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Tanforan Assembly Center- 
barracks 8#54 
San Bruno. Calif

( t h i s  s i d e  o f c a r d  i s  f o r  a d d r e s s j ��

Dr. Vere V. Loper 
First Congreg. Church 
Dana, Charming and Durant 
Berkeley, Calif.



May 1st,1942
Dear Dr. Loper,

To miss classes has been unusual for me, especial�
ly in CA 1. I have been receiving so much valuable in�
formation and practical advice that I wanted to sta y un�
til the very last day, but coulcb^t because of the orders. 
With the facilities of your church opened to us and  with 
so many charming ladies serving to make our last ho ur in

Berkeley, so pleasant, I hated to leave in a way. I left

Wxth no resentment because of the humane and very c on�
siderate treatment. Thank you kindly for your share .

 ̂ 1/ve arrived at three Wed, and had rooms assigned  in apart— 
i vNNments  formerly occupied by quadruped thorobred s. We have 
L y ^  a very unusual reputation to live up to becaus of our 
['H predecessors. Each family has a stall to itself . It is

a two-room affair with new beds and mats. We had to  make
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BERKELEY

PILGRIM HALfc, CIVILIAN CONTROL STATION APRIL 1942

REGISTRATION AND EVACUATION OF JAPANESE and JAPANESE-AMERICANS

This paper tries to reconstruct an episode in this parish that 
is dimmed by the thirty-three year interval. A few photographs, 
memos, letters and postcards from that time have be en augmented 
by interviews, some study, and a little bit of luck .

It was a unique event. I believe it was important. It changed 
us in good ways.

Shirley Q. Henderson 

February 1975



We Americans would like to ]ustify or forget the op pression of the per�

sons of Japanese ancestry during World War II. It h appened, the mass evacua�

tion and detention of American citizens and their e ldersowho, because they 

were "Japs*, were victims of the irrational, racist  reaction to the bombing 

of Pearl Harbor as an act of war by Japan. Few paid  much notice other than 

tacit approval of President Franklin Roosevelt’s or der of March 18,1942 that 

established the War Relocation Authority. For a gre at many who had been 

well convinced by the media that they were treasono us, locking them away was 

a relief that the distrusted minority was to be ren dered harmless. Gearing 

ourselves for the war effort occupied our energies.

Not all of us were so callous. Those who did notice  with urgent grief 

were those who knew those who were to suffer. Some were members of this con�

gregation. Two who made a difference were Dr. Galen  Fisher and Mrs. Ruth 

Kingman. In her Oral History of the Fair Play Commi ttee (Bancroft Library)

Mrs. Kingman says, "I think the history of the Fair  Play Committee is a monu- 

his (Dr. Fisher’s) life and work." Dr. Fisher, a fo rmer mission— 

ary in Jpan, was then a faculty member of the Pacif ic School of Religion. He 

had argued since 1939 that Americans should differe ntiate between the actions 

the Japanese government and those of Japanese ances try in this country 

who were concentrated here on the Pacific coast. Wh en evacuation and detention 

were accomplished facts Dr. Fisher influenced Dr. D avid ¿arrows, vigorous 

former president of the University of California. D r. Barrows is credited 

with the notion to organizing a counter-pressure gr oup of big-name, influen�

tial Californians whose collective protest could no t be ignored by public 

opinion nor constituted authorities. The resultant membership in the Fair 

Play Commitee included th /̂elite in politics, busin ess, labor, education, and 

religious bodies. Significantly, known pacifists we re excluded. The govern�

ment was supported in its war effort. At issue were  the civil rights of U. S.



citizens and a need to humanize the situation until  it could be invalidated 

and rescinded. The Fair Play Committee concentrated  on making an outcry.

Welfare activism was left to others though some pla yed both roles. Mrs. King- 

man was a prime mover. Her husband, Harry Kingman, directed Stiles Hall, 

the University YMCA of the Berkeley campus. Via the  YMCA, the YWCA, UC faculty 

friends the Kingmans knew many Japanese-Americans a s friends.

On March 2, 1942 those particular friends were excl uded from designated 

areas. Alameda was the site of a Naval base, so its  Japanese community had to 

leave. Hurriedly, Mrs. Kingman enlisted her Berkele y friends to find housing 

and storage space for the non-English speaking pare nts of Robert Chomatsu who 

worked at Stiles Hall. The project expanded as the needs became knjDwn. The 

voluntary exclusion such as that of the Chomatsus e nded March 29. Only a few 

had chosen to leave the warmth of the frightened mi nority that waited for the 

unknown. April 17 brought the announcement that the y were to be evacuated 

from the West coast which was termed a war zone.

Executive Order 9066 provided that Japanese and Jap anese-Americans were 

to be evacuated from their homes by May 31 to be he ld by the Army in temporary 

assembly centers until relocation centers inland we re constructed. Within 

twenty-eight days the Army Corps of Engineers manag ed shelter for 100,000. 

Berkeley folk were bused to Tanforan Racetrack in S an Bruno where they remained 

until early fall when they were taken by train to T opaz, Utah. Most remained 

there until Dec. 17, 1944 bore the fruits of the Fa ir Play Committee with the 

announcement that the camps were to be phased out b y Dec. 1945, Long since 

had any fear of Japanese attack evaporated.

Berkeley was scheduled early to be evacuated. Mrs. Kingman learned that 

the site for registration and departure would be a vacant auto agency on Shat- 

tuck Avenue, a place with no comforts nor privacy. In haste, for the deadline
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for registration was but one week away, she contact ed Marjorie Walker at the 

U.S. Enyloyment Service, the local agency cooperati ng withtthe Army. She 

suggested that Pilgrim Hall at the First Congregati onal Church of Berkeley 

would be more suitable. As a First Presbyterian Nei ghbor Marjorie Walker 

agreed. Mrs. Kingman checked withDBr. Vere Loper wh o was still fairly new 

in this pastorate. He agreed. The Army hesitated be cause Pilgrim Hall might 

have too many doors to guard. Mrs. Kingman invited the Army to come look, 

and Dr. Loper set about to get approval from the Ch urch Council and the Board 

of Trustees. The minutes of the special meeting of the Church Council on 

April 20 say little. There was a small attendance. The motion that Pilgrim 

Hall be offered to the Army passed with one vote di ssenting. The dissentor 

thought the church should not cooperate in the dirt y business. It was voted 

without dissent "that we see that some courtesies a re extended to the evacuees. 

Dr. Loper was to invite other Berkeley churches to share in the project via 

the Ministers* Association. The Board of Trustees a pproved the use of Pil�

grim Hall during its regular meeting on April 21.

Dr. Loper wrote a letter to be given to each of the  evacuees. It was 

rewritten to go out with the signature of the presi dent of the Berkeley Fel�

lowship of Churches as well as his as minister of. the host church. It was 

sent off to the printer after being checked out wit h Galen Fisher, Mrs. King- 

man, and Kim Obata, President of the Japanese-Ameri can Association of Berke�

ley (Dr. Loper had officiated at Kim Obata*s weddin g in our sanctuary a few 

months before. Large weddings and other events requ iring room had used our 

facilities before.)

Alterations to Pilgrim Hall started on Tuesday, Apr il 21. A switchboard 

for eight phones was installed by the stage in the Large Assembly. On Thurs�

day five Army privates were quartered in the Nurser y which was downstairs 

under the kitchen then. Harrison Bullock remembers that an effort was made 

to appoint the waiting area graciously with Orienta l rugs, nice furniture, and



a silver tea service. Mrs. Chiura Obata remembers i t too, so it must have 

mattered.

The congregation read about it in the newspapers. T he Berkeley Daily
\

Gazette of Saturday, April 25 headed the front page  coverage with "Japs re�

gister for Evacuation." The opening line, "Resigned  relief rather than re�

bellion..." The letter to the evacuees was quoted a t length. Also, Dr.

Loper was quoted, "We're doing this for the governm ent and for citizens 

and residents alike. If there be any criticism, let  us bear it. The govern�

ment asked us to undertake this. Had we not, the on ly place available would 

have been an abandonned automobile agency on Shattu ck Avenue where they 

would have been obliged to line up in the open, sub ject to insult that ir�

responsible persons might hurl." Back on the church  page of that issue 

the featured article was headed, "Pilgrim Hall used  asCCC (Civil Control)

Station." It continued with a listing of the unusua l locations for the Sunday 

activities: "200 church school meet in main auditor ium, young people*s com�

parative religion in Tower Room, Kindergarten in th e pingpong room of Plymouth 

House, College of Life adult group as usual in Plym outh House with Galen 

Fisherspeaking to the title *Hard Nuts to Crack in the Postwar World*, Winthrop 

League meeting with Plymouth Church in Oakland, Ply mouth House as usual, YBPG 

(Young Business and Professional Group) at the Lope rs* home, 1620 LeRoy to see 

Marjorie SellanderSA pictures of Japan, Young Marri eds.•..home of....music and 

records. The evening service usually held in Pilgri m Hall....main auditorium,

Dr. Raoul Auernheimer, * Hitler, Today's Napoleon.'  Broadcast KRE." Monday*s 

Gazette headlined, "Local J To Get Orders Tomorrow. " The article quoted Mar�

jorie Walker to the effect that the evacuees had to  report on Tuesday rather 

than Wednesday "as previously instructed." Three hu ndredfour heads of families 

had registered eleven hundred eighty seven persons.

Registration went faster than expected. Only two da ys were required in�

stead of the expected three or four. Evacuation did  take four. Teams of women ^



from various churches in town acted as hostesses. M rs. Kingman and Dr.

Loper must have been omnipresent. As the project dr ew to its conclusion
f

Dr. Loper asked Miss Eleanor Breed, the church secr etary, to prepare a 

resume outlining the steps of development and invol vment for Mrs. Kingman.^ 

Quoting Mrs. Kingman, "It was not a bad scene." Her  experience with all 

the other input became the model for her to go to F resno to help there 

and to spearhead for other communities.

This is not an exhaustive study. Hopefully it fixes  some highlights 

of an event important to the history of this congre gation. The temptation 

to recount anecdotes has been put down. The materia ls that document the 

happening are eloquent. Initially, I could find onl y a slim folder of 

letters, scraps of notes, Dr. Loper's jottings from  the notebook he carried 

in his coat pocket, and copies of the letter prin^e dd for the evacuees.

Records of the Church Council and the Board of Trus tees were disap�

pointingly barren. Acquiring the copy of Eleanor Br eed’s War Comes to the 

Church Door from Bancroft Library as well as her ad dress breathed life into 

the folder material. Miss Breed told me to search f or photos which were 

found. The metropolitan newspapers were researched.  Inasmuch as a great 

deal has been written to evaluate the unprecedented  internment, I did a good�

ly amount of reading. Some longterm church members were asked for their 

recollections. A few cautious interviews with retur ned evacuees were made.

Bancroft Library enthusiastically accepted my offer  of some of the

printed letters prepared for the evacuees. I was st artfed that they asked

for forty, but fortunately the file contained plent y.
+

I did not interview Mrs. Kingman in the usual sense . When I phoned her,
#

she directed me to Bancroft Library which had just completed her oral history. 

She said she thought it was all there. It wasn’t, b ecause the emphasis of 

her oral history is on the Fair Play Committee. The re was enough however not 

to bother her again, especially because War Comes t o the Church Door is ap-



pended to the oral history.

I must emphasize that many casual comments were mad e to me while I was 

occupying my mind with this matter. Universally the y were ones of sadness.

"I was full of my own concern for my son who enlist ed and was about to leave 

"We weren’t sure about them." "I was trying to deci de in which service to 

enlist." "My daughter was getting married, my husba nd was getting into war 

work, so much was scarce....I didn't pay much atten tion." "I was amazed 

when the U*S„ citizens were interned with the alien  Japanese, but it was 

over so fast." "Terrible, terrible thing. How could  America do such a thing?"

"The Died Committee was the forerunner of the McCar thyites." "Even Earl War�

ren told us they were dangerous." "I couldn't face my gardener, I was so ashamed."

I was attending a Japanese language class at Laney anticipating a trip 

to Japan. The class was almost entirely Japanese-Am ericans. The teacherawaa a 

native Japanese* She mentioned to the class that I was writing this paper.

Had the earth swallowed me up, I would have been mo re comfortable. The anger 

and bitterness of young Japanese-Americans who were  not yet born in 1942 is 

our legacy.

What follows are a series of interviews. Deliberate ly omitted is one 

with Miss Eleanor Breed. This remarkably able woman  has been so busy through 

the intervening years that she forget writing War C omes to the Church Door, 

which I consider the soul of this paper. She enjoye d getting a copy.

In 1942 she was active at International House. Appe nded please take 

time to read some correspondence of hers with inter nees. This material was 

found in the church vault after my conversation wit h her. Perhaps these 

letters properly belong elsewhere, but they enrich the evacuation story by 

telling of the subsequent internment• Possession is  nine•••••••••••
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Dr, Vere V. Loper, Minister Emeritus, March 1974

Before visiting Dr, Loper, I prepared questions der ived from the letters, 

scraps, etc, that were in the folder in the church vault. He was surprisdd to 

see them. The busy years intervening made recollect ion difficult, but he was 

all cooperation.

Who was Dr. Gillette?
AAretired missionay to Japan.

Did the Army requisition Pilgrim Hall?
Mot at all. The initiative came from the church. Th e formalities 
were observed, though, so the Army requested.

Who wrote California Welcomes the Nisei?
I don't recognize it.

Did the use of Pilgrim Hall for this purpose have a  liberalizing
effest on the parish?

It sure did on me (hearty laugh.)

( He elaborated. When Mrs. Kingman came to him with t he ob�
vious opportunity to act on Christian ideals, he wa s sure 
the parish should do it. He wasn't sure what the pa rish 
sentiment would be. He hoped he knew his congregati on, but 
he was still new in Berkeley. Probably some would o ppose, 
but if they did he didn't hear about it. The pacifi sm of 
Dr. Stanley Hunter, a fellow minister in Berkeley, had dis�
turbed him at the time. In retrospect, "He was prob ably 
right.” Dr. Hunter had vigorously opposed the evacu ation 
as well as the war. Dr. Loper, a veteran of the fir st 
World War, had supported the war, though he deplore d the 
injustice and persecution of the Japanese, particul arly 
students of his at Pacific School of Religion. Both  pastors 
visited Tanforan to ease the hurts as they could.

What is War Comes to the Church Door?
I can*t help you. You had better contact Ruth Kingm an and 
Eleanor Breed.

Dr. Loper spoke of going to Tanforan to conduct wor ship. He did not 

mention his role in the ordination of the Pacific S chool of Religion students 

who had not been permited to complete their senior semester. Mas Wakai and 

George Aki both wrote correspondence found in the f older.

He loaned to me the recordings of the Wheeler Award  ceremony in 1947.

His leadership in Berkeley during April 1942 was no t alluded to by the ^



presentation speaker, Dr. Monroe Deutsch. Dean Deut sch emphasized the

character that was evident in service above self. H e termed Dr. Loper

an "All-American." Perhaps that phrase, or, simply that in his own mind

his courage to oppose the majority sentiment during  the evacuation had

been momentous to him and shared with Dr. Deutsch. Perhaps from that 

heein
time on he had more confidently and effectively a l eader not only in 

his parish but in the city.

