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Major Archibald M, Johnson,
Attorney a t law,
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My dear Arch:

In a note that I  sent you la s t Sunday I  spoke o f 

the p o ss ib ility  o f an employment in San Francisco, What 

I  had in mind then was that the administration was seeking 

to take charge of the o i l  business o f the country with Ickes 

as czar. Under th is i t  would be possible fo r  the employment 

of an attorney in San Francisco, and in a matter with which 

I  b e lieve  you to be wholly versed. I  had l i t t l e  doubt that 

with the the success o f the measure I  could have obtained th is 

sort of employment as attorney in your own state from Ickes,

I t  looks as i f  the b i l l  has blown up. There is  tremendous 

opposition to i t  as well as enormous support fo r i t ,  but the 

opposition seems to have won. I  shall, therefore, before my 

departure take up with the Federal Trade Commission your em­

ployment in San Francisco with that Commission. I  have written 

you about th is heretofore, and I  am assuming i t  would be, i f  

i t  could be accomplished, a satis factory employment. I  would 

be glad i f  you would send me your views respecting either upon 

receipt o f th is note.



2 .

I  am extremely weary and would l ik e  to get home 

at the ea r lies t moment. I  don*t know just when we can 

leave. Your Mother has a te r r ib le  cold, and physically 

is not f i t  to  do anything fo r  the next few days. Moreover, 

she is  not anxious to leave here under existing circumstances.

Af f  ect ionat e ly ,
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COM M ITTEE ON COMMERCE

GEORGE W. NEVILLE, CLERK

Sunday, June 4, 1933

My dear Boys:

Long hours o f sessions, dreary interviews 

with innumerable Californians, constant e f fo r t  to whip a 

weary in te lle c t  into a c t iv ity  have made the past week or 

two extremely hard and disagreeable# We1re going at top 

speed in order to adjourn early# This adjournment has been 

fixed  ten ta tive ly  fo r  Saturday next# I  am inclined to think 

we111 be driven to it# I  may add parenthetically that I  am 

having the same d i f f ic u lt ie s  preparing to come home that you 

are fam iliar with in each tr ip  I  take either going or coming. 

Roosevelt wants the Congress out o f the way# He is losing a 

l i t t l e  of his astounding and remarkable poise, and 1 rather 

think a b it  of his extreme good nature# There is a revo lt in 

the a ir  in the Congress, too# Men have followed him up­

sta irs  without question or criticism# Some individuals even 

have been mute concerning their most cherished ideas in order 

that they might contribute what l i t t l e  they could in aid o f 

the P res id en ts  e ffo rts  in th is economic c r is is .  These men 

have about reached the lim it o f th eir endurance. Roosevelt, 

clever as he is , senses that fa c t, and before there is  an 

actual break, he wishes us out o f the way# I  think he is wise
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in his decision. Personally, I  don1t know how much longer 

I  could restrain myself from talk ing about Norman Davis and 

Ambassador Bingham* Davis is  doing exactly what I  said 

during the Hoover campaign had been done in our fore ign  a f­

fa irs  fo r  many years, negotiating, manipulating, and con­

tro ll in g  our relations with other countries fo r  J.P. Morgan 

and Company. Confidentia lly, I  t e l l  you that the President 

and those close to him assure me he exceeded his in s tru c ­

tions at Geneva, and none o f them, apparently, l ik e  Bingham1 s 

speech made before he had even warmed his seat on his a rr iva l 

in London* I t  may be that Davis did exceed his instructions, 

but when i t  developed that he was just a M0rgan puppet, as 

some o f us long ago suspected, he should have been instantly 

recalled*

Yesterday, the so-called "Gold B i l l "  came up* I  have 

not had time in the m u ltip lic ity  of things I  was doing to study 

th is measure with any degree of care* I  listened  therefore in­

ten tly  to the debate, and then concerning one part o f the measure 

I  questioned those who were sponsoring the measure. I  could not 

r id  myself o f the idea that while we had the power to do for 

the future and retoroactive ly  what th is B i l l  did, the propriety 

of doing i t  re troactive ly  was very doubtful* Bad fa ith  is  so 

repugnant to me, and I  have such de lica te  s en s ib ilit ie s  concern­

ing the honor of my country, that f in a lly  I  voted against the
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Measure. I  hope that the B i l l  w il l  be fru it fu l o f b en efit, 

but I  do not think its  consequences can be at present foreseen.

