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fAijtl M. C0LLXM3 
Attorney at Lav 

Mill« Tower, 220 Bush Street 
Ban Francisco A* California

UCiT*di*Ju£je~4L> '

/ 9 ¥■&-¥*?

I an not positive that additional parties ©an he Joined 
to the renunciation eases inasmuch as the interlocutory judg- 
sent was signed by the Judge and filed on September 2?, 19A8.

flowever, before that Judgment becomes final about febmary 
*5» Z-9%9* it may be possible to loin additional persons If 
the government does not object thereto. Consequently, X shell 
Include your name in a subsequent motion to be made to the 
court for inclusion and, If not, you will be Included in a new 
mass suit to be filed. I will need to have the following in» 
formation IMMEDIATELY.

1. Full name, Including middle name {also maiden name, 
if married woman).

2. Bate of birth.

A.
5.
6 .

Place of birth.
Place and approximate time of renunciation.
Marne under which you renounced your cltigansfalp«
Whether or not you received a letter from the Attorney 
General approving your renunciation. If you have such 
a letter in your possession, please forward It to me 
immediately.

Very truly youre,
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Dear
At this time we wish to bring forth to each and everyone of more than 5,000 parties plaintiff 

in consolidated suit No. 25294, filed December 13, 1945, in the U. S. District Court in San Fran­
cisco, the accomplishments that were realized through the untiring effort of our attorney, Wayne
M. Collins of San Francisco.

As you may already be aware of, U. S. District Judge Louis E. Goodman on April 29, 1948, 
filed his written opinion in the case cancelling the renunciations and restoring citizenship to all the 
Nisei plaintiffs on the ground they were caused by duress. However, the defendants were given 120 
days within which, in good faith, they may designate any particular plaintiffs against whom they 
might wish to present additional evidence, if  they can, but placed the burden o f proof upon the 
defendants to demonstrate the renunciations of any such designated persons were free and volun­
tary and in no wise the product of the duress in which they were held and to which they were sub­
jected.

The accomplishment as cited above cannot merely be expressed in words, but it was a tough up­
hill battle for three years, and waged single-handedly by Mr. Collins.

The committee has been brought aware of the situation where the original fund collected at 
Tule Lake has just about been expended. The long battle, which has already consumed more than 
three years, not only has been a difficult one, but a costly one. Although Mr. Collins has unsel­
fishly devoted his full time to our cause, he has not received a single penny for his own welfare 
from this fund.

Also, we are aware o f the situation where the government may at their decision designate some 
or many o f the persons within the prescribed limit of 120 days. W e also are aware of the situation 
where the government may appeal the decision to the higher courts. Under such circumstances we 
shall be terribly handicapped by the lack o f fund. Therefore, being aware o f such a situation we 
have reactivated the original Defense Committee to raise the additional fund in order to meet any 
future events.

The Defense Committee in their recent meeting decided that all renunciants in this suit should 
fulfill their original pledge o f $100.00. The post-camp days have materially improved the economic 
status o f each renunciant, and we feel it is only fair and just that each be assessed the similar amount. 
The collection of this fund will assure us the protection of our victory, as well as finding some way 
of remunerating our attorney for services heretofore rendered.

Inasmuch as the labor and expense involved to collect the fund will be prohibitive, we appeal 
to you by mail so that you may respond by mailing your remittances to our office at Room 302, 117
N . San Pedro Street, Los Angeles 12, California. W e ask your cooperation in this matter by mail­
ing all remittances payable to Wayne M. Collins.

By way of reminder your total contribution heretofore has been $........................... leaving a total

at the Bism§r»kk Internment Camp« We shall ap̂  
informing us of your contributions and remitting to us 
whatever balance due from the original pledge of $100*00*

balance of $.
V ery truly yours,

TULE LAKE DEFEN
P*S* We are unable to locate the individual

T * N a k a m u r a
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January 21, 1949

Dear
A t this time we wish to announce to each and everyone of more than 1,500 parties plaintiff, residing 

in Japan, in consolidated suit No. 25294, filed December 13, 1945, in the U. S. District Court in San Fran­
cisco, the accomplishments that were realized through the untiring effort of our attorney, Wayne M. Collins 
of San Francisco.

