The attached report was hurriedly written following
a <;2 two day visit to Manzanar and the Death Valley CCC
camp. It is based, therefore, on hasty observations and ué;;;;;>
G;i;& an incomplete understanding of the background factorss
Furthermore, except for certain phases of the activities
of Decemver 6, it is ;;E’completely undocumented. The report
is thus more of an impression than anything else. It is
subject to addition and drastic revision. The analysis
of causal factors is S;;;;;;E tenuous, but one that I
think will be corroborated as the additional reports
become availablel

The Manzanar inchdent provides an instructive

comparison with the Gila and Poston affairs, g‘ﬂith a

re G

few variations to suit thedlocal sceneg the pattern
each of the ‘E) :

in three camps is clearly similar.
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The Manzanar Shootling

Part I. - Pre-Evacuation

If one thing can be said with complete certainty
in regard to the beating of Fred Tayama on December 5 at
Manzanar and of the traglc events following that beating, it
is that the roots of the affair lie In the days before evacua-
tion and, indeed, before Pearl Harbor 1tself,

Mr. Fred Tayama, a well-to-do Los Angeles businessman,
if the chief protagonlst of the Manzanar affair, It was hils
being beaten that set off the unrest at Manzeanar. It was the
summary disposal of one of the people suspected of participating
in the beating that caused the first mass meetings and the first
threats of the riet. It was}in attempt to free this suspected
agsallant of Mr, Tayema that the killing of two Japanese by the
military occurred. Mr, Tayama's pre-evacuation activities are
important for an understanding of this sequence of events.

Tayama for many years was a restaurant owner in Lgs

[ av sy
Angeles. Though thls buslness prospere he left the restaurant

A
business in 1940 and opened the Paclflic Service Bureau. The
latter organization served as & means by which the Japanese, and
especlally the non-literate Issel, could be given advice 1n re-

gard to real estate mnd legal matters and Insurance, Tayama

himself was not a lawyer but he employed attorneys and his Ser-

vice Bureau was exceedingly prosperous. He had one of the finest
Japanese homes in the Los Angeles area. At the same time he was

rather thoroughly disliked because of what people thought were




excessive charges for his services, Tayams served, just before
evacuation,as the President of the Southern Branch of the Japan-
ese-American Citizens Lesague.

Two speciflec charges are lald against Tayama as a
basis for the Intense dislike of him that developed prior to
the evacuation. In the first place, Tayama is accused of
charging really exorbitant rates for aiding Japanese aliens
in f111ing out legal forms that were required of them after
the war began, When evacuation b ecame imminent, Tayama 1is
sald to have charged from $25 to $35 per person for filling
out identification and Federal Reserve Bank (or Farm Security
Administration) forms.

It 1is sald, further, that Tayama capitalized on his
presidency of the J.A.C.L. in fattening hils purse through advice
on evacuation. Thus, one universally believed story 1ls that
Tayama Iinstructed the secretary of his J.A.C.L, chapter to
direct people who came to J.A.C,L, office to the office of the
Paciflc Service Bureau, which was several floors sbove in the
same bullding. The incongruity of the J.A.C.L, making all sorts
of offers to aild the Japanese in their troubles was very apparent
to the sensitive Japanese community. Tayama became hated not only
by the TIssel whom he "milked" but also by meny more liberal
Nis®el who completely disapproved of his actions. How completely
they disapproved 1s demonstrated by the fact that the Nisel

United Citizens Federation, which was formed rather late, 1s

supposed to have charg7d 35 pents per person for the same ser-
-{ov ﬂf&n‘a\ g
vice =% Tayama\ehaziged $35 e

ayama 18 supposed to have raised approximately $2000




for the specific purpose of alding the Terminal Island Japanese

after thelr sudden evacuation. This aid to the Terminal Island-

ers was supposed to be purely philanthropic. Tayama was doing
@ oy .
the work in his capsacity a%AJ.A.G.L. ;tﬁ;iillt and he used the

J.A.C.L's name for the ralsing of funds. According to every
report that I have received, Tayama has never satisfactorily
accounted for the $2000 he raised. Indeed, he is accused of
lying about 1ts dlsposition. Thus, he claimed that he spent

a portion of the money having the Termingﬁfgg%%%g brought to
Los Angeles, Later 1t developed that some Los Angeles produce
man hauled the Terminal group to Los Angeles in the fermer's
own trucks and at thelr own expense, Tayama supposedly refused
to make any accounting for the money. The reaction of all the
Japanese, regardless of their age, thelr loyaltlies or their
position in the community, 1s one of resentment of this attitude.
of Tayama.

It should be noted that this observer has made no
attempt to check on the ,accuracy or the truthfulness of the
stories noted above. Tanaka is getting Tayama's own story of
his actions during the pre-evacuation period. Regardless of
the truth of the storles, however, there can be no doubt that
(1) they are widely belleved; (2) they are the basis for a
profound mistrust and hatred for Tayama on the part of the
entire Japanese community.

In addition to the specifle charges against Tgyama
his activities with the J.A.C.L. added nothing to his popularity.

‘E; most of the Issel and by many Nisel the J.A.C.L's pre-evacua-
tion polley of "we will be gled to evacuate if it will help the
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country,” was a mistake of the first order. Such a simple
attitude, i1t is felt, was both foollsh and, as the relocation
experlences have demonstrated, pernicious, as far as the position
of the Japanese in the American community is concerned. Every
discomfort of Manzeanar could be traced back to the J,A.C.L.'s
acceptance of evacuation, As the President of the Southern
Celifornia Branch of the J.A,C.L., Tayama bore the community's
dlspleasure on thls score. Fred Tayama's actions at Manzanar

by no means mitigated the widespeead hatred that was felt for
him. Indeed, if anythling, he fell into even gregter displeasure.
At Manzenar his most unpopular antics were those concerned with
his dembnstration of his Americanism. As one observer put it,
"Tayama was not content to be a 100% American: he was a 350%
Americen." Specifieally, Tayama was very loose in his talk
ebout dlsloyal Americans, openly informing the Administration
about manifestations of disloyalty on the part of particular
indlviduels at Manzenar. Tayama 1s sald to have worked off his
personal prejudices by accusing those he disliked of being pro=-
Japanese. He 1s also sald to have informed on the basis of com-
pletely inadequete evidence. Tayama did his informing with some
secrecy but the Japanese grapevine kept the community informed
of his activity. Despite his knowledge of the grapeviﬁe at work,

Tayama continued to inform without discrimination and indeed

(%Y
became even less reticent\bo—ist e community know what he was

doing. (dﬂm (s &“"“““‘“‘ A‘i)s‘e“‘p MS# ‘1"4’% TJotye Bloccuty —

undy q@wg &uskuﬂlf

Tayama's unpopularlty reached its climax when, through

political manoeuvering, he was chosen to represent Manzanar at

the National J.A.C.L. convention at Sglt Lake City November 17-25,
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Whatever the tfuth of the charges against Tayama, there 1s no
doubt no more unrepresentative person could be chosen
to present the views of Manzanar at the convention. The entire
camp was wrathful at the choice and Tayama's actions at Salt
Lake City dld nothing ‘ws acrease this wrath., For he 1s saild
to have repeated the same loose charges in regard to un -Ameri -
can asctivities at Manzanar, specifically naming individuals

and making specific suggestions to WRA officlals on how to rid
the cemp of 1ts troubles. When he returned to Manzanar at the

end of November, Fred Tgpyama was a marked man,

The,ﬂﬁgztez Manzanar situation.

