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Dictated by Mr. Hikida on  the  subject of  the. formation of 

the  political organization. 

J Quest (OfilS interna (atW b^ 

The first group meeting to  be  held  was  at Mess Hall 72, on 
about  the 27th of August. As one of  the  representatives of Block 
<o4, appointed by  the  Block Manager, I attended this meeting. 

There were two others from Block 54; Ernest Iwasaki, Hawa iian 

Nisei, and  a  Mr. Ikeda, who was an Issei. The meeting  was  called 

to order about 8 o'clock,  and  Mr. Oishi  acted as  temporary chair-

man. Mr. Miura  spoke a few  minutes  on  behalf of  the sponsors  of 

the  first meeting  of  block representatives, stating  the  motive, 

and  objective of having this meeting.  He said  there  was a  definite 

need of some  kind  of  representation, or organization,  at the  pre-
• 

sent, until such time  that a  temporary sssnrfetss committee could 

be organized, in order that the evacuees would  be  better organized, 
to 

and/bring  about a  better understanding between  the  administration 

and the evacuees. This committee was also  necessary  in  order to 

expedite the completion  of the  facilities  of the camp  through bet-

ter negotiations with  the  administrative staff. 

The question  came  up  from the  representatives  that  Jifost  of 

the  epresentatives, in reality, were not official represe ntatives, 

due  to the fact that  they were  just told  by the  Block^Managers to 

attend this meeting, and said. that  they were not elected  by the 

evacuees ; therefore, whatever xxx discussed:  at  this meeting could 

not  be  recommended or approved by them, since they  had no  authority. 

One of the  members  suggested that  we have the first official meet-

ing  at  the selected date, at which time each 31ock xaxxgsrx  would* 

elect their own representatives by having a mass meeting of  the 

block's residents, during which time/ two Nisei  and two  Issei were 

to be elected. It was agreed upon,  and  instead of disbanding imme-

diately, tfcsxBiKX  those at  the meeting discussed  some of  the problems 

which had arisen, and which needed to be considered  at  that particular 
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discussion 

time, so the first meeting wa® more on an informal/basis. We re 

there any Caucasians present? No, it was conducted in Japan ese, 

and there were no Caucasians present. This first meeting wa s 

called purely as an Issei Block representative meeting, an d the 

Nisei were invited as guest to listen to what was going on, t here-

fore, in this respect, Mr. Iwas aki was not an official representa-

tive. «There were about 25 Nisei pres nt. 

In regards to. the first official meeting, some expressed the 

opinion, that because of the language difficulties, why not let 

the Nisei meet separately. There was an objection to that f rom 

other representatives, that it was not a wise plan to have tw o se-

parate meetings. As long as the evacuees were all living in one 

camp, it was felt that they should all meet and discuss tog ether 

to diminish any hard feelings between the two groups, so it w as 

suggested that the next meeting be a combined one. 

Q. Did the first meeting have official sanction?^. I don't th ink 

so. Who were those people instrumental in formulating the m eeting? 

Mr. Miura and Mr. Oishi. As far as the meeting was concern ed, Mr. 

i:iura might and might not be a little hesitant in telling of his 

part in the first meeting, because of personal reasons. The meet-

ing was about the latter part of August .j^fhortly after tha t, Mr. 

Miura came to me very much disturbed over the agitation of a man 

called Mr. Otajiro Yamamoto, who he^aid, had gained consi derable 

foilowing in the community, was was using more or less gangs ter 

tactics in order to push through a feeling against the Nisei , and 

to push the Issei into power, and Miura, who was sort of strad dling 

a middle course, was threatened by henchman of this man. At th is 

time, :irs. Smith was acting as Director of Community Welf are. Mr. 

riura submitted a letter in which he stated that Mr. Yamam oto and 

his group were dangerous to the community, and asked tha t something 
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be done about their removal, Mr. Fredericks in the Int ernal Security 

had a t&lk with Mr. Mijara, Oishi, Mitsu#ori, Harry Miya ke, Nobu 

Kawai, and one or two ts others, at which meeting I was  present (Mr. 

Spencer talking) and all of these men denounced Mr. Yamam oto as an 

agitator, but when it came to pinning them down to def inite accusa-

tions, it was difficult to do so with the result that Mr. F redericks 

let the matter rest, and in a little while it had blown o ver. Would 

you consider that to be Mr. Miura'a/hesitation at disc ussing the 
-rf\-

matter?J Well, as long as he has already told you of the si tuation, 

I would like to say that what I found out was that it was not Yama-

moto himself, but his followers that were agitators. T hey were so 

disatisfied with the leaders in the Tulare Assembly Cent er, the 

Yamamoto group tried to keep those who were active out of  the acti-

vities here. There was such an intense Reeling that I think M r. 

Miura and Mr. Oishi, and others, thought it very dangerous— that is 

why they called the first meeting.(^Do you think that w as the basis 

for the first meeting? Yes. I was told this was the reas on, but 

how true it is, I do not know, as I was not at the 'Tulare Ass embly 

\c P Center. It seems to me that the first meeting was held  to keep 

¿own the agitatingsof the Yamamoto fellow. Mr. Oishi wa s the char-

man, and Mr. Miura the speaker. The atmosphere was very b ad as 

there was so much disatisfaction among the Tulare represe ntatives 

who attended the first meeting. 

The things discussed at the first meeting were also disc ussed 

at the second meeting. When this question was brought up, I spoke 

and expressed my opinion that I met Mrs. Smith when I arr ived at 

the Canal Camp August 14, and had had a friendly talk with her, and 

she told me that Mr. Smith was away and any suggestions fro m the 

evacuees would be greatly appreciated. She wanted to se t up an ad-

visory board amo&g the Issei since Issei are ±ias denie d the right/ 
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to hold elective office. I pointed out at this meeting that  the 

WRA already had such ideas, and so it was no use for us to do a ny-

thing on our own. 

The second thing/ discussed was the incompletion of the fac i-

lities of the £amp. They were very distressed over the sit uation 

and wanted, to do something that would hasten the completio n. 

The confiscation of the Japanese "books at the Assembly Ce nters 

was aiso discussed, and a desire to have their "books retu rned to 

them was expressed. 

Finally, it was decided to have the next meeting about four 

or five days later, which would be the first official meet ing. 

Whatever proposals they wanted to have discussed could be br ought 

up then. The meeting was then disbanded. 

A You mention the disatisfaction with the general conditi ons 

confronting the community in regards to the physical sid e, and I 

wondered how much of that was blamed on Mr. Smith. What was the 

opinion of him at that time?^. There was a definite feeling a mong 

the people that Mr. Smith was not very active, naturally the y 

blamed him. Mr. Hikida says he can now sympathize with  1  r. Smith, 

but at that time even he felt Mr. Smith to be unsatisfactory . 

Some of the members want c. to report the incidents to the 

Spanish Embassy. Bid they ever/ report that? Mr. Hikida say s 

the answer to that will come in a later summary.J 

The second meeting. (Or the first official meeting) 

This meeting was held a out August 31 or September 1st 

at I'ess Hall 72. There were about 50 representatives. At th at 

time, there were about 14 blocks occupied. There should have 

been about 64 but some of the blocks did not send their full ) re-

presentation. There were about 15 or 20 spectators. These p eople 
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were seated separately. The question of chairmanship ca me up, 

ana to my surprise, they tried to keep Mr. Oishi arid Mr. Miura out. 

They nominated Mr. Hikida, who refused, and then after much per-

suasian, finally accepted. He says that had he known the re was 

such a definite feeling against the other two, he would hav e definely 

refused the offer, as he did not wish to be involved too much in 

politics. 

At the beginning of the meeting, he expressed the opinio n 

that the meeting was called for the betterment of condition s for 

the evacuees. He asked for any proposals. There were about three 

written proposals out of those 14 blocks. Among those pro posed, 

one was, of course, to file a petition asking for the pr ivilige 

for Issei to hold elective office in the Community Counc il. Second-

ly, negotiations for immediate completion of all the fa cilities 

such as housing conditions, hot water, filling ditches, electric 

lights, and others. Also immediate arrangements for o pening of 

schools, recreational facilities, hospital, and social w elfare. 

There were also a few more proposals such as transportation  faci-

lities between the two capps, and better methods for tra nsportation 

of food to each mess hall. There was also the report an d negotia-

tions to be made to the Spanish Embassy, as to the improve ment of 

conditions in camp. Negotiations with the W.C.C.A. and t he Army 

was discussed, in order to defer the transferring of the  Tulare 

Cefcter, until the camp was more completed. Harry Miyake e xplained 

that it was a hard thing to do. The .WRA did attempt to withhold 

the movement of the people here, brought it up with the Regi onal 

office, and Dillon Meyer, the director of the'WRA, att empted to 

stop it but could not ¿0 anything against the srsixx A rmy's decision. 