In the folder material were handwritten notes Dr. L oper made during 

those busy April days. Dr. Loper asked for a copy. Instead I had them 

duplicated. His originals were returned to him. His  notes are similar 

to, but not identical with the account and anecdote s in Eleanor Breed*s 

War Comes to the Church Door. I would not disparage  Miss BreedAs de�

lightful and poignant diary, but it is a carefully composed work. Dr. 

LoperAs jottings have a freshness that border on ex cruciating.
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Miss Eleanor Breed

Miss Breed and I corresponded and talked together, but her 

words written contemporarily with the events are mo re eloquent 

than any condensed version of her reminiscences. Ne ver could I 

capture her delicious wit.

In the folder in the church vault was the attached scrap of 

paper. Tracking her to Southern California, she sen t me back to 

the vault to find her photographs. Finding her War Comes To The 

Church Door in the Bancroft Library was an exciting  moment. After 

this paper was written I found another folder in th e church vault. 

It contained letters sent Miss Breed in reply to a mailing of 

hers to evacuated Japanese-American alumni from Int ernational 

House. Though thejjjmay not belong here, I append t hem, because 

they follow her continuing involvment. She demonstr ates the in�

teraction at that time of this church with other in stitutions in 

Berkeley, namely the Pacific School of Religion, th e University 

of California and its satellites, International Hou se, the Univer�

sity YM and YWCA.

"l&r Comes to the Church Door" tent to

' Ruth W. Kingman '
2287 Telegraph  
Room 215  
Berkeley 4 .

March 12, 1945



Eleanor D. flro c  
�  2345 Charming Way

Berkeley, Calif.

APPENDIX A
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A

V/AR C 0 3 S  TO THE CHURCH DOCK J

?l..C;:UrCn Secretary in Serfcel^r, California, Apr il 20 to Hay 1, 1942

Monday, April 20. This was a day I hoped to give al most completely to~China ~ 

Relief, but little jobs at the church kept me there  till eleven, when I turned 

things over to a substitute and hurried away. A  lun cheon of the China Relief 

Committee, where everyone was pleased to know v/e h ave received in the first week 

Vu,500 of Berkeley*s *10,000 quota. Soaeone suggest ed v:e send cut another 3,000 

letters to a d*strict not Covered in our first 11,0 00 letters, so that devolved 

on ne as secretary. Off 1 hustled to printer tc ord er ¿¡lore copies of letter, 

pledge card and return envelope, to addressograph o ffice to arrange for envelopes 

to be addressed, and bacjc to ny own office at the church to round up volunteers 

to handle the mailing job. •

Army officers were looking over the parish house wh en I returned, making 

plans for use of the building as a control center f or the registering and evacuating 

of Japanese from the Berkeley area. Dr. Loper, the minister, and I Welcome the 

use of the church by the government, but wonder wha t some of the old-timers will 

say when the word gets around. ;

Tonight at 7*30 a special meeting of the Church Cou ncil was held, for pren
V

sentation of this project. The Board of Trustees ha d already given their consent, 

but the Council had to discuss mechanics of how to get along, with fifteen organi- ' 

zations or more scheduled to use the building over the week-end. There was consi-' 

deration of where the choir would rehearse, how the y would reach tte choir loft 

without going through pilgrim Hall, what the Boy Sc outs could do, where the lively 

Winthrop Leaguers, high school age, could meet. And  when these issues had been 

settled Dr. Loper went on with another project* sho uld the church extend hospitality
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ia some fons to the Japanese bein' evacuated? lie o utlined his thought that 

through a committee of the iVbmn’s Association arra ngements couid be made to have 

flowers m  tne various rooms, to open the church par lors and the kindergarten room, 

to have cots available for people to rest, to serve  tea and fruit and sandwiches 

and have hosts and hostesses on hand to give the ev acuees friendliness. Vihen he 

asked for discussion no dissenting opinion was evid ent, though I suspected that 

here and there in the group enthusiasm was a bit th in. Ee suggested having a ' 

letter go out over his signature, expressing the ch urch people's interest and 

sympathy tov.ard the evacuees. Everything was appro ved, and as the meeting 

broke up into little groups hrs. Fulmer remarked, " I wouldn't have miseed this

meeting for anything t" and ilrs. 'rock said, "I'm proud of my church for initiating ' 

this 1" hone at 10:45« Long day«

Tuesday, April 21. Dr . Loper drew up a first draft of the letter to be given the 

Japanese evacuees, and I phoned ministers of leadin g churches to be sure they would 

meet-him at the Berkeley Fellowship luncheon this n oon, to discuss it. I tried to 

get a head start on my church calendar for the prin ter, but couldn't catch Dr.

Loper long enough to get information from him for i t. Ee had two funerals and a 

death today, poor nan. I've suggested that he not p reach next Sunday on "Has 

Science Outmoded Heligion?" as announced —  that whe n history, in fee fora of 

government evacuation of Berkeley citizens, cases t o our doorstep he shouldn't

ignore it. "Yes, yes," he says, on the fly, "but I can't think now. Eaybe 

tor.orrcuT I »11 have a bright idea."

Krs, Hadden phoned in to say that she had heard of the church's program 

for the Japanese and was so proud she wanted to wee p, and Dr. Hadden wanted to ' 

be caiied on for duty as host on Saturday, if he co uld be of service.

Er. Loper came back from lunchea; rath the Berkeley  ministers end said his 

draft of the letter to evacuees would have to be do ne over, that their feeling 

was that all churches should hav a share and not just the First Congregational

l
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do it all* So Dr« Loper retired into "his study to labor over a new version, to 

go out over two signatures, his and that of the Ber keley Fellowship of Churches. 

| After he labored over it a while he read it, over  the phone, to Kim Obata,

be sure everything is said in such a way no one can  take offense« Then he brought 

it in to my desk and plunked it down. "Nov/ you giv e it a final working-over and 

send it off to the printer« See if we can get it ba ck tomorrow«** The printer

gcxhoe XEtoagcsatsac.

8pp3$î(3d3casnix3dcsoà^xt5œtacsûaaJt3titoadttac^c)CHattc

jfor use as the Civil Control Station. A  switchboar d was installed at the far end,

end to end, made a counter across part of the space . I couldn’t get on with my 

church calendar and publicity —  they kept calling m e to ask where this turned

The Gazette came out this evening with a long story  on the evacuation order 

and the fact that the Civil Control Station is to b e in pilgrim Eall, with the 

registration to start Saturday and Sunday. Now ever yone knows —  and we don’t 

have to be mum about our military secrets«

Wednesday, April 22: Fifteen people turned up to he lp on my China Relief letters, 

and went vigorously to work in the Small Assembly w hile I dashed in and out, 

answering questions for the government people prepa ring the Large Assembly for 

the Japanese evacuation« Let not your right hand kn ow, etc« Tie finished the 

whole 3000 letters at noon, and Julean Arnold took the three big cartons full 

down th the Post Office« It was one of my days for commandeering all v/ho dropped 

by« 1 caught Ruth S*age and put ha r to addressing envelopes, grabbed Dayton

j president of the Jap&nese-American Association an d son of Professor Obata of the 

\ University, and to Galen Fisher and Mrs, Kingman of the Fair Play Committee, to

groaned, "Miss Breed! What kind of miracles do you expect of us?** xicticbaafca.

The government officials mribnefcoock began getting  the Large Assembly reacfr

by the stage, with some eight telephones around the  room« The dining tables,

ion and whether we had thumbtacks« I put an assista nt Ito: work: making signs, 

long arrows saying "Public Telephone", "Lounge", "W omen’s Rest Room? "Kindergar�

ten", etc«
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��Axto11 whe° he came to see Dr. Loper ;and put him t o work helping Jean Hecox on

( the painting of signs, phoned Elsie Culver and pu t her to work on Dr. Loper's

air warden file, making a duplicate card system.

Still no calendar information from Dr. Loper, so I can’t complete my copy

for the printer. He is getting organization under w ay for the hospitality to

evacuees, working out a system whereby the Congrega tional women are in charge 
1 °

- th° first day' the Episcopalians the second, and so on. Worked late. A  thousand

people came by to ask a thousand questions.

Thursday, April 23; Finally pinned Dr. Loper dovrn long enough to get data for 

the calendar. Ee has changed his subject to PAYIhG THE FIDDLER —  not good, but 

better than the other, xxdahskx^eaxxixxssc^ I wrote  a pargraph re the

evacuees, and Dr. Loper was too busy to edit or cha nge it, so in it went, and I 

phoned it all down to the printer.

I Big Army nan appeared in my door to inquire what room had been assigned

for the soldiers^ r2 ^ J.-¥ytS f first I knew soldiers were to be quartered in the 

^building. Dr. Loper let them take their choice, an d came back to report that we 

ja o v  had five strapping privates bedded down in the Kur sery, for the week.

JXXXXJtESEXXXi
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At last I got my church ads and news stories off to  the papers, and broadcast 

announcements off to the studio, and cleaned up my regular work, and the printer 

brought the completed copies of the letter to the e vacuo-.s.

F;

I left at 5 for International House 

"• m* Obata of the Art Department, who

, to see the display of pictures bv 

is beins evacuated with the rest.
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H© gave a demonstration of his brush wofk, and ende d with a brief announcement 

thut ho hoped to ccne back from his absence from Bo rkelcy with a series of 

paintings of tho desert. The sale of his pictures ( $3 to 515) brought in some 

*450, which will be used at the University as the O bata Scholarship, to be given 

to the student most in need because of v;ar, regard less of race or creed. Madame 

Obata was not there —  probably at home, packing. Be rkeley is going to miss her 

classes in Flower Arrangement, so popular up to Dec ember 7.

tx x x X  Marion Rosen,x=»mg*hx iqc  set x ix 's a o r tt ia c x x x x lm tt and I - walked up 

the hill together. "It was such a lovely exhibit," she said in that gentle voice 

of hers ’with the merest hint of accent. "Everybody  was so kind. I feel so sorry 

for the Japanese." And she would —  & refugee from H itler herself, her own 

family scattered over the world, parents in England , sister in Sweden, brothers 

in Switzerland, and now suddenly even here in Ameri ca she has become an enemy 

alien who must be careful to be in her room every n ight at curfew time.

i*y little house is beautifully dressed in new blue  Chinese rugs which by 

a happy accident match the blue of my Kindred Babie s tapestry bought years ago 

in Feking. The rugs are a loan, for the duration, f rom the Eajiwaras in San 

Francisco, and much as I admire them I have a guilt y feeling of being a war 

profiteer.

Friday, April 24, Han about the building sticking u p signs, labeling, the Worth 

Room "Lounge" and the parlor "Berkeley Church Hospi tality Committee", etc. The 

Government officials had a long afternoon conferenc e on procedure, beginning 

tomorrow. They have their room divided off tod thei r own signs up: "Federal 

Security , "rederal Reserve Bank", "Employment Serv ice" and the like. Mary 

Japanese come to my door, and I wave them on to the  door that says "Civil Control 

Station". The letter to the evacuees is ready now f or distribution. Miss Ruth 

Frice, busy teacher at Berkeley High School, phoned  in to ask if she could work 

at the church as hostess tomorrow* "So many of the Japanese young people have 

been nry students, you know," she said, "and I want  to do anything I can to help." 

Dr. Raoul Auernheimer, who is to speak Sunday eveni ng, called.to inquire abowt 

where hn rV.gnld £B, Very appropriate to have a ref ugee from Naziism speaking at
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a time when our own refugees are lining up in queue s for ©vacat ion.  He said
*

he liked the title I ’d given him, "Hitler —  Today’s  Napoleon#"

At the end of a long day of many interruptions, whe n I was in my late- 

afternoon sag, came a telephone call: "Is this the Congregational Church? Well, 

will you answer one question for me? "Why do we hav e to be so nice to the Japs, 

feed then lunch, give them tea and hospitality? The y aren’t treating our boys 

that way." I drew a long breath and rose'to the cha llenge, hinting that of course 

we with our higher (we think) standards wouldn’t wa nt to imitate what Japan was 

doing anyway, reminded her that someone once had sa id "Love your e n e m y , ” , went on 

to describe the hectic week this had been with gove rnment plans changing from day 

to day and ours having to change as fast to keep up , told of various good and 

gentle Japanese who were as sensitive and humiliate d by this experience as we 

would be, etc. "I know," the voice went on. "There are good ones and bad ones, I 

guess. I get all mixed up." "So d* I," I admitted, and she laughed and I 

laughed, and she thanked me very nicely and hung up . Never did tell me her name.

xhe Berkeley'G&sette came out tonight with an artic le saying "China Relief 

Drive needs about $2000" and a paragraph about the various committee members and 

their help in boosting the cause along. "Miss Elean or Breed, Secretary of the 

Committee, has helped considerably in her spare tim e#" Spare time#

I Saturday, April 25: Down to the church at 7:45 a.m ., and it was something of a 

I shock to find one soldier with gun stationed at t he curb, and two at the door, with 

j another inside at the door to the Control Station o ffice. A  big crowd of steno�

graphers and government officers were all at their desks. Mrs. Kingman of the 

f Fair Flay Committee was receptionist, directing p eople hither and yon. The 1

soldiers and their lieutenant were very considerate  of the Japanese, I noticed, \

| treating them like human beings. Good old America J

Dr. Loper was streaking here and there, greeting Ja panese ministers, seeing 

/ that all the church hosts and hostesses v/ere on their jobs and yet were out from 

under governmental feet. I had to haul one of our d ear old men —  who considers 

liiswhite hair a badge of special privilege —  out o f the Large Assembly and explain
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that this was our church all right, except that we' d loaned It to Uncle Sam tempo 

rarily and right now he was making the rules.

A young Japanese came to my door with a questions " Could v.e leave the 

ashes of someone here in this church?" I turned him  over to Dr. Loper who made 

arrangements, and the young man left, returning in half an hour with a square box 

wrapped in a white sillc furoshiki. "This is the as hes of the children and my 

mother," he said to Dr. Loper as they went down the  hall. The white box was 

deposited in the locked Trustees' Room in the Tower , and 1 think Dr. Loper made 

a little ceremony of it. for he came back looking r ather upset.

"3et you've got your sermon for tomorrow ready now, ” I ventured.

^ ___  nell, maybe, but do I dare to use it?"

