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- MORE ON JAPANESE PROBLEM' IN WEST 
A  report voiced by Len Gross, NBC, for 
the Farm Security Administrati on«

On the West Coast, agriculture has a new wartime pr oblem* It*s the problem 
of the lands owned or leased by Japanese* Japa nese -.Americans and others 
who have been ordered by the Army to vacate West Co ast military zones# This 
morning wo have a report on what*s being done about  those farmers* A  new 
plan designed to continue full production on those vital agricultural lands 
was put in operation this week by the Wostorn^kofon se Command and Fourth 
Army, operating through tho Farm Security Administr ation.

The Farm Security Administration, undor Army orders , supervises tho fair 
disposition of ovacuatod land and will help qualifi ed farmers toko ovor tho 

land and obtain operating crodit*

Fifty Farm Security fiold agonts are at work on tho  now plan, operating at 
tho Wartime Civil Control* Administration^ ’'sorvic o contors” which' .woro 
opened this week at U. S. Employment Sorvico office s in Washington, Oregon, 
'California and southern Arizona# Working with thos e agonts will bo 
roprosontativos of tho Treasury Dopartment and tho Fedoral Security Agency, 
vàio will' help tho Japcnoso with'such probloms as disposing of'their personal 
property, and getting employment# The Farm Socurity  field mon, handling 
agricultural problems, will bo directed by Lauronco  I* Howes, Jr#, regional 
director of tho Farm Socurity Administration, aidod  by'Ralph W# Hollonberg, 
FSA assistant regional director, and William C* Hol voy, chief of tho now 

program#

Fiold agents are undor instructions to contact Japa nese and othor farmers 
who aro evacuating their land, bring thorn togothor  vdth qualified farmers 
capable of taking ovor tho land, and reforoo fair a rrangements botwoon tho 

two#

Mr# Howos says that tho fiold agonts will soo that tho Japanoso are ablo to 
make a fair disposition of thoir land, and that max imum production of war 
crops is guarantood by tho now oporatof* This appli os to arrangamonts with 

landlords, produco luyors, contractors, and othors#

Mr# Howos says, and I quoto: ”Tho fiold agonts will  assist in finding 
operators for tho land who aro qualifiod to grow th o vogotablos tho Japanoso 
ha vo plant od, or tho kind of food noodod in tho w ar# If thoy agroo to 
produco war crops, wo will assist such farmers in g otting crodit# If tho 
agonts cantt holp thorn got a loan from privato sou rcos, tho Farm Crodit 
Administration or a rehabilitation loan from our re gular FSA officos, wo 
havo tho authority and funds to mako spocial produc tion loans# Our job is 
to koop tho land in uso, but paymont of tho loan in  full and on schodulo is 
oxpoctod#

•»Phis program is a basic war moasuro# Japanosó now  produco from 35 to 50 
porcont of tho vogotablos grown in California, and California production in 
many crops constitutes frem a third to two-thirds o f tho Nation*s vogotablo 
production#
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HSinco increased production under the Food «»for-Fr eedom program affects 
food supplies to our own defense workers and Army a s well as British and 
Russian supplies, keeping the Jaj>anoso land in pro duction is an essential 
part of our military effort* " That ends Mr, Howes*  quotation*

The Farm Security and othor field agonts of the War time Civilian Control 
Administration arc located U* S* Employment Sorvico  offices in the 

following locations:

Northern California: Salinas, San Jose, Watsonvillo , Alameda, Berkeley, 
Hayward, Oakland, Pittsburg, Richmond, SSn Francisc o, San Mateo, Santa Rosa, 
Fresno, Morcod, Stockton, Visalia, Chico, Marysvill e, and Sacramonto*

Southern California; El Contro, Indio, Redlands,1 R ivorsido, San Diogo^
Santa And, inglowood,; Long Beach, Los Angolos, San  Podro, Santa Monica, 
Torranco, Alhambra, Burbank,. Pasadena, Pomona, San  Fernando, Whittior, 
Bakersfield, Santa Maria, and Ventura*

Arizona: • ••-Phoenix*'

Washington: Bremerton, Raymond, Soattlo, Tacoma, an d Yakima#

Additional officos will bo oponod later at Ckiah, O ntario, Covina, Monterey, 
Santa Cruz, Napa, Lodi and Santa Barbara in Califor nia*
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AGRICULTURE AND THE WAR 
By Larry Hewes, Farm Security Administration,
San Francisco, for Wartime Civilian Control 
Administration*

Friends, for a front-line report on West Coast agri culture, we call on 
Larry Hewes, regional director of the Department of  Agriculture’s Farm 
Security Administration. The Farm Security boys are  working.night and day 
for the Army at the important job of seeing that pr oduction is kept up on 
farms of the Japanese and Japanese-Ameridans who mu st evacuate West Coast 
military zones very soon* And Larry, I don ’t blame you for looking tired 
this morning* Howfs this rush job of yours coming?

Rush job i sn ’t half ,of it, Ken. Two weeks ago —  on  Friday the Thirteenth* by 
the way, the Army ordered us to. see that Japanese and Japanese-American 
farming operations were transferred to now operator s, with square deals all 
the way around. And they told us to see that the cr ops are harvested.

I understand you had just 84 hours to get into oper ation all along the Wost 
Coast*

Yes, and by having our regular Farm Security agents  drive across a couple of 
States, we managed to do the job* There was a bit o f confusion at first. But 
for the past ten days w e ’ve had field agents in mos t of the 64 "service 
contcrs" which the Wartime Civilian Control Adminis tration has established in 
Ui* S. Employment Service offices on the Coast. Tho y are bringing Japanese and 
other farmers together, refereeing the transfer of land, and helping the now 
operators got credit.

I can see the thousand and one questions your agent s must bo sending in in 
thoir letters.

Letters? There isn’t time to write. Here’s a wire f rom Arizona? "Thirty- 
seven capable grov/ers have expressed willingness t o buy out voluntary 
evacuees on equitable basis. Guarantee to continuo production on 80 percent 
Japanese acreage."

Your problem in that case is to get the Japanese, t o dispose of their land.

Right. But here ’s one from Oregon. "Today received 83 requests from Japanese 
to relinquish farms." In this case we need to find new operators. In most 
areas, Ken, we need more Japanese and Japancsc-Amer icans to list thoir land 
with us, and wo also need farmers willing to take o ver operations on the land 
This is a rush job —  and when the Army says rush, i t moons rush. I want to 
relay this Army message to every farmer. If listene rs know of Japanese 
farmers still on the land, or if thoy or their frie nds are interested in 
operating such land, report at once to the Farm Sec urity agent at the U. S. 
Employment Service office.

