Manzanar Fire Department

Officers Duties

Chief:

1.

2.
3.

4,
S

e

Keen a Chief's daily journsl to be sent into the Regional
Office.

Be on 24 hour ce11 unless renlaced by Asst. Chief.

Teke care of all sdminstrative duties essigned by the
Fire Protection Officers.

Be responsible for officers and men under his command.

Be In charge of the fire until the arrival of the
Agsociste Fire Protection Officer or his sssistent.

See that e11 orders, rules end regulations sre obeyed

and hold the violators responsible for the voilations.

Agsst, Chief:

1.

Keen a2 Asst. Chief's daily journsl to be sent into the
Regionsl Office,

Supervise the Fire Prevention Officers.

Suvervise 211 outside details,

Renlece the Chief on his days off or sbsence.

Be in cherge of the Fire until the errivel of his superior
officer,

See that 211 orders, rules and regulations are obeyed

end hold the violators responsible for the violations,.

Cantain:

1.

Keen a Captains 4eily journal to be kent on file et the
station. :

Take cere of all metters on the station floor.
Execute all orders given by his supnerior efficers,

See that the station and 211 equipment sre in order.
Check in all equivment, letters, notes, circulsrs as
they come into the statilon.

Keev s station watech in between the hours of 7:00 A.M,
end 8:00 P.M, : :

Be responsible for 211 his men to be on duty at ell
tires unless excused.

Be 1n cherge of the fire until the srrivel of his
guperlior officer.

Be responsible in having sn engineer sand s hydreant
men on duty st 211 times.




FIRE DEPARTMENT MANZANAR RELOCATION AREA
July 16, 1942

RULES & REGULATIONS:

1. Tt shall be the duty of 2ll members of the Fire Department to
read end become familiar with these rules and regulations.

2, The term members shull imclude all members of the Fire Department
including off'icers.

3. A1l orders, Gemeral or Speeial, issued aftsr this date shall becems a
part of these Rules & Regulations and shall have equal weight and effect.

4, Any member of the Fire Department assigned %o aot in = higher capacity
will have all the authority of that position and he shall be obeyed as though
he were regularly assighned to that position. He shall alse enjoy all
privileges attached to said position.

B, These Rules and Regulations cancel all previous rules and regulations
issued prior to this date that are in conflict hesewith. All Rules & Reg-
ulations issued prior to this dete and not in conflioct herewith, are still
in effect and have equal weight with these Rules & Regulations,

6. The order of autherity in the Fire Department s as follows:

Associate Fire Protection Officer, Assistant Fire Protection Officer, Fire
Ohief, Assistant Fire Chief and Capbain, All orders issued by a higher
suthority shall pass through these channels to the members affected. All
requests and reports origimating in eny subordimate rank will pass through
these regular channels in peverse order, All written conmunications passing
through channels, will be signed by those whose position require atbention.

7. These Rules and Regulations will be obsyed by all members of the Fire
. Depertment and it shall be the duties of =ll officers to enforce them at
all times, reporting to their superier, in writing, sny infrasctiom or
delinguency. For this pwrpose, Cepbains will be oonsidered Officers.

8. lNo repert against any member will be made by = superior, without the
acoused being allowed to read the report. A statement will be made by the
accused, giving his version, together with the statement that he has read the
report.

9+ All members will obey the orders of their superiors. Obedisnce will be
prompt and implieit.

10, In times of emergency when there are no rules or regulations covering

a situation, or, should conditions clearly show that these rules and regulations
do not spply, it shall be the duty of members to act promptly with judgement
and discretion; rendering a repert to his superior when conditions permit.
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11, liembers on duty will not be relieved from duty at the Fire Statienm,
except on orders from the Associate Fire Protection Officer.

12. No member of the Fire Department will leave guarters when on duty without
the permission of the Fire Chilf. Such permission will not be granted to
take care of personsl matters that can be taken care of while off duty, unless
a qualified man from the offeduty platoon works in his place, Off dubty men
relieving a man will be subject to all orders and duties of men rogulary on

duty.

13. When the Plateon on duty gees te mess, they will go in a group, lsaving

a Pire Alarm Operator, Engimeer and at least one (1) r capable man in the
Fire Stetion. The proceedure outlined in Section will elso be followed,

They will always go in the utility truck and be ke na group at all times;

they will proceed to the messwhall over a standard roubte and return over the

same route. Should a fire ocowr while they are proceeding to or from the mosa=
hell, the Engimeer will proseed ever the standard route, until he catohes the
attention of the crew going to mess-hall and will then prooceed to the fire and the
driver of the wtility truck will fellow., They will all eat af the same %able,
located at the frent of the mess-hell where they can see the Mire Apperatus,
should it eall while they are eating, The ubtiliby truck will be parked in such

a mamnsr that they oan proseed in amy direction withou: backing or twrning around,

14, Then amy detail leaves the Fire Station, the Wiréd SGhisf will netify the
telephons operator ani/or the Fire /ilerm Operator where the detail will be

working or drilling. If the detail is to be lecated there for seme time, they
will contact the Fire Alarm Operetor and/or the telephons opsrator, giving them the
telephone mumber of the nearest telephone, as soen as they arrive at their
destination end will again repoart befare returning to quarte®s or moving to a new
location. A man will be posted on the telephone to receive alarms if there is mo
one at the reporting telephons constantly who can notify the deteil in event of a
fire.

16. Passes for early-mess are issued to the Fire Department; no member will
be admitted to early-mess without a pass. Passes will be sectred through the
Fire Chief and the Fire Chief will be held strictly accountable for the passes
and thedr uses.

16. All members will ride to and from fires on the apparatus in their designated
positions, unless otherwise ordered. When arriving at their destination in
response to an alarm of fire, they will remain mear the apparatus if not cslled
into action and hold themselves in readiness to execute any order they may receive,

17. The plateon on duty will keep themselves in proper uniform of the department,
They will keep themselves in readiness to respond to slarms of fire at all times
and will not take a shower or undress without having their bunker clothes ready
for immediste use. The prastice of geing about quarters without shoes, while

on duty, is strictly prohibited. i

18. lMembers will not park ®ars within twenty (20) feet of anmy building, ner
will anyene be allowed to park a ear within twenty (20) feet of the Fire Statien
unless in ascordance with the order issued by the Associste Fire Protectien Officer.
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Bylee & Regulations (Continued)

19, UMembers will not allow amy wehiecle to run over fire-hose at any time,
unlese it is fire apparatus emoute to a fire or to a hydrant that cannot be
reached otherwise. FRumning over fire-hose that is not cherged with water is
more injurious to the hose than when it is fully chorged.

20, Members will observe all Camp Fire Reguletlons =nd will repert az
violation %o the Assoelate Fire Probection (fficer =nd/or the Assistamt Fire
Prokeotion Cfficer through regulsr channels. :

21, Members will not use the telephone for private business withouwbt the permission
of the Chief; when such permissien is granted, the ealls will be brief as possible,
The practice of wisibing on the telephohe is strictly prohibited.

22. When the telephone is answered, say: "Fire Deportment, Fire Chief Brown",
or whatever the designation may be.

23+ Bunker goats and helmets will be carried on the apperatus by all members
on dubty; they will be changed when the Platoen goes off dubty. Hose-streps and
gspanners will be ecarried by ell Platoon merbers, except engineers and Fire
Chief of Engine Company activitiesy those assigned to Truckmen duties will
carry axes in a belt,

24, Members sre not allowed in the office, except on duty or onm busimess

and those on duty will not temper with the files or records that do not concern
them. Private use of Govermment stetionery or equipment is &rietly prohibited,
Fire Chief and Pire Alarm Operators will be held strioctly accounbable for the
enforecement of this section.

