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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY

207 GIANNINT HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

January 13, 1943

Mr, Robert Spencer
Gila War Relocation Project
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Robert:

Now that you are in that exclusive fraternity
of draft exempt 2B'ers, I am only sorry that you are not
in Berkeley sc that we could all get éﬁltwbi%on you.
Especially, on that fat expense check that I am having
sent through today for you. Since you are not here, it
is really a pleasure to sit back in Dorothy's chalr tl.(dlk_

is at Tule Lake at the conference) +oyetl

(§) there 1s absolutely no bad news to report, but, on
the contrary (@) I actually have some good news to report.
I don't kmow what the Study is coming to. No crises this
week.

The good news is that you get a $30.00 bonus with
your January pay check. Thils extra payment is one that 1s
being given to all Unlverslty employees. Both you and I,

however, almost missed 1t because we are technically
students. Dorothy, however, ralsed back on her e
hind legs and complained. You know Dorothy, and so the

$30.00 are ours. So you may address your thanks to the
boss on her return from Tule Lake.

I think that you had better not write to your
uncle in the USES until you hear definltely from Dorothy.
I heard her laying plans with Dr, Lowie for presenting
sultable documentary evidence in July that you are
irreplaceable. Apparently, however, testimony from the
USES is only going to be of secondary importance. Dorothy
plans to collect much more convinelng evidence from heads
of Anthropology Departments throughout the country.

I am enclosing for the use of your new workers
the new form that replaces the o0ld citizenship blank., Ex-
cept for the fact that 1t has to be made out in quadrupli-
cate, 1t 1s essentlally the same business. Once your new
people return the form, we'll have no difficulty in having
them pald on time.




Mr. Robert Spencer, Glla - 2,

There 1s nothing else to report. Best wishes
from us all here, and agaln our congratulations on your
new draft status.

sincerely yours,

rodzins
h Agsistant

NG :mw

Enclosure




January 18, 1943

Mr, E, R, Fryer

War Relocation Authority
Barr Building
Seventeenth & Eye Streets
Washington, D.C,

Dear Mr, Fryer:

You have perhaps heard that we had a conference

in December with Mr, Gibson, Mr, Kimball and Mr, Bates of

WRA and that they examined some of the material which we

are collecting. I hope that this conference was as satis-
factory to them as it was to us. We believe that this method
of making our material accessible to WRA works out very well,
since we were able to draw out the material pertinent to
specifiec administrative problems and to gilve them some idea

of the nature of the data we have that bear on questions of
immediate importance. We realize that, although our whole
program is geered to the long-run type of analysis, many

bits" are turning up which might be useful to WRA, Because

of the very real fear of our Japanese-American collaborators

of being considered "informers" (a fear which recent events in
Manzanar and Poston Indicate is not unfounded) this method over-
comes the major problem we have hitherto faced in making our
materlal avallable to WRA, namely keeping falth with these
collsborators in not letting the materlal out of the possession
of the University group.

In addition to the conference with Messrs Glbson,
Kimball, and Bates, we had a visit from Nrs. Lucy Adams, who
spent an afternoon going over some of the material. I hope
and belleve that we were able thus to be helpful to Mrs, Adams ,
and through her, to WRA,

When, from time to time, various members of the WRA
staff visit San Franclsco, we shouid welcome visits of the same
sort, and, if we can be informed of the date at which they are
coming in advance, and of the particular problems in which they
are Interested, we shall make every effort to organize our
material according to their interests.

Just before you left the Regional Office, I raised
with you the question of having our collaborator, Miss Tamie
Tsuchlyama, transferred from Poston to Topaz, in order that we
might make a follow-up of the Tanforan group, on which we




HI‘. E. R. FITOI‘ - 2-

already have so much data, When I saw Miss Tsuchlyama in
Poston (just at the beginning of the strike) she was eager

to leave, and Dr, Leighton and I both felt that her transfer
to Topaz weould not only be desirable from the standpoint of
the University study, but would relieve an embarassing tenslion
that had developed in her relation to Dr. Leighton. With the
progress of the strike, however, lMiss Tsuchlyama seems to have
become thoroughly adjusted to Poston, and she informs me that
she wants to stay there "indefinitely"! This will make it
impossible for us to plan a systematic study of Topaz, and I
should 1like to propose an alternate plan, subject to the
approval of the National Office and of the Project Director

at Topaz,

I propose that Mr, Robert Spencer (now resident at
Gila) and Mr, Charles Kikuchi (one of the Gila colonists) be
permitted to spend & period of about two weeks in Topaz, pre-
ferably during the second and third weeks in March, As you
know, Spencer is a highly trained observer, and Kikuchi is not
only one of our most productive collaborators but also has the
advantage of lknowing the Topaz colonlsts and their background.
If this arrangement can be made, they will be able to get
comparative date on some of the developments that we have
observed at Tule Lake and Glla, We consider it especlally
desirable to have these comparative data because of the fact
thet the Topaz population differs in so meny important respects
(e.g. 1ts high degree of urbanization) from the population in
the other projecis.

I want to thank you once again for the cordial co-
operation we have received from you end other members of the
Regional staff, end to tell you how much I regret that we now
have to bridge a gap of some 3000 miles.

With cordial regards,

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Professor of Rural Soclology




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINT HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

Jenuary 18, 1943

Mr. Robert Spencer
Gila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Bob:

I have just returned from Tule Lake where we had an
excellent conference lasting four days. You will see from
some of the reports how well the people are doing. Miyamoto
particularly is producing really distinguished work. The
morale there is excellent. Tom has decided that he doesn't
.want to go out at all as he has become so Interested in the
work, and Miyamoto will come back to Tule Lake,after an
absence of about six months.

We have decided to have a conference in Sglt Lake City
the last week in March. 1In additlion to the Tule Lake crowd,
I should like to have you and Charley and Joe come from Gila,
and I shall invite Tamie from Poston, but I am not sure she
will want to leave for even a few days. I shall also ask Dr.
Lowie to come but I doubt if he will find it possible. I
think it is an excellent plan for you and Charley to go to
Topaz for a two week period before the meeting in Splt Lake
City if that can be arranged. Tamie refuses absolutely to
leave Poston, and since she seems to have a unique opportunity
now of getting data on the political situation, I have agreed
that she may stay there indefinitely. As you will see from
the enclosed, I have written Mr, Fryer for permission for you
and Charley to go to Topaz.

You will also see from the letters to Mr. Stauber and
Mrs., Adams that I have run into another complicatlon with WRA.
I hope that we can overcome it as I believe that both Mr.
Fryer and Mrs. Adams willl be on our side in the situation.
Embree has been transferred from the Information Service to
Provinse's division, and this, as you can see, 1s leadlng to
complications for us.

We are getting some wonderful reports from Togo Tanaka
on the background of the Manzanar riot. He has sent In over
70 pages within a week, so you can see that he is going to be
a productive worker. It is very good stuff Indeed and fills
in some of the gaps that you pointed out in regard to the
background of the Los Angeles group.

I will let you know as soon as I have a reply from




Mr. Robert Spencer - 2,

Mr. Fryer or from the National Office.

My latest headachgris that Billigmeler comes up
for reclassificatlion next week and I am hoping that we can
get a deferment for he has very good material but all in the
form of field notes which no one else could posslbly work up
for us. ‘

I am writing a note to Charley, and hope that his
morale will pick up.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swfine/Thomas
Professor ol




Fvaouation end Resettlement stady

207 Giamnini Hall
FILis OP NICHI BEX

Hiehd at_m ordered to guspend pudblication shortly after Pearl farbor,
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Be In Pebrusry, Wednesday, February 4, 1042 (#15,186),

6+ In Aprile Saturday April &, 1042 (#18,177), Sunday, April 19, 1642
(#15,150),




‘ear Mrs. Adams,

Greetings! We were sorry not to see you again before you
left. I now have your excellent ex-secretary at work, and everyone
seems happy about the arrangement.

I may need a frikend a2t court, meaning at WRA, smxExiRmmzkixyzu
I am hot asking you to do anything about my most recent troubles, but
want to inform you of the situation in case anything comes up later.

I met Mr. Stauber at Tule Lake, by arrangement, to discuss
getting access to some of the statistical materials. He indicated
that he was willing, but that he thought the Director would ask that,
in *eturn, I turn over the documents I ap receiving from my assistants.
I gathered that this was not Mr. Stauber s own didea, but that it
emanated from Mr. Embree. Ag you can imagine, I feel rather dis-

-couraged that I have not been able to get over to the WRA the facts
(a) that turning over the material would result ®mzxgpiE in d3stroying
the frankness of my observers and would, in effect, "kill the goose
that lays the golden eggs" and (b) that I am not being just plakm
negativistic, but am proceeding in a wgy that was agreed upon when
7@ made our original negotiztionse.

I believe that Mr. Fryer really understands our situation.

I don't want to raise the matter directly with him, however, for ohvious
reasons. I hope,chzwmgxgx that he will back us in the plan we had
101'1:&:1 out together, and to that end I am sending him the enclosed

etter. I am enclosing also a copy of the letter to Mr. Stauber, in
which I offer %o make the statistical analysis immedizately available
to him. That, I fedl, is a complete return "in kind".

What Mr. Embree seems to have absolutely no conception of, is
the extremely difficult and sbnormal conditions under which we are
working. We cannot risk having our observers regarded as "informers",
and t he extent of that risk is illustrated by xmxizzidexk a recent inci-
dent at Tule Lake. As you know, Mr. Cook sent in Miyamoto's report
on "Prevalent Fears", which was mimeographed and distributed. Although
marked "Confidentizl", this fell into the hands of some :-of the colonbsts
£ who did not, however, know who the author was\ One of them said
that anyone who wrote that report was a fifth columnist if he ever saw
one, and that he hoped he would get what was coming to him. What
RxpreRgdxizxfanakaxandxeiherxxxixhanxaxxx has happened to "informers"
at Poston, Gila, and Manzanar is ample evidence of what is meant.

I honestly want to do everything possible xm in cooperating
with WRA, but I know you understand that I have deep obligations to
protect the integrity of the Study. So, if a chance arises, will
you say a good word for me?

With cordial regards,
Sincerely yours,




Jenuery 18, 1943

kr., B, R, Stavber

War Relocation Authority
Barr Bullding
Seventeenth & Eye 3Jtreets
Wash lngtm » L.0,

Deur iy, Stauber:

It was very gratifylng to have such a satisfectory
conference with you in Tule Lake, and to have the opportunity
of discuseing our mutusl statistical problems,

As I understand it, you are agreeable, subject to
approval from the Director, to our recelving cOpiea of the
population tables which lilss Rese 1s preparing. W%e realise
fully that these are preliminery and subject %o revision,

We should, however, appreciate having them in this preliminary
form, in order to check certain inferences we have made on the
basis of ether data avallable to us,

If we are given these tables, 1t 1s understood that
we ghall submit our analysis,(this analysis will also be of a
preliminery sort) to you and, upon obtaining revisions, will
check with you further on the meaning of the data,

If you wish, we shall also be gled to send along
any suggestions that occur to us for further tabulatlons,
which might be valuable in analysie of population change and
composition.

With cordial regards,

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Professor of Rural Soclology







UNIVERSITY OF

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA

danuary 26,1943
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JANUARY 25, 1943

TELEGRAM GIVEN OVER PHONE

WASHINGTON, D,C,
ARE WITHHOLDING ISSUANCE OF INSTRUCTIONS PURSUANT REQUEST
YOUR LETTER JANUARY 18 UNTIL EMBREE CONFERS WITH YOU WITHIN

WEEK OR TEN DAYS,
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HEADQUARTERS
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE LANGUAGE SCHOOL

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT

SAVAGE, MINNESOTA

January 26, 1943

Mr, Robert F, Spencer

¢/o Gila Relocation Center
Rivers, Arizona
Dear Mr, Spencer:

I am taking the liberty of answering your letter of the
22nd to Colonel Rasmussen,

You seem to possess the qualifications for entrance into
the July class in Japanese given by the U, S, Army at Ann Arbor,
Michigan. So that your name can be kept on our file with the
view to an interview in the not too distant future, please
f1ll out and return the enclosed questionnaire,

Looking forward to a future meéting, I remain

Very truly yours,
e /Tl
el
Major, Cavalry
Director of Personnel
KTG:es

closure 1




PACIFIC COAST REGIONAL COMMITTEE

Social Science Researcll Councﬂ
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AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION
AMEericaN Economic AssociaTION
AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
AMERICAN PoLITICAL SCIENCE AssocIATION
AMERICAN PsYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION
AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY
AMERICAN STATISTICAL ASSOCIATION
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA
Februsry 2, 1943

ATRMATL

Mr. Robert Spencer
Gila River Relocation
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Bob:

T have your letter of January 28. T am afraild voun have
misinternretated mvy letter in which I to0ld vou of some of our
difflculties,

Let me make myself perfectly clear., T had no evidence
of any intention on the part of WRA or of Mr, Embree to try
cet any of our materisal except on the basis of direect “ﬂgﬁfiﬂu
tlions. These negotiations would in all caeses be carried through
with me, and 2811 decisions should be made by this office. If
you are approached, or 1f any of the other collaborators are
f"l-*h'lﬂr‘ﬂ'\'hﬁﬂ the r"r“]_"""'f-'-'f"]" ﬁj{!nonﬂu?c- 18 to refer the inoulrv to me,.
TInder no ﬂ-”Pnerqwﬁﬂ“ shhuﬁﬂ vou of fer vour service ; gsoctal
'“‘r'“-*,rst‘, This wonuld {\,Q'f-‘f'q*'\"-;’xf comnlicate our whole reletion-
shin. I am qulte supre that we cen come to a reasonable agreement
and that thofq will be no serious trouble,. T doubt very moh
that Mr, Embree 18 planning the elaborate research nrosram which

g as 8

-~

vou deseribe. I so T can't gee that -1t affects ws In the
slightest. We have no monopoly on research and, provided we are
permitted to continue, 1t does not matter how many people are
making studies. The sort of material that we get can't be
obtairned by government agents, and even 1if we are eut off from
certein administrative %hu“ﬁnq this would not affect our study
watnﬂ*q”v, On the other hqnwl the real trouble maw come if

+he Senate Tnvoq+~Mq+*hf ﬂﬁ”wi+1ﬂﬁ decides thevw Wﬂﬂ+ +to gsee our
material. They have the absolute right to subpoena me or any

of the other persons on the . study. HHQ one roint that T want to
get across 1s that 1f gueh an inauirv occurs. T want the whole
+?*wr centralized, Tf wou are anproached vou shonld refer them
tymediately to this office. The newspaper accounts ars very
indefinite, and one interpretation is that the committee has
already completed 1ts investigation., Anyway, we will cross that
hjﬁ{’:sb'Tﬂf‘l‘}'\’\-Wﬁ eone L0 46, i

Mevw T asglkt wonu. w'Tann_ not to discngs anv of these
worries with Professor Towle. You will understand that I am
not trying to keep anything from him. In fact, he knows in a
gent ara ] way what we are up agalnst, but he 1is not a practical
man and there 1s no sense in ﬁisfu"h*“n him more than necessery.
So go on ahead and talk about your intellentusal problems with




him while he is in Gila and introduce him to members of the
administrative staff, for I think he will impress them favor-
ably.

