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rng RISE OF POLITICAL PRESSUKS GROUPS LN THE

L GILA COMMUNITY

The significent factor of what hes been termed by some as pro-Axis
sympathy and by others as subversive activity cannot be denied. It is true that
in the G&lgrcommunity there is a definite pro-Jaban element. I debate seriously
the authentici&y of the danger of such organized movements snd do not regard the
manifestation of pro-Jepan spirit as practically significant in the history of
the development of the community. Throughout the snalysis of the socisl groups
which appesr at Gila, it becomes epparent from the very start that the significant
division between the generations is = ceuse for fricticn and discontent. The
blenket generslization might be made that mll Nisei are pro-Ally, that 211 Issei
and Kibei are pro-Axis. In a sense this is true, but it is not true in regerd
to political or nationelistic expressions. It is rather pertinent to sentimental
attachment to Jepen, the mother country, which menifests itself smong the members
of the first generation. The Nisei, not having been in Jepan, being unaware of
the implications of Jepanese culture snd ettempting to break away from the domineer-
ing influence of the first generetion, have tended to scorn all organizations in-
stitutions, and the like, which lmziyfof the Japanese culture heritage. This is \\
one of the significant cuuaeg&r;?:ho:-conaciously or unconsciously, between the two :
groups. If any militant pro-Azis feeling in the community exists, it is to be
found smong those who openly profess themselves to be Kibei and whose mttitudes
end expressions direct themselves in favor of Jepanese culture end of sponsoring
af the cause of the first generation. The enslysis to follow hopes to present as=
pects of the political forces at work in the communityy to omw sttempt to charac-

terize these organizations, groups, and clubs, and to show their interrelation-

Xt
nhipsi%(Iasei organizations have been called by some members of the administrative

steff subversive groups which are to be expunged from the community end the lemders
of which ere to be exiled end sent to internment camps which are sponsored by the

Department of Justice.
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Evacuation has ereated such a turmoil and so meny departments of the
administrative staff of both the assembly and relocation centers have failed to
promote and engender the best of inter-relationships between the staff and the
evacuees thet certain pressures are directed from the evacuee population against
this or that @dministrative department., Issei, being unsble to commsnd the
English language properly and mistrusting interpretations of administrative ord-
ers by Nisei, tend to reach out and take hold credulously of eny wayéard rumor
that seems plsusible. ror this reason, feelings are directed against the admin-
istration on many accounts. The failure to provide adequate living quarters,
the fact that the stoves wers so late in coming, and that linoleum is only now
being laid on the floors of the dwellings, that food has not been all that it
should have been, thet washrooms are in many ceses in deplorable conditions, in
short, that the genersl physicel condition of the camp has been attributed to
error, poor judgment, or down-right crueltycfp the part of the administration,
411l of these and other complaints have been L:::T::;inat the administretion. By
extension, therefore, the sdministration is at fault; the Army is at fault, and
thus the whole Federel Government is to be blemed for the unpleasant circumsiances
in which many evacuees still find themselves. The tsndency, thersfore, is to
blame the country at large and hark back to a time when there was peaceful and
happy 1life in the rurel villeges of Jepen. Most Issei are semnsible enough to
realize thet Japan has changed and that were they to return there, they would
find that the old associations, the pleasant times that they once knew, are no

longer possible. Yet, in off-hand judgments in comparing life in the relocation

center with the home life that they knew in Japan, forgetiing their success or

degree of mssimilation in Cmlifornia in the pre-svacuation period, the majority
of Issei are bound by sentiment and almost maudlin ties with the mother country.
I believe this feeling to be pretty general, and it appears to me that it is

1o be
this mttitude which is contended by the mdministration officials ae subversive
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and pro-Jepan. Given, therefore, this general background of Issei =md Nisei in
respect to feelings and attitudes, it becomes necessary to apply this background
to a study of the pressure groups in the relocation community.

Groups attempting to mssert themselves as controlling facters offia more
significant reflection of 1ife in the community than, perhaps, any other except
2 keen desire for prestige, recognition, and a certain amount of glory which
seems almost inherent in the Japanese mind. In this respect, use is made of
politicael pressure groups to enhance this desire for prestige. This is the
driving force in the community at the present time. 1In the beginning stages at
Gila, it at once became mpparent that this i;;h;jwould attempt to essert itself.
Nisei groups acted strongly against Issei. Throughout, there has been the al-
most bifter struggle for domination in the community. It will be shown that
there are Issei and Nisei groups alike in the community who not only wish to
assume the upper hand, but once having assumed it, will attempt to dictate and
to propose policies governing and affecting the community irrespective of the

wishes of the opposing groups and generation. The struggle between the two

generations is accentuated by the fact 4, according to the plan of adminis-

tration outlined by the national officiels of the War Relocation Authority, i Oc

giving to the Nisei the right to hold elective office in the community and
denying to the foreign-born. It will be well, therefore, to teke up the ana-
lysis of the formally organized political organizations, those which have sanc-
tion from the administration end which are made up of elected Nisei representa-
tives of eamch block. This group is the Community Council, end it is this or-
genization which should be considered first since according to plan, =ll

decisions affecting center life réstf with the elected Community Councile.
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THi CORMUNITY COUNCIL

In the initial steges of setting up the WRA end in the formulating of

policies relative to management by evacuees, it was decided that only American

citizens would be entitled to hold office. In accordance with this plan, all
foreign-born, therefore, while they were privileged to vote, were excluded from

holding office in the relocation centers. It is already been mentioned that
from the first, attempts were made to bring to the consideration of the author-
ities, & petition allowing Issei to exercise political rights in the community
in addition to the voting privilege. For this reasson, it was decided that =
petition be drawn up and presented to Dillon Myer, National Director of the WRA,
which called for the permission for the Issei to have representation on the
Community Council. As yet, I have not been so fortunaste as to secure a copy of
the petition. Tts formulation at informel meellings in certain blocks by Issei
has already been discussed by Mr, Hikida in his own summary of the formulation
of the Community Council and of the committee which was &ppointed to draw up
plans for a constitution for the center. This petition was sent on the 18th of
September, 1942, end was snswered promptly by Mr. Myer. His answer outlines
his reasons for limiting eligibility to elective offices to evacuees who are
citizens. In spite of Mr. Myer®s answer and in spite of the fact that many
Issei were more or less satisfied with the arrangements now in existence, con-
siderable feeling end pressure has, nevertheless, arisen which has culminated
in agitation toward Issei office-holding.

Now, especially since the proposed program of relogation is in effect,
it has been said that most of the Nisei will be leaving the center. This is
particularly so because the relocation program offers more to the Nisei than
to the members of the first generation. Ag tation has, therefore, begun again
to effect the creation of s center council compesed entirely of Issei or of an

equal representation from emong the members of both generations.




WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

Washington

Office of the Director October 6, 1942

Mr. Ototaro N. Yamamoto

Gile River Relocation Center
¢/o Pime Indian Agency
Sacaton, Arizona

Dear Mr. Yemamoto:

I am addressing this letter to you because yours is the
firet nsme to appear on the lettsr that you end thirteen other
residents of the Gila River Relocation Center sent me on Septeme
ber 18 enclosing a resolution adopted by the residents of twenty-
one blocks in the Gila River Relocation Center. I feel, however,
that I em addressing this letter to all those who considered the
resolution, and I should appreciate your making this letter pub=-
lic to them.

The resolution cells attention to the fact that, in the
procedure we have established for the organization of community
self-government at the ten relocation centers, only citizens of
the United States are eligible to hold elective office. The reso-
lution notes that evacuees who are mliens are nevertheless also
loyal to the United States, and emphasizes that many of them would
have become citizens of the United States if they were permitted
to do so under the naturelizetion laws.

T sm glad to have your resolution on this subject, and have
carefully considered the ressons you have urged for making elien
evacuees eligible to hold elective officé in the community self-
government offices.

Our reasons for limiting eligibility to these elective of-
fices to evacuees who are citizens of the United Stetes can be
briefly summerized. In the first plmce, we believe that the
citizenship status and privilege of the evacuees who were born in
the United States needs to be given speciaml recognition. The fact
that, as 2 matter of military necessity, ell persons of Japanese
ancestry were evacuated from the West Coast, both aliens md citi-
zens alike, has caused some of the citizen evacuees to wonder what

value their citizenship has. We regret that fact very much. We
understand, slso, that a few among the alien evacuees have been

taunting the young Niseis with this fact and have stated that the
citizenship of the Niseis was valueless. It is our intention,
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therefore, to help make up for this fact, as much as possible, by
giving specisl recognition to the citizenship status of the Niseis.

In addition to meking elective offices open to only evacuees
who mre citizens of the United States, it is our intention to give
them preference in considering applications for leave from reloca-
tion centers, in mssignment of work opportunities, and in other
respects.

A second consideration hed a great deal to do with our decision.
In generaml, the Niseis are much more Americenized than are the Isseis.
This has nothing to do with the question of loyelty to the United
States but ie simply e product of the fact that the Niseis, through
having been born and educated in the United States, at least in most
cases, are, to a greater extent, products of American institutions.
We know that you share with us the belief that it is importent that
the Americens of Japanese ancestry should not be a separate group
but should become esmslgemated with the general population. We are
of the opinion that if the Niseis aslone are eligible for membership
in the community council, the general character of the action taken
by the community council will be more in keeping with fmericen in=-
stitutions and practices.

I sm writing frankly to you because I feel that we have a com-
mon interest in mchieving the best possible self-government within
the relocation centers,

Mey I emphasize that the Isseis have not been completely barred
from holding office in agencies of community self-government. It is
only the elective offices that have been closed to the alien eva-
cuses. This meens thet no alien evacuee cen be elected to the com-
munity council. Which of the other offices will be elective rather
than sppointive cen not be known until the permanent plan of govern-
ment is formulated for each relocation by its orgenization commission.
The slien evacuees are eligible to hold appointive offices. Thus
they can serve on committees appointed by the community council, and
in other eppointive offices,

I am confident that the wisdom and experience of many of the
alien evacuees will become available through their being appointed
to such offices.

For these remsons, slthough I welcome your resolution end am
glad to have the benefit of your suggestions, I believe our decision
was & sound one and should be adhered to.

Sincerely,

/s/ John H. Provuise

Acting Director
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The workings of the Community Council c¢an be desciibed here only briefly.
Actually, the council itself has not been too smctive as a political factor in
the community. Its power has been superseded to a very great extent by those
of the Block Councils essl a predominently Issei bedy, the function of which will
be described presently. Other observers will better qualify than I.to present
en analysis of the workings of the Community Council. Omachi, Hikida, and Okuno
were members of the committee which drew up the constitution for the center.
This constitution is still in the hands of the Community Council and hes not as
yet been submitted to the blocks for a general vete of ratification. It is
mentioned sbove that the Community Couneil is not too significant a political
group in the community. The very fact that it is composed of Nisei tends to
limit to some extent its ability to mct. Issei pressures are strong in the com=-
munity with the result that group pressures mre directed upon council members
and they are, furthermore, subjected to criticisms and suggestions not only of
their immediete Issei families, but alse frem among those Issei who reside in
their neighborhood. The Community Council, therefore, has been forced teo steer
a pretty direct middle course, being subject to demands by the administration
and 48 the strongly organized Issei. The Council is regarded largely as a joke
by most Issei, and its actions mnd legislation does not have a particularly
eerious effect. With this fact in mind, a number of the Caucasian mdministra-
tors of not enly this but of other centers as well are, at the present writing,
discussing the mdvisability of mllowing the holding of elective office by Issei.
Some have gone so far ms to say that peace and quiet cannot be brought asbout in
the relocation centers except by the formulation of a Community Council which is
composed entirely of members of the first generation. The administration, toeo,
is considering the fact of releocation which will tend to make the centers more
and more subject to Issei domination. In Canal Camp, when the threat of a gene
eral sirike hung over ihe community as the result of the assault on Takeo Tada

and the arrest end imprisonment of his mssailant, the first test of strength was
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placed before the Community Council in that camp. The Council was powerless teo
ect in cooperation with the administration since Issei feeling was directed
toward a liberation of the assailant, Hirokani, on the ground that the assault
wes justified. This incident hes been discussed upon to some extent and will
be elaborated upon more fubly. Unable to espouse the cause of the sdministra=
tion, the Council had no choice but tc resign. The most dominant figure in the
Council prier to the assault on Tada was Dr. William Furuta, the bacteriologist
in charge of senitation for the community. Furuta, on seeing the trend in the
community, resigned just shortly before Tada's assault, leaving the Council
virtually ieaderloas. Furuta states that he was getting the support neither of
the administration nor of the people, who were opposed to an sll Nisei represen=-
tative body.' Following the demonstration ageinst the administration and ageinst
the Council by the organized Issei pressure groups in Camp One, e number of the
Council members chose to resign, but were persuaded to keep their positions by
the heads of the administrative Community Services Uepartment, Mr. Hoffman and
¥r. Geba. The fact thst Gaba and Hoffman have openly advocszted a Nisei Commun-
ity Council has done much to enhance their unpopularity in the community among
the residents.

This dissatisfied spirit spread from Canzl Cemp to Butte., At the time,
it was decided by members of the Butte Uouncil that they could not successfully
or satisfactorily carry out the duties which wero_expected of them. According=
ly, seversl members of that Council resigned. i;;a Kawai, the brother of the
JACLrleader, having espoused the cause of the JACL, was found to be most unpupu-
lar, and reelizing this, resigned as chairman of the Community Council taking
with him other JACL partisens. The result is that at present the Community

Council in both cemps is not a successful body. Not only does it fail to re-

present true opinion of the community, but the number of delegates is not up

to the prescribed quota since it has been impossible to induce people to run for

this office in many blocks. According to the administrative chart, the Community
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Council is supposed te be subject to a certain smount of Issei advice end counsel.
Acti ally, this arrangement has not been affected satisfactorily because of the
opposition of one Issei pressure group to another. In practice, a council does
not carry out the plan of administering to the needs of the community; all com-
munity policy is supposed to be determined by the Council members, who in turn,
represent the findings of the Council and the formulation of its policy to the
jndividual blocks which they represent. A clear example of this failure is
brought out in regard to the opening up of the cemouflage net projectin the cen-
ter. The net project, run by private contractors under the direction of the
U. S. Army Corp of Engineers, wes not satisfactorily brought to the Commgnity
Council. Administrative pressures were brought to bear, urging that the council=-
men mccept the conditions under which the net project was to be opened in the
center. No equitable arrangement for the payment of evacuee workers in the
project was decided upon until very recently. Now, it appears that the enly
private employment which will be sllowed in the center is that of the net project.
The workers on this project are paid eccording to a piéce-work basis end given
bonuses on the accomplishment of so meny feet of netting. A deduction is made
from the earnings of each employee for board and room in the center. It has
been up to the Community Council to accept the proposition of the net project, to

urge for the enlistment of workers in the project on & patriotic basis, and te

point out the advantages of working there through extira earnings and the like.

Unfortunately, the proposition mede to the Community Council was never clarified
to them. The project was slow in getting started because of Issei opposition as
the result of the feilure of the Community Councilmen to explain to the Issei
members of each block the benefits to be derived from net project work by the
community et lerge. The administration, particularly the Project Director, snd
the Employment Division forced the acceptance by the Community Council of the

net project before s plan had been properly formulated. The Council was caught
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mid-way between the fire from the mdministration end from the Issei opposition.

In order to provide workers for the net factory, it is cleer that many
of those employed in the WRA work corp had te leave that employment. To the
Community Council hes been relegated the task of deciding which Nisei may work
in the project and leave their work corp jobs. Issei, being aliens, are not
permitted by international law to participate in the net project work. Certain
jobs held by Nisei can well be filled by Issei and the Community Council was
told to decide how this could be effected in cooperation with the Division of
Employment. The failure to do this arises because Issei do not wish to work in
jobs around the center which were formerly held by Nisei, who now have gone into
the camouflage net project and ere making double, triple, and more, of the secur-
ity wage vhich is advocated for the center residents. In Mess Operations, for
example, it was ﬁecided that Nisei waitresses could be replaced by Issei. The
former would then be able to go into the net Project. The opposition was most
strong because Issei women would now have to perform the work of young girls,
often hard physical labor, for $16.00 a month. This is a problem which is now
as yet being solved. The demand for workers on the net project increases, and
capeble Nisei are leaving jobs for which they are well qualified to take posi-
tions in the net factory., The Community Council is fmxxmd faced with the choice
of replecing these workers with Issei or, if that is not possible, simply leav-
ing the positions unfilled. The Council is thus in e peculier position since
it must meet mdministrative demends in advocating the net project and since it
must return home to find strong pressure sgainst such advertisement on the part
of the Issei.

The net project has again been made m war issue. Statements have been
mede fréquently to the effect that it is wrong for the Nisei to éngage in this
war work since by so doing they are aiding the killing of their cousins in Jepan.
This thought has been expressed on numerous occmsions against Nisei who work iﬁ

the net factory by meny Issei. Neighborhood pressures are strong end many
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families are prohibiting their children from leaving their work corps jobs to
go into the net factory even though the monetary gains to be realized zre
great, not only for the family, but also by virtue of the fact thet a stipulated
pmount of net project earnings reverts to the Community Revolving Fund. This
Community Revolving Fund is mede up of money contributed to the project by net
workers and the few others privately employed on the project for board and room.
Tt amounts to $25.00 a month. The disposition of this money is up 1o the Come=
munity Council which is wavering end hesitating to come cut with a decision re-
garding the eventusl solution to the problem of what to do with the Community
Fund., Naturally, strong pressures are directed egainst the Council as to what
ghould be done with it; moreover, certain departments, such as the Reereation or
Community Activities Section, are requesting the allecation of certain funds te
them so that they may purchase equipment and offer greater advantages to the
community at large. Because the administration of the UAS is so unpopular, there
is considereble protest sgainst this on the part of organi;ed groups of residents.
In & similsr position is the money which is to revert to the Revolving ¥Fund from
Community Enterpriseé. Tt is said, and justly, that prices in the canteens are
too high and that too great a profit is being realized by the Community Eanter-
prise Section. The Council has been esked to check this profit somewhst, but it
is powerless to do so. As an organized pressure group in the community, there-
fore, the Community Council is helpless. The individuel members do not wish to
teke the responsibility even though they have been elected from emong the indi-
vidual blocks. In trying to steer a middle course, they thrust themselves into
the path of all the pressure groups in the community and thus feel themselves
to be most iﬁeffective.