No hatred directed at a particular individual could

have itself have precipitated the rlot and the shooting at
Manzanar on November 6. Condlitlons at Manzanar, in common

with those at Gila, Tule Lake and Poston, were éonducive to
general unrest and dissatisfaction in the community. No attempt
can be made here to describe these factors in any detall. They
are simply listed below:

t. General dissatisfaction with concentratlon cemp living.

Inadequate housing and messhall dletggare of course fundamental.
To these at Manzanar must be added the severe dust storms and,
more recently, the severe cold. Each of the evacuees' apart-

ments has a small oll stove. (In marked contrast incldentally

Lo

>3s1 the apartments of the Administration) The heatlng unilts
are remarkably efficient, but the difficulty 1ls that oil 1s
strictly rationed to the Japanese. As a consequence of this

rationing it is doubtful if some of the Japanese get warm during




the time they spend out of bed. Indeed, many of them spend much
of their time in bed as the only way of keeping warm, It 1is
hard to over-estimate the wrath that must be aroused within kks
a father who sees his children remain in bed until late In the

afternoon "just to keep warm."

yrﬁg The Activity of the General Maleontents. There can be

no doubt from the evidence at hand that a group of older men
haverconsciously worked to embarass the Administration and to
make Manzanar 1life as unpleasant as possible. As early as the
first part of August, Tanaka recorded in his Historical Document
on Manzanar a sharp disagreement about the advisabllity of any
self-government at Manzanar. Those who argued agalinst self-
government took the position that the Japanese were virtually
prisoners of war and that there was no point In trylng to govern
themgselves under concentration camp conditions. On August 6,
Tanaka and Masaoka commented that this group could "destroy all
hope of success for the WRA program within the centers themselves."
This report of Masaoka and Tgnaka 1s attached as annex I.to this
report as evidence of a vocal antl-Amerlcan sentiment at Manzanar
as early as August 6, 1942. A document from Masaoka and Tanaka
later in August commenting on the Nisel-Issel clash is also
attached.

The activities of the pro-Japanese was not limited to
mere words. What was apparently the first gang action at Manzanar,

directed specifically against the Adminlstration wmese occurred on

/
November 11 when Tom Imai, a member of the Manzanar internal polilce,

was soundly beaten and kicked by a group of unidentified assall-

ants. This attack apparently resulted from the fact that Imal hed




been instrumental in stopping the flow of contraband liquor that
was being brought into the camp by returning beet field workers.
On almost the same day, a group of young people threw rocks
through the windows mx of one of the police women (Yo Tabuchi)
in the camp who was also supposed to participate iIn the search
for contraband goods.
Several organized groups are supposed to have

exerted leadership among the anti-administration pror-Japanese
forces. These groups carry a bewlldering assorbtment of names
but, from the evidence on hand, the following seem most Important:

a. The Blood Brothers (Yuho Kesshidan),.- This is a secret
group whose only actlvity) as a group, has been the posting of
threats on messhall bulletin boards agalnst members not only of
the Caucaslan administration, but also against Japanese who were
over-friendly to that administration. (Tayame's name incidentally
appeared on everyone of the Blood Brothers' lists). In addition
to direct threats, the Blood Brothers posted notices opposing
self-government and in addition addressed specificeillllp letters
to Japanese co-operating with the Administration, arguinga;;D

the futility of their cooperation and threatening "punishment

¢
from heaven" if they continued to cooperate., peculatiﬂgg

without evidence, it seems reasonable to assume that men with
the temerlty to undertake such activities would also be the

men who would provoke direct action against the Administration,
when the occasion presented itself. In other words, it 1s
suggested here that the members of the Blood Brothers corps are

very probably the people who 3 led the agitatlion on December 6,

b. The Terminal Island Gang, also known as the Yogores, or




the Sgn Pedro bunch. It 1s this group that is supposed to have
beaten up Imal on November 11. It is claimed that there are
as many as 500 young men in thelr early twentles, led by 20
habitual trouble-makers, in thils gang. They are characterized

according to Masoaka and Tanaka byt "thelr previous occupation has

"heen either that of filshermen or cannery worker; their deep resent-

"ment against the government and anyone 1in authorlity, as a result

"of the manner in which they were evacuated; thelr outspoken bltter-

"ness agalnst what they describe as "unjust imprisonment of my
"0ld man by the F,B,I," (Almost all Terminal Island older men--the

"fathers of these youths--were taken into custody) their crude

"manners, uncouth dress and speech, the latter being a mixture of
"Japanese and English to a greater extent than 1s usual among the
"Niseli." This Terminal Island gang has had a record at Manzanar
of gang violence in sports, at dences and in their relations with
other residents of the project. Obviously, the Terminal Island
group 1is 1nsgred in many of its activities by older peopley

]

e¢. The Dunbar Gang or the Zoot-sultsy iéke the Terminal

[y PN S
Islanders, the Zoot-sulters e primarily a young bunch of

rowdies with no respect for the law and especlally no respect
for concentration camp law, Like the Terminal Islanders, also,
this group 1s important to the current Investigation because
it apparently has been Influenced in its actlons by older'
politically minded anti-administration leaders.

d. There are other enti-administration groups supposed to

be active including one known as the "Purple Dragons" and another




as the "Black Caps."
The Masoaka-Tanaka document No, E:é of November 11

discusses these groups, though Mesy without great detall. Both

Tanaka and Chester have been asked to do complete descriptions

of the membershlip and activities of the various gangs,

15. The Absence of Niseil leadership.

More than 1in any other camp, the Nisel have re-
malined in the background at Manzanar. The lack of leadership
among the Nisel was remarked upon by every person to whom I
talked. The greatest factor in the lack of Nysel leadership
since August at least (when the greatest troubles have come)
is accounted for ie=wswewlsber by the fact that a great number

of the young men of Manzanar left for the harvest fields.




