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Several evacuees who work in the administrative offices claimed

that the project is really run by James Terry, the project
attorney. Acvording to them Bennett is simply &k an inefficient
figurehead who subscribes to the policies dictated by his
@ittorneye. To demonstrate Terry's superiority over Bennett one of
them cited an incident which occurred at the time of the departure
of the repatriates for Naéw York to board the Gripsholm. Both
officials were scheduled to leave for Los Angeles in the evening
but Bennett insisted on going about 3:00 p.m. Terry became
annoyed and is credited to have made the folléwing admonistion
within earshot of our informent: "This is one of the most
important events so far. At least we should be here until the
group leaves camp." The argument ended with the attorney
"opdering"the project director to remain in Gila until evening.

One of our L.A. friends who is an administrative official
there comﬁented: "VMrs, Terry is a nice and charming lady but we
don't like Terry. He sequs to be éwfully cold." The evacuees we
talked to remerked that "Terry has no feelings for human emotions.”
Similarly, Bennett'!s popularity with the evacuees appeared to e
nearly zero. Comments such as these were quite prevalent:

"o use talking to that guy."

"He is anti-Japanese.”

NTf you argue with him he will send you to Leupp."

The attitude of the Japanese toward the asppointed personnel
in géneral may be characterized by that toward Bennett. They
clsimed that both he and Terry showed great contempt toward them.
They invaeriably stressed the difficulties invalved in gainging

entrance to Bennett!s office. When we informed them that in Poston




the appointed personnel and the evacuees frequently sat together
to discusé project problems they evinced great surprise and envye.
fhey'replied: "ie don't talk to the A.P.'s because it's no use.
If they don't like what you say they send you immediately to Leuppe.
Even if 10,000 of us got together and sent a petitlion to Bennett
it won't be of any use. He won't listen to us." Since the$feel
they can't buck the administration the tendency is to take it out
on the evacuee administrative workers. (Concerning this HNelson
remarked on our return that Gile was going to the extreme in the
treatment of its "incorrigibles". Its policy is to send any
"undesirable" to Leupgbr Santa Fe. Poston on the contrary was
going to the other extreme in showing too much leniency towards its
undesirables. He commented that the WRA was trying to find a
middle course.)

A lack of coordination between the appointed personnel and

the military police guarding tﬁe camp seemed quite evident.

Bennett spparently iﬁbather reluctant to have the camp "inspected"

by WRA employees from other centers or by Washingbton officials.
This observation was corroborated on our return by Nélson who
contributed the following incidents suggesting such behavior:

When Rogers, the agriculture chief, arrived at the M.P. ga te
accompanied by two high-ranking officials from the Dept. of g
Agriculture the soldiers refused to admit them. Rogers was compelled
to leave them at the gate and rush back to Bennett's office for
entrance permits.

AW, Empie, chief administrative officer at Poston, on his
recent trip to Gila was forced to wait an hour before the M.P.'s
would permit him to enter the project.

A WRA offiecial from Washington presented her credentials at
the gate but the M.P.'s would not let her in for an hour and a
half., Being a visitor from Wadhington she decided that the
proper procedure for her would be to call on the project director
so she hurried to his office but was informed that he was too busy
to see her at the moment. After waiting over an hour Bennett




appeared and greeted her rudely, "I haven't time right now to talk
to you. I have to attend to some personal matters ' After going
through all that discomfort and being dismissed iqﬁuch a summary
fashion, she commented later to another official: "Bennett could
at least have been civil and carried on a conversation for even a
couple of minutes."

The evacuees appeared to resent keenly the display of favoritism
on the part of administrative officials, especlally in connection
with the issuance of passes to Phoenix., There was a great deal of
complaining that ad workers went to their departmental heads and

got passes to Phoenix freely whereas it was almost impossible for

the rank and file to procure one.
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According to informed circles Hugo Wolter is attempting to set
a new pmlicE:}hich evacuees will be Dbrought into closer contact
with the administration. ZEvery evacuee we talked to expressed
surprizsxgexiix praise or liking for him. One exclaimed: 1It!'s

natural that some people like a certain person while others do

not like him. In UOlﬁber‘s case, however, 99% of the evacuees

ike him. If Wolter could take over Bennett's job, Gpla will be

much better off." They claimed that Tuttle and Wolter were

working close together.
T
Dr. Sleath is credited to have said on his Arrival in Gila
that he came there to earn his living and was not all interested
in the welfare of the Japa. However, a2s he got to know his
hospital staff he began to like the Japanese and to understand
them. Dr. Collier, his successor, expected the evacuee physicians
to kowtow to him from his experience in the Orient, but much to
his chagrin they refused to do it. During Sleath!'s sojourn the

evacuee doctors fully cooperated with him and his difficulties

lay in handling the appointed personnel, but with Collier the




reverse is said to be true. One evacuee doctor commented: '"Well,

we didn't kmow how good Sleath was until he left oL i
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The Welfare Dept. was short of welfare workers at one time
so Bennett recormended stfongly the putting in of a couple of
school teachers. Tuttle objected to this vigorously claiming
that missioneries and school teachers do not generally make good
welfare workers. According to a statement credited to him by his
secrebary he exclaimed: HThey!11l put school teachers in here over
my dead body." As a result of this disagreement Bennett and
Tuttle were not on friendly terms until the project director realized
his usefulness at the time of segregation.

The A.Pls we talked to were more anxious to find out about
the Poston strike than the evacuees. They wanted to know the details

as much as possible. “hey emphasized the effect of the strike

on oubside public opinion but appeared totally ignorant of Its

therapeutic value. <‘hey condemned in no uncertain terms the threats
and intimidations aginst the pro-American minority by the rest of

the evacuees.

It eppears that in Gila, Mess Operations is one of the most
important departments. Unlkle Poston, mess halls are centralized
and frequently the supervisors and the kitchen help do notb
reside in the bloecks in which they are employed. Consequently
there 1s no intimate tie between the mess halls and the block
residents. The chilef topic of conversation while we were there
centered on food. There was much grumbling concerning meat shortage
but no one had sufficient gumption to go up o the adminlstration
to register his complaintse.

Wihen the proposed cut in project employment reached the
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sdministration it tried desperately to keep 1t a secret in conbrast
to Poston where the administration utilized ®very means avallable
to 4Ynform the residents to secure their cooperation. In Gila they
grafually let out the news and began releasing people. Hess
Operations was the last department to be tackled. 1t was affected
so late that the evacuees had come to believe the administration
would do nothing sbout it. In fact “eadle was afrald to take any
action and attempted to keep it as secretive as possible. Somehow
the news leaked out eventually and the messhall workers became
indignant claiming they could not operate with less people. The
agitaéion was more or less fermented by the residents who felt
they would receive poorer service. About this time there were

also many complaints against the Personnel Messhall receiging
better rations. Some maintained that when the evacuee messhalls
were devoid of meat for two weeks the appoinfeﬁ personned had
indulged in 400 pounds of beef., A friend of X who handles ration
points in Keadle's depariment told him that the Personnel Hesshall
frequently exceeded its quota and used up points which rightfully
belonged to the evacuees. He had called Keadle's attention to this
several times but the official had told him it was "alright" to do
SO.

As a result of the agitation against the proposed cut the mess-
hall supervisors held a meeting and decided to call a strike. They
subsequently'returned to their respective messhalls and took a
vote among the kitchen help. <The general sentiment of these
meetings was that they had better not call a strike lest someone

e removed to Leuppe. Fyurthermore, they would be inconveniencing

L J'J - -
their own people. he results of the voting were ckose in many
3

blocks, # typicﬂ@/example was block 61 where 19 voted for a

strike, 10 against, and 5 remained neutrale. However, in many blocks




there were two to three agitators who wanted a strike and were success-
ful in influencing others to take their stand. These agitators
wanted a strike to show thelr antagonism toward the administration.
Only a very few blocks voted against the proposal but these were
expected to participate in the demonstration beginning the followhbng
morning. ‘“hen morning arrived most of the kitchen help reported

to work. In only one block was breakfast not served because only
one worker turned up. At noon the meal was served as usual.

The strike failed because the people were afraid to stage one.

Some of the evacuees claimed that "the Biggest spark to ignite
failed because the incident had been ill-chosen". In other words,
the shutdown of messhalls would have inconvenienced their own
people.

Yamashiro, one of those who had been removed to Leupp following
the registration disturbance in February, and who had temporarily
peturned to be married, was taken out immediatelqbecause Bemmett
suspected him of fermenting the messhall stpike.

According to our friends the WRA is deducting $15,000 from
the sub&istence appropriastions for Gila to penalize her for refusak
to comply with WRA regulations at once.

All of the Nisei workers in the administrative offices weré
more courteous and helpful than those in Poston. We did not en-
counter any smart alecks which abound here. This may probably be
due to the fact that all of the departimental heads are older and
speak fluent Japanese so can readily understand the problems of
both Issei and Nisei, X believes that fheir courtesy to strangers

is a reflection of the tough, disciplinary measures to which they

were exposed in the Japanese language school.s




John Yamsaki, the Nisei Episcopal minister there and son of

Rev., Yamasaki who was beaten at Jerome, told #Me: "The ministers
come to me to request me to take various problems to the
administration. When I ask then, Yihy don't you take them to
Bennett yourself?!, they inveriably answer, 'If we come in contact
with the administration too frequently, we'll be suspected by the
evacueeg,!"

One evacuee lamented: "You must blame the administration for
the gap between the appointed personnel and the evacuees and be-
tween evacuees themselves. The administration encourages
squealers and stool-pigeons. When they squeal the administration
2ives them favors so more guys would act as informers to get
favors. <‘he rest of the evacuees naturally find out about this

soon enough and become resentful of the administration's tactics
o

and be suspicious and hostile to the Inu.!

In connection with the issuance of ration books and shoe
certificates the Gila administration asked the ration board in
Coolidge to place evacuees on its staff. The board replied it was
against regulations. A compromise was finally worked out and now
three evacuees go to Coolidge every Saturday to perform clerical
work on the weekly applications. The books, however, must be signed
by 2 Caucasian on the board.

In contrast to this, in Poston all applications are turned in
at Parker where the ration board has a Caucasian worker devoted
entirely to the handling of evacuee applications. This arrangement
was made because, as Nelson puts it, "It's your baby." Otherwise

the Poston officials insisted that a ration board should be established

I




project with full power.

# 22 year old Nisei girl who was deeply in love could not
marry the man of her choice because of sbtrenuous objections on
the part of her parents. The boy and girl presented theilr problem
to the Social Welfare Department and requested aid. £ welfare

worker contacted her parents and did her best to have them withdraw

their objections but they remained adgment. Finally “uttle

took the matter into his own hands and after consulting Wade

Head by telephone mhipmx slipped the couple out of Gila. They
were married in Phoeni¥ and were transferred to Poston. When the
wellare worker warned Tuttle that he would have to take the rap
if her parents found out about it, he replied calmly: "Yep, I

know that. But I'm willing to take the blame.”

Block Manager System:

In contrast to Poston where the block managers are under the
direct supervision of the Unit Administrator, in Gila they are
under the Community Management Division. Kinoshita, the central
block manager, who corresponds to our block manager supervisor,
is an old Isseil who is not at all aggressive. ©Since he neither
reads nor speaks English he does not attend administrative
meetings but sends his assistant who is a Nisei. Kinoshitals
selection is primarily doe to the fact that the majority of the
block managers are Isseli and the type who are good-natured, easy-
going, and who take pains not to offend anyone.

The regular block managers! meeting is held on Tuesday morning
but instead of initiating camp policies as they do in Poston, the

Gila managers listen to information handed out by Kinoshita who
e




had himself received it from his assistant. In Gila administrative
notices are not announced in the messhalls as regularly done in
Poston but simply posted on bulletin boards. Since very few
individuals bother to read the bulletin boards people as a rule
are not well-informed. Unlike Poston, block managers do not keep
definite hours but leave their offices open until late at night
since they reside in the adjoining apartment. There is nothing
business-1like about the manager -- in fact residents refer to him
as the "buratsuku manager" (literally translated "loafing
manager"). At present there are two on the block manager staff
but they are contemplating cutting it down to one since there is
not enough work to do. This is in marked contrast{6 Poston where
the gtaffs are fighting for the retention of at least three. To
demonstrate the inefficiency of the block managers, a friend related
that at first the handling of the ration books was entrusted to
the block managers but since most of them could neither read nor

follow instructions, the ration board became disgusted and decided

to handle them ikself.

Education:

One of ﬁy college friends told me: "The project was anxioys
to start night school classes as soon as the camp was opened
but they couldn't do it because of lack of college graduates. They
started finally after we came in from Santa Anita.

"A class on Foreign Trade was to be included in the curriculum

to be taught by John (a U.S5.C. graduate in Foreign Trade) but

Le Baron objected to this because he didn't want the school to

teach geography to the Japanese.'




The residents were saying at the time of our visit that
sven if they elected representatives to the permanent council
nothing would be accomplished because the administration will not
listen to them. Two block managers told us that if the offcials
would only permit them to handle things their way conditions would

be considerably improved.

Relocation:

According to 2 worker in the Leave Office, Freeland is highly

: e s ik .
incompetente. hings are in a mess and the files are not in order.

She cited the case of three men who are on the stop list but who
have been granted seasonal leave. In regard to this Yreeland
cormented: "Well, there's nothing we can do about 1t now. 3

suess we'll have to wait until they come back.”
g g
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At the departure station one day X met an old Issei from
Vacaville whom he has known for about twenty yea¥s , who was going
out to relocate in a town about thn}éy miles from Chicago with his
wife. <The couple had obtained domestic work through the
Employment Office. When X expressed surprise at their going out
he replied: "If I remain here I will rot. I still have a few
good years left-in me and I am going to spend them usefuliy. One
of my sons is in the army and another son is in Chicago working.
My son in Ghicago wanted me to come and live with him and his wife,
but I'd rather work on some regular job. I can't stand idleness,
as I have been working hard for more than forty years."

Mr, Yukawa is one of the pioneer Japanese who settled in the
Vacaville area'and successfully operated frult orchards on the

share-crop basis. He is about sixty-five but seemed healthy and
vigoroud for his agee.