As you may already know, U. S. District Judge Louis E. Goodman on September 27, 1948, signed an 
interlocutory decree in the case cancelling the renunciations and restoring citizenship to all the Nisei plain­
tiffs on the ground they were caused by duress. However, the defendants were given 120 days within which, 
in good faith, they may designate any particular plaintiffs against whom they might wish to present addi­
tional evidence, if they can, but placed the burden of proof upon the defendants to demonstrate the renun­
ciations o f any such designated persons were free and voluntary and in no wise the product of the duress in 
which they were held and to which they were subjected.

The accomplishment as cited above cannot merely be expressed in words, but it was a tough uphill 
battle waged single-handedly by Mr. Collins for three years.

The committee wishes to inform you that the original fund collected at Tule Lake has just about been 
expended. The long battle, which has already consumed more than three years, not only has been a diffi­
cult one, but a costly one. Although Mr. Collins has unselfishly devoted his full time to our cause, he has 
not received a single penny for his own welfare from this fund.

Also, we realize that the government may at its election designate some or many of the persons within 
the prescribed limit of 120 days for individual hearings. We also are aware that the government may 
appeal the decision to the higher courts. Under such circumstances we shall be terribly handicapped by the 
lack of funds.

Realizing the necessity of raising additional funds, the Tule Lake Defense Committee was reactivated for 
the purpose of protecting the whole group so that the burden of financing the hearings o f those designated for 
individual hearings will not fall on any individual person. We felt that very few persons would be able to 
pay the sum of $1,500 which is the approximate figure for each individual trial.

We have tried our utmost to protect all the plaintiffs in Japan, by canvassing all the plaintiffs in this 
country. However, the results are very disappointing, and we feel that the burden of financing each single 
hearing should be borne by the whole group. We realize the hardship condition you are now undergoing, 
but we ask your cooperation in contacting your friends or relatives in the United States to contribute the sum 
of $100 per person as a retainer.

As long as we have funds to continue the case we will continue to protect all the persons in the suit, 
but we have arrived at a financial position where we cannot do the impossible.

We regret that we have to inform you of these facts, but the committee felt that it was its duty to 
inform you of the danger to our case due to the lack of funds.

We shall appreciate your taking immediate steps to communicate with your friends or relatives in the 
United States, and we beg that your representatives make direct contact with our office at Room 302, 117 N . 
San Pedro Street, Los Angeles 12, California, to make a contribution to the common cause.

Very truly yours,

Tetsujiro Nakamura
Tule Lake Defense Committee

P. S. We expect one of our committee men to be in Japan in March at which time you can consult him.



^^1
COMMITTEE COMMITTEE

V. H O N D A
Y K A K U  
T . K O N O  
J. K IM U R A
Y  K lY O H IR O  
K M A T S U O K A  
1. N A M E K A W A  
T . N A K A M U R A  
H . O K IT A

T U L E  L A K E  D E F E N S E  C O M M I T T E E
Room 302,117 N orth San  Pedro Street

T . O B A T A K E  
M . S A K A K I 
Y .S H IB A T A  
I S H IM IZ U

Los Angeles 12, California 
M ichigan 93/tf 4728

fmmmrnwf ft &f4§
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¡dear Sir:

irector of the Tule Lake Defense Committee held 
connection with the present drive to raise

ith our case.

As repeatedly explaaped in our previous letters, our committee 
was reactivated for the sole purpose of protecting the whole group 
so that the burden of financing the individual trial will not fall 
on any individual person. Mr. Collins has stated that in event any 
person should be designated it will cost approximately $1,500.00 each.

After more than two months of an intensive campaign, we find 
t h a t  we have not to this date arrived near the required one-quarter. 
We appreciate the response you have given us to date, but we beg of 
you to  remit to our office the remaining balance as soon as possible.

Our committee finds it very difficult to impose on Mr. Collins 
to  continue with the case unless we have an ample fund to do so. In 
o rd e r  to be fair to everyone in the suit, the pledge was set at 
$100.00 each, and we appreciate your fulfilling it at once.

By way of reminder your total contribution heretofore has been 
§ leaving a total balance of $ •

Yours very truly

T. Nakamura
Tule Lake Defense Committee

A
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8ÁXME JÉ COIXXH0 
Attorney at Law, Mills Tower 

San Francisco A, Callf., Garfield 1-1216

-í * */ ■ February 3 , 19^9

To The Kenunolants In Equity Suit Mo# 2529*»:«———■"**1 II1’ «»— * nt.ŴwMWWWWilWWlliVî  I» >li««W*|MW»*—    f l *WII **l*WM«—««MIS»—

