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My dear Arch:

Last night 1 brought home with me a type writer, the
first 1 have used in over twé&ty vyears. I am writing
my Ffirst note on it to you, so dont wonder if you find
a badly bedraggled paper with illegibility it"s prin-
cipal characteristic* I really have so much to

do now, 1 am able to accomplish so little in the office
I want to do so much more, and my eyefts are so very
wretched, that 1 thought 1 would try the experiment

of the type writer* When 1 made my record as a ma-
nipulator of the machine, there was only one good tyre
writer and that was the Remington* The thing 1 am
writing on is the Underwood, quite the same as the old
one 1 sued to operate, and | really think in a aday or
two, I will be as much at home doing this as | was more
than thirty years ago*

Last evening | telegraphed you to send me the £*
file you had mentioned of the conscientious objectors
cases* I did this because the men who have been coins
victed have carried on quite a propaganda and have
placed in the hands of wvery Congressman and Senator
lurid and affecting tales of cruelty etc* Indeed, *
they have been anticipating the Taussig case and have <f
written all of us that it iIs reported the officers

disciplined seek congressional relief and therefore they PRifct
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before ns tbe facts from their standp&nt* In
addition, very estimable people apparently, relatives
of the objectors, have been calling upon members* A
society in New York that seems to have the ear of Baker
and Kennel is exceedingly active, and itsliterature
quite volumninous* In conversation with® Senator
Weeks yesterday* he told me he had a letter from a frie<I3
of his at Funston, who spoke highly of Taussig and
had given Taussig a letter of introduction to Weeks;
that Taussig would be here in a few days, and would
ask some action* , 1 told Weeks the information |
Had and thén wired you for such detail as you might see
fit to send* I have now just completed reading
BundeTs rather remarkable defuse*” I have n’t
much syjmpathy with it but 1 think he 1is probably
quite a different type from those about whom you wrote*

Yesterday 1 received a letter too, from the ©

General about the bill pending to give permanent
rank to certain others* I"m mighty indignant at the
treatment accorded Wood* In some fashion I shall”
ultimately denounce it again; but 1 fear thét will be &
no possibility of stopping the present measure, unjust
as we know it to be* The glamour surrounding the
various comman/ders in France, the mystery in which
they have been enshrouded, the press sycophantic and
fawning praise of those connnected with the War
Department, will all render most difficult any oppositin™l

to promotion of the men named* In addition to this,
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the Democrats throw in my face each time 1 angrily prot-
test about Wood* that he was jJumped over the heads of m
many tried and experienced officers by Roosevelt, and
that we ought not to com-plain about a condition of 'diifch
we ourselves took advantage* However, by interview*
x;tHLtHAéevl coula talk to 1 have been endeavoring to -T
lay the foundation for a fight, but 1 do not think it
will be of any consequence*

Well, here’s the beginning of the Hew Year.
Last night Mother and 1 soent the evening alone, and at
twelve o’clock, with little Joe drank a toast to you
and Jack and the Kiddies* We felt rather lonesome
it is true, but we were mightythankful that we had you
and had you whole, and that our other boy was with us.
It’s been a sad year in many respects, but there’s
much for which we may be grateful; and I do feel so.
Our day has been stormy and wet and dreary, but we
are still in the hpuse. Singularly enough, the work
men were here on this holiday, and they told me to-
morrow the fire iIn the furnace would have to be nut out
and remain extinguished for a week while the new nlant
is being installed. Anxiously 1 looked at the weath*™* 1
er reuort, and find it is TfTor tomorrow "much colder™.
I guess this means the Washington Hotel again.

I am sending you two clippi ngs in which you may

be iInterested. The first is a story from the cor-

respondent of the Washington Post (about as contemptible»
/
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a sheet as is published) of outrageous condition”®existir
ing at Brest* ItTs a corking indictment, which if
we were not so thoroughly cowed* would make our people
rise in indignation; but it will be denied -properly to*
morrow, and even if true, glossed over* The second
enclosure of the same paper is merely the announcement of
Mother*s party* I hope it is a great success, and that
Mother will so enjoy it that she will wish more*
Yesterday 1 write March personally about
dnmStiiiilgsAfcgoho insistlauponefcdingihgtbeththafiowitfchBak
demobilization (That was a bum break In my writing)
If 1 succeed with him no better than 1 succeeded with
Baker, 1 am going to ask that both be summoned before
our committee and there 1 will publicly examine them*

I have raised merry Cain wi&h my Russian resolu*
tion and speech* My difficulty is to avoid getting
mixed with the Radicals, whom 1 detewt, and all of whom
are enthusiastic about my actions* The matter
however, is far more important that a few bloviating
scrubs- it goes to the very heart of the policy to be
pursued by the Republic; and 1Tm going ahead to
ascertain that policy as best 1 can* The propaganda
for exploiting Russia is overwhelming, and Ipresume I
will break iffl butting my head againstso much wealth
and nower* However, 1 was always a crank, and the
big Tfight, when one feels right, against great odds, "

is after all, the only fight worth while.
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I"ve rather enjoyed talking to yon in this way.
It may he that deciphering what 1 have tried to set dow”
will not he much of a pleasure to y$u. Hut 1 think 1
have solved what has heen a most vexed question to me-
my personal correspondence; and that generally sneaking
I can do it myself at home hereafter*

Keep yourself in good share* Do’nt let the
old illness get another start on you* I wish you"d
come on here with ns, hut 1 suppose a day would weary
you of our routine* ~We long for you, though, Hladdie.
Tell me how you are when you write again, and whenther
since your return to camp, Yyou“ve continued to improve,
or whether it has brought on you you~r old trouble.