The 1des of anvbody resigning from the study in order
+o protect the material is not to be congidered. I am quite
gure we can handle the thine in other wavs.

von misinternretated my statement about Chanev. He
wrsjr.%pns with us -l;'H;;-lT we had the ecood luek to :p{- a pn 'ru_.w-k-?-ns
saven 1f that was not his recommendation, and he certainly is
ﬂrﬁt‘:q%-r\.: +6 00 a-ﬁvi—'l-\-"h:: to have vou -:u-j-. bacls in to &n "j\:."
eclagsgification.

Of course. we are going to try to cooperate in every
7 A L - “
wav with WRA. and I hope that the plan that we have already

worked out will continue. So nlease stop worrying about this
- -~ - = - s L ) b = v
and contg inue with vour exc allent work.

Sinecerely
— d v J

so




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA February 6, 1943

Mr. Robert Spencer
Gila River Relocatlion Project
Rivers, Apizona

Dear Bob:

In my last two letters I have tried (1) to explain
fully our situatlon here, (2) placate your fears in regard
to the possible troubles with the Senate Ipvestigating
Committee and the WRA, and (3) to impress upon you the
necessity of acting cautlously and of not giving way to
worries,

I now have your letter of February 2 and it requires
a few additlional comments along the same lines of my previous
messages. I would like to discuss your letter paragraph by
paragraphs

1. As for the Soclal Analyst Division, I do not think
1t will change our relations with the WRA very much, if at
all. Rather, 1t may very well be that the dlvision has been
created so that the WRA willl not be dependant uRon our data,
In any case, I am going to accept Mr., Embree's "sweetness"
at 1ts face value and not clash with him on my own initiative.
I have every reason to hope that our interview, and the plans
we make for subsequent cooperation, will not hinder us in the
slightest. The maln thing 1s for you not to worry about my
relations with Embree. Let me worry sbout that.

2, I am sorry to hear of your trouble with LeBarron. I
have the feeling that you may be over emphasizing "the grow-
ing pressure" because of your worries in regard to the
material at the central office. In any case, I would contlnue
your present course of solidifying your position as much as
possible. I would try to avoid an open break with LeBarron
at almost any cost. And I would NOT discuss my troubles too
freely with anybody! I am a little worried sbout your con-
versation with Hoffman, and I do hope that you did not discuss
with him the posslbillity of our meterial being subpoened by
the WRA. Actually, such a possibility does not, and never did,
exlst as far as the WRA is concerned. I hope you did not give
away any 1deas! Your best bet 1s to keep silent and to get
along as well as you can in the community, and to refer all
questions in regard to the interchange of data to this office.
In other words, you can dodge the very probléms that you
apparently discussed with Hoffmen by simply saying they are
outside the scope of your authority. I realize that you
cannot carry this too far and remain of use within the community.
Nevertheless, it 1s a poliey which I think you should maintain
as much as possible,




3. You are right in saylng that the dealing with Embree
1s up to me and Morton. Just be very sure that you do not
compromise our relations with Embree by discussing our pro-
blems and difficultles too freely with Hoffman or anyone else.

4. I trust that you will satisfactorily work out the
accommodations for the Lowle's. They realize they have to
rough 1t. Ts not 1t possible for you now to arrange their
return pullman reservations?

I hope that I have made my position clear to you.
I reiterate that I have the highest confldence in your
ability, but I do think the policy set forth above is the
best one.

In summation it 1s:

l. We will handle the relations with the WRA from
thls office.

2. You are to talk as little as possible about our
troubles and to refer all problems of study-WRA
relationships to this office.

That seems c¢lear enough.
I apologlze for the length of this letter, but I do
want you to know I sympathlize with your difficulties. I
also want you to stop worrying because I think we have
matters well In handx.
Morton jolns me in sending you best wishes,

Sincerely yours,







February 6, 1943

Mr., Robert Spencer
Gila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Apizona

Dear Bob:

In my last two letters I have tried (1) to explain
fully our situation here, (2) placate your fears in regard
to the possible troubles with the Senate Ipvestigating
Conmittee and the WRA, and (3) to impress upon you the
nece:alty of acting cautiously and of not giving way to
worries.

I now have your letter of February 2 and it requires
a few additlonal comments along the same lines of my previous
messages., I would llke to discuss your letter paragraph by
paragraphs

l. As for the Soclal Analyst Division, I do not think
it will change our relations with the WRA very much, if at

.all, Rather, 1t may very well be that the division has been
ereated so that the WRA will not be dependant upon our data,

In any case, I am going to accept Mr, Embree's "sweetness"

at 1ts face value and not c¢lash with him on my own initiative.
I have every reason to hope that our interview, and the plans
we make for subsequent cooperation, will not hinder us in the
slightest, The main thing is for you not to worry about my
relations with Epbree., Let me worry asbout that.

2. I am sorry to hear of your trouble with LeBarron., I
have the feeling that you may be over emphasizing "the grow-
ing pressure" because of your worries in regard to the
material at the central office. 1In any case, I would continue
your present course of solidifying your position as mueh as
possible, I would try teo avold an open break with LeBarron
at almost any cost., And I would NOT discuss my troubles too
freely with anybody! I am a little worried about your cone-
versation with Hoffman, and I do hope that you did not discuss
with him the ponlibiliéy of our material being subpoened by
the WRA, Actually, such a possibility does not, and never did,
exist as far as the WRA is concerned. I hope you did not give
away any ldeas! Your best bet is to keep silent and to get
along as well as you can in the community, and to refer all
questions in regard to the interchange of data to this offlce,
In other words, you can dodge the very problems that you
apparently discussed with Hoffman by simply saying they are
outside the scope of your authority. I realize that you
cannot carry this too far and remain of use within the community.
Nevertheless, it 1s a policy which I think you should maintain
as much as possible,




3. You are right in saying that the dealing with Embree
is up to me and Morton. Just be very sure that you do not
compromise our relations with Embree by discussing our pro-
blems and difficulties too freely with Hoffman or anyone else.

4, I trust that you will satisfactorily work out the
accommodatlions for the Lowie's. They realize they have to
rough it. 1Is not it possible for you now to arrange their
return pullman reservations?

I hope that I have made my position cledr to you.
I reiterate that I have the highest confldenee in your
ability, but I do think the pollcy set forth above is the
best one, | i

In sunmation it is:

1. We will handle the relations with the WRA from
this office. - 13

2, You are to talk as little as possible about our
troubles and to refer all problems of study-WRA
relationships to this office.

That seems ¢lear enough.

I apologize for the length of this letter, but I do
want you to know I sympathize with your difficulties. I
also want you to stop worrying because I think we have
matters well in handx.

Morton joins me in sending you best wishes,

Sincerely yours,
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(Student’s Name)

GRADES OF SCHOLARSHIP

The significance of the several grades of scholarship is as
follows: A, excellent; B, good; C, fair; D, barely passing; X,
F, not passed; P, passed, without dzfinite grading; Q, no re-
port received from the instructor; S, work satisfactory to
date, - units of credit to be finally allowed upon the satisfac-
tory completion of the second semestsr of the courss.

In the undergraduate colleges grade points or quality
units will be assigned as follows: grade A, three points per
unil; B, two points per unit; C, one point per unit; D, X or F,
no points.

For regulations governing the changing of non-pas-
sing fo passing grades, see 'Removal of Deficiencies,”
General Catalogue.

If an official transcript of record is desired, the student
should apply therefor to the Rsgistrar.




February 11, 1943

MEMORANDUM TO: Mr, John Provinse

Chief, Community Servieces Division

As a result of the conference between myself and Dp,
Dorothy Thomas, Director of the Evaeuation and Resettlement
study of the University of Califernia. on February 10, 1943,
we came to an agreement on the r-:min; pointa;

1.

2.

Evacuation and Resettlement Study shall continue
taﬁe;ad:ct research at Tule Lake and Gils Rivey
an oaton.

That at least once & month that & letter be
written to the Director of WRA for the attention
of the Soclal Analysis Section, of aiﬁu‘wmt
findings of the Evmeuation and Resett t
Study field workers,

That from time to time a representative of WRA
consult with members of the Evacuation and Re-
settlement Study in Berkeley, concerning field
data,

That field workers of the Evacuation and Reset-
tlement Study at Tule Lake and Gila River be
free to cooperate informally with na'ancinl
analysis that may be undertaken by .

John F, Embree
Prineipal Social Selence Analyst

'J.F.M”..



PFebruary 12, 1943

Memorandum to Robert Billigmeier S, Hikida
Frank Miyamoto Charles Kikuchi
James Sgkoda Y. Okuno
Tamotsu Shibutani Jogeph Omachi
Robert Spencer
Tamie Tsuchiyama

From: Dorothy S, Thomas

You may have heard that WRA is establishing a Social Analysis
section. It 1s planned eventually to have a Soclal Analyst
(Caucasian) in every Relocation Project except Poston.

Dr, Embree, who will be in charge of this program, and I,
conferred about the relation of the Evacuation and Resettlement
Study to this new section, on February:1l0 and 11l. We reached a
very satisfactory agreement, copy of which is attached to this
memorandum,

WRA, through Mr, Embree, has waived all rights to any documents
that you may prepare for the Evacuation and Resettlement Study.

Points 2, 3 and 4 require some elaboration. In regard to
Point 2, T am asking your cooperation in sending me before the 1l5th
of every month suggestions as to points that may be included in the
letter which will go out from this office. The first letter will
be sent in March. Embree is interested in notes on trends that you
observe. These notes should cover points that may be helpful to
WRA from the administrative standpoint. The letter will be written
by elther Morton Grodzins or myself, It will be in very general
terms and will avoid all references to persons.

In regard to Point 3, I am given complete discretion as to the
content of the discussion in the occasional conferences held in
Berkeley.

In regard to Point 4, it was agreed that the extent of co-
operation should be completely at your own discretion. It was
further agreed that no examination of your written material would
be asked for. If such a request is made by the social analyst,
if and when he comes to your Project, kindly refer the request to
me. It 1s understood, of course, that you will be just as co-
operative and friendly to the social analyst as you have been to
other members of the WRA staff in the past. Any help that you can




give in a completely informal way will be greatly appreciated
both by WRA and by the Evacuation and Resettlement Study. But
i1t was thoroughly understood that you are not to be asked to
have any formal connection with the social analysis section.

DT

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
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February 12, 1943

Mr . Robert Spencer
Gila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Bob:
I hope you had a successful visit with the Lowle's.

As you will see from the enclosed, many of your fears
were quite unfounded, and I am thoroughly convinced that Embree
is friendly toward us and that the agreement which we have made
1s bona flde. So please stop worrying. I may say that as g
final seal of our friendship, I rushed down to his train as 1t
passed through Berkeley today and loaned him a very valuable
and very rare pornographic book called "Das Geschletsleben der
Japaner." This belongs to W,I.

h - Now, Bob, I want to feel that I can discuss with you

freely and frankly what is golng on here at the office and
that you will not go off the deep end. You must know what the
situation is, but at the same time you must trust me to handle
it iIn the best way I can. There's no use getting so exclted
about potential dlsasters. As I told you in one of my letters,
we may very well have some of them, but experience shows that
they are not likely to be of the nature that we anticipated.

I feel now that if too much pressure ls put on you by the
administration at Gila I have a perfect right to wire or tele-
phone Embree and ask him to straighten matters out, and I
believe that he will cooperate. You should realize too that
WRA is by no means a unit, and the greatest antagonism on the
part of the social analyst 1s not golng to be toward us but

»#rn the reports divislon, including probably your friend, Mr.

Le Barron, so let the boys fight it out among themselves.

Part of your job is to maintain good personal relations with
the administrative staff, and I hand it to you for managing
things so well under such difficult circumstances, so just be
as calm as you can and don't worry about the drunken electriclan.
Believe me, although I seem to be kidding you, I do sympathlze,
but after all, you cannot select the most desirable living con-
ditions In the situation as it now exists. Even if they ask
you to leave the project for a while, don't flare up and don't
get too disturbed about it because I'll try to get you back in
again, It stands to reason that if there's a housing shortage,
you are going to be one of the people squeezed out, at least
temporarily, but that doesn't mean that the study 1s not going
on or that you are not going to be able to do your work at




Gila, although the conditions may'efg be wholly satisfactory.
~
I will senéeﬁémorandum 0 Joe Omachli. One thing I

would like you to do 1s to gel Joe to write down his detailled
case Information just as soon as he can. His ideas are very
good indeed, but he 1sn't giving us the detall that we need,
and you may have to work with hlm for hours at a time to get
the thing really in order.

I did not press for the Topaz trip at present for it
seemed unwise., ‘As far as I can see, Embree has three or four
soclal analysts lined up at present and Topaz 1is one of the
projects that he will begin on. I told him that you and
Charlie would like to go there and he asked that we wailt until
he gets hls plans under way. That seems to me fair enough.

