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S carcely  more than  a year ago, sag e , sand , and n esq u ite  
re ig n ed  s i l e n t  and alone where th e  fo u r th  3 a rg es t community in  
t h i s  S ta te  now stericts. One y ear ago you began to  a r r iv e  a t  
G ila  R iv e r R elo ca tio n  C enter in  th e  m idst o f  a s tran g e  and un­
happy ad v en tu re . Race was a l l  you had in  common. Elsewhere 
you were o f  a l l  c o n d itio n s  and walks o f l i f e  — a l ie n  and c i t i ­
zen , r i c h  and poor*, young and o ld , brave and a f r a id ,  s tro n g  
and weak, even good and bad .

R are ly  has a group been pu t to  s te rn e r  t e s t .  Your l i f e  
was hard  -  your fu tu re  bleak# You have been u n ju s t ly  c r i t i ­
c is e d  accused by your fe llo w  countrymen; your a n x ie t ie s
have been m an ifo ld .

You met t h i s  t e s t  in  many ways. Some o f  you became b i t ­
t e r  and angry; some shower ;d them selves w ith  s e l f - p i t y ;  some 
bred  h a tre d  in  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  But many o f you grew to  s ta tu r e  
th rough  . sd v e ra ty  ana le a rn ed  s a c r i f i c e ,  c h e e rfu ln e ss , th e  
b le ssed n ess  o f g iv in g  and a deeper courage and lo y a l ty .  These 
l a s t ,  I .am  s u r e ,  w i l l  le ad  «.»ur ra c e  in  t h i s  coun try  out o f  
th e  darkness o f d i s t r u s t  in to  the  l i g h t  o f  r e s p e c t  and ju s t  
esteem .

Today our p o p u la ti on i s  d e c lin in g  a s  many leav e  f o r  a new 
scen e , a f r e s h  s t a r t ,  a hopefu l fu tu re  on the  "o u ts id e?  May 
e l l  o f you, so long  a s  you a re  h e re , and those  to o  who re p re ­
sent- G2JL& a s  "a lu m n i,” so work and conduct y o u rse lves th a t  you 
rney bo proud o f  y o ir  ro co rd  and e a rn  th a t  sovereign  power 
wincli se lf-know ledge, s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  and s e l f - c o n t r o l  so su re ly  
b r in g .

And f in a l ly  I  commend to  you th e  deep and e te r n a l  s a t i s — 
fa c t io n  th a t  comes to  him who can t r u l y  say:

"In  the  f e l l  c lu tc h  o f  circum stance 
I  have no t winced nor c r ie d  a lo u d . 

Under th e  bludgeonings o f chance 
W  head i s  b loody bu t unbowed."

Project Director





The p lace  c a l le d  "R iv ers" , lo c a te d  on the  Gi!te R iver In ­
d ian  R ese rv a tio n  (home o f th e  Pima In d ia n s ) , l i e  s wi th in  th o  
Casa Grande V alley ' in  tho w e s t-c e n tra l  p a r t  o f P in a l County, 
A rizona . In  g e n e ra l, tho In d ian  re s e rv a tio n s  Which cover 
la rg e  a reas  in  Arizona in c lu d e  many thousand a c re s  of f e r t i l e  
fa m in g  land*

An unknown r a c e ,  which the  Pine Indians c a l le d  Ko-IIo-Eam,- 
must have l iv e d ' in  t h i s  v i c in i t y  edohg- tho G ila  and tho  S a l t  
R ivors during th e  e a r ly  devel'cpmGht o f t h e i r  t r i b e  some two 
thousand y ears  ago . P r e h is to r ic  d w ellings such a s t  ho Casa 
Grande Ruins n ear tho p resen t town o f  Coolidge and the e v i­
dence o f ex ten s iv e  i r r ig a t io n  canals along tho G ila R iver 
bear mute testim ony  o f an e a r ly  rind p ro g ressiv e  s e tt le m e n t.

The G ila River;, from wh ic  h vat or is  d i:ie r te  d -for I r r i g n -  
t i c n  o f  th e  R iver s'* farm la n d s ,  flew s th rough  th© ‘ v a l le y  which, 
surrounds R iv e rs . T h is  v a lle y  i s  or*circled by sh o rt mountain 
ranges such as th e  T h in , Sac a to n , and B u t te r f ly ,  w hile in  tho  
d is ta n ce  the S ie r r a  E s t r e l l a  and S a l t  R iver M ountains a rc  v is ­
i b l e ,  and peaks' such a s  Hayden, San C a r lo s , and l iv e  Milo 
stand  out as landmarks a g a in s t  the c lo u d le ss  Sky*

R iv e rs , o r in  o th e r  w ords.tho  -Gila R-ivor War R eloca tion  
P r o je c t ,  occupies- approxim ately  17,000 a c re s  and i a s  t r o  s e ­
p a ra te  camp s i t e s  known as Canal and B u tte . As th e  name im­
p l i e s ,  th e  "Ganal" camp is  lo c a te d  beside  tho  i r r ig a t io n  can a l 
w ith  th e  sm all Fox B utte  on th e 'w es t and th e  G ila  B u tte  f a r  to  
th e  n o r th .  The "B utte" camp, some fo u r  m iles away, s t r e tc h e s  
out a t  the fo o t o f  th e  s iz e a b le  Sacaton B u tte  w ith  i t s  sp ec ta ­
c u la r  g ia n t saguaro; Pima B utte  • i s  s e e n 'fa r - 'to  i t s - n o r th .

The o r ig in  and s ig n if ic a n c e  o f th o  name R iv e rs  were not 
known by the  p re sen t re s id e n ts  when they  came a y e a r ago* 
N e ith e r was th a t  name mentioned in  the o ff ic ia l memorandum, 
which "au th o rized  the  use c£ c e r ta in  t r i b a l  lands on th e -G ila  
R iver In d ian  R eservation- by the  War R elo ca tio n  W uthority” .  
The neme i s  th a t’ o f- th e  f i r s t  Pima Indian k i l l e d  in  action- 
during  World War T .-  In  honor of Jim R iv e rs , the  War R eloca­
t io n  A u th o r it ie s  gave h is  name to  t h i s  p r o je c t .



G reetings from Gila (HEB-LA) in  th e  d e s e r t  o f  so u th  cen­
t r a l  A rizona—the  Gaud w ith  th e  en d less  c e i l in g  c f  c le a r  b lue  
shy sad  p e rp e tu a l su n sh in e . The d e se r t i s  covered w ith  sage­
brush  and c reo so te  bushes w hile the  sparse  v e g e ta tio n  on th e  
b u tte s  inc ludes g ian t c a c ti, saguaro , and a ground v a r ie ty  o f  
th e  t f o l l c .  To th e  e a s t ,  sa u th , and w est, th e  d e se r t s t r e tc h ­
es or " in  t h i s  v a l le y  of su n sh in e .5 The. c i ty  o f Phoenix i s  lo ­
c a ted  about 40: m ile s  to  th e  n o rth  and Tucson about 6.0 m iles  to  
th e  south* The e le v a tio n  i s  approxim ately  1,500 fe e t^  and th e  
tem peratu re  ranges from 20° to  60° in  w in te r  and 80 to  117

T his  g re a t v a l le y , where th e  Pima In d ian s  have culm.vs[ted 
sm all f i e ld s  of w heat, c o rn , pumpkins, m elons, and o th e r crops 
f o r  g e n e ra tio n s , now i s  a s tran g e  -c ity  o f  alm ost 14,000 eva­
cuees whose form er homes were in  th e  W estern Defense A rea, 
The c o n s tru c tio n  of t h i s  evacuee c i t y  was s t a r t e d  by th e  army 
on A p ril 16, 1942. The i n i t i a l  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  th e  camp began 
a t  Canal,, o r No. 1 camp, w hile th e  B u tte , or No. 2 camp about 
4 m iles  n o rth w est, was s t i l l  in  th e  p ro cess  o f  be ing  graded • 
The in te n s e  h ea t o f  th e  summer w eath er, d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  th e  
t r a n s p o r ta t io n  o f  m a te r ia ls ,  and a shortage  oi w a ter <»am>ed 
co n sid e rab le  h indrance and delay  in  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  th e  
many b a rra ck s  needed to  provide housing f o r  so  many p eo p le . 
C o n stru c tio n  was prolonged but f i n a l l y  th e  Canal camp neared  
com pletion and th e  t ra n s p la n t in g  o f  people o f  Japanese descen t 
from d if f e r e n t  assem bly c e n te rs  began.

On J u ly  20, 1942, e x a c tly  one y ear ago , the  advance con­
tin g e n t  o f  520 evacuees a r r iv e d  from th e  T urlock  Assembly Cen­
t e r .  T h is  was a v o lu n te e r group which a id e d  in  p re p a ra tio n s  
fo r  th e  l a t e r  co n tin g en ts  o f  about 500 each which poured in  a t  
two .or th r e e —day. in te r v a l s .  , hoanvu ils  B u tte  camp, th e  l a r g e r  
o f the  two com m unities, was g e t t in g  w e ll underw ay.. A fte r  a 
sh o rt pause during  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  A ugust, f u r th e r  immigra­
t io n  began and proceeded on schedule u n t i l  i in a l l j r  a t  tn e  end 
o f O ctober, 1942, th e  G ila  R iv er RelCcaH on .Center had absorb­
ed th e  whole p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  assem bly c en te rs  a t  T urlock  and 
T u la re , . lu s  sev e ra l co n tin g en ts  from S anta  A nita  and some



fa m ilie s  fi*om m i l i t a r y  erea No* 2*
The' grosd ' acreage of the  Gila R iv er War R eloca tion  C enter 

i s  16,467 acres*  The a c tu a l a re a s  cxf each community, No* 1 
camp s i t e  and No* 2 camp s i t e ,  a re  209*50 a c res  and 789*25 
ac res  r e s p e c tiv e ly —a t o t a l  o f  ‘993*75 acres*  In to  t h i s  l e s s — 
th a n —'two—square—mile c i t y  come alm ost 14,000 people *

In  many Trays R iv ers  was comparable to  th e  .average normal 
c i t y .  But t o  re  w e r e ‘d iffe ren c es*  Many c f  these people p re ­
v io u s ly  l iv e d  in  communities where th e  m a jo rity  o f t h e i r  
neighbors end f r ie n d s  wore cf th e  c ro ss  s e c tio n  o f th e  Ameri­
can pub lic  *_ To them, i t  seemed s tran g e  to l iv e  in  a s t r i c t l y  
Japanese community*.; In  f a c t ,  some o f  them do: no t speak Jap a­
n e se . Other* d if fe re n c e s  i ro n  the  o v erag e , normal ©onsranltios 
were the  overcrowded l iv in g  c o n d itio n s , - lack  of p r iv a c y ,in ­
s e c u r i ty  end d is i l lu s io n *  • W ithin th em sflv e s  w ere th e  f e e l ­
ings aneL a t t i tu d e s  ro s u l ta n t  from fo r  cod changes i n  t h e i r  own 
l iv e  s—u n r e s t , he a r ta  chds,  c n a •a n x ie tie s»

But days have come and gene. At l a s t  a whole* year has 
passed*. Many p h y s ica l a sp e c ts  of th e  c i t y  which could  net bo 
changed have been rem arkably a l t e r e d  by -the p a in s tak in g  care  
o f  gay flow ers and r e s t f u l  green law ns. C hildren  arc  h ap p ily  
busy in  t h e i r  d a ily  c la s s e s .  Many young people are se rv in g  
the  needs o f t h e i r  conMunity in  h o s p i ta ls , t r a n s p o r ta t io n  work, 
sch o o ls , and of i i c e s .  O ther re s id e n ts  a re  cooking or se rv in g  
m eals, o rg an iz in g  re c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  conducting c la s s e s ,  
or perform ing c iv ic  d u tie s*  Most o i th e  m others, as m others 
always do, a r e  a t te n d in g  to  the household d u t ie s ,  w hile tho 
f a th e r s  end many o th e rs  are  b u s ily  working in  th e  f e r t i l e  
f i e ld s  t c  produce oh adequate  food supply* There arc now 
c lu b s r s e r io u s  s tu d y  g roups, m ovies, t a le n t  shew s, b a l l  games, 
and o th e r s n o r ts ,  can teens, beauty p a rlo rs^  b a rb e r  snops, dry  
goods and 'shoe  ■ s to r e s ,  f i r e  s ta t io n s ,-  community c o u n c ils , 
b lock  m anagers, in te r n a l  s e c u r i ty  fo rc e s , k in d e rg a r te n s , hos­
p i t a l s  , churches and a c c re d ite d  schools*  Tneso a re  tho  ta n g i ­
b le  evidence a of purpose and e f f o r t —one j  ear * 3 accompli shment 
to  vh ich. r e s id e n ts  can p o in t w ith  p rid e*



The Turlock  Assembly C enter p rovided  th e  f i r s t  con tingen t 
o f evacuees to  come to  th e  G ila  R iver R e lo ca tio n  Center* Ad­
vance workers t o t a l in g  520 a r r iv e d  on Ju ly  20, 1942, and p ro ­
ceeded in  the- h i i s  ta r in g  heat of midusniiB r  to  s e t  up n ess  
h a l ls  and o t t e r  f a c i l i t i e s  and t o  a s s i s t  in  the w arohousing lef 
food x d  o th e r  su p p lie s*  ,

-A rrivals were as fo llo w s:
Data

August

Angus'!