Mother joins me in sending you love. Oh, how
we both beg and pray for harpy years for you.
Goodbye, dear bof-

Affectionately, /)

In writing Wood yesterday, 1 added at the end of my
note, what may seem a strange paragrap”™h to him. It

contained the suggestion that our mail might not be imm-
mune* I did this as a sort of warning to him. The X
authorities have not scrupled to read communications o
they desired to read, as witness Hearst- We may not be
particularly interested in Hearst, but it is his time O

day and may be ours tomorrow* 6-**y,*> TTuty?2 Qi

M m ...

tk U/ <mw
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At Home, Riverdale, Md*
January First,

My dear Jack!

I wonder if you would laugh at me if you coul”
bridge the miles separating us, and look int™oikr home
this Hew Year Day* I’m in a spare bed room of
our house (Mother objects to littering the beautiful
rooms which were yesterday made spick and span) knock-
ing away on an old type writer 1 requisitioned yester-
day* It has been practically thirty years since |
was my own typist; thirty years since | won a record
operating the old Remington machine; and yet as 1 sit
here thumping 1 can see mywelf as 1 was then, and the
old habit comes back to me* My work at the office
has been accumulating so# | want to do so manythings
that I cant , to write so much more than my limited
force can accomplish, that 1 resolved to try the ex-
periment of writing at home with the machine* My
eyes | find too, ire’n’t permit me to write with a pen
as | desire* So today t*he first £F nineteen ninetem
finds me experimenting in talking to you*

Evidently a telegram of yours went astray.
Hone of the twenty seventh came to us* Our fussing
however, brought a telephonic message last night of a
despatch from you of that date, and | presume it was &
lost inbthe Washington office until our inquiry caused

a search to be instituted* I was sorry you were
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worried about us* We have been glowing ever since .0
Christmas with the good time you gave us* You -Oleased
your mother and me more than 1 can tell you*
Today is bleak and wet and stormy, though not

cold* Strangely enough, the workmen who are doing 1
plumbing and are to fix the furnace*have been working
all day* They notified me a short time ago that
tomorrow they would have to put the fire out iIn the fur-
nace and that it would have to remain out for eight day$
I rushed to look at the weather predictions and 1 find
for tomorrow "much &older™* I fear this means the
Washington Hotel again* While we®™ have several fTire
places which are a good auxiliary to the furnace,
they remind me of the tales of the great Northwest,
where a man may hug a glowing stove and yet freezd inj®
the rear™

We kept New Years, as we kept Christmas, by our-
selves* Perhaps this isn*t an entirely healthy
thing mentally, but 1 think I enjoyed the time better
than if we had had a house full of people whose wants h
and pleasures we would first have to consult* Last
night, with Joe, we stayed in our upstairs sitting rooty\
until the old year passed; then we openeda bottle of
Chateau Ykuem, and the -three of us (a singular
picture do n*t you think) drank to you and the Kiddies

and Arch* It was then with you nine OTclock, and Moth-

er insisted you were at 3"
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Tait’s (I made a bobble that last line,like 1 do with
the ends of the lines frequently, but 1 find 1fll soon
acquire my old proficiency) I thought nihe ofclocf(
too early for S$our Years eve celebration* |
imagined you would not get in action for a couple of
hours after thé&lfc time* well, anyway, |1 hope you
had a bully time* I don’t write you lad, About what”
I know and feel concerning you; but you need never
fear that 1 do not thoroughly understand; and my heart
is ever with you*

I ve said little to you about recent occurrences

in California* Indeed, 1 am somewhat reconciled to

events transpiring there* My knowledge of human natuj/f

from the time of my realization of what Stephens 1is,
shortly after my appointment of him, enablegﬁgo foresee
with unerring accuracy and distincness exactly what 4a5
transpired* When I used to tell it everybody in-

sisted 1 was wrong; but since man has had power over ™

his fellows, since reforms were wrought and then destr{)sfel

the story has ever been the same* W® have the
consolation, if it is consolation at all, of knowing
that our reform movement in California lasted longer
than a ny other in American oolitics, and that its
workwill remain for a considerable period yet* The
trend of events, however, is quite plain. Hecently 1
read in the Chronicle and iIn the Los Angeles Times how

both Republicans and Democrats were uniting to eliminafe.

