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My dear Boys:

I t  is  our expectation that Congress w i l l  adjourn tomorrow. 

There is  a bare p o s s ib ility  th is may not occur, but knowing the 

fee lin gs  o f my brethren and th eir anxiety to get away, I  do not 

think anything w i l l  be permitted to prevent the consummation o f 

what they, with substantial unanimity, wish# Sunday w il l  be the 

fourth, and the holiday w i l l  be Monday# Some time next week, 

probably in  the la tte r  part, I  intend to go with your Mother 

through New England, occupying about two weeks in  the t r ip ,  and 

then upon my return, within a very few days, s tart fo r  Californ ia* 

I  take your Mother on th is tr ip , although I can very i l l  a fford  

i t  fin an c ia lly , because I  think she is  en tit led  to a l i t t l e  va­

cation and some ̂ pleasure before I  begin a campaign in  Californ ia ; 

and inasmuch as we have agreed upon the tr ip ,  we are both look­

ing forward to i t  with ch ild ish  anticipation  and enthusiasm#

I  have had my New England colleagues, with one o f whom, Bingham 

o f Connecticut, there is  a rea l bond with me -  although we are 

very d iffe ren t p o l i t ic a l ly ,  g ive me th eir views o f it in e ra r ie s , 

places to v i s i t ,  and the like# The distances seem tremendous 

to them, but I  laugh at the day's journeys they think quite ap­

palling* Indeed, Bingham fix in g  out an itin era ry  in  Connecticut 

lastin g  about two days, imagined i t  would be extremely arduous, 

and yet as I  compute the mileague o f his two days, I  can not see 

that we exceed 300 miles in  actual tra ve l. You can smile with me
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at 300 miles in  two days with a locomobile. The car runs lik e  

a charm* Mother has had seat covers made, and i f  there is  any 

l i t t l e  appurtenance to a oar that she is  not considering, I  do 

not b e lieve  i t  has yet been heard of#

The returns from North Dakota show a smashing v ic to ry  fo r  

Nye there# I  made two statements to the voters o f  that State 

in his behalf, and I  am very glad o f his success# I  wrote you 

once that the toe had been knocked o f f  the id o l, and its  nose
f

a l i t t l e  battered# I  think I  can say to you that the Ooolidge 

myth has been cracked in fo r ty  d iffe ren t d irections, and that a l l  

that is  le ft o f  i t  here are the orumbling b its  o f a very ordinary 

idol# We gave i t  the fin ish ing touches in the farm r e l i e f  fight# 

By u t i l iz in g  a l l  o f the power o f the great in terests o f the 

nation, exhortation abuse o f the metropolitan press, including 

the Hearst papers, the personal persuasions o f the members o f te  

Cabinet, and even o f the President h im self, he succeeded in de­

fea ting  by the narrow margin o f 45 to  39 what was ca lled  the 

McNary-Haugen B i l l ;  and then rea liz in g  the reb e llion  that was on, 

he about faced en tire ly  on his economio position , and enthusias­

t ic a l ly  embraced what before he had scouted, and demanded the 

passage, fo r  the poor farmer, o f the Fess substitute# As a matter 

o f economic p o licy , the Fess substitute d iffe red  not at a l l  from 

the McNary-Haugen B i l l ,  and as I  said in  the debate, i t  had a l l  

o f the v ices , and none o f the virtues o f the la t te r  measure# We 

resolved to  g ive him a beating, i f  i t  were possib le, upon the Fess 

su tetitu te , and we gave him the worst beating aPresident has ever 

had in  my memory, 54 to 26# I t  was one o f the instances where de-
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bate upon the f lo o r  r e a lly  accomplished some results# The 