Added incentive was provided $z>y the resolution of the me eting. 
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The meeting was more or less orderly as compared to the  first 

meeting, and  it  was  finally  decided that  this  hoard of representa-

tives would never work  efficiently,  so  it  was oroposed to have a 

committee of  10  people to be the official representatives^  It  was 

to be co posed  of  5 Nisei, and  5 Issei.  The question came up as » 

to how  they  would be  appointed.  More than a half  hour  was spent 

in  order to find a solution, and finally  ,  although  I  was given 

the power to choose the  10, I  selected three or  four  that  I  thought 

to be  qualified,  and had them act as a nominating  committee.  The 

10 were chosen at that meeting and approval given  by  the  rest. 

THE C0L3IITTEE MEETING-  OF THE 10 REPRESENTATIVES. 

About two days  later,  a committee meeting was  held, 
1 

and although  I  was not a member, they asked me to come down to  sit 

in. I  thought  it  would be  wise  since  I  had acted as  chairman,  so 

I  attended. Ernest Iwasaki was one of the active members of  the 

committee representing the  Nisei,  and was a great help to  me.  Among 

the  Issei,  there  were  two men  Mr.  Hikida  did  not approve, of/  because 

of their attitude.  Their  interest seemed to be due to some disatis-

faction,  and  Mr. Otajiro  Yamamoto and  S.  Ando of Turlock were not 

liked by many people because of their  agitative attitude. 

It  was suggested that  in  order to negotiate with the  Project 

Director in  regards to the  facilities  and  conditions, it  would be 

better to have them  in  a written  form,  and with that  petition,  or 

resolution,  the negotiations could be made  simpler. Ernest Iwasaki 

was ateked  to dr aw up  a  resolution.  This constitued most of  the meet-

ing. In  regards to the  negotiations with  the Spanish  Embassy, I 

was very careful to  stress  the importance of the  approach.  Instead 

of writing a letter  full  of  complaints  and mistreatment by the  ad-

ministration, Mr. Hikida  suggested  ¿hat  they must take the  atti-

tude  fif just reporting poor conditions in  a  sincere manner, and state 
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that since such conditions existed, we would appreciate the ir 

bringing it to the attention of the United States Governmen t. 

A few days later, the committee met with Mrs. Smith ana 

presented her with their written resolutions. Mrs. Smit h promised 

that Mr. Smith would attend their next meeting and answer the re-

sc" 

— , - 'ion was sent to the Spanish Embassy in regards to ne-

gotiat ions with the evaciuees, not in the name of the Block R.ebre-

sentatives, but in the name of the Issei alone. Mr. Hikida did 

not sign the petition as he was planning to retire from the scene. 

About Sept.  7 or 10th, Mr. Smith came to the 3rd meeting, ana 

explained every point made in the written resolution. Mr. Hikida 

acted as interpreter. Although the representatives wished to dis-

cuss matters more in detail, there was not sufficient time. Mr. 

Smith presented a straight explanation, and did not attem pt to ans-

wer the questions. There were no" discussions as the meetin g ad-

journed soon after Mr. Smith left. 

Three or four days later, Mr. Smith's speech was typewritte n 

into a 10 paged document, and distributed to each block for t he 

evacuees to read. In this report, Mr. Smith discussed why, in his 

opinion, the Issei were not allowed to hold elective offi ce. He 

stated that it was the policy of the WRA in Washington, and no 

ruling made in the camp itself. 

Mr. Hikida brings up the point in regards to the incomplete ness 

of the camp, and says that there was a fear, or worry, oe the part 

of the residents as to the ditches.all over the camp ground s. They 

were quite dangerous since there were no lights, and peopl e often 

fell into them, injuring themselves. 

THE FOUR H MEETING-. This meeting was helg about Sept. 10 or 
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11.  Before this  meeting,  we had a few committee meetings.  In 

all of these meetings, the question was raised as to whether w e 

should go further  in  negotiating for the Issei holding  elective 

office,  or drop  it.  At  this  meeting,  or  at any of the committee 

meetings,  Mr.  Yamamoto insisted that we should go ahead on the 

subject of Issei to "be given such  power.  The majority of the  com-

mittee members agreed to go farther  in  the negotiations, and Yama-

moto and Ando always insisted quite  strongly.  It- was finally de-

cided to  file  a petition to Washington, directed to  Mr. Dillon  Meyer 

asking  for a reason and requesting the revision of such a  law. 

Mr. Hikiaa said that as the Issei could not be given such pow er, 

they should cooperate with the election of the Community Cou ncil. 

This  4th meeting was held at Mess 57, ana  Mr.  Hikiaa acted as 

chairman once  more.  The report was made by Srnest Iwasaki at 

to the committee's negotiations with  Mrs.  Smith, and of  Mr.  Smith's 

attending the 3rd meeting. 

In  regard^  to the question of Issei holding office,  it  was sug-

gested that a petition be filed with  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Fryer, and  Mr. 

Dillon  Meyer. Among the representatives there was a suspicion that 

such a policy was the result of the Project Director, and not of 

the WRA  in  Washington. They claimed that  in  the Assembly Centers, 

some promises were made which stated that there would be no  distinction 

between the Issei and  Nisei.Qj,?r.  Miura stated that  Mr.  Yamamoto 

arranged that statements were to be mistranslated, thus causing 

doubt in the minds of the Issei who could not read  English.  Was 

that  true?f^, I don't think  so .  One of the representatives read tfeat 

part of the regulation, and everyone had the impression tha t the 

booklet definitely provided the Issei and  Nisei  with the same dis-

tinction.  Mr.  Hikiaa later, read' the article, and found different 

interpretations.  In  the first place, the booklet was for the Nisei, 
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while secondly, it stated that the Issei could take part in 

the Relocation Centers, provided it met with the approval o f the 

WRA policies. Thus, Mr. Hikida cioes not think that Mr. Yam a-

moto was to blame for the wrong interpretation. 

The main discussion of the meeting was the filing of the 

petition, and it was unanimously decided upon to file it. A lso, 

at that meeting, the committee of 10 be dissolved and a large r 

committee be sii formed, because of the fact that at the ti me of 

the 4th. meeting about 10 new blocks had been added. The 10 also 

wanted to dissolve in favor of a stronger committee. 

How to form the committee was now the question. A sugges-

tion was made that a committee of 20 be formed for future activi-

ties, since ±& there was no temporary Community Council app ointed 

as yet, and there was a need for an organization to repres ent 

the evacuees. It was decided that two men from each block would 

be Candidates, and out of that number, 20 would be chosen as 

regular committee members^/ 

A few days later, we had a meeting of the two members sxstoc 

representing each block (about 50 candidates, half of wh ich were 

• Is ei) and at that meeting we picked the first 20 as a commit tee, 

and the rest who were not chosen, left. The 20 elected their 

officials; chairman, vice-chairman, secretary, and hx a sub-

division of committees (sanitation, community enterprise s, com-

munity welfare, and the like) and Mr. Hikida acted as chairm an 

again. After the formation and election of the committee, i t was 

decided to have the 20 draw up a petition to be filed in the 

three aforementioned locations. Ernest Iwasaki and Mr. Hikida 

worked out the petition. There were two or three committe e 

meetings after that meeting. Mr. Yamamoto and Mr. Anao were 

also d>n the committee of 20. 
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From that time on, Mr. Hikicia tried to resign "but wa s not 

allowed to do so. His wife did not want him to "be active in 

politics which was part of the reason for his trying to w ithdraw. 

Mr. Hikida feels that filing the petition is useless, but i f 

some ansv^er were given, the people might be a little sor e satis-

fied. The petition xstltiiax was sent to Mr. Dillon Mey er, ana 

since I r. Smith had already resigned, two copies were giv en to Mr. 

Fryer who was at Gila at the time. After the filing of the peti tion, 

Mr. Hikida definitely cut his connections with the commi ttee. The 

petition was signed by about 14 or 15 people, members of the original 

20 committee members. 

Mr. Fryer came to the 5th meeting as a result of the petit ion. 

Mr. Hikida did not attend the meeting. Mr. Jo acted as tem porary 

chairman in his place. Mr.  Fryer explained the policies of the 

":VRA in regards to the Issei holding elective office. The n came 

the question of should they wait for an answer; if the ans wer did 

not come, should they dissolve the meetings, or should th ey stop 

at that point. Although Mr. Hikida was not active at the ti me, 

they came to him for advise. He told them that as long as M r. 

Fryer had already explained things clearly, there was n o use wait-

ing for an answer, and that they should dissolve the org anization 
a 

and start election of/temporary Community Council, giv ing it their 

full cooperation. Mr. Yamamoto said that if the Issei were no t 

to be given the privilege of holding office, they should n ot co-

operate with the Administration or the Community Council;  he was 

severely criticized for his statements. The committe e disbanded 

and about a month later a reply came from Washington stating tha t 

Issei could not hold office,, and explaining why. 

Summary: Forty or fifty representives, or about 75 percent 
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of the representatives were very sincere in filing the petition. 