From, Number
3 , 1942 S anger, C a lifo rn ia 468 people
4 , 1942 S anger, C a lifo rn ia 497 people
5 , 1942 Sanger, C a lifo rn ia 487 people
6 , 1942 S anger, C a lifo rn ia 480 people
7 , 1942 S anger, C a lifo rn ia 502 people
11 , 1942 JSangor, C a l ife rn ia 484 people
12 , 1942 \  Turlock  n sso ab ly  C enter 50S people
13 , 1942 > ^Turlock Ar se n tiy  C enter 502 .people
14 , 1942 . T urlock Assembly C enter 502 people
21 , 1942 T u lare  Assembly p o u ter 506 people
22, 1942 T ulare  Assembly Center 529 people
26, 1942 T u lare  Assembly C enter 514 people
27, 1942 T u lare  Assembly C enter 485 people
31, 1942 T ulare  Assembly C enter 519 people

September 1 , 1942 
Septem ber 2 , 1942 
September 3 , 1942 
September 4 , 1942 
September 5 , 1942 
October 18 , 1942 
October 19 , 1942 
October 27, 1942

T u lare  Assembly C enter 501 people
T u lare  Assembly C enter 501 people
T u lare  Assembly C enter > 521 people
T u lare  Assembly. C enter 447 people
T u lare  Assembly C enter 400 people
Santa A nita  Assembly C enter 533 people 
Santa  A nita  Assembly C antor 514 people

224 peopleSanta  A nita Assembly Center
These c o n s t i tu te d  the  m ajor groups in  G ila R iver R eloca­

t io n  Center* Small t r a n s f e r s  from o th e r c e n te rs  follow ed from 
tim e to  tim e u n t i l  the t o t a l  peak po p u la tio n  o f both  coiomuni— 
t i e s  to ta le d  13,321 on February 7 , 1943*

A lto g e th e r , 1 ,114  persons have l e f t  the  c e n te r ,  250 on 
seasonal and 864 on in d e f in i te  leave*  Of th e se  le a v in g  ‘ inde­
f i n i t e l y ,  69 v o lu n tee red  fo r th e  army., 97 went f o r  ed u ca tio n , 
and 693 on g e n e ra l leave*



Tho f i r s t  groups th a t  a r r iv e d  in  G ila wore inconvenienced 
by la c k  o f  w a te r , diower, and laund ry  f a c i l i t i e s *  Center 
p ip es  and th e  sower system  were no t com pleted, p ipe l in e  d i t -  
ches about s ix  f e e t  deep were s t i l l  open between b a rra ck s , no 
hot w ater was a v a i la b le ,  and lau n d ry  tu b s  were not in s ta l l e d .  
D rinking w ater was provided in  new garbage cans a t  v a rio u s  lo ­
c a t io n s .

New a r r iv a l s  fo rced  r é s id a i t s  to  share  up w ith  o th e r f a ­
m ilie s  in  a lre ad y  crowded b a rra c k s . Block manager*s o f f ic e s ,  
laundry  and iro n in g  rooms, and re c re a t io n  h a l l s  were used fo r  
l iv in g  q u a r te r s .

The re s id en ce  barrack  i s  a s t ru c tu re  20 f e e t  by 100 f e e t ,  
w ith  a double ro o f and shoot rock  w a lls .  Each barrack  i s  d i ­
v ided  in to  ib u r re c ta n g u la r  u n i t s , th re e  rooms 20 by 24 fe e t  
each and one la r g e  u n i t  20 by 28 f e e t .

S ince th e re  a re  no c e i l in g s  o r  in n e r  w a l ls ,  th e  wooden 
framework and beams a re  exposed. R esiden ts  co n v en ien tly  mea­
sure  rooms by coun ting  th e se  c e i l in g  beams sin ce  th e  beams are  
e x a c tly  fo u r  fe o t  a p a r t .

On August 21, 1942, B utte  camp was opened, and on Novem­
b er 1 , space a l lo c a t io n  was c a r r ie d  out s y s te m a tic a lly ,

Earailies o f two were g iven  a space covered by 3 beams Qp 
12 f e e t ;  fa m ilie s  o f  th r e e ,  4 beams; and fa m ilie s  o f  fo u r o r 
f iv e ,  5 beams. Those w ith  s ix  members re c e iv e d  7 beams, and 
la r g e r  groups got two room s. When s p e c ia l  m edical o r w e lfa re  
cases were invo lved , a sep a ra te  u n it  o f  2 beams was c re a te d  
fo r  each in d iv id u a l .  Two hundred sev e n ty -f iv e  new p a r t i t io n s  
were in s ta l le d  and 44 p a r t i t io n s  moved to  accommodate th e  fam­
i l i e s .

O il s to v es  were in s ta l l e d  in  December, and lin o leu m  was 
l a i d  on th e  rough f lo o r s  beginning  the  f i r s t  o f  March. With 
25 w orkers, 32 a c re s  o f  lino leum  were la id  w ith in  th ree  months.

There i s  th e  continuous need f o r  the  Housing Departm ent. 
M arriages, b i r t h s ,  and death s re q u ire  continuous a d ju stm en ts . 
With re lo c a tio n  p ro g ress in g  as  a m ajor program, many and mare 
s a t i s f a c to r y  ad justm en ts a re  be in g  made as ra p id ly  a s  p o ss i­
b le .



From -the moment th ey  a r r iv e d  in  H ire rs  on Ju ly  20, 1942, 
evacuees lo l l e d  up th e i r  s le e v e s  and s e t  to  work on jobs nec­
e ssa ry  f o r  camp upkeep«

, >^ss h a l ls  had to  o p e ra te  im m ediately; t r a n s p o r ta t io n  ana 
supply d iv is io n  had to  m ain ta in  and d i s t r ib u te  supplies; the 
fa re  departm ent, in te r n a l  s e c u r i ty ,  and farms were staffed  at 
once with a reasonab le  number o f  workers. Other d iv i s io n s  
woro also pio t^rt in  o u tl in in g  t h e i r  program s, and the d e s ire  
for work was in  n e a rly  a l l  cases met by e Employment needs.

Evacuees "p itc h ed  in " ‘ w holehearted ly  to  g e t e s s e n t ia l  
work done in  an u n fin ish e d  community. T h e irs  were d i f f i c u l t  
tSSks o f  p re p a ra t i  on fo r  new in d u c te e s , camp m aintenance, and 
food p ro d u c tio n  fo r  lo c a l  consum ption. They worked under a 
wage sc a le  o f #19 a month fo r  p ro fe s s io n a ls ,  #16 fo r  s k i l l e d ,  
and #12 fo r  u n s k il le d  w orkers. The. sane wage s c a le  i s  s t i l l  
m ain ta ined  excep t th a t  no one i s  now c la ssed  es  u n sk ille d  * 
le a v in g  #16 and #19 as  th e  monthly pay . The g re a te s t  rew ard 
fo x  evacuee w orkers came in  th e  s a t i s f a c t io n  of ex p erien c in g , 
accom plish ing , »and c o n tr ib u tin g  to ,.th e  community w elfare*

On • September 5 , th e  g re a te r  p a rt' o f  o u r p re sen t popula -  
t i  ori. Was se ttL o d  and there , were 3154 on tu e  employment r o l l s .  
T h is number in c ro ased  to  6148 a t  the  c lo se  o f  th e  year and th e  
a l l  fimo h ig h  was reached  on A p r il  24 when 6847 were employed* 
At tho  ®,d o f June t h i s  number was decreased  to  approxim ately  
6000 which i s  in  p a r t  due to  th e  f a c t  th a t  camouflage manufac­
tu re  was d isco n tin u ed  on May 24 a f t e r  having been in  o p e ra tio n  
s in ce  l a s t  B ovaiber w ith  eiigsloyees a t  tim es numbering alm ost 
600 w orkers .

An average o f 900 workers have been employed on cur farms. 
The m a jo rity  o f w orkers th e re  a re  i s s e i  and t h i s  o p e ra tio n  has 
•fo rtu n a te ly  o ffe re d  work to  many o ld e r women who p re fe r  t h i s  
typo of work*
' * Our c e n te r  has never undergone any la b o r u n re s t a id  t h i s  
fa c t  can be a t t r ib u te d  to  a genuine do s i r e  on the  p a r t  oi* th o  
evacuóos to  t r y  to  work out d i f f i c u l t i e s  am icably and fo r  th e  
b est in te r o s t  o f  th e  community.



A ll n a t t e r s  p e r ta in in g  to  su b s is ten ce  su p p lie s  a re  han d l­
ed "by the D iv ision  o f Mess and Supply* In  a l l  th e re  a re  56 
k itc h e n s  and n e ss  h a l l s  in  o p e ra tio n , se rv in g  ire&ls to  appro- 
2& ira te ly  15,000 p eo p le . These inc lude  h o sp ita l-m ess  h a l l s  , a 
s p e c ia l  hot lunch k itch en  fo r  school c h ild re n , form ula k i t ­
chens fo r  b ab ies  on form ula, s p e c ia l  d ie t  k itc h e n s , and S ad­
m in is tr a t iv e  n ess  h a l l s  as w ell as evacuee ness  h a l l s  *

The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the  D iv ision  a rc  d iv ided  in to  th re e  
u n i t s .  The f i r s t  i s  th e  o f f ic e  u n i t  which in c lu d es  th  e p ro ­
p e r ty , co st acco u n t, r a t i  on'ing, tim ekeep ing , in v e n to ry , and ~ 
stenograph ic  s e c t io n s . T a l ly - in s ,  re c e iv in g  r e p o r ts ,  s tag es  
re c o rd s , tim e c a rd s , food c o s ts ,  ra t io n in g  and correspondence 
a re  handled by t h i s  u n i t .

The second u n i t  i s  th e  warehouse u n i t  which h a rd ie s  a l l  . 
s to rehouses and cold  s to rage  p la n ts*  I t  i s  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  
keeping s to rehouse  in v e n to r ie s  and -reco rd s  ana is su in g  and 
tra n s p o r tin g  su b s is ten ce  to  a l l  k itc h e n s  and mess h a l ls *

The th i r d  i s  th e  mess h a l l  u n it  .which i s  re sp o n sib le  fo r  
th e  smooth o p era tio n  o f a l l  mess h a lls *  T h is  u n i t  i s  respon ­
s ib le  fo r  p re p a rin g  and se rv in g  m eals to  the  Center . popula­
tio n *  A m aster menu i s  made up in  advance fo r  a l l  evacuee 
mess h a l l s  and su b sis ten ce  su p p lie s  a re  d e liv e re d  accord ing  to
t h i s  menu*. T h is  method in su re s  r ig id  c o n tro l, o f food su p p lie s  
and adherence to  the  naH onal ra t io n in g  program . T his u n i t  
a lso  in c lu d es  a S erv ice  S ec tio n  which handles the  u n i t ' s  lau n ­
dry and makes ap ro n s , cook’ s caps, d isfctow els, e t c .

The combined o p e ra tio n s  Of th e  th re e  u n i t s  a re  coord ina­
te d  in to  a a n g le  p a t te rn  w ith  in te r - lo c k in g  c o n tro ls  so th a t  
the  whole i s  a s in g le ,  w ell -  or i  gani-ze d working u n i t .



T a  ENTERPRISES
July 23, 1942, ju st three days a fter  the a rr iv a l o f  the 

f i r s t  group o f  evacuees, the Gila River Community E nterprises  
opened i t s  f i r s t  store  w ith  the very incomplete stock i t  had 
to  o f f e r .  This store in  Ganal Coirmsunity was the ibrerunner o f  
a, consumers* cooperative organization  th at was t o  serve in  ex­
cess o f  13,000 res id en ts  in  the two: communitios o f  Canal and 
B u tte•

In those ea r ly  days,the urgent and most d i f f i c u l t  problem 
was to  lo ca te  and purchase ava ila b le  merchandise on cred it  
when the organization had no money, l i t t l e  or no net a s se ts ,  
and no guarantors (s in ce  th e  WRA at no time has.guaranteed any 
o f  the e n te r p r ise ’ s accounts nor provided any cash w ith  which 
to  purchase merchandise) •

A fter some sources o f  c re d it  were e s ta b lish e d , the pro­
blem became one o f  keeping c u rre n t stocks adequate to  supply 
the demand and need*

C redit was obtained by honestly , explain ing to  prospective  
vendors the nature asd extent o f  the problem and by promising 
cred ito rs  that s a le s  would be for cash only and at a mark-up 
th at would assure the gradual b u ild in g  up o f a cash operating  
reserve whi ch s te a d ily  would reduce the need for exten sive and 
unsecured c r e d it . Too much appreciation cannot bo expressed  
to  tb sse  early  cred ito rs  who made merchandise av a ila b le  ibr 
r e s a le .