long session from eleven in  the morning u n til nine th ir ty  at 

night upon the Fess substitute demonstrated not only the 

wickedness o f the substitute, but i t s  u tter in a b ility  to ac­

complish any honest purpose# Even some o f the stalwarts who 

have had no other slogan than "stand by the President" could 

not stomach it# I t  is  in teresting to read the metropolitan 

press now# Some o f them frankly recognize that there is  a 

reb e llion , and that Ooolidge is  not the Ooolidge they have 

been painting, while others in the most ridiculous and laugh­

able fashion endeavor to ascribe the defeat to other than the 

rea l causes# The fact o f the matter is  Ooolidge would not know 

an economic po lioy , i f  he met i t  on the street# He has one 

great virtue# Apparently he knows his lim ita tion s, and there­

fo re , he w i l l  not ta lk  at a ll#  I f  he talked at a l l ,  the poverty 

o f his in te lle c t  would at once be obvious, so he s its  t ig h t, 

at>h follows im p lic it ly  what is  to ld  him, and trusts to the press 

o f the land. Two days before the primary in  North Dakota, Butler 

was asserting here that Hanna was sure to win. While the retuns 

are not a l l  in  yet, Nye, doubtless, wins by a very large majority#

I f  we adjourn tomorrow, I  w i l l  w rite  you again either Sunday 

or Monday, although I  think adjournment certa in , and our plans 

are fixed#

With a l l  the love o f Mother and myself to our boys and th e ir  

dear ones,

A ffec tion a te ly ,
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My dear Boys!

I  wrote you both la s t  Saturday just before adjournment, 

which occurred on Saturday afternoon, as I  had advised you*

I t  is  the in ten tion  o f your Mother and myself to leave to­

morrow morning* Wefre not en tire ly  certa in  yet o f  our i t in ­

erary* We sha ll go, o f  course, from here to New York, reach­

ing New York, we expect, Wednesday n ight, and leaving there 

Thursday morning* Mother wishes to  go up through Westchester 

County to  Tarrytown and from there to  Ossining to  see Margaret* 

From there w e 'l l  cut across into Connecticut our o r ig in a l plan 

being to lunch at Danbury and to dine at Lakev ille  in  north­

western Connecticut, spending Thursday night at Lakeville*

Friday morning we sha ll go d iagonally through Connecticut from 

northwest to southeast, lunching at Hartford, and dining at 

New London* We expect to  spend the night at New London, a l­

though there is  a p o s s ib il ity  we may push on a distance from

there* and go north in  Connecticut to  Pomfret, thence into Mass- 
A

achusetts to  Worcester, and then in to Boston, reaching Boston 

Saturday night* Our in ten tion  is  to  stay in  Boston Sunday, 

f ix in g  up our further it in e ra ry  and v is it in g  points o f  in terest 

about there* W e 'll be at the Copley Plaza Hotel* Our plans 

fo llow ing  Sunday w i l l  depend a great deal upon what we learn in  

Boston, and what we decide there; but at present our expectation 

is  to drive in to Portland, Maine, thence to  Poland Springs, 

where w e 'l l  spend at lea s t one night* We expect to  go to
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Bar Harbor, and then retracing our steps by another route drive 

into the White and the Green Mountains, spending at least one 

night at Bretton Woods, and probably one night in  the Berkshire 

B il ls ,  and perhaps at P itts fie ld #  from Boston, however, I  w i l l  

wire you when we have made up our minds* Miss Oonnor w il l  be 

kept advised here o f where we are each night, so that we may be 

ea s ily  accessible*

Both Mother and I  are a l i t t l e  the worse fo r  wear now because 

o f two holidays, and we have not the same enthusiasm fo r  starting 

out in  the morning that we had last week while contemplating i t *  

Perhaps i t  w i l l  return, though, when once we are on the way*

Love to  your fam ily and yourself,

A ffection a te ly ,
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My dear Boys:

We returned to our Washington home Saturday night a fte r  

eleven days and ten nights o f our automobile tr ip *  We traveled 

1800 m iles, -  to  be exact 1796 miles by the speedometer* The 

f i r s t  day from here to New York was unpleasantly hot. I  had many 

misgivings concerning the tour. On the second day, however, out 

o f New York the weather moderated and from that time u n til the 

conclusion o f the journey, the weather was perfect and most en­

joyable. Rains were just ahead o f us, or just behind us, but we 

got in none. I f  you are interested in  follow ing our journey at 

a l l ,  I  w il l  t e l l  you our stopping places so that by a glance at 

the map, you may see the te r r ito ry  we covered.