They thought, instead of limiting elective office to the Ni sei, if 

Issei could fee given such power, it would be easier for the Nisei 

to work, "because they would not be the target of Issei criticism« 

It was thought that as long as we were all here together, s uch dis-

tinctions should not be made since it might create a pro blem within 

the camp. 

Mr. Yamamoto's activities in the meetings were in most case, 
> 

nothing more than jealousy of his part towards those who wer e active 

in the Tulare Assembly Center, and his disatisfaction wi th the con-

tacts of those same people. 

Mr. Hikida thinks that the tense atmosphere would have co me 

up at a later date, stating that in the other Relocation C enters' 

newspapers, the same dis&tisfactions xksmi: show up, and  feels th&t 

perhaps it was better for it to come up during the earlier s tages 

of the camp, than at a later date. 

The Block Council is still in operation. How does it fun ction 

in regards to the Community Council? There is no connecti on between 

the two, although a Co munity Council member may attend th e Block 

Council meeting and make a report. If there are any prob lems to 

discuss, the reports it to the Community Council. A board,  made 

up of the chairman of each Block Council which will act as an inter-

mediary between Block Council and Community Council, wou ld create a 

better understanding among the residents of camp. 

What are some of the backgrounds of the Community Counci l? 

When did it begin to be formulated and under what Sscrsm co nditions 

was the constitution drafted? A temporary Community Coun cil was 

elected immediately after the dissolution of the Block  Representa-

tives. By whom were the members elected? By the residen ts of the 

Block. The Block Council were members elected by eac h barrack. 
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The Qommunity Council was elected "by petitions and secret  ballot, 

and each Block is represented by one person. This person has t o 

be a Nisei, although the Issei were allowed to vote. 
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Note» 

The following pages were taken 

Mr. Hikida and myself, following 

or less on a question and answer 

from an informal disoussion between 

up Mr, Hikida»s report. It was more 

basis and has been set down as suoh. 



,  ge' 1—Spencer 
< 

I f  . 
j I 
i Mr. Hikida read my manuscript on famlljty organizatio n. He had 
, i 

the following emendation to offer: The Kenjin-Kal was a f actor in 

ringing people to ether in the latter stages of settle ment along 

the Pacific Coast. Originally, in the first stages of immi gration, 

a closer tie was felt by people of the same*mural It was this mura 

relationship which substituted for the extended families. Individuals 

from the same town or village banded together  and  the obligations 

placed on the extended families in Japan were born by thi s group, 

thus in fsraiiiss funerals, in cases of economic necessit y, house 

building in rural areas, these people of the sa ie mura a cted together 

cooperatively,  giving  time and money interchangeably for group co-

operation. Later as the need for such cooperation became less pro-

nounced, individuals having expressed themselves in diffe rent ways 

and  in different professions, the Kenjin-Kai grew up having more of 

the functions of  a  social club than of the cooperative organization. 

Mura relationships were retained by those who had adopted  a common 

profession such as farming, but this died out after the fi rst few 

years' settlement. It rather happened that the Kenjin-Kai  replaced 

the mura group and with the occuFence the cooperative purpos e of the 

mura group broke down. Kenjin-kai associations existed ra ther as 

social clubs, tee*»e cooperative intent was only secondary to the 

preservation of the sentimental values of such an assoc iation. In 

the early 1920*3 the Kenjj'in-Kai was far more active than now . With 

the formation of the Japanese Association to whom anyone  could go 

for welfare aid, function of the Kenjin-Kai became less pronounced. 

Vith the new generation, Kenjin-Kai associations have fall en by the 

board. 

MARRIAGE. 

In arranging marriages today, the locality or the prefect ural 

association membership is not considered so markedly as i n former times. 
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Such considerations were strong antil 1920 or 1925, "but t here has 

been a gradual break-down since that time because the N isei, having 

been brought in contact ?iith An/rlo-American patterns, have taken 

to choosing their own mates with^the investigation on the part of 

bishaku-nin. Before the formation of social clubs for t he Nisei, 

and before the new generation was sufficiently strong nu merically 
ken 

to express itself socially 5 people from the same XsH l̂sixkidt associa-

tion were usually obliged by their parents to stay wit hin the Ken-

jln-kal group in choosing a mate. The position of the Kenji n-kai 

at this time was that of a number of small restrictive groups  in 

which endogamy was the accepted rule. Such marriages as took place 

before 1925, were usually arranged by bishaku-nin. In 192 5, the 

first beginnings &f Nisei social groups, in the organizati on which 

preceded the formation of the JACL, made for greater soci al contact 

among the Nisei and increased the desire on the parts of Nisei to 

choose their own mates. In such cases, bishaku-nin may b e retained 

but their function is purely vesti^al. The older people today retain 

the Japanese idea of patrilocal residence, at least for th e eldest 

son. A good son Is expected to bring his bride home to h is parents' 

house. Many young couples, prior to evacbation, attempt ed to break 

away from this regimen. Younger sons are free, accordi ng to the 

Japanese pattern, to live away from the family, but are ex pected to 

take up residence near it. In many cases in the pre-evacu ation days, 

especially among rural people, this custom was retained an d it often 

happened that an older couple would have two or three sets o f married 

children living with them. The younger people have always co nsciously 

or unconsciously attempted to break away from such parent al domin-

ation. More progressive groups of Nisei did succeed in b reaking away 

from the parents and maintain separate residence. The desir e for 
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privacy in married life is marked among many NJ.sei, esp ecially those 

who have been privileged to obtain an American educatio n. Thus in 

moving from the home to the Assembly Center, and from the Assembly 

Center to the Relocation Center, maay young people thou ght this an 

excellent o ;portunity to break away from the family, in mos t cases, 

especially on going to the Relocation Center, they were no t successful 

in doing this because the families were obliged to live t ogether be-

cause of the crowded housing conditions. Several cases h ave come 

conscious 

to my and Mr. Hlkida's attention which show that effort 

has been made to break away from in-laws, or even from the parents. 

Issei public opinion is generally against such individua ls who are 

conceived to be flaunting their parents, and openly disobe ying the 

older people and acting out of accord with the establis hed order. 

The desire on the part of the families to keep the young pe ople to-

gether is strong. The Issei generally feel hurt and disap pointed 

when some of the young people choose to live by themselves . The pro-

blem of "ahuto* (in-laws), is recognized as a difficult pro blem even 

in Japan, and has been carried over to an accentuated de gree in this 

country. Many stories and anecdotes are current about th e difficulty 

of getting along with one's in-laws. Japanese mythology i s full of 

tales of this kind, thus family troubles often arise as the  result of 

in-law lnteference. Such family troubles are usually a scribed by the 

community to the in-laws, but the bride comes in for her sha re of the 

blame. It is said that a feood and dutiful wife will go more tha n half 

way to meet the demands of her in-laws. In-law pressure o n the new 

bride is recognized by the community, but she too is consider ed to 

blame in case of marital difficulties. Oddly enough, the b ridegroom 

is never held blameworthy in cases of domestic strife. M any families, 

both in Japan and in America, in marrying off their daughte r considered 
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the number of in-laws  in  the bridegroom 's  family. This  is  particu-
in 

larly true of the Relocation Centers where tfca marri age it is usually 

necessary for the bride to take up residence with the br idegroom's 

family to accommodate the unsettled housing conditions . Even though 

partitions have been erected so that individuals may have a t least 

a modicum of privacy, nevertheless, the families are so c lose together 

that the in-law problem again becomes more acute than in the pre-

evacuation period* In urban Japan today, a young married couple goes 

to live separately, although they generally choose a hou se near the 

groom's parents, thus, the pattern of patrllocal residenc e is still 

retained in modern Japan in so ewhat modified form. Pat rilocal re-

sidônce which had broken down  among  the Nisei in the pre-evacuation 

period, is now, as the result of evacuation,  come  into force again. 

Issei prassuresare somewhat  responsible  for those changed conditions. 

But even in America, where some Nisei managed to live awa y from their 

parents after marriage, a passive bride would take into consideration 

the lack of relatives in her prospective husband's family * Mr. HikidaJ 

tansxEx wife says of him that she is very happy to be married to a 

man with no relatives in this country. Mr. Hlkl&a has  a  brother in 

the United States, but this man was livin  :  in another city. Because 

Mrs. Illklda has only one sister, also married tô a gentle men in an-

other city, the Hikida's have managed to be indépendant of any ties 

of blood, and have managed their own lives and solved the ir own dom-

estic problems. Respect must be paid to in-laws, but y o u n p e o p l e 

are always glad when they are able to avoid the obligat ions imposed 

upon them as the result of their marriages. Another conside ration 

in marrying people who do not have many relatives is the fac t that 

a men with relatives is conceived to be poor, since he g enerally must 

offer some support to them. Older in-laws must always be a ppeased. 

They must be placated with gifts of money. Such appeas ement, Mr. 