25. The boots furnished to members of Fire Department are net issued to be
worn in vlace of shoesy they are issued as part of the bunker clothing, for use
in fire~-fighting amd related usesy

8+ To be plaged in bunker trousersz, te be set along side
of bed when retiring.

"%, To be taken to shower when bathing or whemever undresse
while on duby, boots and bunker drousers ere to be set
out for instant wse.

¢e Vhile engaged in Fire Department work where boots are
ne@cessarye

ds To be worn in guarters dwring rein, under conditions where
shoes would not be advisable.

Boots will net be worn at any other time without the permission
of the Fire Chief and/or his assistant.

26+ The camp speed regulations will be observed at all times by drivers of
fire apparstus, except when actually r ing te an alarm of fire, and them
they shall not dirve at a speed that will endanger life or property.

27. Drivers of sutomotive equipment assigned to Fire Departmemt will ab
all times observe Camp speed regulstions, unless meking an emergency call
with men or equipmert for use at a fire, and then they shall not dirve at a
speed that will endanger life or property.
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28, A list of all equipment carried on each pisce of awtomotive equipment
in Fire Dspartment serviee and the origi will be kept in the office of the
Fire nte Freguent checks will made to be sure all equipment

is in ite plese and ready for immediate service. Chesking will alweys be
routine befors leaving a fire to be sure no equipment is lof% behind, Missiag

equipment will be reperted in writing ot enee,

28. These ‘Rn"l.ea and Regulations will be read by the mambers on duby each
sunday, under the direstion of the Fire Chief, who will see that all men sre
pregent and entry will be made in the Jowrnzl of the fack. :

J0s Whemever the fire apperatus responds to an alarm of fire during a rain,
it will be dried off immddiately when retwrned to quartersy giving especisl
attention to the ladders. This applies anmy time of day or night,

8l. A11 moter equipment assigned to the Fire Depsrtmemt will be £ilied

with gasoline and oil at all times and be serviced or inspected at least onee
each week and be ready fer full service at all times. Fire apparatus snd
Crash trucks will be filled with gaseline when they can take three (3)



Menzener Fire Densrtment
Rules &end Regulstions

Roll call every morning at 8:00 A M. . .

Both Platoons line un for change of ghift.

Engineers duties:

a, Check truck end eaquipment after any fire or drills.

b, Check truck £nd ecuinrment when coming on duty. Report .
to officer in chsrge of any necessary repeirs or
renlecements.

¢, W"hen Fire truck or hose wagon is filled with gas.
or oil revnart to the Centalin the smount of gallons
put in,

Stetion watch to be kent on dAuty from the hours of 7:00

£ .M, to B:00Q0 P.M,. sl

A, Duties: )

1. Greet 11 1ncom1ng neople rnd msk their business=s
end escort them to nroner personnel.

2. Check in any incoming ecuipment or sunnlies.

4. He shall be reaponsible for all equipment or tools
thet go out of the stetion, 1f there 1s sny question
ebout them to csll the Captein,

5. Not to be nleying sny gemes or be off the stetion
floor,

In crse of night fire, the next station wetch is to notify

the Fire Chilef, .the Fire Protection Officer snd the Police .

Stetion, the locetion of the fire e&nd remsin in the stetion

till the fire truck returns. ;

In cese of fire, hosewagon to be driven only by the men on

duty.

Hosewagon _to he used only for officisl busineas. Revort

to Associrte Protection Officer of the Fire Chief.

Stetion and office to be washed, cleanéd snd monned twlce

e dey et 7:00 A.M, end §5:30 P.M,

r, Brooms to he hung in thelr nroner nlpces when through,

b. Mons to be wrshed in soep weter and hung up to dry in
their oroner nleces,

c. Stretion floor to be kent dry.

Fire truck to be weshed end cleaned every morning snd after

rny fire or 4drills.

Fire Protection Officer's car to be weshed end cleaned

every morning.

Keep the yerd sround the stetion end barrsck cleen.

Inspection of station end ousrters every Ssturdey

morning., Apneratus end equirment.

To trke eny ecuipment snd tools out of the station,

¢ signed receipt must be obtained from the Cantain

in cherge. Eeceipt to be rerurned when tools rre

returned.




o fire hose .ta be lorned out of the station without
the permission of the Fire Protection Offilcer or the
Fire Chief. ..

Fire hose ta be changed on the truck at lesat once

every two weeks, .

No cursing .in the stetion.

No smaking during Arills or fires.

No one but sdminstrative versonnel in the inner office

at #ny time unless on officisel business,

Lerves during duty hours:

g, # firemsn cenable of doing his duties must remain
in the place of a msn taking time off.

b. Only one man sllowed to go to the Centeen at any
one time, Report to Cantain before going end after
coming back.

¢c. To go out of stetion, report to Captalin snd get
nermission first. . ,

Violations . .of eny house rules shall suffer such

penslties ss his sunerior officers shall demend.




January 26, 1
Hules snd Nemulationsg
mﬁ eondl
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3. The iuto Fireman %0 be held
respcnsible for the condition
of motor and underneath the

apparatus. The Engineer to be
respongidble for the tus
undey hie control. 8 nmeang
the operation and maintenance
of pumps, » 0t0,

4. Particular atten will be
"Wn quarters
ﬁ.muu ® before any




Degember 13, 1643

Balph P. Merritt, Project Direstor
Yansansr Relogstion Center
penzensr, Califormie

Uear Hr., NHerrist)

%e have Just noted your report of = fire ia residence
i=10=1 on Hovember 15, 1843,

fines you d4id not describe how the oll spsee hester
proved faulty, we are wondering if soot or carbon is accumala~
ting in large suantities, due S0 centinucus low fires or ia-
proper clesning. It has been our thought for some time that
these hesters are too large, Sherefore, making it necesssry
that they operate with low flame resulting 1o clogred burners.

tne solution to thls =ay be to sliminate every other
hester and use one hester for twe apartments. Thle, we bellave,
eould be sccomplished through » simple aystem of hest duots
either from the present location or a uew one just out side of
the building. '

In sny event, we would regoumend enclosing the hester
with seme fireproof saterisl.

If you delieve the situation warranie, may we suggest
you contect the i, O, Little Co., San Refeel, Califorania, for
advige, Thelyr ¥r, J., C. Hemingway, Jr., has often sxpressed
nis desire to be of sny sssistence possible, His phome is
fan Rafeel 1664. fie may de able to arrange & trip to ¥sozsnar,

inasmuch as we have many of this type heater sizllerly
inetnlled at other centers, we would sppreciste more details
se to thelr feulty everetion snd propesed cerrections, se well
58 any advice Mr, Heningwey ney heve to offar.

#ingeraly

*®

M.
Mﬂﬂlm



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

MANZANAR WAR RELOCATION ARTA
Menzansar, California

In reply, please refer to:

Engineering
Division

December 22, 1943

perations Division
War Relocation Autho
Barr Buliding
Washington (25

In reference to / December 13, 1943
concerning (01l Space : ; |[d¢nce 1i~-10~-1 where
fire occure§ 4 . Evidgntly there was
soms confusi ne ) a2t wes used in
this residencés—=n ¢ e Co

High School bulldings At thw present/time/ They have
proven satisfacirry £xcept for-some trouble on the
blower fans where too large & fan had be installed.