So we will go ahead with the Salt Lake City plans and arrange
the Topaz trip later if it seems desirable., We have our hands
full anyway, and as long as we are glven a free hand in Gila,
Tule Lake and Poston, we'll just have to be content. Lelghton's
program has apparently bogged down completely, and I am getting
fine materlial from Tamie, so we are really doing very well,

You will be lnterested to lmow that Fryer 1s going to
Africa for lend-lease, and that Mrs. Adams 1s Aecting Director
of Community Services at Manzanar.

I look forward to hearing from you in great detaill
about all that has been happenling to you recently.

With cordial regards,

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas

DST :mw
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HEADQUARTERS
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE LANGUAGE SCHOOL

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT

SAVAGE, MINNESOTA

February 15, 1943

¥r. Robert F BSpencer
Gila River Relocation Center
Rivers, Arizona

Deer Mr. Spencer:

Thank you very much for your prompt reply to

our letter and for returning the questionnaire so soon.
I will notify you in ample time prior to the date
of interview of the exact time and place of meeting.
Very truly yours,
4
B
KARL T. GOULD
Ma jor, Cavalry

Personnel Director







h.
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A

HILITARY INTILLIGINCE SERVICE LaNGUAGE SCHOOL
Office of tThe Commandant
savage, Hinngsota

February 22, 19438

Mr Robert F. Spencer
Gila River R/C
Rivere, Arizona

Deer Mr Sopencer:®

We 'hawve your name on our list of applicants. to be
interviewed for entrance into the Army Japanesc Language
School at the University of Michigan about lMay 1C, 1943,

We pronose to make the necessary interview sometime
during the period Marech 1 - aApril B,

If you-are definitely intcrcsted in being interviewed,
please gend this office the following information at once.

l. That you do desire an interview
2. Your pregent status:
2. QOrfjieer or enlisted men in U. B. Army {(8toate
grade and serial number)
. liember of ERC (statec scrial number)
: 1v 3 n (state draff status)
= Z, tatus

.

Exdected address during the period March 1 — April 5.

Any other pocrtinent iaformation

You will be notified & few days beforc the interview
of thc exact place and datz of interview.

Very truly yours,




MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE LanGUAGE SCHOOL
Office of the Commandant
Savage, Minnesota

March 5, 1943

Mr. Robert F. Spencer
4%04 Fulton St.

Ban Francisco, Calif.

Desr Sir:
Request that you meet me at

R m————————

3 [N
any time from —— o~

for interview in connection with selection of students

for the new class at the Army Japanese language school at

the University of Michigan.

Very truly yours,

Aol
K4aRL: T. GOULD

Ma jor Cavalry
Director of Personnel

PiB. I will be in Phoenix, Arizona on March 19th
and in San Francisco March 25th to 3lst at the 8%,

Francie Hotel. Pleacse wire when and where I
cshould meet you.

KT @G




OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

OFFICIAL RECEIPT

‘ Bill No992
umh, Ofassfdeeor eiiept, fivers, “¢rdeEion)
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Appropriation Limitatdon Date Duw__
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February 23,1943

Dear Bob, h
Tour long letter of February 18 arrived. You are cori}

tainly doing well by us. I had already had pOrtions of your earlier
letters copied, and shall do the same with these. They serve very
well indeed as reports. It is indeed fine that you are able to get
such a complete report. For the pattern you describe is quite evi-
dently the same one that is oeccurring at other places. Tule Lake

is very bvad indeeds they arrested and took out 37 persons over the
weekend, acecording to the newspaper repor t8 all were "Americanm born®,
Sgxpect to hear more about that later. Unforsunately it got into

the newspapers, and that is certainly bad publicity. A letter from
Doris indicates that the same sort of disturbance is going on at
Topaz, although, ag far as I know, there have been no arrests. There
was, however, complete residtence %o registration, at least in the
beginning,

I haw thought seriously about Charlie. I feel that
we have no right to urgi him to stay at Gilal I think he can be
very useful to us, and * want him to continue to work on the study.
But Chicago is the place where he could, without any doub$, be most
useful to us. Couldn't he control the family situation’ They
would not have to live with the sisters. I could arrange tﬁ
pay him $125 a month, and pay his railroad fare to Chicago.
could take Emiko and Bette out with him as "dependents" and I am
quite sure they could get jobs once they are in Chicago. I have
many contact® in Chicago that would be useful to him in the long run.
When he got there, I should want him to prepare a series of analyses,
based on his diary and other sources, of the Tanforan and Gila
situations. Then I should want him to follow-up certain of the
evacuees who ar: relocating in that area, . This is a very important
phase of our study, and it can only be done in a place who ‘e there
are Japanese concentrations. I sympathize with Charlie's desire
to get as far away from the Japanese as possible, but it looks to me
as though his ultimate career is going to be somehow $ied up with
the problems of this minority group, €.g. if he continues with
social work. Will you please talk it over with him, and let me
know immediately, prefereably by wire. I shall then contact
M~rrks in Washington and agk him to see what can be done. I had
alresdy written Charlie, but was not then in a position to make him
a definite offer. I feel now that he should be the first ome of
our workers %o go out, because of his complicated family situation,
and I feel that he can make a very great contridution to the study
and at the same time further his own career and stabilisze the family
if he will accept my offer.

I am sending out the letter apprroved by President Sproul
and hhe Attorney for the Refgents "just in case", If the Congressional

°°fm1faf°°:h°u§d.°°“° around, see to it that the observers have no

b gamned sure FEEsaddf: thipgtafiFiRtngdvn® you may come 02K but




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

February 24, 1943

Mr . Robert Spencer
Gila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Bob:

Received your letter of February 19. The Topaz
resolution has been published in the Topaz Times. I do
not think the ten demands can be considered disloyal or
subversive, although they certainly were obviously
impossible ones to meet under the present conditions.

I have written to Doris and asked her to answer a
number of very specific questions. She wrote a good letter
about the situation, copy of which I am sending you, and also
a copy of my letter to her. If you want to write her to get
any further details, you'd better do so immediately since,
as you see, she 1s planning to relocate shortly. Her address
1s 20-5-B, Central Utah Relocation Project, Topaz, Utah.

Please let me know about Charlie, as I asked you in
my letter of yesterday. I am writing to Earle. Frankly,
I don't know what to do about him. He is the only Nisei
I have ever met who hasn't got a consclence in spite of his
being a consclentlous objector. I would like to fire him,
but don't suppose I will because of a certain obligation I
have to keep him on till the end of the present budget year.
We could certainly use his money. As you see, I am offer-
ing Charlie $125.00 a month as soon as he makes the break,
and I am prepared to make the same offer to Tom and Jimmy if
conditions in Tule Lake become too hard for them. We have
got to take care of those of our workers who have been faith-
ful in thelr work and loyal to us from the beginning. Re-
garding those who have come on later, I don't believe we can v
do very much, except to continue them on the same terms theyA
are now working on, but for the three“thet I have mentioned /éklu“du
I am determined to see that they get a proper wage scale if

they have to go outside, even if it means that we will have
a very tight budget.

I am glad that you are writing so frequently, and hope




Robert Spencer - 2. February 24, 1945

that you will continue to do so because, as I told you
yesterday, communications with Tule Lake have practlcally

-

been cut off, and it 1ls very important that I keep in close
touch with this whole development.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine

Enclosures - 2.
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February 18, 1943

Dear Dy, Thomas:

I suppose you have heard all about our "incident." It
is really the first time any Gefinite cleavage has been
definitely manifested.among the residents. The cause of it
was the registration of all residents 17 years and over.

The Issei naturally felt that the government was trying
to "push them out" when they didn't feel it had the right to.
Especially many feel that with no definite plans or resources
for the present or very near future, they can't begin anew.
Also, they feel they should remain in camp in order to collect
damages from the U.S., government. Of course, it is difficult
for them to think they will lose their sons in battle, and unless
definite guarantee of allowances and insurance are made, they
can't give up their sons. Many plan to return to J. anyway so
can't give up allegiance to that country. (Now the wording of
that question has been changed to "Will you obey the laws of
the U.S, and not interfere with the war effort" - which is much
fairer to them.)

They feel that now is the time for the Nisel to make de-
mends on the govt. - especially since so many unkept promises
and violations of their civil rights have been made to date.

There have been many meetings and as a result - a resolu-
tion was sent to Washington to Stimson and Myer (from the Nisel
representing blocks) It demanded certain civil rts - many of
which cannot be granted by a govt. agency without publie support.
That 1is what aggravates the Nisel in general. This will be a
strong propaganda weapon in their favor and they (Issels) don't
seem to reallze 1it,

The Niseis as a rule feel their future lies in this
country so are willing to pledge loyalty and enlist if necessary.
Of course, there were many injustices, but if they could qualify
thelr answers, that would help to some degree. They object to
the pressure by the Isseis and Kibeis to try to prevent them
from registering, and which tries to tell them that they should
not let the govt. make "fools" of them. Of course, if the Niseis
don't have that much faith in the govt. - altho' it has many
faults, they can't be considered as true Americans.

The conflict with the Nisei is that their parents seem
to be so contrary to them and yet they must respect their advice.
It 1s certainly a conflict 1f two cultures should continue the
fight for rights but apart from the registration, there are many
objectionable features - as segregation, fear of treatment to
parents, and the idea that the citizens are being treated just
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like enemy aliens -, but if these gualifications can be made in
the questionnaires, the Nisei should not feel too hegitant -
unless of course, he intends to live in Japan or other country
after the war,

The Kibels have threatened violence, but I think this
will not be carried out - since many people have been register-
Ing in the last few days. A4Also a number of Isseis have decided
to repatriate. Thus, there has been a decision made - which
is a much more honest way of facing the issue,

Enclosed are coplies of 2 Topaz Times issues - 2 opposite
viewpolints as shown in resolutions to lMyer.

I'11 close for now, hope to hear from you soon.
Sincerely,
"Doris"

P.S. Please return my diary since I am plaﬁning to leave soon.
s g .



February 24, 1943

Miss Doris Hayashi

20-5-B

Central Utah Relocation Project
Topaz, Utah

Dear Doris:

I eertainly appreciate your informative letter of
February 18. As you lmow, the situation you deseribe is
not peculiar to Topaz, and apparently has been more serious
in some of the other centers., I should like a 1ittle more
information on the general situation. I don't understand
the political structure of the community. Can you explain
how the committee of 33 and the committee of 66 were formed?
What relation do they have to the community council? What
stand has the councll taken on registration? Is there any
organization of the Kibel, and what role have they played?
What was the composition of the group that prepared the
second resolution to Roosevelt and Stimson favoring registra-
tion? Has the J.A,C,L, been mixed up in the affair? Have
there been any specific threats sgainst individuals? Has
anyone had to be removed from the community because of sub-
versive activities? If you have time I wish you would write
up & full account of the whole situation. I would also 1like
to mow if reglstration has grooeodod normally, and what
were the percentages of people answering "no" to questions
27 and 28, and how much that percentage varied during the
whole process of registration. I realize T am asking quite
& lot of questions, but 1t would be interesting for us to
have a report of this sort to supplement the other detailed
reports we are getting from Tule Lake, Gila and Poston, so
if you can help me out that will be greatly appreciated.

I am returning your diary teday by first class mail,
Did you, by the way, receive a check for $25.00 which we
s;:t you in December, as I remember, in payment for the
diary?

I understand that you are asbout to leave to go to
some girls' college, I wish you would give me more detalls
about your plamns, I am delighted that you are getting out,
and wish you every success,

We are progressing well with the study, but I don't
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have to tell you how many difficulties we face. We are all
of us very much concerned about the present situation, and
are hoping that publlec opinion will not be adversely affected.

With cordial and affectionate regards,

Yours,
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March 5, 1943
Christmas Day

Mr, Robert Spencer
Gila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Bob:

As you may have read in the newspapers, the state
legislature has recently passed a special appropriation giving
emergency salary inecreases to all state employees from July 1,
1942 to November 30, 1942, retroactively, and from February 1,
1943 to June 30, 1943. For fulltime employees receiving less
than $3000 per year, the increase is $15,00 per month for the
five-month retroactive period, and §$25.00 per month for the
five months starting February 1. Por part«time employees
working half time or more, the increases are pro-rated,

This cheerful note is written to inform you that, as
the result of negotlations, it has been decided that the
retroactive and future emergency salary increase apply in
your case, You will receive the following:

a, PFor five months service at §15 per month §75,00

b, To your monthly pay-check, beginning with
the March 1 check and continuing monthly 25 60 .
for five months, will be added $o 12550

You will probably receive the sum (a) in a separate chegck
near the first of April. If you don't, or if the current extra
stipend does not appear on your monthly e¢heck, you should inform
the office so we can follow the matter up.

Singe the state has begun to deduct the 5% Victor% Tax
from salaries, your check will not squal tlBO‘OO plus $25.00,

It should equal (approximately) $150.00 plus $25,00 minus 5%,
There are several complications in computing the tax, so the
figure won't be exact, The enclosed schedule may throw some
light on the matter. The Victory Tax will not be deducted from
the retroactive increase,

It should be understood that these increases are by special
appropriation., They do not come out of our budget. There is
absolutely no guarantee that they will be continued after June
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30, 1943. The continuation of the increase will be a matter
of legislative action and will have no relation whatscever to
individual merit.

8incerely yours,

Morton Gpodzins
Research Assistant
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March 17, 1943

Mr . Robert Spencer
Gila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Arlzona

Dear Bob:

I am enclosing three things. First, a report written
by Morton on some of the legal lssues concerned with registration
in answer to some questions raised by Frank Miysmoto, copy of
which is also enclosed. The third enclosure is a question that
has been ralsed by one of the observers at Tule Lake. Will you
see if you can get any light on the situation at Gila? Will you
send one copy of this to Tamle? I hesitate to send 1t to her as
she may be with you in Gila now. Evidently it 1s a very touchy
point, so you will, of course, take care that no one sees the
letter.