Page 5—Spencer  / 

Hiklda says, Is often pitiful*  £[ven  though a man may be well off 

he Is always obliged to look after his own relatives and t hose of 

.  .  __ . The 

his wife who may not enjoy the same privileges. * divorce ra te, 

both in this country and in Japan, is comparatively hi gh. Mr. Hikida 

blames the in-law problem for this situation. In the Rel ocation Centers 

now, marriages are generally entered into on the basis of pr e-evacua-

tion associations, thus young people who were engaged prio r to eva-

cuation have, in many cases, elected to wait until settle ment in the 

Center before taking the step into married life. Only a few excep-

tions of this save come to my attention. Recently, a young man whom 

I know quite well, llasato Inouye, married a girl whom he had met in 

the Assembly Center of Tulare. The marriage in this case w as a Christian 

one and was performed in the Christian church by a Japan ese minister. 

This marriage had come about as a result of courtship both hero, and 

and in Tulare, and the choice of the two individuals was app roved by 

the respective families. In this case, however, the Jap anese pattern 

of bishaku-nin was still followed and go-betweens were selected by 

each family to represent the principals concerned. T he go-betweens 

arranged the use of the church, the enlisting of the servic es of the 

clergyman, and the handling of money pertinent to the cere mony, and 

the post-wedding celebration. Full dress suits were hir ed by the 

Broom and groom's men for the occasion. Following the si mple Christian 

ceremony which was conducted in English, a large group o f invited 

friends of both families, including myself and Charlie Ki kuchi, attended 

the reception banquet. Japanese dishes were served at the  banquet;in 

addition to pickles and olives, there were various kinds o f o-sushl, 

pickled daikon, otsukemono, and soda pop. The peculiar die tary mixture 

of east and west is shown in the presence of sandwiches, soda pop, 

apples and oranges, served with the Japanese delicacies s erved above. 

T e Japanese weddin  -  pattern was followed pretty closely in the speeches 
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which were given before the company was allowed to eat, toasts were 

drunk with soda pop, and many Issei complained about the l ack of 

"sake". The speeches lasted for about an hour or more, a nd as nearly 
newly 

rs I could judge, all of the friends of the h i k m a r r i e d c ouple, 

Issel and Nisei alike, praised them and their families an d wou#d up 

all saying very much the same thing- The company was not p ermitted 

to eat until the speeches were at an end. After the ceremo ny, the 

newly married couple were permitted the use of the Ho neymoon Cottage 

in the other camp for one week. At the banquet, a master o f cere-but 

monies was appointed,fey the blshaku-nln figured promin ently In intro-

ducing the speakers, and in leading toasts and the li ke. The $ bride 

and bridegroom were given a place at the head of the table and were 

Blanked on each side by their respective bishaku—nin. The whole wed— 

din  *  pattern chose the curious admixture of eastern and wester n ele-

ments which characterises so many Nisei marriages. The wedding in 

this case, was conducted in a lavish scale. All the arrangem ents in 

the hiring of clothing for the groom and his men, the purc hase of t&e 

ring, the food, gifts and the like, was handled by admin istrative 

officials on the outside. The Inouye f s are rather well to do and were 

able to afford a rather lavish weddin • Apparently,the agr eement was 

made between the bride and bridegroom's families for joi nt payment 

for the ceremony and the celebration banquet. As nearly as can be 

Judged, the following expenses were entailed: 

1 •  Engagement ana wedding ring. .$275 «00 
2. Hiring of v/edding clothes for 5 

groom' s men and groom 30.90 
3« Silks and veils, corsages for the 

bride and bridesmaids..  *.. |  65*00 
4. Payment of mess help•*.•••.••••••.•••«••.' 30.00 
5* Payment of special cook for the making 

of o-sushl, otsukemono, and sandwiches••»ft 15*00 
6. Soda Pop (1,000 t .05) ......f 50.00 
7. Payment for decorations of church and 

of mess hall.. ....«I 10.00 
8. Payment of officiating minister | 25*00 
9« Cost of engraved invitation cards»»«...«.ft 22«50 

Total |522.50 
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There must have been other incidental expenses not menti oned here. 

This, however, is the general pattern. This is approximat ely what 

was spent at the wedding» The information comes from one of the 

bish&ku-nln Mr» Oishi* This is a good example of one o f the higher 

class Christian marriages in the Center. There were abou t 250 guests 

present at the wedding. The closer relatives gave gifts of mo ney 

to the blshaku-nln to help the families defray the costs of the wed-

ding* Everyone invited gave a wedding gift. The traditio nal Japanese 

custom also practiced in this country, of the young couple s inviting 

their Intimate friends from their own social circle wh ich usually takes 

place some days after the marriage, was not observed in this case 

because of the unsettled plans of the young couple wi th regard to 

outside employment. In some cases, however, young people 's parties 

have taken place after a formal marriage celebration to w hich both 

Issei and Nisei were Invited. Returning to Mr, Hlkida's di scussion, 

he is correct in stating that most marriages here are the  result of 

pre-evacuat1on betrothal. Many Issei have tended to dis courage their 

children from forming lasting associations within the Ce nter. The 

reason for this is, I think, economic. Marriages,are disc ouraged 

and courtship leading to marriage likewise, because of the unsettled 

future which the young people will have to face. Many ^sse i prefer 

that their children be sure of the plans for the future, a nd he 

economic stability offered by resettlement before becomi ng encumbered 

with family responsibilities. The normal pattern of beh avior in Japan 

forbids the mixing of the sexes even in social groups b efore marriage. 

Socials, dances, and the like, are gaining a slow foothold in modern 
but 

Japan xy the eneral attitude in rural Japan is that young p eople 

of opposite sex should not be seen together either in group s or 

individually. The fact of living in this country has lent some 

approval to the mixing in of groups of mixed sexes. Christi an socials 
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were a factor which encouraged this, while the Buddhist s, in order 

to retain their hold on the young people, had to emxnulate  the 

Christians in sponsoring socials. In the same way, t he Buddhists, 

in pre-evacuation times, had to sponsor church servic es which con-

formed with the Christian patterns« This is why the Bud dhist church 

services in America^ differ so markedly from the norm al oafder of ser-

vices practiced in Japan. The Young Men*3 and Young Women 's Buddhist 

Associations^ were founded in emulat ion of the YMCA and M C A , and have 

a strong Nisei membership not only in the centers, but a lso such 

strength existed in the pre-evacuation days. Church soc ials, young 

people's associations, JACL activities, school groups, and other clubs 

have made for group mixing and for a social intercourse  which, 

under the sanction of religion or education, met with the a pproval 

of the Issei, even though such a pattern was contrary to the Japanese 

way of doing things with which the Issei were familiar. The first 

generation has raised no objections to social gatherings of this kind, 

provided the group is properly chaperoned, but individ ual associations 

have, both here and in the pre-evacuation days, called for  the strong 

disapproval from the first generation. Any young woman who associates 

in public with a young man is regarded by many Issei as imm oral* Of 

course, it is not to be said that this opinion is common to all Issei, 

or that all Nisei form courtship associations of this ki nd. Many 

Issei have broken away from parental domination and are f ree to carry 

on such affairs as they choose without parental consent, t hus, in the 

pre-evacuation days, there were many people among the Nis ei who "went 

steady" and who had dates with full parental approval« It is not so 

much the parents who object to associations of this kind, bu t rather 

the Issei, who are mot immediately concerned* Individu al associations 

are always x regarded by the gossipy group of Issei as "love affairs". 
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Most l3S@i do not recognize platonic friendships, thus in courtship, 

any association of friendship or intimacy is regarded as  a love affair 

A Nisei girl who has several boy friends is said to be immo ral. The 

Issei who criticizes her say of her that she is  ? otemba% a loose 

woman• When you refer to youn girls as otemba, it is implie d that 

they are too vivacious and too socially inclined. Individ ual court-

ships which take place in the Center are discouraged even by parents 

who approve, for fear of gossip• Necking is considered ab horred. 

Parents want young people at home, and it is the usual desire of th© 

Issei to keep children with them. Even when the younger  people are 

married, the first generation prefers to have childr en at home, 

either living with them, or if they do not live with them, to visit 

with them frequently• This is the direct carrying over o f an attitude 

found In Japan. In order to keep control of the children,  the parents 

like to have marriages arranged in the traditional Japan ese manner. 

In many cases, rural people have been  able to retain this pattern 

of selecting a mate for each child. In the marriage desc ribed above, 

we have seen that even though the young people made the ir own choice, 

bishakunin were still employed who had a function in the c eremony. 

Today, there are two kinds of biahaku-nln« There ares on e, those who 

really arrange the marriage by finding a bride or a groom  for a young 

person, and who are enlisted by that person's family to find the pros-

pective mate and to arrange the marriage with the parents of that in-

dividual* They then discharge the functions of takin ca re of cere-

mony, banquets, the guests and the like. In this country,  Hlklda 

states that such type is very rare. Such bishaku-nln are us ually em-

ployed by the parents of a girl who is either abnorma l, or too old. 

