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We, of the Church Council of Sacramento, 
know of the loyalty to the United States of many 
of you who must now move from our community. 
It has been a loyalty which you have maintained 
under difficult circumstances, and we want you to 
know of our understanding. The service which 
you now render to America is the loss, for the 
duration, of your homes. We rejoice to know that 
many of you are facing it in the same spirit in 
which others are facing the possible loss of their 
sons, for much longer than the duration.

We too have a sincere loyalty to our country, 
which at this time is best expressed by offering 
our Christian hospitality to you, our fellow cit�
izens and friends.

We wish you to accept this greeting as our 
token that we believe in you and that we are con�
fident of your loyalty to the highest ideals and 
principles upon which our country is founded.

"May God bless you and keep you—both on 
your going out and on your coming in.”

CHURCH COUNCIL OF SACRAMENTO  

A. Ra y m o n d Gr a n t , President 

A l f r e d  To n n e s s, Executive Secretary 

May 12, 1942.
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The First Congregational Church of Berkeley 
offers its building, and the Protestant Churches 
of Berkeley extend their hospitality to you in 
these days of evacuation. The church proffers the 
facilities of its parish house for your convenience, 

happy to render this patriotic service. The Federal 
authorities requested the use of this building, feel�
ing that it offered the best possible opportunity 
to make the burdens of this trying time easier for 
you. We rejoice in this consideration on the part 
of our government, and feel privileged to be able 
to assist by giving our facilities without charge.

Many of us personally know of the loyalty to 
the United States of many of you who must now 
move from our community. It has been a loyalty 
which you have maintained under difficult circum�
stances, and we want you to know of our under�
standing. The service which you now render to 
America is the loss, for the duration, of your 
homes. We rejoice to know that many of you are 
facing it in the same spirit in which others are 
facing the possible loss of their sons, for much 
longer than the duration.

The Protestant Churches of Berkeley, during 
this period, will extend hospitality to you, a differ�

ent denominational group being in charge each 
day.

The Reception Room of the Church, marked 
BERKELEY CHURCH HOSPITALITY COMMIT�
TEE will be open for your comfort and conven�
ience, with hosts and hostesses present who will 
extend any courtesy which will be of value to you.

The KINDERGARTEN ROOM in the basement 
will serve as a day nursery where your small chil�
dren may be left while you are busy with the 
government officials. We hope to have Japanese 
friends among those on duty, to make all the chil�
dren feel at home.

On the second floor is the LOUNGE, where 
those who are waiting for others of their family 
may rest, with chairs provided and refreshments 
(no charge) at all hours. Cots are available for 
those who need or desire them. The hostess in the 
Lounge will direct you to them.

This statement comes to you with two signa�
tures. One is given under the instruction of the 
Church Council of the First Congregational 
Church, which includes representatives of every 
Board, Committee and Organization of the church. 
The other was authorized by the unanimous vote 
of the Protestant clergy of Berkeley meeting as 
the Berkeley Fellowship of Churches, the minis�
ters in so far as they may act for their parishes, 
believing that every Berkeley Protestant Church



would enthusiastically approve this statement if 
there were time to meet and take action.

We have a deep and profound love for the 
United States, which we are eager to express in 
this opportunity to work along with the govern�
ment. Our program has been projected with the 
knowledge and approval of government authori�
ties, but it is offered entirely through the initiative 
and under the direction of the Berkeley churches. 
The church people must of necessity strictly sep�
arate themselves from governmental procedure, 
but we hope we can offer something of value to 

you in Christian hospitality. Our efforts will be  
a way for your Berkeley friends to say at least that 
we believe in you. We hope they may increase 
your love for your community and the United 
States.

"May God bless you and keep you . . . both on your 

going out and on your coming in”

BERKELEY FELLOWSHIP OF CHURCHES 
U. S. M i t c h e l l , President 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF 
BERKELEY

V e r e V. Lo pe r , M inister 

April 24, 1942.



Berkeley, California 
June 27, 1942

Dear Friend*

The motto of International House THAT BROTHERHOOD MAY PREVAIL grows 
more difficult to live up to day by day* All we can do is keep on trying, and 
hope that through'our home communities and our circ les of friends, we can keep 
some sanity alive, in spite of misinformation and hyst eria.

Mr. Blaisdell has asked the group whose names appear belo w to become 
the nucleus of a committee concerned with the welfare of I nternational House 
members and friends now in Assembly Centers and Reloc ation Areas on the West 
Coast. Hence this letter, which comes to you with s everal suggestions and which 
seeks suggestions from you in return.

Friendly interest helps morale. If you live near an  Assembly 
Center and know anyone confined 'therein, won’t you  call and see how he is getting 
on and offer to be of service? Sometimes'such artic les as tooth powder and laun�
dry soap are not sold at the camp Canteen, and you can help by running errands. 
Often there is need of books, magazines, recreational and teaching mat erial, 
flowers, etc.

2* United we stand. If you belong to a church, a lodge , a university 
club, will you do what you can to arouse the intere st of the group? One individual 
alone can do a little* individuals in an organization can do mo re^ Public opinion 
too often is swayed by hysteria, and there are grou ps already showing indications 

Lt the current movement to disfranchise all people o f Japanese ancestry, for 
instance. We can help to keep this at a minimum by d isplaying an attitude of 
generosity and fair play. When reference is made to the rumored sab otage at Pearl 
Harbor we can remind people that thrt was officially deni ed by the Honolulu Chief 
of Police, the Hawaii delegate to Congress and many  on-the-spot observers. And 
we can say with Dean Deutsch, "«.these people who a re being evacuated have had 
no charges against them individually* they are not g uilty of misconduct. They 
are being removed because of fear, which is gripping the  hearts of some people." 
Perhaps you can initiate a Committee for Fair Play (n ame it what you will) in 
your area.

Let’s keep in touch. If you find something International  House as 
a whole can do, let us know and we’ll pass it along.  If you know former I, House 
members in an evacuation camp in your region, tell us about it and we’ll pass it 
on to their other friends. We hope to compile a lis t of I. House evacuees and 
their new locations soon and we’ll appreciate any h elp you can give us on that.
If you live near Berkeley and would like to work wi th bur committee, please tell 
us. W© want all the suggestions and help you can giv e, because this is a new 
venture and wo want to make it a good one. All correspondence re garding this 
matter should be directed to Miss Eleanor Breed, % International House Association, 
International House, Berkeley, California.

Sincerely yours,

Eleanor Breed, Chairman
Mr. and Mrs. J. Wickson Thomas
5ft*• Penry Griffiths
Miss Bess Kirvon
5ft*. Sanford Treguboff

This letter went to Caucasian I* House members.

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE



• •EUGENIA FUJITA, M. D.
B A R R A C K  9 1 , A PT . 5  

T A N F O R A N  A SS E M B L Y  C E N T E R  
S A N  B R U N O , C A L IF .



