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Church Council of Sacramento

to

Japanese Friends and

Fellow Americans




We, of the Church Council of Sacramento,
know of the loyalty to the United States of many
of you who must now move from our community.
It has been a loyalty which you have maintained
under difficult circumstances, and we want you to
know of our understanding. The service which
you now render to America is the loss, for the
duration, of your homes. We rejoice to know that
many of you are facing it in the same spirit in
which others are facing the possible loss of their
sons, for much longer than the duration.

We too have a sincere loyalty to our country,
which at this time is best expressed by offering
our Christian hospitality to you, our fellow cit-
izens and friends.

We wish you to accept this greeting as our
token that we believe in you and that we are con-
fident of your loyalty to the highest ideals and
principles upon which our country is founded.

“May God bless you and keep you—both on
your going out and on your coming in.”

CHURCH COUNCIL OF SACRAMENTO
A. RAYMOND GRANT, President
ALFRED TONNESS, Executive Secretary

May 12, 1942.




A STATEMENT

Berkeley Fellowship of Churches

and
The First Congregational Church
of Berkeley

to

Japanese Friends and Fellow

Americans




The First Congregational Church of Berkeley
offers its building, and the Protestant Churches
of Berkeley extend their hospitality to you in
these days of evacuation. The church proffers the
facilities of its parish house for your convenience,

happy to render this patriotic service. The Federal
authorities requested the use of this building, feel-
ing that it offered the best possible opportunity
to make the burdens of this trying time easier for
you. We rejoice in this consideration on the part
of our government, and feel privileged to be able
to assist by giving our facilities without charge.

Many of us personally know of the loyalty to
the United States of many of you who must now
move from our community. It has been a loyalty
which you have maintained under difficult circum-
stances, and we want you to know of our under-
standing. The service which you now render to
America is the loss, for the duration, of your
homes. We rejoice to know that many of you are
facing it in the same spirit in which others are
facing the possible loss of their sons, for much
longer than the duration.

The Protestant Churches of Berkeley, during
this period, will extend hospitality to you, a differ-

ent denominational group being in charge each
day.
The Reception Room of the Church, marked
BERKELEY CHURCH HOSPITALITY COMMIT-
TEE will be open for your comfort and conven-

ience, with hosts and hostesses present who will
extend any courtesy which will be of value to you.

The KINDERGARTEN ROOM in the basement
will serve as a day nursery where your small chil-
dren may be left while you are busy with the
government officials. We hope to have Japanese
friends among those on duty, to make all the chil-
dren feel at home.

On the second floor is the LOUNGE, where
those who are waiting for others of their family
may rest, with chairs provided and refreshments
(no charge) at all hours. Cots are available for
those who need or desire them. The hostess in the
Lounge will direct you to them.

This statement comes to you with two signa-
tures. One is given under the instruction of the
Church Council of the First Congregational
Church, which includes representatives of every
Board, Committee and Organization of the church.
The other was authorized by the unanimous vote
of the Protestant clergy of Berkeley meeting as
the Berkeley Fellowship of Churches, the minis-
ters in so far as they may act for their parishes,
believing that every Berkeley Protestant Church




would enthusiastically approve this statement if
there were time to meet and take action.

We have a deep and profound love for the
United States, which we are eager to express in

this opportunity to work along with the govern-
ment. Our program has been projected with the
knowledge and approval of government authori-
ties, but it is offered entirely through the initiative
and under the direction of the Berkeley churches.
The church people must of necessity strictly sep-
arate themselves from governmental procedure,
but we hope we can offer something of value to
you in Christian hospitality. Our efforts will be
a way for your Berkeley friends to say at least that
we believe in yon. We hope they may increase
your love for your community and the United
States.

“May God bless you and keep you . .. both on your
going out and on your coming in”
BERKELEY FELLOWSHIP OF CHURCHES

U. S. MITCHELL, President

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF
BERKELEY
VERE V. LOPER, Minister

April 24, 1942.




This letter went to Caucasian 1. House members.

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE ASHEW Berkeley, California
HOA L June 27, 1942

Friend:

The motto of International House THAT BROTHERHOOD MAY PREVAIL gr ows
more difficult to live up to day by day. All we can do is keep on trying, and
hope that through our home communities and our circles of friends, we can keep
some sanity alive, in spite of misinformation and hysteria,

Mr. Blaisdell has asked the group whose names appear below to become
the nucleus of a committee concerned with the welfare of International House
members and friends now in Assembly Centers snd Relocation Areas on the West
Coast. Hence this letter, which comes to you with several suggestions and which
seeks suggestions from you in return,

l. Friendly interest helps morale. If you live near an Assembly
Center and know anyone confined therein, won't you call and see how he is getting
on and offer to be of service? Sometimes such articles as tooth powder and laun-
dry soap are not sold at the camp Centeen, and you can help by running errands,
Often there is need of books, magazines, recreational and teaching material,
flowers, etc.