Lven after retruning from the Wi~ iclds, these potential
did not

Nisei leadersw accept responsibility within the

camp.@ In some cases there was a simple refu-

skl to participate because of the personal denger involved,
In some ceses, the fact that older men now controlled block
groups mede it impos sible for the retuming workers to e in

ﬁadf\/‘éu‘? £y . S -
\ompesinigre Dositinons , n some cases, finelly, the nisei based

their refusal to take leadership on the fact'that they

,Aa Ak )
wanted to leave the campAi:uﬂedi ately =umame, cither permanently

or for further short term employment, Whatever the caus es,
at Menzaner,mare than at any ot hei' camp, the issei controll ed
the Japenese community and the liaison pzasit jons be tween the
Japanese and the administration, (I heve ssked Chester to
write this up in deteil))

G Altogether aside from the general group hat red
of Tayama, these three factors memde fa g neral unrest in
the camp, whid was by no means mitigated by the frecuent
changes of project directors, focllowing th e depasrture o:f'

Mr, Nesh., As early as August, a slow-down in work was no-
tic ed¥ by the Leucasian staf‘t“ in the camouflage factor Yy
as well as in the various intra-camp pro jects., Furthermore,
the ascendancy of issei leadership was clearly merked at

the end of the summer by the wholessl e r€signation of fore-
mensh ip jobs and the refusal of meny competent people to ac=
cept positions of responsibility. This stood in marked con
trast to the early days of camp life, when foremanship jobs

were widely sought for thei r prestige value, ¥#ith the

growth of disillésionment over relocetion camp conditions,




and the rise of the issei to dominent positions within

/s

the Japanese community, a prestige job tecane e marked

liabilipl%ather than en asset, Itx subjested its holderem

y, to threats of violencegor to ﬁi vio-
lence itself.

It is undoubtedly true thes &aart of this situa-
tion was created by genuine pro-Japenese, anti-American issei
elements, (Tanske will develop this point in his report,)

At the same time, a part of it was caused by simple non-po-
liticel anti-sdministration fesling that grew stronger as

Tt s impossibli Yo fol Lrow, dotd aft hang Whe gy S adliniing s trakon sk Fudie, gud 4w

time went onmnti—administraticn sentigent s Pro-Ja froms ce
@ Hotudrg beg

m was demonstrated in meny ways and was based s

in lerge part, on & long series of promises that were never

kept., These promises included 1) the grant of greaber freedom
for evacuees in the hinterland of the camp; 2)better heating
facilities; 3)essowiswssemer the improvement of food, end (¢)
the amelioration of housing herdships, How high this senti -
ment is cen be seen by the fact that a substantial portion

N\ and

of the Manzenar community isA firmly ccnvinced that ex-camp

director Roy Nash is languishing somewhere in Qa federal
penitentiary afor misuse of funds and malfessance
in office, It is apparently impossible to convince the
community of the truth, i.e., th&ét lir, Nash has a very lucra-
tive Washington position. As Okazaki seid: "You could show
the issei a picture of lir., Nash sitting under the Washington

monument, They still wouldn't believe he wasn't in gail.™

+V&k£ &VV"& ‘{'b
The hetred of kr. Nash, when he left, was Commssmed” in ﬂnﬁ&{-‘ﬂv“’




Ned Cambbell, assistant project direstor, eand Joseph Win-
chester, chief steward. Both of these names appeared on
virufelly every list thet the Blood Brothers posted. Une
of the most unfortunate aspects of the development of the
shooting situation was the fect thet Mr. Campbell, ™the

most heted and least trusted man on the pro ject™, necessari-

By On g i eS8 )
ly memde most of the d60151onéﬁ‘§cau—- e of m:t the f.
Logl lﬁ% Aa
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inexperiences of Mr, Merritt, the camp director who
over his position on November 17.
Messrs Cempbell and Winchester were involved in
the week
a cemp crisism the affair of Lecemter 5 end 6%.
This was in regard to an alleged theft on their part of
some 6,000 pounds of sugar, *An und erstanding of the ram-

: : W i e
ifications of the sugar deal is indispensable to en under-

incident ¢«
stending of the later shooting/wsskemseshess. The mein faczs?

are these: Harry Uyeno, a check-off men in the commissary,
tspoken ro-JapaggMi_pg_i;

1¢ly accused Campbell and Winchester of set
ting aside 6,000 pounds of sugar intended for the evacuees,
Uyeno's charge does not specify whether the sugar was set
aside for Caucesian use, or far later resale by winchester
and “ampbell, In eny came, ﬁ it was claimed that
the two men were milking the Japanese of soumeth ing that was
rightfully theirs., Though a report wes made by these two
men denying the charge, it was never circularized among the

colonists. On the eve of december 5, therefore, Harry

Uyeno was someWhat of & camp hero in the eyes of even those

who did not agree with him politicelly. He hed chellenged




the administretion on 2 mat ter of vital concern to the com-

munity and his challenge had not been refuted,

Decenber 5 and 6.

On the evening of Saturdey, Lecember 5, Fred

“taymme was met in the shower room by one Keiji Arataka.

After Gﬂ bathing, layema was followed home by Arataka

and a group of others, who attecked him and beat him severeg
ly. Approximately a half do'zen men participated in the
beat ing. All of them wore their Government Issue blue pea-
Jackets with collars up, their bleck leather winter caps
which @@vered their ears and a portion of their facesgend
faestened under their chins, end thick, heavy goggles which
are used extensively by Manzenar resident as a protection
sgeinst the dust. Teyama was teken to the hospital on Say-
; ; S Cv-:'l*ff-ﬁ-”a/
urday evening, where it was found that he was not Swiesweds
demaged., The incident would pr obably have passed as just
eanother in the growing series of acts of mob violence. But
early the next morning of Syndey, ﬁecember 6, severasl suspects
were whisked from iienzanar and lodged in the County Jeil at

Independence. Among these suspects was Harry Uyeno.

The reaction to Uyeno's summery dispositicn was

on the part of o
one of immediaste and growing wrath any segment s. of the *Vicuee
. h'ad e .
population. The public anger M at least three

mein bases., In the first place, thre was a widespread




satisfaction over the fact that Taywma had finally got

what wes coming to him. The follwing comments are typical :
"11: was hard to find a single person at lMeanzanar who ex-
pressed sympathy for Tayama,™ "Even the highly Americanized
w and cooperative nisei were of the opinion
that though the epproach was unorthodox, 4ayesma deserved

the eating. Since there was no oher way of his getting i‘g:
& punished, the beating fi@the situation perfect -
ly." Thus, wnder the best of eircumstances, the?_mnish-
ment of Tayema's assailants ﬁaouid have been a delicat e,
administrative &Gﬁ, altogether aside from the difficult ju-
tidicel task of identifying the well-disguised attackers.

1t cen be said without doubt that the majority of the people
at “gnzanar did not believe anyone,ﬁ guilty or not,
should be punished for beating Fred Tayama, Tayama was &

public nuisance. KHis assailants were to be praised, not

piritin
e R S AT The/L-g' et away of harry

Uyeno was &= the second lerge contribution to publie wrath.

pufiished.

No administrative pfficer bothered to explain on what basis
Uyeno had been incarcerated., As early as 10:30 on the
morning of December 6, just tw hours after Uyeno had been

removed from cemp, the story was being Qold and retold

ot
that Uyeno's arrest hMen caused by eny comection with

the Taysma beating. Rather,"everyone said that Cempbell end
Winchester had got Umyeno becesuse he knew too much about

the sugar desl ‘ Eve ryone said no proof existed in regard




to Uyeno's implication in the beating. ke
away only because of the sugar deal.”