I notice the Army wants the Japanese to get their e quity out of thoir farming 
operations by disposing of them now. And I think th at ’s a good point, Larry. 
If not, they may loso a lot of money,

- over -
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Correct# By tomorrow our agents will have all their  land listed# And we 
want all fanners interested, to look it over# All w e ask is that they be 
able to grow the kind of crops needed for war purpo ses# Of course, w e ’re { 
going to see that everybody gets a square deal#

That’s ■ where your negotiators and Federal appraise rs come in —  helping 
get the deals under way and setting fair values on the land#

Yes# And if farmers are making deals on the outside , we want them to clear 
through us# The Army wants a full report on how thi s transfer process is 

working out#

How about helping the new operators get credit?

W e ’re ready to move on the double quick to get them  the money to operate# 
W e ’re asking all banks and commercial lending agenc ies to give immediate 
priority to loan applications from farmers taking o ver this evacuated land# 
And the same goes for the Farm Credit.Administratio n.

Then, if a farmer needs a real ost.ate loan, the Fe deral Land Bank is ready 
to give him quick consideration* And the Production  .Credit Association will 
give him fast action oh an application for a crop o r livestock loan# Is 

that r ight ?

It is# And if no one else can help him, we will try  to get the farmer a 
regular Farm Security rural rehabilitation or Food For. Victory loan#

Suppose none of these agencies can help him?

Then we have the authority and funds to make direct  spocial loans, 
provided, of course, the farmer has secure tenure t hrough ownership or 
lease, and protection against judgment on chattels#

TRiho is eligible for these special loans?

The big job is to keep these vital crops in product ion# Often a day ’s 
delay will mean a crop loss# So wo* 11 loan money t o almost anyone who 
can farm the land properly#

That moans to owners, tenants, farm laborers, partn erships and corporationsi

It does# Moreover, if we find that no individual is  able to take over 
certain farming operations, w e ’ll loan money to any  organized group that 
can do the job# And wo can make loans to secure the  services necessary to 
operate this farm land on a cooperative basis#

I suppose the loans can bo made for almost any nece ssary purpose?

Yes, for any expense in connection with land use*

And the loans are for ono year*

Yes, except that renewals may bo necessary where ca pital goods aro being 
purchased# .

Can you aid in the disposition of greenhouses?

HEWES: Yes, wo can
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GAFEN: That*s all clear enough, Larry. Now to cut b ack a minute. Just whom does

Farm Security represent in doing this work?

HEWES: We*re doing this work at direct Army orders from General DeWitt» But
w e fre also representing the United States Departmen t of Agriculture, and 
w e ’re cooperating with the Department War Boards in  California, Arizona, 
Washington and Oregon.

GAFEN: And I know that Bill Cecil, director of the California State Department
of Agriculture, is cooperating with you, so I guess  that makes it a job 
for everybody#

HEWES: Yes, Ken* and he ’s doing a good job* After a ll, i t ’s an American job#
W e fre in a watf, all of us * and this is a vital as signment"! Japanese 
lands cover 240*000 acres on the West Coast, and th e farms alone are 
worth |70,000*000* In California they produce a gre at proportion of the 
tomatoes, celery, peas, spinach and snap beans* The se are chops we must 
have to help win the war. So I want to repeat -**- every farmer interested 
in a n y w a y  in transferring these lands to new operat ion should check 
with our Farm Security agent at the U. S. Employmen t Service offices 
at once#

G A P M  s I*m with you a hundred percent, Larry, I thi nk i t ’s the patriotic duty 
of every American farmer who can possibly do so to step in and help keep 
these farm lands in production —  even if ho can’t b o sure of making 
profits this year. I think i t ’s the least an Americ an farmer can do.
And I also want to urge speed, speed, and more spee d. If you ’re a 

Japanese or Japanese-Am erican farm owner or t on a nt, check with your Farm 
Security agent at the U. S. Employment office today . If you are 
interested in operating this land that will bo vaca ted, then bo sure you 
check with the Farm Security agent. This isn’t just  our request —  i t ’s 
an Army request. Let’s keep this Food for Freedom g rowing and bo sure 
i t ’s harvosted, along with the other food that w e ’r e counting on to win 
the war and write the peace.

Our reporter today was Larry Hewcs.

# # #
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MOBILIZATION OF AGRICULTURE TO KEEP JAPANESE FARMS PRODUCTIVE 
By Dolph Winebrenner, Farm Security Administration,  for the 
Wartime Civilian Control Administration.

West Coast farmer à have just developed another big news story for us.  
And the man to announce it is Dolph Winebrenner of the Department’s 

Farm Security Administration.

Dolph, you people have tackled a big two-headed job  for the Army —  
finding .American farmers to replace the Japanese w ho ai*e evacuating the 
vital military zones and saving a food supply.

WINEBRENNER:

GAPEN:

It is a big job that we undeftoiok 3 weeks ago. Tha t’s when the Army 
order came through to transfer Japanese and Japanes e-American farming 
operations to new hands. We had 6,000 farms and mor e t han 200,000 
acres dropped into our lap*

So, as reported last week, your field agents got bu sy. They set up 
offices, in cooperation with the Army’s Wartime Civ ilian Control 
Administration, at U. S. Employment Service centers  in Washington, 
Oregon, California and Arizona. They sent out word to Japanese and 
Japanese-Americans, on the one hand, and American f armers on the other, 
that a quick transfer of farming operations was in order. The agents 
brought people together, saw that everyone got a sq uare deal, and 
helped the new operators got technical advice and c redit. Now, Dolph, 
what about these transfers?

WINEBRENNER:

GAPEN:

WINEBRENNER;

Since March 16,.our agents report better than 1,000  transfer deals. 
These call for new operators on 40,000 acres. That’ s roughly 15 percent 
of the total. Nov/ deals are going through now and I think i t ’s safe to 
say that by tonight, more than a third of the Japan ese land will be 
transferred to newoperators*

You spoke of credit a moment ago —  to what extent h ave loans entered 

into these new farming operations?

Well, in the first two weeks about 2Q0 now operator s applied directly 
to Farm Security f cr special loans, and about 250 were referred to 
other credit agencies. The special loans we have ma de so far average 
about $3,000.

GAPEN:

WINEBRENNER;

Sounds like a pretty good beginning.

Just what it was, Ken, considering the pressure on our agents. Vie were 
racing with time. No one could say when the Army’s Evacuation Order 
would be put into full effect. And before that day we have to got the 
rest of the land transferred and our new operators installed*

GAPEN: So you had to broaden your campaign of attack ,

- over -
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That we did# We decided, in the Department of Agric ulture, to mobilize 
every farm producer, large and small, and take no c hances of having a 
single acre left without a new operator. The mobili zation included all 
the State and county agricultural agencies working through the 
Department of Agriculture War Boardsin California a nd other states# We 
have the benefit, too, of the wholehearted cooperat ion of the Director 
of the California State Department of Agriculture#

Well, Dolph, I think,. i t ’s about time you gave us that red hot news#

Well, a few days ago we were worried# Time was fast  running out. And 
still we didn’t have enough small farmers to keep p ace with Japanese 
in California# So, last week-end representatives of  the Department of 
Agriculture, including the Farm Security and Farm C redit Administration 
met wi th,R# N# Wilson, of the California State Cham ber of Commerce, 
and officers of a dozen large associations of growe rs and canners#
Staff members of the Western Defense Command and Fo urth Army took part 
in the conference# We told these growers and canner s how much they 
could help the Food for Freedom program by operatin g vacated farms#
We asked them how much land they could take over an d keep in production 
And I am glad to say that they agreed to handle a g ood part of it#
The actual details are being worked out right now# Of course, all 
arrangements will bo supervised by the Department o f Agriculture.