'5a=E* :ra3i!= ^ ^

^jeeteSfeoScacs&^AiXsxlpaiadc^**^^

¿afStaSfca

3ee£440b,* * sofeis30i* ac^ ^

3̂ 3ficecccFi5i53t39cacx^

At noon friends dropped in to lure me out to lunch with them,’ but I couldn't 

leave. I showed them around the building with its m any changes, and they xfek** 

seemed methgchappy  that their church was trying to ease the 

evacuation for the Japanese a little. They said tha t Sato, who usually does their 

rgardening, came to then today to say politely that  he was so sorry but he couldn't 

come today -  he had to go to the First Congregation al Church and register. "You

r * ' "  he t0ld then* "ther to serve tea. It is the on ly church in the ~

|State of California that is serving tea to the Jap anese." Uy friends ha3tened to

claim membership in this wonderful church, and said  they could see their stock rise 

in his estimation. /
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A telephone call{ "7/ill there be church tomorrow? Oh , I thought maybe the 

Japanese were taking over." ,

The Berkeley Gazette this evening has a long full f ront-page story of the 

use of Ii 1 grim Hall for-evacuation, telling of th e army being quartered in the

• Nursery and ending with a long quote from our muc h-1abored-over letter to the 

evacuees. There is also a long article I sent them about the changes in the

# Sunday program for the various church groups. And  there is a congratulatory 

editorial on the China Relief Drive, which reached its quota of £10,000 today. 

Good old Berkeleyt

Sunday, April 26 —  Down to the church by 8, and Pil grim Ilall crov/ded, with people 

two-deep waiting in the Reception Room, and tlrs. K ingman standing at the doorway 

to the government office like the head waiter at a popular restaurant, giving 

I out pink tickets with numbers on. Soldiers are rti ll on guard at the doors, which 

must be startling to parents in the habit of unload ing children there each Sundae 

/ aornin6 . i Sua^xoned one of the men thert* to dir ect people around Pilgrim Hall 

[ and into the main church for services.

Dr. toper’s sermon on "raying the Fiddler" was pret ty good, considering 

that he hasn’t had time all week to collect his tho ughts. He hinted that I had

hxm .».lito changing his subject at the last moment  — — but he would have any�

way. He spoke on how this evacuation that was going  on behind the doors of Pilrrim 

Hall was the result of a stream poisoned at its sou rce, saying that you couldn’t 

name patly what was the particular cause any more t han you could tell who crucified 

Jesus. »Vas it the Jews? the money-changers? Pilate ? He spoke of some of the 

problems we are trying to meet, mentioning that one  was to l*ind people to take 

jthe much-beloved pets of the children who were hav ing to depart and who didn’t 

I want their cats and dogs to be killed. One of the  deaconesses met me at the close« 

of the service. "I’d be glad to take a Japanese cat ," she said, "if it will get

f
along all right with ray American cat."

Home from church late —  waited to see the wedding o f a soldier and his

bride, both new here from Minnesota.
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Monday, April 27. Rainy and cold, andf'the soldiers  at the door stand inside for 

shelter* "No Parking on this Street Today" signs al ong Durant and Charming, with 

exceptions for the army jeep. Everything was very q uiet today. All 1100 Japanese 

were registered in the first two days, and this was  the lull before the beginning 

of the actual evacuation. Today was assigned to the  Quakers for hospitality, and 

they came very eager to be of help, and I had to te ll them there were no Japanese 

today *

A  miscellany of questions? "Are there any dogs left ? 1*11 be glad to take 

one, only I don’t want a good dog. I just want a mu tt puppy."

"Do you have Chinese members of this church? Ky Jap anese servant has had 

to leave, and I thought maybe you could find a Chin ese for me. I just don’t know 

what I ’m  going to do."

"Got any more dogs? I ’d like one. ' I live in a tra iler and work at Richmond 

shipping yard. And by the way, do you know where wi fe and 1 should go to adopt 

q, baby?"

\

One of the soldiers on guard mentioned that he ’d be en over to Miss Chandler’s 

for strawberry shortcake, that she’d sent out word that all the soldiers at the 

church v/ere invited. Little Miss Chandler has an u nconquerable spirit. The 

deaconesses have tried for years to get her to go t o a rest home, but she won’t 

give up her independence and her modest little apar tment next door to Pilgrim Hall. 

Deaf, crippled so she can’t sit —  she can only lie down or hobble about on a 

crutch —  she reads avidly? essi crochets bedspreads for an assortment of nieces, 

and occasionally shuffles into my office for a chat . Usually she catches me at a 

time when I*m too busy to shout into her ear phones , poor dear, and then she 

beams brightly and shuffles back out.

I decided Hiss Chandler couldn’t get the best of me , so I invited three of 

the soldiers up to dinner. Hurried to grocery and h ome to start things off, 

then got panicky about what would I do to entertain  three young men all evening, 

so phoned Gertrude Jacobs at International House, a nd up she came. Three friends 

dropped in during the evening, and we had a lively game of skittles and much fun.

The soldiers were from North Dakota and Arkansas an d Oregon —  very nice lads.
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(\ 4„
�1 don’t know whether it was this trio or some of th e other: soldiers, but 

l  of them went dov/n town with, some of the Japanese  boys the other night for 

\ dinner. That’s a secret we aren’t supposed to tel l the Lieutenant.

Tuesday, April 28, the beginning of the evacuation.  The pioneer group of evacuees 

was v.-aiting at *he church this morning, including  lovely Ann Saito of the staff 

. of International House, who had a secretarial job  at Tanforan waiting for her^ 

so she went eat on the first bus. The Control Offic e has lists posted around 

its walls saying who is to go when, and many Japane se come to read. Among the 

first group was a pair of newlyweds, arm in arm, th e bride with a collegiate 

bandana around her head and a flower in Jier pompad our, and a big American flag
| l

in brilliant's on her lapel. There were two babies in baskets, a three-week-old

little girl, and a six-months-old boy. And everyone , young,middling and old,

wore - .* a . tag around his neck or hanging from his lapel, wi th name

printed on and a number, for his family group. One pert little college girl in .

slacks had her name tag around her neck tied to a c hain from which dangled h � r

, Phi Beta Kappa key. The preliminary group today i s a small one. Their duffle

I bags were loaded into the big bus, and the evacue es went aboard, waving merrily

land cracking jokes with their friends who were to follow in the next few days.

\3ut as the bus pulled out Ann Saito was crying.
\ \

This is the Baptists* turn at hospitality, and they ’ve sent over a nice 

group of Yeomen but also a retired minister who is just too godly. He bustles in 

everywhere and goes around shaking hands with the e vacuees* and saying a hearty, 

?jod bless y o n i V  I caught Ann and Mi chi looking at each other with  a twinkle 

he missed. Dr. Lopen,ds embarrassed. That sort of t hing is just what he v/anted 

to avoid —  yet how to deal * with a fellow inini st er?

t • *
Wednesday, April 29 : iYhen I arrived at the church at 8 I found a long line of 

I ^a£SaS° doY.Ti the block from Channing to Durant,  with duffle bags, suit cases,

1 folding chairs, ironing boards, cartons, bundles,  blankets, card tables, cribs.

/ Noted one good looking suitcase with stickers say ing "Rome", "Paris**, and one

�
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j  *^at cau6^t me up short: "Hotel lietropole, Beyrout h” , The street was blocked off, 

with policemen at each end permitting only Japanese  unloading more bundles to go 

through« Pretty soon along came a big moving van an d trailer, and the call went 

forth for young men to help« In a jiffy the Japanes e lads had organized a sort of 

old-fashioned fire brigade and were swinging the bu ndles and duffle bags along a 

line and into the truck, joking and laughing as the y did so, perhaps glad to have 

• activity, instead of the monotony of waiting« I no te that they take pains not to 

speak Japanese«

pilgrim Hall when I went in was already a-bustle —  people reading the 

ánnouncement boards, learning their assignments to Groups 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, 

j finding the location for their groups and settlin g down with admirable patience 

to wait. Dr Loper was busy organizing hospitality, pulling tables into place, 

working out a system to speed up the serving, and s oon tea and sandwiches were

jgoing the rounds. This is the Methodists1 day, and  they’re going at it vigorously, 

'feeding not only their multitude of Japanese but o ffering luncheon for the govern�

ment workers and coffee and sandwiches for the sold iers and the bus drivers«

They have even made so many sandv/iches they have s ome left over, for the Presby�

terians to inherit tomorrow.

I am continually on a trot —— now out in front to s ee off a bus load of 

evacuees, now back to hunt up the janitor and get h im to refill the t.p. and 

towels in the rest rooms, now upstairs to look for Dr« Loper, now back to n$r 

office because the switchboard is buzzing, then off  again for the janitor to get 

him to turn off the heat« Lucky I got w y calendar off to the printer last night.

'your church have taken with reference to the Japan ese and the American Japanese

these people with the fact that the ideals which we  profess we try to put irto

I

Dean Beutsch of the University, out of a clear sky,  wrote us today:

tt 'Allow me to express my own appreciation- for the a ttitude which you and

who are being evacuated« Your action has been one t hat is proper and will impress

[prattice. If any criticize you for it, my only tho ught would be that they are

not truly Americans or Christians.



"People fail to recall that these people who are be ing evacuated have had

no charges against them individually; they are not guilty of misconduct* They 1

are being removed because of fear, v/hich is grippi ng the hearts of some people# j

�

Personally, I feel that- our country will someday f eel ashamed of its conduct in 

this entire matter# In the meantime, however, it is  good to know of actions 

such as you and the members of your church have t a k e n # G o o d  old Deutsch# I ,m  

including that first paragraph on the calendar —  th ough so far if anyone in the 

i church disapproves of this project I haven't been  able to smoke him out.

Thursday, April 30 # Down to the church by 8 again,  and again the long high line 

of duffle bags and miscellany along Dana Street, wi th soldiers on guax^d. The first 

groups of evacuees cere alre^ayin their places, and  hordes of Presbyterian v-o.--.en 

were flying around in the kitchen and up and down t he hall. I saw one sentimental 

old lady sympathizing so v/urnly with one faraly th at the little girl, aged ten or 

so, wis sobbing her heart out* I caught Mrs* Stanle y Hun ter,/mini st er * s wife, 

pointed out the old lady, and told her to scold the  daylights out cf her*

A Japanese young man cane to the office and said, " T/ould you mind if I left 

the church a small donation? TVe appreciate very mu ch v.hat you are doing#"

"Goodness," I said, "what we are doing is only a sm all thing —  we*d like 

j to do lots more. But we*d be happier if you would  save your donation for some 

\ play equipment for the children when you get to c amp."

The maii smiled and bowed. "tYe do appreciate what your church has done," he 

said again, adding as an afterthought, "I*m a Buddh ist."

This morning the Sato and Obata families left. 1*11  always remember the 

wedding of Kimio Obata and his bride, Hasa Sato, bo th graduates of the University, 

which was held in our big church last fall because their little Japanese Congrega�

tional Church wus too small for their many friends.  Madame Obata arranged the 

flowers, and the autuin coloring of the giant cr/si nthemums was reflected in the 

gold dresses of the six bridesmaids. The pastor of their own church gave the 

benediction in Japanese, and the groom didn't kiss tho bride, but otherwise it was 

a thoroughly American wedding, even to a big extrav agant reception and dinner at

the Claremont Hotel afterward, Xactxxxlxtafikxaxrpc xhacta with many flashlight •/*..
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photographs being taken« Today I took* snapshots of  Kim and his bride before

the church where they were married, this time with a background of miscellaneous

luggage, and with identification tags in their lape ls« They have been good sports

about accepting their setbacks« Their Oakland shop closed promptly after

December 7 —  it had been a wedding gift —  and they havo been working day and

night to clear up the Berkeley Obata Studio where t heir parents have been for

so long« professor Obata, the father, is taking the  evacuation well« He has a

small notebook in which he is sketching the process  —  a silhouette of a "soldier

at the door, a picture of the evacuees getting on t he buses v/ith the church tower

¡high above« Mr« Sato, father of the bride, is a de acon in the Japanese Congre-
J
/ gational Church« He sent a dwarf maple tree from his garden to Liayor Gaines

/ with a letter asking him to accept it "in appreci ation of the privilege of 
I

\  having lived in Berkeley and of the protection iit y- family and myself have enjoyed, " 

I and he gave a dwarf pine to Dr. Loper. I tried to  tell him I was sorry this 

war had to come along and dislodge him and his fami ly from their home, and he 

smiled with tears in his eyes and said in his broke n English, "It is because 

the people forget God« Back there in Japan —  the pe ople forget God«"

Today on the same bus went the Takahashi family, lo ng residents of Berkeley, 

Quakers, all graduates of the University« The elder  Takahashi planned the 

gardens three years ago for Treasure Island«

t  , , , *
Our soldiers quartered in the church Nursery are be moaning the fact that

soon they will pull out of here« They’ve liked this  job, they tell us, with its

coffee and sandv/iches in the afternoon and the Boy  Scout room to lounge in, and

people inviting them out to dinner. One of the sold iers who comes up from Tanforan
around a tree

z h  v/ith the buses played hide-and-seek/this morning with a Japanese lad of five,

, and drew quite a gallery. A group of Japanese high school girls stood about 

chatting with one of the soldiers on guard, and I h eard one of them say coyly,

"ri'e hope you* 11 be stationed at our camp so we ’l l see you so.-ne more«"

Friday, Hay 1 —  Down to the office earlier than eve r —  7j30 a.m., as the first bus

was to leave at 8. Ambulances were sent around to t he homes to collect eight cases
¿i.C-* V

of mumps and ten of measles, today, to be taken-to the hospital in San Bruno until
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recovery. There were more of the lame and halt amon g the evacuees coming into 

Filgrim Hall today, it seemed. One paralyzed old ma n was carried in on the back 

of his son; one old lacy had to be lifted up the st eps of the bus. Dislocation 

from their homes and familiar surroundings is going  to be hard on people as frail

as these.

Today’s babies were particularly enchanting. One, w rapped in blue blankets, 

was a mite ten days old. 1 stopped by a basket hold ing a baby somewhat older,

wrapped in pink. "Tir.at’s his name? X asked.

"Ronald,” his mother said. "He’s third-generation A merican, so of course

he has an American name.”

My pet was Fatty Yoshida, aged eight months, dresse d in a knitted pink 

jumper suit that set off her chubby red-apple cheek s. Her pretty young mother 

agreed readily to my wish to take snapshots of her,  but alas, they will be in 

black-and-white, and Fatty, to do her justice, shou ld have color film.

Another of the International House staff, Marii Kyo goku, left today -with 

her family, and many from the House came down to sa y good-bye, including Lo Jung- 

pang of Feking, graduate of Yenching University, wh o has been studying for his 

if Fh.D. here. Marii was in Group 5, which was assi gned the North Room upstairs 

for assembling, cj.J , ho:: r—  didn’t seem to be en ough helpers

to pass plates of sandwiches and tea, so Mr. Lo hel ped. Another picture to 

remember: the young Chinese serving the Japanese ev acuees as they have to leave

their American homes. Good old China l

And hooray —  Julean Arnold called this afternoon to  say that in the final

mopping up of the United China Relief drive Berkele y had turned in $14,000, and 

he was going to v.ire the news to Madame uhiang Kai t-shek.

Dr. Loper had me outline for Mrs. Kingman of the Fa ir Play Committee the

steps of development in our work here with the evacue es, in the hope that other  

churches may want to do something along the same li ne. Mrs. Kingman feels that  

even the little v:e have done has been helpful in cha nging the attitude of some who  

were most bitter, citing one Japanese who was a vete ran of the first borld War  

and v;hn now is removed from his successful shop in C hinatown and sent into camp



as if he were a suspect. "The fact thAt he cane her e to an American church .

and was given friendly treatment," she says, "helpe d a lot to soften his hurt

and disillusionment. fI know now there are Amorican s who don’t hate us>* he told ^

/
me, 'and that makes a world of difference —  just to  have friends.'"