Again, the truth of the statement is less im-
portant than the existence of the bel ief, Actually, it
eappears that Teyama's wife identified Uyeno as one of her
husbend's essailants. Uyeno!s publicly expressed attitude,

furthermore, does not indicete thet he would have been

loath to administer a beating to layama and others of Q
vl ) " 3V frmetang, LS
B e e e

The
€irst of these facts was unknown, and the second unconsid-
ered on the morning of “ecember 6. The points that were
enphasized were only 1)Teyeme deserved his beating and 2)
Uyeno wes being punished because of his solicitude for the
community as eviuenced by his accusations in regard to the
theft of the community's sugar,

It is difficult to estimate the extent of the
spontaneous weath aroused by the arrest of Uyeno because
it is impossible to follow the sctivity of the anti-admini-
(T stration (or pro-Japanese) agitators, ‘there cen Dbe no doubt

heir sctivity cons titutes the third base for the build=up .of community wrelth,
the t the se agitators were busygx, The situetinn was

made to order fo r&gopular anti-administration demonstration,
N

The issue cut through politicelgg and cultural lines. The

guestion could be put as one involving eduinist ative in-

(Loysity to Awevica had nothang Vo de b H.)
tegrity end fairness to the EVACUE S, | I e

i o fossmovre o Medadators” ankieAmaricduivn. wwer Mbie - :
ently done with great skill, The demomstrations thet fol-
et
. lowed, though Qé%é;ineered by the genuine pro-Jap-




enese elements in the camp, were not pro-Japsnese demomstra =-

tions, *‘ather, they were simply demomstrations sgainst an
(according to the trend of thought in the camp, ,
administrative poliey tTh Jailed on flimsy evidence ones or.
And this was just the latest of a
the community's begﬁactors. long series of administrative errors ==
the community's tolerahce was at an end and the agitators took
At 1:00 P.M.-.a meeting to dscuss the arrest of Jedvantags
““;m@? of this
Uyeno was held at Blockk 22. Wr., John Gilkey, the acting( facte

chief of internal security, received estimates from his pa-
trolemn that at least 2,000 persons were at this meeting.
is tearly
Japenese who were present, however, estimate th¥ crowd at
Ifewer then six hundred., Anticipating trouble, Mr. Merritt
put 2 cgll in to have the military police stand reesdy at
Mr. Merritt
the cemp gate, Mr., Campbell was not allowedfto investigate
the meetingcaybecause of the warning from the Japanese po=-
lice force thet Campbell's life would be in danger if he
went, Leaving Mr. Campbell at the police station, Mr.
place of
Merritt, with Mr. Gilkey, went to thepfieeting. Jhen they
arrived, however, the me eting was over esnd they were told
theta committee of the Japenese was on the way to the admin-
istration building to see Mr. Merritt, MNr. Merritt and
Mr, Gilkey immedistely drove bask to await the committee.
By this time, ) of military police had sppeared on
the sceneiiS s aiimm. i When the committee of
Jepsnese approached, it was folloved by a lar@e crowd.
The me eting at Block 22, after hearing from
leaders who hed emphasized EjlBs Tayesma's perniciousness,
~Spmmmebes the "railroading" of Uyeno, end the accumulated

cherges egeinst the sdministration, hed decided to demend

the immediate return of Uyeno from the County Jail. QE;?




Tanaka, in his report, will neme and describe the leaders
By the time
of this group end their arguments. m'éﬁers of
the mob approached, the military police, under Captain Hall,
had merrhed inside the camp getes to a pdint opposite the
police station and hed fgrmed g line acrem:s the road.
in his officiel report of the affair, Mr. Gilkey describes
what then heppenad: :
vept. Hell, Nrx. Merritt and myself walked out
to meet the mob. The leaders st opped the mob
in a line in front of the administr ation build-
ing entrence, Merritt was approached by the
lesders end a demand was made to immediately
release Harry Ueno (Uyeno) from the County
jeil end return him to the Manzenar Jjail.
NMerritt said that he would not be swayed by
the demands of a mob, but thet he would be
very gled to meet with the committee and dis-
cussthis or eny other matter that they desired.
The mob roared in return and the leaders demend-
ed that QUeno be peturned et once, The spokes-
men telked end acted in a violent menner, making
this end other demands in a loud and ringing
tone of voice, in my opinion deliverately in-

citing the mob to further demons tration. « +

b
Mr. x\;erritt.at lest convinced committee,

according to Mr. Gilkey, that Hma ehould try to get the




‘Ja..;-&__#«_: )

mob to go home, This, however, theynw'ere unable to do,

1@ again asked lNr., lerritt 10 sere—isemetrssisamens 0
return U@enom All the while, the mob was grow-

ing in size, becoming more o_penly obscene end more openly

contemptuous of the soldiers, and pushing further and fur-

ther towards where the soldiers stood, After almost en hour ,

Kr. Merritt, Cept. Hall end Mr. Gilkey deci ded that ™in

order to gvoid possible bloodshed it was best to concede

to the demends of the mob, as far as Uyeno was concerned./’

The commit tee and Merrittyg snd mysel.f went
around the corner of 1-1-1 and talked. They
were told by lr, Merritt that Ugeno would be te-
turned to Manzener jeil within one hour after
the mob had dispersed amd the camp became quiet.
The understending being thet Ueno would stey in
jJeil here, stand trisl before the judicial com-
mit tee, who would decide whe ther Ueno should bé
tried here or in an outside court., That in tum,
no attempt would be mede to relesse Ueno, that
the commit tee would meet with Merritt and decide
on eny other matter they wished to discuss, Theat
they would assist in epprehending the persons
responsible for the besting of Fred Tayama, end
that peace would reign in cemp, I teturned Ugno
to cemp as promisedx andex;;lanation was also
Vaso

made tow at this time, The committee shook

hends end left the building epparent ly satis-

fied.




Thus ,' by the late afternoon o <+~ecember 6, the
cémmunity hed won in its first bettle with the administra-

tion., Yet the conditions imposed by Mr. Merritt before re-

truning Uyeno to canpgfmade the solution seem an equitable

one. for the committee of the people, led by Joe Kurihars,
promised that the following ccondi tions wo 1d be observeds

1) The committee guaranteed there would be no
more mobs or mass meetings,

2) The commit tee guarenteed® there would be no
ettempt to free Uyeno from the lManzanar Jjail once he wes
returned.

3) The commit tee guaraneteed there would be no
attempted meet ings of any sort until conddtions at ceamp
had returned to normelcy.

4) The ccmmittee agreed to help meintain law
end order within the center. 4s s perties] fdlfillment of
this pledge they sgreed to work with the police for the
ap prehension of those who had beaten Tayama. (These pointw
fram the message of Mr, berritt to the people of Manzanar
on Sundesy , “ecenber 13.)

