
The at t ac hed r epo r t  was hur r i ed l y wr i t t en f o l l o wi ng 

a < 2 t wo day v i s i t  t o Manzanar  and t he Deat h Val l ey CCC 

camp. I t  i s bas ed, t her ef o r e, on has t y obs er vat i ons and 

' âgf  ̂ an i ncompl et e under s t andi ng of  t he backgr ound f ac t o r s . 

F ur t her mor e, except  f o r  c er t ai n phases of  t he ac t i v i t i es 

of  Decern er  6, i t  i s compl et el y undocument ed'. The r epor t  

i s t hus mor e of  an i m- pr essi on t han any t hi ng e l s e . I t  i s 

s ubj ec t  t o addi t i o n and dr as t i c r ev i s i o n . The anal y s i s 

of  c aus al  f ac t o r s i s J Hl J i i »i i fcl  t enuous , but  one t hat  I  

t h i nk wi l l  be c or r obor at ed as t he add i t i o na l  r epor t s 

become av a i l ab l e . 

The Manzanar  i nc i dent  pr ov i des an i ns t r uc t i v e 

compar i son wi t h t he Gi l a and Pos t on af f a i r s ' . >5* Wi t h a 
! C, 

f ew v ar i at i o ns t o s ui t  t he'J l ocal  scenes t he pat t er n 

.each of  t h e s ^ j  
i n SeJT*: t hr ee camps i s W c l ear l y s i mi l ar ' . 

£ax 



Gr odz i ns Repor t  "" 
The Manzanar  Shoot i ng 
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Par t  I . -  Pr e- Evacuat i on 

I f  one t h i ng can be s ai d wi t h compl et e c er t ai nt y 

i n r egar d t o t he beat i ng of  F r ed Tayama on December  5 at  

Manzanar  and of  t he t r agi c event s f o l l o wi ng t hat  beat i ng , i t  

i s t hat  t he r oo t s of  t he a f f a i r  l i e i n t he days bef o r e evacua-

t i on and, i ndeed, bef o r e Pear l  Har bor  i t s e l f . 

Mr . F r ed Tayama, a wel l - t o- do Los Angel es bus i nes s man, 

i f  t he c h i ef  pr o t agoni s t  of  t he Manzanar  a f f a i r . I t  was hi s 

bei ng beat en t hat  set  o f f  t he unr es t  at  Manzanar . I t  was t he 

summar y d i s po s a l  of  one of  t he peopl e s us pec t ed of  par t i c i pat i ng 

i n t he beat i ng t hat  caused t he f i r s t  mass meet i ngs and t he f i r s t  
i n 

t hr eat s o f  t he r i o t . I t  was /an at t empt  t o f r ee t h i s s us pec t ed 

as s a i l an t  of  Mr . Tayama t hat  t he k i l l i n g o f  t wo J apanese by t he 

mi l i t ar y o c c ur r ed. Mr . Tayama1s pr e- evacuat i on ac t i v i t i es ar e 

i mpor t ant  f o r  an under s t andi ng of  t h i s sequence o f  ev ent s . 

Tayama f o r  many year s was a r es t aur ant  owner  i n L 0 s 

Angel es . Though t h i s bus i nes s pr os per ed  ̂ he l e f t  t he r es t aur ant  

bus i nes s i n 1940 and opened t he P ac i f i c Ser v i c e Bur eau. The 

l at t er  o r gani zat i o n ser ved as a means by whi ch t he J apanes e, and 

es p ec i a l l y t he non- l i t er at e I s s e l , c oul d be gi ven adv i c e I n r e-

gar d t o r ea l  es t at e and l ega l  mat t er s and i ns ur anc e. Tayama 

h i ms el f  was not  a l awyer  but  he empl oyed at t o r neys and hi s Ser -

v i c e Bur eau was exc eedi ngl y pr os per ous . He had one o f  t he f i nes t  

J apanese homes i n t he Los Angel es ar ea . At  t he same t i me he was 

r at her  t hor oughl y d i s l i k ed bec aus e of  what  peopl e t hought  wer e 
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exc es s i v e char ges f o r  hi s s er v i c es . Tayama s er v ed, j us t  bef o r e 

ev ac uat i o n ,as t he P r es i dent  of  t he Sout her n Br anch o f  t he J apan-

ese- Amer i can Ci t i zens L eague. 

Two s pec i f i c char ges ar e l a i d agai ns t  Tayama as a 

bas i s f o r  t he i nt ens e d i s l i k e o f  hi m t hat  devel oped pr i o r  t o 

t he ev ac uat i o n . I n t he f i r s t  p l ac e, Tayama i s accused of  

c har gi ng r ea l l y exo r bi t ant  r at es f o r  a i d i ng J apanese a l i ens 

i n f i l l i n g out  l egal  f or ms t hat  wer e r equi r ed of  t hem af t er  

t he war  began» When evac uat i on bec ame i mmi nent , Tayama i s 

s a i d t o have char ged f r om $25 t o $35 per  per son f o r  f i l l i n g 

out  i den t i f i c a t i o n and F eder al  Reser ve Bank (or  Far m S e c u r i t y 

Admi n i s t r at i o n) f o r ms . 

I t  i s s a i d , f u r t h er , t hat  Tayama c ap i t a l i z ed on h i s 

pr es i denc y o f  t he J . A . C . L . i n f at t en i ng h i s pur se t hr ough adv i c e 

on ev ac uat i o n . Thus , one un i v er s a l l y bel i ev ed s t o r y i s t hat  

Tayama i ns t r uc t ed t he s ec r et ar y of  hi s J . A . C . L . c hapt er  t o 

d i r ec t  peopl e who came t o J . A . C . L . o f f i c e t o t he o f f i c e of  t he 

P ac i f i c Ser v i c e Bur eau, whi c h was s ev er al  f l o o r s above i n t he 

same b u i l d i n g . The i nc o ngr ui t y o f  t he J . A . C . L . mak i ng a l l  sor t s 

of  o f f er s t o a i d t he J apanese i n t hei r  t r oubl es was ver y appar ent  

t o t he s ens i t i v e J apanese communi t y . Tayama became hat ed not  onl y 

by t he I s s e i  whom he "mi l k ed" but  al s o by many mor e l i ber a l  

Ni s ê i  who c ompl et el y di s appr oved of  h i s ac t i o ns . H0w c ompl et el y 

t hey di s appr ov ed i s demons t r at ed by t he f ac t  t hat  t he Ni s e i  

Uni t ed Ci t i z ens F eder at i on, whi c h was f or med r at her  l a t e , i s 

supposed t o have char ged 35 cent s per  per son f o r  t he same ser -

v i c eNf e ~̂Tayama ĉ h.ar ged $35 

^T a y a ma i s supposed t o have r a i s ed appr oxi mat el y $2000 
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f o r  t he s p ec i f i c pur pose o f  a i d i ng t he Ter mi nal  I s l and J apanes e 

a f t er  t hei r  sudden ev ac uat i o n . "Thi s a i d t o t he Ter mi nal  I s l and-

er s was supposed t o be pur el y ph i l an t h r o p i c . Tayama was do i ng 

t he wor k i n h i s c apac i t y as J . A . C . L . ri.i< i  iCi  i w,l  and he used t he 
A 

J . A . C . L 1 s name f o r  t he r a i s i ng of  f unds . Ac c or di ng t o ever y 

r epor t  t hat  I  have r ec e i v ed , T ayama has never  s a t i s f ac t o r i l y 

account ed f o r  t he #2000 he r a i s ed . I ndeed, he i s ac c us ed of  

l y i ng about  i t s d i s p o s i t i o n . T hus , he c l ai med t hat  he spent  

STsf an l i  

a po r t i on of  t he money hav i ng t he Ter mi nal p̂eopl e br ought  t o 

Los Angel es . L at er  I t  devel oped t hat  some L os Angel es pr oduce 

man haul ed t he Ter mi nal  gr oup t o L 0 s Angel es i n t he f o r mer 's 

own t r ucks and at  t hei r  own expens e, Tayama supposedl y r ef us ed 

t o make any ac c ount i ng f o r  t he money. The r eac t i on of  a l l  t he 

J apanes e, r egar dl es s of  t he i r  age, t he i r  l o y a l t i es or  t hei r  

po s i t i o n i n t he communi t y, i s one of  r esent ment  of  t h i s at t i t ude 

o f  Tayama. 

I t  shoul d be no t ed t hat  t h i s obser ver  has made no 

at t empt  t o check on t he/ac c ur ac y or  t he t r ut hf u l nes s of  t he 

s t o r i es not ed abo v e. Tanaka i s get t i ng Tayama's own s t o r y of  

h i s ac t i ons dur i ng t he pr e- evacuat i on per i o d . Regar dl es s o f  

t he t r u t h of  t he s t o r i es , however , t her e can be no doubt  t hat  

(1) t hey ar e wi del y be l i ev ed ; ( 2) t hey ar e t he bas i s f o r  a 

pr o f ound mi s t r us t  and hat r ed f o r  Tayama on t he par t  of  t he 

ent i r e J apanese communi t y . 

I n addi t i o n t o t he s p ec i f i c char ges agai ns t  Tayama 

h i s ac t i v i t i es wi t h t he J . A . C . L . added no t h i ng t o h i s po pu l ar i t y . 

most  of  t he I s s e i  and by many Ni s e i  t he J . A . C . L ' s pr e- evacua-

t i on po l i c y of  "we wi l l  be gl ad t o evacuat e i f  i t  wi l l  hel p t he 
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c o u n t r y , " was a mi s t ak e o f  t he f i r s t  o r der . Suc h a s i mpl e 

a t t i t u d e , i t  i s f e l t , was bo t h f o o l i s h and , as t he r e l o c at i o n 

exper i enc es have demo ns t r at ed, p er n i c i o u s , as f a r  as t he p o s i t i o n 

o f  t he J apanes e i n t he Amer i c an communi t y i s c o nc er ned. Ev er y 

d i s c o mf o r t  o f  Manzanar  c o ul d be t r ac ed bac k t o t he J . A . C . L . ' s 

ac c ept anc e o f  ev ac u at i o n . As t he P r es i dent  o f  t he Sout her n 

Ca l i f o r n i a Br anc h o f  t he J . A . C . L . , Tayama bo r e t he c ommuni t y 's 

d i s p l eas u r e on t h i s s c o r e . F r ed T ay ama ! s ac t i o ns at  Manzanar  

by no means mi t i ga t ed t he wi des p r ead hat r ed t hat  was f e l t  f o r  

h i m. I n deed , i f  any t h i ng , he f e l l  i n t o even gr eat er  d i s p l ea s u r e . 

At  Manzanar  h i s most  unpopul ar  an t i c s wer e t hos e c onc er ned wi t h 

h i s demo ns t r at i o n o f  h i s Amer i c an i s m. As one o bs er v er  put  i t , 

"Tayama was not  c ont ent  t o be a 100$ Amer i c an: he was a 350$ 

Amer i c an . " S p e c i f i c a l l y , Tayama was v er y l oos e i n h i s t a l k 

about  d i s l o y a l  Amer i c ans , o penl y i n f o r mi ng t he Admi n i s t r at i o n 

about  man i f es t a t i o ns of  d i s l o y a l t y on t he par t  of  p a r t i c u l a r  

i n d i v i du a l s at  Manzanar . Tayama i s s a i d t o have wor ked o f f  h i s 

per s o nal  p r e j ud i c es by ac c us i ng t hos e he d i s l i k ed o f  be i n g pr o-
� 

J ap an es e . He i s a l s o s a i d t o have i nf o r med on t he bas i s of  com-

p l e t e l y i nadequat e ev i den c e . Tayama d i d h i s i n f o r mi ng wi t h some 

s ec r ec y but  t he J apanes e gr apev i ne k ept  t he communi t y i nf o r med 

o f  h i s a c t i v i t y . Des p i t e h i s k nowl edge o f  t he gr apev i ne at  wo r k , 

Tayama c o nt i nued t o i nf o r m wi t ho ut  d i s c r i mi nat i o n and i ndeed 

became even l es s r e t i c e n t t e f e f he communi t y know what  he was 

d o l  (AUl  ̂ LU To&t  g/ccui u<4 

T ay ama's unpo pu l ar i t y r eac hed i t s c l i max when, t hr ough 

p o l i t i c a i  mano euv er i ng, he was chosen t o r ep r es ent  Manzanar  at  

t he Nat i o n a l  J . A . C . L . c o nv ent i o n at  S a l t  L ak e Ci t y N0v ember  17- 25 
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What ever  t he t r u t h o f  t he char ges agai ns t  T ay ama, t her e I s no 

doubt  ¿ ¡ I M no mor e unr epr es ent at i v e per son c oul d be chosen 

t o pr es ent  t he v i ews of  Manzanar  at  t he c o nv ent i o n. The ent i r e 

camp was wr at hf u l  at  t he c ho i c e and Tayama's ac t i ons at  Sal t  

L ake Ci t y di d no t hi ng 4m* dec r eas e t h i s wr at h . For  he i s s ai d 

t o have r epeat ed t he same l oose char ges i n r egar d t o un- Amer i -

can ac t i v i t i es at  Manzanar , s p ec i f i c a l l y nami ng i ndi v i dual s 

and mak i ng s pec i f i c s ugges t i ons t o I RA o f f i c i a l s on how t o r i d 

t he camp of  i t s t r o ub l es . When he r et ur ned t o Manzanar  at  t he 

end of  November , F r ed T ayama was a mar ked man. 

