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M a r c h 6 , 1 9 4 2 

Pr esi dent Fr ankl i n D. Roosevel t 

The Whi te House 

Washi ngton, D. C. 

Dear Mr . Roosevel t : 

Oswald Garrison Villard 

Treasurer 

Man- W. Hillyer 

Executive Director 
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I have been i nstructed, "by our Governi ng Committee 

to send you the fol l owi ng resol ut i on whi ch was unani mousl y 

adopted at our meet i ng thi s week: 

«Recogni zi ng the real  danger of subversi ve act i vi t i es 

among al i ens of the West Coast , we never thel ess bel i eve 

that the Pr esi dent i al  order gi vi ng power to general s i n 

command of mi l i t ar y departments to evacuate any or al l  

al i ens or ci t i zens from any di st r i ct s whi ch may be desi g-

nated as mi l i t ar y const i tutes a danger to Ameri can freedom 

and to her reputat i on for f ai r pl ay throughout the wor l d 

far greater than any danger whi ch i t i s desi gned to cur e. 

We, t her efor e, ask the Pr esi dent for a modi f i cat i on of 

the order so t hat , at the l east , evacuat i on of c i t i zens wi l l  

depend upon evi dence i mmedi atel y appl i cabl e to the per son 

or persons evacuated. I n the meanwhi l e, we cal l  upon our 

members and al l  l over s of j ust i ce and f ai r pl ay throu î out 

the Uni t ed St at es, and par t i cul ar l y on the West Coast , to 

use t hei r i nf l uence agai nst the whol esal e exerci se of a 

mi l i t ar y power hur t ful  not onl y to the true standards of 

democracy and humani ty but al so to the product i on of proper 

foodst uf fs at a time of wor l d hunger . Fi nal l y, we pl edge 

our support to any test of the const i t ut i onal i t y of the 

or der ." 

We appreci ate your heavy r esponsi bi l i t i es and your 

anxi ety of the si tuat i on on the West Coast but we do hope 

you wi l l  gi ve as much at tent i on as possi bl e to thi s del i cat e 

probl em. 

I U K i ^ ^ J ^ -

/ \ I -OTPARTMtNl Uf IMS'H -

Y DIVISION  (:F R ^ O K Q s __ 

ncer el y, 

Mary If. Hi l l yer , 

Execut i ve Di rector 
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Oswal d Garr i son Vi l l ar d, Treasurer 

Mary W» Hi l l yer , Execut i ve Di rector 

Apr i l  23, 1942 

My dear Dr . Tayl or : 

I am sure you are deepl y di sturbed over the treatment 

of J apanese al i ens and ci t i zens who are as devoted t o our American 

i deal s of democracy as any of us. Because we see a dangerous t rend 

on the West coast , we feel  i t i s i mperat i ve, i f possi bl e, to work 

for a more j ust and i ndi vi dual  procedure. Thi s i s especi al l y urgent 

as the West coast may become a precedent for the East coast» 

Wi th t hi s note, I am encl osi ng a l et ter we are sending 

to President Roosevel t . We are i nvi t i ng you to j oi n the or i gi nal  

si gners of the l et t er : 

Al f red M. Bingham Rfc� Rev. Mons. Li ugi G. Li gut t i  

J ohn Dewey Rei nhol d Neibuhr 

Harry Einerson Fosdi ck Cl arence E. Pi ckett 

Mary W. Hi l l yer Harol d Rugg 

J ohn Haynes Holmes ' Norman Thomas 

J ames Wood J ohnson Oswal d Garr i son Vi l l ar d 

When we hear from you, the l et ter , wi th hundreds of si gnatures, wi l l  

be sent to the Pr esi dent . We bel i eve that thi s wi l l  be an ef fect i ve 

way of i nformi ng Mr» Roosevel t t hat , even as we appreci ate hi s probl em, 

we are desperatel y concerned l est we sl i p i nto the pi t f al l  of Nazi raee 

i deol gy» 

I am encl osi ng a postal  whi ch I hope you wi l l  send me by 

return mai l  i ndi cat i ng that you are wi l l i ng to sign the l et ter» 

Si ncer el y, 

(si gned) Mary W. Hi l l yer 

Mary W. Hi l l yer 
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Oswald Garrison Villard 

Treasurer 

Mary W. Hillyer 

Executive Director 

FOR RELEASE 
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HEARING £l TH ROOSEVELT ON J .HP :̂3ESE PROBLEM REQUESTED BY POST; waR .»OBLi) COUNCIL 

a hear i ng wi t h P r es i dent  Roosevel t  was r equest ed t oday by t he Pos t  war  Wor l d 

Counc i l  t o di s c us s t he p l i ght  of  t he J apanese on t he "west  Coas t , Thi s r equest  

was made publ i c by Mar y Hi l l y er , Execut i ve Di r ec t or  of  t he Pos t  War  wor l d 

Counc i l , i n a l et t er  to t he pr es i dent ® 

At  t he same t i me, Mi ss Hi l l y er  f or war ded t o Mr , Roosevel t  200 s i gnat ur es o f  

men and women t hr oughout  t he count r y who ar e r eques t i ng t he pr es i dent  to set  up 

c i v i l i an hear i ng boar ds to det er mi ne t he l oyal t y o f  t he J apanese« 

Among t he s i gner s ar e? Edi t h Abbot t , ' Dean, School  o f  Soc i al  Ser v i ce admi n-

i s t r at i on. Uni v er s i t y o f  Chi cago1; Hel en H, Bear ds l ey , Execut i ve Commi t t ee, Amer i can 

Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on, Los n̂gel eS; J ohn Bear ds l ey , J udge, Los «.ngel es ; Er nes t  

Bes i g, Di r ec t or , .uner i can Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on, San F r anc i sco? F r anz Boas , 

Col umbi a Uni ver s i t y? Raymond Boot h, Exec ut i ve, Amer i can F r i ends Ser v i ce Commi t t ee, 

Los Angel es-  S. Pe Br eckenr i dge, Uni v er s i t y of  Chi cago, Kennet h I * Br own, P r es i dent , 

Deni son Uni v er s i t y , Gr anv i l l e, Ohi o ; E . W. Camp, Lawyer , Los Angel es ; Geor ge A* 

Coe, Fai r mont , Cal i f o r n i a; Ned H* Dear bor n, Dean of  *Aul t  Educat i on, New Yor k 

Uni ver s i t y ; J ohn Dos Passos , Wr i t er , Pr ov i ncet own, Massachuset t s? W«E0 DuBo i s , 

At l ant a Uni v er s i t y ; Chr i s t opher  R, E l i o t , Cambr i dge, Massachuset t s ; J ohn F , 

F i ner t y , At t or ney , New Yor k ; Dor ot hy Canf i el d F i s her , Wr i t er , Ar l i ngt on, Ver mont ; 

Leo Gal l agher , at t o r ney , Los n̂gel es ; H, J o Gi bbons , I nt er nat i onal  Repr es ent at i ve, 

Uni t ed Ret ai l , whol esal e & Depar t ment  St or e Empl oyees o f  Amer i ca« 

(mor e) 
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Est her  F i ske Hammond, Sant a Bar bar a, Cal i f o r ni a; Si dney Hook, New Yor k Uni ver s i t y? 