The f i r s t  night we reached New York, the longest and mean­

est o f our tr ip s . From New York we drove through Westchester 

County and up the Housatonic River in Connecticut to a l i t t l e  

place ca lled  Lakeville  in  northwestern Connecticut. The fo llow ­

ing day we zigzagged across the State o f Connecticut, stopped 

with Mrs. C. Boughton Woods at Simsbury fo r  an hour or two, and 

then lunched in Hartford, and that evening on to Boston. Satur­

day and Sunday we spent about Boston v is it in g  Plymouth, Bunker 

H i l l ,  Lexington, Concord, and other places. Monday morning we 

drove along the coast through Portland, Maine to  Poland Springs 

in  Maine, passed from Poland Springs to Bretton Woods where we 

stayed at the famous Mt. Washington Hotel. Wednesday from 

Bretton Woods to Burlington, Vermont, staying at a beautifu l
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l i t t l e  inn ca lled  the Allenwood* Thursday down Vermont 

across the r iv e r  at Ticonderoga, a part o f the way in New York, 

then south to Williamstown, Mass*, and the next day into New 

York again* New England is  beau tifu l, and particu larly  was i t  

beautifu l a t th is time o f the year with i t s  marvelous green 

verdure* No rides we have ever had equaled a part o f the ride 

through New Hampshire, and the tr ip  through the Berkshires, and 

la te r  in  the h i l ls  o f the New England te rr ito ry *  The mountains 

there are a joke to a Oaliforniana* They to ld  us o f the h i l ls  

o f Mt* Washington in New Hampshire towering above the country 

l ik e  ” impending Shasta”* Its  a ltitu de, however, is  but f iv e  

thousand fe e t ,  and i t  required a b it  o f imagination to picture 

i t  as New Englanders be lieve  it *  Going from Maine to Vermont, 

we crossed the White and the Green Mountain ranges, ju s tly  

famous fo r  th e ir  beauty, but which never from our viewpoint 

would be deemed at a l l  d i f f ic u lt  as mountain ranges*

I  be lieve  your Mother enjoyed the tr ip  immensely, and 

I  think she was In an ever increasing state o f surprise and won­

derment at the beauties o f  the New England te rr ito ry *  The car 

worked lik e  a charm* Our chauffeur is  a respectfu l and obedient 

square-head* He is  a Norwegian and undoubtedly tr ie s  as best he 

can, but I  would liken  him to the assistant engineer who became 

Jack*s chauffeur* He had the happy facu lty , which generally we 

were able quickly to correct, o f gettin g  on the wrong road.

Mother thinks he w i l l  never learn properly to sh ift  his gears*

The t r ip  was not unduly wearisome, and wholly enjoyable* Oc­

casionally we would have lik ed  to have stayed longer in  d i f fe r ­

ent places, but as I  look back upon i t ,  I  think i f  we had^our
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reco llec tion s  o f the places would not have been so keen, and 

that within a very b r ie f  period, they would have palled  upon 

us* We met Neylan at the Allenwood Inn, Burlington* He has 

done, I  think, a very sensible thing which I  recommend to you*

He had intended, o r ig in a lly , to take his young daughter, a 

precocious twelve year old g i r l ,  but r e a lly  splendidly behaved 

and very lik a b le , on a tr ip  to Europe, but concluded that p rior 

to  a tr ip  to Europe, he would take her to see the h is to ric  places 

o f her own country* You would enjoy, and our grandchildren wouE 

enjoy, beyond measure, the places in New England, which, because 

they represent the beginning o f th is Nation have such an a ffe c t ­

ionate hold upon our hearts* Both Mother and I  got a rea l t h r i l l  

from looking at Plymouth Rock, from reading in the museum there 

the old deeds, and declarations, and pronunciamentos, from stand­

ing on the ground at Lexington, where the f i r s t  Minute Men op­

posed themselves to B r ita in ^  might, and from walking across the 

old wooden bridge at Concord that was so stoutly defended by the 

embattled farmers o f New England* Lake Champlain and Lake George 

were mere geographical memories to me, and to drive along them 

and through Ticonderoga where Anthony Wayne won undying fame 

roused every p a tr io tic  in stin ct. I  think i t  would be a great 

thing fo r you to take a lik e  tr ip ,  and i t  would be o f a l l  absorb­

ing in terest to Hiram and Prere* They would have at f i r s t  hand 

the story o f th is  country that they never would fo rge t. Nothing 

untoward oocurred in our tour u n til Saturday in New York City*

In the jam o f the t r a f f ic  at 33rd street and Broadway when we 

were going to the fe rry , a motor truck from Newark ran into us
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and smashed one o f the fenders* The boys who were driving 