I guess that qualifies for the ’headline, Dolph# Bu t, tell me, will 
there still be faims available for more farmers who  can make a go of 
two or ton or forty or eighty acres?

‘Certainly there v/ill be# Plenty of them# You see,  we are still 
straining all our energies to beat time on this job . The large-scale 
enterprise of canners and growers I just told you a bout does not 
absorb all the farms listed for evacuation# W e ’ve g ot to have more 
farmers, both large and small# We can give them eve ry advantage#

I expect that many farmers are hearing about this t oday for the first 
time# So, let’s give them instructions on h o w t o  go about getting a 
Japanese or Japanese-American farm to operate.

Well, I think the recent story put out by the USDA California War Board 
sums up the instructions perfectly# The story says;  "Wanted —  good 
farmers to take over going operations to keep war p roduction on the 
move# Fine opportunity for profit and vital contrib ution to war effort# 
Heavy investment not necessarily required# Full cre dit available to 
experienced farmers# Anyone interested should inqui re of tho FSA 
representative located at the nearest office of the  United States 
Employment Service. The FSA is offering financial a ssistance in cases 
where credit is not obtainable elsewhere# Farmers w ho have difficulty 
establishing contact with tho proper authorities ar e advised to consult 
with their local Department of Agriculture War Boar d."

And there you have it, Ken#

All right# We know the problem is biggest in Califo rnia, so I think wo 
ought to hoar more about the way tho California War  Board is helping 
to keep these farms in production#

GAPEN:
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WINEBRENNER: As you know, the War Board, is the coordinator for all the 
Department agencies in the state -which participate  in the Pood For 
Freedom Program* The Board has just thrown the conc erted strength 
of the Department behind our efforts* Farmers will find the County 
War Boards eager to help them locate on new farms, and to give 
every possible assistance in planning new farm oper ations* Farmers 
can also take questions on contracts between the Ja panese and 
themselves to the War Boards. Farmers in other West  Coast States 
will get similar assistance from their War Boards* And, 
incidentally, down in Los Angeles we're getting spl endid cooperation 
from Mr# Rosecrans, the agricultural coordinator th ere*

GAFEN: Dolph, 1 *m sure the canners and growers who are tak ing a great 
slice of farm acreage in this program will got the credit they 
deserve, and I don't mean jdht the financial variet y* And I fm also 
sure that the small farmers* the fellows who provis ioned our hungry 
Continentals in 1776* and have been a mainstay of t he Nation in 
every emergency, will deliver again in the same ins piring way*

WINEBRENNERJ The Food For Freedom Program is counting on that to o*

GAPEN: Right* Friends, our reporter was Dolph Winebrennor of the Farm 
Security Administration*

#  #  #



ONE THOUSANDTH OF THE NATION

An address by Dillon S. Myer,'Director of the War R elocation 
Authority, to be presented March 23, 1944 before a joint meeting of 
civic organizations in Salt Lake City.

In a nation composed"of people who have sprung from  a 11 the other 
lands of the earth, it would be rather surprising i f the great bulk.of 
the population had a well founded understanding of any of the minorities 
who make up the group as a whole. But I doubt if an y minority group is 
more widely misunderstood these days than the peopl e of -Japanese descent 
who make up about one-tenth of one per cent of the nation*s'population.
One in a thousand. This one person, with his Japane se face, his yellow 
skin, his characteristic name, looks different from  the other 999«
Because hè is different outwardly, many are ’."Will ing to believe he must, 
be different inwardly, in his beliefs and loyalties .

Over the past two years the greater portion of this  minority 
group have been treated in such a way that they are  made to appear even 
more different from the majority of Americans than they appeared before 
the outbreak of war. Some 115j000‘ of them were req uired to move from 
their homes in the Pacific Coast states, something no other group 
was asked to do. Since then, most of them have live d in segregated communi�
ties, called relocation centers, a situation which has further heightened the 
differences. For two years, emphasis has been place d on the ways in 
which the people of Japanese descent are different rather than on the 
many ways in which they are like the rest of the pe ople of America.
The result has been a vicious circle; the evacuated  people are outside 
regular communities because they are different; and  becau.se they are 
different it is difficult to get them.re-establishe d in normal communities.
The relations between the one -- and the other 999 -- constitute a problem
worthy of attention by the entire nation. It is. th e major concern of the 
War Relocation Authority, and one of the newly acqu ired problems of the 
Department of the Interior,

- The major event which caused relocation centers t o be established 
was'a conference which took place here in Salt Lake  City, almost two years 
ago, when IRA was only about three weeks old, and w hen 'overly evacuation 
from the West Coast was only one week old. The back ground of that 
conference in highly significant. During Marclq, 19 42, the people of * 
Japanese descent, most of them- American citizens, some of them aliens, 
were making their plans to move from their West Coa st homes. Some of 
them actually did move. Several hundred came into t he inter-mountain 
area, including Utah, with Salt Lake City attractin g large numbers of 
the so-called voluntary evacuees. The others stayed  where they were, 
principally because they had no place to go. The Co mmandihg General of 
the Western Defense Command announced about the end  of March that no 
further movement on a voluntary basis would be perm itted; the 'evacuation 
henceforth was to be carried out in systematic fash ion under governmental 
orders. ,
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The western states seemed to offer the greatest possibilities f or 
caring for the people to be evacuated, principally because there was more 
available land, much of it .'under public ownership. There-was also a 
demand for labor in this area, which the evacuated people m ight help to 
meet. One of the ideas given most serious consideration wa s to establish 
the people in the.many CCC camps which recently had been  abandoned; 
permit them to live in the camps and work on farms a nd.'ranches, nearby,

"or engage in public works in the -f©rests and parks wh ere the camps were 
located. To consider this suggestion and other possibil ities, the War 
Relocation Authority and the Western Defense Command asked t he governors 
and attorneys general of the't en western states to me et here in Salt Lake 
City the first, week of April, 1942,. The attitude- of the state officials 
was unmistakable. They did not want the evacuated, people in their states 
at all, if that could be avoided. If.it could not. be avoided, then they 
would not agree' to be responsible for. law and order u nless the'people 

•were put in colonies under military guard. Since the  Army could not 
provide enough manpower to guard a. large number of small  coloniesplans 
were-made for establishing communities' that would, accomodate at'least

'5,000 persons.- So the CCC camp idea, was discarde d; new and larger .camps --
small cities in themselves-— had to be established;. .Gradua lly ten 
relocation centers came into being, built under Army su pervision but 
operated by the War Relocation Authority.' -One of t hem was established in 
the:State of Utah, about 150 miles southwest; of Salt Lak e City,:near■ the 
town of Delta. Another is in Idaho near Twin Falls; -two were established 
in California,'' two others in Arizona., two- more in .Ar kansas; one in •
Colorado‘and one in Wyoming. . . . . .

