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Patbern of Press Opinion. (Demver Post, Febrmary 26 to Mareh 21, 1942)
The Denver Post, with its 176,000 daily eirculstion pesching inte
virtually every town end village loceted in the Vest mid-continemt avres,
has been & primery influence in shaping pudblic eopinion in this vast ares
during the entive period when the evacustion problem was being studied by
aray and federal authorities. Despite Governor Ralph Carr's pledge to
Genersl De¥itt early in Maveh that Colorado would acoept evacuated
Jepanese, aliens and native~born, as the State's contribution to the
national war effort, the Pest, in the week March 2.9 offered four heated




ounty 'hm-um

in the midet of thoussnds of Yanks, their Sreache

| fangs dvewn, and they will help win the war for
Unole Sem,™

from the Coast, now reported to be traveling through Arisons em route to
Colorade, were not under military guard. In sdveeating thmt the evacuees
hnummmmmm.mmum
writer said "Can you imagine Americsns (freely) moving sround in Japan . . 7"
m&m'oummwﬁmuhmmdaw
seale migration, ummm.rmu.mmmmm
Colorade "fages the same 'Yellow Peril"” problem” which has eonfronted

For a peried of two weeks, the Post was silent. Then on Mareh 24,
eriticised a purported wage sonle for Japanese evacuse workers end said
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ummmpmnmmmummama.umm
to make Page One from April 1 te April 21. BSvery state-~wide angle was
apparently well covered by the Fost during the entire seven week period,
as shown by steries originating fresm sush distant points from Denver as
Greeley, Tusble, Lalunta, Swink, and Trisidad, News developments, involve
ing lesal phases of the evecustion problem, which eriginated at these
poists were well handled by the Post, either through special staff writers

On stories originating from General Dewitt's headquarters in San
Franciseo, the Post alternated between AF and 19T copy.

¥ ',l,-;ku';f__ Ry L 'r‘ - f'v‘t( * i «':&A_t.""h.’ -uﬂ’»,u-v---.lﬂmmu ro-%) e ' .'.'-'n

By hie pledge to General DoWitt late I Februssy, Jeveranor Halph
Cary established himself as the first Vestorn state executive to offer
unqualified cooperation with the Us 5. Amsy in selving the preblem of
aress, That he sensed the problem as vne of & regional nature is shown
by his public statement on Harch £ t.at he would persunslly ask Covernors
sedth of Wyoming and Oriswold of Nebraska to fellow his leadership in
During the menth of March and the first three weeks of April, there
was no departure from this stand, Om March 4, he met with Smith and
Grigwold at the dedication of an irrigation project on the berders of the
three states. In the ensuing weeks, the Colorade executive was apparently
familiar with daily develoyments within his state., On the R7th with
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Som O, Clavk, he spoke before 500 Arkansas Valley farmers gethered at Latunte
and quieted dlsturbing rumors and reporte in that locslity that it would be
over-run Uy Coost Japanese evecuses, Puinting out thet only 158 Japanese
from the West Coast had emtered Colorado since voluntary evecustion had
been permitted and of this musber only 505 were aliens, Governor Carr said;
"They (the Japanese) are mot going $o take over the vegetable business,
the Arkansas Valley or the state of Colorado « « « The Japanese sre pro-
tected by the same constitution that protects American eitizens,”

On Ammy Day, April 6, speaking before the State Defense Counsil, She
governor defended his stand on the Japanese problen in the following state-
ment
"We are at war, and there are no state lines when we

are at war.