If a girl wants to get married, and is beyond marriagablo  age, her 

parents may employ go-betweens to effect a marrlag* f or her. Similarly 

the parents of an abnormal or backward boy may find a wife f or him 
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in this way. Older men widowers who wish to remarry usua lly employ 

bishaku-nin to find them another wife. The second type  of bishaku-nin 
SB 

is the purely formalized one who functions as agents fo r tae marriage 

after the choice of the young people have been made, and the betrothal 

announced* The latter type is mosrt common amon  •  the Nisei. When a 

marriage lias been transacted, both kinds of bishaku-nin  are responsible 

for Its permanence, and are looked to to  settle  any disputes which 

arises as a result of the marriage. In case of divorce, o r proposed 

divorce, the couple involved usually presents the matt er to the bi-

shaku-nin for settlement. The sponsor of  a  marriage remains the spon-

sor throughout the rest  of his  life. Nisei generally have their 

bishaku-nin chosen by their parents. In most Nisei marr iages, go-

betweens are members of the first generation* I  have  talked with 

several Issei friends  of  mine who have acted as bishaku-nin in various 

marriages. Mr. Miura has been oho sen as bishaku-nin by , he says, 30 

families. Recently, a young woman, a waitress in the pers onnel mess 

hall went to Mr. Miura saying that she was  26 years old, and that 

she wanted to get married. She asked Mr* Miura to find her a husband. 

Mr. Miura kept the matter in mind, and looked about for a hus band for 

her. A Kibei boy came  to  his attention,,who was  too  shy to have 

anything to do with girls, expressed the desire to Mr. M iura of wanting 

a wife. Mr. Miura said that he would introduce him to  the  girl men-

tioned above. The boy was so shy, however, that he did not  want to 

meet the girl until he had seen her. Mr. Miura therefore t ook him 

one day up to the windows  of  the Caucasian me3S hall» The boy peered 

in while Mr. Miura went in to talk to the girl. The boy  saw the girl 
Accordingly, 

and expressed his willingness to.meet her.  itksm Mr. Miura introduced 

them, and they started going around together in the presenc e of Mr. 

Miura who would call them over to his house in the evening s to tea. 
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At length the "boy got up nerve enough to ask the girl to  go to a 

3uddhist social with him. She went toith him, and gradually t hey be-

oame more intimate, going around together to various soc ial functions, 

and being seen walking together in the cool of the even ing. Mr. Miura 

acted as bishaku-nln in this case without having contacte d the parents 

of either party. It so happens that the Kibei's parents a re In Japan, 

and the girl is an orphan. They, therefore, had direct rec ourse as 

individuals to the biohaku-nin. The girl, however, was a Christian, 

the boy a Buddhist, She attempted to take him around to  Christian 

young people*s socials, but he did not wish to go* She, accordingly, 

went to several socials alone. He followed her and watche d her through 

the windows. He saw that she laughed  and  talked with other boys, and 

he decided that she was too much of an otemba for him. He th erefore, 

gave up seeing her  and is  still looking for another and ore suitable 

wife. The girl also  -  as not found another boy to replace him and still 

wishes to get married. 

e 

There has been a change in the accepted marrlag&ble a e fro m 

Japan to this country. In rural and urban Japan/ both,a b oy is regarded 

of marriageable a-e between 20 and 25. It is thought that a girl should 

get married between 17 and 20. The marriageable age br acket have been 

somewhat raised in this country and it is thought that a bo y should 

marry, between 25 and 30, a girl between 20 and 24. In th e more back-

ward parts of rural Japan, marriage is usually younger.  Some girls 

being married at 15 and some boys being married befor e conscription 

at the age of 20. 

FORMALITIESi 

Mr. Hlkida had some statement© to make regarding my dlsc rip-

tion of attitudes at parting, leaving the house tempora rily, politeness 

of usage and the like. I mention in my manuscript that a ma n on leaving 

the house will announce to his wife simply "I am going out".  This is 
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a mere formality similar somewhat to our English statement of  "I'll 

be back shortly". On returning, the person is expected to say "I 

have returned"• Children, on leaving the house, follow if ea this 

pattern also of saying, "I'm going out", usually, however,  a child 

will state where he is going and for what purpose. He is expec ted 

to do this and trained to fio this from infancy« It is rega rded as 

the height of impoliteness to leave a house Without fir st making 

such a statement to every elder member of the family»  A child, on 

going to school in the morning, pays respect to both fath er and mother, 

and states that he is going to school. On returning, he i s expected 

to come directly home, announcing that school is over, afte r which 

time he is permitted to go about and play or do whatever  is expected 

of him. Such, however, is followed, very closely in the Cen ters, 

especially since some concern is expressed by parents ove r the way 

children spend their leisure time, how they go to school, and the like. 

Formalized weepings at parting is common. Japanese myth ology has 
•N , 

much to do with the fact that parting is cause for great unhappiness. 

The instances mentioned in the Tales of the Gen^i, on th e Prince's 

weeping when he departs for his native village, is a good example of 

this practice shovra to be formalised as early as the 10 th Century. 

Japanese philospphers explained such action by saying that Japan is 

an island, and that the people live close together, any pa rting, there-

fore, is cause for insecurity. Not only does it imply c rossing water, 

that is, leaving Japan, 'ut it implies that as the result of  this 

person's going there will be a definite gap in t.he family group. 

Communal cooperation supplies a function for every member of a given 

feroup. When a member departs, there is a definite gap in the sc heme 

of life. Thus, parting is to be avoided. This parting tak es on a 

sentimental character too. In Japan, Mr. Hlkida mentioned , that as 

a boy at school, the whole class would weep at the end of the s emester 

before going on to a new teacher. When a teacher was transf erred to 
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another school, as sometimes happens, the whole class wou ld weep 

loudly for most of the last day/ In which the teacher was the re« 

In this country, there was a break-up in the Stockton Assemb ly Center. 

When the group was thus broken up, those who were leaving for T urlock 

stood aside and all of the Issei present wept vociferously. Mr. Hikida 

says that in such cases, there is much sadness,not only is the sad-

ness formalized, and its expression necessary, but the sent imental 

feeling of parting is so engineered that it is difficult t o refrain 

from weeping. In the internment camp at Missoula, Montana w here Mr. 

Hikida was interned, croup was sent to an Oklahoma Internme nt Gamp» 

The entire Japanese population of the camp turned out to see them go. 

There m s vociferous weeping on the part -of the grown men who left, 

and on the part of the men who remained* It was said that the y were 

leaving a gap that could not be filled. Mr* Hikida was mayor o f 

the Missoula Internment Gamp. When he left after his parole , he was 

glad to return,to see his family, but he wept op, leaving t he people 

with whom he had worked with for four months. This, he says , is a 

genuine expression of feeling directly from the heart. Japa n today 

is thus bound by ties of proximity and the sentimental fervor which 

one individual can work up for his group, and for his home lan d is 

extremely strong, strong enough to call forth feelings of pa triotic 

loyalty. This loyalty is not directed to the imperial cr to t he 

country at large, but is a sincere expression of feeling on t he part 

of the individual for his own ~:roup and for the people wit h whom he 

has lived. This, he says, is the basis of what has been calle d the 

Japanese patriotic fanaticism. In spite of the trouble s in this 

Community, the Issei at least, are bound by the same ties of prox-

imity and the feeling for national consanguinity. It Is the decline 

of this feeling in the second generation which makes so many Issei 

heartily resentful of them ana causes the disruptions and 
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conflict In the community which took place recently as in th e Tada 

case. Individual Nisei are incapable of this feeling of  solidarity 

and propinquity* When this feeling is broken down, says Mr. Hikiaa, 

group solidarity breaks down as well. 



/ 
I. 
Addenda to the History of Immigration written "by Mr. Hi kida. 

Cn page 4, he discusses the origin of the Kenj^in-kai, and  the 

Nihonjinkai, and one or two specific examples of such fo rmations 

may be given. 

George Shima, of the Stockton Delta area, built himself u p a 

business in potatoes and other crops, and earned for hims elf the 

titl 

e "Potato King"• Shima came from Fukuoka—ken, and attract ed to 

himself, because of the prestige which he had acquired, a  number of 

individuals from the same locality in Japan. The Stock ton delta 

areas, around which Shima centered his business, became a haven for 

Japanese from Fukuoka, and it was in this area that the F ukuoka 

Kenjin-kai had its' stronghold. Similarly, the grape i ndustry 

was sponsored in the Fresno area by a number of individua ls from 

Hiroshima-ken, a fact that attracted a number of people from that 

same prefecture, who were to be found there prior to the e vacuation. 

In this pioneer phase in California, it was possible for al iens 

to purchase land. Cn the whole, lands were bought by in dividuals, 

although occas/ionally partnerships of two and three  existed. 

It was common in this period for individuals to work as do mestics, 

laborers and the like, until they had amassed sufficient capital " 

to purchase small plots of workable land. Loans were ofte n floated 

through the formation of the well-known Tanomoshi-ko. 

The beginnings of Kenjin-kais took place between 1910 and 1 915-

After 1915, and around 1920 the Japanese communities we re being 

KsiiiiEit v/elded together more firmly, and emerged as e stablished units. 

During this 1915-1920 period, the Nihonjinkai develope d directly, 

says Mr. Hikida, out of Kenjin-kai establishments. In ot her words, 

prefectural associations' contributed time, effort, ana  money towards 

the formation of the Japanese Associations of America;,an  organization 

designed to promote the welfare of the early immigrant s, ana to act 
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as intermediary with them and state ana local governments. Of the 

Nihonjinkai, 90-95 percent of the membership were aliens. T he re-

maining 5% drawing its membership from the older ïkee± Nise i, usually 

of Hawaiian antecedent. Between 1915 and 1925, there reall y were 

no Nisei, and after 1925 the beginnings of the JACL came in to 

existence. The Japanese American Loyalty League was founde d in San 

Francisco,between 1924 and 1925, under the auspices of the Japanese 

Association. This formed the first nucleus of  the  JACL, which was 

later chartered and constitutionalized as a formal organi zation. 

Mr. Hikida says "this much is owed by the Nisei to the Japanes e 

Association of America, because it was under the direction of this 

latter organization that the JACL was formed." The Japanes e Asso-

ciation acted in conjunction with the Japanese Consulate  of  San 

Francisco, Seattle, and Los Angeles. 

Births, marriages, and deaths recorded with the Japanes e 

Association were frequently turned over to the Consulate f or the 

records in Japan. In recent years, of course, this has giv en rise 

to the creation of dual citizenship for some Nisei, and cons equently 

opposition to the Japanese Association. The relation betw een the 

Association and the Consulate has always been marked, inf act, one 

of the reasons for which the Association was formed was t o serve 
the 

in  a  "go-between" capacity^ between immigrants and/japanese National 

Consulate. The common American impression that the Japa nese 

Association was formed by agencies from Japan is erroneous , z It 

was, rather, the Association which sought out tfiae Consula te as a 

link to the mother country. Parenthetically, it might b e mentioned 

here, that Mr. Hikida represented the Japanese -Associati on of San 

Francisco as Executive Secretary. 

In an October meeting of 1941 in Oakland, Mr. Hikida and Mr. 

Hashizumi, the Consulate General, were asked to speak. Mr. Hashizumi 
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spoke on the Japanese war effort in China, and the desir ability of 

the Japanese in this country for contributing to the Japan ese War 

effort toward Nimambukuro ("bundles for Japan") Hikid a then spoke 

on the necessity of the Japanese buying Defense Bonds. Mr. Kfeshi-

zumi severely critized Mr. Hikida for his stand, but Mr.  Hikida 

pointed out that the Japanese Association, being purel y American, 

should condone and recommend actions of this kind by the United 

States. 

On page 5, mention is made that one of the first actions taken 

by the Japanese Association was that of a formal stand  against im-

portation of the "Picture Brides". Many Caucasian groups in  the 

United States devoted marked effort toward censure of th e picture 

bride situation, stating it to be immoral. In order to c ement more 

amicable relations with Caucasians, the Association pas sed a re-

solution to abolish the picture bride movement, and to ceas e relations 

with the Japanese Consulate directed towards picture brid es. Although 

this step met with considerable opposition on the parts of single 

men in Japanese communities, who had hoped to obtain wive s in this 

manner, the Association was firm in its stand. 

Mr. Hikida mentions that many who came to America did so w ith 

the idea of amassing a certain amount of money, and then re turn to 

the mother country. Many of those who did return found t hat con-

ditions had so changed in Japan, that they no longer wi shed to 

live there. The results were that most of those who retur ned, 

drifted back to America after a short stay. The majority o f Jap-

anese immigrants regardless of intent, did stay in Am erica. It is 

true that those who returned to Japan were accorded consid erable 

prestige and were regarded as rich men. The term America» K airi has 

been applied to themJa-Povn. 
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On page 8 of Mr. Hikida's manuscript, discussion of the Yo bi-

Yose, the group as listed here, is well defined by Mr. Hi kida. 

Ensuing conversation elicited the following. Mr. Hikida me ntions 

that many of the Yobi-Yose on their arrival in America, di d not take 

up residence with their immédiate relatives, but rather be cause of 
ô ssinrvtl&te 

their education and background, sought to olimina-feo tô s ome degree 

western culture and customs, and to learn the Engli sh language. For 

this reason, many of the Yobi-Yose were content to take job s of a 

domestic nature, positions considerably  below the social status 

which their had occupied in the mother country. Some of them, on 

arrival in America, stayed in various Christian missions a long the 

Pacific Coast, in order to learn English. Many of them , in fact, 

were converted to Christianity through the efforts of t hese missions. 

The mission people §,lso found employment for the member s of the Yobi-

Yose group. 

Mr. Hikida, speaking of his own experience, mentions the fa ct 

that a position was found for him in an American family. He did not 

take up residence with his family (his father and mother came to 

America when he was one year old) rather, he lived nea r them and 

took up residence with Caucasians. He worked for seve ral years as 

a domestic, during which time he attended High School. Following 

his graduation from High School, he w a s then somewhere's in his 

twenties, he chose to enter the University of California , support-

ing himself by further menial work. His case is rather typic al of 

the Yobi-Yose class. 

It is apparent that the Yobi-Yose ar§ regarded as leade rs in 

the community today, and that it is not they, but rather t he pioneer 

Issei who are thrown into contact and conflict with the g reater por-

tion of Nisei. In many regards the Yobi-Yose act as in termediary 

between Nisei and members of the first generation. In answ er to the 
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question h£ what of the relations "between Yobi-Yose an d Kibei Nisei, 

Mr. Hikida implied that in the main, contact between the two groups 

has been avoided. The return of Kibei Nisei to America in a ny 

large number is a recent development. The result has be en that 

there are few Yobi-Yose in this country who have sent thei r chil-

dren to Japan for education, because this group is in the m ain, 

younger. The children of such ¿¿esss antecedents are eith er now in 

Japan, or have not, as yet, been sent. On the whole, howeve r, the 

Yobi-Yose group tends to discourage the Nisei generatio n from re-

turning to Japan for education. It is rather that this gr oup 

appreciates the value of the adoption of American ways, and  those 

who must spend their lives in America have encouraged in  their chil-

dren American ideals of education. It may possibly be that when 

the Kibei Nisei are older and better defined as a group, th ey will 

take a stand either in accord or in opposition to the Yob i-Yose. 

The two have a similar cultural background, it is true, bu t the 

values of each group are at variance. 



I I . W h a t about the petition in regards to the Issei holding 

office? 

A meeting was held, and a petition was gotten under way. The 

first meeting was held towards the end of August, aro und the 27th. 

The first meeting was not well represented. The chairman dec ided 

to make it a more informal discussion. At that meeting, the y 

decided to call a formal meeting up with both representat ives, 

Issei and Nisei, xhk from every block. (At that time, the re were 

about 20 blocks in the Butte camp.) 

A formal meeting was held early in September, and continu ed 

for a period of a month, at which time the meeting was dis banded. 

This meeting was not under the Block Council, or the Commun ity 

Council. Two Issei and two Nisei from each block were to a ttend 

the meeting, and there was a fairly good representation.  The re -

suits of the meeting was the petition requesting offi ce-holding 

by the Issei. 

What has been the result of the petition?f|, A copy was sent 

to Mr. Smith, the Project Director, Mr. Dillon Meyer, a nd Mr. 

Fryer. Around the middle of October a reply was sent from Was hing-

ton; a copy of which Mr. Hikiaa will endeavor to secure. 
is 

oi Do you think th t the general mass of public opinion/direc ted 
toward the Issei being allowed to hold active office? Wh at part 
do the Nisei play? 

It is hard to say, says Mr. Hikida. In the Assembly Cent ers, 
\ 

the Councilmen who were Nisei had a lot of difficulty, becau se of 

such feeling by the Issei, who felt that they,too, shoul d be al-

lowed to hold office. 

Q What stand do the Kibei Nisei take?d.They take a somewhat 

similar attitude as the Issei. 
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t*-  What would be the general concensus in regard to cotton 
picking? What is your impression of the community's sta nd on 
outside employment? 

Ir. Hikida thinks that generally the Issei thought it a 

good opportunity being presented to the~evacuees, partic ularly 

to the younger people. They welcomed the opportunity beca use 
for 

they thought it good for the future as well as tks economic 

reasons. 

Have you heard anything about the Government taking part 
of the earnings earned within the camp? 

