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Honorable Robert W, Kenny
Attorney General of California
State Building

San Francisco 2, California

Dear Mr, Kenny:

At General Pratt's direction, I am enclosing a copy
of the report submitted to him following the Santa Ana
tI‘ip.

Sincerely yours,

olong¢l, CAC
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MIMORANDUE TOs Commanding General

FROY t Colonsl John T. Geary
Lts Colonel lyle E. Cook

SUBJYECT Report on Interviews in Sants Ana, Celiforaia

on 16 My 1945, the sbove naned officers procecded froa $he
Fresidio of San Framcisco to Santa Ans, county seat of Grange
County, Califomia, for the purpose of garrying out the verbal
instructions of the Commanding Gensrel. The following report is
subnitteds

1. Ve firet called upon Shariff JEoSE ELLIOTT. v, ELLIOTT
has been sheriff of Orangs County for the past eight years and is
& welleinformed and influential figuwre in this locality. Sheriff
ALIOTT sdvised us that while there wes opposition to the retwrn
of the Japanese evacuees to Orange Uounty, there was little, if
any, roal bitternese agninet then., Ho seid thet he knew of mo
gttempts having been nade to offer physieal viclence to their
persons or property.

2¢ Theriff ELLIOIT iaformed us that he was frying through
his orgmnization o give protection to all persons in the comty,
regardleas of race., He seid that District Attorney Devis of Crange
County hes advised him shat he 1s anxious %o offard sll possible
legal protection to the retwraing evacuses., He said that =0 far
s he knew, only fifteen or twenty of these evsouees hed returned
to Orange County up %o the present time, out of & total Japansse
population before the war of sbout 1000, He said that he had
loarncd of sose groups of Ceucsalans within the county who hed
staged a campalgn of verbsl intimideation egeinst the retwaing
evacuees and that he had investigated the circumstances very care-
fully. He balieves that these groups are well edvised from s lessl
standpoint and are confining themselves to such sotions and statew
ments as would not involve thes ia eriminal prosecution. For exsaples
Cae of their mmber goes to eall wpon a Jepenese and tells him how
gled he 1s %o see him agein., He then asks him how long he plens to
rensin. When the reply comes that he plans to remsin perasnently,
the visitor shakes his head and says, *Oh, T wvouldn't do Shat. Sone
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of the people here in the ceounty are planning trouble for you
Japanseet, The visitor goes amay and in a little while another
member of the committes galls and repeata this performances The
result is that an atmosphore of fear is thus built up. Sheriff
BLLIOTT says thet this sort of thing is wvery Aifficult %o cops
with end that so far, there have been no prosecutions beesnse of
the lsek of evidense to securs @ coaviction,

e The Sheriff told us that he had conducted e parsonal
gampeign to dlsecurage enti-Japensse litereature and to induwee owners
of penny-ercade shooting gelleries to remove Japanese faces from the
targets. - He foels that in this wey he may keep down the cause of
friction and aveid vielenes end discrder. He feels that if a case
ahould arise ia the county warranting prosecution, it would be very
alfficult o obtala a Jwy whieh would reader a verdict convieting
Causaalans: He sald one onse had arisen in Orange County involving
a Filipinoe and a person of Jepanose sncestry. He sald thed the first
reports wore that the Fllipino had asseulted a young Japanese soldier,
by the neae of Matsude, with a monkey wrench. The story reached the
aewspepers in en exaggwrated furg and received unalionwlde abiention
by the press. Investigaiion by his office dlsclosed that the diffie
culty arcse between neigibors out in the farnling coammniby of Talbob
bt he hed been unsbdle to find eny evidense of attual or thareatened
violenee, hewspaper reporis to the coairary, 4(3&‘_:1i.}s._f;axmlia;;, @
sald thet he callod the soldier and his siater into his office and
explained the whole situstion to them and thadt they appeered to be
satisrled that his offiece had done everything possible,