“The president had establicshed gertain military sones,
through executive order, within which certain peocple
may not stay. has put it wp teo the Army to enforce
this order,

to take & chance

"1 have b

of the

1% 1s simply
s 30 404 4 o

On April 8, at & regional conference of governors in Salt Lake ity
with ¥, 8, Eisenhower, Col. Farl Bendetsen of Ceneral DeWitt's staff and
Tom Cu Clark, special assistant te the attorney general, Governor Carr,
through his representative, did not join in & joint statement lssued by
Gevernors lew, Utah; Clark, Idahp; Smith, Woming; and Carville, Wevada,
mmmmmam:mwmm.wu—m



- e

Paralleling these moves from the State executive offices, were
moves by two stats agencies, the “tate Department of Zducation and the

Colorado said that institution would secept Japanese evacuee tranafers in
students. .
The highway patrel, apparently on Governor Carr's orders, not only
establighed limison with the patrols of neighboring states,
On ¥areh 6, Japt, Dysant Vurpiy of the Arizena patrel reported that
‘most of the Jepenese traveling seross irisons from Califorais were headed
On March 7, the Trinided, Colorsdo, station reported the arrival of
15 Japanese from Glesdale, Celifornis, bownd for Orowley. Proper travel
/ The Denver Tost on the same day printed sn AP dispateh from Salt
| leke City that 26 Japanese familfes arrived in Ubsh bound for Colorade,
A on Mareh 20, in & Page One story, the 7ost reported that Prank lshida,
 B6, of Los Angeles, was killed in an sutomebile aceident involving a
‘.;mctmﬁmmﬂuwm.m“m
}mmwummwm The story lays responsibility
/ for the aceident on heavy snows and sleet whioh obstructed the highway
- divislen strip.

_,.»;i The Arisons Highway Patyol on Nareh 31 reports that most of appreximstely
|
!




«Te
1,000 Japanese who passed through Thoealx during the week, areh 8530,
said they were en route to Celorado. On the same day, & Fost AP dispasch
from Colerado Springs indlicates that a party of Califoraia Japanese, "ine
cluding seven adults and a baby, enroute to Oreeley in three autos with ,'
two trailers” spent the night of Maveh 20 near that town., The dispeteh
mmmmmmmumumcm!r
mmmtmumarmmmmmmﬂ
figure in news developments invelvin: either Jupanese or the Japanese
evasustion problem during this peried.

mawmumnmmmumum»mm
in conoentration canps if sent to Colorade. Ne withdrew the resolution
when informed thet BSate and Fedevel suthorities were dealing with the
entire problem of Jap evacuses,

There were signs of trowble in Swink, Colorado, on Mareh 20, when &

resolution of protest after it was reported 26 salinas, Oalifornis, Jepanese
had ettenpted to buy or rent 25 Orecley homes, Eayor 7ilkinson was quoted
that it would make an "impoesible dtustion” 1f the deal ocourred, for the
mmmw...u-nmmmwumnum«mm.
there may be troudle.”
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There was & further instance of the temper of lecal officinls as late
as ipril 19 when an AP dispateh from Trinidsd indicated that the Les inimas

ummmmaﬂmmmmuﬂam
from at lesst one private organisation, On February 27 the Pueblo Chamber of
Commerce reloesed a letter semt %o Carr, Jemetors ¥illikan and Jolnson snd
gressman Chengweth, mwmnm.nm-...uun
mmumn»mmwuumm—n
intercsts are served by interaing Japenese or other aliens in Colorade,”

'ummnmumumm-amm,u
associations of Cvlorade beet growers passed resolutions requesting the
Federal government o aliow Japanese evacuse labor in the beet fields.

M mm |
mmmnmm-u
soon soquire & pleve of rich land and &
megcle inte a business opening,

mmmumuummmmuw ¢
the dirty work in the rear, It is 2o wonder that

-
3
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Fobs 85 Pge 7 m.mmo:mm;

lar, 8

May. B

lar, 6

lay, S

m:mnm-umﬁmmmm-

Be ¥, (AP) United States agents move into 46
Californis "forbidden zones® to enforee curfow law

mmummﬂmmmm

M (AP) lost of the Japs traveling
fron unrm.mu-umm.

