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My dear Boys:

We are leaving th is  afternoon fo r  New York. I  have to  go 

over about some developments in the trac tion  s ituation , and 

Mother is  anxious to go fo r  other reasons. We*11 return, I  

think, Wednesday night.

There is  the usual le t  down here a fte r  the tenseness o f the 

Treaty f ig h t .  We are droning along now expecting within a few 

days the T a r i f f  B i l l  to be presented, upon which there1! !  be a 

long drawn out debate. I f  i t  were not fo r  th is  B i l l  I  would come 

to C a lifo rn ia , but were I  to leave with the B i l l  pending, a l l  o f 

the press o f the State, which is  against me now, and i t  consti­

tutes a very large m ajority, would accuse me o f deserting my post, 

when I  was most needed. I  w i l l  stay, therefor^ , u n til the C a li­

fo rn ia  items are disposed o f ,  and then I  am coming out to go to 

the bat. I  have been w ritin g  to a few o f my friends o f la te  t e l l ­

ing them that I  do not want to  get in to the pos ition  we got in to
TJUrtstia fc 'TTLCtĴ '

in  1920, o f suddenly unexpected and w ell-organ ized  opposition.
A

Most o f our good people w rite me that we*11 have no opposition, 

e t c . ,  but I  know b e tte r . I  know there w i l l  be opposition, both

in the primary, and in the e lec tion . I t  is  useless fo r  me to say
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th is  to emy but a very few, because they re ly  so im p lic it ly  

upon my vo te -ge ttin g  in the past that they can 't conceive 

there w i l l  be any d i f f ic u l t y  in the future. When a meeting 

can be gotten up in San Francisco, such as was gotten up upon 

the Treaty, i t  is  su ffic ien t warning to make even the most 

unsuspicious and dense p o l i t ic a l ly  take notice . When you add 

to  th is  that Los Angeles County was p ra c t ic a lly  a u n it, 

that resolutions o f l ik e  character were passed by every or­

ganization from the chamber of commerce to the Kiwanis Club, 

including a l l  o f the women's organizations, a man would be a 

fo o l who did not re a liz e  the p o s s ib i l it ie s  and know that he 

was up against a rea l f ig h t .  I  havebeen beseeching Jim John­

ston fo r  some weeks to get together a l i t t l e  co ter ie  o f our 

people and s ta rt the thing going. I  have a wire from McCabe 

th is  morning saying th is  is  being done, and that there w i l l  be 

a meeting th is  week. Frank Doherty is  doing whatever he can in 

the South, but he is  doing i t  against b ig  odds. In my opinion, 

he can be thoroughly r e l ie d  upon, and Joe Scott can be thorough­

ly  r e lie d  upon there. Of course, prank F lin t w i l l  a id , but he 

is  engrossed with h is own very important a f fa ir s ,  and cannot 

attend to d e ta ils  l ik e  Doherty is  endeavoring to do. My co l­

league is  in the councils o f the other people, and wherever he 

can, shooting in the dark. This much fo r  p o l i t ic s .
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. Decent weather is  just beginning, and our home w il l  be

d e ligh tfu l fo r  the next month or so. I  have already planted

three boxes o f zinnas, and I  intend to f i l l  the yard with them
an

th is  year, i f  possib le. The next month w i l l  r e a l ly  be/enjoy­

able one here.

V ictor gets no b e tte r , indeed, gradually worse. Both your 

Mother and I  fe e l  very  sorry fo r  him, and he is  so patient under 

h is a f f l ic t io n  that we*re quite broken-hearted. I  don’ t see any 

hope fo r  him, although our doctor here says that worse cases 

have recovered.

I  don’ t think I  would have been able to have stood the la s t 

few weeks here i f  i t  had not been fo r  the energy I  stored up by 

my d a ily  v is i t s  to the Exercise Room here. I  s t i l l  continue, 

and I  have got so used to them now I miss them very much when I  

am ccupelled to omit them. . I  have gone dow© in weight to  

202 and am going down to 195, before I  qu it. I t  has not been 

any task to do th is , and although occasionally i t  is  quite 

irksome to go through the twenty minutes o f  exercise in which 

I  engage, I  r e a lly  f e e l  in f in it e ly  b e tte r  fo r  i t .

A ffe c t io n a te ly ,
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A p ril 7, 1923

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r , ,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco,

My dear Jack: *

I t ' s  aw fully hard fo r  me to w rite to you, harder 

than to any o f the others, concerning p o l i t ic a l  conditions in 

C a lifo rn ia , because o f the cry you always ra ise  o f my pessi­

mism, e tc , I  know, however, from my correspondence, and 

through the newspapers, that the s itu a tion  is  c r i t ic a l .  I  am 

sending you th is  note, merely to ask that you have B i l l  and 

Harry very qu ie tly  canvas things. I  don't mean by th is  that 

they g ive me the ben efit o f th e ir  judgments o f f  hand. I  want 

them to do that sort o f inqu iring, o f which they are capable,
4

and from i t  then I  want you to give m6 the mature, frank judg­

ment o f the three o f you.

Another thing I  want you to bear in mind is  that Mc­

Cabe is  doing everything within his power, and because he is  

doing everything within h is power, I  don't want to be, nor would 

I  want you to  be, in the attitude o f undue c r it ic ism  towards him.

I  say th is , as X am sure y o u 'l l  r e a liz e ,  from a fu l l  understanding.

A ffe c t io n a te ly ,
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A pril 8, 1922

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco.