The matter has recently come to the attention of the Community Council
which will call for some explenation here. The Council was asked to make some

decision regarding the disposition of & certain petition which was sent to

every project from the Poston Community Council. It will be interesting to note
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just what this petition was, eand to trece its effect on the Gila Community. The
Cemp One Community Council of Poston drew up a petition, the gist of which fol-
lows. It wes stated that st Poston, there was an over-abundance of Caucasion
aedministrators; that the final decision in any metter affecting community welfare
was up, not to evacuees whose communities these were, but rather to the Caucasion
administrators whose interest in the welfare of the community could only be
secondary, since they were not perticipents in community life. The demend was,
therefore, mede in the petition that no more Caucasion personnel be hired. If
democratic self-government in the relocation centers were to be achieved. The
tendency at the present time in a1l of the relocation centers, as gathered from
the experience of those councilmen at Poston, was towsrd a Gsucasion buresucracy,
a complete Caucasion dictatorship. It was implied that it would be well to let

certain Caucesion employees of the various projects go, and to replace them with

qualified Jepsnese administrators. Therefore, the evacuees would do the work

which Caucasions are deing now. The question was raised: "Would they do this
work?" They can do it, but uhder the present circumstances, the wages offered
are too smell. The wages should go with the job, it wes stated, and it was
pointed out thet on the Indian Reservatiens, it was possible for Indians to take
Civil Service exsminations and to hold good=-paying Uivil Service jobs relztive
to the administration of their own people. Therefore, the question was raised:
"Why is it not possible for evacuees to hold Civil service Jjobs mas, for example,
that of the Projeet Attorney, jobs in the U. S. Public Service, in the hospital
maintenence, and the like?" All of these are on & Civil Service status. It was
stated that the presen. situation is in violetion of the Fourtsenth Amendment.
This diserimination, it was said, taps necessary Caucasion man-power detracting
from personnel which would be valuable to the war effort, Mention was made of
the so-called unfortunate incident in Minidoka, Idaho, in relation to the accep-

tence of Japenese administrators by the center management. (I em not aware of
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this situstion, nor have I been able to elicit any information regarding it.
Is any informetion regarding Minidoka on file?) It is pointed out, furthermore,
that there‘zgfless Caucasion administrators et Gila, but that there, as the re=
sult of Indien administrators, it is sn extremely grave éroblem, particularly
at Poston's Camp One. It is‘also pointed out that Poston'®s Cemps Two and Three
have a better relationship not only with the administration, but slso smong the

evaucee population because there are fewer Caucasion administrators. Because

this is sn evacuee camp--a situation for evacuees--it should be run by evecuees;

therefore, evaucees should help to form WRA policy. But the WRA has taken a

paternalistic attitude in its refusal to delegate authofity, an adaptation of
the Indian Service policy. The evacuees want representatives in Washington to
help in the formulstion of WRA policies affecting the Japanese in the United
States., This is an essential because no Caucasion can or doss understand the
evacuee's mind. It is essential, therefore, that positive action on the part
of the WRA be taken snd not one of "kissing off wmpleasant w." Immediate
attention to proposals st hand should be given. In Caucasion communities, low=-
flying plsnes have been controlled by municipal or eivil administration. Why
is it, therefore, thet WRA officials in the various centers are unable to halt
this menace. Tn conclusion, the memorandum states that even a suall emount of
cooperstion from the WRA would be of mssistance in alleviating this undesirable
situation. The memoresndum was signed by the Poston Temporary Community Couneil
of Camp One. Copes were sent to Head, Project Director at Poston, to Myer,
Collyer, thé Pacific Citizen, and to the acting snd temporary Community Coun-
cils of all ten projects. It is thés sort of memorandum snd petition which is
given for disposition to the Community Council.

How the Community Council may expect to effect the changes proposed in
a resolution of this kind in view of adverse political amction on the parts of

so many groups in the relocation center is debatable. This memorandum was
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brought to the attention of the Gila Community Council which is still scting in
& temporary capacity for ju@gment. The Council, mfreid to touch the issue, hes
tebled it for consideration. The ebove incidents indicate feirly clearly the
weakness of the Community Council and the inebility of the Nisei in the commun-
ity to mssert themselves as political factors. Until the adoption of the con-
stitution pending spprovel by the national officials of the WRA in Washington,

ne permenent Community Council can be hoped for. Even in the events of the form-
ulation of a permanent Council, there is no doubt of the grest difficulties which
will be encountered in the matter of getting Nisei to serve s councilmen under
the present regulation which forbids the holding of slective office by aliens.

A further demonatration of weakness on the part of the Community Council
is shown in its inebility to handle the incremsing difficulties faced by the
Wardens in the Canel Camp. On November 30, occurred the beating of Tekeo Tadsa,
director of recrestionsl activities for Cansl Camp. The beatiag occurred as he

was leaving a mesting of the Engeibu, or Issei Dramstic Society. This incident

is regarded by administretive officiamls at the time of this writing as closed. Tt

cannot be truly considered so since according to the analysis of this observer,
the beating of Tada was mersly the oubtward expression of the undercurrent of dis-
satisfaction which hes pervaded community life and continues to do so. Up until
this time, the Wardens had been in the process of being organized and were under
the direction of the head of Internal Security, Mr. Williamson, engaged in bscom-
ing a protective organization for the benefit of the community. Williamson,
trained by the University of California Police School, has had all along rather
grandiose idems of & model police organization of & purely impersonal and object-
ive naturs, forgetting the close association under which the various members of
the Warden force must live with the other residents of the community.X Throughout
this period of organization, the Warden personnel strongly resisted the desire on
the part of Williemson that they become mn objective law-enforcing agency. This

is true not only of Cenal Camp but of Butte as well. 1In his attempts to create a
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model police orgenization, Williemson had his men fitted out in khaki uniforms,
saw that they were provided with cars to patrol the inner camp limits and with
horses to patrol cemp boundaries. They were given classes in criminological
techniques and expected to shut down the crime which Williamson conceived to be
potentislly rampant in the community. Williamson met with strong opposition from
his essistant, Francis Fredericks, who contended that Williemson's organization
was modeled mlong metropoliten police lines and not epplicable to a community of
concentrated population such ss & relocation center. This view coming from
Fredericks was surprising to most of the members of the administretive staff in-
msmuch as Fredericks hed been a guard in New York's Dannemore Prison prior to be=-
coming mssociated with the WRA. Tt was expected that he would be the first to
use prison guard tactics in deeling with the evacuee population. As it happens,
however, Fredericks is by far the more liberal of the two and has been successful
in enlisting the sympathy and support of meny of the Werden personnel against
. Willismson. The result has been that Williamson, feeling his authority questioned,

has banished Fredericks to a night detail. It is noteworthy, however, that it
was Fredericks' control over the Wardens at the time of the Tada Beating and of
the disposition of the man, Hirokani, Tada's assailant, which was effective in
preventing a general sirike in Cenal Cemp.

Williemson, in demsnding ean impersonelized police force, is daily losing
the support of both his own men and of the administrative officials who have
hitherto been backing him. The process of Warden reorgenization wes virtually

completed when the Tade beating occurred, In Camp One, Williamson had, oddly

enough, nemed one Charles Yonezu as Werden Captain. It is significent to note

that Yonezu was at that time Teda's roommate. Like Tada, he was most unpopular.
The very fact thet he was associated with Tade contributed to his lack of popu-

larity. There is fairly good evidence that Yonezu used his position as chief of
Werdens in Canel Cemp to obtein money for himself from a gambling ring operating

there to which he offered his protection. Then, as the beating of Tada took
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place, Yonezu was called in to aid Williamson in epprehending Tada's assailamts.
Hirokeni was caught after having been identified by Tada. Five or six men had
helped him in the beating. When Hiroksni was caught, he confessed completely to
the essault end stated that he alone was guilty, confessing ownership of the
ironwood clubs with which Tada was besten. The administrative officials, Cozzens,
Project Director, and Korn, Assistant Project Director, Hoffmen and Gaba, Chief
and Assistant Chief of Community Services, were so anxious to press the charges
egainst Hirokani immedimtely that only & perfunctory seerch was made for the others
who were involved in the crime mnd, in fact, none were spprehendsd. Hirokani alone
served out the sentence for the besting, but it is significant to note that he was
given the support of the strong Issei Vigilante Committee, the so-called Kenkyu=-
kai or Investigative Society which will be discussed as another pressure group
later. The Wardens, being mostly Nisei, found themselves in a very embarrassing
position in their efforts to push the errest of Hirokani. Since pressures were
directed against them from the community at large, notably from among the member-
ship of the Kenkyu-kai, in siding with the administration to push the trial of
Hirokani, the Wardens were considered to be opposing the Issei groups who were
their friends and relatives. It was necessary for them to make some gesture to
gshow thet they were in sympethy with the community in its espousal of the cause

of Hirokani. Yonezu, ms captain, had to stend mpart from the other Wardens since
he was most unpopular, end since he was Teda's friend. He therefore, attempted

to resign, but Williamson refused to accept his resignation seying that he was
doing too good a job where he was. Actuelly, he had no choice in the matter as

to whet his actual position should be and was obliged to steer m course awey from
the general feeling of the community, a fact which further enhanced his own un-
populerity. His next move wes to go to Butte Camp where he attempted to enlist a
Nisei Vigilante Committee which would be active in combating the strikers who were

about to be mctive in Camp One. For this, he was severely criticized by Fredericks

and forced to esbandon his proposed move. The Werdens, early in December during
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the criticel week when Hirokani®*s triesl was cause for much alarm in the community
and when a strike was imminent, resigned in a body in order to show that their
sentiments lay in favor of community feeling. Their resignetion was not accepted
by Williemson; indeed, they did not expect it to Le. They achieved their purpose
of showing th-t their sentiments were with the Issei leaders of the community at
large.

They became most dissatisfied in the weecks that went by under Williemson's
patronizing and peternalistic attitude toward them. Early in January, some of
the depertments in the community were being reorganized according to the pattern
of administration just laid down for the Gila Relocation Center by the WRA nation-
al office to the effect that autonomous departments should be created under one
division head in both camps., Dissatisfied with Williamson, the Canal Camp Ward-
ens, therefore, elected to drew up a petition in which they demanded a separate
department under the leadership of Fredericks. The petition was stopped by
Fredericks who realized that his own position would scarcely warrant = petition
directed ageinst Williemson. The agitation for ma separate department was still
carried on, however. When Williamson heard of it, he stated publicly that "he
didn't give a demn what they wanted. Things were going to stay as they were."
Later, accused of making this statement in public, Williemson denied that he had
ever said enything of the sort. The result was, of course, that Willimmson lost
face not only with the Wardens, but with the sdministrative officials who knew

that he had made this statement. The pressure for' an sutonomous Warden unit grew

with Willismson's desire to rid the Warden detail of Issei. In spite of repeated

warninge by the FBI, Williamson has persisted in the policy of tracking down al=
leged suvversive and pro-Jepen elements in the community. cstensibly, in order
to discredit Fredericks, Williemson mssigned him to this task. Fredericks has
found himself in a very paculiar rosition inasmuch as he is opposed to reporting
to Williemson on subversive activities, esn sssigmment to which he has vigorously

opposed. At the present writing, Fredericks hes applied to another relocstion
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project due to his inability to agree with Williamson.

Pressures have been brought by Willismson ageinst Issei Wardens on the
ground that the Nigei ere more essily dealt with, that they speak English, and
that their loyelty is not so questionable. The end result is that community
support is being withdrawn from the Wardens who feel thet their position is that
of scapegoat for Williamson, and that they must under Williamson's orders oppose
the community. In two's and three®s, they have been resigning. Following the
Tade beating, Yonezu, on seeing his name high on the black-list of those marked
for assault, felt that he could not justly carry on and finelly resigned. No
ceptein wes named in his place. Those wardens in Canal Camp who were Issei,
Heweiien Nisei, and Kibei, who espoused the cause of the community, therefore,

sided with Fredericks and were forced out of office in many cases by Williamson.

Williemson has, therefore, taken on as most of his Warden personnel, younger

Christian Nisei, & very undesirable thing to do from the point of view of the
community et large. Those who were not forced out of office continue to abide by
their stend which demands an sutonomous Warden unit in Canel Cemp. Williemson

has been requested thet he give some considerstion to this request even though he
does not neme Fredericks as head of Internal Security in Cemp One. Since, perhaps,
the community sentiment against the Wardens even though Williamson in his bitter
fight against subversive activities would cling only to Christian Nisei groups

as a source for his Warden personnel, he has directed that the decisiBn for thie
difficulty be turned over to the Community Council which throughout the center

is, as may be noted from the examples above, & very week body.

This is e discussion of the orgenized pressure groups in the community,
and it is the purpose of the anslysis to show the effectof organized political
groups which have been formed under the direction and suspices of the adminis-
tretion as compared with those which heve sprung up with the direction by Cauce=-

gion personnel from smong the evacuee population itself. In this respect, it is
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wise to add, if possible, the proper degree of perspective in regard to the com-

munity as & whole, while & Community Council as an orgenized political group is
able to assert a certain amount of pressure in the community. The Wardens feil
utterly to be enything else then somewhat glorified messenger boys. Councilmen
are accorded some respect, the Wardens sre not. Under Issei leadership there is
little doubt that the Wardens could assert e great deal of authority in the com-
munity. As a Nisei group, the community residents herdly recognize their politi-
cel existence inasmuch ms they are considered to be with some degree of rectitude
edministrative stooges. It must be understood, therefore, thatthe Wardens sre
not a pressure group, They are simply a functioning body of evacuee employees.
Their desire to assert themselves has been crushed by Williemson with the result
that most of them who might possibly be leaders in = group which might be of be=
nefit to the community at large have resigned, leaving people in charge to whom
no respect is accorded. In Canal Cemp, perticularly with so small a percentage
of the population Christ ians, there is further cause for opposition to Christian
Nisei Wardens. To the Community Council was relegeted the task of deciding fa-
vorebly or unfavorably the solution to the Warden problem. Unwilling to commit
itself on an issue of this kind, the Council withdrew into itself, professed to
be studying the matter, and promised to render a decision during the week of
Januery 24, This decision has not yet been forth-coming, and inasmuch as most

of the Wardens who represent community feeling have slreedy resigned, there seems
to be little doubt that this issue will remain tabled and thet the Wardens have
at the moment swung over to the side of Williamson to the complete ousting of
Fredericks, so far es the Warden personnel is concerned. Graves, the other head
of Internal Security has been mssigned to Cemp One. Johnson, another mssistant
director, to Cemp Two. Williemson is st the head. Fredericks, because of his
inability to conform to Willismson's policies, is still assigned to detecting of
subversive asctivities.

This Warden issue is one of the first problems of dispute which has been
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brought up before the temporary Community Council. Even though the Council is
of a temporery nature, it follows, nontheless, that when a permanent Council is
to be brought into existence as the result of community retification of the con-
stitution, the same council members will, in most cmses, take their place on
the permanent Council under the present set-up by which only Nisei may hold
elective office. If Issei were to take oven the situation might somewhat be
alleviated. Until now, the Community Council has not reached a shtisfactory
decision regarding any of the major issues which heve confronted it. The sbove

examples will suffice to show the Council®s weekness. This weakness lies in the

fact that the Council is not the resl representative nor governing body of the

community. The Council is not a power; it is eclipsed and superseded by the
various Block Councils and by the Block Committees which normelly form under the
heedship of the respective block manager. When the Council makes a decision,
when it passes upon onerissue or another, the report of this decision is brought
back to the individual block by the Council member. This Council member is then
gubject to the eriticisms, epproval or disapproval of his stand on a certain
measure. The issues which are to come up are discussed by the block members,
end the individuel Block Council member is directed as to his vote or stand in
regard to a certain question. If the Community Council is not a pressure group,
the Block Councils, on the other hand, do emerge &s the controlling forces of
the community, and it is to this group of bodies to which attention may now be

turned. The Block Council is the real governing agency in community affairs.
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THE BLOCK COUNCILS

In the initial stages of orgenization of the project, evacuees were
herded into residence blocks and were obliged to face uncomfortable, crowded
conditions, a fact which hes been described elsewhere. Although there was &
good deel of shifting about and resettling after the initiel errivel of indi-
viduals from the outside, the blocks graduslly began to settle down into some
semblance of habitetlon. The needs of each individual block were cared for by
en elected officirl of the individual block. A man was either elected or ap-
pointed by a block delegation in many cases; formal elections were not held.
This individuel took the post of block maneger. It wes his duty, then and now,
to settle the problems of housing which arose in the block, to provide incoming
residents with beds and blankets, to take mdequate care of the washrooms, and
in other ways, to meet the needs of the individuel families of the given block.
This block menagership is & paid position, carrying with it the skilled wage of
$16.00 per month. In October, the block managers protested against this $16.00
wage with the result thet the Central Block Manager office appesled to the Divi-
gion of Employment and to the Fiscal Department for e raise in stipend. Effec-
tive as of November 1, 1942, all block managers were accorded the professional
wege of $19.00. The $16.00 wage wes suggested at first before the duties of the
block manager had been fully outlined. The original set-up prior to November 1
was purely of e temporary nsture end it wes understood that the block menagers

eppointed up until that time held temporary positions, later to be substantieted

by & generel election in the block. In many cases, this general electio:?never

took place, and for the most part, those bloc k managers who hed been appéinted
in the initisl stages of cemp settlement continued on in that capacity.