Muﬂmmmm -linv-nu

Se¥, ﬁ') Army orders allemns from West Coast,

IDITGRIAL {n “Phut's That® eolum, enterses

o %o
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don camps l!nh
mmammmuumn
dealing with the problem,

Trinidad (A7) ummmrs-m
Calif,, bound for Crowley, Colo., At entry port
mwmmmm,.m

Salt lale City (AP) 25 Jupanese families arrive
in Utah bound for Colorado,

Maye 9 Pge 2 EDITORIAL in "That's That" Colum, "Only 11 Japane
mmnmqumwmusm
mluthMﬁlmm
*u s Golorade fuces the same "Yollow Peril®
mmnmwwmr--—vm

Mar, 11 Pge 17 8. T, W) mmmmmm

‘ﬂ 4

iar, 12 "0”

Mar. 19 r;.u'a.r. (AP) Wass evacuation of Japs on Coast will
start next week, according to General DeWitt.

ironk Ishids Il.ct!n mmum
dwmuwmumu
Colorado Springs Highway,
Pge 10 BSwink (Cole.) Mass meeting of eitizenry asks tiat
M muwmm—u-u

Maps 85 Pgs 8 LsAs (AP) 'meu.mmuwn

Mar, 20 Pge 2
Pge 8 m(m.uwuwwmum
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¢, LIST OF PRESS CLIPPINGS (Cont'd,)

homes for 75 Californis ammunm
- :qnumyomuumuuummn
MO

mmmuum.
mm*muam- M
said no would be allowed to settle &
m&-twm'mmm
life} muunmmmw

foderal government. noy Oexr pointed out that
Wmmmmmmm

| eveeuntion orders.
Mare 51 Pge 1 5.7, (AP) 8000 Jups moved from Les Angeles avea.
Pe. 2 Phosatx (w2} Yost of

en route to Colorado saye Capt, ]
Arizona Mighway Patrol,

Nre 84 Pgs 2 Editorial in "That's That™ columms ~ , 4 § 880 a
month for Jap aliens working at Manzanar doesn't
make sense,”

Pgs 856 5.7, (4P) Curfew for MWhm
stntes,

Manzaner (AP) 800 mmmm

Mar, 26 Pg. 51 Boulder (AP) Wvum-mum
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iprs & Fg. 14 Sovernor Csyp (Colo.) defends evacuation of Japs from

Pge 86 Sec. 11. ¥ (AP) Forcible evacustion of Japanese from
San Franeisco is geen,

Apr. B Pg. 6 Sesttle (AP) Nre, Roosevelt says Japanese evacuation
will be made ss easlly as poseible.

Salt Like (AP) PFederal Jap evacuee control urged bWy
fovernor Carr.

Sants Pe (AP) New Mexico will keep Jup evecuses out by
mn.ztm.mm:m&ﬂhl.'

Topeka, ¥ans, (AP) Kansas University won't acoept Jap
student evacuees from Celifornis.

Pge 10 3P (AY) Nore than 600 SF Japs on wey %0 oenter,

Apres A0 Pge 4  San Diege (AP) Ay evecustes Jap wio served 50 years
in U, S nowy.
Pge 20 sSpokane {AP) Japanese alien hearing board moves April 10

to Bimmarek, Y,De

Apre 13 Pg24  Sec. II. SoF. (AP) Arsy squelches rumor Jep aliens
lack care.

Aprs ) Pge 7 mnum MMm!Mhiuu

Apre A7 Pge B 8P (AP] U, 3. scts to assure oreps on 300,000 seres
operated hy Jups and Jap~imericans on Vest Coast.

Apre 19 Fge 2  Trinided (AP)-~ las Animas County Board of Commissioners
on Priday night instructed zheriff Ray Marty to give 24
hours’ netice"te move on" e any Japsnese entering this
“ -

Fge 4 . 111. letter from ¥, J.
'-umv.s.m-
to work alongside Japanese.”
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Ce LIST OF PRESS CLIPPINGS « (Cont'd,)

Apr. 21 TPg 24 8.0 (AP) Jape ordered to evecuste homes in
400 mile Coastal sres - Devitt says 12,800 aliens
muapt got out of sone by May O

Fhiladelpida (AF) Shift of east comst aliens
{insluiing Japanese) is near.

e
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./ b}_{_\lgy OF PUBLIC OPINION IN WESTERN STAYTES ON JAPANESE EVACUATION

February 26 to April 21, 1942
Source: Denver Post

Prepared by Norris James, Information Service Staff, WRA
Briefed by Grodzins with extra data from clippings,