A Methodist minister who has been working in Montana among the Japanese in j 

internment camps commented to Dr. Loper today, "You r church is doing a fine job - !

but if it were in some areas it would be burned to the ground." He cited horror 

tales of hysteria such as we have feared, but have not found, in our area. It 

came over me suddenly, and with shock, that the sol diers who have been on guard 

have been here not to protect us from the Japanese so much as to protect the 

Japanese against us. # /

The last bus left just at noon, and it was a lovely  sunny day. *I'd hate 

to leave Berkeley when it looks so beautifull

And then as the government workers dwindled away ca me the business of 

collecting signs again, replacing ehu:«eh posters, clearing up debris, shrinking 

back into the business of being a church again. The  old office seems unearthly 

quiet, and I'm not sure I'm going to like it.



Anonymous by request, March 197**

Kay Riddell (Mrs. Robert) suggested I interview the  husband of a friend. 

I telephoned this Japanese-American gentleman. With  reluctance he agreed 

to come to the phone. However*he spoke more candidl y than most of those 

who spoke with me face-to-face. He lives in Berkele y and works as a bridge 

toll taker.

In 19**2 he was fifteen attending Berkeley High Sch ool. Born in Berke�

ley he lived at home with his parents, an older sis ter, and two older 

brothers. He had a paper route delivering a Japanes e local paper to seventy 

families.. He had friends among the other Japanese- Americans and also among 

classmates at school. One friend in particular was Converse Hunter, son of 

Dr. Stanley Hunter, pastor of St. John’s Presbyteri an and an ardent pacifist.

He recalled that theirwere fifty to sixty Nisei stu dents at Berkeley 

High who left school together to walk the several b locks to the church to 

join their families for evacuation by bus to Tanfor an. They arrived a bit 

late for the eleven a. m. date. He fondly recalls t he great support they 

felt from their teachers, especially his counselor,  Miss Harwood who visited 

at Topaz. He was sure she also visited Manzanar and  Tule Lake.

While voluntary exclusion was possible friends of h is mother offered 

to receive his whole family into their home in the Sacramento Valley. His 

mother felt to go would be futile, because there we re military installations 

close by there too. Also she preferred to remain wi th the local J-A com�

munity who shared their predicament.

En route to Tanforan by bus his mother told her fam ily they might never 

return hone to Berkeley. Perhaps they would be depo rted to Japan. The bur�

den of being suspected disloyal was very heavy.

Converse Hunter visited him at Tanforan and corresp onded with him all 

the while he was as Topaz as did two other Berkeley  High friends. He finish-



ed high school at Topaz. When he reached the age of  eighteen an Army 

recruiter tried to get him to enlist. He enjoyed ba iting the recruiter 

with, "Sure, if you get my parents out from behind barbed wire." "No con�

trol." was the answer. He was subject to the draft,  but was tested 4F. He 

was able to leave Topaz to work in the East. His si ster had left a year 

earlier for New York where she married and has stay ed. His two older 

brothers and his parents remained in camp. The loya lty questionnaire had 

angered them, but his mother had cautioned inaction  in order not to get a 

bad name and be sent to Tule Lake. It was better to  keep still and re�

main with their friends. They returned to Berkeley late in 19M-5.

He considers Berkeley a friendly city, then and now . He recalled 

that Easterners were friendly to him., but had no u nderstanding of how the 

Japanese-Americans had been uprooted, suffered fina ncially, been degraded 

by detention. His bitterness has remained. He accep ts the indifference 

with "Few knew us."

My questions were answered, but he did not voluntee r much as if he has

no axe to grind.



Gertrude Lesnini (Mrs* Guido) April 1974

In 1942 was a church member and a Public Health Nur se in Berkeley* She 

partici pated in the preevacuation health examinati ons, immunizations, and 

other services related to medical care.

In her official capacity she recalls that only two Japanese-American 

men were truly hostile* They are indignant and fear ful that adequate medical 

treatment might not be forthcoming at Tanforan* The y demanded permission 

to leave custody for treatment* It took some wrangl ing during a very hectic 

time to work through channels to get approval* Also , there was an unantici�

pated emergency during the evacuation* Persons with  communicable diseases 

needed separate transportation to Tanforadi* but no ne had been provided* Army 

ambulances were sent hastily, but bad feelings had been fostered needlessly.

She attended the special Church Council meeting tha t Dr. Loper called 

to get permission for the use of Pilgrim Hall* She remembers the sympathetic 

temper of the group which one member carried to the  extreme by disapproving 

giving any help to the Army* The majority agreed th at the kindest action 

towards the evacuees was to make them as comfortabl e as possible*

Mrs. Lesnini made a friend while a student in the U niv* of California 

School of Nursing who became an evacuee along with her husband and their two 

daughters* Their friendship has endured* Gertrude v isited at Tanforan and 

did errands typical for the time. She made possible  an interview for me with 

these friends, Barbara and Henry Takahashi.

A poignant, amusing recollection: Nurses who gradua ted from Univ* of 

Calif. School of Nursing wore distinctive caps, sup erstarched little mortar 

boards. Only one laundry, the Starlight Laundry in San Francisco, serviced 

the caps no matter where the nurses worked* When th e business closed because 

the owners were interned, no one else would attempt  to do them. Many



tried to wash their own with dismal resultsyand all  devised methods by 

which to extend the usable term of a cap.

At this time (1974) Mrs. Lesnini volunteers with th e Creative Living 

group sponsored by the Red Cross that meets in Dura nt Assembly twice weekly. 

The group is comprised of emotionally disturbed per sons. Two regular 

attenders are Japanese**American women who suffered  much at Topaz when a 

death in the family further disoriented them from r eality. Both were pa�

tients at the Napa State Hospital for seventeen yea rs. The language barrier 

there was insurmountable. Much has been written of the shocked state many 

of the Japanese suffered. Many were unable to cope and refused to believe 

the realities of the stables of Tanforan, the Utah desert, the rifle-bear�

ing soldiers, the war itself. Luckier ones who had Caucasian friends were 

able to endure. Is it not appropriate that these tw o particular women find 

such friends here in this place?
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Dr. Henry and Barbara Takahashi, April 197*1

This couple exemplify the popular image of Nisei (s econd generation 

removed from Japan and therefore U.S. citizens by b irthright.) Both are 

vigorous;early retirement age. Their house is elega nt in a fashionable 

neighborhood in Berkeley. The atmosphere they creat e quietly denotes 

successful acheivement and cultivated tastes. Gertr ude Lesnini suggested 

and arranged our meeting.

After tea in the formal living room, I was shown fa mily photos in 

their bedroom and then ushered downstairs to the mo re casual family room 

where we all relaxed among the trophies, etc. won b y two high acheivers.

Mrs. Takahashi helped ease into their story by star ting with her 

early friendship with Gertrude. She was ahead of Ge rtrude in the Univer�

sity of California School of Nursing. When she grad uated she was unable 

to get a nursing job because of her Japaneseness. S he reared her two 

daughters. The forced internment enabled her to hav e a nursing career 

after all. She headed the public health nursing at Topaz. Her experience 

was not unique. For many the homogenous camps made opportunities for 

leadership previously denied minorities. Both Takah ashis emphasized this 

point as the outstanding positive value of their re location. All the usual 

school activités needed leadership and participatio n, so school children 

played on teams , edited, were class officers for t he first time. It 

changed attitudes.

When they returned to Berkeley, Mrs. Takahashi appl ied to Dr. Nelson, 

the Superintendent of Schools in Berkeley for a job  as a school nurse. His 

response was that it was impossible; as a Japanese- American she would need 

a bodyguard. She persisted. Twenty years later she retired from her 

school job. There had been no incidents.

Dr. Takahashi was born in Berkeley of immigrant par ents who reared
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eleven children. Ten of them graduated from the Uni versity of California.

When Henry graduated with honors in 1926 as an opto metrist no one in his home 

town would rent office space to him. Until the evac uation his office was in 

San Francisco*s Japantown though his home was in Be rkeley. I asked whether 

he was a leader in the Japanese community in 1942. Barbara responded, "He 

was the leader.”

Why, I asked, had the J-A b$en so cooperative? Why hadn*t they howled

for their civil liberties? Cooperation was thought to be the m eans to prove

their loyalty and to support the war. Some did obje ct# in a respectful way,

but it was hoped that the camps would be more auton ously Japanese if the

authorities were aware and sympatheic with their li festyle.

gone .
The Takahashis could have voluntarily to the inland  and avoided intern�

ment, but chose to accompany the elder Takahashis. Henry*s father had come 

from Japan in the late nineteenth century. He remai ned independent which 

was typical. He learned gardening to meet the needs  of Berkeleyans who were 

building stylish large houses. His wife was a woman  arranged for him by 

his parents. She journeyed across the Pacific Ocean  to a strange land to 

marry a stranger. She became an accomplished transl ator which was unuaual. 

For most Issei the closeness of the integrated Japa nese community discouraged 

fluency in English.

The Takahashis voiced impatience with those who rem ain bitter about the 

internment. Not only because they believe there res ulted a break with the 

past that had insulated the minority, but simply be cause they are the kind 

of hopeful persons who cannot be bothered to dwell on what cannot be undone. 

As intellectuals they read current J-A sociology. T hey loaned me Henry Ki�

tano * s Japanese-Americans, Evolution of a Subcult ure.

Returning to Berkeley was easier for them than for some, but easy it 

was not. The home they owned had been neglected by the renters. That was

painful and there was no money for repairs. Nor was there money to resume



professional practice which requires capitalization . For a time Henry*s 

hobby of photography was their livelihood. In time he opened an office in 

the Dwight Way-Shattuck business area and not only became successful, but 

became a civic leader. Though unsuccessful in his c andidacy for Berkeley 

City Council, he had a very good showing.
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Mrs, Tae Oda, April 1974

Mrs. Oda is a Berkeley resident. In 1942 she was ni neteen and a 

student majoring in English at the University of Ca lifornia. Her home 

was in the San Joaquin Valley on her family’s farm.  She recalled there 

were five hundred Japanese-Americans students on th e Berkeley campus.

If there was an organization for them, she did not participate. Like 

many young women her age, she was in love and disin terested in college 

affairs other than her studies. She was a bride of three months when 

she was evacuated.

This interview ends with that. She talked with me o n the phone 

with apparent friendliness. Something interrupted u s and we agreed to 

talk again, but we never did. Somehow a wall was bu ilt between us. The 

mutual acquaintance, a Nisei woman I met in a Japan ese class at Laney, 

shrugged and said, "You can’t do it right with us. I can't either.

I ’m an Uncle Tom.” After this incident it was diffi cult for me to 

impose myself on the Japanese-Americans.



Mrs. Chiura Obata, April 197M-

Using the friendship of Doris Bergman who has studi ed Ikebana with 

Mrs. Obata, I phoned asking for an interview. Conse quently, I visited 

her and Professor Obata in their home. She was smil ingly gracious to me, 

but I was a stranger. What we discussed never will be easy for her. Also, 

I was ill at ease after Mrs. Oda's doseoff.

Mrs. Obata made the comment, ”It was for our protec tion.” She seemed 

to really mean it. When I repeated her comment to y oung adult Sansei 

(third generation from Japan) I knew at Laney Colle ge, they hooted with 

derision. Mrs. Obata explained her fear before the evacuation and why she 

has never changed her mind despite pressure from th e radical young, if such 

a term can be assigned Sansei. She spoke of the nig ht their house was 

shot at. Of course, they called the police who were  sympathetic but sug�

gested they keep their shades pulled down. When a c urfew from 8 p.m. to 

6 a.m. was imposed on the Japanese and Japanese-Ame ricans, it was a relief. 

It curtailed their sonsGyo's activities and they fe lt him safer.

Mrs. Obata emphasized the hasty time element. When evacuation was im�

minent, the Berkeley Japanese expected that San Fra ncisco would come first 

as it did in everything else. The general order for  evacuation was issued 

April 17. On April 2h Civil Exclusion Order 19 that  affected Berkeley was 

posted. Registration took place on the 25th and 26t h. The buses carradd 

them away May 1.

Mrs. Obata was a housewife with two children at hom e still. Her mar�

ried son Kim was busy with his duties as president of the Japanese-American 

Association. Packing what they would take with them  was relatively easy. 

They could take only what they could carry which wa s so little. Luckier 

than many her most valued possessions were stored w ith the Robert Sprouls, 

at the President’s House on the University campus. The rest went at forced 

sale prices. She gestured ruefully at her flower co ntainers as if to say



They do not compare withtthose she had prewar. It h urt to lose their car 

with its four new and scarce tires. The stuff she h ad reared her family 

with was suddenly gone at a fraction of its worth. Her husbandfs brush 

paintings were sold to benefit a student affected b y the war too, but 

she did not mention it. Professor Obata listened qu ietly, but did not join 

in due to infirmity following a stroke. His presenc e inhibited her a bit,

I think.

They had come to Berkeley in 1930. They were both n otables. Her 

flower arranging classes and programs were and are popular, but her pride 

is in her husband's career as an Art professor. Fri endship with Dr. Wash�

burn in the Art department at the University result ed in Gyo going to Wash�

ington University in St. Louis. He went there befor e finishing high 

school in order to avaoid evacuation. Because of th e curfew his family 

could not see him off on the train. Mrs. Ruth Kingm an took Gyo to the 

station. At Washington University he studied Archit ecture and has become 

internationally renowned.

I asked about the evacuation itself. She said she w as so weary, heart�

sick, and dazed by the speed of events that she rec alls very little other 

than being served "breakfast" by the church ladies.  She had had none, so 

the simple refreshments of fruit, cookies and tea w ere a welcome meal.

She skipped over Tanforan to Topaz recalling how ve ry cold it was in early 

October. They remained only until May 19U3. She did  not mention it, but 

in my reading I learned that Prof. Obata was beaten  in camp by angry Nisei. 

As their sensei (person honored for educational ach eivement) he should 

have resisted the authorities his persecutors thoug ht after the fact. When 

the evacuation idea started Japanese-Americans thou ght only aliens would be 

affected. When events happened quickly leaders were  eager to cooperate to 

show loyalty. Issei leaders were replaced by inexpe rienced Nisei who were



reluctant to go counter to their elders. They not o nly cooperated, they 

participated in the whole internment program. Doubt less the whole benefited, 

but there were those who would rather have defied t he authorities.

When the Obatas left Topaz they joined Gyo in St. L ouis.

She said they were the first Japanese to return to Berkeley in 1945.

The University wanted Brofessor Obata back as soon as possible. Housing 

was very short. They stayed with friends living in the Claremont dis�

trict. They have lived on Oregon Street a bit above  Telegraph Avenue 

since 1950. Their married daughter lives a few bloc ks away on Hillegass.

