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cCompositions written by students at the Poston; Arizona
War Relocation Center. ca. 1943s

Transferred from University Archives July 1968




November 10, 1947

To Whom it may concern:

Miss Edith Rosenberry taught at the Poston, Arizona War Reloeation
Center for the year 1943-1944, as I remember. She intended to make
some use of thece themes written by Jananese student- but died suddene~
ly in July, 1947. Perhaps the University Library would find thece
papers of some value to those vho are seeking firest hand imprescions
of the Relocation Center. I understand that all the themes were written
by students in Miss Rosenberry's classes during her stay in Poston.
One paper, hovever, is evidently = government document iecsued to give
the history and nurnose of the camn.

Very truly yours,

(i) w0t 4 Lnuse—
AY( A W@&fé——-
oWM WJ%
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Ken Togioka
Opportunities in Poston

There are many opportunities, here at Poston for young and old.
Since this is a time when we are at war and trying to preserve the
ways of decent living, opportunities are somewhat limited. To me
this is an opportunity to broaden one's knowledge and a time to de-
velop one's abilities to assure a successful future. Poston 1is a
rather ideal place to take ad¥antage of all the opportunities, be-
cause here time is plentiful. The three opportunities in Poston are:
(1) Agriculture (2) Education (3) Arts and Crafts)

Agriculture probably has the greatest effect on the Postonians,
chiefly because the greater number of us came from farms. Most of
the farmers did not go to an agriculture school; therefore, the Pos-
tonians farmer can learn modern or scientific farming from those who
have gone to agricultural schools. Scientific farming is not only
using modern machinery, but is studying the conditions of the soil.
Study of the soil is done to see what sort of plant is most suitable

. to this particular environment and what can be done to improve the
conditions.

Here in Poston, we have enough land to start producing food for
ourselves., Since we do not, as yet, have a canal it 1s impossible
to start growing food in abundance. Many of the Postonians have fine
vegetable gardens argound the barracks, which is a good way to exper-
iment and find out what grows best. The heat of the sun has somewhat
hindered the growth of some vegetables, because it forces the plant.
Lettuce is one of the vegetables that I have noticed in particular.
Before the head has formed, the flowers bloom.

I have also observed the types of soil in the three camps. At
Camp I the soil is red dirt with sand mixed, and here 1t 1is red and
black dirt mixed. Also here at Camp 3 there is sand about five feet
below the surface. If frult trees were planted, the sand might have
some effect on the tree as it grows.

Educational opportunities here in Poston: re not too encouraging,
because of the present conditions. We, Postonians, have to go to a
kindergarten, a grammar school, and a high school. We are handicapped
without textbooks; therefore, we students must go by what the teacher
says, and use the library as much as possible. Another educational
institution is the library. There are a few books to read in the 1li-
brary. I have read many books myself amd have enjoyed them all. As
Time goes by, we all will probably have a better library.

Another educational opportunity is afforded by joining some club.
There are scout clubs, both for girls and boys, a talent club, and
various other typed of clubs for young and old. Also another educa-
tional opportunity is provided by working in the various departments.
A few of the departments are, Press Bulletin, fire department, post
office, and carpenter shop.
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Arte and crafts provide many opportunities for those who like
art. Here at Poston, one can find unusual specimens to work with,
which we would not find back home. There are manyg unusual specimens
such as burnt tree limbs and stumps. For those who wish to learn to
crochet and knit there is a club, which is probably under the dir-
ection of one who w as in that business., Yesterday I saw many beau-
tiful artificial blossoms on a mesquite tree, which was made in camp
3¢ The tree, 1 think, was supposed to resemble a cherry tree. The
blossoms were made of pink crepe paper and attached to the ends of
the branches.

For those who wish to make rock gardens, material is plentiful.
Cactus and petrified wood are obtainsble in the mountains. Many of
the Postonians have artistic rock gardens already. The petrified
wood and cactus are two materiasls which we could not obtain back
home.

Yes, there truly are many opportunities in Poston 1f you seek
them out, and have the ability to recognize them,




Evacuation

S an Diego was my hometown until a wind blew in a paper
from the F, B, I. It was a seven day notice to prepare our-
selves for our removal to Manzanar, At this sudden "turn up",
mother was harassed and shocked, since we had so many things
to attend to in so short a time,

P irst of all, we had to buy suitcases. At the beginning,

rumors went around that only two suitcases and bedding of so

many pounds were allowed on the baggage car, and the next minute
you could hear other folks saying. "Take as much as you can
carry, for it is quite a walk from the depot to Manzanar]
"Anyway, we packed and repacked our suitcases from morning till
night and day after day. On the sixth of April, everything was
in proper order and the following morning our bedding was ready.