2. United we stand. If you belong to e church, a lodge, & university
club, will you do what you can to arouse the interest of the group? One individual
alone can do & little; individuals in en organization can do more. Public opinion
too often is swayed by hysteria, and there are groups already showing indications
of it -~ the current movement to disfranchise all people of Japsnese ancestry, for
instonce. We can help to keep this at a minimum by displaying an attitude of
generosity and fair play., When reference is made to the rumored sabotage at Pearl
Harbor we can remind people that thot was officially denied by the Honolulu Chief
of Police, the Hawaii delegate to Congress and many on-the-spot observers. And

Y

we can say with Dean Deutsch, "..these people who are being evacusted have had
no charges against them individually; they are not guilty of misconduct. They
are being removed because of fear, which is gripping the hearts of some people,"
Perhaps you can initiate a Committec for Fair Play (neme it what you will) in
your area,

3« Let's koep in touch. If you find something International House as
& whole can do, let us know and we'll pass it along. If you know former I, House
members in an evacuation camp in your rogion, tell us about it snd wetll pass it
on to their other friends., ™We hope to compile & list of I. House evacucecs and
their new locations soon and we'll appreciate any help you can give us on thot,
If you live near Berkeley and would like to work with 6ur committee, please tell
us. Te want all the suggestions and help you can give, because this is a new
venture and we want to moke it a good one. All correspondence regarding this
matter should be directed to Miss Eleanor Brecd, % International House Association
Internaticnal House, Berkeley, California, ‘

s,
Qs -
Sincerely yours,

Eleanor Breed, Chairman

Mro and Mrs. J. Wickson Thomas
Mr. Penry Griffiths

Miss Bess Kirven

Mr, Sanford Treguboff




EUGENIA FUJITA, M. D.
BARRACK 91, APT. 5

TANFORAN ASSEMBLY CENTER
SAN BRUNO, CALIF.
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for my °f1110ﬂt1ur of procrastinatian,
our International House friends in our plight
tc be said and so much to tell that one is
know where to commence.

_ arisesto assert oneselfs %o
begin by telling you what I eam doing When our group arrived in
we found choice offi jobs w e w i and that only the recreation
partment seemed to offe: nything ir y of brain work, /e commenced by
yinv to conduct a recreati f children 5-12
*ter about a month of this I was asked to organize the
Completion of organization found 600 boys in the movement
o. Half of the boys are in Cubbing which is for boys from
The other 300 =a distributed among 11 troops of Boy Scouts.
As nearly as possible we have tried to carry out a normal
for the boys, but we are conbtantly hampered by regulations of
0o, TPFor instance, we could not pass boys on knife and hachett,
or hiking. We have succeeded in making arrangemhhbs for cooking
signaling. Then we built a camp site but found that we were
he privileges of overnight camping. On the whole, however, our
hes attracted the boys from 9 to 14 and our lesders have worked
provide an outlet for the bouncin energies of the young boys.
drum and bugle corps here (the euipment belongs to a former
1geles troorf. The boys raise the flag every morning and lowe r
evenings., Other communities verviﬂ g are ushering at community
including chruch and distribution oi the camp paper,

It is emazing what cen be done with so little, but if t

American people expect our youngsters to grow up a_s real Americans we
need more aid of all sorts. The outside world forgets that when the
evacuation was put in execution, it cut all our future hopes for inc
and security. Natmmally some of our very wealthy people have enough
saved of invested that t*ev need not ever work again or worry about

onomic security. But about 95% of our people are economically isolated
anﬁ how does anyone expect us to survive on those"codlie Wages" oi §8 and

#12.per month., Five per cent of the workers receive the so-called
professiocnal wages of $16,00 per month, In no sense can this wage scale
called pd adequate or even decent after forcing us to give our inalienable

rights as

People expect us to be frateful that we are being
treated us well in cemp and they say "well, aren't you getting food,
clothing, and shelter?" No, we are not satisfied because that isn't
half of the stories., The real truth of the camp isn't getting out to
the outside world it is it being suppressed to sat@afy the conscience
of our po]izchans, rece-baiters, and economic interests,
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14 - 12 - 2