The block menager is e kind of block leader, although he is responsible
only for the physical well-being of the block; nevertheless, the office of block
manager has become virtually a political one in the community and, @s it will be

shown, in the hands of the block menager rests the disposition of community
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affairs and the execution of the details of community government. sincg the

position of block menager is =2 paid one and since block manegers are attached
to the work corp, up until now there has been no question as to their holding
an elective office., The position is conceived to be an edministrative sppoint=
ment subject to the mpprovel of block residents. This approvel has expressed
itself in favor of Issei with the result thet the grester number, by far, of
block menagers are members of the first generation. As such, they are the only
formal Issei organization wh;ch haes a voice in community govermment. With the
ratification of the proposed constitution, it may be that council members will
receive a stipend from the work corp. In this case, the position of block mana-
gers may be more subject to the will of the administrastive officisls. As it
hes been pointed out, the block manager is a block leader, but sround him he
drews the older men of the block who sre active in forming the.individusl block
councils. The implication is thet Issei dominate the block councils. While
techaically under an ideal srrangement this is not true since Nisei sad, indeed,
all members of the block have & voice in the block council, nevertheless, dom-
ination of this body is ®lmost completely Issei.

Block menagers are organized together under a central block manager of-
fice. The Central Block Manager in Camp:-One is an Issei by the name of Yahanda,
& man who hes been mentioned in previous reports ms one who espoused the Nisei
cause, attempted to cooperate with the administration, and was, therefore, most
unpopular with the militant Issei Vigilante Committee which figured sc promin-
antly in the recent disturbances in Canal Cempe. In Cemp Two the Central Bleck
Manager position is held by an older Nisei, Harry Miyake, who is likewise un-
popular and has slso been marked‘for assault., This position of Centrsl Bloek
Manager is held by virtue of administretive appointment. Tt is a thankless job
because the Central Block Manager is obliged to settle the dispute of housing

which arises between the two generations. As long as this situation exists, it
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will be virtuelly impossible for & Central Block Manager to placate all the
groups involved and to sct with the mdministrstion in the problems which erisme
out of block administration and housing. The Central Block NManager Office has
been assigned to the Division of Housing. Now that the Division of Housing has
been abolished since settlement of the community has been, at lesst so far as
the sdministrstion is concerned, setisfactorily affected, the office of the
Central Block Meneger will be under the jurisdiction of Community Services. The
Central Rlock Menager Office is not to be thought of, however, as the block
menagers themselves, Technically, this is true, but in pctual practice the block
managers are responsible to the Central Block Maneger only for the physieal con-
ditions of the block they represent, It is on this basis that the individual
block managers arise ms politicel factors, end the office of Cemiral Block Kena-
ger, even though it must amct in a coordinating capacity between 8ll of the Cau-
cesion and Jepenese sections in the center, is unimportent politically.

The Block Council is the group which emerges ms & political factor in
regard to the organized community goverament in the center. Block meetings are
held periodically eccording to the needs of the block. They are called by the
block chsirmen who mey or mey not be the block menager. This chairmanship is
an unpaid office subject to election by interested members of the block, that
is to say, those who sttend the regilarly called block meetings. Almost always,
these block chaifmen sre Issei. They work in close cooperation with the block
manager and preside‘ovar meetings of block members. Thus, in most cases, two
powerful figures arise in each blaeck who are nearly always Issei. They are the
block meneger and the block chairmen. When a problem arises which is pertinent
to the well-being of the community as = whole, its solution is left to the in-~

dividual blocks who make & decision by voting. This decision is given to the

Nisei Council menmber who takes up the issue in the Coumcil meeting and discusses

it with the other Council members. Having been instructed how to vote, the




Page 22 -- Spencer

Council member then is subject to the will of the members of his block. Bloek
meetings sre ettended mainly by Issei beceuse, for the most part, they are con-
ducted in the Japenese languege. While many Nisei ettent, it is virtually im-
possible for them to explain themselves freely because of their linguistic
difficulty. Many Nisei ere ashamed of their lack of commend of the Japanese
language, with the result that they hesitate to use it. The patriarchal sysiem
of Jepan is effectively noted in the meetings of the Block Council. There is &
tendency for the older men to dome forward to voice themselves and to look with
some scorn end annoyence on those younger people who attempt to make themselves
neerd. Obligated to elect Nisei Councilmen, the Block Council attempts to make
gll the decisions and to instruct the Councilmen how to vote. This is the cause
of weakness of the Community Council end the reason why the individual blocks
with their Issei domination emerge ms the politicel factors of the community.
The block manager's office usually apartment 1-D of each block, is a
deily center for Issei meetings of block members in which political issues ef-
fecting the community at ldrge are discussed. The Issei of each block are thus
able to become pressure groups which effect a great amount of control.in the
disposition of community affairs. It will be shown that these Issei who bring
gbout this control in the community are not only concerned with the individual
block in which they live and in whose council they have a vote, but also many
of them ere members of other pressure groups which elso exercise & considerable
degree of control in the center life. It is these decisions which are rendered
by the Block Councils individuelly which meke themselved felt throughout the
community, and it is here, as has been pointed out, that the resl nucleus:of
community government lies. Not only are the blocks themselves capable of pro=-
ducing the resting place of Issei pressure groups, but also the block Managers

es & group are able to effect decisions relative to the welfare of the center

populetion es & whole. In viewing the individual Block Councils, it is neces-
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sary to observe their relstionship to the Community Council on the one hend, end
to the less formal, unorgenized pressure groups which appeer in the community
and which ere mainly Issei. Because of the fact that there is administrative
recognition of the Block Councils end that, therefore, they are carried on under
.administrativa puspices, most of them have settled down contentedly to deal with
affeirs pertinent to the welfare of the given block and to decide on matters of
administrative introduction such as the met factory end the like, and do not
attempt to exert a force which will be significant in the formulation of commun=-
ity opinion. Thus, when a general strike was called in Canal Camp, the decision

affécting this strike was not made in block meetings but rather was called be =

stronger end more centralized pressure group composed of & union of Issei groups

end societies, as will be pointed out.

The fact thet the block government is so decentralized is instrumental
jn curtailing somewhet the effectiveness of community government at large. It
will be shown that the greater degree of centrelization that can be effected,
the greater will be the force of the pressure group in the community. The ana=-
lysis of the block in the Community Council is particularly left up 1o observers
who can more actively participete in the respective meetings than can a Cauca-
sion, It is sufficient here fo indicate the wemkness of the Council and the
gtrength of the Block Councils &8 those bodies which are recognized and have ad=
ministrative sanction. More gignificant are those groups end orgenizations
which are sanctioned by the evacuee population but are sccorded recognition by
the sdministration only as recreationsl agencies. Tt is this type of organiza=-
tion which should next by considered end it should be remembered that the or=-
ganizations which ere to be deseribed here have a far greater significance than
do either of the two groups mentioned sbove. TIn this respect, it will be well
to consider the relationship of these groups with the edministration. This re-

lationship receives no recognition by the Community Activities Section or Rec-
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creation Department which is directly responsible to Hoffman and Gabe, the res=-

pective Chief and Assistant Chief of Community Services.

Some mention has already been made of the formation of the Community Ac=
tivities Section (CAS) and the attempts on the part of the administration te
formulate a CAS Council composed of various representatives from the various
sections which make up the CAS. The CAS Council is divided into two parts. It

takes into consideration the various branches of recrestional life which appear

in the center, and it, furthermore, recognizes clubs and organizations. This

organization of tlubs and other bodies has given rise to a Clubs and Organizatioms
Council within the CAS. The Main CAS Council is composed of the paid represent-
atives of each recreational section such as the Athletic Director, the Director
of Issei recreation, of Nisei recreation, the Coordinator for CAS activities,
the Assistant Coordinator, the Art Directer, Vocational Director, Director of
Libraries, art clgsses, pattern drafting classes, and the like. This body is
somewhat over-lapped by the Council for Clubs and Organizations. Here Issei
tlubs and Nisei clubs send their representatives, The difference between the
two is that the CAS Council proper is made up of paid representatives, the Clubs
and Organizations Council is made up of representatives which may or may not be
paid and which are elected from among the membership ef the given organizatienm,
Thus, the Director of Issei recreational activities has under his jurisdiction
such clubs as Sume, Judo, Goh, Shogi, Kende, Men's Club, Women's Club, and so on.
This Issei recreation director has, therefore, under his supervision, the repree
sentatives of each of these organizations and appears in the meeting of the Clubs
and Organizations Council, The same is true of the Nisei recreation coordinato;.
This development of the CAS is only briefly mentioned here. It is rather
the purpose of this report to depict the rise of pressure groups as typified by
these various organizations which are drawn into coordination by the CAS. Thus,
the CAS is the focal poiht around which groups center themselves., Because of the

pressures exerted on the CAS by various organizations which have made constant
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appeal to Gaba and Hoffman for recognition for facilities and for the hiring of
paid personnel., The CAS has not been able to emerge successfully eas a coordine
ating factor or been able to promote emicable relationships between various
organizations, The CAS Council proper has not been successful in its attempts
to push a recreation program, With the formation of the permanent Community
Council, it is hoped that some success in promoting the activities of the CAS
will be achieved. It will be shown later why not only the CAS Council but alse
the Council for Clubs and Organizations has been unsuccessful in exerting a de«
gree of control in organized recreation in the community and in sponsoring suc-
cesful relationships between each orgsnization.

The difference between the two generations must be kept in mind in order
to depict the relation of the varioas organizations to the community. There is
no doubt, as will be shown, that each club and orgenization attempts to exert it=
self.as & pressure group. The relationship to the administration is shown by
the function of the CAS. Therefore, in bringing up the subject of pressure groups,
it is necessary to make & division between Issei and Nisei. The Nisei pressure
groups to be mentioned here are not so significant as are those of the Issei.
Except for one orgenization, that is to say, the Kibei Club or Gila Young People's
Association, none exerts a marked influence in either camp. Other Nisei organiza=
tions which attempt to exert control are the Christian and Buddhist church groups,
the JACL, the athletic associations exclusive of athletics of a purely Japanese
character, and one or two other minor orgenizations. A strong Issei front will

appear as a result of the various Issei pressure groups which in both campg are

in-
so closely allied and unified. Among the Nisei clubs there is considerabledepend=

encp, but among ﬁhe Issei in both camps, Issei organizations have a mutual relatione
ship which makes for strong solidarity. The Issei organizations to be discussed

are the so-called Investigative or Peace-Promoting Agency, the Kenkyu-kai and the
Kyowa=kai, the Sume Club, Judoe Club, the Goh=Shogi organization, the Engeibu or

Issel Dramatic Society, all of which are closely realted to the Gila Young People's
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Club, a Nisei organization but the sympathies of which tend toward Issei favors
of course it is true that some of these organizations, particularly those of the
Issei, have not been very favorably looked upoh by the Director of Community
Services, Mr. Hoffman. The result is that only partial recognition is accorded
to many of these organizations. This hesitancy on the part of administrative
officials to recognize this group or that is instrumental in causing some manifes=-
tation of ill-feeling, The pressure group arises, therefore, not only in relation
to life in the community as a whole, but also in attempting to push the necessary
recognition and sanction on the part of administrative officials.

The Community Council meets under the supervision and with the sanction
of the Community Services Director., The Block Councils and Block Managers' Com=
mittees have a similar samtion but are more divorced from immediate recognition
by Community Services administrators, In the same way, certain groups which at=
tempt to exert pressures receive through Community Services, that is to say, the
CAS, some formal recognition, but others depart from it completely inasmuch as
being regarded as subversive, they are not accorded a place in community affairs
by similar acknowledgment. The result is often dangerous., In additionf however,
to the groups whichaare of a purely social or recreational nature and whose mem=
bership band together out of common interest and a common bond of locality or for
other reasohs, there are those groups of an occupational nature whose suit for pre-

eminence in the community is not to be ignored. Reference is made to the Mess

Operations staff which is dominated by Issei and is very significant as a pressure

group. As in some other projects, the hospital staff, although desirous of as=-
serting itself politically, has been unsuccessful in doing so since its membership
is apparently too smell, The discussion of the activities of this group should
follow, however, as well as mention of the Cantsen workers, the office workers,
the teaching staff, the ecclesiastical personnel, the wardens, and the like.

More significant, however, are the groups which represent the two generations

and which, ostensibly, have some amount of administrative recognition, sither
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directly or through the CAS, or negatively by the fact the administration recoge
nizes their existence and fears them, In the discussion to follow, these groups
will be taggn up individually, and their relationship to the community depicted.
Tt is understood, of course, that complete information on these groups cannot be
forth coming, and that the material presented here is subject to emendation,

15581 PRESSURE GROUEPS

Some suggestion has already been made of the various groups to be dis-
cussed in the psges which follow. Tt will be necessary for the remdsr to kesp
the clear distinction in mind of the existence of two camps, which, nearly four
miles apert, have markedly different social structures. There is some reason for
this, snd it might be mentioned briefly here slthough ihis fact has been discussed
elsewhere thaﬁ the people of the smmller, the Canal, cemp coms from, in the main,
the Turlock Assembly Center and the so-celled Free Zone. They are people mainly
from the Delta snd San Jeujuin Velley regions of Californim. They sre predomi-
nantly rurel, and the close hold which they have of Jepanese culture patterns is
marked. This group is almost completely Buddhist. Furthergore, this group in
holding fast to Japanese systems emphssize the Japanese family relationship end
subscribes , in the main, to the various Japanese forms of the patriarchade. TFor
this reason, in Cenal Camp there is predominantly an Issei sphere of influence.

Confliets between the Issei and Wisei generations sre not nearly so marked &as in

Butte Cemp. Butte Camp derives its population meinly from the Tulare Assembly

Center, but there is also 8 lergs Turlock Christisn group, and a large Santa Anita
group. The Tulare Assembly Center was mixed as to population, having rural and
urban antecedents, and a large representation from the Los Angeles Metropolitan
Area. Christienity is stronger in Butte Camp, snd with Christimnity there is the
feeling of the sbendonment of the tie with the mother country and a consequeunt
cultursl conflict which is not so marked ms in Cansl Cemp. Militent Nisei groups,
therefore, arise in Butte, m circumstance impossible in Canal because of the com-

munity pressure agsinst group expression by the young people. There is this
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difference in the orgenizetion of the Gila Community at large which must be care=-
fully delinemted. Although in Butte Camp there is greater freedom of Nisei ex-
pression, nevertheless, the population to sbout 60 per cent tends to follow more
closeiy the accepted Japanese pattern of behavior. Thus, the controlling factor
in both camps is Issei. Because of the fact that the Nisei are able to hold
elective office, Issei groups feel thet representation for them is limited and
that they must seek to mssert their desire for political control in other chan-
nels. This eccounts, I think, for the creation of the strong Issel pressure
groups in both cemps.

The role of the CAS and of the Ceucasion chiefs of Community Services is
an important one since in the hands of this orgmnization end of these individuals
lies the power to recognize or to deny recognition to these pressure grous .

Whet the result of the denial of such recognition entamils is a matter which will

be discussed here. Issei pressure groups are, therefore, mentioned first be-

cause Issei pressure gfoupa have, by fer, the greeter influence in the community

at large, wherees Nisei groups are independent, unable to fand together t¢ form
a united Nisei front. The Issei groups have been most successful in establish-
ing rapport with one mnother. On the political scene, the Community Council

hes been shown to have 2 direct sponsorship of the administration, but it is also
jndicated thet the Community Council is a week body and that its members are un=
willing to assume respbnsibility against Issei pressures. It is also been shown
that decisions effecting the community st large lie in the decisions made by the
Block Councils and in the closely knit and decentralized orgenization of the
Block Managers in connection with the Block Councils. Because of the decentre-
lizetion of block power in community polities, the Issei pressure groups have
found m fertile field in which to operate. Thus, when an Issei pressure group
grises in the community and allies itself with the other groups and gll of them

together are capable of forming a united Issei front. It will, therefore, be
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wise to teke up individually these Issei pressure groups and to show their inter-
relationship.