the motor track, I  think, recognized th e ir  fau lt* They said 

they were insured, and that i f  we were, o f course, the matter 

would be quickly adjusted* This morning I have advised the 

insurance company o f the aocident, and the machine is  at the 

Locomobile service station  here either to have the fender re­

paired, i f  i t  be ppssible, or a new one put on* I t  w i l l  g ive  

me a good tes t o f the insurance po lic ies*

I  am back in  the o f f ic e  today getting  ready now to return 

to Californ ia* I  shall leave here Monday next, i f  nothing un­

foreseen occurs, and shall expect to reach Californ ia  on Friday*

I  do hope you w i l l  not think that I  am disagreeable in saying to 

you that because o f the p ecu lia r it ies  o f th is t r ip ,  and my own 

personal p ecu lia r it ie s , I  do not want to trespass upon either o f 

my sons* I  know how much you would both love to have me with 

you, and, in term itten tly , I  hope perhaps to dine with you, but 

I  am absolutely o f the opinion that i t  would be better fo r you 

and better fo r  me, fo r me to  stay during the very short time that 

I  sha ll be in  San Francisco at a hotel# I  am firm ly  resolved upon 

th is course, and because I  am so thoroughly convinced I  write you 

thus candidly* I  am not c lear whether I should stay at the 

Palace or the St. Francis, and upon rece ip t o f th is  le t te r  i f  

e ither has a d is tin ct view in the matter, I  would appreciate a 

wire* I  expect to  remain in  Californ ia  u n til just a fte r  the 

primary and then return here* I  am coming out to take an active  

part in  th is primary, a part I  deem necessary from every stand­

point* I  would lik e  to shirk th is i f  I  could and remain here
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while the figh tin g  goes on in  C a liforn ia , hut I  f e e l  that I  can 

no longer ask others to f igh t fo r  me, i f  the occasion should a r ise , 

and then hide when they are s tr iv in g  and figh ting* I  confess to you 

very read ily  I  am getting  too old longer to enjoy i t ,  hut a sense o f 

ob ligation  and the recognition o f a debt o f gratitude compel me 

to spur myself into a c tiv ity *  I f  i t  were possible fo r  me to get 

into something which would preclude the necessity o f th is l i f e ,  I  

think I  would g lad ly  accept i t ,  but I  have so long followed my pres­

ent course, that I  probably am u n fit to  turn aside or do anything 

else* Mother s t i l l  in s ists  that she w i l l  remain here*

I  w i l l  wire you i f  anything transpires to change my plans, 

and o f course I  w i l l  keep you advised o f my departure*

With my love to your fam ilies and to Martha and my dear grand­

children, I  am

A ffection a te ly  your father*
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July 23, 1926

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia

My dear Arch:

I  sent by parcel post to myself care o f you tdday a 

bundle which contains some things I  may want to use in  the 

next month in C a lifo rn ia . In the bundle is  a scrap book, 

datfl/on farm r e l i e f ,  world court, and the boulder dam.

W ill you please ca re fu lly  preserve th is  bundle fo r  me*

We have been having the worst heat the la s t couple o f 

days Washington has ever known, and that is  some heat. I t  

probably w i l l  be with us while we go across the continent, 

so pray fo r  me next week.

HIRAM W. JOHNSON. C A LIF ., CHAIRM AN 
HE NR Y W, KEYES, N. H . W ILLIAM  H. K I N G . t h ^ J j
FR A NK  B. W ILLIS. OHIO 
DAVID A. REED. PA.
RICE W. M EANS, COLO. 
G ER ALD  P. N YE, N. DAK.

W ILLIAM  J. HARRI8. QA. 
PAT HARRI80N. MI88. 
ROYAL 8. COPELAND. N. Y . 
C OLE L. BLEASE, 8. 0.

W . H . K ILL A M . C LER K

A ffe c t io n a te ly ,
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October 16, 1926

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia

My dear Arch:

I  received la te  la s t night your day le t t e r  o f yesterday.