Htrarn V/f JohnsonJP/pers
Bancroft Library
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the Direct Primary. The Chronicle published an” inis
terview with Dockweiler, Chairman of the Democratic
State Commiteee, advocating the old convention system,
and mentioned that prominennet Republicans were wholly
in sympathy with him. The leader of the Republic
an "arty, the -present Governor, of course, sits tight. T
Those who ought to raise the alarm are thinking of offiCd
and their own possible perferment* r*m so far away
and the stories reach me so late, that it Is next to
impossible for me to meet them as they whould be met*
mAnd then, I*m so engrossed here and have such inadesf**
quate assistance that 1 miss much that 1 ought to know
When the Direct Primary is abolished our movement in
California politics, about which we have justly boated
since 1910 will be so dead that another generation

will be unable to revive it* There*s a personal
aspect which has been brought home to me of late, and
that 1is, that in Dos Angeles the various clans are
uniting to oust me when again 1 come up. This does n
n*t gfeatly worry me because 1922 ifl yet far away, an/
I do nTt know what at the age of Ffifty six | shall

wish to do* I do hate to seea Brundige appointed
Railroad Commissioner, even though that appointment

be camouflaged with an Irving Martin. No number of
decent judicial appointments can atone for this*

Dong ago, 1 stated, my indictment of Stephens;® that he

would yield to those who wished to destroy the great &



’Hiram W. Johnson Papers

5— HWJ Bancroft Library

State agencies which had prevented exploitation of th?
people, and had kept the go”~rnment free and pure and
representative of the best in our civic and pollI”~tf/
life- Gradually and insidiously he has done just t#-
this thing- The Board of Control is no longer the
bulwark of honest financiering, requiring contractors
to give full measure and return to the State; the Cor#"
poration Commissioner is the football of Bos Angeles
speculators; the banking department has had eliminated
the man every crooked bank and rotten fipan cier wishej*
to get out of the way, andthe sin isn"t atoned for by
the appointment of any person, even one who imagines
himself as great as Stern believes himself to be; and
now the gre at Railroad Commission has notice served "
upon it and fcfan the State, by the appointment of one
who represents only a private interest* awix that hence-
forth private interest” instead of public justice shal]
be i1ts controlling factor- I was sorry ldssneiT
wasn®"t appointed instead of Bpundige, but of course, |
knew he had no chance- McCabeTs remarks after
election about Williams 1indicated clearly Bissne”Ts
fate- How remarkable, that a man as astute as Biss*

ner because his own personality was involved, could nof’

see the situation- There®"s one man Ifra mighty
sorry for, and that Gus BelLigne- There are no other
such sturdy characters- Gus thinks right and never
of himself alone* I do hope his business will

bring him the prosperity he deserves, and that he will
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not be crippled by the lossj™ of his position with the
Banking Department- Tell me how he is getting along
and what are his prospects It is iIn times like this
when 1 would like to aid a true friend that 1 feel mos!"

keenly my poverty-

And by the way, 1 have not received the
transcript of the reclamation board®"s proceedings. e
I have been quite anxious to read it- I read most
carefully and with keenest interest your account and
since then, I1"ve been wondering whether anything of
moment has transpired- There are different views
here of whether or not there will be an extra sesssiofl
The regular session expires by operation of law
March fourth- Many profess to believe that.the Bres-
ident because of the Peace negotiations will he compel
|]-d to call an extra session; hut I venture the guess hd
will not- H- does aa he 1,leas®s”’ withoirt
regard to the public welfare or the public business-

I think him as cold and indifferent to the oublic as

23 .. He suits his pleasure and
any Bero of any age*
O,, - !. )" ((*.*: cc M E] I” cur t*
« . people* "'t e Xk 7 °k *
that « » “ * *%x %" gUupprgx]= 7% .
..lie. saperoillouely at «.«me He r**U I -
M,,.lt ...7a «»_.»*_* »» F

{0 the reelt* 1y« * tl*‘ M tH1E T

_ I a0 tie wiaaetal prosr.se etroal* et X
view as
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our people 1 have no doubt with gratified pride
read of our President dining on a service of gold worth
fifteen millions of dollars, marching with measured ££
tread with the Queej. of England upon his arm into the
banquet hall precquby a hundred georgfously arrayed
flunkies backing before him and keeping time with theif
backward steps to feta their genuflections; and then hov?
thrilling his speech - MY PEOPLEFf MY ARMIEST "As you
embody the conscience of YOUR ?EOPLE# so 1 embody the
conscience and moral force of MY PEOPLE.K Some intrep-
id journalist here suggested Abraham Lincoln following
those hundred flunkies; but ten thousand se cret service
men are looking for th~fiman who dared compare our pres*
ent God to that simple hJke homely earnest American,
and there has been an avalance of criticism of the an-
archist and-Bolshevist who iIn this rapt a nd glorious
hour suggests anything so common and ulebeian as Abrafe-
ham Lincoln*