"Governor Smith says 'the State of Wyoming, while willing
to render every assistance to our war program, cannot acqulesce
in the importation of these Japanese into our State,' Governor
Osborn{ speaking for Arizona, announces: *We don't propose to be

a dumping ground for enemy aliens from other states WE WILL NOT
ONLY VIGOROUSLY PROTEST BUT WILL NOT PERMIT THE EVACUATION OF
JAPANESE, GERMAN, OR ITALIAN ALIENS TO ANY POINT IN ARIZONA,'




Colorado press review =- =2-
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SURVEY ANALYSIS

I, PATTERN OF PRESS OPINION

The Denver Fost, with its 176,000 dally eirculation reachling 1into
vifrtually every town and village located in the West me¢d-continent
area, has been a primary influence in shaping public opinion in
thls vast area during the entire period when the evacuation
problem was being studied by army and federal awthorities, (Basis
of this statement?) Despite Gov, Carr's pledge to DeWitt early in
March that Colorado would acceptvevacuated Japanese as a part of
the State's war effort, thne Post in the week Marech 2-9 blasted

four heated editorials in opposition to Carr., All appeared in

the "That's That =x column on page 2, The first quoted in full,
(Caps are newspaper's)

"@overnor Nels H, Smith of Wyoming and Governor Sidney @,
Osborn of Arizona have the right ant on this Jap alien problem.




For a period of two weeks the Post was editorially silent on the
question, On March 24 same this Blast:

"According to press dispatches Jap aliens working on the
internment camp which the government is building at Manzanar, Calif.,
to house 10,000 Haps are being paid $50 a month., Jyst think of kkxkx
that! MILLfONS oF AMERUCANS ARE BEING TAKEN AWXY FROM THEIR HOMES
AND FAMILIES AND JOBS AND ARE BEING PUT XX INTO THE ARMY AT $21
A MONTH TO FIGHT FOR THEIR COUNTRY. AND THEI R GOVERNMENT IS PUTTING
THEIR ENEMIES TO WORK AT $%) A MONTH.

"PAYING ENEMY JAPS MORE THAN TWICE AS MUCH TO BUILD HOUSES THAN
AMERICAN BOYS ARE PAID TO GO TO WAR ANDFI GHT AND RISK THEIR LIVES
IS OUTRAGEOUS, But that isn't the worst, THE GOVERNMENT IS
GOING TO PAY A 'SECURITY WAGE' TO THE JAPS WHO ARE INTERNED IN THIS
CONCENTRATION CAMPS ANDTHIS WAGE WILL RUN AS HIGH AS $94 A MONT
MORE THAN FOUR TIMES THE $21-A-MONTH AT WHICH MEN DRAFTED INTO
THE UNITED STATES ARMY START!

"What's rhe idea of coddling these Japs, anyway? There isn't
any question that a lot of them came to this country to act as spies
and fifth columnists and to stab the nation in the back, if they
got the chance, WE'RE AT WAR WITH JAPAN. We're spending billions
of dollars and training millions of men to kill Japs out inkx the
Pacific, And here in the United States we are going to pay Japs
a 'security wage.' That doesn't make sense,"

Storlies directly concerning the Japanese evacuation or phases ofit
made the Front Page news on six fays furing the month of March,

but_ f A - state-wide
az‘:lgle avir&g daSBa%‘&%:‘ €1§ a8&1 fn & ogg ?gldARF : ]i;]:ile 5 oo sAt:prg‘&riznlg theveerr'ayt ire seven
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week period, as shown by stories originating from such distant

points from Uenver as Greeley, Pueblo, LaJdunta, Swink, and ‘pinided.
ews developments, involving local phases of the evacuation problem,

which originated at these p ints were fully handled by the Post.

Post used AP and kmx INS on stories originating from De Witt's office.