/O '— * —

H -z j  " - r û - f c











■

���

'L ^ r ^ Á j  A *¿y*JL } ¿4* P ' r is ir 't

� �� �� �  I



^ ¿ L lc J  ~ ¿ r—d ¿ J b
H r  f  y }  ' /}  A  .

^ —̂ / y i t  /

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ .  <fcU~M£r' ¿ u ���	����� '$ —  ¿ J

l\xJby¿ytJLyna tJ-̂ JLyy-y

�
O X ^ X T  ¿ t  Z p -v  q  A L  / i ,  % &~0 ¿LA-A-J Áy^ J¿yC^l/<j£

y\s ¿LAs ^ L d-A*—̂ -Áy^y^xy  /C  ̂ . C7^<_^ f/ú -^ U  (Xy—A  /¿w  ^A ^cy

( \h \A - Aa C a A tá y  " y ^ y A y ty -y y /Ä y y ^  CUvALx-y _ ^ y » y d * y  /A J y ^ U [ / ^ ( ^X A  y # * - * .y t^ . yC*J ^ C h¿ í -v«^<_-

jj |giSIPmm, i y, / !

4s J~&x JL  .- x á^O -^ u^J^.  /  /nu~*J O s+st^

-t Ù ^C ^  I U f^ > L ^

tíy * y£ - c t^ r j^  t l~ )\J  ~~ X^Lu J ^ h ¿ ^

a a  /Us-f ía~*̂ a ,*4 ¿l .

A A ïb ^ tÀ / aJO L
l

l^ T } u j / ~ x £ ^

flyXyU

LsOulnOj /AjJ-ÁÁ~ , \�b ~ S

y* -+ -*X ^ . A -y^y^ A ^ M x-' CLsLa J 'Æ æ î

o ^ L  � �

( fy -^ ^ zJ x A ^  f A**^JLy JLsÍJL o J L

7k

�

"Xfy(bA/ G-J /Cy/yX\yC ^JLl̂ yO j  <sQ~ t/X  ̂ *A^O 'yAyyyyoyXyA-^J¡yU\y

*Jtsfíc s^iXXLty ^  '/u to^ - í¿g3sA+Áy ^  J J  w ^  ^y/AXA^ 'áxAypU A J
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6yAxy m ÍU k /  ¿cJ ^  * ���� ���	�������	�� />J OAjLy •^UXA^^y

��� ������ �	� $~U áyeyÁ < y'\^, ~^~6yi.X-<_, ^
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OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

FIELD SERVICE

COLORADO RIVER WAR 
RELOCATION PROTECT

Poston, Arizona  
July 85, 1948

Dear Eleanor:

At long last I am getting down to answering your most  
interesting letter. Somehow times flies by so fast. At  
least, while I ’m at the orfice I ’m too busy and when I  get  
home I find myself too- warm and too exhausted to do much. Wh en 
it gets cooler I expect to be more energetic.

It has been over two months since people started to come  
to Poston. Since:we were among the volunteers we actually saw  
Poston in the making. Many or the buildings were not up y et.
The Administration building, the hospital where I work, and  
many other buildings were just floor plans at that time, When  
you stop to think of it in that way, 1 think Poston has made 
great progress. At least, I have never seen so many Japa nese  
congregated together before in all my life. One little gi rl  
told her mother that she didn’t like Japan and that she  
wanted to go back to America. I know this isn’t Japan but  
I, too, wish I were back in Berkeley at the International  
House! How grateful i am for the opportunity of being ab le  
to stay there. Those wonderful; times can not be ta ken away  
from me and at a time like this it gives me a new persp ective  
on things. At times I wonder what’s the use of living, but  
there is always something nice that comes up- maybe a l etter  
from a friend, or else the work done was accomplished an end.

Shall I tell you of my first impression of Poston, not  
saying what I think of it now.

Well, my first impression of Poston was very disappoint�
ing sine© we arrived during a sandstoxmi. oh, such dust. 1  
thought I would be burled alive. 1 can see 1 lived throu gh 
it all since I ’m here to tell about everything. --T he 
barracks were bare with only the straw mattresses that were there  
for us and the beds piled against the wall. Well, the looks  
of the apartments were much better than I had expected . And  
the latrine. I gave a sigh of relief to see that we had  
flushing toilets even though we had no partitions at that  
time, fou had to forget all modesty since the shower room
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wasn’t and probably never be partitioned on.  -- About a
month later I went to a party where some young people gave a 
pantomine or the lire at Poston. One was about Bashful  Betty  
who went to take her first shower here at Poston clad in al l  
her underclothes.

The food! Oh, when I think or the, rood we were fed the  
first two weeks or so,' especially the first week, it makes my  
stomach turn. The cook has changed so our food is bett er. At  
least we get.more green vegetables. At that time we  got the  
queerest combinations. .e got a lot or starch and S pam, Spam,  
Spam, until we wer blue in the race just seeing Spam.  Spam  
may be expensive but you can get too much or it , and w e did.

Did you know that Poston will be the third largest city  
in the baby state of Arizona when all three camps are filled;  
This project is supposed to hold 20,000 people. This pro ject  
is under the Indian Service so the officials are all ver y  
nice. 1 sometimes wonder if;they don’t ■ ■ wonder themsel ves  
.why they chose such a hot place to come to work. vie.’re r-glad  
that they are here but - this heatJ

Our 250 bed hospital is partically completed. We moved  
in before the construction was finished in order to rush the  
construction work since we had too many patients for ou r small  
Emergency Hospital ana our Annex. Even now th re are three  
wards open and. another being completed and not enough room  
for our patients. These doctors and nurses get a work ou t.
I think we 1 re lucky in having the number of doctors and nurses  
that we do have, but l wish we could get more. They really  
get overworked around hare. I never thought I*d be on the  
hospital staff but here 1 am working as .secretary to the  
chief of medical staff. The doctor is so busy all the tim e 
that 1 hardly ever get to see him for every long, ne not  
only carries on the administrative work but he does majority  
or the 033s cases. That’s his speciality along with gynecology.

When it gets cooler the hills in the distant will loo k 
so pretty. When we•first came here it was still cool so we  
certainly enjoyed seeing them in the distance. To watch them  
turn colors as the sun was sinking was a beautiful sight.
On one side or us the hills are so much alike that you  
wonder if man didn’t have a hand in forming them. -- you  
should wee the parks we have opened up in Gamp1 #1. They  
really are nice looking and very cool at times. Last Sunday  
our block, #6, opened up a park. We named our bridge which  
leads to the park, ’’Pioneer Bridge” , but we named our park  
”¥ade Head Park55. Mr. Wade Head is the project director of  
this entire project. We had a regular picnic with program  
and all.
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iou asked about* social activities. There are so many  
things going on around here that it is impossible to keep u p 
with everything. Once a month our quailA) has a party. We  
think up clever themes tor them. The very last one was a  
SouthSea islands theme. We had our, Hawaiian group put on th e 
program. They certainly were good! The time be Tore th e theme  
or the party was "Barnyard Frolics", i wonder what we ’11  
think up next. -- livery Monday night is the Quad A movi e night  
in the open. you  take your own chairs it* you don’t want to  
stand. The movies are old but we enjoy being in the open.
There are always dances going on but I can’t say anything  about  
them since l haven’t been to many. Last weekend we had a  
"Y.W.O.A.ft con Terence. We closed with £ vesper service on  
Sunday evening.