The action o f Richardson ca llin g  a specia l session, in  my 

opinion, was d ictated  by those who are opposed to the Boulder 

Dam Pro ject and i t s  sole purpose is  to  muddy the waters and 

cause embarrassment and controversy. I t  makes no d ifferen ce  

what the le g is la tu re  sha ll do when i t  convenes, arguments w i l l  

be made against us. I f  the Colorado Ruver pact is  unconditionally 

r a t i f ie d ,  the action  w i l l  s tu lt i fy  those who con d ition a lly  r a t i ­

f ie d  i t  two years ago, and then adopted what was termed the 

"Finney reserva tion ". R a tific a t io n , too , w i l l  deprive C a lifo rn ia  

o f  the one trad ing point that i t  has. I f  the pact is  not r a t i ­

f ie d ,  then the upper-basin states w i l l  in s is t that C a lifo rn ia
i

is  reca lc itra n t, acting l ik e  a dog in  the manger concerning the 

d iv is io n  o f the Colorado R iver waters, and is  en tit led  to no 

consideration from the the national le g is la tu re . I  am at a 

wretched disadvantage in  a controversy raging in  C aliforn ia*

The meagerness o f my advices you may rea d ily  understand, when 

I  say to you that only today have I  had before me Richardson^ 

statement, and that in  previous statements I  have made in  the 

matter, I  have been fa ir  and ju d ic ia l in  tone. I f  I  had had the 

statement before me when I  rep lied  yesterday, I  should have been
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p retty  caustic, and perhaps may be yet* However, I presume 

nobody cares one way or the other about a personal controversy, 

and that the b ig  thing w i l l  be what the leg is la tu re  w i l l  do.

I  am advised by those in  Los Angeles in charge o f the matter, 

that there w i l l  be no unconditional ra t if ic a t io n  such as Rich­

ardson wishes.

We returned a l l  righ t on Wednesday. We had a pleasant 

t r ip  from San Francisco to Chicago, and the usual unpleasant 

tr ip  from Chicago to Washington. I  would lik e  to be in  charge 

o f the In terstate Commerce Commission long enough to require the 

Pennsylvania and the Baltimore and Ohio to construct new road 

beds. They certa in ly  are a fr ig h t , and particu larly  disagreeable 

a fte r  the wonderful road bed o f the U.P. across the continent.

Our household was as we le f t  i t  -  two Chinese boys, three 

dogs, and one cat. They a l l  viewed our return with some stoicism , 

usual in the Oriental and the animal. Singularly enough, the least 

a ffectionate  o f the animals, the cat, tramped around with me the 

night we came home and sat on my shoulder at dinner. The dogs, 

o f course, we were very glad to see. Mother thinks that dogs have 

no conception or perception o f time, and I  am not sure but what she 

is  r igh t.

I  am not looking forward to the ensuing session with any 

degree o f enthusiasm. I  am thinking o f next March, and during the 

next few months I  want you to think more or less o f next March, 

and where you be lieve  would be best fo r  me to open an o f f ic e  in  

San Francisco.

The world is  agog here over the expected a rr iva l o f a 

roya l p rostitu te from Roumania. The great, and the near^great



Major Archibald M. Johnson -  3

w i l l  v ie  with one another in  toadying, sycophantic genuflections 

next week, and America w i l l  demonstrate her vaunted democracy 

in  running w ild over a queen. Beyond th is , the sole topic o f 

conversation here is  the e lection  to be held in November. The 

Democrats b e lieve  they w i l l  regain control o f the senate. I  am 

by no means sure o f th is .

Mother jo ins me in  love to Martha and yourself.

A ffection a te ly ,
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October 16, 1926

Mr* Hiram W* Johnson, J r*,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia

My dear Jack:

I  can 't r e s is t  on Saturday fo llow in g  my old  habit o f 

w ritin g  you, even though there is  l i t t l e  to say. Washington 

is  agog o/rer the advent o f Queen Marie o f  Roumania. Democray 

can then exh ib it i t s  sycophancy, and the American people 

demonstrate th e ir  love o f roya lty , and th is , too , over a 

queen, whose character scarcely  can commend her*

We found our household as we l e f t  i t ,  and we have f i t t e d  

in to the old groove, the household running as usual with two 

Chinese boys, three dogs, and the cat* In the o f f ic e ,  we are 

not p a rticu la r ly  busy, and there are very few Senators about.