Manzanar Reception Center
Manzanar, Calif,

Sept. 10, 1942,

Dear kiss Breed,

This is in reply to your letter of June the 25th. Sorry to
be so late in answering but there seemed to be many things to do
in this new camp life in the way of adjustments as well as trying
to find a place of usefulness in this so-called "City of Manzanar",

Dr. Blaisdell was here for a visit the other week and I had
the pleasure of mceting him. He reminded me of the fact that there
was a letter that I should take the time to answer, meaning the one
1 had received from you. Here I am answering it so please tell him
that his reprimand resulted in action.

iy husband and I were living in West Los Angeles so we were
evacuated with the others in that community on the 26th of April
to Wanzanar. Needless to say the experience of evacuation will
leave a lasting impression of mixed emotions, confusion, injustice
of such an action as well as a feeling of adventure shead into a
life heretofore unknown to us, a maze of feelings hard to describe.

¥uch can Pe written as to all the experiences that we were
forced to face as we want through the process of becoming "in-
mates of a concentration camp”™. Most of us are trying to make the
best of the situation but not with a feelihg of satisfaction or
with a feeling of complete abandon to fate but with a stéic out-
look on all existing conditions around us.

oince my husband is a Baptist minister, he has been busy
organizing the Christian movemnet in this camp with the other
Protestant ministers. The set-up here is Interdenominational
in nature. There areJcets of Sunday morning services for the
adults in the Japanese language, 2 sets of sevices in the morh-
ings for the Young People in the knglish language with 2 Fellow-
ship groups in the evenings. ‘There are 5 sunday Schools for
the children, 3 prayer meetings for the adults on “ednessday,
evenings, § Bible classes plus many other special meeting., So
you see, the Frotestant ministers are kept busy helping to keep
up the morale of the camp with their program. I might add that
there is a Buddhist Church in camp as well as a Catholie Church.
tverything is carried on under much handicap as to material
equipment.

1 have been working in the &ducational field in organizing a
program of Adult Education. Since the 5th of Vay, my task has been
to set up a system of teaching English and material on Citizenship
to the adults in this camp. Ny staff compgsed of 7 teachers and a
secretary just closed a summer session of 18 classes with the
enrollment of close to 300 students. 411 of our students are of
the non- knglish speaking group. It has been interesting to see




2.

the students continue these courses under much handicap and on o&.
voluntary basis. ie had three groups of classes, the 3eginners,
the intermediates and the Advanced. Right now we are in the

middle of regist®stion of all students who wish to continue as well
as those who would like to start. We hope to begin classes next
week.

Another project in which 1 have becen interested is in the
formation of a Junior Watrons Club under the V. W. C. A. This
group is open to the Caucasian matrons in the camp as well as to
the knglish speaking matrons in our group. Life for many of the
young matrons in the camp is rather drab with washing, ironing,
caring for children and the like being the only things to look
forward to every day. ! am hoping that this club will act as a
means of an out-let for them. ¥e have chosen one Saturday after-
noon and one Tuesday evening a month as our meeting days as the
husbands will be able to care for the children on those nights
and Saturday being half day for work. W#hen our program is
organized ¥ shall let you know more about it.

1f possible 4+ would like to receive printed material on the
activities of the lnternational House. +t is always pleasant to
read of the doing of the outside world.

As 1o the possible ways in which anyone can help those in
these camps, these may be a few suggestions: oending books to
the libray, collecting toys for the children for Christmas,
sending financial aid to the Cildren‘s Village, the orphanage
in this camp and above all not forgetting us and our situation.

Flease excuse the errors in typing. 1 shall be looking
forward to hearing from you. If there are any members who would
be interested in coreesponding with students here please let me
know.

Sincerely, ‘

0 ioie Prshedbtnron
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half shift thkree times a day when thirty six hundred or four
thousand poured by in a pattern so similar, day after day.

The amount of singing hit a hish when all Japanese literature,
but the and American-Japanese

A A 3 2 £ v Ao ~r +3 ] 3 lr e e v
band and h . few davs even the s taken away.