The stove thet was in use in the regldence
1-10-1 where the firs occured was & sma ColeTan R302
Space Heater of which we have & large er of similary
stoves in use throughout the Center. Jor your informa-

tion I am enclosing & copy of the report on this Tire
oirted by me, dated

B T TR S
1] i .

which was mﬂd‘gﬁi a Committee app
Kovember 19, 1 .

Fnelosure 33446

AMS/ty
ece: R. B. Cozzens




UNITED STATES
DEPARTNENT OF THE INTERIOR
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Tule Lake Center
In reply, please refer to: Newell, California
Fp-323

Mr. Ralph Merritt

Project Director

Manzanar HKelocation Center
Manzanar, California

Attn: Mr, Frank Hon, Fire Protection Offieer
Dear Mr. Merritt:
In answer to M William E. Hoffman's letter,

neclosing a copy of our regulations in T
= guditorium written in

Clitbisnik it

Arthur L. Kerr
Acting Fire Protection Ofecr.




WAL RELOCATION AUTEORITY
Tule lalke Center
llewell, California

¥arch 16, 1944

211 Persons Concerned

slations Governing Public Assemblies in High Schoel
O =)
Gymnasiwm

The follewing rogulations covering fire salfety of high schocl
pymnasiun are recommendeds

(1) Audierces in the gymoasium are to be
1280 personse

(2) Standing in aisles and xits is

(3 i following aisles are o be meintaineds

sixmfool coter aisle from the front doors to the stapes

gix=foot cross sigle be G enter side exits

r\

\

the tirme the audienco
t doors must be kept free
11 times, while building

A1l exit doors must be unlocked duri
is in the building, Corridors Lo ex
of obsbructions end well lighted ab

18 occupled by an aud lenceq

"
a
2.

n
i
a,

Decorations mede of flammable matorials must bs kept to &
o i o E
minimme “P?TOV”] of déccrations must be obbained from the
Fire Protoction Offlcore
Smokinz is prohibited during public assenblye

A .
All asserblies must be under respen ible supervisione

Competent operators of heabing and light: oquipment must be
in attendances,

g . : .
Tows of seats shall be spnced so that nob less than 27 inches 18
obtained from ile front of ome row to the front of the nexte

i .
permit from the Yire Yepartment must be obtained in advance for
Bl 2 it

eaoh performancce Lhe use of the auditorium shall be subjoct to

resulations preseribed by the <ire Proteotion OfPlicer .

All WEA rezulations p ring to the fire safety of persons

and property must be el
R ke
41544

Gl ¥ e B
Paul Gg Eob;;%sen :

Agting Projoot Dire
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

SAN Francisco, CALIFORNIA, OFFICE

In, reply, please refer to: WHitcomMe Hoter BuiLpiNg

Econ.NMgt, MG 3]h7542

1,

MEMORANDUM TO: Mr. Roy Nash, Project Director
Menzenar War Relocation Project

SUBJECT: Survey of fire prevention problems at
Wer Relocation Centers

We are submitting herewith two copies of = report entitled;
Survey of Fire Prevention Problems at War Relocation Centers.
This report has been prepared by Vm. E. Hoffman, Fire Pro-
Lection Supervisor, assisted by Edwin Bates, Chief of the
Inf'ormation Division, and George D. Dean, Senior Information
Specialist.

The purpose of this report is to provide general over-all
informetion concerning fire prevention problems at wer
relocation centers in light of experience at these centers
during the past several months, The report does not, there-
fore, attempt to present s detailed discussion of these
problems nor give detailed recommendations as to how these
problems may be solved. It is anticipated that supplemental
brief reports containing detailed recommendetions for each
war relocation center will be prepared in the near future,

b)
C'Z/H

Enclosure-2127




SEP =9 1942,
WAR RELOCATION AUIHORITY

SAN FRANCISCO REGIONAL OFFICE CONFIDENTIAL '~ /CTI0N T0
WHITCOMB HOTEL BUILDING s, o TN
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA FOR ATMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY

SURVEY OF FIRE PREVENIION PROBLEMS

4T WAR RELOCATION CENTERS

By Williem B, Hoffman
¥ire Protection Supervisor
San Freneisco Regional Uffice

rSAN FRANCISCO
rAugust 21, 1942




I. INTRODUCTION

At VWiar Relocation Centers--as in all other urban communities--the
hezard of fire, with its threet to life and property, is an important con=
cern of the local govermment. Lecessarily, steps must be taken to develop
adeguate preventive and protective measures so that the residcnts may live
without serious fear of their lives or the destruetion of property. liar
Relocation Centers differ materially, however, from the ordinary urban com-
munity in two important respects:

First, the govermment of the community, so far as providing fire
fighting equipment and men trained in fire fighting are concerned, is
vested in the VWar Relocation Authority itself. <The community council
which provides local self-govermment at the relocation centers is without
power to levy taxes, purchase equipment or otherwise to handle the problem,

Seecond, almost all property at a relocation center is owned by the
Federal Government, and consists prineipally of buildings end commuunity
facilities which, in our present wartime economy, it would be extremely
diffieult to replace. There is very little privete property at relocation
ecenters; most of what there is consists of clothing, bedding, furniture -
and personal efrscfs. fhare sre no privately owned homes or business
establishments. From a property standpoint, therefore, residents of the
relocation centers have much less incentive to exercise fire caubion than
in the ordinary community where they would have an important part of their
savings invested in & home, household furniture, farm implements, livestock,

merchandise or other forms of wealth or means of livelihood.
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1t is also significant that an importent part--probably 40 per cent--
of the residents of reloecation centers have heretofore lived in rural arees
and are not fully aware of urban fire risks.

une of our early jobs, therefore, in these relocation centers has been
to develop a consciousness by the residents of the hardships they would suffer
individually if a large portion of thelir community should be destroyed by fire.
To an important extent co-operation in our fire prevention activities has been
promoted by that type of approach,

In these new communities we have an opportunity to test the recommenda=
tions of fire prevention authorities who have emphasized how sharply fire
lossés can be cut by proper fire prevention measures.

Here we have new communities unhampered by many factors which in older
cormunities meke it difficult to enforee fire prevention regulations. e have
no hebits of long stending in these relocation centers, nor do we have laws
thet need amending., We start with a clean sheet and make our own laws. All
comunity officials are federal govermment employees whose actions can be
controlled.

The following report is based ou careful observation of fire risks at
four relocation centers -= Tule Lake, Manzanar, Colorado River end Gila River
projects, 1t also includes a review of fire fighting facilities in these
relocation cemters and refleets the administrative problems which the War
Relocation Authority has encountered in its efforts to provide facilities
and trained personnel for fire prevention and suppression works

In brief, this report summarizes the writer's observations during
almost three months of service as Fire Protection Supervisor for the San
Frencisco Region., The report also carries e series of recommendetions for

an adequate fire prevention program based on observations up to this time.
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11, SPECIAL CONDITIONS GREATING FIRE RISKS

The basiec hazard of fire loss at WRA centers aerises from the type
of construetion and the fact that very little consideration has been given
to the matter of fire safety. L1t also is heightened by the dry, hot eli-
mate of the arid and semi-arid country in which the WRA centers have been
located,

For the most part, the WRA centers were built rapidly to meet the
pressure for quick relocation of evacuees from the coastal districts. The
basic housing unit at Tule Lake, Manzanar, and Colorado River consists of
barracks each 20 feet in width and 100 feet in length, amd follows the
general pattern of the War Department's theater of operations construetion.