be Shoriff LLLIOTT expressed himsell somevhat eritieally
of the ¥.B.A: Ho wishes that the loeal representative would be mors
cooperative with local law enforsenent officers, He sald thet he
had requested the loeal regyresentative to centact his office in the
maiter of the returning Jopensse, giving him thelr naes and property
location. He feels that by working together they would be able $o
fron out many of the problems of resettlement, He said this was not
a goueral eriticism of the W.N.Ae Decauss ho understood thaet in other
comnunities sueh arrangesents had been made. In Santa Ana, however,
he said that the W.R.A. repressatative has told him thet he should
{nstitute a ecaupaign of "belittling® the oppoments of the retwmn of
the svacuses, whieh policy he feels would be very bed for a law one
forcemant officer to adopte Mr. ELLIOP seid he wished that there
were leas mewspaper agitation. He complained that miner inclidents
were nagnified by the press., He eited instances of returning Japanese
attompting to regein possession of property whith they owned., Some«
times their properdty is currently occupied by a war worker or a
seldier's Tanily. These itens reach the nowspapor and, regardleass
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of the legal merits, tend to arouse strong feeling sgainst the
Jepanese. He says that he sometimes fears that these relatively
small and unimportant incidents may, as & result of amplification
by the newspapers, result in some type of *vigilente® action.

5+ We told Sheriff BLLIOFT of the interest which the Army had
in the problem of the returning Jupanese and he said that he appre-
ciated very much our faking the time to call upon him., He said
that he desired to cooperate with the military authorities in every
way and had hed frequent contaet with Army and Nevy Intellisence
officers cperating in Southern Cal ifornia. He received us very
c¢ardially and spent about an hour in diseussion with us, We cone
cluded that he is earnestly and sincerely trying to deal with the
situation in Orange County and that he is not only prepared to
make arrests and prefer charges against violetors of the peace in
these matters, but is trying to head off and eliminste the cause
of friction before sny overt acts are comanitted.

6, Ve next called upon Mr, R. C, HOILES, editor of the Sante
Ana Register. The Santa Ans Reglster is an old-time newspapér in
CGrangs County and has a circulation of between 10,000 and 15,000,
It hes been owned and edited by Mr. HOILES for the past 10 years,
i, HOILES advised us that his paper has given more suppert to the
returning Japenese then any other in the state., He said that he
felt very strangly on the subject of racial tolerance and that,
regardless of publie criticism in the community, his newspaper was
pursuing that objective.

T+ Mr. HOILES told us of a speech which had recently been
made in Santa Ana by a returning Army officer in which he had given
high praise to the Japenese~American soldiers in the Buropean theatre
and had strongly eriticized the attitude of many imericans at home
in their refusal to give proper recognition to the saerificies mede
by the Japansse~imerican soldiers. Mr. HOILES said that he wished
fhe Army would send out more speakers of this type. He feels thot
they will be listensd to respecifully and cannot be succossfully
challenged by the *"Jap baiters®. Mr. HMOILZS stated that he felt
that if a large group of the middle cless of the population was
properly influenced, the effect of the small minority which oproses
the retwraing Jepanese evacuees, because of economic and other reasons,
would be neutralized. He feels that law enforecement officials would
be spurred to greater sction if they felt that thelr efforts were
golng to receive encouragement from a lerge slement of the population,
He feels that it is a relatively small group which is making all the
noise® in criticism of the relocation program and thet this group is
composed of those with economie interests to be served and a few
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othars who approve of racial diseriminetion. He fesls that this
small group should not be allowed to gain the upper hand in publie
opinion on this question.

8. The ifmpression which =0 ganined from these interviews is
that reports of disorder in Orangs County have been considerably
exaggerated., It may be that the return of only fifteen or twenty
Japanese 1s a result of a carefully plenned campaign to discourage
or intimidate them but it 1s, neverthwless, apperent that there mre
fower opportunities for vioclense in view of the small nuabers who
are actually in the county. The attitude of the newspeper editor
and the sheriff indicates that scis of violanece will be discomraged
and that there is no present danger of a broak down of law enforcee
ment 4n this ocunty.