ATTITUDE OF KR OFFICIAL POLITICAL GROUPS

By his pledge to General Le Witt late in February, Gov. Ralph Carr
established himself as the first Western state executive to offer
unqualified cooperation with the U, S. Army 1n solving the problem
4l w , od speedlly evacuatin% enemy aliens, particularly Japanese, from AL
¥be “I.| West Coastkx APeas. That he sense the problem as one of a regiomal |~
.+, _._nature is shown by his public statemeny on March 2 that he would
W' _¥"." personally ask Goverhors Smith of Wyoming and Griswolc of Nebraska
"9 %o follow his leadership in accepting Japanese evacuees,

During the month of March and the first three weeks of April, there
was Qo departure from this stand., On March 4, he met with Smith
and Sriswold at the dedication of an irrigation project on the
borders of the three states. In the ensuing weeks, the Colorado
executive was apparantly familiar with dally developmenys

within his state. On the 27th with Tom C, Clark, he spoke before
500 Arkansas Valley farmers gathered at LaJunta and quited disturbing
rumors and reports in the locality that it would be overrun

by Japanese evacuees., Polnting out that only 153 Japanese from

the West Coast had entered Colorado since voluntary evacuation

had been permitted and of this number only 30% were aliens, fipxx
Gov., Carr sald: "Ehey (the Japanese) are mx#x not going to take over
the ve%etable business, the Arkansas Valley or the State of Colorado
. Tne Japanese are protected by the same Consitution that

} . '.-‘_ . S, . "
r { - 1'('"‘\ b{'} 2

protects American citizens.™ Fo. e -
On Army day, April 6, speaklng before the State Vefense Council,Zangdﬁ%r
the governor defendeéFhis stend om the Japanese problem in the
following statements:

"we are at war and there are noxxmxxx state lines when we
are at war,"

"The President has established certain military zones, through
executive order, within which certain people may not stay, He has
put it up to the army to enforce this order."

"The army had said that certain people may be moved from these
zones because it does not feel it 1s wise to take a chance on any
of them, This is a war order to avoid fifth column activities
on the West Coast."

"I have been assured BnxvRexpayxvx that there 1s no desire
on the part of the Government to bring Japanese into Colorddb or
other states to compete with native labor,"

"Tt is simply a question of Americen Fatridtism, We are Americans
and must do what the Government desires us to do o o« o

On April 8, atxx a reglonal conferenceé of govepngrs is Salt “ake

City with E1senhower, Bendetsen and Clark' Gove “arr did not” join

in the joimt statement issued by Governor s Maw, Utah; Clark, Idaho;
Smith, Wyoming; and Carville, Nevada, in urging Federal control

of evacuated Yapanese., Bhe statement’ "The question now lsone of milltary

necessit . The issue is whether the federal government 1s to accept the resp-

onsibilizi for caring for and guarding them and %eturning them to thelr homes
after the war is over,"
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Paralleling these moves from the State executive offices, were moves
by two state agencles, The State VYepartment of “ducation and the
State Highway fatrol. .. 2! J

On March 26, Pres, Robert L, Stevens of the University of
8olorado said that institulon would accept Japanese evacuee transfers
in "imited numbers™ and that they would be mostly upper-clasmen

and graduate students, ' _
The highway patrol, appatantly on Gov, Carr s orders, not
only checked the flow of Japanese migration to Colorddo but early

in March established liason with the patrols in other states.,

2N N
On March 6,¢Capt. Dysant Murphy of the #4rizona patrol re orted
that most of the Yapanese travelling across Arizona from Cal were
headed for Colorado. No mumbers were revealed,

_ W 'IZ)
On March 7} the Tpinidad, Colorado, statlon reported the arrlibale
15 Japsnese from Glendale, Calif,, bound for Crowley. FProper

travel permits were displayed.

The Denver fost on the same day printed and AP dispatch from Salt
Lake City that 25 Japenese fmmilies arrived in Utah bound for

Colorado.