Erom the modest beginning on th at 23rd day o f J u ly , 1942, 
the en terp r ises  expanded most ra p id ly . That day a l i t t l e  mer­
chandise and a half, dozen employees r a tt le d  around in  store  
No. 1 in  Canal Community. Within s ix  weeks o f th e  opening 
d ate , sa le s  readied $600 a day, and w ith in  six months a s in g le  
day’ s sa le s  exceeded $6 ,000 . The s to r es  had expanded from one 
to  seven, and a p a r t ia l ly  f i l l e d  storage room in  the rear o f  a 
store  had expanded to  four w e l l - f i l l e d  warehouses supplying  
most o f the personal re<jiirements of the r e s id e n ts .

Erom i t s  in cep tion  to  the present s ta tu s  o f  organization , 
(in  which over three hundred employees operate three general 
s to r e s , two dry goods s to r e s , two shoe s ta r es , two barter 
shops, two beauty  shops, and a m iscellaneous r e p a ir  shop, t o -



ENTERPRISES
g a th er w ith  th e  panera i o f f ic e s ,  w arehouses,■ e t c • ,  p e r t in e n t  
th e re to ) th e  personnel d iv is io n  has func tioned  sm oothly and 
w ith , a rem arkably sm all tu rn o v e r . Almost from th e  beg inn ing  
evacuees have, had f u l l  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  managG .and opera to  
th e  e n te rp r is e s  su b jec t only to  WRA. in s t r u c t io n s ,  r e g u la t io n s , 
o p e ra tin g  agreem ents, and su p e rv is io n .

The e a r ly  development o f th e  e n te r p r is e s  was d ire c te d  by 
an . Advisory Board c o n s is tin g  o f  th e  g en e ra l manager and the  
managers o f th e  sev e ra l e n te r p r i s e s .  In  -November 1943, th e  
tem porary Community Council» appoin ted  committees to  in v e s t i ­
ga te  th e  e x is t in g  e n te r p r is e s  and to  make recommendations to  
th e  re s id e n ts  as to  th e  type o f  o rg a n iz a tio n  b e st adapted to  
th e  hand ling  o f such r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  in  a community o f t h i s  
type# The osatgrowth o f ifccsv committees was an ed u ca tio n a l 
committee which in s tru c te d  TaLech lo a d e rs  a s  to  t h e i r  f in d in g s , 
N ext, sane 7,000 e l ig ib le  persons in d ic a te d  t h e i r  wish to  have 
a consumers* cooperative  p ro p e rly  organized and to  tak e  over 
th e  tem porary e n te r p r i s e s ,  as had been recommended by WRA and 
approved by the  in v e s t ig a t in g  com m ittee. Block d e le g a te s , 
e le c te d  by the  su b sc r ib e rs , e le c te d  in c o rp o ra to rs  and d ire c ­
to r s  who in  tu rn  adopted 'A rtic le s  o f  In c o rp o ra tio n  and By Laws 
which conform t  o th e  model co o p era tiv e  s ta tu te s  o f  th e  Dis­
t r i c t  of Columbia, And in  A p r i l ,  c e r t i f i e d  copies were f i l e d  
in  A rizona, and a l ic e n s e  to  do b u sin ess  in  th e  S ta te  was re -, 
ce iv ed .

The management o f Community E n te rp r ise s  th u s  passed to  
the  du ly  e le c te d  Board o f D ire c to rs , and the  p a tro n s  of th i s  
consumers* coopera tive  becaitie e l ig ib le  fo r  s u b s ta n t ia l  sav­
in g s , in  excess of re q u ire d  re se rv e s  v/hich had accummulated 
during  the  l i f e  o f th e  e n te r p r i s e s ,  . '



The a d m in is tra tio n  o f  th e  G ila  R iv er P ro je c t was f i r s t  
c a r r ie d  ou t from o f f ic e s  in  Canal u n t i l  new b u ild in g s  were com­
p le te d  in  th e  B u tte  camp. A d m in is tra tio n  now fu n c tio n s  from 
B u tte  in  two main b u ild in g s  and th re e  b a rra c k -s iz e d  s t r u c tu r e s  
on th e  n o r th  end of th e  cen te r*  C anal’ s a d m in is tra tio n  o f f ic e s  
a re  housed in  one la rg e  b u ild in g  in  Block 5*

The re la tio n sh ip  o f  the  v a rio u s  d iv is io n s , s e c tio n s  and 
u n i t s ,  i s  shown by comparison o f th e  numbers below w ith  those 
on th e  opposite  page*
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GOVERNMENT
Temporary Community Government, in  th e  form  o f  an e le c te d  

c o u n c il, was o rgan ized  September 28, 1942, in  Canal and Octo­
ber 21, 1942, in  B u tte .  I t s  purpose v?as to  p rov ide re s id e n t 
r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  and, through, i t s  e le c te d  members and i t s  es­
ta b lis h e d  committees and commissions, to  cooperate  w ith  th e  
P ro je c t D ire c to r in  prom oting tho  g en era l w elfa re  cf the  r e s i ­
d e n ts . -

At f i r s t ,  a d a in i s t r a t iv e  in s tru c t io n s  l im ite d  th e  e l i g i ­
b i l i t y  fo r  membership to  c i t i z e n s .  I s s o i  couM serve on ly  in  
an ad v iso ry  capac ity*  But on A p ril 19 , 1945, WRA in s tru c t io n s  
s ta to d  th a t  nbo th  c i t iz e n s  and a l ie n s  s h a l l  bo e l i g ib l e  to  
ho ld  o la  c tiv e  o f f i c e . ”

! A ten-m an coramission composed o f i s s o i  and n i s e i  d ra f te d  
a C o n s titu tio n  and made p la n s  fo r  a permanent form of govern­
m ent. On Juno 14 , 1943, th e  proposed co n stitu te  on was submit­
te d  to  th e  P ro je c t A tto rney  and D ire c to r who in  tu r n  forwarded 
i t  to  th e  o f f ic e  in  Washington fo r  f i n a l  a p p ro v a l. A fte r ap­
p ro v a l th e  community w i l l  be g iven  an o p p o rtu n ity  to vote as 
to  th e  acceptance o f  th e  proposed form o f  government. Upon 
such approval 1he permanent government w i l l  be e s ta b lis h e d .

Under th e  p re sen t tem porary community government each 
b lock  has one e le c te d  councseLma-n to  re p re se n t i t  in  the  Commu­
n i t y  C ouncil and an appo in ted  Block Manager and h is  a s s i s ta n t  
to  look  a f t e r  th e  block w e lfa re  and d e liv e r , m ail to each a p a r t -  
M t *  The councilmen work w ithou t pay , t h e i r  se rv ic e s  being  
c iv ic  c o n tr ib u tio n s . Block managers and a s s is ta n t s  rece iv e  
re g u la r  camp wages.

To take  care  o f  any problem  th a t  might a r i s e  from  in d iv i ­
d u a ls , each b lock  has a Block Council o f 16 men, composed o f  
th e  Block Manager, Mess S u p e rv iso r, and one re p re se n ta tiv e  
from each of 14 b a r ra c k s . D ecia  ons made in  th i s  Block Coun­
c i l  a re  taken  by th e  Block Manager to  th e  c e n tr a l  b lock  mana­
gers  m eeting , vh ieh  i s  h e ld  every  week. D ecisions from t h i s  
m eeting go to  th e  Community C ouncil and th e n  to  th e  P ro je c t 
D ire c to r»





• .  CROPS
The f i r s t  plow o p e ra ted  by an evacuee on the  G ila  R iver 

P ro je c t tu rn ed  under a l f a l f a  and e a r th  in  the e a r ly  p a r t  o f  
A ugust, 1942, to  p repare  fo r  the  growing o f v e g e ta b le s . The 
f i r s t  p lo t  o f a l f a l f a  la n d  prepared  fo r p la n tin g  of v eg e tab le s  
c o n s is te d  o f 236 a c re s  and by th e  end of the f i r s t  season some 
700 a c re s  o f tho 6977 a c res  p lan ted  to  a l f a l f a  was converted  
in to  lu sh  vegetab le  f i e l d s .  At p re sen t 1,289 a c re s  o f lan d  
fo rm erly  p la n te d  to  a l f a l f a  have been c u l t iv a te d  fo r  v eg e tab le  
grow ing•

The c h ie f  crops grown in  th e  f a l l  and w in te r  o f  1948-1943 
were l e t t u c e ,  daikon ( ic ic le  r a d i s h ) ,  tu rn ip s ,  ta b le  b e e ts , 
c a r r o ts ,  sp in ach , cabbage, c a u lif lo w e r , b ro c c o li ,  green and 
dry  onion, squash, cucumber, and Chinese cabbage. These vege­
ta b le s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  th e  ro o t c ro p s , grew w e ll .  F o r ty - th re e  
ac res  o f  e x c e p tio n a lly  good s iz e  and q u a l i ty  d a ik o n , a p ie k le -  
food loved by Japanese peo p le , were h a rv e s te d . This was the  
la r g e s t  s in g le  p lo t o f t h i s  d e lec ta b le  food ev er grown in  th i s  
co u n try . One s ix  ac re  f i e ld  o f  tu rn ip s  y ie ld ed  17J- to n s  o f  
to p p e d ,f i r s t  q u a l i ty  tu rn ip  p e r a c r e .  Cucumbers, a crop which 
re p u te d ly  could not be grevrn here s u c c e s s f u l^ ,  y ie ld ed  beau­
t i f u l  and abundant f r u i t  from a f iv e  acre  t r i a l  p la n t in g .  No 
f e r t i l i z e r s  were used ahd a lthough  th e  te x tu re  o f  th e  s o i l  i s  
not good fo r  in te n se  vegetab le  growing, good crops were h a r­
v e sted  because o f th e  bu ild -up  o f s o i l  f e r t i l i t y  brought about 
by th e  many y ears  o f  a l f a l f a  grow ing,

Tho c h ie f  crops grown th i s  sp r in g  season a re -c a n ta lo u p e , 
hone3̂  dew, w aterm elon, co rn , mungo boan, peanut., p o ta to , sweet 
p o ta to , straw berry» tc ira to , ta b le  b e e t, c a r r o t ,  cucumber, and 
sq u ash . .

From Septem ber, 1942, to  th e  end o f May, 1943, 2805 to n s  
o f  v eg e tab le s  were ha rv ested  on the  G ila  fa rm s. Of th is  a -  
mount 1464 to n s  wore consumed by the  people o f  our c e n te r  and 
1341 to n s  o f  v e g e ta b le s  (84 ca rs) were sh ip p ed .to  o th e r  r e lo ­
c a tio n  c e n te r s .  Each o f tho te n  re lo c a tio n  c e n te rs  has r e ­
ceived v eg e tab le s  from our p r o je c t .  T his accomplishment has 
been more the notew rethy  because i t  was done in  s p i te  o f  th e  
le e k  e f  a packing house and o th e r f a c i l i t i e s  Tar p roper



nEnt o f  p e r ish a b le  p ro d u c ts . Much o f  our shipm ents were made 
in  la rg e  gunny sacks because o f  th e  la c k  o f c ra te s*

For th e  new f i s c a l  pe rio d  (July* 194-3——Juno, 1944) G ila  
farm s have boon in s t ru c te d  by th e  Washington o f f ic e  of th e  WRA. 
to  p la n t '849 a c re s  i't\GlPpOO pounds o r 234 ca rs) o f  v eg e tab le s  
f o r  sh lament to  o th e r re lo c a tio n  c e n te r s ,  in  a d d itio n  to  th e  
784 a c re s  o f  food to  bo p la n te d  f o r  our c e n te r  consum ption. 
The acreages o f some o f the  m ajor crops to  be p la n te d  fo r  out 
shipment a re  seme cabbage, 125 a c re s ; Chinese cabbage, 85 
ac re s ;* d a ik o n , 55 acres* l e i tu c a s 77 a c re s ; sp in ach , 132 a c re s ; 
Swiss c h a r d , .71 a c re s ;  and tom ato , 100 a c r e s .  An in te r e s t in g  
crop to  be p lan ted  here  i s  50 acres  o f soy bean from which th e  
p o pu lar Japanese food "’to fu 7** i s  to  be made.

In  o rd e r to  handle t h i s  out shipment o f  234 ca rs  o f  vege­
ta b le s  a packing house i s  to  he b u i l t  on tho  p r o je c t ,  and a 
lo a d in g  and s to ra g e  house i s  to  bo b u i l t  o t  th e  r a i lh e a d  a t  
S erap e•

In  a d d itio n  to  th e  v e g e ta b le s , war crops have been p la n t­
ed on our p r o je c t .  Approxim ately 40 a c re s  o f  a new type o f 
long  s ta p le  co tto n  have , been p lan ted  f o r  seed fo r th e  A gri­
c u ltu re  Exper itj'.er.tal S ta t io n  in  Sa c a t on . S ix ty —s ix  a c re s  o f  
browned and seeûladou f la x  are  now ready fo r th re s h in g . A— 
bout 40 ac re s  o f c a s to r  beans have been p lan ted  near th e  sewage 
o u t le t  where th e  p la n ts  a re  i r r ig a t e d  w ith  the sewage waste 
w a te r . Another war tim e food c o n tr ib u tio n  i s  ev id en t in  th e  
re s id e n ts*  d e s ire  to  produce food fo r  th o  s o ld ie r s  in  near-by  
army camps. The f i r s t  consignment to  be c a lle d  fo r by th e  
army was 20,000 pounds o f  w aterm elons p icked  and loaded  fo r 
th e  so ld ie rs*  consumption on th e  Fourth  o f J u ly .  At the tim e  
o f  t h i s  w r it in g  c o n s tru c tio n  work on a veg etab le  dehydration  
p la n t i s  ta k in g  p la c o , Host o f th e  dehydra tion  here  w i l l  be 
o f  ro o t v e g e ta b le s . P roduction  p la n s  c a l l  fo r  a s t a r t  o f  
th re e  and a h a l f  to n s  o f v eg e tab le s  p e r day on a tw en ty -fo u r 
hour b a s is  to  be g rad u a lly  in c re ase d  to  te n  tons p e r daj?.