The main top ic  o f conversation with newspaper men and others 

here is  the November e lection * The Democrats a ffe c t  to  be­

l ie v e  that they w i l l  win the Senate in  November, and once again 

be in  con tro l o f  the congress* I  doubt very much i f  they are  

correct in  th is* There are some rea l contests that are ex­

tremely in teres tin g . In I l l in o is  a number o f Republicans shocked 

by the exposures regarding money paid by In su ll, head o f  the 

tra c tion  companies, to the Republican candidate, are running an 

independent candidate named Magill* They have some newspaper 

support in  Chicago and down State fo r  him, and they expect to  cut

a very wide swath. I  cannot b e lieve  that an independent candidate
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o f  th is  sort w i l l  be at a l l  e f fe c t iv e .  In New York State 

i f  Tammany were in  earnest in  supporting a Democratic can­

didate fo r  Senator, Wadsworth’ s path would be a very thorny 

one, but the general b e l ie f  is  that there is  a complete un­

derstanding between the Tammany organization supporting Smith 

and the Republican organization supporting Wadsworth, by which 

Smith w i l l  be again e lected  Governor, and Wadsworth again 

e lected  United States Senator. Some honest-to-goodness Mdrysw 

in  New York State are running a man named Ohrisman, as an in­

dependent Republican, because Wadsworth and his

Democratic opponent are wet. One o f the b a ttle  grounds is  in  

Massachusetts, where Butler, Republican National Chairman, and 

p rin c ipa l Coolidge man in  the Nation, is  opposed by David I .

Walsh, a rea l Progressive character, and the l i t t l e  white ch ild  

o f  the great church. The p rin c ipa l question involved in  that 

contest is  whether money can buy the senatorship in  Massachusetts. 

I f  i t  can, o f  course, Butler w i l l  be successful.

We're just at the threshold o f w inter. From now on, the 

weather gradually w i l l  get colder, and the days more d is tress in g ly  

d isagreeable. There is  only one thing worse than the Washington

w in ter,clim ate , and that is  the Washington summer clim ate.
S . .

I  wish I  was out o f i t  a l l .

Mother jo in s  me in  love  to the kiddies and you rself.

A ffe c t io n a te ly , ^
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October 23, 1926

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, Californ ia

My dear Arch:

Last night your Mother and I  had quite a t h r i l l  when 

we read in the evening papers o f the earthquake shocks in 

San Francisco* The a r t ic le s  recalled  very v iv id ly  our ex­

periences o f 1906, and I  could almost see myself roused from 

sleep, staring from a window at gathering crowds in the s tre e t; 

dressing h a s tily , and f in a lly  witnessing the unfolding o f that 

marvelous panqrama o f d isaster o f A pril 18. I  am wondering i f  

the accounts received here were grossly exaggerated. They in­

dicated that the people in  fr igh t ran from th e ir  houses into 

the streets and parks, and that while l i t t l e  damage was done, 

the community was very g rea tly  exercised. We were speculating , 

too, as to whether you were in your home at H illsboro, and i f  

so, whether you even f e l t  the shock there.

Mother and I  have been taking some rides o f la te  into the 

surrounding country here. We have done th is , f i r s t ,  because 

r e a lly  we have nothing to do at present, and next because neither 

one o f us has f e l t  any too good. We are contemplating in the 

near future running to Annapolis one day, to Gettsburg another, 

and possibly we may also go to Harpers Ferry. A l l  o f  th is , how­

ever, is  dependent upon the weather. Winter is  approaching here, 

and winter in the east is  rea l winter. I  watch the temperature
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reports from San Francisco, and I  think how foo lish  i t  is  fo r
■to

any one o f us^ who reside^ in a place lik e  th is , where the 

atmosphere is  penetrating and depressing, when i t  is  possible 

to l iv e  where the sun is  shining, and where the a ir  is  lik e  

wine.

The p o l i t ic a l  contests in the east are engrossing the 

newspapers and the p o lit ic ia n s . The Democrats b e lieve  that 

they are going to control the next senate. I  doubt th is very 

much. While there is  a great d ifference o f opinion, I  look 

to  see Wadsworth win in  New York, and I  rather think Butler 

w i l l  buy his way in in Massachusetts* The wise guys seem to 

hold d iffe ren t views.

Mother joins in love to Martha and yourself.