My dear Jack:

I  received  during the week your good le t t e r .  There* s 

l i t t l e  fo r  me to  write about now, except my own mental de­

pression, which is  without in teres t, and with which no other 

person should be troubled. To look forward to  a bru ising, 

g ru e llin g , p o l i t ic a l  f ig h t  1b  nauseating to me. The da ily  

abuse from Los Angeles, and re a lly  from some other parts of 

the State, is  hum iliating. Of course, there*s the fe e lin g  

that one does not want to qu it under f i r e ,  or in such fashion 

that i t  may be said the qu ittin g  was because o f impending de­

fe a t . At the same time, i f  I  could agree with your Mother upon 

what we*d do what we l e f t  here, I don*t think I  would have much 

d i f f ic u l t y  in reconcilin g  n^self to  beginning anew.

I  r e a lly  have been in terested  in what you have w ritten  

your Mother about bu ild ing a house on the Peninsula. I f  you* 11 

get pleasure out o f i t ,  I  hope you*11 bu ild  i t .  Our l iv e s  are 

crowded with disappointments and sadness anyway, and whatever 

decently m inisters to one*s contentment and happiness ought to 

be done.

I  observe what you said about Arch and P ickering. I  have
%

had no le t t e r  from him, so I don*t understand. I  hope i f  he had
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a "run in" with P ickering, that he gave him a good s t i f f  punch* 

With love to the ch ildren , and much to you rself,

A ffe c t io n a te ly ,



CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOL
Telegram
Day Letter Blue
Night Message Nlte
Night Letter N L

If none of t h e se  th re e  s y m b o ls  
a p p e a rs  after the  ch e ck  (n u m b e r  o f 
w o r d s )  t h is  i s  a  te legram . O th e r­
w ise  i ts  ch a ra c te r  i s  ind icated  by  the  
s y m b o l a p p e a r in g  a fter the  ch eck .

WE3TE
TEL

N E W C O M B  C A R L T O N ,  PRESIDENT

UNUN
G E O R G E  W .  E . A T K I N S ,  FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Hiram W. Johnson Papers
Bancroft Library

CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOL
Telegram
Day Letter Blue
Night Message Nlte
Night Letter N L

I f  n o n e  o f  t h e se  th re e  s y m b o ls  
a p p e a rs  after th e  c h e c k  ( n u m b e r  o f  
w o r d s )  t h is  i s  a te le gram . O th e r- 
w l s e it s  ch a ra c te r  i s  ind ica te d  b y  the  

s y m b o l a p p e a r in g  after th e  ch e ck .

RECEIVED AT

1922 Af All 9 51

§42DA 70G0VT

ST WASHINGTON DC 1155A 11 

HIRAM W JOHNSON JR % 1 3

ATTORNEY AT LAW MILLS BLDG SANFRANCISCO CALIF 

SHIP SUBSIDY B ILL  IN MY OPINION CERTAIN OF PASSAGE STOP TIME OF* t
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,
Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorneys at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco.

My dear Boys:

I intended yesterday to w rite  you, thumping out the le t t e r  

myself at home, but Mother and I  long ago had accepted a luncheon 

in v ita tion  o f the McLeans, and th is , together with ca lle rs  upon 

our return la te  in the afternoon, occupied my whole Sunday. I 

can*t t e l l  you how much I  resent i t  when I  am deprived o f spend­

ing my Sunday as I wish to spend i t  at home. In th is  particu la r 

instance, Mrs. McLean, who is  probably the richest woman in Wash­

ington, and whose husband runs the Washington Post, had made so 

many advances to your Mother, which had been repulsed, that f in a l­

ly  I in s isted  that i t  was Mother* s duty to go to the luncheon.

I t  was a very b ig  and magnificent a f fa i r ,  held at a country place 

possessing every charm that a lavish  expenditure could g ive i t .

The in ferna l luncheon, however, ruined my day.

I  look forward to my Sundays in the fashion that has come to 

me here and with age. Generally, i t  is  not only a day o f res t, b\t 

a day which by habit now has become one o f relaxation  and fo rg e t­

fu lness o f cares. I  l ik e  to walk fo r  a while, p lay with the 

doggies, look at the newly arrived  l i t t l e  chickens, s it  in the
4

yard, and genera lly , d isport myself l ik e  a landed p roprietor. In
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the evening we always have somebody to dinner, and a "movie".

I t  is  a rea l holiday fo r  me. The stunt o f g iv in g  luncheons on 

Sunday is  a sort o f confirmed habit here with those who are in 

the socia l fron t rank, varying, now and then, with what they term 

"suppers". I presume the whole theory is  to  do something a l i t t l e  

d iffe ren t than what is  done on ordinary week days.

During the past week I have tr ie d  to do some long distance 

p o lit ic s  by mail. The d i f f ic u l t ie s ,  however, o f conducting a cam­

paign in th is  fashion, I  think, I  have expressed to  you before.