At least these are the conditions of the settle=-
ment as understood hy Mr. ierritt end thie edministration,
It is very likely, however, that something altogether dif-
ferent was understcod by the mob as it dispersed on Sunday
afternoon., Several people, though uneble to give detsdls,

g Lood el
. the translaticns of ell mf that lir. Merritt




sald was completely garbled, and made to suit the wished
of the g leaders of the mob. Presumably, this mey have
applied to the four points enumerated above which were
decided in a private conference, as well as to the statem
ments s houted directly to the mob by Mr., Merritt,
Gim®: (Eoth Chester and Tanska ave been asked to
cific details of the mistranslations.)
several

smmmpede T e Te were /#® people of the “Yaucasien ad-

ministration who believed that giving in to the mob had

been a mis take, on the theory that once the agitators had

’ Yoo sa
tasted blood they would not let upe/¥he majority 'Ugﬁi

however,
"M inside the camp,/both Caucasian and Jape nese, seémed

ressonably setisfied with the compromise of =unmisy efter-

noon. fﬂ But no satisfaction existed among the sol=-

diers of the 322nd Military Police Bettalion, who had been
marched to the scene of what they thought was battle emnd
then marched home sgain., MNost of the soldiers had been

of f duty msismebeseiiesy when the call from the camp had
come. They hdd had time only to gresp the ir wespons and
run, They had therefore presented a motley appearance to
the Japanese mob. @ Almost all were unshaved; several
hed on fatigue uniforms; others hed put service jackets

on over pajeme tops. As the mob hed approached Mr, werritt,
the soldiers had merched forward in?wedge—shaped, mob break-
ing formation, but hed been stopped just short end lined

up behind Merritt and Mr. Gilkey, who were jidined by Capt.

Hgll, commanding of ficer of the M.P. un't, SeSEEESE——_




For more than an hour, the soldiers had patrolled with bay-
BN
onets drawn, lis tening to the mob “jﬂe at
their appeasrance, taunt their effectiveness, and scoff at
their power. For more then an hour, the soldiers watch eque
their captain

with the two wivilian leaders of the camp negot iate with
the heads of the mob, «issrrjerREEENaRse: To the soldiers,
all the tel k was unnecessery nonsense, Their job was to
guard the Japs end to keep order in the camp., This was great
disorder end flhe wey to stop it was with bayonets, clubs,
or a8 few mechine gun bullets, 'lhe soldiers themselves
have testified to their overwhelmigg desire "tc bust the
shole demn thing up.™ "There wasn't one of us who wouldn't
have given two weeks' pay to take a crack at the Japs,M one
of the privates ssid, with the approval of half s dozen of
his fellows , 7MWl vwhen discussing the affair eeEEIRRERENG -
several wesks later., VYffieers of the group, however, wxert-
ed every effort to keep their men under control, sending
one particulerly belligerent soldier to guard the gate to
the moad, far in the rear.

When the men were merched off, without being al-
lowed eny contact with the Japsne se mob, their reaction was

one of utter disgust. ‘Lhey went back to their barracks

\ le\devsl\%/ _
end under the b 1 f Private Nick Cirillo, composed

e commemorative dﬂggerey&hich they called "The @lorious Re-

tr eat of Manzmnar".

Few ,
data exist to explein the action of the




Japanese community between the dispersal of the mob in
front of the Admin#stretion Building at epproximately &wo
o'clock and the convening of the new mmss meeting at the
firebreek in Block 22 at 6:00 P.m. App srently it was during
this time that the genuine pro-Japenese agitators were bus-
iest‘) -@ceuse the m results of the two o'clock
meeting were pleinly satisfactqry to the majority of the
people in the campg. Uyeno was not tc be punished with-
out a triel of his peers. He would nbdt be made to pay for

his disclosures in the sugar degl, The -ne-eiaPupdiiie: - -
he hated layame
at large and might remein unapprehended.
There was no csuse for fnrther uproar,
eems
Nevertheless further uprcar occurred, and M

directly tracesble to the activities of the small group

of sctlve,eld er/agplogists of the anti-Apge rican cause.

Yur Manzenar observers are now trying to document thefae-
tivities of this small group. The evidence aga inst then
now is eslmost purely circumstentisl., Only two facts are g
preminawt TS50
known: f,) Mgny mess-halls held meeting at whic .
wie cxerted grest pressure to have people in the Dblock at-
tend the six o'clock mass meeting. @pen intimidetion was
used, parents being told that they and their children would
be brended as inu, if they did not attend the mass meeting.
Furthermore, there was much indefinite telk sbout & meeting
thet hed been scheduled with ipr, Merritt, at which Mr., MNer-
riitt hed not appesred, This was paraded as en Sme cvidence

of further duplicity on the part of the esdministration and




as the justifiasble cause of a new mess meeting of protest,

(The besis of thf story @‘& a meeting that Mr. Meeritt

did not attend has not been found.) 2) At six p.m. a crowd

lun;al;ehlz; : .
Yestimated at 2,000 people gathered in the firebreek at

A s o

éﬁﬁigigtgnéa“ﬁo harangue s from their leeders.
Aftef ﬁﬁﬁ;iy minutes, the crowd itself demsnded actnan;ﬂ
It is not eclear whether ?ﬁe ;fowd immediately split iﬂt;h
two groups (the first heading for the hospital to get
Tayama again, the second going to the hospital to relase
Uyeno) or whether the mob went first to the hospital and
afterwards to the jail whenci;aizit was unable to find
Tayamae Newspapers carried the second version of the story,
though# official accounts of the Internal Security Division

at Manzanar indicate that the two mobs started almost

simultaneously. In any case, the mob headed for the hospital

was heard from firsts oo e
¥ E e SF SRR

—— e o - ey 2a .

. tm— IﬁS‘gi ress, s end the measures teken to

s ‘Rl Tic fal
meet it, are best followed fromx the Y& unt. of Arthur I,

Willdams , ‘essistent chief of internel security:

6=20 PM,. Received a telephone cell from Dr. Goto

at the hospital stating a mob was merching on. -
the he§pital from Block #22. The Doctor said
théfe were approximately two thousand men in this
geng; so the @octor's informent had told him,

He said they were coming efter Fred Tayama. He
asked for protection, adding that Fred Tayama was
in ward #3.

6-25PM.., I.called Mr, Mer ritt, and explained the




situation. He esked me to telephone the E, P,

Barr®cks and ask them for an escort, to meet

¢
the hospetal embulenee at EpeArear of the hospital.

He requested them to teke a circuitous route,

6-28 PM.. I called the M. P, Barrecks snd asked
for Captien Hell, they steted Captain Hall wasn't
present. I asked them to call one of the
commissioned officers to the te lephone. Lt. Kunkler
answered the telephone, he stete they had their
own embukance and would be glad to cooperste

in this matteﬁ. They would seethat an escort

wes furnished end they would follow the rosd
through the gardens and stay clear of Block Number
22

6-28 PMss Dr, Goto called and ssid the gang

wes approaching, help was badly needed. I told
him the army ambulance would pick Tayama up

at the back of the hospitel.