A ffection a te ly ,

/ f i g 1!i .  x ^



HIRAM W. JO HNSO N.CALIF.,CHAIRM AN  
HENRY W .K E Y E S , N. H . W ILLIAM  H. KIN O . U TA H  
FRANK B. W ILLIS. OHIO W ILLIAM  J. HARRIS, OA. 
DAVID A. REED. PA. PA T HARRISON, MISS.
RICE W . MEANS. COLO. ROYAL 8. COPELAND. N. Y .
G ERALD P. N YE, N. DAK. COLE L . BLEASE. 8. C.

W . H . K ILLAM , OLERK

October 27, 1926

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C aliforn ia

My dear Arch:

Jack Neylan dined with us last night* In the course 

o f the dinner he said that Rudolph Spreckels ca lled  upon him 

and urged the appointment o f Gus Deligne as■ superintendent 

o f banks. I was anxious to ascertain thoroughly the situa­

tion , and without intimating that I had ever heard o f the 

matter before, I said I presumed Spreckels^ in terest came 

in a round about fashion because Deligne had. been B illy  

W illiam s^ attorney when Williams was Superintendent, and 

Williams was now occupying an important position  in  the Bank 

o f I ta ly , and the in terest o f the Bank of I ta ly  in a new 

superintendent, o f course, was obvious* Neylan said I was 

undoubtedly in  e rro r, because Spreckels had to ld  him that 

when he, Spreckels, mentioned the matter to GianAihi,Gianaini 

at once had inquired whether Deligne being a drinking man, 

would not be l ik e ly  to be subject to the influences o f rich 

and powerful bankers* Spreckels, according to what Spreckels 

said to Neylan, combated th is view ofGiannini and urged De- 

lig n e 's  appointment very strongly. I  then to ld  Neylan my 

opinion of Deligne, how long I had known him, how obstinate 

he was for the r igh t, that influence could not swerve him,

"JlCniicil S e n a t e
CO M M ITTEE ON IM M IG R ATIO N
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cior power deter him from doing exactly what he thought he 

ought to do, and that no appointment would be better or more 

appropriate, and I to ld  Neylan that the sole objection to 

him, o f course, might be that he was the partner o f my son* 

Neylan gave rather grudging assent to the encomium I passed 

upon Gus* The whole tenor o f his conversation was that the 

matter emanated with Spreckels, and Spreckels alone, and that 

nobody else was interested in it *  I  pass th is along to you, 

so that you may convey i t  to B illy  Williams* There is  some 

intimate relationsh ip that I am unable to fathom, between 

Neylan and Gianzifch}, and i f  Neylan is  to be en listed in th is 

matter, i t  is  Gianini who must get him, as once I  explained 

to  Williams. Spreckels may be o f some sligh t service, but 

at best, i t  w i l l  be s ligh t* I  impress upon you, and through 

you, upon Williams,Glaanini must do the job with Neylan* In 

my opinion, nobody else can*

A ffection a te ly ,
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October 30, 1926

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia

My dear Arch:

I  received your wire during the week containing the 

views o f Ebright upon inocu lation fo r  colds. As I  wrote you, 

our doctor here, E l l io t t ,  was very anxious to inoculate me, 

and was quite enthusiastic over the e ffic a c y  o f  the inoculation.

He said that in  his experience, and his experience was borne 

out by others, that 80 to 85 per cent o f  the cases have been 

successful and e f fe c t iv e .  He was quite ins isten t in my instance, 

because I  have acquired the bad habit o f gettin g  what I  term, 

a cold on my lungs each winter that lays me up fo r  a considerable 

period o f time. This he said last winter had developed into 

pneumonia, and he was very anxious to attempt to  prevent a re­

currence. I  detest inoculation. I  recognize in  such instances 

as smallpox, i t s  necessity, but as a matter merely o f experiment 

I  do not wish to undergo i t .  I le t  the matter pass a fte r  re ­

ce iv in g  your wire saying, substan tia lly , that Ebright had no 

confidence in i t .  I  may take i t  yet, and i f  I  do, I  w i l l  w r ite  

you, and i f  we find  i t  at a l l  e ffica c iou s , I  w i l l  in s is t that 

you, too, sha ll have i t .

