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SURVEY OF PUBLIC OPINION IN WESTERN STATES ON JAPANESE EVACUATION

B. SURVEY ANALYSIS

Hevada, with & pre-war history of s Japanese population of about
m.-umhmmmuwmwmmuum.m

{nte the Japanese evecustion discussions with a vigorous stand that
':mmmunwnmmmum-umm
termed “concentration camps”.

The editorial attitude in the state during the survey peried
reflects this attitude, and cunsistently reiterated the stand of state
officials. Fear of entrenchment of Jap population in the state and
recommendations that they move farther inland form the substance of

one note of mederstion appears in an editorisl on Maveh 30, which
comments on the faset that large numbers of Japansse evacuees are
traveling through the state and expresses the hope that residents will
not nistreat thems | '

grestment in the news colums indiestes that the Nevada press wes
watohing California developments closely, Nearly one-third of the
references to the Japanese problem during this peried were released from
San Franeisco or los Angeles quoting relosation officials. Tage one
W.twﬂmmdmhnunMumﬂﬂMO
mmmm,mwummnumu.mmmn’
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the Owens Valley. 4 local man was quoted as saying that much of the
oppesition has feded because "we are determined to cooperate”.

During the survey peried three ¥EA or AP photos on one phase or
another of the Jap relocation program were used, On April 16, the Casette
in its editorial columns, reported on & statement by the Federal Reserve
Bank of San Francisco which said that Japs have farmed about 1/5 of the
truck orop acreage although they have accounted for only about 2% of all
const farming aetivity. Inerdased prices on frults asd vegetables, formerly
produced by "echeap, Japanese stoop lsbor" were predicted.

Semi~editorial treatment was given a news story on April 6 eoncerning
six Japanese hired as gardners by a Vimmemugea rancher, These Japanese
were checked by state officers and hed proper eredentials, The writer,
without explanstory comment, added that the ramch on which these Japs were
working was located fowr miles from Wevada's most produstive quicksilver
district.

In general, however, it cannot be said that the Casette deveted rmuch
editorial attention %o the Japanese problem. In some 34 Japanese relocation
references over a 36-day perifed, only three editorials referred to the
matter., These reflected the vigorous epposition of the gevernor and other
state groups, but tempered this epposition by uwrging orderly treatment of
the situation, In news treatment, the Casette gave considerable prominence
to the controversy over Japanese students, a matter which will be discussed
wore fully in the fellowing section. |

Attitude of Official Political G
At the state level, Governor H, P Carville was in the limelight

11

in all opposition and lent his name to vigorous protests to Ceneral DeWitt



concerning pessible Japanese relocation in Hevada.

Like other westers governors, he was invited by Senstor Stewart to
study a Japanese detention bill which would regard all American born
Japanese as subjects of the Japanese empire. He frequently was gquoted
a8 saying that if Yevada must have Japs &b all they must be in “concen-
tration camps and that the Federsl government must teke responsibility for
contreol. lLater, after the Salt lLake conference and after a gonference
with General DeWitt in which the latter sssured him that the evacuation
would be orderly and under Army contrel, Covernor Caryille aumounced that
he would create a special committee in the state to help him keep careful
wateh of the situation.

State and local police were given orders to check the credentials of
all Japanese found traveling through the State. The curfew law was
strictly enforced, thh. sinee & Japanese found on the streets of
Reno 30 minutes after the curfew limit of 8100 pems was promptly sentenced
to one year in jail by & Federal judge. In one issue, the Casette ran a
photo of an Oregon Japanese attorngy who was reported to have violated the
curfew law and surrendered %o police in order to create a test case,

Higrant Japanese were frequently mentioned. In one case an auto
accident investigated by police was said to have brought to light the fact
thet mmall groups of Japanese were traveling by auto in the state.