The evacuees, therefore, have their homes in barracks constructed
of unseasoned lumber and covered with 40-pound ter paper. The roofing also
consists of this same weight tar paper. These homes are subject to progres-
sive deterioration from hot desert winds and sun which also add to the fire
hezard.,

At the Gila River Project, the type of construction is somewhat better,
consisting of painted gypsum boaré siding which, to & limited degree is fire
resistant. Also, the Gila River Project will use gas for heating, whiech
offers an additional factor of safety over coal or oil used at the other
centers, Apparently, however, the same mistekes have been made at Gila as
at Tule Lake and FPoston in the design of flues,

Natural Factors Create Hazards,

Basically, therefore, the homes in the relocation centers offer a
serious fire hazard in themselves, The threat to human life at the centers
is also inereased by the fact that with few exceptions, hospitals, mess

halls, schools and other places of assembly are of substantially the same
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construction at the barracks. But the fire hazard is not alone a maiter
of the type of comnstruction, It is seriously compounded by the natural
setting in which the'eenters are located. Two of the three centers cover-
ed by thié report-~ilanzanar end Colorado River--are in the direst region
of the United States. At Tule Lake, the amual reinfall averages 10 inches
and the seetion must be classified as distinetly semi-arid,

The United States Weather Bure?u reports that the relative humidity
'at Manzanar has dropped as low &as E:&é& per éént and that relative humidity
readings of less than 10 per cent can be expected on an average of ;mg;xg
days during the summer and early autumn. Conditions of flammability during
period; when the relative humidity is less than 10 per cent are difficult
to describe, According to lir. Grey, chief of the Bureau's fire weather
service in Sean Francisco: (5& fire occurring with a relative humidity éf

- i .},
g-1/4 per cent ﬁggla be uneontro;;gp;g?<

e
L |

Humidity in Manzanar Aresa.
%Y

The following table shows the average relative humidity at noon at
Independence, Californis, approximetely six miles north of ianzener, during
the summer and fall months:

Everage Relative Humidity at Noon in Summer
and Fall Months at Independence, California

May 23 percent September 18 perecent

June 16 percent October 22 percent
July 15 percent Hovember 33 percent

August 17 percent

FPorest service officials consider any humidity condition of less
than 15 per cent as créating en acute fire hazard, causing fires to ignite

easily and spread very rapidly.



High Winds

A further aggravating factcr at llanzenar is that meteorological con=
ditions producing periods of extremely low humidity (nemely, a high pressure
over the continent) also are conducive to strong winds, In other words, the
two are likely to occur simultaneously and with them, too, the probability
of high temperatures in the summer and early fall, Observations have estabe

lished thet wind velocities under such conditions may reach as high as %g

y !

miles an hour, occasionally as much as éﬁ.nné,?o miles an hour,

The Weather Bureau has officially recorded a wind velocity of 100
miles an hour at Indepezﬂsnc§\ with veloeities above 45 miles an hour in
‘Eii_months of the year and ahqzﬁmﬁﬂam%leaVninemmmnhhs,ofmxhawyaa;. TQese
are the highest wind velocities recorded at any fegular weather bursau sta-
tion in California, including those along the coastline., By comparison,
the highest velocity recorded in Sen Francisco is 50 miles an hour and at
Los Angeles, 48 miles an hour,

These circumstances are cited to show the peculiar fire conditions
which exist in the desert regions of the Far West., There is no adeguate
comparison with them to be found anywhere else in the United States, In
the Manzenar district, the fire-weather service reports the most acute con=
ditions can be expected to oeccur during the months of Sep tember, Uctober,
and early November,

Conditions in Tule lLeke Area

At Tule Leke, general climatic édonditions constitute a slightly less
acute fire hazsrd than at ilanzener, though severe fire weather is of annual
occurrence., It is, however, inclined to be less protracted, The fire-
weather service reports that humidity conditions of between 15 snd 10 per

cent are common, and that on from four to six days ennually the relative
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humidity can be expected to deerease to less than 10 per cent,

Periods of low humidity at Iule Lake are usually associated with
high temperatures and accompanies by considerable wind movement, especial-
ly during the hours of peak temperature and lowest humidity. Generally,
however, the maximum winds at fule Lake occur in the spring end while there
is no anemometer at the Tule Lake cooperative weather reporting station,
the Klemath Falls stetion has often recorded winds in excess of 40 miles
an hour during March, April, end May. In liay of this year, a veloecity of
64 miles an hour was recorded at Klamath Falls snd there is good reason to
believe that even stronger winds occurred in the Tule Lake Basin.

At both Tule Leke and Manzanar, the winds are accompanied with little
or no precipitation so that fire conditions are apt to be unusually acute
at those times,

Conditions at Colorado River

Humidity conditions on the average are not quite so severe.in the
lower Coloradoe River Valley, where the Colorado River Project is located,
as at lianzanar, %hough the temperature ranges somewhat higher in the Colo=
rado River Valley dmring the summer months, At Yuma, about 80 miles in a
direct line from the Colorado River Project, the relative humidity averages
about two per cent higher in June than at Manzenar and ebout 12 per cent
higher in July and August when some rain may occur. Ievertheless, the
climetic conditions in the area are distinetly desertic and the fire hazard
is great.

There have been observations of relative humidity of less than two
per cent in the Colorado Rivér area., Evaporation amounts to sbout 130

inches a year, or more than thirty times the aversge rainfall, As at other
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centers, the Colorado River area is subject to high winds--at times of more

than 40 miles an hour--infrsquently as high as 60 miles an hour. OUne suech storm
occurred recently, but fortunately it ceme st a time of day when few stoves

wereé in use end was followed almost immediately by a heavy rainstorms

It Could Happen

It is the writer's considered opinion that, should a sizable fire occur
at Hangenar, Tule Leke, or Poston under conditions of extreme humidity and
wind movement of which there is ample history of actual occurrence, the gos
yingcaqg_mighﬁdpplwgggg_put unless more adequate preparations are made for
fire suppression than now exist. ¥ire prevention steps now under way will help
materially, but will not completely solve the problen.

Winter Gonditions‘

The fire hazard at the Relocation Centers is not limited to the sunmer
months although those months do present the most threatening combination of
conditions. The seriousness of a fire in the winter months which might render
a few thousand persons homeless is apparent in the severity of the winter
weather in the Tule Leke and Lianzenar districts and the fact, also, that the
relocation centers are situated in areas of extremely sparse population.

At Tule Leke, winter temperatures well below zeroc are nol uncommuon
while at Manzenar temperatures below 10 degrees arcoften recoxrded. in 1o
i&gﬁgggg are there facilities at or near any of the relocation centers for
the quick movement of large numbers of persoﬁs. The population of Manzanar
for instence, is greater than the population of all Inyo County, wﬁile the
population of Tule Lake is approximetely that of the city of Klamath Falls,

Providing emergency housing for these people in the event of a major catas-

trophe would be an exceedingly difficult problem.
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III, SOME GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AT RELOCATION CENTERS

At all relocation centers several defects in construction from a fire
prevention standpoint are readidy observable, rarticularly importent was
the lack of proper "jacketing™ of flues in all the mess-halls. Adequate
protection in this case would require a ventilated "jack™ extending 9 inches
below and 9 inches above the roof, 1n several instances, it was observed
that the flue was not more tham two inches from combustible material on the

roof, ©Steps are being taken to avoid similer mistekes in future construction.

ingdequate Wiring

The inadequate wiring in living quarters at the projects is a matter
of serious concern. First of all, a sufficient number of outlets has not
been provided, resulting in a tendency to overload existing lines. This is
a condition which will have to be carefully watehed as there is a considerablé
amount of electrical eguipment yet to be brought to the centers by the evae=
uees., Lueh of this is the ordinary "dime store" type of eguipment.