No man can s it  th?ee thousand miles away and maintain his grip  upon 

p o l i t ic a l  conditions in a te r r ito r y ,  from which he has been absent 

fo r  a number o f years. His friends do not want to communicate bad 

news to him, and make the mistake o f w ritin g  him only what they 

think w i l l  be cheering. And they do th is  from the very kindest 

and best o f motives. Moreover, they do not lik e  to write nasty 

things said by th e ir  own frien ds, fea rin g , f i r s t ,  to disturb the 

equilibrium o f th e ir  p rin c ip a l, and secondly, to cause a rupture 

between those o f opposite views, perhaps of whom they are very 

fond. And then, I  fin d , too, that in many individuals there is  a 

great reluctance to  put on paper what r e a lly  they think, as w ell as 

the strange fa c t that some men when they write do not and can not 

express themselves as they ta lk . The resu lt o f the whole th ing is

that the absent one does not get a true p icture o f the s ituation , 
not

I  do/think th is  is  absolu tely so with me, because o f a sort o f un­

canny in tu ition  and p o l i t i c a l  sixth sense I  possess. My troubles 

are in the great County o f Los Angeles, and because o f the enormous
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vote there is  in that lo c a l i t y ,  and i t  increases with such rapid  

s tr id es , our people in San Francisco have no rea liza t io n  o f i t .

Every l i t t l e  scrub in the County o f Los Angeles is  in fu l l  cry now, 

and that these l i t t l e  scrubs now are in fu l l  cry is  the best e v i­

dence of the situation  there. I t  is  because I  know th is that I  

keep ite ra t in g  and re ite ra t in g  to everybody in San Francisco to  whom 

I w rite that we should have the most intensive organisation possi­

b le  in the Bay Counties, and should be prepared to get upon the 

r e g is te r , f i r s t ,  and then at the p o llin g  places, next, the la rgest 

possib ly  primary vote , to  o ffs e t  anything that might occur in Los 

Angeles. From telegrams received from McCabe, I f e e l  sure that he 

is  doing everything that he can do at present. I  am w riting  you 

not to le t  matters lag , but to keep at i t .  I  wanted to t e l l  you 

that Franklin Hichborn is  doing yeoman service fo r  me among a class 

whom I can not personally reach. I am very g ra te fu l to him fo r  his 

e f fo r ts .

Charles K. McClatchy w i l l  return th is  week from Europe, and 

I am mighty glad he w i l l  be in C a lifo rn ia  during the f ig h t . He is 

worth a host, and his heart is  engaged in i t .  He is  one o f the true 

and loya l friends now who are going the lim it .

The disclosures Borah is  making in the Semenoff in vestiga tion  , 

o f  the connection between th is  brutal murderer and bandit and the . 

Japanese, w i l l  some time be of value when hysteria  has been calmed, 

and people with th e ir  Judgments cooled,pass upon the recent a llia n ce , 

we have made with Japan, and Great B rita in . One vo ice , alone, in 

th is  country was raised in behalf o f Semenoff, and that was David

F. Barrows Of the U n iversity  o f C a lifo rn ia . I  read his statement
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yesterday, and one sentence keeps ringing in my ears -  "Only a few 

Americans were k i l le d . "  This scoundrel, who had the money o f 

Great B rita in , France, and Japan, who was fa ith fu l to  none o f h is 

purchasers, and who was g u ilty  o f outrages which i t  seems incred ib le  

could be committed in th is  modem time upon men and women a lik e , 

k i l le d  only a few Americansl The statement o f Barrows was worthy 

o f the man who refused Raymond Robins permission to d e live r  a 

Christian lectu re to the Y.M.C.A. o f the U n iversity .

By the way, fo r  your information, I  ought to  t e l l  you that 

I ta lked with Schwerin in New York about being v ice-presiden t o f the 

meeting in San Francisco, and he to ld  me that his name had been 

used wholly without h is au thority . This makes me suspect there 

may have been others whose names have been used in lik e  fashion.

Last week the doctor to ld  us that i t  would be wise to  chloro­

form V ic tor. I  can 't t e l l  you how badly th is  made your Mother and 

myself f e e l .  We agreed that we would not do i t  at once, but we'd 

continue to s tr ive  with him u n til the very la s t moment. He has 

grown worse so that h is d i f f ic u l t ie s  now in ge ttin g  about are very 

p i t i fu l ,  but the harshest -part o f h is malady is  that the constant 

throbbing o f h is hind leg  shakes his whole body, so that, doubtless, 

i t  is  very d i f f ic u l t  fo r  him to  obtain any sleep. With a l l  th is , 

howdver, he s t i l l s  eats w e ll, and has not lo s t much flesh . I t  is  

th is  a b i l i t y  to eat, and the fact that he takes notice o f things that 

are happening, and barks from his recumbent pos ition  in the yard at 

strangers, makes me hope against hope that there may come a change.
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As a last reso rt, the Doctor in jected  into him th is  week 606.

I  think, he did i t  wholly as a matter of experiment. His theory 

was that i t  would enable him to give la rger doses o f arsenic, 

and we are going to g ive th is  in jec tion  once every f iv e  days.

The rest o f our animal and feathered kingdom are doing w ell. We 

have ten newly arrived  l i t t l e  chickens, and f i f t e e n  more on the
J0U.M-C-

way, and a couple o f pa irs  o f new pigeons. Spartan, Tahi, and the 

Princess are fu l l  o f l i f e  and v igo r. I am driv ing the l i t t l e  car 

in and out again, and r e a lly  take a great deal o f pleasure from 

th is  short ride*

With a l l  our love ,

P :S : I 'v e  been wondering i f  you could take $10,000.00, the sum
p ra c t ica lly  remaining o f my New York fe e , and put i t  in L iberty  
Bonds fo r  me. I f  I  keep i t  in my general checking account, your 
Mother and I  w i l l  use i t  a l l  up, and i t  w il l  be o f no permanent 
value to  me. ' I  think the best way to  remove i t  from it s  present 
jeopardy would be to  put i t  in L iberty Bonds. I f  th is  is  not 
poss ib le , I  would lik e  to  put i t  in the soundest savings in s titu ­
tio n  there is  that pays 4$ in teres t. I want to put i t  away, be­
cause i f  I  d o n 't ,I  won't have i t  long. W ill you w rite  me, p lease,
your view o f it?