6:30 PM.. I again called and was told by the
Seergent answering the telephone st the army
barracks that the ambuhlnce was leaving, I =il
immediately celled the hospital end told the

nurse this info rmation.

6-& PM., Dr., Little telephoned and recuested help
he steted the mob wes there. I told him the

ermy should arrive any minute.

€-40 PM.. I called Mr. Merritt,




Actually, the army ambualnce did not arrive at the
hospital until some minutes after the mob. Ipgdeed, several
of the leaders had searched the hospital looking for Tayama
before the Military Police arrived, TFurther violence to
Tayama was avoided only because he was hidden under an
operating table, Unable to find its victim, the hospital
group PeiMMRERX joined those at the Police Statiéon. Tayama
was taken by the Military to the Army barracks where he
was joined the next day by others who had cause to fear
the corwd's violence. This group mas subsequently moved
to the Death Valley CCC camp.

The main action and the shooting occured near
the Police Station at the front of the camp, Just ten minutes
after the hospital had telephoned its last call fo?aiigi‘a to
Mre thliams at the Police Station, Mr. Williams re€orded
(at 6345 P. M.) that "Jack Shimatsu, 1l4-6-2 a Japanese
policeman came in the station, he stated, his father had attended
the meeting in Block 22, Haé said a mob of about two thousand
were coming to the station to kill all the police. He said they
blame all theii=:::::l police for the arrests which have been
mgde." Mr, Williamsmx immediately (6:47 PLM.)
called Captain Hall and requested that a#€ guard be sent

to protect the Police Stations His report continues:

———— i ————— — =

ﬁ-EOPM.. The mob could be heard approathing, they
T A ’-:‘}1. Mo

eerlng and shouting in Japanese as they reached
;;€ fﬁﬁb P&Wﬁne Station, They came in the side door and
front &ébr almost at the same instant they cane in

$he chief's office where I was., They filled the entire

police station to overflowing. I went %o the front




office of the station and when I returned someone
had gawen them the keys to the jail and it was also filled
with men. The sentry at the front gate fired three fE;EP |
shots evidently for helps. I met the same men who had
served on the committee representing the mob earlier
in the day with them when I ‘:::::;? walked into the
front office. They demanded the release of Harry Ueno,
22=3-4 who was being held in Jjail on a charge of attack
with a deadly weapon, I told them I had no authority
to do so, but it looked %m as if they had taken matters
in their own hands « «
That the leaders of the coowd were astute men is demonstrated
by the fact that, notwithstanding Mr. Williams %true statement
that they had taken matters in their own hends, they refused

to move Uyeno from the jails Apparant confusion reigned.

As many people a{possible had crowded into the Qbolice

Station building and the rest of the crowd milled around outside

cheering, swearing and jeering. But the crowd's leaders
refused to leave the jail with Uyeno without official sanction.
Instead, as Mr Williams recordss |
- The spokesman of this committee then told me they
didn't intend %o take Ueno that way. If I couldn't
do it (release Uyeno) they wanted to see Mr. Merritt,
in fact they wanted to see him anyway.

Mr. Williams tried to temporize with the groups "I pointed
out to them that someone would probably be killed or at least
wounded unless they disbanded and returned to their homes. He
re?lied that we.@on't care if we are killed we are ready to

dies"  In tha ensuing conversation, the Japanese rational®

for the late afternoon mass meeting as well as for the




then*
sxtmmblaes current action became apparant.

I reminded him (the spokesman) that he had promised
e Mr. Merritt, Captain Hall and Chief Gilkey in

the afternoon that there wouldn't be another illegal

demonstration like the one wh;ch had occurred earlier

that afternoon,. He said during the meeting held in

Block 22 he and the others had talked to the crowds

that had gathered and the crowd had insisted

upon coming to the police station and S;E?securing

the release of Ueno. He said I no longer have any

control over them.

When his arguments failed, Mr, Williams had to acceapto the

demands of the committee and call Mr, Merritte His report g

A bR iy De  taken as

‘ w ke
an accurate statement of 5-4&* the Camp Director

did not appear at any time during the course of events that
evening. :
The committee insisted that I call Mr., Merritt, which
I did. He asked what they wanted. I explained they
deman@ed the release of Ueno, and that they wanted to
see him., He asked, how does it look, and I replied
very bads Mr. Merritt said call Captain Hall and
ask him to take command, if necessary declare martial
law., The committee will have to do their negotiating
with Captain Hall, they have failed to keep their
ppomise with me, I turned from the telephone and
told the group Mr, Merritt was not at home and that

we would have to wait a short while.s & rehd

Mr. Williams inme iately eniiminpepimmes ~claved lr.




Merritt's orders to Captain Eall, the Japanese ‘:E:;tanding
alongside and making no attempt to interfere. Shortly
afterwards, the first detachment of soldiers appeared

upon the scene under command of Lieutenant Zwaik. The
soldiers immediately cleared the front of the Police Station
but allowed the committee to remain at Mr. Williams request.

In addition, five Japanese policeman, NmimeuEoei s

three of whom had come for their protection, were allowed

inside
to remain inside the building. Once thersuilding was cleared,

the soldiers azialcbissnebumrpeiirirmebrbeonat pushed
OWhy fvom Theouttvae o) T £k,
the mob Secmeiltmdrwichbine =—irposiby “irst a line even with

the West side of the building, then about eight feet further
back to ﬁhe Qeast side of the Manzanar Free Press Building.
As this was S;Ei movement was being carried out, Captain

Hall arrived with another detachment of Military Police.

The scldiers Joiné&!iszzz::::Lthe patrol, while Capgain Hall
immediately went into conference with the leaders of the

mob inside the Police Station.

) = :
The conference last ed more than half an hour. MNr.

(1 98" | MG..xmra &‘_M)
Williams report of iE:is brief:

L
The c&?tdAn made an honest effort to come to a

peaceful understanding. When all efforts apparantly
failed in this direction with the committee, the Captain
went outside, @ walked past the first line

of his soldiers and while between his men and the

gang of Japanese rioters he asked them in a clear

calm voice so that all could hear to return to their
homes. His talk was met by several Japanese throwing

large stones, I don't know who the target was, but




they narrowly missed Ceptein 4all, asnd stones
fell among his soldiers. ,
\éng%#LJ&ﬂﬂﬁL)

One of the Jdapenesef¥ who was in the jeil throughout
th e complete negotiations, sitting by the siove and teking
notes all the time, gives a more complete account of the pre-
ceding events as well as of /
conversatlon ween vapteil fall and the committee repre-
senting the mob:

. « o One of the committee came in at 6:50.

dpr, Kurihara muiC%pt. Williems wes talking

with Yamegouchi. Then the M.P. arrived.
Williems states that Capt. Gilkey is not in.