There is also, quite naturally, the tendency to plug in extensions and
to lead them from one emnd of the living quarters to another. Uften the exten-
sion will be hung over nails or a rafter, adding to the hazard of fire because
the wear on the insulétion soon will expose the wires, producing short cire
cuits. This is particularly true in hot, dry climates such as at lanzanar
and Foston, where there is a tendency for the wire insulation to break down
in & short time, The overloading of the lines leads to a further complication:
When & fuse has been repeatedly blown out, many people will insert & coin or
make other improvised adjustments for bridging the fuse,

At lianzanar a survey was made of the amount of slectrical egquipment

in the evacuees' homes, Qp June 1, 1942, this survey showed, there was in
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use a total of 5.5 miles of extension wires of varioys types. An effort
will be made to obtain similar information at all other projects; in criti-
cal fire seasons it will be necessary to mske frequent surveys of the amount
of loading on the lines,

Space Heating and Fire Hazards,

Heating of living quarters offers another serious problem, particularly
at Tule iLeke end Menzanar where there is & long season of severe winter
weather, A4t Tule Lake it will be necessary to revlace the sheet metal stoves
with cast iron stoves if a serious fire menace is to be averted. Uil stoves

in living quarters generally are fairly safe although care must be exercised

Any improvement in construction by way of insulation and greater pro=
tection ageinst low temperatures will do much to reduce the fire hazard dur-
ing the winter months; the tendeney toward over-heating in barracks would
naturally increase if there are drafts due to poer comstruection,

IV, ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS 1N DEVELOPING
FIRE PREVENTION FACILITIES

Meny serious problems have been enountered in attempting to provide
fire fighting facilities to keep pace with the growth of the relocation
ecenters, .t has not been possible to overcome &ll these difficulties and
at this time it must be admitted the facilities are not adeguate,

Training Reguired

Here are some of the more important problems which have been encoun=
tereé in providing fire protection:

Among apgroximately 40,000 evacuees now in reloecation centers, only
two have had training as firemen, Une of these was attached to the Frultridge,

Sacramento County, Fire Department; the other had had rather responsible ex-
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perience at Carmel Highlands, Calif. They are now at Tule Lake and Foston,
One of our first problems, therefore, was to set up a program of training
fire fighters. At each relocation center a fire forece was recruited from
among the first evacuees to arrive. Crews have been kept on 24-hour duty,
serving approximately 44 hours a week., They have been kept on 24-hour duty,
serving approximately 44 hours a week. They have been organized under a
Fire Protection Officer who is responsible for carrying out a training pro=
gram, £Zxperience up to this time indicates the Japanese are a courageous,
intelligent people who quickly respond to a well-organized educational pro-
gram. There is still a great deal to be done in the field of training & fire
force and in developing an adeguate fire prevention plan.

Lack of Lguipment

Serious difficulty has been encountered in obtaining fire fighting
equipment because of priorities on criticel materials such as steel, brass,
bronze and rubber,

When evacuees first arrive at a project, the fire protection is usual-
ly limited to a few first-aid fire extinguishers, some scattered lengths of
garden hose, often with garden faucets, and so placed that several of them
must be used to reach a possible fire. There are usually a number of shovels
available.

The ingenuity of the Fire Protection Officer at the project is challeng-
ed by this lack of fire apparatus, the absence of a fire alarm system and also
by the lack of telephones in the area occupied by the evacuees,

The fact that there has not been & serious fire under these circum-
stances is a rather convinecing demonstration of the value of fire-prevention
activities, There have been a number of small fires, all of which were handled

by fire patrols which had anticipated the action to be taken in each case,



Delays in the delivery of fire equipment had to be met by the organ-
ization of fire patrols in the hope that any situation could be met until
the necessary equipment arrived.

Egulpment Delay &% Colorado River

The population at Colorado River Project reached 11,306 before & single
foot of fire hose or apparatus was delivered. On July 6, one Ford triple cam-
bination pumper, equipped with 1000 feet of 25" hose, and 300 feet of 11" hose,
was deiivereé there., Unfortunately, there were no nozzles for the 23" hose,
or for the booster hose, 4 second piece of apparatus of the same type was
delivered to Parker on July 27, and was assigned to Camp #28. This apparatus
was short 300 feet of 1i" hose, also the necessary nozzles listed above. In
order to use this second fire apparatus, l%" hose had to be stripped from
the first apparatus at Camp #l.

On July 30th while fizhting & rubbish fire at Camp #2, there was a
breakdown in the equipment with the result that on August 2, with two camps
about four miles epert, and with & total population of 13,869, there was
only one pumper with a pumping capacity of 500 g.p.m., 8nd it not able to
use streams from a%" lines. This was only twenty per cent protection.

Arrangements with War Department.

Representations have also been made to the Engineering Division of
the United States Army with the result thet more adequate ecquipment has been
allotted to the relocation ecenters than it first specified, 4t first, no
distinction was mede between a center for 5,000 people and one for 10,000,

As a result of negotiations with the Army, two fire trucks are to be
provided for each center of 10,000 capacity or less, and for a center of

more than 10,000 one truck will be provided for each 5,000 capacity beyond
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that figure. Deteils of fire fighting eguipment to be provided by the Army
are conteined in Circular Letter #20, Supplement C, issued by the San Francisco
Regional Office on June 17.

Even with the increase in eguipmemt provided by the Army, there is
still insdequate protection of all relocation centers. In all cases there
should be 2,000 feet of 2-1/2 ineh hose for each fire truek; at present, only
two fire trucks ére thus equipped.

Water Supply and Fecilitles

Also of prime importance here are two items through which fire fight-
ing facilities are able to function: (1) water supplies and water facilities,
and, "2) electriec power, In all instences, the guantity of weter available
appears adequate, perhaeps with the exception of Parker, though at kanzanar,
serious attention should be given to determine whether source streams might
freeze up in the coldest weather.

At two of the centers--Tule Lake and Menzeanar--there is a natural
water pressure because of the higher elevation from which the water supply
is obtained. At other places, however, there is a supplemental water supply
obtained from wells which have to be drawn upon rather heavily in certain
seasons of the year, At Parker and Gila, it is necessary to create most of
the head by use of elevated water tanks.

In all instences, the water systems have been properly gridded and,
with the exception of Tule Lake, the fire hydrants are of standard design
and construction.

Blectric Power

Electrie power prominently enters the picture because of its use for

pumping, At all the relocation centérs electric power is being brought into
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the projeect by a transmission line., A serious fire menace obviously develops
whenewer the power is cut off, as it wes at the Colorado Hiver project when
a severe storm struck on the evening of July 22, This event emphasized the
importance of having a supplemental water supply available at all times.

Considering the fire menace resulting from the breaskdown in power
facilities; it is here recommended that special steps be taken to guard
against the possibilities of power failures. As a practical plan, it is
suggested that tractors at the project be equipped with power takeoffs which
can be tied up with belt-driven pumps to supply the necessary water for fire
fighting purposes. ihenever water is available in canals, as at the Colorado
River and Minidoka Projeects, provision can be made for pumping weter by draft,
Additional fire hose, however, would probably be necessary to use canal water
over any considerable part of the town area,

fubber Rationing

Tight rationing of rubber has made it necessary to purchase single-
jaecket, rubber-lined hose which cannot be expected to give mueh more than one
year of service except with most extraordinary cere., This hose also will have
to be used carefully to prevent bresking., Deterioration in the hot, dry
climate of the relocation cecenters will probably reduce its period of useful-
ness considerably unless reserve hose can be maintained under controlled
humidity with ample supplies and facllities for frequent change and servieing.
In many other lines the quality of available equipment is much below what was
on the merket only a few months ago. Replacement, therefore, will undoubtedly
exceed the normal rete of the past.