My Russian effort is still bringing me response

I have kept it alive with iInterviews in the newsnap”
tiers and an occasionally remark in the Senate* |
have aroused all the defenders of wkxkx the old order
and the newspapers teem with articles and interviews
for intervention, stabilizing a decent Russian
governemnt* saving civilization etc* ThereTs a

small group however, who stand staunchly by my p osi-

Hiram W. Johnson Papers
Bancroft' Library -
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tion, and Ifm goi ng to see it through. My danger
as | said to you in my last long lettter, is to ore-
vent myslf from getting into the category of the Bol-
shevik! or becoming a defendjfjfer of Benin and Trotsky*
The very truth apparently puts me there, but 1 shall
disavow again and again that attitude* Within a
week, 1 shall probably go at it again* Nothing
I have done since I*ve been here has brought me
such a tremendous reflex, and generally speaking
favorable one*
Well, goodbye, my boy* This has been

a pretty good first attempt with the machine*
I rather think I like it and shall continue it*

A happy happy New Year to you* Mother
and 1 send you our hopes and our prayers* Kiss
the Kiddies for us*

Affectionately,

7
,K
\
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WASHINGTON, D. C.

January 6, 1919*

Ma”~or Archibald M# Johnson,
General Staff Headquarters,
Camp Funston, Kansas.

My dear Arch:

Just a line to you as | am about to depart for

Hew York for the Roosevelt funeral. We were completely

shocked yesterday morning When the news was telephoned

us of the Colonel’s passing. I didn"t realize quite how

much 1 thought of him until he was gone. He has been an

amazing figure in our public life, and more intimately

connected with it, 1 think, than any man in all our history

I believe him to be the one great man of this generation,

and whether history writes him so or not, we of his time

do not doubt it. This i1s my Tirst experience with a sen-

atorial committee in attendance upon an official funeral.

I would not go except for Roosevelt or somebody who was

very dear to me. I hope to return tomorrow night.

We have been at the Washington Hotel the last few days,

but it is our expectation to return

as | presume you know,

at the end of the week. I hope then our troubles at the

house will be over, but this is a hope which probably will

be long deferred.

I received this morning your package of papers from
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Funston. I have not had the chance to open them hut will
do so immediately upon my return. By the way you have never
yet told me, although I have asked you sixteen times, just
what your position is at Funsto#. Are you stilla casual
officer? Do you belong to the Regular Army? Are you a
part of the 10th Division, an$ are you listed as such in
the War Department? let me know, at your convenience,
please.

Affectionatelyt

//')/!{ //
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January 6, 1919

Mr* Hiram W. Johnson, Jr¥*,
Mills Bldg*,

San Francisco, California*
My dear Jack:

I am just about to depart for Hew York to attend the
Roosevelt funeral tomorrow with the senatorial delegation,
and 1"m sending you this note as a sort of a stop-gap until
I get the opportunity to write you at some length again*

We were simply dumbfounded yesterday at the news of Roose-
velt"s death* After all, he was by far the biggest man with
whom 1 ever came in contact, and 1 do not think it *;£s any
exaggeration to say that he was the biggest American of this
generation* I felt a distinct, personal loss yesterday when
I was notified of his death* His passing will alter many
things* While disliked by the standpatters, nevertheless, he
had come iIn the last year to be accepted by them, and he was
the one big force which might possibly complete the union and
amalgamation of the differing wings of the Republican Party.

I think, too, his militant aggressiveness has of late held

in check the prejudices and the petty revenges of the stand-
patters. I look for something of that Donnybrook politically

within the next year* Some of us, a very few, who understand

the impervious and inaccessible minds of the dominant wing of
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the Republican Party, will probably get together secretly
very soon# Of this I will write you at length hereafter#

We are at the Washington Hotel where we have been
since the end of last week. Perhaps we ean get back into
our house the end of this week. We’ve had one cold spell,
but the weather today has changed and is quite pleasant
again#

with all our love,

Affect ionately,

P:S: I enclose a copy of the letter that has come to me
from the Direcor of Military Aeronautics concerning the

case of Robert Douglas Fry, Jr#
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January 11, 1919

Mr. Hiram We Johnson, Jr.,
Mills Building,
San Francisco.
My dear Jack:

I have just received your little personal note in
which you say "l told you so". I had not any doubt
at 8,11 that it would all come out just as you suggest,
but I really have so little interest in making money
that it doesn*t particularly affect me. Your note
came to me as | was trying to bring back my mind again
to the Russian situation after a lot of hard detail and
a week wherein | have been absent from the office two
days. I am in a tremendous quandary about my reply on
the Russian proposition. I have told you something of
the documents Robins has, copies of which he has given
me. They demonstrate, not always satisfactorily, but
in varying degrees the matters | mentioned in my ques-
tions. The very recital and the production of them,
however, and exhibition of the signature of Lenin and
his autorgraphed letter asking economic cooperation of
this country will with the unthinking put me in the Bol-
shevist class. And then again there have been of late
very many counter-attacks upon Robins and his documents,

so | hesitate, aside from other considerations, to stand
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sponsor for them. I am going to work the thing out in

my own mini tomorrow. I hope that 1 will decide it
courageously, no matter what the consequences. Explana-
tions have been made, really by the Government, although