There are so many things I could write about but I believe  
that this is enough for the"time being. I ’ll be writing from  
time to time.

Sincerely,



C-4-1 Fresno  
Assembly Center  
Fresno, Calif*

7 -t lV

Dear Eleanor, V

I think your booklet idea is wonderful and I certainly  
know it will be appreciated by those people in the Centers*

My first impression of the Center? Well— I might have  
been prejudiced. You see, we were evacuated on May 13 and  
May 13 was the day on which I was to be graduated from the  
University* I couldn’t help but notice the contrast between  
the two occasions. At any rate, my main impressions w ere of  
heat and dust I By now, of course, the place is more fami liar  
and such as it is, is home* It ’s strange that we fo rget so  
soon the feelihg of utter desolation that we had when we first  
left our homes to come here.

So to ren/ew  my impressions, I looked back in my- diary  
and I find, wWill the wind never stop blowing the dust around  
in this miniature dust-bowl? The dust seeps^into my clothin g,  
the blankets, and even between my teethi Just two days  
since I washed my hair and it’s already stiff with dust. And  
on top of that— the straw from the mattresses insist on leaking  
out onto the floor.11

And the next day,11 I ’m beginning to understand the meaning  
of the word ” eternity.11 It seems like we’ve been here foreve r  
and it’s been only four days. What will it seem like when  
we’ve been here for a couple of months?11

Well, today is exactly 2 months since our trek here. We  
have our recreation and education programs well underway; the  
first excitement and rush of getting settled is ove r. We should  
be settling down to constructive work and progress but  we just  
mark time— the feeling of impermanence keeps us all u neasy".
All that we do seems like busy work just to keep from spending  
too much time in thinking*

But not everything Is as dark as I have pictured it so  
far. Even here, life has it’s pleasant side. Everyone has  
his little pleasures like the little boy who got so much  
pleasure out of drinking soda-pop that he drank himself sick  
and had to be taken to the hospital to recuperate. Proud  
parents are able to see their children perform for the first  
time in the talent shows which are held once a week and  are  
certainly no discriminators of persons nor talents. Some of  
the younger people, or perhaps I should say, older children  are  
having a field-day in what is their first tr-ste of real  
community living. Our parents, many of them, are getting the  
first.real rest they’ve had since they came to this count ry.
Bh, it’s a wonderful life I



As you probably know, this last week we had a' visit from  
a representative of the Student Relocation Committee and  
temporarily our hopes are high with dreams of school-life as  
usual once again. Even though most of us know that we won ’t  
be able to go in the fall--there is a new goal for us to think  
of and plan for*

The climax of my week comes every week when my visitor  
comes to see me and I can talk to someone objectively about  
our situation and get news of the outside world beyond the  
fences* The visiting room is always crammed with people;  
it1s a mighty popular place. You should see it--a room  
full of people whispering at the top of their voices, struggl ing to  
be quiet and yet heard is really a sight to see*

Be7iore I close, I must add that there is one thing about  
this place that’s very familiar and very like I. House inspite of b  
the vast difference in environment and make-up. One of the  
most frequently discussed topics is food! What are we going  
to have? What will we have for the next meal? I ’m remi nded  
of the House every time I hear people hashing and rehashing  
(no pun intended) the food situation.

Have I given you the kind.of Information that you  
wanted, or have I just enjoyed myself blowing off? Whether  
or not I have written anything you care to use, it has been  
loads of fun thinking on paper like this*

Best of luck on your project--I hope you’ll let me  
know of anything I can do to help you* I have loads of time.

Sincerely,
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& & £ ¿ c  Ĵ * CCftlA.  .
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JLugust 1942

Dear Miss Breed:
May I apologize for my affliction of procrastination. We 

appreciate the interest of our International House friends in our plight 
and future* There is so much to be said and so much to tell that one is 
at a loss to know where to commence.

The egotistic nature, however, arisesto assert ones elf¿flo 
I shall begin by telling you what I am doing. When ou r group arrived in 
camp we found choice office jobs were filled and that  only the recreation 
department seemed to offer anything in way of brain  work* We commenced by 
trying to conduct a recreation-school for children ^-12  years of age.
After about a month of this I was asked to organize  the Boy Scouts* 
Completion of organization found 600 boys in the movement and rarin  g to 
go* Half of the boys are in Cubbing which is for boys  from y to 11.
The other J00 are distributed among 11 troops of Bo y Scouts.

As nearly as possible we have tried to carry out a normal 
program for the boys, but we are constantly hampered by regulat ions of
this camp. For instance, we could not pass boys on knife and hacheit,
swimming, or hiking. We have succeeded in making arrange mfcbs for cooking 
tests and signaling. Then we built a camp site but fou nd that we were 
denied the privileges of overnight camping. On the whole,  however, our . 
program has attracted the boys from 9 to l4 and our  leaders have worked
hard to provide an outlet for the bouncin g energie s of the young boys.
We have a drum and bugle corps here (the empment belon gs to a former 
Los Angeles troop). The boys raise the flag every m orning and lowe r it 
in the evenings. Other communities services are ush ering at community 
events including chruch and distribution of the cam p paper.

It is amazing what can be donw with so little, but if  the 
American people expect our youngsters to grow up \ s  real A mericans we 
need more aid of all sorts. The outside world forgets that  when the 
evacuation was put in execution, it cut all our fut ure hopes for income 
and security. Natnnally some of our very wealthy people have enou gh 
saved of invested that they need not ever work agai n or worry about 
economic security. But about 95^ of our people are eco nomically isolated 
and how does anyone expect us to survive on thosewc o<blie Wages” of $8 and 
$12.per month. Five per cent of the workers receive t he so-called 
professional wages of $16.00 per month. In no sense can this  wage scale 
called )6jA adequate or even decent after forcing us to give our inalienable 
rights as citizens.