This is to inform you that Mr. Toraichl Kon© of the Tula Lake 
Defense Committee, 11? No. Ban Pedro Street, Loe Angela©, 12, Calif., 
shortly will call upon you or communicate with you concerning 
the question of your contributing to the Tule Lake Defense fund*

Approximately 5$000 renunciante now arepoined as plaintiffs 
in the suit. An interlocutory Judgment in favor of the renun­
ciante was entered on September 27, 19%6* Judge Louis E. Goodman 
gave the government 120 days within which to file in court a list 
of the names of any of the plaintiffs the Attorney General, in 
good faith, may designate for special Individual hearings. How­
ever, he placed the burden of proof on the Attorney General to 
demonstrate that the renunciations of such designated persons were 
not affected by the duress in which they were held and to which 
they were subjected.

The Judge has further extended the government’s time to 
February 25, 19*»9, within which to file any such designation. On 
or about February 26, 19**9, a final Judgment will be entered in 
favor of all renunciante who are not designated for special in­
dividual hearings*

The original group of approximately 1,000 renunciante at 
Tule Lake and Bismarck contributed what they were able to commence 
the habeas corpus and equity suits but that fund has been practi­
cally exhausted. Over A,000 additional renunciante have been 
Joined to the equity suit since they were released from intern­
ment by the habeas corpus proceedings. The great majority of 
these have not made any contribution to the ease for the common 
cause of all renunciante in the suit. They have received, how­
ever, the full benefit of the fund contributed by the original 
defense group.

The government attorneys have Informed me that a number of 
the plaintiffs will be designated for special Individual hearings. 
This means that the costs and expenses of these individual hear­
ings will be enormous and entirely outside the means of the in­
dividuals designated. In consequence, the Defense Committee, 
realising the importance of giving each individual the same pro­
tection that has been given to those who will not be designated 
has undertaken and now is engaged in raising the necessary funds 
to give each designated individual the maximum protection. For 
said purpose and to carry the case on to a successful conclusion, 
the Defense Committee Is requesting each plaintiff who has not 
contributed to the common defense fund to make such contribution 
now. With my approval the Defense Committee, which Mr. Kono 
represents, requests you to make your check or money order payable 
to my order.

Very truly yours.

WMC/dp
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February 15, 1949

Dear Sir:
At this time we wish to announce to you that our case was extended an addi­

tional 30 days— till February 25, 1949.
The government insisted upon an extension of 60 days in which to finalize 

their check upon all the renunciants in the suit. However, Mr. Collins vigorously 
objected to any extension whatsoever, but the court finally granted an extension 
of 30 days.

In view of this fact, we find that the government is taking a great deal of 
pain to prepare a substantial list of persons whom they wish to designate. W e 
must therefore face the fact that we are confronted with a very difficult problem 
and with a promise of an intensive battle in the offing.

W e wish to report that after more than three months of campaigning we find 
ourselves hopelessly short of our anticipated goal. W e fully understand the hard­
ship conditions you may be undergoing in rehabilitating yourself after a long 
period of internment, but we beg of you to assist us in realizing the required goal. 
In event it is impossible on your behalf to contribute the remaining balance im­
mediately, we shall be very glad to receive any amount on an installment basis. W e 
feel every little contribution will assist us very materially.

May we thank you again for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,

T. N akamura,
Tule Lake Defense Committee
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March 12, 1949

Dear Sir

W e wish to inform you that on February 25 th the government filed a list 
of designations in 22 separate categories including all the plaintiffs within the 
suit. It was the intention of the government to try a representative person from 
each group. However, Mr. Collins objected to this very vigorously and con­
tended that he will try the whole 5,500 cases individually. The court suggested 
to Mr. Collins, that in view of the fact that the designation was nothing com­
parable to what the judge instructed, the plaintiffs should file order to show 
cause why the designations should not be stricken from the record and summary 
judgment requested. This order was to have been heard on the 7th of March. 
However, Judge Goodman was called to Washington, D. C. on a special mission 
to testify before the Senate Judiciary Committee. He is expected to return by 
the 21st of March, and the case is scheduled to be heard on that date.

In respect to your contribution we shall appreciate your cooperation in 
fulfilling your pledge as every bit will assist us in the cause tremendously.

Very truly yours,

T. N a k am ura
Tule Lake Defense Committee
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March 25,1949

We are very glad to inform you tha t on March 21,1949, Judge Goodman granted 
in our favor the motion to strike the list of designation filed by the government and 
granted to us the summary judgment.