Previous reports have made mention of the strong Issei Vigilante Committee
which now is in existence in both cemps. In Camp One, this group elected to call
itself the Kenkyu-kai or Investigeting Society. The fact of its existence has
already been mentioned previously in relation to its first concerted action in
Canal Camp, that of rendering the stemp of mpproval which was indicetive of com-
munity support on the action of the group lead by Chote Hirokani in their essault
on the CAS Jepanese head, Tekeo Tada. At this time, December of 1942, the first
premonition of the existence of a Kenkyu-kei reached the ears of the administra-
tion, and it was suddenly discovered that & group had come to light, boasting a
mgmbership of more than 500 Issei whose leadership was esble to effect decisious
to sway the will of the entire Canal Community. Hirokani was apprehended at
Teda's denunciation and was arrested and sentenced to serve six months in the
County Jail et Florence. Although five months of the six in the sentence were

commutted, neverhheless, the community sponsored the cause of Hirokani to such

en estent thaet it protested vigorously ageinst the administrative decision and

called for a general strike set for the day on which Hirokani was to be incar-
cereted, The question may justly be raised why could a group of more than 500

be ective in the community unknown to the adminisiretion end have #ll of the ear=-
marks of e secret end mctive society. Whet happened, mpparently, wes that this
group did not meet at prescribed time emd places but rather that the leaders
whoever they were end are circuleted emong the population enlisting Issei support
for the orgenization and meking up petitions which could be favorebly or unfav-
orebly received by the individual member. Thus, when a metter ceme up in which
the Kenkyu-kei felt it obligetory to render some decision, the issue would
epparently be brought before the individual member in his home, and his senti=-

ments regarding the issue discuesed with the orgenization's leader Or mWesSengers
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Kenkyu-kal reorganization.
As an aftermath to the beating of Tada, the fact of the

2

of an Issel group in Camp 1 which

boasted of & membership of caﬁe
so-called Kenkyu-kal, which, roughly
It was an organization s up to
ageinst conditlons and a tion
rigshes oOf the
beating
man named Fujimolto, and HI anl, were
so-called s ; up, although
three did not comprise the real
There seems little doubt that thils zroug
on Tada snd in the nmilitant eanti-Nisel, anti-administration
ampaign which culminated in formal recognition of such & situation by
the zdministration through Tada's beating. It was mentioned
the Kenkyu-kal, having pressed it de:.ma:@s and
then
certain zmount of recognition from Cozzens, /the

e to disband. A list of 500 names was zlven to Cozzens.

individuals being members of the Kenkyu-kal and

Issei generation and the Kibel group. The relationship of the

#ila Young People's Association, to the Kenkyu-kal

1

some extent. In Canmp 1, certainly the

Kibei club, which was just applying for recognition in the early

of December, made sU applicastion with
bl £

!

tihe Cconserl

ol

of the Kenkyu-kal, and acted as an auxiliary in helping the former

i

enforce its demands. Not toe much information
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in the Tur-
organization

by Pinella, the Pro-

existe G about the formation of esuch group. Prior
had been placed on mess hall bulletin 1
the auhvnauﬂbe of
promote
gate conditlons
movement Tfor tk
mation of the s alled study group was brought into existence. One
interpreter for the Con-
xas and
mentioned
Council
place just following the entrance
The two fa g the one belng the support given
Kenkyu-kal to the Tada incident,

(e 8

the study group in Canal camp. vever, early in L it appeared
getually that two such Iessel study groups were belng form or had been
irat of th
Assently Center, whille the
This bears out my previous conten hat the assoclatlons

in the Assembly Center have a decid effect on the

in the Relocation (Jenter The & y Young Peor 's Assocla~

is.to say, the Kibei Club, is made up of Tulare members

almost exclusively in Butte Camp. It would, therefore, be expected
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that the Kibel Club would get the support of the study g p made
of Tulare membership. This, however, 1is

Kenkyu=-kal, being strongest, has given

a5

Club as such, but up until December firs 1d been definit sed

e
]

to the organization of the Kibel Club, saying that as
horizons were t na w and that tl best interests

were not served by its exister n this matter, { Was

ed against George Yamashilz esider the Kibei Club and director

of Issel recreatlion on tl S Council. The resignation of Yamashiro
wag demand before the Tulare Issel would give their support to 1it.
However, on December 7 Yamasghil Ne.s 8 8 in putting through
Hobby Show,
the Kenkyu-kal of
geanization and the two apparently
cooperation. During the Christmes
aporoached by the Tulare group and the two joine 2d forces. dJust
to this, however, Kibel and Iss iembers of the Kenkyu-kal had
up a ble ist with the idea of repeating the Tada Incid
camp, and
drawn fror
particularly was directed azalnst the formation of
and such mames as Nobu Kawal, Harry
and possibly Gohachlro
other names. With the exception of Miura, all the names
of the JACL. A chapter ha een recently
Butte Camp, the first JACL cha

5

Genter, and the feellng against it in ths community has been
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he militant Issel group and of
the JACL chapter ln Pasadena
the JACL convention in Salt Lake City
Miyake, Asakura, and Toshl Kawal have
this communlty in housing and employ-
JACL. Miurs has

sel in support-

the editor

objecfions to
hat the meeting
JACL was unlikely
black list,agltation was begun
apparently the blacklist f£mErX Te. into the hands of one

and elither by accident

of the wardens who was sympathetic with the JACL,

or purposely, the list wae passed on to ¥r. Willlamson,
Internal Security. Williamson turned the.llst over to the newly appoin-

Project Director, Mr. Bennett, who then interviewed all of those

2 E

‘whoge names occurred on the 1ist, and guaranteed thelr protection,

o =

stating publicly thet drestic steps would be taken if a repetition of

the Tada case would occur in Butte Camp. Actlive disapproval of the




JACL seems to stem out of the ' Clul Support is given by the
organization. The manife dlsapproval against JACL

best pe described t ] by nie. OF

interest perhaps is the formation of the study group

0ddly enough, this group,n fully organ

for official recognition.

The individual particularly concerned with

the LUFO wakai .

adminis-

- - &8 - - i -2 e P Y g (R = A - == 0% 5 F : ; B e gy e e G
tretion to the existence of garour Acc oy A Hoffn weas

and presented him
over to
very much into detail over the

the name of the organi

meetings, and subcommittees.

a8 ¥Eix bringing peace into the community,

interes e«




owed me

agked my opinion as

proposed Kyowakal

an officlal lette

organization, stating
mey be e ! th Counicil and guarte
reguested.
half of one
Camp, but
Council, or to peild personnel.
sllotment of paid personnel and

cognell . T the constitution

prevent Infringsesment upon

ther administrat

cogn

Kyowakal

recognition

that representatives
be
Glabp;

Butte

entall
vbablon on the GCAS

recognized, it

funcetions

R
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organization
accuaation

problems. Kyowakai

however, was successrful
why they should now appl
hat more inform

:.-,]Vtal.“\;,

to all int g and purposes

res I
under wav to revive

wailal

Kenkyu-kai

thought Taznl was
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and an honest attempt to

inistrative officials

lately at emnity, and possil may be an overture towards
subject of a formal Kenkyu-kai in Camp 1.
a2t this

OWNl eXper

mind te turn
staff membels
If they do not, Tani will have
Tor complaint against the administration. They have,
cholice but to accept the invitation.
the
The organization of/Kibei Club, the Gila Young People's Assoclation
nteresting, and a brief description of the constitution of the

ion may be brought out here uch as Mr. Hoffman gave me

the opportunity of reading it. Like the vbove, .for the

the Kibvel Club constitulion embracee clauses of name, member-

ship, purpose, and offices, together with administrative sub-committees.

The purpose is expreseged "to promote the general welfare and well being

of the avacuee inhablta: f this Relocation

made of actual Kibei membership,on the
srguisite to membership. The ganization is large, having in
tion to a Presiden three vice-gresident a secretary-trsasurer,

<L

a secretary, ar : ica taff of volunteer lsbor, a governing

committee which 1s al: .fter the organization of the club it-

self, the governing committee being composed of a president, two vice-
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presidents, a secretary, and

L -, L 2

=

lg over-all president, but there
governorse who,ln Mr.- Hoffman® opinion, is
STOUD «
at
matter out. The inter-function

nd the Kyowakai will now be

point for serious ngiderati There i ittle doubt that these

Kibel organizations can present nelderab solidari] which may affect

P S

progress of the community at
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The people who were concerned with the organization and leadership of the Kenkyu=-
kai would apparently circulate in the community from house to house to enlist

opinions of the individuals or to apply pressures which might be useful in forme

ulating group opinion and suppert. The result was that these 500-odd people, all

of them for the most part men and family heads, felt that CAS, Housing, Clothing
Allowance Section, and other departments were doing a poor job of administration,
and that it was time to voice their disapproval. Thus, it was apparently the
Kenkyu=kai that drew up the black list on which names of Japanese high in commune
ity disfavor were placed. 0ld issues, those which stemmed out of preevacustion
period and out of the assembly centers, were not forgotten. In fact, Tada, a
leader in the Turlock Assembly Center, having been one of the three elected
councilmen there, was blamed not only for his mistakes at Gila but also because

of what was conceived to be mal-administration in regard to distribution of clothe
ing at Turlock, It was not unreasonable, therefore, that since because of his
position as recraation_leader and the consequent fact that he had closer dealihgs
with the community at large-than others, his name should be placed first on the
black list. The formation of the Issei Kenkyu-kai as & pressure group undoubtedly
was not restricted to Gila, but had its beginning in Turlock, & very unsettled
assembly center, poorly administrated, so the accusation goes, by unscrupulous
Caucasion officials. The Kenkyu-kai, therefore, chose to eliminate a number of
individuals and drew up the black list which is described elsewhere, There is faire
ly zonclusive evidence that the man Hirokani jumped the gun in bring about the as=
sault on Tada, The ideas was, rather, that all of those people whose names had been
placed on a community black list were to be assaulted by various groups at the

same time. Hirokani's assault was premature. What would have happened was that
Yahande, Central Block lManager, Omachi, Turlock Councilman, snd Acting Attorney for
Canal, Yonezu, Rlice Captain and Tadﬁ's friend, George Kawahara in clothing distrie

bution, Dr. Furuta, resigned head of the Canal Community Council, and one or twe
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others were to have all been assaulted at once by groups of men who would go to
their various houses and drag them out. The whole plan failed when Hirokani as-
saulted Tada and enlisted the aid of one or two other friends, The end result

was that since the Kenkyuekai had apparently planned the whole thing, they elected
to give their support to Hirokani even though his action was ill-timed, The
general strike was not called because of the delay in pushing the trial of Hiro=-
keni, Had Hirokani been judged and imprisened on the day following .Tada's assauld
there is no doubt that a community strike would have been the result since it was
called and planned for. It was known that a group of men had been delegated to
burn the Canteen on the first day of the strike end that others had made arrange=
ments with the Mess Operations staff to further the feeding of the strikers., Inm
short, an incident similar to the riots at Poston was the planned result. It is
said, in fact, that correspondence took place between Kenkyu-kai leaders and
sttike leaders at Poston on the techniques on the handling of = general strike in
the relocation center, When Hirokani's trial was delayed, the Kenkyu-kai was un-
able to keep community sentiments up to a pitch where a strike would have been
made possible, After the days wore on and Hirokani was not immediately judged nor
sentenced, the strike sentiment died down in splte of the efforts of the Kenkyu-kdi
to keep such sentiment in active moticns During the week, the Kenkyu-kai circu=-
lated a petition among the Issei women of the community which asked clemency for

Hirokani. This petition, designed to bring about a closer cooperation not only of

the women but also to keep the Kenkyu-kai members continually in mind on their

stand on a general strike, fell through because of the delay in bringing about a L
conclusion to the Tada case.

The Kenkyu-kai was not alone in its stand regarding the calling of
a general strike, In fact, it had the support of other Issei organizations as
well. This is the fact which mekes the Kenkyu-kai so significant and which clear-

ly demohstrates the existence of a strong Issei front in the Canal Community, the

repercussions of which have made themselves felt in Butte, On the surface, it may
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appear that a genersl strike wes called simply to defend the man Hirokani, who beat
gnother man unpopulsr in the community st large. But this implication must be
denied since there sre & grest many other elements which enter in and which clearly
show the importence, not of the Tada beating, not of the general strike, but rather
of the tremendous strength of Issei pressure groups of the Gila Canter.

The mccusetion was leveled against strikers as also took plsce at Poston

that such strikes were the direct result of un-American, pro-Axis activity. 1In

the opinion of the writer, this is not the cese. Tt is not true that the basis
for the orgenization of groups of this kind lies in en attempt to discredit the
United Stetes and to favor the Japmnese war effort. T think thet it may be truth-
fully steated that here it is a definite atteﬁpt to discredit the administration,
to protest agsinst the unhappy. situation which hes been the lot of every evacusee
gince coming to the center, a purely physical situstion which only now is beginning
to be sllevisted. NMention has slresdy been made of crowded housing conditions, of
leck of stoves with the onset of the cold u&nter, of poor flooring =nd the delay
in producing the necessary linoleum, of unpalateble and unetsble foods in the mess
neiis, of the dispute and delay in acqieving the solution to the clothing allowsnce
problem, the late start of the eéucatioaal program, snd the complete failure of &
recreationel program. All of these factors contributed to the bresk down of camp
morale, and the desire on the part of the people who considered themselves to be
leaders to remedy this situstiom. Tt was not unremsonsble, therefore, that the

' Tesei, having no voice ia the community government in the finel analysis and thus
being uneble to express themselves, should cheose to gssert their will in this
way. In spite of the fact that the sdministration at large believes the Tada

] beating to be the result of a personel grievence sgeinst Tade, the fact of the
bleck list end of the plen of the Kenkyu-kai to subject sll of the pro-administra~
tion Jspanese leadere to asseult is fairly conclusively proved by Hirokani®s own
statement as to the plan of the group st large. The rather thoughtless plan did

exist, that by intimidating Wisei leaders snd pro-administration Issel lesders, &




Pege 33 -- Spencer

more smiceble relstionship could be established by the bulk of the Issel with the
administration. In short, they felt that they were being "sold out" by the leaders
desirous of close cooperation with the administration, snd that to remove these
1eaders would make for a more satisfactory understanding by the administration of
family problems so keenly felt by the majority of non-Eaglish-speaking Issei. T
believe that this honest motive was behind the formation of the Kenkyu-kai end
Tada's beating. It is true, however, thest certain lesders have pro-Axis notious,
that they seek to discredit the TRA adﬁinistration, and thet they also seck to dis-
eredit the Nisei. Certein individuasls have been guilty bf expressions of this
kind, and in some individuals it must hzve been the driving force for such actions,
s force which continues to be in existence. For the bulk of the Issei, however,
the desire to slleviate the deplorable conditions in existence up to thet time was
strongs It is furthermore not to be implied that every Issei was a member of the
Kenkyu-kei. The list of 500 membership names which ceme into the hands of the

Acting Director, Mr. Korns, shows this. There are many Issei who did not wish to

gid the Kenkyu-kai end whose wish to remain aloef from it still exists. The honest

desires to improve conditions is, in the opinion of the writer, the basis for the
formation of the group. The very nature of the neme of the orgenization, Study
Group, that is, an organization to investigate and to improve cqnditions, is fair-
ly indicetive of this. If, however, the Kenkyu-kei is a militent orgenization,
the guestion as to its actugl structure can justly be raised.

The orgenization has in later months sppealed for redognition to the
Community Activities Section, something which it had not done ezt the time of the
Tedsa esssult. A constitution was proposed end presented to Mr. Geba, the Assistent
Director of the Community Services Section, and Acti ng Director of Recreational
Activities in Cenal Cemp. The constitution, not being satisfectory, was not
retified and the Kenkyu-kai leadership has withdrawm to, ostensibly, reorganize.
The pleas on the part of the Kyowa-kei of Butte Camp, the counterpart tc Canal's

Kenkyu-kei, for recognition is a fact which will be discussed in the description
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of that group. The suit for recognition of the Kenkyu-kai in Cenal wes not pressed
and it is to be wondered if the leaders of the orgesnization are biding their time
end waiting to apply sgain, or if, indeed, they want actual representation on the
CAS and recognition by the administration. Most of the Kenkyu-kai members end,

indeed, all of the administrative officiels do not know who is the leader or lead-

ers of the Kenkyu-kai. Only on two instances have Kenkyu-kai people appeared in

that capecity since the existence of the group first came to the attention of the
authorities. The first instence came sbout at a banquel sponsored by = Mr. S.
Tani, who appeers to be a guiding spirit in the orgenization, and the second in-
stance appeared vhen a group lead by Tani came in to talk with Gabe. So far as
the administration is concerned, the Kenkyu-kai no longer exists. Tt is not of-
ficielly recognized, at any rate, and at the moment is is not active. Tani, an
Tssei graduate of Waseda University in Tokyo, is thought by some members of the
administrative steff to be the real lesder of the Kenkyu-kei organization. FPos-
sibly he is & leader since it appesrs that the Kenkyu-kai is governed by a com-
mittee, self-appointed, of residents of Canal and of respected Issei. Tani is
the only person who has scted openly for the Kenkyu-kai. In this capacity, he
eppeared before Mr. Cozzens at the time of the hearing for Hirokani and offered
some defense in Hirokeni's behelf. Tani, & man whose position is thus not fully
understood by anyone, has been the acting front for the orgsnization. After
Hirokani's release from the Florence County Jeil, Teni had & banquet to which he
jnvited the edministrative staff members and those Nisei leaders who had been on
the bleck 1ist. Tt was thought to be an effort to bring about peace in the com=

munity. A brief description of this incident follows here.
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This is the last instance of the formal sppearance of the Kenkyu-kai.

After the Tada beating, the orgenization acknowledged at the time of the trial thet
it would not continue to exist. Ostensibly, it has not been too active since this
time. JIssei mctivities have expressed themselves through other organizetions, par-
ticularly through the Sumo Club, the Eageibu, and slweys with the support of the
Gila Young Paople's group. As is shown above, the Gile Young People's group, Sumo
group, Judo group, and Issei Dramatic Society figure prominantly in the sctivity

of the Kenkyu-kai group. This relationship will be better understcod in an enalysis
of each of these orgesnizations and in a corresponding snalysis of the XKyowa-kai in

Butte Camp and its relationship to these groups at la ge.