People expect us to be grateful that we are being 
treated us well in camp and they say ”well, aren’t you g etting food, 
clothing, and shelter?” No, we are not satisfied because t hat isn’t 
half of the stories. The real truth of the camp isn’t getti ng out to 
the outside worldoryftfrlt is it being suppressed t o satisfy the conscience 
of our politicians, race-baiters, and economic inte rests.
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Yes, we give some credit to the administrators for their efforts but by
all sociological standards they aren’t up to par. I nstead of dealing with us 
as people possessed of sense and intelligence they tr y to coerce us into keeping 
order by severe regulations, unreasonable tactics, and penal ties. They penalize 
the whole ca$p because a few of our bums get out of  hand and commit a misdeamor. 
They squash all attempts to organize for coordination an d even the purely in�
tellectual groups such as forums, study groups ,etc. They at titude of the 
administrators is: BWe have the power, we run the ca mp as we see fit, you’re 
Japs, if you don’t toe the mark, we'll ship you to Arizona(he11-hole),camps/

Noone is willing to try to bring some semblance of ord er into our lives. More 
pessimisstic talk is circulated hre and rumor-mongers have their field days,
I should say the morale of this community is very low. And even mora ls are 
disintegrating among the young people. The lack of privacy and quiet accelerates 
the break-down of morale, I'J’hej* Home is no longer ¿ he binding unit for the 
family members. The youn^rs eat with their friends and ar e ever home from 
the time they leave for school or work tillevening when they  go to sleep.
Many Nisei between JO and 40 are bitter, disillusio ned and instead of being 
an stimulating influence to the youngsters between 16 and 21 making th em lose 
all hopes for a future. Thus, with idle timeand so much pe ssimissitc talk 
the young people no longer think seriously of the ftur e. All they care about 
is socials and sports. Fellows form into gangs and indulge in gang fights and 
rowdyism. Boys and girls instead of acting normally like good friends fool 
around and pet and neck in broad daylight. The so-c alled Japanese modesty or 
shyness is a thing of the past.

hard time trying to maintain their equilibrium when the administra tion commits 
one blunder after another. Somehow they don’t seem to realize they aEe 
dealing with human beings, culturally and in thinking n o different then them�
selves. And we have small children and elderly folks. We  are not permitted 
to have Japanese literature of any sort except dict ionaries or bibles. No 
Japanese records. Most of the olders folks cannot b e expected to learn English 
now and to strip them of their few pleasures and al l thecomforts of home entitled 
to people who have lived most of their good life is s omehow akin to Third Reich,

Well, there isn’t much to write except bitterness. If we laugh, it’s forced 
or hysterical half of the time. People are constantly reminiscing  of the past 
and are afraid to talk of the future. Sure adjustme nts are being made but it 
doesn't come overnight.

and clothing is not enough for life. And after livi ng in an environment and 
atmoskphere full of liberties, privileges, space, a nd accustomed to high 
standardof living and to come to this......it’s a shhc k, it's eating mud,
it rubs one the wrong way, your faith in American way of  life wavers, you 
begin to wonder about your Caucasian friends, you get ma djg, you start to 
hate the wrong people, you make generalities, and you do n’t sleep well.
Then a period of I don't give a damn, what's the use,  numbness of mind and 
intellect, and the seeking for the purely sensuous.  The pursuit of romance 
and overeating and talk offood. All attempts at escap e.

Now some of us have started to analyze ourselves. T o take a grip 

upon our lives and making attempts to acquire new ski lls and interests.

The result is that all our natural community leaders are laying low.

People are losing their mental balance and even the  leaders have a

All our American friends write and say, Why are you so  bitter?

I don't know if most people realize or not but mere ly food, shelter
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Manzanar Reception Center 
Manzanar, Calif*
Sept. 10, 1942.

Dear Miss Breed,

This is in reply to your letter of Dune the 25th. Sorry to 
be so late in answering but there seemed to be many things to do 
in this new camp life in the way of adjustments as well as trying 
to. find a place of usefulness in this so-called HCity of Manzanar”.

Dr. Blaisdell was here for a visit the other week and I had 
the pleasure of meeting him. Re reminded me of the fact that there 
was a letter that l should take the time to answer, meaning the one 
l had received from you. Here I am answering i t  so please te ll him 
that his reprimand resulted in action.

My husband and I were living in West Los Angeles so we were 
evacuated with the others in that community on the 26th of April 
to Manzanar. Needless to say the experience of evacuation will 
leave a lasting impression of mixed emotions, confusion, injustice 
of such an action as well as a feeling of adventure ahead into a 
life heretofore unknown to us, a maze of feelings hard to describe.

Much can be written as to all the experiences that we were 
forced to face as we want through the process of becoming rtin�
mates of a concentration camp”. Most of us are trying to make the 
best of the situation but not with a feelihg of satisfaction or 
with a feeling of complete abandon to fate but with a stóic out�
look on all existing conditions around us.

Since my husband is a Baptist minister, he has been busy 
organizing the Christian movemnet in this camp with the other 
Protestant ministers. The set-up here is Interdenominational 
in nature. There are^fsets of Sunday morning services for the 
adults in the Dapanese language, 2 sets of sevices in the mor&- 
ings for the Young People in the English language with 2 Fellow�
ship groups in the evenings. There are 5 Sunday Schools for 
the children, 3 prayer meetings for the adults on «ednessday, 
evenings, 5 Bible classes plus many other special meeting. So 
you see, the Protestant ministers are kept busy helping to keep 
up the morale of the camp with their program. I might add that 
there is a Buddhist Church in camp as well as a Catholic Church. 
Everything is carried on under much handicap as to material 
equipment.

i have been working in the Educational field in organizing a 
program of Adult Education. Since the 5th of May, my task has been 
to set up a system of teaching English and material on Citizenship 
to the adults in this camp. My staff compied of 7 teachers and a 
secretary just closed a summer session of 13 classes with the 
enrollment of close to 300 students. -̂ 11 of our students are of 
the non- English speaking group. It has been interesting to see
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■the students continue these courses under much handicap and on c 
voluntary basis* We had three groups of classes, the Beginners, 
the intennediatess and the Advanced* Eight now we are in the 
middle of registration of all students who wish to continue as well 
as those who would like to start* We hope to begin classes next week.

Another project in which l have been interested is in the 
formation of a Junior Matrons Club under the Y* W. C. A* This 
group is open to the Caucasian matrons in the camp as well as to 
the English speaking matrons in our group. Life for many of the 
young matrons in the camp is rather drab with washing, ironing, 
caring for children and the like being the only things to look 
forward to every day. i am hoping that this club will act as a 
means of an out-let for them* We have chosen one Saturday after�
noon and one Tuesday evening a month as our meeting days as the 
husbands will be able to care for the children on those nights 
and Saturday being half day for work* when our program is 
organized £ shall let you know more about it*

i f  possible -*■  would like to receive printed material on the 
activities of the international House, -‘■ t is always pleasant to 
read of the doing of the outside world.

As to the possible ways in which anyone can help those in 
these camps, these may be a few suggestions! Sending books to 
the libray, collecting toys for the children for Christmas, 
sending financial aid to the Cildren*s Village, the orphanage 
in this camp and above all not forgetting us and our situation.

Please excuse the errors in typing, i shall be looking 
forward to hearing from you. If there are any members who would 
be interested in corcesponding with students here please let me know.

Sincerely,



August 23, 1942 
Santa Anita, California

Dear Miss Breed,
For the most part I ’ve found it very difficult to write 

letters from the camp. There is the heat and dust and not 
being able to get away from others long enough to think any�
thing through properly* But more thn these external things,
I think the greatest difficulty is the feeling of the hope�
lessness of getting a common basis for an exchange of ideas 
or experiences. People are no longer the same when surround�
ings and acquaintances have changed. It seems better to 
remain a blank, rather than become an inaccurate, image. Too 
I feel that this letter is to a past and not a thing pertain- 
even to the present, and the present holds little  for me.
The past is very definitely gone and though it was pleasant 
and a good past, the future holds promise of much more. This 
is no excuse for my negligence, but an explanation of sorts.