J ames H. Huber t , Ur ban League; BeW. Huebsch, Publ i s her ; St anl ey Ar mst r ong Hunger , 

St . J ohn's Pr esbyt er i an Chur ch, Ber kel ey, Cal i f o r ni a; J osephi ne J ohnson, novel i s t , 

I owa Ci t y , I owa; Ar t hur  I . L el yvel d, Rabbi , Or ^a , Nebr aska; Max Ler ner , pr of essor , 

Wi l l i ams Col l ege, Wi l l i amst own, Massachuset t s ; Eduar d C« £i ndemanr  New Yor k School  

of  Soc i al  Wor k; Hugh E , Macbet h, Los Angel es , Cal i f o r ni a; Dwi ght  Macdonal d, Edi t or , 

Par t i son Revi ew; Fr ank McCal l i s t er , Sout her n Secr et ar y. Wor ker s Def ense League; 

Br oadus Mi t chel l , Economi st , Wendel l , Massachuset t s; E l i zabet h Page, aut hor , 

Los Angel es , Cal i f o r ni a; F r eder i ck D, Pat t er son, Pr es i dent , Tuskegse I ns t i t ut e, 

Al abama; Adam Cl ayt on Powel l , J r . , Counci l man, New Yor k Ci t y ; A� Phi l i p Randol ph, 

P r es i dent , Br ot her hood of  Sl eepi ng Car  por t er s ; F r eder i ck L* Redef er , Execut i ve 

Secr et ar y , Pr ogr ess i ve Educat i on Assoc i at i on; Rober t  Sear l e, Chai r man, Coor di n-

at i ng Commi t t ee f or  Democr at i c Ac t i on; Mar k St ar r , Educat i onal  Di r ec t or , I nt er -

nat i onal  Ladi es Gar ment  Wor ker s Uni on; Dr , Cl i nt on J c Taf t , Di r ec t or , Amer i can 

Gi v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on, Los Angel es ; Channi ng H* Tobi as* Seni or  Secr et ar y, Col or ed 

Wor k Depar t ment , Nat i onal  Counci l  of  t he YMCa'S? J ames Wal l ace  ̂ Bus i ness Man and 

Chur ch Leader , LvS Angel es ; Newman I » ««hi t e, pr of essor , Duke Uni ver s i t y , Dur ham, 

B.C. 

The f ul l  t ext  of  k i s s Hi l l y er ' s l et t er  f o l l ows! 

»1 have t he honor  to send you one- hundr ed addi t i onal  s i gnat ur es of  di s t i n-

gui shed men and women t hr oughout  t he count r y who ar e r equest i ng you, i n t he en- r-

c l osed l et t er , to set  up hear i ng boar ds f or  Amer i can c i t i zens of  J apanese o r i gi n 

and J apanese al i ens on the West  Coast » These s i gnat ur es suppl ement  t he ones we 

sent  you l as t  week» 

"Wi t h t hi s l et t er  comes a r equest  f r om t he Post  War  Wor l d Counci l  f or  a 

hear i ng wi t h you to di scuss t he pr ess i ng pr obl em of  t he J apanese on t he West  

Coast  wi t h a f ew of  t he s i gner s of  our  l et t er , 

"We appr ec i at e t he many and d i f f i c u l t  quest i ons you have at  hand, but  we 

bel i eve our  own democr acy i s t hr eat ened by t hi s aggr avat i ng s i t uat i on and hope 

ver y much t hat  we may hear  f r om you adv i s i ng us of  t he t i me f or  an appoi nt ment ." 

Let t er  t o Mr« Roosevel t  i s al so at t ached» 

THFif ffffiffffflt'ffli' 
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Edi t h Abbot t ,Dean, School  of  Soc i al  Ser vi ce Admi ni s t r at i on, Uni ver s i t y of  Chi cago, 

Mr s . G. E . Andr us, Boul der , Col or ado. 

Bedr os K . Apel i an, The Chur ch i n Radbur n, F ai r  Lawn, New J er sey . 
Cyr us LeRoy Bal dr i dge, Ar t i s t : ¡¿ember  Wi l l ar d St r ai ght  Pos t , Amer i can Legi on. 

E l f i e R, Beal e, Sant a Bar bar a, Cal i f o r ni a. # 

Hel en M. Bear ds l ey , Execut i ve Commi t t ee, Amer i can Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on, Los 
Angel es* 

J ohn Bear ds l ey , J udge, Los Angel es , Cal i f o r ni a. 

Rat h Benedi c t , Col umbi a Uni ver s i t y . 

Car l  B. Benson, M.D. , Modest o, Cal i f or ni a« 

Emma C. Benson, Modest o, Cal i f o r ni a, 

Er nest  Bes i g, Di r ec t or , Amer i can Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on, San F r anc i sco. 

Al f r ed E . Bi ngham, Edi t or , Common Sense. 

F r anz Boas, Col umbi a Uni ver s i t y . . 
Raymond Boot h, Execut i ve, Amer i can F r i ends Ser vi ce Commi t t ee, Los Angel es . 
Dwi ght  J . Br adl ey , Execut i ve Di r ec t or , Counci l  f or  Soc i al  ac t i on of  t he 

Congr egat i onal  Chr i s t i an Chur ches. 

Mar gar et  Br anscombe, Uni ver s i t y of  Chi cago. 

S. P . Br eckenr i dge, Uni ver s i t y of  Chi cago. 

Ol i v er  Har t  Br onson, Sant a Bar bar a, Cal i f o r ni a. 
Kennet h I . Br own, Pr es i dent , Deni son Uni ver s i t y , Gr anv i l l e, Ohi o. 

Edna S. Bur net t , Modest o, Cal i f o r ni a. 

A. M. But l er , Dows, I owa. 

E . W. Camp, Lawyer , Los Angel es . 

Car l  Car mer , aut hor ; Poet . 

Mr s . H. M. Chamber l i n, Bel  bi t , Wi scons i n. 

Wi l l  Chasan, Wr i t er . 
Tr aver s Cl ement , Execut i ve Secr et ar y, Soc i al i s t  Par t y . 

Geor ge A. Coe, Fai r mont , Cal i f o r ni a. . . . 

Wayne M. Co l l i ns , At t or ney, San F r anc i sco, Cal i f o r ni a. 

Mr s . Ed Col man, Ri chl and Cour t , Mi l waukee, Wi scons i n. 

J ean Conk l i n, New Yor k . 

El ber t  Moor e Conover , New Yor k . 

Al ber t  Spr ague Cool i dge, Har var d Uni ver s i t y , Cambr i dge, Massachuset t s . 

I sabel  H. Cor cor an, Buf fal o- , New Yor k . 

Paul  Cot t on, Por t l and, Or egon. 
Geor ge S. Count s, P r es i dent , Amer i can Feder at i on of  Teacher s . 

Count ee Cul l en, Poet . 
J anet  Dani el , New Yor k Ci t y . 

Mar k L . Dawber , New Yor k Ci t y 
Ned N. Dear bor n, Dean of  Adul t  Educat i on, New Yor k Uni ver s i t y , 

Mar  gar  e ^De Si l ver , Member , Gover ni ng Commi t t ee Post  War  Wo 
Dor ot hy Det zer , Execut i ve Secr et ar y, Women's I nt er nat i onal  League f or  Peace 

and Fr eedom. 

J ohn Dewey, phi l osopher , Key West , F l o r i da. 

Wi t her spoon Dodge, At l ant a, Geor gi a, 

Fr ances Doher t y, Madi son, New J er s ey . 
J ohn Dos Passos , Wr i t er , pr ov i ncet own, Massachuset t s . 

Mar j or i e Dr at h, Oakl and, Cal i f o r ni a. 

Ph i l l i p V. Dr at h, Oak l and, Cal i f o r ni a. 

W. E . DuBoi s, At l ant a Uni ver s i t y . 

Max East man, Cr i t i c ; Aut hor . 

J us t us Eber t , Edi t o r , L i t hogr apher s J our nal . 

Sher wood Eddy, Aut hor . 

I r wi n Edman, Col umbi a Uni ver s i t y . 

Chr i st opher  R. E l i o t , Cambr i dge, Massachuset t s . 

Davi d F el i x , Lawyer , Phi l adel phi a, Pennsy l vani a. 



J ohn F . F i ner t y, At t or ney, New Yor k, 

Dor ot hy Canf i el d F i sher , «r i t er , Ar l i ngt on, Ver mont , 

Henr y For man. Col umbus. Ohio-

Sal l i e Te Fornan-  Col umbus, Ohi o . 

Mr  s� Har r y Emer son Fos.l : cl cf  

Har r y Emer son Fosdi ck ? Ri ver s i de Chur ch. 

E. F r ankl i n F r azi er , Howar d Uni ver s i t y , Washi ngt on, D.O. 

Samuel  H. Fr i edman> Edi t or .  ̂ Cal l , 

Var i an Fr y. Spec i al  Repr esent at i ve. Emer gency Rescue Commi t t ee. 