This in tu rn  will mean tha t everyone of more than 5,000 party  plaintiff in con­
solidated suit No. 25294 will have their citizenship restored. Upon the signing of the 
summary judgment by Judge Goodman, the government will have 60 days in which 
to determine whether they wish to appeal to the Circuit Court. However, Mr. Collins 
assured us that in as much as the facts of this case has been fully established by the 
lower court, it will be of no avail for the government to appeal this case.

This decision will affect the rights of all the plaintiffs in Japan, and in due 
course of time they will be able to return  to  the United States.

We have anxiously awaited this favorable news, and it is indeed an accomplish­
ment won singlehandedly by Mr. Collins. We of the committee feel tha t everyone of 
the plaintiffs owe it individually to Mr. Collins to fulfill their original pledge, and 
we shall appreciate your cooperation in this m atter at your earliest convenience.

For your convenience, we are enclosing Form No. Cl. 1, which is the form for 
Claim for Damage to or Loss of Real or Personal Property by a Person of Japanese 
Ancestry. Mr. Collins suggested tha t all the renunciants should exercise their privi­
lege of filing their individual claim for damages. We shall therefore be very glad to 
be of assistance to you on this matter.

Very^ truly  yours,

Tule Lake Defense Committee

OBATAKE  
SASAKI 
S H O N O  
S H IB A T A  

S H IM IZ U  
TA K ETA YA  
TS U E TA K E  
T A K E U C H I 
U C H ID A  
Y A M A IC H I



Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street 
San Francisco 4, California

WAYNE M. COLLINS 
Attorney at Law

Form letter sent to 
people on Mr. Collins® 
list. Used to reply 
to subsequent plaintiffs1 

1 inquiries.
April 13,19^9

Late yesterday afternoon, April 12, 19^9* final 
judgments were entered in the Tule Lake mass equity 
suits. The judgments, signed by U. S. District Judge 
Louis E. Goodman, cancel each of the renunciations of 
approximately 5,000 Nisei plaintiffs*

The renunciations were ordered cancelled because 
they were proximately caused by governmental duress 
to which the duress of groups and individual internees 
was merely an Incident. The judgments declare the 
detention of Nisei in a concentration camp was in 
violation of their constitutional rights.

The judgments also declare that none of the plain­
tiffs lost citizenship because the renunciations were 
void from the time they were made. The judgments also 
declare each plaintiff to be a native born national 
and citizen of the United States and that each is entitled 
to exercise all the rights, privileges and immunities 
of citizenship without interference by the Government 
and its agents.

It Is not yet known whether the U. S. Attorney 
General and the Secretary of State will appeal from 
the judgments. If they do there is very little chance 
for them to reverse the judgments either on questions 
of fact or of law* In any event each Nisei plaintiff 
will remain a U* S. citizen with all the rights of U.S. 
citizenship until and unless the judgments are reversed 
by the Ninth Circuit Court or the U. S. Supreme Court*

Very truly yours,



m x m  l j  çob u m
Attorney at Law

Mills tower, 22Q Bush ..;
B m  FrancIsoo L, California

On April 12, II'49, final Judgments were entered in 
the fule Lake ©ass equity suite, the Judgments, signed 
by U• S, District Judge Louis E. Goodman, cancel each 
of the renunciations of approximately 5,000 Mlssl plain-

The renunciations were ordered cancelled because 
they were próximately caused by governmental duress 
to which the duress of groups and Individual Internees 
was merely an incident, the Judgments declare the 
detention of Mise! In a concentration camp was In 
violation of their constitutional rights.

The Judgments ale© declare that none of the plain­
tiffs loet citizenship because the renunciations were 
void from the time they were made#- The Judgments ala© 
declare each plaintiff to be a native born national 
and cltlaen of the United otates and 'that each is entitled 
t© exercise all the rights, privileges and Immunities 
of citizenship without interference by the Government 
and its agents.

It is not yet known whether the U. &• Attorney 
General and the Secretary of atete will appeal from 
the Judgments. If they do there is very little chance 
for them to reverse the judgments either on questions 
of fact or of law. In any event each Bisel plaintiff 
will remain a U. &. citizen with all the rights of L.L. 
citizenship until and unless the Judgments are reversed 
by the Minth Circuit Court or the li. §. Supreme Court.

Tory truly yours,



June 2, 1949

Kr, T&dasu Fukushima 
Route 2, Box 1210 
Stockton,lCalif.
Dear Mr, Fukushimai

A citizen wife of a renunolant has the lawful right to 
purchase ¡property in her own name with or without the husband*s 
consent.