There was 8singing af eating in that truly blessed
quiet that came after the dish washing was finished, nyone
who has not heam the noise in the mess hall during the busi-
ness hours at Santa Anita cannot possibly aporeciate the
silence that follows. It is not even the volume of noise,
but more that peculiar janging, rising crescendo, psycho-
logical perhaps, but related to the fact that the noise
begins about five blocks away from the mess h Thi
creases &s you approach, enter the building,sit for
minutes in the constant rattle and finally reaching its
climax as you turn in or throw your plates in to the dish-
washers.
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Santa Anita will begin to break up this coming "ednesday,
7ith the estimated rate of six:hundred every other day, it
will take over two months., Ve will be scattered over
Wyoming, Arizona, Utah, Colorado, Arkansas, and California,
To write of the coming of eighteen thousand from their homes
to a temporary assembly center, to live together for three or
four months to go azg@in day after day six hundred at a time
to vague and unknown things as bizzards and vast reclamation
projects is beyond me. It is just as difficult to write
of the experiences and reactions of one person without know-
ing to whom one spesks, unless everything is said.

is for the tangible things I have done, they're few in
C'_‘\A

number but varied. Steam-table server on the workers’/ line
and then the baby line, then received a transfer to the
Writers' Broject to work with twenty four others in an
attempt to write a documentary history of the Santa Anita
Center from its very bare begimnings. The extra-carricular
activifiies were life art classes and judo. At present I

am waiting for an army permit to travel to Manzanar to work
on the guayule project a of assistant cyvto-genetist,

5

that I can say for myself. I'm sorry that
have been i i J |

long delay.
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Building 413, Apartment A
Tule Leke Project, W.R.A.
Newell, California

July 16, 1942

Miss Eleanor Breed

The International House Association
International House

Berkeley, California

Dear Miss Breed,

I received your note requesting letiers giving information on
the life led by evacuees and suggesting the printing of booklets for
circulation among the alumni, esnd during the past few days have given
the matter considerable thought. While it is easy to see the sincere
intention of your project end the potential value of such a pamphlet,
I cannot find a way in which I can cooperate with you inthe whole-
hearted memner in which I should like to participate. There are two
reasons that meke me hesitant.

I must confess that I do have some material of the nature that
you suggest; however, I am a paid employee of the University of Cali-
fornia stationed here in Tule Lake for the purpose of making observa-
tions. While some of the data I am collecting will be used for
meteriel for my Ph.D. thesis, most of it belonge to the University
and I cennot take the liberty of disposing with it as I see fit.
(Please keep the subject of the research project by the University
and my connection to it confidential).

The second reason that I cenmot send some of the material I
Have is that I wish to cooperate with the War Relocation Authority
as much as possible. After the cordial reception that they have
given to our research project, there is little else that we could do
unless we were unduly ungrateful. The War Relocation Authority
frowns upon too much information leaving the Centers because they
reelize that the public opinion in certain segments of the population
are not in accord with their humenitarian policies and anything short
of prison treatment will be attacked. When we consider the fact that
the W. R. A. must ask Congress for millions of dollars a year to
pay its expenses, their attitude is easily understandible. While
there is no censorship in the center, I feel that individually and as
a part of the staff in the gtudy I should cooperate with their
efforts to the best of my ability.

Tt is indeed with regret that I must reply in this manner. Please
rest assured that I shall be glad to cooperate with you in any other
way .

Very sincerely,

/7 - Vi
) )




This letter was sent to evacuees, former I. House members, as soon
as we could locate which Assembly Center they were in. The letters
that follow are their replies, from which a digest has been made
for publication in a forthcoming issue of the Quarterly.
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Mine Okubo

Tanforan

Barrack l6--=50

San Bruno, California
September lst, 1942

Dear lliss Breed:

On May lst, 1942 I was reduced to a number and placed
in a horse stall at Tanforan Assembly Center, San Bruno,
California. This place was formerly the Tanforan Race
Tracks. I arrived here under armed guards.

The Center is surrounded by high barbed wire fence,
with & gotd number of soldiers en patrol outside the fence
and internal policemen within.

Conditions have been improving but they could be still
better. No matter how well we are treated, we can't get
away from the feeling of being prisoners. --Censorship is
also very strong.

Up to the very last day of April 30th, 1942 I was in
the employ of the Northern California Federal Art Program
as a Grade A Artist. 1 designed and executed mosaic
marals for the United States Army and I planned posters
and signs for the Oakland Defense Council. --The last of
the six mosaics for the new Oakland Hospitality House had
to be completed so I didn't have much time for packing. I
shall never forget the sleepless nights and the mad pack-
ing. To this day I am not qulite sure where I scattered
my belongings, ineluding all of my furniture.

All this happened too quickly for most of us to think
about.and fight for our Constitutional rights. Before we
knew it we were represented by a small organized group of
Japanese who tock the matter wholly into their hands. I
personally think we got a rotten deal. When decree so and
80 came out, I was evacuated with the rest of then.

