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Aoril 7

Dear -°ob and Pam,

Congratulations* You have been chosen as tonight's 
letter recipient. I have been conducting a general slum 
clearance program on my life, setting up  such programs as 
a letter-a-day, tennis at six A.Y. before work, and so 
forth. The result so far has been that I am exhauste d by 
lunch and sleep all afternoon.

A few ouickie announcements: Florida was refreshing,
Barb Walker and I have finally made a date for two weeks 
from now, and there was something else which I have  for�
gotten, oh yeah, Julian Bond is speaking here tomorrow.

Concerning your letter. The Vietnamese protests in 
the last corole days support most of what you Said.  As 
far as I hfeve been able to tell your facts are good. Koch 
and Lvnd have both spoken here and what you have sa id 
agrees with their statements. The problem for me is t o 
decide wha t I am supposed to do ibout this. You're ri ght 
that mere agreement accomplished nothing. In fact I f ind 
it even more distasteful than those who come out Wor the 
war and attempt to Justify their positions. Yet I h ave 
felt oretty much impotent when faced with the problem.
As faras marching goes I am not sure whether the go od 
results it hastens or initiates outwhigh the sad lo ss of 
individual expression, and hhinking. Letters can ac�
complish something but from a Personal standpoint this 
is not very satisfying. Talking to friends is mostl y fruit�
less si nod c£hey either agree or you end up  disagreeing 
about whatT'claims to be facts.

I hope that going to Guatemala will resolve much of  
this for me. I have begun to feel that unless I can  really 
see what the situation is my arguments will not be much  
stronger than anyone else's . When I was in Guntemala  this 
summer I realized �  one point' that the Yietname.se peasant 
must be exactly the same as the Indians I met in Gu atemala.
They didn't really care about democracy or the communist 
takeover. In fact their minds didn't even begin to unde r�
stand the nestions in the abstract. They jutt wante d to 
somehow have the assurance t ha. tv they could live until t he 
next day. What X found horrifying was that we must be ki l�
ling people li'-e this in Yietnsm for abstract'concept s which 
really have nothing to do with their lives.

Anyway I think that most of Latin America^ is going tolf t p A  
present us with a problem very similar to what we are faci ng 
now in Asia* By getting there now I may be able to h elp make 
whatever revolution there wtfl r a little less bloddy. As 
far as Vietnam goes I don't know,what to do about it.'When  
I worry about the situation, as I am now, I finally end  up  
wishing I could assassinate the president. I san't help 
Reeling that he does passionately believe tht what he is 
!°ing is right. In fact he may suffer over the situ ation as 
much as we. But everything he is doing is so wrong.

Love,
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��<sŷjL.

^  j , ^ L -

		 0�$� ��#	� ���� �� ��3�� ��������



Dear Bob and Para,

I ’m afraid this isn’t going to be nearly as closely reasone d or as 
well thought outk as your letter, but I wanted to compliment, applaud 
etc your statement on Viet Nam. I really don’t think I h ave seen 
a better or more concise analysis. I kept wishing that I ha d said 
that. Consequently, I am enclosing a clipping— I really hate to  
pass along such bitter fruit as this, but this seem s to me to be the 
height of atrocity, (read the clipping)

Did Eichmann ever do this? Did Attila ever slaughter so indis criminately? 
My God * Because it is easier, because it is simpler, we dest roy 
thousands of disarmed, disabled people. Hitler at least marched them 
to an open pit grave before he shot them.

So, war. In the names of "...life, liberty and the pu rsuit of happiness..."
we fly in and destroy a man’s home, food, clothing, f amily; k k  in
the name of some future generation’s right too vote , we bestride
his country with poverty, famine, fear and pestilence. A man doesn’t
think about abstract liberty until he has those essen tials of life
in hand.... I am not convinced that communism is, of necess ity,
the lack of freedom; I do know that the Chinese are  far better off
under Mao than they were under Chaing, the Cubans under Castr o than
they were under Baptists. I can’t discuss ideologies, be cause I
don’t understand the terms.

I just read this, I ’m going into a tirade of some s ort, I will think 
out my thoughts on Viet Nam sometime, and try to give  you something 
better than this. But, in the meantime, thank you so much for 
sending your letter on to me. Write me a regular letter some time 
and perhaps I ’ll be able to answer it more rationally--t he thoughts 
of Frieddship and Love don’t seem to upset me so much.

I will begin my alternative service sometime in the near fu ture,
I think with APSC or with NSCP. Hopefully I ’ll be able to do som e�
thing constructive toward the end'pf the war. Between now and then**
I may make it to New York, but if you come to DC— for a  SANE march 
(may l£) or for the international days of protest o r for anything—  
please come and stay at my place or call or something*

I ’ve talked with both Brosi and Kittredge recently. Both seem 
to be very much in the midst of things and very happy wit h what they 
are doing. Jack will be in town next weekend. I imag ine that vou 
mailed to him, but I’ll show It to him any way.

When and if you write, talk about Free IJniverstiy fo r awhile.

Thanks, and I hope to see you sometime,

Tim


