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1933*December 13,

Mr« Hiram W. Johnson, J r*,
Attorney at law.
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, da ltfo rn la

My dear Jacks

On my desk as I  arrived today X found the 
fo llow ing memorandum, which, among other things, was 
presented to me by Miss Gannon

*Hr* Tomas In .1. as you know, represents the 
Metropolitan Bridge Project* Congressman Lea has been 
working with Mr* Sernas In i on th is projact* Mr* Lea knows 
Mr* Tomas in i very well* end w© have cooperated with Mr*
Lea* A fter Mr* Lea le f t  fo r C a lifo rn ia  Tomasini’ s project 
was rejected on the ground that the t r a f f ic  over the 
bridge would not Justify the loan* Tomas in i takes issue  
with the Board which rejected th is project* He olaims he 
is  a t r a f f ic  expert* has written books on the subject* and 
knows more about t r a f f ic  than the Board which rejected h is  
project* and he claims further the Board did not give him a 
satisfactory  hearing, some of them running o ff  to keep en­
gagements In the afternoon* Secretary Xckes would not see 
Mr* Toma a in i because he said the project was rejected by his 
Board, and there m s nothing he could ask* Mr* Tomas in i has 
f i le d  an appeal with Secretary Xckes* and he asks to see you 
to get your advice* He has been here f iv e  months but w il l  
continue to remain here in the hope he can get the loan* The 
amount he asks is  seventeen m illion* His attorney here is  
Colonel Brand, son-in-law  of former Senator MoCumber, a gradu­
ate of West Point and a regular Army man* Incidentally  he 
showed me a wire from your son addressed to h is attorney*
It  seems Mr* Tomas in i got h is attorney to take up with your 
son the matter of his employment le g a lly  AFT3H they get th is  
loan* The wire from your son* as X understand it ,  indicated  
he might accept i f  sa tis fac t ry arrangements could be made*
I f  they can* t get the fu l l  loan they w i l l  ask part to enable 
them to get the work started* X don’ t think he stands any 
ohanoe of getting seventeen m illion* but X understand Mr* Lea 
may aid them in amending the application and w il l  continue to 
figh t fo r  them. "

You asked me about Tomas in i and I  had not the 
s ligh test remembrance of him* X re c a ll him now as being the



representative here o f the scheme fo r  a bridge and tube 
across the north arm o f the San Franolsoo Bay# X onoe 
to ld  Mr# heaf I f  he d ffired  t t # X would be very g lad  to 
fo llow  him* X learned subsequently, as Miss Connor^ 
memorandum states, th is scheme was not viewed favorably  
by those In authority here# X am sending th is by airm ail 
at once, because o f my absolute forgetfu lness of the In­
d ividual and of the scheme when you spoke to me about it#

Affect ionat e ly ,
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December 19, 1933.

Hiram W. 
Baitcroft

Mr. Hiram W.Johnson, J r .,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C aliforn ia

My dear Jack:

Yesterday I had a conference with Colonel 

Waite, in which I took up the Sausalito Yacht Harbor.

I had before that requested Waite to go through the 

matter, and he had done so. I am repeating now merely 

what he said:

He thought the application had been hurriedly  

prepared, and it  did not show the d eta il that was de­

sired  by the department. Some of those in the various 

divisions under him thought that ample security was not 

provided, aj^w^s^la^kingH he detail as to earning ca­

pacity and possib le  income. The general facts with which 

I was fam ilia r, location of the Yacht Harbor in San Fran­

cisco, caring fo r but one-fourth of the yachts of our Bay, 

the necessity fo r  another harbor, the charges across the 

Bay at Sausalito, the work that could be done there, etc.

I explained to him tjje sjimadriten, showed him a map of the 

Bay- locations, and even a picture of the Kemah. He has 

never been in C alifo rn ia , and lik e  most of them here, has 

no conception of San Francisco Bay or of our State.
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I  took it  from his conversation which was entire ly  

friend ly , that there has been no de fin ite  conclusion 

in respect to the application fo r Sausalito, and that 

he dug it  out of the records at my request. I have 

not gone over the application at a l l ,  and so personally  

I know nothing about i t .  From what the Colonel said, 

i f  the necessity exists at a l l ,  I  think the application  

ought to be amended, so that c learly  it  demonstrates the 

lik e ly  income in d e ta il, and the absolute adequacy of the 

security. From your le t te r  of the 16th received this  

morning and from your ta lk  with me, I note that you are 

obtaining the appraisal of the Mayor of San Rafael. I  w i l l  

see that this is  duly f i le d .

The San Francisco representatives, and a large  

number from Los Angeles are here on the projects of these 

two lo c a lit ie s .  A ll of these projects are public in char­

acter, I think it  is  the policy of the P. W. A. to post­

pone private a c t iv it ie s  u n til a fter the determination of 

the public pro jects. The rea l d if f ic u lty  here has been 

to break down the unreasoning prejudice against allowing  

C alifo rn ia  anything more of any kind or character, and I  

can assure you this is  no small task.

One thing has occurred to me in connection with

your matter, and that is  th is:
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Marin is  in .the congressional d is t r ic t  of Lea* 

He is ,  in my opinion, one of the very best Congressmen we 

have. He is the dean of the C a lifo rn ia  House Delegation, 

a Democrat, who stands high in Democratic circ les#  I f  

there was any way to en list his. services, it  would he of 

extreme value, and I  think th is ought not to he d i f f ic u lt ,  

because his d is t r ic t  has received mighty l i t t l e  from a l l  

of the a c t iv it ie s  of the Federal Government. Are there 

some of the Marin people who could get Lea interested?

