
D. S. Thomas 
April 20, 1942 

Mills has no concrete information on any agency other than th e F.S.A. — 

evacuation problems are handled by four agencies besides t he military, 

namely: 

1. F.S.A. 

2. Federal Reserve Bank 

3. Federal Security Administration 

4. U. S. Employment Service 

F.S.A. asked for power to take over and administer farm prope rty of 

evacuees. Power refused by DeWitt despite statement that ob ligation of 

military lay solely in the custody and transport of evacuees to 

reception centers and their maintenance there. All that F .S.A. can do 

is to refer evacuees to organizations -which might take ove r property, 

such as California Packing Corporation, Los Angeles Prod uce Association, 

and the Los Angeles Horticultural Association. The latte r takes 

property only indirectly by placing it with individua ls or other agri-

cultural organizations. No information is available conc erning what 

types of agreements are made between evacuees and new hol ders. May be 

leases, sales, control by power of attorney (very likely), or temporary 

harvesting rentals. F.S.A. is conducting a service to ev acuees in 

sending out field men to give advice and refer evacuees to  Los Angeles 

Horticultural Association and others. Bill Helvey of F.S.A . (San Fran-

cisco) is in charge of this. (Mills doesn't know if Helvey's organiza-

tion has kept any records or not.) Interesting is the problem of the 

proportion of property voluntarily transferred during v oluntary evacuation 

as compared with transfers under compulsory evacuation. I t is probable 

that earlier evacuees were large holders and got on the who le a better 

deal than the later ones. Likely that small holders suffer mo st. 



Evidently some exceptions are made to DeWitt's first evacua tion 

orders for, at the request of F.S.A., he extended the time all otted for 
large 

the evacuation of a/ San Joaquin hog farm to 5 days after April 12, 1942, 

since no one could be found to take it over. Farm had gross lÂ tt  yearly 

of $120,000. Obviously such exceptions cannot be made to sm aller units. 

It is Mills' opinion that the military will arrange for the 

organization of a new government corporation to take over a nd manage 

property not otherwise disposed of. This should be the duty o f the 

F.S.A. which should be given the power to make standing offe rs to 

evacuees for farm properties, thus eliminating the poss ibility of less 

advantageous disposals. Press statements of Tom Clark t hat persons 

taking advantage of the poor bargaining position of evacu ees will be 

severely prosecuted should be largely discounted. Lit tle, if any, 

prosecution will occur according to Mills. 

The Federal Reserve, the legal custodian, has not and probab ly 

won't live up to expectations with regard to orderly handli ng of urban 

properties, real and personal. Mills believes that they do n ot want the 

additional duty and that they will not take over property un less the 

evac. practically forces them to. Its activities to date have been of 

an extremely passive nature. 

The best source of data will be the evacuees themselves. 

Eisenhower's organization (War Relocation Ad.) is going to prepare 

questionnaires for evacuees to be filled out at reception c enter. 

Arrangement should be made with this organization to inc lude questions 

pertinent to this investigation so that results can be tab ulated. If 

this is impossible, a bureau employee should be sent to the r eception 
question 

center there to/personally the evacuees. Mills agrees wi th me that it 

should be possible to make up lists of compulsory evacuees i n such a way 



that differences in property holdings (urban, rural, real, personal, 

tangible, and intangible) could be fairly represented in the data gathered. 

In event this is impossible, the actual investigation sh ould be made by 

one who can exercise good judgment on the spot with respect  to weighting. 

The major difficulty lies in gaining admittance to recepti on 

centers. Army is exceedingly strict even though "its sole d uty is the 

removal of certain groups from certain zones." 

Obviously the cheapest and easiest way this primary data ca n be 

obtained is through the almost parallel activities of Eis enhowers 

organization. 

Since it is likely that the evacuees will have forgotten the details 

of property transfers and since many are unable to speak Eng lish, this 

primary source will have to be supplemented by additional i nformation. 

Sources cf this additional information are: 

1. Federal agencies involved. (Poor source, since every effort 

will be made to cover up loss of property values, waste, etc. 

(especially Federal Reserve).) 

2. New operators of evacuees' property* Also tough source s ince 

there will be no desire to expose the hard bargains driven 

by large operators such as Cal Pack or San Joaquin Poultry 

Dealers Association. 

Los Angeles Horticultural Association ought to be lucrati ve 

source since they don't stand to gain through transfers. 

All of the above was information given by Qmer Mills (F.S.A. ). 

Some were not baldly stated by Mills, but the inferences w e re, I'm sure, 

properly interpreted. 

Data on transfers voluntarily carried out are almost impos sible to 

gather since aliens and citizens doing so have moved out of re stricted 



areas and cannot be questioned at reception centers. (Mil ls believes that 

a large volume of property was so transferred and believes it is largely 

this property which Hewes referred to in Chronicle of April  2, 1942.) 
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Releases  i  Mimeographed - O.E .M War Relocation Authority. Whitoomb Hotel 
(Printed) 

Building, San Franoisoo. M. •>•  Eisenhower, Direotor^/ Offioial Proclamation, 

Western Defense Command arid I>urth Army, Presidio, San Fr anoisoo. 

Also mimeographed - Afartime Control Administration, W estern 

Defense Command and Fourth Amy, 1231 Market Street, San Fran oisoo. 

Confidential orders of Day, Hale, and Bve-ringhajn are us eful. 

4/15 - Conference with Carey {©Williams, Chief, Departm ent of Industrial 

Rlla îons, Division of Immigration and Housing. 
JL? 

Most interesting recent data is oonoerned with future supp ly of 

L/'  ̂agricultural labor in ,os Angeles County. Are now 6,500 une mployed 

Mexican farmers in are*, but these will be insufficient to m eet needs of 

whole state. 

>tP 
b Gus Hawkins (Negr<< assemblyman from Los Angeles) is going to favor 

the import of Negroes from Deep South. Mills and MoWilliam s believe 

this a good idea. Under Hawkins, Negroes are organising a com mittee to 

select Negro families to take over evacuated farms. 

Plight of Japs in Little Tokyo is bad. Are selling out at 

ridiculously low figures. Auction sales, etc. are being conducted by 

Jewish dealers and as e result, is much anti-Semitic feel ing developing 

in Los Angeles. J. J. Sugarraan is most important among auct ioneers. 

In re: agriculture. Jap farms in Los Angeles are in the main v ery 

small and therefore laj'ge operators haven*t moved in muc h.  V..  S. Roseorans 

(a large landowner) is agricultural coordinator in this ar ea. Through 

his offices many land transfers occur, but maintenance of r ecords is poor. 

4/15 - Bill Browne]], F.S.A., 707 South Spring, Los  Angeles.  Field units of F.S.A. 

supposedly keep records of transfers of farm property. The y are passive 



though, and invite evacuees to obtain advioe from them. Re feree deals, 

•to. No central offioe has complete data. 

Now, under compulsory evacuation, property oan be frozen.  Central 

offioe, 707 South Spring, only oan do this. 

Clark Ewing (Federal Reserve, Los Angeles) - Not too helpful . Says 

that no comprehensive policy or program has been developed. Decisions 

are "spot" deoisions by representatives of Federal Reserv e. 

Federal Reserve olaims to deal in urban real and personal a nd rural 

personal property. Chief tool of Federal Reserve is "the bi g stick." 

Ckily with regard to personal property can Federal Reserve f reese and 

does so only when definitely asked to by evacuee. Usually threats to 

do so and to store the property are sufficient. Most problem s yet 

developing of difficulty are those arising out of ocaidit ionsl sales 

contracts, etc. Policy has thus far been to store the proper ty in 

question when the evaouee has not been delinquent in payme nts. Admission 

was made by Rwing that the Federal Reserve tries to av oid custodianship 

because of the added responsibilities and duties. 

Federal Reserve is passive in that it does not attempt to find  out 

how the evacuees are faring. They pay no attention to the "fo rced" 

sales and activities of auctioneering companies in Little T okyo, relying 

wholly on the newspaper publicity to bring the evacuees in . 

Conditions with respeot to urban real property are muoh wor se. 

Federal Reserve won't take over such property and if asked, w ill merely 

suggest some real estate or property management oonoern in  case the sale 

or the lease of properties cannot be handled by the evacuee s. Evacuees 

are enoouraged to turn their property to "some" Caucasi an either by power 

of attorney or management oontraot. The Federal Reserve k eeps no records 

and feels no responsibility toward the evacuees who are di sposing of 

real property. 



? 

Asked whether, if an evaouee was "fleeoed" by a property man agement 

organization or person, the Federal Reserve would attempt an adjustment, 

Ewing said, "Probably yes, but it would remain to be seen. " 

Ewing feels that Federal Reserve is more active and effioien t than 

the other agencies involved. 

He feels that the inefficient handling of the whole proble m is due 

to: 

1. Lack of coordination between agencies. 

2. Animosity and Jealousy between Federal Reserve and Leo 0 . Crowley. 

As yet, Crowley hasn't exposed his hand but probably will in a 

few weeks. 

Suggested calling on Father Caffrey of Maryknoll, 222 Sout h Hewitt 

Street. Maryknoll claims to be directly in touoh with 27,000  Japs out 

of a total of 37,000in this area. 

4/l5 - Walked through "Little Tokyo." Practically abandoned . Very few 

Japanese in sight. Stocks are being disposed of either by Jap  owners or 

Jewish auctioneers. Seem to be very few buyers. Auctioned g oods are 

evidently going at exceedingly low prices to Cauoasian deal ers in similar 

goods (that is, oopper wire selling at price below price of oo pper junk). 

Mills and I agreed that the sales of goods not at auction by J ewish 

liquidators are not real attempts to get rid of entire stooks regardless 

of prioe. Sale prices are too high entirely for this to be t he intent. 

Jap owners still attempting to liquidate own inventories se em to have 

succeeded with objects of utilitarian significance, but seem to have 

trouble with kniokknaoks such as dolls, fans, so-oalled art  objeots, etc. 



- Mills has no oonorete information on any agenoy other than the F.S.A. — 
* 

evacuation problems are handled by four agencies besides th e military, 

namely: 

1. F.S.A. 

2. Federal Reserve Bank 

3. Federal Seourity Administration 

4. U. S. Employment Service 

F.S.A. asked for power to take over and administer farm prop erty of 

evacuees. Power refused by DeWitt despite statement that obligation of 

military lay solely in the custody and transport of evacuees to 

reception centers and their maintenance there. All that F .S.*. can do 

is to refer evacuees to organisations whioh might take over  property, 

suoh as California Packing Corporation, Los Angeles Prod uoe Association, 

and the Los Angeles Horticultural Association. The latter  takes 

property only indirectly by placing it with individuals or other agri-

cultural organisations. No information is available conce rning what 

types of agreements are made between evacuees and new hold ers. May be 

leases, sales, control by power of attorney (very likely) , or temporary 

harvesting rentals. F.S.A. is conducting a servioe to evac uees in 

sending out field men to give advice and refer evaouees to L os Angeles 

Horticultural Association and others. Bill Helvey of F.S .A. (San Fran-

cisco) is in charge of this. (Mills doesn't know if Helve y»s organisa-

tion has kept any records or not.) Interesting is the proble m of the 

proportion of property voluntarily transferred during vol untary evacuation 

as compared with transfers under oompulsory evacuation . It is probable 

that earlier evaouees were large holders and got on the wh ole a better 

deal than the later ones. Likely that small holders suffer m ost. 



Evidently some exceptions are made to DeWitt's first evacu ation 

orders for, at the request of F.S.A., he extended the ti me allotted for 
large 

the evacuation of a/ San Joaquin hog farm to 5 days after A pril 12, 1942, 

since no one oould be found to take it over. Farm had gross yea rly 

of $120,000. Obviously such exceptions cannot be made to smaller units. 

It is Mills* opinion that the military will arrange for the I 

organisation of a new government corporation to take over an d manage 

property not otherwise disposed of. This should be the du ty of the 

F.S.A. which should be given the power to make standing of fers to 

evacuees for farm properties thus eliminating the possibil ity of less 

advantageous disposals. Press statements of Tom Clark tha t persons 

taking advantage of the poor bargaining position of evaoue es will be 

severely prosecuted should be largely discounted. Little, if any, 

prosecution will ocour according to Mills. 

The Federal Reserve, the legal custodian, has not and proba bly 

won't live up to expectations with regard to orderly handli ng of urban 

properties, real and personal. Mills believes that they do  not want the 

additional duty and that they will not take over property u nless the 

evao. practically forces them to. Its activities to dat e have been of 

an extremely passive nature. 

The best source of data will be the evaouees themselves. 

Eisenhower's organisation (War Relocation Ad.) is going to prepare 

questionnaires for evaouees to be filled out at reception center. 

Arrangement should be made with this organisation to inol ude questions 

pertinent to this investigation so that results oan be tabul ated. If 

this is impossible, a bureau employee should be sent to the r eception 
question 

center -there to/personally the evaouees. Mills agrees w ith me that it 

should be possible to make up lists of compulsory evaou ees in suoh a way 



that differences in property holdings (urban, rural, rea l, personal, 

tangible, and intangible) could be fairly represented in th e data gathered. 

In event this is impossible, the aotual investigation shoul d be made by 

one who oan exercise good judgment on the spot with respec t to weî iting. 

The major difficulty lies in gaining admittance to rece ption 

centers. Army is exceedingly strict even though "its so le duty is the 

removal of oertain groups from certain «ones." 

Obviously the cheapest and easiest way this primary dat a oan be 

obtained is through the almost parallel activities of Ei senhower's 

organisation. 

Since it is likely that the evaouees will have forgotten t he details 

of property transfers and since many are unable to speak En glish, this 

primary source will have to be supplemented by additional i nformation. 

Souroes cf this additional information are« 

1. Federal agencies involved. (Poor source, since every e ffort 

will be made to cover up loss of property values, waste, e tc. 

(especially Federal Reserve).) 

2. Hew operators of evacuees' property. Also tougi source  since 

there will be no desire to expose the hard bargains driv en 

by large operators such as Cal Pack or San Joaquin Poultry 

Dealers Association. 

Los Angeles Horticultural Association ought to be lucrat ive 

souroe since they don't stand to gain through transfers . 

All of the above was information given by Omer Mills  (F.  S .A.). 

Some were not baldly stated by Mills, but the inferences were, I'm sure, 

properly interpreted. 

Data on transfers voluntarily carried out are almost imposs ible to 

gather sinoe aliens and citisena doing so have moved out o f restricted 



areas and cannot be questioned at reception centers, (Mil ls believes that 

a large volume of property was so transferred and believes it is largely 

this property which Hewes referred to in Chronicle of April 2 , 1942.) 



Father Caffrey, Father Evans, and Gomd Fujamoto. Marykno ll School, 222 South 

Hewitt Street, Los Angeles. 

Tremendous information especially about urban Japanese. - Are writing a complete 

report, a copy of which will be sent to the bureau. Report to be on  rt human 

interest" side principally tho, Urban Japs (in Little Toky o) have been and are 

being badly fleeced. They are not aware of the benefits to be derived from 

government agencies. Publicity of these agencies is very p oor now. Before the 

Japanese papers were closed it was better. However, in this period those Japanese 

going to these agencies for help did not receive it. There were two reasons. 

One that the Japs, not admitting that they poorly understo od English, did not 

ask for interpreters and consequently didn't understand a dvice given. Those who 

did understand say that the agencies didn't at the time know their rights and 

powers and hence offered no help. As a result of this the Ja ps quit going to 

them for help. The Maryknoll school is now performing a du ty of the Fed. Res. 

that of storing personal property, while the Buddist Tem ples have provided food 

and shelter. 

In Little Tokyo, as in rural areas, the Japs have suffer ed greatly 

from robbing and theft. Of more danger however, are the va rious finance companies 

and property management companies. These  orgs,  are definitely preying on 

the Japanese, offering ridiculous prices for both real and p ersonal property. The 

Jews seem to be most offensive with the Chinese also pushin g in. An example of 

this was the sale of $1,000 market value restaurant equipmen t 

for less than $200. One real estate company, Nanny Brother s, evidently is 

succeeding in cornering all real estate in Little Tokyo th at is owned by 

Japanese. The Japs claim that the Jews are buying up their g ood inventories, 

moving out the valuable merchandise to their own shops, and s elling at auction 

only the poorest Japanese goods and their own stocks which they move into the 

Jap stores during the night. 

Many Japs, vfoether owners or lessees, have given up trying t o dispose 



of property either by sale, sub-tenants or the lure of a ma nager. They are 

merely locking up and leaving. Caffrey claims that this is going to lead to 

much litigation when taxes, rent, etc. are due. A large Jap h otel did just this. 

Maryknoll is connected directly with 7,000 Jap families, totaling 

23,000 persons. These represent all occupations, and henc e the material obtainable 
in 

at this source is/valuable. Father Caffrey seems to be afr aid to talk much and 

contradicts self continually, i. e.: deplores lack of coop eration between the 

fed. agencies and between these and the military, but then pr aises all for 

doing the best job possible. Father Lvans is better but is bel ow Cafirey and 

won't say much when Caffrey is around. Fujamoto is a minin g engineer, a 

graduate of Maryknoll and University of Arizona and is def initely up on the whole 

matter. All however, have the church to worry about and do n't want to talk 

freely without authority from Archbishop of L. A. 

This organization wanted to effect a voluntary evacuation of Japanese 

from Little Tokyo but the freezing order came too soon. They  claim that there 

are only 1,000 Christians in the area, 500 of which are Cat holics. Nevertheless, 

they are continuing their welfare work without regard to rel igion and are trying 

to get permission to continue their educational activit ies at the reception 

centers. This permission has not yet been obtained. 



Richards, Stuart, F.S.A., L. A. 

Holdings of the Japs in L. A. area are very small, one 1,500 ac re truck 

farm held under lease by 290 Japs. Makes for much difficult y in obtaining new 

operators. Like all agency representatives he overstates t he degree to which 

new operators are found (at least Father Caffrey denies  this,  holding that new 

tenants are few and far between. 

Among the most prominent of the new operators are the Chine se - are 

few whites, Filipinos, and Negroes. All district offic es report weekly the 

by 

number of farms evacuated, the number of tenants put in/the  F.S.A., and the 

number of loans approved for new tennants, by district offi ces. This information 

is tabulated by Bill Eelvey in the S. F. office and is obtaina ble thru Omer Mills. 

Fred Farr, F. S. A. field agent, Burbank, California. 

Work done by interviewers working out of these offices c laimed to be 

excellent. Effort said to be made by these men to acquaint ev acuees with rights 

and with government services offered. They try to put prospe ctive tenants in touch 

with evacuees and claim to have been quite successful i n this activity in 

San Pedro area. Less successful is Lawndale, however. New te nants in San Pedro 

are largely Mexican. Mexicans and Americans seem to be w illing to harvest growing 

truck but intend to switch to beets as soon as possible. Th is means that next 

year vegetables will be very scarce and high. Present crop s in culture stage are 

almost lOOfc saved. 

Santa Anita 

Mulcrevy of the W. P. A. is in charge. Apparently admis sion to these centers 

is easily obtained from civilian authorities. 

Is large excess capacity, even now, in this center with 6,50 0 inhabitants. 

Eventual capacity to be 16,000. Family units are maintained . Dining facilities 

even permit the maintenance of distinct family units during meals. Nearly all 

work, cooking, gardening, cleaning, etc. is done by evacuee s. Have good 

hospital, laundry, and bathiig facilities. The only thin g -which might be 

complained of is the lack of any kind of heat in the barrack s or separate units. 



These have cement floors and should be very cold in -winter. 

The evacuees at this center seemed to be very high class, c lean and 

fairly well educated. The younger ones take it all as a grand v acation and 

really enjoy selves. Especially those of "teen age". Mulc revy says that there 

is quite an element of dissatisfaction among the older one s, due not to their 

loyalty to Japan or to their property losses, but to their e nforced idleness. 

There isn't enough work to go around and these people, espec ially women, are 

suffering from boredom. 

The entertainment program is just getting under way and is very 

comprehensive, supervised athletics, dances, shows, etc. Despite the informality 

of this group, a certain strain is due to the omnipresence  of soldiers, sub-

machine guns, watch towers enclosed in barbed wire, etc . 

The Japs are going ahead with plans to organize selves into s ort of a 

city administration with mayor etc., altho what the functio n of these hievarchies 

A 
will be no one seems to know. 

TTO current rumors prove to be unfounded by conditions exist ing here. 

First this community could never be self supporting. First ly, most of the 

evacuees are farmers with no land here available to farm, are totally unfit 

to do anything else. Secondly, it appears doubtful if any s ubstantial amount of 

manufacture can occur at these centers as now constituted , for there's no room 

for factories and the military cannot permit too much expans ion because of added 

patrol difficulties. Also the Japs are not allowed knives of any kind, even 

to eat with. If this policy of keeping them from obtaining su ch objects as these 

continues, manufacturing is out, unless guard tremendous ly increased. 

It is obvious that whites are suspected for one feels himsel f the object 

of many inquiring glances. It is not due to dislike, but merely to a fear 

of something worse to come. Some are very friendly tho. The ac tivities of the 

F.B.I, in these centers is no doiiit a cause. These Japs on & whole are I'm sure 

quite loyal to U. S. During a recent blackout Mulcrevy says t he general 

statement was "here come the dammed Japs again", or somethin g of this nature. 



Money does mean something here for cigarettes, candy, tooth paste and 

other incidentals must be purchased from commissary. 

Romance is extremely evident. One Jap admitted that despi te the fact 

that he would suffer financially from immediate removal to S anta Anita, he wanted 

to go as soon as possible to get at all the girls before the com petition got 

too great. It may be that this enforced semi- communal life w ill have its 

effects on morals. 



See Kenneth Smoyer — 524 N. Spring 

v /  w*  See Mr» Ryan, County Agricultural 
"  Commission, S08 N. Spring 

4/l7. Mr» H. H. Wilcomb, Assistant Agricultural Coordinato r, Los Angeles County. 
(Soon to be moved to office of Agricultural Commissioner, 803 N. Spring.) 

A 

Seems to be very optimistic. Data collected but confidenti al. Show 

that 500 farmers have taken over 17,000 acres of land» Averag e amount formerly 

occupied by Japanese is about 25,000» 

The earlier voluntary evacuation suffered most heavily, but the evacuation 

is now more orderly» Field men from this office call on Japa nese and appraise 

holdings. Some are sold too low and some too high, but on the average, it is 

probable that fair prices are paid» The Chinese are most nu merous among the new 

tenants. 

There will probably be no loss on crops now in, but a shortage of truck 

crops, flowers, etc» will become evident next year» 

A shortage of agricultural labor is sure to develop in the sumner here 

although is much unemployment now» 

This office recommends  the  transfer of farm property under a trusteeship, 

with banks as trustees, or if new operator is trustee ; by Japanese» , 

A large amount of the/ytransferred in this manner with the re mainder by sales» Are 

few losses« 

This office will close in about a week, and data gathered wi ll be turned 

overjto Iielvey o£jf\ S. A» 

"When it closes, figures concerning kinds of  c  rops transferred  wil l|be 

available« $ 

This office expects trouble to develop later when the distri bution of earn-

ings under trusteeships are made. Much litigation will develop» 

This office is also »Trttr̂ la of the  jST  S. A*, particularly with regard to 
(yuZXĉ  

personnel̂ for employees are not acquainted with Californi a crops — are Utah and 

Colorado men» 



4/17. Homer Nanny, 432 Wall St., Los Angeles, (president of Nanny Bros., Real 

^state Operators.) 

Extremely furtive and hard to see. Claims that Japanese are g etting off 

well, and those who don't are obviously saboteurs. Is e xtremely well acquainted 

/

proposed 

plan for the city to buy up, "Little Tokyo" properties to b uild streets 
4 

and public buildings« Claims to own almost no property in t his area. 

Is not a Jew, probably an Armenian, but is very good frie nds with 

JJ and Nate Sugarman. These persons, he says, are of high and noble nature. In 

fact, they are philanthropists who are losing money by helpi ng the Japanese in this 

area. Evidently, his greatest enemy is the Chinese who seem t o have investiblo 

fundsjand who bid up prices of property in "Little Tokyo." 

Very obviously this firm is taking advantage of the posi tion of the 

Japanese, and is very much afraid of federal prosecution. All of this material is 

supposed to be of very confidential nature. 

This firm specializes in the management of restaurants, ho tels, and 

liquor. They are undoubtedly all that the Maryknoll fathe rs claim and more. Nanny 

admits that he makes all his money, evidently quite a bit, b y dealing only in 

the poorest parts of Los Angeles. Runs so-called "flop hous es" and very cheap 

and dirty restaurants patronized primarily by Asiatics and Negroes. 

4/17. J. A. Watkins. R. A. Rowan & Co., 458 S. Spring St., Lo s Angeles. 

This is one of the  p r o p e r t y  management firms referred to above. This 

firm has leased a great deal of property to Nanny for manageme nt and owns or 

manage® much of the property in "Little Tokyo". 

Watkins claims specifically that the Japanese have been for ced to sell out 

at any prices they can get, but usually the price is not so low that great losses 

are suffered. Government agencies have not done anything f or the urban Japanese 

at all, and the freezing power of the Federal Reserve has not been exercised. 



The Japanese manarers of property owned by this firm have bee n forced to close 

down. Mortgagees have had to forfeit these  equities,  and leaseholders have moved 

out without making any arrangements for subtenants. Thi s firm has not put pressure 

on Japanese (so Watkin claims) to fulfill the terms of leas es or management 

contracts, but it has of course, claimed default and has for eclosed on mortgaged 

property. 

Watkins flat-footedly criticised the federal agencies for their 

inefficiency. He claims that the Jews (Sugaman included)  have dealt severely 

with Japanese in the last few weeks. Although Nanny is a m anager of some 

properties of this company, Watkins says he is okay in his own way« Hone the less, 

he feels that the company is going to lose money on its "Lit tle Tokyo" property, 

for no new tenants are forthcoming. Some property on the fri nges is being taken 
total owned 

up by Mexicans, but a large portion of the/-//ill never b e rented till this war is 

over. 

Watkins claims that this property won't be used by the city and won't be 

purchased by the city for future use. He says that all proper ty owned there will 

be a liability for the duration. 

One interesting thing he said was that personal propert y taxes, normally 

payable next June, were collected from the Japanese in Dec ember. This would 

indicate that some city officials foresaw the evacuatio n and the problems 

involved and made sure that the city got its last cent. 

Watkins says most Japanese losses are in personal proper ty. This is the 

definite domain of the Federal Reserve. Why this is so, he doesn't know. 



April 27 

Roy A. Miller (Federal Reserve) and Franklin Kline (U.S. Emp loyment 

Service), Civil Control Station, 2314 South Vermont Stre et, LOB Angeles. 

/, Kline is office manager here. He feels that the registr ation and 

evacuation of aliens are going rather smoothly now, but g reat difficulties will 

develop when and if Germans and Italians are evacuated. O nly 4 registrants out 

of l f 200 were farmers in this district. Only  two cases where there was obviously 

hard feeling by Japanese. Remainder are stoic. Doesn't k now anything about 

property losses. Miller 

Miller is an ex-banker from Santa Monica. He is in charge of the Federal 

Reserve operations with respect to automobiles,  refrigerators,  radios, etc. of 

evacuees. He is well qualified for this position since he w as in charge of the 

loaning operations at the bank and is well acquainted with values, means of 

disposal, etc. If all Federal Reserve men are as qualified , then personnel is 

excellent. He holds that most oars and durable personal pr operty of Japanese 

are being sold by them or privately stores before registra tion. Those oars not 

previously sold are usually offered to the United States fo r sale, very few 

being stores. The depreciation in the case of open lot stor age at Santa .Anita 

is too great. 

Both Miller and Kline believe that Civil Control Stations op erate most 

effectively when not in a ohuroh or other donated buildi ng and when not infested 

with volunteer workers. The reason is that the volunteers tr y to do too much 

for the evacuees and the ecclesiastical atmosphere doe sn't give rise to a 

business-like relation between Japanese and offioials. 

3, F. C. Bold - in oharge of Federal Reserve operations, Los Ang eles. Bold 

spent 90 per cent of time telling me what "value" means and on his definition, 

the evaouees got a fair price for their property, princip ally beoause it had 

little or no value. — A typical rationalisation by a ban ker for inefficiency. 



old not well informed about alien property custodianship du ring last war or 

about freezing of foreign funds this time. A good custom er's man, though, r&io 

can get around anything. Says Japanese are being well oare d for, but already 

Germans and Italians are making trouble* 

Bold is nominally at head of Federal Reserve here, but w atkins really 

runs things. Hale at San Francisco is coordinator of all t he Federal Reserve 

agencies involved in alien evacuation in Seattle, San Fran cisco, and Los Angeles. 

Bold says on average Japanese are getting $0.10 on dollar f or personal 

property (including inventories), but this represents it s marketable value. 

Remainder is represented by good will and is nonmarketabl e. 

\  



C O P Y 

(Inter-office correspondence of New York Merchandising C o. Inc. Addressed to 
Mr* S. M. Thatcher.) 

April 27, 1942 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Ben: 

This is to advise you that we have today returned to you 
all the Mazda and Imported Globes that we had here. You 
can be sure that I was sorry to see them go back. 

In this same shipment we are returning to you some imported 
merchandise that was returned to us here by the Payless D rug 
Store of Seattle, Washington. I gave them permission to  do so. 

About two weeks ago some fanatic came into his store, 
purchased a 10/ nail brush which was marked  ,,! made in Japan", 
went out and had an oil cloth sign made reading, "This sto re 
selling Japanese merchandise, unfair to General MacArthu r." 
He put this sign on himself and picketed the store, which ca used 
a lot of trouble« The Manager is now afraid to handle any 
merchandise made in Japan and it is for that reason that I gave 
him permission to return the merchandise, 

I looked over the merchandise that the manager wanted 
to return to us and feel sure that you can sell this 
merchandise very readilyj however, if there is any part 
of it that you cannot use, advise me and I shall make 
arrangements to see that it either goes back or no credit 
is given* 

Yours very truly. 



April 28 

X. 0. M. Hill, 2706 South Orange Drive. 

Hill has owned property in Little Tokyo for 25 years. Has al ways rented 

to Japanese and found them good reliable tenants. He owns pro perty from First 

Street garage to corner, including The Tokyo Co. at 215 E. F irst Street. 

Long-term leases were made with Japanese. Oarage has been le ased for 

last 16 years to some man for $350 per month. Hill is now runni ng it himself 

and barely makes expenses. He has rented The Tokyo Co. store next to the 

garage on a monthly basis to the H & H Outfitting Co. (702 S. Los Angeles) for 

|75 per month. He received |125 per month on yearly lease from Japanese. 

Hill's belief is that the Japanese are losing terribly as are white 

owners of property leased to Japanese. Only gainers are the Jews. 

2. Sukiyaki Cafe, Fujiami (owner) 109 N. San Pedra. 

Spoke English very poorly — an ¿merioan oitisen but born in Ja pan. 

Ceme here 62 years ago. Calls U.S. his country but ol&ims hi s heart aches to 

have Japan attack us. Claims the Japan he knew would never hav e done so. He 

hate 8 Jews and refused to sell his cafe to a Jew but sold t o a Mexican at a 

great loss. Says he lost $5,000, but I don't see how the wh ole cafe and all 

its equipment could be worth half this figure. 

3. Y. Fujisuki (manager and shareholder in Olympic Hotel, 117 N. San Pedro). 

Six Japanese own whole stock. Hotel is mortgaged to Wester n Loan and 

Building Co. (1005 S. Hill St.). Stockholders are losing ent ire equity (see 

Western Loan and Building Co. for details), 

4. V. K. Halley, assistant manager. First and San Pedro offic e, California 

Bank, 321 E. First St., Los Angeles. 

This bank has had creat good fortune in deal ing with Japane se. The 

bank has not foreclosed on a single Japanese. (This seems to be exaggerated.) 

Most of loans made by bank on oars, residences, businesses, o ther personal 



property, and personal loans have been paid off prior to evacuation. Example -

Bank had an $18,000 mortgage on "The Flower Market" on Wall St reet. Balance 

due was $9,000. Last week Japanese paid remainder ($9,00 0) in cash. Property 

now being run by their (Japanese) attorney, J. Marion Wright . 

5. R. Nishtimoto, Stanford, «29j manages Japanese novelty store at 344 E. First 

Street. Says he has marked down prices 50 per cent. Mark-u p above wholesale is 

33 per cent. 17 per cent loss on average on inventory. However , goods aren't 

moving out well and loss may be even greater when all is di sposed of. Ho is 

contemplating the storage of all goods not sold at this price  to avoid a greater 

loss* 

6. T. Kitabayashi, U.C. 1925 - Commerce, Beta Gamma Sigma. Ma nager of 

The Asia Co. (348-350 E. First Street). 

Asia Co. is engaged in the sale of groceries and drygoodds in s eparate 

stores. Gross sales of this company run from $250,000-$500, 000 per year. Average 

inventory for two stores is $60,000. Lost $20,000 in the liqu idation of both 

inventories, mainly on drygoods. Groceries moved out well . Liquidation was 

done by Kitabayashi himself. Both stores were rented. Owner of drygoods store 

canoelled lease calling for $550 per month as Boon as Kitaba yashi noticed the 

lease had four months to run. Ower of grocery tried to foro e payment to 

termination at req. rate of $350 per month. Kitabayashi appealed to Federal 

Reserve who rattled sword and owner backed down, threaten ing to sue later. 

Kitabayashi says Jews are tough nuts. Sato Book Store at 329 E. First 

agreed to sell inventory to a Jew for $1,000. Inventory at cost at least 

$3,500. Jew paid $150 down and then paid no more, holding th at Japanese 

misrepresented the value of inventory. Japanese gave up. 

7. S. IWohara, lesee on Carson Ranoh, Hill (between Avalon a nd 

Compton Blvds. and near 190th St), paid $1,000 for a secon d-hand Caterpiller 



tractor in September, 1941. By April he had paid $¡475. Wa s conditional sales 

contract. Lost entire equity. Cost of crop of celery (inclu ding labor) was 

£800. Had to sell out at |225. 



April 29 

1# Jones 0. Hodges, member of Board of Directors, California F ruit Growers 

Exchange. 

Japanese in West Covina do not anticipate early evacuation a nd therefore 

aren't attempting to make arrangements for operation or di sposal of property. 

Most of Japanese holdings are small truck farms but are som e largo citrus 

growers. Citrus industry won't be directly hurt by Japanes e evacuation, though, 

for Japanese aren't employed by citrus growers. 

Shortage of labor (agricultural) is likely to become acute in July. 

It is probable that the shortage will be so great that many truok crops will 

not be harvested. 

2. W. R. Newport, Property Management Director, W. Ross Ca mpbell Co., 

712 So. Spring Street, Los Angeles. 

Tills organization is strictly a management organisat ion, managing both 

rural and urban properties. The situation down here is ver y tough for these 

management firms as well as the Japanese. They are foroed to try to find new 

tenants for the properties whioh they care for. There are to o few Chinese 

and Filipinos to take over the farms vaoated, while the Me xicans are worse 

than no tenants at all. Hewport feels that as supervised la bor, the Mexicans 

are all right; but as independent operators, they would fa il miserably. He 

also feels that the importation of Negroes from the Deep Sout h would be a 

great mistake, for they are not acquainted with the proble ms nhioh have to be 

met in California agrioulture. The urban property of tthe J apanese is not 

suited to white habitation. In fact, even if it were, white s would not move 

in just because it had been Jap town. Little Tokyo will prob ably remain a 

white elephant on the hands of the present owners. Ihere ar e'not enough 

Chinese and Filipinos to take up this property even if they mo ved in en masse. 



8* 

The government agencies oharged with the protection of Ja panese properties 

are not doing a good job. The principal reason is to be fbun d in their 

personnel. Neither the F.S.A. nor the Federal Reserve men a re experienced in 

property management in southern California. This same cr iticism -was made of 

government agencies yesterday afternoon by Chas. J. Ritt, Vice President of 

Properties 2hc., a subsidiary of the Citisens National Ban k, 736 So. Hill St., 

Los Angeles. Newport holds that the evacuation program ha s broken the control 

of Japanese in Los Angeles produce market. Japanese prev iously discriminated 

against whites, Filipinos, and other non-Japanese grower s. Thus Japanese 

monopoly has been active in stimulating Japanese truck farming. 

3. This was a meeting of property owners in Little Tokyo at the tfciion 

Bank and Trust Co. at Eighth and Hill, Los Angeles. Chairman was L. F. Eanroel 

of the above bank. Nineteen owners of their agents were present, along with 

several other interested parties such as the President of th e Los Angeles 

Realty Board, a Mr. Glass. 

The first problem taken up was concerned with the taxati on of property 

in this district. A  committee,  consisting of Mr. Cameron, Trust Officer of the 

above-mentioned bank, Mr. Dookweiler, whom I believe to be their lobbyist, 

and a Mr. Disoroll, Trust Officer of the Security First Natio nal, made its 

report, They suggested preparing statements of the reducti on in rentals received 

from evacuee property wiiioh they would present to the ass essor in asking for 

reduced assessment next year. Some of those owiers present  felt that they 

should pay no property tax sinoe their properties would ver y probably yield no 

rents for at least a year. The consensus wa^, however, that rents would 

probably fall from 50 to 76 per cent and that therefore some t ax would have to 

be paid. Dookweiler talked for hours without saying any thing, his wildest 

suggestion being to lobby in Congress for payments out of t he federal treasury 

for property owners suffering from the évacuation program. It seems that the 



auto dealers aro doing this already. 

Mr. Glass of the Los Angeles Realty Board reported that hie or ganization 

was already studying this problem and had thought of Chin ese, Tffexioans, and 

Filipinos as possible solutions to the situation. Negroes he excluded as too 

undesirable. He said that no one could expect these owners t o improve this 

property till rental was imminent. He explained that these men wore not the 

only ones suffering from the evacuation. There are several t housand residences 

in other parts of Los Angeles which have beoome vacant. 0w nor6 and mortgagors 

of these are also in trouble. The Realty Board lias not yet decided what it 

can do to help these owners. 

!,!r. Cameron is going to send a questionnaire to owners co ncerning 

rentals before and after evacuation. This should be intere sting to us. 

An interesting thing is that these men all refuse to rent to Ne groes. 

In fact, they agreed not to do to until their group as a whol e shall vote on it 

again. They believe that doing so would permanently rwduce the incomes from 

properties in this district. They would prefer to leave it va cant till after 

the war. 

They feel that the only way to get thi6 district back on it s feet is to 

keep the hotels open and to engage in widespread advertising campaign. 

Mr. De Hale, a large owner, has already hired someone to m anage a hotel he 

owns tiiere, even though at a loss, in an effort to keep his stores and other 

property valuable. Mr. Babcock, another owner, suggests percentage leases or 

graduated leases to attract business. 

Ifle can expect a large-scale advertising campaign to be started by 

these men. They plan, or at least talk about, advertising in San Francisoo 

papers end papers in Mexico. They plan to hire an advertis ing agency to do 

this. 



Lota of data oan be gathered here. The minutes of their mee tings are 

my disposal and I will look them over when they are typed up. Notices of 

future meetings will be mailed to me so that I oan be pre sent at all the 

meetings. I will also oontaot the members individually. 

Some of the owners, Mr. De Hale for one, are buying up the fi xtures 

of the Japanese in their buildings so that they will be more easily rented. 
¿V fturf 

Also, BabeocE suggested that advertising receipts be ac cepted as 

rental payment from now tenants. 



April SO 

1. Harry Beroo, Manager, H A H Outfitting Co., 702 So. Los An geles St. 

H it  H pays on the average 50 to 90 oents on the dollar for bankr upt 

stocks, depending on the nature of the goods bought. If it i s the kind 'Miioh 

moves fast they pay the higher amount. At the present time the y are paying 

slightly more -than in the past beoause of rising prices. T hey paid high prices 

for the inventory of some Japanese stores because of compet ition of other 

dealers. Highest prices are paid for standard goods such as l iquor, drugs, eto. 

(Yuki Iraai, 205 15. Second St., sold his whole stock at c ost, this stock con-

sisting of liquor, cigars, eto.) 

The H A H Co. paid $1,000 for a $1,300 inventory of the Osaka Co. 

Seoond large Japanese company is sending its 3took to some f riend in the Uiddle 

West where goods made in Japan sell better. The Hew York Merc handise Co. is 

doing this too, according to Bez-oo. 

He also said that the Asia Co. sold at cost too, though -the ma nager 

says not. (See April 28.) Asia and the Tomio Co. were both boug ht by Sugarraan. 

Tomio has been reducing its stock for the last year, thoug h Beroo says its 

business has increased in this period. 

Beroo says the reason that the Japanese have been getting su ch good 

prices for their goods is because it is all of a rather poor qua lity, just 

•ttie kind that the second-hand dealers and cheap new goods  merchandisers can 

dispose of rapidly. 

2. S.  V., Thatcher, issistant Manager, Los ¿ngeles office of the New York 

Merchandising Co. 

This company is one of the largest (or was) importers of Jap anese goods. 

Before war started its inventory of Japanese goods was cons tantly over one 

quarter million dollars. It's much lower now. It is trying to -et rid of all 

Japanese goods. This is difficult as evidenced by this let ter attached, a copy 



of on« sent to Thatcher. 

This company began a year ago to try to switch into the market ing of 

Amerioan goods. It was fairly successful so that the stoppi ng of Jap exports 

hasn't hurt much (except in regard to Japanese goods still on hand). 

This company did not buy up anything in Little Tokyo. It buy s only from 

manufacturer. 



C O P Y 

(Inter-office correspondence of New York Merchandising Co. Inc. Addressed to 
Mr. S. M. Thatcher.) 

April 27, 1942 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Ben: 

This is to advise you that we have today returned to you 
all the Mazda and Imported Globes that we had here. You 
can be sure that I was sorry to see them go back. 

In this same shipment we are returning to you some imported 
merchandise that was returned to us here by the Payless Drug 
Store of Seattle, Washington. I gave them permission to do so. 

About two weeks ago some fanatic oame into his store, 
purchased a 10/ nail brush which was marked "made in Japa n", 
went out and had an oil cloth sign made reading, "This store 
selling Japanese merchandise, unfair to General MacArthu r." 
He put this sign on himself and picketed the store, vrtiich caused 
a lot of trouble. The Manager is now afraid to handle any 
merchandise made in Japan and it is for that reason that I gav e 
him permission to return the merchandise. 

I looked over the merchandise that the manager wanted 
to return to us and feel sure that you can sell this 
merchandise very readily; however, if there is any part 
of it that you cannot use, advise me and I shall make 
arrangements to see that it either goes back or no credit 
is given. 

Yours very truly, 



May 11 

Phone number of the Santa Anita Reception Center, Ryan 167 01, Paul 

Franks, U. S. Employment Servioe, Headquarters, 707 So. S pring. 

1. Mr. Chapman at Santa Anita has charge of passes to visito rs. Franks is 

an individual interested mainly in the education and rel igion of the Japanese. 

He is well acquainted with the church groups who are ende avoring to continue 

their programs at the reoeption centers. He says that these p ersons are being 

greatly set baok by the activities of some churches who want exclusive control 

at these centers so that they oan obtain converts. Also cert ain trading 

companies are attempting to obtain trading concessions at these places. The 

activities of these pressure groups have forced the authori ties to clamp down 

to the extent that very few are allowed even to enter the gro unds. 

According to Franks the greatest shortcoming of these cen ters is the 

lack of recreational facilities. These evacuees are used to an active life and 

cannot get along well when they have absolutely nothing to do . One Rev. Fertig 

of the Japanese Christian Churoh at 822 S. 20th Street is chairman of a ooranittee 

to provide these facilities but has been unable to do enough yet. 

The State Board of Education has now a list of some 300 wh ite teachers 

who have volunteered their services as teachers at these centers. The two 

universities —  U.S.C.  and tJ.C.L.A. — have also made lists of their Japanese 

graduates vho are capable of teaohing at these centers. Th e numbers of teachers 

and other data oan be obtained from the Department of Sociol ogy at U.S.C. 

Persons at Santa Anita who might have information valuable to us are 

Chapman, religion and education; Wilkinson and Brewster in recreation. 

2. Miss Winifred Ryder, Superintendent of the Bureau of P ublic fssistanoe 

in southern California. 

Very valuable data can be obtained from the Japanese Americ an Citisens 

League. They made a study of property losses of Japanese in southern California. 



They would have data which the government agencies don't h ave since they 

attempted to consider not only oases appealed to the governm ent agencies, but 

also oases settled by the Japanese then»elves. 

The people who would now have this information are now in the oenters 

and must be reached there. They are: 

Fred Tayama, southern California Chairman of League. He 
is now at Manzanar. 

Mr. Aratani, Chairman of Los Angeles chapter, now at 
Santa Anita. 

Kioshi Higashi, Chairman of San Pedro and Terminal 
Island chapter, now at Manzanar. 

3. Julius A. Goldwater, Bev. A white Buddhist priest at the temple, 

119 North Central Avenue, Los Angeles. 

Goldwater is a typical crackpot who has taken up something because its 

different. He continually impressed me, or tried to do so, with stories cf the 

raid of the temple and the arrest of oertain of the Japanese priests. He holds 

that conditions are much worse than even I believed. His pe t story is of the 

persons who he says came to Little Tokyo, posed as governme nt agents, and 

bought up Japanese property, especially radios, refrige rators, and washing 

machines at junk prioos. These,he says, were the worst, bu t no Japanese got a 

really good deal in the disposal of his goods. The panic of the Japanese added 

to their problem. One Japanese sold a dresser for |2.50 whio h had $1,500 in 

the drawer. The Japanese will have to begin all over again af ter the war is 

over for their position as wealth holders is completely rui ned. 

He also told of a Japanese farmer at Huntington Beaoh who h ad to sell 

an eight-acre farm, his home, and a store that cost him f1,0 00 a year ago 

for $1,000« According to Goldwater this farm had a crop in tha t was worth at 

least $500. 

Goldwater says that contrary to popular belief, the old Japa nese who 



cam© from Japan are better Americans than are many of the Nise i. The reason for 

this is that the old ones came over by choice, vfoile the youn ger tend to 

romanticise about their "real homeland". Goldwater says t hat many of the 

Japanese are not loyal to the United States. He says that a v ery large group 

of the Nisei is favoring Japan in the present conflict. 



MSJ Li  

1. Report of Howard Wile crab to Ryan and Roseoran .̂ Final rep ort of 

Agricultural Coordinator's offioe (exclusive of work do ne "by Dr. Hurt's office) 

(company livestook inspeotor), 808 K. Spring. 

Personnel of offioei 

1 coordinator 21 field supervisors 
1 assistant coordinator 2 secretaries 

Applications were taken of prospective new tenants and lan downers wishing new 

tenants from February 18 to /.pril 18. 

Vegetable Farms No. Acres 

Former Japanese farmers 1,202 26,149 
Applications by new tenants or managers 968 36,759 
Applications by landowners 146 6,397 
Leases transferred from Japanese to non-Japanese — 

formerly operated by 880 Japanese 584 18,880 

Vegetable Greenhouses No. Square feet 

Vegetable greenhouses formerly run by Japanese 96 1,228,978 
Vegetable greenhouses transferred to date 46 760,178 

Field supervisors contacted Japanese prior to registratio n at Civil Control 

Station and furnished them lists of new tenant applicants and landowner 

applicants. 

2. Roy Mason, Office of Agricultural Commissioner of Los Ang eles County, 

808 N. Spring. 

Vegetable greenhouses were transferred with some loss to J apanese. 

Most greenhouses were owned by Japanese outrî it, not lease d. They were, in the 

main, transferred to white operators fbr the duration on ly — almost no sales 

and very few definite time-period leases. Mason believes t hat this will be 

very bad for new operators took over on a shoestring and only because of the 
? 

— o f a cash crop. Duration leases won't foster good care, 

planning, etc. He believes that most of these new operators w ill go broke 

before next summer. 



Three fourths of greenhouses used to grow oelery. This is an expensive 

orop to grow end therefore new operators, inexperienced, w ill shift to tomatoes. 

Labor for greenhouses will probably be very short. Japan ese women 

formerly did it. Mexicans, knowing that greenhouses were l eased because of the 

cash crop involved, are demanding higher wages. With high er wages they work 

less. They don't want to raise living plane at all. 

White operators must get about twice as much for greenhouse c rops as 

Japanese, since white wives, daughters, etc. won't work and wages must be paid. 

Celery bound to be high. 

In only one oase (Mr. Goode of Ifontebello) has Mexican fem ale labor 

been utilised and is it trained. He is fortunate. 

Celery is very tricky to grow. Japanese had a oorner on gr owing it. 

How no one down here knows how to do it. Bad. 

Mason doesn't believe that whites can grow either strawber ries or 

oelery and make money. Is too much hand labor involved. 

3. Kenneth Smoyer, Assistant Farm Advisor, Farm Advisor's O ffioe, U.S. 

Department of Agriculture and University of California . 

Farm labor won't be too short this year, but next year it wil l be 

terrible. The reason is that industrial labor will double in the next year. 

Right now the major difficulty is in getting oooperation fro m the 

U.S. Employment Service. They are so bound up with red tape  that they cannot 

release unemployed for farm work. They have at present 2,10 0 farm laborers 

registered, but all of these insist on waiting for jobs in industry. High 

school boys will help, but labor is apt to be short at peak of ve getable season. 

Prices of vegetables are apt to fluctuate severely now th at Japanese 

are gone. Japanese rigged the market, regulating the supp ly to stabilise prices. 

Whites don't know enough to do this, whites dump crops on ma rket without regard 

to price. Their return«, therefore, are low, too low in ma ny oases to pay the 



18. 

rising labor oosts. 

4. Dewey Harper, temporary office head, F.S.A., 707 So. Spring Street. 

Much more approachable than Richardson. 

Says that F.S.A. has done a fair job considering. F.S.A. sent men out 

and contacted every Japanese farmer long before registra tion in an area took 

place. Forms were filled out giving data on sise of farm, own er, manager, crops 

grown, stage of crop, equipment, etc. 

Japanese vdio needed help were put in touch with prospect ive new tenants. 

Negotiations between them were looked over by F.S.A. man t o see that everyone 

was treated fairly. 

Almost all lands were transferred to new operator by leas e. Average 

lease calls for |22 per acre or thereabouts. This is somew hat lower than 

Japanese paid. Wages are rising, however, and thus lowe r rentals are justified. 

Harper says that the large farms, Carson and Domingues form erly 

operated by many Japanese, are now run by many Mexicans an d Chinese under same 

arrangement. Yfhite overseer dictates crops, etc. to the 60 or more tenants 

on these ranches of from 1,000 to 2,000 acres. 

\1hites have taken over small separate units and operate th em. Acreage 

of these as opposed to large is about equal. Therefore number of whites is 

equal to number of Mexicans and Chinese, and acreage is also equal• 

Complete tabulations will be made by Harry Oakley conc erning number of 

F.S.A. loans made« number of farms and acreage transferre d, type of new 

operator, etc.-will be made by May 12. 

5. Additional to Sraoyer above. Federal agencies are very  ineffective in 

aiding Japanese. F.S.A. admits that it knows nothing about agriculture in 

southern California but won't ask for help from U.S. Depart ment of Agriculture. 

Federal Reserve has not accepted its responsibility eithe r. Freesing powers and 

custodianship sound well but mean nothing. 



IJay  6 

1, Leslie M. Hurt, County Livestock Inspector, 203 Administ ration Building, 

Union Stook Yards, Los fngeles. 

Japanese operated 38 chicken ranches in Los Angeles County — 212,000 

chickens, 151,292 producing hensi 90 per oent of these are s till producing. 

Most of ranches were leased by Japanese, but a few were own ed. Leases 

and sales have ooourreri in all cases and usually at a figu re advantageous to 

the Japanese. 

Most of new operators are white — only one is not (he's Chine se), lhe 

large ranches have been taken over by the large organisatio ns such as tne Globe 

Milling Co., Oardena Milling Co., and Taylor Milling Co. 

Usually whole plant and stock is disposed of in one tran saction. Rarely 

are plant end stock disposed of separately. 

Leases are made on a definite time basis, only one being ma de for 

"duration." 

In only one of total cases was a manager hired or put in char ge of 

ranch. 

Out of total, 23 had less than 1,000 producers. Remainder w ere very 

large. 

Were 4,450,000 chickens of all kinds in Los Angeles Count y in 1940. 

Therefore Japanese held around G per cent. 

Your large hog ranches were operated by Japanese. All had ove r 1,000 

head. Three were leased! one owned outright. 

These are now operated by J. Marion Wright, Attorney in fac t, 453 So. 

Spring Street, Loa Angeles. 

Ranches had total of 6,700 hogs or over 10 per oent of total in Los 

Angeles. All Japanese hogs are garbage-fed and represen t 13 per cent of all 

garbage-fed hogs in County. 



2. J. Marion Wright, Attorney, 453 So. Spring Street, Los A ngeles. 

Y.right is attorney in fact for all Japanese hog ranchers. 

There is plenty of chanoe to dispose of hogs alone at aroun d |15 per 

head on average. Because of garbage contracts, this cannot be done and hogs 

must go with ranches and contracts. 

Wright and Army both want to keep ranches operating. Dispo sal will not 

ooour until the price is rî it. Japanese will not suffer. 

At present time, -white managers are operating them und er Wright's 

direction. 

3. Rev.  Fred Fertig, acting Young Peoples Worker, Japanese Christian 

Church, 822 E. 20th Street, Los Angeles (Fitaroy 5919). 

Fertig is making a collection of Japanese publications and  data 

gathered by Japanese organisations concerning Japanese ev acuation. It will be 

available to us after May 15, 1942. 

Dr. Constantine Panunzio of U.C.L.A., Sociology Departme nt, has a class 

which is studying alien evacuation. Term report will be m ade. 

Fertig says that Japanese suffered most early during the program. He 

agreed with Goldwater that many persons posing as governme nt agents bought 

much personal property at ridiculously low prices. Pra otioally stole it. 

The Federal Reserve was too late to protect most Japanese.  The mere 

announcement that evacuation would ooour oaused panic and f oolish disposal of 

property. Federal Reserve fairly effioient now though. 

The San Pedro and Terminal Island Japanese, the first evac uees, 

suffered most, and here property losses were terrifio.  Jews have been very 

tough in Little Tokyo. 

Recreation is poor at reception centers — government fur nishes personnel 

(poor) but no equipment. 

Homes are being sold and rented, mostly to Negroes. Some whi te defense 



workers though. 

Los Angeles Federation of Christian Churches has set up a co rporation to 

manage Japanese properties. Has control now over 46 propert ies. Japanese 

Christian Church itself has power of attorney over sever al properties. 

Array regulations permit a student in the oenter to go east (M iddle West) 

to school if several conditions are met. These are so stri ot that few if any 

will go.  / 

Raymond Booth, Executive Secretary of American Friends Se rvice 

Committee (sycamore 68159 (Pasadena)) is well acquainte d with evacuation 

from San Pedro and Terminal Island. 



I'ay 6 

1. YU W. Gray, The City liarkat Produce Merchants Associat ion, Secretary-

Treasurer, 943J S. San Pedro, Los Angeles, 

Out of 250 doors in the produce market, 120 were owned by J apanese. 

At the present time tiiere are only two vacancies due to the evacuation of 

Japanese. The absorption has been due almost solely to the expansion of old 

firms in the market. Nevertheless the evacuation has great ly affected the 

produce market. There is a shortage of experienced produce handlers, but 

inexperienced help has been substituted for the Japanese wh o have left and 

therefore conditions aren't as bad a3 they might be. 

In leaving and liquidating their holdings, the Japanese ha d very 

serious losses. A large part of the losses is in good will, how ever. The 

Federal Reserve has attempted to help the Japanese in this b usiness and has 

been of great assistance to some. Many of the Japanese fail to appeal to the 

Federal Reserve because of ignorance and fear of any dealing s with the d federal 

authorities. 

It is thought that the Japanese control in the lettuce end cel ery was 

able to sustain the prices of these tro commodities. /Jthou gh Gray wouldn't 

admit that the Japanese acted as a group in marketing these commodities, he 

hinted that this was the oaso. This substantiates the bel ief of Snoyer 

(see May 4). 

2. Report of L. F. Eamnel to Don Cameron, both of the Uaion Bank and 

Trust Co., 8th and Hill Streets, Los Angeles. Report was mad e on February 6, 1942 

At 331 E. First Street are three stores and a hotel  above, v/hiah  are 

managed by the trust department of this bank. Hammel beli eved that by 

February 6 the business of the Japanese had fallen off by 7 6 per cent. The 

cafe run by Nunekayu Kimura could pay only $60 per month when i t had previously 

paid $120. These are the estimates of a banker who stood to lo se by lowering 



th© rentals. The oonfeotionery store run by  <5- A-MfO had to request a 

reduction in rent of §60 per month, 110 to $50. Registration a t th© hotel, 

•which had averaged from 50 to 60 transients par month, dro pped to only 10 in 

January, 1942. 

3. Minutes of Ifce Little Tokyo Properties Owners. Union Ban k ?md Trust Co. 

(see April 29). 

Large owners in Little Tokyo are» 

Elmo Dehail 
Alice Ifaokel 
Louis Most (agent for Anna Silverman) 
Katherine Hanley (agent is Isador DockweiHer) 

4. Leon Brown, attorney, G21 So. Hope Street, Los Angeles. 

Brown is now filing suit on a lease to a Japanese who refuse s to pay 

$500 out of $1,500 still due on the lease. Case is Brown etc. vs. Oshiro. 

Case will be appealed by the loser in the trial court. 

The Japanese took a terrible beating on the disposal of thei r fixtures. 

The Iwaki Drug Store sold a practically new cash register w hich cost $700 for 

$50. They almost never stored than with the Federal Reserve because they 

didn't know when they would be able to use them again, if ev er. They didn't want 

to run the risk of their depreciation to no value during the w ar. 

5. Miss Nason, office of Howard Hanson, Legal Department, B ank of America, 

7th and Spring, Los Angeles. Trinity 4353, Local 524. 

Bank of America, although holding mortgages on many Japanes e properties, 

has had difficulty with only one since January 1, 1942. Tro uble is expected soon, 

however, as Japanese evacuated will in many cases default in payments. 

One flower farm in Gardena was foreclosed on on March 20, 1 942. It 

belonged to one Siji Tomita. Appraised value was $2,000. Or iginal note was 

$1,600i $850 was still due when payments ceased in October, 1941« 
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6. Jim Short, Publicity Department, Teamsters Union, 846 So. Union Street, 

Los Angeles. 

Teamster8 Local  No.  630 (730 So, Stanford Street, Los Angeles) had about 

1,200 members, 500 of which are Japanese. The evacuation o f Japanese was thought 

to mean the end of this union, but Japanese teamsters have be en replaced by 

whites without diffioulty. Is no shortage of teamsters (in produce industry). 

Japanese make good union men — are very active and cooperat ive, more so 

than whites. 



May 11 

Dr.  Constantino  Panunsio, Professor of Sociology,  U.C.L.A. 

Has data covering whole evacuation program to date, espeoia lly good on 

evaouation of San Pedro and Terminal Island. Data has a soo iological orienta-

tion. Specific oases making up a good statistical sample we re collected. 

Deals espeoially with the Japanese as a racial minority, th e con-

stitutionality of moving the Nisei, the feeling of the Japa nese and the *»hites 

about the evacuation, etc. Refuses to cooperate to the exten t of letting me 

see his notes. Expects to publish conclusions in five or six  months. 



May 11 

1. Harry Tobias, auctioneer, J. J. Sugarraan Co. 

Japanese losses were mainly in Japanese goods. They were abl e to 

liquidate their stocks of American goods at cost or bette r. The Japanese goods 

sold at one third below cost or more. 

Sugarman bought the entire stock and fixtures for a lump su m. They 

have no way of knowing what the cost of goods they bought wa s. They didn't 

take cost into consideration in any case. 

Tobias says the Japanese vho sold their entire stocks to S ugarman came 

out better than those who tried to carry on their own liquid ation sales. 

2. R. Nishimoto, owner of Japanese novelty store at 344 E. Fir st Street. 

This man is a college graduate and quite well educated. He estimates that 

Japanese losses were in the panic period immediately foll owing the evacuation 

of Terminal Island. 

The Japanese who own their own homes are renting them to anyo ne who 

is willing for nominal rents of from $5 to $20 per month. They only wish to 

cover taxes and upkeep on them. Many takers are to be found a mong the Mexicans 

and Negroes. It would appear that the effort of the property  owners to exclude 

Negroes from Little Tokyo will be abortive. These homes that are being so 

rented are in the Boyle Heights district which is adjacent t o Little Tokyo. 

Nishimoto says that all the Japanese knew that there woul d be a war 

when Kurusu oame over but not before. The idea that the Japa nese intentionally 

reduoed their inventories is sheer nonsense. The Tomio Co. , which was the 

next largest firm in Little Tokyo (next to the Asia Co.) whic h I had had in 

mind, has reduced its inventory in the last year, but only because Tomio was 

in bad finanoial straits and lacked either money or credit. 

The reason why the Japanese are not storing their goods w ith the 

Federal Reserve Bank is because they fear that they will nev er be allowed 



to return to California, or at least to Los Angeles. They co uld therefore 

never use their fixtures or their heavy equipment on whio h their losses are 

heaviest. What they are storing they prefer to store in the temples or in 

other private storehouses because they feel that the templ es are theirs and 

that they still have control of their goods. Some also fe el that the lack of 

insurance over goods stores with the Federal Reserve is to o muoh to overlook. 

A restaurant at 313 E. First Street is completely boarded up. The 

brother of the  owner says that the reason for this is that too poor a price was 

offered for the equipment therein and that consequently the y were going to 

keep it vacant for the duration. The building in which this r estaurant is 

located is quite modern, and were it not for this policy with t he restaurant, 

would probably be one of the first to rent in this area. The S umitomo Bank 

was also in this building. If this polioy is followed by ma ny other Japanese, 

it is liable to mean that this area is completely vacant for the duration for 

no businesses dependent on foot traffic would rent here. Property is managed 

by F. W. Kadlets Co., 1058 So. Grand Street. 

3. Melvin Hoffman, attorney, 2326 E. Anaheim, Long Beach, California. 

Hoffman has power of attorney for the owner of a Japanese boo kstore at 

303 E. First Street. Hoffman says that he believes that t he average losses in 

this area run about 70 per cent. Most of these losses could ha ve been avoided 

if the Japanese had not tried to liquidate so rapidly. Afte r the Terminal 

Island affair, they tried to get rid of their entire stocks a nd fixtures 

within a week. As a result the Jewish dealers had a field day and at the 

same time won the gratitude of the Japanese whom they so ph ilanthropically 

bought out. The Japanese realized too late that there wasn' t the hurry that 

they supposed. 

4. Helvey, Secretary at the F.S.A. Helvey has weekly summ aries of the 

number of farms, their aoreage, number of new tenants, num ber of farms taken up. 



acreage of farms taken up, percentages, W.F.A. loans appro ved, and the number 

of farms covered by these loans. 

Weekly data should be gathered because there have been turn -backs by 

the new operators which won't show on the total figures. In t he Los Angeles 

area 5 farms were turned back to the F.S.A. last week by the new operators. 

Reasons for this are not kept by the F.S.A. 



May 11 

1. Mr. Robinson, liquidator, the Yokahama Specie Bank and t he Sumitomo 

Bank, Los Angeles State Banding Department. 

The Yokahama Specie Bank made only one real estate or lin e of credit 

loan, or it had only one on the books when the liquidator took o ver. This was 

on the Buddhist temple at E. First and Loa Angeles Avenue. O n this loan the 

liquidator expects to take a large loss. The other loans con sisted of loans 

against Certificates of Deposit with the head office in Ja pan. The Japanese 

who held these C.D.'s have been very good about paying up th eir loans even 

though they can't collect their C.D.'s. Robinson expects t o collect most of 

these. The Sumitomo Bank al80 made thi8 kind of loan. Ro binson says that 

this bank is one of the easiest banks that he has ever liqui dated because of 

the good faith of the Japanese. They are singularly hones t people. 

2. E. H. Sink, Loan Department, The California Bank, 625 S o. Spring Street, 

Los Angeles. 

The California Bank holds many mortgages on the residence a of Japaneae 

in Los Angeles, but none on Japanese business property. Thi s bank sent letter8 

to all Japaneae debtors as soon as war was deolared, aski ng them to come in and 

discuss their loans. Arrangements were made at thia time f or property managera 

to take over as soon as evacuation occurred. As a result the b ank haa not yet 

been forced to foreolose on any of the evacuees, although it m ay have to wait some 

time before collections are made. Several of the Japaneae ca me in voluntarily 

and paid off the balance of their loan8. This bank does not e xpect to lose a 

cent on its Japanese loans. In most cases it recommended L . E. Robb Co., a 

real estate management company to the Japanese. About 100 o f the properties on 

which it holds a mortgage have been put in the hands of this company. 



3. Mrs. Riets, Y.W.C.A., 715 So. Hope Street, Los Angeles. A ll of the 

information whioh she has should be available to Dr. Thomas , since they both 

serve on the same committee. She, along with allied workers, has sent 

questionnaires to about 50 per cent of the Japanese coll ege students in southern 

California and to many of the Japanese hiefr school students . Samples are 

attached. Her list of Japanese students is available to us if we should want 

to circularise them ourselves. Her interest is solely wit h the education of 

the Japanese. 
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May 28 

I, Mr. F. A. Kadletz, F. W. Kadletz Co., 1035 So. Grand Avenue , Los Angeles. 

Kadletz is a manager of property and an attorney. He has for s ome 

years been manager for Japanese and is extremely well inform ed about Japanese 

properties and the evacuation. He is also well acquaint ed with many of the 

Japanese business men in Little Tokyo. 

The flower market has been divided before the evacuation i nto two 

parts, one controlled by the Japanese and the other by white s. The Japanese 

market, which is between 7th and 8th on Wall Street, amo unted to $40,000 last 

year and will amount to only $20,000 this year. The Jap anese lost not only 

their businesses but also lost out in the disposal of the equipment which is 

necessary to this business. One large company sold equipme nt that cost 

$40,000 for 428,000. This sale was of ribbons, shears , and other things which 

are always in use around any nursery oompany. flie whites are now in complete 

control of the flower market, and it is extremely doubtf ul if the Japanese will 

ever get back in. Previous to the evacuation there was much r ivalry between 

these two groups. 

Kadletz believes that the Japanese lost most heavily in the Little Tokyo 

district. He doesn't know what will become of this distri ct. The Jews bought 

out all the worthwhile stocks at ridiculously low prices, a nd the property 

owners are left holding the sack. Leases and being cancele d right and left, 

and there is little if any hope that anything can be coll ected on the 

unexpired portions. Buildings that previously brought goo d rents now go begging. 

Hot so much difficulty is being experienced by the owner s of residential property, 

for the Mexicans are ready and anxious to move. The few re sidential properties 

managed by Kadletz are already rented and at fairly good r entals. It seems 

obvious that rentals of business properties will fall more than 50 per cent. He 

is offering properties over whioh he has control as follows: 



Store building across from the Tornio Co # 75, -was #250 

Store at First and Central |150, was #250 

Yokahama Specie Bank (to liquidator) #300, was #650 

Sumitomo Bank Was #500; now he'll 
rent for anything 
he can get, 

Kadletz suggests that we divide the study in at least one wa y — the 

period before the freezing of Japanese and the period afte r the freezing» 

These two periods are quite different. A good bet in obtain ing information 

about the early period would be to go to California Hot Spri ngs near Fresno 

where a great many of the voluntary evacuees went. Here we c ould get the 

first-hand information about their movement and their lo sses. 

2. Captain Cunningham, U.S. Bnployment Service, Los Ang eles. 

In order to seoure passes to go into the reception oentsrs, w e have to 

get in touoh with the civil authorities at these centers as followst 

If these persons should refuse to let us in after using Captain Cunningham's 

name, we should get in touoh with the Provo Marshall in Pasa dena. 

3. S. V. Beach, 6516 Selma Avenue, Hollywood. 

Beach's company. The Real Estate Management Co., controls 4 0 business 

properties in the Little Tokyo district. The 4 hotels in the oenter of this 

district are almost empty, and it is expected to be a long ti me before their 

business picks up. 

Real property in this district is assessed at #10,000,00 0, with ground 

floor rents of #100,000. Rents are down to almost zero at pre sent. 

Anti-Semitism is strong among property owners and realto rs. The Jews 

Santa Anita, Mr. Wilkinson 

Pomona, Mr. Spencer 

Manzanar, Mr. Clayton W. Trigg 
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are to blame for the condition of the Japanese. Now the distri ot attorney is going 

to try to claim land held in violation of the Alien Land Aot so that it will 

esoheat to state. Clyde Shumaoher of this office told Eeao h confidentially that 

a large amount of property would be claimed. 

The fate of Little Tokyo is very problematic. Beach has a lready been 

approached twice to rent buildings to prostitutes. Altho ugh they pay four to 

five times as much rent as legitimate businesses, the dange r of olosure and 

complete loss of rent is too great. He believes t h a t 1 1 do 

something along this line. It may become a skid row. 

Property managers such as this have used the threat of fr eezing by the 

Federal Reserve very successfully. Beaoh has completely st ymied a mortgagor 

on one of the properties he manages by threatening to go to th e Federal Reserve. 

fa faM+od rather then Bold or Ewing is the person to seo at tho Fed eral Reserve. 

Japanese have neglected to go to the Federal Reserve or have not 

received the sane treatment as have suoh men as Beaoh. The y don't know their 

rights. te. the Olympic Hotel was taken over by tho Western Loan 

and Building Co. Beaoh offerod to manage it and prevent forec losure, but the 

Japanese  r*  fused because they thought ho couldn't and would cause im mediate 

ex-governor of California and couldn't hold his Job but fo r pull. Whole business 

was very shady. This explains v/hy Richardson threw me out. Probably he 

threatened Japanese end thus prevented appeal to Federal Re serve (see April 28). 

Beaoh agrees with Kadieta that residential property won' t go begging. 

He has some and all but one are rented. 

Beaoh also says that all fire insurance was canoeled on Jap anese-owned 

or -operated establishments as soon as it became Imovin tha t evacuation would 

occur. Even so, it was too late to prevent some incendiar ism. This probably 

explains why Kadletz is carrying only $12,000 insurance on Buddhist temple 

foreclosure. Richardson this Testern Loan and building Co. is son of 
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where goods stores are worth over §40,000 (he says). He pro bably oan*t get 

any more. (See article in The Apartment Journal — this was w ritten in effect 

by Beaoh.) 
I 



May I S 

1. Brent Schumacher, P. S. A., Civil Control Station 38 B. C alifornia 

Street, Pasadena. 

Sohumacher was very frank and went over all oases handled by the  F.  S.A. 

at this station. 

Originally there were some 120 farm properties operated by Japanese 

in this area, but only 50 registered as farmers. The remin der evacuated 

voluntarily some time ago. Schumacher believes from what he 's hoard that they 

went mainly to Utah. 

The effioienoy with which the F.S.A. operates depends on the manager of 

the regional office. At Burbonk whero Sohumacher was, Larso n of P. 3.A. regional 

offioe there did on excellent job of lining up Japanese oper ators and super-

vising transfers before Civil Control Station opened, /is a result of his 

exoellont work, the transfers of property by Japanese wore exceedingly satis-

factory, and ?.3.A. has no record of particularly raw deal s. The rovorso is even 

the oase in Pasadena. Soliumaoher has boon unable/to get p ast the secretary of 

the manager of the regional P.S.A. office. This roan has m ade no effort to advise 

and guide Japanese, and as a result there are many pitiful cases on record. 

Schumacher says that contracts made by Japanese prior to r egistration at 

Civil Control Station are not interfered with (frosen) f or would involve too 

much litigation. Therefore protection of F.S.A. rests so lely on the efficiency 

of the regional offices and on wha; little pressure the at t he Civil 

Control Station can put on the parties involved. 

On the average the Japanese lost suiae as would anyone else b eing forced 

to liquidate. Also, viiites oan 1t pay the value that Japanese would because 

labor costs are so low to Japanese. Nonetheless, some ver y raw deals are 

recorded at his office. 
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2. lloyo T&aoso operated a farm under lease at 1808 Raque l Road, 1 Monte. 
9 7. 

A It  yj&s a 25-acre tomato farm. Last year gross  yui^̂ Ĉ %vas £12,000, with net 

between £5,000 and $6,000. The orop now is due to be harvest ed in August was 

sold back to landowner for $525. F.S.A. did nothing for J apanese as contract 

made prior to registration. 

3. E. D. Taylor of Pasadena is buying a nursery at 4920 Oak O rove Drive 

from a Japanese. Japanese claims that the carnation crop a nd equipment is 

worth $1,000. Taylor argued that he didn't have uso for carna tions for he 

planned to raise Bella Donna. He therefore paid the Japanese  only $50 for the 

nursery. Now the Japanese, If. Kubo, wants to go in and sel l off the oamation 

slips thore, but Taylor won't let him, oven though he does n't plan to sell them 

himself. Schumacher is trying to get Taylor, a rich nan, to le t ̂ ubo do it 

but Taylor is just naturally mean and won't. 

4. E. Manchester Boddy of the Los Angeles News is leasing a gre at nany 

largo nurseries in this area. Ho leased one in Burbank for $100 per month 

for a three-year period. Tills nursery grossed $5,000 in Ap ril this year. Boddy 

is always one jump ahead of F.S.A. and closes deal before Jap anese aro guidod 

by F.S.A. 

I). M. Hunsaker is attorney for many of the Japanese in th is district. 

VJould have much data. (449 B. Alhambra load, Alhambra, Ca lif.) 

5. Clyde C. Shoemaker, Assistant District \ttorney, Los Ang eles. 

A vary large quantity of land and other real property will be claimed 

by the state under escheat under iilien Land Act. Much evid enoe has been 

gathered but no information is available yet. Vjhen suit is filed (first one) 

a copy of the complaint will be made available to mo. Call ab out Juno 1 in 

regard to value of land claimed, etc. 

A large-scale map of Los Angeles County is in the assessor's o ffice, 



John  9  whioh shows all the property owned by Japanese or operate d 

by them. It was prepared by Ryan Shoemaker, County surve yor, and 

Was used by War Department and is one reason why Japanese e vao. A oopy is in 

hands of Barl Warren. 
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¡¿ay 14 

1« Civil Control Station, Fifth and Los  ftngeles,  LOB Angeles« 

I went to this Station to see exactly what oonstitutad the me dical 

examination« Here I found that Schumacher (see May 13) wa s rijit and the 

evacuees are put through their medioal at a fast dog trot* It is exceedingly 

superficial. Before being thrown out by the manager, I tal ked to a negro 

woman sooial service worker to see exaotly what she did « It has been said 

that these particular workers did little more than find out w hether the 

Japanese loved Jesus or not. I think that this is largely true for she was 

very efficient at giving the Evacuees the brush off« In fact , all she did was 

send the Japanese somewhere else« A few well placed signs c ould have done as 

good a job« In one case, the sooial service worker, when inf ormed that a 

certain Japanese was in the hospital unable to be moved, sug ested that the 

sick man go to see the Provo Marshall about being allowed to remain in the 

hospital« This makes absolutely no sense at all but it was exaotly what the 

worker said« (Sohumacher told me this in Pasadena) 

The manager threw me out in a polite way beoause we don't h ave yet 

written permission from the head office to carry on this st udy« He said 

that my presence upset the Japanese considerably, since I w as not a re.-ular 
time 

employee of the War/Civilian Control Authority« This is the first time this 

has happened and I believe it is due to the desire of this m an Harris to show 

authority. 

. The Federal Reserve Counselor at this station holds that as the evacuation 

goes on, more and more Japanese are voluntarily arranging fo r the storage of 

property, and the mana&sment of property, or its disposal« Very few requests are 

now being made for Federal Reserve assistance. This t«nde  to oorrcborate others 

who say that the Japanese have lost faith, if they ever had it i n the willingness 
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or ability of the Federal Reserve to help. The Federal Reserv e Counselor here 

is an ex real estate salesman. M l in all, Federal Reserve men d on't seem to 

have the humanistic mmner that Farm Seourity Administratio n or Employment 

Service people do. They just have an unpleasant job to do and m ake efforts to 

dispatoh it as quiokly as possible. They don't have the int erest of the 

Japanese at heart and don't go out of their way at all to help . 

2. Board of Fire Underwriters of the Paoifio, 548 S. Spr ing St., Los Angeles. 

The statement made by Beeoh that fire policies on Japanese p roperties 

were canoelled seems to be false. The board has no knowledg e of a general 

policy of cancellation, although certain companies are do ing so, while others are 

writing new policies. No charges of inoentiarism have co me to the attention of the 

board. 

3. Chief Underwriter, Glens Falls Insurance Co., 548 S. Sp ring St., Los A ngeles. 

This Company has hot heard of cancellation either. None of t he auto 

(inland Marine) will write new insurance on Japanese owned oars although while 

there seems to have been a great many requests for it. Japanes e have attempted 

to get full coverage on cars stored at Santa Anita, but have been refused. 
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May 28 

1* Mr* Riokerson and Mr* Riohai dson of the western Loan a nd Building Co* 

Mortgagors of the Olympic Hotel. 

This company is obviously engaged in some kind of shady tra nsaction 

regarding this property* It will be very interesting to fol low this transaction 

thru beoause Richardson says that this company has appeale d to the Federal 

Reserve about something which he refuses to tell me abou t* He refuses to givs 

any info beoause he says that the whole deal is in the hands o f the Federal 

Reserve* I hardly see why this org would appeal to the Federal Reserve since 

it is the creditor* If axyone appealed it would normally be t he debtor* 

Although Richardson is the head of this Company here on the Pa cific coast, he 

doesn't know the name of the man in the Federal Reserve who has charge of this 

deal* He says that it is someone ih San Francisoo* I called t he naues of the 

HQ&ds of the San Franoisco office but he said it was none o f these* According 

to Bold, Chiifr of the Federal Reserve activities in the evacuation program down here, 

no cases in Southern California, would go thru the San Frano isco offioe* 

2* F* C* Bold, Federal Reserve, 707 S* Spring St., Los Angele s. 

The Federal Reserve in Los Angeles has no reoord of the Olymp ic Hotel 

nor of the Western Loan and Building Co. Bold says that the W estern Co. must 

have agreed with the Japanese Owners or visa versa and take n it over. The 

property must have been owned by an enemy alien, so a li cense had to be obtained 

in order that the transfer take place. This lioense would ha ve to be obtained 

from Everson in the San Franoisco offioe. The conclusion whi ch must be drawn 

is that the Japanese failed to ask that the creditor be preven ted from taking 

over the property. Thus the Federal Reserve was not interes ted except in so far 

as it granted the lioense to transfer. In this case, the Fed eral Reserve did not 

enquire into the consideration for the transfer. Xhis is an other example of the 
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passive attitude end position whioh the Federal Reserve tak es* Bold admitted 

this afternoon that the Federal Reserve would do anythin g in its power to 

avoid managing property* It does not now have any real prope rty whioh it manages* 

Its sole aotivity consists in putting pressure on oreditor s when requested to do 

so by the debtor* 

Bold said again that in his opinion the Japanese were oomi n0 out fairly 

well* He admitted that he was acquainted with only the oases w hioh had been 

brought to the attention of the Federal Reserve* 

Bold said that the Japanese were taking this transfer of their persons and 

property very well, even better than some of the whites who  were losing by the 

evacuation were* He said that "Washington" had been inform ed of the activities 

of a group of property owners who were attempting to have t heir Tax assessments 

reduced and planned to try to raid the public purse to recom pense them for their 

losses in rentals due to the evacuation* 

3* Harry Oakley, F* S* A*, Los Angeles* 

Oakley says that he thinks that the mere existence of the Far m Security 

Administration has been sufficient to soare most of the whi tes into dealing 

fairly with the Japanese* Very few farms have been taken over by other than 

whites* He doesn't believe that the efficiency of the Farm S ecurity Administration 

has been due to the existence of regional offioes as did Shu maoher (see May 13) 

but due to its powers to review and freese transactions, although it hasn*t done this* 

The consensus is that the ¿arm Security Administration ha s done a better job 

than has the Federal Reserve* It is not their powers that do t he good then, 

but the faot that they already had an organization in the f ield whioh was fairly 

well acquainted with agricultural problems in this area* T he failure of the 

Federal Reserve to do as good a job has been due to its inexpe rience and to the 

faot that it had to start from soratoh* The farm security adve rtised its presence 



and mad© a positive effort to oontaot the evaouees before registration at the 

Civil Control Station. 

The records kept by the Farm Security Administration at the Civil 

Control Station which show details of fransfers will be fo und at the offices 

of the Farm Security Field agents attached. We should call o n these after 

evacuation has oocurred and go thru their files. 

The second attached sheet shows the difference in size in f arcis in 

Imperial Valley as opposed to Los Angeles  c o. Special attention should be paid 

to -these transfers. 



43. 

May 28 

1. Esther Rhodes, Americans Friends Service Committee, 5 44 E* Orange 

Grove Avenue, Pasadena, Calif. 

This organisation has had much contact with the evaouation program but 

its information consists of mere rumors in most oases. No on e seems to know 

the source of much of their data. One suce rumor is very inter esting to me 

ainoe it involves an attitude taken by certain state offi cials which is 

extremely detrimental to the Japanese. The story has devel oped that the 

state is oraoking down on many Japanese merchants on the grou nds that they 

are not paying as muoh sales tax as they should. In the case of tho urban m 

merchants such as those in Little Tokyo, this did not ooour, b ut it has been 

frequent in the case of certain nurseryman and others whose business is partly 

retail and partly wholesale. Aoeording to Miss Rhodes the claims of the state 

are exhorbitant and in no way related to the usual retail b usiness done by the 

Japanese involved. 

This organization has the same criticism to make of the Fe deral 

Reserve that I have made many times before. They don't make any positive effort 

to help the Japanese. Also they say that the Federal Reserve personnel is no-

where near as good as that of the Farm Security Administrat ion or the Federal 

Security JCgency. It*s aqquestion, bhey say, of poor per sonnel and lack of 

readymade organization. This organization is interested  primarily in persons 

and not things. Consequently they have praotioally no inf ormation on property 

or property losses. One case that did come to the attent ion of Miss Rhodes 

oonoerned a |66000 ranch near El Centro. The mortgage was onl y $9000 with a 

|8000 loan from a Los Angeles Produce Marketing Organizatio n. When the 

Japanese was arrested (sent to Internment Camp; the Produce  Marketing Organization 

immediately started oh attachment suit. This claim shoul d have been paid off 
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by the delivery of this Japanese's tomatoes to the Marketing Organisation • 

However, the Marketing Organisation was transferred from J apanese to White 

management and it was badly upset so when the tomatoes arr ived, many were 

allowed to spoil, so that the proceeds wouldn*t oover the |3 u00 loan* This 

case was finally settled, although -the Japanese lost this  years entire orop 

which should have netted him between two and three thousand dollars» 

Conditions in Camps, especially  s anta Anita is quite bad. Far too 

crowded and food is bad. There are now 18000 at Santa Anita, and the rumor 

is that 7000 more will go thsre. The Army has had a great de al of trouble 

with Japanese oookin& in their own quarters. All hot plat es, ooffee makers, 

eto. have now been confiscated. Their use has in part bodily y pset the electrical 

system, blowing out fuses and the like. 

Another rumor of interest is that the Japanese will be farme d out by 

day to neighboring ranches. Minimum wages will be enforced, and the 

Japanese will have to return to camp at night. 

This organisation has had very satisfactory results in th e transferring 

of university students from centers to inland schools. is impossible to 

obtain the release of Japanese for jobs inland. This organ isation offered 

a positioh to a Japanese and his wife in their organisatio n, but were even then 

unable to obtain their release. 

Many of the voluntary (early) evacuees went to the environs o f Porter-

ville, Exeter, a  id  Strathmore. 

A cooperative of 2u0 Japanese is now functioning at Strathmo re. 

The only case where evacuees were uncooperative with the aut horities 

was at Covina, where a large ¿roup of persons, one-tdgth Ja panese, were evacuated. 

These persons were all married to whites, some of fairly g ood standing in the 

oommuhity. They lived among the whites and were regarded  as whites by their 

nei¿Jibor«. They didn't think that they would be evacuate d at all and were 



therefore unprepared when evaouation was ordered, ^a a res ult, the white 

member waa forced to atay behind to look after the property.  They alao 

intend to do everything poaaifele to obtain the release of t heir familie8. 

2. Lieutenant Gifford (Santa Anita Gate officer) 

ihe job at the gate ia difficult beoauae of the maaaea of  people 

who come out to vi8it Japaneae frienda. Unable to obtain p aasea to enter, 

they write to the Japanese and attange to viait them at the gat e at a part-

icular time. All trades entering and leaving Santa Anita are oenaorily 

searohed. 
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1. Joseph Choate, attorney for Horl Bros. 

Hori Bros, is a partnership with one partner in Japan, one in 

Montana, end two at Mansanar. It was looked up by the Treasury in December and 

license to liquidate was granted only two weeks before the  evacuation took 

place. Liquidation was therefore very rapid. Choate, the a ttorney, sold the 

contents of both stores to I. G. Wartniok, a liquidator (Jew ) for "60 cents on 

the wholesale dollar," 60 per cent of oost. 

Choate believes that in light of the circumstances, this wa s as good a 

prioe as could be obtained, especially since much of the inv entory was of 

Japanese manufacture and for Japanese consumption only. 

Choate has been to Manianar several times. He says that ma ny of the 

Japanese there don't expeot to live through the summer heat. Conditions there 

give rise to constant complaint by the Japanese. 

2. J. Marion Wright. Wright has had the business of many emi nent Japanese 

since 1913 and is therefore vory well qualified to judge the legal status of 

Japanese property. 

He says that the probability is that very few oases will be won by 

the D.A.'s offioe. The reasons he gives are: 

(1) The statute of limitations has run on the criminal sid e. 

(2) On the esohoat, or civil side: 

(a) Many of the principals and witnesses are dead. 

(b) Japanese cannot be forced to testify unless granted 

immunity from criminal prosecution? very few judges wo uld 

grant this. 

(o) Japanese cannot be brou ît out of centers to court. 

(d) Liabilities (mortgages especially) attach to many Japa nese 

properties so their escheat to state would give state a 



greater liability than it did asset. 

(e) Conspiracy to oiroumvent aot must have been continuous or 

statute of limitations would have run on oivil too. 

(f) Mortgage companies and banks will fight  state, too,  for 

fear of losing. 

(g) Preponderance of evidenoe has to demonstrate conspirac y. 

Wright does not believe that the value of property which sta te will 

attempt to olaim will be great, nor will the number of suit s instituted be 

great. 

This whole idea is the baby of Shoemaker. It is likely that the whole 

thing will be dropped either by Shoemaker beoause he know s he can't win, or 

else Dookweiller will quash it. 

Weight has heard that the Board of Equalisation has attached many 

accounts beoause sales tax payments haven*t been high enoug h but believes that 

state claims here were justifiable. 

Wright says that the Alien Land Aot was a dead letter for ten years 

till Shoemaker got started. U. S. Webb said that it was a de ad law beoause 

Japanese could legally buy property as guardians of their children. These 

guardianship arrangements can't be questioned by Shoemake r. 

All of this is Wright's opinion and must not be quoted witho ut his 

permission. He is now active in one case against Shoemaker. 
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1. J. M. Williams, Vioe President, Bank of America, Long Beao h main offioe. 

Williams was quite interested in the evaouation from the st art sinoe he 

is quite well acquainted with several Japanese families. H e says that the 

people of Long Beaoh took a much more hard-boiled view of th e whole evacuation 

and favored rather more rough and sumaary treatment of Ja panese than did people 

of other cities in this area. The reason for this is to be fo und in the faot 

that one exceedingly prominent Japanese doctor, olub memb er, etc. of Long Beaoh 

was shown to be the leader of a Japanese organisation very unf riendly to the 

United States at least, if not actually an espionage group . This brought to 

the attention of the people that any Japanese might be da ngerous. 

Strangely enough, of all the oases of property transfer that have come 

to attention of Williams, none have been very detrimental to the Japanese. This 

bank had only m e Japanese olient who asked the bank to mana ge his property. The 

Japanese himself subleased land to a neighboring Filipin o, while the bank pays 

M\9 taxes out of the account of the Japanese. The rental is n ot lower nor 

higher than is paid for similar property. 

Japanese deposits at the bank have declined to almost nothi ng. This is 

contrary to the experience of the Los Angeles City banks. He doesn»t know where 

the Japanese money has gone but suspects hoarding. 

Williams suggests that Vincent Haokett in Long Beaoh would p robably have 

lots of dope on personal property. Haokett worked with th e Federal Reserve in 

the evaouation of Long Beaoh and Terminal Island. Haokett not in his offioe any-

more. Call reaidenoe for appointment. 

2. Mr. Murphy, Postmaster, Wilmington. 

Murphy has known of several oases where Japanese came out v ery well, 

and several where Japanese lost out badly. In Wilmington Japanese farmers and 

florists sold mainly to Filipinos, though Wilmington it self has a rather small 
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Filipino population. 

One very rank case was brought to attention of Murphy by one Qnil Henveg, 

a real estate operator in this town. 

One Japanese farmer in Wilmington had 6,000 crates of cel ery to sell 

before evacuation. He could get no bids from anyone except one Jew from 

Los Angeles. Jew offered 10 cents per crate (it costs at lea st 10 cents to pick 

and orate it). Japanese refused to sell at that prioe, hopi ng to find another 

buyer. He failed to do so and finally sold out to Jew who now w ould buy only 

3,000 orates. Three thousand orates rotted. (See June 4.) 

I tried to oheok on this oase to get names, etc. from Uenveg. 

(623 Avalon Street, Wilmington). Menveg out of town for day . I looked for 

record of it at San Pedro F.S.A. They had none — see below. (Se e June 4.) 

3. Eustace, Cashier Fishermen and Merchants Bank, San Pedro . 

This bank had many Japanese depositors but has almost none  now. Contrary 

to experience of Los Angeles City banks. 

Bank ha6 had a field day making loans to new operators. As f ar as 

Hustaoe knows, fair deals were made between Japanese and ne w operators. The 

prevalence of loans made privately by banks auoh as this t o new operators would 

indicate that F.S.A. requirements are too stiff, or else n ew farmers don't have 

any wish to obtain government loans because of strings atta ched. 

4. F.S.A., Field Office, 362 W. 7th Street, San Pedro. (Ho w being con-

solidated with Torrance office at 1927 Carson Street, Torra nce.) 

Final report of J. L. Stewart, field agent, F.S.A., (in charg e of Civil 

Control Station). Harry Oakley and Stewart have copies, s hould we want oomplete 

copy made. 

Sooial welfare workers failed to ask Japanese if they wer e farmers. 

Only those who so deolared themselves and asked for help ev er got to the 

F.S.A. at the Civil Control Station. As a result, not over 10 reports were 
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filled out regarding farm« in Long Beach, Wilmington, or San Pedro. When this 

terrible oversight was noticed by F.S.A. on Saturday (day Ci vil Control Station 

closed), it was too late to do anything. Therefore on Sund ay four crews of 

F.S.A. employees went out and covered every farm in this are a separately. Report 

forms were not completed if deal by Japanese with new opera tor was already 

completed. Most were, by this time, of oourse, and theref ore data are very 

very poor. 

The field agents disoovered on their Sunday survey thatt 

(1) A Mr. Moore in Long Beaoh was going around to all the Jap anese 

and buying all the pipe that they had on hand. He was payin g 

? only from  .  0>  ^ ^ ^  for this pipe. Evidently 

A this is robbery, but I haven't had time to check the prioe o f 

pipe or to see Moore either. (See June 3.) 

(2) One Japanese admitted that she favored Japan in the pres ent -war, 

saying that pretty soon we would be working for the Japane se 

instead of theia for us. She admitted that she deliberately 

ruined her crop. She didn't want us to get the benefit of her 

effort in any way. 

(3) These first evacuees e idently suffered more from the de predation 

of whites than have the later ones. There was one case reco rded 

in which a stove and refrigerator were just taken back by the 

seller without so much as saying anything to the Japanese abo ut it. 

No further information is available on this, for it was repo rted 

to the General Electric Co., which promised to look into the 

matter. Here was a job whioh should have beon attended to b y 

the Federal Reserve, but so far as I could find out, they di dn't 

touch the case. Repossessor was The Little Giant Electric Co . 

of Los Angeles. 



(4) There were a few small thefts, but none of any oonseque nce. The 

polioe put on extra patrol cars to watch over the Japanese 

properties, (I know of one case in which little wasjtaken. Th e 

employees of the Union Oil Co, in Wilmington helped themsel ves 

to the truok vegetables of a neighboring Japanese farmer.) 

!?vidently the theft» in the area were all of this petty natur e. 

(5) The Federal Reserve refused to store the farming equipm ent of 

the Japanese. Many asked that this be done. Mow the F.S.A. wi ll 

do "this, though strangely enough the Japanese have quit ask ing 

them to do so. Evidently when they have time, they prefer eith er 

to sell or lease it. 

I looked over the individual reports made at the Civil Contr ol Station. 

They are in terrible shape, containing almost no informat ion. In some oases 

this was undoubtedly due to the necessity of the Sunday summ ary mentioned above, 

but it is also dear that the F.s»'. interviewer was not exper ienced and did not 

care whether a good job was done or not. Many reports were mar ked complete 

when no record of transfer was made. In some oases a tenant h ad not yet been 

obtained, and the deal was forgotten and only discovered wh en Oakley and I 

went over the files. Of course, it is almost too late now to do anything 

about it. Perhaps the Japanese found a new tenant himself, but he didn't pet 

help from the F.S.A. which he asked for. 

Oakley says that most of the crops were oared for and no cro p losses 

resulted. Only 10 farms were actually abandoned. 
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1. b* B» Jenks, Cashier, Covina First National Bank, Covina  (Ref. J» G» Hodges) 

One oase known to Jenks is illustrative of the Federal Reserv e inefficiency» 

Two Japanese brothers owned a |8800 equity in a $18000 ran ch» They gave power of 

attorny to holder of trust deed ($4200). Federal Reserve a pproved this« Jenks 

saw the danger of giving such power to the creditor (also c reditor here not too 

trustworthy). He talked to the Japanese, and then asked Fe deral Reserve to 

reconsider and disallow it» Federal Reserve refused. 

This bank had a few loans to Japanese» These have all been ool leoted now 

(except for | 50 which is due shortly)/ Deposits of Japanese in this bank have 

increased since Deoember 7. (Similar to Los Angeles City banks, opposite from 

Wellington and San Pedro and Long Beaoh.) 

Rutherford, president of the First National Bank of Vista, told Jenka that 

he had 40,000 loans to Japanese out of 300,000 total loans o n Deoember 7» He 

began immediately to liquidate these and now also has only 50 outstanding 

(bad banking tho)» Some of these loans were new loans too» 

The people of Covina do not like Japanese and do not want them a round 

anymore at all» They favor shipping them all, aliens and oit isens, baok to 

Japan» If this isn't done they will at least refuse to rent or sell to them 

again» This has always been the policy of the people of Coro na» There havt 

never been any Japanese there at all» 

There were a few oases of petty thievery, but nothing of impor tance» 

There is the usual sit of stories about the repossession (or t hieft of partly 

paid for household equipment.) 

On the whole» the Japanese came out fairly well in dispo sal of properties» 

They are being taken over by whites, Mexicans, and Chinese» The Chinese are a 

very important ¿roup now. They come from cities in many oase s and are not 
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experienced farmers. They form associations or companie s. The bank at 

Baldwin Park has many of these new Chinese aooounts. 

2. Ray Finoh, Farm Security Administration agent» Pomona. 

125 farms, all truck in this area. All have been transf erred, and no 

orop loss has resulted. Crops are lettuce, oabbage, and st rawberries. New 

operators are half white, one-fourth Mexioan, and one-four th Chinese, (whites 

will quit strawberries.) 

The Japanese came out very well here. Sixty days before eva cuation, 

Finch began to foster transfer and advertised Farm Seouri ty Administration aid 

in newspapers and the like. Farm Security Administration  made six loans here. 

Praotically every farm had been transferred before regi stration. Finch has 

complete data on every farm, parties involved, and terms. 

Evidently Finch went beyond the care of real property, for h e advised 

on the sale or storage of personal property as well. 

No thefts were reported in this area at all. 

All tranafora were far a fixed time and not for duration, tha nks to Flnoh. 

Farm labor situation is likely to be fairly acute this year, but the ohange 

over from truok to field crops should minimise the strain. 

Finch does not believe that the people of Covina or anyone e lse will 

exolude the Japanese after the war. The landowners like th e Japanese beaause they 

can pay suoh high rents. (They have no labor costs.) 

3. Strobel and Ward, Farm Seourity Administration, Civil Co ntrol Station, 

3557 Main St., Riverside, Calif. 

All real estate has been transferred* due to activities of t he Farm 

Seourity Administration agent, Ruoff, before registratio n. Average of ranches is 

about twenty acres but dispersion is great. One very lar fo e (500 acre) ranch taken 

over by Liberty Groves Co. for $12000. The orop is growing no w, but might go bad. 
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If the crop is ^ood, Liberty Groves will net about |10,000. (A high profit 

for #12,000.) 

Much of the trouble experienced by the Japanese was the indi sposal of 

farming equipment. There doesn*t seem to be anyone willing t o store it (Federal 

Reserve or Farm Security Administration). Heavy losses sus tained on it« 
i 

4» Ed. Ruoff, Farm Security Administration Agent, Riversid e, 201 Lewis 

Building. 

Ruoff is in oharge of both Redlands and Riverside areas« The re is 

great distinction between these two. Onions in Riversid e and fairly small 

farms, with citrus in Redlands, and larger ranches. 

Every single Japanese holding in Redlands was transferred t o one of the 

large citrus houses (i.e. Sunkist, Blue Goose, etc.) who o perate on commission. 

They act merely as managers. This is exceedingly favorabl e to the Japanese. 

At Riverside, holdings are smaller. Here, large organiza tions are not 

prominent as new operators, but every single new operator is  white.  A here are 

no Mexican or Chinese. Whites intend to raise tomatoes, hay , etc, and onions will 

disappear completely. 
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lé Misa Enid £chmidt, Civil Control Station, 2323 2 nd St., Loa Angeles» 

Permanent address, 2332 Sacramento St«, San Francisco, Ph one Fillmore 0899* 

Only four farms were registered at thia atation, all previo u8ly having been 

cared for and tranaactiona oomplete. The number of Japanes e involved are only 

half what were expeoted» Many must therefore have been regi stered and moved 

out ove other stations» 

Kiss Schmidt was at the El Centro atation and aaya that some very 

interesting things took place there. The Field agent of t he Farm Security 

Administration, one Sohenck, spumed to take ordera from Small, the Federal 

Reaerve agent there, and refuaed to cooperate with Miss Schm idt* Small has 

bean a resident of Imperial Valley for some years and has some property there» 

Miss Schmidt 8aya that as early as March 1, Small went aro und advising the 

Japaneae to sell out immediately, saying they would probabl y oe moved the next 

day. Japaneae property had been disposed of before regi stration, and the 

Federal Security Administration recorda at Brawley ahoul d bear seme evidence of 

the collusion of Sohenck and Small and their dealings in J apaneae property» 

Small mu8t have profited in aome way» 

Ken Ni8himura at Parker, ia organizing the Japanese out of Imperial 

Valley to fora a cooperative and buy up land in Colorado» The y plan to buy 

17,000 acrea and farm it colleotively» He wa8 previoualy h ead of /ht 

Coop in Imperial Valley» 

2» Sam Smith, Federal Reaerve Coun8elor at the Civil Cont rol Station. 

Refuaed to talk» 

3. See John Brown, head of Southern California Floral Aaso ciation, 

Between 7 t h  and 8 t h  on Wall St. (Clipping attaohed) Los Angeles News, May 25» 
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1« See Smoyer, Tom Clark, and Stuart Walsh next week. Also Com. wringle. 

2. Clarke Ewing, Federal Reserve, 707 S. Spring St., Los An &eles. 

During the last week, and not before, the Federal Reserve has  been 

notified, sometimes two or three times a day, of houses, au tos, and other 

property of Japanese whioh has been abandoned. The quanti ty is becoming large 

enough to be of real importance. Ewing says thaththe Feder al Reserve does 

not have the authority or tte obligation to do anything a bout this abandoned 

property* They do not intend to touch it. 

3* Mary Sabusawa, Federal Security Agency, 707 S. Spring St* , Los Angeles. 

Mary is a Neisi who has bean employed to act as information  clerk and 

interpreter. She believes that the Neisi are  100% loyal, but that they are 

becoming embittered because of treatment during the evacu ation. The Japanese 

boys who were in the army and are bting discharged are especia lly bitter. They 

feel that they, as American citizens, are being definitel y desoriminated against 

in such a way that their future eoonomic position is impaired . They feel that the 

evacuation of Neisi wis due not to a feeling that there was d anger of sabotage, 

but by pressure groups who finally cultivated publio opin ion to the point that 

the army did it to show that they were alert to danger. (This idea was also 

expressed by Spencer, below) The pressure groups mentione d were the Associated 

Farmers and other large landowners. The claims that Neisi wi ll never be able to oome 

back, because the war will develop such antagonisms that t hey will never be recog-

nized as Amerioans. They are really an anomaly, sione the y really have no country. 

They will not be accepted here ever a&ain, nor will they be a ble to ¿o to Japan 

even should they want to. 

She believes that of all the government agencies, the only o ne which 

has the respect of the Japanese is the Farm Security Adminis tration. Tĵe other s 

have done almost nothing but bother them. The principal re ason for this is that 



the F a m Security Administration personnel has a friendly a nd rather liberal 

attitude, while the others are careful to do or say absolute ly nothing not 

related to the particular transaction involved. Their at titude is that they 

are giving ohari-ty and what they do should be appreciated . 

The Japanese wont store with the Federal Reserve because the y fear 

that their belongings won*t be sent to them when they wa nt them at their 

permanent settlement. 

4. Fred Farr and Spencer, Farm Security Administration, 707 S* Spring St. 

Lo3 Angeles.. 

Spencer thinks that the evacuation was due principally to t he pressure 

put on by various interests, chief amcny whom are the asso ciated farmers. 

Spencer is something of a "wild man," and I don't believe th at his opinion is 

based on any good information. 

He thinks that the agencies other than the Farai Seourity Ad ministration 

have done a quite poor job, and blames it on personnel. He s ays that the 

Wartime Civilian Control Administration (Eisenhower) i s apt to also do a poor 

job, for its personnel is made up of lower employees of the o ther  Oovernment 

agenoies and not of the best at that. 

Farr reports that somethiné is wrong in the Imperial Valle y. Much 

pressure was put on the Fara Seourity Administration agent t here by the 

Japanese-hating farmers. Some of this pressure undoubte dly came through Small. 

The feeling down there has always been acute. He thinks that  the Farm Seourity 

Administration agent did not intentionally favor whites as against Japanese, 

but that he had growers to take a position (involuntarily) similar to that of 

the white farmer. 

Farr says that the Japanese are in for a very bad time down t here, for 

in Imperial County, the attorny plans to claim much violat ion of the alien lands 

act. Indoubtedly the courts arid every one else is somewhat of a Japanese-hater. 

He believes that the Japanese will never get baak to this va lley again. 



Farr and  6 penoer both feel that the evacuation has been unnecessary i n 

the oase of Japanese citizens, and that the difficulties d eveloping later will 

be enormous» Farr says that the legal aspeot (Constitutio nal) of the evaouation 

of citizens will have to be wrangled over, as will prope rty rights eto*  A he 

final disposition of the Japanese is also tough« Califor nia Association of 

Farmers will want to keep them as a form of slave labor» Alr eady Clark (Government 

of Idaho) telegraphed the Wartime Civilian Control Adm inistration in San 

Franoisoo and asked for a trainload of Japanese to do sto op labor under proper 

military fcU&rd. People of Corona, Covina, and Imperial Valley hav e already 

indicated that Japanese won't be welcomed* Evacuation, the movement itself, was 

easy but the legal and sociological problems to be met and t he implications of 

their solutions will undoubtedly be enormous* 

Farr oritioizes the medioal examination of the evaouees* Im mediately upon 

the arrival at Manzanar of one group of evacuees, many were  found to have measles* 

This should have been discovered at the Control Station* He actually saw 400 

Japanese take medioal examinations in two hours at one Cont rol Station* 



May 11 

1« Shinno Nursery« Avalon St«, Wilmington« 

A three-acre nursery with excellent orop of stock, carnatio ns, and 

other flowers* Mrs. Shinno usually sold 500 or more in carn ations alone on 

Mother's and Memorial day« She had a lease paid up to Septemb er 1, on land 

owned by Watson Realty Co. of Wilmington. She sold out the  entire stock and 

equipment, (equipment not worth much) to a long Beaoh nurse ryman for $250, 

$150 in cash, and $100 in monthly installments* Sale made be fore Mother's 

Day* Long Beach man Is B. M. Garren, 3905 Atlantic Ave. 

Evidently the nursery owning Japanese in this area suffe red badly, for 

at least three Japanese nurseries were abandoned. (Infor mation from Al. Drew, 

of Drew Flo^st in Wilmington). 

2. Menveg again out of town. Deal on Japanese farm where ce lery (5000 

orates lost) is known to a Mr. Mallier of the California^^w fi n san Pedro. 

Mallier out  too9\ i 

3. Japanese pipe (water line pipe was bought by the Rober t Moore Supply 

Co., 2662 St. Louis Ave. Los Angeles.) 

• 4. Messts. Laudon, Daniels, and Accent!, Farm Security Ad ministration, 

1929 Carson St., Torrance, Calif. 

This offioe has all records from Gardena, Torrance, Lau redale, Wilmington, 

San Pedro, Long ¿each, and Sawtelle. 

The only new information that they have olfaer than that on t he Control 

Station record sheets is that in many oases the Japanese in a nticipation of 

evacuation failed to properly take oare of crops. Espe cially is this true 

in the case of celery, since this requires extensive ferti lisation at exactly 

the time that evaouation took place. In many oases, the Japan ese olaimed 

that this had been done. Whites paid a fair price and then suf fered heavy losses 

beoause the celery went to seed. This Is also true in the case o f strawberries. 
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Strawberries are poor now as a result. Labor shortage is a lso greatly 

hampering strawberry growers* 

Loudon 8ays that three or four loans nade at the San Pedro off ice 

are for an excess of the value of the property. One is at le ast twioe the 

value, he says this is due to the inexperienoe of the Farm Sec urity Administation 

personnel with truck farming. 

Only one farm in this area, whioh is of any sise, was aban doned. This 

was twenty acres of celery and cabbage. The reason was tha t the Japanese (rich) 

demanded exhorbitant rent* The whole crop was lost. 

Total production wil be down, beoause of the failure of Japa nese to cultivate 

up to the last minute. Quality of vegetables is poor too. 

New operators are principally whites and Filipino« § and some Mexicans. 

Peculiarly enough, many negroes have begun to appear as la borers, but are no 

negro entrepreneurs. 

A very interesting case involves this operation of a sevent y-five acre 

farm by three Long Beaoh High School Teaohers, one the footba ll ooaoh. They 

have the best oared for farm in the distriot now. The footba ll team ia being 

utilised as labor. 

These men invited me to come down and spend the day traveling w ith 

them and inspecting the farms. I shall do this next week at t he same time I 

examine their Civilian Control Station Reports. 
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May 28 

1. Haskell Gleiohman, 4248 Aroh frive, Worth Hollywood* Goi ng to work for 

Eisenhower's organisation. Will cooperate with us. F.S.A. , Los Angeles 

(vleiohzaan believes that the pressure groups had a lot t o do with 

evacuation (see Tolan Report). He believes that the rea l problem has not yet been 

touched. This is the problem of  relocation, said  the ultimate problem of the 

position of the Japanese in American society. He's not too optimistic, nor 

are the Japanese with -whom he's talked. 

The agricultural problem is not as smooth as it looked at f irst. 

Several farms have been turned back and several which were ta ken over by new 

operators have been neglected. Especially is this true whe n the Japanese 

reported that everything had been taken over and that the d eal had bean closed 

before registration. In this case the F.S.A. did nothing ab out it. Today a 

case oame in concerning 7 acres of youngberries, lima beans,  and cabbage. This 

had purportedly been taken over some time ago. The Japan ese, however, had not 
* 

received anything for his crop yet and asked the F.S.A. to loo k into the case. 

7.'e went down to -ttie farm and found that the berries we re the only crop that 

could be salvaged. The others had been allowed to rot. The own er had sold 

the berries to the Frozen Fruit Co. of Los Angeles. The owner h ad failed to 

have the Japanese who leased frosn him reimbursed. He in tended to pocket the 

prooeeds. It was too late to do anything about it except appe al for money on 

the basis of oharity. This required contact with the Japane se, not the 

operator who kicked, in whose name the lease stood. Rattier  than make this 

contact, the operator decided to drop the whole thing. The most important 

thing for us is not that the Japanese lost his crop, but that food was allowed 

to rot. If this has happened very often, it indicates that the F.S.A. should 

have gone into every case, whether the Japanese asked it t o or not. 



2. Fred Farr, District Supervisor, F.S.A., Los Angeles, 8 94 Union Street, 

Ordway 0678, There is much more to the transfer of property  than meets the eye, 

especially vfoen Japanese who have very close family and oth er kinds of ties are 

concerned. To add to the difficulties faced by the F.S.A. , in many cases the 

Japanese gave away much of their chattels before moving. Mis understandings 

have begun to crop up when buyers of Japanese property have found some of the 

equipment missing. Today wo went to a nursery where some tr ays had been 

reported as stolen. These trays were sold to the Morningsi de Nursery in 

Los Angeles, but the manager of this organization reported t hat ifcen he went 

for the trays, they had almost all been taken away. He refused to pay for more 

than a smoll portion of the total number which he originall y agreed to take from 

the Japanese. He seemed to be an honest nan and was q-ite ince nsed to think 

that he was being accused of stealing the remainder of the tr ays. The Japanese 

is now at Manzanar, but it sems that he may have given the tr ays to someone 

else. The Mexican next door says thr t he saw the Morningside t ruck take tho 

trays one night. This thing is now in such a mess, with all kin ds of con-

tradictory stories that it would take more time and money tha n it is worth to 

straighten it out. Farr decided to let the thing alone, provi ded the Morningsid« 

paid for the trays that they admit they took. This is just  one example of 

the confusion which is beginning to develop because of misun derstandings between 

Japanese, new operators, buyers of chattels, and the F .S.A. 

3. Sleiohman says that »any of the Japanese have refused to c ooperate in 

the sense that they put tho F .S .A. to work on a deal and then suddenly call 

the whole thing off offering no explanation for their ch ange of heart. This 

happened in Paladale and involved a large ranch. The Japan ese were losing 60 

acres of alfalfa (they threw this in to the buyer of a tractor) . The F.S.A. 

was ell set to go to bat for the Hapanese and oollect somet hing for him when 

the Japanese decided that the deal was all right and asked t he F .S .A. to lay off. 



This has happened in several cases. A whole day was spent on  the small farm of 

berries and rotten cabbage mentioned above. This sort of t hing makes the F.S.A. 

rather wary of trying to open'up old cases or even taking now  ones. 



Fay 29 

A Oleiohman continued. Evacuee Case 2674- Monterey Park. S. ^bihara. 

Gleiohman believes that this is a typical case and is repres entative of 

the innumerable oases whero nobody is to blame. 

Ebihara leased a small farm — 7 acres — from the city of Mo nterey 

Park and an adjacent piece of land of 7 acros fron a private pa rty.  On. the 

Monterey Park land was a oity water reservoir (tank) and a p unp. Early in 

February the citiaenry and city fathers got nervous about h aving a Japanese 

so near to the water equipment. They thorefore oanceled the lease and forced 

Ebihara out March 1. Ebihara had his house on tho city-owne d land and was 

forced to move into Boyle Heights in Los Angeles. He was given the right to har-

vest the orop6 on these lands — about 5 acres of berries and broccoli. Soon 

after moving with his family to Boyle Heights he slipped a nd broke three ribs 

and couldn't work. 

In the meantime the city of Monterey Park leased their acres t o two 

defense workers who wanted to farm it. The other 7 acres, on w hich the berries 

£rew, were separated from their land by an irrigation cana l, so they didn't 

realize the berries were Ebihara's. The broocoli had alread y gone to seed, 

and the berries were stolen when tho two defense workers got there. Ebihara, 

in bed, couldn't guard his berries or harvest broocoli. Ebih ara appealed to 

F.S.A. He really had no rights at all. His misfortune was d ue to a combination 

of forces over which ho had no control. The defense work ers got nothing out 

of Ebihara's crops, hi6 house was condemned,  T fonterey Park wouldn't do anything, 

and Ebihara's net worth at time of evacuation wa6 $15 (prioe  of an old truck). 

The next case i6 illustrative of the complications due to Jap anese 

solidarity end custom. 

The I. W. Hellman estate owned a 325-aore ranch leased to abou t twenty 

Japanese. The difficulty of collecting rental::, etc. led t hem to ask N. Baba, 



one of larger lessees, to form a company to pay entire rent al, subleasing to 

Japanese. This was done about two years ago. Association was called "Associated 

Vegetable and Flower Growers Association." Baba paid $15 per acre to Hellman and 

charged Japanese $20, $25, and $30 an acre. All Baba did w as keep 

in good shape. When evacuation ordered, Zeke and Frank Sem inario, feed dealers 

of Montebello, made a deal with Baba to take over all vege tables, but flower 

growers left out of the negotiations. The Seminarios allowe d the Japanese flower 

merchants to stay on till evacuation to try to harvest their  crops. Finally, 

I. Kariya, one of the larger flower growers blew the lid off a nd appealed to 

the F.S.A. He had managed to sell some of his flowers, but very valuable flowers 

and roots, etc. remained, 9 acres of rare flowers included . The Japanese had 

sent several new or prospective tenants out to look at his holdings, but 

Seminario had scared them off. Gleichman finally beat £35 0 out of Seminario for 

the Japanese, but Seminario tried to stop the check. Glei ch had cashed it 

already, though. Undoubtedly Baba had some private deal wit h Seminario, but 

he wouldn't admit it. One of the flower growers got $85 for a $1,500 crop of 

flowers. The Japanese who got gypped refused to talk about it and wouldn't tell 

anything on Baba, although there seemed to be some feeling . The only one they 

blamed was Seminario. The Japanese will probably deal w ith Baba in their own 

way later. 

3. Fred Farr, F.S.A. 

The Ace Collection Agency is filing a great number of suits  against 

Japanese. This should be investigated and followed up. 

The situation in Imperial Valley is one in which there is lik ely to be 

some interesting information and considerable scandal. See attached sheet for 

Farr's report to Fryer. See also the Westmorland Mall for a copy of Order 154. 

It will be in between February 19 and March 15, 1942. 



See also the minutes of the Board of Supervisors meeting fo r B 

February 16, 1942, for discussion of See the District Atto rney  cf 
A 

Imperial County for file on Alien Land Act. 

C. C. Small of teh Farmers and Merchants National Bank was the Federal 

Reserve man who is undoubtedly at the bottom of some of thetr ouble. Theihole 

situation in Imperial Valley is bad. Everyone hates Japa nese. A Japanese was 

shot in cold blood by two Filipinos who have not yet been pr oseouted. The 

story about this can be obtained from Ben Yoshioki at Santa An ita. He was a 

personal friend of the deceased. 

A very interesting story of the 0. T. Johnson ranch and its re lations 

with the Japanese tenants can be had from Mr. William Denon,  2106 Wilmot Street, 

Los Angeles. Was a 1,500-acre farm all leased to Japanese. 

The Army has had some very interesting problems to face and s olved them 

very well, though the solution seems obvious to the layma n. They do use some 

common sense. In Arizona a Japanese man married a Mexican wo man. They had a 

ohild, and shortly after the father died. The Mexican wom an married a 

Chinaman. Should the baby, the baby and mother, or the baby, m other, and 

father(foster) go to camp. Ihe Army, after some deliberati on, exempted the baby. 

The social service workers don't do much. Another examp le of their 

inefficiency is a case in Pasadena. ttiey forced a family to l eave on the 

first day of evacuation instead of allowing them to wait f or the second day so 

that they could attend the funeral of the father. 
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WARTIME CIVIL CONTROL ADMINISTRATION 

707 South Spring Street 
Los Angeles, California 

May 25th 
1 9 4 2 

Mr. Leland N. Fryer 
Chief Evacuation Unit 
30 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, California 

Dear Mr. Fryer: 

At the request of Anthony Tarlock, District Evacuation Offi cer for Imperial 
Valley, I reported to El Centro on Tuesday, May 18th, and  learned from 
Tarlock that many evaouees believed to have been farm opera tors had 
classified themselves as farm laborers, and consequent ly had not registered 
•with Farm Security Agents on the regular registration da ys. 

On the day appointed for medical examination, a local Japan ese leader 
pointed out all the operators and brought them to our repr esentative for 
registration. 

The reluctance of the Japanese operators to admit their st atus can best 
be understood by reference to a typical case, which for the sa ke of 
brevity, will be called the Homano oase. x 

Gn July 23rd, 1941, one Boxley, landowner, of Holtville, ex ecuted a written 
one year lease to George Hoshisaki of approximately 75 acr es of farm land. 
There is some doubt as to whether George Hoshisaki or his b rother Frank 
Hoshizaki aotually signed the name of George Hoshisaki to the lease. 

A Japanese alien by the name of Homano aotually took posessio n of, worked, 
and planted the 1 ai^approximate!y as  follows t 

1. 30 to 35 acres of carrots whioh were plowed under in 
December, 1941, and planted to late cantaloupes (not 
yet harvested). 

2. 30 acres of%a%ly lettuoe (harvested). 

3. 5 acres of tomatoes (harvested). 

4. 10 acres of late lettuce (harvested). 

On December 17th, 1941, Homano gave a crop mortgage to one Ho nda who is at 
present in the U. S. Army. The money was to secure the payment of $2,250 
borrowed eaeither from Honda or one Takanaki. Takanaki, an a lien Japanese, 
was given Honda's power of attorney to oolleot the money. T he mortgage was 
recorded on February 17th, 1942. 
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WARTIME CIVIL CONTROL ADMINISTRATION 
707 South Spring Street 
Los Angeles, California 

Leiand N. Fryer Page 2. 5/25/42 

On February 16th, 1942, the Board of Supervisors of Imperial County enacted 
Countv Ordinance no. 154, whioh I am enclosing for your inspe ction. The 
purported purpose of the Ordinanoe was to "Put Teeth in th e Alien Land Law," 
and safeguard the military and civil property in the County . You will notice 
that section 14 of this Ordinance prohibits the transpor tation by enemy 
aliens of food or farm produots or crops upon the public highw ays of the 
County. This indicated that the Ordinance was aimed at J apanese farmers. 

Subsequent to the passage of the Ordinanoe, the District A ttorney called all 
Japanese alien farmers into his office and took statemen ts from the Japanese 
as to the positions they occupied on the farm lands. We are in formed that farm 
operators in many cases signed statements that they were fa rm laborers. 
Leases were surrendered by Japanese farmers to the District Attorney. We 
were informed by one reliable Japanese leader that the Di strict Attorney's 
office advised a Caucasian farmer that no Japanese alien o r citizen could 
work on a farm. 

In the Homano case, both Hoshizakis gave signed statements  to the District 

Attorney that they had no interest in the crops and desired to be released 

from the lease. 

Hoshizaki refused to admit his signature on the lease, pe rhaps for fear of 

violation of Alien Land Law, and that there was some talk of prosecuting Frank 

Hoshizaki for forgery of his brother's name. 

miitelaw, attorney for Boxley, stated that the District  Attorney has obtained 
a signed statement from Homano that he had no interest in the c rops and was 
working for only  40/  per hour. The District Attorney told me that he had 
obtained such a statement, but that such was not signed. 

The District Attorney then advised Boxley that Homano ha d no interest in the 
crop and that he, Boxley, should sell the crop. Homano had a p rospective 
purchaser who tendered the not yet due rent to Boxley, who ref used to accept 
it. The crop was sold by Boxley to one K. K. Sharpe, for $1,7 00. Sharpe also 
purchased the land. Homano, Honda, or Takanaki has receive d noting, as yet, 
from the crop. Sharpe harvested the lettuce, and he will h arvest the 
cantaloups. 

me talked to Boxley and learned from him that Homano had wo rked the land, 
planted the crops,*was an excellent farmer and, without doubt, the tenant 
in possession. 

Sharpe's attorney, Roberts, informed us that Sharpe purch ased from Boxley 
with the understanding that the crops and land were free an d clear of all 
encumbrances, but subsequently learned of the crop mortga ge. 



June 1 

1« Gerald Desmond, attorney. Department of Justice, Los Ang eles« 

Desmond has been Clark's assistant sinoe he beoame coordina tor. Clark 

is now out of the evacuation program, and Desmond is trying t o finish up all 

pending business so that he too can get out. Desmond says t hat Clark is very 

happy to quit the evaouation job, sinoe for all the  wd  rk whioh he did, the 

Army took all the oredit. Casual mention in press release s were not enough 

for Clark. Further, it is evident that the cooperation bet ween the government 

agencies directly connected ana the Department of Justice w as quite poor. 

Desmond said that no oases were reported for prosecutio n by the Federal Reserve 

or the F.S.A., even though the Department of Justice asked them to do so in 

order that an example be made of at least one offender. Only in the last week 

has any shady oase been brougit to the attention of this offi ce, and only then 

was this done in a casual conversation between Farr and Desm ond who are friends. 

Desmond's attitude is that he will step in if the Federal R eserve or F.8.A. 

asks him to, but he is not going to take the initiative any  more himself. 

2. Kenneth Smoyer. Contrary to earlier reports, there will n ot be any 

serious labor shortage in the county of Los Angeles in July and perhaps none 

in August either. The use of high school boys has worked out v ery well in 

some parts, notably in San Fernando Vfclley where the shorta ge was expected to be 

the most acute. Farmers there say that the high school bo ys do more work in an 

afternoon that ordinary farm labor did in a whole day. If co operation can be 

obtained from school authorities, there should be little.  v  " 
in the 

A 
farm labor front. Of course. next year the pioture m y ch ange considerably since 

younger men «ill rery likely be taken into the A m y „ d , i n o .  n m W o f m e n 

in defense Industries is bound to increase considerably. 

aaoyer believes that und«- the circumstance«, the transfer of Japanese 

citrus ranches in Redlands to the citrus house, was a. goo d an arrangement as 



oould be expected. If the power of attorney was not granted to the manager of 

these organisations but to the directors, then it is a fairly good arrangement. 

If only a management agreement was made, then it will be e ven better. Smoyer 

says that o» can expeot some dirty work regardless of the exa ct agreement made 

since these firms have the ethics of all businesses. 
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June  4 

1. Mr. Millikan, Navy Intelligence, Los Angeles. 

Commander jjfcingle has left for parts unknown and will not be able to 

give us any information on the evacuation of Terminal I sland and San Pedro. 

Millikan will refer me to an other officer who can help us when we get the 

proper credentials. 

2. Harry Oakley, F.S.A., LOB .Angeles. 

Oakley is well acquainted with the situation in Imperial Val ley and 

blames the entire thing on the activities of the Associa ted Farmers and on 

the racial discrimination which they promote. The situ ation has become so bad 

in this area that Negroes and Mexicans, as well as Japanese a re put into separate 

schools. Undoubtedly the situation with regard to the evacu ation of Japanese 

was aggravated by the rather inferior agent of the F.S.A. i n this area and to 

the domination by Small of the Federal Reserve. 

One of the big difficulties of new operators hfis been in ob taining 

the farm equipment. Japanese sold it off early and now it' s dispersed and 

hard to get. 

3. Desmond (continued). 

The evacuation of German and Italian aliens will start ver y soon. All 

of ?one A will be evaouated. Refugees, persons unable to beco me citizens 

because of education, or relatives of fighting men of any of United Nations will 

be excluded. Dedriok estimates 86,000. 

4. Carey McWilliams. 

ttis entire file on the evacuation can be copied by us. This data is ^ 

invaluable for it contains reports of the Japanese now i n the camps concerning  ^ 0 

the attitude of the Japanese and their organisations and oth er data on the 

conduct of the camps. 

The greatest hardship has been worked on people only partly Japanese. 



There is a family of people in Los Angeles who are all from l/8  to l/l6 Japanese. 

These people have always passed for white and are all marr ied to whites? they 

are all in Pomona now. 

The disruption of the produce market is almost as serious as t he dis-

ruption of agricultural production due to the evacuation. Two weeks ago the 

produce merchants sent representatives out to the Cochell a Valley. These 

representatives told the new operators that there was a ser ious shortage of 

tomatoes in the Los Angeles market. They advised them to pick as much as 

possible, and as a result the farmers picked green and ove rripe tomatoes and 

sent them to town. The wholesale market thus found that they  could sell this 

large quantity at a very low price. They forced the tomatoes o n the retailers. 

The public found that it was buying poor food and the growe rs found that they 

were getting a very low price for their crops. The only one s to profit from 

this «re the merchants who handled a large volume of goods wh en the market would 

otherwise have been quiet. 

MoWilliams says that Commander Wringle, Navy Intelligence , always said 

evacuation unnecessary. 

5. Stuart Walsh, Research Administrator of the Kenny Commit tee, 2408 

W. 7th Street, Los Angeles. 

Walsh says that in the first place, the Associated Farmers were against 

the evaouation of Japanese. Over a two-week period iiiey tu rned to favor it. 

There doesn't seem to be any explanation for this change. Wa lsh believes that 

the evaouation of the Japanese has left a great gap in the l abor situation in 

California. He says that the Mexicans, the Filipinos, an d the Negroes are 

making a determined effort to get out of the agricultural la bor group and seem 

to be having some success at this since they are now being hi red by defense 

plants in the Los Angeles area. The Mexicans are no longer wi lling to come in 

from Mexico, since there has been a quickening of industrial isation in their own 



oountry. Also the reforms of Cardenas have done a lot for the M exican farmer, 

and he is not so willing to leave home as he was* 

Walsh doesn't believe that the Japanese will ever be allowed to return 

to California and live there as they have prior to the war.  New operators of 

Japanese truck gardens in very many cases bought up Japa nese for the cash to 

be derived from the crop involved. They won't continue to fa rm. 

6. MoTllli&ms (continued). 

IfoWilliams has heard unofficially that the Southern Paoif io and the 

Bank of Amerioa asked the Tolan Committee not to allow the e vaouation of Japanese, 

holding that it wasn't neoessary at all* They refused to make this report to 

the Committee officially because of the danger of arousin g public opinion against 

themselves. MoTTilliams favors hearing boards to examine Japanese and guarantee 

patriotism. Sixty per cent of internees are released afte r suoh hearings, but 

Japanese in oenters aren't treated this way. 

7. Examination of suits filed in the Municipal Court agains t the Japanese 

in the last month by the AOO Credit Sxohange and the Affilia ted Merchants 

Corporation, oolleotion agenoies. 

I examined about 20 of the suits filed by these agencies in the last 

month against Japanese. They don't show muoh except that in not one of these 

suits wae the Japanese represented by an attorney. In ma ny of these suits 

default judgment was taken exactly 10 days after servioe.  This is the jninimum 

time allowed. Evidently the Japanese are ignorant of their rights in the use 

of the public defender. They probably can't even understa nd the meaning of a 

summons and probably often can't read it. 

8. Leon Brown, attorney. See previous notes. Case not trie d yet. Jud^e 

refuses to hear case till he gets Biddle's O.K. It's been t wo and a half weeks. 



June 94 

1* Colonel Taylor, Provost Marshall's office, 931 N. Colo rado Avenue, 

Pasadena. 

Taylor suggests that we contact General De Witt and Eisenho wer both. 

He says that if this is presented properly, we will probab ly be given a blanket 

permit to enter the centers. 

2. Mr. Chas. 0. Pierpont, Loan Officer, Bank of America, Wh ittier, Calif. 

Pierpont was manager of the Bank of America at Redondo Bea ch for 14 

years. Contrary to the belief of most bankers, Japanese loan s are bad, for 

only those in distress and working on a shoestring need loa ns. Redondo 

branch made many personal and crop loans to Japanese and  found that these were 

too difficult to collect and generally moved too slowly. R esult is that 

Pierpont, like other Bank of America managers, he says, does n't like to make 

loans to Japanese. Whittier Bank of America had none. 

3. Tom Bewley, Attorney of Whittier. (Referred to by Esther Rhodes.) 

Miss Rhodes was incorrect; Bewley did not have anything to do with 

sales tax claims and heard nothing about it. Evidently J. Ma rlon Wright was 

correct. Legitimate claims were made by the State Board o f Equalisation and 

cleared up long before evacuation and are not in any way oonn ected with the 

evacuation. Bewley says that many Whittier Japanese move d out early and that 

those ̂ ho did lost heavily. Japanese moving under evacuat ion orders lost but 

not nearly so badly. Bewley says that many people of Wh ittier already have 

their minds made up that Japanese are dangerous, etc. and sh ould never be 

allowed back. The war (its length, etc.) may intensify this f eeling so that 

an active effort will be made to keep Japanese out forever. 

4. A. D. Holloway, Real Estate Agent and formerly Federal R eserve 

Counselor at Whittier. 

Losses were heavy for all evacuees and almost no Japanese p roperty 
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was stored by the Federal Iteserve. They sold almost all t heir chattels prior to 

registration. They disposed of oars in any way. Very few we re landowners. 

Farm labor situation is going to be plenty tough in this area very soon. 

Attempt is being made to recruit high school boys but not m uch success yet. Short-

age of labor is due not solely to Japanese evacuation (Japa nese aren't laborers 

but entrepreneurs) but also to the migration of workers i nto defense plants. At 

one large ranch, the Murphy Rano;h, women piokers (orang e) are being used. They 

are brought in every day from Belvedere Gardens by truck. 

Federal Reserve counselors had almost nothing to do at C ivil Control 

station, Japanese very seldom asked for any advice and in o nly one case did the 

Japanese complain that he had been gypped out of his prop erty. Jewish merchants 

from Los Angeles were very active in this area before evacua tion and undoubtedly 

bought up much property. 
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June 4 

1« S• C• Mellier, California Bank« San Pedro« In regard Oh ashi Farm 

(Menveg's deal) In Waltena 600 ft. along Paoifio Coast Hig hway (east side) 

at intersection of Hawthorne Blvd. 

Ten acres of celery — all ready to pick at the time of evacuat ion. 

Ohashi asked #4000. He refused a $2500 offer and was ev acuated at the deadline. 

Taft farm in oharge of Esiul Menveg who had full power of atto rny. Menveg was 

offered #1750.,asked #2750 and was no deal. On April 28, M enveg asked Mellier 

for help. Mellier (who had already bought ten aores and had work crew) took 

it over with no agreement as to distribution of profit. By thi s time, one-half 

or five aores had gone to seed. Remainder yielded 5700 ora tes. Last out on 

May 20. Net profit after labor, water, crates eto. waa & 3 5 6 9 ^ , Since Crown 

Produoe of Los Angeles had offered #1750. Mellier gave $ 1760. to Japanese plus 

half the difference between #3569.69 or #906.24 (#906.24 - # 121.26, charges 

against farm before evacuation) Bank gave Menveg even #2600 .00 . Menveg deposited 

#100 and sent #2500.00 to Japanese. 

Prior to evaouation, Japanese refused to let Mellier take ov er on 

assignment basis. If he had loss, wouldn't have been so he avy (five aores 

wouldn't have been lost) 

Mellier had no labor difficulties. He already had Filipino crew to 

work own place. 

The celery price droppedimmediately after evaouation fro m 90 to #1.10 

to 40 to 50 cents, due to dumping by new operators three wee ks later it rose to 

#2.60 per crate. 

Mellier thinks the Japanese farmed to the last day but los ses due to 

inexperienoe of new operators. These men won't put in new o rops. Truck 

gardening here will go to pot. 



AS a whole, the Japanese lost terribly« Further data oan be ob tained 

from H. and F. Produoe Co. (Mr. Kelly) in Los Angeles. 

2. Claude M. Sebring, formerly of Terminal Island Branohof C alifornia Bank. 

Hursery men lost badly too. Keystone Nursery'(mortgaged b y a bank for 

$14000)now is rented for $60 per month. 

Yamaguohi Nursery suffered from looting. Most ledting was  petty, but 

here valuable equipment was lost. 

A Rio Grande truok driver posed as offioer and took refrigera tor eto. 

away from the Japanese*  \ 

Terminal Island Japanese lost too,for stores eto. whioh had value when 

the Japanese were there now are worth nothing. Navy won't cough up. 

3 .  Robert S. Moore  (R.  S, Moore Supply Co.),  2662  St. Louis  Ato., 

Long Beaoh. 
\\ 

Moore is the man referred to by Stewart (Farm Security Admi nistration, 

San Pedro). 4 

^oore bought up all the Japanese water line pipe he could at  an 

average prioe of seven cents per foot. In one large purchase,  the Japanese 

agreed to pull the pipe out of the ground and didn't do this . Mocre had to.  * « * 
Average prioe of this pipe (second hand) is nine cents per f oot. The pipe 

used by the Japanese for irrigation will have to be taken ap art and rs-threaded 

before it oan be used again. Some of it is out of round and th erefore is 

nearly worthless. Moore isn't getting rich off this pipe. N one-the-less* his 

purchase of it at any prioe is bad because farms are now w ithout irrigation 

facilities. Japanese can't be blamed for selling, nor Moo re for buying, but 

it's important never-the-les3. 

4. John L. Rodgers, Tjrrauce,California. Japanese have for many rears monopolized the produoe market . Whites 
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hold 110 chance in the raising of either out flowers or truc k* Japanese 

always out prices till whites are driven out.  x he truck market is so 

perfectly controlled that whites and Japanese have got dif ferent prices in the 

same market at the saxoa time for their produce. Sometime s the Japanese 

merchants even refused to buy white produce. 

6. Frank Daniels, Farm Seourity Administration, Torrance» , 

Daniels has personally seen some short wave radios and toda y found a 

short wave sending and eoeiving set hidden in a barn. Evid ently there was 

wome danger of sabotage in this area. 

6. Farm Seourity Administration Civilian Control Station Sports from 

Gardena, Lauredele, and Ingles*ood. 

Not over twenty-five abandonments in about 200 oases exami ned. 

Surprising enough, these were of fairly large farms, fiv e to twenty-five aores. 

Many new operators are Chinese. Also many of the lands take n over on 

share basis. For harvesting crops up to August, 1942, new op erators are 

taking 60%9 

Most of the equipment was sold, but a rather large quantity wa s privately 

stored. Landen (Farm Seourity Administration agent at To rranoe) says that 

storages have meant a great shortage of farm equipment. Equi pment sold was sold 

separately so it was very difficult for new operators to get all the equipment 

needed on a particular farm. 

7. Naosuke Katayama, Gardena, k\7Q W. El Se^undo (near Haw thorne) 

Three aores of youngberries, one acre of cabbage, and on« -

were abandon, ''"he crop was lost and the tools sold for junk . He had only 

twenty-four hours to get out. 

8. Harimo Ike, Gardena, 

had twenty-two acres on 0. T, Johnson Estate, "he entire equ ipment lost. 

Much looting. Loss declared to be several thousand dollars . 

* •'- ' •* •- v *<...  j t&ry i .  & ti-t'u,  :.j'i ,i ,.:i.ifii 



9» Doyle Y» Landon, *ield Agent, Farm Security Administrati on, Torrance. 

Entire character of farms will soon change. Truck farmi ng will turn 

into alfalfa and other field crops* Many new operators are  at best temporary* 

Farm Seourity Administration should maintain field offio es to  C1ive advioe and 

encourage more truck farmers» If this isnfc done, much la nd will go entirely out of 

of production* 

Landon has told Oakley about this real necessity but so far n othing 

doing* Hew operators Drill quit and Farm Securiy Administr ation should be on 

hand to grant new loans, obtain new operators, etc* 

Nearest Farm Seourity Administration offioe (permanent) i s in *>outh 

Pasadena, and it 1s too far away to help Torrance, Gardens, and Lauredale 

situation* 
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1« Wm. tenon, 2106 Wilmot St*, Los Angeles* 

Denon is a friend of many Japanese and one Mitsui Mitsunaga he practically 

raised. 

Denon met Henry Mitsunaga seme twenty years ago, and hel ped him get started 

in business as a gardner and nurseryman. After Henry»s firs t wife died, Henry 

sent their son, Mitsui to Japan to school. Henry then rema rried (a picture 

bride) and had three more children. At the a 0e of twelve, Mitsui was brought 

baok (at Denon*s expense) and his education eas continued he re. Denon was 

partner of Henry in a fairly large nursery on 0. T. Johnson Es tate. Half of 

Denon*s profits he deposited in Mitsui*s account, so Mitsui  at the a^e of twelve 

had #6000. 

TShen Mitsui was twenty, Henry wanted to go baok to Japan and ordered all 

the property sold without arranging for Denon*s half. Hen ry told Mitsui he 

would have to ¿o baok and join the army, (this would have impr oved Henry's status 

in Japan). Mitsui refused (as hs had refused to oontinue his r egistration to 

maintain Japanese citisenship since he was born here). Hen ry threatened to kill 

him. Mitsui appealed to Denon who told -̂ enry to get out of the country or Denon 

would tell police of the threat. Henry left. Mitsui marrie d and stayed here and 

is  fcow  in Bakersfield. 

Ahe clash of Essei and Nesei is very great. From other sourc es, Denon has 

found that Essei fight the ̂ merieanizatita and assimilati on of ¿«esei. It is a 

very tough situation, for the children are brought up to obe y their parents 

implicitly. They are often threatened as was Mitsui. »¿a ay Japanese of dual 

citizenship are really Japanese government employees. S eemingly harmless groups 

(buyers cooperatives, etc.) are agenoies for control of Nes ei. 

�̂  \ � 
Resei are really Americans. 

Carson Estate now to be subdivided. Farm 



No. 612444 

Ben Hayfer, D.V.A. doing  / ^ ^ - v ^ a a  \oe Credit Exchange vs. H.C. Ishigai 

Piled suit February 24, 1942, for $187.95, balance due on op en aooount to 

Superior Produce Co., due and unpaid sinco January 6, 1942. 

To Mobile Motor Servioe, $39.52, due January 29, 1940. 

Produce market, Ranoho Market, attached stands,  fruits  and vegetables, 

and cash register. 

Paid February 24. Total release of attachment on Februar y 24. 

No. 613829 ——— i— 

Hayfer vs. Ono. 

Owed $767 balance. Car attaohed. Japanese had no attorney. 

No. 613949 

Ace vs. Misuguohi. 

Suit filed March 6, 1942, for $226.46 good3, wares, and merch andise owed 

to Market Garage. Attachment on same day  cry*  arch 6. 

March 9 - Collection organisation releases truck. 
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June 15j Theodore Lane, State Department of Employment, In dio, California 

In the Coachella Valley an acute labor shortage is developin g, but is due 

principally to industrial drain rather than evacuation. Evacuation has had its 

effects though for evacuation of fifty Japanese families means loss of from two to 

four hundred laborers. Government projects at Desert Cen ter and Blythe (32 million) 

are the greatest source of trouble. 

Influx of soldiers' wives has greatly increased population  of Indio, but 

hasn't helped the labor situation, though. Reason is that th ey ere office workers, 

not field hands. 

June 15j T. M. Montgomery, Real Estate Broker, Niland (also a farmer). 

Japanese evacuation was definitely ilosirable but will re sult in a decline 

in output of Imperial Valley. Much land around. Niland fo rmerly operated by the I 
Japanese is now vacant. Immediate crop loss was small, th ough, for the Japs har-

vested before evacuation, ^ext year's crops bound to dec rease. 

June 15: 0. L. Powell, Editor, Vvestmoreland Daily Mail. See Andy Prevle, El Centro 

(Supervisor); Baxter Loveland, President of Farm Burea u, El Centro ; 

Maggio Brothers, El Centro (stuck buying Jap properties), S tate 

Department of Employment, 540 State Street; Arthur Schenc k, 540 State 

Street, C. C. Small. 

Evacuation of Japs had little or no effect on crops produced in El Centro. 

All crops harvested before evacuation and all lands still  under cultivation. Most 

new operators took a beating, for they bought Japanese pro perties on basis of profits 

earned by Japs. Japs profits go mostly to labor, though. 

June 15: Judge 0. G. Kellingsworth, Police Judge and J.P. of W estmoreland — also 

farmer 

The different methods of cultivation of Whites from Japs me ans that new 



white operators won't find labor so short. Japs papered and brushed plants (toma-

toes) to get crop to mature early and thus make profit. Whit es don't do this and 

thus don't need so much labor. The same is true of cantaloup es. 

Nevertheless a labor shortage will occur this year. Next ye ar, however, 

things will be well under control — no labor shortage, f or farmers are switching 

to field crops, especially flax. 

New operators are in a bad way because they only took cogniza nce of Jap 

profits. Didn't see importance of utilizing family for labo r. Neither did PSA; 

therefore many loans will probably go bad. 

June : C. H. Small, Federal Reserve Counselor, El Centro . 

Collusionby jSchenck and Small is undoubtedly nonsense. I t was reported 

by Civil Control Station, FSA employers and was investi gated by FBI and by ^ ^ 

of Federal Reserve. There was complete exoneration by bo th YvCCA neral De 

Witt) and by FBI. Small -was a banker here and is now in the in surance business. 

He is intending to leave the valley permanently next year a nd has invested money in 

an Arizona ranch. 

Small believes that the evacuation will lead to the growing of much more 

field crops than previously, principally flax and barley . 

The low price of tomatoes has compiotely ruined new operator s, for new 

operators took over land at price presupposing a fairly good market. Bottom fell 

out (for/t̂ vJ*n,own reasons, possibly org.) and new operat ors are in bad shape. 

Almost all FSA loans will be uncollectable $50,000. 

Small says he personally prevented prosecution under #164 by telling the 

D.A. and Sherciff and other offioials that Japs had to lea ve anyway and that they 

could be prevented from returning. Small argued that all leases becanoelled on 

July 1 of this year but in most cases Japs agreed to cancella tion as of date of 

evacuation. Reason was that almost all of crops planted had b een harvested and they 

had nothing to lose. 

Small believes that return of Japs to valley will be fought by all farmers 
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who wore outcompeted by Japs. All hatred of Japs/due to fact t hat they outproduced 

Whites and prospered. Also cooperation of Japs was pheno menal (agreed to ploughing 

under crops) while whites won't get together. (El Centr o whites agreed not to pack 

#16 tomatoes, but Niland whites sold this size at great p rofit, despite oral admis-

sion that they would follow El Centro policies.) 

Small, like all Federal Reserve employees, advised all Jap s to get rid 

of everything and store nothing. As a result, all personal property of Japs has 

been dissipated. 

June 16: Arthur Schenck, FSA Agent, El Centro. 

Sohenok's chief kick is that FSA civil control employees  wouldn't cooperate. 

They actually asked Schenck's assistant, Van Doren, to lea ve Rrawley offioe. Refused 

to accept advice from Sohenck and openly accused Schenck of collusion. Sohenok's 

conference with Tarlock and Tittlebaum was useless becaus e latter were drunk. 

Sohenok says that he advised Japs that cooperation was the ir only salva-

tion and that ho fostered the scheme of Kay K. Nashimura to buy  Colorado land for 

a larre coop. Schenck has heard reports and seen Japs in the  desert between Niland 

and Blythe (he says). Some ten were picked up by FBI at Twe nty-Nine Palms. None 

of them have, or seem to have any visible means of support and  must be Jap agents 

on Japanese Government pay (seems to be a hallucination of Sc henck*s). 

Schenck is a "Japophobe" and doesn't trust anyone. Nishimu ra is an L.A. 

Jap who oame down here to get Hottville Japs and El Centro Ja ps to act as a unit. 

He succeeded, but with the aid of Japanese Government money . Nishimura is not a 

farmer or a sooially conscious philanthropic individual b ut one who is moved by de-

sires to maintain the unity of feeling of Japs. 

Nishimura admitted that his was not a desire to help fanner s, but a 

desire to help Japanese maintain selves as an independent gr oup. His activities 

reported to Sherman of FBI by Schenck and Van Doren, but not hing done. 



June 16: Minutes of the Board of Supervisors, February 16 , 1942 (County Clerk's 

Office). 

Robert Ware, Sheriff; B. A. Harrigan, Agricultural Commis sionerj Rudolph 

Miller, Secretary of the Agricultural Conservation Associ ation; and Frank Blysohley, 

Imperial County Farm Advisor gave oral, unrecorded testimo ny in favor of #154. 

Said purpose was to protest public health and safety. (Sm all— above — 

said he heard admissions it was to rid the valley of tough  competition). These 

minutes not startling. 

June 16: Rudolph Miller, Secretary of Agricultural Conserv ation Association. 

Miller admits that he hates Japs and said he advised Superi visors to 

run Japs out. Japs stopped paying outstanding obligations last September. They 

didn't plant as much as usual and then only quick maturing crops. They didn't 

fertilize and yeild per acre much below that of previous ye ars. Was subtle 

sabotage. 

Like other Imperial Valley men ho expects a change in cro ps. He says 

that this will prevent occurrence of serious labor shortag e. Switch to flax and 

barley. Beets, truck, etc. will decline tremendously. 

He says the Valley people hate Hindus worse than Japs but 154 w as aimed 

to take advantage of general feeling against Japs; Hindus  will be taken care of later. 

June 16: B. A. Harritran (Red), Agricultural Commissioner. ' 

A typical politician and altogether too willing to show me what happened 

to Japanese farms. Offers car and guide to take me out to int erview certain new 

operators. 

Harrigan is one of "Court House Gang" who is a large landown er in this 

valley and a farmer. Says he'll fight Japs' return in every wa y. Japs only tried 

to beat the market and never contributed an appreciable amo unt to the "essential" 

agricultural output of Imperial Valley. Now operators will switoh to field crops 

and won't produce truck till prices rise and are stabilize d. He told supervisors to 



rid oounty of Japs at any price, Jap labor was successful on ly in obtaining a crop 

several weeks in advance of general supply. Whites won't do this (aren't greedy), 

and therefore, labor situation not bad because of Japanese evacuation. Defense drain 

is serious, though. Harrigan has 100 Mexicans willing to c ross border and go to work, 

but he can't get Immigration clearance. 

June 16s Mr. Van Doren, Assistant to Schenck. 

Van Doren is an old timer here and is acquainted with politi cs here. 

At first Schenck failed to get any help from Miller, Harrigan , and 

Blyschley, but later, through influence of Small, they com e around. Evidently 

Schenck has been somewhat misled by the "Courthouse Gang" a nd therefore doesn't see 

all that goes on. Harrigan undoubtedly took up much land (u sing dummies) and will 

be a tremendous power henceforth. 

Van Doren says that Miller, Harrigan, Were, and Blyschley w ork hand in 

glove, and are really in domination over the agricultural si tuation here. 

He also says that evidence of the work of these men behind ne w operators 

is that the latter in many cases are not farmers at all and are  not interested in 

making a go of lands taken over. They are merely window d ressing for Japs. 

On the other hand the hatred of Whites by Japs is intense. I n one case 

(Uyechi of Niland) 20 acres of crops were sabotag-ed. It isn *t loyalty to Japan, 

but hatred of Imperial Valley whites. 

J®PS hy Filipinos took place about December 8 at Brawley. No 

one ever took the trouble to  investipate.  Sheriff Ware was contacted but wasn't 

interested end didn't investigate. Evidently this was us ed by Whites — "Courthouse 

Gang" — to scare Japs. 

Hottville Coop started as a producers coop and was highly su ccessful. 

However, Van Doren doesn't believe that Nishiraura*s effor ts arose out of eoononic 

beliefs. Nishimura is an urban Jap from L.A. — sent down her e not to help Hottville 

outfit, but to maintain solidarity of all Japs in this oounty . Evidently he is sup-

ported by Lyle Obyashi (director) and by Japanese Governmen t. 



Van Doren is on the fence between Sohenck and FSA civil co ntrol crew. 

Ee says that the civil control crew refused to accept his h elp on the evacuation and 

that in many cases reports to them were lies  (Uyechi,  for example, didn't report 

that 20 acres of crops were lost) and that as a result, there w ill be contradictory 

reports. He believes that Schenck is absolutely honest, b ut that he fails to look 

at things in a realistio light. (I agree, for was in Mexical i for six hours tonight 

with Sohenck drinking beer and talking). Schenck, for exa mple, didn't believe that 

Japs wouldn't lie about farm machinery. However, since evac uation, several (three) 

tractors have been found abandoned and locked up in garages. These were never 

reported. 

Van Doren says that most of FSA loans were made to dishone st and altogether 

unreliable parties. Almost entire FSA loan program will go bad. These new opera-

tors are undoubtedly acting for Harrifran et al (either bec ause of future monetary 

gains or because the speed with whioh Jap farms are taken up " prove" the fact that 

Japs are not needed and should never be allowed to return). 

Today I heard directly that a new operator (FSA mortgapee ) was selling 

off posts and wire upon which FSA had lien and had granted no release. 

June 16: Charles Freedman, large Jewish packer and shipper o f El Centro. ( ^ would 

have something to lo3e from evacuation of Japs — truck crops ) 

Even Freedman is in favor of keeping Japs out forever. He say s that 

despite the fact that his business may likely deoline due t o evacuation and decline 

of truck crops, he favors evacuation. Says, however, that  Jap willi ¡gness to organize 

and cooperate (Hottville) is dangerous. Evidently such a m an as this, though not of 

the "Courthouse Gang" has something to fear from agricultur al cooperation. He can't 

squeeze Japs, but can't squeeze whites. He'll be likely to handle a larger volume 

of goods with the Japs gone than before even though less tru ck is grown. 

He is now paying $.85 per hour for shed help. Higher than ever  before. 

He says that this high labor price is not an insurmountable ob stacle, so long as 

enough is grown (evidently so long as crop is so large that p rice is low and can 



be sold). The growers (white) take the beating whereas Japs d idn't and curtailed 

flow of produce through packing sheds. 

June 17: Louis Hausmarm, Manager, American Fruit Growers Association, Brawley. 

Handles only mellons. Evacuation of Japs will have no ef fect on growers 

of mellons and no effect on other crops in valley either. Wh ites can ?;row anything 

at less money cost than Japs beoausn they will handle large r amounts of land, and 

because they only prow the money crop. Don't try to make subsi stence, too. 

June 17: Louis Russo, Brawley, Larp-e independent vegeta ble packer 

(especially tomatoes) 

He directly contradicts Hausmann above and says that Japs are by far the 

best farmers and can grow anything at less cost than whites . High costs are due to 

fact that some Japs cultivate intensively for early matura tion. 

Labor shortage is much more serious than is commonly suppos ed and evacua-

tion of Jape had much greater effect, too. Evacuation of 1 ,200 Japs agricultural 

workers (man, women, and ohildren) wouldn't be so bad except that these 1,200 worked 

as much as 18 hours per day at peak. A white will never work over 10, and a Mexican 

even less. Therefore, the equivalent of about 2,000 to p hands have been lost. 

Mexicans won't be satisfactory at all for even now Russo is f orced to take 

poorer class Mexicans. The more you pay, the less they want to work (backward 

swinging S curve) and supervisory costs rise perceptibly . 

Russo has always bought from Japs because their produce is fa r tho best 

and is always ready on time, How Russo forced to take over  Jap farms to assure a 

crop to pack. Did so on commission basis but bought much Japanese equipment. 

When agreements were made, he kept Japs on, and Japs never sabotaged 

anything, ¿apt  U p efforts to get early crop. In the purchase of equipment, R usso 

bought much dupliC-̂ /vuv.*? maohinery and has an oversupp ly of $15,000 worth. He can't 

make money this year but has kept farms intact. I think he wan ts Japs back, but is 

only one out of all interviewed. 
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He is an Italian, and can't be the superpatriot that Heald (D.A.) Harrigan 

and  the other legionnaires can. He has gambled considerable money in hopes that 

his growers can and will return. 

June 17: L. W. Hawk, U.S.D.A. War Board. 

Another patriot. Hates «Japs, doesn't ever want them baok j says that switch 

to flax will be tremendous next year. Other crops require t oo much labor; sugar 

beets can't too much because of lack of extraction plants. Mexicans are no 

answer to labor situation. 

The situation of the white farmers in Imperial Valley is tou gh, but is 

due to their own dishonesty. Says Japs cooperated and held acreage down, but whites 

though they agree to do so, break their agreements. 

They are financed often by Chicago Merchants who force large crops. Non-

sense, Van Doren says. 

June 17s Reginald Knox, Jr., Attorney, Rehkoff Building, E l Centro. 

Romano case stinks. Small incompetent but not dishonest. Sc henck too 

willing a cooperator. Schenck made mistake telling Jap s to sell out too soon. 

Evacuation came long after Schenck started advising sales . Japs liquidating earliest 

lost large profits on early tomatoes, and white operators ga ined. Japs who held 

on till last ditch sold out and white operators  7 >ho bought lost heavily for the 

market broke. 

D.A. used #154 as a club against ignorant Japs. Japs who hir ed attorney s 

were lucky for no attorney in the county recognised 154 as be inr valid. This 

ordnance used often to force Japs to submit. Small admitt ed that it was used in 

Homano case. 

June 18: Ralph M. Gelvin, Assistant Director, Poston. 

Potential area is 80,000 acres. Indian Service planned 25- year project. 

Now will be done in 5 years. 

Indian Service has a social conscious attitude which mak es them pals of 



the Japs. It is wonderful cooperation. Personnel is best ava ilable to do the 

,1ob. Greatest difficulties due to lack of equipment and b uildings. All neoessary 

skills available. 

Only difficulties fall between a^e groups. Issci often ca n't read Eng-

lish. Norris James, manager of publicity in camp, has ne ws briefs and camp news 

translated. Issei kick about living conditions and are badl y worried about Nisei 

morals. Often in one apartment are men and girl̂  and permisc uity is common. Dr. 

John Powell (Ph.D., Michigan, in Philosophy), head of ed ucation, favors birth oon-

trol information to every sexually mature person. Plans to use fear of reproduction 

to pet permission and equipment to do so. Causes can't be rem oved so only thing 

is to cushion results. 

June 18: Powell, John 

Greatest difficulties lie in convincing Japs that this i s not a temporary 

thing, ¿¿any yet refuse to unpack suitcases. This prevents successful cooperation 

in education, agriculture, industry, etc. 

June 18i H. A. Mathiesen and Harry Kumaogai. 

Mathiesen is Economic Director and plans and both the agric ulture 

and industry, and stores of the community. An excellent ma n for the job. Knows 

innumerable Japs well and has their confidence. They brine ; kioks about anything 

to him. 

General plan is to fit the agriculture and the industries to t he skills 

available . All skills represented but unfortunately is an excess of merchants 

(from L.A.). 

Agriculture isn't going to be too difficult to start for cl imate and soil 

is much like Imperial Valley, home of a large number. Japs want to raise much g 

vegetables, for they miss thes^ tremendously. Also will rai se alfalfa, but will 

attempt to stay away from crops which they can use at least at first. Are going 

eventually to raise fish to eat. 



Factories more difficult for plant (buildings) not availa ble. Also no 

equipment there. Japs are willing to bring in own (mainly privately stored — Small 

almost required this) if costs of shipping and depreciati on are paid. So far, WRA 

hasn't done this. 

Stores are all on community basis,.and there is a fight to ma ke coops out 

of them. 

Kumagai is an excellent source of information. Will mail us anything we 

want on this subject. 

June 18: Lyle Kurusaki (prominent and wealthy El Centro Jap) , head of Hottville 

Coop and manager of Agriculture (under Mathiesen) at Posto n. 

Schenck really did help the Japs and forced several deals t hrough in 

their favor. Small may be honest and sincere, but he has too  long been exposed to 

Imperial Valley and therefore was no help. 

Kurusaki lays blame for whole trouble in Imperial Valley  on Harrigan, 

Heald, Biyschley, and Miller. These men were instrumenta l in getting #154 through 

and their man Heald used it to bludgeon Japs down. Harriga n admitted this in case 

below. 

Bud Ansyln (Brawley and Santa Maria) dealt with Imagu for 
a ten-acre tomato farm for $100 per acre. Lyle asked Bud t o go 
to Harrigan and ask what he (Harrigan) thought of the deal. B ud 
went, and Harrigan told him not to be foolish, but to wait and 
they'd drive the prioe3 down to nothing. (Jim Mollioa of Le vy 
Zentner can varify this). 

Most of Jap difficulties attributable to the rumors prior t o evacuation, 

some undoubtedly fostered by whites, and some by Japs. As ex ample of latter: 

K. C. Iwanta, general manager of South Ivy Growers Coop went t o 
I,.A. and heard rumor that evacuation starting next wee k in El Centro. 
He phoned Nakamoto Seed Store and told Nakamoto to tell all So uth 
Ivy growers to quit everything. They did so and several da ys passed 
before they returned to work. Registration under 154 cams at crucial 
time for Jap growers and caused tremendous losses. 

Robert Shimamoto owned 80 acres in mellons and tomatoes. T en acres 
were leased to Kikumoto, an alien. D.A. called Shimamoto a nd told him 
154 was being violated and to cancel the lease. Owner refus ed, and D.A. 
did nothing (Owner would have fought.). 



Bob Wilson, Farm Produce Co. of Brawley, hired Aisawa as manager of 
farm. D.A. forced Wilson by threat of 164 to fire Aizawa. 

Kay K. Nishimura and Lyle Kurusaki both feel that payment of i n-
centive wages necessary in order for satisfactory work. Issei es-
pecially kick at flat rates. 

Hottville Coop had too many current liabilities and couldn 't 
sell out. Levy Zentner took over on commission basis. 

June 18t Kay K. Nishimura, Block 56, Building 8, Apartment B, Poston. 

Kay K. Nishimura has begun to shy away from Colorado Coop b ecause he 

says it will split up Poston camp and too many of best Imperi al farmers would leave. 

He wants to see Poston prosper through Jap efforts just as Imp erial did, he says. 

Evidently he has stopped talking about this in camp, for Jim Katayama 

(one of Mathiesen's chief farmers) said the whole thing was off. This isn't true 

because I saw a letter just received today from Governor of Colorado that he, the 

Governor, would do whatever WRA. said. He wouldn't oppose J ap purchase. 

June 18: All the men below offer to help us in any way possibl e. 

Dr. John Powell, Director of Recreation 
Mr. E. A. Mathiesen, Director of Agriculture and Indust ry 
Mr. Norris James, Director of Publicity 
Mr. Lyle Kurusaki (Farms) 
Mr. Harry Kumagai (Industry) 
Mr. Jim Katayama (Farms) 

They will get information of all kinds but have much dope on their 
sp 

special fields. It might be interesting to keep contact wi th Kay Nishimura too. 

(He's first to sue for divorce at Poston). 

June  22 j  Leon Brown, Attorney — Presiding. 

It has been seven weeks and s-cill Judge Desmond refuses to s et the case 

for trial despite fact that under law this case should take precedence on the 

Docket. 

Judge says he has written several tines but has no reply from Biddle 

yet. Brown is plaintiff, not attorney of record, but Gold  ^  is. 

Brown says they will get a writ of mandate forcing Desmond  to set case. 
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June 22: L. F. Haamel, Union B ank and Trust Co, (Little Tokyo Group). 

1. Assessor, Nurin refused to reassess the property hut su ggests that 
owners go to Board of Equity. 

2. Agree to institutional advertising, assessing owners $ .50 per front 
foot on East First Street property and $.25 per front foot  for side 
streets. Only one of the entire group refused to pay upi He owned 
property just on fringe of Little Tokyo and has already re nted it. 

3. Hotel rooms are being rented but by the lowest olass of peo ple. Some 
prostitutes. Stores are absolutely vacant still. 

4. L. V. Beech rented one piece of property to a negro. Only did it be-
cause Jap owner in very straightened circumstances. Whole group 
reaffirmed position that negroes should be excluded. 

June 22i Clyde Shoemaker» Assistant D.A. 

Won11 divulge information on prosecution under "Their ̂ ands Ac t." Prose-

cution will start before July 20, however. 

June 22i Dr. C. J. Taft, American Civil Liberties Union, 257 S. Spring Street. 

Files oonsist merely of newspaper clippings and copies of l etters sent 

to Roosevelt. Can all be obtained from Bessig, 216 Pine St., S .F. 