Hospital:

When an emergency call for doctors came sometime ago from
Manzanar two of the Gila doctors were immediately dispat@hed there
leaving only four doctors on the project. Now 2ll of them with
the exceptlon of one is planning to relocate. ‘he residents are
considerably worried at the prospect of having no doctors in the
hospital and the possibilities of retaining them were discussed
at great length throughout the camp. It finally culminated in a
block menagers' meeting which was devoted entirely to the subjecte.
At this time it was decided to send a petition to the project
director and the Washington WRA to pay prevailing wages to all
doctors in the hospital. (Such an action was taken in Poston
1ast.Apri1 -=- this being another example of Gila being several

months behind Poston in many activities.)

lirs. Roose}velt during her Gila tour visited the tuberculosis
werd in the hospital and stood between the double row of beds to be
introduced to each patient by the chief medical officer. As each
was introduced she nodded and gald, "How do you do?" The secretary
accompanying her glared at the patients, according to one, "as if
we might harm her.” As the party was leaving the ward she called

back, "Good luck to you all."

Because of the great abhorrence to tuberculosis among older
dapanese the hospital had great difficulty in securing nurseg's
aides to work in the T.B. ward. In desperation the doctors made

it mandatory for each aide to work there for a six-week period,

taking turgs. It appeared that the nurse'!s aides had no scruples

in working there but they had to accede to the objections of their




parents.

Wihen a representative of the Washington WRA arrived on an
inspection tour the parents requested clarification of this
regulation. ©Some of the aldes had alreadly left the hospital at
the insistence of their parents. <he official ruled that no one
could be forced to work at any job aginst his wished. After this
there were only two aides to look after eighty patients. Yhen they
left at the expiration of their six-week period there was no one
to replace them. “ince there was no one to bring breakfast the
first morning many of the patients went hungry. ihe more energetic
ones made their own beds while family members attended to others.
At the council meeting on Tuesdayl Pepte. 7, Dr. Hata made an urgent
appeal for nurse's alides to work in the T.B. ward.

Employment: -

The great number of employable people loafing arocund their

apartments was very conspicuous during our visit. 15%} reminded

the situation which existed in Poston during the early part

last summer. We learned that most of them had been "terminated”
(the term used in Gila to designate release from a job) by the last
cut in employment. One evacuee related that the official al
for Yila was 4200 but the administration requested a reduction to
3200 claiming that that number was sufficient to pperate the
project. Another report malntained that the Jewish woman sent
by the WRA to determine the number of essential workers failed to
take into consideration certain projects such as the dehydrating

plant and the ship building program.




Employment:

The great numRer of employahle people loafing around thelr
apartments was very nspicuous during/our visit. They reminded
ug of the gsituation whi existed in/Poston during the early part
of last summer. We learned8 that mgst of them had been"terminated"
( the term used in Gila to deégigndte release from a job) by the
last cut in employment. One evgcuee related that the official
allotment for Gila was 4200 b administration requested a
reduction to 3200 claiming at that RNumber was sufficlent to
operate the project. Anopher version ma\intained that the Jewish
woman sent there by the /IRA to determine tke number of essential
workers failed to tak¢ into consideration ceNtain projects such

as the dehydrating ant and the ship building program.

Law and Order:

Gambling on a small scale was said to be going on in almost
every block, Yames played for stakes involving hundrefls of dollars
occur only in a handful of places. Block 55 was reported to be
operating a professional gambling house along with a house of
prostitution. We were told that the police tended to overlook
this crime unless residents lodged formal complaints with them.

LA 1 L

The evacuee agsistant to Tuttle informed us that there was
very little difficulty in handling boy-girl relationskips in Gila.
Gang fights were also stated to be a rare occurrence. Ine ma jor
problem according to her whs theft of govermment property by
young boys who operated in gangs. While a few acted as decoys
to engage guards in conversation, others performed the stealing.

The Social Welfare Dept. seems to be the central office in

handling juvenile delinquencys,, .,




BEvacuee Leaders:

It was reported that at the Turlock Assembly Center the
clothing allowance was not pald to the evacuees as the WCCA had
announced. In addition many failed to receive wages for the work
performed in the center. When the residents complained bitterly
about this, the councilmen reluctantly took the matter up with the
sdministration but since they were "weak-kneed" the officials
"stalled them off" successfully. As the agitation increased the
councilmen consulted among themselves and decided to pacify the
residents with the argument that "the clothing allowance is a
form of charity apnd we, the Japanese are too proud to receive any
form of charity." They reinforced their stand by maintaining
that the Japenese in California had the lowest percentage of all
racial groupd in becoming public charges and that they should
continue this high standard. Furthermore, with reference to the
payment of wages, they argued that the matter would be taken care
of sooner or later éven if they were transferred to another center.
%hey also claimed that some degree of inefficiency should be
expected of all newly created governmental agencies like the WCCA.
In this fashion they succeeded somewhat in checking the rate of
increase in ®E®EX uneasiness.

Wihen the inmates of the Turlock Assembly Center were trans-
ferred to Gila and learned from those who had come from the Tulare
Agsembly Center that they had not only received full payment of
wages but had been paid their clothing allowances as well, their
enger against the councilmen was revived. Their bitternews was

further accentuated by the Wpusing difficulty (they were trans-

ferred as you remember beforthe barracks were ready and some of

them had to be quartered in the laundries and the block managers'




offices) anfi by the agitation of the voluble Kibei and Issei. In
the Canal Camp the former councilmen at Turloek had to take the
brunt of the accusations as the cry "Let's get the guys who were
in the council was heard in many places. In the meantime stories
of the Poston strike and the attempt of several Nisei "leaders!

to reinforce their hold by starting a JACL chapser helped to

widen the break between the Nisel and ¥iskhi Kibel elements. The

Nisei leaders such as Tada, Nobu Kawai, Taki Asakura, and Harr
) 3

Miyake, faced the Kibel with their pro-American, pro-administration
stand. (Thls situation is comparable to the stand taken in FPoston
by Saburo Kido, John Maeno, Horry Kita, ete. of Camp 2, and

Dr., Tep Ishimaru of Camp 1 in the pre-strike days).

In opposition to this faction the Kibei gained control of
the GYPU (or GYPA) which was originally intended to be an
brganization for both Kibei and Nisei. Yamashiro, Mizuno and
Okamoto were leaders of this group and were successful in consolé-
dating its strength by their pro-Japan uttereances and activities.
About this time the conception of Nisei leaders as Inu gained in
intensity.

There is a strong indication that the raising of the Japanese
flag on the butte on New Year's Day was conceived by the offenders
from information they received concerning the Poston strike.

(Many of the residents we talked to held the firm belief that
genuine Japanese flags had been defiantly hoisted at the time of
our strike). It is difficult to establish a direct relationship
between the Poston incident and the intensified pro-Japanese
agtivities and utterances of the Gila Kibei and Issei during the

latter part of ZRB® December, January and February, but it is a

fact that their actions became more brazen and more belligerent




about the middle of last December.

Un New lear‘s Day the traditional Japanese ceremony was ob-
served in several blocks. although varying in intensity. &n extreme
case was reported in block 66 where Mizuno, an Issei of about 40
years of age, appeared in the messhall in ceremonial kimono and
led in %the singing of Kimigayo, the Japanese national anthem.

The ceremony concluded with three banz@i for the "Great Empire
of Japan."

The situation in the Canal CGamp similarly took to the warse
resulting in the beating of Tada by several assallants. One of
them,a block manager and a leader of the camp, reported(%éat the

gang took Tada to the vacant area beyond the messhall and beat

and kicked him until he lost consciousness. The wardens, hearing

the agonizing screams, rushed to the scene but the assailants,

with the exception of the block manager, escaped in time. The
block manager, however remained on the scene and acted "as though

I had been called by the screams too." He proudly told X that he

1.Tada was secretary of the Rafu Shoko Kaigisho, the Japanese
Chamber of Commerce in Lod Angeles, just prior to evacuation. He
succeeded Akébi, an Issei, a few months before Pearl Harbor.
Akashi relinquished his post to a Nisel because of the critical
situation between Americay and Japan in the hope that he might

be able to save the organization which had been working closely
with the Japanese Foreign Office and the consulate. It was in line
with the general trend in Japanese communities at that time to
transfer title and leadership of firms and organizations to Nisei
because of their citizenship. Tada has been accused by many of
being cocky and arrogant.




had directed the wardens in the wrong direction in their pursuit
of the criminals. Tada subsequently left camp and is reported to
be at Camp Savage.

The passing of the JACL resolution in Salt Lake City in
November and the impending regigtration created a situation
analogous to that Tound in Poston's Camp 2 at that time. The
Kibel leaders made strenuous attempts to influence others into
answering negatively to questions 27 and 28. ©ome of them even

-

composed a "battle hymn" and sang it to the young people. They
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were alflyy not above intimidating them in their attempt to make

beo

them fall in line.

The administration, however became cognizant of their threats

el
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through some evacuees who complained about thelr activities to

the offieials and it eventually resulted in the wholesale arrest

of 26 Kibei and Issei agitators by F.B.I. agents in February.

The arrested men included all the overt leaders such as Yamashiro,

o5

Okamoto and Mizuno. During the raid communication between Butte

/ém,g

and Canal was completely suspended and the highway was patroled

by M.Pe.'s equipped with machine guns. The Canal residents became
panicky as wild rumors permeated into their camp. One story heard
during the raid reported that over onﬁhundred Japanese had been
taken out by the F.B.I. from Butte including all members of-the
Community Council. The excitement was increased when the employees
in the Ad offices who regularly commuted to work from Canal failed

to return home on time.
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It should be noted that those individuals who had been

secretly Ex "egging on" the Kibei, such as liura, Ochi( ) and
4

Ogasawara, remained in camp unmolested. “ince the raid, these Issei
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s a Zen priest who came to this country only a Tew yearsgna7,.
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behihd the scene have been very quiet and unassuming especially

Ochi, to whom is credited the statement &hat "it is too dangerous

to talk or to do anything since there are too many Inu around."

Miura, however, was a little bold in his about-face when he gained
prestige in the administration as the insurance counselor. Our
informent claimed that these men were only after political power
and prestige when they were closely associated with those who were
removed. He accused: "They are the worst type of opportunists --
ones without personal conviction or conscience."

At the time of the registration, the Japanese section of the
Gila News-Courier carried an administrative instruction side by
side with the translation of an anti-Japanese article which had
appeared in one of the L.A, papers. <the following is the story
of writer & who purposely placed these articles side by side:

"The Reports Officer sent in an article regarding the
intent and the procedures of registration and requested it to be
translated and printed on the Japanese page. 1 dldn't want to
print it without comment but I knew I couldn't do that. But to
express my idea that it was foolish to serve in the army of a
country which does not trust and discriminates against Japanese,
I translated an article of an anti-Japanese nature claiming that
the Japanese should be deported to Japan and barred from returning
to California. I showed both translations to Ogasawara, my chief,
X¥¥ He was surprised and scared. He said it was too dangerous and
I couldn't do that. He added that Le Baron would be sure to detect
our purpose and would call us into his office. I got disgusted
and toxd him, 'You sure talk big all the time but when it comes

to a time like this you don't have guts to do anything. All right,




dom'
if you desmgt want £% take the responsibilityk I will do it.!

Finally, Ogasawarh reluctantly agreed to print them if I would be

willing to go to‘Le Baron's office when he called for explanatiams.

"Ehe articles appeared and had the effect on the residents
as I had forseen. *nd sure enough, Le Baron sent a messenger
for us to come to hig office. I told Ogasawara to go alone as
he was the chief. But he was afraid and would not go. He said
I had promised that I would be responsible for the act. In the
end we both went to the Report Officer's office.

"Le B_aron was mad. He wanted to lmow why we printed those
two articles side by side. He accused us that we were obstructing
the military registration. That was a subversive act, he maintained.
We said that we had no ulterior motive. You wanted the article
about the registration to be printed and we did that. We printed
the anti-Japanese article in the space left on the page without
any bad intention. Ve printed it because it was the topic
residents are most concerned about. <LThe people want to know how
they will be treated in California after the war.

"Le Baron was not convinced and kept on accusing us. He
that if this had been reported to Washington we would be shot
to death. That statement irritated me. I said to him that
America is boasting about democracy aﬁd freedom of speech and press.
We just printed some article which had appeared in an American
newspaper. I couldn't see that we were gulilty of a subversive
act by reprinting some article which was alright for the Los
Angeles paper. If they wanted to shoot us, I wish they would do

it. It would be advertised all over as 8&n example of the Amerilcan

type of the freedom of the press.




"I don't know what happened after that. As far as we were

concerned, nothing was ever mentioned again. Soon afterwards, .
re Mrs. l’::aamr)

Ogasawara had to leave camp on account of the standal and Le Baron
left too. Now I am careful because Bennett 1s sending out anyone
to Leupp or Santa Fe about whom he has the slightest susplcion.
It is too dangerous to come out in the open and do anything out
here."

According to_ﬁ, after the F.B.I. raid overt expressions of
a pro-Japanese nature disappeared from the community. Instead
the residents complained about the administration in the dark,
but there was no one to come out and fight against it.

Abdut a month ago Mizuno returned from Santa Fe to attend
the funeral of a close frined. It was reported that he was dis-
gusted and indignant about the attitude of the residents. He
particularly attacked the resigned atmosphere of camp. To him
the residents lacked courage -- they were taking everything sitting
back as though "they had lost life". He is claimed to have gald:
"These people are the rottenest of the Japanese. fhey should
drink the decoction prepared from the dirt under the fingernails
(an 014 Japanese expression) of the internees at Santa Fel'
He accused the Gila people of being defeatists and opportunists
and attempted to instill in them the fiery spirit of the internees.
However, he failed to receive much attention. Only a few individuals
were seen with him and many avoided him, indicating the changed
atmosphere in the intervening months.

(iibs. Mizuno is reported to be an aggressive woman with two
or three childrén. “he is said to have worked once as a waitress

in a cheap restaurant in Sacramento. =ome claim she is a Nisei

but she spoke to X in good Japanese but very poor English. £n

L]
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evacuee worker in the Social Welfare Dept. told us that they have
considerable difficulty with her because she would come there and
make unreasonable demands in a loud, angry tone. This was veri-
fied by Mrs. Mizuno's own statement when she boasted to her friends:
"I took my kids in rags and showed them to the people in the

Welfare Office. I told them I was without means to take care of

my family after they btook my husband away. I made them scared

because * bawled hell out of them (XKuso miso ni itte yatta).