It is a fascinating experience, but I think I would feel 
the same towards being in a Nazi dominated country or anywhere 
where there are people doing things or having to do them. I tTs 
the actions of the individual persons, the effect on others 
and their reactions in return that make up the situations 
and that is what is interesting.

The camps have very good and surprising^so features, and 
too it has its smelly aspects depending on where one looks and 
what one uses hs the standard of measurement. I ’m in no 
position to judge, ,so only absorb as much information as 
possible for my own interest, but their validity is such 
that they do not deserve form on paper.

One real opportunity tht is here is the easy access to 
all types people that would naturally result from the con�
densation of nearly nineteen thousand people from cities, 
farm areas, small towns, fishing communities, college and 
residential towns and any other areas of human activity.
It develops tolerance twards the stupidity that does exist 
among human beings, but also gives one more and more confi�
dence 'for the ultimate progress of people. Believing in the 
future, it is easier to receive all that the present offers, 
without falling into the fault of living for just the day.

The other night the Blue and White messes had their 
social, which was in a way a farewell.to Santa Anita. The 
songs and dances formally put on as a program lacked the 
feeling and appeal, for me at least, that they had when they 
were sung by the food servers, or any of the other mess work�
ers to pass the time away during the lags in the hour and a



half shift three times a day when thirty six hundred or four 
thousand poured by in a pattern so similar, day after day.
The amount of singing hit a high when all Japanese literature, 
but the Bible and American-Japanese dictionary became contra�
band and within a few days even the songs would be taken away.

There was singing after eating in that truly blessed 
quiet that came after the dish washing was finished. Anyone 
who has not heaid the noise in the mess hall during the busi�
ness hours at Santa Anita cannot possibly appreciate the 
silence that follows. It is not even the volume of noise, 
but more that peculiar Ranging, rising crescendo, psycho�
logical perhaps, but related to the fact that the noise 
begins about five blocks away from the mess hall. This in�
creases as you approach, enter the building, sit for fifteen 
minutes in the constant rattle and finally reaching its 
climax as you turn in or throw your plates in to the dish�
washers.

Santa Anita will begin to break up this coming Wednesday. 
With the estimated rate of six'hundred every other day, i t  
will take over two months. We will be scattered over 
Wyoming, Arizona, Utah, Colorado, Arkansas, and California.
To write of the coming of eighteen thousand from their homes 
to a temporary assembly center, to live together for three or 
four months to go again day after day six hundred at a time 
to vague and unknown things as bizzards and vast reclamation 
projects is beyond me. It is just as difficult to write 
of the experiences and reactions of one person without know�
ing to whom one speaks, unless everything is said.

As for the tangible things I have done, they*re few in 
number but varied. Steam-table server on the workers*line 
and then the baby line, then received a transfer to the 
Writers * Project to work with twenty four others in an 
attempt to write a documentary history of the Santa Anita 
Center from its very bare beginnings. The extra-curricular 
activities were life art classes and judo. At present I 
am waiting for an army permit to travel to Manzanar to work 
on the guayule project as a sort of assistant cjrfco-genetist•

This is all that I can say for myself. I'm sorry that 
it couldn't have been better after the long delay.

Yery sincerely,
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Block 'd, Bar, 4, Ap’t. 1 
Fresno Assembly Center 

Fresno, California
J u 2 $  2 4 , 1 9 4 2

Dear Miss Breed,
Thank you so much for your letter---we sure appreciate

the interest that you and your committee have shown in us.
It really means a lot to know that those on the " outside” 
are trying to help us. And the booklet idea sounds really 
swell---please put me on the mailing list so I won’t miss 
out on any of the news.

Let*s see---as to the life here, and all-—The first
thing that comes to my mind is the HEAT! Simply terrific! 
With my sunburn and all, 1 look like a licorice drop wearing 
glasses. I ’m T HAT black. But this place is really not 
bad, although it* s far from bring a ’’recreation center”, as 
some people have mistakenly called it. The food’s O.K. ,
(I ’ve really gotten on very intimate terms with the potato) 
the straw mattress is stil l lumpy but better, and johnnies
have been improved. As for the dust---welll-—i t ’s so thick
that it doesn’t do much good to shower, except that you 
can acquire a new coat of dust.

Needless to say , the evacuation was such a drastic
change for all of us---but we’ve finally fallen Into a normal
foutine of living as possible under the circumstances. Our 
jobs take up the greater part of our time and the evenings 
are pretty well filled eith talent shows, forums, dances, 
dtc. Right now, I ’m teaching three English classes in our 
Summer School, working ftfvfc with the Forum groups, and doing 
Girl Scouts work. Lots of fun, and lots of new experiences.

All in all, the set-J-up here is fairly good, generally 
speaking. I won’t mention morale, because I ’m not qualified 
to make any statements. However, I will say that the new 
orders which came out today, establishing lights-out (also 
radios turned off) at 10;30 P.M . every night , has lots 
of people wondering. I for one am awfully anxious to know 
the whys and wherefores of the whole thing, because these 
new orders certainly seem to infringe on our personal and 
individual rights. Also, I ’m afraid that there’s a 
tendency to get into a rut, physically, mentally, and spir�
itually. I t ’s so easy to go stale in a place like this, 
which is not inspiring, to say the least.

Luckily there are a few Gal kids in our center. Last 
night, about ten of us had a get-together, and had a grand 
time eating watermelon, cheese crackers, and potato chips, 
interspersed with a lot of gabbing about Cal and stuff. It 
felt so good to talk about the ”Good old days” when we 
were out in civilization. (that(s what we call the outside 
world.)



Right now my main interest is in getting out of this 
place, hack east to some university. The idea of spe nding 
any length of time here simply doesn11 appeal in the least. 
I ’m too afraid that this sort of life will get the best of 
me, and I ’m also anxious to get out so I can continue my 
education, possibly in the field of Social Group Work.

Let me know if you’d like more information as to the
set-up here--- I didn’t know exactly how much factual material
you wanted. Thanks again for your interest in us, and I ’d 
certainly appreciate it if you would let me know if I can 
help out in any way.

P.S. My handwriting is really very scribbly, so I thought 
this typewriter might save you a lot of unnecessary 
decipher mg.

Sincerely



Building 413, Apartment A 
Tule Lake Project, W.R.A. 
Newell, California

July 16, 1942

Mise Eleanor Breed 
The International House Association 
International House 
Berkeley, California

Dear Miss Breed,

I  received your note requesting le t te r s  giving information on 
the l i f e  led by evacuees and suggesting the printing of booklets ior 
circulation among the alumni, and during the past few days have given 
the matter considerable thought* While i t  is  easy to see the sincere 
intention of your project and the potential value of such a pamphlet, 
I cannot find a way in which I can cooperate with you inthe whole- 
hearted manner in which I should lik e to participate. There are two 
reasons that make me hesitant.