Looking forward to hearing from you soon.
Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas

Enclosures =- 3.




EXCERPT FROM REPORT FROM OBSERVER
AT TULE LAKE

"Another question I've been wondering about is the possible
influence of Japanese radlo broadcasts on the reaction of people
here. There are innumerable stories of radio brosdcasts from
Japan among the evacuees here, and evacuees are particularly
susceptible to this type of propaganda, There seems no doubt that
some kind of reception 1s to be had, even on the long-wave band,
and one of the hours at which it occurs 1s asbout 10:00 a.m. What
I am curious to know is whether other centers are getting receptions
from Japan, or whether there are even rumors of such brosdcasts.,

If this 1s the only center getting such reception, the influence of
this propaganda may be a significant factor in the strong pro-Japanism
of the people here. Among the rumors are: General Tojo has urged the
evacuees to remaln where they are until the end of the war, and not

to leave the relocation center. (This hampers the whole relocation
program.) Also, Japan will take care of the svacuated Japanese in

the post war years. Again, Japan expects to win the war in a few
months; hence there 1s no need to relocate. The further Implication
of thls question 1s that somebody may have a transhitting set within
this center or somewhere near by, but that's difficult to determine."




QUESTIONS from Frank Miyamoto

1, There 1s talk here that allens detained in a camp for more
than six months are to be considered "prisoners of war" aceording
to the Geneva Conf, What truth is there in this?

2. QCould the Japanese evacuees be interpreted as "prisoners of
war" and thereby have themselves considered under that eclause in the
Geneva Treaty of 19267 This 1s apart from the desirability of having
themselves so considered,

5. What obligations does the United States have to Japanese evacu-
ees, especlally the dliens, 1f thelr status brings them under the
operation of this Treaty?

4, Will the Japanese evacuees, especially the aliens, be consider-
ed "prisoners of war" if they refuse to declare their alleglance to
the U,5, and foreswear their alleglance to the emperor of Japan?

6. What will be the status of Nisel who answer "No" to the ques-
tion: "Do you swear your alleglance to the United States of America
and agree to foreswear alleglance to the emperor of Japan, and to
any other foreign organization, state, or power?" What is their
status 1if they also repatriate§ What if they have dual status?

What if they have only Ameriemn citizenship?

6. The evacuees have repeatedly triled to bring about the interven-
tion of the Spanish Ambassador in their relations with the Government,
What is likely to be his future position in relation to the evacuees
if the bulk of the evacuees have refused to declare their alleglance
to the U,S, and even repatriate?

7. If the evacuees demand to have themselves considered "prisoners
of war" though they are not yet so considered, what steps may they
take to get themselves so considered?

8, How much may the evacuees take with them at the time of depor-
tation 1f they repatriate? What are the chances of exehange of
"prisoners" during the process of war?

9. TWhat penalties may be legally applied to Citizen Japanese who
refuse to declare their allegiance or to foreswear allegiance to the
empercr of Japan during wartime? What 1s likely to be their position
1f they do not repatriate and attempt to remain in this country after
the war?




March 18, 1943

Mr, Frank Hiyamoto

513-B

Tule Lake Relocatlion Project
Newell, California

Dear Frank:

Dorothy and I have had a telk with Professor Mgx Radin and
we have done some checking in the library to see if we could give
you some answers to your questlons In regerd to the present legal
status of the Japanese Americsn cltizens and the Japanese aliens.
The sngwers are hard to find because of the unique charascter of the
internment program in America; and they are complicated by the
contradictory interpretations of the experts.

The situation of aliens 1s more clouded than that of cltizens.
The Geneva Convention to which you refer was signed on July 27, 1929,
by most of the Powers and it 1s a ocomprehensive and complete agree-
ment., Article 89 of the 1920 Conventlon provides that in the rela-
tlione between states bownd by the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907,
as well as by the Convention of 1920, the latter shall be regarded
a8 complementary to Articles 4-20 of the Conventiom of 1907. In
fact, however, the Convention of 1929 (which sontains no less than
97 Articles) ineorporatos all these 1907 Articles with the exception
of Articles 10-12 relating to release on parele., One of the most
authoritative of the international law commentaries is Lauterpacht's
edition of Oppenheim's Internetional Law. Lauterpacht says that,
in view of the definitive character of the 1929 pact, it may be used
"as a basis for an exposition of the existing law on the treatment
of prisoners of war." (p. 2903). Articles 10-12 of the 1907 Con-
vention (which are not included in the 1629 pact) have nothing to do
with the matter with which you are concerned; they relate to the
parolling of prisoners of war within the country of internment. The
1929 Convention, therefore, 1s definitely the maln sgreement pertinent
to the questions which you have asked., I have a copy of it before me
now {lLeague of Nations Treaty Series, Volume 118, pages 344-411), but
the trouble lies in the fact ¢ sheds damn 1ittle light upon
your questions.

It starts out by defining the persons to whom the Uonvention
shall apply, but resident enemy aliens of a belligerent country are
not included in any eré% definitions of prisoners of war. I am
enclosing a copy of I and VII. with the pertinent defini-
tions. ofessor Radin is of the definite opinion that the Convention
does not apply to the Japanese aliens in the relocatlion centers, bas-
ing his opinion on examination of the attached texta. Radin, of
course, is onme of the best qualified and most respected 193&1 experts
in the country. His opinion on this matter, though outside his
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specielized fleld, must be respected,

Lauterpacht is definitely in disagreement. His opinion is
buaagggnasé%og.d usages during the World War, He says{op.cit.
PD. -

“The Comvention does not contailn anything regarding the
treatment of private enemy individuals, and enemy officials,
whom & belligerent thinks it necessary to make prisoners of
war; but 1t is evident that they may claim all the privileges
of such prisoners. They are not convicts, but are taken into
a;ptlvxty for military reasons, and are therefore prisoners
of war.

"And the same is valid with regard te enemy clvilians who
at the outbreak of war are on the territery of a belligerent,
and, for military reasons, are Interned. They are not conviets
either, but are deprived of their liberty for military reasons
only, and are therefore prisoners of war,"

You ecan take your pick on whom to believe. Lauterpacht's is
undoubtedly the more authoritatlive statement, though it is based on
what mey be an unduly breed interpretation of the 1929 pact. Radin
says that any concessions allowed by the U.S. Government (with
respect to the examination of the Relocation Centers by the Spanish
Consul, etec.) are purely unilateral and that the United States is
not bound in any way by the Convention in the administration of the
Reloeation Centers. In his opinien, the aliens in the Relocation
Centers are simply enemy aliens who are interned for military
reasons, but who in no way can be considered prisoners of war. He
says, characteristically, "Radin is right, Lauterpacht is 'run%!
Leuterpacht bases his conclusions on hopes and dreams, not on facts.”

Coming now to your speecific questions in regard to aliens,
there is nothing (Question 1) that I have found in the Treaty to
indicate that after six months the aliens will be considered prison-
ers of war. If they are not prisoners of war at the outset (as per
Radin), six months internment does not meke them prisomers, If the
aliens are prisoners (as per Lauterpacht), the Treaty provides
(Question 3) a long and extensive list of conditions with rog:rd to
housing, food, clothing, hygiene, intellectual and moral needs,
internal discipline, work, pay, mall, penal senctions, judieial pro-
geedings, ete. If you are interested in these lpoaifie provisions,
I'1l1l have them copied and sent to you.

Radin is of the definite opinion (Question 4) that section
taken by the aliens with regard to swearing or forswearing alleglance
ean not alter their status in any way. Further (Questions 2 and 7),
there 1s nothing that the evacuees can do to have themselves con-
sidered prisoners of war.

Finally, Radin thinks any exchange of U,S, citizens in Japan
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with internees here is a matter of mutusl agreement between the
respective governments and is not regulated by the Convention.
Whatever property they are allowsd to take with them (Question 8)
will be slmply a matter of whatever asgreement is made.

If Lauterpacht 1s right and the Japanese aliens are prison-
ers of war, the Convention provides for repatristion and accommoda-
tlon in a neutral country of prisoners of war "who are seriously
111 or seriously wounded." The Convention further provides "during
the continuation of hostilitles, and for humenitarian reasons
belligerents may conclude agreements with a view to the direct
repatriation or sccommodation in a neutral cowmtry of prisoners of
war in good health who have been in captivity for a long time."

There are no other provisions for repatrilation in the Con-
vention. Therefore, it seems that whether or not the Japanese aliens
are prisoners of war, their repatriation must be & matter of speclal
agreement between the United States and Japan. A model draft agree-
ment, annexed to the Convention, but not & part of it provides
detailed methods for the repatriation of the sick and wounded only.

If the status of the aliens is thus ¢louded, a much clearer
ploture can be given of the position of the Americen citizens. Im
the first place, the United States Nationality Code (Title 8 -
Section 803) provides that no Americen citizen can lose his citizen-
ship while residing within the United States. This 1s & categorical
statement and only two exceptions are provided (sectlion 80lg and
801h), These exceptions are (80lg) when a person sorvtng in the
armed forces in time of war deserts and is convicted of desertion by
a court martial, and (80lh) when a person commits an act of treason
or tries to overthrow or bear arms against the United States and is
found guilty of such treasonable acts by a regular court or a
military tribumal, :

It 1s clear (Question 6), therefore, that & negative answer
to questions 27 and 28 would in neo way result in the losa of citizen-
ship or in citizens being considered as prisoners of war. Such a
negative answer will accord citizens no privilege of expatriation,
though they might be allowed to do so by this gountry as a matter
of convenience. Further, the holding of dual citizenship would in
no way change this matter since the United States has never recogniszed
dual citizenship, and has shown no intention of doing so. As late as
January, 1942, the United States approved a Resolution passed at the
Third Meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the States of the Pan
American Union that declared the unanimeus intention of the American
states not to recognisze dusl eltison-hiz. The WRA attorneys who have
threatened Japanese Americans with the loss of eltilonahiz as the
result of answering "ne" to questions 27 and 28 are definitely in
error. The most & negative answer could do (Question 9) is result
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in the same sort of ordinary eriminal penalty (such as confinement!)
that 1s given to other Americam citizens who refuse to bear arms or
who, in time of war, refuse to swear obedience. And, s far as I
know, (Radin corroborates this) the mere statement of non-alleglance
in no way constitutes a treasonable act, if the statement is not
used to incite mobs, subvert soldiers, or accomplish other results
directly inimical to the country's war effort.

Speaking as a rank inexpert im this fleld, three things im-
press me;

(1) Whatever greater authority Lauterpacht may have over Radin
on theoretical questions of intermational law, I think the sctual
situation makes it clear that the United States is not considering
Issel as prisoners of war., The whole relocation procedure is
definitely not one intended for war prisoners,

(2) Whether or not the allens are teehnically prisoners of war
seems to make little actual difference. Thus, if they were technical
prisoners, the Japanese¢ Government, according to the 1920 Convention,
might appoint e neutral comsul (such as our ganzsh friend) to ex-

e camps to make sure of adherence to the terms of the Convention.
But our government has allewed the Spanish Consul to inlgoet and re-
port, anyway, without ever admitting that the Japanese aliens are
prisoners of war. The United States has apperently just consented
to give treatment to allens at least equivalent te that prescribed
for war prisoners by the 19290 agreement.

Thus 1t seems clear to me that conditions inside the camps

would not necessarlly be changed 1f the Issel were considered
risoners of war (though conditions would very probably get worse).

imilarly, repatriation processes would be little altered one way
or the other. For prisoners, the 19290 Convention provides repatria-
tion or neutral accommodation for certain classes of the siek and
wounded. But the repatriation provision in regard to the mass of
prisoners is largely meaningless and would need implementation by
direct negotiation between the two countries concerned. Agctually,
that direct negotiation 1s now being carried on anyway.

(3) The position of the American citizens, whether they have

dual citizenship or not, is rnlnttvoiilclotr. They are not prison-
ers of war and no mere statement of eglance or non-alleglance ean
make them prisomers. In fact, there is nothing that can be done by
themselves or by snybody else to make them prisconers. If thoI commit
treasonable acts or desert from the ermy, they might lose citizemship,
but under those circumstances they would find themselves confined
under conditions much less satisfying than that of & prisoner of war.

I ap sorry I have no real answers for your questions. If
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you would like me to confuse you (and myself!) further, ask
away, I'm really getting engrossed in the problem,

Best regards to Michi and the others,
Sincerely yours,

Mgrton Grodzins
Hesearch Agsistant

Enclosure

NG :mw



March 23, 1943

My, Earle Yusa

72-10-D

Gila River Relocatlion Project
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Earle:

In reply to your letter of Mareh 3, I sympathlze
with your difficulties of adjustment. Nevertheless, I must
point out that other Nisel who are work for us have pro-
blems just as great as yours, and yet they are golng ahead
realistically and contributing a great deal to the study.

I am glad the contacts on the study have been of positive
::1“ to you, and I still feel that you can make a contribu-
on.,

In order to be eligible for any further checks from
us, you must now submit to us a statement each month, telling
exactly what you have done for the study during the past month,
what situations you have taken notes on, what steps you have
taken to make these notes available to époneor or to me direct-
ly, and so on, This statement should be countersigned b
Spencer and ghould ordinarily be in our hands by the 25th of
the month, This month we are granting an extension of time
to the 30th of the month,

Very sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swalne Thomss

¢c, Mr, Robert Spencer .
Gile River Relocation Project

DST :mw



Block 31, 11 B
Eoston, Arizona
hursday afternoon

Dear Bob,

Finally managed to persuade "Ppincess" Ataloa to
let me go down to Gila next week., Trips to Gila I
understand are on a quota basis and not more than six
from camp I or 12 from all of Poston are permitted to
g0 there in a week. There are approximately 75 or a
100 on the waiting list already so if I followed the
egular proceduré my turn JouWu not have come until June
or July. ®Pince the princess has a soft heart for U,C,
(having lectured at International House on Indian folklore
for several summers) she consented to issue me an emergency
permit, If yoy don't hear from me again please expect
me in Gila on ‘ueud&d, llareh 30th. I am coming down with
Colson who feels she needs s binge in Phoenix also. Our
present plans are to leave on tle 6:30 b“nlﬂ ¢ueuu”"
morning and take the latest bus out to - Gila from Phoenix
on the same day. We would like to spend all of “ednesday
in the center, 1OQV1‘S for Phoenix Thursday “oralné in
time to do a 71t le shopping bsfore® refturning to Poston.
I would anDrec’”*e _Very much if you will.a arrange quarters
for UOlSu’l and"me for “uesday and “ednesday night, I
don't know whab the setup there is for ¢ il 1t
but I hope you can find a room for
I would like %o stay with the

o
A7
I

I was planning to come down Wwith Jimmie T.ﬁﬁdq who is
Tor C!

anxious to see Charlie before he leaves 11cago butb
] make it since the “ﬁyjo ment Upﬁlce is in a
present.