50 the committee ask if they can talk to lr.
werritt but "illiems calls and there is no
answer, Then he calls Mr. Cempbell and there

is no enswer. [finelly one of the I.P. was %o
Mr, Williems then Williams state they are under
martial law. ThenCapt. Hall came in. By that
time I sat by ihe stove, listening to the con-
versation of *r. Kurihara asking “apt. Hall
gfor uncond itionel release of Mr. larry Uyeno
and NMr. Tateishi are saying the same. ie the
captain say he can't do it because the committee
didn't keep their promise end tell the commit tee
to remove the mob immediately. Mob starts to
shout., “aptﬁin tells us to keep the mob guiet.
I went out with Mr, Kurihara and tell them to

keep quiet and then we come back to the Police




>tation,

2:10 the telephone rang four times. Hospital
was celling for help. 4#r. Kurakawa amswer. “e
said even the Police Station was out of adrder.
7:20. 8 feﬁ more Military Police arrive. At
7:30 they are talking to Cept. Hall sgein. He
does not answer, . . . At 8:30 the commit tee
is asking Capti Hall agein end he say he cen't
do it. 9:10 the Gaptain come in station aga in.
This time commit tee of six asked Cept. Hall. This
time I hear Mr. Yemagouchi sey Be is chalrman
of the commit tee end stBing thek condition is
growing worse, Finally Mr. Kurihare pleaded,

"Keep me in jail end release Uyeno.™ Byt the

cep tain still answers no. Then Mr. Yamagouchi

tell the Captein, "Keep 21] of us in jail and
temporarily release Uyeno," The Ceptein still
snsweeed no.

By this time the mob is seying in Japenese
"lie went Uyeno's release." Soon they started
to shout "Remove Cempbell end Winch ester." Then
they started to sing a song. Then Mr. Yama-
gouchi stated, "If Capt, Hall does not release
Uyeno someth ing is liable to happen. But we
are not responsible eany more. e cen't keep
the mob quiet. ™ Then the Captain said "Yes

1 will take all the responsibility for wha te ver

heppens now,™ Then he left the police station.




The first soldiers had arrived st the police station
shortly after 7:00 o'clock. It was now 9:20., The soldiers
had menaged to push the crowd completely away from the po-
lice stetion and up against the east side of the lanzensr
Free Press building, the excess of the crowd spilling across
the road in front of the Adninistration Building to the
south and away from the Free “ress building ihto the open
space to the north. The soldiers,themselves,wrmed with
Bubmachine guns, shotguns, snd rifles, were lined up with
thelir backs to the east side of the police station, the
line extending across the main street of the camp. Machine
gun emplacements were et either end of the line, one sever-
al feet @ nerth of the end of the police station, eno-
ther across the mein street and approximately oppsite the
northwest corner of the Adninistration Building. Other
Boldiers were deploved toc the reer of the Administration
Building end eround the nearby Quaryeré of the Csucasisn
gdninistration., (See mep on next page for positions as
well es for Jiesram of subsequent action.) During all the
time that the committee of the mob had conferred with Mr,
Williams and Cept. Hell, the mob had grown in size end had

become increasingly bold, shouting obscenities and insults

et the Military Police.cf?jn;mediately efter Lapt. dall ter-

minated his conference with the committee he ordered his
men to don gas mesks. +# lieutenent stepped out under cover
of the machine gun at the north emd of the soldierxs' line

and a2 number of\,':?aps bombs were thrown into the center of

the Jepenese crowd. The result was instantaneous psaniec.




The Jepanese fled wildly end blindly in every direction.

,teu&)
More then & dozenﬁran with terrific force and piled up

against a telephone pole that was just east of the fron t
end of the Free Press Building. Othersﬁz into the street
seperating the police stz tion from. the Free Bress building
in the direction of,or parallel with)the line of soldiers.
The solidiers fired st these wildly onrushing people. Within
two minutes after the ges bombs had been thrown, no Japen-
ese were to be seen except the wounded ones lying .in the
street. Ar;hort time later & small crowd reformed and
started anw sutomobile dmskad® which wes parked & !
hortl.q of the Free Press Building, eiming the cer at the
o_apﬁite mechine gun emplacement., The car Wwas bedly aimed
and curved away from the machine gun, crashing through
the northwest corner of he police station and finally
age inst one of the army
trucks parked-wes. of the pblice staticn. Several bursts
were fired by the mechine gunner at the car as it swung a-
cross the roed, The empty car was hit several times, one
of the bullets riccocheting off it and wounding Corporal
schafer of the Military Police in the henrd.
e otices to the press about the B n ke S

lenzener trouble were appar-

ently slented to purposely give an €IT ONEOUS jmpression

#x Paga owa Storp B)

of how the shooting itself occurred. Ihus;:thq San +“ran-
. ’*F‘Q:m‘djfa 2
cisco Call-Bulletin of Nondey, ecanber 7, et




"Troops had entered the camp in respopse to
Merritt's earlier demands that the military teke

over policing of the camp where police duties

are usuelly entrusted to a steff of Japsesnese
__and Vaucasian peace officers,

The soldiers with fixed bayonets and mounted
machine guns were successful in queiling the
early stages of the pioting, but later,es the
crowd gethered into a mob, the sold iers were
forced to resprt to firing a barresge of tear gas,

The gas dispersed the mob, but the rioters re-
essembled scon after the choking fumed drifted
off into the night eir.

The shooting occurred as sngered members of

the crowd begen hurling stones and rushing the

line of sodliers.”

The San Francisco Chrénicle on the next d‘ay (page
one Jindirectly guoted Mr, Merritt as follows:
Part of the erowd surged towards the scldlers
" and were met with tear gas bombs, The fumes
were blown away, however, @nd the Japs swept
'forward hurling stones. The soldiers then
opened fire, This halted the shouting, gestic-
ulating mob, end sullenly they obeyed order to
return to their bungalows,
Every eye-wit#€ss interviewed testifies to the com-

plete felsity of the view presented in the mewspapers that

the shooting occurred some time after the throwing of the




tear gas and after the crowd hed reformed and directly at-
tecked the line of soldiers. Mr. Williams, in his report,