P :S : I t  was fin e  o f you to  wire Easter Greetings, and a charming,
gracefu l and sweet th ing, which we appreciated, fo r you to send 
Mother the flow ers.

A ffe c t io n a te ly ,
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A pril 17, 1923

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,
Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorneys at law,
M ills  Building,
San Franc isoo.

My dear Boys:

I  intended yesterday to  w rite  you, thumping out the le t t e r  

m yself at home, but Mother and I  long ago had accepted a luncheon 

in v ita tion  o f the McLeans, and th is , together with ca lle rs  upon 

our return la te  in the afternoon, occupied my whole Sunday. I 

oan*t t e l l  you how much I  resent i t  when I  am deprived o f spend­

ing my Sunday as I  wish to spend i t  at home. In th is  p articu la r

instance, Mrs. McLean, who is  probably the r ich est woman in Wash­

ington, and whose husband runs the Washington Podt, had made so 

many advances to your Mother, which had been repulsed, that f in a l­

ly  I  in s isted  that i t  was Mother1 a duty to  go to  the luncheon.

I t  was & very b ig  and magnificent a f f a i r ,  held at a country place 

possessing every charm that a lavish  expenditure could g ive  i t .

The in ferna l luncheon, however, ruined my day.

I  look forward to my Sundays in the fashion that has come to 

me here and with age. Generally, i t  is  not only a day o f res t, btt 

a day which by habit now has become one o f relaxation  and fo rge t­

fu lness °£ cares. I  l ik e  to  walk fo r  a while, p lay with the 

doggies, look at the newly a rrived  l i t t l e  chickens* s it  in the 

yard, and gen era lly , d isport myself l ik e  a landed p roprietor. In
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the evening we always have somebody to dinner, and a "movie*.

I t  is  a rea l holiday fo r  me. The stunt o f g iving luncheons on 

Sunday is  a sort o f confirmed habit here with those who are in 

the social front rank, varying* now and then, with what they term 

nsuppers*. I  presume the whole theory is  to  do something a l i t t l e  

d iffe ren t than what is  done on ordinary week days.

During the past week I  have tr ied  to do some long distance 

p o lit ic s  by mall. The d i f f ic u l t ie s ,  however, o f conducting a cam­

paign in th is  fashion, I  think, I  have expressed to  you before.

Ho man can s it  three thousand miles away and maintain his grip  upon 

p o l i t ic a l  conditions in a te r r ito ry , from which he has been absent 

fo r  a number o f  years. His friends do not want to communicate bad 

news to him, and make the mistake o f w riting him only what they 

think w il l  be oheering. And they do th is  from the very kindest 

and best o f motives. Moreover, they do not lik e  to write nasty 

things said by th e ir  own friends, fea rin g , f i r s t ,  to disturb the 

equilibrium o f th eir principJLd, and secondly, to  cause a rupture 

between those o f opposite views, perhaps o f whom they are very 

fond. And then, X find , too , that in many individuals there is  a 

great reluctance to  put on paper what r e a lly  they think, as w ell as 

the strange fac t that some men when they write do not and can not 

express themselves as they ta lk . The resu lt o f the whole thing is

that the absent one does not get a true picture o f th situation, 
not

I  do/think th is  is  absolutely so with me, because o f a sort o f un­

canny in tu ition  and p o l i t ic a l  sixth sense X possess. My tDoubles 

are in the great County o f Los Angeles, and beoause o f the enormous
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vote there Is  in that lo c a l i t y * and i t  increases with such rapid 

strides* our people in San Franolsoo have no rea lisa tion  o f i t .

Every l i t t l e  sorub in the County o f Los Angeles la in fu l l  cry now, 

and that these l i t t l e  scrubs now are in fu l l  ory le  the best e v i­

dence o f the situation there. I t  is  because I know th is that I  

keep ite ra tin g  and re ite ra tin g  to everybody in San Francisco to  whom 

I  write that we should have the most intensive organisation possi- 

b le  in the Bay Counties* and should be prepared to get upon the 

reg is te r*  f i r s t ,  and then at the p o llin g  places, next, the largest 

possibly primary vote* to  o ffs e t anything that might occur in Los 

Angeles. From telegrams received from McCabe* I  fe e l  sure that he 

is  doing everything that he can do at present. I  am writing him 

not to le t  matters lag , but to keep at it *  I  wanted to t e l l  you 

that Franklin Hlchbom is  doing yeoman service fo r  me among a class 

whom I can not personally reach. I  am very gratefu l to  him fo r  his 

e ffo r ts .

Charles K. McClatchy w ill  return th is week fr o m Europe, and 

I am mighty glad he w i l l  be in C a liforn ia  during the figh t. He is 

worth a host* and his heart is  engaged In I t .  He is  one o f the true 

and loya l friends now who are going the lim it .