The passing of the days has confirmed me in the decision 

I  made about going to London; but I  would not have you think 

from th is that I  am without regrets# I  would have loved the 

tr ip , and I  would have loved to have been a part of the pageant­

ry and the proceedings. The enjoyment I  fe e l sure in these 

things would have been outweighed by the mental agony I  would 

have had in being one of six whose wings were clipped before 

the proceedings started, and I  would have been in a painful 

minority o f one from the beginning to the end# Of course,

I  could have kicked up an awful row, but i t  would have meant 

a row, not only with f iv e  other delegates, in which the whole 

country would have considered I  was a pestiferous and an im­

possible negotiator but i t  would have meant a row as well

immediately with the President, which would have been welcomed
e l l

with chortling g lee  by every Morgan Bow/ and every skunk parti­

san in Californ ia and elsewhere. A fter I  declined, the Presi­

dent invited  l i t t l e  LaPollette to go, and I  was quite interested 

in finding that his reasons fo r refusing were not d issim ilar 

from mine. I  never spoke to him upon the subject u n til both o f 

us had refused# Subsequently, Oouzens went, and th is was per­

fe c t ly  natural thing fo r  him. Couzens is  a man o f absolute 

in tegrity  and quite independent. He is  the richest man in the
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senate, and th is gives him an assuranoe that many do not 

have* He was born in Canada, and while I  consider him a 

good American, he has never forgotten where he was born.

He wants the prominence, the parade, and pictures fo r  him­

s e lf  and his w ife . I  think he w i l l  try to do his duty, 

but th is may be tempered, in his instance, by his proxim itty 

to the great and the near-great o f the world.

Last Sunday we had Holey and B u llit t  to dinner with 

us. Both of these men are in the intimate confidence o f the 

President. Both have gone to London. They are in f in ite ly  

more b it te r  toward Norman Davis than any o f us who have made 

the long figh t to ke$) th is country out of European wars.

They seemed to me in their conversations not only very antag­

on istic  to Davis's po licy , but there was bitterness and a 

personal hatred. Indeed, they were ready to furnish me a 

decision from the United States Supreme Court and the Supreme 

Court o f th is D is tric t deciding that Davis, in some trans­

action, was a fraud and a rogue. I  noticed during the week 

Congressman Tinkham made a speech upon the subject in the House 

and put the decision in the Record. But beyond th is, they 

insisted  that Davis had butted in on Roosevelt when he came here 

to see Hoover, and by constantly butting in, he had eased him­

s e lf  into his present position . They were both very c r it ic a l  

about what would happen at London, and expressed a deep regret
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that I  was not going with them to he a sort of mental

p u g ilis t , who would metaphorically knock down and drag 

out one a fte r  another of the foreign  conferees,.and I  

am not very clear hut what they would have taken a ma­

lic iou s  pleasure in having someone lik e  myself kick the 

whole conference into a cocked hat* Of course, they did 

not say th is , hut I  was extremely interested and amused 

hy the implications of what they did say. I t  is  a funny 

game, th is . And I  can well imagine these two young men, 

anxious to see somebody break up the whole show, and then 

l i f t in g  their hands in horror at the desecration and de­

struction hy a w ild man of a gathering fo r economic re­

covery and in the name o f holy peace.

colds. I  fe e l so sorry for her, and yet so l i t t l e  can he 

done. I  am sa ilin g  along as usual hut actually with only

h a lf of my ordinary e ffic ien cy . How I would love to go 

and bury myself some place fo r  a month, and do nothing hut 

slubber and dr earn!