Mrs. Obata is pleased that her grandchildren are le arning some Japanese 

in a class within the J-A community. From my limite d exposure to Sansei 

at Laney, she will be disappointed. Sansei study a little Japanese to 

please their elders, but it hasn't much vitality fo r them.

At the Oakland Museum the History Gallery displays a painting Prof. 

Obata did of First Congregational Church of Berkele y in use as Civil Con�

trol Station. Also on display is a vase made from M ountain Juniper from 

Topaz days.
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Mrs* Grace Buckham, May 1974

Mrs. Buckhain was a teacher in 1942. She recalls th e evacuation buses parked 

along Dana Street. The sight gave her heart a twing e,and she was glad her 

church was doing what little it could. As a teacher  she taught J-A pupils 

and affirms the stereotype of the model bright and acheiving student.

Before the war the Buckham and Takahashi families w ere quite close. So 

much soy the Takahaskis named a son Keith. She comm ented on the unintentional 

slight that hurt William Takahashi, who was then a member of this church. Soon 

after Pearl Harbor she did not notice him on the st reet downtown. He took it 

as a snub,and there was no making amends. After the  war William and his wife 

Rose returned to Berkeley where William was an Art professor. They did not 

return to the church.

Her brother-in-law lived on the Penninsula at that time. It was he that 

was referred to in the folder material. He and othe rs at the San Mateo church 

helped at Tanforan.

Bike many others who were in Berkeley at that time,  Mrs. Buckham admits 

that there was doubt about the loyalty of the Japan ese . "We just wondered." 

They were self-protective and unknowable. Their eva siveness engendered 

distrust. Mrs. Buckham had had the experience of tr ying to get answers 

to the census questionnaire in Isleton for the 1930  census. Because land 

ownership was denied alien Japanese^and no Japanese  immigrants were able to 

be naturalized, land titles were placed in the name s of their children who 

were born with U.S. citizenship. The questions were  evaded due to fear that 

the government was trying to take their land. The s uspicion reinforced 

itself.

"Wartime did terrible things to us."
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EXCERPTS FROM CHURCH RECORDS

Only three mentions of Japanese-Japanesi-American e vacuation are to 

be found in the Sunday bulletins of 1942:

April 26. "The War Comes to Our Door" headlines a b ox that 

continues, "In response to the request of the Weste rn Defense Command 

for the use of Pilgrim Hall as a Civil Control Stat ion for evacuation 

of Japanese and Japanese-Americans, the Board of Tr ustees unanimously 

granted its use by the government. The Church Counc il, at a special 

meeting last Monday, gave unanimous consent to a pr ogram later ap�

proved and sponsored by the Berkeley Fellowship of Churches, offering 

evacuees courtesy and hospitality— day nursery servi ce for children, 

rooms in which to rest and wait, while others compl ete their business 

with the officials, refreshments, etc.. We are doin g this as a service 

to our country and as gesture of friendship to loya l Japanese Americans, 

proud that we have been given this opportunity to s erve in the spirit 

of Him who said, "One is your Master.... and ye all  are brethren."

May 3. "Among the many letters received this week i n con�

nection with the evacuation services was one from D ean Deutsch of the 

University, and excerpt from which reads, "Dear Dr.  Loper: Allow me 

to express my own appreciation for the attitude whi ch you and your 

church have taken with reference to the Japanese an d the American Japan�

ese who are being evacuated. Your action has been o ne that is proper 

and will impress these people with the fact that th e ideals which we 

profess we try to put into practice. If they critic ize you for it, my 

only thought would be that they are not truly Ameri cans or Christians."

July 26. Available at the Literature Table, "...the  magazine 

SOCIAL ACTION, and, recently published and timely, "A Touchstone of 

Democracy, the Japanese in America" (IOC) with arti cles by Galen Fisher,

John C. Bennett, Clarence Gillett, Charles Iglehart , and Joseph Conrad. 21
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would enthusiastically approve this statement if 
there were time to m at and take action.

We have a deep and profound love for the 
United States, which we are eager to express in 
this opportunity to work along with the govern�
ment. Our program has been projected with the 
knowledge and approval of government authori�
ties, but it is offered entirely through the initiative, 
and under the direction of the Berkeley churches. 
The church people must of necessity strictly sep�
arate themselves from governmental procedure, 
but we hope we can. offer something of value to 
you in Christian hospitality. Our efforts will be 
a way for your Berkeley friends to say at least that 
we believe in you. We hope they may increase 
your love for your community and the United 
States. ' • ^ ■ ‘-y, *

"May God bless you and keep you . . . both on your 

. '  ’ ' going out and on your coming in”

BERKELEY FELLOWSHIP OF CHURCHES  
-  U. S. M it c h e l l , President

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF  
BERKELEY

Ve r b V. Lo pe r , Minister  

April 24, 1942.
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•¿IWWOD AXnvXIdSOH HDHflHD AHlHXHHg 
psjjjBiu ‘ipjnq^j Sq} jo  moop oopdsssp sq ji

:j  . - - v s »•' ~ /  ' *XBp
■ - q̂sa affjBip ur ffupq dnoj? jBuopBuiuiouap }U 3

- ja jp p  b  ‘noX 04 Xqpjydsoq pu3}xa j j iA * p o u ad  siq4 

f u p n p  'X ajaqjag jo  saqam q^  4UB4sa40J<j  a q j,

’uopBJnp aq4 UBq4 jaSuoj 

ip n u i j o j  ‘suos Jiaq4 j o  ssoj ajq issod aq4 SupB j 

ajB sjdi{40 ip tqA  u i 4p id s  aoiBS aq j u i 41 fu p B j 

ajB noX j o  Xu b u j 4Bq4 m o ie j 04 aaiofaj a/xv ’sauioq 

jnoX j o  ‘uopB jnp aq4 j o j  ‘sso{ aq4 si B auauiy  

04 ia p u a j a o u  noX qoiqA  aaiAjas aqj^ *?uipuB4S 

-japun  jn o  jo  A ouq 04 noX 4u b a  3a  pire *saauB4S 

•u m a jp  4jn a g ip  jap u n  paup iupu i'aA B q noX ip iq A  

X)jb Xo { b  oaaq SBq }j •Xjiununuoa jn o  o io i j  3a o o i 

a o u  4snu i oqA  noX jo  Xu b u i j o  sa4B4§ p s j iu f j  aq4 

04 X4j b Xo j  a ip  jo  A ouq Xjfruosjad sn jo  Xu b j\[ 

•aSjBqa jnoqpA  sapqpB j jno  Su ia iS Xq 4s is s b 04 

ajqB aq  04 pa^ajiA ijd jaa j pue ^uaunijaAO? jn o  jo  

4JBd aq4 u o  uopBJapisuoa siq; ui 3310faJ a/xv *noX 

j o j  JaiSBa au ip  ?u iXj 4 s iq4 jo  suap jnq  aq j s j jb u j 04 

X4jun4Jo d d o  ajqissod 4saq aq4 pajajgo 41 4sq4 Sur 

-jaaj ‘S u ip jin q  siq4 jo  asn a ip  pa4sanbaj sappoipnB  

jB Japaj aqjL *aaiAjas Di^oiijcd siq4 ja p u a j 04 XddBq 

'aauaiuaAUOD jnoX j o j  asnoq q su sd  S41 j o  saprjpB j 

aq4 sja jgo jd  ip jn q a  aq j^  *u o i4b t d b a3 j o  sXBp asaq4 

u i noX 04 X)i|B4idsoq Jp q4 pua4xa X apq jag  jo  

saq a jn q ^  4UB4S340j g  aq4 puB ‘Su ip jm q S4i s ja jjo  

X apq jag  j o  q a jn iQ  |b u o i4bS3j Su o3 4SJig aqj^

would enthusiastically approve this statement if 

there were time to meet and take action.

We have a deep and profound love for the 

•:.* United States, "which we are eager to express in 

this opportunity to work along with the govern�

ment. Our program has been projected with the 

' knowledge and approval of government authori�

ties, but it is offered entirely through the initiative 

and under the direction of the Berkeley churches. 

The church people must of necessity strictly sep�

arate themselves from 'governmental procedure, 

but we hope we can. offer something of value to 

v you in Christian hospitality. Our efforts will be 

a way for your Berkeley friends to say at least that 

we believe in you. We hope they may increase 

. your love for your community and the United 
States. • � —'  ̂ > . •

"M oj God bless you and keep you . . . both on your 

'  ' going out and on your coming in”

BERKELEY FELLOWSHIP OF CHURCHES  
-  U. S. Mit c h e l l , President - .

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF  
BERKELEY

Ve r b V. Lo pe r , Minister 

April ¿4, 1942.
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Berkeley Demography

1940 Total population 85,547

93% white
44% black

1.5% Japanese ancestry, 1319 
682 males 
637 females

460 immigrants ineligible for U.S. citizenship 
859 Nisei, U.S. citizens

This minority was inconspicuous, because it was ins ular. It 
had been discriminated against ever since the first  Japanese 
came to this country.soon after Admiral Perry opene d Japan 
in 1885. They inherited the prevailing hate endured  by^the 
Chinese. Legal limitations agaist Asians included i neligi�
bility for naturalized citizenship, land ownership,  employ�
ment by any governmental agency or private corporat ion.
They were forced into small business and farming. T hey were 
ghettoized by restrictive covenants written into re al pro�
perty deeds. In Berkeley they were limited to the s outhwest 
area bounded by Dwight Way and Grove Street. They w orked 
mainly as gardeners, florists, nurserymen, and dome stics. 
Avery few had already entered the professions. Ofte n entire 
families worked together. Issei men were the leader s of the 

patriarchal society.
The dominant whites knew little of them. The Issei control 
enforced conformity to traditional values and behav ior. As 
a result they were modestly quiet, mannerly, acheiv ing.
Their self-discipline was admired. Few guessed that  Issei 

y- were educated, because most could not read, writ e of speak 
English fluently. Universal compulsory education fo r males 
prevailed in Japan. Scholarship is a prime good to any 
Japanese. It was in the schools rather than in prox imity 
of neighborhood or job situations that most Berkele yans 
made contact with them. Librarians and teachers spo ke ap�
preciatively of their obedient, industrious student s. Class�
mates found them tough competitors. However, extra- cur�
ricular activities were informally closed to them o r to any 

other minority.
Discrimination in Berkeley was less oppressive than  elsewhere 
because Berkeley was largely a white-collar and blu e-collar 
town. The Japanese did not compete economically as they did 
yery successfully in agricultural communities. The cosmopdili 
tanism of the university academic community tempere d open 
hostility. The YMCA and YWCA served as a non-school  meeting 

ground tor ethnic disparities.

1970 Total population 117,000

67% white



23.5% black
3% Japanese ancestry (3417)

19,5% other

Still an insular minority,the Japanese-Americans co ntinue 
in small business, but many have entered the profes sions. 
Substantial numbers have taken advantage of non-dis crimina�
tory hiring practices of governmental agencies. Onl y a few 
are as yet employed by corporations. Housing limita tions 
have been struck down, but a geographic community e ndures, 
though it has shifted to the north. Traditional val ues are 
still strong. Japanese customs and arts are now off ered to 
the city at their festival times. If anything,there  has been 
a revival of Japanese culture. The difference is th at those 
outside are appreciative. Sansei seem thoroughly Am erican�
ized. Perhaps their counterparts in Japan would jud ge them 
a bit old-fashioned. Marriage to one outside the co mmunity 
is still difficult but no longer unthinkable. Many are tour�
ists to Japan. Of course, they are justifiably prou d of 
their ancestral h&meland.

Not all evacuees chose to return to their home comm unities 
after the war. Some returned only long enough to gr ow old 
enough to strike out on their own. Nationwide those  who 
live and work outside a Japanese community acheive higher 
status and income. An ethnic community is restricti ve.
Those outside fail to meet them as individuals. Tho se inside 
remain timid. From the comfort of the in-group come s the 
same lament as in April 1942, "Shikataganai (It can not be 
helped.")
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1624 Parker 3b* 
Berkeley, Cal*

Hoa* Prank Gaine» 
Mayer of Berkeley 
Berkeley, Cal*

Dear 24r. Gaineet

* A» a  token of ay appréciation of the privilège 
of having lived in Berkeley and of the protection a y family and 
ayeelf hâve enjoyad, I would like to présent you wi th a  dnarf 
naple tree, whioh I hâve nurtured and eherlshed for  acre 
thirty y  sers*

Zf yon eould accept the tree, idndly leb ne 
knenr where I ahould doliver it* The tree 1» in a  « M w ,  pot; 
that measuree about eight inehee in diaaeter.

Sincerely your».

TEIZO SATO



1624 Parker Sb 
Berkeley, Cali

Hon* Frank Gaines 
Mayor of Berkeley 
Berkeley, Cal.

Dear Mr* Gainess

As a token of my appreciation of the privilege 
of having lived in Berkeley and of the protection m y family and 
myself have enjoyed, I would like to present you wi th a dwarf 
maple tree, which I have nurtured and cherished for  more than 

thirty years*

If you would accept the tree, kindly let me 
know where I should deliver it. The tree is in a ch ina pot 
that measures about eight inches in diameter.

Sincerely yours,

TEIZO SATO



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
City at  Berkeley

April 13, 1942

Mr* Teiro Seto 
1024 Parker Street  
Berkeley, Calif orala

Dear Mr* Sato»

1 am deeply touehed by your courteous note  
of 6th April in which you kindly offer me,as a token of  
your appreciation of tbs City which has afforded you and  
your family safe sanctuary, a dwarfed maple tree wh ieh  
you hare nurtured and cherished tar  thirty years,

X am happy to aoeept this token hut not as a  
permanent gift# Instead, I shall hare pleasure in  
serving as custodian of it until such tine as you may  
find yourself in position to repossess it«

If convenient, 2 shall he grateful if you  
will deliver it to my secretary. Hiss Lind strom, at the  
City Hall« Otherwise, if you will 1 st Miss Llndstrc m 
know, X shall arrange to send a messenger to your h ome 
for it«

Sincerely yours.

m S K  8« G AIRES  
* Mayor
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April 27, 1942

First Congregational Church of Berkeley  
2S45 Charming Way  
Berkeley, California

Gentlemen:

May we express a warm heartfelt appreciation for the  
friendly hospitality shown us by your church during the days  
of registration for evacuation.

The facilities of your beautiful church and the kindly  
spirit of those who welcomed and helped us while we waited  
to be registered shall not soon be forgotten.

We, the young people, have often visited the Berkeley  
Congregational Church at the Plymouth House and have known  
the cordial relationships that have existed with th e pastor  
and congregation.

We shall leave our homes and the city we have loved with  
a fond memory of our good friends and all they have done for  
us.