The 62 aero  seed farm i s  now a scene o f  a c t iv i té 1- a s  seeds 
o f  some 34 d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t i e s  o f v eg e tab le s  e re  about ready  
fo r  th re s h in g . To d a te  nappa and pea seed have boon th re sh e d .



Onion, c a r ro t,a n d  le t tu c e  seeds w i l l  soon be ready  fo r  th re s h ­
ing*

Two n u rs e r ie s  r a is e  c u t-f lo w o rs , v egetab le  p la n ts  fo r  
tra n s p la n t in g  in  our f i e l d s ,  sh rubs, t r e e s ,  and b reed ing  p lan ts.

From th é  p la n tin g  made l a s t  f a l l ,  283 a c re s  of b a r le y  a re  
now being th reshed*  Five hundred ac re s  o f  maize a re  being  
p la n te d  fo r  our p rc jo c t* s  hogs and chickens* A lfa lfa  hay i s  
being baled  from 280 a c re s  and w il l  be used fo r  th e  feed in g  o f  
our d a iry  cows and horses* For a d d it io n a l  fe e d , sudan g rass  
to ta l in g  1,200 ac res  i s  y e t to  be p la n te d . The 4,800 a c res  o f  
a l f a l f a  p a s tu re  under our care  i s  U3od fo r  the  p a s tu r in g  o f 
c a t t l e .  At p re sen t 4,800 bead o f  fa t te n in g  c a t t l e  belonging 
to  p r iv a te  p a r t ie s  are  p a stu red  here a t  an average p a s tu re  
r e n ta l  o f e ig h t cen ts  p e r  head per day* T his a t  p re sen t b rin g s  
a p a s tu re  revenue o f  $480 a day t o  th e  ÏÏ.R.A* The 716 head o f 
th e  p ro je c t* s  c a t t l e  a re  a lso  p astu red  h e re .

LIVESTO CK
On Jan u ary  4 , 1943, w ith  a sm all group o f men and w ith  

l im i te d ' m a te r ia ls ,  the l iv e s to c k  program s ta r te d  w ith  con­
s t ru c t io n  work in  the  d a iry  and swine u n i t s .  C o rra ls  a n d  
s h e l t e r s  wore co n stru c te d  out o f  t r e e  tru n k s  cu t by th e  men.

On February  6 , 15 g ra d e -d a iry  cows, 16 young ca lv es  and
f iv e  h e i f e r s  were o b ta in ed  from the  Granada R elo ca tio n  .Center 
in  Colorado* This sm all herd  i s  being  used p r im a r i ly  f o r  th e  
t r a in in g  o f  evacuees to  handle and care  f o r  th e  cows p roperly*  
T his d a iry  u n i t  i s  t o  be b u i l t  up to  a herd  o f  300 m ilk ing  
cows which w i l l  supply  th e  m ilk need o f t h i s  c e n te r .

On February 12 , 720 s te e r s  o f  Msxican o r ig in  were pu r­
chased and are now p as tu red  on our p r o je c t .  Soicd o f  th e  steers 
w i l l  be ready fo r - s la u g h te r  in  J u ly .

The a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  good a l f a l f a  p a s tu re s  and a lre a d y  ex­
i s t in g  f a c i l i t i e s  such a s  fences and s to ck  w ater makes i t  pos­
s ib le  fo r  t h i s  p ro je c t  to  r a is e  b eef econom ically# I t  i s  
p lanned to  purchase an o th er l o t  o f  s te e r s  f o r  our p ro je c t#  
S u f f ic ie n t  pastu rag e  fo r  4,000 head o f s te e r s  a y ear i s  a v a i l -



ab le  here  • ¿bur tha isaa  d head of,, sh ee rs  would n o t on ly  supp ly  
th e  t o t a l  b eef needs -o f  th is , .c e n te r  bu t would make p o ss ib le  

.th e  supply ing  o f o th e r re lo c a tio n  cen te rs*
On February  29,' 50 pure bred re g is te re d  Poland China g i l t s  

were ob ta ined  from th e  Rancho-del R io S a l in a s ,  San M iguel, 
C a lifo rn ia * ' .■ f. . * * •

On̂  March So, on a d d it io n a l  l o t  o f 15Q head, o f  p ig s  were 
ob ta ined  from the Rancho de l Rio S a lin a s*  Two pure b red  r e g i s ­
te re d  Poland China boars were a lso  purchased to  c a r ry  on th e  
breed ing  program* There a re  now over 600 hogs on our ‘p r o je c t .

The good a l f a l f a  p a s tu re , good q u a l i ty  garbage, and th e  
land  a v a ila b le  fo r  th e  p roduction  o f  feed  g ra in  makes fa v o r­
ab le  the  p roduction  o f  pork  h e re . I t  i s  planned to  b u ild  up 
the  hog form to  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f 3,000 to  4,000 f a t  hogs to  
be s lau g h te re d  annually*  In  o rd e r to  b u ild  u p '• the^ k eg s-to  
th i s  number, 300 brood sows a re  to  be farrow ed t h i s  f e l l  and 
w in te r •

The f i r s t  f lo c k  o f  2,000 ch icks a r r iv e d  here from Hayward 
C a l ifo rn ia , on May 22nd,follow ed by an a d d it io n a l  2,500 ch icks 
on May 26 . A p o u ltry  fe rn  to  house 12,000 la y in g  hens i s  an­
t ic ip a te d *  lirati t h i s  farm  eggs and chickens w il l  be su p p lied  
to  th e  people o f t h i s  cen te r*

The g o a l o f our a g r ic u l tu re  departm ent i s  to  make G ila 
R iver p ro je c t  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  in  food n eed s . T h is i s  h ig h ly  
im portan t today because o f th e  g re a t demand fo r  th e  n a t io n Ts 
food supply by the  n a tion*s g re a t rank o f  c iv i l i a n  workers, 
f ig h t in g  men, and by le n d -le a se *

The d a i r y ,  hog, and p o u ltry  farms and the  r a is in g  o f 
s te e r s  not on ly  in su re  us o f  m ilk , pork and bacon, c h ic k  en , 
eggs, and b e e f ,  b u t working in  one or mere o f  th e se  l iv e s to c k  
u n i ts  p ro v id es  good v o c a tio n a l t r a in in g , fo r  a l iv e l ih o o d . The 
Japanese have been im p o rtan tly  engaged in  v egetab le  and f r u i t  
p ro d u c tio n , but have shown l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  in  the  p a s t  in  the  
r a is in g  o f  liv e s to ck *  Our l iv e s to c k  program p ro v id es  f o r  
those in te r e s te d  an im portan t 
th is  s p e c ia l iz e d  and -im portant 
e th e r  s teak  c f  tra d e s*

means
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I t  was no t u n t i l  October o f 1942 th a t  th e  R ivera Post Of­
f ic e  was d e f in i te ly  e s ta b l is h e d • As th e re  were no adequate 
f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  hand ling  th e  m ail p rev ious to  t h i s  t r u e ,  a l l  
ou t-go ing  and in-com ing m ail was taken  care  of by any member 
of th e  • adm in istra tive- s t a f f  who chanced to  be in  Secato ti.

Un August -1* 1942, a tem porary branch P ost. O ffice was e s ­
ta b lis h e d  in  Canal Camp* A month l a t e r  a t  th e  com pletion o f 
th e  Post O ffice b u ild in g , the  Post O ffice  was moved to  B utte  
w here, as a branch o f th e  Pnoenix o f f ic e ,  i t  was e s ta b lis h e d  
in  permanent head q u arte rs  as the  R ivers* P es t O ffice*

I t  has handled f in a n c ia l  tra n s a c tio n s  o f more than  a h a l f  
m illio n  d o lla rs  in  stam ps, money o rd e rs , and C.O.D. during th e  
months from August, 1942, to  May, 1943. During t h i s  p e r io d , 
33,515 money Orders fo r  a t o t a l  o f #364,271 have been issu e d , 
and 21 088 G*0*D* p a rc e ls ,  fo r  'a  t o t a l  sum of §125,822 have 
been d e liv e red *  Stamp s a le s  to ta le d  §22,880*79* By f a r  the 
g re a te s t  volume of b u sin ess  tra n s a c tè à  fo r  a single-m onth  was 
during  March when s a le s  to ta le d  §86,214*66* The months f o l ­
lowing have shown a g radual decrease in  s a le s ,  à ie , pe rh ap s, to  
th e  re s e tt le m e n t and th e  consequent decrease  in  population*



The e d u c a t io n a l  system  on th e  p ro je c t  i s  an a l l  i n c lu s iv e  
system , o ffe r in g  ed u ca tio n a l o p p o r tu n i tie s  from n u rse ry  school 
through a& iit school le v e ls*  The emphasis i s  p laced  on th e  
e lem entary  and secondary school work, hu t th e  nursery -kx iider- 
g-QP'ten. program i s  q u ite  com plete and th e  a d u lt program o f f e r s  
many o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  those  seek in g  re lo c a tio n *

Elem entary and h igh  schoo ls a re  conducted on th e  same 
u rs is  as Arizona schools* They use th e  same course o f  s tudy  
v,nd th e  same tex tbooks a s  A rizona p u b lic  schoo ls and C aucasian 
te a c h e rs  must- meet th e  same h igh  s tan d a rd s  as Arizona te ac h e rs . 
By m ain ta in in g  th e se  s ta n d a rd s , the  work o f  th e  schoo ls i s  ac­
c re d ite d  through th e  S ta te  U n iv ers ity *

The enro llm ent and s t a f f  f ig u re s  give a p ic tu re  o f  th e

Schools m ain ta in  a re g u la r  se ss io n  o f 36 weeks and o p e r ­
a te  a s ix  weeks summer session*  A dult c la s s e s  a re  continuous* 

The S ta te  Teachers C ollege a t  Tempe has loaned a fa c u lty  
member to  conduct c o lle g e  c la s s e s  in  Education  su b je c ts  and to  
su p erv ise  p ra c t ic e  te ach in g  o f  evacuee te a c h e rs  who do not 
ho ld  te ac h in g  c e r t i f i c a te s *

The co o p era tio n  Of p a re n ts ,  s tu d e n ts , and te a c h e rs  has 
r e s u lte d  in  b u ild in g  an e x c e lle n t  ed u ca tio n a l system  which 
compares very  fa v o rab ly  w ith  those  on the  o u ts id e*  N a tio n a l 
t e s t s ,  g iven in  May, in d ic a te  th a t  in  most re s p e c ts  accom­
plishm ents a re  even above normal fo r  th e  c o u n ty  as a whole*

chool
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THE FIRST BEAR OF
communiTy activities

R esid en ts  o f G ila R iver have enjoyed a worthw hile r e c re ­
a t io n a l  program in  s p i te  o f handicaps* Equipment was la ck in g  
as  w ell as s u i ta b le  a re as  f o r  p laygrounds. S ta f f  members w ith  
no t r a in in g  o r experience  in  re c re a tio n  worked t i r e l e s s l y  w ith  
v o lu n te e rs  under one su p erv iso r and w ith in  th re e  months many 
a c t i v i t i e s  were o rgan ized .

F ie ld s  fo r  s o f tb a l l  were le v e le d  and backstops p u t u p . 
B ask e tb a ll c o i r t s  were made, th e  work being  done by a sk e le to n  
crew which had d i f f i c u l ty  in o b ta in in g  m a te r ia ls .  FOr the  young 
p eo p le , sp o rts  such as f o o tb a l l ,  b a s k e tb a l l ,  s o f tb a l l ,  and 
b a se b a ll  were popu lar throughout th e  y e a r .  O lder men and a 
f a i r  number o f young men p a rtic ip a te d  in  judo and sumo. The 
g i r l s  enjoyed v o lle y b a ll  a s  w e ll as b a sk e tb a ll  and s o f tb a l l .  
C o n trib u tio n s  by evacuees p rov ided  equipment to  supplement 
th a t  fu rn ish ed  by W.R.A. fu n d s .

E a rly  in  th e  p ro je c t  h is to ry ,  popu lar demand fo r a p lace  
to  spend le i s u r e  hours in  read in g  le d  to  the  estab lish m en t o f  
community l i b r a r i e s .  Gince no government funds were a v a i l -  
a b le , donations from p u b lic  l i b r a r i e s  and from in d iv id u a ls  
were en co u rag ed .. The r e s u l t s  were g r a t i f y in g ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  
in  th e  m a tte r  o f m agazines. Magazine and newspaper subscript 
t io n s  a s  w ell as hew books were secured w ith  money, .from re n ta l  
fe e s  and f in e s .