On March 20, in a p. 1 zbxbyb story, Post reported auto accldent
in which Jap killed in auto wreck, ause snow and sleet,

_, Mapch Sl}féeizOEa Highway fatrol reported that most of the

cob | approximately 1,000 “apanese who passed through Phoenix during a.
e W ws) the, week, Mgpeh 23-30 said they were en route to Colorado. On the J0%

‘ ot | a Post AP dispatch from Colorado Springs reported P

that sevén Japs and an infent were en xxmxxx route to Greeley. |

The dispatch infers that the Japanese "had been stopped and questioned
(premumably by local authorities) in nearly every Colorado town

they passed through.
Activities of local officials during period:

‘Merch 3 Councilman Harry Rosenthal endeavored to persuade
the Denver City Council to pass a resolution that Japanesg aliens
be confined in concentration camps 1f sent to Colorado. e withdrew
the resblution when informed that State and Federal authoFfities wee

)0/ dealing with the entire problem of Jap evacuees., n

g: ’ffgf | There were signs of trouble in Swink, Colo., on March 20,” |
| Q’QJig, when a dispatech from that town indicated that Mayor G. E. KIMBLE
b, YA / had called a mass meéting of cltlzens and that by resolution

74 oA | the townspeople had askeVthat all transient Japanese in Colorado

" "pe interned under guard.,"

-~
¥

In Greeley on March 25, the city council, at the request
of Mayor L. L. Wilikinson adopeed a resolution of protest after
it was repirted that 25 Salina, Calif., Japs, had attem ted to
buy or rent 25 Greeley homes. Mayor Wilk, was quo ed to the
affect taht it would make "an impossible situation™ if the deal
occhred, because ", . . when we get the casualty lists with

names of loeal boys, there may be trouble,"
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On April 19 AP dispatch from Trinidad indicated that the Las Animas
County Board of Commisssioners voted unanlmously to instruct
Sherriff Ray Marty to give a 24 hour removal notice to any “apanese
entering the county. Commlsssioner W. F. Robinson reported that
Japanese families evacuated from the FEX coast were to be placed

in & northern New Mexico settlement adjacent to Las Animas County.

ATTITUDE OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS

Public support for Gove, Carr's stand from at least one private
organization, the Pueblo Chamber of Commerce, On Feb, 27, it

was reported that it released a letter to “arr, ®enators Millikan
and Johnson and Congressman Chenowith. This letter expressed
the opinion that ", . . it is our American duty to cooperate
with the -Federal Government if it feels the natlional interests
are served by interning Japanese or other aliens In Colorado,"

In contrast with conditions in Montana, Wyoming and the Dakotas,

no associations of Colorado beet growers passed resolutions requesting
the Fed. Gov't, to allow Jap, evacuee labor n the beet fields. (That
is no such resolutions were reported in the Fost. mmg)

ATTITUDE OF PRIVATE INDI VIDUALS

April 12, letter in Forum from S. B. 8immons of FPlatteville, Colo.,
Critieism of Carr and of Japs, going into vegetable business and
taking bt over, having white girls as fronts for them and

doing the dirty work in the rear themselves, "But Governor Carr

says the Japs are native born and entitled to their rights under

our laws. The plain fact of the matter is, no matter where a Japanese
is born he is never a loyal citizen at heart, never develops our

ways and customs, He remalns an enemy alien and should be

disposed of in the same manner from our society."
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venver Post
April 7, 1942, p. 4

Topeka, Kan,, April 7 -4P-  Hubert Brighton, secretary of the

state bsard of regents, denied Tyesday that Kansas University would
accept “"apanese students as reported by the Unlversity of Californla
Tuesda'y.

The California report maxx salid Chancellor Deane W, Malott had
indicated Kansas university would take such students mbved inland
from the west coast, but Brighton explained the chancellor's
statement apparently was made before the regents approved an
anti-Japanese policy last week,



Arizona Republle
‘March 12, 194%2, P.l

AxpxJAP EVACUEES COLDLY RECEIVED

Senta Barbara, Calif,., Mar. 11 -AP - Japanese who voluntarlly
evacuated the West Coast combat zones received cold receptions

4in Texas, Utah, Nebraska, and Colorado, Taki Asakuri, vice-presicent
/ of the Japanese American Citizens League, said today

"The Japsnese Here will remain and awalt government instructions,”
seid Asskura., "Those who went eastward 1n search of hémes

for our families were made to feel unwelcome, Merchants refused
to sell them supplies or gasoline, in many lnstances, and law
enforcement officials kept reminding them to move on,"
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