Extinguishers

I should like to hear refer briefly to some errors which I believe

have been made in purchasing fire fighting equipment for the projects. These
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practices have now been discontinued and I make this reference only because
the meterials here referred to are still on hand,

At four of the projscts -- lManzanar, Tule Lake, Gila and Colorado
River -- carbon tetrachloride glass, hand grenade type extinguishers have
been placed in brackets on the walls of the barracks and administrative
offices. At best this type of extinguisher is of limited use. These are
many fire conditions--for example, a fire on a ceiling or in a flue--in
which this type of exfinguisher would be almost worthless. In confined
guarters, it may be dangerous because of the phesgene gas which develops
when carbon tetrachloride is exposed to heat. At all centers where these
extinguishers are installed the fire depariments have been warned to be on
the alert for this hazard.

Pyrene extinguishers which also employ carbon tetrachloride have been
installed in large numbers at Tule Leke. For sane time this was the only
type of extinguisher in use., We plan, therefore, to arrange the transfer
of this eguipment to places where it will be more suitable. An order has
been placed for nearly 1,000 5-gallon, pump-type, knapsack extinguishers
which, through the plan of block orgenization for fire fighting, can be used
to concentrate & large amount of first aid equipment at any point where need-
eds At best, however, extinguishers of any type are only of first-aid value
and all persons in the centers have been advised against placing too much
reliance on them,

Hose Threads and Standardization.

Fire protection engineers have devoted many years to the work of stan-
derdizing hose, threads and equipment., Nanufacturers were well equipped to

produce nozzles, fittings and equipment that '» were stundard and this eguipment



was to be found in large guantities in stores and distributed in the field to
operating iire Depariments.

When this wer started much of the work of the past was discarded by
some governmuent agencies, by specificatiéns that made the stocks of fire
equipment useless unless special adapters were made, causing delay while
waiting for the manufacture of eguipment that could be used,

Because of these conditions, before any definite steps can be taken
to secure fire equipment, we must receive definite information on all details
at each project. We are often unable to use borrowed equipment while waiting
for this emergeney material.

Some Cbservations on Froject Fires

The fire at Tule Laske Project on August 13, 1942, at 4:40 a.m. in
Community Store No. 3 in which a loss of approximately 1.$3,500.00 was incurred,
removes all doubt as to the performance of the Jepanese as firemen when they
have received proper tfaining. Sixty pereent of the original bullding weas
saved, notwithstending delay in transmitting the alarm, due to lack of an
alerm system., The writer can heartily agree with Associate Fire Protection
Officer, Ernest Rhoeds, in his stetement: "=---I would say that the performance
of the firemen was excellent.”

This fire, had it occurred at any of the other projects would not have
been stopped with as little loss, for the Tule Lake Project is the only project
that has equipment for heavy streams.

There have been five fires in Colorado River Froject kitchens due %o
too little clearanece between heating eguipment and hot-water piﬁas or stacks,
and combustible material., CUne fire oceurred here where heat was transmitted

through the metal covering to wooden floors beneath the stoves, The losses



heve been nominal due to alertness of personnel, as these fires are entici-

pated.

Several fires of like nature have occurred £t the Manzenar Froject
where the losses have been nominal.

There have been no fires to date at Gila River Froject or iHinidoka

Project,

V. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADEQUATE FIRE PROTECTION

To provide adequate fire protection at all the relocation centers it
will be necessary over the next several months to work toward several objec=
tives. ©Some of the more important of these follow:

The most immediate meed is for equipment. There have been unavoid-
able delays because of the general shortage of materials in many lines. Trans=
portation difficulties have also added to the delay. Some eguipment is now
in transit.

it the Coloreado River Project one additional triple-combination 500=-
gallon-per-minute pumper is needed at Cemp No. 1, which, with two supglied
by the USED, will meke a totel of three; Cemps 2 end 3 should each be pro-
vided with one additional pumper besides one each to be supplied by USED.
There now is but one pumper at Foston, this at Camp lo. 1. Two more will
be provided very soon and a third is now on order from the Hast, In addi-
tion to fire hose supplied by the USED, the WRA should purchase 6,000 feet
of 25" hose for thedthree pumpers listed above, and also 4,000 fest of 2"
hose for the four pumpers which will be suppled by the UBED., 5Six thousand
fest of 25" hose and %,500 feet of 15" hose have been reguisitioned.

At Tule Lake, the USED will supply three triple-combination pumpers,
two of which are second hand equipment now on the project. Une additional

pumper with 2,000 feet of 24" hose is needed.
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,K{{ ~ At Menzenar, there is now one triple-combination pumper end 1,000
b4

"7 feet of 2%' hose and 300 feet of 13" hose. Another pumper will be supplied

by USED with 1,000 feet of 24" hose. For supplemcntal purposes there should
also be added to the lanzenar eguipment a 500-gallon-per minute- pumper with
a 200-gallon water tank, end eguipped to carry 1,000 feet of 25" hose and 200

feet of 14" hose. Reserve hose equipment should be 3,000 feet of 2%“ hose -

and 700 feet of 14" hose, together with fittings. @ o

At Gila, the USED has agreed to provide three 500 GFl{ triple combinae-
tion pumpers for fire protection, two to be stationed at Camp 2 and one at
Cemp 1. At this time there is one piece of apparatus at Cemp 1. What inci-

dental equipment this pumper has was not known at the time this report was

written.

fo provide adequate fire protection at Gile, in my opinion, one more

pumper must be furnished for each of the two camps.

The above recommendetions cover the major needs in the way::of large
equipment, but do not include such smell equipment for which we are attempi-

ing to arrange procurement in the near future.

{sizned) Williem E, Hoffman
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WASHINGTON %«, a

Fire Control Div. Mareh 13, 1943

Mr. Ralph P. Merritt
Projeet Director

Manzanar Relocation Center
Manzanar, California

SUBJRBCT: Fire Inspection March 8 to 13, 1943
inclusive

Conditions found during this inspection are
satisfactory considering conditions and limitations
under which the Fire Department operates with the

following exceptions:

FRANRLER SYS TR

A dry type -Irxm.r system has been installed
in the Hospital since my last inspection, equipped
with two indicator-post valves, sprinkler alarm and
also low pressure alarm., This sprinkler system has
no steamer connections to sllow the Fire Department
to pump into the sprinkler lzlhu in event of & large
fire. Owing to the fact tha only 8 units and the
covered walks are sprinkled and 6 units 1 .
it would be quite possible for a large fire to gain
headway that could not be extinguished during its

sipiency the automatie sprinkler system. This,
together with the low water pressures averaging be-
tween 25 to 30 ds per square inch at the Hospital,
makes it quite tant that additional water supply
for sprinklers be provided by Fire Department steamer
connections equipped with check valves located nesr

each dry valve.

. Push buttons should be provided in each ward and
uthhtm.otutumumhtmtmu
the sdministrative staff.