Xs" Tonjf* renunciation was cancelled by a final judgment of 
the p. BL District Court which was entered on April 12, 1949. 
That;judgment declares that you are and ever have been a U,S. 
cit1ben/and that the defendants, the Attorney General, the 
Secretary of State and other defendants, are permanently 
prohibited from interfering with your rights, privileges and 
immunities of U, S» nationality and citizenship. The Govern­
ment hsis taken an appeal from the judgment.

Under the judgment, therefore, you are entitled to buy 
or ownlproperty on the same basis as any other citizen and 
ybu hajre that right up to and until and unless the judgment 
is reversed on the appeal that was taken by the defendants 
to the Ninth Circuit of Appeals,

Xou may experience some difficulty with a title insurance 
company, however, over obtaining title Insurance on any property 
you may purchase. Therefore, before you sign any written 
contract to purchase land or buildings and before you put up 
any money deposit on any such purchase you should first con­
sult a local attorney and also a title insurance company and 
ascertain whether or not you can get title insurance if you 
do buy the property. Ion must disclose to them that you 
renounced citizenship under duress, that you sued to cancel 
your renunciation and that a final judgment cancelling your 
renunciation and declaring you to be a citizen was entered on 
April 12, 1949, but that the government has taken an appeal from that judgment, . r

Very truly yours,
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W A Y N E  M . C O L L I N S
A TTO R N E Y  A T LAW

MILLS TOWER,220 BUSH STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO 4 ,CALIFORNIA

TELEPHONE GARFIELD M 2I8

July 31 » 1949

Mr* Motomi Bill Okine 
5483 S* Dorchester Avenue 
Chicago* Illinois

Dear Mr* Okine t

On April 12, 1949, a final judgment was entered in the Tule Lake mass 
renunciation suit cancelling your renunciation, declaring you to be a native-born 
U, S. citizen ever since your birth and prohibiting the defendants Attorney 
General, the Secretary of State and his consular agents and other defendants from 
depriving you or any other plaintiff of your rights, liberties, privileges and 
immunities of U. S. citizenship. The defendants took an appeal from the judg­
ments but, nevertheless, you are and will remain a citizen of the U. S. unless 
and until that judgment is reversed by a higher court.

The proceedings have taken 3£ years but have been successful so far. 
The appeal may be determined during the latter part of 1949 or the early part 
of 1950.

Mass proceedings involving the rights of 5,000 renunciants involve a 
long period of time. It first was necessary to obtain the release of each 
renunciant from detention at Tule Lake, Bismarck, Santa Fe, Crystal City and 
Bridgeton in habeas corpus proceedings before it could be expected that the 
renunciations could be ordered cancelled.

The releases from internment and cancellation of the renunciations 
were made possible only because of the efforts and interest of the Tule Lake 
Defense Committee which raised sufficient funds to start these suits. Had it 
not been for the efforts of that Committee it would have been impossible to 
carry on th8 long and expensive litigation.

A majority of the persons who are in the suits and who joined long 
after the suits were commenced have received the maximum benefits of the work 
done and the limited funds supplied by those who originally made the initial 
contributions to the committee fund to carry on these suits. It is unfair 
for those who entered the suits late, which added greatly to the cost of the 
litigation, to receive the benefits at the expense of the original contributors. 
The expenses should be shared equally by all those benefited.

The Tule Lake Defense Committee which maintains its office at 117 No, 
San Pedro St., (Hoorn 302), Los Angeles, California, informs me that the balance 
of your contribution in the sum of $ 75*00 has not been received, I suggest, 
therefore, that you forwa r d . . . to enable 
the suits to be carried on to a final conclusion.

Very truly yours,
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October 10, ljpB

Ir* William X, Mlmbu 
Attorney and Counselor 
316 Sixth Ave», So.
Seattle f|| Washington
Dear Mr. MIrabu;

In re? Katsuml Nakamichi
A number of renunciante whose citizenship 

has been restored in the judgment entered in the 
mass renunciation suit have since departed for 
Japan without re-entry permits and their rights 
are protected in the suit inasmuch as the decision 
restores their citizenship, the U, S, Consuls 
in Japan, however, probably will withhold grant­
ing permission to return to the United States 
until the judgment becomes conclusive after the 
pending appeal is determined. There Is no reason 
for your client to withdraw from this suit at 
the present time.

It may be possible that the Immigration 
Service would be willing to issue him a re-entry 
permit pending the determination on appeal, I 
suggest that you have him apply therefore to the 
Immigration Office for such permission.