I was mad enough anyway and I didn't care what happened after

my husband was. taken away." )

Yamashiro, likewise, returned to Gila from Leupp about the
same time. He had come back to be married and to be transferred
to Tule Lake with the segregants. His account of Leupp as told
to an intimate friend is significant. He said with much dlisgust:
"T had the idea that the people who were shipped to Leupp
were the ones with firm convictions as to their loyalty. I thouglht

o
&

they were courageous people who were willing to die for what they
believed. Instead I found at Leupp cheap thieves and gamblers.
None of them spoke our language. It was disappointing to find
out that they totally falled to see why Japan is fighting this

war. +hey also failed to appreciate things Japanese.

gistration was held recently. Ve,

"At Leupp the military reg
the ones from Gila, worked hard to make them answer in the negative
as we had done here, but we could not arouse enough interest. Most
of them answered 'Yes' to the questions.

"I answered 'No!' to the guestions and took my paper. to the
project director. He looked at it and tore it up in a rage. IHe

then grebbed me and shook me roughly. He said it wouldn't do; 1

hadn't thought deeply enough. He handed me another blank to fill




and told me to be careful this time.

" I again wrote 'No! to the guestions and took it back to
the project director. He again tore up the paper and in return
gave me another blank. He did not say anything this time.

"I filled the third hlank in the same way and gave it to
him as before. The project director got up from his seat, shook
my hand and said, Y I admire you. I respect you because you want
to live according to your convictions.'

"Then we talked in a friendly manner ahout the camp and the
boys there. I was greatly surpised that he knew so much . Some
of the things I was sﬁre only Okamoto could have known.( ) I
became suspicious but I was not sure of my suspicions un%il he was
released on good behavior to go to Poston. We found out then that
he had been squealing to the project director and in return for

gervies
this seEriwxe he had been released from Leupp."

Gohachiro Miura: Is an Issei who used to sgell Manufacturer's

Insurance in Los #ngeles before evacuation. The residents described

him as a meddlesome men who "tries to put his nose into everything."

In the beginning he is reported to have made many pro-Japanese
utterances to gain the attention of the evacuees but as soon as

he entered Terry's office as an insurance counselor he changed

color to procure favors from the administration. HMany people accused
him of being a syooge for the administration "sekling the evacuees
out.” He was one of the recipients of the "poison pen letters"

that Hankey refers to. Since then he has epplied for a Japanese
instructorship at the University of Mfchigan and is expected to

leave camp soon.

l. Okamoto was an intimate associate of Yamashiro at Gila., Acoording
to the latter, he and Okamoto had at one time pledged brotherhood
and had promised to "act as one."




Kenzo Ogasawara: The evacuees were still talking about the

Ogasawara case when we visited there. The following is an account
of the case as told by a man who worked with him in the Gila News-
Courier office:

"Ogasawara and Mrs. Egaml both worked in the same office.
The affair was going on for a long time. Soon it got To the
dorls-care-what-other-people-say stage so we couldn't stay in the
office and work with them. When they started their tete-a-tete
we had to run out of the place. They didn't care. They acted in
the seame way outsifile, too. You know how cocky Ogasawara is.
There were a lot of people who despised him and these people were
happy to broadcast the scandal throughout campe I am sure someone
tipped Mr, Egami. He was formerly a Christian minister, you know,
and had difficulty with her all the time. She was the kind who
would spend at least a hundred and fifty dollers 1f he brought

home a hundred dollars at the end of the monthe. She couldn't

manage the house at all. $he must be about fifty years old.

She is the wife mother of the wife of the younger HMjttwer --
Fred Mittwer's younger brother.
"People began talking about Ogasawara and Mrs. Hgami
sleeping together and Mr. Egami got hold of this story somehoW,
One day he went into the Internal Security office and complained
that Ogasawara and his wife were at that moment in a vacant
apartment and requested the police to arrest them. %o a sguad of
wardens led by Mr., Egami was rushed to the apartment. They
knocked at the door but there was no answer. >o they had to break ih.
When they got inside they found Ogasawara and the woman hiding under

a sheet, both naked. As a disciplipary measure Ogasawara was

shipped to Poston, and Mrs. Egami to Topaz.
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Ogasawara left Poston in August to work for a Japanese'

paper in Denver.

His Background: Ogasawara is a graduate of Waseda University

and worked for sometime on the Yorozu Choho, a reactionary newspaper
in Tokyo. He came to the U.S. around 1923 and worked for the
Japanese American of San Francisco. #Among his friends he was

known as @& typiéal Waseda man -- cocky, I-know-everything, wants-
to-butt-into~everything type. In hey used to say that he would

come to thelr homes Just before mealtime and stay there to be
invited. “bout a year after his arrival he and his middle-aged
friends got together and attempted to gain control of the councill

of fhe Japanese Asggociation of San Francisco for Three years.

When their attempts failed he acted as a parasite on the influential
Japanese councilmen.

Among the Japanese he was one of the first to learn and
practise dancing, which was practically unknown to the Japanese
cormunity.  few of the dancing enthusiasts got together, hired
an instructor, and held classes regularly in the parish hall of
the Bpiscopal CGhurch on Buchanan Street. (The pastor of the church
at that time was Rev. Tashima, a worldly, ambitious man). His
friends referred to him as one who went after new things but
tired of them easily. Not only was Ogasawara a good writer,
but an eloquent speaker as well. About this time he conducted a

class in oratory for young Issei. In the middle thrirties he

merried one of Hev. Tashima's daughters.

Soon after the Japanese American became involved in the labor
digpute which rocked the Japanese communities along the fa01flc

Coast, he joined a rival paper in San Mrancisco, the Hokubei Asahi.




About 1935 he left the paper and became a Japanese language
school teacher at Walnut Grove. At the same time it was maXx
claimed by residents of the Sacramento River distriects that he
acted as an ambulance chaser and "runner" for some lawyer. His
dealings in this field were shady and many who have had contact
with him speak of him as a cheater and swindler.

Nobu Kawal: Former president of the Pasadena chapter of the JACL,

who along with his brothers "ran" the Tulare Agsembly Center.
lobu was one of those responsible for the formation of the JACL
chapter in Gila and also for the JACL resolution drawn up in Salt
Lake City last Tovember. At the time of the registration he made
strenuous attempts to induce people to volunteer for the combat
unit and wam accused by many as one of those directly connected
with the arrest of the 26 agitators. In faet he received many
threatening letters at this time. People criticized his actions
claiming that if he were so anxlious to have others volunteer he
should set an example by volunteering himself. Bgecause of the
antagonistic:sentiment of the community towards him his wife be-
came greatly perturbed and succeeded in having the family trans-
ferred to Heart Mountaine. The residents interpreted his sudden
disappearance as being due to.enlistment in the army. They did
not find out the btruth akax wuntil he returned to Gila recently
to visit his.sick father. By this time, however, the resentment
towards him had somewhat subsided so there was no overtrexpression

against him.

Taki Asakura: Former president of the Santa Barbara JACL

chapter, who served as assistant to the administrator at the
Tulare Assembly Center. Taki unwisely took charge of the Housing

Dept. when-he arrived in Gila so became the target for all complaints

in camp. A month ago he relocated to Cincinnatti but the letters




to his family that we saw were not very encouraging. One of X's
friends told him: "Well, things got too hot for him so he had to
go out{ He was too cocky." (Taki is one of X's ex-classmates

and well-known to him so can furnish you his background if you wish.)

Segregation

Attitude of those going to Tule Lake:

We talked to a great number of individuals who are bound

for “ule Lake and the following are some of the more prevalent

attitudes we encountered:

"If we go to Tule Lake we will be able to go to Japan sooner.”

\
"Reing Japanese I don't want to go into the American armyv."
= ‘o

: "If we stay here we'!ll be pushed out of camp. If we go to
‘ule we'll be safe for the duration.”

"We're going to Tule. Lots of people are envying us. Ve
feel sorry for them because they are worried as to their future
at Ghla,"

A father who took his son to Japan to be educated in the late
120's and who called him back three years ago told Us: "I made
my son answer !'No! to 27 and 28 because we intend to go back to
Japan and I don't want his status as a Japanese jeopardized. Now
we are. accompanying him to Tule Lake."

"I didn't change my answers. 1 studk to !'No's! because my
status as a Japanese might be altered if I answered 'Yes!., I
intend to go to Japan after the war and I don't want my Japanese
citizenship jeopardized.”

"I don't see any future for myself in America. I will be
Petter off at Tule Lake." (This attitude was quite widespread in
the rural blocks where dual citizenship has a high percentage).

"Iy sons are in Japan. We want to go back to Japan as soon
ag possib%e. Looks like we'll be able to get there sooner by
going to lule Lake.™

When X asked a boy whose family he knows intimately why he
answered double negative he replied. "I don't know." His mother
interrupted: "How can we be loyal to America?"

_ An Issei friend related to X: "I'm trylng my best to go to
Tule Lake buty they won't accept my application for repatriation.

So_I! king this, lis} ] £
ro15tTves TREsERLS) 1 oh UP kO nkhen: (shoTing nepes of eleven
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In all our conversations with the "disloyal® individuals
we did not encounter anyone who was fighting for his convictions
i,
as exemplified by Kazuo EKawai in our segregation report. +*hey all

saw utility in going to Japan. They were without exception confident

"
of Japanese vlictory and wanted to cash in on the spoilse.  Those

transferring to Tule Lake are going there with gluch fanfare.

Attitude of those who changed from 'No' to 'Yes':

"Looks like I have to stay in America after the war because
I've never been to Japan. It won't be so good if I go to Tule
Lake. Of course I told those guys that I answered 'No' because I
was sore on account of evacuation. That was the only thing we
can tell those people on the hearing board.!" (This attitude was
very widespread).

"At the time of registration I answered 'Ho! because that was
the thing to do. then. Those Kibei guys weren't anybody to laugh
off. Now the camp is changing and since those guys won't be
around i1t might be better to change my answers anyway."

A priest belonging to & Buddhist sect told X: "I was in the
@x¥yFf=x GYPU gang and answered 'No,No! in February. But I
figured it wasn't good for me so 1 changed them to 'Yes! at the
time I volunteered for Camp Savage. 1 was rejected, however,
becsuse I had T.B. once. I'm going out to the University of
Michigan tomorrow. I couldn't have gone out because I was on the
stop list but they gave me special consideration because 1 had
volunteered.®

A Nisei who wished to change his negative answers was called
before the hearing board presided over by Terry. <The attorney
asked: '"Do you believe in democracy?"” He answered, "Do you want me
to answer 'Yes! or do you want to hear the truth?" Terry replied:
"Je have known each other for some time. You can trust me, can't
you? I‘want to hear the truth. I will keep it strictly confidential."
The boy began to attack American democratic ildeals arguing along
the line of persecution of minorities, the injustice of evacuation,
etc. etec. Toward the conclusion Terry became furious and barked:
"If I have anything to do with this project I'll see to it that
you won't get out of thls palce forever." The Nisei came out of
the room raving mad and told his friends: "If I had known all of
the Caucasians were like that I'm proud to have retained my No's."

Rumors about Tule Lake:

"T pear that at Tule Lake they've put up high fences electri-
cally charged. <They've built watchtowers with machine guns at
intervals of 900 (some said 600) feet."

"People are not going to Tule Lake. They've dropped that plan.”
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"Troublemakers will be shipped to Tule ?ake after the main

segregation program is over.” A

"They can't put everybody in Tule Lake. They'll have to
empty some other camp. Only the first two trains are certain of
going to Tule Lake. They do not know where those on the third
and fourth trains will be sent to."

"They are going to meke Manzanar another segregatlion camp.”
"They are going to make Jerome another segregakion camp."
] [

"Gila is sure to be vacated. BEither Menzsnar or Jersome will
be set agide another segregation camp. People will be brought
to Gila from the new segregation camp.” (People were somewhat
relieved to hear that new arrivals were coming in since that was
proof that Gila would not be closed then.)

"The citizen status of those judged 'disloyal! will be the
same after the war. Theret!ll be no difference at all." (They
are apparently trying to reinforce their stand in goling to Tule
Lake).

Repatibates Sailing on the Gripsholm:

There was much contrast in the departure of repatriates from
Poston and from Gila. <There was much fanfare at the time they left
Poston. Approximately a thousand appeared at the departure station
to bid them good-bye with lusty shouts of "Banzail" led by the
same individual who led the banzal to the "Great Empire of Japan® -
at the time of the November incident. The send-off at Ghla was

reported to have been an extremely quiet affair with only a
handful of people present. One evacuee commentedé e were
afraid to be seen out there because the officials might find out
our true colors and begin ‘o suspect us.”

The repatriates from Manzanar, Boston and Gila who were to
have their baggapes inspected by the customs officials before thelr
departure for New York were originally intended to be isolated
from the rest of the community for three days but the plan could

not be put into effect until the last day. At this time Yamada

of Pogton was searched especially throughly because one official

did not Brust him. In his baggage were included a nunber of
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clothes for small children and other articles which could not be
technically classed as personal effects. According to X he came
to this country as a student two years before the outbreak of
the war and possessed all the cocky mannerisms common to newly
arrived Japanese in this country. It is reported that one of the
customs officials stated repeatedly to the evacuees aiding
inspection: "I don't like that man. He is the only one I don't
trust among all these people."

When the time to inspect Mrs. Murakami's (mother of Dr.

Murakami of Foston) baggage arrived she could not be located and

Yamada presented himself as her guardﬂﬁa{ He claimed that he had

been appointed by Dr. Murakami to look after her since she was
very old. He explained that she was not feeling well and could
not be present at the inspection. The officials, however, were
not satisfied with his explanations and sent a messenger to fetch
her at her temporary quarters in Butte but she was not at home.
After some inquiry she wasg traced to Canal, The officials were
displeased at the idea that she could go to another camp when she
had sent word that she was too 111 to come for her inspection.
After several arguments between the officials and Mrs. lMurakami
and her guardifg, the inspection was completed. All papers and
magazines were removed from the repatriates and all written
inscriptions on merchandise aside from trade names were erased.
They were then quartered in a hospital ward until the time of
departure. (Incidentally, lrs. lMurakami was unable to board the
Gripshom in New York because of low priority and was returned to
Rowher along with dthers who were also unsuccessful. All of them
with the exception of Mrs. Murakami (who was granted permission

to rejoin her son in Poston because of her age) will be removed




One of the office workers in the administration who was well-

liked by the Cucasian staff decided to sail on the Gripsholm

i

against the wishes of her family. She was formerly employed

by the Japanese consulate in L.A. and her name appeared on the list
requested by the Japanese govermment. Her administrative friends
attempted to disuade her from going by offering her tempting jobs
in the project and on the outside but she refused to reconsider.

It is reported that as she was leaving one of therofficials

handed her her birth certificate so that she could return in case
she changed her mind on the train. We were told when we were there
that she was in love with a former employee of the consulate

and was golng to Japan to marry him.

In disseminating information concerning segregation the
administration depended entirely on the Gila News-Courier .
In looking over the segregation articles in the camp paper we
noted that they were not so complete as in Poston. We also
discovered that the Issel in Gila as in Poston rely almost entirely
on the Utah Nippo and the Rocky Shimpo to keep them informed on
current events rather than on the Japanese section of the camp
paper. They accept the news in the Japanese papers as biblical
truth whereas they take the news in the “Yila News Courier with
e grain of salt.

Nelson who visited Gila while we were there remarked on our
return: "The administrative officials at Gila did not know much
about segregation. Even high officials like Rogers and Mac --

(Fiscal Officer) didn't know anything a?ﬁ%ﬁl%&ﬁ. They asked me a
1ot of questions. +‘hose questions & e <




Jou and I would consider elementary.™

Odds and Ends on Segregation:

& block manger whom X has known for about fifteen years
sald many things wki#k which one would expect only from a militant
Kibei at the time he visited Poston in June. X therefore vresumed
that he had answered negatively to 27 and 28, While in Gila he
encountered him so inquired whether he was going to Tule Lake or
not. He answered: "No., Why should I go there? I answered !'Yes!
to 28. 1 am going out in a couple of weeks on indefinite leave,
I got to make some money because I want to get married.”

,". 7 = .':7.‘ 8 g g g ‘;‘F:
A woman from Vacaville whom X has known since his college
days contributed thike sons to the combat unit. Her former

townsfolk commented: "lrs. Obata must have gone crazyl™

K gy

office a lebter written in Japanese to Premier Tojo,
another in Enmgish to President Roose¥elt, and a third in German
to Adolf Hitler explain¢ing the futility of carrying on the war
and urging them to cease fighting. The postmaster's curiosity
was naturally aroused by the names of these celebrities and the
project director was immediately notified. The culprit was
arrested at once but since he turned out to be a psychopathie
case he was removed to the Phoenix asylum.

Lt L A3
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Someone placed "subversive'" markings on the segregation chart

posted in the hospital a few weeks ago. On it "go to hell" was
inscribed on the line leading from the segregation hearing to the

American community and a Japanese flag was drawn close to the
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segregation camp. Dr. Collier sesrched for the perpetrator and
apprehended a Kibei youth who readily confessed. After a hearing
he was sent to Leupp, but even Collier himself was not certain that
he had really committed the crime. The Gila residents believed
implieitly in the story purportedly given by him to his friends:

"] answered 'N6, No! and also applied for mepatrlation so I have

in

o go to Tule Lake anywaye I took the whole blame because I

won't be losing anything. It Eamfkxh® can't be Worse.”

In the hearings conducted by Terry, according to some evacuees,
he acted as if he were a prosecuting attorney. He fired the
following question at one boy: "Do you observe the 1lth of
Februery?” ZmrrsyxsmappedriaskrxxiIxamxaskingrxyeusiiexXmuess
The boy asked innocently: "What is the 1lth of Pebruary?"

Terry snapped back: "I am asking you the question. You are to
answer that." The boy replied: "I don't know what the 11lth of
Februéry is so I can't answer that." Terry was dissatisfied
with his answer and accused him of lying. It is claimed that
gseveral girls came out of Terry'!s room weeping after their
hearings.

Most of the people from the rural districts had a sort of
defeatist attitude. They felt that it was best to stay in camp
end keep quiet until the war was over. X commented that the
Gerdena people he knew seemed to have lost their pre-war fighting

spirit.
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TAMIE AND "X" ON GILA

c
Administrat 1ve| Notes: aw M

Several evacuees who work in the administrative offices

claimed that the project 1s really run by James Terry, the project
attorney. According to them Bennett 1s simply an inefficient
figurehead who subscribes to the pollcies dictated by his

3

them cited an incident which occurred at the time of the departure

attorney.™ To demonstrate Terry's superiority over Bennett one of
of the repatriates for New York to board the Gripsholm. Both
officials were scheduled to leave for Los Angeles in the evening
but Bennett insisted on going about 3:00 p.m. Terry became
annoyed and i§ credited to have made the following admonition
within earshot of our informant: "This 1s ene of the most
Important events so far. At least we should be here untll the
group leaves camp." The argument ended with the attorney
"ordering" the project director to remain in Gils until evening.

One of our L,A, friends who is an administrative official
there commented: "Mrs. Terry is a nice and charming lady but we
don't like Terry. He seems to be awfully cold." The evacuees we
talked to remarked that "Terry has no feelings for human emotions."
Similarly, Bennett's popularity with the evacuees appeared to be
nearly zero. Comments such as these were quite prevalent:

"No use talking to that guy."

"He 1s anti-Japanese."

"If you argue with him he will send you to Leupp."

The attitude of the Japanese toward the appointed personnel

In general may be characterized by that toward Bennett. They




Tamie Tsuchlyemd - Administrative Notes - 2.

claimed that both he and Terry showed great contempt toward them.
They invarilably stressed the difficultles involved in gaining
entrance to Bénnett's office?z‘when we informed them that in Poston
the appointed perscnnel and the evacuées frequently sat together

to dlscuss project problems they evinced great surprise and envy.

They replied: "We don't talk to the A.P.'s because 1t's no use.

If they don't like what you say they send you Immediately to Leuppg:>

Even i1f 10,000 of us got together and sent a petition to Bennett
it won't be of any use. He won't listen to us." Since they feel
they can't buck the administration the tendency ls to take it out
on the evacuee administrative workers. (Concerning this Nelscn
remarked on our return that Gila was going to the extreme in the
treatment of its "incorrigibles". Its policy is to send any
"undesirable" to Leupp or Santa Fe. Poston on the contrary was
golng to the other extreme in showing too much lenlency towards
its undesirables, He commented that the WRA was trylng to find
a middle course.)

A lack of coordination between the appolinted personnél and
the military police guarding the camp seemed quite evident.
Bennett apparently is rather reluctant to have the camﬁ "inspected"
by WRA employees from other centers or by Washington officlals.
This observation was corroborated on our return by Nelson who
contributed the following incidents suggesting such behavior:

When Rogers, the agriculture chief, arrived at the M.P. gate
accompanied by two high-ranking officisls from the Dept. of

Agriculture the soldiers refused to admit them. Rogers was conm-
pelled to leave them at the gate and rush back to Bennett's office

for entrance permits.
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AW, Emple, chief admlnistrative officer at Poston, on hils
recent trip to Gila was forced to wait an hour before the M,P.'s
would permit hlm to enter the project.

A WRA officiel from Washington presented her credentials at
the gate but the M,P.'s would not let her in for an hour and a
haelf. Belng a visitor from Washington she decided that the
proper procedure for her would be to call on the project director
so she hurried to his office but was informed that he was too busy
to see her at the moment. After walting over an hour Bennett
appeared and greeted her rudely, "I haven't time right now to talk
to you. I have to attend to some personal matters. After going
through all that discomfort and being dismissed in sSuch & summary
fashion, she cormented later to another officlal: "Bennett could
at least have been civil and carried on a conversation for even a
couple of minutes."

The evacuees appeared to resent keenly the display of
favoritism on the part of administrative officials, especially in
connection with the lssuance of passes to Phoenix. There was a great
deal of complaining that ad workers went to thelr departmental heads
and got passes to Phoenix freely whereas 1t was almost Ilmpossible
for the rank and file to procure one.G§>

A AT

According to informed circles Hugo Wolter is attempting to set
a new policy by which evacuees will be brought into closer contact
with the administration. Every evacuee we talked to expressed
praise or liking for him. One exclaimed: "It's natural that some
people like a certain person while others do not like him. In
Wolter's case, however, 99% of the evacuees like him, If Wolter

could take over Bennett's job, Gila will be much better off." They

claimed that Tuttle and Wolter were working close together. (::)
A AT
Dr. Sleath is credited to have said on his arrival at Gila

that he came there to earn his living and was not all interested
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in the welfare of the Japs. However, as he got to know his
hospital staff he began to like the Japanese and to understand
them. Dr. Collier, his successor, expected the evacuee physiclans
to kowtow to him from his experience in the Orlent, but much to
his chagrin they refused to do it. During Sleath's sojourn the
evacuee doctors fully cooperated with him and his difficultles
lay in handling the appointed personnel, but with Colller the
reverse 1s said to be true. One evacuee doctor cormented: "Well,
we didn't know how good Sleath was until he left us."(::>
HEHA AT

The Weltre Dept. was short of welfare workers at one time
so Bennett recommended strongly the putting 1n of a couple of
school teachers, Tuttle objected to this vigorously claiming
that missionaries and school teachers do not generally make good
welfare workers. According to a statement credited to him by his
secretary he exclaimed: "They'll put school teachers in here over
my dead body." As a result of this disagreement Bennett and
Tuttle were not on friendly terms until the project director realized
his usefulness at the time of segregation.

HH A

The A.P.'s we talked to were more anxious to find out about
the Poston strike than the evacuees. They wanted to know the detalls
as much as possible. They emphasized the effect of the strike
on outside public opinion but appeared totally ignorant of 1its
therapeutic value. They condemned in no wmeertain terms the threats

and intimidations against the pro-American minority by the rest of

the evacuees£::> o
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It appears that in Gila, Mess Operations is one of the most
important depertments. Unlike Poston, mess halls are centralized
and frequently the supervisors and the kitchen help do not
reside in the blocks iIn which they are employed. Consequently
there 1s no intimate tie between the mess halls and the block
residents. The chief toplc of conversation while we were there
centered on food. There was much grumbling concerning meat shortage
but no one had sufficient gumption to go up to the administration
to register his cOmplaints!j;

When the proposed cut in project employment reached the
administration it tried desperately to keep it a secret—in contrast
to Poston where the administration utllized every means avallable
to inform the residents to secure thelr cooperation. In Gila they
gradually let out the news and began releaslng people. Mess
Operations was the last department to be tackled. It was affected
so lete that the evacuees had come to believe the administration
would do nothing about 1t. 1In fact Keadle was afraid to take any
action and attempted to keep 1t as secretive as possible. Somehow
the news leaked out eventually and the messhall workers became
indlgnant claiming they could not operate with less people. The
agitation was more or less fermented by the residents who felt
they would receive poorer service. About thls time there were
also many complaints against the Personnel Messhall recelving
better rations. Some maintained that when the evacuee messhalls

were devoid of meat for two weeks the appolnted personnel had

indulged in 400 pounds of beef@A friend of X who handles ration

points in Keadle's department told him that the Personnel Messhall




Tamie Tsuchiyama - Administrative Notes - 6.

frequently exceeded 1ts quota and used up points which rightfully

belonged to the evacuees. He had called Keadle's attention to this

several times but the official had told him it was "alright" to do
0.1

As a result of the agltation against the proposed cut the mess-
hall supervisors held a meetling and decided to call a strike. They
subsequently returned to thelr respective messhalls and took a
vote among the kitchen help. The general sentiment of these
meetings was that they had better not call & strlke lest someone
be removed to Leupp. Furthermore, they would be inconveniencing
their own ®people. The results of the voting were close 1ln many
bloecks. A typical example was block 61 where 19 voted for a
strike, 10 agalnst, and 5 remalned neutral. However, In many blocks
there were two to three agitators who wanted a strike and were
successful in influencing others to take thelr stand. These
agitators wanted a strike to show their antagonism toward the ad-
ministration. Only ;7§gw blocks voted against the proposal but
these were expected to participate in the demonstration beginning
the following morning. When morning arrlved most of the kltchen
help reported to work. In only one block was breakfast not served
because only one worker turned up. At noon the meal was served as
usual. The strike failed because the people were afraid to stage
one. Some of the evacuees clalmed that "the biggest spark to ignite
falled because the incident had been ill-chosen." In other words,
the shutdown of messhalls would have inconvenienced their own people.

Yamashiro, one of those who had been removed to Leupp following

the registration disturbance in February, and who had temporarlly
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returned to be married, was taken out immediately because Bennett
suspected him of fermenting the messhall strike.

According to our friends the WRA is deducting $15,000 from
the subsistence appropriations for Gila to penalize her for refusal
to comply with WRA regulatlions at once.

I

All of the Nisel workers in the administrative offices were
more courteous and helpful than those In Poston. We did not en-
counter any smart alecks which abound here. Thls may probably be
due to the fact that all of the departmental heads are older and
speak fluent Japanese so can readily understand the problems of
both Issel and Nisel., X believes that thelr courtesy to strangers
is a reflectlon of the tough, disciplinary measures tolwhich they

exposed in the Japanese language schools.

i

John Yamsaki, the Nisel Eplscopal minlster there and son of

Rev. Yamasaki who was beaten at Jerome, toldme: "The ministers

come to me to request me to take various problems to the

administration. When I ask them, “Why don't you take them to

Bennett yourself?', they lnvariably answer, 'If we come in contact
with the administration too frequently, we'll be suspected by the

evacuees.'
H A
One evacuee lamented: "You must blame the administration for
the gap between the appointed personnel and the evacuees and bew
tween evacuees themselves. The administration encourages

squealers and stool-pigeons. When they squeal the administration
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glves them favors so more guys would act as informers to get
favors. The rest of the evacuees naturally find out about thils

soon enough and become resentful of the administration's tactles

and be suspicious and hostile to the Inu." C:)

i

In connection with the issuance of ratlon books and shoe
certificates the Gila administration asked the ration board in
Coolidge to place evacuees on its staff. The board replied it was
against regulations. A compromise was finally worked out and now
three evacuees go to Coolldge every Saturday to perform clerical
work on the weekly applications. The books, however, must be signed
by a Caucaslan on the board.

In contrast to this, in Poston all applications are turned in
at Parker where the ration board has a Cgucasian worker devoted
entirely to the handling of evacuee applications. This arrangement
was mede because, as Nelson puts it, "It's your baby." Otherwise
the Poston officials insisted that a ration board should be esta-
blished on the project with full power.

Tt

A 22 year old Nisel glrl who was deeply in love could not
marry the man of her cholce because of strenuous objections on
the part of her parents., The boy and girl presented thelr problem
to the Social Welfare Department and requested ald. A welfare
workerz contacted her parents and did her best to have them withdraw
their objections but they remalned ademant. Finally Tuttle

took the metter into his own hands and after consulting Wade
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Head by telephone slipped the couple out of Gila, They were
married in Phoenix and were transferred to Poston. When the
welfare worker warned Tuttle that he would have to take the rap
if her parents found out about it, he replied calmly: "Yep, I
know that. But I'm willing to take the blame."

T AT

Block Manager System:

In contrast to Poston where the block managers are under the
direct supervision of the Unlt Adminlistrator, in Gila they are
under the Community Management Division. Kinoshlta, the central
block manager, who corresponds to our block manager superfisor,
is an old Issel who i1s not at all aggressive. JSince he nelther
reads nor speaks English he does not attend administrative
meetings but sends hils assistant who is a Nisel. Kinoshita's
selection is primarily doe to the fact that the majority of the
block managers are Issel and the type who are good-natured, easy-
going, and who take pailns not to offend anyone.

The regular block menagers' meeting 1s held on Tuesday morning

but instead of initiating camp policles as they do in Poston, the

Gila managers listen to information handed out by Kinoshita who
had himself received it from his assistant. In Gila administrative
notices are not announced in the messhalls as regularly done 1n
Poston but simply posted on bulletin boards. Since very few
individuals bother to read the bulletin boards people as a rule

are not well-informed. Unlike Poston, block managers do not keep

definite hours but leave their offices open until late at night
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since they reside in the adjolning apartment. There is nothing
business-like sbout the manager -- in fact residents refer to him
as the "buratsuku manager" (literally translated "loafing
menager"). At present there are two on the block manager staff
but they are contemplating cutting it down to one since there 1is
not enough work to do. This 1s in marked contrast to Poston where
the staffs are fighting for the retentlon of at least three. To
demonstrate the ineffleclency of the block managers, & friend related
that at first_the handling of the ration books was entrsuted to

. the block managers but since most of them could nelther read nor
follow instructions, the ration board became disgusted and decided
to handle them itself,

WA
Educatlon:
One of my college friends told me: "The project was anxlous

to start night school classes as soon as the éamp was opened
but they couldn't do it because of lack of college graduates. They

started finally after we came in from Sgnta Anlta,

"A class on Foreign Trade was to be included in the curriculum

to be taught by John ( a U.S.C. graduate in Foreign Trade) but
Le Baron objected to this because he didn't want the school to
teach geography to the Japanese."
AT
Council:
The residents were saying at the time of our visit that
even if they elected representatives to the permanent council

nothing would be accomplished because the administration will not
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listen to them. Two block managers told us that if the officlals
would only permit them to handle things their way conditions would
be considerably Ilmproved. (:)

HHH AT

Relocation:

According to a worker in the Leave Offlce, Freeland is highly
incompetent. Things are in a mess and the files are not in order.
She cited the case of three men who are on the stop list but who
have been granted seasonal leave. In regard to thls Freeland

cormented: "Well, there's nothing we can do about it now. I

guess we'll have to walt until they come back."(ED

W AT

At the departure station.one day X met an old Isseil from
Vacaville whom he has known for about twenty years, who was going
out to relocate in a town sbout thirty miles from Chicago with his
wife. The couple had obtained domestic work through the
Employment Office. When X expressed surprise at theilr going out
he replied: "If I remain here I will rot. I still have a few
good years left in me and I am golng to spend them usefully. One
of my sons is in the army and another son is in Chicago working.
My son in Chicago wanted me to come and live with him and his wife,
but I'd rather work on somé regular job. I can't stand ldleness,
as I have been working hard for more than forty years.'

Mr, Yukawa is one of the pioneer Japanese who settled in the
Vacaville area and successfully operated fruit orchards on the

share-crop basis. He ls about sixty-five but seemed healthy and

vigorous for hils age.
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Hospital:

When an emergency call for doctors came sometime ago from
Manzanar two of the Gila doctors were immediately dlspatched there
leaving only four doctors on the project. Now all of them with
the exception of one is planning to relocate. The residents are
considerably worried at the pmspect of having no doctors in the
hospital and the possibilities of retaining them were discussed
at great length throughout the camp. It filnally culminated in a
block managers' meeting which was devoted entirely to the subject.
At this time it was decided to send a petltion to the project
director and the Washington WRA to pay prevailing wages to all
doctors in the hospital. (Such an action was taken in Poston
last April -- this being another example of Gila being several
months behind Poston in many activitiles.)

i e
Mrs. Roosevelt during her Gila tour visited the tuberculosis
ward in the hospital and stood between the double row of beds to be
introduced to each patlent by the chief medlcal officer. As each
was introduced she nodded and said, "How do you do?" The secretary
accompanying her glared at the patients, according to one, "as 1if
we might harm her." As the party was leaving the ward she called
back, "Good luck to you all."
FHHAHEATT

Because of the‘great sbhorrence to tuberculosis among older

Japanese the hospital had great difficulty in securing nurses

aides to work in the T.B. ward., In desperation the doctors made
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1t mandatory for each alde to work there for a six-week period,
taking turns. It appeared that the nurse's aldes had no scruples
in working there but they had to accede to the objections of thelr
parents.

When a representative of the Washington WRA arrlved on &n
inspection tour the parents requested clarification of this

regulation. Some of the aldes had already left the hospital at

the insistence of their parents. The officlal ruled that no one

could be forced to work at any job against his wishes. After this
there were only two aldes to look after eighty patients. When they
left at the expiration of their six-week period there was no one
to replace them. Since there was no one to bring breakfast the
first morning many of the patients went hungry. The more energetic
ones made thelr own beds while family members attended to others.
At the council meeting on Tuesday, Sept.‘7, Dr. Hata made an urgent
appeal for nurse's aldes to work in the T.B. ward.

HH

Employment:

The great number of employable people loafing around their
apartments was véry consplcuous during our visit. They reminded
us of the situation which existed in Poston during the early part
of last summer. We learned that most of them had been "terminated"
(the term used in Gila to designate release from a job) by the last
cut in employment. One evacuee related that the of ficial allotment
for Giia was 4200 but the administration requested a reductlon to

3200 claiming that that number was sufficlent to operate the
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project. Another report mailntalined that the Jewlsh woman sent there

by the WRA to determine the number of essentlal workers falled to

take Into conslderation certain projects such as the dehydrating

plant and the shlp building program.
d/a aiaiaaa

Law and Order:

Gambling on a small scale was sald to be going on in almost
every block. Games played for stakes involving hundreds of dollars
occur only in a handful of places. Block 55 was reported to be
operating & professional gambllng house along with a house of
prostitution. We were told that the police tended to overlook
thls erime unless residents lodged formal complaints with them.

A AR

The evacuee assistant to Tuttle informed us that there was

very little difficulty in handling boy-glrl relationships in Gila.
Gang fights were also stated to be a rare occurrence. The major
problem according to her was theft of govermment property by
young boys who operated In gangs. Whlle a fgw acted as decoys
to engage guards iIn conversation, others performed the stealing.
The Social Welfare Dept. seems to be the central office in
handling juvenile delinquency.

T

Evacuee Leaders:

It was reported that at the Turlock Assembly Center the
clothing allowance was not pald to the evacuees as the WCCA had

announced. In addition many failed to recelve wages for the work
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performed in the center. When the resldents complained bitterly
about this, the counellmen reluctantly took the matter up with the
administration but since they were "weak-kneed" the officials
"stalled them off" successfully. As the agitation increased the
councilmen consulted among themselves and decided to pacify the
residents with the argument that "the clothing allowance is a

form of charity and we, the Japanese are too proud to recelve any
form of charity." They reinforced their stand by maintaining

that the Japanese In Californis had the lowest percentage of all
raclal groups in becomlng publiec charges and that they should
eontinue thils high standard. Furthermore, with referenceto the
payment of wages, they argued that the matter would be taken care
of sooner or later even if they were transferred to another center.
They alsc claimed that some degree of Inefficiency should be
expected of all newly created governmental agencies like the WCCA.
In this fashlon they succeeded somewhat in checking the rate of
Increase 1In uneaslness,

When the inmates of the Turlock Assembly Center were trans-
ferred to Glla and learned from those who had come from the Tulare
Assembly Center that they had not only received full payment of
wages but had been pald thelr clothing allowances 2s well, theilr
anger against the councilmen was revived. Thelr bitterness was
further accentuated by the housing difficulty (they were trans-

ferred as you remember Before the barracks were ready and some of

them had to be quartered in the laundries and the block managers'

offices) and by the agitation of the voluble Kibei and Issel., 1In
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the Canal Camp the former councilmen at Turlock had to take the
brunt of the accusations as the cry "Let's get the guys who were

in the council" was heard in meny places. In the meantime stories
of the Poston strike and the attempt of séveral Nisei "leaders"

to reinforce their hold by starting a JACL chapter helped to

widen the break between the Nisel and Kibei elements. The

Nisei leaders such as Tada, Nobu Kawal, Takl Asakura, and Harry
Miyake, faced the Kibel with their pro-American, pro-administration

stend. (This situation is comparable to the stand taken in Poston

by Saburo Kido, John Maeno, Harry Kita, etc. of Camp 2, and

Dr. Tep Ishimaru of Camp 1 in the pre-strike days).

In opposition to this faction the Kibel gained control of
the GYPU (or GYPA) which was originally intended to be an
orgenization for both Kibei end Nisei. Yamashiro, Mizuno and
Okamoto were leaders of this group and were successful in consolil-
dating its strength by thelr pro-Japan utterances and activities.
About this time the conception of Nisel leaders as Inu galned in
Intenslty.

There is a strong indlcation that the raising of the Japamese
fleg on the butte on New Year's Day was concelved by the offenders
from information they received concerning the Poston strike.

(Many of the residents we talked to held the firm belief that
genuine Japanese flags had been defiantly hoisted at the time of
our strike). Tt is difficult to establish a direct relationshlp
between the Poston incident and the itensified paE pro-Japanese

ectivities and utterances of the Gila Kibel and Issel during the
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latter part of December, January and February, but it is a fact
that their actlons became more brazen and more belligerent asbout
the middle of last December.

On New Year's Day the traditional Japenese ceremony was ob-
served in several blocks, although varying in intensity. An ex-
treme case was reported in block 66 where Mizuno, an Isseil of about
40 years of age, appeared in the messhall in ceremonial kimono and
led in the singing of Kimigayo, the Japanese national anthem,

The ceremony concluded with three banzal for the "Great Empire
of Japan."

The situation in the Canal Camp simllarly took to the worse

resulting in the beatling of Tada by several assailants. One of

them, a block manager and a leader of the camp, reporteélghat the

gang took Tada to the vacant are& beyond the messhall and beat
and kicked him untll he lost consclousness, The wardens, hearing
the agonizing screams, rushed to the scene but the assailants,
with the exception of the block manager, excaped in time. The

block manager; however remained on the scheme and acted "as though

l. Tada was secretary of the Rafu Shoko Kaiglsho, the Japanese
Chamber of Commerce in Los Angeles, just prior to evacuation. He
succeeded Akashi, an Issel, a few months before Pearl Harbor.
Akeshi relinquished his post to a Nisei because of the critical
gituation between America and Japan in the hope that he might

be able to save the organization whlch had been working closely
with the Japanese Forelgn Office and the consulate. It was in line
with the general trend 1n Japanese communities at that time teo
transfer title and leadership of firms and organizations to Nisel
because of thelr citizenship. Tada has been accused by many of
being cocky and arrogant.
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I had been called by the screams too." He proudly told X that he
had directed the wardens in the wrong direction in their pursuit
of the criminals. Tada subsequently left camp and 1s reported to
be at Camp Savage.

The passing of the JACL resolution in Sglt Lake City in
November and the impending reglstration created a situation
analogous to that found in Poston's Cgmp 2 at that time. The
Kibel leaders made strenucus attempts to influence others into
answering negatively to questions 27 and 28. Some of them even
composed a "battle hymm" and sang it to the young people. They
were also not above intimidating them in thelir attempt to make
them fall in line.

The administration, however became cognlzant of their threats
through some evacuees who complained about their activities to
the officiels and it eventually resulted in the wholesale arrest
of 26 Kibel and Issel agltators by F.B.I. agents in February.

The arrested men included all the overt leaders such as Yamashiro,
Okamoto and Mizuno. During the rald communication between Butte
and Canal was completely suspended and the highway was patroled
by M.P.'s equipped with machine guns. The Cgnal residents became
panicky as wild rumors permeated into their camp. One story heard
during the rald reported that over one hundred Japanese had been
taken out by the F.B.I. from Butte including all members of the

Community Council. The excitement was increased when the employees

in the Ad offices who regularly commuted to work from Canal failled

to return home on time.
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It should be noted that those individuals who had been
secretly "egging on" the Kibei, such as Miura, Ochl and Ogasaware,
remained in camp unmolested. Since the raidfl%hese Issel Dbehind
the scene have been very qulet and unessuming especilally Ochl,
to whom is credited the statement that "it 1s too dangerous to
talk or to do anything since there are too meny Inu around."
Miura, however, was a little bold In his about-face when he galned
prestige in the administration as the Iinsurance counselor. Our
informant claimed that these men were only after political power
and prestige when they were closely associated with those who were
removed. He accused: "They are the worst type of opportunists --
ones without personal conviction or consclence."

: At the time of the registration, the Japanese sectlion of the
Gila News-Courier carried an administrative instruction side by
side with the translation of an anti-Japanese article which had
appeared in one of the L.A. papers. The following is the story
of writer A who purposely placed these articles slde by side:

"Phe Reports Officer sent in an article regarding the
intent and the procedures of registration and requested 1t to be
translated and printed on the Japanese page. I didn't want to
print it without comment but I ¥mew I couldn't do that. But to
express my ldea that 1t was foolish to serve in the army of a
eountry which does not trust and discriminates against Japanese,

T trenslated an article of an antl-Japanesé nature claiming that
the Japanese should be deported to Japan and barred from returning
to California. I showed both translatlons to Ogasawara, my chief,

He was surprised and scared. He said it was too dangerous and

T. See footnote next page.
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I coulén't do that. He added that Le Baron would be sure to detect
our purpose and would call us into his office. I got disgusted
and told him, 'You sure talk big all the time but when it comes
to a time like this you don't have guts to do enything. All right,
if you don't want to take the responsibility, I will do 1it.!
Finally, Ogasawars reluctantly agreed to print them if I would be
willing to go to Le Baron's office when he called for explanations.
"The articles appeared and had the effect on the residents
as I had foreseen. And sure enough, Le Baron sent a messenger
for us to come to his office. I told Ogasawara to go alone as
he was the chief. But he was afrald and would not go. He said
I had promised that I would be responsible for the act. In the
end we both went to the Report Officer's office.
"Le Baron was mad, He wanted to know why we printed those
two articles side by side. He accused us that we were obstructing
the military registration. That was a subversive act, he malntained.

We said that we had no ulterior motive. You wanted the article

about the registration to be printed and we did that. We printed

the anti-Japanese article in the space left on the page without
any bad intention. We printed it because it was the tople
residents are most concerned about. The people want to know how
they will be treated in California after the war.

"Le Baron was not convinced and kept on accusing us. He added

1, (See page 19) Ochl is a Zen priest who came to this country
only a few years ago. He llved in the same apartment with another
priest and his wife, with whom he is reported to have carried on
an affair. He was taken out of camp by the F.B,I. on Sept. 19.
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that if this had been reported to Washington we would be shot

to death, That statement irritated me. I sald to him that

America 1s boasting about democracy and freedom of speech and press.,
We just printed some article which had appeared in an American
newspaper. I couldn't see that we were guilty of a subversive

act by reprinting some article which was alright for the Los

Angeles paper. If they wanted to shoot us, I wish they would do

it. It would be advertised all over as an example of the American
type of the freedom of the press.

"I don't know what happened after that. As far as we were
concerned, nothing was ever mentioned again. Soon afterwards,
Ogasawara had to leave camp on account of the scandal (re: Mrs,
Egami) and Le Baron left too. Now I am careful because Bennett is
sending out anyone to Leupp or Santa Fe about whom he has the slight-
est susplicion. It is too dangerous to come out in the open and do
anything out here."

According to A, after the F.B.I. rald overt expressions of

s
a pro-Japanese nature disappeared from the community. Instead
the residents complained about the administration in the dark,
but there was no one to come out and fight against it.

About a month ago Mlzuno returned from Santa Fe to attend
the funeral of a close friend. It was reported that he was dis-
gusted and Iindignant about the attitude of the residents. He
particularly attacked the resigned atmosphere of the camp. To him

the residents lacked courage -- they were taking e verything sitting

back as though "they had lost life". He is claimed to have sald:

"These people are the rottenest of the Japanese. They should
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drink the decoctlon prepared from the dirt under the fingernalls
(an 0ld Japanese expression) of the internees at Santa Fe!"
He accused the Gila people of being defeatlsts and opportunists
and attempted to Instill in them the flery splirit of the internees.
However, he failed to recelve much attention. Only a few individuals
were seen with him and many avolded him, indicating the changed
atmosphere 1n the intervening months.

(Mrs. Mizuno is reported to be an aggressive womsn with two
or three chlldren. ©She 1s said to have worked once as a waitress

In a cheap restaurant in Sacramento. Some claim she 1s a Nisel

but she spoke to X in good Japanese but very poor English. An

evacuee worker In the Soclal Welfare Dept. told us that they have
considerable difficulty with her because she would come there and
make unreasonable demands in a loud, angry tone. Thls was veri-
fied by Mrs. Mizuno's own statement when she boasted to her frilends:
"I took my kids in rags and showed them to the people in the
Welfare Office. I told them I was without means to take care of

my femily after they took my husband away. I made them scared

because I bawled hell out of them (Kuso miso nl itte yatta).

I was mad enough anywey and I didn't care what happened after

Yamashiro, likewise, returned to Gila from Leupp about the

my husband was taken away.

same time. He had come back to be married and to be transferred
to Tule Lake with the segregants., His account of Leupp as told
to an intimate friend is significant. He said with much disgust:

"T had the idea that the people who were shipped to Leupp
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were the ones with firm convictions as to their loyalty. I thought
they were couragecus people who were willing to die for what they
believed. Instead I found at Leupp cheap thieves and gamblers.
None of them spoke our language. It was disappointing to find

out that they totally falled to see why Jepan is fighting this

war. They also falled to appreciate things Japanese.

"At Leupp the military registration was held recently. We,
the ones from Gila, worked hard to make them answer In the negative
as we had done here, but we could not arouse enough Interest. Most
of them answered 'Yes' to the gquestions.

"I answered 'No' to the qustions and took my paper to the
project director. He looked at it and tore it up in a rage. He
then grabbed me and shook me roughly. He sald it wouldn't do; I
hadn't thought deeply enough. He handed me another blank to fill
out and told me to be careful this time,

"I again wrote 'No' to the questions and took it back to
the project director. He again tore up the paper and in return
gave me another blank. He did not say anything thils time.

"I filled the third blank in the same way and gave it to
him as before. The project director got up from his seat, shook
my hand and sald, "I admire you. I respect you because you want
to live according to your convictions.'

"Then we talked in a friendly manner sbout the camp and the

boys there. I was greatly surprised that he knew so much. Some

of the ﬁhings I was sure only Okamoto could have kmown., I
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(1)

became suspicious but I was not sure of my suspicions until he was
released on good behavior to go to Poston. We found out then that
he had been squealing to the project director and in return for

this service he had been released from Leupp."

Gohechiro Miura: Is an Issel who used to sell Manufacturer's

Insurance in Los Angeles before evacuation. The residents described
him as a meddlesome man who "tries to put his nose into everything."
In the beginning he 1s reported to heve made many pro-Japanese
utterances to gain the attention of the evacuees but as soon as

he entered Terry's office as an insurance counselor he changed

color to procure favors from the adminlstration. Many people accused
him of being a stooge for the administration "selling the evacuees

" He was one of the reciplents of the "pokon pen letters"

out.
that Hankey refers to. Since then he has applied for a Japanese
instructorshlp at the University of Mlichlgan and is expected to

leave camp soon.

Kenzo Ogasawara: The evacuees were stlll taldng about the

Ogasawara case when we visited there. The following is an account
of the case as told by a man who worked with him in the Gila News-
Courier office:

"0gasawara and Mrs. Egami both worked in the same office.

The affair was going on for a long tlme, Soon it got to the

1. Okamoto was an intimate associate of Yamashiro at Gila. Accord-
ing to the latter, he and Okamoto had at one time pledged brother-
hood and had promised to "act as one."
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don't-care-what-other-people-say stage so we couldn't stay in the
office and work with them. When they started thelr tete-a-tebe
we had to run out of the place. They didn't care. They acted in
the seme way outside, too. You know how cocky Ogasawara is.
There were a lot of people who despised him and these people were
happy to broadcast the scandal throughout camp. I am sure someone
fipped Mr., Egaml. He was formerly a Christian minister, you know,
and had difficulty with her all the time. She was the kind who
would spend at least a hundred and fifty dollars if he brought
home a hundred dollars at the end of the month. She couldn't
menage the house at all. BShe must be sbout fifty years old.
She 1s the mother of the wife of the younger Mittwer --
Fred Mittwer's younger brother.

"People began talking about Ogasawara and Mrs. Egami
sleeping together and Mr. Egaml got hold of this stody somehow.
One day he went into the Internal Sécurity office and complained
that Ogasawara and his wife were at that moment in a vacant
apartment and requested the pollce to arrest them. So a squad of
wardens led by Mr. Egami was rushed to the apartment. They
knocked at the door but there was no answer. So they had to break in.
When they got lnside they found Ogasawara and the woman hiding under
a sheet, both naked., As a disciplinary measure Ogasawara was
shlpped to Poston, and Mrs. Egaml to T0pa2.

Ogasawara left Poston In August to work for a Japanese

paper in Denver,

His Background: Ogasawara is a graduate of Waseda University
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and worked for sometime on the Yorozu Choho, a reactionary news-
paper in Tokyo. He came to the U.S. around 1923 and worked for the
Japanese American of San Francisco. Among his friends he was

known as a typlcal Waseda man -- cocky, I-know-everything, wants-
to-butt-into-everything type. They used to say that he would

come to their homes just before mealtime and stay there to be
invited. About a year after his arrival he and his middle-aged
friends got together and attempted to guin control of the counmcil

of the Japanese Assoclation of San Francisco for three years.

When thelr attempts falled he acted as a parasite on the influential

Japanese councilmen.

Among the Japanese he was one of the first to learn and

practise dancing, which was practically unknown to the Japanese
community. A few of the dancing enthuslasts got together, hired
an instructor, and held classes regularly in the parish hall of
the Episcopal Church on Buchanan Stfeet. (The pastor of the church
at that time was Rev. Tashima, a worldly, smbitious man). His
friends referred to him as one who went after new things but
tired of them easily. Not only was Ogasawara a good writer,
but an eloguent speaker as well. About this time he conducted a
class in oratory for young Issei. In the middle thirtles he
married one of Rev, Tashima's daughters.

Soon after the Japanese American became involved in the labor
dispute which rocked the Japanese communitles along the Pacific
Coast, he jolned a rival paper in San Francisco, the Hokubel Asahl,

About 1935 he left the paper and became a Japanese language
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school teacher at Walnut Grove. At the same time it was claimed
by residents of the Sacramento River districts that he acted

as an ambulance chaser and "runner" for some lawyer. His
dealings in this field were shady and many who have had contact

with him speak of him as a cheater and swindler.

Nobu Kawai: Former president of the Pasadena chapter of the JACL,

who along with his brothers "ran" t he Tulare Assembly Center.
Nobu was one of those responsible for the formation of the JACL
chapter in Gila and also for the JACL zhmpk resolution drawn up in
Salt Lake City last November. At the time of the registration he
made strenuous attempts to Induce people to volunteer for the combat
unit and was accused by many as one of those directly connected
with the arrest of the 26 agltators. In fact he received many
threatening letters at this time. People criticized his actions
claiming that if he were so anxious to have others volunteer he
should set an example by volunteering himself. Because of the
antagonistic sentiment of the community towards him his wife be-
came greatly perturbed and succeeded in having the family trans-
ferred to Heart Mountain. The residents interpreted ﬁis sudden
disappearance as being due to enlistment In the army.: They did
not find out the truth until he returned to Gila recently to

visit his sick father. By this time, however, the resentment
towards him had somewhat subsided so there was no overt expression

against him. @

Takf Asakura: Former président of the Santa Barbara JACL chapter,

who served as asslstant to the administrator at the Tulare Agsembly
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Center, Tgkil unwisely took charge of the Housing Dept. when he
arrived In Gila so became the target for all complaints in camp.
A month ago he relocated to Cincinnatti but the letters to his
family that we saw were not very encouraging. One of X's friends
told him: "Well, things got too hot for him so he had to go out.

He was too cocky." (Taki is one of X's ex-classmates and well-

known to him so can furnish you hils background if you wish.)

Segregation

Attitude of those going to Tule Lake:

We talked to a great number of individuals who are bound
for Tule Lake and the followlng are some of the more prevalent
attltudes we encountered:
"If we go to Tule Lake we will be abl6 to go to Japan sooner."
"Being Japanese I don't want to go into the American army."

"If we stay here we'll be pushed out of camp. If we go to
Tule we'll be safe for the duration.”

"We're going to Tule. Lots of people are envying us. We
feel sorry for them because they are worried as to their future
at Gila.

A father who took his son to Japan to be educated in the late
'20's and who called him back three years ago told us: "I made
my son answer 'No' to 27 and 28 because we lntend to go back to
Japan and I don't want his status as a Japanese jeopardized. Now
we are accompanying him to Tule Lake."

"I didn't change my answers. I stuck to 'No's' because my
status as a Japanese might be altered if I answered 'Yes'. I
intend to go to Japan after the war and I don't want my Japanese

citizenship jeopardized."

"I don't see any'future for myself in America. I will be
better off at Tule Lake." (This attitude was quite widespread in
the rural blocks where dual citizenship has a high percentage) .
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"My sons are in Japan. We want to go back to Japan as soon
as possible. Looks like we'll be able to get there sooner by
going to Tule Lake,"

When X asked a boy whose family he knows intimately why he
answered double negative he replied. "I don't know." His mother
interrupted: "How can we be loyal to America?"

An Issei friend related to X: "I'm trying my best to go to
Tule Lake but they won't accept my application for repatriation.
So I'm taking this list up to them (showing names of eleven
relatives in Japan). You think this will do it?"

In all our conversations with the "disloyal" individuals
we did not encounter anyone who was gt fighting for his convictions
as exemplified by Keazuo Kawal in our segregation report. They all
saw utility In going to Japan. They were without exception confident

of Japanese victory and wanted to cash in on the spoils. Those

transferring to Tule Lake are golng there with much fanfare<225

3 ‘Attitude of those who changed from 'No! to 'Yes':

sLooks 1like I have to stay in America after the war because
, I've never been to Japan. It won't be so good if I go to Tule
|~ Lake. Of course I told those guys that I answered 'No' because I
was soreé on account of evacuation. That was the only thing we
can tell those people on the hearing board." (Thls attitude was
very widespread).

"At the time of registration I answered 'No' because that was
the thing to do. Then. Those Kibel guys weren't anybody to laugh
off. Now the canp is changing and since those guys won't be
around 1t might be better to change my answers anyway."

A priest belonging to a Buddhist sect told X: "I was in the
GYPU gang and answered 'No, No' in February. But I figured it
wasn't good for me so I changed them to 'Yes' at the time I
volunteered for Cgmp Savage. I was rejected, however, because
I hed T.B., once. I'm going out to the University of Michigan
' tomorrow. I couldn't have gone out because I was on the stop
1ist but they gave me speclal consideration because I had

iﬁiﬁigolunteered.tEb

A Nisel who wished to change his negative answers was called
before the hearing board presided over by Terry. The"attorney
asked: "Do you believe in democracy?" He answered, "Do you want me
to answer 'Yes' or do you want to hear the truth?" Terry replied:
"We have known each other for some time. You can trust me, can't
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you? I want to hear the truth. I will keep it strictly confidential."
The boy began to attack American democratic 1ldeals arguing along

the line of persecution of minorities, the injustice of evacuation,
etc. etec. Toward the conclusion Terry became furious and barked:

"If I have anything to do with this progect I'11 see to it that

you won't get out of this place forever." The Nisel came out of

the room raving mad and told his friends: "If I had known all of

the Cgucasians were like that I'm proud to have retained my No's."

Rugiors about Tule Lake.

"I hear that at Tule Lake they've put up high fences electri-
cally charged. They've bullt watchtowers wlth machine guns at
intervals of 900 (some said 600) feet."

"People are not going to Tule Lake. They've dropped that plan.”

"Troublemakers will be shipped to Tule Lake after the main
segregation progrem is over,"

"They can't put everybody in Tule Lake. They'll have to
empty some other camp. Only the first two trains are certaln of
going to Tule Lake. They do not know where those on the third
and fourth trains will be sent to."

"They are going to Make Manzanar another segregation camp."

"Phey are going to make Jerome another segregation camp."

"3ila 1s sure to be vacated." "Either Manzanar or Jerome will
be set aside for another segrdgation camp. People will be brought
to Gila from the new segregation camp." (People were somewhat
relieved to hear that new arrivals were comlng In since that was
proof that Gila would not be closed then.)

"The citizen status of those judged 'dlsloyal' will be the
same after the war. There'll be no difference at all." (They
are apparently trying to reinforce thelr stand in going to Tule
Lake).

Repatriates Sgilling on the Gripsholm:

There was much contrast in the departure of repatriates .from
Poston and from Gila. There was much fanfare at the time they left
Poston. Approximately a thousand appeared at the departure statlon

to bid them good-bye with lusty shoults of "Banzal!" led by the
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same Individual who led the banzai to the "Great Empire of Japan"
at the time of the November incident. The send-off at Gila was
reported to have been an extremely guiet affalr with only a
handful of people present. One evacuee commented: "We were
afraid to be seen out there because the officials might find out
our true colors and begin to suspect us."

The repatriates from Manzanar, Poston and Gila who were to
have thelr baggages inspected by the customs offlclals before their
departure for New York were originally Intended to be lsclated
from the rest of the community for three days but the plan could
not be put into effect until the last day. At this time Yamada
of Poston was searched especlislly thoroughly because one officlal
did not trust him. In his baggage were lncluded a number of
clothes for small children and other srticles which could not be
techmnically classed as personal effects. According to X he came
to this country as a student two years before the outbreak of
the war and possessed all the cocky mannerisms common to newly
arrived Japanese in this country. It is reported that one of the
customs officisals stateé repeatedly to the evacuees aiding
inspection: "I don't like that man. He 1s the only one I don't
trust emong all these people."

When the time to inspect Mrs. Muraksml's (mother of Dr.
Murakami of Poston) baggege arrived she could not be located and
Yemada presented himself as her guardian. He claimed that he had

been appecinted by Dr. Murakemi to look after her since she was

very old. He explained that she was not feeling well and could
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not be present at the inspection. The officials, however, were
not satisfied with hls explanations and sent a messenger to fetch
her at her temporary gquarters in Butte but she was not at home.
After some inquiry she was traced to Cgnal, The officials were
displeased at the ldea that she could go to another camp when she
had sent word that she was too ill to come for her inspecticn.
After several arguments between the offlcials and Mrs, Murakemi

and her guardlan, the inspection was completed. All papers and

megazines were removed from the repatriates and all written

Inseriptions on merchandise aside from trade names were erased.,
They were then gquartered In a hospital ward untll the time of
departure. (Incldentally, Mrs., Murakami was unable to board the
Gripshom 1In New Ygrk because of low priorlty and was returned to
Rowher along with others who were also unsuccessful., All of them
with the exception of Mrs. Murakami (who was granted permission
to rejoin her son In Poston because of her age* will be removed
to Tule Lake at the time segregation occurs in Rowher.

‘One of the office workers in the administration who was Well-
1iked by the Cgucaslan staff declded to saill on the Gripsholm
against the wlshes of her famlly. She was formerly employed by
the Japanese consulate In L.A. and her name appeared on the list
requested by the Japenese government. Her administrative friends
attempted to disuade her from‘going by offering her tempting jobs
in the project and on the outside but she refused to reconsider,
It is reported that as she was leaving one of the officlals

handed her her birth certificate so that she could return 1n case
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she changed her mind on the train. We were told when we were there
that she was in love with a former employee of the consulate
and was going to Japan to marry hbm£:é§>

Wit i

In disseminating Information concerning segregation the

administration depended entirely on the Gila News-courier.(:D

In looking over the segregation articles in the camp paper we

noted that they were not so complete as in Poston. We also
discovered that the Issei in Gila as in Poston rely almost entirely
on the Utah Nippo and the Rocky Shimpo to keep them informed on
current events rather than on the Japanese section of the camp
paper. They accept the news in the Japanese papers as biblical
truth whereas they take the news in the Gila News Courier with

a grain of salt.

Nelson who visited Gila while we were there remarked on our
return: "The administrative officlels at Gila did not know much
about segregation. Even high officials like Rogers and Mac --
(Fiscal Officer) didn't know anything sbout it. They asked me a
lot of questions. Those questions are the kind you and I would
consider elementary."

Odds and Ends on Segregation:

A block manager whom X has known for about fifteen years
saic many things which one would expect only from a militant
Kibel at the tlime he visited Poston in June. X therefore presumed
that he had answered negatively to 27 and 28. Whille in Gila he

encountered him so inquired whether he was going to Tule Lake or

not. He answered: "No. Why should I go there? I answered 'Yes'
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to 28, I eam going out in a couple of weeks on indefinite leave.
I got to make some money because I want to get married."

A women from Vacaville whom X has kmown since his college
days contributed three sons toc the combat unit. Her former
townsfolk commented: "Mps. Obata must have gone crazy."

i T

An Issel about fifty years of age attempted to send through
the Gila post office a letter written in Japanese to Premler Tojo,
another in English to President Roosevelt, and a third in German
to Adolf Hitler explaining the futility of carrying on the war
and urging them to cease fighting. The postmaster's curlosity
wes naturally eroused by the names of these celebrities and the
project director was immedistely notified. The culprit was
arrested at once but since he turned out to be a psychopathle
case he was removed to the Phoenlx asylum.

AT

Someone placed "subversive" markings on the segregation chart
posted in the hospital a few weeksego. On it "go to hell" was
inscribed on the line leading from the segregation hearing to the
American community and a Japanese flag was drawn close to the

segregation camp. Dr. Collier searched for the perpetrator and

apprehended a Kibel youth who readily confessed., After a hearing

ne was sent to Leupp, but even Cpollier himself was not certain that
ne had really committed the ecrime. The Gila resldents believed

implicitly In the story purportedly glven by him to his friends:




Len Nelson complained about the tactic of the Leave Office of Gila,
Sometime ago, Gila sent out an undesirable Japanese without kmowledge of
consent of Poston., "They just loaded him on train without telling us,” Nel-

gon said, This projeet could not ship him baclk,
“FosTon

On the other hand, Gila is bery strict about visitors from Giis, let

alone transfer of dndegirables,
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"T answered 'No 'No' and also Appm applied for repatriation so I have
to go to Tule Lake anyway. I took the whole blame because I won't
be losing anything. It can't be worse."
AT
In the hearings conducted by Terry, according to some evacuees,
he acted as if he were a prosecuting attorney. He fired the
following question at one boy: "Do you observe the 1llth of
February?" The boy asked innocently: "What is the 11th of
February?" Terry snapped back: "I am asking you the question.
You are to answer that." The boy replied: "I don't know what
the 11th of February 1s so I can't answer that." Terry was dis-
satisfied with his answer and accused him of lying. It is claimed
that several glrls came out of Terry's room weeping after thelir
hearings.
HiHHEH
Most of the people from the rural districts had a sort of
defestist attitude. They felt that it was best to s tay in camp

end keep quiet until the war was over. X commented that the

Gardena people he knew seemed to have lost thelr pre-war fighting

spirit. GEE)

AR
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October, 1943,

HANKEY . COMMENTS ON "TAMIE AND "X"
ON GILA"

9~
Page 1 - Line A.-

1. This 1s not a general sentiment. X's best friend in Gila

hates Terry fanatically. Terry is very unpopular, however,
especially among the young people who are reputed to break into
tears when they hear that they have been assigned to his board
for leave clearance., When assigned to Wolter's board they are
happy as larks.

X's major informant in Gila, whose home I now visit regular-
ly and with whose husband I am studylng Japanese has had an unfor-
tunate quarrel with Terry. Mrs. Kondo, the lady in question, has
a child who is mentally 11l suffering from encephalitis. This
echild is confined in a California institution, where, according
to Mrs. K. the WRA forced them to leave it at the time of evacua-

tion, All of Mrs. K's attempts to ﬁave the child released to her

in Gila or in the event of her relocation have been unsuccessful.
Terry, in his gruff way was very unsympathetlc to Mrs. K. when she
asked him for help. Terry, who I think is fairly decent at heart,
is ever inclined to argue the legality of an action committed by
the WRA, and will seldom have the grace to admit that even though
it may have been legal it has caused great hardship and tragedy.
From several people I have heard that he treats the young people
who wish to relocate as if they were criminals, snapping questions
at them. Many of them are frightened, and all, particularly if

they consider themselves loyal cltizens, are offended.
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Terry called me into the offlce last week and tried to pump
me on the evacuees attitudes toward the adminlstration., He used
the same criminal attorney tactics on me and, naturally, got
nowhere. I merely grinned and said nothing. He then softened up
and esked meekly what the evacuees really thought, I was feeling
full of beans and drew my thumb-nall across my throat. Terry was
astonished. He had no notion that the staff was so thoroughly dis-
liked, However, he guickly rallied and began to argue the legality
of administrative proceedings., I sald the legality of the matter
had no affect on people who were treated rudely, who, if they com-
plained with any vigor, were sent to Leupp, who were forced to see
their children eat insufficient and poorly cooked food. Terry
changed his tune and began to complain about the opportunistie
attitude eof the Japenese. I sald nothing.

Finally, he asked if I could suggest anything that could be
done to improve matters. I sald it was not my job to make suggestions
to the WRA, but hoping that my remarks might find some root, I ventur-
ed to suggest that if the most moronlec members of the staff were re-

moved and if the remainder made some attempt to treat the evacuees,

with whom they came in contact, courteously, and asked and sometimes

followed their advice it would act as a salve to the sit%atian,
although I d1d not think it would affect a cure. Terry took 1t all,

I hear that at an historiec staff meeting held yeaferduy, he
quoted me as saying that the condition in Gila was beyonﬁ remedy.
This meeting is one of the most interesting events in pykject history.
Gordon Brown handed in a brief report to Wolter about a month age.
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It was a mild enough dissertation on evacuee sttitudes and stressed
the unsettled feeling of the evacuees, their hestility toward cer-
tain members of the administration (Bennett, naturally was not
named), their sentiment that anyone who dared make use of freedom
of speech was in danger of internment. (Brown has promised to
paraphrase the report-for me, and L shall include it in a more com-
plete article I intend to prepare , administrative and evacuee inter-
actions with regard to this New Permanent Council).

Brown then censored the report strictly, sent it to Washingten,
where the authorities sent coples to Terry and Bennett! Bennett was
aghast. According to Brown, Bennett had no idea that the evacuees
were reacting to his policies in this manner. He immediately called
a staff meeting at which Wolter, Terry, Doucha (an Assistant Project
Director who 1s a personal friend of Bennett's and whose character
may be deduced from his cholce of friends). Brown and Bennett
started to thrash out the report. Wolter remarked to Brown later
that this had been the most constructive staff meeting in the’
entire history of his (Wolter's) stay on the project. Brown re-
marked to me later that if this was true, all former staff meetings
must have been crummy indeed.

Brown 1s emphatic in his statement that this 1nrermation
came as an utter bombshell to the "old man." He was dumbfounded.
The meeting lasted only two hours and only the first three pages

of the report were covered. Bennett took the attitude, "For Pete's

Sake lets take our gloves off and see what can be done!fl

1, How much of Bennett's eleventh hour change of attitude is due to
his possible discovery that some of the Washington big shots have it
in for him, 1s debatable. He may be seeing the handwriting on the
wall. The silly cotton picking idea, in which Caucasian and
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Terry took the attitude, "Yes, it's true we've failed," but

kept putting up a legal defense for each admitted failure. Doucha
sald nothing. (He probably knew nothing about it anyway, He has
remarked in my presence that the only way "to get thbse people to
do something 1s to take a whip to them." He means the evacuees,
not the administrative staff). |

Brown stood his ground, stating that the sentiments expressed
by the evacuees were mlld selectlons, and if the gentlemenk present
so desired, he would go to hls office and bring back his complete
sheaf of stories. This was deemed unnecessary.

Wolter and Terry admitted that, as Mess Supervisor, Keadle
was ufterly impossible. Bennett sald that Keadle is reputedly the
best Mess Supervisor on all the ten projects. Brown thinks he may
be lying. If Keadle 1s the best the others must be abyssmal morons.
The posslbility of forming committees in each branch of the Administra-
tion to thresh things out was strongly favored. I assume these are
to be committees of evacuees and administrative personnel.

Bennett asked if so much hostility wes also to be found
between the Caucasian heads of staffs and the evacuee staff in the
Ad, offices. Brown said, "No." The persomsel relationships are
better. In this respect he 1s correct, Some of the office heads
are despised, among them Doucha and Mrs. Brown, head of the mailj
but relationships are far better,

Wolter brought up his experience in Canal, where, when Wells

Japanese staff members plcked cotton together for one afternoon,
while Bennett ran about taking plctures may have been a publicity
stunt to show non-existing cameraderie.
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was head of Community Activities, he (Wells) was constantly getting
into trouble. After the duty was handed to Hikida, trouble ceased
almost immedistely.

Bennett st1ll had the nerve to defend Administrative poliey
at the time of the mess strike, "They (the evacuees) were given
plenty of warning," sald he. "I can never get them to make up

their minds."

- —— - -

I visited the Wolters the evening of this revolutionary
meeting. Wolter looked like the cat who has swallowed the canary.
He hopes to get something done now. He was optimistic about making
the Permanent Councll & really democratic body and anticipates that
Miyake will soon get himself into so much trouble that he'll have to
get out. "He'll talk too much." Welter suspects Fukushima of

nominating Miyake because "A chairman has no right to express his

¢pinion,"1

I warned that when the 11d 1s taken off, the people who have
been oppressed for so long, may be expected to react violently.
(I do not Mnow whether he really means to take the 1id off, but it
doesn't hurt to throw out lines.) Wolter nodded wisely and sald he
was anticipating this. Brown remarked that it would not be a bad
idea to let this notion seep into the skull of Mr. Bennett. Sald

I, "If you don't mention it, you're llkely to have the place full

s

of soldiers with fixed bayonets.”

4
Pagész -zﬁ&&g:ﬁ

2, Evacuee objections to the "elass feeling" maintained by

T. T have verbatim notes on this meeting which will go into & report.
I am now sitting in the cat-bird seat and may attend any council
meeting I choose.
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Bennett were pointedly mentioned in Brown's report.

Page 2 - Line 7: 3

3. Thls sentiment 1s extremely common. Mr, Ishizu, the extro-
vert block menager, dared to express this sentiment in the Council
Meeting, covering it up with frequent giggles. It was commented
upon with amusement and with neds of approval by my anti-Administra-
tion friends,

Page 3 - parsgraph }/.9——

4, The reason evacuees are not allowed to go to Phoenix is as
follows:

The week of September 19th to 25th Terry and his wife and
Gravesl and his wife went to Phoenix for a blowout. They had a good
many drinks and on the way back Graves suggested that they stop at
a small bar and have some more, Terry demurred, but Graves was
pretty far under and insisted.

In the bar they met & Japanese girl whom Graves knew. He
invited her teo have a drink with them. She had a coke, At the bar,
the Japanese girl sat next to a soldier. The soldler started to
talk to the girl and she talked back. About this time Graves and
Terry went to the men's room. The soldier and the girl continued to
exchange remarks and about this time an M,P. came up. The first
thing they lmew the evacuee girl and Mrs., Graves were under arrest.
When Graves and Terry returned from the men's room and saw lrs,
Graves under arrest Graves pulled off his coat and started to fight
I, Head of Internal Security, replacing Williamson
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the M,P, A terrific brawl followed, Graves was arrested on a
charge of drunk and disorderly conduct and was foreibly removed.
by the police,

He was locked up in jall, When Terry finally managed to
bail him out 1t was 2:00 a,m, As soon as he was out of the cell
he started to fight again,

Bennett and Terry went to see Governor Osbern to try and
get this arrest taken off the books., Osborn was very very provoked.
Sald he, "An officer of the law at least should know how to behave
himself." Bennett and Terry finally got the governor to destroy
the records - to avert scandal - by bargaining with the governor and
promising to cancel all evacuee leaves to Phoenix, The inhabitants
of Phoenix don't like to see Japs walking the streets. So all dally
leaves to Phoenlx have been cancelled since the end of September, to
the great annoyance of some of the evacuees. Evacuees may go into
Phoenix only on their way to be relocated.

Harry Inouye, who 1s a typlcal bold Hawailan, is relocating
the end of this month. He insists that he, his wife and children,
should be allowed to go to Phoenix to buy some decent clothes so
that they will not arrive in Philadelphia looking like paupers.
Since he has been given leave clearance he feels that he ought to
be allowed to go to Phoenix. After all, he 1s now a free American,
Freeland hush-hushed him, but Inouye swears he will go to Bennett
himgelf and tell him what he thinks, I have his promise to tell me
all, in case he does this, :

5(1 This 1s accurate.,
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Pape 4 - Hospital Situation

6., This is sccurate but inadequate. Collier was transferred

due to his remerkably bad adjustments with the hespital evacuee

gstaff. The situation merits a short paper. .

Page 4 - Poston Strike

7. This is very interesting. Tamie and X. see the Poston strike
as the "deed that saved Poston." It has evidently givem the pro-
strike group in Poston tremendous self-confidence and self-satis-
faction, Nelther of them seems to realize the evil odor in which
the Poston strikers are held by the American John Deoe, X, stated
that there is no hope for Gila whatever, unless we have & viclent
uprising and catharsis.

M

8. I am gathering what informeation I can on the diverting of
food from Caucasian to evacuee mess, I have eaten in evacuee messes
several times with Wolter's connivance. The food 1s inadequate, both
in food value and in smount. The amount of meat served is roughly'
one-eighth of that given to Caucasians, I have been unsble to plek
up any out-and-out accusations of diversion of points, even from
my complaining mess-steward friends. The trouble, says Kondd, is
that the Caucasiens are fed by meal count, not by the points in
thelr ration books., The trouble is caused by the fact that many of
the Caucasians, including myself, have not handed in thelr ration
books. I am convineed, however, that points alone are not responsible
for the poor meals served., Cemplaints are unceasing, but Wolter

intimeted at the interview mentioned above, that something was going




to be done next week.

The evacuees have circulated a petition that Dr., Lawson, the
behemoth female who heads up the hospital diet, be put in charge of
the dlet of the entire camp. A rumor, which Wolter discounted, has
taken complete possession of the evacuee mind: 1.,e,, that Lawson has
spent 200 dollars of her own money buying food for evacuee hospital
patients. The evacuees, I am told, have made up & purse to pay her
back, (I must get the straight dope from Miyake.)

Lawson hes also gained great popularity by battling Keadle in publie
for adequate food for the hospltal.
Page 5 - line &

9, This is an exeggeration, From all appearances, Keadle did

not try desperately to keep the matter a seeret, He merely lacked

the guts to anfﬁnnce to the hostile mess supervisors.
Page 5 - line -2G.

10. This is true Iinsofar as the evacuses got no meat for two
weeks and have gotten little since, while the Cgucasian supply has
been ample, . .

Page frﬂE:;;ﬁi:Z€b be&)

11, Kondo, who is probably the friend, refused to make the same

statement to me. I have been told by a girl friend who works in the
Caucasian mess that Stanley, the former mess cook of Canal Caucaslan
mess, who since the relocation of the Butte eooﬁ has takén charge of
both messes, "knows the butcher boys and can get all the meat he
wants.," |

Page 7 - paragraph X,

12, Very true. Any evacuee who is seen going into the adminis-
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trative offices 1s soon suspected of being an inu,
© - 2\ :
Page Fi—TIine 3,

13. Very common attitude, which I shall describe in detail

when I tackq},the counecil,

Page 1D - paragraph 2,

14, Such commens,are leglon,

Page = .

15, This loafing 1is essuming serious proportlons., People
who were terminated during the summer months are refusing to accept
positions vacated by segregees. The new High School is being built
by three carpenters and only one of them is any good. A ceall was
gent out for 25, but no one applied. "Why should we work when they
ecut us from 19 to 16?" they say. lNiyake is concerned, The
agricultural group is desperate, Developments are going to be very

interesting.

Page a@ aregraph 5

16, Mrs. Mizuno is a sister of I, who dictated the long verbatim
statement which will be inecluded in my segregation report, I am
rapldly becomihg intimate with this strange lady and we have long
chats, Like I, she eventually gets so riled up that she says far
more than she intends, She is intelligent and appears to be well=-
to-do. She does not mow "why my husband is interned." I hear all
gbout her abused children,

Page ﬂﬁI: Nobu Kawal
1%, €t was Nobu's brother and sister-in-law that I spent the

night with at Secaton. - I'1l try to get his statement typed soon and

sent in,
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Page £9 - paragraph 47

18, I think this 1s a little too ecyniecal a viewpoint,
Opportunism is certalnly a powerful motive in decisions for
repatriation. But many indlviduals are going to Tule Lake, and
do not wish to repatriate. True, they think they will be safe in
Tule, but they are puzzled, upset and terrifled at the possibility
of forced relocation., MNany young pcople accompanied parents un-

willingly and some parents accompanled No-No children, The young

" men who fell on their knees and wept aloud as the traln pulled out

of Casa Grande were, I think, moved by something more than sheer

opportunism,

2
Pago'ﬂéj- paragraph Téﬁ

19, This must he young Ishiura, who informed on Miura,

Page 3D - time—3—

20, Kimi Murakaml, whose case is described more fully in my

report. . s
aa. e e o
Page B& - Hine—F. Z

21, Incorrect, Pamphlets were handed out and the bleek
managers used extensively.

Page. 3% . paragraph 3,

22. The hopeless defeatism, the opilnion that if you dare to
say anything you'll be sent to Leupp lles over Gila llke a wet
blanket., It will be most interesting to see how this 1s affected
by the developments promised by Wolter,




October 22, 1943
Prof, Thomas:

I have received your letter of October 20, Also the reports., I
appreeiate your encouraging words, I needed them, because I have lost
Tamie's criticisms,

Leighton's suggestion is very amuging and interesting, Itds an
ackmowledgement of his defeat. He has probably found the materials on
hand #nadequate., He tried to do something impossible, You can't analyze
the evacuees by just coming to Poston at a moment notice and staying
on the periphery for a year. That's too good to be true, After all, the
evacuecs' backgrounds dating back for so many years are the basis for
their interactions and interrcactions. Recently I have been told by some
of the A. P.'s (Len Nelson, Ted Haas, and Nell Findley among others)
that they withheld information from Leighton., Those evacuees who worked
in the bureau wepe young kids who didn't lmow the Japanese or the comm-

nity. Two good evacuees who Imew the commmity (Fukushima and Sasalki)

wouldn't dare to write, Another thing —-- Leighton knew and knows that

Tamie has collected plenty of good stuff, He considered her as the rival.
3 woulg;irgdé?;ny of Tamie's for his. Only thing which might be valu-
able to us might be his records of interviews with ovacuess --- 1ife
histories and Leighton's analyses of personality. He should have about
25 to 30 of these, FEven these we can get them eventually when we ean
come around to it and when the commumity is ready. I would say --- for
a bargain, noj for nothing, yes.

It appears as‘if I must accept the vice chairmanship of the new
Executive Board, Ivery political leader is putting terrific pressure on
me to accept the position, They worked out a compromise with my block,

The committee sugrested and the Council, Nelson , and Nomura all con-
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curred in making an ex@dption --- an evacuee holding two full time offices,
I must work as the Block Manager of 45 and the vice chairman of the Fxe-
cutive Board, "Unless you accept the evacuee participation in the admini-
stration is going to fold up," thie is the way they put it, Only thing -
I don't kmow how I can manage all the work, As far as the Cal work is
concerned it's swell —— going to sit at the vantage point. I hope
I won't be a wreck,

I have received a letter from my informant at Tule Lake. He re-
ported the situation there is tense, He has been there only ten days
yet but already many troubles occurred. (Detail in the journal)

1. The workers on the farm struck.

2. About fifteen Hawaiian Nisei broken up a daneing party foreibly.,

8. The wirdows of the Housing Department destroyed. A Baucasian

office worker beaten,

"I had expected all these things before coming here, but I didn't
think they would hapren so soon, It makes me gloomy, " he concluded,

COMMENTS ON "HANKEY!S COMMENTS"
#1 (page 1 - line 4) Ve discarded the opinion of Mrs, Kondo on this
subject, because we kmew that she was biased, Te based ours on Mary
Obata, John Morooka, Ken Nishimoto, and Kawamoto,

. dnd
#7 Poston Strike, There were no pro-strike group e¥ anti-strike group

at the time of the disturbance. I must admii;%g; group Haney refers as
the pro-strike group are all the Poston evacuces except a few Nisei on
the periphery®#¥ Tamie and I fully realize the John Doe effect. It is
true we forget inadvertently to mention that the American public also
exists outside the fence, No evacuee at the time thought about the outside
effect., It was a question of 1life or death to every ome -— couldn't

be thinking of what the American publie might say —-—- at the begimning.

It was nothing like the attempted mess strike in Gila, We had about fifty
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of that kind, finally coming to the elimax in November, The situation
leading up to it was so bad., The emotional stress and motivational urge
became so great that the strike harpened without premeditation, There
drwonf 7he gvdcaels
wags a complete umanimity of opinion and unity of actioev It was a mass
movement of peoples—- Spicer at the height of the incident cried, "A
social revolution!" I never experienced anything likt it except once 5¢?6’¢ '
——- the rice riots in Tokyo (Riots were all over Japan, I only saw those

in Tokyo,) It must be very difficult for the outsiders to realize the

value deprived, The prevailing sentiment, here is that the advantages off-
/ Qur éAVl'"g
set all the adversities, 1 wonder/any one can realize =t aanitxqbelnu

endangered by an accumulation of frustrations. The evacuees also feel
that the publie opinion is adverse to the Japanese anyway. It cannot
be any worse., They believe that the Poston strike supplied ane more

And ne wersec
topic to the race baiters and the pressure groups, If they didn't pick
the strike, they would have found something else anyway, The evacueces
feel that they received just as much adverse publicity from the derail-
ing of the Banta Fe train on the Colorado bridge at Parker, which no Ja-
panese was eonnected with.

Ineidentally, we believed that the caliber of the evacuees at Poston
is much'higher than those at Gila, ¥e withheld this opinion from the
report because we were afraid that our mﬁ;‘fght have been biased, I
have reflected upon it several timés gsince then § T am still eonvinced of
it,

#8 (page 5 - para, 1)

Shigeo Iwohara, the man who was in charge of the ration points,
and &, Nakanishi, another member of the department, msde those charges,
#0 (page 5 - line 11)

For the general statement at the beginning of the pararraph, John

Morooka, the vacuee Property Department chief, and John Yamasaki were




.k
the informant. Ve presented this to make a contrast with Poston, where
the A, P.'s presented lyer's teletype message within one hour after they
had received it., They said, "Here is an order from Washington, What
shall we do?" They had no staff conference to work out a policy among
themselves first,
#16 (page 22 - paragraph 2)

Mrs, Miguno is the sister-in-law of my neighbor in my block, ©She is
not well-to-do, She knows d--n well why her husband had been taken away,
She is sly and tough. Don't let her pull Hankey's leg.

#18 (page 29 - paragraph 4)

second
You must remember that was the firmt week of S ptember, TheaSEgregation
was still sbout one month away. The prevailing sentiment wae not statie.
As the day approached the sentiment took a serious turn at Poston — I
presume it happened in Gila, too She is correct with her criticiam,
#18 (page 29 - paragraph 4)

This comment (the first line) didn't strike me so well, I am glad
she doesn't agree with us, I didn't know that Tamie had slipped this
paragraph in. I advised her not to put that in, because we are not ready
to explain the backgrouﬁ;ifg%. It is not adequate, Let's keep it as an
open subject a little while longer,

Another thing — those accompanying "no-no" from their free will

are not included in our term “disloyrz.l“._%r g JZ!.(?" “Qecessories

#19 (page 29 - paragraph 7)

correct, I felt like spitting in his face, I distrusted him and
disgusted with him thoroughly,
#21 (page 35 - 1line 5)
By pamphlets she probably means the booklets prepared by the "RA at Washing-
ton, Ve had the mimeographed instructions issued by the projectgl»w "

Tamie should have written "mostly" for "entirely" (line €).
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#22 (page %5 - paragraph 3)

By "defeatism"” I meant more than what she commented, I also meant
the feeling of predicament of being Japanese, Now I started something,
W11l you wait until a later date for detail?

These comments were given on good faith with sincere intention to
help.

Regpeetfully yours,

Copry sent to Tamie