HATER SUPPLY

The present water supply derived from Shepard's
Creek flows into a 500,000 gallon settling basin at
an elevation of 4,100 feet. This flows to a 93,000
gallon tank at an elevation of 3,994 feet. The

J4]3©



, The present Fire Station is not satisfactory and
consideration should be given %o selecting of = new
site for the Fire Station more cemtrally pd if

_ t quarters ean be used for other purposes.

1. The present station is= inadequate to possibly
house three pieces of apparatus consisting of

two pleces of triple-combination fire trucks
2. 'Tieient room for dormitory and assembly

room and no showers or latrines.
3. Juarters for fire alarm board and cperators
mﬂnhuwawfnmﬂnn

4. The administrative office should be moved to
the Administration Building,

5. Cenment floors do not have smooth finish to
protect fire hose from chafing,

4 number of fire hydrants throughout the Projeect
are faeing the wrong direction and in several cases
they sre obstructed by poles that considersbly inter-
fere with their use by fire apparatus. These should
be corrected without further delay.

The construetion of partitions in the Administra-
life hazards. Comsultation should be held with the
Fire Proteetion Officers to eliminate as many of the
hazards as possible. Fire drills should be plenned,
&nd plans made for evacuation of records amd personnsl

*
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AMWMMW:W“M“S
should be provided.

DRTINC TELEPHONES

Mmmmmﬁighkmuw
but tu hwi approved ﬁm "
ﬁu Vmu mm the m :

\ s &cmmmmummm
bo provided bulkhead

a fire-stop or
“ﬁ' the plasterboard. The area above
mmm the boller room should alss be

This is to prevent a fire from extending under the
roof to other parts of the building.

Fire Protection Adviser

ee: Hr, R. B. Cozzens



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Washington
August 7, 1943

Mr. Ralph P. Merritt
s Tl aoetiin Gowtep
Mansansr, California

SUBJECT: Fire Inspection Auguet 4, 5, 6 & 7, 1943

Qonditions throughout the Center appear to be
generally good in matters of fire protection. The
work of the Fire Protection Officer and his assistant
in training the Fire Marshals in their duties of fire
protection and inspection is to be commended. It is
believed that the low fire records of this Projeect is
due primarily to this type of work in coordination
with the fire-fighting forces.

The addition of the Dodge 800-gallon triple
combinstion pumper completes the amount of fire
apparatus to be supplied by the Ammy in accordance
with earlier agreements. However, there is still a
lack of a fire reporting telephone system to be
supplied under the terms of this agreement.

EXRE SCPORTING TELEPHONES
' During this inspection a trip was made to Bishop
to the 0ffice of the Interstate Telegraph Company
%o investigate oconditions which resulted in the can-
cellation of the contraet for installation of fire
reporting telephones at the Mansanar Project.
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The records at the Manzanar Project contained no
ecommunications from the Armmy Signal Corps or United
States Engineers regarding cancellation of this system
nor had there been any conversation to the authority
of the Manzanar Projeect from any of the above parties
indicated, such action was contemplated. A copy of a
letter from Headquarters, Ninth Service Command,
Commanding General, Presidio of San Franclsco, dated
May 5, 1943, to the Interstate Telegraph Company in
Riverside, California, Attention Mr. Albert Oage
(Re 483.2 Manzanar) (SIG) is quoted here:

"Recent directives from the War Department have
ehanged the fire reporting, guard and administrative
telephone requirements for Alien Internment Camps.

"It 1s requested that this headquarters be ad-
vised as to the present status of the inetallation of
the fire reporting telephone system at Owens Valley
Reosption Center, Manganar, California. This should
include work done, material on hand and on order with
approximate date of delivery also material required
but for which orders have been placed.

"Gonstruction on this installation is %o be
deferred until further notice.*

This ocopy was received by me from lr. Norrison
of the Bishop Branch of the Interstate Telegraph
Gompany on August 6, 1943 |



Ffom the contents of this letter it is apparent
that Captain Holocombe in the Signal Corps was not
altogether clear on the status of the War Reloeation
Authority which he apparently confused with Alien
Internment Camps and 1% 1e my belief that this matter
is brought t the attention of the War Department in
Washington, D.C. that an adjustment will be made which
will result in the immediate installation of & fime
reporting telephone syetem at the Manzanar Relceation
Genter. Mr. Morrison of the Interstate Telegraph
CGompany at Bishop states that the company hag been
granted a priority of AA-B which has no expiraetion
date and all of the materials with possibly minus a
few minor items are on hand and are walting the order
to proceed with the above mentioned installation and
that perhaps the entire system could be completed in
eix weeks after receipt of order to proseed with the
installation. '

FIRE STATION

Bince the addition of the second viese of
apparatus in the Fire Station there ig insufficlent
spacs to properly quarter and house the arews necee-
sary to operate such equipment in a sanitary manner,

The Fire Station 1s uniined and no provisions
for heaters of suffisient capacity to prevent the
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freeging of fire apparatus has ocourred during the
past winter, It is recommended that either sufficient
additions or alterations to present station be made
to provide for proper protection and heating of fire
apparatus and housing personnel or that the Fire
Btation be moved to a more omm location where
proper facllities can be 19.51:&.11_% |

From the information mim, additionsl water
supply 1s necessary or the domestic consumption cur~
tailed. The records from the Public Works show that
the average per capita of the month of July was 212
gallons. It is evident that this robs the west part
of the Center of sufficient water flow for the Fire
Departument. With this high consumptlon of water and
the faet that there ie only one well for the auxiliary
supply of water, another means of obtaining water
should be saeoured to augment the supply 1n case of
failure, |
MILITARY POLICE

The Military Police should be instructed in the
uge of the auxilliary fire-fighting equipment as &
means of cvombating fire in their own quarters, whisch
could be done by arrangement with the Commanding
0fficer of the Military Pollce Camp.




Fire Control Biv. December 1, 194
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTUENT OF THE INTERIGR

Hr. Ralph F. derritt
Frojeet Director
kansenar heloestion Uenter

SUBJEQT: Fire Inspeetion - High Sehool Auditorium

Dear lr. Herritt:

I have this date inspeoted the ») for the new
consgtruetion. Thie inspection reveals that the
bullding now planned will not be safe for publie
asgembliee for the following reasons:

1. HEATING EQUIPHENT

€. Two heating roome are loecated on the west

B. It is recommended that all heaterz be

1. 7hat the heater m noved to ?n
outeide On 0 building.

|
;
!
g



b. mmmmmm

8. MMM&M&M@A&‘
distanee from bullding wi ntﬁ.hm&
inside shut-off valves en oll lines.

'rhepnmt Mnmm ojeotion room will bhe
safe QHLY for the showing of ty film.

In cmrga uge awum fila the rmom
changes must made provide a falr degrec safety
mm-ammmwm wm’
5 Dbttty oo Jheain wot
to inability to m-mm mml
projeetion rooms.
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Gineerely,

Willdam ¥, Hoffman :
Fire Proteotion Adviser
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FIRE M RSHALS

In Octoder of 1948, Frunk E. n%nn ’rotection offieer,
orgenized the Fire Harshaels in the lsnzanar Relceation
Center, Manzaner, Uslifornia, This orzanization wsa set
up nt& the purpose of Sesehing the pecple and praetielag
the prineiples of fire preveution within the center in the
shortest poasible time.