Your Mother has contracted one o f her horrib le

With a l l  my love, in which Mother joins 

A ffection a te ly ,
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UlCniieb stated Generic
COM M ITTEE ON COMMERCE

GEORGE W. NEVILLE* CLERK Sunday
June 11, 1933.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,
Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorneys at Law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, Californ ia .

My dear boys:

I t  was the expectation that we would adjourn 

la s t night, but a fte r  a somewhat exciting session, wherein 

a few o f us very vigorously opposed adjournment u n til we 

had rea lly  completed our work, we recessed u n til Monday 

morning. We may fin ish  Monday night. Thereafter I  w i l l  

probably be detained here a week or so, cleaning up, and 

then wefl l  be upon our way. I  tr ied  to start Mother pack­

ing a couple o f weeks ago, but without success, and I  am 

up against the usual thing when i t  comes to departure.

I  w i l l  not try  to write a le t te r  today. We have 

been running twelve and fourteen hours a day, o f la te , and 

o f course we are a l l  o f us tired , and with ragged nerves.

This is  Motherf s birthday. I  am trying to have 

a l i t t l e  dinner fo r  her tonight, but i t  is  so in fern a lly  

hot I  fear i t  w i l l  not be particu larly  enjoyable. The past 

week has been simply h e ll here. Fortunately there is  a 

cooling plant fo r  the Senate chamber, and i t  has been some­

thing o f a haven, notwithstanding the work, to be there
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instead o f in  our o ff ic e s .

Miss Connorf s mother died day before yesterday, 

and we fe e l  very sorry fo r  her.

With love to a l l ,

A ffectiona te ly ,

B
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/3ICmfe& ctfe* S e n a t e
COM M ITTEE ON COMMERCE

GEORGE W . NEVILLE, CLERK

June 16, 1933.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r., 
Major Archibald M. Johnson, 
Attorneys at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, Californ ia

My dear Boys:

We adjourned la s t night sometime a fte r  

one o 'c lock . I  am writing you th is note, merely that 

you may know I  am coming home as soon as possible. I do 

not think I can leave fo r a week or ten days, and of 

course I  w il l  w rite you as usual un til just before de­

parture.

The la tte r  part o f th is session has been 

te r r ib le . We*re a l l  t ired  and many are disgruntled.

The la s t figh t was on veterans. The Bureau of the Budget 

has acted in the most shameful, outrageous, and cruel 

manner. The attempt was made by the Senate to righ t th is , 

not by a return to old expenditures, but reasonably. 

Something has been accomplished, but not what is  r igh t.

The Director o f the Budget is  a young man,Lewis Douglas,

®f Arizona, born to the purple, loves the English and their 

way8, and has a "heart of stone.

The foreign debt proposition, in whioh 

Roosevelt has been anything but frank, leaves a bad taste 

with most o f us. There is such a thing in th is world as
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being too smart. The great balance, however, in the 

Roosevelt administration is favorable, and perhaps we 

ought not only to discount, but to forget the other 

side of the ledger.

I  fe e l scarcely lik e  moving today, and of 

course mentally I am as rotten as I  am physica lly.

With my love to a l l ,

A ffect ionat e ly ,
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'UlCmteb -Serrate
COM M ITTEE ON COMMERCE

GEORGE W. NEVILLE, CLERK
Sunday, June 18, 1933

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r ., 
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, Californ ia

My dear Jack:

I  have received th is Sunday morning

yours o f June 16. My expectation now is  to he home 

just before or just on the f i r s t  o f July. I can*t 

t e l l  d e fin ite ly  fo r  I  am having the same struggle I

always have when we start fo r  home or leave home.

I  agree with you, I  would rather l iv e  in the old home 

at 857 Green Street. My lease has expired. I  have 

asked the Tillmans to le t  the matter run about three 

months more, so that we could, a fte r  the adjournment 

o f Congress, pack up a l l  o f the things belonging to us 

there. Very decently they assented. My reco llec tion  

is  the lease expired on the 31st day of May. I f  I 

could get the same kind of arrangement we have, I  would 

lik e  to go back to the old house, but the objections are: 

f i r s t ,  that I  probably can not make the arrangements of 

the same sort, and secondly, your mother^ d isinclination  . 

I  would lik e  to be back at the old house, because I  think 

I ought to be prepared, i f  necessary, to take up my re s i­

dence permanently now in San Francisco again. I  am under 

no illu s ions about next year.
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I was very much interested in what you said 

about the figh t on the benefits that have heretofore 

been granted to veterans. I  rea lly  started that figh t 

by a speech that I  made on May 31. We then expected 

merely to prptect the men shot to pieces in combat. The 

contest broadened then to include the tubercular, as i t  

ought to and then subsequently the Spanish War

veterans and presumptives, although there was no e ffo r t  

to make the amounts unreasonable, and we sp ec ifica lly  

provided fo r the purging of the r o lls  o f any undeserving. 

The trouble with the situation has been the administration 

of the Economy Act. A young man named Douglass, who Mis 

born to the purple, but who has a heart of stone, instead 

of administering the law fa ir ly  and ju s tly , took a rea l 

pleasure out of the su ffering of men who deserved consid­

eration. I t  took a l l  of the power of the administration 

to prevent the passage of the Steiwer-Outting amendment, 

and then the administration only succeeded by compromising 

to lib e ra liz e  its  rulings, and f in a lly  the d ifference in 

saving between what the President agreed to do, and what 

we sought to do was only th irty  m illions of do llars . You 

can imagine how I  could have runjthe changes on the la s t 

day had my situatioh been otherwise. That day fhere came 

to us N ev ille  Chamberlain*s speech in the House of Commons
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where the House o f Commons cheered to the echo the receip t

by the President of the so -ca lled ’ token'payment, 
that

The parallel/could have been drawn between the B ritish  

cheers in the House of Commons and the tears in American 

homes, would, I  think have been devastating. The fac t o f 

the matter is  there is  an absolute conspiracy in the press 

to prevent an honest account of what has happened to the 

veterans. They are in great degree responsible fo r th is 

themselves because of the course they have pursued in the 

past, yet, nevertheless, the greatest in justices have been 

done and the utmost cru elties  practised.

Over the radio was the announcement some weeks ago 

o f Martha*s residence in Reno. Over the radio Monday night 

was the statement that she had commenced action fo r  divorce 

on the ground of cruelty. Write me, on receipt o f th is, 

please, and t e l l  me whether the divorce has been granted, 

sind i f  you know what She is  doing, and what the situation 

is  generally. I have not asked you before, and I  have re­

spected your re t ic en ce .• Naturally, Arch has had l i t t l e  to 

say about i t ,  although he did advise us in the beginning. 

Mother and I  shrink from the radio announcements and the 

pu b lic ity , but of course with everybody doing i t  from the 

.children of the President down, perhaps we ought not to  be 

bothered. We*re so old-fashioned, though, that i t  a ffec ts
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us very, very deeply.

With the love of Mother and myself to a l l

o f you,

Af f  eo t ionat e ly ,
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AM ASKED TO ENDORSE EMPHATICALLY WATER PLAN FOR CALIFORNIA AND TO 
AID IN INTERESTING ADMINISTRATION IN I T . PLEASE WIRE ME NIGHT 
LETTER COLLECT YOUR VIEW OF PLAN AND WHETHER I  SHOULD ENDORSE I T .

0 B STRAIGHT FAST WIRE
HIRAM W. JOHNSON 

S|

Send same w ire  t o

C h a rle s  K . M cC la tch y . 
Sacram ento B e e , 
S acram en to , C a l i f o r n i a .