The Vfer Relocation Authority has. been operating these t en centers 
since early 1942. Beyond the maintenance ,of the evacuated people in th e 
centers, we have been engaged in three ether major t asks; providing 
assistance to the' evacuees in handling their property problems o n the.
West Coast; segregating the evacuee population on the basis of national 
sympathies and loyalties) rand ’fourth-— and!most: imp ortant*— e-arryingjou\ 
a program of relocation which ire hope ultimately will move m ost of the 
evacuated people outside the centers.and place them i n normal communities.

Let me discuss each of>these four major jobs briefl y.

In considering the manner in which the relocation cente rs are 
operated, it is important- to keep clearly in. mind  the status of the 
evacuees. They are not living in the•relocation centers as punishment 
for any wrojagsKioing, or' because they are suspecced of being dan gerous; 
they are not prisoners of war; they are not internees. Th ey are a 
dislocated group of people removed, from their, homes and  their-means of 
•livelihood as a wartime emergency measure. As such. the y are entitled 
to treatment according to American standards of decenc y. Ever since 
the summer of 1942, when most of the centers were stil l in the early 
stages of construction, all sorts of unfounded rumors an d inaccurate, 
stories have'been circulated about tbs WRA management policies. Some 
of these stories have been obviously'’fahtastic-»^like ‘ the~one .circulated

in Idaho nearly two years ago that all evacuees liv ed in snug little 
bungalows with pink tile bathrooms. And the one that all  evacuees are 
provided by the Government with five gallons-of whiskey,. Unfor tunately, 
most of the stories have not been so plainly ridiculous. Although many 
were equally untrue, they have generally carried more of an a ppearance 
of plausibility and consequently have been Widely accepted.

C-U49-P2-BU
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.  ̂ Perhfps the most widely criticized aspect of re location center 
administration is the policy under which evacuees a re being fed. Food 
is a delicate topic these days andit 's*not surprisi ng that people should 
be aroused when they hear the evacuees enjoying a b àtter diet than the

cede^thathp^an If these stories were true, I will r eadily con-
ment Rnt 7 ° ^  ® for the miost intense kind of public  resent

5 ^  thenf ^ ries  are n°-t true and I believe that all of you sittin g 
here today would be convinced of their falsity if y ou could eat just one 
meal in a relocation center. The food served at the  centers is nourishing

The co7t of°fP^d-Ca f6d 1? f iri?us b7 any conveivabl e American standard. * 
The cost of feeding from the start has been limited  to 45 cents Per person

are restrictions applicable to the civilian poLlati on
are strictly followed. Two meatless days are observ ed at each center everv 
week. And in areas where local milk supplies are sh ort, fresh milk is 7

dietary cases. Sma11 ChUdren’ nursinS °r expectant m others, and special

Fronu the time the relocation centers were first es tablished it has 
been the policy to produce as much of the food as p ossible, in order that 
the people in the centers might be nearly self supp orting. This required

an^drainage �̂ � ^ ' A deVel°PinS irrigation system^ in some instances  
?  g systems m  others.. Naturally the 1942 production w as not 

large at most of ohe centers, but in 1943 the centers produced practica lly 
all their own vegetables; they are producing most o f their poultry and 5

effS;+practlCall7’af1 their requirements for pork, some of their beef 
and at one center, in an area where the outside mil k supply is *hort *

Loft"17  ft • ' f  c66'" establis^ d v  in dollars, the evacuees a r f  producing 
about one-third of their total requirements. produc ing

adeonatJhh,h» f inga^t relofation centers is certainl y no more than 
. ^ J ordinary standards. .Evacuee residents live i n plain
barracks of frame construction which are partitione d off into family- 
size apartments. A family of six or seven people wi ll ordinarily- o c c u d v  
a room about 20 by.25 feet. In the barracks there i s no running water

or l T t f 8 a<rilities>- and no oaths or toilets. Howe ver, each block of 12
r H  barracks-: accomodating between 250 and ��� people -- is provided

with a messhall and a bath and laundry building,

school tave]ti°A+iA ? r0Vifed f°r the evacuee childre n, through the high 
f  Atua11 centersJ we have developed our- school cur riculum and

^ et t : L 7 L X Ì t l V nC0nf0nnity tóth the **• state^where"

All evacuees at relocation centers have been orovid ed 
care and hospitalization when needed and these' serv ices are supplied bv 1 
evacuee doctors and nurses, insofar as they are ava ilable! 7

i f rue ion activities and land development work; i n food production 
a n d a t o  some _extent in manufacturings Most of those  who work al t ò d

vision receive ¿ 2  I h i ^ rent̂ QS  and others requiring close super�
b o  Z eĉ e ^ 2 ^ h ± l e  professional workers, such as doctors, are paid
$19. In addition, each evacuee working at the cente r receives small'cloth-

frfma^o°WanCerv,f?r hlmself and his.dependents, The se allowances range 
from $2 a month for small children in the southerly  centers to 73Sfor 
adults in centers where the winters are severe, ‘"3 *75 for
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The policy pi the War- Relocátion Authority provide ? th^t evacuees at 
all centers are to have an active vóicé ih'-'the 'm áhágément ,óf .'their own affair § 
but maintenance-of law and order within■ the center is a Resp onsibility of 
the M A  project director. To assist him in this func tion, the project *
director has a small staff of .non-Japáttesé internal se curity officers and 

..a sizeable crew of. evacuee policemen. The' exter ior boundaries of each 
? project area are guarded by a detachment1 of military police who are. avail�

able for. service within the center in cases of emerg ency. .....

-I won't go into further detail: on the conditions that pre vail in 
the relocation centers, ' But I believe I have said  enough to indicate that 
life in the centers is not exactly a béd Of roses,

■ When.the evacuated people were moved from their West'Coast'homes,
they were permitted to take with them only a few personal belongings-which 
they would need in the centers. Homes, farms, businesse s, household goods 
all were left behind. The Federal government recognized an o bligation to 
help keep evacuee farm properties in productive use, to assist t he families 
in storing household goods and business'equipment, and to le nd a hand in 
the disposal of properties of other types» —

. .... We have helped in locating, new managers for hotels, stores, and 
apartment houses owned by evacuees. We-have found operators or purchasers 
for farms. ’ w' :

•. The; value of property owned or operated by the* evacua ted Japanese 
.has been estimated at more than 200 million-'dollars . The'War Relocation 
Authority takes no responsibility at. all for making decisions r egarding 
disposal of this property; that is the right of the ow ner alone,-" But 
when he designates-his wishes, we regard it'as--Our job to see .that his 
desires are carried out if possible», 1

One of the most challenging and serious: problems «which the:‘ War 
Relocation Authority has, faced-has been centered aro und, the national ; 
sympathies, .of the .evacuees, •-. The aliens', for  the most part, have certain 
sentimental ties, to the land .of their birth, even  though" practically all 
of them have been here at least 20 years, and -many  for thirty or forty 
years. Two thirds of the population is composed of American citizens.
The great, majority Of. the citizens have never beé n: to Japan, speak np • 
language, but iinglish, a,re American in their clothing, mailn ehs, tastes 
and slang. On the other hand, a small portion of the cit izens have-had 
much of their education in Japan and for practical*purposes 'áre  more 
Japanese than American.

From the start, we recognized that there wdre those w hose loyalties 
were with Japan also 'that there was- a 'much- larger group v/hos e loyalties' 
were definitely with the United States, The problem has. been  to.establish 
standards for. identifying those individuals- who'ar e strongly pro-Japanese 
or who might endangerthe ..national .security.' ' F or several months’we have been 
°bgnged in a sorting process which• has•' given:ind ividual consideration to

the. adults, m  all the WRA centers-, On the basis o f extensive information 
Which the War Relocation Authority- has assembled y plus récords of the Federal 
intelligence agencies,, plus individual hearings i n : thousánds;óf cases, we 
have been, determining which members of the population can safel y be granted 
leave to relocate in normal .communities, ' Those whose .'national ' sympathies 
seem to lie with Japan rather- than thé United States and  who are not , 
eligible for leave are plac.ed; m  one. center,:- Tu le: Láké, * in California.

C- 1 1 ^ 9 -BU
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* j.A. i .v,S'i ' ' V- ■
, Let me say a few words about the character of the  population at

Tul-e Lake. Most of the adult people there have ind icated either by 
? word or action that they prefer to be Japanese ra ther than American.

But it is a mistake to think of the population at T ule as composed exclurW: 
sively of agitators and potential saboteurs. Many o f the residents are 
aliens of advanced years who have simply given up t he struggle to become 
adjusted in this country and who want only to live out the rest of their 
days in the land/ of their birth. Despite their pro -Japanese leanings, 
very few of them* in my opinion, are actually troub lesome or dangerous.
Then there is also another group at the center-— per haps the largest single 
element in the whole population-— which is made up o f children and others 
whose records contain no evidence of dlsloĵ alty bu t who are living at 
Tule Lake merely ^because of family ties. These peo ple, along with the 
aliens, probably constitute a majority of the total  population.

At the same time, however, it is true that we now h ave at Tule lake 
• some of the most troublesome elements that were p reviously scattered among 

ten relocation centers. There are, for example, a c onsiderable number of 
young American-born evacuees who have received the major part of their 
education m  Japan and who seem to have been thoroug hly indoctrinated with 
Japanese ideas. This group has always been particul arly maladjusted at 
the relocation centers and some of them are among t he leaders of those who 
are plainly out of. sympathy with the United States . In addition, there 
are a number of young people, born and educated in this country, who have 

\ become embittered by the experiences of the past two years and have decided 
to cast their lot with Japan,,

The population of Tule Lake at the present time is about 17>000 men, 
Women, and children. In the nine other centers ther e are a few hundred 
others who have been denied leave clearance and so will be sent to Tule 
Lake. It now appears that most of these transfers w ill be completed some 
time in the spring, probably by May.

There are approximately 70,000 other people still i n the relocation 
centers, who are eligible for leave, and whom we in  WRA will, give every 
possible assistance in finding places to resettle. Making possible their 
relocation is the major objective of the Mar Reloca tion Authority, and all 
the rest of our activity is carried on with relocat ion in mind.

We realize that the cost of maintaining the entire evacuee population 
in relocation centers would mean an unnecessarily h eavy drain on the tax�
payers of the country. Vie set up our work programs  at the r elocation centers 
in such a way that the evacuees could contribute th rough voluntary work 
to their own support. And we have maintained that p olicy consistently from 
the very start. But even s.o, the expense of keepin g 90 ���� people in 
government centers and providing them with the esse ntials of life is a 
heavy one. I am sure you will agree that it should not be encouraged 
if there is any feasible alternative.

An even more important reason why we have placed so  much emphasis on 
immediate relocation is the nation-wide manpower sh ortage. We realized 
from the beginning that the evacuated people repres ent a significant 
reservoir oi energies' and skills which is badly ne eded in bur war production 
effort, at the start, we made rather elaborate plan s for a work program at 
each relocation center. We had plans for manufactur ing enterprises through 
which citizen evacuees could produce goods needed i n the war effort y plans

C*-Ilb9~P5-BTJ
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fnd n ^ n ^ V® ?evel‘?pme?t of raw land through clearin g, irrigation, drainage* 
and .plans for large-scale agricultural production.  But before we had re- 
ceived more than half the evacuee population at the  centers, we were 

.forced to recognize that this was a cumbersome met hod of utilizing evacuee 
ene,gies and skills and that .it was fraught with m any difficultiel. Every- 

a  g considered, it seemed quite clear that the evac uees could make a

and more ei>i>ective contribution to our wartime pr oduction-needs by 
urning as quickly as possible to private employment . Furthermore, there 

wa.s an insistent demand for workers from the cente rs particularly from  
this part of the United States. • • t

But aside from these wholly practical consideration s, there is 
another even more•significant reason for trying to depopulate the relo�
cation centers. I am thinking of Americanization. T here are many'ways 
to define Americanism but I have always felt that i t is a quality which 
we absorb quite naturally by living in a thoroughly  American environment. 
It is as President Roosevelt has stated, "a matter of the mind and heart; 
Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race  or ancestry.'1 We 
have made every effort to create an Americanizing a tmosphere in the relo�
cation centers, ,/e have established the curriculm for our schools with 
particular]y heavy emphasis on the history of Ameri can traditions and 
American institutions^. We have taught these subjec ts in adult education 
classes and have stressed them in connection 'with public discussion forums. 
But despite all our efforts, I am afraid we never c an succeed--— in dupli�
cating the atmosphere that prevails in a normal Ame rican community. The 
influences that operate every day and every week to  make us a distinctive 
people on the face of the globe cannot be reproduce d within an atmosphere 
of restriction-— an atmosphere which makes a mockery  of our American tra�
ditions. Relocation centers are and probably always  will be essentially 
outside the mainstream of our national life.

It is our hope that the people'eligible for leave i n the relocation 
centers may be relocated into ordinary American com munities at the earliest 
possible date. Almost 20,000 have now left the cent ers on indefinite 
leave and have made homes fpr ‘themselves. Most of t hese are the young 
adults with few family responsibilities, who can ea sily adapt themselves 
to new conditions. Our big problem'now is, to make possible the relocation 
of family groups, including the eligible aliens,- m ost of whom are well 
along in years, without as much resiliency as their  children who have relo�
cated. We recognize their relocation as the most di fficult job we have 
yet undertaken. Yet we feel it is a job that must b e accomplished if the 
American way of life is to have real meaning to the se peojpl©^

Many of you in this area have become, acquainted wi th evacuees 
who have left.the relocation centers. Some two thou sand have established 
their homes in the state of Utah, and several thous and others have 
cultivated and harvested Utah's sugar beets, vegeta bles, and picked ^
Utah turkeys on a seasonal leave basis. In general,  they have been 
accepted without question; their labor has been in demand and they 
have worked well.

There has been some discrimination yes, particularl y in opposition 
to their entering business or farming on their own,  even though they are 
welcomed with open arms as ordinary labor by most o f these sources.
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That smacks of a desire for slave -labor-— Those 'wh o ¿dvocateasuch a 
system, who welcome-evacuee labor but would deny them the pri vilege of 
entering business or.forgetting the principals of free enterprise, of 
free competition, which are fundemental to our democracy.

But this opposition is also a part of our demobracy and  is entitled 
to its full say. Only when all phases are thoroughly understood through 
free discussion can a fair decision be reached.

I want to congratulate the people of Utah generally ho wever, for 
their acceptance of these war refugees. It is all the mor e remarkable 
because you adjoini:-the evacuated area in which certain in terests have 
seen fit to continue their persecution of this minority group .

It seems to me that one reason for the generally favorable  reception 
accorded evacuees in the state of Utah is that many of you her e are only 
two or three generations removed from the early settlers of  the state, and 
you remember that they too were a minority group; the y felt the sting of 
intolerance and persecution; they participated in a ma ss migration which 
was not altogether of their own choosing. Remembering th e history of your 
own forbearers, it has been a natural thing for you to provid e the members 
of another minority group with opportunities to make new lives for  themselves. 
In so doing, you have given significance to the democrat ic principles set 
forth:'in the constitution; principles which some specia l interest groups 
are seeking to destroy, disguising their activities under the nam e of 
patriotism.

The problem of this fractional segment pf the, nation.'r  sr population 
is national in scope, arid no one section of the country can shirk  its 
responsibilities for finding a democratic solution,' The people in the 
relocation centers came from the Pacific Coast states. For th e time 
being, they must live outside the area which they used to  call home.
Many of them undoubtedly will remain outside, either in t he places where 
they resettle first, or in other places which look more a ttractive.

In a country as large, as rich in resources and opportu nities, and 
as populous as the United States, there is no logical reason w hy the 
115,000 people who were evacuated from their homes in the Pacific Coast  
area cannot be absorbed into the national life in such a way  that their 
abilities may be used and that the people become inconspicuous in dividuals 
rather than members of a problem group. It would seem to be in the 
national interest and in the interest of the people of Ja panese descent 
themselves to spread out more widely than they have done in  the past, 
and to avoid the re—establishment of the compact comm unities which were 
common in the Pacific Coast area before evacuation.

Most of the people still look upon the west Coast as home . Most 
of them hope and expect to return home when the milita ry situation becomes 
such that exclusion is no longer necessary. vJheh. tha t time comes, either 
during the war or at its end, there can be no, question that the eva cuated 
people should have the right to go back to their former hom es if they 
choose to do so,

I mention this because there are groups on the West  Coast who have 
been campaigning for months to stir up sentiment to ke ep the evacuees 
permanently excluded from their former homes. The plag ue of intolerance

���	�������
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which they hAve fostered has.spread into other areas; well organized efforts 
undoubtedly will be made to spread it still further . The efforts will be 
carefully disguised in the cloak of patriotism. -What proportion  of the , 
people will be affected by this campaign of hate propoganda I won ’t attempt.' 
to predict. I find it hard to believe that the Ameri can people will tolerate 
for very long the fostering of hatred for fellow Americans and the 
destruction of American ideals when'their sons are giv ing their lives to 
protect those ideals.

I think it is important for all of us to remember t hat several 
thousand boys wearing the uniform of the United States A rmy have,Japanese 
names and faces. As one of them put it, "It isn’t t he slant of a man's 
eyes that counts; the important thing is the slant of his heart*".

There can be little, question about the slant of th e heart of 
Sergeant Komoto, who recently visited his family at  one of t.he relocation 
centers in Arizona* He was on, leave from an Army hospi tal recovering 
from wounds.inflicted by an enemy machine gun. He w a r s  th e Purple Hearty 
Americarb oldest military award. The Miyagi family at the'Gila River ... 
relocation center wrapped their Christmas packages early last- fall for 
their son 'and brother. The packages had a long way to go. I n. February 
they dame back, bearing the.stamped word "Deceased." Masuyoshi Miyagi 
had'died in Italy where he was a sergeant.in the Fifth Army.

For more than a year after the outbreak of war* American boys of 
Japanese descent were not accepted in the United States Ar my. In 
January, 1943j> the Army announced that they would be  accepted op a : 
voluntary basis, and hundreds of them volunteered from the Reloca tion 
Centers. A few weeks ago involuntary induction thro ugh Selective Service 
was announced by the Y*a,r Department and already several hundred young 
Americans whose homes are in the relocation centers have  taken their 
physical examinations and will be inducted as their turn comes. Thb 
nation is asking them to fight. So it isn't out of order  ho ask "Have. • 
we given them something:to fight for?" Is the foremost  democracy of 
the world going to ask them to fight for the privilege o f being dis�
criminated -against . in such things as selecting a place to l ive or a line 
of work to follow? I cannot believe such a situation Will  exist for very 
long. It id'-going to be difficult to justify denying- the wives, children 
and parents of one group of soldiers the rights which ar e accorded, the 
wives, children'and parents of all other soldiers.

We need to keep in mind that any such restoration of-rights wi ll be 
opposed, for the American principles of freedom and eoualit y have enemies 
at -home, just a’s- certainly as they have enemies abroad. - Those enemies need 
to be recognized, met, and conquered.

I firmly believe that to the great majority of Amer icans, this 
nation is truly the land of the free and that most of us are willing to 
make a sincere effort to keep it so regardless’ of race,  creed or ancestry.

C - llli-9-P8 ~BU-Final
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Citizens for Victory 
jb 8 Post Street 

f3an Francisco 4, California

Saturday, January 13, 1945 
K G 0

4:15 - 4:30 P. M.