Incidently, some "Okies" begged for our furniture., Finally,
mother gave in and they bought everything from clothes pins to
machines., Although we didn't get as much as we expected, it was
a pretty fair bargain, and we were relieved to have the furniture
taken care of in a short time.

I was greatly discouraged when I had to give up my ice skates,
roller skates, and all the wonderful things I had received on
Christmas, but I did bring one thing and that is my tennis racket.
The second-hand store took magazines, books, and little odds and
ends. Mrs. Fox, a very good friend of my sister's, kept our

sewing machine and said that she would send it to us when we were




settled in a relocation center. This was very thoughtful of her.
We were very busy during that week: doing our last minute
shopping, having our small-pox injections, and signing off from
school.
On the seventh of April, we roamed around downtown and bid
farewell to our friends, We arrived at the station at three
o'clock and waited impatiently until six o'clock, Then we finally
got aboard the train, and it started in the middle of the night.
Since we didn't have anything to do on the train, we bought the

papers and found out that we were headed for Santa Anita instead of

Manzanar. This change was due to the bad conditions prevailing over

there. We thought this was just another rumor, but to our great
surprise we made a happy landing in the stables!

Although we had to live in the horse stables, we got used to
the smell, "slowly but surely", but the floor (gravel) was something
to sweep, and the broom wore down in noc time.

Every Monday morning we had to air our steel cots and mattres-
ses and had inspection. At first, it was bothersome and it was
unnecessary, but later we found it really was necessary, and orders
are ordersl

Each morning at six-thirty we grabbed our towels, toothbrushes
and pastes and make a "pell-mell" dash to tihe nearest latrine and
got ready for breakfast., There was usually quite a mcb; therefore,
everyone had to form in a single file. About two thousand people were

fed in a mess hall; so you can imagine---- that long single linel




The people were from various parts of California: San Pedro,

Lomita, Long Beach, Sen Franeisco, San Diego, San Jose, Downey,

Los Angeles, etc., with a total population of about ten thousand.

There was a curfew in Santa Anita. All tights had to be turned
off at ten o'clock at night, and everyone had to be in his or her
own barracks.

Our pastimes were crocheting, knetting, taking walks around the
tace track, and playing all kinds of sports.

At the end of August, we received another notice. This time
we were headed for our respective relocation centers at Poston; so
we got our things together again. Packing was much easier this time.

While I was on the train, I had that "lonely lost" feeling. It
Kept reminding me of those good ole days which were spent in the
stables. As we approached Parker, we felt the heat of the warm sun
which made us very uncomfortable.

After the train ride, we were hurriedly crammed onto buses.

Due to the hot weather, we were fatigued and fagged out., I felt like
an Oklahomian locked up in a dust bowl.

I was full of curiosity as to where the officials were taking
us. I couldn't possibly see anything but sage brush. We were all
downhearted, and we certainly took a "beating" that first day. You
can picture how disappointed we all were with the terrific heat and
dust that flew like nobody's business. We were all grey-headed and
really needed a good shower upon our arrival at Poston--- our future

home,
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Ken Togioka

Just Me

I came to be just one added speck of humanity on the twenty-eighth day
of March, nineteen hundred and twenty-five, on a rural farm in the district
of Dinuba, California, I was the sixth child of our family., Even though I
was born in the district of Dinuba, I do not recall going to that city very
often, It has a population of approximately five thousand, I went more fre-
quently to neighboring cities,. After living there for seventeen consecutive
years, I am not very familiar with the city.

The first thingg I can recollect doing was to get the mail each day.
Conscientiously, I used to wait for ite I guess I was about four or: five
years olde I can still remember the mailman's features, He was a small man
with dimples on his cheeks and was bald. Often, he game me a ride home when
I went to play at my friend's house, He was a kind gentleman, who quit his
work about eight years ago.

Then, too, I remember the standard oil gasoline man, who often gave
me a few pennies and sheets of used carbon paper which made me very happye

After eight or ten years of not delivering gas, I remembered him when
he came back just before evacuation,

Before I further:tell the portion of my life which I fecall, I will
tell about my childhood., My mother told me that just after I learned to

walk, I suddenlyy couldn't walk for a while., I guess, it was them that I

d
had am acute attack of infantile paralysis. Due to it, I am still cripple;

even after having an operation in February nineteen hundred and thirty-eight,
In someways I have been handicapped; my foot hurts occasionally, but not e-
nough to make me abandon what I am doing. I have participated in many diff-
erent sports during my life in California, I have had many mishaps while
playing games, and I am now compelled to withdraw from all athletics.