Very sincerely yours,

President,
Toung People*s Christian Society  
Japanese Free Methodist Church

of Berkeley





P.O.Box U2U 
Walnut Grove, ̂ ^  
California

Dr.Vere V. Loper
First Cogrgationsl Church
Berkeley, California t. >

Dear D r . Loper; ‘."L' /; J ; ; ; 1 : '; ;•iSp
Now that the actual evacuation has come we of  

the Berkeley Fellowshio find it necessary to disband.  
We would like to expess our gratitude to you for  
helpingg us in the pas^, and for having faith and  
confidence in us during these times. It is indeed  
gratifying to have someone who believew in us when we  
say that we are Americans and that we too believe in  
our ideals of democracy and freedom. We are going to  
our camus with faith and coutage, oart of which we ar e 
sure, you have developed within us by your help and  
extension of Christian brotherhood. Again may we* e  
express our gratitude, Dr. Loper, for everything you  
have done for u s . . < ky!y

\ .Sincerely,

President of Berkeley fellowship

j§ju|fe

C ^ c sS -'
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April » ,  IMS»

Sr» Baight Bradi«?, •* 
C w w t U  for Í M U 1  l l U « t  
Ü f  Avrara,
Irr Sut Ufa» *• ̂

Soor DUgkt«

tur t o i l  i t — rat ym iH y  to h n  Bob lag lia* report 	� X 
think that «a poshed thing« « M  a l i t t le  faraghee • «•  to *» definita  
sao elusion* faglio « U i erad |W  o Wÿ«ri of kU trip «al f a i  fa I f a U  

' shrald holp fa grido yeo fa «oy dotioUoo that jroo aay w m  fa fa *ra  
Ter*« Ho H i# «»o faip «U i planned «ad ha va* falò te ora the Mr poo* 
pio evesyfaore fa  w fa  f fa  potfaso «erte« fa O l i m i  ofafao fa t «o 
m i n i  tfa  otrrag faprooolao tfa t fa M g  pieoe* tfaro io  « I t U fa i  
«praooa* fa «ofa tfa  gorami pia» tfa t «o faro faon «oxkfag «n «••? nnfa 
«Om toping« ffa  «ifaotfaM fa Xo o o m io  fad« Sonora« «ora fa fa  i t r a g d j 
video* ofant tfa  ¿aparara or f a r  faro o spoUal Poor of invaden» fa t 
tfa  preopoet* oro good fa Stah, Colorado, lofaoofa» ttleararl rad turando«  
lo  for no «todrat« «aro oonoornod tfa  pareUra io  «kloflgr financial. Collage« 
and Calvar sit ia s fa t fa t «falo orra (enrapt Srara*) oro «in  log fa fafa 
ffadrati i f  tfar ora fa  ffaraooi« ��

Cor ooanittée» fa «ira «f thi* report» think* tfat tfa aejer took  
faforo all of no io tfa iofloraolog of potilo opfai ra fa tfa faddOLo «oot  
ood fa tfa rast« Probably tfaro dui k m  fa fa «in «r atfa of oraoratrotira  
m o  thi* fafa faforo rafa ora fa dora «trat resettli ng Japanese (apart fron  
otodrato)« fa «ira of tkii «* k m  tkroo raggeetlrao ra for «o oor dram  
faotira io «raooraod« (l) fa» Pili io «siting fa tf a «Ufar of B » j&fgkfflk*  
oro Harald asking tfat ra «rtUlo fa ioQlodod fa tfa  Jone io««« rara if thi«  
ara« rafa» pago*» So io «oggootfag tfat Mrs Cillait  «rifa tfa ortiolo«
(2) fa fallava tfat tfaro faoUd fa ra Ino—  of «rafa l lotira kot » araii  
«tranciar tfat fafa fa « rapplrarat fa tfa fra* nra bor rotfar than ra safan  
ranker in Jnly» Al Iraot «* hop* that it ora fa paf tllohed faforo tfa orafa  
fag of tfa Panaro! Cernii» (fa did not di ara*« it fat it oraoro fa no a*
X «sito that it night fa ready faforo tfa Parato! C ranoil for diotrifatira  
tfaro rad pot fa «rat «ai in Joly») Oor «rageotiao i* tfat thia prapklot  
oratolo tfa fttUraingt W  fa «ruolo fa Polen fiafar ra tfa long rango  
prahlen* involved together Ufa «wo ofafanrat of «fa t ho* hoppmeáj (k) In  
arti eia fa Jeofah Canard, fa* raprraaofatlve of fa o 9Uand* Porvi*« Ceratura  
In fai* orra fao io doin* o fino Jfa in orawn«attii g all tfat lo koing dna*  
hora ofaot otodrato« («) fa intradootira fa o natio nal loader «f fao daran»  
<»^«s trike U U  point rat far inportrat falo poetara  l a u «  rara of ChrioUra  
responsibility rad for tfa prerarvettra of Arariora  inetltatlrao« X think  
fact it io sur ganoral vira rat faro that tfa hind of attack «pan tfa gor»  
osnnant fact famotorlood LUpef+* adì tortai in Cafl *ia 1*
not fair and it io rat good policy» iron ora sa «» orai «arara raooaaUon



Br# Bright Bredlagr
April 29, 1942

----- -- ------------ mrm and la te s t t t e t  tJ ii. *tart4 n t  * •“  U » t t te  P?»*U
•r*  to\>a priaosars o f aar f  or t te  4— t i n -  (3) A S r t L

^  i n .  n r .  1 . that .  lH U r  i a l d l .  
to  our m inister« f i l i n g  a ttootlon to  th is  profcla*# 1« fh it  that th i  
r i , ” ^ i p u !  I f ta r a  da fla ita  proj act i .  ba*n  ^  rw prtm  eooparatloo.

■ «road t t l .  matter o f m eh in g  *?* **ln - t ^ ?
tag w  t e n  »  — ta  r a w n n r ta ttn . **>J^ j* * * J *£t .*  1 —  n

I  t a x ’ s  «  S l L u l l I t t - .  T t e . i4 n
— I l ^ i  n d o V  tog1U to t e w .  t ^ t l T

I r o iT I L r  J ? U  » « — t i n  t e  t h ^ t e ^ i n o n ^ e ^ b r t

^ . S a E S T t e  t e n . .  e n - i U n t e t e

H E � s b , 5t s n * ?  ^ fcj s
S S J m f f m S S  a n  4 u i t e f  te  n te  .  » U n  .  t L t  -

eentars. tter. 1. • 4tm.rt.ty team ttey rtll ntte r tland  
t t» N  n w a  «  o o ln ia a  n U l  n  a n  jam a t te t  1» •  * t n .

i .  f ? .n t e b la  p te l i . l i r t n ,  * * - ^ ^ * 2 1  S t i  T l  
S I S  - t e a  favorable p a r ti. o p lr tn  t .  t e t e n  t te r tg b t  *
2 m « U r  prolate o f t h l .  te«U  »  ~  " £ * * * * * £ •  
exalted .boat n e te te r*  J a p n n . t r t U w  l f y  t e f w . ttey  ara 
Parhaps yon lU l  hawe •  ******  to that prohlaBe

M t hm fro* bow.  th is  w ill ho qwito ao *aeh year p rob l»  in  tho 
A r j j «  tho inflnoaoi«« o f phhllc opinio» io  concarnad,

? ? * “ £  * " £ * . *  " t 5 t e t t S ^ . 3 \ t t e E ^  I n  in k  -d C b in * .  
i t  io  Xottr proble* aow* «tmoa* X think that wo how o oatablishod
ghould pot poor o *  ninda oo tho a m  waopa* **********
throo thing« which i t  1« i* p o r t« t for ��« to ^  naV** ^ P * . M a id ^
tT b l d n l t t e t e  an a » t i n r t  aaala. th a n  tbraa te la « . « »  (�)  * « “ « i* -
nab la  — te r  a f t te  Upa— a, � « £  t te  r t44U

g g » p g ^ ^ » « m a a a s s s t a �

hhat tho l»orican Japanoao polot «**1 haw« to ho iawootU
ain\o«aaao°tho fow om oat doo« change i t«  »led# Bat hare tho ?1̂ *“

* ? ?  T n ! t ^ ! 2 S m ^ o a o ^ ^ o  aa prisoner! 1« something oo which a l l  tho d p lo  o f not keeping tnoao P*®r** *“  i f  t̂ ># ffowexn eent wawcra*

?s“ l £  s a w s  s s ; . *  r H r r H s S i ;
2 ^ ^ ^ S ‘* J S S 4 r l 5 ,i i l £ ! S f < S S »  ~  » £ £ » m S m

r & s s  a  , 5 £ £ . ? s � » * » * ■»  “i t ,  s s . ^ ’s i s x
« t in r t  e n r t t t n  «  tb . a o n t ,» f  te i te  £ •  a l t l T t e S l

S s T a f E ^  S t f S X ^ I S S I  ^ - r t a .  t e r -  I t  1 . t e p n tn t
I l i r t H «  t te  —  fr o ta r t ln tp te P  t t e t  » « « tU ta . r tth  th a g « m ^ -
that thoro ho wao w e  ^  *f% d*cati«o or oo tho a^afoaoh to co»»
want horo* Bot °* faoaral p o lic i lmmdordiip w ill ha w» to  eoao
mo&itiaa in  tho aiddla woat and tho ooat, too io « o »w ip  liW
~  « d  n r .  f—  tea  n a t .  fc — .  t t e n  ln <  U t te r , t e t  ttey  n .  n r .

reports than letter»# 
JGB/B

Sincerely years,



F E D E R A L  S E CU R I T Y  A G E N C Y  

SOCIAL SECURITY BOARD

UNITED STATES EMPLOYMENT SERVICE

'��%���'���$�

D IR E C T O R  F O R  C A L IF O R N IA

2461 Shattuck Avenue
Berkeley, California
May 5, 1942

■ " : . ■
... .. • • rùMmwd

Dr* Vere V* Loper  
First Congregational Chureh  
2345 Channing Way  
Berkeley, California

Dear Dr* Loper t <

As yon know our job of evacuating' the Japanese fro m 
Berkeley has been completed* The Civil Control Stat ion is  
olosed and most of the records are filed away* Although some  
of us are baok doing our day to day work, 1 am sure that  all  
of us will look baok on our evacuation program with the  reali�
sation that it was a job that had to be done, and th at it was  
done with a minimum of difficulty for all concerned *

Many commendations came our way, and because each o f  
us had a part to play and played it well, I want to onoe  again . • >-•••, ■
say "thank you”•

I shall appreciate your conveying to your Board of
Trustees, to Miss Breed, to Mr* Bailey and to the member s of  
the other ohurches who worked so magnificiently, ay s incere  
sppreo iation*
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D R . W IL L S  IE  M ARTIN  

C H A IR M A N

RA B B I M O R T O N  A . B A U M A N
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D R . (SC O R G E G L E A S O N , 

EX EC U TIV E SE C R E T A R Y

D R . A R T H U R  B R A D E N  

D R . F R A N K  F A G E R B U R G  

D R . E . C . FA R N H A M  

D R . JA M E S  W . F IF IE L D , J R .

R A B B I ED G A R  F . M A G N IN 

D R . G L E N N  W . M O O R E 

R T . R EV . M SG R . T H O S . J .  O 'D W Y E R 

r T . R EV . W . B E R T R A N D  S T E V E N S 

R E V . C L A R A N C E  H . P A R L O U R 

R E C O R D IN G  S E C R E T A R Y

May 7, 1942.

Dr. Vere V. Loper,
First Congregational Church  
of Berkeley,
Berkeley, Calif*

Dear Doctor Loper:

Through you, I wish to thank somebody in your  
church for sending me a check for Five Dollars for speaking  
to your College of Life group on Sunday morning, fipri l 2?th.
I think I gained more than I gave. However, I shall p ut  
this in a literature fund which is down about- Two H undred  
Dollars at present. Every little bit helps1

Galen ^isher handed me your statement, "To Japanese  
Friends and Fellow Americans". On the last page, I fin d a  
sentence which seems to me to indicate a fundamental  misunder�
standing of the purpose and relationship of the Church : "The  
church people must of necessity strictly separate t hemselves  
from Government proceedure". I have shown this to se veral  
friends and can discover no interpretation of that s entence  
which is true to what I consider the function of the Church.

I am employed by the Board of Supervisors of  
Los Angeles County as Church and Community Coordinato r. My  
work is to connect church people and churches with G overnment  
employees and with Government proceedure. I want to  see  
Government workers and Government activities impreg nated with  
the spirit of the Church.
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H E N R Y  G . S M IT H , P a s t o r  

D o w n in g  S t r e e t  a t  E a s t  S i x te e n th  A v e n u e  

D e n v e r ,  C o lo ra d o

May 14, 1942

Dr. Vere Loper  
2345 Oh aiming Way  
Berkeley, California

Dear Vere:

Thanks bo  much for the little folder which so  
aptly brings your challenge to your Japanese friends  
and fellow Americans. I was especially helped by the  
little phraae that you use in which you bid the cha llenge  
of patience on the basis of being the losers of their  
homes for a time in comparison with the loss of sons  
and fathers on the part of their family, which will no t  
be for the duration alone, but for all time.

Yes, Lt. David Hunger is, as you say, a fine chap.
He and his good wife, Ruth, and baby, make a mighty fine  
family and am hoping that you may have the happy experi�
ence of meeting them as well as David.

Miss you in this neighborhood tremendously, but  
your successor, Waser, has quickly established himself  
in the life of his church and community, and was the  
other morning elected President of the Denver Minis terial  
Alliance.

With kindest personal regards, I am,

Sincerely yours,

$ 6 �7 8�
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Barrick 14 Apartment 26  
Tanforan Assembly Center  
San Bpuno, California

Dr, Veo Loper
First Congregational Church  
Berkeley, California

Dear Dr, Copey,

May I thank you for what you and your church have  

done for us in time of our evacuation. You certainl y  

made us feel you were our friends and fellow citize ns.

Your good neighborliness will be rembered as long as we live.  

Kindly extend or otahgood wishes and gratitudes to those

all who worked with you, ministers and members of t he

churches in Berkeley.

Hopping to yisMyou tomarrow when you come

to examine George Akin and Mas Wakai,

Sincerely yours,

t-O

S O ¿Sc-H'l-eStS T&
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CALIFORNIA C R E M A T O R IU M , U 9 9  Piedmont Ave., Oakland, Calif.

Taraji Katayama, Talko Katayama. Baby Katayama

First Cong, Church,
Berkeley,
California,

Gentlemen:

Enclosed is a receipt for the cremated 
remains of the following:

Record
October 31, 1942

.193__«

�

5V363@œKX5pé'
Received the incinerate remains of INIA

to

CALIFORNIA CREMATORIUM.
LAWRENCE P. MOORS. MGWU'

Signed

�
Taraji Katayama 
Taiko Katayama 
Baby Katayama

Sincerely yours,

CHAPEL OF THE CHIMES

CALIFORNIA CREMATORIUM

JUDGE LIN CO LN S . CHURCH 
CHARLES VADE PANGBURN 
LAWRENCE F . MOORE . .  .
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Topaz Relocation Center 

'34 - 6 - A  
Topaz, Utah.
Nov. 18, 1942.

Dear Dr. Loper,

)

Thank you very kindly for your nice letter. I was n ot able to 
answer your letter sooner for we were in the proces s of moving 
from one camp to the other.

Yes, we had snow again and it was very beautiful to  see everything 
so white and clean. It was too bad that we had no t rees in between, 
the barracks, but it was the first time that many o f us actually saw 
snow fall and actually pack on the ground.