Leo Gal l agher , At t er ney, L ŝ Angel es , Cal i f o r ni a. 

Ant on Gar den, Chi cagos I l l i noi s ., H. J . Gi bbons, I nt er nat i onal  Repr esent at i ve, Uni t ed Ret ai l , Whol esal e & 

 ̂ ' Depar t ment  St or e Empl oyees of  Amer i ca. 

Ar on S. Gi l mar t i n, Uni t ar i an Chur ch of  Our  Fat her , Newbur gh, New Yor k. 

Ar t ur o Gi ovanni t t i , I t al i an Labor  Bur eau. 
J oseph G. Gl ass , At t or ney, 

Dor ot hy Gl eason, Modest o, Cal i f o r ni a. 

Omar  and Ry l l i s Al exander  Gos l i n, For ei gn Pol i cy Assoc i at i on. 

Mr s. B* M« Gr af , Modest o, Cal i f or ni a« 

Fr ank P . Gr aham, Pr es i dent , Uni ver s i t y of  Nor t h Car ol i na* 

J ohn C. Gr anber y, Edi t or , The Emanci pat or , San Ant oni o, Texas. P f l l i f o r n i a 

Rev. Oscar  F . Gr een. Rect or , ¿11 Sai nt s Epi scopal  Chur ch, Pal o Al t o , Cal i f o r ni a. 

Cl ement  Gr eenber g, L i t er ar y Cr i t i c , Edi t or , Par t i san Revi ew. 

H. M. Green»?, Madi son, New J er sey« 
Mar y Hal l i cLay, Sant a Bar bar a, Cal i f o r ni a. . n ~ c 

Al ber t  Hami l t on, Washi ngt on Repr esent at i ve, The Cal l , Washi ngt on, D.C. 

Est her  F i ske Hammondj  Sant a Bar bar a, Cal i f o r ni a. 

Char l es Yal e Har?i soi ci { is* i t er . 

Agnes H. Har t er , Veni ce, Cal i f o r ni a. 

Rober t  Hegi er , Buck Cr eek Camp, Mar i on, Nor t h Car ol i na. 

Eduar d Hei mann* New Yor k Uni ver s i t y . 

Rebekah G, Henshaw, pr ovi dence, Rhode I s l and. 

Si dney Her t zher g, Wr i t er . 
Mar y w. Hi l l yer , Execut i ve Di r ec t or ,Pos t  mar  ..or l d Counci l . 

Geor ge G. Hol l i ngshead, J er sey Ci t y , New J er sey , p* 
J esse Ho Hol mes, Pr of essor  Emer i t us, Swar t hmor e Col l ege, Swar t hmor e, Pa. 

J ohn Haynea Hol mes, Communi ty Chur ch. 

Si dney Hook0 New Yor k Uni ver s i t y . 

J ames K* Huber t , Ur ban League. 

B. M« Huebschj  Publ i sher « 
Al l an Aw Hunt er , Hol l ywood, Cal i f or ni a. � , , _ . � 
St anl ey Ar mst r ong Hu ê r , ^J o h n ' s Pr esbyt er i an Chur ch, Ber kel ey, Cal i f or ni a* 

Mar gar et  N* J ackson, Sant a Bar bar a, Cal i f o r ni a. 

Phi l i p Cr  J essup. Pr of essor , Col umbi a Uni ver s i t y . 

J ai r .es Wood J ohnson, wr i t er « 

J osephi ne J ohnson, Novel i s t , I owa Ci t y, I owa, 

Fl or ence J onas , New Yor k Ci t y . 

Har ol d J » J onas. New Yor k Ci t y . 
Rev. Rober t  0. Kevi n, P h .D. , Vi r gi ni a Theol ogi cal  Semi nar y, Washi ngt on. D.C. 

Dr . Mi l t on R. Konv i t z, Newar k. New J er sey. 
Maynar d C. Kr ueger , Pr of essor , Uni ver s i t y of  Chi cago. 

Har r y £ i ^ ^ l ^ o � ^ * " � * « * � 
Counci l man* New Yor k Ci t y. 

Rev. Leon Rosser  Land, New Yor k Ci t y« 

Layl e Lane, Vi ce- Pr esi dent , n e r i c a * Feder at i on of  Teacher s, 

Ar t hur  I . Lel yvel d, Rabbi , Omaha, Nebr aska, 
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Max Ler ner , Pr of essor , »»i l l i ams Col l ege, Massachuset t s. 

Aar on Levenst ei n, Economi st . 

Al f r ed Baker  Lewi s , Di st i ngui shed. L i ber al ; Member  Boar d of  di r ect or s , 

Nat i onal  assoc i at i on f or  t he Advancement  of  Col or ed Peopl e, 

Fr eder i ck J . L i bby, Execut i ve Secr et ar y, Nat i onal  Counci l  f or  t he Pr event i on 

'of  War , Washi ngt on, D.C. 

Maxi m Li eber  

E t , Rev,. Möns, L i ugi  a, L i gut t i , Exec, Secy, Nat l , Cat hol i c Sur al  L i f e Conf »r  

Des Moi nes, I owa. 

Eduar d C, Li ndeman, New Yor k School  of  Soci al  wor k. 

Dr .. Edgar  a* Lowt her , Templ e Met hodi st  Chur ch, 

»«al t er  Ludwi g, Di r ect or , Pi oneer  Yout h of  Amer i ca, Long I s l and Ci t y , 

Hugh E, Macbet h, Los Angel es , Cal i f o r ni a, 

Dwi ght  Macdonal d, Edi t or , Par t i san Revi ew, 

Mr s, Dana Mal one, Br ookl i ne, Massachuset t s, 

J er ome MacNai r , Lawyer , Los Angel es ? Cal i f o r ni a, 

' Hor ace Mann. 

Benj ami n C, Mar sh, The Peopl e's Lobby, I nc . , Washi ngt on, D.C, 

Dr , Benj ami n E, Mays, Mor ehouse Col l ege, At l ant a, Geor gi ac 

Fr ank McCa l l i s t er , Sout her n Secr et ar y, »or ker s Def ense League, 

El i zabet h McManus,. Soci al  «l or ker , 

A . Ross Meeker , Mi l l bur n, New J er sey, 

w. D. Mendenhal l , Whi t t i er , Cal i f or ni a« 

Mor r i s Mi l gr am, Nat i onal  Secr et ar y, wor ker s Def ense League, 

Br oadus Mi t chel l , Economi st , �endel l , Massachuset t s. 

Lo i s I , Mor ganf i el d? Sant a Bar bar a, Cal i f o r ni a, 

Paul i  Mur r ay, �ashi ngt on, D.C. 

Gar dner  Mur phy, Br onxvi l l e, New Yor k, 

A. J . Must e, Execut i ve Di r ec t or , Fel l owshi p of  Reconc i l i at i on, 

Rei nhol d wi ebuhr , Chai r man, Uni on f or  Democr at i c Act i on, 

L i s t on m. Oak, Former  Chi ef  of  Engl i sh Di v i s i on of  Spani sh Republ i can pr ess 
Bur eau, 

Ver a E . Ol sen, Modest o, Cal i f or ni a« 

Mar y ,»hi t e Ovi ngt on, Boar d Member , Nat i onal  Assoc i at i on f or  Advancement  o f  
Col or ed Peopl e, 

Ol i ve B. Owen, Topeka,. Kansas,. 

T , Ross Paden, Modest o, Cal i f or ni a,, 

El i zabet h Pagey Aut hor , Los Angel es,.. Cal i f o r ni a. 

Geor ge L . Pai ne, Member , Execut i ve Counci l , Fel l owshi p of  Reconc i l i at i on. 

H. Gl enn Payne, Pr ovi dence, Rhode I s l and. 

Fr eder i ck D. Pat t er son, Pr es i dent , Tuskegee I ns t i t ut e, Al abama, 

Har r i et  I da P i ckens , 

Cl ar ence pi cket t , Amer i can Fr i ends Ser vi ce Commi t t ee, Phi l adel phi a, Pa. 