by the chairmen of the Haval Committee and the Foreign
Eolations Committee, |In each instance, it is denied that
the explanations are authoritative, and upon this 1 will
ring some changes iIn response. The explanations are
outrageous, and in the main, Tfalse. The true explana-
tion 1s, and this unfortunately I can not prove at all,
that our troops are in Siberia and at Archangel because

of the great debt of Russia to France, and because we are
practically going to compel a receivership of Eussia for
the collection of those debts. As 1 wrote you last, | am
still overwhelmed with letters upon the subject, and it

is a difficult process to separate the real genuine Amer-
icans from those who are tainted with the poison of Bolshe-
vism. Men like Gifford Pinchot, because of the peculiar
time now, beg me most earnestly not to indulge in the pres-
entation of any documents issuing from the Soviet Government.
Your Mother is quite of their opinion, but I am utterly un-
able to understand why on a great public question | should
not tell the whole truth as 1 believe it to be,and ultimately,
unless something now unforeseen acours, within the next two

or three days, 1 shall do so. Pinchot*s iInterest in the sit-
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nation is dictated by what may transpire politically. The
death of Roosevelt has left & situation not at all to the
liking of the few who yet retain a trace of Progressivism.
He probably would have been nominated for 1920, although a
singular change had recently occurred. His was the con-
trolling voice, and wxtsle the great interests who make Pres-
idents still suspected him and in many instances disliked
him, they feared him and looked upon him as the Moses who
might lead the Republican Party out of the wilderness. Up
to the time of the election there was practical unanimity

in the sentiment for his nomination. After the election,
the ivory headed standpatters began to say the country was
conservative, they could get along without T.R., and act-
ually a crowd of them inHew York got together to "syndicate”
Pershing. Their purpose was to nominate Pershing provided
they could getAassurances from“tfeose wfebm they wished

( which 1 assume would be no difficult task ) andprovided
he turned out tobe whatwe believe him to be - awholly
pliable and plastic individual. I rather.think the syndi-
cate will continue, and that if Pershing agrees to become a
candidate he will be the most formidable candidate in the
next National Convention. It would be a sort of false mod-
esty on my part to say to you that 1 was indifferent to the
present situation,”although, my mind was not intently endeav-

oring to solve it. Very many individuals like Rinchot,
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Schlessinger of Chicago, and the Progressives of the Con-
ventions of 1912 and 1916 would he very glad to give me
a stait iIn the race for the big prize. They are widely
scattered, their influence is not great, the necessary funds
will be difficult to obtain, and from the present outlook,
the suggestion while flattering is utterly without possibil-
ity or consummation of success. The Republican Party is
absolutely iIn the control of the old reactionaries. They are
determined to have one of their own. I do not think anXAin— B
dividual, and eerjpainly not myself, with my history of re-
calcitrancy, could get anywhere at t*ll. And yet you know
if there are enough of our fellows yet living to make a semb-
lance of a contest in states which have direct primaries,
I should not hesitate because of the certainty of defeat in
going to the bat. One OF the serious handicaps iIs that states
with direct primaries, the only places where an independent
candidate would have any opportunity,have favorite sons, and
these favorite sons will control the various delegations.
Take a state like Illinois, for instance, the candidates
from the outside, 1 would be glad to take a chance before
tiheir people. The present Governor, with his wealth and the
prestige of position, has an absolute certainty of the dele-
gation. And, by the way, it is not at all unlikely Lowden

cp /7/N
may be the Republican nominee. He married a "poo®™woman*.
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He has been™honest, though not a great Governor* He be-
longs to the rich and privileged class, which now feels
itself in power, and he has what we know from our own ex-
perience to be all controlling in his locality - the prestige
of position. What you mentioned in your personal letter
would have been nighty welcome just now, and I will revise
what in the beginning of this letter 1 said, and say, | am
sorry 1 didn*t take the chance.

I attended Roosevelt*s funeral with the Senatorial del-
egation. Xreally was much affected. I doubt if anybody
in the delegation had anything like the feeling that 1 had.

I saw the most prominent places at the funeral Ffilled by

Elihu Hoot, who stole the Presidency from Roosevelt in 1912,
by Taft for whom the nomination was stolen, by Hughes, who
was nominated in 1916 by the pro-German element, and whom
Roosevelt detested as he detested probably no other man.

It made me sick to go to that funeral with Knox and Brande-
gee, g¢,nd the others, who, deep in their hearts,hated Roose-
velt as mediocrity and cowardice always hate real ability
and fearless courage. And it seemed to me that there was a
different atmosphere at the very funeral itself with the
"old bpy" mute and silent forever in the flag-draped casket.
I thdmgfct, and perhaps some of my associates thought too,

that littlenews, meanness, pettyQselfishness and cowardice
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could rear their heads again all around him and about

him without encountering;quift and savage blows he al-
ways dealt them. Really lad, 1 think a lot of damn
scrubs have been breathing easier and holding their heads
highdr since Roosevelts death.