Very truly yours,

♦



COMMITTEE COMMITTEE

Y . H O N D A  
Y . KAKU  
T . KONO
J . K IM U R A  
Y . K IY O H IR O
M. M A TSU M O TO
K. M A TSU O K A  
I .  N A M E K A W A  
T . N A K A M U R A  
R. N A R IM A TS U  
H . O K IT A

T U L E  L A KE  D E F E N S E  C O M M I T T E E
Room 302, 117 N orth San Pedro Street 

Los Angeles 12, California
M ichigan 4728  

November 30, 1949

T. OBATAKE  
M . SASAKI 
T. S H O N O  
Y. S H I BATA  
I. S H IM IZ U  
H . TA KETAYA
G. TSU ETA K E
H . T A K E U C H I 
H . U C H ID A  
M . Y A M A IC H I

During the past year we have endeavored to impress upon you 
the fact that all individual plaintiffs in Consolidated Suit No. 25294 
must fulfill their original pledge of $100.

As previously mentioned in our letters, the mass proceedings 
involving the rights of 5,000 renunciants involves a long period of time 
as well as it being a very expensive proceeding.

We feel that you fully understand the efforts of the committee 
member to conclude this long litigation as soon as possible. Therefore 
we are seeking your cooperation to realize this end.

To facilitate this end we have sought a medium whereby a 
minimum of hardship will be borne by you. We are enclosing herewith
------- checks totaling in the sum of________________dollars, which is
the total amount due this date. For your convenience we are also enclos­
ing a stamped, self-addressed envelope for reply.

We ask that you sign these checks individually, and place the 
name of your banking institution as well as it's clearing house numbers 
on the top. All these checks are dated on the 15th of each month, and 
we appreciate your having funds available on these dates. On the 15th of 
each month we shall have them deposited for collection.

Thus in this manner we feel we can assist you in the orderly 
payment of your remaining balance. We ask that you assist us in mailing 
the enclosed checks at your earliest convenience.

Very truly yours,

T. Nakamura
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m i m  m « o o l u m s
attorney at Lav 

Mill« tower, |'f| bush Street 
San Fran©isoo 4, California

December 13, 19^9

A final judgment restoring your oitlsen- 
ship together vith Ü  5,000 Hlsei, ineluding 
so®e 1,535 who are in Japan, was entered on 
April 12, 19^9. the Government has appealed 
that decision and the natter is now pending 
in til© Circuit Court where a final and con­
clusive determination should he rendered some­
time in March, 1950. Under the Judgment the 
rights of citUenehip of the plaintiffs can­
not he interfered with by the Government, 
however, the State Department has made it a 
practice, at least so far, not to grant the 
Mitel plaintiff® in Japan clearances to return 
to America,. 1 am presently powerless to compel 
the consuls in Japan to issue such clearances. 
However, when the final and conclusive Judg­
ment In rendered by the Circuit Court, probably 
sometime in March, there will be no doubt that 
the consuls will permit the Mitel plaintiffs 
in Japan to return without further interference 
with their rights.

Very truly your®,
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WAÏNE M. COLLINS 
Attorney at Law 

Mille Tower, 220 Bush Street 
San Francisco fïf California ¿¿U&*****

I f ë ,  ' 6

December IB, i f k f

Mr* Xoshi&ki Kaw&oka 
o/o Mr. K* Sujtuki 
53t Canya-oho, Meguro^ku 
Tokyo, Japan
Dear Mr* Kawaokai

of your property has been vested by order of the Alien Property Custodian (or by the Attorney General who is now the 
Acting ^lien Property Custodian), you can file with him a notice

Si said property* Under the provisions o f the Trading 
with the ^nemy Act, Title 50, 0*6* Code, Appendix, Section 9, he 
has Jurisdiction to entertain that claim and the President may 
order a return of the property or of its eouivalent in cash if 
application is also made to him within the statutory period* If 
no euch application has been made to the President or if not acted 

of & right before the Alien Property Custodian
l i l  °r “  M m ln U t m t l r *  Board set up hy him, youare entitled to proceed as follows:

To bring a suit in equity in the Supreme Court of the
of 8£®h?£ £ A-??M V ?  lr\"he,°*s* Wotrlot Coart of the District or Columbia or in a lLust»r. district Court in the 0. S. in the District

residence* to establiiii‘'“your right to recover the property or the debt as the omm may be*

l h* L the AU#rV **0 P 9 r*y Cuetodi an has issued a vesting order concerning your property does not deprive you of that prooertv
r i £ ? h t a yfu msdc© an election to proceed to test your 1 

f L th0 hy Vm f i l i r i % o f She aforesaid notice ofclaim and application, or proceeding to test your right to the
£i2?2r^  t n GC*u l t y  suit in court. The court suit 1® the only
th^Ai 1 J i °  y2U ”f ¡¡III n0t fil& your notim of with^hil ^ ® tod*an w*Shln the period of time set up byhim for the filing of such claim®, i *

in my opinion, the beat procedure to follow in any event Is 
simply to file a suit in court to determine your right to the

| ® cau?a |R?h a suit you can obtainm final determina- 
|f§S of fp!^' r%ht® long before the Alien Property Custodian Board 
(Attorney General s Board) would render a final decision if the 
matter were pending before it.

*e your proparty apparently is situated in San 
wf«»Ci*»v' 1L ls Ki' BUSffoetlon that you comn.unlc&te with Mr.A?Bt Attorney at Law, 2209 Pine St., San Francisco,
euch^^uit.tin° Wil1* 1 bellev«» be willing to represent you in

Very truly yours,



COMMITTEE COMMITTEE
Y . H O N D A  
Y . KAKU  
T . KONO
J . K IM U R A  
Y. K IY O H IR O
M. M A TSU M O TO
K. M A TSU O K A  
I .  N A M E K A W A  
T . N A K A M U R A  
H . O K IT A

T U L E  L A K E  D E F E N S E  C O M M I T T E E
Room 302, 117 N orth San  P edro Street 

Los Angeles 12, California
Michigan 4728

T . O BATAKE  
M . SA SAK I 
Y . S H I BATA  
I .  S H IM IZ U
H . TA K E TA Y A
G . TS U E TA K E
H . TA K E U C H I 
H . U C H ID A  
M. Y A M A IC H I

December 21, 1949

Dear Sirs

On October 12, 1 9 4 9 » We mailed in your care a 

letter outlining the status of Immigration cases handled 

by Mr, Collins*

Also we asked that you pay your remaining b&lanee in 

the sum of $ for seryices rendered on your behalf*

To this date we have not received any response from 

you, and we would appreciate your attending to this matter 

at your earliest convenience*

Very truly yours,

T* Kakamura



FORM LETTER J - 2 FORM LETTER TO RENUNCIANT
WAYNE $$* COLLINS PIAIfflF§®sP JAPAN
Attorney at Law SENT IN REPLY TO INQUIRIES

Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street 
San Francisco 4, California

December 22, 1949

Tfoe Judgment of the U. S* District Court cancelling 
your renunciation and declaring you to be a citizen was 
entered on April 12, 1949* The judgment enjoins the 
government and its consular agents from depriving you of 
any of the rights of citizenship* The government has 
appealed the ease to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
where it probably will be decided about March, 1950.
Until then, the Attorney General and the Secretary of 
State and his consular officers probably will deny renun­
ciante in Japan clearance to return to the United States 
although the Judgment forbids them from so doing*

The Attorney General and the Secretary of State have 
decided upon a policy of handling cases of renunciante 
in Japan and elsewhere who are not now in the mass suits*
As to any such renunciant not now protected by the mass 
suits the policy is as follows: if such a person files an 
individual lawsuit to have his nationality determined in 
a U. S* District Court in the United States and thereupon 
fills out an affidavit form which will be supplied by the 
consul and states therein the reason why he or she renounced 
and the Attorney General * e records contain nothing against 
such a person, the Attorney General will stipulate in court 
that the renunciation may be cancelled* However, if the 
Attorney General1s records contain anything against the 
applicant, such a renunciant applicant will have to carry 
on the lawsuit at his or her own expense«

Mo renunciant who is already in the mass equity suits 
should file any such affidavit with any consul or with the 
Attorney General under any circumstances whatever* If 
anyone who is already in the mass equity suits and so pro­
tected thereby files any such affidavit the Attorney General 
may try to use the same against him or her on the appeal 
now pending in the Circuit Court* As it stands the judgment 
In favor of the renunciante in the mass suits prevents the 
government and its agents from introducing any additional 
facts against any of them*

Very truiy yours,



mfwt m .
Attorney at Law 

Mills Tower, 220 Bush Btreet 
Ban Francisco 4, California

It is no longer possible to join plaintiffs in Equity 
Suit Mo. 25294 by reason of the fact that a final Judg­
ment was entered ©n April 12, 1949. However, because 
of the number of persons who have applied to me to have 
their citizenship restored a new mass suit will be filed 
to ©over those who recently have applied to me. Con­
sequently I shall Include your same in a new suit.

I MILL 111© TO HATE THE FOLLOWING INFOBMATIGM 
XMK&BXAT&Ll |

1. Full name, Including middle name (also maiden 
name, if married woman).

2. ©ate of birth.
3. Place of birth.
4. Place and approximate time of renunciation.
5• Marne under which you renounced your citizenship.
6. Whether or not you received a letter from the 

Attorney General approving your renunciation. If you 
have such a letter in your possession, pleas® forward it 
to me Immediately.

Very truly yours,



VAX» M. COLLIES 
Attorney at Law 

Mill» Tower, 220 Bush $ tre et 
San lira mol »eo 4. California

It Is no longer possible to Join plaintiffs In Equity 
Suit Mo. Ifip by reason of the fact that a final Judg­
ment was entered on April 12, 19^9. However, because 
of the number of persons who have applied to me to have 
their citizenship restored a new mass emit will be filed 
to oover thoee who recently have applied to me. Con­
sequently I shall Include your name in a new suit.

I MILL m m  to HATE THE F0LL0V1H0 m F m m t i m

1. Full name, including middle name (ale© maiden
name, if married woman}•

Date of birth.
3. Place of birth.
A. Place and approximate time of renunciation.
5* game under which you renounced your citizenship
6. Whether or not you received a letter from the 

Attorney Cenerai approving your renunciation. If you 
have such a letter In your possession, please forward It 
to me immediately.

Very truly yours,

filili



COMMITTEE
COMMITTEE

Y . H O N D A  
Y . KAKU  
T . KONO
J. K IM U R A  
Y. K IY O H IR O
M. M A TSU M O TO
K. M A TSU O K A  
I. N A M E K A W A  
T . N A K A M U R A  
R. N A R IM A TS U  
H . O K IT A

T U L E  L A KE  D E F E N S E  C O M M I T T E E
Room 302, 117 N orth San Pedro Street 

Los Angeles 12, California
Michigan 4728

SAM ISERI
Committee-man in Tokyo, Japan

T . OB A TA KE  
M . SASAKI 
T. S H O N O  
Y . S H I BATA  
I. S H IM IZ U  
H . TA K E TA Y A
G . TSU ETA K E
H . T A K E U C H I 
H . U C H ID A  
M . Y A M A IC H I

Dear Sir:
On April 12, 1949, a final judgment was entered in the Tule Lake mass renunciation suit cancelling 

your renunciation, declaring you to be a native-born U. S. citizen ever since your birth and prohibiting 
the defendants Attorney General, the Secretary of State and his consular agents and other defendants from 
depriving you or any other plaintiff of your rights, liberties, privileges and immunities of U. S. citizenship. 
The defendants took an appeal from the judgments but, nevertheless, you are and will remain a citizen of 
the U. S. unless and until that judgment is reversed by a higher court.

This court ruling applies to all the plaintiffs in the suit, whether resident in the U. S. or in Japan. 
However, the State Department is presently flounting the court order in depriving you of your rights, lib­
erties, privileges and immunities of U. S. citizenship.

The case is presently being appealed by the government in the Circuit Court of Appeals, and judg­
ment in this proceeding will not be forthcoming until the early part of next year. Upon a favorable decision, 
it will be impossible for the State Department to ignore the court order.

On January 21, 1949, the Tule Lake Defense Committee in Los Angeles, California, mailed to each 
of you a letter asking that you make contacts with your friends or relatives in the U. S. to remit a 
retainer in the sum of $100. To this date, we are informed that very few persons were able to find contacts 
in the U. S.

In as much as the proceeding has already consumed a great deal of time and money; with a further 
likelihood of it being a costly undertaking, we ask each of the plaintiffs to sign a note which is enclosed 
herewith. The note is for the sum of $300 for those who have not made any contributions to date, and for 
those making any contribution the sum deducted from this figure. This note may be payable upon your 
return to the U. S.; or upon your being restored the privilege of returning to the U. S. We also ask that 
you write the address where we may contact you in the U. S. on the bottom of the note.

We appreciate your attending to this matter at your earliest convenience, and returning the signed 
note in care of Mr. Sam Iseri, Northwest Airlines, 138 Marunouchi Bldg., Tokyo, Japan.

Very truly yours,

SAM ISERI