T can recall those days when I oceasionally received a spaking from my

father, because I would make my little brother and sister cry. Often, because
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I got spanked, I wouldn't eaty I crawled under the bed and slept. Oftem, I
would go some place with my father in the car, and when he didn't let me go,

I pleaded, I can remember the first big black and Wé;te hobstein cow, We

sold it, because it gave a too abundant quantié;:§;; éz.to dispose of profitably.
To me, it was the most generous cow we ever had, I loved to put my arm around
its big'tender neck when my mother milked, I can't remember how the milk

tasted, but it must have been very nourishing. I was too young to know then
that I wouldn't see the cow any more when I saw it being led down the roﬁd.

Then we bought a much more smaller cow, which practically grew up with me,

It would try to horn any small child; I never dared to go close to her,

I can picture the cats and dogs we used to have, Today, I know that
I was entirely too cruel to them, Whenever they didn't obey me, I would kick
and slap them, Even though I loved the dogs better them the cats, I was more
generous to the catse The cat and dog which I liked the best died of unknown
causes. The best dog was a little black and white terrier, and the cat an
orange and white tiger featured cat,

Yes, I can vividly picture those good and bad times I had in grammar
school, The only thing I can recall ek my first day of school wzs the little
Caucasian boy of German descent, who stood in a far corner of the room and
cried, He was afraid or lonely; maybe I cried myself, There is one incident
which occurred to me during the first grade., I received a spanking from the
teacher, because some boys accussed me of saying a bad slang word. Today,

I still say that I didn't curse)and I said it then too! During my second
year another thing happened to me. I had to stay after school and take off
four points from my deportment, because I didn't hop-skip and jump; how
could IZ Today, I know why I couldn't. It was because of my physical de-
fecte I lived about two and one-half miles from the libtle,red—brick country
school, I used to carry my lunch pail each day. Occasionally, I got a ride
on a bicycle by my Caucasianfriends, Fortunately, our school bought a bus

when I started in the second grade. f|I really enjoyed participating in all

the sportse If I try to remember which sports I liked the best; basketball,
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speedball, baseball and track, I liked them all equally well, I started to
participate in interschool competitionfrom the fourth grade; it was in track,
Something fatal happened to me while competing in a county tracirmeeti Some~-
thing which never happened to me before; I had broken my big toe while broad
jumping, I was immediately taken to the Tulare County Gemeral Hospital and
taken home by a Mr, Terry, then county supervisor of the schools., The follo-
wing year I went back to compete, but I did not place. During my sixth grade
I was unable to t ake part in track, because I had an operation on my defected
legs The following year I was much more fortunate., I not only placed first
in high jump, second in broadjump, but made a new county high jump record qf
five feet two inches, That year we boys of our school, Windsor, placed first
in the boy's division of the meet, We also won the district speedball champ-
ionshipe I also started to participate in basketball, baseball and basket-
ball, I will never forget that day of my commencement, I can probably name
all my fellow graduating classmates nowe I felt quite prowd sitting on the
stage and listening to many speeches,

My first day of high school brought new life and vigor to me. It
seemedgigégeaaézgain a different world; I liked it, There was just one thing
which I strdve§ for, that was to get a good education, and to plan my future
career the way I wanted ite I enjoyed the first year, for it was better tham
I had expected. I kept my love for sports, and went ou for tracke I tied for
fourth place both in the county and valley meets, Once again I was on a champ-
ionship teams Yeewon first dt the county track meet, My second year started

like the first year,expect I was more familiar with the school. I went to

« Ca7tn <
school day after day,s tudying harder than the first year; eawge that unexpectd

undreamed of thingg, war, I kept hoping that we wouldn't have to evacuate be-
fore school was out, Fortunately, we went until the Ik st day of school, but
a curfew was inporposed on use I achieved something; a good education and a
member of the scholarship society. When the notice was issued that we would

be evacuated, I thought that my educational career was over., To my ama,e-
ment we are holding regular classes; that I am attending classes can be read-

ily seen by this, my autobiographye.
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When I was but seven or eight years old, I liked th drive the team.
O0ften, when my oldest brother was cultivating the vineyard, he let me drive

the team, While I was driving, he would sneak under the green vines and run

ahead of the team, and waited till I came to where he hid, then he would jump

out and scare me, but the team stopped. I did the same thing. After I be-
came twelve, I helped harvest all the grapes during the summer vacation.