THE CANAL GILA YOUNG PEOPLE*S GHOUP

This Kibei group in Canal has made mpplication for recognition to the CAS

Director, Mr. Geba, Recognition hes been long in forthecoming, but finally in De-
cember, it was grented and a recreestion hall was set aside for the use of the Gila
Young People. Recent informstion hes come into my hands from our observer Omachi
which sheds further light on the relative position of the Gila Young Pecple's
group in Cendl. In my own write-up of Tada's case, Omachi considers me unfair to
my handling of the csse of the Kibei group since, as he points out, it is not in
Cenal & particvler militant or egressive group. Under the leadership of Akimoto,
the grour has been kept pretty much in check and has tended to be favorably dis-
posed to the dictetes of the sdministration. I leveled the accusation at the Gila
Young Pecple in Cangl that it w;s intimately mssociated with the Kenkyu-kai there.
Omachi states that this is not true. Actually, the Kenkyu-kei does heve a certein
connection with the Gila Young People through the Issei advisory board of th s or-
genization. Tt will be shown in Butte Cemp thet there is an eutirely different
kind of lesdership between the two Kibei groups snd that the Butte Young People's

orgenization may be considered 2 rather subversive element. The Gila Young People

in Cenal has es one of its sdvisors, & men named Fujimoto, who is intimately con-

nected with the Kenkyu-kei end whose n=me has been repestedly linked with *het of
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Teni. As in the case of the Butte (Gila Young Pesople, 2= will be shown lester, the
true lesder of the orgenizetion is not necessarily the president, If George
Yameshiro is president of the
to the will of certain d
Canel, but to 2 lesser extent. The Canal ¥ibei b does not offer the same
strength that is found in the counterpart organization in Butte. The connection,
therefore, with the Kenkyu-kai seems to lie in Canal with Fujimoto and not with
Akimoto, the ostensible leader. Most of the members of
Canal have remgf:eiiapart from internal politiecs. BSoms
pressed over the delayed recognition by the administrstion. Wow, however, that
recognition has been mccomplished, the group has settled down and taken m more
emicable stend towsrd sdministrative off

It is true that Tada, on the night of his beating, weunt befors the Gila
Young People and discussed soms of the necessary pre—requisites to recognition
with them. He then stltended a meeting of the Issei Dramatic Society or Eageibu,
and it wes upon leaving this meeting that the assault took place. This was not
brought clearly in my initial report of the incideédt since I implied thet there was
a greater connection between Kemkyu-kai, Bngeibu, and Gils Young People, that a
close connection between the Engeibu and Kenkyu-kai exists is indisputeble. This

5

connection is expressed by a few of the Kibei in Canal, particularly those who side

with Fujimoto. Those who side with Akimoto, however, remsin aloof from community

politics end attempt to make of the Gila Young People & purely social club. Through

Fujimoto, however, the spplication for recognition on the part of the Kibei Club

in Canel was made with the consent and understending of the Kenkyu-ksi. The Xenkyu=
ai is deseribed by Omachi es a group which is made up of dissatisfied Issei. This,
Omechi says, does not presemt a itrue representation of Issei feelings in the Canal
Community. Certainly this statement is true. However, the dissatisfied element

in the Issei group in Canal has been successful in winning over & grest many Issei

femily heeds., Thus, the list of names of 500 members, all of them Issei, all of
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them family heasds, is most significent in pointing out the relationship betweea the
Kenkyu-kei and the populstion in general end in showing the Kenkyu-kei to be &
significent pressure group. In relation to the Gila Young People, the significeance
of this orgenizetion eas a pressure group is shown by the fact that the Kenkyu-kai
sponsored the amppeal of the Kibei to have m recognized organization. The Kibei
themselves, in Cenal, because of the fact thet Akimoto holds the group in check,
does not emerge ss too significant pressure group. One of the reasons for this is
that it has not been necesssry for the Kibei Club, &8 & representative Niséi orgean-
jzation, to sssert itself sgeinst sny rivel organizetion. It is to be remembered
thet the Nisei in Canel Camp have been more or less inactive with the exception of
a few block clubs, young pecple's clubs, and the like, all of them independent of
each other. There has been no essertion of a Nisei front. The reverse is true in
Butte where the J.A.C.L., 85 & representative Nisei orgenization, is at veriance
with the Kibei; e fact which will be pointed out in greater detail. The University
Club, an intellectual Nisei club in Canal, the Young People's Christien Fellowship,
and the Young Buddhist®*s Association are the only organizations which might exer=
cise some voice in community effairs. In actuel prectice, these groups are anall
and ere not of greet significance.

The Issei generation in Cahal wre not as dissetisfied with the Nisei at

large as sre the Issei of Butte. There is no doubt that the Gila Young People

would emerge in Cenal &s & significant'political factor if its Issei advisory
board found it necessary for it to be so. In view of aa organizatioa by the‘J.A.C.L.
in Cansl Cemp, the Kibei Club might assert itself more strongly then it hss up until

now. Because its suthority is not questioned and because the authority of the

Tesei is not chmllenged by any Issei group in Canal, the Kibei Club hes not been
celled upon to act., Akimoto was a member of the Community Council. FHe is a man
whom considersble respect is given by virtue of the fact thet he is = Japsnese

University greduste (Meiji) end apparently has not desired %o bring sbout agitetion
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jn the way that George Yamashiro does in Butite. One significant feature which
hes been sponsored by the Kibei Club is that of a Japanese Library, that is to

say, books in Jepanese, which are kept under the direction of an Issei librarian

jn = speciamlly sssigned apartment or hall. The measure was proposed by the Gila

Young People in Butte Camp and spread to Canal, so that Japanese books are now
availeble for general circulstion through this library system. It is signifi-
cant to note that sums of money to buy such books have been contributed by the
Engeibu, the Sumo Club, and the Issei Literary Society of Bungei-kei. With these
few words, the Kibei Club in Cansl may be dismissed. It is significant only to
note its rather remote relationship with the Issei mt large.

ENGEIBU AND SUMO CLUB

The Issei Dramatic Socigty in Canel is undoubtedly
Too little is known of its actiVifigs, however, to be able to discuss it at
length here. At the time of Tani®s dinner as a peace overture to the adminis-
trative officiels, Jepansse and Cesucacsion elike, the entire membership of the
Issei Engeibu was iavited by Tani and sppeared at the dinner. Tani himself is
a member of the Issei Engeibu which has been putting on Japanese kabuki i
outdoor theater in Canal. A further report will shed some light on the
ties of the Engeibu.

The Sumo Club, however, is conspicuous as a pressure group in
Canal and is closely ellied with Teni and the ¥Wenkyu-ksi. It eppears as though
the Sumo Club is the strong-arm society for the Keukyu-kemi. They are a group
closely comnected with the gemblers of the community aad which contribute to
the Kenkyu-kei e certain emount of reciprocal finsacial backing. The Sumo people
are subject to the will of cne Issei, & man nemed Fujishige (7)), to whose family
the referreceing of Sumo beloags as an imperially conferred homor. This man ié
ective in the Kenkyu-kai es, indeed, are many of those who participete in Sumo

matches. Evidence for this, however, is only hearsay. Again, however, when the




Page 39 == Spencer

Kenkyu-kai held its banquet under Tani's direction, the Sumo Club membership
turned out in a body. Prominént among them was ihe man whose nsme was meantioned
above. Hirokeni, when he assaulied Tada, is alleged to with him some
of the members of the Sum¢ organization. The Sumo Club has long been a thorn
in the side of the mdministration. They, too, were given recoganition only after
considerable debate on the part of the Community Services Section. Gabe, assis-
tant Director of Community Services, who works in Cemel Camp, has, in view of
the Caucasion CAS Director, been amcting in that capacity. His dealings have been
entirely with the Sumo group in their suit for recoganition. Some feeling has
been directed against him at the behest of the Sumo Club, and it has been pointed
out that the Sumo Club also pushed the recognition of the Gila Young FPeople by
the CAS.

CAS recognition imﬁlies the assignment of one or two or more CAS
staff members to the orgenization. These members are hired from among the
group membership and are put on the work corp payroll. The Sumo group with,
perhapsy 170 members ssked for six representatives from the CAS, a peid presi-
dent, instructors, and & janitor. The request, afler recognition was given,
was granted with the result that these officers were hired wnd put on the CAS
payroll. Other orgenizations have leveled some criticisms at these employees
gnce they do not actively work at their assigned duties like other employees on

the work corp. They are obliged to put in a 44-hour week at a $16.00 monthly

wage and they do not do soe. Other organizations have leveled such criticisms

gt them, and they are in disfavor with the CAS. Just how this difficulty may
te circumvented is unknown since they protest strongly egeiast any criticisms
leveled at them by Kibei.

Mention is made sbove that the Sumo Club offers, to a certain ex-
tent, gambling connotations. In every casgbf matches and contests, prizes and

cash awards are offered by the Sumo Club members to the participants. Wagers
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are laid upon the outcome of various matches. Sumo enjoyes a bad reputation in

the community at large and, indeed, it is stated that Sumo in Japan is similar

to prize-fighting or horse-racing in this country. It is said to be a sport

which attracts a certain gembling snd vulger element. This ie unlike Judo which
enjoys & higher social sanction. Sumo is popular in the community with older

men and has no Nisei following to spesk of., Some Kibei do follow the Sumo Matches.
Because of the fact that this elemeunt is attracted to Sumo, it is gquite possible
that the dissetisfied Tssei element which is represented in the Kenkyu~kei cen
find a useful tool in the Sumo orgenization. The very fact of this low social
standing of Sumo psople lends some reflection to the status of the Kenkyu-kei in

the community. It must be emphasized that, as Cmachi says, the Kenkyu-kai is

composed of dissatisfied spirits who actively oppose the administration. A con-

nection between Sumo mnd gambling groups in relation to the Kenkyu-kai is to Be
ocbserved in Canale It is to be remembered that Butte offers = mixture of type
of population and that, therefore, Sumo does not enjoy the same great following
in Butte as it does in Canal. Canal Sumo might be said to be made up of the low-
er class people in the community.

Whether it is intimately connected with the Kenkyu-kai on an equel basis
or whether it is simply used by the Kenkyu-kai to force its demands iz a question.
Some accusation of anti-American mctivity has been leveled against the Sumo Club.
At 10 a.m. on New Years Day, & rather elaborete Sumo contest was held in Cenal.
The contestants end audience paused before the opening of the matches to engage
in several loud ban-zai and sing Japanese naztional songe. In doing this, the
whole mudience turned to the East. Such observances of New Years Day, being high-
ly ceremonialized and practiced by a good meny of the population, are not neces-
sarily nationelistic in charecter, but agein may only indicate sentiment. The
observation of such rites on New Years Day is known ms yohaishiki, literally,
peying honor from a distance. The implication being that the honor is in this

case paid to the Japanese Emperor. Social calls on New Years Day, however, are
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described by the ssme term. NMuch to do was made over this demonstration by ad-
ministretive officiels anxious to prove subversive pro-Axis mctivities. Tt is
said that et this Sumo mstch on Wew Years Day, the Kenkyu-kei turned out in a
body, but only thosa members of the Gila Young People who sided with Fujimoto
were there., Akimoto®s adherents remained swaye Another point of significence

is that the president and other officers of the Sumo Club have applied for re-
patriation. TIf in the center militant pro-Japanese netional group exists, and
this observer continues to doubt that they do, Canal Camp's Sumo Club is, perhaps,
the best example. The Kenkyu-kmi is too mixed as to its mims and purposes and as
g7

to its membership to be d to be active pro-Axis It is rather thet, ae

hes bheen pointed out, the Kenk ka attempting seriously lto alleviate the
physical conditions which confront the individusl evacuee families in the Gila
center. Similarly, it is hoped that Akimoto's position is so fer clearly deline-
ated to show his uncoacern over political issues. He continues to attempt to
keep the Gila Young People in Canal out of polities. TIa spite of the fact that
he has epplied for repetristion, his honest conciliatory efforts remove him from
suspicions ZEngeibu and Sumo, however, are, more so than the Kenkyu-kai, danger-
ous elements in the community. -In the event of community strife and dissension,
however, it has slready been shown that Engeibu, Kenkyu-kai, and possibly Gila
Young People, will band together in Cenal to form what is 2 fairly solid Issei
front. Tt will be well to turn attention now to the matter of similar organiza-
tions esnd pressures in Butte since it is in this center that the greatest amount
of conflict occurs. Canal does not present the disunited picture that Butte,

the larger cemp, shows. At the time of the Tada bsating, which served as a
meens of bringing the Kenkyu-kai in Canal into light, the germs of an organization
of this kind spread to Butte, and it is here *het the first inkling of united

Issei came out with the disruption in Cenal. It will, therefore, be well to take

up the discussion of Issei pressure groups in that camp and the confliets which

are entailed by their existences
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BUTTE ISSEI FRESSURE GROUPS

In e discussion of the Butte Community on which greater informstion is
available, it should be remeubered that a slightly different emphasis is mani-
fest in the Bptte Community. In Cansl, much has alreedy been made of certain
strong Issel pressure groups, snd it has been pointed out that the Wisei groups
are smzll. The Issel have a common purpose end a solidarity in orgenization
which does not exist smong the Nisei. This is true not only of Cansl but of
Butte as well. Issel organizstions are &t marked variance with one another.
Again, in this respecf, it is necessary to point out thet the Issei end the
Niseisplit is slweys accentuated by the fact that the Isseli are the stronger
by virtue of the feect that they can bend together and that they have the =id
end support of certain Wisei orgsnizations, particulsrly thst of the Gila Young
Feople. Putte has z different background from Cznsl. While the latter is al-
most esxclusively rural, the former is mixed urban, suburban, and rural. Canal
draws its people meinly from one locality, but Butte, 2 larger camp, has indivi-
dusle from many different locaslities. The Tulere Assembly Center, itself, was
made up of people who ceme from various places on the comst of Southern Califor-
nie, from the Los Angeles metropolitan urea, end also from the southern half of
the Sen Joaguin Velley. In addition to this mixed populstion, & group from
Turlock is present as well as 1500-odd people from Santa Aaite or partly urban
Los Angeles, San Pedro, Wilmington, Long Beach, end the like. It is noteworthy
that Tssei societies and pressure groups arose out of each one of these differ-
ent mssembly center backgrounds. For a time they were disunited, each one try=-
ing to out-strip the other. Then suddenly they were brought together under a
common leadership so that now the community is pretty well united as to Tssed
pressure groups, a factor which hes been brought out in a short papef entitled,

"Kenkyu-kai Reorgenization".

A strong Nisei factor emerges in Butte through the formation of the JACL
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there. The Butte Chapter weé the first one to be granted a charter in aay re-
locatioh center. The rabid opposition to the JACL centers itself in the Kibel
Club end the Tssei Vigilante Committee. This general background is sufficient
to denote the conflicts which take place within the community end to show the
existence of marked groups with strong lendership who rabidly oppose one enother.
The materisl to follow will attempt to elucidate end amplify the conflict which

occurs. Tt will be well to make mention of soue of the more formally orgsnized

foctors of community government which appear in Oanzl and Butte together on the
Yl PP g

basis of comparison.