7 

1 

Community 
When the Btosk Council referred the matter over to the 

Block Council; each Block Council in turn had a meeting th e 

other night. One chairman states that the WRA, in regards to 

allowing private industry into the camp, is trying to arr ange 

that those who work in private industries will receive n ormal 

wages of the outside. Each worker will not be allowed to k eep 

this wage, as some arrangement will be made so that the money 

can be deposited in the community fund. This fund would be d e-

voted to the welfare of the community; to be used for recr eational 

equipment and other needed articles. A co-operative start ed in 

the community will allow each individual to share in the co mmunity. 

Do you think public opinion will be in favor of that rather 

than allowing the money to revert to the community fund?  fj.It  is 

kind of hard to say, because people are not aware of the 

possibilities of the co-operative. There is the opinion t hat ihe 

profits of the co-operative should bd set aside as community 

fund, and used for the general welfare of the community. On the 

other hand, there are some who express the opinion that tho se 

people are not concerned about the distribution of the pr ofits 

because nothing has been started in  Gil  a. 

How do you think the community as a whole will take to the 
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idea of having their money taken by the^government  ?  fl.The  3lock 

Council does not endorse this, because they feel that it cr eates 

a problem. The workers will not be willing to sacrifice 

part of their earnings. There are those individuals who wi ll be 

unable to accept private employment, and should one person make 

a lot of money, jealousies will arise. There is already a feeling 

such as that. The feeling that exists about the cotton xixkx xg 

pickers is that they work awfully hard, and that they real ly de-

serve such renumeration. Besides, those who go are not such a large 

number. 

(2 It has been proposed that a dehydrating plant be started 
and the workers be paid the regular outside wages. Do you thi nk 
there will be opposit ion?^I have not observed anything as ye t. 

There is definite opposition to private industry because i t 

will create an unecual wage scale. That is the general opi nion 

of the Block Council. 

III.  EDUCATION. 

What is the general opinion of the parents in the com-

munity regarding the teaching staff here for the elemen tary and 

High School?^It is very unfortunate that such feeling exist s 

among certain parents, but they think that teachers should b e 

Caucasians. This opinion that Caucasian teachers are a mo re super-

ior group has been already formed. The children also share this 

opinion. The parents do not know if the educational staff is a de-

quate, but are satisfied that there are Caucasian teachers  on the 

staff. (The Caucasian teachers seem to think that the Japane se 

make good teachers, in fact some think they are better.) 

Q Do you think that the parents feel that the Caucasians can 

bring a more cultural understanding to the children?  fj.To  a certain 

extent. They feel that the Japanese teachers are not well tr ained 

enough to teach their children. (The parents expect the chil dren 
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to do very well in school, hut when the application is being 

made in camp, they do not feel that they are up to a certai n 

standard• 

Many of those who applied for repatriation stated that the 

educational system was partly due. This was stated by those 

families  kkts where the children are rather young. When they are 

of the ages between 15 and 25, there is no concern about th e 

educational system« 

Gl Do you think that they are worried for the post-evacuatio n 
period? ̂  They are confused about the future. They do no t know 

what the future -holds for them or their children. 

Q The need for a Junior College or an extension course is fel t 

by the parents as well as the children. Does the fear exist that 

those children will lost their interest in education, and w hen they 

go on the outside they will cease to continue their educatio n?^.Yes. 

IV. THE KIBEI ORGANIZATION. 

Q How often do they meet? (J.Practically every week. 

Q. Is it primarily social?  Fj.  Yes. 

d . Do they conduct their meeting in Jaoanese?rt.Yes. (They 
meet at the Buddhist church).  1 

£ Mr. Hikida believes that whoever the leader of the organ ization 

is, should be very careful because sometimes that organizat ion can 

really do a lot of good for the members, and the community; and 

on the other hand it may be bad in other/ ways. The danger li es 

in that the Kibei might try to segregate themselves from th e rest 

of the young people. To off-set this, they have stated tha t some 

interclub activities will take place, such as with the J.A. C.L. 

Mr. Hikida will elaborate more on the Kibei-Nisei problem. 

V. TOPIC OF THE DAY. 

The postwar resettlement is the foremost topic for dis-

cussion. 
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q What has been the result about the closing of Warehouses 

to the evacuees? ̂ There has been the rumor that we will not be 

allowed to re-enter California. The Issei feel that th e WRA is 

responsible. 

VI DISCUSSION OF A WEDDING- CEREMONY. 

(j Do you know the principals involved?^ Mr. Hikida says 

that the bride and groom were residents of the same block . The 

groom was the son of the Block Manager. The father asked M r. 

Hikida to what extent he should invite the people in t he block. 

Since he was a Block Manager, should he invite one person f rom 

each apartment? Mr. Hikida advised him to keep the wedding a s 

simple as possible. As to inviting the Block Councilmen, since 

the father has daily contact with them, if he felt he should, there 

was no ob lection to that. The father invited the counci lmen and 

about 14 people in the block, besides a few intimate fr iends and 

the respective relatives. There were about 40 or 45 who a ttend&d 

the wedding. 

Q Are the guests required to give wedding gifts?^.Yes , it is 

the custom, usually in the form of money. In this parti cular case, 

the Block Councilmen who were invited put up One dolla r each in 

a lump sum.&How is the gift given? In an envelope and present ed 

before the wedding, to the father of the groom.fi. What does he 

do with i t?^ Is it used to defray the cost of the wedding or d oes 

he give it to the young couple. In pre-evacuation circums tances 

this money was always applied to defray the expenses of the wed-

ding, but Mr. Hikida did not know what was done with it in the 

camp wedding. 

q It is thecufetom of the young couple in Japan to hold open 

house to which they invite the wedding guests, at which t ime 
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they acknowledge the gifts. Is there any parallel he r e T h a t is 

eliminated in America. The acknowledgement is made at the time of 

the wedding reception. An elaborate wedding reception is g iven, 

and this is the way thanks are expressed.. On the outside, before 
were 

evacuation, little packages axs given, in which Japanese co okies, 

baked fish, cakes, and oranges were put for the guests to ta ke 

home. The significance of the fish was that Carp (which is  the 

kind of fish used) usually goes upstream,  never down,which should 

be parallel to the young couples' life of going forward to att ain 

their goal. The fish is also regarded as a veryactive thin g, which 

means that the young people too will have an active and succ essful 

life together. This is done mostly in Buddhist ceremonies . On 

the other hand, in a dad ceremony, such as deaths, no fish o r 

animal of any kind is brought forth. 

The Buddhist priest is given a gift in the form of money, gen -

erally around ten dollars. In the case of prosperous famili es, a 

larger amount is given. The wedding discussed occurred around the 

fourth of October. 

Q. Do you know how the wedding was arranged in regards to the 

Bai-shakunin? How many were there?pj.Two couples fhat p rocedure 

is followed here in tki^xsax case of such weddings? Do the Bai -

shakunin come for the bride or groom? How do they m e e t O n the 

outside, it depended upon who takes the initiative. By thi s Mr. 

Hikida means that it depended on whether the bride's pare nts, or 

the the groom's felt that their son, or daughter, should get 

married. A meeting is arranged for the young people, but in the 

case mentioned by Mr. Hikida in his report, the young peopl e lived 

in the same city, and knew each other previous to the Bai- shakunin 

arrangements. 
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Q What is the procedure in church? Very simple; when the tim e 

came for the ceremony to start, a close friend of the br ide, or 

groom's families acted as a sort of Master of Ceremonies. He 

stood in the front part of the church, and called the bride and 

groom forward,who stepped forward, followed by the Buddhis t priest. 
Go^VvVt 5utra-S 

The priest read a- ¡3 opt-of bible, and then went through other form-

alities. The priest stood near the altar, facing them.Q I s theiB 

an exchange of vows?fJ.Yes, it is somewhat similar to Chris tian 

weddings. The spectators were asked to stand twice during t he 

ceremony, once upon the entrance of the bridal party, and again 

on their departure. The Bai-shakunin stand in the first row . 

The bride was in western attire,and there was a ring given her, in-

dicating the western trend. 

The same guests who attend the wedding also attend the re-

ception. The man who acted as Master of Ceremonies at the wed ding, 

once more heads the wedding reception. He introduces the yo ung 

couple,the Bai-shakunin, and the relatives. Speeches were given 

by friends who gave advice to the bride and groom. Refre shments 

consisted of soda wgter, cake, jello, and baked chicken Ja panese 

style. There was also a variety of o-sushi, which is variou s kinds 

of rice patties decorated with raw fish, vegetables, and s ea-weed. 

(Sakfe would also have been served in pre-evacuation day s). The 

reception lasted about two hours,and was given in one of the  mess 

halls. Following the wedding,vthe bride and groom went to li ve with 

the groom's father. (The mother was deceased) 

.VII. THE LACK OF INTEREST IDN THE PART OF THE NISEI IN PUBLI C 
AFFAIRS. 

Mr. Hikida has covered the subject pretty well, and 

so this subject does not require much of any elaboration. 
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Q What about the lack of initiative on the part of the N isei? 