The irony of the whole thing is that during the years
1938-1940 I was in Burope. I was on a traveling art
scholarship from the University of California. Being an
artist I was interested in people as individuals, not as
political bodies. As I traveled through more than a
dozen different countries, I noticed the self-centeredness
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of individuals within these various countries. I wondered
if ever the nations would get together to think alike.
Racial persecution was also very strong at the time, more
so in some countries than in others. When I saw all this
I thought how happy I would be to be back in America.

I have made many friends in these countries and I
have kept up correspondence with them. Censorship has
stopped a great many of them but to this day I receive
letters postmarked Switzerland, Egypt, France. My friends
tell me about the conditions abroad in thelr letters and
express their envy of my living in & country like the
United States. What am I to say to these friends? I have
not answered their letters because I hate to tell them
what has happened to me in this beautiful free country.
The idea alone would sadden them.

Life on the tracks is far from being a paradise as
many people would have you believe. It may be such a
place for those who have no grey matter but for those who
have any normal amount of sense and who are used to an
active life, it is a pity and a lot of waste of energy.

I have friends who say, "Why, you are getting free
board, free food, free clothing, ete. You have no worries.”
Having not been in our shoes, how are they to judge our
inner feelings? It isn't so much the material or
physical aspects that matter. It is something far deeper.
It is the effect on our spirit. It isn't the question of
whether we get hot or cold water; beans or stew; feather
or straw mattresses, it is the idea of being put away into
camps, completely divorced from the National Defense
effort. This is what hurts. An act like this only helps
to bring about greater hatred and greed.

We are supposed to be fighting for democratic ideals
and yet everything seems so contradiectory. What is said
and what is done are absolutely different. Everything
points to the welfare of individual groups and not for
all. Are we to follow the footsteps of the other countries?

Being ambitious and optomistic I look forward to a
better tomorrow but I don't expect it soon. Sometimes I
doubt if things will be cleared up by the many sacrifices
made in this war,

: For four months I have been in camp making observa-
tions studying individuals as human beings. There are
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many interesting characters here, Many of them have heart-
breaking life stories to tell. The truth is clearest among
the "down-to-earth" Types. Most of them have suffered and
saerificed much to find & better place for their children.
They have fought persecution and intolerance before. . Of
course there are those who make it difficult for the rest
by seeking things for own selfish interests but you should
not judge everyome by these few. On the whole, I think the
majority of the people wish to make an honest livelihood.,

Personally, I feel that the four months have not been
very pleasant, but I have found it interesting and
humorous. Sinece this is the first time I have lived among
the Japanese people this camp 1s like a forelgn country to
e .

We all think and wonder what this is all about. The
old folks here accuse the second generation for bringing
about this evecuation and vice versa, Many do not know
what it is all about. The young, especislly, &sk many
embarrassing gquestions. However, there are more of us who
do know what it & all about and pray for our future, I
have noticed lately that this passive existence has gilven
meny the "I don't give a dammn feeling."

I teach Art three full days a week and when I keep
smiling to these youngsters about the joys of living 1in
this demeocratic country sometimes I womder whether I really
believe in the things I tell themn.

There have been several art and hobby exhibitions
given here in Camp. If you could see the industry and the
capabilities of the Japanese evacuees as shown by the va-
rious articles they made from limited materials collected
here in camp, you can't help but notice the talent and
energy whiech are being wasted. It 1s a shame to hear that
on the outside there is a labor shortage. The ex~convicts
are freed, laborers are transported from Mexiso. Children
in teen age are asked to work. What are we 1n our posi-
tion to Think?

The inconsistencies of this evacuation puzzle me., I
have a friend in camp who originated from Utah but because
he was in San Francisco when decree so and so came outb,
he came here. His folks are in Utah. Now since the camp
is going to be removed to a relocation camp in Utah, he, a
gitizen, will be interned in camp while his alien parents

will come to pay him a visit. --I have another friend.
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His father is an alien internee. His oldest brother is
teaching Japanese to Army men. His other brother is a pri-
vate in the United States Army and he is in turn a private.
His mother and sister are in camp.

They say the one reason for evacuation was because of
lack of time. But why? Even in England where war was in
full swing a fair trial was given to all foreign indivi-
duals who happened to reside or be thers.

It all boils down to the same old story--prejudice,
money, politics. Pressure groups over mindority. Until
there is complete understanding there will never be peace.

What I pity mostis the future of the younger genera-
tion. An atmosphere like the ceamp is a prize. Children
run around here as if they were out of the cage. Most of
them think it is a grand picnic. Respect and manners
become an afterthought. With complete lack of privacy in
the famlilies as well as between families what can one
expect of the young curious minds?

Very sincerely yours,

S

Miné’OKubo