Announc: "Win the war ... win the Peace 1 The Citiz ens for Victory program ... 

broadcast as a public service by station KGO. Hoyal  citizens of Japanese an**

cestry are now free to return to California and the  other Coast states. What 

problems will they face/ How can those problems be solved harmoniously and in 

the interest of our mounting war effort? Today Citi zens for Victory brings you 

a report on these timely questions. Mr. A. McKie Do nnan is with us as usual, and 

his guest today is Dr. Paul 3. Taylor, professor of  economics at the University 

of California and a vice-chairman of the Pacific Co ast Committee on American 

Principles and Pair Play. And now Mr. Donnan.....

Donnan: Something important happened here in San Fr ancisco this week.... some�

thing important to the whole Pacific Coast, and in that way to the entire Hat ion 

and the world. Pearly 800 representatives of West C oast civic, religious, labor

and other groups concerned with improvement of raci al relations met here in a 

two-day conference to take stock and to map a progr am for the future. One of the

7
biggest problems the conference tacked was the situ ation of the ‘'ap&nese-Ameri-

A

cans who are returning to the Coast after nearly th ree years in relocation cen�

ters. Speakers from a dozen government agencies des cribed the outlook for the

returning evacuees and explained how they will be a ided with difficult job, 

housing, legal, and farm problems. Then there was d i s c u s s i o n . * solid, search 

ing discussion in which nearly all delegates —  incl uding Chinese, Filipino,

MfuewffuEH we turn to Dr. Paul Taylor who is here

for the -i air flay Committee . . . . the organization which sponsored the����������� ��� � � � ����

of the conference Dr. Taylor?
A J
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Taylor: ; month loyal citizens of Japanese ancestry and law -abiding

A
Japanese aliens have been free to return to the Wes t Coast communities from which 

they vi ere evacuated nearly three years ago. The r ight of these? a pane s e -nme r i c an s 

to take up their residence where they please has be en fully established. The War

ADepartment has lifted the exclusion order which pre vented the  ̂return
* J

nd the United States Supreme Court has ruled that 

loyal citizens cannot be detained. The Court put it  this way: "Loyalty is a 

matter of the heart and mind not of race, creed, or  color’".

Donnon: In other words, Dr. Taylor, Japanese-Americ ans now have exactly the 

same right to be here —  or any where else in the co untry —  as have you or

1 ^7
Taylor: Yes, thatTs true. There is no longer any qu estion of the right of Jap- 

anese-Americans to come to California. The question  now is what can we who are 

residents of California do to assist the government  in carrying out the decisions 

of the War Department and' the Supreme Court.... an d this is a very important
PI

question. I think most people agree that if we m m reabsorb the returning evacuees 

in an orderly and harmonious way we will f u r the r  th e war effort. On the other 

hand if we permit irresponsible people to stir up f riction among us
r m %. «# •

the effect on the war effort will be bad. and the p ropagandists in Tokio will
�

have an argument to^JPuse against us.

Donnon: This week’s conference, then,

be taken to give. ®apanese-.mmericans a

was called to study the steps that must 

chance to participate in the war effort

as all Americans have a right to do.

Taylor: Yes, to participate in the war effort here on the West Coast. 4 s you 

know, most of the Japanese-Americans who were evacu ated from the Coast have been



aiding the war effort in other parts of the county —  on farms, in war ind-

evacuation camps have already been relocated in oth er parts of the country 

most of them, of course, in war work. Some 13,000 J apanese-Americans 

have been induscted into the armed forced.

Donnoan: And- they have made brilliant records in c ombat. Japanese-Arnerican

great many G^ld Start mothers in Relocation Camps *

Taylor: Yes, just two weeks ago a unit of ^apane se -American troops fought

boys who were nearly trapped <in the German offensi ve. The soldiers from

Texas, you remember, urged that their 1apanese -Amiri can comrades be made

honorary citizens of Texas as a reward for their he roj^*service. I think

that like the soldiers from Texas most of us apprec iate the part these

Japanese-Americans are playing at the fighting fron ts, but many do

not realize how much oáimm Japanese-American are doing to help the war
�

effort here at home, or how much they may do here o n the Coast now that 

they m #  return. fT"—  111 * . .. h t  ~   — ti-rini n 1 �

A

������ �������� �������

already returned to the -̂ acii ic Coast states. How many more are expected?  

Taylor: Mo one knows for sure.... not even the Japanese -Americans them-

ustries, and on the fighting

soldiers are fighting in Italy, in Prance, and in t he Pacific. There are a

their way through the iirdennes Forest to the side $$ of a * i t ~H" a lim of Texas

As I understand it about 800 Japanese -Ame r i c an s have

selves. Mr. Dillon Myer, the director of the “ar xt elo-

cation Authority, told the conference that most of the Japanese—Americans 

still in the relocation camps and many of those who  have settled in other
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parts of the country haven't Quite decided whether to return or not. Mr.

Myer hazarded the guess that 40,000 might return to  the Coast states during 

1945^but he was far from positive about it. '^t^pli e thing is sure —  the 

result of the evacuation will be to distribute the Japanese- American popu�

lation more evenly through the whole country. For e xample, the conference 

flZXM j
heard that J&mmT are .more a pane se-Americans in Chicago mm* thah there were

p  —

in San Francisco before the evacuation. Some of the se people will return here 

someday, but probably a good many will Choose to re main.

Donnan: And I suppose it is a desirable thing from the point of view of 

Japanese-Americans as well as all other Americans t hat there be no more 

T,Little Tokios” . Well, to get back to the problems  of those who will re�

turn to California... did the conference discover a ny great difficulties 

Japanese-Americans will face in finding jobs here?

Taylor: No, employment seemed to offer fewer diffic ulties than did other

matters. As you know, thousands of war workers are needed here on the Coast 

and |apanese-Americans are just as eligible for war  jobs as you or I. The 

War Relocation Authority and the United states Empo yment Service will help 

the returning evacuees find war-essential work and,  of course, once they 

are at work they will come under the same manpower regulations as do all 

other Americans, Like other minority groups the °ap anese-Americans are pro�

tected against disc^Lrmination in war industries by  the President’s execu�

tive order and the Fair Employment practices Commit tee which enforces th#‘C?
/

order But the conference agreed that in case of

discrimmination or injustice against Japanese -Americans fair-minded people  

in the community should step forward to speak in behalf of  the returning  

evacuee ... we shouldn't leave it all to the government ̂
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Donnan: Yes, as citizens all of us have ai.«"— «* . '«>— «^aggfr to protect the rights
A

of others.

Taylor: I think that the conference showed that org anized labor appreciates the 

weight of that res onsibility. One labor leader sai d this: ”We hr ve members of 

our unions —  Americans of Japanese descent —  in the  war. We have worked along�

side them for years, sat beside them at union meeti ngs, and voted them into union 

offices, and we expect to continue that policy.” Th ere was indication that in 

many communities citizens of every walk of life mea n to study the causes of racial 

tensions and do what they can to relieve theiji. Co nference delegrates from Califor-

nia, Oregon, abd Washington all seemed to agree tha t there is need for organized 

effort against prejudices —  that prejudice can be d efeated if people of good will

will band together and speak out loudly against it 

Donnan; We were speaking of employment problems

may face. These days a job isn’t of much use unless  Ware

returning lapanese-^miericans 

Gjf+tA fa

Can you tell us something about housing for the ret urning evacuees, Dr. Taylor? 

Taylor m i �� i \ n i rr: i i i mmutm-

Htinnlrl . Japanes e-Amer icans will probably find it no harde r to find hous�

ing than do others who come to the Coast these days . Some already own homesnor 

stores to which living quarters are attached. Those  who go into war work will of 

course be eligible for public housing on the same b asis as anyone else. A few 

japanese-¿onerican homeowners rented their houses t o Negroes at the time of the

evaluation. Now that they are ready to return, the Negro tenants im-
� � �

U i »  Fortunately both the Negro £

if
and the *> apanese-Amer ican are taking a very sens ible attitude toward problems of

*  u
this kind. The conference was told by leaders of bo th groups that they will

d
to find a friendly solution tp each individual case  of this kind.



similar problems

Caucasians, but all

4^
between apanese- Americans and Chinese, Filipinos, and

can be solved by good sense, patience, and t/act. I

remember what the leader of a Filipino inter-commun ity organization had to say

k
on this point. Together with Cina —  this man said —  his county hog  sufferred 

more than any other from Japanese agression, but he  and his people feel no bitter�

ness whatever toward Americans of Japanese ancestry . He felt it would be

absurd to hold a grudge against *Japanese-Americans  because of what the facist 

military machine of Japan has done. On the contrary  —  the Filipino leader said

—  there should be unity among all Americans regardl ess of race or ancestry. 

Donnan: That is in perfect harmony with what the Su preme Court said, isn’t it

....i remember you quoted from the Court’s recent d ecision —  ’’Loyalty is a 

matter of the heart and mind and not of race, creed , or color” . But to get 

back to the conference and your explanation of the problems Japanese -Arne r i c an s 

will face on their return here. You have discussied  employment and housing

difficulties. How about farms? I know that a great many of the Japanese-Amer�

icans are expert farmers.

Taylor: The situation of those who wish to return t o farms is somewhat discour^, 

aging, Mr. Donnan. Less than 25 percent will have a ny tenure on the land —  that 

is, less than 25 percent will either own farms or h ave leases. Most of the °ap-

f T - t e  i - / »
anese -Americans sold their equipment at■ the time of the evac uation and will find

��� �
it very difficult to buy new equipment. And of cour se there are some farmers who

*
have profited from the exclusion of the Japanese-Am ericans.... farmers who took

«
# «ns fin *  *

up tjjgpr land equipment and markets 4nd may be rel uctant now to give them up.
�� �� �

I don’t mean to suggest that the average farmer is any less fair or tolerant 

than his city neighbor, but it is not the average f armer who has benefitted from 

the absence of the w»panese-Americans. On the contr ary it is the most highly 

industrialized segment of western agriculture —  the  vetegtable g r o w ^

profited at the expense of the Japanese-Americans and eai^their
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Return for purely selfish reasons. Most farmers hav e no cause at all to fear 

the wapanese-Mmerican farmer or to feel unfriendly towards him. I think a great 

many farmers will welcome the opportunity to employ  Japanese-¿¡meric an farm labor�

ers. At present the government is importing Mexican  nationals at heavy expense 

to work on farms. Every American of Japanese ancest ry who takes a farm job will

P h | /
make it necessary to import one less . So I think t hat both the farmer

A
and the taxpayer have a reason to welcome Japanese- American farm workers.

Donnan: ~there  is a good deal of misunderstanding about the posit ion

of the Japanese-American in agriculture here. I thi nk some farmers have the idea 

that the Japanese-American will be a serious comped itive threat someday, even if 

he is not now. How about that, Dr. Taylor?

Taylor: There is no basis in fact for such a belief , Mr. Donnan. The truth is that 

the d u m b e r  of persons of Japanese ancestry in this country $$  is declining steadily

—  the birthrate among Japanese-Americans is insuffi cient to balance mortality

and emmigration. Not only is the number of J apanes e-Arnerieans declining, the size 

and value of their farms has been dropping for many  years. Before

the evacuation only four-tenths of one percent of t he total West Coast farm acreage 

was in the hands of people of apanese ancestry. Nor  are Japanese-American laborers 

a serious compeditive threat to other farm labor. T he fact is that in 1940 there

. t
were only 8.307 farm laborers of Japanese ## desent  in the x'acific Coast states

—  that number, incidentally, is less than five perc ent of the total of Coast farm 

laborers. So you see, Mr. Donnan, there is little f oundation for many of the 

current beliefs about ‘"ap&nese-Mmerican farmers.

DuiUiL.il. 1 have always 

¡1111
� ̂ : �: ■ ■ �.

m f  tlie most cord



Bonnan: I*M sure that’s true Dr. Taylor.,, not only  as it applies to Japanese- 

A:.. eric an farmers, but to others as well. Misund erstanding# among Americans of 

different races and national origins is really lack  of understanding, and I 

think most of us are agreed that to preserve M M M M a democratic way of life 

we must see to it that there are no second-class ci tizens in this country. We 

are in a critical period now. The return of the Jap anese-Americans gives us 

an opportunity to show that we mean what we say abo ut democracy

Taylor: I think the attitude of California people t oward the returning citizens 

of Japanese ancestry may decidec what will be the r elations between the white 

peoples of the world and the Orientals for generati ons to come. The manner in 

which we treat a few thousand Japanese-Americans, a  few thousand Chinese, and 

a few thousand Filipinos may decide whether we are to  live at peace in the world 

a bombers run from some hundred of millions of Orie ntal peoples. We must

remember that those millions on the other side of t he Pacific are watching

us. ihe iokio propaganidists are watching us. They are eager to make this appear 

a war between Oriental end white peoples if they ca n. We must show by our example 

here at home that we meain live Ameri�

canism as well as talk it.

Donnan: Thank you, Dr. Taylor, for bringing us this  report from the 

conference which made such important news here earl ier this week. If anyone would 

like a copy of today’s broadcast it may be obtained  ## without charge by phoning, writing 

or dropping in at the office of Citizens for Victor y, 68 Post Street, San Francisco.

AnncR: You have been listening to snother Citizens for Victory program broadcast as 

a public service by stateion KG-O, Heard on today’s  program were Dr. Paul S. Taylor,

professor of economics at the University of California and vice-chairman of the
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Pacific Coast Committee for American Principles and iair Play, and Mr. A. MsKie

Donnan. Tune in next Saturday for another "Win the war . • • # win the -̂ eace" broadcast.