Does it come as a result of unsettled conditions in the C enter? 

The Japanese community on the whole is in such a condition that 

the Issei usually have controlled the affairs, and the Nis ei g 

feel that it is useless to go to the various meetings. The Issei 

do not feel that the Nisei are capable enough, ana conse quently 

they do not consider the suggestions or opinions of the y oung 

people. 

VIII. RUMORS• 

§ What about the rumors of Nisei leaders being beaten 

up? There was no truth in the matter at all, but the st ory spread 

quite quickly ana was partially believed to be true Mr. Hi kida 

feels that some of these such rumors are the reason that Ni sei 

do not wish to be too active in political and community affa irs. 

IX. CN THE FARM SITUATION. 

The Nisei are not particularly interested in farming. 

Is it true that the population is predominantly rural, and t hat their 

background is rural Yes, and the reason for the lack of inte rest 

on the part of the children to follow their parents fo otsteps, is 

caused by the low standards of living set by the Issei, and the 

labor conditions under which they worked. Mr.Hikida f eels that if 

parents wish their children to follow in their footst eps, that they 

should change their standard of living, since their child ren were 

educated in this country and know more about modern far ming ways, 

and better living conditions. . How many individuals are no w employed 

on the farm? In the beginning, there were around 300 or mo re, but 

now there is a decided increase. 



Continuing Mr. Hikida's report. 

X. Family Life. ^ 

Many children simply use their homes as sleeping quarter s. The 

family is gradually breaking down as a result of these u nsettled 

house conditions. In spite of advise by parents and pressu re to 

the contrary, the young boys, particularly, go out and  form gangs. 

(Mr. Hikida speaks of a certain dase in which the father pas sed away, 

and the mother is ill in the hospital./ The oldest child  in^the family 

is about 25, right down to a boy about 12. There are two girl s around 

the ages of 15 and 17- The place seems to be a meeting place f or boys 

around 16 or 17«) GL Would you say that sujh a situation exi sted in the 

p.  e-evactiation period? f̂ No, not so very much. QDia y ou, when you were 

working in the Japanese quarters note any?f|No, probably because of 

the location of the residents. They were scattered in dif ferent 

areas of the city, and not many have come to my attention. M r. Hikida 

feels that if there had been any such situations, it w ould have come 

to his attention. 

I have heard of a number of gangs in the community, not on ly of 

young boys, but of young men. One of them is called the Hawa iian 

Sailors. (J.Have you heard of any?fyMr. Hikida says he has  not heard 

of many, but will try to find out more about them. 

Mr. Hikida says that there is a need for such families with out 

a responsible person to advise them, to be taken care of in some way. 

Many of the young men spend their time playing cards, and M r. Hikida 

feels that there may be other families with the same situa tion, who 

would appreciate guidance for these young people. In t he adjustment 

of these children, the attention of the parent is still lac king. 

Issei tend to be critical of other Nisei, but do not dic ipline their 

own children as they should. If parents were more atten tive and watch-

ful, there would not be that tendency for young boys and  young men 

to form groups. 
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XI. Outside Employment. Inasmuch as we have already touc hed 

this subject in a previous discussion, there is no need for further 

discussion at this time. 

XII. Mental Attitudes of the Evacuees. 

What is the general opinion, in your experiences, on the 

wages that is being paid under the WRA regulations? Th at is, the 

12, 16 and 19 dollars a month wages./J-On the whole, the peo ple think 

it is too small. We have people working for the monetary re turns, 

and those interested in the welfare of the community. The first 

group usually finds himself a job in a mess hall in such c apacities 

as dishwashers, assistant cooks, waitresses, servers, et c., because 

subh work is not too hard, and pays the same as other job s.  <5.  Would 

those such people be interested in outside employment?  (f-  In Mr. Hikida 1 

opinion, such opportunities would be welcomed, as it is a  chance to 

earn more money. 

Q Everyone in the community is allowed around $3-50 a mo nth for 

clothing. If a person who works at the 16 dollar a month j ob, who 

has a family, receives clothing from this arrangement; would he still 

feel that he was not getting sufficient  renumeration?/j.  Clothing 

allowances may lessen the disatisfaction of the small wa ges, but th^y 

still think they should get around §50.00 a month for the  work they 

d o W h y this desire for spending money? And what would th ey expect 

to do with it? ¿J-The growing concern of the people in gen eral is the 

post-war situation. If more money is made, the people wil l have 

something to put aside for the future. What are we going to do when 

the war is over, and we have to start over again, is the mai n worry 

of the people. They think that the 16 or 19 dollars they re ceive 

for their work, is not enough for the future.Q. There are,- of course, 

those members of the community who gamble, who wfee- spe nd their money 

in the stores for various things. What do you think the e ffect 

would be on such people?  /Jjir.  Hikida thinks that if these people hdd 
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more money, they would still spend it on the same things, o r gamble 

it away. 

To show to what extent this worry about the future has ent ered 

the minds of the people, Mr. Hikida says that he has a fr iend who 

is the assistant manager of one of the stores in the Camp. Th is 

friend says that he does his best to discourage needl ess purchase^, 

and tries to advise his customers to buy only what is neede d and 

not spend their money on luxuries; tat trying, by this metho d, 

to encourage the residents to save their money for future u ses. 

As to the employment situation, Mr. Hikida points out that 

although he mentioned only two groups of workers; those, interested 

only in the pay, and those working towards.the welfare of  the 

community; there is another group besides these two. Th is group 

is a rather small number; those people who try to find empl oyment 

by which they may gain experience,to be used in the postwar period. 

Mr. Hikida feels that the latter two groups should predom inate 

the community, as a predominant number of the first grou p would 

add to the degeneration of the group. 

(3̂  What about the people who do not work? ̂ .Some feel tha t they 

were brought here against their xs will, and therefore,  do not have 

to work. Others do not work as they are unable to, due to t he fact 

that they are sick, or aged. They, of course, will have to  become 

welfare cases. 

q Do you know of any case where individuals have refused to work? 

rf- They do not exactly refuse tow ork, but they are indifféra nt.Q How 

do these people pass the  time?fj.  In the cases of men around 50-55 

years of age, they can spend-their leisure time fixin g their apart-

ments, going up the mountains looking for various garden  decorations, 

or by going to friends' houses to play cards. 
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We come now to the recreational problem of the Issei. Th ose 

who are unable to work have a great deal of time on their  hands, 

and some provision must be made to take care of them. The b eautify-

ing of their homes is more or less complete, their gard en are fini-

shed, and in time, playing cards will begin to bore them; t hus, 

some kind of recreation should be set up. One of the diffic ulties 

for the Issei recreation,is to arouse the Interest in cer tain types 

of recreation. They have been hard working people with no recreation 

of any sort, and they do not care so much for it. It create s a pro-

blem when people are thrown into a situation where they hav e a great 

deal of leisure time. Mr. Hikida feels that some type of work should 

be set up for these people, as they have practically no ot her/ 

interests other than work. Since Mr. Hikida wrote the r eport, he 

has come across people who are tired of their leisure tim e, and who 

wish to work. They feel that they have had too much vacat ion, and 

wish to get started on something again. 

XIII. COMPARATIVE AND COMPETITIVE VIEWS OF THE TWO COMMUN ITIES. 

d Do people in camp 1 feel that the people in camp 2 are 

getting more advantages because the administration and Ci vic Center 

is"located here? A-Yes  >  they feel that because this camp is larger 

they are being left out, and many people wish to move to cam p 2. 

Have you heard any opinions expressed as to why two camps we re put 

up on the project? No, but I myself felt it was because of s ome 

unavoidable circumstances in connection with the farm. 

What about the rumor of the man who was stabbed as a resul t of 

a gambling game? It haopened in the Canal camp, but the r umor went 

out that it happened in Butte. This competition you menti on comes 

out in the recreational set-up. Since the Canal camp ha s a better 

recreational program set up, the people in Butte camp w ill x?: pro-

bably demand a similar, if not better, program than that of the 

Canal camp. As far as rumors go, about a month ago, a rum or spread 

in the Butte camp, that Typhoid Fever was spreading in the Q analcamp, 



Rage 
fi 

whereupon another rumor started that there was a tins f lu epidemic 

in the Butte camp. (This was the result of Valley Fever, w hich 

was brought in by residents of the Tulare Assembly Cent er. The 

Typhoid Fever rumor was supposedly started as a resul t of death 

to an old man who was sick with a similar illness* 

Q. H§.ve you .heard the rumors that another camp was to be  built? 

No, but this rumor may have started from the fact that Post on has 

three separate camps, or may be due to the small hill that sep arates 

part of camp 2. The other side is considered by a few res idents 

as being camp 3« 

Q• Is it desirable to live in any eertain section of cam p? Yes, 

it is thought that the section near the administration, post office, 

and hospital is a desirable arrangement. The ddge of camp , and the 

other side of the camp is not so desirable. 
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