�
l will Tie disappointing in regards to your inquiry  about Mr.
Clarence Gillett, for I really do not know where he  is or what he 
is doing. The last I heaid was that he was at Iowa at a convention 
of Congregational Young People to discuss about the  Resettlement of 
the Japanese after the War. That ^s about all that I know. I ’m sure 
Mr. Galen Fisher, who went to the same convention, would be able to 
give you more information about him.

Yes, We were very happy to see Mr. Fisher when he v isited Topaz.
Ke had a very busy time during his brief stay h®**«  since he has so many 
friends here.

My wife and I hope to move to Jerome Relocation Cen ter in the near 
future since there are too many ministers at ihis C efnter (14 Protestant 
ministers here) and there are fewer of them at Arka nsas. But we think 
that we will be herefor at least amonth or so.

n

Thanking you again for your friendly letter.

Sincerely yours.

� �� ��
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01d I say "California*? Z bastan to add that I an rafarri ng only to tha *

University ef California afe Berkalsy. The story would b a differaafe if I wara ta  

describa tha si tu afe ion in many rural araas wher© a oo aplaxity af faotors bare led to  

tha only sosnas af violone© ass eoi atad with tha r eturn of thè Japonesa to this Stata«

1 shculd, if pioture etere tee roay, frankly adadt that  severa! Sisal bara tald  

ma that Sericei 4jr is eomsidarad a bright spot by tha saoand generation Japanasa»

Chi «lat night «han tha San Francisca area first heard th a shriak of air marnine  

•Ì5**l* and tho lights west ©ut around tha Bay, thara «ora 500  Sisal among tha 18,000  

studente an tha Berkeley oaapus* Thay tarriad with us  far soma manths and febea «ara  

sant ta evacuatlon campa* Sav th«y oan antar Sathar Onta te tha "Cai* campus anca  

mera* Only 21 ha«* raturnad* J askod Sanremi of ths m^wbat thay wiahed ma te say on  

thair bahalf te tha Congragatlcnallste af tha United S tata«* The answar «ài alvays teor-i  

^©•PjF^king llka this, "fall tfasn araryona has baan  f«ry kind to us and «a ara vary  

gmtefhl|*¿r" ̂  *’ "* ’ ‘v*1 " » »,

Tha studente of tha University of C & H f  orala rea oh ad  many aaoand generaticn  

/apañes# young paopla «hila thay «era stili at thè Tapas Evac uati on Cantar* MLght  

^•^®dflnt»*r«Ppe«*«ting tha Christian Associations a n tha campus, want to Utah* Thay  

did nat urge tha Sinai t© return andy fzvnkly&tfeutione d them as te dlffieultias  

sdii oh thay «i£ht expeot* Thay statad tha oenviotion aha rad  by most greups working  

f«r tha «alfar© of tha Americana af Japanasa anoastry that a happy a djustmmt both  

f?r ia4lTldual **d tha group night boat ba mada if tba Sisal «ara «idaly dispersad  

a«n* tha country. Bui tha Sisal «ara assured that thea© d esiring to ©arali at tha  

University «ould flnd a caratai «alcona if thay cama te Berkel^* Tha studaat dalagatàan  

s u  a m a i  «ith offieial infornati cn te answar all gu asti ons about nacas sary procedura  

for. ©atranca inte tha University• In oordial f riends hip, tírase Christian studente  

adnistarad to thair fall«« American bahind tha barbad «ira*

Shlla tha Christian Assooiatlons bava takan tha lead i n «elooning tha Sisal, tha  

University in all af ita dapartments has baan grao leus* Tha Associated studente of tha  

Uni far si ty, tha aganoy of tba studant^ody, f alt  ite «ay carefully at tha by

í‘,iAfe>¿'rtMilÍT*fc riiìiiiifgir i>ñí • Siói'i
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prejectiag on# of their ousteaary polls to tost studen t sentiment. A group of 52S  

Californio men and women, representing a cress seotion of the  student body, including  

service mot and returned veterans were interviewed« a  number of questions wore asked«

65.7 per cent of the students said that they woul d welcome retu rning Nisei as ¿tally  

participating members of the groups or would actively aid in their esmpus or ientation*

Q&ly 8 per coat said that they would do nothing to aid the esmpus orientation of the  

®iaai* 8 per cent wore willing to join a group in actively op posing the return of  

the Nisei to the campus«

President Robert Gordon 8preul of the University sot the  pace for official  

University procedure with a statement which included thos e words - •Persons of Japanese  

ancestry who h&vo been cleared by the War Department ••• and w ho return to California  

either to resume or begin studios at the University will n ot bo treated differently from  

other former students or applicants for admission* They will bo received by the  

faculty and student body*«»in * friendly and cooperative manner• • «for they will have  

ibeen certified to have proven themselves free from any b lemish of disloyalty even  

under stress ef most discriminatory treatment*•

4 Associated Students prepared for the return ef the Rise! by a res olution which  

stated on behalf of the student body that "The University of Ca lifornia reasserts its  

belief in the piinoiptfeef Judging the individual b y his merit and its opposition to  

the doctrine of racism« It extends to relocated stu d oaks planning to attend this  

University its assurance ef welcome admission to membe rship in our student boty«*

The pally feallfornlan, the student publication, has a dtively supported tho  

polioy in which faculty and students are unified. H o offerT^h&s been made to lionise  

the returning Nisei* They have net bora entertained as  a group by any campus organisation*  

The sffort has been made to rseelva them as normal studen ts and to encourage them to  

participate in pampas organisations ef every type« They have amide a b eginning e f  

student wctl »ilj/^mpecislly in the Christian Assoc iations, host ef them are/frotestant  

Ihristiaiwbackground. One is a Roman Catholic and o me is a $44ti|st, Campus churches  

are actively seeking their participation in church programs as Protestantism is om record  

as frowning on the re-establishment of Japanese ancestry churches .
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A Major difficulty has been encountered in the hous ing of these students. This  

is to be expected in/war tine University oity where students frequ ently go fren  

deer to door seeking roans in which to stay. Arrange ments were consummated for  

most of the men to be housed in student cooperative houses, shore they are readily  

adjusting themselves to the University situation. T he women for the most p r t  have  

had to go into homes, where they wo He for their board an d room, lemon1 s oooperativo  

houses have long waiting lists* This has meant that the g irls have been Isolated  

to some degree and maay have been desperately lones ome. They have beea discouraged  

from meeting as a group and their adjustment to the situation i s difficult as they  

shift*»» rapidly from life in am evacuation oemp In intimate oentaot with their  

families to scattered reeldamce frequently remote from the c ampus of a diversity too  

large te be friendly in any intimate sense of the term.

They will solve their problems, howSver. and are receiving friendly aid em  

every hand. The Berkeley Inter-rqci&l Commission has beea m ost helpful to them.

They organised the effort to see that Blsel were met at the train wheat they returned  

to Berkeley. They secured ¿euasifr in which they rec eived gracious hospitality until  

they could find permanent residences. They have steod re ady to meet their every need.

1 have tried to discover any unpleasantness in the reception of the Blsel. both

by talking tn then sad especially to those who would be  most sensitive to a^y indignity

which they might suffer* I have discovered only two s light rebuffs both of which

scoured in the coBnunlty and net at the .University. Thess incidents are to be placed .

against a host of kindness ea for which the Blsel exp ress the profound eat gratitude.

AS a matter of fact one Blsel graduate of, the University  apart several days in the

Bay Area as a "human guinea pig* to see what, reception woul d be accorded him and

he deliberately sought contact with as many people in as many dif ferent situations

as possible. One slight$y*happy" seller boisterously gree ted him — **H«y. Chang

nedsa/vt*
lai Shekr but he encountered no unkindness. Uhether this happy reception in the  

Metropolitan area will continue as larger numbers r eturn is a question which few would  

presume te be able to answer, but no doubt exists on the C ampus of the University  

ef California that the cordial weloome which bn* be en met ended te the first twenty-one  

Bisei to enroll at Berkel^ has sot a pattern which will not bo broken.

■ ŝrSmMymiamwttmiSiMijM
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438 Merida Drive  
Santa Barbara, Ca. 93111

May 29th

Dear Shirley,

I feel very badly not to have answered your letter  
sooner and am now shocked to realize hew close this is to y our  
deadline. I wanted to check with my long-time Nisei fri end,
Tomi Maraño Sollen, most of a 11,and ïomi and her husband were  
off for awhile on a trip threu^a Mexico. Let me give you what  
Tomi told me and what I remember hearing from other pe ep le or  
reading about the evacuation. I hepe its not too late t o be of  
some help to you.

First, I wasnt in Chicago at 1he time of the evacuat ion;
I was already working in Wash. DC for the Office for nw ergency  
Management, the holding company for all the main war a gencies  
like OPA, WPB, OCD, LLA, etc. apart from the military agen cies  
themselves. I did know a number of Nisei friends in Be rkeley;
I knew Tomi Maraño and her sister Sumaye in 4th-9th grad es and  
then again in college where we were all In the University YWCA.
I knew a number* of boys in Stiles Hall to o as well  as other  
Nisei girls- I knew Haruko Nakata best but have lost track of  
her. Même Tsuchida and her husband nJLichi still live in  
Beikeley where Michi is an optometrist- Mime was of fice secty  
far the YW after the war when I worked for the YW. Mime by sheer  
coincidence was born in Japan while her mother was máki ng a  
trip to visit her family and hence had alien status all dur ing  
the war and until a special hardship bill for her wps passed  
through Congress. Hime is fairly bitter abait the eva cuation  
and as an alien, by fluke, has reason to feel some special  
resentment in the somewhat differentiated treatment  aliens  
received. Most aliens were,of course,Isei parents b orn in Jap an  
and I supposed not many were Mime*s (or my) age. I k now Hime  
does not like to talk about evacuation day3/and I o nly broached  
this topic with Tomi because she*s right here In Sa nta Barbara  
and I could ask her pretty directly since we have a goo d many  
other contacts. I have never known any Nisei who did not res ent  
the egqcuation and feel it was unfair and unwarranted and f or  
many persons a considerable personal and family trage dy.
I don not think the Japanese agreed that the, gover nment knew best  
in ordering the evacuation. I personally believe/'and every® itisei  
friend I have known, believes it was a tragic and u necessary  
dislocation of the lives of many many people. If any o f them  
felt it was protective, I have not met them or read  their  
statements. Tomi feels certain they would not be submissive n ow.  
She said the older Nisei felt reticent abait fighting,  the  

| Japan ese American Citizens League was afraid to fight  and hoped,
I Japanese people could prove their loyalty by bein g cooperative.
I remember Leila Anderson who was the International-Int erracial  
staff member for the YW at the time beiipg so sorry a bout all  
the losses suffered by Nisei families suddenly uproot ed. Only those  
families who had good, solid, loyal Caucasian friends able to  
hèlp were able to save very much of anytning;- no time t o sell  
homes, property, businesses, no place to store hous ehold goods,'  
treasures, furniture, etc. It was a disaster for ma ny; scene  
never recovered emotionally or financially; some were  able to  
afcart again later and rebuild their lives; many never re turned  
to the West Coast.
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Tomi feels no Japanese agreed with the relocation nec essity  
promoted by the government. She said the heavi®st di scriminati on  
came in the central valley where the fanners were in ec ono*uic  
competition with Caucasian famrmers. It is here whe re most  
reports of harassment by the FBI came frcm. I dont know  what  
to say about Berkeley except that Caucasians ufoo knew  Nisei  
helped their friends by storing and shipping things,  
peopel with business ability helped their Nisei frie nds by  
trying to get more deserving values from the sale of  property  
and businesses. Mrs. Robert Vickery mho still lives in  
Berkeley and was on the YVK Board then aid active in St Marks  
episcopal church might rsnember mere of what went on  along  
these lines. Im sure Leila Anderson would remember^but she i s 
retired and living in Macon/Georgia now. Many of th e pecplw  
on the Y Board mho could have given ycu information  are no  
lopger living; £ill Davis of Stiles nail could have, too , but  
he died a year ago January. I dont know if Harry ctr Ru th  
Kingman are in Berkeley now; if so, "they would know. I dont  
think an awful lot of Berkeley church people knew m any Niesei  
though Im sure they tried to help ease the pain thr ough their  
churches. The Quakers helped too and I seem to rememb er Leila  
saying in her gentle way that this was one time she thou ght  
they were trying to take all the credit, not their usua l way  
ofl working.

You might be interested in Tomifs story. Tomi was at  
UCB in her Senior year and married to Tom Shibutani, another  
Nisei. After Pearl Harbor a lot of Nisei didnt regist er and  
come back Spring semester. Tom and Tomi did but then were  
pulled out before the end aid before graduation. UCB did mhat  
I consider a fair and gnereus thing and granted those  Nisei  
students registered in the Spring of *42 their AB deg rees  
even though they were not allowed—  no exceptions—  t o stay  
and finish classes and take their finals. Tomi and T om aidnt  
have a lot of things of their own; Tomi*s family who l ived  
on Dwight Way below Fulton stored some in the abasement of  
the house and stftore they rented with the owner, some they  
were able to send to camp and a lot they gave away. Tomi says  
some thingseventually reached Neb mhere her brothers e naed up.  
Bekerley Nisei Registered at Lst Con^l and were sent to  
fcanforan horse stables In San Bruno and then to To paz Utah.
©om*s parents, her sister and husband ended .up in To paz. Dorot hy  
Thomas from UCB- a statistician and demographer, start ed a  
study at Tule Lake (No of Klanmath Falls) and asked  far Tom  
Shibutani, a promising sociologist, to help with this study.
This is how Tom and Tomi went to T~ule Lake from May* 4 2 to  
Apr *43 instead of being sent to Topaz. Rrank Midamo to from  
Seattle was also sent to Tule Lake by special permission to  
work of die study. Bob Billi^meier, a UC grad student who  
now teaches Soc at UCSB and is parti me on îduc Abroad jo ined  
as did the Jacobys, now at UOP, then at u of Pa in sociology •
The stucty- concerned rumors before the evacuation ana tne  
beginnings of the Tule Lake camp, the second camp set up aft er  
Manzanm* on F side of Sierra to which many in LA ar ea were sent  
Later if Ja anese would not sign a loyalty oath, they were  
sent to fule Lake, ffine of Tomi*s brothers from Stoc kton was  
sent to an Ark/Camp; another from Han lord to Jerom e Ark, camp.

SoiSBaSS1*6 2 in 2 in Ariz, 2 in Ark, 1 Utah,
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You nad to have a job oufesideof the evacuation area in order  
to get out of camp* Tom got a job in Chicago studying  
resettlement of Japanese there and so they lived th ere until  
he was drafted in 1944* They returend after the wary and Tan  
got his Phd and has become an eminent sociologist We  have his  
book "Improvised News", a sociological study of rumor • T om 
describes the study as beginning with records of rum ors among  
the b ewildered Japanese in ST Bay area who suddenly fou nd them�
selves suspected of being enemy agents, and goes on from there.  
I*ve $ust located it-(we,re having all kinds of pain ting and  
papering done and whole walls of bookshelves are emptied  and  
sbbred temporarily in cartons) Tomi arxi Tom were di vorced a  
few years agoy and Tomi has remarried but still livin g in SB

As far as Tomi can remember, there should be a lot of  
Material on the evacuation and relocation at ¡1C, Bancroft  
Library, possibly in a special place. Particularly should be  
all this 'l'ule Lake material. She said Barnhart has written  
2 books, and Dorothy Tnanas, Prof Tembroek, rloyd Matso n,  
and Morton Godzin 3 others.Trcm a sociological stand point,  
may not be too good books, Cut a lot of material.

Tomi also remembers the Quakers helped Nisei resettle,  
find places ana jobs. She also added that xule Lake rece ived  
N. from L. Oregon,,Wash, N. Sacramento, and all who wc uldnt  
sign loyalty oaths.

We have another interesting book which turned up in  the  
search far Tom1 s-"Wear it Proudly" by jedchi Tsudchidas  brother  
will—wh o received the combat Infantrymans badge alt ho ug ha medical  
aid man with tne 71st inf in .aurepe- those are letters ho me 
as it says u reveal the reelings of a Japanese American who is  
nomesick without a home and mho is fighting for his co untry  
without knowing wnat wartime relocation may do to h im or to his  
family^" Prof MacKenzie or UCB urged nim to have them printed.

One other things, Nomi said Nisei could drive to Denver  
just before evacuation and one her friends, Nole nigashi  did  
this and worked on a sugar beet farm, a fairly grim time of it.

About your other questions- any Nisei friends I had alss o 
had other Caucasian fid aids in B rkeley closer to hel p. The  
Natl Student YwCA asked me ta travel to colleges and univers i ty  
up and down tne ¿.ast Coast to tell about Japanese Ame ricans and  
the disagreement many people felt about tne wisdom of evacu ation  
not to mention the fairness. My supervisor in »«ash was very  
sympathetic^but none of us could easily be granted le ave- they  
wanted me to be gone 2 weeksand I ld only been working less than  
6 mos. so couldnt go. The mil ole stuient Christian movement was 
very interested in the problem and had had a national co nference*  
in Dec *42 the week after Xmas and just after Pearl Harbor,  
and everyone worried about what was going to happen . Interestingly  
enough Hawaii escaped this hysteria. I wish I could h ave gone and  
met with a lot of students from a lot of colleges far re moved 
from the West Coast, but all I can say is there was a lot of  
interest and concern at the age level of college stud ents and  
particularly in politically more "liberal" segments of the  
adult population idiom I ran up against. I also had some really  
frightening documents about location of Japanese fa rms and power  
plants, water supplies, etc in the big Vallyy and concl usion t hat
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a gigantic conspiracy existed to wreck up the West C oast- a lot  
af fairly paranoid sounding conclusions. Did you se e the  
photograph exhibit of Japanese Americans that was at t he De Young  
Muslim last year I think- I did on one trip north and it was 
a very saddening and moving exhibit of children and  tired old  
people waiting for an unknown fate, existing in God-fo rsaken  
tar paper camps, etc, I also hade that book but cant turn it up  
I did see Tomi and Tom during the war when they came through  
Wash DC and have kept in touch then and now mostly thr ough  
mutual YWCA friends (and YMCA)* I alsct wondered if  you saw  
the Si* Chronicle article about the Japanese family  who had  
taken care of the Japanese garden in Golden Gate Park an d 
made their home there and rim the tea house coming back for  
some special commemoration- the mldest family member now 
living came from Oregon where he had moved- a sad story ab out  
being thrown out of the park job where family had lived  and  
worked for years and years- whatever the honor was,  coming  
many years past any meaning sounded pretty holèow. It was one  
of the sad glimpses of the changes wrought by  the evac uation  
on many many fine loyal ¡Japanese American families .

Oh, Shiid$e, the typing is terrible* the in fomat ion i s 
disorganized, and worst of all its LATE. I could have don e so  
much better by phone if it werent so costly. I am so  sorxy we  
wont be able to come to the reunion and celebration because  
of the timing. We have Georges first nephew getting mar ried in  
Portland this weekend and in two weeks have to driv e up to  
Davis to collect Janie and all her years accumulation. I need  
to make a trip up but I just cant come the weekend of the 9 th  
much to my sorrow. I *11 be thinking of all of you and ho ping  
many many old friends get together. Do stop 1̂y if you are  ever  
on ycur way through Santa Barbara and have time to say ; hello,  
have a bite td> eat, etc. Judy and Jim can tell you how to find  
us.

j



Bomb« have not yet fallen on San Diego, but the war  

bee touched ua juat the same* It ie not only that h alf of San  

Pi ego work« for Consolidated Aircraft and the othe r half for the  

navy, or that a good many of the children who uee O ur library  

have father« who were on Wake or Bataan* On April 7 th, four  

month« to the day from Pe rl Harbor, our 2600 Japan ese residents  

were evacuated*

In fourteen yeere of children1 a library work in on e 

community, you make oloee friendehipe, and watch se ven-year-old  

boy« grow up to twenty-one and five-year-old girl« become nineteen,  

and you take an undeserved personal pride in their strength and  

youth and courage* December 7th was a blow to every one, but to the 	��

young Japanese-Amerioans "It wee as if the world fe ll about our ears**  

A Japanese missionary who had travelled to Tijuana an d Ensenada for  

years to conduct Sunday school classes was arrested  as she tried to  

cross the border on her way bone* Fishermen returni ng to port were  

arrested as they stepped ashore and told the news o f the attack on  

pearl Harbor* /n old man who had suffered a stroke the Friday  

before was refused a bed in a rest homef as an alie n, his bank  

account was frozen, and the rest home was afraid it  would not be paid"*  

Suddenly Japanese restaurants and stores were empty  of customers,  

vegetable markets were deserted, gardeners were tol d that their  

services were no longer needed, a fruit market was stormed and  

wrecked by hoodlums* ? .&*
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There were instances of friendship too« On Deoember  8th

at the Qrentwille School a Mexican girl named Julie tte Buelna

chose an assistant to help in the salute to the fla g • Ayako

Yarned©. She said later that she had done it on pur pose because

the war was not Ayako1 a fault« The Chinese ohildre n however broke

Out in a rash of buttons and printed signs which da ngled ostentaciously

from their shoulders reading» nZ am Chinese9«

The Japanese mothers spent the next few days after Pearl

Harbor in tears» replying to anyone who expressed s ympathy» "We

are so sorry» we are ag sorry1" They formed Red Cro ss classes

and contributed far more thafc they could afford to  the Red Cross

war chest» because that seemed the only way they co uld make amends

and ease a little their deep humiliation« Day after  day more and

more fathers were arrested by the F«B«1« and sent e ast within forty-

eight hours» so that there was hardly time for a hu rried shopping

expedition for warm sweaters and woolen socks again st the Montana

cold« (Arrests so far as Z have been able to discov er were

systematic and thorough» and included everyone who had knowledge

of the waterfront and coastline or who had made reg ular trips to

Japan or had been a masher of a Japanese society« A lthough they
| | ' .  

were swift» they were also just«) Meanwhile the you ng Japanese

Americans collected money for the destitute familie s*» acted as

Interpreters for the F«B«Z« and the immigratloqjf a uthorities» and

helped in the alAin registration» meanwhile assurin g their frightened

elders that this is /merles and not Germany» and th ey could expect

fair treatment« That some of their elders were not reassured or

comforted was shown in the suicides - after all the y had lived

throuah the Japanese Mxcluslon Act and ssw ahedd of them only

susplo/jilon» distrust» discrimination«

1 4 f % /:'-V ‘f  V'! t 2 ■ ' . ' **' ... ¿1, ■ ■ -iM* T ‘ V' 1 • - ‘
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The children continued to come to the library* come  of the

older girls more than ever because they «ere kept a t home evenings

for fear they might be humiliated or harmed on the streets at night,

snd they had nothing to do but read* Our library is  dose to the

Oriental district, and could be reached without pas sing through

daggerotû*territory* Little Jack Watanabe, always full of

merriment, no« became solemn, and some of the other  young children

came to the library only in groups as if there «ere  greater safety

in numbers* One woman who had two daughters, one in  college in

Berkeley, was sick vlth worry because she could not  get any word  
the one

from he»-*4fcer~4«ugh*er «ho worked for a Japanese bank in He« York
. snd write

City* The reason was understandablet the mother cou ld read/only

Japanese, so all letters between the two had been h eld up until

they could be read by an Interpreter snd shown to b e harmless«

Margaret Arakewa told us that she meant to stop col lege in February.

Her fother who had sold supplies to fishermen had h ad no business

since December, but she hoped that if she could get  a job, a younger

brother and sister could finish their senior year i n high school*
brother

Were there any jobs in the library? Yes, she though t her berfctew  

and sister might once have wished to go to college,  but it would  

do them no good now* ferhaps some day she could fin ish her college  

course*

As the implications of the war became dearer, a lar ge number  

of the members of the 4m Japanese American Citlsen' s League began  

to ssk for evacuation - by families, not Just evacu ation of aliens*  

(First generation Japanese are all aliens, second a nd third generation  

all citizens by right of birth*} Scouts were sent e ast to find good  

farm land, perhaps land where no one had worked har d enough to develop  

it or to transport water to it, but land where by h ard work they could



be self-supporting, (Colorado waa at first friendly , but soon  

announced it had absorbed all the Japanese it could , Utah  

remembering its *ormon days was sympathetic, even A risons seemed  

s possibility, but in Hevada every Japanese attempt ing to ovoes  

the state was clapped into jail, delayed on his que st, and finally  

released with stern warnings never to return«) The San Diego group  

had magnificent plans for a cooperative, absolutely  self-supporting,  

asking nothing of the government or as little as po ssible, asking  

only to be allowed to rent land* The young men sat up nights,  

talking and talking, arguing, dreaming, planning« T hen came the  

curfev law end the scouts rushed home so that they would not be  

separated from t heir f amilles and friends when th e law became  

effective« They had found no land« � r

A small number of Japanese were urged by college pref eaaore-  

to stand on their constitutional rights, to protest  being forced into  

concentration camps« General DeWitt's reply that "M acArtbur and his  

men were not standing on their constitutional right s", that the  

country9 s security depended on their cooperation, that this was the  

sacrifice America asked of them - to give up their liberty for the  

duration, this reply swept this group off their fee t, united them  

all behind the evacuation policy« They settled down  to wait, and  

to settle their affairs so that they would be ready « One boy told  

of selling his furniture for far less than it was w orth, saying  

gsyly, "I couldn’t sell it for a song end a dance, so I thought I  

might as well sell it for a song«" 'nother said, "I t wouldn't be so  

bad if Americans bought our things for a fraction o f their worth,  

if only they didn't act as if they were doing us su ch a favor'"

Even that was not said in a tone of complaint, but in cool commentary



on the way of human beings behave* Indeed I have no t discovered  

in sny • merican—born Japanese» and they are the on es I know» any  

tendency to blame anyone - not even the government officials who  

have given them wrong information or no information  at all» or the  

ones who advised thsm to keep their carrfe because they would be  

useful in evacuation* They recognise that the war l a big» and  

evacuation only one of the problems that confront t he government»  

and aome bungling inevitable* They believe in Ameri ca and they  

believe in democracy» and they Intend tp prove thei r loyalty to  

the doubters*

Fhaa Tsumagari came in to the library one day to offer  

me her dolls» because she knew I hag a doll collect ion* I remembered  

the year she had spent in Japan a long time ago, an d how thankfully  

she had returned to the ̂ nited States again, but ̂  knew too that her  

dolls were rare treasures, brought out annually for  the Doll Festival  

It wee a Joy to see her relief when I told her I di d not want her  

dolls but I would keep them for her until she oame beck or sent for  

them* Her boxes wers only the beginning of a collec tion of  

miscellaneous objects that I � storing for friends, including  

six f̂ ntail goldfish!

Ths last few days before evacuation the children ca me in

one by one to return their books and surrender thei r library cards*

Jack Watanabe said, "Well, I guess we*re moving pre tty soon**

"We’ll miss you* What will ws ever do without you?"  I asked*

"We’ve got totf*  he explained peitn patiently, "beoause there’s  
a
a war on, you know*" Katherine Tasakl put it almost  the same way,  

"We're moving - sll Japs, you know." To every one w e gave ajjpo �������

card alx*eudjr stamped, and said to we-them, "Write  to us* We’ll went  

to know where you are end how you are getting along * And we’ll send
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you some books to read**

*0 KB, they answererwith a brief brightsdng of sobe r little faces,  

or, *0h boy!* It it my review oopies that 1 seen to  send them, to  

tide them over until some kind of library service c an be established  

for them* ĥere are no children anywhere who love t o read so muoh  

and who will miss books so deeply if they are depri ved of them*

On Tuesday, April 7th, all the Japanese were ordere d 
C L tS  ' 3 6 T/*)

to be at the station.with such baggage as they coul d carry themselves*
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I went down to say goodbye and to distribute more p ostal cards to  

ohlldren I had missed st the library* The station w as packed, the  

platform overflowing* Many of the families had been  there since  

5too or earlier, but hhere was no confusion, not a baby cried, not  

a child whined, not a voice was lifted in anger or complaint* An  

American woman who had brought her two children dow n to see the crowd  

said to me, *They all look happy, as if they didn't  mind a bit**

That was true if you didn't look below the surface or, probe too deep*  

The Japanese do not dramatise emotion* But grief wa s there, not less  

genuine because it was hidden* It was home they wer e leaving, and  

while the young people in their boots and plaid shi rts and dungarees  

pretended that going to Mansansr was a great advent ure, it is not  

easy to surrender one's liberty* The soldiers,who s eemed to have  

been chosen for their height, towered above the cro wd and while their  

authority was courteous end considerate, it was the re Just the same*  

The general attitude was what is expressed in the J apanese word  

*Sayonara*, which rune Mndbergh says *of all the go odbyes I have  

heard is the most beautiful*** Ssyonara says neithe r too much nor too  

kittle* It is a simple acceptance of fact* Ml under standing of  

life lies in its limits* Ail emotion, smoldering, i s banked up  

behind lt*n Literally translated it means *Slnoe it  must be so*.
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My favorite story however is about five-year-old Sa ndra,  

whose father is in command of a bombing squadron so mewhere in the  

Pacific* When her father first left to "fight the J aps", Sandra  

was disturbed, because the only Japanese she knew w ere the gardener  

and his ohlldren* She was somewhat reassured to lea rn that these  

were not the ¿apjis her father was going to fight, and that he did  

not expeot to drop bombs on women and ohlldren anyw ay* When she  

learned that her playmates were to move away, she i nsisted on  

buying them presents, marbles end o doll, and was i nvited to have a  

farewell meal at their house* They brought her home  again just  

before they left for the train, in a ear piled high  with boxes and  

luggage, and drove away waving* Sandra sat on the c urb, incapable of  

waving back, weeping Inconsolably, and sobbing, "Th ey don't know  

the evil, and they're my friends*"