O ccasional movies were brought in  and shown by people who 
were in te r e s te d  in  evacuee e n te r ta in m en t. A fte r  th e  comple­
t io n  o f th e  outdoor s ta g e , a movie departm ent was e s ta b lis h e d  
and weekly hookings a rran g ed .

T a len t shows developed f i r s t  as b lock  en te rta in m en t with 
tru c k s  used as m akesh ift s ta g e s . With th e  more commodious 
equipment o f th e  outdoor s ta g o , t a l e n t  shows have become com­
munity-wide a f f a i r s .

Weekly dances fo r  young people have been he ld  in  a v a i l ­
ab le  mess h a l l s .  As young peoples c lu b s  were o rgan ized , th ey  
took over th e  sponsorsh ip  o f th e se  weekly dances.

The-7fomen*s Club conducted h a n d ic ra f t c la s s e s  which d is ­
p layed  c re d ita b le  work a t  v a rio u s  e x h ib i t s .  For th e  o ld e r 
men, th e  Gch, Shogi, and Mah-Jong Clubs were o u ts ta n d in g .



Bov Scout tro o p s  e $ rly  took  an a c tiv e  p a r t  in  community
l i f e ,  le d  and inspi: 
and s e n io r  high sch 
le a d e rsh ip  m te ac h e rs  
Working G ir ls  Club i  
imm i  t  y sp i r i  t  by su c h

re d  oy form er Scout members• Both Jun ior 
ool G ir l  Reserve Clubs have had e x c e lle n t 
who v o lan tee red  t h e i r  t i r e • The Y,W*C .A• 

s a c t iv e  in  b u ild in g  s o c ia b i l i t y  and coin- 
pro  je c t s  as fa sh io n  shows and card  bene­

f i t s  •
The e f f ic ie n c y  

w ell dem onstrated in  
v a l ,  F ea tu re  o f the.

o f th e  Community A c t iv i t ie s  S ec tio n  was 
th e  success o f  th e  two day H arvest F e s t i -  
F e s t iv a l  which added in te r e s t  and aroused

c iv ic  p r id e  and enthusiasm  were th e  p a rad e , co ro n a tio n  of a 
H arvest Queen, and e x h ib its  o f  v a rio u s  k in d s , The farm e x h i-  
■jjit b rought home to  th e  r e s id e n ts  th e  high. Q u a lity  o f th e  pro—■
dace su p p lied  by th e  p ro je c t  f e n s .

A c t iv i t ie s  o f  Boys* and G irls*  Week were c o n s tru c tiv e  and 
s tim u la tin g #  P a t shows, hobby shows, and baby 3nows inc luded  
in 't h e  vieek’ s program. Lessons in  c i t iz e n s h ip  and th e  rew ards 
o f devo tion  to  duty were im pressed upon n igh  school boys and 
g i r l s  when th e y jsu p e rv ise d  by th e  r e g u la r  e x ec u tiv e s , conduct­
e d 'th e  busin ess  o f government fo r  one day. The clim ax to  the 
week’ s a c t i v i t i e s  was a  p anel d iscu ss io n  on re lo c a tio n  before
th e  h igh  school assem bly, *

One o f ihe o u ts tan d in g  even ts  o f th e  y e a r ’ s work was th e  
Fourth  o f  Ju ly  c e le b ra t lo n .  I t  was a th re e  day a f f a i r  which 
fe a tu re d  e x c e p tio n a lly  f in e  farm  e x h ib i ts ,  .h a n d ic ra f t e x h ib i ts  
from th e  Women’s C lub, h igh  school a r t  c la s s e s ,  and th e  G ila  
Young P eo p le ’s  A sso c ia tio n , ■ The c e le b ra tio n  was opened w ith  a 
C oronation B a l l  a t  which th e  Queen o f  th e  Fourth was s u i ta b ly  
crowned. A lto g e th e r, t h i s  was a very  su cc e ss fu l a f f a i r  and 
one which w il l  be lo n g  remembered in  the  community«



In  November two G ila Rod Cross o rg a n iz a tio n s  were c re a te d  
s e p a ra te ly  in  B utte  and in  Canal as u n i t s  o f  th è  P a c if ic  a rea  
American Red Cross w ith  head q u arte rs  in  San Francisco*

The ta s k  o f  o rg an iz in g  and c a rry in g  on has been as d i f f i ­
c u l t  as i t  i s  worthy* A ll. work i s  e n t i r e ly  v o lu n ta ry  and 
w ithout rem unera tion . Each u n i t  i s  heeded by a re s id e n t  exe­
c u tiv e  s e c re ta ry , who a c ts  as a l i a i s o n  o f f ic e r  between th e  
o rg a n iz a tio n  end th e  ad m in is tra tio n *

About 20 re s id e n t v o lu n te e rs , s t a r te d  the B utte  u n i t  on 
November 1 , 1942. In  March th ey  conducted th e  f i r s t  d riv e  
which n e tte d  $1014*57*

Through th e  B u tte  u n i t ,  375 m essages by ma i l  and 25 by 
cab le  have, gone to  Japan . The Red Cross, a lso  accep ts  in q u i­
r i e s  from fo re ig n  ch ap te rs  re g a rd in g  r e la t iv e s  h e re •

During May and June the Bairm u n it sponsored ed u ca tio n a l 
m ovies. I t  sen t a r t i f i c i a l  and lacchi» (Japanese r ic e
cakes,) to  in ternm ent and d e te n tio n  camps*.. I t  i s  no7/ try in g  to  
conduct f i r s t - a i d  c lasses f o r  evacuees. Equipment such as 
bandage s c is s o r s ,  fo rc e p s , ic e b a g s , an d .ho t w a ter b o t t l e s ‘have 
been ordered to  supply each b lo ck .

Canal*s u n it  conducted a Red Cross Drive in  March and r e ­
ceived $1139.61, cue th i r d  o f which th e  people decided to  send 
to- th e  n a tio n a l h e ad q u a rte rs .

The rem ainder o f the ‘money p robab ly  w i l l  be used fo r  s e r ­
v ic e s  such as  h e a lth  and s a n ita tio n , f o r  ch ild re n  and g a ir c n ts  
fo r n i s e i  s o ld ie rs  from th i s  camp.

A r t i f i c i a l  flo w ers , made by th e  demon's C lub, have been 
sen t to - th e  Lordsburg In ternm ent camp. F i r s t - a i d  cou rses a re  
o r w i l l  be tau g h t in  both  camps.

The Red Cross needs v o lu n ta ry  s e rv ic e s  to  keep i t  g o in g . 
I t  i s  a n e u tra l  o rg a n iz a tio n  in te rn a t io n a l ly  recognized  and 
re sp e c te d , se rv in g  a s  the only  channel o f  in fo rm ation  between 
w arring  n a tio n s . The Red Cross must and w i l l  continue*



When the  re s id e n ts  f i r s t  a r r iv e d  in  t h i s  d e se r t lan d  w ith  
homes lo s t  and the fu tu re  u n c e r ta in , th ey  f e l t  a g re a t need 
fo r churches and-worship« R esiden t le a d e rs  sought p la ce s  o f  
w orship and were a llo t-rod  re -c rea tion  h a l l  sp a c e s • From scrap  
lum ber they  made, p u l p i t s , c h a i r s ,  and benches• They organ ized  
groups; p r i e s t s  and m in is te r 's  o ffe re d  t h e i r  se rv ices*  R e l i­
g ious t i e s ,  onco uproo ted  by- ev acu a tio n , wore re p la n te d  hero  
in  the  d o so rt end a re  growing*

The r e l ig io u s  l i f e  o f th e  re s id e n ts  i s  h ig h lig h te d  in  th e  
chapels o f  both com m unities. R e lig io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  accord ing  
to  a survey  was found to  be approx im ately  o5/& B u d d h is ts , 27.5/6 
C h r is t ia n s  and 17*5$ not d e s :p u c te a . As in  the case o f any 
norm al. c i t y , t th e re  i s  a gre-:-- v a r ia t io n  in  church attendance 
and r e l ig io u s  a c t i v i t y  among th e  in d iv id u a ls .  Church serv ice 's  
a re  hel-d re g u la r ly  in  a l l  o f  .-.-e chapels*

The fo llo w in g  denom inations a re  re p re se n te d : Episcopa­
l i a n ,  'P re sb y te r ia n , B a p tis t ,-  C ongregational, F r ien d s , Catho­
l i c  and Seventh Bay A d v en tis t; Zenshu, N ich iren , S h in sh u , 
Shingan end Jodoshu among the B uddh ists; ana Soicho-N o-Iye, a 
group independent from th e  o th e r  f a i t h s .

An e x c e lle n t  fe e l in g  o f  re s p e c t and fe llo w sh ip  e x is t s  a -  
mong th e  v a rio u s  denem inationa1 groups. The C h ris tia n  Church 
Council co o rd in a tes  th e  work o f th e  C h r is tia n  Church and a Bu­
d d h is t Council c o o rd in a te s  t h e -work among th e  Buddhist chur­
ch es . F e in t m eetings a r e  h e ld  and both groups p a r t ic ip a te  in  
th e  s o lv in g  of community-wide problem s•

Both th e  C h r is tia n  and Buddhist groups have very a c tiv e  
TT-oung peoples* o rg a n iz a tio n s  which, sponsor m usicals and o th e r 
c lubs and a c t i v i t i e s  to  engage th e  i n te r e s t s  o f  t h e i r  re sp ec ­
t iv e  m emberships. The- Buddhist young people have organized 
uiie Y.B.A. (Young Buddhist A sso c ia tio n ) w ith  a n a tio n a l a f f i ­
l i a t i o n ,  and th e  J r .  Y.B.A. The C h ris tia n  youth groups- in ­
clude th e  Young Peoples Fellow ship  and the P ilg rim s Fellow ­
s h ip .

A ll churches nrm p a r t ic ip a t in g  to  some, e x te n t in  th e  sum­
mer : o t i t i t l e s  jtrogram*



The G ila  N ews-Courier, a f r e e  tr i-w e e k ly  p u b lic a tio n  d i s ­
t r ib u te d  on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday  to  a l l  c en te r  fam i­
l i e s ,  f i r s t  began p u b lic a tio n  on September 12, 1942* I t  was 
e s ta b lis h e d  by th e  War R elo ca tio n  A u th o rity  to  keep people in ­
formed* I t  cavers news item s that- are o f d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t  cr 
concern the a f f a i r s  o f th e  evacuees* On October 7 , 1042, a 
Japanese sec tio n  was inaugura ted  fo r  the b e n e f it  of th e  is.sei..

The C ourie r has an average c i r c u la t io n  o f 4 ,0  CO copies 
and i s  s ta f f e d  by a. personnel o f  about tw e n ty -e ig h t, which in ­
c ludes e d i t o r x r e p o r te r s ,  a r t i s t s ,  c le r k s ,  t r a n s la t o r s ,  c ir c u ­
l a t io n  m anager, .and mimeograph o p era to rs*

S p ec ia l e d it io n s  were p u b lish ed  on T hanksgiving, C h r is t­
mas, IT--w fo u r , and Fourth o f J u ly , c a rry in g  out th e  ho lid ay  
theme a* The C ourier s t a f f  a ls o  pub lished  th e  1943 c a le n d e r , 
w ith e la b o ra te  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f th e  Center end i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  * 

Aside from the re g u la r  job  o f  p u b lish in g  the camp newspa­
p e r ,  th e  C ourier does mimeographing f o r  a l l  d iv is io n s  w ishing 
p u b lic a tio n  in  connection w ith  t h e i r  o f f ic e s * . However, o f f i ­
c i a l  W*R*A* b u l l e t in s ,  n o t ic e s ,  e tc . . ,  a re  pub lished  by a sepa­
r a te  mimeographing departm ent in  co n junction  w ith  th e  O ffice  
S erv ices  Section*

The C ourier c o n s ta n tly  has endeavored to  improve both the 
form and substance o f  the  paper* Frequent conferences a re  
he ld  in  which a l l  phases, of newspaper work a re  covered and me­
thods of improvements are s tu d ie d  and c a r r ie d  out*

In  a d d itio n  to. th e  N ews-Ccurier, two h igh  school p a p e rs , 
the -Desert S e n tin e l o f B utto  and th e  H i-T ide o f  C anal, wore 
pub lished  ci-w eekly  by the s tu d e n t jo u r n a l i s t s  f o r  school d is ­
tr ib u tio n *

B u tte .an d  Canal s tu d e n ts  a ls o  p u b lish ed  yearbooks, Year*s 
F lig h t and R iv u le t ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  which d ep ic ted  school l i f e  
in  pho tographs, draw ings, and d e sc r ip tiv e  l i t e r a t u r e .  These 
p rov ided  good o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r s tu d en ts  to  p re se n t t h e i r  
l i t e r a r y  ta le n ts *



Host g ra t i fy in g  and re a s s u r in g  to  re s id e n ts  i s  the  modern 
h o s p i ta l  w ith  i t s  sp len d id  s t a f f . o f  d o c to rs , te c h n ic ia n s , 
n u rses and a id e s . .