Of particuler interest in Nevada during this period wes the matter of
mwm:mm-muhmmwmmn
would be permitted to enter the University of Nevada. On March 30, Dr. Leon

Hartman, presidest of the university, seid Jap students might be exeluded,
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and stated that even If the Amy ruled it permissible, the Board of Hegents
would s6ill have %o approve my such entries.

Following this statement, the Bar Association and them the Alumni
Association took up the question. The Bar Association issued a statement
which read in part:

"We feel that if Japs are dangerous in Berkeley, Calif,,
they are likewise dangerous in the State of Nevada,..e "If
R T - O
The Alumnl Asseciation later backed wp this stand, and went further
%o point to the record of Jap aliens who were educated in American collepes
and who ngw are fighting the United States. if American students are having
their education interrupted by war, why should Japanese students de allowed
to take their places, the grouwp asked,

The only organisations heard frem bLelow the state level were the
American legion and & few unidentified fawm gwoups, ¥he Xly post of the
firet named organisation cn lareh 27 passed resclutions baeking Governor
Carville's stand against relocation exeept in concentration camps.

A single relesse from Cardnerville sited "general disapproval” of
mwmmmm»wummum
and lyon ecounties. This wes qualified by saying that such & plan wuld be
congidered only in event of extreme emergenay. Governor Carville was
quoted on March 51 as saying that conditions and seasons in Neveda make
Jep lebor not feasible except for shors periods.

IV. Privete Individusls

uwwmummmmm.mmm
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uwsed during the survey peried and no individual gtatements, except from
men identified with organized groups, appeared in print,

(se¢ following page for LISTING OF PRESS CLIPPINGS) =
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€. LISTING OP PRESS CLIPPINGS
Reno Evening Gasette, March 16 teo April 21, 1942.

8/16 p-14 Gov. B. P, Carville invited by Senstor Stewart of
Temessee to testify in Washingten, D. Cs on a
Japanese detention bill which would regard sll
M‘ﬂ:“ Japanese asz subjects of the Japanese

8/17 p-l AP San Francisco--tartime farm adjustment program
a’mmwmmmma
mmnmmmnm

p=16 Mnﬂwumumntmau
General DeWitt sets up prohibited sones.

5/19 p-l AP, San Francisco--iass Jap evacuati
1000 volunteers, to begin early next
announces,

8/20 pel AP, Manganar--Boom town being sonstructed in Owens
Valley to house 10,000 Jap evacuees. Quotes local

man as saying mush of oppesition has faded because
"we are determined to cooperate”.

5/21 p-1 AP los Angeles--First of an estimated 35,000 Japs
_ begin their trip to Mansanar, ;

( P~18 | Gardnerville--{Special) General disspproval of
mm:mummm-uw
in las and lyon counties reported. Only extreme

emergency will cause consideration of plan,

headed by

week, Devit




8/50 pat

p~i4 U of Nevada msy exclude Jap students who are forced %o

- -

Bd. Reiterates that Wevada wants no Japs unless in

concentration camps. Fears entrenchment of Jap popu~
lation, Recommends they be moved farther inland,

AP Los Angeles-~Inyo County faces political problem
a8 thousands of Japs move inte Owens Valley. Will
Mwmm«mnwmtm

county.
umor:mmmmmwm.
Thote of Jap caravan from L.As to Owens Valley.

Ely--American Legion resolution backs Governor Carville's
gtand ageingt relocation except in concentration camps.

=, Mummummm
mmmmuum

m-muunuunum:mh
mmmmmmmw.

leave California schools, sccording to Dr. Leon W, |
Hartman, president, Reason, Nevada is termed critical
area., 1f military rules it possible for Japs to enter
mummmnmunmnmn

4/3 p=1

4/2 p-2

tum-nm'mumyummm-u.

los Angeles-~B00 more Japs leave for Mansansr, "with-
ﬂmﬁlm”“mww

Governor and other officials invited to attend April 7
conference in Salt lake City to discuss Jap problem.
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4/2 p-15 NEA photo of Jap-American attorney, Minoru Yasui,
Hood River,Oregon, who violated alien curfew law in
Portland and surrendered to police in order to ereate
& teat case,

4/3 p-l AP, San Francisco--#RA amounces & work program for Jap
évacuees, Says sbout 6,000 farme will have to have
new operators. In relocation centers pudblic works,
agriculture, war manufscture and private emp loyment
were possible meke up outlook for evacuee employment.