Incidentally, one of your chief ,31_1i__e pigs, DOgasawara,
was here the other day loo“'nr up X with x;zoiua, the
présent leader of the anti- ﬂdwlrlsbrwbion elique in Unit II,
now that his bosq, Yachibana has been locked up in gqrﬂvw1rr
X missed him since he was atte ending the regular meeting of
block menagers at the time but he semmed to hink that
Kuroiwa might have imported him from Gila ‘ecause of
shortage of real leaders in Pogston, or that your friend
vas plaDWWné to transfer to Poston because of domestie
troubles. Anyway, I'11 let you know the details when
I get therel

My regards to Charlie and expect me th ay evening.
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March 26, 1943

Mr. Robert F. Spencer
Gila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Bob:

You certainly sound both happy and actlve, and I am
delighted to hear of the new data that you and Charley are
getting and working on so hard. I am enclosing an employment
form for Miss Sakanashl.

As soon as I got your wire, I wrote to Mr. Holland, air-
mall, specilal delivery, and asked him to wire back about the
leave clearance. I haven't heard anything yet, but will let
you know, of course, immediately. A letter came from Tom in
the last mall yesterday with the good news that his clearance
has come through and he leaves on April 6. Frank, however, has
not yet been so fortunate. I hope to get him and Charley
settled at the same time. It will certainly be a great relief
when we finally get them on the way toward the new work. As
soon as Charley hears that he has been cleared, he should apply
for a military permlt to leave on a specific date and then wire
the Hostel iIn Chicago for reservations, asking them to reply,
collect. He may charge these telegrams on his expense account,
and, incidentally, the same is true of any telegrams he has
sent us in the past.

We received Charley's three diarles and other material.
Yesterday we sent you two more packages of typed diary materlal.
We are now able to keep up to date on what he sends us.

Stop worrylng about Okuno and Hikida., Simply explain to
them that there 1s a war going on and that the Unilversity
Accounting office is very short of personnel and, therefore,
checks are slow in gettling out. We sent in the order for the
checks on March 8 but they just went out on the 24th, This is
no fault of ours, and 1f they reallze that they will get them
eventually, I think there will be no trouble., We have already
sent in a request for their March checks, so it 1is very possible
that they will get them in a few days.

Regards from all here,

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swa iLé Thomas

By S dia it el Ao e S
LL/\JMD.

DST:mw
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March 22, 1943

My. Robert Spencer
Gila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Bob:

I am still walting to hear sgbout Charley's leave clear-
ance. I think I told you that Tom has managed to get his.
Frank's has not come through yet but sinece owing to our con-
fusion we forgot to cancel the plans for the Salt Lake City
conference, Frank has a 30-day permlt and is golng to Minldoka
hoping that the indefinite leave will come through in the
meentime. My plans, naturally, cannot be made definite until
I know that both Charley and Frank will be in Chlcago in May.
Yanaga wants us to come te Denver instead of Salt Lake City.
That would be convenlent for me, and I think it would sult
93 %é?f“k Frank. The only other person Involved is Tamle, unless you
Bk (s would consider it desirable to come to Denver alsoc. I doubt
if this is necessary, and feel that you should be free to make
L s a choice between Denver on the one hand and another trip back
— @asle.  to Berkeley on the other. It is unlikely that we could offer
\T-~-Q~Aqr;°to send you to both places. Sp think it over carefully.
2
28 AT oK I have been a little worried sbout Charley, and think
that the best solution would be for him to wire—Ré=mhon—tie
indefinite leavo—aomes—threvghr—Firer—Fwiid wire Togo Tanaka
to get him reservetions in a Hostel. If Togo 1s not in Chicago(

FYL VS
at that time, Morton says that his Mother will be glad to cﬁ::ﬁ)
arrange something for them. So I think everything will be all PR =

139 wmm right. 45:\.

Will you please explaln to me, by return mail, what you
mean by saying "Spicer is, of course, at Minidoka." Is he
working for Embree there? I want to know as soon as possible
because of the fact that Frank will spend around three weeks
there.

T was amused at your statement that 1f things continue
to be dull you would like to go somewhere else, as I remember
when you first went to Gila you were appalled at the fact that
you couldn't make an orderly study because things were happening
too fast. Now 1t seems that you, too, have become a foreign
correspondent rather than an anthropologist. I think, however,
you will agree that the follow-up at Gila 1s going to be very
important, particularly if, as you say, all the Nisel leaders
are leaving. I am delighted to hear thet you are getting along
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so well on the administrative report. I'm very sorry that Omachi
is 111 and realize his lack of productivity 1s certainly not

hls own fault at present. I trust you to put the heat on him

as soon as he 1s feeling better. I agree with you that we will
probebly hear nothing from Earle and, therefore, we shall just
drop him from the payroll until he writes and indicates that he
1s contributing something. We will really need the money for

the next few months, although it is quite possible that our
budget will ease up again after June.

It looks now as though Billigmeler will either be drafted
or work for Embree. He ls in a state of great indecision since
he has definltely had an offer from Embree, but apparently
nothing has been sald about getting him deferment.

It 1s very good news that your relations with Bennett are
now amlable, and I hope that you will have no trouble when Le
Barron's successor 1s appointed.

Everyone here sends regards. Morton's exam is definitely
scheduled for Saturday, and you can imagine how relieved we will
all be when that is over.

Sincerely yours,
(—.—d

Dorothy Swaine” Thomas




March 31, 1943

lMr. Robert Spencer
Gila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Arizona
Dear Bob:

I am enclosing a check for $100.00 for travel
advance for Charley, whieh please hand to him and explain
how to f111 out the Exemption Certificate.

Your pay check is also enclosed. I see the retro-

active increase is inbluded.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swalne Thomas




@ »

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

April 1, 1943

Mr. Bob Spencer
Gila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Bob:

Recelved your letter of March 27. Your secretary
evidently slipped up for she says "Okuno and, I presume,
Hiklida received 25 checks apiece for February." If this
1s true, we have pald them for two years, so you can stop
sending bills.

Regardlng your Chicago trip, let's not make any
decision about that at the moment, but wait and see what
develops.

Regarding Embree, I want to state emphatically that
he 1s not double-crossing me. If you will look back to my
correspondence, you willl see that I sald I believed Gila
would be one of the last cormunlties In which he would put
a soclal analyst, but 1t has been understood from the
beginning that i1f he could get hold of nine people he would
put one 1n each project. He said absolutely nothing to me
about keeping away from Tule Lake and Gila, and it seems
to me that 1s hils affalr and not ours. I certainly hope
that when Barnett arrives you will make every effort to be
friendlygwith him. Don't get a chip on your shoulder about
Embree, go on about your work. You are well established
In Glla, and need not worry at all about competition. I
trust you to manage these personal relations in a reasonable
way and to stop worrying about unimportant things.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swajne Thomas




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

April 5, 1943

Mr. Robert Spencer
Gila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Arlzona

My dear Robert:

With my exams over (and passed!), I now become again more
than just a part-time worker on the Evacuation & Resettlement
Study. Dorothy has asked me to write you concerning your
financial sltuation in response to some questions you raised
in your last letter.

On the attached page you will find an itemized 1list of
the expenditures which you have authorized to date at Gila.
These expendltures were incurred following our consultation in
October, 1942, at which it was agreed that you would have the
sum of §$1615.00 to spend for general assistance at Gila. This
sum of $1615.00 was not to include either (a) your salary, (b)
Kiruchi‘s salary, (c¢) Yusa's salary, e (d) traveling expenses,ore)
Supplies,

As you can see, you have spent a total of $847.50 to date.
Actually, all of thls money has been paid within the last five
months, that is, since November 1, 1942. If you continue to
spend at the same rate for the next five months (that is, until
August 31, 1943 when the new budget begins), you would be con-
giderably overdrawn around August 1 on the present budget.
Therefore, Dorothy has agreed that you can have $150.00 added
to your Gila budget. In other words, you now have a balance
of $917.50. This is the absolute maximum figure that our budget
can allow you, sSo please stick within it! I strongly recommend
that you keep track of what you authorize for us to pay out,
so that you can know where you stand at any given moment. If
you don't keep such a record, you're bound to find yourself short
again toward the end of the fiscal year. And then, very probably,
we will have no way of adding to your resources. So be careful!

The added sheet shows that 1f you keep Omachi, Okuno and
Hikida on regularly you will have the respectable sum of $355.00
for further case histories and secretarial aid. It would seem a
ood idea to me for you to keep your secretarial aid to about
$50.00 per month, which has been your recent average. This would
then leave you $155.00 for extra case histories, emergency help,
and payment to guch people as Ochi, etc.

Dorothy and I have also worked out a travel budget to
which we must stick. You have $120.00 more for traveling during
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the current fiscal year. Out of this, Dorothy says you must
make one trlp to Berkeley during July for a conference with

her. As for the remainder, you have the choice of the Denver
meeting or of another trip to Berkeley. Dorothy thinks you
should "consider very carefully" whether or not you think Denver
is worthwhile. The budget is so constricted that the Denver
meeting might seem unnecessary to you since it will be a hurried
one.

I think that all this plus the attached sheet will give
you an accurate picture of your financial situation. However,
1f you have any questions don't hesitate to ask them. Now, to
the other points in your last letter, which Dorothy has asked me
to answer:

1. There is no reason for the slowness in the payment to
Hikida and Okuno being an embarrassment to you. Every-
thing around here runs behind time, because of the
shortage of manpower. We ride the business office as
much as we possibly can without irritating them. As.
you know, we have done everything we can to get the
checks to your people on time; it seems to me that they
should understand your explanation about our difficulties
here. Incidentally, you ought to write me or Mrs. Wilson
direct about such matters in the future, if you hawve to
relieve your conscience to somebody. The boss gets
irritated too sometimes. (This line deleted from the
carbon!)

Miss Sakanashl's payrogll slip went in this morning.

We made an exceptlon her and sent in her name after

the first of the month, though that makes the business office
lrritated too. After this, we would appreciate your
getting in the time slips of the stenographic assistants
around the 25th of each month. ;

Fukushima's case history bill went in this morning too.
On this sort of payment, we can send bills through the
business office anytime during the month.

The financial commitments discussed in the last paragraph
of page one of your letter are matters that you yourself
must decide after you examine the budget statement that

1 have attached. There is no reason to drop Ochi, unless
you belleve you can use the money he has been getting to
better advantage. If you want to use a piece of your
unencurbered balance for your Canal block manager, that
again 1s a decision for you to make. Only, &gain, keep
track of what you spend.

Dorothy wants me to tell you that she sympathizes with
you and your Tamie troubles. But she doesn't want them
to Qet you down. As for myself, I don't see why you can't
handle Tamie In that excellent manner you seem to have had




in handling the PRairie Flower.

I cannot believe the University could have sent you used
typewriter ribbons. If they did, you ought to send them
back so that I can show them a little irritation on my own
part. Also, we could get a budet credit. (Incidentally,
you still get all the supplies you need without any charge
against your budget.) The typewriter ribbons we have been
getting have seemed used; actually, they have just been war
ribbons.

In regard to the Denver trip, your attendance is a matter
of your own discretion (within budgetary limits), and

Omachl 1s definitely not invited. There is simply nothing
for him to do or learn there. The same incidentally, goes
for Charley, unless his leave clearance i1s late and he wants
to stop off en route for a day. Nelther Shibutani nor
myself are invited, so it's an exclusive party.

. You are right about Yanaga. After receiving the suggestlon
from Frank, and after consultation with Lowie and Aiken,
Dorothy asked him to wrlte a historical introduction %=
for the Study, a soclal history of the Japanese in
California. Thls will not be done this year since Yanaga
1s too busy, but Dorothy thought a consultation with him
at this time would be of some value.

Dorothy thinks 1t would be very inadvisable for you to go
to Chicago at this time, even at your own expense. She
wants to have the full time of the people there for her

own preliminary planning. On the other hand, she thinks

it would be very desirable for you to go to Chicago later,
shortly after the beginning of the new budget, that 1is in
September or October. By that time, you could really per-
form a valuable function of supplying continuity of leader-
ship since Dorothy will not be able to return by that time.
Incidentally, I am not going until late in the summer or
the Fall, since D.S.T. tells me I will only be "underfoot"
at this time. Dorothy also thinks you will be particularly
needed at Gila now that Charley will be gone, and that the
community is undergoing Important changes due to the with-
drawal of Niseil leadership. Also she thinks that by the
Fall you wlll be able toBPétter{ arrange ffor somebody to
take observations 1in your absence.

