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San Francisco, California
My dear Jack:

We were all set yesterday to listen to Hitler,
and thenn he either fooled us, or something arose that
interfered with the broadcasting of-his speech. It would
he just like these crazy people to prevent a broadcast,
imagining that, in that way, they would gain some little
advantage, - I am sure 1 don"t know what, but the teutonic
mind works in a wondrous way. | really think that the
decadent British Empire, by finally calling the bluff,
has stopped all the nonsense. It"s a pity that i1t could
not have been done before Munich. Our President is pant-
ing In his anxiety to get in, and | have no doubt what-
ever that i1f there is a ruction or a war, we"ll be iIn It.
I think the matter is ended, at least, for the time being,
and beyond a sputtering from Mussolini and Hitler, we"ll
hear nothing more, at least until something new arises to

enable them i1n mocking indignation to pretend new offense..

I have been watching Japan these last few weeks. Her in-

roads upon China are something beyond belief, and apparent-

ly now she is utterly disregarding French possessions, and
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and protecting her* self In the south. Isn"t It strange
that in all this horror we express about the treat sent
of the Jews we have forgotten the Chinese upon whom more
cruelty, and worse outrages, and grosser injustice, haye
been practised? I keep talking so much about the inter-
national situation because we have all believed, until
the last day or two, that we were pretty close to war.

I don"t mean to SﬁX that we should have been In war, because
we ought not, butt/?tour masters ,at the first excuse
would have taken us into war. They still talk of aiding
in every way possible the democracies and about the solid
front against the dictators; and in the solid front,
marching side by side with us iIs to be Russia where more
people have been killed and politically liquidated iIn the
past couple of years than in all the other countries com-
bined. But In this crisis, hurrah for Stalin. We have
marched with the great democracy, Russia, although Russia
displays a coyness and a lack of enthusiasm for the front
we are establishing that is quite i1nexplicable. Are we
not proud to be a part of England"s diplomacy? And,
don*t we thrill at the very thought of assisting England?
What a shame it i1s that Russia should :zgrwith paeans of
thanksgiving join in the modern crusade for the preserva-

tion of democracy!
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I had pitchforked into my lap this week the
oil situation at Long Beach. The/Navy is endeavoring
to take for a naval reserve the submerged lands. The ob-
jection, of course, of the people of Long Beach, is
well understood, and i1t was a perfectly clean propo-
sition. The Attorney General came here, in opposition,
and In the senate during the hearings 1 participated
with him. 1 saw more of him that | have ever seen be-
*fore. He is a very pleasant, decent fellow, 1 think, -
not one that will ever set the world on fire, but he
possesses sufficient qualificatione, and above all, the
qualification of integrity. He spent a good deal of
time 1n my colleague®s office. 1 don"t know what on, and
I did not care to ask him. He seemed to have no great
admiration for the Olson regime.

Mother is talking of going to New York for Easter.
Confidentially, 1 dread the trip, but If. she wants to go,
I will probably go. It has been a,long time since we
have been to New York, and she is entitled to this trip,
if she wants it. We"ll be gone but two or three days.
Please don"t write anything regarding my disinclination

to going.



Hiram W. Johnson Papers
Bancroft Library

Mr. Hiram W. Jqpnson, Jr. - 4

I received a letter from Hiram yesterday Iin
which he told me Philip had gone away, hut was not
feeling any better. Let me know, please, his address,
so |1 can write him a letter.

-.Mother joins®in love to the boys and Miss Schow

Affectionately,
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,
Hotel Senator,
Sacramento, California

My dear Jack:

In my last 1 told you that we were going to
New York this week. Mother has changed her mind.
We are not going. She will go, probably - 1f she goes
at all - after the Fair opens there, so that she may
make comparisons.

Your letter was received yesterday. Deny to
everybody, if you care to, that speaks to you about
the matter, that I will not be a candidate next year
for the United States Senate. |1 thought the matter had
been set at rest by the publications,that have come
naturally, i1n the Stockton Record and the Los Angeles
papers. 1 hated to make, and | hate to do so yet, a
formal announcement of candidacy now. 1 think it would
be premature. In addition to that, there are so many
important things arising, concerning which 1 shall take
my stand, that 1 don’t want everything | do attributed
to a candidacy. 1 am perhaps unduly sensitive in this
regard, but I feel that a certain part of the press, at
least, will attribute my attitude to a candidacy, and
that candidacy not developing for a year yet. This is
the reason | have not made a formal declaration, and 1
don’t like to make a formal declaration until | have to.
Privately, 1 am very glad to have it stated that I will
be a candidate again.

Your Mother has her good and bad days, her ups
and downs. | think she suffers more pain infinitely
from an arthritis that has never left her, than from her
injured arm. The arm still bothers her, but she has a
little more use of it than she had when last you saw her.
She has done everything possible for the arthritis.

I have reached the conclusion the doctors don’t know what
arthritis is, nor what is best to be done for the pain
accompanying it. Mother will have free days, and then
again, she will suffer, apparently, the tortures of the
damned. She has exhausted practically all the remedies.
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I received a letter from Philip after | wrote
you last, and I must say I had a feeling of great com-
passion for him. He wrote he was better now, but 1 know
nothing worse than being sick a long way from home.

I send this to the Senator Hotel, as you once
directed me to do.

with all my lIpve, 1n which Mother joins, 1 am

Affectionately your

fajlL.
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,
973 G-reen Street,
San Francisco, California

My dear Jack:
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Yesterday, Hutchinson, head of the In-

ternational News Service, came to me with some fan-

tastic story about my running for Governor in Cali-

fornia to wrest the State from the radicals who had

control of it. 1 told him I never had heard of the

story, and there wasn"t anything in it at all. |
don*"t know where the tale came from, or whether it

contemplated a "recall”™ election against Olson, or

what 1t was. At any rate, | very clearly stated that

I was not interested in such a proposal, and that 1

probably would be a candidate for the United States

Senatorshlp iIn 1940. He asked me i1f he could pub-
lish this, and I said "yes'. This morning 1 find
that he did, and evidently, it was on the radio in

Los Angeles, as 1 have received a dispatch or two

here this morning relating to 1t. So, what you have

been urging came about naturally, and although 1 did

not wish to make any announcement prior to the be-

ginning of 1940, and particularly at this time,still
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I thought I might Just as well let 1t go. | presume
that 1t carried, more or less, extensively in Cali-
fornia, and ought to set at rest, i1f already it had
not been set at rest, the question of my candidacy
to succeed myself.

I am writing this letter on Saturday
in the hope that with an Immediate delivery stamp
upon 1t by airmail, 1t may reach you Sunday night.

I an told that it will.

I have been very busy during this past
week on the Neutrality legislation, which Is in rather
a confused and inchoate state. There are six differ-
ent schemes proposed. We have examined two witnesses,
thus far. Stimson, former Secretary of State, and
Baruch. Because Stimson was Hoover*s Secretary of
State, his testimony was given very wide publicity,
as a patriotic Republican testifying in behalf of a
Democratic President. This was all, as the President
likes to say, the "bunk”. Stimson has always been an
Anglophile, and, in a cowerfefc sort of manner, very
subtly , he sought to defend the i1dea that we should
save the "‘democracies®™ by coming to the assistance of
France and England, under any circumstances. 1 asked
him something about Russia as one of the great ''de-

mocracies"™ of the earth, and he stood his ground.
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I was Indulging in a sarcastic reference, of course, to
Russia as a democracy, but 1 learned again, what 1 had
so dften impressed upon me before, that sarcasm Is a very
dangerous weapon. Very few of the press men got what 1
was driving at, and took it for granted that I was in-
cluding Russia in the “demooraciesn, A few, however, got
the point, but 1 have laughed to myself, because 1 have
had this sort of experience before. The movies will have
a picture of me iIn their news reels with a few words of
what 1 am trying to do. This will be released Wednesday
next. 1 don*t know when it will reach out there. I am
striving, because of the immense undercurrent of propa-
ganda, and the pressure of certain classes of people, to
put Into the consciousness of the Committee, and the few
whom 1 reach at the hearings, the fact that we want no
war, and whatever may be our sympathies, we ought to keep
out. Baruch came through splendidly upon this theme.
Stimson was equivocal. Next week, we*1l have witnesses
of the associations for the prevention of war that, |
fear, are pure pacifists, and I don*t look forward to
what may transpire in the taking of their testimony.

A regular campaign has been engineered
against me by somebody because of my vote on the re-

duction of the WPA funds, and this probably will be
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intensified when I vote the same way* In the proceedings
now upon the additional appropriation. 1 know as well
as | can know anything that this campaign is pure "hunk"
It is directed by what is called The Workers* Alliance”,
an ultra-radical union of WPA workers. A fellow named
"Alex Noral” is the head of that group. He has a bad
record and is really a Communist. But these Communists
are peculiarly clever in getting themselves in key po-
sitions, and while 1 think there are very few In number,
because of these key positions, they become very im-
portant .

We*re going on in the even tenor of our
way, both Mother and 1 feeling very well. 1 do hope
Philip has recovered, and that Hiram is in the full en-
joyment of his new dwelling. We were very much in-
terested in your account of the Exposition. We thought,
from the account, that i1t could not be very fine, and
that the only thing about it that was excellent, was the
eating places.

Mother Joins in love to Hiram Philip, Miss
Schow, and yourself,

Affectionately,



Sunday, April 9, 1939

Mr. Philip B. Johnson,
Smoke Tree Ranch,
Palm Springs, California
My dear Philipt

Your Cranny and 1 last night received your
letter of April 8 and we wore more than delighted to
hear from you. From it, 1 Judge that your health is
very much better, and that you will leave the ranch
where you are sojourning about the 14th. Therefore,
1 am writing you this note from Granny and me, this
Castor Sunday? WO feel very humble today, and very
grateful, too. Xe are grateful that both of us are
in fair condition, and that those whom we love best
are,apparently, in good.health, too.

I was not really misquoted in what you saw
pubI{;hed* but 1 was doing something that 1 &b too
much, and which X find very few people understand.

d i / B

In %iking the guestions my voice had a sneer and a Jibe
J -

in/it, and it was perfectly obvious X was speaking
sarcagiicallé\?bout Russia as one of the democracies.
It hap been dllired into our ears here that we must go
to twJ réscue of the great democracies, that It is

j o \\ A 1..
our Houden duty to do so that democracy should not
f ft \



perlsh from the earth, When 1 read of England courting
Russia and begging Russia to fora a solid front In the
preservation of democracy 1 could not resist the tcapta-
tion to point the sarcasm at Mr* Stinson, and | tried to
do so. The members of tho press are, in the main, bo|fs
who report fair enough if you deal i1n words of one syl-
lable, but i1f you get out of the beaten path, or i1f one
t 1ee sarcasm immediately there i1s trouble. A few of
the members of the press got it and commented on it,
but the great bulk of them did not. |If you were to say
a cow was of seventeen kinds of different stripes re-
ferring to seventeen kinds of utterances respecting it
by seventeen different people, this portion of the press
here would take down your remarks literally and wonder
what you meant. On the second day of the hearings when
Baruch was on the stand, 1 dald to him, Incidentally,
that 1 had got Into trouble using a little sarcasm the
day before, and told hln why, simply so that tho rec”ud
would be straight. So much for the Incident of Russia*
lour G-rondnbther says X have got to qu t being sarcastic
because people don*t understand, and stupid people never
get you. As 1 have got stronger physically 1 find nysel
more apt to Joke with my fellows, and to Indulge with a
perfectly straight face in this sort of thing. 1 have

a great deal of pleasure out of seeing the amusement or



some faces, and amazement on others, who have no under-
standing of what you may say or do.

These neutrality hearings, and even the passage
of the aot will make ver little difference. 1 am striv-
ing to use then as a sounding hoard for the refrain -
we wonll go into the war. The President, unquestionably
IS determined to take us In, and unless some of us here
can make Mm realise that It is not a popular thing, you
will find us in the fray, and you will find yourself
going within a very few months across the sea. | think
you know 1 am not a padpflst, and 1 an sure you know
I abhor injustice, but 1 an not ready to take this nation
into war. The price we pay Is too great, and we could not
he compensated in whipping even a couple of mad dictators

"orod&d 7 of war Is always truth, and
then would cone the loss of our own democracy. We i?ould
have flipped one dictator abroad, and set up another here,
and, my dfear hoy, the price is too high to pay for the
sake of toppling over some had. dictator across the sea.
Our liberty would he gone thereafter.

Granny wants me to send you all her love, and
I send you all mine.

Affectionately,
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Johnson, Jr.,

Attorney at law,
Mills Building,
San Francisco, California

My dear Jack:

I received during the week: Ffirst, the report

on the investigation of graft in California, and

secondly, your clipping from the Sacramento Union.

Thank you for sending these to me. |1 have run cas-

ually through the report, hut 1 want to go through

it more carefully. 1 think the detective shows

some literary skill in the preparation of the re-

port, and heyond that, a philosophy of government

which the ordinary investigator seldom evinces.

As 1 wrote you, the announcement of my candi-

dacy came in a peculiar way, and was not a real an-

nouncement, hut served the purpose. You can read-

ily understand that 1 have heen so engrossed here

with what i1s transpiring, that 1 have thought very

little of a candidacy. 1 feel very deeply the sit-

uation Into which the President is gradually thrust-

ing us, and I know that a war would he a catastrophe

at present.

ternational

I have written you so much about the in-

situation, however, that you have, un-
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doubtedly read Into my letters the fact, possibly,
that 1 have a single-track mind, and have been able
to think of little else. There are, however, cert-
ain domestic issues that I am only less interested
in, and which I am endeavoring to prepare myself
upon. I will endeavor to cut my comments upon
Roosevelt and his ever iIncreasing warlike utterances
for 1 realize that there are other things iIn this
world that Interest other people, and a man can: be
something of a bore when he writes upon a single
subject.

I Judge from your letters that you are getting
along well. I watch as closely as | can events trans-
piring at Sacramento, and 1 do hope for your success.
The more 1 read of Olson the more I think I had a nar-
row escape from supporting him in the last campaign.
He seems to be like most men who occupy positions of
power, - avid for more power, and particularly eager
for Jobs and positions. | have seen toomany men break
upon this patronage fever. He seems, too, greedy for
publicity, so much so, that he takes iInconsistent po-
sitions; and, aside from his loyalty to the C.1.0.,

he dances about in any situation that he imagines will
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bring him-votes. We have an Instance here of young
Dockweller, who was a Congressman, and then a candi-
date for Governor, and a runner-up, | believe, of

Olson. He 1is now iIn Washington at a salary of $1,000.00
a month and expenses. He is supposed to look out for
the Interests of the State of California. He has made
all of the Congressmen mad, and only interfered, to our
detriment, in the Senate. When 1 was Governor, | could
not, and would not, have sent a man to Washington, and
there was no fund out of which he could have been paid,
it 1 attempted 1t. The form of government in California
has undergone so many changes, however, that | presume
there i1s 4 warrant in law for this, but there is as much
need of doing 1t, as there would be i1n any useless act.
The State of California is pretty well represented 1in
the House with about twenty Congressmen, who are only
too glad to look out for the iInterests of the State, and
in the Senate, there are two Senators of diverse views,
but who feel that they are qualified to do their duty,
and to represent the State of California. There ought
to be some repercussions on this appointment. Person-
ally, i1t is atmatter of indifference to me because Dock-
weiler can not do anything for the State, and he only
gets In the way. This is a small matter, but 1 presume

it is following the line that Olson . ..c <o crazy about, -
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of giving a Job with a large salary to a henchman.
I Instance i1t, as showing his bent of mind.

By the way, there were some pictures taken
recently of me giving voice to my position on the
present situation. All of the news reels begged for
these, and all of them took them in my office. They
turned out rotten, iIn my opinion. The best one, prob-
ably, was that of Pathe. The words spoken by me did
not exceed one hundred. Paramount cut this down to
practically nothing, doubtless under the censorship
rules secretly prevailing here, and Pathe did a little
better. The pictures are supposed to be shown on the
coast next Thursday. This date may be erroneous, but
IT you go to see them, see Pathe.

We have had lousy weather here of late. We*re
going to Jump, from all appearances, from winter im-
mediately into summer. We have had no spring at all.

I have resented this, because I like to sit in the yard,
and there have been only two days that I could do this.

Is Hiram living in his house now continuously?
We have had a letter from Frere in which he says he is
very much better, and we were very glad to have it. He

will have to watch himself. How long will your session
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continue In Sacramento? Mother Joins in love to

Hiram and Miss Schow.

Affectionatelv

P:S: Two weeks ago Mother sent you and Hiram a
Virginia ham. She went to some little
trouble, and despite her efforts to ascer-
tain whether or not the hams were ever re-
ceived, she has been unable to learn. A
word to the wise is Sufficient.
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson,
Attorney at law,
Mills Building,
San Francisco,

Jr.,

California
My dear Jack:

With its heat and sweat, summer sud

denly came this week, and

IS now upon us. Xou know

from your experience what summer here is. A week ago,

we pulled the bed clothes up about us at night, and

now, we kick them all off. Really, 1 don*t care so

much that summer is upon us, but within a few days, our

members will become restless and impatient and anxious
to get away, and then will come our troubles and our

difficulties. Up to this particular time, they have

been willing to agree to stay here indefinitely, or
until the fear of war had subsided, but 1 know them so
well, and have had so much experience that nothing will
be able to hold them a month from now, If they think
there i1s any chance of getting away.
How are you getting on? | see that

this i1s the last week that the legislators receive any
salary,

and that they,

undoubtedly, will be iIn session

all of next week. I rather think the session will ex-
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tend beyond that. | have been watching certain events
in California, and this week found much food for thought
in what was transpiring.

First, there was a very inadequate and
unintelligible i1tem that Olson promised to call a special
election this year. No date was given, and I have no
information beyond the publication. | presume as soon
as the local papers reach here, I will learn all about
it. |1 quite agree with you,it would be a good thing to
have this matter disposed of. The political ham—and-
eggers, like Downey, whose sustenance is derived en-
tirely from the poor who look with hope to this fan-
tastic scheme, 1 think, are very anxious that the e-
lection be not held, so that the hollowness of their
pretense may not be discovered. They argue that the
election ought to be put off because i1f one is called
this year, they will require another next year, and
will have no difficulty iIn presenting the requisite
petitions. In the dispatch saying that Olson was going
to call an election he made some qualifying statements.
In the one dispatch printed here they were quite unin-
telligible. 1 presume, in transmission, they lost their

meaning.
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The second event of importance was
the election for the revenue bonds in San Francisco.
I know only of the result here through Franck Haven-
ner*s office. From i1t Miss Connor obtained the in-
formation that the revenue bonds had been beaten two
to one. 1 don*t see how this was possible with Ha-
venner in the City in behalf of the bonds, and cert-
ainly, i1t is incomprehensible when you consider that
Olson with Havenner held a meeting iIn San Francisco.
I rather think, without knowing the subject at all
fully, that Havenner was right in the position that
he takes, but 1 confess 1 am doubtful of any opinion
I might express, because 1 paid little or no atten-
tion to what iIs at issue.

The third thing of more importance
is the tremendous victory of McAdoo-Neblett in the
latter”™ suit iIn Los Angeles. A verdict of $70,000
is something of a verdict even though you never collect
a cent of i1t, and it looked from the publication in the
only paper that 1 saw - Manchesf&%oddyls - as 1T Neblett

had rather been overwhelmed with testimony and checks.
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Without knowing anything about the matter, 1 would not
have given a bad dollar for his chances of a verdict.
Thus, my son, you see how little value are our judgments
at times.

We have fTinished, as you know-, our
hearings on the Neutrality law, and now they*11 be
jockeying for position for some little time. 1 do not
think the Administration wishes anything to be done. It
lost i1ts Interest in the result when we hammered so much
upon an unbridled discretion, and what we termed the
vital change of permitting any one to designate an ag-
gressor. They wished both these, and they will get nei-
ther; and i1If we have, accomplished nothing else, we have
done this great service. Like everybody else, 1 am
lulled Into, perhaps, a false security, but 1 can not now
see that war is certainly coming. Hitler, the mad man
of Europe, 1Is as unpredictable as the great politician,
who iIs the head of affairs in America, and perhaps we*11
wake up some fine morning to find he has taken Danzig, and
criss-crossed theABﬁFUﬁg corridor. The pretense about
going to war to saVe democracy has been pretty well been

disposed of. When the lousiest dictator nations on earth}
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Rumania, Poland, and of course, Russia, are eagerly
sought by France and England to make the world safe
for democracy again, sophiseated Americans have only
a smile; and when we*re indulging in the ridiculous
scenes we presented here in welcoming a man who has
abolished all elections In Nicaragua, and would seize
with avidity the outstretched hands of German
Bush ( God save the name) of Bolivia, who, in one fell
sweep destroyed every civil liberty, including parlia-
ment, the courts, political parties, and those attached
to individuals, It takes a pretty solemn individual to
pretend any longer we*re ready to fight for this sort
of democracy.

Yesterday, the new Mayor of Los Angeles,
Fletcher Bowron, called upon me, and I had half an hour
chat with him. Do you know him, or do you know anything
about him? Of course, |1 could only skim the surface
with him, and perhaps he has i1deas tucked away to which
he did not give voice. He seemed, however, a rather de-
cent man, and this was evidenced when he said he would
be for me bext year. Donlt think I count too greatly upon
this sort of thing. |1 received i1t with thanks, but with

no very great hopes of seeing it transmuted iInto activity,
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when the time arrives. So | ought to say to you that
when 1 say that he displays a wise discrimination |1
speak rather sarcastically. |1 am gradually learning
that 1 must explain my bad habit, especially to the
infernal reporters here. |1 find myself chatting away
in a most extravagant fashion, with a perfectly straight
face, and they have neither the understanding, nor the
background, nor the education, to know when one speaks
ironically.

There was an article iIn the New York
Times recently about the President”™ plan for crossing
the continent sometime the latter part of June. The
statement was boldly made by the correspondent of the
Times here, and the story was a front-page story, that
his trip was political in character, and would be dir-
ected principally at ijt. |1 have been subject to a good
deal of “raggingll on the part of the Democrats who were
sought to be "'purged” by the President, which, of course,
I have taken good-naturedly, and said that if his purge
were no more successful than had been those he conducted
during the campaign last year, 1 had no objection to any-
thing he might say. Confidentially, if he cracks at me
on this trip, 1 will crack back, respectfully, of course,

but emphatically,
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I would give you forty guesses and
bet you a big apple, you could not guess where Mother
and 1 went yesterday afternoon. There was no session
of the Senate, and Mother and Miss Connor are iIn con-
stant conspiracy to get me out of the office. Confi-
dentially, 1 will tell you that they are right. It
relieves me Immensely when 1 am tense to get an hour
or two when 1 am diverted and doing nothing. Yester-
day I found myself with two good seats to the baseball
game. 1 was very busy until the afternoon, and then
having no one else to go with me, your Mother insisted
on coming. We really had a bully time, and saw a fair-
ly good game - six to three won by Washington against
Cleveland. It has been so many years since 1 took
Mother to a baseball game that 1 don’t want to think of
them. Barring the fact that the termometer was nearly
90, everything was lovely. 1 could very soon get my zest
back for baseball 1f 1 went enough.

Mother heard the dreadful news Just last
Monday of Mrs. Havens* sickness. She is afflicted with
a mortal malady apparently, although probably she does
not know it. It struck your Motherfz big heap, and 1

really felt shocked, too. Too many good people are

passing away, and as | have said to you more than once,
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a great deal of my time is taken up with telegrams of
condolence to relatives and old friends. What an un-
fortunate thing that we can not reverse the scheme of
creation, and have the last days full of happiness,
joy and health 1!

wWith love to Hiram, Philip, and Miss
Schow, in which Mother joins, we both are

Affectionately yours,
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,
Attorney at law,

Mills Building,

San Francisco, California
My dear Jack:

I want to reply to the letters that have come
from you this week but I have not them before me. 1 take
your letters home for your Mother to see, and, unfortu-
nately, 1 forgot to bring them back.

First, the suggestion that you made about the
election™ this year upon the petition of the "Ham and
Eggers™ 1 think an excellent one. Strangely enough, af-
ter your letter was received by me, Walter Jones blew iIn
here, and in talking casually with me, he said he had Just
left Downey, whom he had asked to write Olson that he”vould
postpone the elections until next year. His theory was
that the "ham and eggs™ people would try to have the matter
submitted this year, and iIn case of failure, submit It
again next year. 1 did not say anything to Jones about
your views of the matter, because he had already acted.

I don"t know what Downey®"s Influence with Olson is. If
I could believe him, as he talked to me on other subjects,

it 1s absolutely nil, but 1 am afraid he and the truth are

strangers at times, and 1 don"t place much reliance iIn what
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he says. Upon the other things suggested by you concerning
the record of a gentleman in some reform school, better let
that rest temporarily. 1 don®"t think it would be anything
to his discredit 1If it was in the far distant past, and 1
would not want to be a party to digging up a record such as
that.

You were right about the announcement of my can-
didacy. It came about quite naturally, and the response from
the state has been very pleasant to contemplate. The legis-
lature treated me very decently, and 1 tried to acknowledge
to the individuals who were responsible for i1t, my gratitude
and appreciation.

It may Interest you to know that Jones has become
quite an adherent of Olson. He was a little cag6y in talking
to me on the subject, but 1 think 1 could discover back of
what he said, his real position, and 1 think It
came from a cause, which C.K. never would tolerate, -
public printing in newspapers over which Olson had some au-
thority. Mrs. McClatchy made this remark to me once long
ago, but I paid little attention to It at the time.

We have been engaged here upon the neutrality laws,
but welre as confused and as uncertain now as we were when we
commenced. | have clung to the idea that we would be just as

well off 1If we repealed the laws and depended upon inter-
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national law. 1 recognize the futility of that possibility
in case of war, but there would be no hardship in attempting
it, and every nation would know what our position was, and
how we were going to maintain it.

I was so sorry Hiram was sick. The sicknesses of
the boys worry me. They are too young and ought to be too
vigorous to be laid up every little while, and Philipp
illnesses have been, 1 think, very serious. 1 was glad to
note from your letter that he came back In good shape, and
I hope he will continue so.

Of course, 1 don"t like the International situa-
tion, and I am striving as best | can to have our country
kept out of 1t. 1 am perfectly certain the President 1is
equally anxious to take us iIn, and he eagerly grasps at any
excuse to involve us. He has already severed our llfeline-
our lifeline for one hundred and fifty years, and has assumed
a certain over-lordship of all Europe. Of.this, more anon.

Judge Roche has been here for a few days, and,
inasmuch as he never before was in Washington, he has enjoyed
himselt like a big boy. Q-ood luck to you at Sacramento! It
seems to me that Olson displays an erratic mentality, and
that he talks too much, and 1 fear, therefore, that you can-
not be certain from one day to another of what he will do.

Perhaps this comes from his illness, although the Califor-

nians, who have been here this week, Indicate that he has
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pretty thoroughly recovered, and that he has no organic

derangemente

Mother joins in love to the boys, Miss Schow,

and yourself.

Affectionately,



Hfram W. Johnson Papers

KEY PITTMAN, NEV., CHAIRMAN

PAT HARRISON, MISS. WILLIAM E. BORAH, IDAHO

WALTER F. GEORGE, GA. HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CALIF.

ROBERT F* WAGNER, N. Y. ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS.

TOM CONNALLY, TEX. ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE, JR., WIS.

J. HAMILTON LEWIStILL. ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH* 1 N -
ELBERT D. THOMAS, UTAH WALLACE H. WHITE, JR., MAINE JHC] | |feb lales JS>9XXXt|e
FREDERICK VAN NUY&, IND. HENRIK 8HIPSTEAD, MINN.

JAMES E. MURRAY, MONT.

LEWIS B, SCHWELLENBACH, WASH. COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
CLAUDE PEPPER, FLA.

THEODORE F. GREEN, R. I. =

ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. Aprl | 29, 1939

ROBERT R. REYNOLDS, N. C.
JOSEPH F< GUFFEY, PA.
GUY M. GILLETTE, IOWA

Bancroft Library

EDWARD J. TRENWITH, CLERK
JAMES A. WHITE, ASST. CLERK

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,
Attorney at law,
Mills Building,
San Francisco, California
My dear Jack:

Saturday morning, and the whole Congress is
preparing to go to the New York World®"s Fair tomorrow.
It 1s amazing the number of people you can get to go to
anything if you pay the expenses of the trip, and the
New Yorkers have been exceedingly generous. They fur-
nish a train here at eight o"clock in the morning, with
a dine"r attached without compensation of any kind. They
feed and take care of the members of Congress during the
day, and furnish a train to return, with diner, at nine
o"clock at night, which will reach here in the wee small
hours of Monday. |1 have, no doubt, they will have sever-
al hundred attending. The majority of the Senate, 1 think,
will be there. Your Mother and I will not. The reason
is that we both object to anybody else paying our way any
place, and we"re so particular in this regard, that even

a mass Hegira like tomorrow®s does not attract us. Then,

in addition to this, i1t will be a perfectly killing day.
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I am rather careful now, as you know, of running any
chances, either for your Mother or myself. This New
York Fair has treated the national legislators with
great courtesy and consideration, - something that the
San Francisco Fair has neglected to do. They provided
hooks for everybody who will attend there, provided a
preview of the Fair, and now, on the Opening Day, cart

a whole lot of us, all expenses paid, to New York, and
back again. OF course, New York expects to get another
appropriation, Just as California expects to get another
appropriation. Both of them claim to have paid sums for
the setup of foreign exhibits that, In the aggregate,have
amounted, In New York®"s instance to a million and a half,
and in California®s to $800,000, or thereabouts. They
will, no doubt, be able to have these sums appropriated
at once now, and of course, there never was any doubt
about obtaining California*s sum, because G-eorge Creel
will see to that.

Of course, everybody was listening iIn, or sub-
sequently reading Hitler"s response yesterday. 1 wish you
would take 1t up where he begins answering the President
in detailed form. 1 read this over very carefully last
night, and 1 thought Hitler had all the better of the ar-

gument. | am not referring now to his cruelties, or bar-
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barities, which can not be Justified,but to his response

to what Roosevelt suggested. Everybody thought and thinks
it a bounden duty to denounce Hitler and praise Roosevelt,
but a few people, to whom I have talked, who were at all
critical or fair-minded, believed that on the argumentative
sections of the Presidents note and Hitler*s reply, the
latter had all the better of it; but if you will notice

upon one Important point all the American press maintains

a singularly discreet silence. To me it is one of the most
important. This is, the naming of the thirty-two countries
by Roosevelt. |If we pass over his gratuitous insult to
them iIn not consulting them before demanding to know whether
Hitler would cross their boundaries, we*re at once struck

by their replies, which give the lie to any fear upon their
part. The matter that is 6f iImportance, however, is that an
American President should assume an over-lordship of thirty-
two nations, most of them situated in Europe, some of them
situated iIn Asia, and Africa. It is an astonishing change

in our policy, which nobody thinks of. Roosevelt put his
chin out, and he got a resounding whack on it, in my opinion.
The Krock statement of his desire to meet Hitler and Mussolini
on some prior occasion in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean
secretly upon a warship, I am privately told is absolutely

accurate, although 1 don*t, for a moment, trust Krock. If it
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Is accurate, It shows what 1 have believed for a year and

a half, that Roosevelt is afflicted with "delusions of

grandeur’™, and sees himself In a picture In a circumambient

atmosphere as the very ruler of the universe. He has

the press, the radio, and every means of publication at

his command, and so youlll get no fair reaction upon the

situation that has developed now. Each man that is capable

of thinking - there probably i1s one In a hundred - ought

to think out this thing for himself, and be perfectly sat-

isfied with his own conclusion. He would come nearer this

way than reading a hundred newspapers, or pretending the

same fTidelity and enthusiasm. They are beginning the old
that they attempted during the world war to prevent

any criticism at all. Then It was that you were a GCherman,

that you had German blood in you, that you were a German

spy, or worse than all, a German sympathizer, if you

questioned anything or anybody. The other night at the

Gridiron Dinner, Roosevelt said, substantially, this -

That there were certain Senators opposed to his foreign

policy, they sought the erection of a monument to them in

the streets of Rome or the squares of Berlin. 11 seek for

my monument, one upon American soil only that will be raised

to me for my services to democracy” Hugh Johnson paraphrased

this somewhat when he testified before our Committee. He
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sought, he said, no monument in Berlin or Rome, or 1in
Paris, or in London, $igt he wanted one only in Ockmulgee,
Oklahoma.

I have reached the conclusion there will be no
war, and that our fears are unfounded. There may be some
attempts by Hitler and Mussolini to grab territory which
they think they have some claim to, but 1 doubt very much
iT the grabbing of this territory unless i1t be from an Im-
portant part of either France of England, will cause these
two countries to fight. Roosevelt wants to fight for any
little thing. He wants, as I wrote you a couple of weeks
ago, to endeavor to knock down two dictators in Europe, so
that one may be firmly Implanted in America. Among this
talk of dictators it iIs very iInteresting to note that Bolivia
which was listed as a Republic by the State Department, and
a Republic for which we were to manufacture guns and build
ships of war, over night recently, the ruling faction in
Bolivia abrogated the Constitution, the Congress, all the
political parties, Indeed, made a clean sweep of everything,
so that there is Just a one-man government there, the kind
the South Americans like. We prate a great deal about South
America and the Monroe D&ctrine. 1 am all for it, but there

can be very little Justification for our hot enthusiasm in
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behalf of the dictatorship of Bolivia, or Peru, or even
Brazil.

When the testimony is finally printed on the
subject of neutrality 1 will send you copy of 1t. 1 am
engaged at present in presenting about five witnesses,
who are experts in International law. One of them has
testified, thus far, and made an excellent witness. If
the others do as well as Dr. Tanslll did, 1 shall be en-
tirely satisfied.

Mother is in fair condition, and 1 am very
grateful that 1 keep iIn good shape.

wWith love to Hiram, Philip, and Miss Schow,
in which Mother joins, 1 am

Affectionately,



KEY PITTMAN, NEV., CHAIRMAN
PAT HARRISON, MISS. WILLIAM E. BORAH, IDAHO
WALTER F. GEORGE, GA. HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CALIF.
ROBERT Frf WAGNER, N. Y. ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS.
TOM CONNALLY, TEX.
J. HAMILTON LEWIS, ILL. ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH,
ELBERT D. THOMAS, UTAH WALLACE H. WHITE, JR., MAINE
FREDERICK VAN NUY6, IND. HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN.
JAMES E. MURRAY, MONT.
LEWIS B. SCHWELLENBACH, WASH.
CLAUDE PEPPER, FLA.
THEODORE F. GREEN, R. I.
ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY.
ROBERT R. REYNOLDS, N. C.
JOSEPH F. GUFFEY, PA.
GUY M. GILLETTE, IOWA

ROBERTM.LAFOLLETTE, JR., WIS.

O
TUOMFeb /Siaies JSbetutie

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

May 6, 1939

Hiram W. Johnson FijJITI
Bancroft Library

EDWARD J. TRENWITH, CLERK
JAMES A. WHITE, ASST. CLERK

Hr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr._,
973 G-reen Street,
San Francisco, California
My dear Jack

It was mighty good of you to send me your
note from the Sacramento Hotel on the 3rd of May, and
I was more than delighted to have it. It reached me
on the morning of the 5th. The little speech that 1
made was one of those Impromptu and extemporaneous
speeches that arose at the moment. 1 had been all
the morning iIn the Foreign Relations Committee. We
meet every morning, running 1til twelve thirty.
I cane on to the floor in the Senate,and Bankhead was
just finishing debating his Resolution. As soon as |
had the opportunity I responded, and it was fine to
see the response from the galleries. Applause of any
sort Is forbidden In the Senate, but sometimes i1t spon-
taneously arises. This i1s what occurred. | did not
talk J-ong as you*11 note, and said Just enough to have
the entire press carry it. | have been getting a much
larger mail ever since from the different states, and
California has Just begun to make Itself manifest in

this mall. If this Administration thinks i1ts endeavors
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to maneuver us into this war are popular, i1t has
another think coming. The great newspapers, and
the people at the head of affairs, may believe war
iIs popular, and particularly this war, that they
would have the United States embark upon, but 1
think I can tell them with accuracy, that the great
mass of the people, the inarticulate mass, as |1
used to say, are bitterly opposed to any war at all.
Yesterday, iIn this City, we witnessed a
singular pageant. The President of the rotten little
state of Nicaragua ( you*1l remember its port of
Cor™nto, where we stayed a couple of days ) was wel-
comed by our President with pomp unknown, and hitherto
unseen by our people. Tanks without number, siXx
thousand soldiers, all the aircraft that could be com-
mandeered ( between fifty and sixty in number ) -
pomp, pageantry, and splendor, and how the poor people
of this City love it ! 1 tell you there was thought
for serious-minded men 1in the lavish display. Yester-
day, we outdid Hitler and Mussolini. 1 think it shows
that the minds of those who govern us are running par-
allel with those of the dictators, - even ahead of them.
You will remember how very recently Hitler had a display

of so many troops which showed the might of Germany,
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and just after that Mussolini demonstrated the power of
Italy in the long feathers of the Bersagliera Jjod, pa-
rading poor devils who are to he shot down in case of
war. Roosevelt, not to he behind, called everything
that he could yesterday of a warlike nature to Impress
the President of a tottering Repuhlic, who, possibly,
may he President a day or two, or for life, and the
motive was the same iIn each of these would-be dictators*
minds, - to show the world their strength, and power, and
blood-killing possibilities. 1 really think our Presi-
dent 1n his "delusions of grandeur'™ has gone far beyond

what we have thought.

I am unable to determine Just what the situation

is in California. 1 am waiting until tonight to read the
California papers and see what happened to Olson*s budget,

etc. The ones 1 read last night were of Monday, so you

can see how far behind 1 am yet. They have developed some
things by an investigation of the WPA, but infinitely worse
has been developed in the Congress - waste, extravagance,
and i1nefficiency have been proven here. This the iInvesti-
gation in California has not really touched. The Workers*
Alliance has been shown up to be a communistic organization,

and when once you prove that, you prove their real motive
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always 1is destruction. All their prating about humanity
and endeavoring to relieve the "111-fed","ill-clothed",
and "ill-housed”™ is so much hypocrisy with the ultimate
object in view of trying to cause trouble and even ruin.
I think it a horrible thing that certain of the legis-
lators* homes were picketed by a hundred or more pickets
because they did not vote for some items in Olson*s budget.
I could not see tfrat in the limited time | had, that".the
papers really denounced this, except the Hearst papers*
Am 1 \m>ng about this? It certainly bodes i1ll for a state
or a government either when these things can pass unnoticed,
and even be Justified. |1 have been watching to see whether
Olson calls a special election as you indicated he might
in a previous letter of yours, upon the Ham and Eggs $30
a week every Thursday proposition. OFf course 1 would be
very glad to see this done, but I doubt very much if he
will do 1t. It will be first one excuse, and then another.
George Cameron called the other day. Personally
he is extremely friendly, but he talked an Interminable time
about the policy of the Chronicle, and I will be shot if 1
was able to determine what he was driving at, except that
he had Incurred innumerable enmities in switching his conser-

vative policy to a radical one.
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We had a letter from Philip the other day
that was a great relief. He said he was feeling fine,
and that he had his health back 100$, etc. Mother and
I were very greatly relieved about him. 1 personally
felt that a youngster who had suffered the very ex-
treme temperature that he did would be a long time
getting back to normal.

I send this letter to you now with an immedi-
ate delivery stamp. It should reach you Sunday night.
Do they thus come to you?

Mother Joins in love to the boys and Miss Schow.

Affectionately,
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,
973 Green Street,

San Francisco, California
My dear Jack:

I received copy of the editorial iIn the Hearst
papers that you sent me, and 1 thank you for It. It
appeared In all the papers. As I said to you last week,
the Hearst string of newspapers Is the only one which
fearlessly fights on. There are some papers that still
have some expression in regard to the situation now ex-
isting here, but the most of them tremble in their boots
in fear of their Jewish advertisers. Since the Presi-
dents letter to Hitler and Mussolini, and Hitler*s re-
sponse, he has maintained silence. 1 know his restless
mentality so well that I think he iIs contemplating some
other move. He will only be restrained by his inability
to feel that any move can be made that will be successful.

We closed on Monday last the Neutrality hearings.
The record will be printed and will be completed, the
Clerk of the Committee assures me today, next Tuesday,

I will send you the complete record, and you can glance

over it at your convenience, If you desire. |1 think we
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pretty well exhausted the subjectfbeginning with

Dr. C. 0. Tanslll, the witnesses called, were called
at my instance, with the exception of the last one
who testified, Dr. James T. Shotwell, who is an out-
and-out League of Nations* man, 1 think. The matter
will be fought out now In executive sessions of the
Committee. 1 do not feel the importance of a hard
and fast neutrality bill that is attached to it by
the civic organizations which have taken interest iIn
the subject matter. Great Britain has a rule which
has controlled their course of conduct, - business as
usual. And none of the neutral countries has felt it
necessary to adopt any law on neutrality.

I try to follow in the papers what i1s happening
in California. | confess it is a very difficult thing
to do, particularly when 1 am five days behind in my
reading. The only thing that I can be sure of,is that
the state is in the utmost confusion today, to which
Olson has greatly contributed; and in the hands of peo-
ple who like to call themselves ~“liberal', but whose
liberality general consists of an extreme generosity
with other people’s money. | don’t like the number of

Communists and communistic sympathizers, who, apparently,
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are occupying high positions in the state government.
I think i1t bodes ill for the state.

I was very glad to note the good health of both
the boys. 1 Intend to write each of them a letter as
soon as | have the opportunity.

Mother joins in love to them, Miss 8chow, and
yourself.

Affectionately,
/Xyt
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EDWARD J. TRENWITH, CLERK
JAMES A. WHITE, ASST. CLERK

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,
Attorney at law,

Mills Building,

San Francisco, California
My dear Jack:

I did not have before me your letter which
was written in the fashion of a columnist when I wrote
you yesterday. | think it was a very clever idea, and
I Intended to take up in regular order the matters you
referred to, and answer them. This, 1 do now.

You remark about Mr. Byrnes, Assemblyman
from Humboldt, and the radio station at Marysville.

I received his wire and his letter. 1 responded to the
latter. A communication has been sent to him from the
Federal Communications Commission giving him the status
of the application. He, doubtless, has had i1t before
this time, although he did not have it at the time your
letter was written. Welre following the case as best
we can, and will keep him advised.

Lieutenant-Governor Patterson is a ubiquitous
gentleman, apparently. | never pick up a paper but what

he has made a speech of some kind somewhere. He has now

interfered In the bond election at San Francisco, and in
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common with that distinguished gentleman, Congressman

Franck Havenner, he i1s making a fight for the bonds.

I don*t know enough about the situation to be certain

of which side i1s correct, although I rather imagine he
has hit the bull”™ eye in this. He 1i1s, apparently, a

man who can not hasten slowly, and God pity the Gover-
nors family, If the Governor becomes really iIncapaci-
tated.

I had quite a laugh out of the chairman of
the public utilities committee of the Assembly. 1 notice
that Senator Rich has returned, and the amenities have
passed between him and Sewall. | think, of course, he
did the only possible thing to do in yielding the lead-
ership to Sewall.

Young Dockweiler is here overseeing the work
of the Congressmen and Senators from California, and
checking up upon their activities. 1 pay no attention
to him, and for that reason, he, being a conceited ass,

I presume to will hate me. It is a piece of presumption
on his part to be here, but it is worse on the part of

Olson to send him here. He receives $12,000 a year, all
his expenses, which include hotel room, office headquar-

ters, clerks, etc. (his office has nothing to do except

to write letters to the Governor); and generally speaking,
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his Job Is a sinecure, which, i1t Is an outrage to impose
upon the state. The officers of the state are elected
by the people, and i1t is perfectly ridiculous to have a
boy, who served a couple of terms iIn congress, and then
ran as a ham and egger for Governor, back here over-
seeing them. There is a real rebellion among the Con-
gressmen, and any day, | expect some fellow will have
nerve enough to blow off about it. |If he gets in my way
in the Senate 1 will take the lead in doing it, but, so
long as he does not trouble me I won.*t bother with him.
He i1s at present engaged In the delectable task of lead-
ing Mr. Downey around by the nose.

I write this As a sort of supplement to my
letter of yesterday.

with love,

Affectionately,
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,
973 Green Street,

San Francisco, California
My dear Jack:

We were delighted to have your wire
yesterday morning telling us that you were all right,
and that you would remain in Sacramento for the rest
of the session. Both Mother and 1 congratulate you
very heartily. 1 don"t know whether the Governor hAs
in mind calling an extra session. Apparently, he 1is
dallying with the thought. |If he gets a bump upon
his budget, 1 rather think he will turn that way.
There i1s an additional reason - that he likes to be
the centre of the limelight, and he cannot very well
be unless something is going on. 1 am beginning to
think the Olson family iIs as '"nuts" as another great
family i1In the national government. | read of the
young man®s probable candidacy for Senator, and the
old man®s chameleon-like views, and they struck me
as the "howling dervishes"™ of politics of the State
of California. 1 don"t want you to think from this

that 1 am laboring under any delusions concerning the

campaign. The more 1 think of it, the less Inviting
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it "becomes. 1 am gradually reaching the conclusion
that politics has passed me by. I cannot become a
ham and egger, and preach that doctrine to a lot of
poor people. I would hate myself forever more if
I did that, and yet, i1t seems to be the prevailing
issue in our political economy in California; and
the strange thing about it is that papers like the
Chronicle and the News, while mildly and gently rem-
onstrating, will not, because of fear of reprisal,
make a real fight against it. well, we can only do
what seems to us we ought to do, and let the results
take care of themselves.

I notice you have had Farley in the
State iIn the last few days, and he has delivered his
sterotyped, copper-plate addresses. 1 did not notice
a great outpouring of ordinary citizens, but, of
course, the "faithful™, and those who hold the offices,
attended, and cheered him to the echo. He 1is indulging
in a political™pereginatlon, whidBa some of the papers
here assume to be for himself, but which the most astute
really believe to be for Roosevelt. 1 have been saying

for more than a year now that Roosevelt was a candidate
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for a third term. 1 was pretty well pooh-poohed,
hut politicians, in the main, have now reached that
conclusion. That he can renominate himself, 1 have
not the slightest doubt. 1 think there is more doubt
about his election, but I do not share the absolute
confidence of the Republicans here as to the result.
I don"t think they give enough importance to the el-
elments.created by Roosevelt, which constitute his
great voting strength, - the WPA, the PWA, relatives
of the CCC, and those who, otherwise, are on relief.
It gives him an enormous advantage to start with.

am iIn receipt this morning of a
letter from one James B. Crane, Director of Publicity
Iin Washington for the Golden G-ate Exposition, which
begins with - "On behalf of the Honorable Leland
Guttler | Chairman of the Golden G-ate International
Exposition, | have the honor to invite you to serve
on a reception committee of which Sheridan Downey is
chairman and to attend a reception to be held on the
steps of the Capitol at twelve o"clock, Monday,
May 29th. "

How kind of the Exposition and

Leland "Cuttler”! 1 can"t tell you how much I appre-
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elate this thoughtfulness on the part of the San
Francisco Exposition, and I am writing this today
to Cutler. 1Tls ever thus.

Mother i1s fairly well. We both
were very much interested in the submarine disaster
and iIn the subsequent efforts to rescue the men.

We rejoiced, as everybody else did, iIn the rescue

of some, but neither of us has sufficient knowledge
of mechanics to understand why others could not have
been saved.

The war scare is fading out. Roose-
velt i1s using every endeavor to get us out of here at
the earliest possible moment, and some of us feel per-
fectly certain that if he succeeds, that within a week
or two he will do some act which will take us into war.
When you look back over what has transpired, at his
provocative utterances beginning with the Chicago speech
on quarantining, and then his repeated statements that
we*11 aid the democracies, and then his demand that Hit-
ler sign a non-aggression compact relating to all the
countries of Europe, and some of Asia and Africa, |1 think,
very plainly 1t proves what his desire was, and is. | cut

out of the New York Times recently an editorial, in which
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it was stated that we could no longer assert we were
going to rescue the democracies of Europe because of
the way i1n which they and we were wooing Russia. And
they concluded by saying that the people of the de-
mocracies were, 1in reality, benefited much more by
war than the totalitarian governments. We read no
more of the democracies of Europe and the necessity
of saving them. And the perfect nonsense of the
proposed dealing with one-man governments in South
and Central America - real dictatorships there -
as has been contemplated by our country, and is con-
templated yet, makes me so damned mad, "but | can not
arouse a bit of Interest in this part of the Adminis-
trationls program.

Mother joins in love to Hiram,
Philip, Miss Schow and to you.

Affectionately,
Jfr~cL