It is Saturday afternoon. I am waiting for your
Mother to come so that we may go home. We have not been
out there for some days. Indeed, 1 have had a peculiar
time the last week. Saturday night | dined at Senator
Weeks, Sunday night, Mother and I dined with Mrs. Woods,
Monday night, | dined at Senator Rrelinghuysen"s, Tues-
day and Wednesday nights 1 dined on the train, Thursday
night, your Mother and 1 dined at Senator Knox"s, and
last night, we dined with Schlessinger and Mr .~Kaufftoann
at the Shoreham. Kauffman, by the way, is the very emi-
nent writer. He is an imaginative Jew, very able, and
talks well, but he talks in parables, and for that reason,
he grows weary after an hour or so. He has had quite a
career, however, and it was rather iInteresting to meet
him. I can"t tell you how glad I am to get home tonightf
I do hope the house will be in good shape. I have however
very little confidence iIn Washington workmen and I-have

no certainty about the success of the Job.
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Aren wrote me yesterday that he had applied for dis-
charge* |1 do hope it is granted him, and that we can
whip him into good shape again, and then let him start
upon the career which the war broke*

I can?t tell you what wonderful photographs those
were of the children* Your Mother and 1 have looked at

them again and again* How proud you should feel with

two such kiddies!
With all our love#

Affectionately,
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Jamary 16, 1919*

Major Archibald K* Johnson,
General Staff Head carters,
Comp :~unstonf Kansas*

Iy dear Arch:

I have been rather under the weather this week and
that is the reason #ou have not hoard from me* 1 am to-
aay inlrgggipt of your letter of January I«ith in liich
you give me the Glassification of the demobilization of
your men* OF course, 1 an intensely interested iIn your
discharge. If there is any difficulty with your General,
wire me and I will be very glad, personally, to take it
up with him* | doyadi apirehen” any trouble in that dir*
eetion} If there is anything to be done here, after hie
approval, advise me, or if you wish, when your application
has fpke on approved by him, I will *0 and make a personal
application to the Secretary of war*

It was my intention to make? a lon?? speech on Russia
this week, but I*vo been so stopped up with a *=>>11, .ad
generally so miserable physically that 1’11 probably poet-

WK S =
pono it until early next week*
lefro again back at the house and 1tl$ a great
pleasure and relief to me to got away from the rotten hotal

hare* The house is in fair shape* 1 don*t think all our

work on the heating apparatus accomplished what it should,
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but probably It has accomplisherl something* At assy rate,
It la a home* and you oan#t Imagine bow distasteful and
horrible to me the hotel here Is#

hen you ooac on, 1fll show you a real cat# that will
make you sorry you have only & ssaagy police dog#  liken you
come on I will give you a real dinner again, or f we don’t
do that, you and X will take a day or bo off and bur*

You don’t liot; hoiv we are looking forward to sectng you#

I notice tenoral -:"06’o designation to another depart-
ment, Xlie papers, ho™o saild It was"optional with hi© whether
or not he fill take iIt. 1 don’t know whether this IT real-
ly so or not* mood is growing all the time with all classes
of People., and i1t vill not be at all surprising if he were
the next lcpublican candidate for president*

ith all our love#

Y

Affectionately, 3
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DUNOAN U. FLETCHER* FLA., OHAIRMAN
GEORGE E. CHAMBERLAIN* OREQ. KNUTE NELSON, MINN~
JOSEPH E. RANSDELL, LA. WILLIAM ALDEN SMITH* MICH
MORRIS SHEPPARD* TEX WES8LEY L. JONES. WASH
JAMES K. VARDAMAN* MISS, LAWRENCE Y. SHERMAN, ILL

JOHN K. SHIELDS* TENN. “Marren gq. harding*ohio.

THOMAS8 8. MARTIN* VA BERT M. FERNALD* ME I nl e m
JOHN H.BANKHEAD, ALA WILLIAM M. CALDER, N.Y.

FURNIFOLD MCL. SIMMONS, N.C.  HIRAM W.JOHNSON. OAL.

JAMES A. REED. MO. COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE.
WILLIAM F. KIRBY, ARK.

WILLIAM L. HILL* CLERK
D. 0. THORNTON, A88T. CLERK.

January 18, 1919

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,
Mills Building,

San Francisco.

My dear Jack:

I received your letter with the transcript of the
Reclamation Board®"s proceedings. 1"ve had no opportu-
nity to go over the transcript yet hut shall do so at
the earliest possible moment. I read with iInterest
your comment upon what was transpiring. I was hoping
against hope, however, that the Board might reach such
conclusions that real litigation would be unnecessary.
However, 1 think we"ll have to look forward to a big
lawsuit and a long fight. More of this anon.

This has been a bad week with me because of a semi-
sickness. I"ve had a rotten cold, and generally, 1°ve
been done up. We spent a couple of days at the hotel
the early part of the week, but have returned again,
and 1 hope permanently, to the house. A change in the
weather which has made it much warmer here has rendered
it Impossible to determine whether the work on the furnace
has been efficacious. My private opinion is that it has
not been more than half so. I can"t tell you how glad

I am to be back at the old house, to have room to turn in,

and to be able to walk about, and to have a home. Mother
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has been feeling none too well either, so this week has
been a most disagreeable one for us.

I received your telegram this morning about possible
employment in San Francisco. This is the first 1 heard
upon the subject. I suppose to accept this employment
will lead to invidious remarks iIn San Francisco about a
representative of the State treated kindly by a particu-
lar locality holding it up for large compensation, etc.

I am awaiting other definite advices on the subject and
will think very seriously of the matter in the meantime.
Thank you very, very much for your wire. YouTre very
thoughtful and very good to me.

I have received a wire from Arch that he will be
discharged on Tuesday next. I think this is bully. | am
sick of the military, and | think our people are gradual-
ly getting sick of it. Yesterday, iIn a sentence, 1 re-
iterated what I had before said that 1 do not want our
boys policing Europe, and 1 wanted them at home. Next week
when 1 get on the floor for a long speech again, I1*m going
to talk of an American policy, minding our business, bring-
ing our soldiers home, leaving Europe to clean its own
house, and police its own back yards. This will be met
with bitter antagonism by the "Big Chiefs”™ of the east,
who really want a tremendous military establishment.

I believe inlit, however, very thoroughly, and 1 think
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the view will strike a responsive chord in the breasts of
Jjust plain folks.

I can’t write you at length today because of the in-
numerable demands upon my time. Both my important com-
mittees are meeting, and welre having an important session
of the Senate as well. I promised Judge YanFleet to aid
in the iIncreasing of the Federal Judges* salaries, and
while 1 have not attempted to talk upon the subject 1 was
in constant attendance yesterday and will be today to see
that what votes | can obtain for him will be obtained.

I hope the kid had a good birthday. Mother and 1
thought of him and of you on the occasion. Before you
kn*ow it, my lad, these boys will be to you as my two are
now to me. And youlll find then that you’will be think-
ing of them as they are now rather than as they are when
they’ve developed into fine and active men.

Affectionately,
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At Home, Riverdale, Md* Jan* 24, 1919*
My dear Jack:
Ag you may observe from this heading 1 m again writing
to you at home on the old machine* It"s Friday night, and
I have been so infernally interested and tied up for the oast
week that 1 fear tomorrow I shall hot have the”ooportunity to
write you, and so am sending you word in this fashion* ®n
addition, it is lost ohssible Mother and I will go to New York
tomorrow* Arch as you doubtless know was disahrged with
honors Tuesday night* He immediately le~t for New York os-
tensibly to 9uy a civilians outfit* He says he would like to
buy a purple suit or a Josephs coat, he is so weary of the
uniform* Yesterday he reached New York, and immediately went to
bed sick* We have been in constant telephonic communication wi
with him and Doctor Rogers, and apparently there is nothing series
the matter with him, but he has some temperature and evidently a
very bad cold* If tomrrow morning, his temperature still
continues we will go to New York ih the afternoon, although 1 have
something of a suspicion he would rather we kept away* We
have talked with him directly and he insists there is nothing the
matter with him, and Doctor Rogers has been quite reasssuring, Sso
we are hoping there iIs no cause for worry* 11l wire you 1in
the morning if we leave*
For ten days 1 have been anything but. myself*
First a cold, and then something 1 have never before exoerienced
some neuralgic trouble that at first ij thought might be connected

with a mastoid develoument- At any rate, the damned thing has k

kert me miserable- Today 1 for the fTirst time, feel something
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like myself, and am inclined to he duly thankful.

lve had an exciting week over the appropriation for
a hundred million dollars to feed Europe. There was just enough
suspicion attached to the appropriation, aiide from the iImperious
method of cabling for a mere hag og shells like a hundred
millions, that I could n*t stomach the bill. I aligned myself
with Borah In his hopeless opposition. Upon this measure
1 heard for the Ffirst time, some real eloquence in the Senate
in two speeches of Borah. I expressed myself briefly as
you will probably observe by the Record, but 1 did n"t
get over very welll what | was endeavoring to put out. |
was trying again to 1insist on an American policy, but perhaps |
have said this so often now that its freshness is gone* It
is very interesting to me to note, however, that the refrain
has been taken up, and the deamM to bring our boys home, to think
a little of our own, has been voiced In many quarters* Really
without undue egotism, and conceding it is of little consequence,
I think as in the matter of the espionage bills, | have been some
months ahead of my contemporaries*- The ugly snout of big bus-
iness 1 think 1 discerned in this hundred million appropriation*
The packers wanted to ?it rid oi their surplus stock,, and
apparently Hoover had agreed with them that this method of
pretending to feed starving Europe was an Opportune way. of
course, the bill, passed, but there werre seveteen of us who voted
against it. I confess | was pretty sore at our side of the
Chamber, and particularly at their defense of the pikers.