This has been an over-long letter. I send my best regards
to you and to the Kikuchi's. Also to the Prairie Flower. i




GILA BUDGET (PAYMENTS AUTHORIZED BY ROBERT SPENCER

Total Budget Approximation for General Assistance,
September 1, 1942 to August 31, 1943 o e s 361500

Encumbrances:
Joe Omachi g i $312.50
Y. Okuno b ate P 125.00
Hikida : e 125,00
Matsumoto % 10.50
Ochi . 30,00
Yamamoto v . 15.00
Kikuchi S . 91.256
Otomo aale i 118.28
Sakanashi §iea . 5.00

Fukushima ot 15,06

Total expenses as of 4/5/43
Balance as of 4/5/43

Extra Appropriation, 4/5/43

If Okuno, Hiklda and Omachl are retalned until
August 77 thelr salaries will be:

Okuno. mos. € $25.00
Hikide R "
Omachi $62.50

Balance for secretariasl and other genersl
assistance for 5 months A o $355.00

Y -21-¥3 L2
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April 5,1943

Dear Charlie,

Tour letter of April 1 just arrivede. I_ indeed hope you
will be able to get out on schedule. I wired "r. Holland several
days agao and asked for a telegraphic reply( collect) but those birds
don't even answer telegrams. Frank Miyamoto also has not received
clearance, but he got out on "short term leave® and has gone to
minidoka to wait for final release. Tom is merrily en route to
Chicago.

I am pretty sure I wrote either you or Bob about wiring Togo
Tanaka (at our expense) re hostel reservations as soon as your plans
are definite. We have told him to expeet a wire from you, and I
know you can count on the maximum of cooperation from him,

Address him c-o American Friends Sarvice Committee, 350 West Belden
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. - As you know, I have authorized a
stop-over in Topaz for jou, if you find this desirable. Then, go
on along to Ghicago. and we will see you soon and do some tall
planning.

I already sent you a travel dvance of $100, for oue nesver
knowe what sorts of emergencies ma, arise, and you might as well .

have it nov instead of waiting for the wheels in the accountants
office to grind slowly and reimburse you later, Keep the detailed
account, as previously instructed, just the same.

Re WrA assistancem, it eertainly looks as thouzh Bette would
be eligible, dbut I am not so sure about Emik®, since apparently you
have to declare "cash on hand" and "earnings for the la ¢t six months",
By the way, the WRA knows about your earning for the UC study( at
least, Embree does). I agree that it 1s cuite illogical that
the costs of resettlement are not being met, but there are many
illogical points in the whole procedure. Re your bookd, again
I suggest that you write Togo, for I am sure he will be able to
arrange the thing for you. If not, they could be sent to 7I's
beother, Dr. Henry Thomas, 6530 Unjversity Avenue. Let me know
if you want to do the latter, and I will inform Henry to expect them.

Enclosed a letter from the St.Paul people. ZLhey ceriainly
sound cooperative in many ways( in spite of their doubts about the
"Japanese face" which make me pretty tired). I still don't think
SP a very good bet for study yet, but we will discues the wHole thing
with Mr. Shirrell and others. I had a letter from Mr. Shirrell,
on his own initiative, offering us all possible cecooperation. In
addition to work contacts which he can certainly facilitate, I am
sure he will help in getting Emiko a job until she moes to college.
\nyway, Chicago as a starter is obviously called for. .




Bggarding the point you make that "events have been taking place
so fast th-t $% is almost impossible to make analysis and conclusions
out of any speeific event ™, 4% is, in my opiniom, theoretically '
the ecorrect position. What we are doing is writing up history as
it oecurs, and we shall clearly have to have the whole story before
we ean reach any safe conclusionsa I have found it impossible to
get any help from the historians( e.gs MM Knight, with whom I have
diseussed the matter) because they r fuse to pass a judgment on the
"sighificance" of a situation or & tr end until after a sufficient
period of time has elapsed. If we carried this point to its
ultimate logic, however, we would find ourselves in the sad dtuation
that historians are im generally, ie, NX% wi th bits of unsatisfactory
documents on which they base very large generaligzations. So, vhat
we try to do is to write up certain segments, as of a given point of
time, as if the situation were stabilized. We draw tentative cone
elusicns. Then we eontinue to make observatione, add to our data,
and revise our conclusions. In this way, we will have & real Jjump
on the historians when the whole thing is over, or when it rezches
a point of relative stabilitye. Bob has been particularly successful
in utilizing %h4is approachs Some of the others have had rcal
difficulties with it, for doubts similar to the omes yor raise ceen
to them to be Amsurmountablee On the whole, however, I am gresily
pleased with the progress we have made, and I think the method will
prove to be valid, imn the lomg run. The r 2son I take such &
strong stand about having reports writtem up while the whole thing is
going on is that so many gap® in the record can be detected and filled
while memory is still fresh. In other words, we add to our "mass of
data" while we go alonge Nothing is so unsatisfactory as making
" an analysis from "stale" field notes, and nothing leads %o greater
danger of subjectivity and bias, On the other hand, conclusions
should always be regarded as tentative until we have the whodd thing
well under control.

" Now that Morton has passed his qualifying exams{ incidentldy
with diegtinction) he is returning to your acecount of the JACL and
hase already a great number of duestions regarding poin¥s which you
can readily fill in now. And I am working, similarly, on an
outline of the social welfare sections I do think that both of these,
and, inddéd, a good many analyses cam be made right now, from your
notes, and thzt they will be extremely valuable in pointing the way
for the eolleetion of further data by those who will still be in the
reloostion centerse Incidentally, I wiech youm would do what you can
to keép Bob from getting too seriously infected with "resettlement
fever®, |Hell, he isa't an evacueel Seriocusly, I would be greatly
disturbed if he soured too much onm Gila, for he is doing fine work, and,
with you going out, he is needed there more than ever. What has
happened to all his old anthropological zeal? See what you can

o for the boy s morale.
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Just one more péint. I wrote Tom a week or so age, as
. followss '

"I have only one admonition, and that is, be reticént about
discussing the types of material and our findbngs, even with our
frinds( and the Chicago University people are, I assure youw, all
friends.) Avoid interviews, and ofecourse, do not give spesches or
write articles for publication, since, in getting our contacts and our
grant, the senior staff has had to pledge 'no publicity'. I am sure
you understand this, but wanted to moke the whole thing pe fectly elear,
¥e shall of-course, have a much freer hand ‘on the outside', but I surely
hope part of our study will be able 0 continue * on the inside' for thes
duration, and we have to wateh our steps in order not %o do anything
that might jeopardize this," ' |

Tom's last letter indicated gratitude that I had told him “to
keep his mounth shut", for, he said, “the Christian guys" were after
him already, 50, I pass the same admonition z2long to you. A8 a
matter of fact this pledge of ourse is a great convenience. I think
I have been able to turn down requests for a spesch or an article om
the average, once every ten days since the thing began, The
Christians are particularly insistenty and this is an easy way out,

I am sorry Tamie was so temperamental, and hope she left without
any more fireworks. All here send regards, and give ny best %o all
the family. Please let me know immediately about your elearance,

. since the date of our depayiure depe de im part om your plans.

Sincerely yours,




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

Mr. Robert Spencer
Glla River Relocation Project
Rivers, Arlzona

Dear Bob:

A recent letter from Dr, Embree says:

"Our present most pressing problem, incidentally,
1s what are the reslstances to relocation on the part
of residents in centers and how may these be overcome."

Anything you can send me that would be enlightenin
to him would be greatly appreclated. As you know, I me
write him a letter occasionally, and I do not Indicate
any case the source of my , but 1t would be helpful
me if you could give me a little special ammunition.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

April 7, 1943

Mr. Robert F, Spencer,
Gile War Relocation Center,
Rivers, Arizona,

Dear lir. Spencer:

Many thanks for your letter of April 1. I was glad to hear
also, even though indirectly, about Miss Tsuchiyama,

As for George, I believe Mrs. Lowie has written him recently. I am glad
that he has at last the certain chance of visiting within Arizona, and I hope
there will be nothing to prevent his joining us in the Middle West in the
summer .

Wallace has just been inducted, so that our graduate students on the campus
are now reduced to Misses Hurni end Hankey.

With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA April 9, 1943

Mr. R, F. Spencer,
Gile Relocation Center
Rivers, Arizona.

Dear Spencer:

I have your letter of April 1, Thanks for advising me of your
dead line. I am sorry that my recollections are hazier then they ought to be
of what you told me in our few moments sandwiched in between two classes. 1
think you said you had lived in Japan, Will you not let me know how long your
residence was, what you were doing, and about how much knowledge of Jepanese
you have, both speaking and reading. If you have taken any work in Japanese
with the Oriental Department in Berkeley, or have had contacts with any of its
members, I should also like to kmow about that. The reeson I esk is that an
agreement has been reached in principle that the University is to offer en Army
training progrem for administrators, but that our Oriental Department has been
pertly stripped of steff and advenced students by other goverrment agencies. It
would of course be up to the Oriental Department to decide whom they wanted to

have help them teach under the program, but I know they have been worried. Also,
I am afraid that the program will not be organized until some time after April 20,
All in all, therefore, I am dubious of anything coming of my inquiry, but things
are so uncertain these days, I feel we should at least thoroughly explore every
possibility, especially if you might be interested. If you can let me have the
information right away, I ought to be able to advise you by April 20 whether or
not there are any prospects. Thenks a lot,

Sincerely yours,

04T Koroeler

ALK:GHB
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

April 15, 1943

Mr. Robert Spencer
Gil

ila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Bob:

Dorothy
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eekend 3 simply to acknowledge your 1€tter of

pri L, and xplain Dorothy's late reply.
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It seems to me that your ans wers to Embree's questlions
are sufficient for him, though I have no idea how complete
Dorothy wants to go into the matter with him., In any case,
she will write you about it on her return.

Things are dead here, too. I went bats

rying to write a report and you, unknowingly, saved my
life. I found one of your o 1 Saturday Evening Post's
under my desk and read a 'rip roaring' war story, which

llately made me feel be

o

With Charley gone, I presume you will have more time
rote to the Prairie Flower. Just don't forget the
blonde completely.

h
y you

n

Ucrton Gro




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINT HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

April 19, 1943

Mr., Robert Spencer
Gila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Bob:

I have been in Tule Lake most of the past week and
that accounts for my not answering your letters,

Please don't worry about your report. You are cer-
tainly not one of my problems as far as productivity is
concerned, If everyone did reports of the high callber of
yours, I would feel guite sure of the sucecess of the study.

The situation at Tule Lake 1is still very unsettled,
as one-third of all the people have not yet registered.
Dillon Myer was there trying to straighten things out, but
it certainly looks like a major headache. Jimmy is doing
fine work and 1s content to stay as long as it is possible.
Kay Hisatomi is goling to work up the report on the farm,
and George Sakoda 1s preparing a similar one on the hog
farm. It looks as though our structural report there is
fairly well in hand. I'll write more shortly, but this is
just to let you know what I have been doing.

I am indeed glad to hear that Charley has finally
left, and hope he has no troubles in Chicago. Tom doesn't
like Chicago, but I think he will adjust in the course of
time.

All here send regards.

Sjnegrely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas

DST :mw




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

April 19, 1943

Mr. Robert Spencer,
Gila Relocation Center,
Rivers, Arizona,

Dear Spencer:

Your letter of the 14th only ceme to me this morning, and
I am afraid my reply will reach you too late to affect your decision
in regard to application by April 20.

I think there are possibilities that we might have work for you
under our prospective Army program on the ethnology, history, and current
conditions of Japan, apart from the teaching of language, which will
occupy only about one-third of the program. Unfoartunately, no contract
hes been signed and the curriculum has been blocked out only in the rough—
est sort of way. [Neither is there any telling when we shall lmow precisely
what we are to dos All I can say is thet if I am drawn into the program
I should want someone to help me, because the Army has said that they want
not merely lectures but follow-up in the way of ™laboratory," by which,
presumably, they mean something like supervised study, edditional drill, eor
exercise, I am entirely in the dark as to how far I shall be in the curric-
ulum, nor is it lmown whether our Oriental program is to begin in July,
October, or January. All we kmow is that we have been selected as an
institution which is to teach on Japen, subject to the working out of the
contract, ;

This is all T can say, because it is all that I know, If you decide
not to go into the language school, we ought to know before July what our
program is and whether there would be a place in it for youe If then we
do not begin until October or January, and Dr. Thomas could get you another
deferment, you would be free to go on with your present work or to Join up
here if we have anything and if you wished,

The University has had a letter from the War Department which is meant
to aid it in protecting draft-liable people whom it wishes to teach in its
program. Inasmuch as we &s yet have no currieulum, we could hardly use
this assistance on behalf of anyone at present, but I believe that by July 1
we shall have our curriculum at least fairly well blocked out and could then
supplement Dr. Thomas's efforts.

I am sorry that I have to be so hazy,‘but the University's plans are still
too undeveloped for me to say more.

Sincerely yours,

U4 X Anocler_




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

April 21,1943
Lear Bob,

I was glad to get your letter of April 18. Also had a
note from Charlie, giving his new address. I immediately wrote
him and suggested contacts that might be useful if he wants to
get into Hull House. Mr. Shirrell will be most helpful, I =am
sure, Tom reports that Shirrell refused to let the Chicago
boys( Park, Redfield and Eughes) have any of his records, on the
grounds that we have priority with WRA and he didn't want the
Japanese bothered by "outsiders®, Swell guy. I wish there
were more like him, Apparently he is waiting my arrival with
enthusiasm and is all prepared to "dish the dirth.

Your approach re Barnett seems perfectly Embree reports ths
Barnett knows me, but I must confess I don't remember him. Was
he ever around Yale? I probably just met him at a conference.
Tou are correct in assuming that you should not show him any
manuscripts, for if you do, it Jjust opens the door to Embree again,
And I hope that we have defined our relations with him once and for
all. Did I tell you that Dillon Myer sent for me while I was at
Tule Lake? I was pretty scared, but think I manazed to put on
a "smooth" performance. We certainly are developing techniques
of intrigue, Frank reports at lenghbh about his effolts %o
create the "keen young man" impression at Minidoka, and he is
apparently meeting with great success and getting a lot of data.
Frank wsays that the social analyst there, de Young, is being met
with suspicion on all hands, but that he has managed to get some
pretty competent evacuees working for him.

Your plan to work with Omachi sounds perfect, also. I think
the boy has very good possibilities, but he obviously doesn t know
how to get his observations orgzanized, If you can give him more,
time, I am quite sure he will come through.