In both camps the Community Council is virtually without support and has
the sanction only of the administration and derives 1ittle support from among
the residents themselves. The weekness of the Community Council has already
been described some pages previously. Tt has baen pointed out rather that the
Rloek councils, made up largely of Issei, and the Block Manager form the real
formel governing body of the comaunity. Tt was aol clearly brought out in the
discussion above that in Canal the Block Councils are, Dby far, the more dominant
figures. It is they who decide the decisions which ere brought up to the Coun=
cilmen, and they instruct their individual Councilmen how to vote. The Block
Manager in this camp rather takes = back seat to the BRleck Councilmen who are,
more orrless, under the thumb of the Block CHairmen. TIa Butte, however, there
iz agein this slight difference of emphasis *o the fact that it is the Block
Venager who generally emerges es the Block Chairmen and has control over his
Plock Council. WMoreover, the Geatral Block llanager office is ons in yhich meet-
ings are held to determine camp policy end to make decisions affecting the run
of deily life within the camp. The Block Menager instructs the Block Council
on the stand which they are to take and in turn instructs the Block Councilman.
Thus, there is a subtle difference in leadership so far es the blocks are con=
cerned in each camp. TFarry Miyeke, the Nisei who occupies the position of Cen-

tral Block Menager, thet is to say, a paid position which is sponsored by the
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aduinistration, continues to lead the Block Menagers even though he is decidedly
an unpopular figure. This is not because of the decisions which he makes, but
because of his affilistion with the JACL. He has been threatened on aumsrous
occasions by dissatisfied Issei groups, but there has been no pressure directed
againet the administration to remove him from the position of Central Block
Menager. His own Block Managers, in fact, do nol always support his actions,
and manyo8f them do belong to the Issei Vigilente Committee which is anxious to
effect his removal. Miyaske, therefore, occupies a very peculiar position. If
he were to give up his affiliation with the JACL, there is little doub?t that

he would be esccepted by the Issei as one of their number. His policy, pretiy
generally, has been to give way to *he Issei against the Nisei, but he still
believes in the value of the JACL. He was forced by circumstances to come out
with a public stand regarding his own position in relation to the Issei of the
community and to the Army voluntesr enlistment, which is at the preaént writing
cause for so much furor in the camp at large. We decided in favor of volunteer
enlistment, probably in order to keep his position with the adminisiration as a
recognized leader in the community. He has, therefore, committed himself to
the effect that Army enlistment is necessary end hes imparted this stand to the
Block Menagers who act with him. This stand has caused some disfavor, but in
general this was the position he was expected to take. Miyake pres

the meetings of the Block Mznagers, meetings which tas place weekly to discuss
the current affeirs of the community in the variovs blocks. He continues to
use hig influsnce for what he believes to be the improvement of the community
and, in spite of the threats made against him, he has teken s siromg stamd on
p1l matters reletive to group agitation. Tt is to the Block Wannger's office

thean that the obzerver muet look in order to understand the rather intricate

block organization snd control of formal political organizations ia the commun-

5

v1ock orgenizations mre subject to pressures from the outside by

gnforuel snd unrecognized groups, which groups teke their stand ia accordence
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with the desires they have and the needs of the community which they consider
necessary to meet. It is this subject of pressure groups and their effect on
community politics which might best be brought up here. 1Isssi pressure groups,
as has been pointed out, are by far the more significant because of the close
relstionship between them and the effect which their existence has on peace or
strife, or group conflict which arises in Gila. FPerhaps the two most signifi-
cant pressure groups in the community, which might be considered aext, is the
Issei Vigilante Committee, the so-called Kyowa-kai or peace-promotion society,
end the ¥ibei Club. The two are intimately connected. Teking them in detail,
we may first consider the Issei Peace Society.
THE KYOWA-KATL

In regard to the Kyowa-kai, & short paper of some nine pages has already
been submitted. 1In this peper mantion is mede regarding the effect of the form-
ation of the Canel Camp Kenkyu-kei on the subsequent and comparable movement in
Butte. The relationship with the Canal orgenization is mentioned as well aB
the character, Mr. Dyo (previously incorrectly apelled Jo). After the incident
in Canal which brought the existence of the Keakyu-kal to light, Mr. Dyo had
gons from house to house and had enlisted prominent Issei in his Investigative
Society. A number of these Issei refused to agree to the demands of Mr. Dyo and
nie group with the result that it again appears that it is = dissatisfied end
agitating element which wes desirous of forming sn association of this kind., Tt
eppears that the Vigilante Committee, which we are justified in calling this
group, was organized for two ressons. In the first place, it received its impetus
from the Teda beating snd was forced to come to light in order to support the
counterpert agency in Cenal. Also, esitetion for the formetion of & society of

this kind hmd been going on for some time prior to the incident which so dis-

rupted the Canal community. The members of the group from the Tulere Assembly

genter snd the members from the Saats Anita center hed not reached a state of
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collaboretion. This was achieved only when it became necessary for the Issei to

teke a unified stand, ostensibly, as they thought, for their own protection and
the furthering of their own interests. The two joined forecss during Christumas
week. The second point which caused the formetion of this group,was the fact of
the organization snd chartering of a JACL chapter in Rutte Community. It is this
JACL chapter which has given rise to so much controversy in the community, a
struggle which will be slsborated upon to a further extent, It becomes clear why
the Kyowa-kei, as the group chose to call itself, took & sudden stand against
George Yamashiro, the leader of the Kibei Club. The reeson for this being that
Yamashiro is one of those few who had come into Butte Camp- from the Turlock As-
sembly Center. He had formerly lived in Tracy and was, therefore, not known to
southern Celifornia and Los Angeles people. His unpopulerity camc sbout because
of the fact that he had high-pressursd his own way to the Kibei group. When on
December 7, he was successful in putting through the Hobby Show for the Issei and
having aschieved considerable success with it, the Tulare Kyowa-kai group beceme
more tolerant to him as head of the Kibei organization with the result that the
Kibei Club snd the Kyowa-kai heve been successful in joining forces and becoming
aligned with all of the Issei forces in the camp as a strong pressure groupe

In eccordance with the movement of strike and black list, which took place
in Camp One, the Kibei and Issei together with members of this Kyowe-kai drew up
the black list with the idea of repesting the Tade incident in Butte Camp. A
previous report makes mention of the fact that this list was particulerly directed
sgainst the formation of the JACL ia Butte, one or two nemes being mede public
et this time. MWothing was ever done by this group in the weeks of agitation in
December, probably because of the fact that the administration had become aware
of the existence of the Kyowe~kei and of the strength of the Kibei Club. Tt is
mentioned that the black list was reported to Willismson, Chief of the Internsl

Security, by one of his own wardens and that this metter was turned over to the
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newly eppointed FProject Director, ¥Wr. Bennett, for consideration. He assursd

the posople whose nemes appeerse the_black list of adequate protection.

Hoffmen, as Chief of Community Services and acting head of Community

Activities Section, promptly gave recognition to the Kibei Club and supplied
them with e recrestion hell. The result was that the ¥ibei, at least, were
mollified. Dyo, on seeing the success of the formation of the Kibei Club, de-
cided, spperently, to resort tc the seame tactics himgelf. He applied to M¥Mr.
Hoffman for recognition and the informstion which Foffmen had at his disposal
“relgtive to the formetion of the group is already in our files. Hoffmen®s own
comments on the formetion of the organization from em administrative point of
view ara clearly given in his own memorendum for the files, a copy of which I
was fortunste enough to secure. Foffman, before granting recognition from the
Gommunity Activities Section to the Kyowa-kai, urged the group to reconsider
consiitution. The group sppeared before ¥r. Bemnett requesting recognition, b
was referred to Mr. Hoffman. The leaders of the Kvowa-kei, finding that they

with
had to deal with Woffms=n, appeared before him/e revised constitution, a copy of

we have. A brief analysis of this Kyowz-kai constitution should follow
here. T would call the attention of the reader first of all to the very close
aimilarity between the form of the constitution of the Kyowa-kai and that of the
Gila Young Peoples group, a constitution which will be discussed presently. The
author of the one seems to have adopted the seme style of the author of the
other, and it has been suggested that the constitutions of both orgenizations
were written by the seme person. The purpoce of the organization, listed as Ar-
ticle II, was the point of contention between Hoffman end the members. Wention
is made of the necessity for the promotion and improving the system of the relc-
cetion center in order to maintain peace and order, to promote general welfare
and the general situation. Foffmen construed this to mesn that in the event of
any emergency, this organization would sct as a kind of police agency detracting

from the sphere of influence and asuthority of the Interanal Security Division.
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In his own memorandum and in Benmett's imemorandum to him, meation is made that

the organization does not perform any function not now supplied by the Council

or the Block Wenager. The result is, and I agree with Hoffman's anelysis, that
the Council, the Block Managers, and the like, would be entirely eclipsed by
this organization if it were granted recognition. Councilmen are chosen one from
each block. The Kyowa-kai deumands two to five represeatatives from each block.
These would necesserily bes Issei, and the result would be that t waning power
off the Council would be further superseded by the power of the Kyowa-ksi. The.
gsecond purpose shows cleerly that it wss the desire of these individuals to ex-
clude the Nisei entirely from a voice in all community effairs and politics since
it wished to be nemed agent for the Spanish Consul in dealing with the Japanese
government. TWhether a nationslistic orgenitation of not, the Kyowa-kai could,
if its constitution were ratified, become the sole goveraing body of the commun-
ity. People who later besceme associated with the Kyowa-kai drew up the pstition
mentioned earlier which asked for Tssei Voice in community government. ZEven
though the Kyowa-kai is proportedly, by the administration at least, a pro-Axis
agency; nevertheless, recent meetings in San Francisco and considerstion of com=-
munity politics in Washington lead one to believe that petitions of this kind are
being seriously coneidered and thet community representation msy be through the
rather than Nisei. Tt is understood that the debate for this move is still
on in Weshington among WRA officials concerned with community government,
In view of the relocation program, the fact thet Wisei are now adwitied to the
Army and possibly to the draft later, it is thought that the Issei leaders of the
community should emerhe as the governing factor in the Community Council. Al-
though the Kibei Club wes successful in its suit for recognitionm, the Kyowe-kai
feiled. Hoffmen would not consider recognizing such a group, while Mr. Bennett,
on the other hand, had urged the group to dissolve. Neturally, even though it
does not have formel sanction of the administration, nevertheless, the Kyowa-kai

is still an active zroup and emerges from time to time as a pressure group.
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Moreover, it seems to dictate the policies of the Gila Young People now that
setisfactory cooperation from George Yemashiro has been elicited.

The Kyowa-kai, literally a Peace Promotion Society as it should hsve been
mentioned above, was most active in etiempting early in the stages of the pro-
Ject to effect administration to elective office by Issei, a matter which has not
as yet been settled, end then again was active in its own membership drive which

.
place in December. As wes mentioned for the Kenkyu-kai in Canel, the mem=
bership drive wes not open. Tt took the form of individuasl house to house solic-
itation. T happened to be present, in fact, when Mr. Dyo himself celled on our
collsboretor, Mr. Okuno, and esksd him to Join forces with the Kyows-kai. At the

time, Wr. Okuno stated that he did not wish to join en organization which did not

have the sanction of the administration. This was true of other lemding Isseil

es well. Bulletins wers placed on the mess hegll bulletin boards, written in

se, requesting the sttendance of those interested at verious meetlngs. The
result was that people eppeared from time to time in various meetings of the Kyo-
wa~kei end, apparently, in cooperation with the Gils Young People, ithe constitu-
tion was drawa up. It will be well, T think, to sey a work or two regarding the
comparison of the Kyowa-kazi in Qutte and the Kenkyu-kai in Cansl.

Three leaders in Canal sre considered as heads of the Kenkyu-kai.
ere Tani, Fujimoto, and Hirokani. Tt is my owm belief that the sdminis
in error in considering Hirokeni to be aay kind of lemder. We is, sppareatly,ioo
weak @& character, and certainly after his jail sentence because of the assault on
Tada, he could scarcely be considered to be 2 community leader or even a group
leader. Some of the esvacuees have told me that Hirokani is "just a stooge" aand
T think this eppelation is justified. Tani's ectivities are pretty well known,
and he does not seem to be the orgenizer or the true leader. Wention should have
been made zbove in the discussion of the Kenkyu-kei that ?ani seens to hold the

purse strings. HYe is the agent of a Japanese language nswspaper which is pub~-

ished in Demver, Colorado (?). He has the privilege of distributing this news-
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paper in the camp. Copies are sold for five menis each, and it becomes apparent
that Teni can keep a share of the profits. Tn fact, at the benquet vwhich wase
held in order to pacify the administretion or else to aannoy certain sdministra-
tive officials the axcellent repast and the liquor were known to have been paid

by Tani out of the Rocky Nippon funds. He is not known to be a man of any fin-

1

ancial meens himeelf, and Lis only known source of iancome is through the distri-

bution of this newspaper. In fact, he admitted to Fredericks, thec Assistant
thief of Tnternal Security in Canel, thet the banquet wes paid by the Rocky
Nippon funds. Tani is, therefore, a leader bacause he can make his money avail-
able to the organizetion, but is see oubtful that he is the oanly leader.
Fujimoto seems to be the dark horse. He has been mentioned es the leader of the
croup time and egain. FHe is an advisor to the Canal Xibei Club, but wery little
ia Ynown of him sither by the evacuees or the administration. here ssems to He
others in fanal who control the Kemkyu-kai too, but their ideatities have not
yet been divulged. A somewhat similar situgtion seems to exist for the Kyowa-
kai in Butte Campe.

3 3
L

The Kyowa-kai has, at least, applied for recognition through Mr. Dyo and

31
!

his friends, and it begins to mppeer as though Dyo is the recognized leader of
elected its presider end he and others con-
he membership drive which the ¢ informally
conducted. He acted as interpreter when the Spenish Consul came to
Cila Community. Dyo was successful in bringiag together the
Tulare and Santa Anita, respectively. Dyc Las a bad reputation, and
tl
viously lived in El Paso, Texas, and had sold stock to
ers in a non-existing Chihuahua gold mine. TFor this reason, he is distrusted,

and it is thought that he slould still be prosecuted which he, apparently, never

was., T have telked with seversl mesa who went to Chihushua some-ten yeers ago
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in order to find this gold mine. They had been called in as disinterested part-
jes by the Japanese Association of Los Angeles, which had received numerous com-

pleints against Dyo. Although the gold mine was never found, the complaints

ageinst Dyo were never brought to court with the result that he was spperently

fleecing a good many people. Dyo is not trusted but, ppareatly,

an orgenizer, he is permitted to carry on the work of bringing

sbout the existence of the Kyowa-%ani snd receives support because of it.

~

Y

ther individuel worth mentioning is' a man ose mctivities also have bsen

issed to some sxtent, one Ototaro Yamamoto. Although Yememoto has for a
time merked =s an agitator in the community, it was he who
pushing the petition for Issei office-holding. Yamamoto, furthermorse, has been
denouncad as pro-Axis by several Issei, particularly by one Gohachire liura, a
would-be lesder in the community who hee ingratiated himself with the admninis-
tration.

Ta = few weeks, the regetion camp for agitators and trouble-makers
and people of known pro-Ax ympathies will ned in Moab, Utah, under the
puspices of the War Relocation Auvthority.

Yememoto, Tani, Firoksni, and one or two other Kenkyu-kai esnd Kyowa-kai 1
leader, George Yemashiro is
A man named Ande acts in close coopera-
They are sesn constantly with a men named Tenaka, who is
he Sumo Olub snd who is elso known to be a close® friend of Dyoe.
The Kyowe-kai slso has the support of = wenlthy men by the name of Taire, who
58 said to be the liquor dealer for the community, a men who brings in liguor
through a contact with certain of the Caucasion end Negro lsborers on the pro-
jecte It appears ss though the leaders of both the Kenkyu-kai and the Kyowa-kai
sre man of s rather unsevory reputation. O(machi is, T think, correct in his

etatement that these groups are made up of disentinfied few and do not necessar-

jly represent a community concensus. This dissatisfied few, however, is mors
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and the like; the Kibei C1 their activities; the

Engeibu for its costumes,
scenery, and the like; = er organizetions profit as well from the money

mede through gambling snd by the sponsoring of the lottery. The lottery has been

5

+anee for sbout aix we but, apparently, the administretion officizls
including ths members of the Internal Security Department are ag yet unaware of
its exigtencs.
The Kenkyu-kai membership in Ceanal wes listed at 500. TIa Butte it ap-
proxinates or is ir es8 of it. Tt will probsbly be well to
groups e pressure groups. Some menticu has already been made
geems that the gamblers do not wish to engage in politica
ante Commi
well that this
be mentioned if dnly to characteri the leadership of the Keakyu-kai

the Kyowa=-keni. The gambling

example, no fina
ssued by the Kibei b, but it begins to appear thet they have a
ble sum of money at their dispos;l. I woulc
evidence for meking en sssertion that the
: |

situstion does sxist, it is removed from the
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re sre other ways of obtaining funds as wells

his block (61) should teke
and sssess each memhar of the block twenty-five con
hushes to place around the mees hall. About $25,00
residents contributed more thean the required twenty-five cents. Ten

dollars was spent on rose bushes; the remeining fifteen dollars was given by
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Yamamoto to the Sumo Club much to the indignation and protest from emonz block

members, particularly the Misei. The Kenkyu-kei and ile

on the fringe of things. 8Since neither has been recognized, in order to enforce
o & & ]

their demends, they must aet through other organizations. It will be remsmbered

that the Canal Cemp ¥Kibei Clut is divided smongst iteelf.

Akimoto, the presi=

dent, controls a large block which endeavors to be cooperative aad to work for

n wdministration snd community relstionship. A group of Kibei in that club,

however, are opposed to Akimoto and side with the dissenting Issei. The Keankyu-

kai in Canal, since it has not been so open, is more difficult to examine and

rnship than is thz ¥Xyowa-kei which has

to membership, aims,

give the Henkyu-kai full suj
Club in Butte are intimately associsated.
George Yamacshiro turned his atlention to
his

This organization should ne:
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AT
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S iz 1% 3 Pt =, T m nl
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been the Turlock Kibei leader against stro pposition from Yams-
ehiro snd his facti "Men it became possible for certain
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over there so thot, epparently,

without eompetition by Akimoto. Although virtuelly unknown

the 01ls Young Feople's Club witk the res
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he was clected the first president. . was understood thal this election wa

was
of a temporary nature. At first he decided to steer s middle course and to
push the intersst of his own Kibei Club, but the members of the Kyowa-kai were

opposed to him; appt 7 because they did not know him as mentioned abovz.

oL

tharefora, asked to resign. In order to placate the TIssei, he put

through the December 7 Tssei Hobby Show, which when it closed on December 3

wes the scene of a banquet for Issef and Kibei. Japenese national songs were

sung and ban-zai's shouted. The aftsr-math of the Hobby Show was lhe appoar-
ance of two Japenese flag he nearby Butte.
Early in January the Kibei Club decided,

election for permenent

1

wherever he goes who appear

pleced and continue

1=
|9}

his organiza

sarned for him the support

- -

Young People’s Club. This, too, ha:

2

Sunday =fternoon service
mentioned before, both he and Ysmashiro are sirong
formetion of the Shin sects Young Puddhist Asso

Shin devotees zre strong in their denuncistion of Yamashiro.

arises a8 to just how much of a part Ochi plays in this whole

group development.

