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December 12, 1924
Major Archibald M Johnson,
Attorney at law,
Mills Building,
San Francisco.

My dear Arch:

We arrived here Sunday morning after one of the most
disagreeable trips we have had across the continent. The
first day out, Mother took a severe cold, which, it is
needless to say, did not improve as our journey continued.

I don’t know why it was, - perhaps due to the fact that she
was feeling so wretched, but the journey was a nerve-
racking one, and | was mighty glad finally to arrive here.
There has been scant improvement in your Mother, and so far,
our first week here has not been as pleasant as otherwise it

might have been.

For the first time in nmy life | am looking at tne entries
at the races at Tia Juana. I"observe that not only did your
horse, Spread Eagle, start on but also ran Sunday, and

each time ran third. I don’t know whether these are formal

canters, whether it is necessary for him to get into shape by
a few races, or whether he r]as deteriorated. | hope that your
initial victory with Jijyrate did not make you incautious in the

subsequent performances of Spread Eagle. I presume that | was

as disappointed as you were at the results, and | am watching
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each day the Tia Juana entries to see when you start again,
and of course, we shall pray earnestly for your success.
There is nothing to write of vtfhat is occurring here. W
are pursuing the even tenor of our way in the senate, and it
IS interesting to me. Remember, we have an agreement about
the exchange of Christmas gifts, and that neither of us is t
permit the Israelites to despoil us.
My love to Martha and yourself.

Affectionately
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December 12, 1924

Mr, Hiram W. Johnson, Jr,,
Attorney at law,

Mills Building,

San Francisco, California

My dear Jack:

It was good of you to wire us as you did, | leave to
Mother to write you about the lot at the beach. From what
she says to me, there was obviously some misunderstanding
between her and B ill, but it is of little consequence any-
way, You were more than kind in the matter, and both of
us greatly appreciated it.

We had a most delightful little letter from Hiram - a
letter that would be creditable to one double his age, |
shall try to correspond with him during the session occas-
ionally, Not only will it be a great pleasure to ne to do
this, but I think it will be a very good thing for him.

I learned long ago that to put one's thoughts on paper is
mildly stimulating mentally.

The first day out on our journey, Mother got one of those
terribly severe colds. It grew no better as the journey pro-
ceeded, and has improved but little since our arrival here.

The trip across the continent, perhaps because of this, was

about the most irksome and disagreeable | have ever undertaken,
and our few days, thus far at home, have not been all that I

might desire. The weather is not bad here. Indeed, it is the
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best of Washington weather, but the atmosphere is so damp
that it is difficult, particularly for one from another
climate, to recover from any bronchial trouble, or any cold
at all*

We were welcomed by old Spartan. He is so essentially
different from Victor that | am constantly comparing them.
Spartan is an old, old man, without great physical vigor,
except when intensely aroused, and with the expression of a
patriarch conteinplating infinity. He is a good old fellow,
though, and lovable. The infernal cat took our coming as a
matter of course, and displayed no more affection than any
royal personage would for the humblest of his subjects.

The senate i3 proceeding in its usual fashion, and the
faces that were best known only a few months ago at the last
session have faded into dim memories. The senate is like life -
it-goes on automatically, checked not an instant by the passing
of those who, for a brief moment, seem to fill the entire horizon.
How little do foreign relations now mean to Lodgel The jibes
of a hostile press, the execrations of sentimental international-
ists, even the plaudits of admirers, who constitut JJjbut a small
minority, mean nothing now to him, And really if we can reflect
upon this sort of thing without becoming morbid, perhaps we may
acquire a philosophy which will make our remaining days a bit
happier. | an striving in this direction, but a peculiar temper-
ament influences us too much, and we stumble over wee little things.

No opportunity has presented itself to make any inquiry about

the Scripps boat. | have it in mind, however, and just as soon
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as | can learn anything in respect to it, | will advise you.
With love to the kiddies and much to yourself, | am

Affectionately,
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December 31, 1934.

lag or Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorney at law,
Mills Building,

San Francisco.

My dear Arch:

I am writing this note simply of Christmas greeting
in the expectation that it will reach you Christmas Eve.
It is, of course, needless to wish you and Martha the mer-
riest of Christmases and the most happy of New years. But
with the conventional expression, | send you both my love.
May the Holiday season bring you contentment, and happiness,
and all that | would wish for you - this would be every de-

sire of your heart.

Affectionately,
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RECEIVED AT 722 MARKET STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

DA336 64

SN WASHINGTON DC 23 300P\

HIRAM W AND ARCHIBALD M JOHNSON
*017 . MILLS BLDG SANFRANC I.SCO CALI'F

TODAY CORRESPONDENT BULLETIN AND OTH%R PAPERS ASKED IF | HAD'FIRED

BURR BECAUSE OF HIS CANDIDACY |<REPLIED IN WRITING QUOTE BURR HAS
PERFECT RIGHT TO BECOME CANDIDAlTE IF HE DESIRIIES AS A CANDIDATE OF
COURSE HE COULD NOT-.CONTINSE..HIS ,DOTIE/S AS< SECRE-TARIY-AI{H; HE WILL
NOT UNQUOTE, WIRE YOU TO ADVISE YOU AND THAT YOU MAY HAVE ONLY
STATEMENT | HAVE MADE Vv

HIRAM  W-JOHNSON.

994 m PM 12
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December 26, 1924*
My dear Boys:

I am sending this note merely to give you the details of
my astounding ircident with my secretary Burr* There have been
times when | have thought that | discerned a peculiar vanity in
Burr, but I never suspected him of such over-weaning conceit
and egotism as in these last few days he has displayed*

I learned incidentally that he was a candidate for congress in
Kahn*s place* It seems that everybody else knew it except my-
self, but learning it incidentally the day. that | wired you,

I called him in* He said he was a candidate, that he could win
easily, that the people of the district demanded it, and that
the brother of the late Congressman, Bert Kahn, and many others
had asked him to be a candidate. | looked at him in perfect
amazement, but finallysaid, he had a perfect right to be a can-
didate if he desired, but that it was obvious he could not per-
form his duties as secretary if a candidate, and therefore, he
would have to cease as secretary* Apparently, he was satisfied
with this, and he added, that he had intended to leave ne on the
4th of March anyway* He said he had been contemplating this can-
didacy for many months, but could give no satisfactory answer to
my question as to why he had not advised me. When the newspaper
men tackled ne on the following day and asked if | was running ny

secretary for congress in Kahn*s district, | replied, as | wired

you, and as | had stated to him* Yesterday, he came into the
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office and indulged in all sorts of threats about what he was
going to do to ne to Miss Connor* He apparently thinks that
I should have announced his candidacy for congress, and that
I should make the fight for him in California, He is abso-
lutely drunk with his vanity and has an obsession upon his
candidacy. The whole thing seems so ridiculous to ne that it
is difficult to believe it real. He is going to California

filled with bitterness and malice, and the Lord only knows what

he may attempt to say or do, | have not the slightest object-
ion to his being a candidate, - that is any American*s birth-
right, | have the most decided objections to running a candi-

date for congress in the district in which 1 live in San Fran-
cisco, and much more decided objections to occupying the silly
position of running an incompetent secretary for oongress. Burr
thinks otherwise, | wanted to warn you of the situation, | don't
know when anything has occurred that has been so astounding to ne.
The more | see of human beings, the more | care for dogs.

With love to all,

Affectionately,
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