I must confess that I do have some material of the nature that^  
you suggest; however, I am a paid employee of the University of Cali�
fornia stationed here in Tule Lake for the purpose of making oBserva- 
t ion s. While some of the data I am co llecting w il l be used for  
material for ray Ph.D. th es is , most of i t  belongs to the University 
and I cannot take the liberty  of disposing with i t  as I see f i t . 
(Please keep the subject of the research project by the University 
and my connection to i t  confidential}.

The second reason that I cannot send some of the material I 
Have is  that I wish to cooperate with the War Relocation Authority  
as much as possib le. After the cordial reception that they have 
given to our research project, there is  l i t t l e  else that we could do 
unless we were unduly ungrateful. The War Relocation Authority  
frowns upon too much information leaving the Centers because they 
realize that the public opinion in certain segments of the population 
are not in accord with their humanitarian po lic ies and anything short 
of prison treatment w il l  be attacked. When we consider the ia c t that 
the W. R. A. must ask Congress for m illions of dollars^a year to 
pay i t s  expenses, their  attitude is  easily  understaudible. While 
there is  no censorship in the center, I fee l that indiviaually an as 
a part of the s ta f f  in the study I should cooperate with their  
effo r ts to the best of my a b il i ty .

I t  i s  indeed with regret that I must reply in th is manner. Please 
rest assured that I shall be glad to cooperate with you in any other
way. Very sincerely,



This le t te r  was sent to  evacuees, former I* House members, as soon 
as we could locate which Assembly Center they were in . The le t te rs 
that follow are their  rep lies, from which �� digest has been made 
for publication in  a forthcoming issue of the Quarterly.

Dear

Mr. B la is d e l l  of I n te rn a t io n a l  House has asked me to  be chairm an o f a 
committee o f th e  Alumni A sso c ia tio n  concerning i t s el f  p a r t ic u la r ly  w ith  evacuees, 
to  keep House members and f r ien d s  in  touch w ith  each o th e r . There a re  a thousand 
th in g s  fo r  such a committee to  do, of course, and we won’t  be a b le , I ’m a f ra id ,  
to  do them a l l .  But one im portan t one, I f e e l ,  i s  th e  spreading o f in fo rm ation . 
Hence th is  l e t t e r  to  you, to  ask  you to  w r i te  me a le t t e r  in  re tu rn .

During th e  p ast th re e  or fou r months H isto ry  has cane p re t ty  fo rc ib ly  
in to  your l i f e ,  tak in g  you away from, th e  th in g s  you have known and p lan tin g  you 
down among th in g s  th a t  a re  new and s tran g e , and, f re qu e n tly , uncom fortab le.
Your f r ien d s  want to  know about you — where you a re, how you a r e ,  what you a re  
doing, what you need, how they  can h e lp .

Mod: of us r e a l iz e  th a t  t h i s  business o f being a v ic tim  o f war i s  a 
m a tte r of luck  - -  bad luck - -  depending upon d ec is io n s made across th e  seas, 
over which we have no c o n tro l .  The f a c t  t h a t  you had to  move and I d id n ’t  is  
noth ing e i th e r  of us were to  blame fo r ,  o u rse lv es . You a re  meeting th e  s i tu at io n  
in  r e a l i t y  - -  I meet i t  on ly  in  im ag ina tion , and I wonder, o f te n , w hether I  could 
" tak e  i t "  i f  I had t o . .  How did you meet i t ,  and how has your po in t o f view 
changed as tim e has gone on? W ill you w r i te  me about t h i s ,  and add l i t t l e  human 
in te re s t  in c id e n ts  about some of th e  o th e r people around you and how they  a re  
a d ju s t in g  to  th e  s i tu a t io n ?

I want very much to  have a book le t made from your le t t e r s , '  i f  i t  can 
be worked o u t. I f  we can f inance  th e  p r in t in g  (my nex t problem) we can send 
th e  book le ts  out ( l )  as a so r t  o f round-rob in  l e t t er  to  a l l  form er House members 
and f r ie n d s  now in  Assembly C enters and R elocation  A reas, (2) to  o ther West • 
Coast House alum ni, who so f a r  know very  l i t t l e  about what th e  evacuation  o rders 
have meant in  th e  l iv e s  of th o se  evacuated, and (3) to  th e  Chicago and. Hew York 
Houses, who know s t i l l  l e s s .  In  a way, t h i s  book le t may tu rn  out to  be a ra th e r  
h is to r ic  document, you see, and i t  may seem w ise  to work up a Volume I I ,  perhaps, 
s ix  months from now. Any suggestions fo r  a good t i t l e  fo r  the book le t?

P lease  l e t  me hear from you on t h i s  soon.

Sine e re ly ,

E leanor D. Breed

Enclosed: stamped re tu rn  
envelope
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M in »  O k u b o
T a n f o r a n
B a r r a c k  1 6 — 5 0
S a n  B r u n o ,  C a l i f o r n i a
S e p t e m b e r  1 s t ,  194 -2

B e a r  M ia s  B r e e d :

On M ay 1 s t ,  1 9 4 2  X w a s  r e d u c e d  t o  a  n u m b e r  a n d  p l a ce d  
i n  a  h o r s e  s t a l l  a t  T a n f o r a n  A s s e m b l y  C e n t e r ,  S a n  Br u n o , 
C a l i f o r n i a .  T h i s  p l a c e  w a s  f o r m e r l y  t h e  T a n f o r a n  R ac e 
T r a c k s .  X a r r i v e d  h e r e  u n d e r  a r m e d  g u a r d s .

T h e  C e n t e r  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  h i g h  b a r b e d  w i r e  f e n c e , 
w i t h  a  g o o d  n u m b e r  o f  s o l d i e r s  o n  p a t r o l  o u t s i d e  t he  f e n c e 
a n d  i n t e r n a l  p o l i c e m e n  w i t h i n *

C o n d i t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  i m p r o v i n g  b u t  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  s ti l l  
b e t t e r .  H o  m a t t e r  h o w  w e l l  w e  a r e  t r e a t e d ,  w e  c a n f t g e t  
a w a y  f r o m  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  b e i n g  p r i s o n e r s *  — C e n s o r s hi p  i s  
a l s o  v e r y  s t r o n g *

U p  t o  t h e  v e r y  l a s t  d a y  o f  A p r i l  5 0 t h ,  1 9 4 2  I  w a s  in  
t h e  e m p lo y  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  F e d e r a l  A r t  P r o g r a m  
a s  a  G r a d e  A  A r t i s t .  1  d e s i g n e d  a n d  e x e c u t e d  m o s a i c 
m u r a l s  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A rm y a n d  X p l a n n e d  p o st e r s  
a n d  s i g n s  f o r  t h e  O a k la n d  D e f e n s e  C o u n c i l *  — T h e  l a st  o f  
t h e  s i x  m o s a i c s  f o r  t h e  n e w  O a k la n d  H o s p i t a l i t y  H o us e  h a d 
t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  s o  1  d l d n f t  h a v e  m u ch  t i m e  f o r  p a ck i n g *  1  
s h a l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  s l e e p l e s s  n i g h t s  a n d  t h e  m ad p ack * *  
i n g *  T o  t h i s  d a y  1  am  n o t  q u i t e  s u r e  w h e r e  1  s c a t t er e d  
m y b e l o n g i n g s , I n c l u d i n g  a l l  o f  m y f u r n i t u r e *

A l l  t h i s  h a p p e n e d  t o o  q u i c k l y  f o r  m o s t  o f  u s  t o  t h in k  
a b o u t * a n d  f i g h t  f o r  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s *  B e f o r e  w e 
k n e w  i t  w e  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  a  s m a l l  o r g a n i z e d  g ro u p  o f  
J a p a n e s e  w h o  t o o k  t h e  m a t t e r  w h o l l y  i n t o  t h e i r  h a n ds *  1  
p e r s o n a l l y  t h i n k  w e  g o t  a  r o t t e n  d e a l *  W hen d e c r e e  s o  a n d 
s o  c a m e  o u t ,  1  w a s  e v a c u a t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  th e m *

T h e  i r o n y  o f  t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  y e ar s  
1 9 3 8 - 1 9 4 0  I  w a s  i n  E u r o p e .  I  w a s  o n  a  t r a v e l i n g  a r t 
s c h o l a r s h i p  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a .  B e i n g  a n  
a r t i s t  1  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p e o p l e  a s  I n d i v i d u a l s ,  no t  a s 
p o l i t i c a l  b o d i e s *  A s  1  t r a v e l e d  t h r o u g h  m o r e  th e m  a 
d o z e n  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s ,  X n o t i c e d  t h e  s e l f - c e n t er e d n e s s
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o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s • 1  w on d e r e d
i f  e v e r  t h e  n a t i o n s  would g e t  t o g e t h e r  t o  t h i n k  a l i k e *
R a c i a l  p e r s e c u t i o n  w a s  a l s o  v e r y  s t r o n g  a t  t h e  t i m e,  m o r e 
s o  i n  s o m e  c o u n t r i e s  t h a n  i n  o t h e r s *  W hen I  s a w  a l l t h i s  
X t h o u g h t  h o w  h a p p y  X w o u ld  b e  t o  b e  b a c k  I n  A m e r ica *

X h a v e  m a d e  m a n y  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  X 
h a v e  k e p t  u p  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  th e m *  C e n s o r s h i p  ha s 
s t o p p e d  a  g r e a t  m a n y  o f  t h e m  b u t  t o  t h i s  d a y  X r e c ei v e  
l e t t e r s  p o s t m a r k e d  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  E g y p t ,  F r a n c e *  M y fr i e n d s  
t e l l  m e a b o u t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a b r o a d  I n  t h e i r  l e t t e rs  a n d 
e x p r e s s  t h e i r  e n v y  o f  m y l i v i n g  i n  a  c o u n t r y  l i k e  th e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s *  W hat am X t o  s a y  t o  t h e s e  f r i e n d s ?  X h a v e 
n o t  a n s w e r e d  t h e i r  l e t t e r s  b e c a u s e  X h a t e  t o  t e l l  th e m  
w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  t o  m e i n  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  f r e e  c o u nt r y *
T h e  i d e a  a l o n e  w o u ld  s a d d e n  th e m *

L i f e  o n  t h e  t r a c k s  i s  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  a  p a r a d i s e  a s 
m a n y  p e o p l e  w o u ld  h a v e  y o u  b e l i e v e *  X t  m a y  b e  s u c h  a  
p l a c e  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  n o  g r e y  m a t t e r  b u t  f o r  t h os e  w h o 
h a v e  a n y  n o r m a l  a m o u n t  o f  s e n s e  a n d  w h o  a r e  u s e d  t o a n  
a c t i v e  l i f e ,  i t  is a  pity a n d  a  l o t  o f  w a s t e  o f  e n e r g y *

X h a v e  f r i e n d s  w h o  s a y ,  "W hy, y o u  a r e  g e t t i n g  f r e e 
b o a r d ,  f r e e  f o o d ,  f r e e  c l o t h i n g ,  e t c *  Y o u  h a v e  n o  wo r r i e s * "  
H a v i n g  n o t  b e e n  i n  o u r  s h o e s ,  h o w  a r e  t h e y  t o  J u d g e o u r  
i n n e r  f e e l i n g s ?  I t  i s n f t  s o  m u ch  t h e  m a t e r i a l  o r 
p h y s i c a l  a s p e c t s  t h a t  m a t t e r *  X t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  f a r  de e p e r *
I t  i s  t h e  e f f e c t  o n  o u r  s p i r i t *  X t  i s n ’ t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  
w h e t h e r  w e  g e t  h o t  o r  c o l d  w a t e r ;  b e a n s  o r  s t e w ;  f ea t h e r  
o r  s t r a w  m a t t r e s s e s , i t  i s  t h e  i d e a  o f  b e i n g  p u t  a wa y  i n t o  
c a m p s ,  c o m p l e t e l y  d i v o r c e d  f r o m  t h e  n a t i o n a l  D e f e n se  
e f f o r t .  T h i s  i s  w h a t  h u r t s *  A n  a c t  l i k e  t h i s  o n l y  h e l p s  
t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  g r e a t e r  h a t r e d  a n d  g r e e d *

We a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  f i g h t i n g  f o r  d e m o c r a t i c  i d e a l s 
a n d  y e t  e v e r y t h i n g  s e e m s  s o  c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  W h a t i s  s a i d  
a n d  w h a t  i s  d o n e  a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  d i f f e r e n t *  E v e r y t h in g  
p o i n t s  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  g r o u p s  a n d  n o t  f o r  
a l l *  A r e  w e  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c ou n t r i e s ?