I was about eight when I learned to swim in the big irrigation ditch
which runs through our vineyards. I had a lot of fun catéhing the fish when
the ditch went dry. Many times I went to thé river to fish and swim. I was
afraid of the swift river, but I liked to fish. I can remember some of my
experiences, Once, I fell in from a log on which some of my friends and I
were fishing. Another fellow tried to go pass me and crowded me off, Another
time I caught a bass and was admiring it when it suddenly got away.

My first hobby was stamp collecting. I was then ten years when I received
some stamps from my brother. I am still collecting, but have not gone into it
extensively. Many of the stamps have interesting data on them.,

I learned to love and appreciate music when I was thirteen., It all began
when our school formed a band, back in nineteen hundred and thirty-nine. My
father bought me a éornet which I learned to play after many days of practicing.
After taking lessons for three years, I learned to play the cornet fairdy well.
The best types of music I like are waltzes, marches and symphonic music, The
only full orchestration I had had the opportunity of seeing was the Northern
California W, P, A. Symphony Orchestra which I enjoyed very much hearing. I
have heard many fine band and orchestras by the great invention, radio.

The day I left home, August third nineteen hundred and forty-two, may
someday be the turning point of my life. Never had I dreamed that someday
the whole population of Japanese ancestry on the Wbst €oast would be éonfined

in a2 camp. I've learned a lot while in Poston. I probably don't realize them
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now, but I think T will after I get out., I hope that someday soon this war _

torn world will be mended pennanen*lyjand we will all be living in security.

This is only a small portion of my life; more important events are probably

yet to come,




Sho Miyamoto

My Life's Story

It was on a hot summer day of June 29, 1926, near a little town called
Reedley in Cemtral California, that I was brought into this world full of won-
der and curiosity. Though but a faint memory, I can still recall those early
days on our little farm of vineyards and orchards where Mom and Dad, after
having come from distant Japan, worked so hard and earnestly trying to keep
the farm in good comdition and also to support me as well as my elder brother
and sister., These early days of excitement and the many experiences with my
brother and sister, I shall never forget. Most especially do I recall those
vigorous and greedy moments when I used to fight with my brother over such
little things as candy or ice-cream. In these cases, Mother would always have
to part us and make us share equally. Still more vividly do I recall those
days when I would bring jug fulls of water to Dad, who would usually be driving
the tractor in the field and greeting me with a dark, negro like face with so
much dust collected upon it.

My first school days after entering Windsor Grammar School, just a mile .
from home, were joyous moments, for never had I looked forward to such days.

This was mainly because of the fact that all my buddies had already started

school previously, while I was even too young to begin, and had to stay home

alone, Thus, these first school days meant lots to me and I started school
with the most whole-hearted interest. Though I found reading rather difficult,
this extreme eagerneds and interest in school kept me going. Apter having been
promoted to the second grade, I was indeed happy to have started off with a good
fresh beginning.

The second to the fourth grades were mostly stressed in the introduction of
mathematics and spelling, and I became especially fond of mathematics. Speed

tests in the fundamentals of arithmetic were my favorite exercises.
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During my fifth and eighth grades, my interests spread to a variety of
things., Participation in inter-school sports fascinated me, and baseball and
basketball became my favorite sports. With this developed the liking for hob-
bies, pastimes and such, and soon I was taking lessons in playing musical in-
strumenté. A school band was formed and I wasted no time in joining the group
as a trumpet player. I also found increased interest in wood working, and of=-
ten I used to build model airplanes. As for actual subjects in school, mathe-
maties still remained my favorite.,

I graduated from Windsor Grammar School on June 6, 1940, as one of a total
of eighteen students. It was a joyous moment with the commencement exercises
under way and everybody receiving their diplomas whiech signifies that their
grammar school days were over.

My summer vacations were spent mostly in hleping Dad on the farm. We were
always kept busy harvesting this and that; so we rarely found enough time to
take actual vacations or tours to other localities. Yet, many of my leisure
hours were enjoyed going down the river fishing and swimming. Fortunately,
the river was located just a quarter of a mile from home, and thus I often went
every afternoon. But when harvesting reached its busiest stage, I had no time
for doing this either. We had to stick to our grape-picking and peach picking
or whatever it was. Of all these, peach picking was my most detested job, for
it really made me itech all over the body with so much of the peach fuzz. Har-
vesting also came at the hottest time of the season and thus made the job worse.