I am counting on great things from you at Gilal This
new phase of the study is going to be an important one, for the
project will certainly change in many respects’e

Before leaving for Chicago, I will see Chaney again about
your draft status, We have the letters on file, indicating the
impossibility of finding a "replacement" for you' and I am quite
hopeful about getting your 2B extended. So don' t worry, aad
don't do anything rash about the Military Intelligence. I haw
made an excellent contact with Colonel Robert Hall of the Office
of 8tragegic Services in San Francisco. He was professor of
geography at Michigan and was on the SSRC,. He is one swell
fellow, very ummilitary and very intelligent. If the worst
comes along, I will push your case with him, for he needs Japanese
specialists. But I am confident and hopeful about keeping you,

azx for you have certainly proved to be an "essential man."

Morton is ¢ harmed with t%e new devalggment in your love life.
ours, B




HEADQUARTERS
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE LANGUAGE SCHOOL

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT

SAVAGE, MINNESOTA

April 22, 1943

Mr. Robert F. Spencer
Glla Relocation Center
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Mr. Spencer:

Thank you for your telegream of April 21 in
which you state that you wish to withdraw your
avplication for the Army Language School.

We appreciate your letting us know, which in
turn will enable us to make rocom for one more that
is desirous of coming.

1 find your pleece in thie

Hoping, that you wi i
8t in these times, I remain

war effort as we 8ll1l mu

Yours very truly,

ZRL T. ‘GOULD

Lt. Colonel, Cavalry
Director of Personnel
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA -

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL April 24,1943

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

Dear Bob,

Glad to get your letter of April 21st. We put in the order for
the supplies. Also the various payroll items will be taken care of.
I have phoned for an appointment with Chaney for next week, when I
shall take up your problem and Morton's in a preliminary way.
Am certainly looking foward to your and Charlie's report, which has not
arrived yet but will undoubtedly come in on Monday.

I am very much excited about your plans for block analyses. I
am enclosing a memorandum that Morton wrate( primarily for Jinmy
Sakoda) suggesting some of the important aspectfs of the block political
structure and dynamics’e I have made arrangements with Evelyn
Rose to get a ssatistical tabulation block-wise for the populastion &t
Tule Lake. This will be rather experimental. If it works out,
I shall prees to get the same thing for Gila. That will make the
sampling problem easier, and will also throw a great deal of light on
sectional wvariations. I wish you would send me your outline or
memorandum on block analysis before the end of the week. Tamie and
X are also planning some sort of a block study, and I should like to
get some sort of uniformity im at least part of the analysis.,

I note from the Gila News that Poston has an infantile paralysis
epidemic. I hope this does not mean that Tamie will be unable to
go to Denver. We are leaving here next Sunday( May 25 and will
spend three days in Denver, arriving in Chicago May 7. Frank and
Michi will go on to Chicago from Denver with us. No, I do not
think it is necessary for you to go to Denverl

Yes, WI says he remembers Barnett. It is splendid that he is
such a cooperative fellow. I am glad Opler did not go to Gila,
as he is a sort of crude and ®ifficult personality, although I under-
stand his work is good. He is at Manzanar. His boother( inferior
I understand) is going to Tdle Lakels Leonard Bloom turned down the
cffer,

Re your coming to Berkeley soon, I think you can be helfpful in
a very difficult problem that I have on my hands, but which I will
have to turnm over to "surrogates®, due to my trip to Chicago. The
problem is Billigmeier, I have certainly failed in getting him on
the path. I have pressed continually to get something from him,
however crude, that I could criticize &nd thus see how he was coming
along. He has disregarded every one of a series of deadlines I have
set, not from cussedness( he is really a fine fellow) , but apparently
because of the mental conflicts that the evacuation has set up.
He is a very disturbed person, He finally, yesterday, came through
with a manuscript on the schools( one of three that is due now, the
others being the registration crisis and the administration)es It is
unmitigat&ﬂi% terrible. The boy has spent an enormous amount of time
in bullding

p contacts and getting inside information, yet he finds
it impossible to systematize his observations or even to give us the
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observations in their crude forms Morton has gone wer the manuscript
carefully, and agrees with me completely in my appraisal. Now, the
point is, how can we salvage somethi from Billigmeier's work, and at
the same time "save his face™? y proposed solution is a three
day conference( maybe less) with you and Morton, &k which he has ALL
of his notes, and at which you and Morton fire questions at him while
Mrg, Wilson takes the whole thing down in shorthand. This puts

a burden on you, I realize, but if I wait till I get back from Chic%o
it is just plain too late. Also, I feel that you and Morton can
actually do a better job with him than I can| Morton knows pretty
well the sorts of reports I want, he is bright and quick, and a good
organizer of material. You have the background in another project
and are also kright and quik and a good organizer. It seems to
me terribly important to save what we can in this situation. Our
other Tule Lake collaborators mre naturally wondering what the hell
Bob has up his slaeve, and I simply cannot show them the drivel he

has turned outls

So, please reply by rettnn mail( airmail special delivery) whether

you would be willing to share the white man's burden with Morton,
for a period not to exceed three days, beginning Wednesday May 12,
Then I will write Bob and tell him to appear with his notes and un-
finished manuscripts. I think I can handle it in a way that will
not hurt his pride. At the same time, I feel it necessary to tell
you the whole story so you will know what is involved,

You may, of-course, stay longer than three days, on other matters)

This would give you a valid excuse to use travelling expensess
At the same time, you can gee your doctor, and confer with Lowie.
Speaking of Lowie, he and I call each other by our first names now,
and it is really delightful when at the end of a telephone conversa-
tion he says "Bye, bye, Dorothy."

Miss Colson landed here at the beginning of the week. Believe
i1t or not, Leighton sent her up for a period of two weeks to write a
report on "pre-evacuation phases", something that Morton is spending
full time on, and has been for almost a yearl She is certainly
a shy femme's She didn't ask me for anythigg at all, and I shooed
her over to Mrs. Kingman of the Fair Play Committee. As Morton
said "What a charming, vivacious girlt"

One more thing: 0f all the people who have been With us from
the beginnigg, Jimmy, who has certainly gserved faithfully and well,
has had the worst break, i1.e. concentration camp for more than a year
with no relief through outside trips. I feel that by the end of
May or the beginning of June, Tule Lake will either have settled its
problems so that he can leave for a conference with keto without
being branded an inug, or else Udle Lake might hs well close upe
Therefore, I am suggecting that he meet WI and me in Salt Lake City
on our return trip from Ghicago} At the same time, I think he should
hage a chance to look in at one or two othef¥ pro jects.n Because of
his Tylare experience, Gila would be the begt bet, .and I think he could
be very useful to you in giving you some ofyfthe Tulare background.
So, if convenient to you, I shoul@ like him to spend a few days at
Gila shortly after the first of June. I imagine he can arrange this
rather easily, as he has so many friends from Tulare. What do youm
say?

Hoping to hear from you by return mailx, Yours,
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

April 26, 1943

Mr. Robert Spencer,
Gile Relocation Center
Rivers, Arizone.

¥

Dear Mr. Spencer;

Just & brief note to acknowledge your letter of April 19 with
enclosure. As you doubtless know, Dr. Thomes expects to go to Colorado, ete,,
presently and will be gone ebout six weeks,

I can quite sympathize with your worries on account of the draft. As
regards Wallace, however, I have the reassuring news that after a week in
Monterey he was definitely rejected and is back on the campus.

I have not yet had a chance to read your report on mess operations, for
the new course on Europe is keeping me very busy. I have never previously
had an cccasion to wrestle with such things as Bulgarian history and folk

customs of" the ethnography of modern Greece. It is all very interesting, but
not exsctly what I would normally choose by way of preference.

Thanks for keeping Ochi's loan of my book in mind. There is of course
no particuler hurry, so long as I get the copy back.

Glad to hear about George's continuing to play an active role in camp
activities.

Mrs. Lowie joins me in best wishes,

Sincerely yours,
&ﬁ)-r.. ’”{5412C2f22. y oy ollrvas A?‘/LL4AALquAL 7;L_
He 227 JM,?/W}ZELZL(K—é. jj’”‘*ir" _
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April 26,1943 5;15 pm
Lear “od
Tour MAGNUM opus arrived about half an hour ago. Morton and I
have both been thumbing through it. It is a wonderful performance,
Judging from first impressions. I will take it home tonight and
get through m ore of it, This is Just the note you asked for to
acknowledge receint, Morton will write you about the budget
situation. But don't worry about the restrictions we set up, for,
as I have often told you, we will see that you get adeqfiate support for
the work you are doing. Tou will understand that we have to set

bounds, however, or we should be in real trouble.
ore later,




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA April 27, 1943

Mr. Robert Spencer,
Gilas Relocation Center,
Rivers, Arizona.

Dear Spencer:

Thanks for the information in yours of the 22d. I hope and
think you have done wisely. Beardsley wrote me some time ago, and Elmendorf
quite recently, but they were both pretty guarded in what they said,. It is
all a bit shocking.

To date I know nothing more about our program. As yet we have not even
an organization. I am sure it will go through, but I do not know whether I shall
be connected with the teaching, the direction, or both, or neither; nor what
assistance I may be allowed if I participate., I do know that if I am in on it,
I shall need help, and shall certainly keep you in mind; although until I kmow
more definitely what I am to do I cannot judge who the person may be who will
fit the needs. I am delighted to know that you are likely to be available for =
while longer.

Sincerely yours,

4.7 lhoben




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

April 27, 1943

Mr, Robert Spencer
Gila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Bob:

Matters of finance again. Dorothy is exceedingly busy
trying to clean up things before her trip. Divest thyself of
thy blossoms and lend an ear: You are right that the budget,
as outlined in my letter to you of April 5, runs through
August 31. You are also right that, after paying George Onoda

$30.00 you will have approximately $60.00 per month for secre-
tarial help. Dorothy completely approves of this plan and
leaves it to you entirely whether or not you divert any of this
$60.00 monthly to Ochi and others.

Between ourselves, I would like to tell you that I think
Dorothy will approve your going over the budget as outlined in
my previous letter. The point 1is, however, that things are so
wcertain that we cannot promise you any more. I suggest that
you keep within the plan you outlined in your last letter to
Dorothy. Then, 1f you want to exceed it--say for an honorarium
or some extra typing--drop me a note stating specifically the
amount you want 1n excess of the budget. I will reply imme-
dlately, and I repeat that I think we can approve reasonable
amounts over and above what has been promised you in the past.
Is all this elear? If you have any questions, please fire away.
The whole polnt is: we have definitely set aside for you the
budget I outlined on April 5; we think we can give you small
amounts in excess of that budget; but we want you to tell us
in advance of any expenditures you wish to incur in excess of
that budget; and we think we can find the money for these ex-
penditures. :

I might add that 1f you keep sending in reports of the
size of the last one, Dorothy would probably be tempted to fire
the whele caboodle of us and turn over all the money to you.

Now to other matters:

l. We do not have any of the manuals or administrative
bulletins that you have listed in your last letter. Dorothy is
writing the natlonal WRA office tp ms¢e 1f she can get coples of
them and, in fact, coples of thgﬁgvfies cf administrative orders,an,
Mesnwhile, we think it would be a very good idea for you to send




those items you listed as belng partlicularly valusble. We will
copy them and return them to you as soon as possible. We agree
that the expense of copying them should not be charged against
your budget.

2. Your supplles and stamps have been sent and you should
have them by the time you recelve this note. Do you need any-
sthing else?

As for the money originally allocated for Earle and not
used. That was redistributed some months ago when it was
necessary to make plans for the full-time employment of Charley
and Tom. Actually, the blggest part of 1t 1s represented by the
$150.00 added to your budget on April 5. Therefore, I am afraid
you will have to keep your fingers out of that pie. I hope that
the procedure outlined above willl be satisfactory, however.

It seems to me that I detect some sinister linkage between
your new membership in the sumo club and your recent acquisition
of a second girl. I understand that success in sumo is rewarded
by the conferring of a belt and faney clothes. What happens

when you win with the women?




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

May 1, 1943

My . Robert Spencer
Gila Relocatlion Project
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Bob:

I am enclosing your check. This afternoon I am planning
to go over your outline for block analysls and send you some
comments. I have written Jimmy and asked him to consider going
to Gila toward the end of May. You may want to cormunicate with
him directly, his address is 2519-C. I hope that nothing will
interfere with your plans to be in Berkeley on the 12th. You
should in fact plan to get here a couple of days before that,
so that you can go over Bob's material, T am countling on your
cooperation there and promise that I won't glve you too many
of these dlsagreeable jobs.

I am taking the Spencer-Kikuchi manuserlipt along with me
to read on the train and will send you comments. I am certalnly
impressed with the scope of the thing and feel you have done a
fine job. You'd better bring your own copy of the report along
with you when you come, and 1t 1s possible that 1t could be
typed up while you are here, and certainly the other Bob can
profit by reading it. (alsoc Morton) I may add that Morton
dictated the last sentemnce.

I saw Chsney, and have wrltten him a long letter about
you and Morton. You cen see this when you come to the office.
Cheney feels that you have a very easy draft board, so We are
hopeful that everything will be all right.

My address in Chicago 1s Room 502, Soclal Sclence Research
Building, University of Chicago.

8incerely yours,
T

Dorothy Swaine Thomas

Enclosure

DST :mw
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OTTFICE FOR EXERGENCY NANWAGENLNT
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Dear Bob,

Thanks for dropping me 2 line, 2nd I'm so
you didn't enjoy your trip to Berkeley, but I
Jjust being

up for it. Or do you miss your okoko and geta?

T'11 still be here when you come back since
the day of our (Rubie's and mine) departure has been
postponed to June 8. I'm also expecting a soldier
friend of mine to drop in some time tomorrow or the
next day. '

Received a sixteen-page masnuscript from Bmiko
telling me ebout her trip to Chicago and what to pre=
pare for, but mostly sbout how she misses all of us
here, especially & certain "Black Magic". Mariko is
enjoying Gila's rest-

still here and I'm sure she is a
ful (?) atmosphere since she has made menv friends.

