


The Black Press
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§ Vhy does a black press exist?

1, lMust be sece a part of the tradition of self-expression among black

people which can be traced far back in history, Examples are_folk-songs
and gpirituals (which often were a method of communicating informa ation
that the masters tried to suppres ) -- Speakers and orators, esp.

among free blacks organized in the North, but also among black ministers
in the South = Poets: Phyllis Wheatley, 1770

cally, there a three broad reasosn for existence of black p

To EKEﬁEEiKEgEXnXxX expose and prot ﬁst gsint racial oppr ession,and afuse
harassment in all areas of black 11Jef_—_“ ey

Example: Freedom's Journal, $irst black paper in 1827, was founded as

a r,kpowse‘ﬁo racist attacks printed in white paper, New York Sun,

-- Black press continues to bg a voice of protest, Housing, education ljobs,
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Goes beyond protest to pu t F'or-ward the proposals and programs of diffe
black organizations and black leaders, Press acts am an_advocate of the
cause of black liberation, femt Credo of Freedom's Journal: "We wish to
pTead our own cause, Too long have others spoken for us., Too long has
the public been decieved by misrepresentation in this which concerns us

de?rlf... je intend to lay our case before the public with a view to
arrest the progress of prejudice and to shield ourselves against its
consequent evils,"

- Advocacy contimues to be a function of the press, fromthose which

support the NAACP to those which support the BPP,

o inform black people about events and activites in their communities.
hcomyedmexs Historic "Wy, white press tended not to report news
from black community unless some "problem” developed —- crime, welfare,
racial tensions, etc. ”hegul”r” news W“?t reported. *
~-Black press also reports national &nd i uéggﬁu%dnal news of special

interest to blacks (e.g., actitities of politicians, news from Africa)

Also
MeomwrrEEXtty, specialf interest black press has developed =- student,
orgamizational (churches, fraternal groups),
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TI History of black press =- some examples
(History of B.P. must be seen in context of black freedom struggle,
of which the xg press has been a part)
paper was Freedom's Journul, toundou 1827 in NIC,
Cornish and Jbjm B, & urm, In 1828 changed
1. @©topped publishi ng in 1830, Russwurm went
he taught school and published another paper.
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] paper was the Weekly Adocate., 1837. Iater cha its name
the Colored American and became very’iﬁflu@ntlal 1n uhe struggle
4b [ition of slavery, YWas edited by »amel Cornish,
position on need for independent organizations of

for abolition.
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urvived 1"‘1bil m&ﬂﬁ&m 1898, 'It was ‘le’i' shed every & rday
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Firse X al: was Mirror of the Times (S.T l'?)—J5>

Survived for seven :,,

Chicago Defender, founds ad 1905 bert A. Abbott. This was first paper

to introduce cenuat'o alism nd headlines inzo black press. -+dea was
to build a mass circulation. 4

were 200 black
almost mi11ior Most were
four larges ommercial black newspapers
Amsterdam News (NYC) 82,000
hiladelphia ‘l‘r,um..,‘ne 75,000
Michigan Chronicla 73,000
Baltimore Afro-American 65,000

Berkeley Post 140,000
Chicago Defe 37,000
T4 Herald Dispaton 30,000

Sun-Reporte 8,000

dealing with the commerci ial bla
for business reasons, Bubt ther
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Celored Convention ,of Calif
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Black Convention Movement?). It was published
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