The Fire Marshsls are paid positions and their duties are
assigned by the Fire rFroteetion (fficer, (sees onclesed
duties), Theoy ware seleoted by the Bloek Nanagers of the
Blooks of whloh they are in charge. C(lder men with oute
standing intelligence, perscnality and a good understande
of i&%luh and Japanens lang wsi'e ohoasen, There are
ten Fire Distriets, eicht consisting of four Blocks, one
ormahmnumotMMnmmmzui;
ém mxom map)e 4 Fire Harshal is in charge of each
atr )

A neeting was held which wss sttended by the Fire Harshals
and the Bloek ianagers and presided by She Fire Protesction
Uffieer, The various methods of fire prevention and uses
of extinguishers were disoussed, It was deeidsd that the
Fire Marshals work in cooper-tion with the 3loeck Nanugers,
dny vioclation of fegulations is $o be written iz the Fire
fiarshal's report and also reported to the Bloek Menager,
who, in tura will tell the coeupanis of said violatien

and to have it corregcted immedistely. 7The Hupsbals are

te cheok this violation and if correscted, to put 1t in hie
repert as corrected., If not eorrected, {u ¥ire iarshesl
spnd the Bloek lanagsr sre t0 to the seeupantis sad warn
then of the violation., The Fire larshal is to rescheek 3his
violation sgain and Iif still not corrected, to report this
matter %o the Fire FProteotion Officer, The Fire ’‘rotection
Ufficer will go in person snd see the violator and ascertain
when the violation will be corrscted., If the viclater will
not cooper=te with the Fire Department the violator will
be reported %o the “oliee Depsriment snd steps will be
t=ken to correot it.

Two days later s second wmeeting of the Fire Harshals was
held ond specifiec instruetions were given in the writing
of their reports in their note bock which ware furnished
to them, They are to write in sheir reports ths numbser
of deily inspections of spartments or bulldinge. The type
of vielations and their location are to be listed and
totaled deily, If a second notice of = vielstion is
negessary it must be indiocated se such, Corrastions of
viclations muat be listed and Sotuled daily.



The Fire Mershsls duties and the rules snd regulations
preteining to sueh items as eleetrie drep verds, rubbish
under or against the house, oversized ewnirgs, uss of
stoven, bulldisg on or beiwaen the barracks and ste.
wore discussed thoroushly, The uses of extisguishars
wors senin dizeussed and the Hershels wers questionsd
of its verious uses,

The varshsls wors ilastrustad %o report to the Fire Proe
e Ry . s Tt Sy S

wde on thel R ] \epress A hey maks is
recorded im the Chief's Daily Jeurmsl,

i Pire Brigede ecnsisting ef fourisen or more men, one
from each building, 48 $o be formed by the Marshals,
Fire frigades have alrecdy been formed in several of the
2losks, Then a gensrel me Sloek meoting will be
held and the blem of drills, evatuation, and extine
guishmant will be dizeussed. éwmﬁ; duties will be
sesjensd ¢0 sseh esber of the Pire Hrigefe, One man
will bring a ladder, 2 men gerden hoses, =nd the rest
extinguisners, one red firs lsdder will furnished to
#:eh of the Bloeks, Tais ledder %o be used only is
gnse of Tires, . fire drill =111 be held in eneh Hlook
simalating © resl fire, The Fire Hrizede will convene
te the looation of the fire with thelr fire extinguishers,
garden ho2e end lsdders. 4 man will be sent %o the Fire
Denartment cither on ¢ bieyels or u eur to report the fire,
The w-men end ebildren will be evacusted to the fire bresks,
golsg sgeinst the wind, The Fire Depsriment will resnend
and hose will be laid just as in & real fire, By this
procedurs s tost ean be mode on the -«eticns of Fire
g"ﬂ“- the ceeupants, espselllly the ehildren, sad the
reaen,

To dste, the work of the Fire Harshals has gone on very
smoothly and efficiently, The camp econditlons have ime
proved very noticesbly due to the Naershslis zood work end
vigilenge, The ecoparation of the pesple hes Desn very
+ The people in the eenter are ge.ting more and more
re oconseious, ¥e bdelieve dhat with the Fire Mershals,
Fire Brigades, snd Firemen, we huve the boat possible
fire prevention sand extiagulshment sysiem of any esnlar,




Mr. Ralph P. Merritt, Project Diréctor
Manzanar Relocation Genter
Manzaner, California

SUBJECT: Fire Inspection, High School Auditorium

Dear Mr., Merrltt:

I have this date inspected the plans for the new
High School auditorium and the buillding now under
construction. This inspection reveals that the building
now planned will not be safe for public assemblies for
the following reasons:

HEATING EQUIPMENT

A. The building is to be heated by four separate
heaters.

B. Two of these are under the stage and on the
auditorium side of the rooms on this level and
the anly entrance to such heatlng rooms is
through the dressing rooms. These heaters will
be set on a conerete floor laid on the ground.

C. Two heating rooms are located on the west
portion of the bullding, one on the northside
and the other on the southside. Each of these
heaters are set on wooden floors on the structures
adjoining the auditorium proper and having the
only entrance to the heating rooms from the inside
of the building. i

D. It is_recommended that :zgsgeaters-under—the-sﬁago
be ;zzﬁg;:gggd as follows:

1. That the heater room be moved to the outside

portion of the building Wﬁagmne
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2. The only entrance to these rooms shall be
from the outside ofithe bullding and have
doors that open outward.

3. That heat ducts connecting the heaters %o
the auditorium shall be constructed of
asbestolsg board or other materials approved
by WRA regulations and/or official textbooks,
with no combustible materials inside such
ducts.

4, That these heater rooms be sealed with either,
(a) Asbestole board
(b) Fire-proof Gypsum board (not ordinary

variety)
(e) Asbestoﬂs cement plaster on chicken wire.

S5+—Thege—heater rooms-to be—constpuetred I

~—zecordance—with—the—detalle outlined—Sfer

~heater rooms under the stage,
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PROJECTION ROOM

The present plans for the projection room will be safe
ONLY for the showing of saf?tszi}gt

In order to use nitro—é;iééﬂéiliilm the following changes
must be made to provide a fair degree of safety; these changes
do not meet the standards for projection rooms and are suggested
ag & minimum reguirement due to inability to obtain materials
required for standard projectlon rooms.

A. The projection room should be separated from the

rewinding room by a partition constructed in the
same manﬁer as other walls in this room as here
provided. A door opening from the projection room
swinging into the rewinding room should be provided.
This door to be completely covered on both sides
with asbestos: board and provided with welghts on
metal cables for self closing.

B. The inside walls of the projection rocm and rewinding
rooms shall be lined with asbestos board, including
all exposed parts of projection and observation
poxts.

The space between such walls shall be completely filled
with a satisfactory non-combustible insulating material;
ineluding an equal thickness of this material over the ceilings
of these rooms.

A safety door, as above described shall beprovided to the

present stairs and exit, leading to the auditorium floor.
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A vent leading from the projection room to not less than
four (4) feet above any combustible material within 15 feet
of such vent. 8Sald vent to be congtructed of non-flammable
materials, preferably metal or asbestos board with adequate
protection where these pass through ceilings or roof, in
accordance with the provisions of WRA regulations and official
text-books.

The diameter of the vent shall not be less than 18 inches
or equivalent area. A sulteble damper shall be installed in
the vent, equipped with a fusible-link and so arranged that the
damper will open when the temperature rises to 165° F.

Suitable shutters shall be installed on projections and
observation ports, equipped with fusible-links and so arranged
that they will close when the room temperature rises to 165° F,

Any window in such rooms shall be in metal frames with
frosted wire glass. Artificial light and ventilation 1s preferred.

An exit door, opening outward from the rewinding room shall
be provided together with a sultable escape ladder of stairway
8o arranged that it will not be necessary to pass thru projection

room to escape.

i) P



