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/ Bourgeois property relations and their ideological
1miT 3 o I rationalizations in the popular isiiKi of white Africa havB
VIl U3A \ repeatedly incited racial aiatago”isms. y*

vy 10 il i MPTHTil ~4 *)—

This does not mean that no whites understood the iuports.nce of
struggling against racism, nor that black eaders T/ere always correct
in their proposals and programs# It simply* expresses a social dynamio
that has recorred # the history of American reformism* “%ite leadership
is not automtically racist, nor d ack eadership automatically correct*
Such mechanical forimilaw donl® meet the test of practice* Eowever, the
i,] _ _ iLiof this socia dynamic around racism indicates a recurring

or contradiction
problem™in the nature of reformism*

The forego” analysis of the roots of racist ideology inplios th.t
ultimatelj the attack on racism mast bec BB a straggle with the bourgeois
social order itself since the isro cannot be isolated one from the other*
Unfortunately, blaitk leaders themselves have not alsays understood this,
soire naking a fetish of separatist and escapist fantasies while others
vainly sought 4~ assimlation into a Doiirgeois order that could not but
be racist*

The dynamics of U*S* historical development led black reformers to
develop as an independent ideological force, but not a separate ideological
force* That is, although having their ovn press, organizations, caucuses,
etc#, black social reformers were seeking to push general social reformism
toward a broader struggle where it would confront racism* But this would
mean”~L~"Tere no longer reform moveiuents but revolutionary mo“einents
attacking a principal phenomenon of the bourgeois order.

This is the final d&lema of reformism* Reform movements have been
consistenlly undermined by racism but to resolve this problem demands
that both the stmiggle for reforms and the struggle against racism be
incorporated into a thorough-going process of revolutionary social trans-
forination* Here reformism balks, for its aims are lindted and highly

specific* However, i?Ithout transcendirig these limi.tations social change

noireiTielts Td.Il continue n”rely to r eact to problems — rather than



taking the lead in rooting out causes of problems and the problems them-

sellves -will siiiply recur in new forms. _like Sisyphus, reformism can expect

neith? fiinal success nor rest without fundamentally alters its conception

of the task at hand*
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C* Gox, CIAts and Eaoe (Garden City, _ Boubleday,
1978)# Chapter 16* some contemporary scholars have denied that

there was any causal link between capitalist slavery and racism*
These writers place greater stress on psychological variables or

pi*@eoxisfclin in aoooun, I5ing Tot YR do*welopiatnt] of*
cismi > thelr own avid®ne@ reveals th® erudal role played by
TR In t;lfCUtIOﬂ&XI%t"I]II oT sXatvsry la th@ Bullish colon! O®

1“ngxlIsh contact with other sXavn—trading nations) in fostering and
shaping th© tdeologjr of racism, See Osear Handlln, Baoe and
my In XIPF® {Ctrden Gl tyt MeXe1 OoubXoday-»AiljOhor»

S5udio©fw in Melvin Brimmer (@d#}» Black Hlstogyt A Reappraisal
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that black slavery was molded by pre-existing prejudices and dis-
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ject see Winthrop 0* Jordan® Whit® over Blackl American Attitudes
MrnM the mKro. 1550>181a (ISftimore, M T 1a™~In BOk® .im h
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labor resources relatively cheaply.
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