I think my son, we may be riding to a fall in this nation.
Unemployment looms in threatening aspect; soldiers are back



bitter and jobless; war prices continue and the cost of mere
existence continues to mount, while business is halting and
men idle far exceed the jobs; and the big fortunes swell and
swell and swell and the little businesses are more and

more hazardous- Congress is a contemptible, helpless,
hopeless body, the psychology of war still gripping it,

the populace marching far in adyance, the President with

his eyes on the whole world bevond our borders, a part of bur
people still clamoring for blood and a part sick to death of the
whole thing and cursing war from their hearts— all these
present a heterogeous mass,without directing force or leader-
ship, which may suddenly crystallize into seething discon-
tent, out of which socialism or anarchy or bolshevism may come-
This is not prognostication on my part, but a suggestion of
possibility-

The Peace Conference abroad is doing exactly like every
other Peace Conference- It is s?crbtly determining what the great
powers aesire, and carefully preventing the truth from being Icnown.
Next week 1Ff I can 1 want to say something again about Teaoe Pint
Number One (the “resident you know in addressing the soldiers
in Prance said they had fought and ai”e d for his fourteen peace
pints) "Open Covenants of Peace Openly Arrived at”. I have been
puzzling more and more about war. It strips man of his veneer
of civilization, he becomes a primordial being again, back
he flings to his primitive state* You"d think if this were so, he
wouia be just plain brute,minus ever™ vice and pretense; and

yet, war makes of all of us first hypocrites. It not only

distorts our intellects, blurs our vision and destroys our power
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of reasoning, but it makes our every expression a lie and

clothes us with hut one attribute, hypocrisy ~he same sort

of cowardly bloviating and pretending that we indulged during
the actual fighting, Congress is still indulging. I think the
people of the country have been gradually emerging from this
slough; and that is why 1 said a moment oago that th\e ”“onulace
were in advance of their representatives* Wilson with

his fourteen Pints is still fooling the world, while in reality he
has surrenderedthree, Chen Diplomacy, freedom of the Seas and
Disarmament, and the other eleven were decieded before we

entered the conflict- IT you have never read the secret treaties
of England, Erance, Russia , Janan and Italy, all made before we
declared war, do so at your lelsure* These treat ies disposed
of every territorial question, and this Peace Conference,

solemnly sits down~fools the world, and has iIn i1ts pockets,

duly signed veiled and delivered the.partitioning of the world,
and the Conference of course, will keen the bargains of the
idividual members of the conference* Wilson has just one thing
to talk about, and he is making the most of it- The Deague of
Nations* IT he can get a real Deague, which will prevent
wars, while not relinquishing our sovereignty, he will will have
accomplished a big thing, the only thing he possibly can accomplish*
I dislike to say it, but Hearst is eternally right in saying

that our difficulty has been the past two years that we were
Pro-Belgian, ~ro-English, Pro-Erench- anything but ~ro-American,

and that ijt is time to be ~ro-American now*
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My i1ndisposition has -robably permitted my onrortunity to

nass by on the Russian question- However, 1 kicked up enough m

row on the subject to cause a real sentiment in the East, and

this urobably eontrihuted to the action yesterday of the

Peace Conference- , | cannot for the life of me see what

can he accomplished by the plan unless the Bolshjsviki are
absolutely gone, but at any rate it is some kind of action-
To me the killing of American boys®™ in Russia is .plain murder-
Nobody cares nartieularly exeent a few cranks like myself-
have no doubt that many of my friends in California were
shocked at my attitude- I was shocked by one of i1ts results:
it brought Hip commendation f]Jrom the most undesirable class,
the rotten horrible 1-W_W. But it brought me too, an”ntire

folder of letters of mothers and fathers in Michigan of the soldier

boys who were drafted to fight Germany and then sent to Russia-
I had a letter from Lissner in which he rather plaintively said
he guessed it was all right for me to say what | did about Russia
it X felt that way- Hoity-toity, it"s all right to till
American boys if they oan succeed in killing those we don"t Xx
like- This is one of the things I mean by nhychology of war-

I read what you said of the Reclamation case- |
shall get out of going before the legislature, for | should n"t
want to argue before this inferior racked court, where my two

former secretaries sat iIn the background snickering at how

they had Jobbed me- I do think however, it would be of inestimable

value if xs* Brownstone and the others could accomplish what they
leek- Bet them try it- They ought to be able to have the
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representatives of their c Otinties act for them, and the legis-
lature doubtless has lively recollections of the former fights
with the reclamation board* At the last sesssion they beat
the board, and it was only as 1 undertsand it, the pocket veto
that saved it* Let them go to it but they ought to have a
good fighting man to make the battle* Chandler did it

before, and if they could get some man like Chandler he cbuld
nut the thing over in spite of McCabe and Madsen. The
Governor will _quit like a nig iIf they show any strength at all;
I mean strenth of votes outside of the Legislature.

I received a letter, from Sullivan and Roche as you had

advisedme* I immediately wired acceptance* and am awaiting
further word* This will keep me here 1 assume during March.
Lust as soon as the matter becomes definite, 1 will find out when

the case is likely to come ut>and write you.

1 m tired running the machine, and you”probably are of
reading this. Give my love to the Bowiest Mother ”oins
in all love to the Middles and yourself,

Affectionately, A