There are three advisors to the 0ila Young People's Club. Our own
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For this resson, I can safely sey Yamashiro i ~Axis snd can point out his
sct in the community st large, en @ffect wt 1 ie not inconsiderables
Some of the mors formal aspects of the Kibei CIub should, perhesps, be

mentioned. Recoecnized by Hoffmen at a pressure group, it was decided *

hat reg-
ernition of 2 formal nature should be given to them by the gdminigtration. Ac-
cordinzly, Recreation Mell 55 wes opened to the ¥ihei Club in Butte Camp and
has been taken over by them ms s genersl club room. A amell mection i=s parti-
tioned off snd.made into en offics and a sewing room for the Kibel girls. Tn
this pertitioned space also is ths Japan lauguege librery, a lending 1b rary

vhich now containe sbout TOO ¥olumes in the Tap=nese langnage, those which wers

returnad by the WOCA to the relocation centers after confiscntion in the nssem=

bly centers. Thage books are very widely read by Tsgei, They are =aid to be

hooks of posms, of ® certsin emount of propoganda, of novels, but nething of &

very serious or subversive nature. Foffman end Sawyer, the latter in cherge
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of Eaucation, have been very much opposed to this Japanese language library, but
it has been sponsored and is kept up by the Kibei Club in both camps. Another

pignificant item in the Kibei Club is & tree which is made artificially of iron=-

woode. Little white cerds are placed on this tree.. The trunk is marked in Japa-

nese, "Nippon". The branches, that is to say, those fully flowered end is bloom,
ere merked China, Indo-China, Streait Settlements, Burme, end other of the more im-
portant conquests of Jepan. At the top, in bud form on the branches, there are
markers for Australia, Csnada, the United States, and England. This artificial
tree occupies a very prominent place in the Kibei hall. A billiard table pur-
chased by the members, ping pong tables, snd other equipment is in the main hall.
The Kibei Club is the center of Kibei meetings and also the center of certain Issei
meetings. Mr. Dyo and his associstes meet their frequently. The Kibei Club is,
perhaps, one of the busiest centers in camp. The members feel free to rush in and
out all during the day, snd there is a constant bustle of activity which is vague-
ly reminiscent of the great hall in the Berkeley International House.

Like the Kyowe-kai, the Gila Young Feople has a constitution, & copy of
which hes alreasdy been deposited in our files. The Canal Kibei Club likewise has
e constitution but it is separste from the one in question and, moreover, I have
not seen a copy of it. Like the Kyowa-kai agein, the Kibei Club sets out as its
purpose, the promotion of the general welfare of the evacuee residents of the
Gile Center. The most significant section of the Gila Young Feople's constitution
deels with, I think, that of the mdvisory board, which is mentioned sbove as being
mede up of the three names listed. The group approached these individuals asking
them to be members of the advisory board. Hikida was approached because of his
own intimete knowledge of Japanese organizations and clubs on the outsidey Ochi to
render e spiritual sanction, but I am unable to see how or for what whet reason
Dyo wes appointed. Article X relates to departments for community service. These

are listed &s department for Public Relations, e position which up until now has
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been filled by George Yamashiro because of his connection with the CAS, the Pub-
licity Department which comes out with the mimeographed semi-monthly booklet which
is mentioned. It is significant to note that no mention is mede of the Japanese
languege or its use by the semi-monthly booklet which is alweys published in Japa-
nese, likewise in the literary activities end the writing of good literature. The
library and the drematic groups express themselves entirely through the use of the
use of the Japanese language. The organization clings tenaciously to the refine-
ments of Jepenese culture and attempts to sbendon all Western cultural ideals.
Other than these few remarks, the constitution of the Kibei Club is pretty much
self-explanatory. It is to be noted, however, that the duties of the president
gllow to the president considerable prestige and somewhet a charecter of a dicta-
torial nature. He is the chief egent and the virtual ruler of the organization.
The Kibei Club hes emerged as a pressure group inmny occasions. They
have sponsored Sumo contests in conjunction with the Sumo Club. They always at-
tempt to arrange their meetings so that they wilybe in conflict with the meetings
called by the JACL or other Nisei orgenizastions. On the day in which the finals
of the Nisei basketball teams are to take place, the Kibei Club have called a
field day of races, field events, and other athletic contests, a factor which de-
trects somewhet from community interests in basketball. This has been done so
frequently that it appears to be wholly intentional on the part of the Kibei.
In the recent week when the Army delegation ceme in order to effect a general
registration for defense work and open up the volunteering of Nisei into the Army,
the Kibei were smong the most rabid of the groups opposed to Army enlistment.
Meetings were arranged so that every member of the community would have a chance
to heer what the Army had to offer snd what the registration of those between the
ages of 17 and 38 would mean. In every such meeting, members of the Kibei Club

were present. Written questions were handed to Captain Thompson, the president

of such meetings. He attempted to answer these questions to the best of his abil-

jty. The Kibei group was ever the first to raise such issues as: "There is now
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‘no necessity for enlisting in the Army inasmuch as by acceding to evacuation, we
have fulfilled our part in the wer effort of this country". Being present at
one or two meetings, I noted the direction of Kibei questions. The Nisei were
far more willing to cooperate with the speakers. On one occasion, Captain
Thompson, the officer in charge of the recruitment and registration, passed the
Kibei during the evening snd was greeted by cat-calls and boos and stated that
he heard called after him such epithete as "bakatare onagure", likewise "kill
the son of & bitch" and so on.

During this week of registration, the community feeling was strongly in-
tensified by the sttitude taken by the Kibei, who emerged ams the most rabid of
the groups opposed to registration and volunteer ealistment. The Sedition Act
was read to the Kibei particularly, and they were urged to refrein from hinder=
ing people from enlisting. Yamashiro, himself, was called into Captain Thompson
just prior to the meeting with the Kibei Club in order to explain registration
and was told that on the slightest sign, he would be held personally responsible
if his group were to appear in opposition or to hinder the speakers in esny waye.
Consequently, the meeting of the Army officials and the Kibel was a very quiet
one. No one essked any questions; everyone listened in silence tothe words of
the project director Bennett, Captain Thompson, and the Leave officer, lr. Land-
ward, and remained silently sitting when the meeting was over. After the meet-
ing, Yamashiro arose and referred to questions 27 and 28 of the questionnaire
which require the individual to state his willingness to serve in the armed for-

ces of the United States end to renounce allegisnce to foreign powers. Yamashiro

spoke to his group in Japanese and stated that the question of enlistment and the

question of answering questions 27 and 28 in the affirmetive was entirely up to
the individual, but, he added, for himself he had done his part for the war ef-
fort. He said thet if he were to be disfranchised, there was another counmtiry

willing to receive him as a citizen. He said, further, that he did not believe
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in war or of siding the war effort ageinst ones blood brothers. He said thet al-
though his femily was pressed for money, he would not demean himself by even going
so far s to work in the caméuflage net factory. He concluded by saying to the
group, "You may answer questions 27 and 28 as you wish; I think you know how I
will enswer them." The effect of this speech served to break down the strong

Kibei pressure sgeinst volunteer enlistment. This pressure has now become a com-

munity menifestation rether than one which has been directed by any pressure group.

The pressures sgainst individuals enlisting in the Army have now been takea into
the homes and have become now a purely family matter. The Kibei, fearing the
acts of the Sedition Act, are no longer out-spoken in their attitudes. As a
pressure group, however, the Kibei achieved their purpose in preventing people
from enlisting and in bringing Issei sentiment up to a pitch where many Nisei are
being prevented by their parents from joining the Army. This is the significant
sction of the Kibei at this time. They have now retired once again into the sanc-
tity of their own social club.

Because of its unified character in Butte, the Kibei Club is far stronger
then that in Canal, as has been pointed out. The emphasis which has been placed
on Japanese culture continues to be more and more significant, They have spon-
sored Sumo, Judo, Kendo; now, they are sponsoring a Japanese field day. Many of
their members have applied for repatriation and expect to make their future in
Japan. All of this is significant in outlining the position of the Kibei Club in
Butte Community. Canal's Kibei Club fells far short of the strength of the one
in Butte. In Butte, the Kyowa-kai and its affiliated organizations and the Kibei
Club present the true leadership in the community; groups which are successful,
as demonstrated above, in molding community sentiment. The affiliated groups

should now be discussed in some detail.
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SUMO,JUDO, AND ENGEIBU

Closely related with the Kibei Club in Butte is the Sumo Club, even more
closer, in fact, than the relationship between the two in Canal. This comes
about through the workings of a man named Fukumoto, who is & Kibei and who with
"Butch" Tanaka is head of the Sumo Club. The small Sumo Club has a dual organ-
ization. It has an executive board with a president, and it has en athletic
board with a president. Tanaka is head of the athletic board, that is, he ar-
ranges meets, bouts, and all of the athletic contests sponsored by the Sumo
Club. The executive board is the group which scts in conjunction with other
organizetions. It supplies the representatives to the CAS Council, the Clubs
and Organizations Council, end takes care of the financial end of the Sumo
organization. Fukumoto is nead of this. It is noteworthy thet he is also

chairman of the Board of Governors of the Buite Gila Young People. He is con-

ceded by some to be the actuaml leader of the Kibei Ciub while George Yemashiro

is thougmt ¢ be & front for the organizetion. This, apperently, is true.
Fukumoto, himself, is an older men who has geined respect in seversl orgenize-
tions including the Kyowa-kei. He is an intimste friend of Mr. Dyo, and it is
said that hehas grest powers of oratory which meke him an acceptable lesder.

As in Cenal, the Sumo Club is closely tied in with gembling groups, end it is
sgreed by some that these gambling groups sponsor Sumo matches in order to wager
on them. Tanakas, himself, is known to be a gembler. In Block 55, several
gembling houses amre known to exist, snd Tanake's house has been said to be a
plece where gembling gemes were played. Something has alrecedy been written on
the gambling in the community, and it will be well enother time to go into the
discussion of the effect of gambling on the populetion at lerge. Certainly,

the gemblers are a pressure group, but not a political pressure group as are the
other organizations in question. The gembler groups are divided among themselves.
This division and its effect should be discussed in e later report. Sumo is the

chief sthletic organization and is the strong-srm unit for the Kyowa-kai and the
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Kibei Club, & situation which is analagous to that of Canal.

It is, however, noteworthy that the Kibei do not, ss they do in Canal,
give any support to the Judo group or the Kendo group here. These latter two
organizations thus seem to be without any political significence in the Butte
Community.

The Engeibu, unlike the counterpart organization in Canal, is more
purely a drametic society, concerning itself with the presentation of Issei
talent shows and of the rendering of Japsnese dramstic productions which are
known as ksbuki. This organization has been sought after by a number of or-

ganizetions including Kyowe-kai, Gila Young People, end the Sumo Club. Re-

cently, & large dramatic festival took place, and the activities of the Engeibu

were formally recognized by the sdministration. The pro@luction was held in the
Butte emphitheater, and it is worth noting that the ornate curtain which shielded
the stage was inscribed as being donated by the Gila Young People and the Sumo
Club together. The members of the Engeibu, however, even though some of them
may belong to these various orgenizetions which emerge as pressure groups are
primerily concerned with dramastic presentations and the restoration of pure
Japanese dramatic ert in the center. This restoration is the more significent
inesmuch es in the pre-evacuation communities, pure Japanese dremstic productions
were rerely, if ever, givems. It is the hope of the Engeibu to restore the sen-
timental love of Jepenese for the dramatic art of the mother country. Little
time, therefore, has been spent in politicel activities exerted by the group as

e whole. This is quite umlike the Cansl situation,

tHE BUDDHIST CHBURCH

The divisions between the Shim and Zen have been discussed to some ex-
tent in other reports. It is significent to note that the Zen Bishop Ochi has
sponsored the spiritusl side of the Kibei Club. The community is strongly di-

vided between the two Buddhist sects. Zen, ®lthough numerically inferior, has
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greater connotetions of Jepanese cultural survivals. George Yasmeshiro is en
ardent Zen devotee. He, it was, who brought Ochi in as spiritual head to the
Young People's group. The Young People has been successful in preventing the
rise of the Young Buddhist Association, & group which has been sponsored by
the Shin priests. Ochi has long been trying to effect a union between the Gila
Young People and the Buddhist group. Because of the opposition of the Shin
priests, he has been unseccessful in doing this. It is only recently that the
Young Buddhists Associetion has been successful in emerging as a social group.
It is not desirous of being ® pressure group as are the Kibei, or to be asso-
ciated with the Kibei.

Tt is wondered how much of a power Ochi really is. It is said by some

that he is the mein brains behind the whole subversive development in the cen=

ter. While I believe this to be considersbly far-fetched; nevertheless, it

must be admitted that because of his influence, he has been eble fto conirol

the Kibei Club. If he had wished, he could bring the Kibei Club to support any
memsure which he considers worth supporting. The Kibei Club, thus, has sanction
in the Buddhist dignitery, particularly those two of the Zen sect, which have
contributed to those powers and also to the power of the Buddhist church. Tt

is, however, difficult to ascertain Ochi's real position in the community.

OTHER CRGANIZAT IONS

It is very difficult to determine the position of some of the other snd
less significent organizations. Although it is fairly easy to delimit the
particularly powerful Kibei Club snd the Issei Vigilente Committees, end the
Sumo Club, such orgenizetions as Goh, Shogi, the Men's Clubd, the manifestations
or religions other then Buddhism, end the like, to exert certain pressures
which are not so clearly defined; It must be noted that in the Issei orgeniza-
tions, there is a considerable over-lapping as to membership. A man may belong

to the Goh Club, take an active interest in the Sumo bouts, and beleng to the
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Kyowe-kei. In thie cese, he can generally influence the thinking of his fellow
members in the Goh Club. The result is that most Issei organizations have
fallen in line with what might be termed an Issei front, a unified expression
of Issei sentiments which are designed to bring about better conditions, a

voice in the government, and generel improvements for the Issei. This is the

effect, mainly, of the smaller pressure groups which rest in individual organ-

izations. It is significant to note that even though such organizations as
those described sbove in detail are powerful, they ere not in themselves too
significent so far as the community st lerge is concerned.

The Kibei Clubhms, perhaps, the largest membership, 500-o0dd in Canal
end perhaps 1500 or less in Butte. Not all of its members take an mctive in-
terest in the organizetion, so that the far ce of the organization is limited
to a few individuels. Perhaps, the most significent thing about all of these
organizations is not the fmet thet they exist as pressure groups, but that =all
together they present a united front in favor of Japanese culture as against
the Nisei who favor American refinements of culture.

It would be incorrect to say, for example, that ell of the Issei belong
to the Kyowa-kai, or that there ies an intimate close-working relationship be-
tween the Kibei Club and the Kenkyu-kei or the Kyowa-kai. Throughout this re-
port, I have hinted at the matter of gambling groups, mentioning card-sharps,
professional gamblers, end rether lower class of people who might be associated
with such ectivities. This indicates a connection of Sumo, Kibei, and Issei
groups, which is not all together desirable, snd it is not to be thought that
because such & situation exists, thet =ll of the members of these groups spon=
sor whole-heartedly the actions of some of the membership. It is not to be
thought, either, that there is complete agreement. The significent point to
be reised is thet all of these organizetions have a common purpose and that
they are desirous of furthering their own interests. These interests may best

be furthered by a united front, which places seconderily, moral issues such as
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the gambling, liquor rings, and prostitution, which is sponsored by some. This
is unlike the Nisei situation. The Nisei do not seem to have a common purpose.
Issei organizations have bended together for self-protection, and although un-
der the surface they may disagree, on the surface they present a united froant.
The Nisei organizations, being divided emong themselves, are coatinually at one
another's throats, with the result that there's is an unorganized leadership.
Taking advantage of this situation, the Issei organizations have stepped in and
assumed control. The Block Councils have superseded the Nisei Community Coun=-
cil, and Issei organizations have bitterly opposed the divided Nisei, with the
result that the former have been mble to exert considerable degres of influence
as compared with the disunited Nisei. A word should be mentioned here regard-
ing the Kibei.

As has been pointed out mbove, in spite of the fact that they are Nisei,
their attitudes comformwith those of the Issei parents and with the Issei
group at lerge. They resent the degree of assimilation which has been attained
by the Nisei, end for this reason, align themselves with the older people. The
Kibei are & peculiar group. It is known, of course, that they are most un-
popular. There are many families who have only one child who is a Kibei, the

others are Nisei. In such cases, it is usually difficult for the Kibei member

of the family to get slong with his parents and his brothers and gisters alik?;ﬁﬂ;,

It has been mentioned, rather significently I think, that the Kibei are a
spoiled class. They are generally eldest sons who have gone to Japan away
from their parents. They have been given money %o spend and have been more or
less free to do as they pleased. In most cases, they stayed with relatives

in Japan, who were only too anxious to see them partake of the Japanese cul-
tures. It is said that most of them were sble to have things their own way,

and this is the effect which is observed in the center here.
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NISEI GROUPS

It is mentioned sbove that the Nisei mre divided among themselves and that
they seem to have no common purpose. In a community like Gila where is a
large percentage of rural people; there are many Nisei who have been reared in
rural backgrounds and who have trained in the Japanese language along Japanese
precepts, and who are almost Kibei-ish in their outlook. The percentage of those
Nisei in Gile who have taken advantage of the Americen higher education is small,
so small, in fact, that I think I can safely say that I am personally acquainted
with all of the college graduates in the center. This is the first significant
division which oceurs between the Nisei groups. There are those who are complete-
ly under domination of their parents, and there are others who have been sble to
some extent to emancipate themselves, but the latter are in the minority. There

are, further, the significent divisions which oeccur between the JACL and the

anti-JACL factions. Actually, there are no Nisgei groups as such, with the ex-

ception of the JACL, who are ‘capable of exerting any kind of influence in the
community. Of course, there are various young people clubs and groups. They
have sprung up all over the center and are far more numerous than the Issei groups,
but they ere, in the main, social clubs. They cater to people who are not parti-
cularly thoughtful sbout the problems at hand, people who are dominated by their
perents and who step, more or less, in line with the dictates laid down by the
pearental generation. All such groups and orgenizations are orgenized on what is,
more or less, & social besis. They sponsor social evenings, dances, club mestings
of a social nature, and the like. They do not attempt to exert a politicgl in-
fluence. Tt sppears, too, that most of the Nisei are concerned solely with the
social adventages offered by these various organizations and by the social lifs
of the center generally.