I am writing you now so le ly  about the one 

matter. I have just read with the greatest astonishment 

your le t te r  of the 16th concerning the swiping of things 

at Archie*s house. I w i l l  try to reply during the week 

to you. I am as busy as I was in San Francisco; indeed, 

more so, fo r the moment, but I  have been hoping very 

shortly to get the C alifo rn ia  projects out of the way.

With love to a l l ,

Af f  ect ionat e ly ,



December 31, 1933*

Mr* Hiram W.Johnson, J r «,  
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, Californ ia

My dear Jack 3

Yesterday Tomasini ca lled  at the o ffic e  
and le f t  a copy of your le t te r  dated December 15 to 
him* I enclose the copy herein* X hare not seen him, 
but 1 assume the purpose o f 1 earing the copy o f le t te r  
with Miss Connor was to demonstrate what tie was doing 
In the employment of an attorney* To put It  b lun tly , 
apparently, the man, at h is wtt9s ends, and in despair 
and broke, because o f his fa ilu re  before  the authori­
t ie s  here, is  seeking to en list same kind o f an e ffo rt  
on my pari by suggesting your employment* Our opinions, 
in suoti circumstances, would be exactly the same*

The memorandum that I  sent you which 1 found 
on my desk when I  returned, written by Miss Connor, 
was, X think, illuminating* He wants to bu ild  a bridge  
over the Contra Costa side, and has had the active sup­
port of Congressman Lea* Congressman Lea, X think a 
very fin e  character* X to ld  Sea on one occasion that X 
was very glad to fo llow  him, and Miss Connor being aware 
of that, made an endorsement of a telegram Lea had written, 
This telegram with Miss Connor9s endorsement in my name 
Tomas in i had photographed and had circulated# This is ,  
doubtless, what he sent you*

X am w riting a l l  th is s tu ff  to you because when 
f i r s t  you asked me about Tomas in i and h is corporation, 
he and it  had gone en tire ly  out o f my mind, and X to ld  you 
In Ban Francisco I  did not know anything snout e ither, 
and unless there is  something X do not now understand,
I don91 want to know anything about or touch either* I 9 ve 
written Lea asking him to o a ll Immediately a fte r h is return

H astily  and affeotion&tely,



Sunday, December 31, 1933

Mr. Hiram W.Johnson, J r. t 
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia

My dear Jacks

X wrote you very h astily  yesterday that 

the committee had not approved Sausalito Yacht Harbor 

Project among those fo r  C a lifo rn ia  which have ju st been 

allowed, the meeting of the committee was held Thursday. 

A very great number of pro jects from d iffe ren t states  

were acted upon, and a la rge  number from C alifo rn ia  were 

in the l i s t .  My understanding now is  that some particu­

la r  bureau o f the P.W.A# did not include the Sausalito  

Yacht Harbor P ro ject, and fo r  that reason it  was not pre­

sented with the others on la s t  Thursday. A fter the ap­

proval o f projeots o f th is sort by the committee, they 

have to be approved by the President, and that approval 

I understand was forthcoming yesterday, Saturday. I  have 

been u tterly  unable to obtain the d e ta ils  o f the meeting 

or to learn  ju st  what pro jects were adopted. X had kept 

tab upon those from C a lifo rn ia  including the Yacht Harbor, 

and a fte r  the meeting Thursday, Colonel Waite to ld  me over 

the §phone that Sausalito Harbor and Newport Beach Harbor 

had been adopted. He wrote me, however, the fo llow ing day



ju st the b rie fe s t  note saying that Sausalito bad not been 

included in the l i s t -  X have been trying since to get the 

information requ is ite  to enable me to state to you Just 

exactly what has deferred action, but yesterday* Saturday* 

today and tomorrow are a l l  holidays here* and It  has been 

quite impossible fo r  me to obtain what I wish, 1 am send­

ing  th is note to you as a l i t t l e  am plification of what I  

wrote you yesyerday, X am rea lly  sorely disappointed* and 

X thought the matter would be a l l  r igh t . What irk s me is  

the damn secretiveness of the Department, and th is  I  am 

going to break through* i f  i t  be possib le , and get the in­

formation essential in th is particu lar matter.

When X was in San Francisco you said something 

very in de fin ite ly  one day about some firm  here* who had the 

inside* and could furnish a l l  the information desired of 

what was going cm* and get whatever was necessary,

I  dan*t think you even mentioned the firm , X think P ettit  

ju st in passing made reference* Which* apparently he put no 

fa ith  in . I f  there is  anything more than the most indefi­

n ite  sort of rumor* anything that you think has substance 

to it *  please airm ail me just what i t  i s .

Mother has been under the weather since the day 

a fte r  Christmas* and not to be outdone I  have been more or



le s s  so the la s t  couple o f days* Just te r r ib le  colds 

both o f us have had, and the weather fluctuating between 

eight and twenty has made it  worse* Today looks lik e  a 

balmy day with the thermometer up to fo rty , and 1 hope 

we can both take a l i t t l e  ride*

Mother jo ins in love to both boys, Miss Schow,

and much to yourself*

A ffectionate ly ,