You have been advised by the o f f ic e  o f what has happened 

in  the matter o f  Mrs. Jean Foy. Evidently, the parties  misinformed

D '  ■ # '

'7l}tnileb JS>{<xic& JSycnaie
C O M M ITTE E  ON IM M IG R A T IO N
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you, and I  cannot fo r  the l i f e  o f me see why they should do 

so. However, I  think the matter is  fa i r ly  well straightened 

out, and I  hope that i t  turns out as you desire.

Washington awaits Tuesday's resu lts . In a l l  the prog­

nostications, Californ ia , o f course, is  dismissed as wholly 

a mere ra t if ic a t io n  in the e lection  o f the primary resu lts. 

Contests, however, axe either close or doubtful in many o f 

the states -  I l l in o is ,  Oklahoma, Missouri, Nevada, Oregon, 

Arizona, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, and perhaps, even 

in  Indiana, Ohio, and New York. The la s t three states, how­

ever, i t  is  expected, w i l l  return th e ir  Republican senators.

I t  seems a foregone conclusion that the Democrats w i l l  gain 

a number o f seats in the senate. I  do hope they w i l l  not gain 

enough to have a majority. I f  i t  should happen that the Re­

publicans s t i l l  have a m ajority o f one, two, three, or four, 

the balance o f power w il l  be held en tire ly  by the insurgent 

group, and th is is  a consummation which might be a very ex­

ce llen t thing fo r  the country.

We have not taken those trips that I  wrote you about,

that Mother and I  intended to take. Mother is as busy here as
0

she was in San Francisco, so that with each day occupied now 

with a seamstress at home, i t  is  quite as impossible fo r  us to 

start any l i t t l e  adventure as i t  was in  C aliforn ia .

I  take i t  that your Racing B il l  w il l  be quite badly 

beaten, although I  note that you s t i l l  are hopeful concerning 

i t .  So far as I  have been able to see, not a single newspaper 

in  C a liforn ia , save the Byron Times with its  extensive circu­

la tion  o f 206 has had a word to say in its  behalf. My im-
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pression is  that Matt S u llivan ^  referendum on the Wright 

Act w i l l  su ffer a lik e  fa te .

With love to Martha and yourself, in which Mother

j oins,

A ffection a te ly ,
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October 30, 1926

Mr* Hiram W. Johnson, J r * ,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Bldg.,
San Francisco, Californ ia  

My dear Jack:

Washington breathlessly awaits Tuesday next. Specu­

la tion  is  r i f e  as to whether the elections w il l  change the 

p o lit ic s  o f the senate. Of course, the Democrats pretend 

they w i l l ,  while the Republicans assert the contrary, and 

are very badly frightened. That there w i l l  be Democratic 

gains in the senate is undoubted, but I  do not think they 

w i l l  be su ffic ien t to overcome the Republican m ajority. I  

think the Republicans w il l  be l e f t  with a majority o f one, 

two, three or four, and th is w i l l  not be wholly a bad thing, 

because the insurgent group, or a very few o f them, w i l l  

have the balance o f power. The President with a statement 

concerning Butler, that is  en tire ly  untrue and that the few 

Senators who are here have a l l  laughed at, has entered rea lly  

the Massachusetts campaign, and i t  is  claimed by those who 

pretend to know that the character o f the p o lit ic s  o f New 

England is  such, the President's entrance w il l  change the 

resu lt there. The evidence m ultip lies that New York State 

republican bosses view with equanimity the success o f A1 Smith, 

and the Democratic bosses, returning the compliment, are very 

complaisant concerning Wadsworth's success. As I  wrote you 

before , I  think New York w i l l  be HA1 and Jim". I t  is  but
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another illu s tra t io n  that the same great forces control 

both parties, and that r e a lly  when i t  comes to these vast 

in terests , there is  no partisanship at a l l .  Party p o lit ic s  

in th is country now are fo r  the purpose o f catching the 

unwary and befooling the "mutt” who constitutes the majority 

o f the voting populace*

We have not tajfcen any o f the tr ip s  that we contemplated, 

as I  wrote you* I  am hoping the weather continues good next 

week so we may do so* We111 get into our accustomed groove 

a fte r  Tuesday here, but u n til then officia ldom  in  th is c ity  

is  topsy turvy*

With love to the boys and yourself in  whioh Mother jo in s ,

A ffec tion a te ly ,