The disclosures Borah Is  making In the Bemencff investigation  

o f  the connectIon between th is  brutal murderer and bandit and the 

Japanese w il l  some time be o f value when hysteria has been calmed, 

and people with th e ir judgments cooled pass upon the recent a llian ce , 

we have made with Japan, and Great B rita in . One voice* alone* in 

th is  country was raised in behalf o f Semenoff* and that was David

F. Barrows Of the University o f C a lifo rn ia . I  read his statement



yesterday, and one sentence keeps ringing in my ears -  "Only a few 

Americans were k i l le d , "  This scoundrel, who had the money o f 

Great B rita in , France, and 3tapan, who was fa ith fu l to  none o f h is  

urch&aers, and who was g u ilty  o f outrages whioh i t  seems incred ib le  

could be committed in th is  modern time upon men and women a lik e , 

k i l le d  only a few Americans. The statement o f Barrows was worthy 

o f  the man who refused Raymond Robins permission to d e live r  a 

Christian lectu re to the Y.M.G.A. o f the U n ivers ity .

By the way, fo r  your information, I  ou^ht to  t e l l  you that 

I  ta lked with Schwerin in New York about being v ice-presiden t o f the 

meeting in San Francl&oo, and he to ld  me that h is name had been 

used wholly without h is authority. This makes me suspeot there 

may have been others whose names have been used in lik e  fashion.

Last week the doctor to ld  us that i t  would be wise to  ch loro- 

form V ic tor. I  oanH t e l l  you how badly th is  made your Mother and 

myself f e e l .  We agreed that we would not do i t  at once, but we9d 

continue to  s tr ive  with him u n til the very la s t moment. He has 

grown worse so that h is  d i f f ic u l t ie s  now in ge ttin g  about are very 

p i t i fu l ,  but the harshest part o f h is  malady is  that the constant 

throbbing o f h is hind le g  shakes h is whole body, so th a t, doubtless, 

i t  is  very d i f f i c u l t  fo r  him to  obtain any sleep. With a l l  th is , 

however, he s t i l l s  eats w e ll, and has not lo s t  much flesh . I t  is  

th is  a b i l i t y  to  ea t, and the fac t that he takes notice o f th ings that 

are happening, and barks from h is  recumbent pos ition  in the yard at 

strangers, makes me hope against hope that there may come a change.



As a last resort, the Doctor injected into him this week 808. I 

think he did it wholly aa a matter of experiment. His theory was 

that it would enable him to give larger doses of arsenic, and we 

are going to give this injection once every five days now.

The rest of our animal and feathered kingdom are doing well. We 

have ten newly arrived l it t le  chickens, and fifteen more on the way, 

and a couple of pairs of new pigeons. Spartan, Tale, and the Prin­

cess are fu ll  of life  and vigor. X am driving tha l it t le  ©ay In and 

out again, and really take a great deal of pleasure from this short 

ride.

With a l l  our love,

Affeot ionately,



- 6 -

P:S: We were te r r ib ly  shocked a*t Robertson's in ju ries . They

were awful as you described them. How I hope that the poor f e l ­

low is  getting  along a l l  r igh t. I  noticed by one of the San 

Francisco papers that the reports concerning him. were a l l  favor­

able.

I  am adding th is as a postscript to the le t t e r  that is  sent 

you, and not as a part o f my communication to both you and Jack,

I can 't understand why i t  is  impossible fo r you to w rite  me. 

Eliminate me, i f  you wish, but, my dear boy, your Mother is en­

t i t l e d  to hear from you. Send an occasional word and direct i t  

to Riveirdale, Maryland, to Mother. This w il l  be sa tis factory  to 

me, i f  you fe e l that you can't write to me. Do you rea lize  that, 

aside from your note about Robertson*s in ju ries , we have had no 

le t te r  from you, so fa r  as I remember, since you le f t  Coronado, 

and no le t te r  but that one in p ra c tica lly  a month and a half?

Please don*t think that I  am growling unduly. Indeed, th is is  the 

last time that I shall w rite  you about th is matter that has become 

a regular part of my le t te rs  to  you. I  am fearing that, uncon­

sciously, something has emanated from me that makes you e ith er not 

wish to write to  me, or restrains you, in some fashion. I can*t 

conceive what, and i t  seems impossible to me, but I  don't know how 

otherwise to account fo r  the fact that you w ill  not write me. My 

dear boy, i f  anything has happened that you think ought not to have 

happened, I beg you to be lieve  I am wholly ignorant o f i t .
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My dear Jack:

I  have just received your note o f A p ril 15, and while 

i t  is  before me th is  instant, I want to respond. My p r i­

vate opinion is , from advices received, that Judge Craig is  

most anxious to run, and I b e lieve  he w il l .  I t  makes very 

l i t t l e  d iffe rren ce , however, whether i t  is  Craig or somebody 

e lse . I  got an inkling yesterday that they*11 put somebody 

from San Francisco into the f ig h t  a lso , on the theory that 

he w i l l  d ivide the vote in San Francisco, while Craig w il l  

p o ll  the large vote in Los Angeles. The "somebody” in San 

Francisco I  simply suspect is  Keesling.

I am glad to note the confidence you a l l  have, but I know 

that your confidence is  not ju s t if ie d . I  can not too strongly 

urge, th ere fo re , as great a c t iv ity  as possible.

I am mighty glad everbody is  w e ll. I wish I  was out o f 

the damn game, and l iv in g  again in San Francisco. I  am sick o f 

the abuse o f i t ,  and the constant figh tin g . Of course, now that 

I am in th is  present contest, I w i l l  have to go through with i t ,  

but i t  is  anything but pleasant co contemplate. By the way,

I was to ld  that Fleishhacker held a consultation with Judge Craig
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when Mr. Fleishhacker recen tly  was in Los Angeles. I  am curiously 

wondering what i t  was about. I do not know that i t  re la ted  to 

anything in which I  am in terested , and don’ t wish to convey th is  

impression.

A ffe c t io n a te ly ,
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My dear Boys:

A barren week has passed, and yet, though barren, has 

slipped by with incredible rapidity* There has been l i t t le  

doing in the Senate* We have had the peculiar in and out 

weather that is  neither summer nor winter, agreeable or dis­

agreeable. Rain has predominated some of the days for half 

of their duration, and the other half the reverse. I thought 

a few week8 ago when we had the f irs t  of the warm weather that 

continuously thereafter there would be a mild summer* This 

has not been so, though, and perhaps it is mighty good that it  

has not been.

I am driving in and out regularly by myself now in the 

l i t t le  car. I have not attempted any excursions yet, but 

possibly Mother and I w ill  tomorrow, i f  the day permits. The 

big car has given the l ie  to the Cadillac people here, who last 

year, advised me that it had outlived its  usefulness* It goes 

just the same as when Jack was here, and while it has that 

peculiar kind of a knock, nevertheless, it  does its  work.

I donf t fee l able to get a new car, and I would not, under any
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circumstances because of the uncertainty of my po lit ica l 

situation.

I have heard l i t t le  more from California about can­

didacies for United States Senator. Apparently, our enemies 

in the South have centered upo n Judge Craig, andhe is to 

give them an answer within a day or two. I received a letter 

from Los Angeles this morning stating that Barrows, Presi­

dent of the University of California, was being importuned 

to become a candidate. This may be so. The fact that I 

have been told Barrows does not get along very well with the 

regents, and that he may leave his present position lends 

some oredence to the report. Having been another fa ilu re  

as executive head of the American Legion in California, and 

unsuccessful as the President of the University, I presume 

that he fee ls he is  well qualified  for the United States Sen- 

atorship. With that, however, he may make a formidable 

candidate.
The Genoa conference has developed into exactly what 

during the argument upon the Fourpower Treaty was predicted 

would be developed. The effort was made, i f  you* 11 remember, 

to provide that whenever a controversy arose that involved any 

other nation than those who were parties to the pact, that 

nation should be called in consultation. This provision, at­

tempted both as amendment and reservation, was defeated by the
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Republican majority. It  was argued at tie time that an 

alliance among one group of nations would of necessity lead 

to an alliance among others, and that when two alliances con­

fronted each other, both became fru it fu l sources of war.

This has been a l l  history, and i t  was nowhere better exem­

p lif ie d  than in the great world war, where the trip le  entente 

was always facing with antagonism the alliance of the cen­

t ra l powers. At Genoa now, Germany and Russia have come to­

gether. Yesterday, I was told that what there was of the 

Chinese Government was also in agreement. And thus, we find  

the answer to the Fourpower paot w ill  be an alliance among a l l  

the other nations interested in the Paoifio, and i f  ever the 

occasion arises when the interests of the two groups become 

antagonistic, we may see another world conflagration. I f  ever 

you read the story of England's entrance into the world war, as 

told in the Parliamentary Debates, and by the very loosely drawn 

note which constituted the alliance with France, you 'll at once 

grasp how a nation only in honor bound, not technically, nor 

lega lly , nor by written instrument, can be readily and easily  

pushed into war. The translations from the Japanese newspapers 

that have come to me demonstrate how these wily Orientals under­

stand this new alliance. Our people are the only ones who are 

either in ignorance of i t ,  or pretend ignorance of i t ,  and Cal­

iforn ia is  the worst of a l l  the places in the Union fo r th is

misunderstanding or distortion*
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Charlie MoClatohy got baok from Europe Friday. He w ill 

be here next week* He has been gone nearly two years, rooming 

about in every country in Europe. His letters are much more 

vigorous protests than mine have been against alliances, agree­

ments, or compacts with other nations* I am anxiously awaiting 

his coming. I am sure at f ir s t  hand he can t e l l  me what thus 

far I have known only intuitively.

I received a wire this morning that the Los Angeles Labor 

Council had endorsed me. You doubtless noticed that the State 

Federation of Labor did, and at the very time I was being lam­

basted on the Fourpower pact* Can you wonder that I fee l tender 

toward organized labor? I rea lly  have no other support in Los 

Angeles,, outside of the few men like Flint and Doherty, and 

while I do have other support in San Francisco, there is  none that 

has been more loyal.

This is Saturday afternoon. Tomorrow is  my great day.

Ten l i t t le  ohickens have been hatched by one hen, and twelve by 

another; sixteen pigeons grace and mar the second story of the 

garage* I have three boxes f i l le d  with zinnias* I am going to 

f i l l  some more tomorrow* How I long for a good day, so I may 

be out in it  a l l  of the time]

Mother joins me in love,

A ffe o t io n a ^ ’ ^
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My dear Boys:

C.K.McClatchy arrived  here on Thursday and is  staying with 

me at the house. I  was very much in terested  in seeing him a fte r  

h is absence in Europe fo r  more than a year and a h a lf, I wanted 

to  see him because o f h is person a lity , and I  wanted to ascerta in , 

too , his view o f our fo re ign  re la tion s , with the added information 

he had obtained in his long stay abroad. Personally, I  fin d  him 

much aged. He to ld  me he was s ix ty -fou r now, and while he thinks 

he has not, in the s ligh tes t degree, changed, your Mother and I  

both b e lieve  that he has become an old  man. The rea liza t io n  o f 

th is  fact has brought home to  me reco llec tion s  in which I  don*t 

care to indulge, but which you can read ily  imagine. McClatchy was 

very sincere against the League o f Nations, just as I  was. His 

tra ve ls  and the intimate knowledge he has obtained o f conditions 

abroad have confirmed h is  view. He is  even more emphatic than he 

was before h is  departure. Not only is  h is view strongly against 

any league with other powers, but he is  a very b it t e r  opponent o f 

the Fourpower Treaty or any association  o f lik e  character. In a 

word, he thinks that most o f the nations o f the earth hate us just 

as an impecunious debtor, who has resolved never to pay h is o b li­

gations, hates h is prosperous cred ito r. A ll  o f the peoples abroad
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look upon us as an in ternational sucker from whom should be ob­

ta ined  by wheedling or otherwise part o f our i l l - g o t te n  gains, 

but whom,during the process o f r e lie v in g  us o f our funds, they 

regard with contempt, and about whom they laugh among themselves.

At lea s t, one observer therefore ju s t i f ie s  the course that I  

have pursued in our fo re ign  re la tion s ; and I  may add, that I  have 

met no American,who does not pride h im self upon association  with 

the aristocracy o f the old  world, who holds any d iffe ren t opinion.

I  w i l l  le t  you into a secret concerning our domestic econ­

omy. Your Mother and I  are too o ld  fo r  v is ito r s ,  no matter how 

much we care fo r  them. Indeed, any e f fo r t  at entertain ing at our 

home ( and you know how much I  enjoy having people there at dinner 

and the lik e  ) is  becoming more and more severe upon your Mother.

I t  seems impossible fo r  us to  have an ordinary meal with those who 

come to  us, and the amount o f e f fo r t ,  and time, and labor that 

Mother expends upon the simplest o f functions makes me dread any, 

and puts upon her a burden which she ought not to  be compelled to 

bear.

Unfortunately, V ic tor is  becoming much worse. Thursday when 

I  reached home with McClatchy I  found Mother had been crying a l l  

afternoon, because the Doctor on his v is i t  had said that he ought 

then and there to put the poor dog out o f his misery and chloroform 

him. She would not consent to  i t ,  but the sight o f him about the 

house, now and then dragging himself a few fe e t ,  is  most depressing. 

I f  I dared I would take him away without her knowledge, although, up 

to  recen tly  I have agreed with her in figh tin g  to the last minute 

with him. I t  seems apparent that i t  is  a p e r fe c t ly  hopeless f ig h t
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now, which only adds to h is misery and to our discomfort*

The p o l i t ic a l  news that comes to me from C a lifo rn ia  in d i­

cates that Judge Craig o f Los Angeles w i l l  most l ik e ly  contend 

with me in the prim aries, and that Kent, a fte r  the prim aries, 

w i l l ,  in any event, be an independent candidate. For the la t t e r ,

I  do not care* The former may give me in the County o f Los Ange­

le s  a great deal o f d i f f ic u lt y .  I  have w ritten  to  our friends in 

Los Angeles that i f  Craig becomes a candidate he ought at once * 

to  be h it  with the constitu tiona l provision  o f C a lifo rn ia , which 

makes a judge in e lig ib le  to  any other o f f ic e  during his ju d ic ia l 

term. Of course, the senate is  the judge o f i t s  own membership. 

That, however, does not a lte r  the moral ob liqu ity  involved in a 

judge’ s candidacy. A judge takes h is oath to support the consti­

tu tion  o f the State o f C a lifo rn ia , When he becomes a candidate 

during h is term of o f f ic e ,  he breaks h is oath and v io la tes  the 

s p ir it  o f the constitu tion , and one who w il l  v io la te  h is oath 

in  regard to  a state constitu tion , with equal f a c i l i t y ,  w i l l  v io ­

la te  h is oath in regard to the federa l constitu tion . I f  Craig 

announ obs h is  candidacy, I think there ought to be a rejo inder o f 

th is  sort. I t  puts him on the defensive, g ives a ta lk ing point to 

our people, and makes those great m ora lists, who were opposed to 

me on the Fourpower pact, accept the candidacy o f one whose morals 

are at once ca lled  into question.

I  observe that Hamilton f in a l ly  has begun to  do good work.

I think h is  a r t ic le s  during the las t couple o f weeks, that is ,  those

I have seen up to  f iv e  days ago, have been exce llen t. I  do hope



he continues along the same lin e*

Tuesday night we attended a dinner at Lasker’ s in honor o f 

the President. There were not many there, and, o f course, we had 

an intimate and rather pleasant time. He thoroughly enjoys his 

pos ition , which is  p e r fe c t ly  natural, and the only thing he is  

r e a lly  worried about at a l l ,  is  the p o s s ib il ity  o f being attacked 

e ith e r  by individuals or the press. P o lic ie s  to  him are mere po l­

i t i c s .  I  don*t think the idea ever enters h is head of pursuing 

a d e fin ite  l in e  o f donduct, because i t  ought to  be pursued, or be­

cause good w i l l  flow  from i t .  His sole idea is ,  w i l l  i t  resu lt in 

increased popu larity or a id  p o l i t ic a l ly .  Perhaps th is  is  not an 

uncommon view. I  think I  may say that i t  is  the p reva ilin g  motive 

in  the Senate; but, nevertheless, i t  is  one that I  can not get used 

to . Because I  can not get used to i t ,  and because i t  is  the pre­

v a i l in g  view, are the reasons, doubtless, that I  fin d  myself so at 

loggerheads with p o lit ic ia n s  and the press. And, speaking o f the 

press, what a loathsome spectacle in general i t  presents today!

I t  is  the mere medium o f B ritish  propaganda in the East, with the 

exception o f the Hearst papers. Nothing to me has been more dis­

gusting than the effusions o f Lady Astor , an expatriated American, 

who comes to  th is  country and t e l l s  us what we sha ll do, not only 

in our in ternational re la tion s , but in our domestic problems. The 

rottenest and most hum iliating part o f the performance is  the way 

Americans wear out th e ir  um bilical cord crawling to one who thought 

so l i t t l e  o f th is  country that she would neither l iv e  in i t ,  or be

a c it iz e n  o f i t .  I  b e lieve  her it in e ra r ie s  and her speeches are
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ju st lik e  those o f Geddes, the B ritish  Ambassador, scud are part
conquer

o f a fix ed  p o licy  o f Great B rita in  to : the public opinion o f

the United States and make i t  subservient to B ritish  in teres ts .

Imagine the Associated press gravely lis ten in g  with a l l  i t s  members

to  Lady Astor t e l l in g  what th is  country should do] And lis ten in g

at an o f f i c i a l  luncheon o f the members o f the Associated Press, so

that to the uttermost corners o f America, her words would carry]

I am beginning to b e lieve  what form erly I  scoffed  a t, that there is

more truth than poetry in what some o f the Irishmen have said during
insid iou sly  and by propaganda 

the last few years: That Great B rita in  was s tr iv in g  to do that

which she had fa i le d  to accomplish in two wars with the United States. 

I say th is  to  you without a p a rt ic le  o f prejudice against the Eng­

l is h ,  fo r  r e a lly  I  never have had any, and, as you know, I  have a l­

ways been skeptica l about the Ir ish . I  r e a lly  think that the few 

o f us who s t i l l  b e lieve  in America have got to  be on our guard.

The Senate is  doing l i t t l e  these days, except the t a r i f f .

I  am busy with conferences, committee meetings, consultations, and 

controversies, over the many items in the b i l l  in which C a lifo rn ia  

is  in terested . I  have no help from my distinguished colleague. In­

deed, I can not even consult with him, because the instant I ta lk  

to him, he returns to th is  o f f ic e ,  and then, Armstrong of the Los 

Angeles Times, out o f the r e ta il in g  o f any oohvsr sat ion that has oc­

curred between Shortridge and m yself, manufactures some rotten  story.

I am very sorry to  say to you that Barney Dodds is  in th is  game 

now, too. Dodds has become the correspondent here o f John D.

Spreckels’ s paper in San Diego# He and Armstrong o f the Los Ange-
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le s  Times have da ily  conferences in Shortridge*s o f f ic e .  

With a l l  our love ,
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Q E O R Q E  W . N O R R IS ,  N E B R .  E L L IS O N  D. SM IT H . S, 0.

F R A N K  B . B R A N O E Q E E ,  C O N N . A U Q U 8 T U 8  O. S T A N L E Y ,  K Y .

R IO H A R D  P. E R N S T ,  K Y .  E O W IN  8. B R O U S 8 A R D , LA.

R . A . B U R R ,  C L E R K *

A pril 28, 1923

Mr, Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Franoisco.

My dear Jack:

I have received your two le t te r s  th is  week about p o l i t ic s .  

Thank you very much fo r  w ritin g  me. I can 't t e l l  you how glad I 

am that the work of organization has been undertaken. I  do hope 

i t  continues with increasing a c t iv ity ,

I  received  your le t t e r  yesterday about investments, and an 

occasional f lu r ry  in the lo c a l market. I am a fra id  to undertake 

any such speculation. I have never in my l i f e  won a do lla r in 

that way. I  am too old to  begin. I  do, however, want to  put by 

a few do lla rs  because i f  I  keep i t  in my general banking account 

here, i t  w i l l  melt away without my rea liz in g  i t .  Out of my fee
v

o f $25,000 from the C ity  o f New York case I  have only $14,000 

l e f t .  I  am enclosing you check fo r  $10,000.00. I  want you, i f  

i t  can be done, to get L iberty  Bonds with th is , and put them in my 

safe deposit vau lt. I f  i t  is  not possib le to  get L iberty  Bonds at 

le s s  than par ( and I  confess I  don't know a blamed thing about i t )  

put i t  in the strongest and safest savings in s titu tion , in my name, 

in San Francisco, and send me the book. As I  r e c a l l  i t ,  the savings 

in s titu tion s  pay about 4$ in terest now, and th is  is- the best I can 

do. I f  they want my signature, you can take i t  from the envelope,

IH tn itcb  J& e m x le ,
C O M M ITTE E  ON PA TE N TS .
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or I enclose you card with my signature on i t .  Perhaps i t  would 

be impossible to buy L iberty  Bonds, and perhaps, i t  would be best 

in  any event, to  put i t  in a savings bank. I  leave th is  to  you.

I don*t want to attempt investments in p riva te  corporation bonds, 

fo r  more than one reason, and I  don*t want to  attempt the stock 

market, because o f my p roverb ia l i l l  luck in that regard, and be­

cause o f my u tter ignorance o f that sort o f thing.

Love to the k iddies.

A ffe c t io n a te ly ,