S;ifuficon)
oes not¥ describe the sequence of @m events,

Raymond Haria's report puts it this way: "At § 9:27 all of
us in the police station saw the soldierks putting on gas
masks, At 9:28 we saw soldiers throw gaf' bombs on the mob.
Thirty seconds leter we heard shots." Jack Shimatsu, one
o:’éthe internel policemenx who watched the pmce%ings from
inside the station, recalls that "the shooting followed

the bomb throwing immediately. The puff of smoke had got

even clegred before the shots were heard and men were fall-

ing .,* This statement is Qdirectly corroborated by Pri-

vate George m Ehalt, Jr., one of the Military Po-
lice actuaslly in the lineg "The shootlng wes just a part
of the bomb throwing. There were no orders tc shoot. Scl-
diers don*t need orders under such circumstances. The
fume s of the bombs scettered the Japs, Some of the Japs
who ren away ren toward us and we just naturally shot.”
Tenaks has telked to at least a dozen soldiers, all of
whom tell the seme story. Che sterg quotes one of the
lieutenents on the scene as telling exactly the s:zme story,
GoJ.d;Berg hes the official hospital reports-which show that
virtually every wound inflicted on the Japanese was from
the left side, which indicetes (ecf. the d;(;-igram) that

the Japenese fleeing from the directions in which the bombs
were tkrown were running kore parallel to the line of sol-

diers then ectuel ly tOwards them,




In ell, ten people were treated for gunshot wounds,
though the soldiers believed others were hurt but did not
sk for treatment for fear they might be impliceted as
ringleaders in the affeir. One person died almost immedi-
etely. Le was James Ito, & young niseil with a reputation
for loyel Americenism and with one of his brothers serving
in the United States Army. A second person, James Kanagana,
died onE December 11 from complications ensuing from his
wounds, Kensgasna, too, hed 2 reputetion for loyslty. KHe
was nineteen years old. (Gecldberg end Chester will supply
us with the officisl hospitel date on gll the wounded per-
sons . )

Following the shooting the crowds dispersed and
the wounded were taken to the hospital. Throughéut the
night the Military Police, augmented by —tate Gurdsmen
from Independence, patrolled the interior of the camp.
Gphaetwemwseseaz . The cry smong the Japanese was "Remem-
ber Manzsnar." There can be no doubt thet the shooting

converted the opinion_g
511y the entire population of the camp

to é’\violent anti-American feeling. QB:V co mmon consent,

shifts were arraenged at each mess hell ﬁ?%ell, and the
bells tolled loundly and contindusly throughout the entire
night and late into the morning. The next day, the store-
house was broken into and several bolts of black ecloth
stolen., JFollowing messhall meetings, every Japenese man
in Manzesnar wore a black band on his am, every women &

bleeck ribbon in her heir. Meny niseiwho previously had




actively opposed such tactics, voluntarily wore their mourn-

ing stripes. Others were openly coerced, mothers be ing

told that their chilldren would be mercilessly beeten unless
%particigated in the demonstrastion.

Feeling ren higher than ever agsinst those who had
previously cooperated with the administretion. A mob ac-
tually formed outside the home of Togo Tanaka, one of the
most actively pro-American nisei, but Tanaka was not at home.,
The story has it that Tenake was actuslly & member of the
mob that stormed his house. <lenake and his family; Ghigf
Mori, editor of the Menzenar Free Press; Tad Masaoka, bro-
ther of the J.A.C.L. nationel secretary; TokieSlocum, an
over-enthusiastic American Legionnaire; and approximately
twenty others with their femilies were removed from the
camp ﬂx on Sundey for their own th/ection.’ They
spent severasl days at the military barracks and were subse-
guently removed to the Desth Valley C.C.C. camp, from which
they are to be permenently relocated. (Tenska will give us
case histories on all these people.,) For a week following
the shooting, there was little or nofra__ap ort between the
Japenese and the Caucasmians. At first, only the messhall
employees worked, but gradually, the cemp returned to
what now appears to be norumalcy. A systematic seizure
of the ringlesders of the mob has been carried on. They

are to be reloceted, along with mslcontents from other camps,

‘#g a C.C.C. camp at Lelton Creek, Utah, MNr, Ned Cam;_al:uellI




whose presence at lanzenar did much to stir up the feel-
ing that led to the shooting incident, and who was rel ieved

of his duties at Menzenar following the shooting,is r@

heve been selected as
reported tmmUalton Creek Camp.,

Qﬁ’-fhe Manzaner shooting incident,was
attributed
»apzn by Camp Uirector Ralph merritt,ﬁ;;;;:::llnp-pﬁ£;%

t
in his staement to the newspapers,c;;,to "a celetration

of ;%rl Harbor by the pro-exis group among the Japanese,"
This entire report points to the doubtful welidity of this
statgent. drom the evidence gt hand, there 1s no indica-
tion that & celebration of Pearl Harbor had enything to do
with the affair. It would be crediting the Japenese with
over-abundant prophetic powers to believe that they could
foresee that Uyeno would be removed from the cemp follow-
ing the beeat ing of leyema.. inﬁghﬁid not come forward and
confess, thus setting up axi;;l!liga cause for reaction.
Rather, the evidence indi cetes that he was ildentified by
“ayema's wife on tenuous evidence, and removed from the
camp over his own protest.

Furthermore, there is little evidence to coprobor-
ate the ﬂG;::::E? view th t pro-exis sentiment was the
main fector in creating the tiot situetion., rro-axis el-
=ments appear to have been the catalysts at work, Dbut the
mein dynemics are enti-adminis tration rether then enti-Am-
erican. The tasis of this anti-administration feeling has

been 'traced chronoldgically to et least the early part of

O
#ugust, and quantitatively= all segments of the




Manzensr population, old and young, Americen end non-Amer-
icen. Thet the anti-administration feeling came to & head

on ~ecember 6 is pure chance, If it had come to a bresking

point on December 25, &r. Merritt,with equal validity, could

have called it a Christmas celebration.

This is not to sey that thexﬁ pro-axis
elements were not an impor tant -factor in the shaping of
the tiob situation. The history of this group has been
Hov thud o .
wemeparer. herc and will be elaborated in the reports to
come. Its potency was perheps best shown in the bnraning
of the Manzansr canteen just several weeks previous to the
riot. Here, agein, however, it is difficult, if not im-
possible to disengage anti-American «%5:s from anti-ad-
ministration ettitudes.

The size of the crowds thatx gathered at the wvar-
ious meetings on Sundsasy, ~ecember 6, are no indication what-
ever of the size of the pro-Japanese element. In the first
place, it seems «clear, the estimates of the crowds given
in the newspapers and in the reports of the police officials
are exaggerated. Thus, during the afternoon mee ting in
front of the edministration building, it is said that 2,000
people were present, Chester's estimate of from four to
five hundred appears much more accurate. while the me eting
was going on, several basketball gemes were being witnessed
by large audiences, a P.T.A., Bazaar was entertaining a
capacity crowd, end numerous people hsve testified tio Chester

and Okazaki that they did not even know a meeting was being

held., The point deserves further study. +n the second place,




every one of the meetings att*ﬂﬂbtéd a karge group of

the curious. Thus, in the afternoon, the spectators of

a basketbell geme Jjust finished joined the merch to the
Zdministretion Building with no idee of the previous meet-
ing at messhall 22 or of the purpose of the mearch to the
front of the cemp. The best evidence that e large element
of the evaning crowd was simply curious is the fact that
both of the boys killed had reputations for being loyal
end no record of ever having been numbered among the group

of agitators.
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