\  The Manzanar  s i t u a t i o n . 

No hat r ed d i r ec t ed at  a par t i c u l ar  i nd i v i dua l  c oul d 

have i t s e l f  have p r ec i p i t at ed t he r i o t  and t he s hoo t i ng at  

Manzanar  on N0vember  6 . Condi t i ons at  Manzanar , i n common 

wi t h t hose at  Gi l a , Tul e Lake and Pos t on, wer e conduc i ve t o 

gener al  unr es t  and d i s s a t i s f ac t i o n i n t he communi t y. No at t empt  

can be made her e t o des c r i be t hes e f ac t o r s i n any d e t a i l . They 

ar e s i mpl y l i s t ed be l o w: 

t * Gener al  d i s s at i s f ac t i o n wi t h c onc ent r at i on camp l i v i n g . 

I nadequat e hous i ng and mes s hal l  d l et s u r̂ e of  cour se f undament al . 

To t hese at  Manzanar  must  be added t he sever e dust  st or ms and, 

mor e r ec ent l y , t he sever e c o l d . Eac h of  t he ev ac uees ' apar t -

ment s has a smal l  o i l  s t o v e. ( I n mar ked c ont r as t  i nc i dent a l l y 

'' Ĵ ar  t he apar t ment s of  t he Admi ni s t r at i o n) The heat i ng uni t s 

ar e r emar kabl y e f f i c i e n t , but  t he d i f f i c u l t y i s t hat  o i l  i s 

s t r i c t l y r at i o ned t o t he J apanes e. As a consequence of  t h i s 

r at i o n i ng i t  i s doubt f u l  i f  some of  t he J apanese get  war m dur i ng 
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t he t i me t hey spend out  o f  b ed . I ndeed, many of  t hem spend much 

of  t hei r  t i me I n bed as t he onl y way of  k eepi ng war m. I t  i s 

har d t o over - es t i mat e t he wr at h t hat  must  be ar ous ed wi t h i n kks 

a f at her  who sees h i s c h i l dr en r emai n I n bed unt i l  l at e i n t he 

af t er noon "j u s t  t o keep war m." 

no doubt  f r om t he ev i denc e at  hand t hat  a gr oup of  o l der  men 

have c ons c i ous l y wor ked t o embar ass t he Admi ni s t r at i on and t o 

make Manzanar  l i f e as unpl eas ant  as p o s s i b l e . As ear l y as t he 

f i r s t  par t  of  Augus t , Tanak a r ec o r ded i n h i s Hi s t o r i c a l  Document  

on Manzanar  a shar p di sagr eement  about  t he adv i s ab i l i t y of  any 

sel f - gover nment  at  Manzanar . Those who ar gued agai ns t  s el f -

gover nment  t ook t he po s i t i o n t hat  t he J apanese wer e v i r t ua l l y 

pr i s o ner s of  war  and t hat  t her e was no poi nt  i n t r y i ng t o gover n 

t hemsel ves under  c onc ent r at i on camp c o nd i t i o ns . 0 n August  6, 

T a nak a and Masaoka comment ed t hat  t h i s gr oup c oul d "des t r o y a l l  

hope o f  s uc c es s f o r  t he WRA pr ogr am wi t h i n t he c ent er s t hems el v es . " 

Th i s r epor t  of  Masaoka and T a nak a i s at t ac hed as annex I . t o t h i s 

r epor t  as ev i denc e of  a v o c al  ant 1- Amer i can sent i ment  at  Manzanar  

as ear l y as Augus t  6 , 1942. A document  f r om Masaoka and Tanaka 

l a t er  i n Augus t  comment i ng on t he Ni s e i - I s s e i  c l as h I s a l s o 

at t ac hed. 

mer e wo r ds . What  was appar ent l y t he f i r s t  gang ac t i on at  Manzanar , 

d i r ec t ed s p ec i f i c a l l y agai ns t  t he Admi ni s t r at i on m̂t t r  occur r ed on 

N0vember  11 when Tom I mai , a member  of  t he Manzanar  i n t er nal  p o l i c e , 

was soundl y beat en and k i c k ed by a gr oup of  un i den t i f i ed as s a i l -

an t s . Th i s at t ac k appar ent l y r es u l t ed f r om t he f ac t  t hat  I mai  had 

The Ac t i v i t y of  t he Gener al  Mal - eont ent s. Ther e can be 

The ac t i v i t i e s of  t he pr o- J apanese was not  l i mi t ed t o 
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been i ns t r ument al  i n s t oppi ng t he f l ow of  c ont r aband l i quo r  t hat  

was bei ng br ought  i n t o t he camp by r et ur n i ng beet  f i e l d wo r k er s . 

On al most  t he same day , a gr oup of  young peopl e t hr ew r ocks 

t hr ough t he wi ndows s s of  one of  t he po l i c e women (Yo Tabuc hi ) 

i n t he camp who was al s o supposed t o par t i c i pat e i n t he s ear c h 

f o r  cont r aband go o ds . 

Sev er al  o r gani zed gr oups ar e supposed t o have 

exer t ed l eader s h i p among t he ant i - admi ni s t r at i on pr o r J apanes e 

f o r c es . These gr oups c ar r y a bewi l der i ng assor t ment  of  names 

bu t , f r om t he ev i denc e on hand, t he f o l l o wi ng seem most  i mpor t ant  

a . The Bl ood Br o t her s (Yuho K es s h i dan) . -  Th i s i s a sec r et  

gr oup whose onl y ac t i v i t y  ̂ as a gr oupy has been t he pos t i ng of  

t hr eat s on mes s hal l  bu l l e t i n boar ds agai ns t  member s not  onl y of  

t he Cauc as i an admi n i s t r at i o n , but  a l s o agai ns t  J apanese who wer e 

ov er - f r i endl y t o t hat  admi n i s t r at i o n . (Tayama's name i nc i dent a l l y 

appear ed on ever yone of  t he Bl ood Br o t her s ' l i s t s ) . I n addi t i o n 

t o di r ec t  t h r eat s , t he Bl ood Br o t her s pos t ed no t i c es oppos i ng 

sel f - gover nment  and i n addi t i o n addr es s ed s pec i f i c «M| b l et t er s 

t o J apanese co- oper at i ng wi t h t he Admi n i s t r at i o n, ar gui ng 

t he f u t i l i t y o f  t he i r  c ooper at i on and t hr eat eni ng "puni shment  

f r om heav en" i f  t hey c ont i nued t o c o o per at e, ^S p e c u l a t i n g 1 

wi t hout  ev i denc e, i t  seems r eas onabl e t o assume t hat  men wi t h 

t he t emer i t y t o under t ak e such ac t i v i t i es woul d al s o be t he 

men who woul d pr ovoke d i r ec t  ac t i o n agai ns t  t he Admi n i s t r at i o n , 

when t he occas i on pr es ent ed i t s e l f . I n ot her  wo r ds , i t  i s 

s ugges t ed her e t hat  t he member s of  t he Bl ood Br o t her s cor ps ar e 

ver y pr obabl y t he peopl e who l ed t he agi t at i o n on December  6 

b . The Ter mi nal  I s l and Gang, a l s o known as t he Y o go r es , or  
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t he S a n Pedr o bunc h. I t  i s t h i s gr oup t hat  i s supposed t o have 

beat en up I mai  on November  11. I t  i s c l ai med t hat  t her e ar e 

as many as 500 young men i n t hei r  ear l y t went i es , l ed by 20 

hab i t ua l  t r oubl e- mak er s , i n t h i s gang. They ar e c har ac t er i zed 

ac c o r di ng t o Masoaka and Tanak a b y j "t h e i r  pr ev i ous occupat i on has 

"been ei t her  t hat  of  f i sher men or  canner y wo r k er ; t hei r  deep r es ent  

"ment  agai ns t  t he gover nment  and anyone i n au t ho r i t y , as a r es u l t  

"o f  t he manner  i n whi c h t hey wer e ev ac uat ed; t hei r  out spoken b i t t e r  

"nes s agai ns t  what  t hey des c r i be as "unj us t  i mpr i sonment  of  my 

"o l d man by t he P . B . I . " (Al most  a l l  Ter mi nal  I s l and o l der  men�t he 

"f at her s of  t hes e y o ut hs �wer e t aken i nt o c us t ody ) t hei r  c r ude 

"manner s , uncout h dr es s and s peec h, t he l at t er  be i ng a mi xt ur e of  

"J apanes e and E ng l i s h t o a gr eat er  ext ent  t han i s usual smong t he 

" N i s e i . " Th i s Ter mi nal  I s l and gang has had a r ec o r d at  Manzanar  

o f  gang v i o l enc e i n s po r t s , at  dances and i n t hei r  r e l at i o ns wi t h 

ot her  r es i dent s o f  t he p r o j ec t . Obv i o us l y , t he Ter mi nal  I s l and 
» 

gr oup i s i ns pr ed i n many of  i t s ac t i v i t i es by o l der  peopl e 

irins 

c . The Dunbar  Gang or  t he Zoo t - s ui t s # ¿ i k e t he Ter mi nal  

I s l ander s , t he Zoot - s ui t er s pr i mar i l y a young bunc h of  

r owdi es wi t h no r es pec t  f o r  t he l aw and es pec i a l l y no r es pec t  

f o r  c onc ent r at i on camp l aw. L i k e t he Ter mi nal  I s l ander s , a l s o , 

t h i s gr oup i s i mpor t ant  t o t he cur r ent  I nv es t i gat i o n bec aus e 

i t  appar ent l y has been i n f l uenc ed i n i t s ac t i o ns by o l der  ̂

p o l i t i c a l l y mi nded ant i - admi ni s t r at i on l eader s . 

d . Ther e ar e o t her  ant i - admi ni s t r at i on gr oups supposed t o 

be ac t i v e i nc l udi ng one known as t he "P ur p l e Dr agons " and anot her  
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d i s c us s es t hes e gr oups , t hough M n  ̂ wi t hout  gr eat  d e t a i l . Bo t h 

Tanaka and Ches t er  have been as k ed t o do compl et e des c r i p t i o ns 

of  t he member shi p and ac t i v i t i es of  t he var i ous gangs . 

� The Absence of  Ni s e i  l eader s h i p . 

Mor e t han i n any ot her  camp, t he Ni s ei  have r e-

mai ned i n t he bac kgr ound at  Manzanar . The l ac k of  l eader s h i p 

among t he Ni s ei  was r emar ked upon by ever y per son t o whom I  

t a l k ed . The gr eat es t  f ac t o r  i n t he l ac k of  Ni s e i  l eader s h i p 

s i nc e August  at  l eas t  (when t he gr eat es t  t r oubl es have come) 

i s ac c ount ed f o r  i n iiwiii  Al i t ât *.) by t he f ac t  t hat  a gr eat  number  

of  t he young men of  Manzanar  l e f t  f o r  t he har ves t  f i e l d s . 



/O 

¿ v en af t er  r et r un i ng f r om t he j grni  . f i e l d s , t hes e po t ent i a l  
t  d i d not  j  

Ni s e i  l e a d e r ^M M N i p i f e ac c ept  r es po ns i b i l i t y wi t h i n t he 

camp� O i  , :ii.i.ni[iifiBii  I n some cases t her e ws s a s i mpl e r ef u-

s al  t o par t i c i pat e becau e of  the per s onal  danger  i nvo l ved« 

I n some c as es , t he f act  t hat  o l der  men now c ont r o l l ed bl oc k 

gr oups mi?de i t  i mpo s s i bl e f o r  t h e r et ur ni ng wor k er s to ga i n 

s w m m u * " ' pos i t i ons , , n̂ some c ases , f i na l l y , t he n i s e i  based 

t h e i r  r ef us al  t o t ak e l eader s hi p on t he f ac t ' t h a t  t hey 

want ed t o l eav e t he camp î mmedi  at  el y ^s b m . , ei t her  per manent l y 

or  f or  f ur t her  shor t  t er m empl oyment , What ever  t he c aus es , 

at  Eanzanar  ,mor  e t han at  any o t her  camp, t he i s s e i  c ont r o l l ed 

t he J apanes e communi t y and t he l i a i s o n po s i t i o ns bet ween t he 

J apanese and t he admi n i s t r at i o n , (1 have as k ed Chest er  t o 

wr i t e t h i s up i n det ai l *) 

Al t oget her  as i de f r om t he gener al  gr oup hat r ed 

o f  Tayama, t hese t hr ee f ac t o r s ma de f ar  g3 ner al  unr est  i n 

t he camp, wht<fcA was by no means mi t i gat ed by t he f r ec uent  

changes of  p r o j ec t  d i r ec t o r s , f o l l o wi ng t he depar t ur e of  

Mr , Nas h. As ear l y as Augus t , a sl ow- down i n wor k was no-

t i ced-  ̂ by t he Cauc as i an s t af f j g i n t he camouf l age f a c t o r ^  ̂

as wel l  as i n Hi e v ar i ous i nt r a- camp p r o j ec t s . F ur t her mor e, 

t he asc endanc y o f  i s s e i  l eader s h i p was c l ear l y mar ked at  

t he end of  t he summer  by t he who l es al e r es i gnat i o n of  f o r e-

ma nsh i p j obs and t he r ef us al  of  many compet ent  peopl e to ac-

cept  po s i t i o ns o f  r es p o n s i b i l i t y . Thi s s t ood i n mar ked con 

t r as t  to t he ear l y days of  camp l i f e , when fo r emansh i p j obs 

wer e wi del y sought  f or  t hei  r  pr es t i ge v a l u e , »»i th t he 

gr owt h of  d i s i l l ms i o nmai t  over  r e l o c at i o n camp c o ndi t i o ns , 



// 

and t h e r i s e o f  t he i s s e i  to domi nant  p o s i t i o ns wi t h i n 

t he J apanes e communi t y , a p r es t i ge j ob be c ane a mar ked 

l i a b i l i t y r at her  t han an a s s e t . I t s s ubi eo t ed i t s ho l der , 

- , t o th r eat s of  v i o l ence.- , or  t o t- t  v i o-

l enc e i t s e l f . 

I t  i s undo ubt ed l y t r ue t he t j p̂ a r t  o f  t h i s s i t ua-

t i  on was c r eat ed by genui ne pr o - J apanes e, ant i - Amer i c an i s s e i  

e l ement s , (Tanak a wi l l  dev el o p t h i s po i nt  i n h i s r ep o r t . ) 

At  t he same t i me, a par t  of  i t  was c aus ed by s i mpl e non- po-

/ l i t i c a l  an t i - admi n i s t r â t i o n f e e l i n g feî aat  gr ew s t r onger  as 

t i me went  on.^̂ r i i i s ant  i - admi ni s t  r at i o n s ent i ment  

-  was demons t r at ed i n many ways and was based 

i n l a r ge p a r t , on e l ong s er i es o f  pr omi s es t hat  wer e nev er  

k ep t . Thes e pr omi s es i nc l uded 1) t he gr ant  of  gr ey er  f r eedom 

f o r  ev ac uees i n t he h i n t er l and o f  t he camp; 2) bet t er  heat i ng 

f a c i l i t i e s ; 3 ) � 11 r  t he i mpr ovement  o f  f o o d , and Qf ) 

t he amel i o r at i o n of  ho us i ng h a r d s h i p s . How hi gh t h i s s ent i  -

ment  i s c an be seen by t he f ac t  t hat  a s u bs t an t i a l  po r t i o n 

of  t he Manzanar  communi t y i s  ̂ f i r ml y c onv i nc ed t hat  ex- camp 

d i r ec t o r  Hoy Nash i s l angu i s h i ng somewher e i n a f eder al  

p en i t en t i a r y rinainjiwiiiw'PliWIipi  f o r  mi s us e o f  f unds and mal f eas anc e 

i n o f f i c e . I t  i s appar ent l y i mpo s s i b l e to c onv i nc e t he 

communi t y of  t he t r u t h , i . e . , t h£t  Mr . Nash has a ver y l uc r a-

t i v e Was hi ngt on p o s i t i o n . As Ok azak i  s a i d : "You c oul d show 

t he i s s e i  a p i c t ur e of  Mr . Nash s i t t i n g under  t he Was hi ngt on 

monument . They s t ml l  wo u l dn ' t  be l i ev e he was n ' t  i n j j ei l ."" 

The hat r ed o f  Mr . Nas h , when he l e f t , w a s M a r i n i n t  ̂ i n MvT tt> 



Ned Campbel l , a s s i s t an t  pr o j ec t  di r es t  o r , end J o s eph Wi n-

c hes t er , c h i e f  s t ewar d. Bot h of  t hese names appear ed on 

v i r t u a l l y ever y l i s t  t hat  t he Bl o o d Br o t her s p o s t ed . One 

of  t h e most  unf o r t unat e as pec t s of  t he devel opment  of  t he 

s ho o t i ng s i t u a t i o n was t he f ac t  t hat  l or . Campbel l , "t he 

most  hat ed and l eas t  t r us t ed man on t he p r o j ec t ' 1 , nec es s ar i -

l y made most  o f  t he dec i s Tons Hf e cau-  e of  " yyxd&aBfcax t he 

t yA A / U  ̂

i n ex p e r i en c e* of  Mr * Me r r i t t , t he camp d i r ec t o r  who twsok cf  

over  h i s p o s i t i o n on November  17. 

Mes s r s Campbel l  and . . i nc hes t er  wer e i nv o l v ed i n 

v t h e w ^e k  ̂

a camp c r i s i s j f i y r ec edi ng t hs a f f a i r  of  êc emt er  5 end 6 * . 

Thi s was i n r egar d t o an a l l eged t h e f t  on t hei r  par t  of  

some 6 , 000 pounds of  s u gar , * mmr u n d e r s t a n d i n g of  t he r am-vV " i f i c a t i o n s of  t he sugar  dea l  i s i nd i s pens abl e t o an under -
i n c i d en t / 

s t end i ng of  t he l a t er  shoot i ng./-  M î &M mm * The mai n f a c t s * * 

ar e t h es e : Har r y Uy eno , a c hec k - o f f  ma n i n t he c ommi ssar y , 

t & .̂ T̂ i  t  spoken pr o-  J  a p aneseKi J i qJ L*j  

a n &) T ea d e r , P ubI T c T y ac c us ed Campbel l  and Wi nc hes t er  of  set  

t i n g as i de 6 , 000 pounds of  s ugar  i nt ended f or  t he ev ac u ees , 

Uyeno* s c har ge does not  s p ec i f y vr t i ether  t he s ugar  was set  

as i de f o r  Cauc as i an u s e , or  f or  l a t er  r es a l e by Wi nc hes t er  

and Campbel l . I n any c as e , ¿swis&Mbi msc i t  was c l ai med t hat  

t he t wo men wer e mi l k i ng t he J apanes e o f  some t h i ng t hat  was 

r i gh t f u l l y t h e i r s . Though a r epo r t  was made by t hes e t wo 

men deny i ng Hi e c har ge, i t  was nev er  c i r c u l a r i z ed among t he 

c o l o n i s t s . On t he eve of  December  5 , t h er e f o r e , Har r y 

Uyeno was somewhat  o f  a camp her o i n t he eyes of  even t hos e 

vfoo di d not  agr ee wi t h hi m p o l i t i c a l l y . He 'had c hal l enged 



t he admi n i s t r at i o n on a mat t er  of  v i t a l  concer n t o t he com-

muni t y and h i s c hal l enge had not  been r e f u t ed . 

De c em be r  5 and 6_. 

On t he eveni ng of  Sat ur day , December  5, F r ed 

A8y®i na was met  i n t he shower  r oom by one K e i j i  Ar at ak a. 

Af t er  Î s s s m k̂ bat h i ng, '- »- ayama was f o l l o wed home by Ar at aka 

and a gr oup of  o t her s , who at t ac k ed hi m and beat  hi m s ev er e  ̂

l y . Appr oxi mat el y a ha l f  dozen men par t i c i pat ed i n t he 

beat i ng . A l l  of  t hem wor e t hei r  Gover nment  I s s ue bl ue pea-

j acket s wi t h c o l l ar s up, t hei r  bl ac k l eat her  wi nt er  caps 

whi ch Cover ed t hei r  ear s and a po r t i o n of  t hei r  f ac es êand 

f as t ened under  t hei r  c h i ns , and t h i c k , heavy goggl es whi c h 

ar e used ex t ens i v el y by Manzanar  r es i dent  as a pr o t ec t i on 

agai ns t  t he dus t . Tay ama was t ek en t o t he ho s p i t a l  on Sa$-

CvV ĉa.1 S j  

ur day ev en i ng, wher e i t  was f ound t hat  he was not  sm ra 

damaged. The i nc i dent  woul d pr obabl y have pas s ed as j us t  

anot her  i n t h e gr owi ng s er i es of  ac t s of  mob v i o l enc e. But  

ear l y t he next  mor ni ng of  Sunday , Dec ember  6, sever al  suspect s 

wer e whi sked f r om Manzanar  and l odged i n t he C0unt y J a i l  at  

I ndependenc e. Among t hese s us pec t s was Har r y Uyeno . 

The r eac t i o n t o Uy eno 's summer y d i s po s i t i o n was 

V o n t h e pa r t  o t j   ̂
one of  i mmedi at e and gr owi ng wr a t h / i | L nun J ' segment  s of  t he 

had 
po pu l at i o n . The publ i c anger  at  l eas t  t hr ee 

mai n bas es . I n t he f i r s t  p l ac e , th r e was a wi des pr ead 



s at i s f ac t i o n over  t he f ac t  t hat  l ' a r ma had f i n a l l y got  

what  was comi ng t o hi m. The f  o i l  wi n g comment s ar e t y p i c a l : 

"J t  was har d t o f i nd a s i ngl e per s on at  Man z an a r  who ex-

pr es s ed sympat hy f or  Tayama.  ̂ "Ev en t he h i gh l y Amer i c ani zed 

�^mmmmm^mr n ^^^  ̂ and c ooper at i ve n i s e i  wer e of  t he opi ni on 

t hat  t hough t he appr oac h was uno r t hodox, 1 aye ma deser ved 

t he beat i ng . Si nc e t her e was no otaer  way of  hi s get t i ng 

s pun i s hed, t he heat i ng f i " t he s i t uat i o n per f ec t -

Thus , (Ander  t he bes t  o f  c i r c ums t anc es , t h e * p u n i s h -

ment  of  Tayama*s as s a i l an t s f i Swoul d have been a del i c at e  ̂

admi n i s t r at i v e mmk , al t o get her  as i de f r om t he d i f f i c u l t  j u-

r i d i c a l  t ask of  i den t i f y i ng t he wel l - d i s gui s ed at t ac k er s , 

i t  can be sai d wi t hout  doubt  t hat  t he maj or i t y o f  t he peopl e 

at  ânzanar  di d not  be l i ev e anyone gu i l t y or  n o t , 

shoul d be puni shed f o r  beat i ng F r ed Tayama. Tayama was a 

publ i c nu i s anc e. Hi s as s a i l an t s wer e t o be p r a i s ed , not  

pun i s hed. ( 

s p i r i t i n g  ̂
f h e / w w h w y |  away of  Har r y 

Uyeno was a t he second l ar ge c o nt r i but i o n t o publ i c wr at h . 

No admi ni s t r at i v e o f f i c e r  bot her ed to exp l a i n on vi i at  bas i s 

Uyeno had been i nc ar c er at ed. As ea r l y as 10: 30 on t he 

mor ni ng of  December  6, j us t  tWD hour s af t er  Uyeno had been 

r emoved f r om c anp, t he s t o r y was bei ng £ «p wf "t o l d and r et o l d 

t hat  Uy eno 's ar r es t  haay f een caused by any c onnec t i on wi t h 

t he Tayama beat i ng . Rat  her , "ever yone s ai d t hat  Campbel l  and 

Wi nc hes t er  had got  Unyeno because he knew t oo much about  

t he sugar  deal  Eve r yone sai d no pr oof  ex i s t ed i n r egar d 



/ J " 

was y 
t o Uy eno 's i mp l i c at i o n i n t he beat i ng» Ke ^M M mr ê t aken 

away onl y bec aus e of  t he sugar  d e a l . " 

Aga i n , t he t r ut h of  t he s t at ement  i s l es s im-

por t ant  t han t he ex i s t enc e of  t he b e l i e f . Ac t ua l l y , i t  

appear s t hat  Tay ama's wi f e i den t i f i ed Uyeno as one of  her  

hus band ' s as s a i l an t s . Uyenô l s p u b l i c l y expr es s ed a t t i t ude , 

f ur t her mor e, does not  i ndi c at e t hat  he woul d have been 

l oat h t o admi ni s t er  a beat i ng to Tayama and ot her s of  

t h am J L#H s * The 

f i r s t  of  t hes e f ac t s was unknown, ana t he second uncons i d-

er ed on t he mor ni ng o f  "ec ember  6. The po i nt s t hat  wer e 

emphas i zed wer e onl y l )Tayama des er ved h i s beat i ng and 2) 

Uyeno was bei ng puni s hed because of  h i s s o l i c i t ude f or  t he 
! 

communi t y as ev i denc ed by h i s ac c us at i ons i n r egar d t o t he 

t hef t  of  t he c ommuni t y 's s ugar . 

I t  i s d i f f i c u l t  t o es t i mat e t he ext ent  of  t he 

s pont aneous wasath ar ous ed by t he ar r es t  of  Uyeno because 

i t  i s i mpos s i bl e t o f o l l ow t he ac t i v i t y of  t he ant i - admi ni -
/ s t r at i o n (or  pr o - J apanes e) ag i t a t o r s . Ther e can be no doubt  
T hei r  ac t i v i t y oor e t i t u t es t he t M r c ^J ^  ̂ wr el t h. 

� ~ t t e t  t hTse" ag i t at o r s wer e b u s y j E 7 « « f E e s i t uat i o n was 

ma de t o or der  f o r %o p u l a r  ant i - admi n i s t r at i o n demons t r at i on. 
A 

The i s s ue cut  t hr ough p o l i t i c a l ^a n d c ul t ur al  l i n e s . The 

Ques t i on coul d be put  as one i nvo l v i ng admi ni s t r at i v e i n-
C- L o .̂ 'h ..h?* 

J  3 4- - . ,  � v ^ Ĵ - P -̂ i -n n a o o V r-s ® " W Ä " o T T n / M l P A C! _ t ea,r i t y and f a i r n es s t o *t T e êT ac uees . K ^s s s e »^  ̂

J j ^j l ^Z I c e n t l F d ^i e w s T i l T The demomst r at i ons .t hat  f o l -

l owed, t hough r t l l i i i 'i i l f f �̂Engi neer ed by t he genui ne pr o- J ap-



enes e el ement s i n t he camp, wer e not  pr o - J apanese demomst r a -

t i o ns * A i at her , t hey wer e s i mpl y demons t r at i ons agai ns t  en 

¿ ac c o r d i ng t o t he t r end of  t hought  i n t he camp, y 

admi ni s t r at  i ve p o l i c y t nf r c ĵ ai - Led on r± i ms'y ' ev i d ence one ol  
And t h i s was j us t  t he l a t es t  of  a 

t he c ommuni t y 's bei Ĵ fact  or  s . l ong s er i es of  admi n i s t r at i v e er r o r s 
t he c o mmun i t y  ̂ .t o l er ance was at  an end and t he ag i t at o r  ̂ t ook 

At  1 : 00 P . M. a meet i ng to ds c us s t he a r r es t  of ~ )̂advant a 
/ 0 f  t h i s 

Uyeno was he l d at  Bl oc k k 22. M r . J ohn Gi l k ey , t he ac t i ngC f acj b. 

c h i ef  of  i n t er na l  s ec u r i t y , r ec ei v ed es t i mat es f r om h i s pa-

t r o}.emn t hat  at  l eas t  2, 000 per s ons wer e at  t h i s meet i ng. 
i s ear l y 

J apanes e who wer e p r es en t , ho wev er , es t i mat e t hj i  c r owd at  

l ewer  t han s i x hundr ed. An t i c i p a t i n g t r o u b l e , Mr . Mer r i t t  

put  a c a l l  i n t o have t he mi l i t ar y p o l i c e st and, r eady at  
V Ĵ l g J r  . Me r  r  i  11  ̂

t he camp ga t e . Mr . Campbel l  was no t  a l I o we3/ t o i nv es t i gat e 

t he meet i ng' 1* be cause of  t hw war n i ng f r om t he J apanes e po-

l i c e f o r c e t hat  Campbel l ' s l i f e woul d be i n danger  i f  he 

went . L eav i ng Mr . Campbel l  at  t he po l i c e s t a t i o n , Mr . 
i l ace of , 

Me r r i t t , wi t h Mr . Gi l k ey , went  t o t hej f eaeet i ng. '».hen t hey 

a r r i v ed , howev er , t he meet i ng was over  end t hey wer e t o l d 

t hat  a commi t t ee of  t he J apanes e was on t he way t o t he admi n-

i s t r a t i o n bu i l d i n g t o see Mr . Me r r i t t . Mr . Mer r i t t  and 

Mr . Gi l k ey i mmedi at el y dr ove bask to awai t  t he commi t t ee. 

By t h i s t i me, th e g r o ^^g X ^S j ^^p o l i c e had appear ed on 

t he ? n p n ' « ¡ ^m ? * ^* ^  ̂ .»hen t he commi t t ee of  

J apanes e appr o ac hed, i t  was f o l l o/ved by a l ar ê c r owd. 

The he et i ng at  Bl ock 22, a f t er  hear i ng f r om 

l eader s who had emphas i zed ^p H l i » Tay ama f s per n i c i o us nes s , 

t he "r a i l r o a d i n g " of  Uy eno , and t he ac c umul at ed 

c har ges aga i n s t  t he admi n i s t r a t i o n , had dec i ded to demand 

t he i mmedi at e r et ur n of  Uyeno f r om t he bount y J a i l . 



Tanak a i n h i s r ep o r t , wi l l  name and des c r i be t he l eader s 
' v By t he t i m e y 

o f  t h i s gr oup arr i  t hei r  ar gument s , p M B T f l i e ' l eader s of  

t he mob appr o ac hed, t he mi l i t ar y p o l i c e , under  Uapt ai n Ha l l , 

had mar ched i n s i de t he camp gat es t o a pa i n t  o ppo s i t e t he 

p o l i c e s t a t i o n and had f or med a l i ne a c r o s s t he r o ad. 

i n h i s o f f i c i a l  r epo r t  of  t h e a f f a i r , - Mr . Gi l k ey des c r i bes 

what  t hen happened: 

- apt . Ha l l , Mr . Mer r i t t  and mys el f  wal k ed out  

t o meet  t he mob. The l eader s s t opped t he mob 

i n a l i ne i n f r o n t  of  t he admi n i s t r a t i o n bu i l d-

i ng en t r anc e, - er r  i t  t  was appr oac hed by t he 

l eader s and a demand was made t o i mmedi at el y 

r e l eas e Har r y Ueno (Uy eno ) f r om t he Count y 

j a i l  and r e t u r n hi m t o t he Manzanar  j a i l . 

Mer r i t t  sai d t h a t  he woul d not  be swayed by 

t he demands of  a mob, but  t hat  he woul d be 

ver y gl ad t o meet  wi t h t he commi t t ee and di s -

c us s ĥ i s or  any o t her  mat t er  t hat  t hey d es i r ed . 

The mob r oar ed i n r et ur n and t he l eader s demand-

ed t h a t ^wSP u e n o be r et ur ned at  o nc e. The spokes-

man t a l k ed and ac t ed i n a v i o l en t  manner , mak i ng 

t h i s and o t her  demands i n a l oud and r i ng i ng 

t one of  v o i c e , i n my o p i n i o n d e l i b e r a t e l y i n-

c i t i n g t he mob t o f u r t her  demo ns t r at i o n . . . . 

Mr . M e r r i t t ^a t  l as t  #c o n v i n c l d * ^« c ommi t t ee, 

ac c o r d i ng t o Mr . Gi l k ey , t t o t  s houl d t r y t o get  t he 
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mob t  go home. T h i s , ho wev er , t hey ŵer - e unabl e t o do , 

agai n asked Mr . Mer r i t t  t o mi r i  " I  Timmmmiiinmm t o 

r et u r n U x y e n o A l l  t he wh i l e , t he mob was gr ow-

i ng i n s i z e , becomi ng mor e o pen l y obsc ene end mor e openl y 

cont empt uous of  t h e s o l d i e r s , and pus h i ng f u r t her  and f ur -

t her  t owar ds wher e t he s o l d i er s s t o o d . A f t er  al most  an ho ur , 

Mr . I v l er r i t t , Uapt . Ha l l  and Mr . Gi l k ey dec i ded t hat  " i n 

o r der  t o av o i d p o s s i b l e b l o o ds hed i t  was best  t o concede 

t o t he demands o f  t he mob, as f ar  a s Uyeno was c o nc er ned / ' ' 

The commi t t ee and Me r r i t t  ̂ and my s el f  went  

ar ound t h e c or ner  o f  1- 1- 1 and t a l k ed . They 

wer e t o l d by Mr . Mer r i t t  t hat  U$eno woul d be - ¡re-

t ur ned t o Manzanar  j a i l  wi t h i n one hour  a f t e r  

t he mob had d i s per s ed arid t h e camp became q u i e t . 

The under s t andi ng bei ng t hat  Ueno woul d s t ay i n 

j a i l  h e r e , s t and t r i a l  bef o r e t h e j ud i c i a l  com-

mi t t ee , who woul d dec i de whet her  Ueno s houl d bd 

t r i ed hei e or  i n an o ut s i de c o ur t . That  i n t u r n , 

no at t empt  woul d be made t o r e l eas e Ueno , t hat  

t he commi t t ee woul d meet  wi t h Mer r i t t  and dec i de 

on any o t her  mat t er  t hey wi s hed t o d i s c u s s . That  

t hey woul d a s s i s t  i n appr ehendi ng t he per s ons 

r es p o ns i b l e f o r  t he beat i ng of  F r ed Tayama, and 

t hat  peac e woul d r e i gn i n camp. I  Ret ur ned U f̂fio 

to camp as pr o mi s ed? a Wex p l a n a t i o n was a l s o 

made t o Tel l er  at  t h i s t i me. The commi t t ee shook 

hands and l e f t  t he bui l di mg appar ent l y s at i s -

f i e d . 



Thus,* by t he l at e af t er no o n of  December  6, the 

communi t y had won i n i t s f i r s t  bat t l e wi t h t h e admi ni s t r a-

t i o n . Yet  t he c ondi t i ons i mposed by Mr . Mer r i t t  bef or e re-

t r uni ng Uyeno t o cam p o made t he s o l ut i o n seem an equi t abl e 

one. F or  t he commi t t ee of  t h e peo p l e , l ed by J oe Kur i har a, 

pr omi sed t hat  t he f o l l o wi ng c o ndi t i o ns wo I d be obs er v ed; 

1) The commi t t ee guar ant eed t her e woul d be no 

mor e mobs or  mass meet i ngs . 

£). The commi t t ee guar ant eed  ̂ t her e woul d be no 

at t empt  t o f r ee Uyeno f r om I t  e Manzanar  j a i l  once he was 

r et ur ned. 

3) The commi t t ee guar anet eed t her e woul d be no 

at t empt ed meet i ngs at  any sor t  u n t i l  c o ndi t i o ns at  camp 

had r et ur ned to nor mal c y . 

4) The commi t t ee agr eed to hel p mai nt ai n l aw 

and or der  wi t h i n t he c ent er . As a par t i s}. f u l f i l l ment  of  

t h i s pl edge t hey agr eed to wo r i e wi t h t h e po l i c e f o r  t he 

appr ehens i on of  t hose who had beat en Tayama. (These po i nt w 

f r om t he message of  Mr . Mer r i t t  t o t he peopl e of  Manzanar  

on Sunday , êcember  13 . ) 

At  l eas t  t hese ar e t he c ondi t i ons of  t he s et t l e-

ment  as under s t ood J ay Mr . Mer r i t t  and t h i e admi n i s t r at i o n . 

I t  i s ver y l i k e l y , however , t hat  somet hi ng al t oget her  di f -

f e r en t  was under s t ood by t he mob as i t  di s per s ed on Sunday 

af t er no o n. Seve r  à i  peo p l e, t hough unabl e t o gi v e de t a i l s , 

ha t he t r ans l at i o ns of  a l l  wt  t hat  Mr . Mer r i t t  
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sai d was compl et el y gar b l ed, and made t o s ui t  t he wi s hed 

o f  t he heifer  l eader s of  t he mob. P r esumabl y , t h i s may have 

appl i ed to t he f our  po i nt s enumer at ed above wh i c h wer e 

dec i ded i n a p r i v at e c o nf er enc e, as we l l  as to t he s t a t e» 

ment s s ho ut ed di r ec t l y t o t he mob by Mr . Mer r i t t * 

k (Bot h Ches t er  and Tanaka have been as k ed to so e~ 

c i f i c det ai l s of  t he mi s t r an s l a t i o n s . ) 
sever al  

f her e wer e/ ®*» peopl e of  t he wauc as i en ad-

mi n i s t r at i o n who bel i ev ed t hat  g i v i ng i n to t he mob had 

been a mi s t ak e, on t h e t heor y t hat  once t he ag i t at o r s had 

t as t ed bl ood t hey woul d not  l et  u p � / i h e maj or i t y 
however , 

i ns i de t he c amp, /bo t h Cauc as i an and J apanes e, seemed 

r eas onabl y s a t i s f i ed wi t h t he compr omi se of  Sunday sf t e r -

noon. 'iBl imaHiBIu But  no s at i s f ac t i o n ex i s t ed among t he sol -

d i er s of  t he 3£2nd Mi l i t a r y P o l i c e Bat t a l i o n , who had been 

mar ched to t he scene o f  what  t hey t hought  was bat t l e and 

t hen mar ched home agai n . Most  o f  t he s o l d i er s had been 

o f f  nu.I. v a. »nplffllilWftii  when t he c a l l  f r om t he camp had 

come. They h£d had t i me onl y to gr asp t hei r  weapons and 

r un. They had t her ef o r e pr es ent ed a mot l ey appear ance t o 

t he J apanese mob. ' w i y Al most  al l  wer e uns haved; sever al  

had on f at i gue un i f o r ms ; o t her s he, d put  s er v i c e j acket s 

on over  pa j ama t o ps . AB t he mob had appr oached Mr . - er r  i t T , 

t he s o l d i er s had mar ched f or war d i n wedge- shaped, mob br eak-

i ng f o r mat i o n, but  had bs en st opped j us t  shor t  and l i ned 

up behi nd Mer r i t t  and Mr . Gi l k ey , who wer e j &i ned by Capt . 

^a l l , commandi ng o f f i c er  of  t he M. P . u n i t . . - « WWWm * * *  ̂



F'or  mor e t han an hour , t he s o l d i er s had pat r o l l ed wi t h bay-

onet  s dr awn, l i s t en i ng to t he mob i&Gl sm&ffl * iiiiihw m j i be at  

t hei r  appear anc e, t aunt  th ei  r  ef f ec t  i v enes s , and s c o f f  at  

t he i r  power . For  mor e t han an ho ur , t he s o l d i e r s wat c he^̂ . 

t hei r  c apt ai n 

wi t h t he t wo c i v i l i an l eader s of  t he camp nego t i at e wi t h 

t he heaas of  t he mob. To t he s o l d i e r s , 

¿11 t he t al k was unnecessar y no ns ens e. Thei r  j ob was t o 

guar d t he J aps and t o keep or der  i n t he camp. Thi s was gr eat  

d i s o r der  and She way t o s t op i t  was wi t h bay onet s , c l ubs , 

or  a f ew HBChi ne gun bu l l e t s . The s o l d i er s t hemsel ves 

have t es t i f i ed t o t hei r  over whel mi ng des i r e :Tt c bust  t he 

Hhol e damn t h i ng u p . " "Ther e wa s n ' t  one of  us who wo ul dn' t  

have gi ven t wo week s ' pay to t ake a c r ac k at  t he J aps,t f  one 

of  t he pr i v at es s a i d , wi t h t he appr oval  of  hal f  a dozen of  

h i s f el l o ws , i Mi f e i » when d i s c us s i ng t he a f f a i r  e w M i mn M i a K ' 

s ev er al  weeks l a t e r , f̂ f i e e r s of  t he gr oup, however , "exer t -

ed ever y ef f o r t  to keep t hei r  men under  c o nt r o l , sendi ng 

one par t i c u l ar l y bel l i ger ent  s o l d i er  t o guar d t he gat e to 

t he r oad, f ar  i n t he r ea r . 

When t he men wer e msr ched o f f , wi t hout  bei ng al -

l owed any cont act  wi t h t he J apanese mob, t hei r  r eac t i on was 

one of  ut t er  d i s gu s t . They went  back to t hei r  bar r ac k s 

end under  t  he ̂ i J  * P r i v at e Ni c k C i r i l l o , composed 

a commemor at i ve dfljg ger e v̂ h i c h t hey c a l l ed "The gl o r i ous Re-

t r eat  of  Manznnar ". 

ex i s t  t o exp l r i n t he ac t i o n of  t he 



J apanes e communi t y bet ween t he d i s p er s a l  of  t he mob i n 

f r o nt  of  t he Admi n i s t r a t i o n Bu i l d i ng at  appr ox i mat el y £wo 

o ' c l o c k and t he c onv eni ng o f  t he new mass meet i ng at  t he 

f i r ebr eak i n Bl oc k 22 at  6 : 00 .̂ m. Appar ent l y i t  was dur i ng 

t h i s t i me t hat  t he genui ne pr o - J apanes e ag i t a t o r s wer e bus-

i e s t  ̂ - i S ĉause t he Si i MmSSm. r es u l t s of  t he t wo o ' c l o c k 

meet i ng wer e p l a i n l y s a t i s f a c t o r y t o t he maj o r i t y of  t he 

peopl e i n t he c amp .̂ Uyeno was not  t o be puni s hed wi t h-

out  a t r i a l  o f  h i s p ee r s . He woul d ntot  be made t o pay f o r  

h i s d i s c l o s u r es i n t he s ugar  d e a l . The - » J . d B K I i f f l i r  ss-
C of  t h e h f t  t ed l :avama 

sai  l ant s ev er e s t i l l  at  l ar ge and mi ght  r emai n unappr ehended 

Ther e was no c ause f o r  f n r t her  up r o ar . 
\ êems 

Nev er t he l es s f u r t her  upr oar  o c c ur r ed , and i t / 

d i r ec t l y t r ac eab l e t o t he a c t i v i t i e s of  t he smal l  gr oup 

of  a c t i  ve , el d e r  ̂ apo l o g i s t s o f  t he ant i - Amer i c an c au s e , 

ûr  ¿»¿anzanar  o bs er v er s ar e now t r y i ng t o document  t h e W ac-

t i v i t i e s of  t h i s s mal l  gr o up. The ev i denc e agai ns t  t hem 

now i s al most  p u r e l y c i r c u ms t an t i a l . Onl y t wo f ac t s ar e 

(yt * j , ' s js- e 
vfcmr r m 

k nown: ¿ ) many mes s - hal l s hel d meet i ng at  

ex er t ed gr eat  p r es s ur e t o hav e peopl e i n t he b l o c k at -

t end t he s i x o ' c l o c k mass meet i ng , ©pen i n t i mi dat i o n was 

u s ed , par en t s bei ng t o l d t hat  t hey and t hei r  c h i l dr en woul d 

be br anded as i n u , i f  t hey a i d not  at t end t he mass meet i ng . 

F ur t her mor e, t her e was much i n d e f i n i t e t a l k about  a meet i ng 

t he t  had been s c hedul ed wi t h M r . Me r r i t t , at  whi ch Mr . Mer -

rfl rtt  had not  appear ed. Thi s was par aded as an ev i denc e 

o f  f u r t h er  d u p l i c i t y on t he par t  o f  t he admi n i s t r at i o n and 
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as t he j u s t i f i ab l e cause of  a new mass meet i ng of  p r o t es t . 

(The be si s of  t hQr  s t or y dH Û, a meet i ng t hat  Mr . f r eer i t t  

di d no t  at t end has not  been f o u n d . ) Z ) At  s i x p .m. a cr owd 

|  up m 1 i p'n] L ̂  

r es t i mat ed at  2, 000 peopl e gat her ed i n t he f i r ebr eak at  

Bl ock 2£ and l i s t ened t o har angues f r om t hei r  l eader s . 

Af t er  t wA t̂ y mi nut e», t he cr owd i t s e l f  demanded ac t i o n . 

I t  i s not  c l ear  whet her  t he cr owd i mmedi at el y s p l i t  i nt o 

two gr oups ( t he f i r s t  headi ng f o r  t he ho s p i t a l  to get  

Tayama aga i n , t he second go i ng t o t he ho s p i t a l  t o r el as e 

TJ yeno) or  whet her  t he mo* went  f i r s t  t o t he ho s p i t al  and 

af t er war ds to t he j a i l  w h e n S « « ^i t  was unabl e to f i nd 

Tayama. Newspaper s c ar r i ed t he second v er s i on of  t he s t o r y , 

t hought  o f f i c i a l  account s of  t he I n t er na l  Sec ur i t y Di v i s i o n 

at  Manzanar  i ndi c at e t hat  t he two mobs s t ar t ed al most  

s i mul t aneo us l y . I n any c as e, t he mob headed f o r  t he ho s p i t a l  

was, hear d f r om f i r s t . 

i t s or  ogr es s , and t he measur es t aken to 

A i a l . 
meet  i t , ar e bes t  f o l l owed f r o mi  t t e/ s T̂ Ount  of  Ar t hur  L . 

Wi l l i ams , as s i s t ant  c h i ef  o f  i n t er nal  s ec ur i t y ; 

6- 20 PIv:ft« Recei ved a t el ephone c al l  f r om Dr . Got o 

at  t he ho s p i t a l  s t at i ng a mob was mar chi ng on 

t he ho s p i t a l  f r om Bl ock #££ . The Doc t or  sai d 

t her e wer e appr oxi mat el y t wo t  housand men i n t h i s 

gang; so t he f l bct or 's i nf or mant  had t o l d hi m. 

He sai d t hey wer e comi ng a f t e r  F r ed Tayama. He 

asked f o r  p r o t ec t i o n , addi ng t hat  F r ed Tayama was 

i n r i er d #3. 
§ 

6- 25P M. . I  c a l l ed Mr . Mer r i t t , and exp l a i ned t he 



s i t ua t i o n . He asked me t o t el ephone t he E . P . 

Bar r ac k s and ask t hem f or  an es c o r t , t o meet  

t he ho s p f t a l  ambul ance at  t he r ear  of  t he h o s p i t a l . 

He r eques t ed t hem to t eke a c i r c u i t o us r o ut e. 

6- 28 P M. . I  c al l ed t he M. P . Bar r ec ks and asked 

f o r  Capt i an Ha l l , t hey s t at ed Capt ai n Hal l  was n ' t  

p r es en t . I  asked t hem t o c al l  one of  t he 

commi ss i oned o f f i c er s t o t he t el ephone. L t . Kunk l er  

answer ed t he t el epho ne, he s t at e t hey had t hei r  

own ambui ance and woul d be gl ad t o cooper at e 

i n t h i s mat t er . They wo ul d see t hat  an es c or t  

was f ur n i s hed end t hey woul d f o l l o w t he r oad 

t hr ough t he gar dens and s t ay c l ear  o f  Bl ock Number  

82, 

6- 28 P M. . Dr . Got o c al l ed and sai d t he gang 

was appr oac hi ng, hel p was badl y needed. I  t o l d 

hi m t he ar my ambul ance woul d p i c k Tayama up 

at  t he back of  t he h o s p i t a l . 

6:30 P M. . I  agai n c al l ed and was t o l d by t he 

Sear gent  ans wer i ng t he t el ephone at  t he ar my 

bar r ac k s t hat  t he ambul ance was l eav i ng . I J M H U i r  

i mmedi at el y c al l ed t he ho s p i t a l  and t o l d t he 

nur se t h i s i n f o r mat i o n. 

6- 35 P M. . Dr . L i t t l e t el ephoned and r eques t ed hel p 

he s t at ed t he mob was t h e r e . I  t o l d hi m t he 

ar my shoul d ar r i v e any mi nut e. 

6- 40 P M. . I  c al l ed Mr . Mer r i t t . 



Ac t ua l l y , t he ar my ambual nce di d not  ar r i v e at  t he 

ho s p i t a l  un t i l  some mi nut es af t er  t he moV. I ndeed, s ever al  

of  t he l eader s had sear ched t he ho s p i t a l  l ook i ng f or  Tayama 

"bef or e t he Mi l i t a r y P o l i c e a r r i v ed , F ur t her  v i o l enc e t o 

Tayama was avo i ded onl y "because he was hi dden under  an 

oper at i ng t ab l e . Unabl e t o f i nd i t s v i c t i m, t he ho s p i t al  

gr oup ¿gi l l a>J F j o i ned t hose at  t he P o l i c e St at i on'. Tayama 

was t aken "by t he Mi l i t ar y to t he Ar my "bar r acks wher e he 

was j o i ned t he next  day "by ot her s who had cause t o f ear  

t he c or wd1s v i o l enc e. Thi s gr oup «as subsequent l y moved 

t o t he Deat h Val l ey CCC camp. 

The mai n ac t i o n and t he shoot i ng occur ed near  

t he P o l i c e St at i o n at  t he f r ont  of  t he camp. J us t  t en mi nut es 
ĥel p y 

af t er  t he ho s p i t a l  had t el ephoned i t s l as t  c al l  f o r l̂ Me i M t o 

Mr . Wi l l i ams at  t he P o l i c e St at i o n , Mr '. Wi l l i ams r ecor ded 

(at  6; 45 P� M'. ) t hat  "J ac k Shi mat s u, 14- 6- 2 a J apanese 

po l i ceman came i n t he s t at i o n , he s t at ed, h i s f at her  had at t ended 

t he meet i ng i n Bl oc k 22. Hô s ai d a mob of  about  two t housand 

wer e comi ng to t he s t at i o n t o k i l l  a l l  t he p o l i c e . He s ai d t hey 

bl ame a l l  t he po l i c e f or  t he ar r es t s whi ch have been 

made. " Mr . Wi l l i ams j ^m m ^s - ^^^^x i mmedi at el y ( 6: 47 P . M . ) 

c a l l ed Capt ai n Hal l  and r eques t ed t hat  a£ guar d be sent  

t o pr o t ec t  t he P o l i c e St at i o n . Hi s r epor t  c ont i nues ; 

6- 50P M. . The mob coul d be 'hear d appr oac hi ng, t hey 

wer e c heer i ng and shout i ng i n J apanes e as t hey r eached 

t he P o l i c e St at i o n , They came i n t he s i de door  and 

f r ont  door  al most  at  t he same i ns t ant  t hey came i n 

t he c h i e f 1s o f f i c e wher e I  was . They f i l l ed t he ent i r e 

po l i c e s t at i on to o v er f l o wi ng. I  went  to t he f r ont  



o f f i c e of  t he s t a t i o n and when I  r et ur ned someone 

had ¿B*r en t hem t he k eys t o t he j a i l  and i t  was a l s o S i l l e d 

wi t h men. The s ent r y at  t he f r o nt  gat e f i r ed t hr ee i mnf i P 

s ho t s ev i den t l y f o r  h e l p . I  met  t he same men who had 

s er ved on t he commi t t ee r ep r es ent i ng t he mo"b ea r l i e r  

i n t he day wi t h t hem when I  ¿ M M wal k ed i nt o t he 

f r o nt  o f f i c e . They demanded t he r e l eas e of  Har r y Ueno , 

22- 3- 4 who was "bei ng hel d i n j a i l  on a char ge of  at t ac k 

wi t h a deadl y weapon. I  t o l d t hem I  had no au t ho r i t y 

t o do s o , but  i t  l ooked ±a as i f  t hey had t aken mat t er s 

i n t hei r  own hands . . . 

That  t he l eader s of  t he c r owd wer e as t u t e men i s demons t r at ed 

by t he f ac t  t hat , no t wi t hs t and i ng Mr . Wi l l i ams t r ue s t at ement  

t hat  t hey had t aken mat t er s i n t hei r  own hands , t hey r ef us ed 

t o move Uyeno f r om t he j a i l . Appar ant  c o nf us i o n r e i gn ed . 

As many peopl e a| /pos s i bl e had c r owded i nt o t he m̂Uf "̂  ̂ Bo l i c e 

St a t i o n b u i l d i n g and t he r es t  of  t he c r owd mi l l ed ar ound o ut s i de 

c heer i ng , s wear i ng and j ee r i n g . But  t he c r o wd ' s l eader s 

r e f us ed t o l eav e t he j a i l  wi t h Uyeno wi t hout  o f f i c i a l  s an c t i o n . 

I n s t ead , as Mr  Wi l l i ams r ec o r ds : 

The spokesman of  t h i s commi t t ee t hen t o l d me t hey 

d i d n ' t  i n t end t o t ake Ueno t hat  way . I f  I  c o u l dn*t  

do i t  ( r e l eas e Uy eno ) t hey want ed t o see Mr . Me r r i t t , 

i n f ac t  t hey want ed t o see hi m any way . 

K r . Wi l l i ams t r i ed t o t empor i ze wi t h t he gr oup!. ,s I  po i n t ed 

out  t o t hem t hat .s omeone woul d pr o babl y be k i l l e d or  at  l eas t  

wounded u n l es s t hey d i s banded and r et ur ned t o t hei r  homes . He 

r ep l i ed t hat  we ¿ o n ' t  c ar e i f  we ar e k i l l e d we ar e r eady t o 

d i e . " I n t he ens u i ng c o nv er s at i o n , t he J apanes e r a t i o na l ? 

f o r  t he l at e af t er no o n mass meet i ng as wel l  as f o r  t he 



i l  

t hen 
cur r ent  ac t i o n "became a ¿par  ant * 

I  r emi nded hi m ( t he spokesman) t hat  he had pr omi sed 

 ̂ Mr . Mer r i t t , Capt ai n Hal l  and Chi ef  Gi l k ey i n 

t he af t er noon t hat  t her e wo ul dn ' t  "be anot her  i l l ega l  
r  

demons t r at i on l i k e t he one whf .ch had occur r ed ear l i er  

t hat  af t er no o n. He sai d dur i ng t he meet i ng hel d i n 

Bl o c k 22 he ana t he ot her s had t al ked t o t he cr owds 

t hat  had gat her ed and t he cr owd had i ns i s t ed 

upon comi ng to t he po l i c e s t at i on and f i >T s ec ur i ng 

t he r el eas e of  Ueno . He s ai d I  no l onger  have any 

c ont r o l  over  them'* 

When h i s ar gument s f a i l ed , Mr * Wi l l i ams had to acce t he 

demands of  t he commi t t ee and c al l  Mr * Mer r i t t '* Hi s r e p o r t s 

r̂ nay be t aken as 

t he Camp Di r ec t o r  
Uf  ¿t  

an accur at e s t at ement  of  

di d not  appear  at  any t i me dur i ng t he cour se of  event s t hat  

eveni ng* 

The commi t t ee i ns i s t ed t hat  I  c al l  Mr . Mer r i t t , whi ch 

I  di d*' He asked what  t hey want ed'. I  expl ai ned t hey 

demanded t he r el eas e of  Ueno , and t hat  t hey want ed t o 

see hi m* He as k ed, how does i t  l ook , and I  r ep l i ed 

ver y bad'* Mr . Mer r i t t  sai d c a l l  Capt ai n Hal l  and 

ask hi m t o t ake command, i f  nec es s ar y dec l ar e mar t i al  

l aw. The commi t t ee wi l l  have to do t hei r  nego t i at i ng 

wi t h Capt ai n Ha l l , t hey have f a i l ed t o keep t hei r  

ppomi se wi t h me. I  t ur ned f r om t he t el ephone and 

t o l d t he gr oup Mr . Mer r i t t  was not  at  home and t hat  

we woul d have to wai t  a shor t  whi l e* . . 

Mr . Wi l l i ams imme i at el y js&BfetiMMfl Ptfi J MBffK r el ayed Mr . 



i l er r i  11 * s or der s to Capt ai n Ha l l , t he J apanese l i P̂ s t andi ng 

al ongs i de and maki ng no at t empt  t o i n t e r f e r e . Sho r t l y 

af t er war ds , t he f i r s t  det achment  of  s o l d i er s appear ed 

upon t he scene under  command of  L i eut enant  Zwai k . The 

s o l d i er s i mmedi at el y c l ear ed t he f r ont  of  t he P o l i c e St at i o n 

but  al l owed t he commi t t ee t o r emai n at  Mr . Wi l l i ams r eques t . 

I n add i t i o n , f i v e J apanes e po l i c e man, g» 

t hr ee of  whom had come f or  t hei r  p r o t ec t i o n , wer e al l owed 

ŵi ns i de f r f  f cfoSi  ̂
t o r emai n i ns i de t he bu i l d i n g . Once t hej Uu i l d i ng was c l ear ed, 

t he s o l d i er s .aanml i i k »w^̂ j T̂ - R 'Sa 1? l̂ i l j u i ' l i j j  1 AtotUÂ  pushed 

t he mob w o w � i nv î »* m - , j  mmimAm i  f i r s t  fro a l i ne even wi t h 

t he Wes t  s i de of  t he bu i l d i n g , t hen about  ei ght  f eet  f ur t her  

back t o t he f̂ »? e a s t  s i de of  t he Manzanar  F r ee P r es s Bu i l d i n g . 

As t h i s was ^a S * movement  was bei ng c ar r i ed out , Capt ai n 

Hal l  ar r i v ed wi t h anot her  det achment  of  Mi l i t a r y P o l i c e . 

The s o l d i er s j o i n e d l f e ^^  ̂ pat r o l , whi l e Capt ai n Ha l l  

i mmedi at el y went  i nt o conf er ence wi t h t he l eader s of  t he 

mob i ns i de t he po l i c e St at i o n . 

O 
The conf er ence l as t  ed mor e t han ha l f  an hour . Mr . 

Wi l l i ams re- oor t  o_ .f  i f i s b r ' i e f : 

The C£pt 4&n made an hones t  ef f o r t  to come to a 

peac ef u l  under s t andi ng. When a l l  ef f o r t s appar ant l y 

f a i l ed i n t h i s d i r ec t i o n wi t h t he commi t t ee, t he Capt ai n 

went  o ut s i de, wal ked pas t  t he f i r s t  l i ne 

of  h i s s o l d i er s and whi l e bet ween h i s men and t he 

gang of  J apanes e r i o t er s he asked t hem i n a c l ear  

cal m voi ce so t hat  a l l  coul d hear  t o r et ur n t o t hei r  

homes . Hi s t al k was met  by sever al  J apanese t hr owi ng 

l ar ge s t ones . I  don»t  know who t he t ar get  was , but  



t hey nar r owl y mi s sed Capt ai n -̂ al l , and s t ones 

f e l l  among h i s s o l d i e r s . , � 

One of  t h e J aps nes e, r who 'was i n t he j a i l  t hr oughout  

t he compl et e nego t i at i o ns , s i t t i ng by t he s i ove and t ak i ng 

not es a l l  t he t i me, gi v es a mor e compl et e account  of  t he pr e-

Vcedi ng, event s as wel l  as of  J  

conver s"at i on bet ween âpt ei t f . Ha l l  and t he commi t t ee r epr e-

s ent i ng t he mob: 

, . . One of  t he commi t t ee came i n at  6 : 50 . 

Mr . Kur i har a and( âp t . Wi l l i ams was t a l k i n g 

wi t h Yamagouchi . Then t he M. P . a r r i v ed , 

i i l l i ams s t at es t hat  Capt . Gi l k ey i s not  i n , 

3o t he commi t t ee as k i f  t hey can t al k t o Mr . 

«*er r i t t  but  "i l l i ams c a l l s and t her e i s no 

ans wer . Then he c a l l s Mr . Campbel l  and t her e 

i s no ans wer . F i na l l y one of  t he M. P . was t o 

Mr . Wi l l i ams t hen Wi l l i ams s t at e t hey ar e under  

mar t i al  l aw. Then Capt . Hal l  came i n . By t hat  

t i me I  s at  by t he s t o v e, l i s t en i ng t o t he con-

v er s at i o n of  T . Kur i har a ask i ng "apt . Ha l l  

$f o r  unc o ndi t i o nal  r el eas e of  Mr . Har r y Uyeno 

and Mr . T 'at ei shi  ar e say i ng t he s ame. H e t he 

c apt ai n say he c an ' t  do i t  bec aus e t he commi t t ee 

d i d n ' t  keep t hei r p̂ r omi s e and t e l l  t he commi t t ee 

t o r emove t he mob i mmedi at el y . Mob s t ar t s to 

s ho ut , °apt f c| n t e l l s us to keep t he mob qui - et . 

I  went  out  wi t h r̂ . Kur i har a and t e l l  t hem t o 

keep qui et  and t hen we come back t o t he .pol i ce 
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St a t i o n . 

7: 10 t he t el ephone r ang f our  t i mes . Hospi t al  

was c al l i ng f or  h e l p . r̂ . Kur akawa ans wer . AAe 

s ai d even t he f o l i c e St at i o n was out  of  o r der . 

7:20. a f ew mor e Mi l i t ar y P o l i c e a r r i v e . At  

7:30 t hey ar e t al k i ng to Capt . K a i l  aga i n , ne 

does not  ans wer . . . . At  8:30 t he commi t t ee 

i s ask i ng C a p t i  Hal l  agai n and he say he c a n ' t  

do i t . 9: 10 t he Capt ai n come i n s t at i o n aga i n . 

Thi s t i me commi t t ee of  s i x asked Capt . Ha l l . Thi s 

t i me I  hear  Mr . Yamagouchi  say he i s chai r man 

of  t he commi t t ee and s t r i ng t hek c ondi t i on i s 

gr owi ng wor s e. F i na l l y Mr . Kur i har a p l eaded. 

"�Keep me i n j a i l  end r e l eas e Uy eno . " Bpt  t he 

c apt ai n s t i l l  answer s no . Then Mr . Yamagouchi  

t e l l  t he Capt ai n , "Keep a l l  of  us i n j a i l  and 

t empor ar i l y r el eas e Uy eno , " The Capt ai n s t i l l  

answer ed no . 

By t h i s t i me t he mob i s say i ng i n J apanese 

"We want  Uy eno 's r e l e a s e . " ôon t hey s t ar t ed 

t o shout  "Remove Campbel l  and Wi nc hes t er . " Then 

t hey s t ar t ed to s i ng a s ong. Then Mr . Yama-

gouchi  s t at ed, " I f  Capt , Hal l  does not  r e l eas e 

Uyeno somet hi ng i s l i abl e t o happen. But  we 

ar e not  r es pons i bl e any mor e. t i e c an ' t  keep 

t he mob q u i et . " Then t he Capt ai n s a i d "Y es 

I  wi l l  t ak e a l l  t he r es p o ns i b i l i t y f o r  what ever  

happens now."1 Then he l ef t  t he P o l i c e s t a t i o n . 



The f i r s t  s o l d i er s had ar r i v ed at  t he po l i c e s t a t i o n 

s ho r t l y af t er  7:00 o ' c l o c k . I t  was now 9 : 20 . The s o l d i er s 

had managed t o push t he cr owd compl et el y away f r om t he po-

l i c e s t at i o n and up agai ns t  t he east  s i de of  t he manzanar  

F r ee £ r es s bu i l d i n g , t he exc es s of  t he cr owd s p i l l i ng ac r os s 

t he r oad i n f r ont  of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on Bui l di ng to t he 

sout h and away f r om t he F r ee ? r es s bu i l d i ng itoto t he open 

space to t he no r t h . The s ol di e r s ,t h ems e l v es , ai med wi t h 

submachi ne guns , s ho t guns , and r i f l e s , wer e l i ned up wi t h 

t h e i r  backs to t he eas t  s i de o f  t he po l i c e s t a t i o n , t he 

l i ne ext endi ng ac r oss t he mai n s t r eet  of  t he camp. Machi ne 

gun empl  scene nt s wer e at  e i t her  end of  t h e l i n e , one sever -

al  f eet  i mul i k nor t h of  t he end of  t he po l i c e s t a t i o n , ano-

t her  ac r oss t he mai n s t r eet  and appr oxi mat el y opps i t e t he 

nor t hwest  cor ner  of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on Bu i l d i n g . Ot her  

s o l d i er s wer e depl oyed to t he r ear  o f  t he Admi n i s t r at i o n 

Bui l di ng and ar ound t he near by quar t er s of  t he Caucas i an 

admi n i s t r at i o n . (See map on next  page f o r  po s i t i o ns as 

wel l  as f or  di agr am of  subsequent  a c t i o n . ) dur i ng a i l  t he 

t i me t hat  t he commi t t ee of  t he mob had conf er r ed wi t h Mr . 

Wi l l i ams and Capt . Ha l l , t he mob had gr own i n s i z e and had 

become i nc r eas i ngl y bo l d , s hout i ng o bs c en i t i es and i ns u l t s 

at  t he Mi l i t ar y Po l i c e/j f j  l mmedi  at el y af t er  â p t . - nai l  t er -

mi nat ed h i s c onf er enc e wi t h t he commi t t ee he or der ed hi s 

men to don gas masks . l i eut enant  s t epped out  under  cover  

of  t he machi ne gun at  t he nor t h end of  t he s o l d i er i s * l i ne 

and a number  o f v ^ ŝ bombs wer e t hr own i nt o t he cent er  of  

t he J apanese c r owd. The r es ul t  was i ns t ant aneous pan i c . 
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The J apanese f l ed wi l d l y and b l i nd l y i n ever y d i r ec t i o n . 

L o r e t han a do zer i ân*wi t h t e r r i f i c f o r c e and p i l ed up 
/ 

aga i ns t  a t el ephone po l e t hat  was j us t  east  of  t he i r o n t  

end of  t he F r ee P r ess Bu i l d i n g . Ot her s fas* i nt o t he s t r eet  

separ at i ng t he po l i c e s t at i o n f r om, t he F r ee Br ess bu i l d i ng 

i n t he d i r ec t i o n of  }or  par a l l e l  wi t h j t he l i ne of  s o l d i e r s . 

The s o l d i er s f i r ed at  t hes e wi l d l y onr ushi ng peo p l e. M t h i n 

t wo mi nut es af t er  t he gas bombs had been t hr own, no J apan-

ese wer e t o be seen exc ept  t he wounded ones l y i n g , i n t he" 

s t r e et . r t  t i me l at er  a smal l  cr owd r ef o r med ana 

s t ar t ed � i t � * aut omobi l e whi ch '..as par ked £ ! 

nor t h of  the F r ee P r es s Bu i l d i ng , ai mi ng t he car  at  t he 

opposi t e machi ne gun empl acement . The car  was badl y ai med 

and cur ved away f r om t he machi ne gun, c r ashi ng t hr ough 

t he nor t hwes t  cor ner  of  t he po l i c e s t at i o n and f i n a l l y 
� 

i ns t  one of  t he ar my 

t r uc k s par k ed � wes L of  t he pi bl i ce s t at i o n . Sev er al  bur s t s 

wer e f i r ed by t he machi ne gunner  at  t he car  as i t  swung a-

c r oss t he r o ad. The empt y car  was h i t  sever al  t i mes , one 

of  t he bu l l et s r i c o c het i ng o f f  i t  and woundi ng Cor por al  

Sc haf er  of  t he Mi l i t ar y P o l i c e i n t he heed. 

-  o t i c es t o t he pr es s about  t he 

y g g 1 1 Mmz a n a r  t r oubl e wer e appar -

ent l y s l ant ed t o pur pos el y gi v e an 

of  how the s ho o t i ng i t s el f  o c c ur r ed. T h i i s t̂ h e j n̂ *r an-

c i s c o Cal l - Bu l l et i n of  Monday, "e comber  7, -  ' ' 
- e 
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"Tr oops had ent er ed t he caaip i n r eppo $s e to 

Me r r i t t ' s ear l i er  demands t hat  t he mi l i t ar y t ake 

over  p o l i c i ng of  t he camp wt i ei e po l i c e dut i es 

ar e us ual l y ent r us t ed t o a s t a f f  of  J apanese 

and Cauc as i an peace o f f i c e r s . 

The s o l d i er s wi t h f i x ed bayonet s and mount ed 

machi ne guns wer e s uc c es s f u l  i n quel l i ng t he 

ear l y s t ages of  t he f ci ot i ng, but  l a t e r , as t he 

cr owd gat  he r ed i nt o a mob, t he s o l d i er s wer e 

f o r c ed t o r es pr t  t o f i r i n g a bar r age of  t ear  gas . 

The gas d i s per s ed t he mob, but  t he r i o t er s r e-

assembl ed scon af t er  t he chok i ng f umed dr i f t ed 

o f f  i nt o t he n i ght  a i r . 

The s hoo t i ng occur  r ed as anger ed member s of  

t he cr owd began hur l i ng s t o n e g a n d r us hi ng t he 

1 i n e o f  s o dl i er  s . " 

The San F r anc i s c o Chr oni c l e on t he next  day (page 

one ) i n d i r ec t l y quot ed Mr , Mer r i t t  as f o l l o ws : 

Par t  of  t he cr owd sur ged t owar ds t he s o l d i er s 

' and wer e met  wi t h t ear  gas bombs. The f ames 

wer e bl own away, however , And t he J aps swept  

f o r war d hur l i ng s t o nes . The s o l d i er s t hen 

opened f i r e . Thi s hal t ed t he s ho ut i ng, ges t i c -

u l at i ng mob, and s u l l en l y t hey obeyed or der  t o 

r et ur n t o t hei r  bungal ows . 

i Sver y ey e- wi t Ms s i nt er v i ewed t e s t i f i e s t o t he com-

pl et e f a l s i t y o f  t he v i ew pr es ent ed i n t he newspaper s t hat  

t he s hoot i ng occur r ed some t i me af t er  t he t hr owi ng of  t he 



t ear  gs s and a f t e r  t he cr owd had r ef or med and d i r ec t l y at -

t ac k ed t he l i n e of  s o l d i e r s . Mr . Wi l l i ams , i n h i s r ep o r t , 
S/J f  i uf r  Wn i  

"o£s no t  des c r i be t h e s equenc e of  ^k ev en t s . 

Raymond Ha r i a ' s r ep o r t  put s i t  t h i s way : "At  $ 9: 27 a l l  of  

us i n t he p o l i c e s t a t i o n saw t he s o l d i  er s s p u t t i ng on gas 

mas k s . At  9 : £ 8 we ssw s o l d i e r s t hr ow gas bombs on t he mob. 

T h i r t y s ec onds l a t e r  we hear d s h o t s . " J ac k Sh i mat s u, one 

o i ^t h e i n t er na l  p o l i c emen ! who wat ched t he pr o c el i ngs f r om 

i n s i de t he s t a t i o n , r ec a l l s t hat  "t he s ho o t i ng f o l l owed 

t he bomb t hr o wi ng i mmedi at el y . The p u f f  of  smoke had $ot  

ev en c .ear ed bef o r e t he s ho t s wer e hear d and men wer e f a l l -

i n g . " T h i s s t at ement  i s i sm*» di r ec t  l y c o r r o bo r at ed by P r i -

vat e Geor ge Sh a l t , J r . , one of  t he Mi l i t ar y Po-

l i c e ac t u a l l y i n t he l i n e ; "The s hoo t i ng was j us t  a par t  

o f  t he bomb t h r o wi ng . Ther e wer e no o r der s to s ho o t . Sol -

d i er s don"*t  need o r der s under  such c i r c ums t anc es . The 

f umes of  t he bombs s c at t er ed t he J ap s . Some of  t he J aps 

who r an away r an t owar d us and we j us t  nat u r a l l y s h o t . " 

Tanak a has t a l k ed t o at  l eas t  a do zen s o l d i e r s , a l l  of  

whom t e l l  t he same s t o r y . Chas t er  I j mxi -  quot es one of  t he 

l i eu t enan t s on t he scene as t e l l i n g exac t l y t he s- iae s t o r y . 
�> 

Go l dgber g has t he o f f i c i a l  h o s p i t a l  r epor t s whi c h shew t hat  

v i r t u a l l y ever y wound i n f l i c t e d on t he J apanes e was f r om 
»» 

t he l e f t  s i d e , whi c h i nd i c a t es ( c f . t he di agr am) t hat  

t he J apanes e f l ee i n g f r om t he d i r ec t i o ns i n whi ch t he bombs 

wer e t  t or  own wer e r unni ng Mor e p a r a l l e l  t o t he l i n e o f  so l -

d i er s t han ac t u a l l y t owar ds t hem. 



I n 8.11, t en peo p l e wer e t r eat ed f or  gunshot  wounds , 

t hough t he s o l d i e r s be l i ev ed o t her s wer e hur t  but  di d not  

ask f o r  t r eat ment  f o r  fear-  t hey mi ght  be i mp l i c at ed as 

r i ng l eader s i n t he a f f a i r . One per s o n d i e3 al mos t  i mmedi -

a t e l y . f i - e was J ames I t o , a young n i s e i  wi  th a r eput at i o n 

f o r  l o y a l  Amer i c ani s m and wi t h one o f  hi s br o t her s s er v i ng 

i n t he Un i t ed St at es Ar my . A s ec ond per s o n , J ames Kanagana, 

d i ed on® December  11 f r om c o mpl i c at i o ns ens u i ng f r om h i s 

wo unds . K anagana, t o o , had a r ep u t a t i o n f o r  l o y a l t y . He 

was n i n et een year s o l d . (Go l dber g and Ches t er  wi l l  s upp l y 

us wi t h t he o f f i c i a l  ho s p i t a l  dat p on a l l  t he wounded per -

sons . ) 

F o l l o wi ng t he s ho o t i ng t he c r owds d i s per s ed and 

t he wounded wer e t aken t o t he h o s p i t a l . Thr oughout  t he 

n i ght  t he Mi l i t a r y P o l i c e , augment ed by St at e Gur dsmen 

f r om I ndependenc e, p at r o l l ed t he i n t e r i o r  of  t he camp. 

«SabkJ wfcfcga*MMnm»M&>: The cr y among t he J apanes e was "Remem-

ber  Ma n z a n a r . " Ther e can be no doubt  t hat  t he s ho o t i ng 

Conver t ed t he nni ni nr i  ��.Qf -  ̂

"I gami i 'Xi J Bi i ar r r ^̂ T̂ T^7T i ~ en t i r e po pu l at i o n o f  t he camp 

t o a' î o l ent  ant i - Amer i c an f e e l i n g , t wi f i . By common c o ns ent , 

s h i f t s wer e ar r anged at  each mess ha l l  #b e l l , and t h e 

be l l s t o l l ed l o und l y and c o nt i no us l y t hr oughout  t he ent i r e 

ni ght  and l a t e i nt o t he mo r n i ng. The next  day , t he s t or e-

hous e was br oken i n t o and s ev er a l  bo l t s o f  b l ac k c l o t h 

s t o l en . F o l l o wi ng mes s h&l l  meet i ngs , ever y J apanes e man 

i n - anzenar  wor e a b l ac k band on h i s a i m, ev er y woman a 

bl ac k r i bbo n i n her  h a i r . Many n i s ei  who p r ev i o us l y had 
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ac t i v e l y opposed such t ac t i c s , v o l unt ar i l y wor e t hei r  mour n-

i ng s t r i p es . Ot her s wer e openl y c oer c ed, mot her s bei ng 

t o l d t hat  t hei r  c h i l d r en woul d be mer c i l es s l y beat en unl es s 

Ŵr ar  par t i c i pat ed i n t he demons t r at i on. 

F eel i ng r an h i gher  t han ever  agai ns t  t hose who had 

pr ev i o us l y cooper at ed wi t h t he admi n i s t r at i o n . A mob ac-

t ua l l y f or med out s i de t he homw of  Togo Tanak a, one of  t he 

most  ac t i v e l y pr o- Amer i can n i s e i , but  i anaka was not  at  home. 

The s t or y has i t  t hat  Tanaka was ac t ual l y a member  of  t he 

mob t hat  st or med h i s hous e, i anaka and h i s f ami l y ; 6h i  ̂

Mo r i , edi t o r  of  t he Manzanar  F r ee P r es s ; Tad Masaoka, br o-

t her  o f  t he J . A . C . L . nat i o nal  s ec r et a r y ; Tok i eSl oc um, an 

ov er - ent hus i as t i c Amer i can L eg i o nna i r e ; and appr o x i mat el y 

t went y ot her s wi t h t hei r  f ami l i es wer e r emoved f r om t he 

camp i t es ^̂ âa t̂ ey on Sunday f o r  t hei r  own p r o t ec t i o n ; They 
/ 

spent  s ever al  days at  t he mi l i t ar y bar r acks and wer e subse-

quent l y r emoved to t he Deat h Val l ey C . C . G. camp, f r om whi ch 

t hey 8r e to be per manent l y r el o c at ed. (Tanaka wi l l  gi ve us 

case h i s t o r i es on al l  t hese p eo p l e . ) For  a week f o l l owi ng 

t he s hoo t i ng, t her e was l i t t l e or  n c r̂ a o p or t  bet ween t he 

J apanese and t he Cauc as x i ans . At  f i r s t , onl y t he mes s hal l  

empl oyees wor ked, but  gr adual l y , t he camp r et ur ned to 

what  now appear s t o be nor *»al cy . A sys t emat i c s ei zur e 

of  t he r i ngl eader s of  t he mob has been c ar r i ed on. They 

ar e to be r e l o c at ed , al ong wi t h mal cont ent s f r om ot her  camps, 

a C . G. C . camp at  Wal t on Cr eek , Ut ah , Mr . Ned Campbel l  



whose pr es enc e at  k anzenar  d i d much t o s t i r  up t he f eel -

i ng t hat  l ed t o t he s ho o t i ng i n c i den t , and who was r e l i ev ed 

o f  h i s du t i es at  ¿¿anzanar  f o l l o wi n g t he s ho o t i ng, i s 

w have -  t e en s e l ec t ed 
r epo r t ed t o ^^f  TR"e"""cCi"re�cioP 01 t he i - tel ton Cr eek Camp. 

The I 'vi 8nzan8r  s hoo t i ng i nc i c i ent ,was 
a t t r i bu t ed 

3 JWMFEK by Camp d i r ec t o r  Ra l ph -  ~ r  r  i   ̂f  , T T rlfrnii  nuniimpiiip 

i n h i s st at ement  t o t he n e ws p a p e r s , ^* t o "a c e l ebr at i o n 

o f  j âr l  Har bo r  by t he pr o - axi s gr oup among t he J a p a n es e . " 

Thi s en t i r e r epo r t  po i n t s t o t he do ubt f u l  v a l i d i t y of  t h i s 

e 

s t at ment . i !'i om t he ev i denc e at  hand, t her e i s no i ndi c a-

t i o n t hat  a c e l eb r a t i o n of  P ear l  Har bor  had any t h i ng t o do 

wi t h t he a f f a i r . I t  woul d be c r ed i t i ng t he J apanes e wi t h 

over - abundant  p r o phet i c power s t o be l i ev e t hat  t hey c oul d 

f o r es ee t hat  Uyeno woul d be r emoved f r om t he camp f o l l ow-

i ng t he beat i ng o f  'i 'ay a ma. Uyeno d i d not  come f o r war d and 

c o n f es s , t hus s et t i ng up c aus e f o r  r eac t i o n . 

Rat h er , t he ev i denc e i nd i c a t es t h a t  he was i d en t i f i ed by 

"ay ema' s wi f e on t enuous ev i denc e, and r emoved f r om t he 

camp over  h i s own p r o t es t . 

F ur t her mor e, t her e i s l i t t l e ev i denc e to cor r obor -

at e t he - m̂f r mmmj i  v i ew t h t  pr o - ax i s sent i ment  was t he 

mai n f ac t o r  i n c r eat i ng t he t i o t  s i t u a t i o n . P r o - ax i s el -

ement s appear  t o have been t he c a t a l y s t s at  wo r k . But  t he 

mai n dynami c s ar e ant i - admi n i s t r at i o n r a t h er  t han ant i - Am-

er i c an . The t es i s of  t h i s an t i - admi n i s t r at i o n f ee l i n g h8S 

been t r ac ed c h r o no l o g i c a l l y t o at  l eas t  t he ear l y par t  of  
f o 

�"�ugust , and q u an t i t a t i v e l y ¿ s ammu m** a l l  segment s of  t he 



Manzanar  p o p u l a t i o n , ol d and y o ung, Amer i c an and non- Amer -

i c an . T hat  t he an t i - admi n i s t r a t i o n f e e l i n g came t o a head 

on December  6 i s pur e c hanc e. I f  i t  had come t o a br eak i ng 

po i nt  on December  25, ^r . Me r r i t t , wi t  h equal  v a l i d i t y , c o ul d 

hav e c a l l ed i t  a Chr i s t mas c e l eb r a t i o n . 

el ement s wer e not  an i mpor t ant  - f act or  i n t he s hap i ng of  

t he r i o t  s i t u a t i o n . The h i s t o r y of  t h i s gr oup has been 

AQjgHfe'yi  her e and wi l l  be e l abo r at ed i n t he r ep o r t s t o 

come. I t s po t enc y was per haps bes t  shor n i n t he bur ni ng 

of  t he Manzanar  c ant een j u s t  s ev e r a l  week s pr ev i o us t o t he 

r i o t . Her e , a g a i n , ho wev er , i t  i s d i f f i c u l t , i f  not  im-

p o s s i b l e t o di s enga@3 ant i - Amer i c an a WMf ^K T s f r om ant i - ad-

mi n i s t r a t i o n a t t i t u d es . 

i ous meet i ngs on Sunday , êc ember  6, ar e no i n d i c a t i o n what -

ev er  of  t he s i z e o f  t h e pr o - J apanes e e l ement . I n t he f i r s t  

p l a c e , i t  seems c l ea r , t he es t i mat es of  t he c r owds gi ven 

i n t h e news paper s and i n t he r ep o r t s o f  t h e po l i c e o f f i c i a l s 

ar e ex agger a t ed . T h us , dur i ng t he a f t er no o n meet i ng i n 

f r o nt  o f  t he admi n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g , i t  i s s ai d t h a t  2 , 000 

peo p l e wer e p r es en t . Ch e s t e r ' s es t i mat e o f  f r om f o ur  t o 

f i v e hundr ed appear s much mor e a c c u r a t e , ni hi l e t he meet i ng 

was go i ng o n , s ev er al  bas k et ba l l  games wer e bei ng wi t n es s ed 

by l a r ge au d i en c es , a P . T . A . Baz aar  was en t e r t a i n i n g a 

c ap ac i t y c r owd, and numer ous peo p l e hav e t e s t i f i e d t o Ches t er  

and Ok az ak i  t hat  t hey d i d no t  even know a meet i ng was bei ng 

h e l d . The po i nt  des er v es f u r t h er  s t udy . x n t h e second p l a c e , 

Thi s i s not  t o say t hat  

The s i z e o f  t h e c r owds t h a t i  gat her ed at  t he var -

/ 



ever y one of  t he meet i ngs at t *TW& t ed a l ar ge gr oup of  

t he c u r i o us . Thus , i n t he a f t er no o n , t he s pec t at o r s of  

a bas k et bal l  game j us t  f i n i s h ed j o i ned t he mar ch to t he 

Admi n i s t r at i o n Bui l d i ng wi t h no i dea o f  t he pr ev i ous meet -

i ng at  mes s hal l  22 or  o f  t he pur pose of  t he mar ch to t he 

f r ont  of  t he camp. The best  ev i denc e t hat  a l ar ge el ement  

of  t he evani ng cr owd was s i mpl y c ur i ous i s t he f act  t  a t  

bo t h of  t he boys k i l l ed had r eput at i ons f o r  bei ng l o y al  

and no r ecor d of  ev er  hav i ng been number ed among t he gr oup 

of  ag i t a t o r s . 
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