Time went on and soon I found myself entering Reedley High School as a fresh-

man. I was amazed at all the different courses that this school offered. It was

a school having approximately ten times as many students as the previous greammar

school, and I was rather lost at the sight of so many other students. Here, I
also noted the different attitude I must take toward school, for I was now to
be more on my own. I had reached the point where I had to decide for myself

what stubjeects I should taeke as an elective that would lead to my life objeective,
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This, I discovered to be most puzzling and difficult to decide, The question
of what to become in the future was beyond me, for never had I faced so vital
a question that I must decide for myself. Should I foilow up the occupation of
my father as farmer and work on a ranch all the rest of my life? Should I plan
to enter college and prepare for some profession? These were questions that con-
stantly kept swarming through my mind, and I found myself lost in thought.

Nevertheless, I had entered high school carrying such electives as I most
cared for. For one of them, I took up algebra, for ever since grammar school,
mathematics had been my favorite subject. Then, I took up band which was very
interesting and provided a pastime well worth while. As for my definite life
objective, it was rather uncertain, but I had planned to continue mathematics
hoping that it might lead to some bright future in the engineering field.

My sophomore year was much the same with mathematics as an elective, This
time it was geometry. This I loved and I still hoped that it would lead to the
engineering field which by now I had definitely planned to enter. My other
course, band, was dropped after my folks insisted that it was a mere waste of
time. Other subjects were taken up with little consideration, for they were
requirements that had to be taken and no way out of it.

Next came the dreadful and heart-breaking news of the Pearl Harbor attack
by the Japanese and never had I, as well as all other Niseis, been Bo miserably
depressed. The fact that we were of Japanese blood, which could easily be no-
ticed, made it a more serious matter. S oon it became evident that all Japa=-
nese from the West Coast would be evacuated--that we would have to leave our
dear o0ld home andCalifornia behind was a dreadful and heart rendering thought.

Soon enough the order of evacuation came and we were transferred to Poston.

Relocation Center in hot Arizona. We so0ld whatdver property we had and left

our farms in the care.of a neighbor Caucasian, Reaching Poston, the sight of

the dull camp life and the countless number of barracks in the very midst of a
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hot, dry desert, instantly made me long for the wonderful environments of home,

How long we were to live in these barracks, neither I nor anyone else knew.
Today as I sit through this dull, everyday camp life, my only hope is that

this war will soon end, and that a pathway for a bright future after the war

be left for us.
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gardens which add a touch of beauty to the camp.

our d.ys are filled. We keep ourselves busy crocheting
beautiful bedspreads, doilies, and tablecloths, knitting, making
small souvenir pins, or making canes and vases from iron wood.
There is always something to do, which fills the day.
baseball or basketball season comes around, everyone

playing or watching the games between blocks and ot

There 1 ie kind of soclal gath o, and movies are shown
of eighteen blocks, six blocks in

each unit. ®Tach block has sixteen barrgcks. Fourteen of each
barracks are divided into four rooms while the other two barracks
are divided into eight little apartments for couples. 1In each
block there are a mess hall, two laterines, an ironing room and
a laundery room,

gchool opened on Qctober 5th for the students of Poston.
The days were hot walking to school. Every boy and girl had to
bring his or her own chair to school, for there were not many at
school. Many brought home-made chairs and some brought folding-
chairs. The school room was vacant. There weren't any black-
board, chairs, tables, textbooks, or any other school supplies.
with the cooperation of the students and gardeners, the school
surroundings are being beautified with trees, lawns, and flowers
planted around the barracks. ©Now there are books, chairs, tables,

and the equipment and supplies which make it easier both for

students and teachers. At present the school building is being
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built from adobe. The residents of Poston are cooperating to

make this possible. Everyone is hoping that the school will
be finished by next fall., At present we are using one of the
blocks as a school building.

Qur camp is like an ordinary small town. It has three can-
teens, one dry goods store, a nursery, a clinic, a fire depart-
ment, a police department and many other things which make up
a community.

Now that Poston has been eliminated from
people are rapidly moving out to various
Hundreds of people are going out of camp to work in

flelds and other places outside the military area where there is

a labor shortage. -Everyone looking forward to the day when

we will be able ming the Caucasions outside of camp., mntil

everyone is helping to build a better community
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