B e i n g  a m b i t i o u s  a n d  o p t o m i s t i o  X l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  a 
b e t t e r  t o m o r r o w  b u t  X d o n ’ t  e x p e c t  i t  s o o n *  S o m e t im es  X 
d o u b t  i f  t h i n g s  will b e  c l e a r e d  u p  b y  t h e  m a n y  s a c r i f i c e s 
m a d e  i n  t h i s  w a r *

F o r  f o u r  m o n t h s  X h a v e  b e e n  i n  ca m p  m a k in g  o b s e r v a �
t i o n s  s t u d y i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  h u m a n  b e i n g s *  T h e r e  ar e
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m a n y  i n t e r e s t i n g  c h a r a c t e r s  h e r e .  M an y  o f  t h e m  h a v e h e a r t -  
b r e a k i n g  l i f e  s t o r i e s  t o  t e l i *  T h e  t r u t h  i s  c l e a r e st  a m o n g 
t h e  " d o w n - t o - e a r t h ” t y p e s .  M o s t  o f  th e m  h a v e  s u f f e re d  a n d 
s a c r i f i c e d  f fu o h  t o  f i n d  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e  f o r  t h e i r  ch i l d r e n #  
U h e v  h a v e  f o u g h t  p e r s e c u t i o n  a n d  i n t o l e r a n c e  b e f o r e.  . O f 
c o u r s e  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  m a k e  i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t he  r e s t 
b v  s e e k i n g  t h i n g s  f o r  o w n  s e l f i s h  i n t e r e s t s  b u t  y o u s h o u l d  
n o t  j u d g e  e v e r y o n e  b y  t h e s e  f e w .  On t h e  w h o le »  I  t hi n k  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  © f  t h e  p e o p l e  w i s h  t o  m a k e  a n  h o n e s t  l i v e li h o o d #

P e r s o n a l l y »  X f e e l  t h a t  t h e  f o u r  m o n th s  h a v e  n o t  b ee n  
v e r y  p l e a s a n t  » b u t  X h a v e  f o u n d  i t  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d 
h u m o r o u s .  S i n c e  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  h a v e  l i v e d a m o n g 
t h e  J a p a n e s e  p e o p l e  t h i s  cam p  i s  l i k e  a  f o r e i g n  c o un t r y  t o  

m e .

We a l l  t h i n k  a n d  w o n d e r  %&at t h i s  i s  a l l  a b o u t #  T h e 
o l d  f o l k s  h e r e  a c c u s e  t h e  s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  f o r  b r in g i n g  
a b o u t  t h i s  e v a c u a t i o n  a n d  v i c e  v e r s a #  M a n y  d o  n o t  kn o w  
w h a t  i t  i s  a l l  a b o u t .  T h e  y o u n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  a s k  m an y  
e m b a r r a s s i n g  Q u e s t i o n s • H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  o f  u s  w h o 
d o  k n o w  w h a t  i t  % a l l  a b o u t  a n d  p r a y  f o r  o u r  f u t u r e .  I  
h a v e  n o t i c e d  l a t e l y  t h a t  t h i s  p a s s i v e  e x i s t e n c e  h a s g i v e n  
m a n y  t h è  "X d o n ' t  g i v e  a  d am n  f e e l i n g . "

I  t e a c h  A r t  t h r e e  f u l l  d a y s  a  w e e k  a n d  w h e n  X k e e p 
s m i l i n g  t o  t h e s e  y o u n g s t e r s  a b o u t  t h e  j o y s  o f  l i v i ng  i n  
t h i s  d e m o c r a t i c  c o u n t r y  s o m e t i m e s  X w o n d e r  w h e t h e r  I  r e a l l y  
b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  t h i n g s  X t e l l  th e m *

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r a l  a r t  a n d  h o b b y  e x h i b i t i o n s 
g i v e n  h e r e  i n  Camp* XT y o u  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  i n d u s t r y  an d  t h e  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  Of t h e  J a p a n e s e  e v a c u e e s  a s  s h o w n  b y  t h e  v a �
r i o u s  a r t i c l e s  t h e y ^ m a d e  f r o m  l i m i t e d  m a t e r i a l s  c o ll e c t e d  
h e r e  i n  c a m p , y o u  c a n ' t  h e l p  b u t  n o t i c e  t h e  t a l e n t  a n d  
e n e r g y  w h i c h  a r e  b e i n g  w a s t e d .  I t  i s  a  s h a m e  t o  h e ar  t h a t  
o n  t h e  o u t s i d e  t h e r e  i s  a  l a b o r  s h o r t a g e .  T h e  e x - c on v i c t s  
a r e  f r e e d ,  l a b o r e r s  a x e  t r a n s p o r t e d  f r o m  M e x i c o .  C hi l d r e n  
i n  t e e n  a g e  a r e  a s k e d  t o  w o r k .  W h at a r e  w e  i n  o u r  po s i �

t i o n  t o  t h i n k ?

T h e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  o f  t h i s  e v a c u a t i o n  p u z z l e  m e# X 
h a v e  a  f r i e n d  i n  cam p  w h o  o r i g i n a t e d  f r o m  U t a h  b u t  b e c a u s e 
h e  w a s  i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  w h e n  d e c r e e  s o  a n d  s o  ca m e o u t ,  
h e  c a m e  h e r e .  H i s  f o l k s  a r e  i n  U t a h .  N ow  s i n c e  t h e  cam p 
i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  r e m o v e d  t o  a  r e l o c a t i o n  cam p  i n  U t a h,  h e ,  a 
c i t i z e n ,  w i l l  b e  i n t e r n e d  i n  cam p  w h i l e  h i s  a l i e n  pa r e n t s  

w i l l  c o m e  t o  p a y  h im  a  v i s i t .  — X h a v e  a n o t h e r  f r i e n d#



a

4 *

% H i s  f a t h e r  i s  a n  a l i e n  i n t e r n e e *  H i s  o l d e s t  b r o t h er  i s
^ t e a c h i n g  J a p a n e s e  t o  A rm y m e n , H i s  o t h e r  b r o t h e r  i s  a  p r i -
v v a t e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A rm y a n d  h e  i s  i n  t u r n  a  p r i v a t e .
• H i s  m o t h e r  a n d  s i s t e r  a r e  i n  c a m p .

T h e y  s a y  t h e  o n e  r e a s o n  f o r  e v a c u a t i o n  w a s  b e c a u s e  o f  
l a c k  o f  t i m e .  B u t  w h y ?  E v e n  i n  E n g la n d  W h ere  w a r  w as  i n  
f u l l  s w i n g  a  f a i r  t r i a l  w a s  g i v e n  t o  a l l  f o r e i g n  i n d i v i �
d u a l s  w h o  h a p p e n e d  t o  r e s i d e  o r  b e  t h e r e .

I t  a l l  b o i l s  d o w n  t o  t h e  s a m e  o l d  s t o r y — p r e j u d i c e , 
m o n e y ,  p o l i t i c s .  P r e s s u r e  g r o u p s  o v e r  m i n o r i t y .  U n ti l  
t h e r e  i s  c o m p l e t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  w i l l  n e v e r  b e p e a c e .

W h at I  p i t y  m o s t i s  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a�
t i o n .  A n  a t m o s p h e r e  l i k e  t h e  cam p  i s  a  p r i z e .  C h i l dr e n  
r u n  a r o u n d  h e r e  a s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  o u t  o f  t h e  c a g e .  M oa t  o f  
t h e m  t h i n k  i t  l a  a  g r a n d  p i c n i c .  R e s p e c t  a n d  m a n n e rs 
b e c o m e  a n  a f t e r t h o u g h t .  W i th  c o m p l e t e  l a c k  o f  p r i v ac y  i n  
t h e  f a m i l i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  b e t w e e n  f a m i l i e s  w h a t  c a n  on e  
e x p e c t  o f  t h e  y o u n g  c u r i o u s  m in d s ?

V e r y  s i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

M i n /  O k u b o