JOHN T, GEARY e
jolotel, CAG

i Be COOK
Lts 0010-1\.«1. JAGD
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13 August 1945

MEMORANDUM T0: Commanding General
FROM : Colonel John T, Geary |
Lt. Colonel Lyle E. Cook

SUBJECT Report on Meeting at Visalia

On 9 August 1945, the above named orficers proceeded from the
Presidio of San Francisco to Visalia, Tulare County, California, for
the purpose of carrying out the verbal instructions of the Commanding
General. The following report is submitted:

1. By previous arrangement with Mr. A. B. BOSWELL we met with
representatives of the comminities of Ivanhoe and Woodlake in the
office of Mr. J, A, CHASE in Visalia at 0900, 10 August. Spokesmen
for this group were Mr. BOSWELL and Mr, E. B. HOMER,

2. Ve asked Mr. BOSWEIL to begin the interview by stating to
us the questions which were dominant in the minds of his group. He
stated frankly that the farmers of Tulare County do not want former
Japanese residents to return there to resume farming operations. Their
opposition, he said, is based on their view that the Japanese doc not
make good citizens and that they will not cooperate with Caucasians in
farming and marketing poli¢ies and are a constant threat to the American
standard of living because of their praetices in selling their products
for lower prices than white men mist obtain inm order to operate at a
profit. He stated that the Japanese multiply rapidly and that the
farmers feel they will eventually be out-numbered if the Japanese are
permitted to resettle now. They fear, he said, that there will be a
problem similar to the negro situation in the south, if prompt action
is not taken at this time. The Tulare County farmers, he said, do not
believe that any of the Japanese are loyal to the United States but
prefer the ways of life practiced in Japan.

There was no suggestion that local opposition was based on a fear
that the Japanese were engaged or would engage in practices tending to
endanger the military security of the Pacific Coast.
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3. Ve then explained to the committee the Army's function with
reference to Japanese ovacuation. %We called attention to the receant
pross release of the Commanding General and explained the misszion of
this headouarters with reference to the protection of the Facifio
coastal area asainst enemy action, Ve tried to make it very clear $o
this group that the Army 4id not and eould not base its evacsuation of
persons of Japanese ancestry on any other consideration than milisary
necessity. We stated that with military necossity as a eriterion the
Army could not legally contime the exolusion of any person from this
area once the danger from his presence ceased to exist, Ve 5old theam
frankly that they would have to look to some agency other than the Aray
or ".Rele %o bring about the permanent exelusion of their unwanted
neighbors.

4+ Our explanation of the situation appeared to be satisfastory
to those with whom we talked. Mr. BOSWELL said that they had already
prepared a petition to Congress asking for arthority to take a vote by
comminities on the question of permitting anwanted persons to reside
in thelir midst., Mr. CHASE, who is an attornay, stated that he had
advised the group that their only hope for ramedial astion rested with
Congress and that it would probably regiire a eonstitutional emendment.
We advised them that that was a matter entirely out of our sphere and
cne about whieh their own counsel should advise them,

Mir. BOSVELL stated that they had al) teken an ocath to refrain fram
viclence and to procseed in an orderly and legal fashion. He and his
associates appeared to be honest, forthright and intelligent gentlemen,
astrong in their desire to be rid of the Japanese elements in their
coasmaliy, but desirous of awwiding viclente -~ at least so far as they,
personally, are goncerned.

5« The members of the group expressed their appreciation for our
visit and stated that they had a better idea of the Amay's responsibilities
than before. Ve noted no tendeney toward argimentative or contentious
disposition on thelr part and the meeting was marked by a frisandly and
hospltable atmosphere. We did not attempt to dissuade these gentlemen
from thelr racial prejudices. Such was not our mission, and in any event
would obviously have been futiles They are detemined in their purposes
bat are not unreasonable about the Army's action. They had hoped that
the Army might provide a solution to their problem, but were neither
disgruntled nor discouraged by what we told them,




Commanding General

[ J30RN T. GEARY
Colonel, CAC

LYLE E. COCK
L. Colonel, JAGD