/ Bar Association disapproves propesal to transfer Jap

~ Students from University of California to Nevada University.
"We feel that if Japs are dangerous in Berkeley, Califvrnia,
they are likewise dangerous in the State of Nevada.....

1f Japanese students...are loyal to the United States,

they should be in the Army or in defense work",

4/4 p-6  Jap held by Rene police as violator of enemy curfew law.
Was found on street at 8:30 pem. Curfew at 8;00 p.m.

8ix California Japs employed as gardeners by rench owner
at Winnemucca. Checked by state officers and had proper
credentials. Owner said to be unable to secure other
help, Story inecludes mention that the raneh is located
four miles from Nevada's most productive quicksilver
digtrict, (No further comment as to significance of this).

4/9 p-l4 (Special) Las Vegas-—Governor says if Nevada must teke
aliens, he is organizing to control them properly. He
will name & special conmittee to assist him in keeping

4/7 p-1§ Japanese evacustion problems discussed by western of ficials
| in Salt Lake City.

p=-7 AP, Santa Fe, W.M.,--New Mexicans advised to curb land
gsales to Japanese.

4/9 p-14 Governor Carville seys he will ingist on Federal control
of Japse

4/16 p-4  Bd, quotes Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco. Japs
hove farmed about 1/3 of truck erop acresge although
accounting for only about 2% of ell coast farming activity.
Predicts inoreased prices on fruits and vegetables that
have been produced by "cheap Japanese *atoop lsbor'v,

4/17 p-18 Nevada University Alumni Association objects to admitting
Jap students whe are forced to leave coastal area schools,
Points o0 record of Jap aliens educated in American
colleges now Tighting U,.S. Seys danger of concentrating
large numbers of Japs in this area, and the fact that

L
i




4/17 p-18 imerican students are having their education
by war, why should Jap students take their place,
editorial asks,

4/21 p-l4 Jap eurfew violator in Neno sentenced to 1 year in
jail by Federal judge, |

#it
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I. PATTERN OF PRESS OPINION

Nrvada, with a pre-war Yapanese population of 470, and with

large but extreme;y sparsely settled land areas, entered into

the Japanese evacuation discussions with a vigorous stand that Japs
should not be relocated in the statexx except in what was
consistently termed "concentration camps.”

The edirorial attifude during the survey period reflects this

attitude and consistently reiterated the stand of state officials.

Bear of intrenchmmnt of Jap population in the state and recommendations
that they be moved farther inland form the substgnce of

edltorials throughout the period.

One note of moderation appears in an editorlial on March 30, which
comments on the fact that large numbers of Japanese evacuees

are travelllng through the state and expresses the hope that redsl dents
will not mistreat them,

Treatment in news columns indicates that Nevada mmzxpress was

W tchin% California closely. WNearly one-third of the references
to the Yapanese problem durirg this period were released

from S. F. or L. A., they belng stories mostly from relocation
ofricials., In general, the "azebte dld not devote much edltorial
space to the Yapanese problem, In some 34 Japanese relocation
references over a 35 day period, only three edlitorials referred to
the matter. These reflected the vbgorous opposition of the gov,
and state groups but tempered the opposition by urging orderly
treatment of the situation. In news treatemtn, the “azette gave
considerable space to the controversy over students,

ATTITUDE OF OFFICIAL POLITICAL GROUPS

At the state level,Gov, E, P, Carville was 1in the limelight in
all oppogltion and lent his name to vigorous protests to
General “eWitt concerning possible Japasnese relocation in