’/ h e . l i t e r s  Community -H o sp ita l, a 250 bed in s t i t u t i o n ,  
V7QS ded ica ted  on !• jvember 22, 1942. The .-seven'’'••sen nr i t  s t ru c ­
tu re  tree adapter! ^cT i th e  army h o s p i t a l . design but w ith  c e r­
ta in  changes t .  -, - -re iroro . s u i ta b le  fo r  a g en era l community* 
The h o s p i ta l  i s  * . »1 e to ly  modern • in  s t ru c tu re  and houses f i v  t  
c la s s  e^uipaen* .! p/ugL/eur.

S ince i t s  opening l a s t  November, u n t i l  Ju ly  2,1945, 168
b i r th s  and 44 dea th s .h av e  been recorded*

Tn a d d itio n  to  h o s p i ta l  s e rv ic e  ren d e red , a la rg e  o u t-p a - 
vid¿/t s e rv ic e  g ives about c-OCC* trea tm en ts  a month* Emergency 
s e rv ic e  i s  era  £4 hours a 5ay* k  sm all h o s p ita l  .and c l in ic  

-0 opera ted  a s  :ar~v- o f th e  g en era l h o s p i ta l .
- - In  o b ta in in g  adequate p e rso n n e l, th ^  R ivers  H o sp ita l l a s  
faced d i f f i c u l t i e s  common to  h o s p i ta ls  throughout th e  country  
in  w artim e. I t  has been fo r tu n a te , however, in  m a in ta in in g  a 
s t a f f  o f te n  l ic e n s e d  p h y sic ian s  and a w ell equipped d e n ta l  
departm ent w ith  th i r te e n  d e n tis ts *  The optom etry departm ent 
has served  la rg e  numbers, and g la sse s  have boon p re sc rib ed  and 
o b ta ined  fo r  those who need them.

The nu rs in g  s i tu a t io n  has beer, met by th e  use o f  nu rses  
a id o s  to  supplement a l im ite d  number o f g raduate  n u rses o f  
both  Caucasian and Japanese n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  D aily  in s tru c t io n  
i s  given to  n u rses a id e s , and o r d e r l i e s ,  and the rosponsehas 
been good in  t h i s  regard#

Probloms o f  s a n i ta t io n  and p u b lic  h e a lth  -are be ing  met by 
t h e i r  re s p e c tiv e  deportm ents under the d ire c tio n  of u very ca­
pable r e s id e n t  who has a ph . P . degree* The p ro fe s s io n a l work 
o f th e  h o s p i ta l  has been good in  a l l  departm en ts, and an ac­
t iv e  s u rg ic a l  s e rv ic e  has performed a l a r g e .number o f neces­
sa ry  o p era tio n s*

The success e l  th e  o v e ra l l  progr-ju i s  shesn by the. f a c t  
th a t  Nia nirnbur -of ro a th s  in  the cozriunity ban been approx i­
m ately  o f t..m number o rd in a r i ly  oXte'Stei !.:■ e ocmaunity c f

t'i •> rv /Tv



YEAR’S GROWTH OF 
THE WELFARE DEPARTMENT

. T h is  p a s t  y ea r has seen th e  p e o p le 's  Community W elfare 
Départirent grow from a s t a f f  o f one person covering  bo th  Canal 
and B utte  to  a s t a f f  o f seventy  people covering  a wide range 
o f  a c t i v i t i e s .

No funds were a v a ila b le  u n t i l  the middle o f  December, 
1942. Thus a s s is ta n c e  to  th e  people o f  th e  community was r e ­
s t r i c t e d  to  c o u n se lin g , s tu d en t r e lo c a t io n s ,  a s s is ta n c e  in  r e ­
p a t r ia t io n  a p p l ic a t io n s ,  end many o th e r in d iv id u a l p e rso n a l 
problem s. With funds a v a ila b le  in  December, the  departm ent 
s e t  up a program o f  p u b lic  a s s is ta n c e  under which fa m ilie s  ufoo 
a re  w ithout employab3.e members a re  e l ig ib le  fo r  a id .  S ince 
th e  opening o f th is  program , se v e ra l hundred fa m ilie s  have 
been a s s i s t e d .

In  M arch, 1943, the  Housing and C lo th in g  Departm ents wore 
tr a n s fe r r e d  to  become in te g ra l  p a r ts  of th e  S o c ia l S erv ice  De­
partm en t. T h is  means th a t  a t  cue time o r an o th e r a g rea t many 
people w ith  a wide v a r ie ty  o f problems have had co n tac t w ith  
th e  S o c ia l S erv ice  S e c tio n .

The fu n c tio n  o f  th e  S o c ia l Serv ice  S ec tio n  i s  t o  a s s i s t  
th e  people of the com u n it  y w ith  t h e i r  p e rso n a l problems in ­
c lud ing  la c k  o f  s u f f ic ie n t  f in a n c ia l  r e s o u rc e s . The cose 
workers of th e  departm ent lend  sym pathetic e a rs  to  any prob­
lem . They have accom plished much and look  forward to  g iv in g  
more he lp  in  th e  coming months *



PUBLIC
Thv P u b lic  Works D iv ision  in c lu d es  Highways an$ B ridges, 

I r r ig a t io n  and D rainage, C on stru c tio n  and M aintenance, E lec ­
t r i c a l .  i rounds liaint©nance and S a n ita tio n  S e c tio n s .

- j ' Nas ^undertaken the  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  IS  m iles  o f o i l ­
su rfaced  a c c e ss 'ro a d s  to  Highway S? >nd to  th e - r a i l r o a d  s id in g , 
s t  Serene', to g e th e r  w ith  b rid g es  and c u lv e r ts .  Devon mi-t^-s o f .
th i s  w il l  be- f i l i  shed sh o rtly  • ' . u _• . . •

I t  lias ha i r e ’-' compì ateo, a la rg e  d a iry  b u ild in g ,.. hog ana 
poultrv  p r o je c ts ,  sh ip  model f a c to r y , f lu o r in e  f i l t e r  .r e a c t i­
v a tin g “ p la n t ,  : dehydra ting  p la n t ,  and about 50% o f  th e  adm inis­
t r a t i v e  housing urogram; la id  foundations fo r  new high schools 
and gymnaslums"in both camps, and b u i l t  f ix tu r e s  and fu rn itu re  
re q u ire d  fo r  the P r o je c t .

• 'p ig  Grounds M aintenance S ec tio n  has landscaped a re a s  su r­
rounding p u b lic  bu ild ings-,’ h o s p i ta l ,  and s t a f f  housing pro­
j e c t s ,  and has p lan ted  sev e ra l thousand tre .es along tho
s t r e e t s  in  both  camps. '

To p rese rv e  d rin k in g  w a te r , th e  I r r ig a t io n  and .Drainage 
S ec tio n  in s ta l l e d  a complete i r r ig a t io n  system  in  B utto  .and 
s h o r t ly  w i l l  complete a s im ila r  system in  C anal. The i r r i g a ­
t io n ’ w ater i s  su p p lied  through on open cana l system  from the  
Coolidge Dam approxim ately  130 m ile n o r th e a s t o f th e  P r o je c t .  

D rinking w ater fo r both  camps i s  su p p lied  from fou r w e lls
__400 fe e t  deep—equipped w ith la rg e  e le c t r i c  tu rb in e  pumps
d e l iv e r in g  approxiirxaiely 950,000 g a llo n s  per day to  Canal arid
1 .500.000 g a llo n s  to  B u tte .

E le c t r ic  power, brought from th e  Coolidge Dam power h ouse , 
i s  d is t r ib u te d  w ith in  th e  comp a t  12 ,00 /7 ,200  v o lts  and i s  ■ 
transform ed to  220 o r 110 v o l t s .

N a tu ra l gas su p p lied  from th e  West Texas 'Oil f i e ld s  i s  
used p r in c ip a l ly  fo r  ccoxing in  imsss h a l l s  and h e a tin g  c f  tne  
h o s p i ta l .  The o r ig in a l  in te n tio n  was to  use gas fo r  a l l  h e a t­
ing  pu rposes, bu t due to  l im i ta t io n  ox supply , fu e l o i l  s .ovos 
w o re * in s ta lle d . The d a ily  gas consumption i s  approxim ately
42.000 cubic f e e t ,  and during  the  w in te r , 7,000 g a llo n s  of 
fu e l o i l  e ra  necessary  fo r  h e a tin g  req u irem en ts .



As th e re  a re  two camps, two sep a ra te  and f a i r l y  autojio^ 
mcus p o lic e  organ.i s a t io n s  n e c e s s a r i ly  were -c re s ted . The „chief 4 
has a sso c ia te  c h ie f s  in  each camp. They in  tu rn  are  ..a ss is ted  
by a s t a f f ’ c o n s is t in g  c f  a c a p ta in , l ie u te n a n ts ,  s e rg e a n ts , ,  
and p o lic e  o f f ic e r s  a l l  o f whom are evacuees employed i n  two 
d iv is io n s : P a tro l  Crime P reven tion  and T r a f f ic .  .

The m a jo r ity  o f p o lic e  patrolm en a t  R ivers  a re  U nited 
S ta te s  c i t i z e n s ,  and th e  average age i s  th i r i ;> - fwo y e a r s .  The 
m a jo rity  are  h igh  school g ra d u a te s , and a la rg e  number^ have 
u n iv e r s i ty  t r a in in g .  Some have had p o s t-g rad u a te  t r a in in g  in  
law , s o c ia l  w ork, and in  o th e r p ro fe s s io n a l f i e ld s .  U nfortu­
n a te ly ,  none now employed had p o lice  experience _  p r io r  to  eva­
c u a tio n . However, th i s  la ck  i s  g ra d u a lly  "being o f f s e t  ty a  
t r a in in g  program . The i s s e i  members, a lthough  c o n s tiv u tlu g  a. 
sm all m in o r ity , have proved extrem ely  v a lu a b le , p a r t i c u la r ly  
in  the  f i e ld  of p u b lic  r e l a t i o n s .  .  ̂ . . .

The crime r a te  a t  R iv ers  has been c o n s is te n t ly  low i. n 
comparison t o  o th e r  communities o f  approxim ately  14,000 peop le . 
In  f a c t 5, th e  t o t a l  o f  a r r e s t s  fo r th e  e n t i r e  canmunity in  a l ­
most a year i s  only  264. And th i s  number in c lu d es  in d iv id u a ls  
in  groups o f  ju v e n ile s  where only one or a v e ry  few o f  t h e  
group were found to  he d e lin q u e n t.

Sentences f o r  gambling range from p ro b a tio n  to  2 1 .days in  
the P in a l County J a i l  a t  Florence.- C onvictions fo r  a s s a u lt  
have c a r r ie d  sen tences averag ing  th re e  weeks in  th e  county 
j a i l .  A rre s ts  fo r  in tro d u c tio n  o f  l iq u o r  have been re f e r r e d  
to  o u ts id e  law  enforcem ent a g en c ie s , inasmuch as th e  p r in c i ­
p a ls  involved w ere 'no t evacuees. The g re a t m a jo rity  of crim es 
have been m isdem eanors. S u ccessfu l d is p o s i t io n  of most o f 
th ese  cases has been p la c in g  th e  re sp o n s ib le  parties^:on p ro ­
b a tio n  to  c e r ta in  community o rg an iza tio n s , or in d iv id u a ls .

J u v e n il is  delinquency • is  a problem a t  R iv e rs , as e l s e ­
w here, but appoin ted  s t a f f  members b e lie v e  th e  r a te  i s  very 
sm all as compared to  th a t  in  th e  average comriunity o f t h i s  
s iz e ,  i t  i s  hoped th a t  c o n s tru c tio n  of- re c re a t io n  f a c i l i t i e s  
and o rg a n iz a tio n  o f groups fo r  p r o f i ta b le  use o f le i s u r e  tim e 
w il l  r e s u l t  in  a decrease in  th e  delinquency r a t s .



Ships a re  be ing  b u i l t  in  the  d e se r t  o f  R iv e rs . Harm less 
as  th e se  form idable lo o k in g  men-of-war a r e ,  th ey  a rc  n ev erth e ­
le s s  p lay in g  an im portant p a r t  in  the  war program* They a re  
used by the  navy in  t r a in in g  programs and fo r  id e n t i f i c a t io n  
purposes* The th i r d  n a v a l d i s t r i c t  a ls o  u ses  th ese  models in  
camouflage exporij-en ts  #

Having begun in  the  m iddle o f  March o f  th i s  y e a r ,  th e  
Model Sh ip  P ro jec t' hos r a p id ly  become a su cc e ss fu l e n te rp r is e *  
The^manner in  which th e  w orkers have adapted  them selves so 
q u ic k ly  and e f f i c i e n t ly  t o  t h i s  h ig h ly  s k i l le d  work has j u s t i ­
f ie d  expansion and la r g e r  c o n tr a c ts -* Expansion o f  th e  shop i s  
a lre a d y  under way. I t  w i l l  soon annex an o th er warehouse and 
i f  a n tic ip a te d  o rd e rs  a re  forthcom ing, upwards to  ICO workers 
f r i l l  be employed.

The S h ip  P ro je c t i s  opera ted  under a c o n tra c t w ith  th e  
Navy. . I t s  25 workers b u ild  exact r e p l ic a s  o f  Axis d read - 
n a u g h ts , in c lu d in g  such sh ip s  as the  Admiral Scheer and Von 
T i r p i tz  as  w e ll a s  o th e r  l e s s e r  v e s s e ls .  The models vary  from 
approxim ately  8 W to  16,f on a sca le  o f  60* to  1" and 25* to  1 H.

Some armament i s  c le v e r ly  made o f  sm all n a i l s  shaped in  a 
d r i l l  p re ss  w h ile  o th e rs  a re  made from b ra s s ,  e t c .  The h u l ls  
a re  made from p o p la r which has a r e l a t iv e ly  c lose g ra in  and 
th e re b y  le s s e n s  th e  chance o f  ch ip p in g . A fte r  the  expansion 
o f  th e  sh o p , and a ponding conference in  W ashington, i t  i s  
hoped th a t  p l a s t i c s  w i l l  be used fo r  tho  h u l ls  in s te a d  o f wood. 
The p la  S tic  sh ip  would be more durable  and f a c i l i t a t e  produc­
t i o n .

Being o very  e x ac tin g  and m eticu lous work, two to  th re e  
weeks a re  re q u ire d  to  t r a in  n p e rso n . Same who have gained 
p ro f ic ie n c y  do sp e c ia l  work on th re e  o f  fo u r  models which a re  
being b u i l t  a t  one tim e* -

R elo ca tio n  a s  y e t has not s e r io u s ly  impeded th e  p ro g ress  
o f the  p ro je c t ,  but w ith  th e  forthcom ing expansion o f th e  shop 
and the number o f  workers d e s ire d , th e  p ro sp ect o f m a in ta in in g  
e f f i c i e n t  o p e ra tio n  w ith  w e ll t r a in e d  craftsm en  may became a 
r e a l  problem*



The idea th a t  camouflage n e ts  could  he produced in  the  
assembly and re lo c a tio n  c e n te rs  o r ig in a te d  w ith  th e  evacuees. 
C e r ta in  lo y a l  c i t iz e n s  o f Japanese a n ce s try  proposed such a 
program to  th e  7/artirac C iv il ia n  C ontro l A u th o r it ie s  and to th e  
Army A u th o r i t ie s ,  A fte r  c o n s id e ra tio n  th e  su g g es tio n  was ap­
proved and th e  f i r s t  o p e ra tio n  began a t  th e  Santa A nita ra c e ­
tr a c k  grandstand,- Army E ngineers were s u f f ic ie n t ly  trap re s  sod 
by th e  w ork dons th e re  to  proceed w ith  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  of, n e t 
g a rn ish in g  p la n ts  a t  Manzanar, G ila , end Colorado R iver R e lo ­
c a tio n  C en ters ,

The camouflage n e t fa c to ry  a t  G ila , lo c a te d  on th e  wes­
te rn  boundary o f  the B utte  c o m im ity , commenced o p e ra tio n  on 
December 15, 1942, Although the  fa c to ry , was opera ted  by th e  
Southern C a lifo rn ia  G lass Company under a c o n tra c t w ith the 
War Departm ent, a l l  f a c i l i t i e s  and u t i l i t i e s  were fu rn ish ed  by 
th e  If, S i E n g in ee rs , In  accordance w ith  tho Genova Convention:' 
o f 1929, a l ie n s  were not perm itted  to  procure work in  tho war 
p roduction  in d u s try .

As th e  company pa id  d i r e c t ly  to  the camp, i t  was th e  duty 
o f th e  community co u n c il to  arrange  the  method f o r  rem unera­
t i o n ,  Each worker re ce iv ed  $16 basic  pay* p lu s  a $10 bonus i f  
he m ain tained  an average o f  10CG sq . f t ,  o r over p e r day end 
48 cen ts  fo r  every  100 so . f t .  over th e  1000 so , f t .  The ba­
lan ce  th a t  he earned under th i s  p lan  was put in  a t r u s t  fund 
to  be d isbu rsed  eq u a lly  among a l l  workers in  the  camp. This 
amount proved to  be approxim ately  25 p ercen t of each w orker’ s 
g ross e a rn in g s .

I t  was o r ig in a l ly  hoped th a t  a normal output, per day 
would reach  1000 sq . f t .  fo r  each w orker, bu t in  a sh o rt time 
the  d a i ly  ou tpu t per c ap ita  was over 2000 sq . f t . ,  and some 
a t ta in e d  averages o f o v e r  5000. Money th u s  earned was used  by
many r e s id e n ts  fo r  r e lo c a t io n .

On May 25, 1945, the  not fa c to ry  c lo s e d . The Army con­
t r a c t  w ith  th e  Southern C a lifo rn ia  G lass Company exp ired  and 
was n o t renewed. The WRA i s  now n e g o tia tin g  fo r  tho purchase 
o f  th e  camouflage b u ild in g s  fo r  c e n tr a l  w arehousing and garage
use



îvom the  opening o f th e  Cent.ex* "u n til l a t e  November the 
only  le g a l  o f f ic e  in  th e  community was th e  Legal Aid O ffice  o f  
th e  W elfare S e c tio n , The evacuee a tto rn e y  in  charge handled a 
wide v a r ie ty  o f  p e rso n a l le g a l  problems fo r  r e s id e n ts ,  la rg e ly  
by correspondence• Upon th e  a r r i v a l  c f  a P ro je c t A tto rney  on 
November 23, th e  l e g a l  s t a f f  was expanded to  inc lude  four law­
y e r s ,  an insu rance  c o u n se llo r , a n o ta ry  and f iv e  s e c r e t a r i e s , 
Thousands o f  in d iv id u a l assignm ents have been handled fo r  r e ­
s id e n ts  by tho  Legal D iv is io n  in c lu d in g  ta x  problem s, in s u r ­
ance ç is im s , e s t a t e s ,  w i l l s , g en era l and s p e c ia l  l ic e n se  ques­
t io n s ,  s o c ia l  s e c u r i ty  and un employment c la im s, im m igration , 
dom estic r e la t io n s  and r e n t  c o n tro l m a tte rs  and p ro p e rty  pro­
blems o f  every  c h a r a c te r .  Innum erable le g a l  documents hive 
been p rep a red , executed and acjcnowledged before* a n o ta ry  in  
th e  p ro je c t  law o f f i c e s .  S o m e  tr a n s a c tio n s  have involved 
la rg o  sums ran g in g  to  over a q u a r te r  o f a m il l io n  d o l l a r s .  In  
a d d itio n  to  p e rso n a l m a tte rs  th e  Legal D iv is io n  has rendered  
s e rv ic e s  in  connection  w ith  community problem s. Such se rv ic e s  
in c lu d e  a id  in  n e g o tia t in g  th e  camouflage fa c to ry  c o n tra c ts ,  
in  th e  e stab lish m en t o f  a community t r u s t  fund , in  the in c o r­
p o ra tio n  o f  the  C ooperative and in  the d ra f t in g  o f a c o n s t i tu ­
t io n  fo r  th e  self-governm ent o f  tho  community. The Legal Di­
v is io n  has a lso  boon re sp o n s ib le  fo r  a l l  le g a l  advice and a s -  
is ta n c a  to  the  A d m in is tra tio n  p e r ta in in g  to  Governmental* coi­
t io n  in  th e  o p e ra tio n s  o f th e  G en ter.

Two a tto rn e y s  on th e  s t a f f  v o lu n tee red  fo r  Army s e rv ic e  
and e re  new in  t r a in in g .  Three s e c r e ta r ie s  have d ep arted  on 
in d e f in i te  le a v e .

Although i t  i s  the  sm a lle s t d iv is io n  o f tho A dm inistra­
t io n ,  tho Legal D iv ision  has m ain ta ined  h igh  s tan d a rd s  o f  s e r ­
v ice  to  th e  community and deserves th e  confidence o f a l l  who 
seek i t s  a id .



When evacuees a r r iv e d  here l a s t  y e a r , th ey  had l e f t  be­
hind th e i r  houses, fa  urns, e a r s ,  equipment and p e rso n a l belong­
in g s—o fte n  w ithout p lans o r p ro v is io n  fo r  t h e i r  c a re , raa in te - 
nance or d is p o s a l . For in  th e  ru sh  and confusion o f  p re -ev a­
c u a tio n  days, many cou ld  not p ro p e rly  s e t t l e  t h e i r  p ro p e rty  
problem s. They h a s t i ly  so ld , le a s e d , gave, s to re d , or ju s t  
p la in  l e f t  t h e i r  b e lo n g in g s .

To the Evacuee P ro p e rty  D iv ision  came the b ig  job  of see ­
in g  th a t  seme belongings- reached t h e i r  owners^ c f  s o i l in g  
those  th a t  should bo s o ld ,  and ef s tra ig h te n in g  out improper 
c o n tra c ts  and l e a s e s .  In  f a c t ,  tbs* ta s k  was to  p ick  up the  
p iece s  and so lv e  a crossw ord puuzle th a t  s t a r t s  from the  west 
c o as t and fo llow s escii evacuee eastw ard  u n t i l  he i s  re lo c a te d .

At th e  end o f  I larch , 194?, w ith  th e  a r r iv a l  o f  an Evacuee 
P ro p erty  O ffice r ,-  the v a rio u s  problems r e l a t i n g  to  p ro p e rty  o f  
th e  rosid - v t3 o f th e  C enter were coo rd ina ted  in  one adm inis­
t r a t i v e  s e c t io n .  Almost im m ediately a survey of farm and au­
tom otive equipment l e f t  on th e  west co as t was undertaken and 
com pleted, and numerous advantageous s a le s  were n e g o tia te d  on 
b e h a lf  of ow ners. Many hundreds o f re q u e s ts  fo r  th e  s to rag e  
and tra n s p o r ta t io n  o f p e rso n a l and commercial p ro p e rty  o f  r e ­
s id e n ts  have been p rocessed  by th e  p ro p e rty  o f f i c e ,  la rg e ly  
w ithou t c o s t to  th e  ow ners. Numerous problem s d ea lin g  w ith  
s a le s ,  le a s e s  and management o f  r e a l  e s t a t e , s a le s  o f  person­
a l t y ,  c o lle c t io n  o f  c laim s and p ro te c tio n  of p ro p e r tie s  a -  
g a in s t lo s s  o r damage have been handled by th e  p ro p e rty  o f­
f i c e .  Tho volume c f  work o f th i s  office is  c o n s ta n tly  in c re a s ­
ing  as th e  community le a rn s  tho im portance and v a r ie ty  of th e  
se rv ic e s  which i t  re n d e rs .



Much o f the convenience and the  snooth o p e ra tio n  o f t h i s  
c e n te r  i s  dependent on the  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  D iv is io n , The d iv i ­
s io n  has charge of th e  in ter-cam p bus l i n e ,  motor convoys to  
and from ra i lh e a d s ,  mess supply d e liv e ry , garbage d is p o s a l , 
ambulance s e r v ic e ,  and t r a n s p o r ta t io n  needs fo r  th e  farm , pub­
l i c  w orks, e t c .

Many workers such as th e  m ilk  and ic e  deliverym en arid 
o th e r  e s s e n t ia l  crews work overtim e and i r r e g u la r  hours to  
srtin ly  th e  camp n eed s ,

EIRE DEPARTMENT
With .th e  excep tion  o f a few minor f i r o s ,  t h i s  c an to r lias 

.pot had any c o n f la g ra tio n  n e c e s s i ta t in g  th o  use c f  th e  pump 
wagon«. The f i r e  department- i s  to  be commondod on th e  v ig i ­
la n c e  o f  th o  in sp e c to rs  and or t h e i r  cducatihg  the? p u b lic  to  
recogn ize  and remove f i r e  hazards*

The f i r e  departm ent i s  headed by e C aucasian f i r e  c h ie f  
and h is  th re e  a s s i s t a n t s ,  two in  Canal and one in  B u tte , end 
s ta f f e d  by a re s id e n t  perso n n el o f  66 men. T h ir ty - f iv e  o f  
th e se  a re  in  B u tte  d iv id ed  as fo llo w s: one re s id e n t  c h ie f ,  
one s e c re ta ry ,  s ix  f i r e  in s p e c to rs , and 27 firem en grouped in ­
to  th re e  p la to o n s  o f  n ine men each* The rem aining 31 men a re  
s ta t io n e d  a t  Canal and d iv id ed  s im ila r ly  as  fo llo w s: one r e ­
s id e n t c h ie f ,  th re e  f i r e  in s p e c to rs ,  and 27 firem en .

The n in e  f i r e  in sp e c to rs  comprise th e  f i r e  p rev en tio n  bu­
re a u , These in sp e c to rs  make th e  rounds o f  th e  camps in sp e c t­
in g  th e  f i r e  e x tin g u ish e rs  on each barrack  end inform ing th e  
people o f  f i r e  hazards*

F ire  departm ent equipment in  G ila  c o n s is ts  o f two f i r e  
en g in es , one in  Canal and th e  o th e r  in  B u tte , each equipped 
w ith  a 500 g a llo n  p e r m inute t r i p l e  com bination pump.

In  a d d itio n  to  r e g u la r  firem en th e re  a re  approxim ately  
500 v o lu n te e rs .



Vague w hisparings o f a re se ttle m e n t program f i r s t  made 
th e  rounds among th e  evacuees i n  th e  assem bly c e n te r s .  Prosh— 
Xy shorn o f t h e i r  l i b e r t y ,  the  evacuees a t  th a t  time would 
have se ized  any p o s s ib i l i ty  fo r  re s e t t le m e n t .  However, except 
fo r  the  group w ork-leaves and th e  s tu d en t re lo c a tio n  xerogram, 
th e  tim e had no t y e t come. J u s t  o rgan ized  was tb s now fe d e ra l  
agency, th e  WRA. I t  had y e t  to  tak e  i t s  f i r s t  u n c e r ta in  s te p s  
toward gu id ing  th e  d e s t in ie s  o f 110,000 in d iv id u a ls .

Months s l id  by, and by m id-October th e  assembly c en te rs  
had been depopulated . The WRA la d  been in  e x is ten c e  fo r e ig h t 
months, and fo r  over th re e  of th o se  e ig h t i t  had been d e a lin g  
w ith  evacuees in  the  re lo c a t io n  c e n te rs .  A d e f in i te  s ta tem en t 
o f p o lic y , c le a r ly  d e f in e d , was due.

I t  coma—th e  f i r s t  p u b lic  announcement—o n .TTovembor 18, 
1942, b e fo re  a mooting o f  R iver. 1 councilman and block man­
a g e rs .  The d ire c to r  s a id  th a t t i p  IRA’ s whole p o lic y 'an d  p ro ­
gram would be aimed, tow ards the re s e ttle m e n t o f  a s  many ova- 
cueos as p o ss ib le  d u rin g  th e  war*

Thousands nado a p p l ic a t io n s .  They saw tho lo g ic  o f r e ­
s e tt le m e n t, and the f u t i l i t y  o f a dead-end e x is te n c e . Then 
they  w a ited —a month, two m onths. In  th e  m idst of t h i s  d is ­
couragem ent, th e  new y ear r o l le d  around .

B ut, d e sp ite  the  su rface  appearance, the  WRA bad been 
busy . I t  had f i r s t  to  g ear i t s  m achinery to  the, new program 
and then  prepare  Mid-Western communities f o r  th e  accep tance  o f  
new people who would appear a l ie n  to  them.

Not u n t i l  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  c f  March d id  job o f f e r s  come in  
s u f f ic ie n t  q u a n t i t ie s  fo r  th e  program to  gpt under way. From 
March 28 through June 10 , '788 re s id e n ts  (o f whom.552 went on 
in d e f in i te  leav es) found new homes away from th e  c e n te r ,  an 
average o f  71 p e r week.

Through re c e n t m onths, th e  problems and th e  necessary  
p o l ic ie s  fo r  & su cc e ss fu l re s e tt le m e n t have come in to  c le a re r  
fo c u s . The e a r ly  e s tim a te  of the  number o f people th a t  must 
be r e s e t t l e d  before  th e  end o f war has been in c reased  and p o l­
ic i e s  have been -n o d ju sted  to  t h i s  end . P ro v is io n  was made



fo r  cash  ‘tra v e l and tempox*ary su b s is te n c e  g ra n ts  when i t  was 
found th a t  most re s id e n ts  were n o t f in a n c ia l ly  ab le  to  meet 
th e se  i n i t i a l  expenses o f  re se ttle m e n t*  More emphasis has 
been p laced  on lo c a t in g  the  r i g h t  person  fo r  th e  r ig h t  jo b . A 
leave  committee has been s e t  up and each a p p lic a n t fo r  le av e  
i s  to  appear be fo re  i t .  The purpose is  to  determ ine w hether 
th e  job  o f f e r  g iv es  promi O0 o f  su c c e ss fu l r e lo c a t io n  and whe­
th e r  th e  a p p l ic a n t ,  as a r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  h is  r a c e ,  w i l l  in ­
c re a se  th e  o p p o r tu n i tie s  f o r  people o f  Japanese an ce s try  to  be 
welcceosd in  communities on th e  o u ts id e .  R esettlem en t o f  fam­
i l y  groups i s  commanding more a t t e n t io n .  Housing i s  an o th er 
problem  which i s  now considered  im p o rtan t.

In  s h o r t ,  i t  has developed th a t  su c c e ss fu l re s e ttle m e n t 
invo lves more th a n  job  o f f e r s  and leave  c le a ra n c e . Economic 
- ta tu s ,  s o c ia l  problems and in d iv id u a l a b i l i t i e s  a re  p o te n t ia l  
fa c to r 's  *

T hat most evacuees c a re fu l ly  weigh th e se  f a c to r s  and a lso  
ev a lu a te  t h e i r  own c a p a b i l i t i e s  r e f l e c t  a sounder a t t i t u d e .  
They have made many ad justm en ts  in  th e  p a s t y ea r and no lo n g er 
a re  su b je c t to  th e  rash n ess  o f  'em otional re sp o n ses  which cnce 
would have prompted them to  r e lo c a te  h u r r ie d ly  w ith  l e s s  
chance o f  success and permanency.

There i s  some pessim ism  and th e re  a re  some f a i l u r e s .  But 
th e  tre n d  o f  th e  program and the fe e l in g  o f  th e  people in d i­
c a te  th a t  p o l ic ie s  fo r  re s e ttle m e n t a re  sound.



GI LA RIVER RE LO C A T IO N  
C E N T E R  AT A GLANCE
Nomo:
L ocation :

p o st O ffice : 
Aro a :

C lim ate:

population:
E ducation:

R e lig io n :

H o s p i ta l•

Red C ross:
In te rn a l  S e c u rity :

P ire  Department: 
A g ric u ltu re :

Housing:
Mess & Supply:
Cammunity E nterp r is o s :

In d u s try :

G ila  R iv er R eloca tion  C enter 
Pima In d ian  R ese rv a tio n , so u th -c e n tra l  
p a r t  o f  P in a l County, A rizona 
R iv e rs , Arizona „
Gross a re a . 16,467 a c re s ;  ready . t e r  
a g r ic u l tu r a l  use 6,977 a c re s ;  now in- 
v eg e tab le s  , approxim ately  700 a c r e s .  
Average r a i n f a l l  10 inches a y o u r ; . 
summer long  and h o t , w in te r  s h o r t and 
ra id *  Tem perature range 20° to  117° 
above z e ro .
12,356 a s  o f  J u ly  10 , 1943 
N ursery , K in d e rg a rten , E lem entary, 
High and A dult S chool, a tten d an ce  a p -  
p rox irie t i y  4,000*
Euddhis :■ C h r is tia n  27 *55», and n o t
d esi gnats d 17.5% •
One a t  B utte- and one in ’ C anal,274 
beds combined• ■
Canal U nit an d .B u tte  U nit
Evacuee 74, Caucasian 4 , as  o f May,
1943.
66 R egulars and 499 V olun teers 
F is c a l  y ea r ending Juno 1944—to  bo 
produced and used on C en ter, 8 , 60b,COO 
lb s ;  t ’o be shipped to  o th e r c e n te rs ,  
7 ,018,000 lb s .
B utte  59 b lo ck s, Canal 17 blocks 
56 k itch en s  and mess h a l l s .
3 can teen s, 2 dry goods s to r e s ,  2 shoe 
s to r e s ,  2 shoe r e p a i r ,  2 beauty  shops, 
2 b a rb e r shops and 1 m iscellaneous r e ­
p a i r  shop.
Model sh ip  b u ild in g  w ith  25 w orkers, 
camouflage not fa c to ry  which he d 600 
w orkers, and a dehydra ting  p la n t .
B utte  201, Car.al 171 on Ju ly  16, 1943.Ü.S. Servicemen:



In  ^hose m-ocedinp; pages we may look  ow n our l i f e  in  
bare  f a c tu a l  o u tl in e  a s  we ha to l iv e d  i t  fo r  a y ear here in  
G ila* The book le t has p ic tu re d  none o f  th a t  f i r s t  su rge  o f  
b i t t e r n e s s ,  the f r u s t r a t i o n ,  tho  d iscouragem ent. N e ith e r  docs 
i t  t o l l  of the g radua l change, s p i r i t u a l  and p sy ch o lo g ica l to  
which most of us have boon s u b je c t .  But i t  i s  on encouraging 
re c o rd  as i t  re v e a ls  th a t  wo never e n t i r e ly  lo s t  f a i t h ,  never 
com pletely  gave up in  th e  face  c f  wliat appeared a hopol e s s  
s i t u a t io n .  In  th a t  ' year. as. the  bo o k le t r e l a t e s  th rough  i t s  
im personal, f a c tu a l  d a ta , p ro g ress  has been achieved in  many

__convincing  te s t im o n ia l  th a t  we re ta in e d  hope, found th a t
th e re  was much- to  l iv e  f o r ,  d iscovered  i n t e r e s t  in  an un­
f a m il ia r  lend*

Ju ly  SO, 1943 i s  t o le r a b le .  We have w eathered t h e - f i r s t  
snd th e  most d i f f i c u l t  y e a r .  We have wrung from a sage-cover­
ed w aste land  a measure of p n y s ica l s a t i s f a c t io n  and sp -j-ritual 
com fort *

Out o f  th e  sag e -lan d  sprang a new com aunity, l iv in g  and 
b re a th in g  a s p i r i t  th a t  i s  i t s  own, b u i l t  out o f  th e  p a s t  ex­
p e rien ce  o f over 13,000 l i v e s ,  b u i l t  in  th e  ru in s  o f evacua­
t i o n ,  b u i l t  from a s tre n g th  and purpose which in e x p lic a b ly  in ­
fu sed  tho g roup . In  t h a t  community we have b u i l t  homes ou t o f  
bare unadorned b a rra c k s , have made now f r ie n d s ,  b e a u ti f ie d  th e  
grounds, have made f a r  o u rse lv es  a new l i f e *  We a re  r i g h t f u l ­
l y  proud of th i s  achievem ent*

But th e  very  n a tu re  o f  the  community—impermanent, b u i l t  
to  house a people d is lo c a te d  ,by th e  war, away from th e  mad, 
but r e a l ,  tu rb u len ce  o f wartime l i f e ,  away from th e  h e a lth y  
c u rre n ts  o f  a  new world which ax*e now sweeping the g lobe—has 
s e t  l im ita t io n s  on i t s  grow th.

T h is  f a c t  gave its a f e e l in g  th a t  th is  period  o f  our l iv e s  
could n o t give us f u l l  grow th. Continued p ro sp e c t o f  being 
is o la te d  here f o r  th e  d u ra tio n  while the  world s u f fe re d  i t s  
h o r r ib le  p a in s  o f  w ar would- have sen t many o f us to  depths o f 
d e sp a ir  and hep 'lo ssn e ss  from which we xaignt no t have been
able ic  re g a in  a now p e rs p e c tiv e .

But today we a re  not w ith o u t c a p a c ity  *-be second r e —



estab lish m en t o f our l i v e s ,  because th e  p a s t y ea r has brought 
Tilth i t  developments which have given us a new le a s e  on l i f e  
a le a s e  which appears more secu re  th an  any we had in  our p a s t  
l i f e .  The developm ents wero: 1 .  Tbrraation o f th e  r e s e t t l e ­
ment program; 2 . Beacceptance o f  n i s e i  in to  th e  armed fo rc e s ; 
3 . Assurance th a t  American le a d e rs  b e lie v e  th e  m a jo rity  o f us 
a re  lo y a l ;  4 .  S tatem ents th a t  race cannot become th e  main i s ­
sue o f  th e  w ar.

A lready over a thousand of us have shown our f a i t h  by re ­
lo c a t in g .  JThere have been a few d iscourag ing  exp erien ces, but 
over 90% o f th o se  who have gene out have made su ccessfu l ad­
ju stm en ts on th e  o u ts id e . Thousands more a re  w a itin g  for th e  
r ig h t  job end th e  r ig h t  tim e to  fo llow  th e  le a d  o f  those who 
a re  "b reak ing  ground" fo r u s .

With a reawakened hope we a r e ,  th e n , on t h i s  Ju ly  20, a 
y ear f i iw r  our adven t h a re , lo o k in g  to  th e  tim e when we can 
f in d  a measure o f  th e  l i b e r t y  which we have so so re ly  m issed . 
Like a l l  America and the e n t i r e  war-weary w orld , we look  w ith 
even g re a te r  hunger to  th e  tim e when peace w ill  bo w ith  u s .



- We wish to  thank th o se  who by gen- ^
<£ e ro u s ly  g iv in g  t h e i r  t i n e  and e f f o r t  \  

made th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  t h i s  l i t t l e  
book le t po ssib le* . The m a te r ia l  has r n  
been ga th ered , compiled and p r in te d  h> 
wi tn  th e  hope th a t  i t  nay be o f  i n t e r —

*—*' e s t  to  the  r e s id e n ts —th e  people who 7 ^
—  w ith in  one y e a r  have made o f  R iv ers  a 
ŝ9  community in  which th ey  r i g h t f u l ly  may ^> 

have c iv ic  p rid e*
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