Well, Joe hasn't given me any more dictation
since you left 've been taking a vacation, that
is, in the afternoons. Still holding down the J.A.C.L.
office in the U.A.5., but nothing's doing in the way
of agitation and the like.

I'm enclosing my bill for services sand hope that
17 .
U nex

I'm not too late. ntil next week then, S0 Long......

3ine




2519-C, Newell
Tule Lake, California
HMay 19, 1943

Dear Bob,

Dr. Thomas has arranged for _a short trip to Gila and
then a conference in hoenlgf which I am looking for-
ward to. It'll be nice to see a different center, and
especially Gila, because I know a few people there, at
east. I'l11 want to talk things over with you, too,

and maybe we can get something worthwhile out of the
whole thing. I expect to have a little fun, if T don't
get anything else,

I'm winding up my psychology class here on May 28, and
I'11 be able to lLeave tne first part of June. 1I'm
thinking of leaving on trne first, second or the third,
and I'11 let you knowdéfinitely when I get my plans
set. . I would zalso like to hear from you abgut arrange-
ments at your end, snd what date is convenient Ior me

0 leave. I'll probably ket the date myself and let you
know. You might wire if it's urgent enougn

I hope Gila isn't too hot yet. I don't think I'1ll enjoy
the trip df 3Ibodis,

The Study here is just about wiped out. Bob Billigmeir
is gett 1FF/fg be dre ited and I'1l be the only one here.
I have a friend or two > keeping dizmries, but that's
about all. However, since st of our structural report
is already written, it won' e so hard just keeping up
with the current trends. I have another section to write
--the economic section--which I dread undertaking. 1
don't think I will till I come back from Gila.

I wish you would let me know as soon as possible what I
can exyvect in tue way of accommodation, etec,, so that I
will know what to take along. Let me know how hot or
cold it is, because it's important. Here it's still
enilly in ine mornings and Cveﬁln_u usual 1y, but swell
during the day. Hope you don't have duststorms.

Welly; I"1ll be waiting to hear from you.

So long,

thich camp do T

e hrt,




Dear Sumo-‘an gan,
I decided that * should at least write you
one letter considering the fact that we were such intimate
friends in the concentration camp. I hope that your ribs
are in good shape now. -I was shocked to hear that you were
treated so roughly. Are you sure that they were broken in
a sumo match, or did you do it in a private wrestling match
with the Desert “ose? (I assume that the rose is the kibei
girl.)
We have been having quite 2 rain storm here for the
past ten days. Many areas of the mid-west are now flooded.
I suppose that it is broiling hot at Gila right now. I
certalinly am'glad that I got out of that hell hole.
ihere is not much use of my accounting all of my
adventures here in the Windy Gity. Mariko will probably tell
you all. Emiko and Bette send their greetings. They are
adjusting themselves quite nicely to this nww life, and so
far, they have enjoyed their stay here. The city is black, with
soot and minority brothers. &#bout the only beautiful spot is
along the Lake Front which has some scenery which is equal
to that of SF. When we first came here, everthing w as bare,
but all 6f the green foliage have now come out of hibernation.
We have a rather nice apartment, only paying $30.00 a month
rent for it after making seme deals. ®“miko is golng to start
work with a scsle company next week at $90.00 a month. PTette

works part time (2 hours daily) in our apartment house and she

mekes $30.00 a month. ‘his fimés mm us up rather comfortablyg.




As far as the Study is concerned, we haven't got going
yet. We have been spending most of the time figuring out a
working outline. At present, the emphasis willxgmkxg be put
upon a case study approach. Dorothy, WI, Frank and fom have
done most of the work on the outline, I have been an interested
participant without mueh to offer. ”orothy has been pestered
with all sorts of WRA officials and evacuees seeking help
in getting employment. You would think thst our office here
was an employment agency. Yesterday, ﬁorothy spent the whole
day in getting contacts for Prof. Obaba. (He was beaten up
at fopaz.) “he also made the initial contacts for Smiko's
job.
However, we will definitely get going next week, 1 hope.

"e have to locate the Nisel. 4#lthough they are pouring into

the Gity, they are scattered out all over. —hus far, there

has been no noticeable self-segregation. The housing problem
is most difficult and they have to take what they can get. <There
is little or no discrimination., <1his housing problem is generally.
Even DST had a hell of a time. She is now staying with one of
WI's relatives. Frank managed to get a place yebterday. He
1s certainly a nice fellow, and I_agree with you that he knows
his stuff. I get all sorts of guilt feelings when 1 see the
output of the Tule crowd. ;hey are almost as prolific as you.
Heard that you were getting hitched to a dark horse? ~ould
it be the "Lady of the Lake"? What a sad case, you have to resort
to plan A (marriage) to get anyplace! Well, hope to see you
soon. 'hat about Krober offer? Are you takling it? DSt
anxiousiy waiting to hear from you and she will make no comment
either way until then. Let me know of Yila develops when you have

time. Mave the Japa taken over everything ye??

1




Stosws, Conn,
May 20,1943

Dear Bob,

It has been two weeks since I left Gila Eiver and I have
thought of the people and place many times since leaving.My stay
there was rather in the nature of azn episode, for me personally,
and I have not sorted things out in any good perspective as yet.
I do remember & few good people such as yourself, the Liebermans, sad—
Clara,and R. Currie-to say nothing of some individuals on the ¥
debit side of the social ledger.And, sumo, my God, yes-in the
realm of things cultural and interesting.l shall look forward to
a copy of your account of the sumo complex.Power to you.

The health is improving but I am apparently faced with a
several months period of dieting, clean living and high thinking if
my innards are to become normal agasin.Damned dull,but I want to be
able to eat about a bit someday and to quaff off & cup of the
good, red -eye now and then, so I shall live carefully and guietly
for the summer, at least.

Back here, it .:s reiny and chill in contrast to the weather
I imagine you are enjoying at Gila.We are gardening furiously here
in the hopes of canning this summer and so, of being able to EAT
next winter.

I hope you found the pillow, brush, etc. which were left in my
room for you to pick up.Doubtless my flyswatter is doing lesthal
work on the flies in Barracks 4<-3-D by now.

A few days ago the local paper carried a note to the effect
that WRA was instituting a program to separate the loyal from the
disloyal Japs and I wondered if this meant reworking the Army
Registration forms or an entirely new program .I have been writing up
my impressions of Gila and shall try to do a "Life In a Relocation

C enter " article for some rag but shall make it almost entirely
litefary and shall eschew disgnosis or prognosis.Perhaps you would be
wllling to read it over for me before I risk sending it out?%ome items
in it will doubless be traceable to your statements or remasrks.
Writé when the spirit moves you and give my best to the "elite" group

at Gila River. i
/—""Cc‘fc'//
P
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL
BERKELEY, CALTFORNTA

Msy 25, 1943
Dear Bob,

We are, of-course, greatly disappointed at the result of
your conferences with Kroeber, But there is no usé going &nto that
any further, You have made your decision, and I hope it works out
well for you in the long run.

The immdlate question is, how you can most usefully spend the
month of Junees In the first place, go over your outline and field
notes, and try to fill in as many of the missing geps as possible.,

I should particularly like some experimental block studies, but it is
clear that you cannot carry out the ambitious scheme you presented to
me when you thought you would be in Gila for a long periocd, In the
third place, when Jimmy errives for his visit, which will be on the
fifth of June ( you will hear from him directly), I want you to spend
a good deal of time with him and give him as many clues about field
investigation as you possibly can. In other words, k®x & brief
period of very intensive guidance is called fore

My present paans call for a three day conference in Phoenix,
June 10,11, and 12, with you, Jimmie, Tamie, Nishimoto present. Will
let you know definitely kater. Since we may close out Gila, I do
not believe it would be profitable to have Hikida, Okuno, Omachl, etal
present. However, I shall be glad to have your advice on the matter.
I am enclosing a copy of a letter to Mr. Bennett. Will you kindly

follow this up?

I am enclosing also a copy of an outline( very tentative) of
our plans for the resettlemert studiese. As you see, the last part
naeds ruch more detailed development. I should be glad to get
your criticisms on this. R X I XY R N X E RN R AR IR X R IR XA ERES
wxXx We shall go over some of the points at the Phoenix meeting.

Everyone here sends regards.

Hastily,




June 2,1943
LDear Bob,

Have reserved a double room, twin beds, for you and Jimmy
at the San Caflos Hotel, for the 10th, 11th, checking out sometime
on the 12th. e are arriving on the Golden State Limited at
11:30 a.m on the 10th. We shall probably be late. If we are too
late, dont wait lunech for us, but expect us at the hotel. Tamie
will also be there.

Hotel was selected on Bennett's recommendation. Hope it is
ok. He advised against Westward Ho because of possible discrimination.
I had quite a talk with Bennett, and he promises to cooperate.

Will discmss all our pdans vhen I see you. Best to Jimmy.

f 1




June 3, 1943

Mr, Robert Spencer
Gila River Relocation Project
Rivers, Aprizona

Dear Lob

I have recelved your note end have tried to learn about
the bill "which forbids the use of all facilities, stores,
restaurants, hotels, ete, to persons whose movements are
restricted by military ediet.” The Law lLibrary is exceedingly
weak in Arizona materials but, as far as I can determine, the
matter is actually not as bad as you paint it. What has been
passed is a bill that requires any firm doing business in
Arizona with "those whose movements are restricted" by federal
order, to flle public notice of said intentlon, Sinece persons
of Japanese ancestry are the only raclal group subject to the
federal reatrictions of which the blll takes cognizanee, the
law obviously makes it Inconvenient, to say the least, for
business concerng who want to de business any way with
Japanese or Japanese Americans. There is no prohibition in.
volved, and the burden of duty ls placed upon the business
houses, not on the Japanese. The end result, of course, may
very 1iksly be the complete ostracism you fear, enpeoiaily
until a number of hotels, restaurants, ete. (for I think the
law applies to them) see fit to go through the required re-
gistration process.

This is just a hasty note. I will write all this to
Dorothy, and she will get in toueh with you in some way, I am
sure, ¥ ao ¥mow she a eady has reservations for Phoenix, and
so you may end up having a two-man conference, If you could
find a hotel that has made the necessary registration at Phoenix,
then your Erdblema might be solved, I am eertain the rallroads

ste

have registered, and so I think transportation will prove neo

difficulty.
In very great haste. My best regards,
Singerely,

PQS.

I have just discovered that the law was passed at the end
of Mareh, Therefore, I would guess that many business firms have
registered and that some accommodations would be avallable at
Phoenix for the Nisei. In any case, I suggest that you make
immediate inquiries and inform Dorothy as soon as possible by
wire to Chiecago, that is if this letter reachés you in time.
She leaves Chicago on the 8th. I don't lmow what train she 1s om.




June 4,1945
Dear Bob

I have your letter about the Arizona situstion. It certainly
raisee alarming ﬁssibilltiﬂf Hovever, as I wrote you a day or
50 ago, I have obtained hotel reservations at the San Carlos 1
was vﬁrv careful to nention all the names, and alt hough udKO@l might
not be recognized offhand as - Japanese yiame, the e can certa winly
be ne doubt about _muc%1‘uma. If you “ﬁnt to be doubxly sure
have someone from the 1r'O]N:“!; check with the hotel for us 8y trying
not to suggest anything to their minds,

I asgked Kroeber to let you stay with us until Cetober, but got
an dmbigdous replye. hat bhappens if his work doe no. begin until
Oetober ?  Does he put you on his payroll in July? If not, and
if he refuses to let us hav- you, you are ~rxct;c lly sure to be
drafted for you will tec! n1c111v e without a job. You had better
cheek up with him. I am thoroughly fed hq with the whole business
and am quite ready to wash my ‘hands of it, I am intervicwing a
young roman (Nisei) who coming from Lincodn Nebracka Lo see me
today. She was a tea ning assistant in sociclog: at Washington
and F?ﬁﬂk recommends her highly. “he probably eovld not egin
work until fall, and of-course I am not sure she will aceept the
offsl. If you lecve in July and she comes in the fall, T am

uite sure Tamie oan keep track of events in the Wﬁ'ﬂti“eu
I think we ehall bave to let your various assiste mnte, including
Jos Omae ul, g0 when you leave the project, so0 you had ‘ﬂttﬂr
break the news to them. The only ene that I feel can os Irry on
at all without constant direction is Hikida,
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I enm cqrt'i 11y counting on your Tinieghing up your
reports, and ne _.All, of-course, provide ~tLuJ;rb:1¢u
I am fﬂvv *‘L you 8till have a great deal of value to

$8€ you on the tenth--I hone.
Yours,




June 4, 1943

Dear Bob:

I forgot to tell you yesterday that your

expense account had been received, and had been put

through.
Sincerely,




June 9, 1943

Mr., Robert Spencer

Glla Rivér Relocation Project
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Bob:

I am sending you, under separate cover, the

three WRA documents on COmmunity.Self-Government which

you left here on your last visit, lr, Embree sent them
to us, 80 we did not have to go to the trouble of copy-
ing the things.

Ve are working on your Ochi document and will get
it to you as soon as possible,

Sincerely,




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

June 27, 1943.

Mr. Robert Spencer,
Berkeley, California.

Dear Mr. Spencers

Once more, I am sending weekly rsport in your care,

hoping that you will kindly forward to Dr. Thomas.

Events described in my reports are somewhat limited

because they are the results of my personal gbservations, yet, I hops I

made close observations of center life during the week.

Would you kindly inform me whether I should send my
report her=after directly to Dr. Thomas, if so, kindly instruct me to
whémiI should send it, Dr. Thomas or Mrs. Thomas. Ofcourse, both are

Dr. Thomas but I forgot the first nams.

Best regards to you and Mrs. Spencer and Dr. Thomas,

Sincerely Yoursg=

Shotaro Hikida. i 3













September 4, 1943

To Whom it may concern:

Mr, end Mrs, Robert Spencer, whose signatures

are given below are authorlzed representatives of the

Evacuation and Resettlement Study.

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Director

Signed:




