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Hiram W. Johnson Papers
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HIRAM W. JOHNSON. CALIF.. OHAIRMAN
PHILANDER C. KNOX. PA.
MEDILL MCCORMICK. ILL.
08CAR W. UNDERWOOD, ALA.
NATHANIEL B. DIAL. 8. C.

'I1&Znileb -Slater JSodicAc™

COMMITTEE ON CUBAN RELATIONS.

December 7, 1920

Mr. Hiram W Johnson, Jr.,
Major Archibald M Johnson,
Mills Building,

San Francisco.

My dear Boys:

I have just returned from an hour’'s conversation with
President-elect Harding, and | take this means of putting
upon paper and preserving what transpired. When he oame
to the Senate yesterday, Harding told me he wished to meet
me and asked nme to call upon him at the Philippine Committee
at three o’clock. Subsequently he lunched with ten or a
dozen of us in the Senate restaurant, and we were so late
that he postponed the appointment, saying he would telephone
me later in the day, and later, he did *phone asking ne to
set aside eleven o’'clock this morning for him. This morning
he ’'phoned the office asking me if | would not mebt him at
Mr. McLean’s house in Washington at the hour appointed, and
accordingly | went there. The earlier part of our conversa-
tion consisted of protestations on the part of Harding of his
high regard for me. He said that the social relations between
us, which he had always prized, he wished to maintain in the
future(officially as well; that he reoognized that | was prob-
ably the most influential individual force in America today,

and he was most anxious that we should go along together in the

future. I responded that | should be delighted to go with him
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if his course would permit me, and | re-echoed the kindly per-
sonal expressions in which he had indulged. He said that | rep-
resented a great progressive force in the country, and that, con-
trary tp the general view that might have been entertained of him
iIn the past, he desired to be considered progressive, and he hoped
to be a part of progressive accomplishment in legislation. At

his nomination his partisanship was gratified, and although, of
course, while he exulted in that nomination, he wanted to go for-
ward now on progressive lines. M fault lay, politically, he
thought, in ny indifference to party regularity, and with that
party regularity in the next few years on ny part there was noth-
ing could prevent ne becoming President. He had”risked appearing
before the Senate yesterday and talking to it, because at the
very outset he wanted to make the Senators understand that he was
aoting in a spirit of cooperation with them; that he desired their
aid, and that he had no wish to dictate, but in connmon with them
all to pursue a course which might be agreed upon. He had found
himself during the campaign in a difficult situation, and, al-
though he had finally become practioally of nmy opinion in respect
to the League, he endeavored to hold together the various forces
within the Republican Party. Before anything was undertaken or
any definite conclusion reached it was his purpose and desire to
submit to nme and to Borah, and those who felt as we did, his
thoughts, and to submit them as well to the members of the Foreign
Relations Committee, and to those whose views were contrary to

ours, in the endeavor to have agreement among us all* He had been



Hiram W. Johnson Papers

Bancroft Library

thinking that in January he might undertake some action - and this
was the action in his mind: He could then bring to this country,
and he laid great stress upon the fact that the theatre of action
then would be here, authoritative representatives of Great Brit-
ain and Francp, who would meet with him, or with those nmen of his
suggestion, and, eliminating everything objeotiohable in the League
of Nations, might use the shell of the League as something upon
which to found an 'international Association™ which would meet with
everybody's hopes; and then he suddenly asked, "Don't you approve
of this plan?”, and | responded | did not. He hurriedly explained
then that it was wholly tentative and had reached no definite form-
ation yet, and asked ny view* | told him that the recent victory
In the election had been won by the votes of the common people of
the land who are against any European alliance, whether that alli-
ance were expressed in one way or another, with pr without reser-
vations; that our people made no fine spun distinction between res-
ervations of one sort or another; they were "unalterably opposed to
going into European affairs, or having Europe come into ours; and
that any attempt such as he suggested would mean, of necessity, an
alliance, call it by whatever term he might. He protested at the
word "alliance", and said he had no thought of an alliance with
other nations, but | insisted that when we sat with England and
France determining the fate of the world, we were either going into

something utterly futile - a mere brutum fulmeity or we were

agreeing or acting in company with Britain and France tp accomplish

some definite object. The very idea of accomplishment carried with
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it an alliance, and the only accomplishment under the circumstances
would be an accomplishment by which in the fashion in which the
League expected, this allianceArulKig- the world, deciding contro-
versies, setting differences, etc., and these settlements could
only be effective if there was sufficient power or force back of
the Association to compel obedience. He reiterated then that there
was nothing definite in his mind and that everything he had been
suggesting was wholly tentative.

I was told last evening, confidentially, by Judd Welliver, who
Is now with Harding, and has been ever since the campaign, and will
remain with him until the 4th of March, that there was a possibility
of Hoover”™ appointment to the Cabinet. | said to Harding today,in
our interview, that | wanted to say to him the sort of thing | seld-
omsaid, but that | did it that he might be fully informed. 1 then
told him that the appointment of Hoover would be most unfortunate
from our standpoint; that we had our fight in California, and had
divided; that we had won, and were,the dominant faction; that we
had learned the character of Mr. Hoover in that fight, and his se-
lection for the Cabinet after that'struggle would be considered by
us in California most unfortunate. He replied that he could not say
to me that he would not appoint Hoover, and he would not say he
would; that he believed he had to be considered psychologically,
and that many people were pressing for his selection. | responded
that while he (Harding) had ample ability to look out for his own

interests, nevertheless, from his owm point of view, he would be
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putting in his Cabinet a selfish, calculating, untrustworthy can-
didate for president, and from our point of view, he would be se-
lecting one who had demonstrated his own™worth, and whom our peo-
pie had repudiated.

I have not attempted to repeat all of the fulsome and honeyed
phrases of Harding, nor if | tried, could | paint the oleaginous
picture presented. No one could have been more friendly, none more
flattering. But, in the two instances | have related, you can un-
derstand something of Harding’'s position. He is seeking in ar’rery

way to unite every hostile element. By flattery on the
one side, and by offer of position on the other, he hopes to unite
in sweet concord the cacophonous of the Republican Party. The
principle of anything he is incapable of s'tat-in™ > wants to move
smoothly along the path of least resistance, and in order to do so,
will make, | think, to us, as well as to others”™ all sorts of con-
cessions. His talk about the League fills ne with misgivings, and
his lack of frankness concerning Hoover s appointment is quite sig-
nificant. I will go with him, if it is possible to do so. If a
break is to come | hope it comes early. | don't want to glide
along here for a year or two by fooling our people, and so | am
praying that if he is going wrong, is unfaithful to the promises
that he made, that he will make this very clear even before his
inauguration.

We have been here only a day, but already | am fitting back
into the old life. Your Mother is not reconciled to it, and | fear
we are destined for an unhappy winter.

With very great love,
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HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CALIF.. CHAIRMAN
PHILANDER C. KNOX, PA*
MEDILL MCCORMICK, ILL*
OSCAR W. UNDERWOOD, ALA.
NATHANIEL B. DIAL, 8. G.

F. R. HAVENNER, CLERK 'SCwfeb ’-Seuctfe,

COMMITTEE ON CUBAN RELATIONS.

December 15, 1930,

Mﬁlllgli'léalrgg\{\,l Johnson, Jr,,
San Francisco, California.
My dear Jack:

I am working with Miss Connor at the Washington
Hotel this afternoon, and want to send you just this
word to let you know that | feel all right again, and
hope to get out in a day or two. W came in Monday
morning because Mother grew so very anxious. She wired
you, and so | am sending you this note that you may
know everything is O.K. again. My difficulty was simply
history repeating itself. A year ago | had to come in
here and barely escaped pneumonia. It was not quite so
severe this time, but | had a very noticeable and dis-
agreeable congestion of the lungs again.

Love to the boys and yourself'.

Affeotionately,
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HIRAM W. JOHNSON. CALIF.. CHAIRMAN
PHILANDER C. KNOX, PA.
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COMMITTEE ON CUBAN RELATIONS.

December 24, 1920.

o™ "
Mills building,

San Francisco.

My dear Jack:

We received yesterday your letter of December 18th. We
read with very great regret Victor’'s illness. Mother has ac-
quired a new dog, a Pekinese, so that we have something of a
plethora of"$i$>%$£iCe at home at present. Notwithstanding, both
of us are more than anxious to have one of the police dog
puppies, and if you oome in January, | hope you will bring one
with you. | found coming across the continent that it was not
difficult at all to do this. You can walk from the barber shop
of the Overland Limited into the adjoining”™pS™ormf**hich con-
stitutes a baggage car, and in which the pup would be carried.
One came across on the same train with us, and when | saw him
on one occasion when | was in the barber shop, | regretted ex-
ceedingly that | had not brought one from San Francisco.

Perhaps you were right that we might have stayed until after
the holidays, although | am rather glad, we did not. While noth-
ing of very great importance has transpired during December,
nevertheless, the month has enabled nme to get back into the old
groove, which in reality with all of its small irritations | en-

joy. Nobody here seems to know what the flew President’s course
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will be. Ha is all things to all men, and | rather think he is
getting away with that attitude* If the American people had not
lost their sense of humour what has been transpiring at Marion
would convulse them with laughter. This docile people, however,
presided over by a subservient and a crooked press, no longer
thinks, nor even laughs.

This is the day before Christmas. There is little of the
spirit about the Capitol, and I fear that our thoughts are three
thousand miles away. I hope that you and the kiddies have a
great time tomorrow. How | would love to be with youl

Affectionately
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