Henr y Pope, Secr et ar y,-  Har l em Ci t i zens Commi t t ee, 

Adam Cl ayt on Powel l , J r . r  Counci l man, New Yor k Ci t y , 
J ackson H. Ral s t on, Former  Gener al  Counsel , Amer i can Feder at i on of  Labor , 

Washi ngt on, DGC. 

A . Phi l i p Randol ph, pr es i dent , Br ot her hood of  Sl eepi ng Car  Por t er s . 

Bur t on Rascoe, »»r i t er * 

»«al t er  Raut enst r auck, Col umbi a Uni ver s i t y , 
Fr eder i ck L .- Redef er , Execut i ve Secr et ar y, Pr ogr essi ve Educat i on Assoc i at i on. 

Fr eder i ck Reust l e, Past or , Congr egat i onal  Chur ch, J amai ca, New Yor k» 

J ohn Rot hschi l d. 

Har ol d Rugg, Teacher s Col l ege. 

Cl ar ence E. Rust , At t or ney, San Fr anci sco, Cal i f or ni a. 

Dr . D. P . R y l an d , Los Angel es, Cal i f or ni a® 

Cecel i a Cabani ss Saunder s, Har l em Br anch, Y»»CA. 

J ohn Nevi n Sayr e, Execut i ve Di r ect or , Fel l owshi p of  Reconc i l i at i on. 

L es l i e B. Schl i ngheyel l , Modest o, Cal i f or ni a. 
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Geor ge S. Schuy l er , P i t t s bur gh Cour i er , P i t t sbur gh Penns y l vani a. 

V i d a D. Scudder , P r o f i i ' s o T - î Ht u s , Wel l es l ey Co l l ege, wel l es l ey , Mass . 

wi l l i am Seabr ook , Wr i t er d 

Rober t  W. Sear l e, Chai r man, Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee f o r  Democr at i c Ac t i on. 

Nel l i e F . Sei p, Modest o, Cal i f o r n i a. 

Si dney H. Sk i de l l . 
J ohn Sl oan, a r t i s t . , TT . _ 
Mar k St ar r , Educat i onal  Di r ec t o r , I nt er nat i onal  L adi es Gar ment  Wor ker s Uni on, 

Hel en Phel ps St okes j  Di s t i ngui s hed L i ber al , Benni ngt on, Ver mont . 

Aubr ey H. St r aus , Ri chmond, V i r g i n i a . 

Paul  Bo St udebaker ; Modest o, Cal i f o r n i a, 

L i l l i a n Symes f  f f r i t er « t t  . . � 
Dr . Cl i nt on J , Taf t , Di r ec t o r , Amer i can Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on, Los A nge l es . 

Nor man Thomas ; Nat i onal  Chai r man, So c i a l i s t  Par t y , U�S»A. 

Er nes t AF r emont r T i t t l e, Mi n i s t er , F i r s t  Met hodi s t  Chur ch, Evanst on, I l l i n o i s . 

Channi ng H. Tobi as , Seni or  Sec r et ar y , Col or ed ,o r k Depar t ment , Nat i onal  
Counc i l  of  t he YM'- A'Sc 

Wi l l ar d S. Townsend, I nt er nat i onal  P r es i dent , Uni t ed Tr anspor t  Ser v i ce 
Empl oyees of  Amer i ca. 

Car l o Tr esca 

Henr y H. Tweedy, Yal e Theo l ogi cal  Semi nar y . 

Mi l l ar d Uphaus , Execut i ve Sec r et ar y , Rel i gi on and Labor  F oundat i on. 

Oswal d Gar r i son Vi l l ar d, For mer  Edi t or  of  t he Nat i on, wr i t er . 

Ar t hur  H. Wal l ace, Modest o, Cal i f o r n i a . 

Dor ot hy C� Wal l ac e, Modest o, Cal i f o r n i a . 

J ames Wal l ace, Bus i ness Man and Chur ch L eader , Los n̂gel es . 

Anna St r unsky wal l i ng, New Yor k Ci t y . 
J . Raymond Wal sh, pr o f es s or , Wi l l i ams Co l l ege, Wi l l i amst own, Mass . 

Gor don H� war d, P r o f essor , Bl acksbur g, V i r g i n i a . 

Char l es C. Weber , Feder al  Counc i l  of  Chur ches* 

Har r y «endr i ch, St at e Repr esent at i ve, Newar k, New J er sey» 

Newman I . whi t e,P r o f es s o r , Duke Uni v er s i t y , Dur ham, N. C. 

For man J . Whi t ney 

P ear l  L . Wi l l en , New Yor k Ci t y . 

H. D. Wi l l i t s , Po r t l and, Or egon. 

Ber t r am D. Wo l f e, Wr i t er . 

Mr s . Webst er  Woodmansee, Hot el  As t or , Mi l waukee. 

Mar y E . Woo l l ey , For mer  P r es i dent , Mt . Hol yoke Co l l ege. 

Hel en F . Zi mmer man, Buf f al o , New Yor k . i n c o m p l e t e ) 

(Or gani zat i ons ar e l i s t ed f or  i dent i f i c at i o n pur poses o n l y . ) 



Apr i l  30, 1942 

Dear  Mr . P r es i dent : 

We ar e awar e t hat  your  execut i ve or der  of  Febr uar y 19t h, 

under  whi ch mor e t han one hundr ed t housand al i ens and Amer i cans of  J apanese 

or i gi n (of  whi ch sevent y one t housand ar e c i t i zens ) ar e now bei ng evacuat ed 

f r om t he West  coast , was pr ompt ed by a sense of  mi l i t ar y ur gency. 

We r ecogni ze f ul l y t he di f f i c u l t i es of  t he s i t uat i on. Bui  

we have seen no adequat e evi dence t o convi nce us t hat  an or der  gi v i ng compl et e 

power  t o t he Secr et ar y of  War  or  t o t he commander  of  each mi l i t ar y ar ea t o ex-

cl ude f r om des i gnat ed ar eas al l  c i t i zens , or  t o r es t r i c t  t hei r  act i ons i n any 

way he sees f i t , i s ei t her  cons t i t ut i onal  or  democr at i c . Enf or c i ng t hi s on 

t he J apanese al one appr oxi mat es t he t o t al i t ar i an t heor y of  j us t i ce pr act i ced 

"by t he Uazi s i n t hei r  t r eat ment  of  t he J ews . 

I t  goes wi t hout  say i ng t hat  we f ul l y suppor t  a l l  necessar y 

measur es of  count er - espi onage f or  t he det ect i on and puni shment  of  spi es and 

t r ai t o r s . But  t he over whel mi ng number  of  v i ct i ms of  t he pr esent  mi l i t ar y 

or der s ar e i n no sense spi es or  t r ai t o r s . Our  deep des i r e i s f or  a r esci nd-

i ng of  your  or der  whi ch i s so at  var i ance wi t h democr acy and t he Amer i can 

t r adi t i on. 

The publ i c opi ni on whi ch pr ompt ed and suppor t ed your  or der  

seems, on t he bas i s of  t he evi dence submi t t ed t o t he Tol an Commi t t ee and f r om 

ot her  r el i abl e st at ement s, t o have been bor n i n l ar ge par t  of  anc i ent  r ac i al  

pr ej udi c es , gr eed f or  t he l and t he J apanese have devel oped, and a popul ar  hys-

t er i a i nf l amed by s t or i es of  J apanese sabot age and di s l oyal t y i n Hawai i . The 

t r ut h of  t he l at t er  has been f or mal l y deni ed by t he Hawai i an Ter r i t o r i al  Del -

egat e and t he Chi ef  of  Po l i ce of  Honol ul u. 

The i mmedi at e and spec i f i c pur pose of  t hi s l et t er  i s t o ur ge 

you t o ext end t o J apanese al i ens , and espec i al l y t o c i t i zens of  J apanese or i -

gi n on t he West  coast , t he r i ght  to a hear i ng bef or e c i v i l i an boar ds t o at t es t  
(mor e) 
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Mr . Roosevel t  

t hei r  l oyal t y . Thi s shoul d "be done, i f  poss i bl e, bef or e evacuat i on f r om t hei r  

homes and bus i nesses , but  al s o , i n cases wher e t hey have al r eady been r emoved, 

i n or der  to es t abl i sh t he r i ght  t o r et ur n to t hei r  homes. 

Thi s i s a pr i nc i pl e par t i al l y es t abl i shed i n deal i ng wi t h Ger man and 

I t al i an al i ens . I t  has been r ecommended i n det ai l  by t he Tol an Commi t t ee of  t he 

House of  Repr esent at i ves f or  t he benef i t  of  I t a l i an and Ger man al i ens r es i dent  

i n t he gr eat  ar ea f r om whi ch al l  J apanese have been evacuat ed. To gr ant  to 

I t al i an and Ger man al i ens a r i ght  deni ed t o Amer i can c i t i zens of  J apanese or i gi n 

i s a t ype of  r ace di sc r i mi nat i on f or  whi ch t her e i s no et hi cal  j us t i f i c at i o n. 

Many of  t hese c i t i zens ar e gr aduat es of  our  school s and col l eges whose usef ul ness 

as wor ker s and c i t i zens has been at t es t ed by t he l eader s of  communi t i es i n whi ch 

t hey l i v e. Thi s whol e pr ocess , we bel i eve, i s of  i t s el f  a bl ow t o our  demoor acy 

and wi l l  gr avel y af f ec t  our  r eput at i on f or  r ac i al  f a i r  pl ay among t he nat i ons of  

t he wor l d. Tt  i s t he t ype of  di sc r i mi nat i on whi ch, t hr oughout  much of  As i a, wi l l  

gr eat l y st r engt hen t he hands of  our  enemi es. 

We commend al l  ac t i on whi ch has been t aken, or  may be t aken under  your  

aut hor i t y t o saf eguar d, as f ar  as poss i bl e, t he r i ght s and i nt er est s of  t he vi c-

t i ms of  t he pr esent  s i t uat i on. We hope t hat  t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y , i n 

a l l  i t s pl ans , wi l l  pr ot ect  our  f el l ow c i t i zens of  J apanese or i gi n f r om expl oi t a-

t i on by pr i vat e i nt er es t s whi ch have acqui r ed t hei r  l and, or  f r om a spec i al  ser f -

dom i n wor k bat al l i ons under  t he ar my. 

Bel i eve us , 
Respect f ul l y your s , 

Al f r ed M. Bi ngham 

Geor ge S. Count s 

Count ee Gul l en 

J ohn Dewey 

Sher wood Eddy 

I r wi n Edman 

Har r y Emer son Eosdi ok 

Pr ank p . Gr aham 

Mar y W. Hi l l y er  

J ohn Haynes Hol mes 

J ames Wood J ohnson 

Har r y W. L ai dl er  

Rt . Rev. Möns. L i ugi  G. L i gut t i  

Rei nhol d Nei buhr  

Cl ar enoe E . P i cket t  

Har ol d Rugg 

Mar k St ar r  

Nor man Thomas 

Er nest  Fr emont  T i t t l e 

Oswal d Gar r i son Vi l l ar d 

Mar y E . Wool l ey 

i ncompl et e 
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C O P Y 

W A R D E P A R T M E N T 

Washington May 25, 1942. 

Mi ss Mary f . Hi l l yer 

Post War Worl d Counci l  

112 East 19th St . 

New York Ci ty» N Y 

Dear  Mi ss Hi l l yer : 

The Presi dent has referred* to me for repl y your l et ter regardi ng the 

evaQi at i on of the al i en J apanese and Americans of J apanese descent wi th the accom-

panyi ng "si gnatures. 

You undoubtedl y r eal i ze that a very di f f i cul t si tuat i on confronted us on 

the West Coast on the sudden outbreak of the war wi th J apan, but I very much, doubt 

i f even you coul d have appreci ated the extreme ser i ousness and di f f i cul t y of the 

si t uat i on. Not onl y di d great ci t i es exi st al ong the sea coast wi th l arge popul a-

t i ons subj ect to possi bl e at tack, but some of our most important manufacturi ng es-

tabl i shments from whi ch the Army and Navy obtai n vi t al  muni t i ons were i n the same 

l ocal i t y. A successful  attack might wel l  have had a di sastrous ef fect upon the war 

As a consequence, the ent i re American popul at i ons of the West Coast States were l ef t 

i n a-  condi t i on of great exci tement and apprehensi on, and the nature of the attack 

on Pear l  Harbor tended great l y to i nfl ame our peopl e agai nst al l  persons of J apan-

ese ancoBtry, whether ci t i zens or not , and i r respect i ve of thei r good or evi l  re-

cords as ci t i zens. N 

Thus, the evacuati on of al l  persons of J apanese descent from the imme-

di atc nei ghborhood of these sensi t i ve key poi nts of our vi t al  defense became at ¡ / 

once i mperat i ve, not onl y for the safety of our country but for thei r offli  prote.c� 

The number of these persons was so l ar ge, amounting to over 115,000, that 

i ndi vi dual  act i on whi ch woul d af for d adequate protect i on ei ther to then or to us, 

was i mpossi bl e i n the emergency. 

At the outsot , an opportuni ty was gi ven to al l  who were wi l l i ng to movo 

vol unt ar i l y, to go wherever they wi shed, provi ded onl y that they l ef t the nei gh-

borhood of the dangerous spots. Thi s pol i cy had to be abandoned, however, because 

of the opposi t i on of the author i t i es and ci t i zens of the i nter i or states i nto whi ch 

these peopl e desi red to move, and we had to supersede i t by subsequent act i on in 

whi ch the protect i on of the Army i t sel f coul d be thrown around the persons who were 

movi ng. 

We have mado every ef for t to handl e thi s thorny probl em wi th the utmost 

care and humani ty, and as a matter of f act , i t has been very abl y so handl ed by 

General  DoWi tt , the Commander of our forces on the West Coast . Di e conduct of Gen-

eral  DeWi tt and of the of f i cer s working under him has won the approval  of al l  good 

Ameri can ci t i zens i n that nei ghborhood, and the evacuees thomsel vos have expressed 

thei r appreci at i on of the consi derat i on and care whi ch has been shown then. Every 

reasonabl e ef for t has been made to protect then and thei r proper ty and to provi de 

for them an opportuni ty for useful  employment as wel l  as sui tabl e r ecr eat i on. I can 

assure you that we are al er t to protect thoSo peopl e from expl oi tat i on of any ki nd. 

-.1 

\r 
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Whet her  i t  wi l l  be poss i bl e t o deal  wi t h t he evacuees on an i ndi v i d 

ual  bas i s , as suggest ed i n your  l et t er , i s open to gr eat  doubt . The evacuat i on 

once accompl i shed i s not  eas i l y undone. I t  i s , however , t he des i r e of  o f u s 

to f i el d down to on absol ut e ni ni nun any i nt er f er ence wi t h t he l i ber t i es of  i ndi -

v i dual s . We ar e not  unmi ndf ul  of  t he f act  t hat  t he maj or i t y of  t hose evacuat ed 

ar c Amer i 'can 

Si ncer el y your s, 

(s i gned) Henr y L . St i mson 

Secr et ar y of  War  



A IC ¿H 
POST WAE WORLD COUNCIL 

112 East 19th St . 

New York Ci ty 

J une 10, 1942. 

Honorabl e Henry L Stimson 

Secretary of War 

Washi ngton, D C 

Dear Mr* Stimson: 

We appreci ate the courtesy of your repl y i n behal f of the Presi -

i dent , to our l et ter - si gned by two hundred di st i ngui shed c i t i zens, concorning the 

evacuat i on of al i en J apanese and Ameri cans of J apanese descent . 

We have careful l y consi dered the poi nts you mako and most respect-

ful l y r ai se cer tai n quest i ons. 

(!) You impl y that the very di f f i cul t si tuat i on on the West Coast ex-

i sted immediatel y after the per f i di ous at tack on Pear l  Harbor . Such evi dence as we 

have been abl e to see, i ncl udi ng, more speci f i cal l y, the evi dence compi l ed by the 

Tol an Committee, suggests that the extreme feel i ng agai nst the J apanese o n the West 

Coast was by no means the spontaneous react i on to Pear l  Harbor but was a sl ow de-

vel opment, compounded by many el ements, i ncl udi ng pr ej udi ce and greed. I t  ̂ es-

peci al l y nour i shed by stor i es of sabotage i n Hawai i , which ' t o * * 0 * � 0 * 0 ? ^ 0 » 1 -

l y deni ed i n af f i davi t s from responsi bl e of f i c i al s, presented to the Tol an Comm-

i t t ee. Meanwhi l e, there has been no sabotage on the West Coast on the par t o f 

these J apanese and J apanese Ameri cans. Tni s testimony i s fur ther strengthened by 

many l et ter s fron the West Coast . 

(2) The opportuni ty to novo vol untar i l y, to which you r efer , brought 

no r el i ef to l oyal  Americans of J apanese ancestry and, as you admi t , soon gave way 

to an order denyi ng these peopl e the r i ght to novo "by reason of the opposi t i on of 

the author i t i es and ci t i zens of tho i nter i or States.1 

(3) What has actual l y been worked out then i s a pol i cy of concentrat i on 

camps. We do not doubt that , in gener a, the Arny author i t i es have t r i ed to he 

humane hut no excel l ence of i ntent i on has changed tho si tuat i on whi ch was recent l y 

accuratel y descr i bed i n a headl i ne i n ^e Nat i on as "Ci t i zens Behi nd Br i bed Wi r e." 

Al l  tho evidence that we have seen and hoard nates i t cl ear that the J apanese, es-

peci al l y the J apanpso Ameri cans, have behaved wi th atai rabl o l oyal t y; that they 

have suf fered, however, extraordi nary l osses i n proper ty, despi te some del ated 

provi si ons fol thei r protect i on, and that the quarters to vfoich they are conf i ned 

i n tenporary or noro pernanent canps are unf i t for hunan boi ngs and a di sgrace i n 

tho oyos of Asi a to the Anori can way of l i f e. 

(4) The extensi on i n pr i nci pl e of Arny control  ovor ci t i zens, as wel l  

as al i ens on tho East Coast, emphasi zes the const i tut i onal  i ssue -  perhaps we 

shoul d say an i ssue of fundamental  l i ber t y -  greater even than the � ^ r i a n 

i ssue of the treatnent of the J apanese. The Pr esi dent i al  order o f F o b ^x y l S t h 

i s wo are compel l ed to bel i eve, wi thout const i tut i onal  warrant. I t cer tai nl y 

ad pt Z di ctator i al  pr i nc i pU that the i nterest of the State  ̂ t̂ or pr ot od 

by i t s rul er , i s the one suprene pr i nci pl e of j ust i ce. Under that order , and the 

subsequent orders on the West and East Coasts, A n e r i c a n ci t i zens nay bo removed 

fron thei r hones, or thei r movements i n the di st r i ct s where they r esi demay be  ̂

great l y r est r i ct ed, wi thout t r i al  or hear i ng of any sor t , by mi l i tary order . Thi s 

(more) 
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or der  need not  appl y , l i k e mar t i al  l aw, f or  a def i ni t e emer gency t o al l  c i t i zens , 

I t  nay "be i ndef i ni t e and di scr i mi nat or y i n i t s appl i cat i on. Thi s has been pr oved 

i n t he t r eat ment  of  Amer i can c i t i zens of  J apar ,*ap; o r i gi n who have not  even been 

gi ven such bear i ngs bef or e c i t i zen boar ds , as have been gr ant ed to many German - uid 

T ¿al l an ol i ensr  We can f i nd no pr oof  i n your  l et t er  or  el sewher e t hat  t he poss i -

b i l i t y of  deal i ng "wi t h t he evacuees on an i ndi v i doal  bas i s i s open t o gr eat  

doub t  e " 

We r espec t f ul l y submi t  t hat  your  l et t er  cont ai ns no such pr oof  of  over -

whel mi ng necess i t y or  sucn compl ot c l ack of  al t er nat i ves as t o j us t i f y , even i n an 

emer gency, an act  so cont r ar y to t he pr i nc i p l es of  Amer i can democr acy, t o t he Amer-

i can t r adi t i on and t he Amer i can Const i t ut i on,-  We doubt  i f  i t  can command t he sup-

por t  of  t he Amer i can peopl o when once t hey know t he f act s* 

We, t her ef or e, r enew our  r equest  t hat  hear i ng boar ds be set  up, al t hough 

t he Amer i can c i t i zens who may appl y t o them .i r e al r eady i n concent r at i on camps, . 

and t hat  t hose who t hus es t abl i sh t heyr  l oyal t y be al l owed t o r et ur n to t hei r  

homos. Bas i c al l y , of  cour se, our  des i r e i s f or  t he r esc i ndi ng of  t he P r es i dent 's 

or der  on whi ch such a gr eat  st r uct ur e of  mi l i t ar y cont r ol  of  Amer i can c i t i zens has 

been er ect ed. 

Si nce you wr ot e us at  t he di r ec t i on of  t he P r es i dent , may we r espect -

f u l l y ask you to r ef er  t hi s answer  t o hi m? 

Si nc er el y , 

(s i gned) Mar y W. Hi l l yer  

Execut i ve Di r ec t or  

For  t he Gover ni ng Commi t t ee. 
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' STATI MENT ADOPTED BY CONFERENCE ON J APANESE EVACUATI ON, 

CALLED BY POST WAR WORLD COUNCI L AT THE RUSSELL SAGE 

FOUNDATI ON, 132 EAST 22ND STREET, NEW YORK CI TY, ON 

J UNE 18, 1942. 

We r ecomnend to t he aut hor i t i es bot h mi l i t ar y and c i v i l  t hat  evacuat i on 

be hel d wi t hi n i t s pr esent  goegr aphi cal  bounds a u a d - ^ y o r d 

t he zones i ndi cat ed f or  pr esent  ac t i on. 

Fur t her , by admi ni st r at i ve pr ac t i c e, or  i f  necessar y by a change i n t ho 

P r es i dent 's di r ec t i on, t hat  af t er  evacuat i on t he cnt i r  ̂ mat t er  of  assembl y and re-

set t l ement  be t aken f r om mi l i t ar y aut hor i t y and pi t - j t̂ o j z J &A&oxi  cont r ol  t hr ough 

Feder al  Bur eaus; and t hat  t he pr ocess be car r i ed out  as a neccssar y change i n r esi -

dence onl y and not  as t he mi l i t ar y i nt er nment  of  unaccused per sons i n concent r at i on 

camps, as pr esent  t r ends i ndi cat e i t  may become. 

$e ear nest l y r ecommend t hat  ever y l egi t i mat e measur e be t aken t o obt ai n 

f or  t ho \ AmSr i can c i t i zens of  J apanese ancest r y an exempt i on f r om t he oper at i on of  

t hi s or der  f or  st fwl csaTcf  dot ent i on. We ur ge t hat  boar ds of  hear i ng bo set  up, or  

t hat  some ot her  pr ocess be pr ovi ded wher eby i ndi v i dual  al i ens and c i t i zens may ap-

pear  and es t abl i sh t hei r  i nnocence of  any pot ent i al  danger  even i n war  t i me, and 

t hat  f or  t hose Tahose l oyal t y i s unquest i oned c r edent i al s bo i s sued, bot h f or  t hei r  

pr ot ec t i on and f or  t he r eassur ance of  t ho publ i c« 

Wo r ecommend t hat  ever y ef f or t  be made to sec t hat  t hese t empor ar y shel -

t er s , i nt ended f or  s i f t i ng onl y , and i n whi ch l i f e can scar cel y be mai nt ai ned at  

a human l evel , shal l  not  t hr ough any cause be per mi t t ed to become even semi - perma-

nent . These camps wi t h t hei r  cr owdi ng, i mper f ect  hous i ng, l ack of  pr i vacy and 

meager ness of  equi pment  or  of  f ac i l i t i es f or  nor mal  l i v i ng must  not  be t o l er at ed 

except  as a phase of  t ho br i ef es t , most  t empor ar y sor t . 



Over 100,000 residents of Japanese ancestry l ike these have been 
taken f r o m homes and jobs w i thou t tr ial or hear ing, pu t in deten-
t ion camps. Seven out of every 11 are Amer ican citizens. 

A ME R I CA N R E F U GE E S 
// we do not extend humanity's kindnesses and under-

standing to these people, if we deny them the protection 

of the Bill of Rights, if we say they may be denied the 

privilege of living in any of the forty-eight states and force 

them into concentration camps without hearing or charge 

of misconduct, then we are tearing down the whole Ameri-

can system— R A L P H L . CARR , Governor of Colorado. 



THE JAPANESE ON THE WEST COAST 

Forming about 1% of the populat ion of the Pacific Coast states, there 
were some 112,000 persons of Japanese ancestry living there in 1940. Over 
70,000 were American citizens. They had an extremely low delinquency 
rate, very few persons on relief, and a b i r th rate slightly lower than the 
average for the populat ion as a whole.1 T h e largest number were farmers, 
laborers, or workers in domestic and personal service. Over one-fourth of 
all Japanese in the United States lived in Los Angeles county, where they 
formed less than of that county's populat ion. 

T h e first Japanese coming to our shores were shipwrecked sailors or 
occasional stowaways in the middle of the last century; the largest num-
ber of immigrants came in the decade fol lowing 1900. At no time has the 
total number of Japanese in this country been more than a fraction of 1 % 
of the total populat ion. 

Anti-Chinese agitation made Cali fornia race-conscious, and an attack 
upon 15 Japanese cobblers in San Francisco in 1890 marked the beginning 
of an anti-Japanese prejudice present in the life of the West ever since. 
By 1900, mass meetings were urging their exclusion; Japanese school chil-
dren in San Francisco were segregated; the Cali fornia legislature had 17 
anti-Japanese bills in 1909, some of which failed only after Theodore 
Roosevelt's direct intervention. T h e Japanese Exclusion League and the 
economically motivated Anti-Jap Laundry League fanned race prejudice 
and obtained discriminatory Alien Land laws which prevented alien Japa-
nese f rom owning or operat ing agricultural land. Al though only 185 Japa 
nese a year would have been admitted under the quota system, race-
conscious Americans forced passage in 1924 of a clause barr ing any Japa-
nese immigrants. 

Nor did feeling against the Japanese die after exclusion. Mobs in Ore-
gon and Arizona forced them out of homes and jobs; a "committee of 
1000" in Southern California worked to boycott all things Japanese; in 
the middle-thirties the Hearst press blamed the nation's slow recovery on 
the Orientals; attempts were made to get their land. Like the Negro, 
Chinese and Jew, the young Japanese-American has always had to buck 
this irrat ional race prejudice, and it is against this sordid background that 
all persons with Japanese blood have been evacuated, most of them held 
behind barbed-wire fences. 

ARE THESE EVACUEES LOYAL TO THIS COUNTRY? 

T h e Congressional Committee investigating Nat ional Defense Migra-
tion, chaired by Representative John To lan, reports: "We cannot doubt, 
and everyone is agreed, that the majori ty of Japanese citizens and aliens 
are loyal to this country." Edward J. Ennis, director of the Alien Enemy 

lSources of statements in this pamphlet may be obtained by writing Caleb Foote, 2151 
Vine Street, Berkeley, Calif. Most of the pamphlet is based on the Fourth Interim Report, 
Congressional Committee Investigating National Defense Migration. (May, 1942) 

f  i  WE MUST REMEMBER WHAT WE ARE DEFENDING " - Roosevelt 

Control Uni t in Washington, wrote on May 2: " T h e loyalty of the over-
whelming majori ty of the persons affected has not been seriously ques-
tioned by informed persons." 

HAVE OUR JAPANESE COMMITTED SABOTAGE? 

In view of the widespread rumors, the fol lowing facts are important : 

The War Department has received no information of sabotage commit-
ted by Japanese during the attack on Pearl Harbor. (March 30) 

—Secretary of W a r St imson. 

Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
has informed me that there was no sabotage committed there (Hawaii) 
prior to December 7, on December 7, or subsequent to that lime. 

(Apr i l 20) 

—Assistant A t to rney Genera l Rowe. 

. . . there were no acts of sabotage committed in the City and County of 
Honolulu December 7, nor have there been acts of sabotage reported to 
the Police Department since that date. (March 19) 

—Honolu lu Chief of Pol ice Gabr ie lson. 

. . . we have had no sabotage and no fifth column activities in this state 
(California) since the beginning of the war. (February 21) 

—California At to rney Genera l W a r r e n . 

HOW MUCH ECONOMIC LOSS IS INVOLVED? 

T h e evacuation forced sacrifice sales of business stocks, professional 
equipment, household supplies, nursery and farm products, and selfish 
interests gained at their expense. T h e Japanese 
tost at least 50% of their assets, the loss run-
ning into the tens of mill ions. T h e American 
nat ion lost mil l ions of dollars worth of vege-
tables, the efforts of thousands of loyal, skilled 
citizens. One Yakima Valley farmer said: "The 
white farmer would have more land if he could 
get rid of the Japanese." Said one grower-
shipper: "We're charged with want ing to get 
rid of the Japs for selfish reasons. We do. It's 
a question of whether the white man lives on 
the Pacific Coast or the brown men. And we 
don't want them back when the war ends, 
either." 

HOW DOES EVACUATION AFFECT AMERICA'S WAR EFFORT? 

Discrimination against aliens "engenders the very distrust and disunity 
on which our enemies are counting to defeat us. Remember the Nazi 
technique: 'Pit race against race, religion against religion, prejudice 
against prejudice. Divide and conquer.' We must not let that happen 
here. We must remember ivhat we are defending: liberty, decency, justice." 

(January 2, 1942) 
—President F rank l in D. Roosevel t . 

Detent ion of the Japanese dues pit race against race; it does divide, creat-
ing well-founded suspicions among Negroes, Chinese, Jews. There is no 
liberty or justice in imprisoning American citizens without trial or charge 
of misconduct. T h e At lant ic Charter pledges America to racial justice. 
Wi l l China, India, Burma, Africa, Lat in Amer ica-a l l watching our atti-
tude towards colored peoples—believe our statements if our actions belie 
them? Axis propaganda is using the evacuation and cont inued detent ion 
to try to show other races that America's talk of racial justice is insincere. 

WHAT ABOUT LABOR STANDARDS? 

T h e interned Japanese are being pu t to work in a War Relocation Work 
Corps which they virtual ly have to join, for able-bodied adults who refuse 
are in danger of being considered disloyal, charged for board and room. 
Enlistees are obligated: 

1. To serve for the duration. 

2. To faithfully perform all tasks assigned him. 

3. To allow himself to be moved from place to place. 

4. To accept in full payment such cash and other allowances as may be 

provided in the future. 
5. While medical facilities are provided, no 

injury received or disease contacted can 
be made the base of any claim against 
the United States. 

6. Any infraction of the rules or regula-
tions or any act or utterance disloyal to 
the United States renders him liable to 
trial and suitable punishment. 

These labor condit ions represent the negation 
of most of American labor's gains, represent a 
form of involuntary servitude. T h e War Re-
location Authori ty considers its centers "a part-
nership enterprise" between the Japanese and 
the government; but there is l itt le partnership 

in a scheme in which one side is under compulsion. T h e labor policy is not 
consistent with high calibre of the men in the WRA, and clashes with the 
resettlement ideals they have formulated. T h e plan is now under revision, 
and drastic changes are needed to br ing it more into l ine with what we 
offer the world: "l iberty, decency, justice." 

WHAT ABOUT OTHER MINORITIES? 

T h e Joint Immigrat ion Committee, most active anti-Japanese group, is 
motivated by "the determinat ion of the Caucasians to keep their blood 
white," and feels "a grave mistake was the grant ing of citizenship to the 
Negroes af ter the Civil War . " Such discrimination against people because 
of their ancestry affects all Americans; at tempts to remove citizenship f rom 
Japanese-Americans admittedly endanger the rights of Chinese-Americans 
or Latin Americans with Ind ian blood. Race discrimination is a cancer; 
prejudice against one race is either wiped out or it poisons all races. 

WAS EVACUATION NECESSARY TO PROTECT THE JAPANESE? 

A labor spokesman told the To lan Commit tee that if this was so the 
entire evacuation "may well appear as one of the great victories won by 
the axis powers." No one doubts dangers to the Japanese-Americans as a 
result of our war with Japan. But to protect them by arresting them all 
introduces the concept of "protective arrest," a fascist practice that belies 
the essence of American democracy. Th i s philosophy would mean that 
negroes could be arrested where the Ku Klux Klan was active, labor unions 
"evacuated" where there was popular feeling against them. America must 
protect her citizens, but by arresting the guilty and not the innocent vic-
tims, by a cont inuat ion of that tolerance to different ideas and peoples 
which is the life-blood of democracy. 

ARE THESE MEASURES CONSTITUTIONAL? 

A number of cases have been filed to test the constitut ionality of the 
evacuation and continued detent ion of American citizens without hearing 
or specific accusation. In San Francisco, Mitsue Endo (California born, 
22 years old, with a brother in the armed forces), seeks release on habeas 
corpus. Her attorney argued: 1) Even if the evacuation were valid, the 
continued detention is unauthorized; 2) Evacuation and detent ion were 
conducted wi thout due process of law—no hearing, no criminal accusa-
tion; 3) Even the war power is subject to civil l iberties; 4) Citizens of 
Japanese ancestry were deprived of equal protect ion of the law, because 
of unfair discrimination, as citizens of German and Italian ancestry were 
not similarly treated. In Seattle, Gordon Hirabayashi, a University of 
Washington student, arrested for refusing to be evacuated, called this 
process "the violat ion of human personality. T h e very quali t ies which are 
essential to a peaceful, creative community are being thrown out and 
abused." 

H o m e s for evacuated Japanese-Am sricans . . . Puya l lup , Wash ing ton . 



WHAT ABOUT THE 

FUTURE? 

Regardless of the outcome of the 
war, we are going to have to con-
t inue to live in a world in which 
the white race is in the minority. 
As colored peoples are reproducing 
themselves at a higher rate, whites 
will become more of a minority. 
Wi th in our own country, we are 
going to have to live with fellow 
citizens who are Jewish, Negro, Ori-
ental. Racial understanding and tol-
erance is practical common sense. 
Racial discrimination is a luxury 
we cannot afford. What's going to happen to me? 

As long as the present detention of the Japanese continues, we are sow-
ing seeds which are leading to a bitter harvest. Before the war, the Japa-
nese-Americans were model citizens—close-knit family life, low delin-
quency, bri l l iant records as students. Concentrat ion camp life is dashing 
their hopes for the future, and the abnormal living with its lack of privacy 
is result ing in a breaking of family ties, and instances of lowering morals, 
gambling, petty larceny and cynicism. 

No matter how good conditions in the Centers may become, the segre-
gation of an entire racial group is recreating in the Japanese-Americans 
a racial consciousness they had long sought to avoid. Two-fifths of the citi-
zens are children 15 or younger, yet we are forcing them to grow up di-
vorced f rom Caucasion children and American life. Whi le China, India, 
Burma and Africa are watching America's at t i tude on racism, we are creat-
ing in many of our Japanese-Americans the psychology typical of many 
Negroes: hopelessness, distrust of white men, bitterness. 

Not less serious is the at t i tude of citizens outside the camps. T h e con-
t inued detent ion is making much of the American publ ic assume that these 
innocent victims of war are "enemies of our country." Hatred and sus-
picion are double-edged weapons, and what we breed in war will live in 
t ime of peace. 

T h e United States is engaged in a war which President Roosevelt calls 
a defense of "liberty, decency, justice." I t is no time to avoid deal ing with 
injustice at home, especially when that injustice will have results which 
will so directly condit ion the post-war world. 

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE? 

(1) T h e February 19 Executive Order of President Roosevelt (#9066), 
authorizing the War Department to designate areas " f rom which any or 
all persons may be excluded" should be modified to br ing it wi th in the 
spirit and practice of democracy. 

(2) Citizens now in detent ion should be allowed to leave the Centers 
if they wish to resettle voluntari ly except where the Government brings 
specific charges against an individual in the Civil Courts. 

(3) Enemy aliens of Japanese ancestry should receive the same treatment 
as other enemy aliens and not be regarded as a racial minori ty. T h e in-
creasingly l iberal policy of Great Britain toward enemy aliens is to be 
commended; and by setting up publ ic civilian hear ing boards, the United 
States should adopt the British system of classifying enemy aliens and de-
taining only the dangerous. 

(4) T h e government of the United States is moral ly obligated to pro-
vide economic restitut ion for the losses suffered by the Japanese. Those 
who have lost farms, businesses, or homes should be given the means to 
regain them. 

(5) Adequate protection for Japanese in civilian life can and must be 
given by Federal, state, and local agencies. 

I t is clear that in order to gain these ends prompt and effective action 
must be taken to check the dangerous trend of publ ic opinion regarding 
Americans of Japanese ancestry. I t is suggested that the matter is of suf-
ficient urgency to require the intervention of President Roosevelt and 
other high publ ic officials on behalf of the Japanese-Americans. Every 
church, labor union, group, and private individual can help in this effort 
to diminish a racial intolerance which directly threatens our democracy. 

Those l iving near one of the Japanese detent ion camps or knowing 
some of the internees personally can render a very real service by help ing 
to provide the immediate needs of the camps for recreational and educa-
tional material, and by keeping in close touch with their fr iends. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION . . . 

. . . the reader is referred to the Four th Inter im Repor t of the Congres-
sional Committee Investigating Nat ional Defense Migration, Rep. John 
H. To lan (Calif.), chairman. Th is may be obtained f rom your Represen-
tative in Congress. A complete bibl iography for study of the problem may 
be had by writ ing the Berkeley address below. 

Addit ional copies of this pamphle t are available at 5tf each, 8 for 25<f, 
$2 per hundred, f rom ^£ i lo^sh ip of Reconcil iat ion, 2151 Vine Street, 
Berkeley, Calif., or 2929 BroadwayT 

A Letter to President Roosevelt 

f rom the Post War Wor incil, signed by hundreds of Americans, 

after acknowledging the difficulties of the situation, went on to say: 

"We have seen no adequate evidence to convince us that an order 

giving complete power to the Secretary of War . . . to exclude f rom 

designated areas all citizens, or to restrict their actions in any way 

he sees fit, is either const i tut ional or democratic. 

"It goes wi thout saying that we fully support all necessary measures 

of counter-espionage for the detection and punishment of spies and 

traitors. But the overwhelming number of victims of the present mili-

tary orders are in no sense spies or traitors. Our deep desire is for a 

rescinding of your order which is so at variance with democracy and 

the American tradit ion. 

"The publ ic opinion which prompted and supported your order 

seems, on the basis of the evidence submitted to the To ta l Committee 

and f rom other rel iable statements, to have been borne in large part 

of ancient racial prejudices, greed for the land the Japanese have 

developed, and a popular hysteria inflamed by stories of Japanese 

sabotage and disloyalty in Hawai i . T h e t ruth of the latter has been 

formally denied . . . . 

"To grant to I ta l ian and German aliens a right denied to American 

citizens of Japanese origin is a type of race discrimination for which 

there is no ethical justif ication. . . . T h e whole process, we believe, is 

of itself a blow to our democracy and will gravely affect our reputa-

tion for racial fair play among the nations of the world. It is the type 

of discrimination which, throughout most of Asia, will greatly 

strengthen the hands of our enemies." 

AMONG THOSE SIGNING this letter were: 

John Dewey Clarence E. Pickett 

Reinhold Niebuhr 

Norman Thomas 

Harry Emerson Fosdick 

Oswald Garrison Villard 