N da.

i . Nocstte, p- 1Y
Like othgr western governors, he was linvlited Senator “tewart to
study a Yapanese detention bill which would yegard all American born

Japanese as subjects of the Yapanese Lmperor, He frequently was

quoted as saying that if Nevada must have the Yaps at all they

must be in "concentration camps." and that the federal Government

had to take responsibiltly for controlling the exacuees, Later,

after the Salt Lake conference and after a conference with General

D7eWitt in which the latter had assured him that the evacuation
Q- would be orderly and under 4rmy control, Gov, Carville announced
QW'Q that he would create a special committee in the stﬁis to help him
("\ keep a careful watch of the situation. ¥ Wi B Y on O

| hasel =%, ¢. v~ Feol: s hraas ¥ el L M belpposaal "

Stat§ and local police were glven orders to check the credentials of
' J42ll Japanese found travelling through the state. The curfew law
a?"é Was strictly enforced, apparantly, since a Japanese found on the

f‘

streets of “eno 30 minutes after the curfew limit of 8 p. m.
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was promtly sentenced to one year 1ln jall by a Federal judge. Xhm

Migrant Japanese were frequently mentioned,

g”(‘w Pos hey Lw-{«@“wj TR SY A VT S

in Nevade during this survey period was
or not Japanese students forced to leave coastal
Qa\q’ universities would Ye permitted to enger the University of Nevada,

On March 30, Dr. Leon Hortman/ president of the university, sald Yap students
might be excluded and stated that even 1f the army ruled it
permissible, the Board of LHegents would have to approve any such
entries,

the matter of whethe

Following this statement the Bar #ssociation and then the Alumnil
Association took up the question. The Bar Association issued a statement
which read in part: & O W AR \ ‘

"We fell if Japs are dangerous in Perieley, L‘alif., they

are likewise flangerous in the “tate of Bewvada . o s o If

Japenese students mxeximbtaix . . . are loyal to the

United States, they should be in the army or defense work,"

A g

«‘rgge Alumni Association later backed up this stand, and wenf
further to point to the record of Jap aliens who were educated 1n
American colleges and who now are fighting the United States. If
American students are having their education interrupted by the war,
why should Japanese students be allowed to take their places,
the group asked,

PRIVATE ORGANIZATION ATTIRTUDES (
The only ExX private organizatlons hea from were the AMERICAN
LEGION and a few unidentified farm grqups. The Ely post of the
Legion passed resolutions on March 27/ backing Governor Cgrville's
stand egainst relocaﬁ. except iIn concentration camps., ig
w..-mv\-dc’o)s Pri—y 2]*3 loR. wu~ Vi€l
[ 2, AL
Ax single release from Gardnerville,cited "general approval"
of bringing Japs into the state to aileviate farm, labor qPr%iges
in Dougles and Lyon counties, -
such a plan would be considered only in event of extreme 9£
emergency. Gov, @x Carville was quoted on March Slfsﬁﬁfﬁg_"&"
that conditions and seasons in Nevada make Jap labo ot ;
feasible except for short periods. (Gé. a.df\‘u(/p .7,4., rbd‘ld’mgalam

olotd ut be dlownd i Yio Nafs,

PRIVATE INDI VIDUALS.

-

Although the Gazette occasionally carries forum letters, not one
wasused during the survey period and no individual statements, except
for thosé people (above) identified with organized groups, appeared

in print.




Heho “vening Gazette
Mgreh 25, 1942, p. 1

Problem of Japanese voters in Manzaenar might alow Yap-Americans
to control county of Inyo politically. Inyo's regisbration as of
November, 1940, was 4511, Will be =xx from 5 to 10,000 Japanese-
American voters at Manzanar, If can legally register after 90
days Japs have lnmyo County in thelrxxx hands. 1ssue will

require an attorney general's x2mx rulinge.