Being a younger group, they incline to be more optimistic about the future
and mre less concerned with the problems facing their generation. It is because

of this attitude that many Issei have expressed the need for maintaining an Issei
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organization end a strong Issei front. They maintain that their children are
not, as yet, old enough to take the reins of leadership, that they do not know
what is good for them, and that they are unable to make their own plans for the
future. To & large extent, this ié true. The result is that many Issei are
completely subjugating their children to their way of thinking. When a matter
comes up concerning Nisei, such as volunteer enlistment, the group finds itself
utterly incapable of carrying on the work and is sntirely subject to the demands
of the parental generation.

There have been various attempts to bring together the more educated Nisei
and €0 make of them leaders in the community, but these attempts have been gbore
tive and unsuccessful. There are certain older Nisei who emerge as leaders.
Harry Miyake, who is discussed above, is one but such Nisei leaders generally go

over to the side of the Issei inasmuch as support is rarely fortheoming for them

mmong their own group. It is unfortunate that as long ms the main interest of the

Nigei is a social life, litvie can be done against the dominstion oi tue Issel.
There are those groups who have tried, end it is these groups which should be
mentioned as significant es pressure groups in the Gila Community. In Butte
Cemp, there is the JACL Chapter, while in Canal, there is the University Club,
the JACL having made no progress in Canal.

The University Club should, perhaps, be discussed first es less signifi-
cent. Tt was originally opened to all of those who were jnterested in higher
educetion regardless of whether they themselves hed attended universities and
colleges. The result has been, however, that most of those who are college
graduates took an interest in the group and have sponsored its meetings. The
University Club is & very active little group and has ettempted to swing commun-
ity sentiment in favor of Ameriganism, pushing the progrem for cemouflage net
workers, enlistment in the intelligence school, snd, more recently, general

Army enlistment. The group has, herhaps, 35 to 40 active members end is, thus,
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really too small to be effective as anything but a moderating egency. The members
have tried herd but have not been very successfuls It is werthwhile to note that
while there are other Nisei orgenizations in Canal, they are not nearly so signi-
ficant. The Christian Church groups, the various clubs and orgenizations ere
concerned with their own immediste problems and do not take a stend on community
affairs as doee the University Club. The director of Adult Education in the
center, Mr. Leibermen, has been largely instrumental in founding thisrorganization.
Probebly most of the male members of the University Club will enlist in the Army
with the result that the power of the orgenization, limited as it is, will be

more completely curtailed. The University Club in Canal is significant because

it is the only organization by the Nisei in thet camp which has sttempted to

exert itself eand to take a stand on cammunit& affeirs. In the weekly meetings

of the club, discussions take place relative teo the improvement of conditions in

the center and of the necessity for bringing across to the evacuee population as

a whole, the import of the various problems which arises from time to time.

A more significant orgenization is the JACL, which does emerge as a truly
significent orgenization as a pressure group in Butte Camp, and which should now
be considered. Most of the informetion regarding the intimete details of the

JACL can be obtained from a perusal of Kikuchi's diery.

THiE JACL

Kikuchi has ﬁeen in a position to follow the daily happenings of the JACL.
A picture, incontestably correct, of its history and development in the center
can be gleaned from a perusal of his diary. FPressures for the formation of the
JACL Chapter began in Butte early in November. Two people, principally, were
instrumental in bringing about the formation of the organization. They were
Nobu Kawai, former head of the Pesadena Chepter of the JACL, and Ken Tashiro,

who at the time of the formation of the organizetion was ecting as editor of
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the Gila News-Courier. In November, a national convention of the JACL took

place in Salt Lake City. Having been given some support by the menifestation

of the formation of a chepter in Butte, Kawai and Tashiro attended this conven-
tion and returned with a charter permitting the recognition of the first of the
JACL cﬁaptere to be established in a relocation center,.that of the Gila Butte
Community. Upon their return from Salt Leke City, Tashiro and Kewei sponsored
a number of mess meetings for the purpose of earousing interest in the orgeniza-
tion. The chief point raised in these'meatings was the fact that the JACL is
the only recognized orgenization of and by Japanese which can further a reloca-
tion program and work to the benefit of the evacuees in the relocation centers.
The general program outlined was one of the enlisting new members and a con-
certed membership drive was plamed, which has been taking place in Butte. Un-
fortunately, numerous criticel situations arose, such as the request for young
men to enlist in the Army Intelligence School, such as the more recent develop-
ment of the drive for Army enlistment, which have somewhat prevented an active
JACL participetion and have somewhat checked the drive for new members. A con-
certed drive took place in the latter part of January, snd there was some res-
ponse. The result is that the JACL is feirly active in Butte.

Attempts to form m chepter of the JACL in Canal Cemp have been fairly
numerous. The University Club, which I mentioned above, invited Kawai and
Tashiro to address them on December 19, 1942, At this meeting, Kewai urged
the formetion of the JACL Chapter in Camp One and attempted to clarify the stamnd
teken by the organization in their Salt Lack convention in regard to their
policy, nemely, that of cooperation with the authorities snd the pushing of &
relocation progrem. This, he said, was the hope and aim of the JACL for the
year of 1943, He stated in this meeting es he had stated in other meetings that
it was the aim of the JACL to raise the Japanese minority group to equelity with
other fmericans., In this respect, it was necessary for the JACL to take a posi-

tive stand on Army enlistment and on drafting of the Nisei. He brought out the
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point that the JACL had entered into communication with high Army officials and
WRA officials in order to push Army openings for Nisei. In these discussions,
Kewai debunked some of the accusations that heve been made against the JACL,
particulerly the one regarding the accusation thet it was the JACL which was in-

strumental in bringing about evacuation. These meetings took place before vari-

ous groups. The Kibei Club, in fact, in Butte asked Tashiro and Kawai to appear

before them and to address them on the subject of the JACL. Although the meet-
ing was conducted in a fairly orderly menner, nevertheless, there has been no
over-lapping of membership between the Kibei Club and the JACL.

The JACL is, perhaps, the only united Nisei organization which can take an
active stand in expressing Nisei opinion. It is true, however, that the JACL
is not a representative Nisei organization. There ere strong pressures directed
egainst the organization, not only from smong the Issei and Kibei clubs, but
from the Nisei themselves. The fact thet Butte was the first relocation center
to be granted & JACL Chepter is not indicative of the strength of the organiza-
tion in the Gila Community. In fact, it is only beceuse there is a strong lead-
ership that the JACL has been able to meke any headway at all, and it is this
leadership which brings about the formetion of the orgenization in the community.
Yet, on the other hand, because of the unpopularity of the leaders, it defeats
the purpose of enlarging the organization within the community. As a metter of
fect, the JACL is prevented from becoming powerful also by the fact that admin-
istrative sanction has been given to the orgamization. The question may justly
be reised why should their be such terrific antagonism toward an orgsnization of
this kind which is honestly, in the writer's opinion, working toward the benefit
of the relocation center as a whole. The answer seems to stem back to the pre-
evacuation days. JACL chapters in Califoruias and on the Pacific coast generally
were rather numerous. Although there was a national chapter, it did not function
with any significance in the pre-evacuation normal times. The result was that

each JACL chapter functioned in its own way and usually as a kind of g Nisedi
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social club. There were certain leaders in these various chapters who manifested
time and again the position of the Nisei ms opposed to the Issei and Kibei. The
result was that many families objected to the stand which was taken by the or-
ganization along these lines because they felt that the organization was encour-
aging disobedience and disrespect for parents and was breaking the seantimental
tie with Japan and Jepanese culture. There were many Nisel who were thus brought
under their parent's influence with the result that they, too, became hostile to
the organizetion. In many towns, the chapter was controlled by = few with the
result thet some Nisei were accepted and other, excluded. 1In short, the organ-
ization, being ununified, lacked true significance. There were, of course,
certain chapters who sponsored educational programs and who attempied to mid

the members in getting adjusted to life in America, but I gather that these were
in the minority. Then, too, there were said to be certain dishonest spirits in
the organization, such as the ones who founded the Anti-Axis League, an organi-
gation which is discussed elsewhere, following the out-break of hostilities with
Japan.

The JACL was accused of pushing the evacuation program in an honest desire
to cooperate and in the process of reuniting the various chapters following the
out-break of the war. The organization did, perhaps, bend over beckwards in
its desire to cooperate with the military authorities. On finding that evacu-
ation was inevitable, many of the JACL leaders volunteered to go with advance
groups to mssembly centers, particularly to Manzanar. The Japanese population
as a whole got the impression that the JACL, always regarded as an upstart or-
ganization, had fostered the evacuation progream. This is the chief accusation

which has been leveled against the organization and one which in the relocation

centers at leamst, the members of the organization have never been able to live

down. As soon as the first evacuees were moved into the Butte Camp, the JACL
movement began. It is seid, perhaps with some degree of rectitude, that such

organizations as the Kyowa-kai, Kibei Club, end the unified Issei organizations
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generally received their impetus from the beginning growth of the JACL. These

groups wished to contest the JACL and on seeing that organization beginning to
grow, took steps to prevent its growth. This is the concensus of maay neutral
Issei and of some Nisei as well, who are non-partisan.

The accusation has again been leveled at the JACL that it is a selfish
organization, working entirely for its own interests and that it does not repre-
sent a true concensus of the Japanese in the United States. It has besen pointed
out by some Issei who have given the matter some thought that the selfishness
of the JAGL has not only damaged the orgenization itself, but has turned the
hend of every non-member egainst it. Attention has been called to the Pacific
Citizen, end it is pointed out that every page discusses only Nisei, Nisei ac=-
tivities, and the Nisei future. No attention is paid to the Issei, to the
younger yobi-yose, or to the Kibei. It is said that the $ACL sets itself up as
an all-Nisel orgenizetion, purely for Nisei, that it expresses Nisei opinion
only, and that thus it seeks to defeat the other groups of Jepanese who are not
and cannot be JACL members. In spite of the fact that the JACL is now attempt-
ing to take into consideration the Japanese at large, the Gila population can-
not forget the pre-evacuation hatred of the organization. Nobu Kawaj, unpopular
as a Chepter president, continues in disfavor in the relocation center. The
same is true of Tashiro, Miyake, 0ji, Miss Obata, and others. It is said by
some of the more rational people that if a new leadership could be presented
by the organization, that, perhaps, community sentiments would be more in favor
of ite In view of the strong community pressures, however, against the JACL,
this is doubtful., Perhaps there is some ‘truth in the accusation that the JACL
is a selfish organization; in fact, there are those members of the group who
are bitierly opposed to anything "Jﬁpanese“ end who thus buck the Issei and
Kibei on every turn. With such active disepproval of Issei and Kibei actions,
there is little reason to indicate that the JACL enjoys popularity. In gen=-

eral, however, the present policies of the organization do extend themselves
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for the benefit of the community as a whole, but the community as a whole do

not and will not recognize these beneficial policies. Too many are only too
jnclined to sit back and eriticize, recalling the position of the JACL in the
past and refusing to recognize that its policies have been chenged. The
united Issei are only too anxious to push their case against the JACL, with
the result that the JACL leaders are constantly being threatened and are con=-
stantly subject to violence and threats of it, although no actual violence
has as yet been perpetrated.

The position of the JACL in relation to registration of everyone between
the ages of 17 end 38 and of Army volunteer enlistment is one which promises
to do much that is detrimental to the organization af large. There is the
promise of the draft. The JACL has constently been accused of bringing in
Army volunteer enlistment, the registration, and the proposed draft measure.
It is said, therefore, that the JACL is working against the interests of the
Japanese in America and that it is trying to drag people away from the influences
of their parents to put them in danger in the Army and, thus, to further its
own selfish end. Absurd as these statements are, they, nevertheless have wide
credence in the community. The relation of the JACL to Army enlistment is one
which will be brought up in a peper on the processes of registration. It is
sufficient to note here that the JACL is held responsible for the condition in
which the center finds itself.

When recently & number of Kibei and of the Kyowa-kai and Kenkyu-kai
lesders were apprehended by the FBI and made subject to arrest and internment,
bleme for the denuncietion of these individuels was atteched to the JACLe.

The details of this will follow shortlye.

An organization which is closely related to the JACL and which is of
eid in formulating the policies’and actions of the organizetion is made up
of m small group of Issei who have united together under the title of the

Ex-Servicemen's League. These are veterans of the lest war, snd by virtue of
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the fect that they are veterans, have been able to aittein citizenship and, con-
gsequently, membership in the JACL. Since the JACL is designed primarily for
young people, the ex-servicemen as a group do not take an active part in the
Citizen's League. Rather, they con{ér with the JACL Board of Governors on mat=
ters of community policy. The Ex-Servicemen's Club has twenty-seven members
divided between both camps. Most of these members are intensely patriotic; they
belong to the Americen Legion, they have sponsored the Boy Scouts, observances
of national holideys such as Armistice Day, flag-reising ceremonies, snd the
like. Many of them, morecver, have chosen to work in the camouflage net factory
while others volunteered and were accepted as teachers in the Army Intelligence
Japanese Language School. The other Issel fegard them &8 somewhal queer and,

in the mein, they are a group to themselves. They out-spokenly support the war
effort of the United States end although they are very unpopular, they are not
considered perticularly significant by the other Nisei because they are not
taken very seriously.

Because of their own lack of power, they have had to resort to a union
with the JACL. When, during the Army registretion, Issei end Kibei, pro-Japa-
nese elements, urged the answering of the questions reletive to repudistion of
ellegiance to foreign powers and willingness to serve in the armed forces in
the negative, the JACL and the ex=-servicement got together to exert pressures
in the opposite direction, urging people to answer in the affirmative. A group
of individusle, JACL members end ex-servicemen, eare making, at the present
writing, a house to house canvass in order to-urge the people affected by the
registration to esnswer both of the questions listed above in the affirmative.
The Army and the administration desire that no pressures by brought to bear at

all, either for or against the acceptable answere to these questionse The ex-

servicemen have been asked to desist from this activity, while those so-called

disloyal elements who urged negative answers to these questions were largely

apprehended by the FBI in a recent round-up, the effect of which will be dis-
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cussed later. Like the JACL, the Ex-Servicemen's Lesgue has been militantly
active mgainst the dissatisfied Issei groups and are out-spoken in favor of
the Nisei. 0ddly enough, certain members of the administrative staff, particu-
larly, Mr. Hoffmen , Chief of Community Services, and Director and Assistant
Director of the Project, Bennett and Korn, respectively, have opposed to the
JACL on the grounds that the orgenization does manifest certain selfish tenden-
cies. Attention is called to the fact that the Kibei and Issei are willing to
give up their freedoma nd their lot in the United States in favor of & princi-
ple. Even though these Issei and Kibei organizations are unable to agree on all
points, they are, nevertheless, able to effect a mutual cooperation which mekes
for the strong united Issei group. The Nisei organizations, being too self-
centered, being toc concerned with bringing people over to their own point of
view, have not been successful at all in maintaining a united fronty in fact,

they succeed only in fostéring ill=-feeling emong the residents of the community.

CONCLUSIONS

This, in the main, brings to & close the discussion of materials available
on pressure groups at the moment, It has been the desire of the writer to show
them in their relation to each other. Some attention has been given to the ac-
tion taken by these groups in the community but, in the main, the morphology of
the organizetions has been discussed. It is difficult to say just where these
organizations exert their pressures. Of course in such matters as the influence
of enlistment and registration, which ie now creating such a furor in camp, the
division of Issei and Nisei comes out very clearly. Tt was the Kibei group who
brought pressures publiely, but when they were silenced, the anti-administration

move begen to center itself in the individual homes and it was here that pprents

took control over their children to the extent that they tried to and continue

to try to urge an adherence on the part of their children to a more purely Jape-

.

nese regimen.
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It is often difficult to elicit the exact position of & group. MWembership
is over-lapping; there is a day to day chenge in the emphasis and the effect of
the organization. 1In regard to the Canal Kibei Club, for example, it is men=-
tioned thet there is a division in the group itself. With the removal of the
conservative president, Akimoto, by the FBI, th; conservative element in the or-
ganization is going over to the more militent Issei-favoring side, and it begins
to appear that the nivei Club in Canal can, without leadership, cooperate with
the Issei end emerge as a strong a power as the one in Butte. Naturally, all of
the information given above is to be understood to be incomplete; as the scene
changes and as new events take place on the project, the emphasis shifts with
the result that one organization may supersede another. 1In general, however,
the Issei organizations have maintained their solidarity of front while the Nisei,
having no solidarity and not, apparently, having community interests at heart,
have been subordinated. This situation has been pretty general throughout.

With the admission of the Issei to the Community Council, a measure which
may well occur, it seems likely that the Nisei will be the more over-shadowed.
On the other hand, Issei admission to a voice in communiiy politics may cause
the bresk-dowm of the strong Issei front inasmuch as the Issei generation would
then be legally permitted to express itself. This might be left open for ques-
tioning until = definite decision on it is forthcoming. Given the political

pressure groups of the camp, it will be noted that all of the Issei end Kibei

organizations together fpom the Block Councils down to the Sumo Club are far

more powerful and exert a far greater influence than do the JACL and the Com-
munity Council., These latter two organizations are not unified but are divided
against themselves even though it is overlapping in membership. In spite of

the fact that Miyake is Central Block Manager and a member of the JACL Board of
Governors, his influence as 2 JACL member is limited. Realizing this, he leaves
the JACL out of his handling of Bleck Managers. As has been mentioned above,

his is an exceptional position and one which swings over to the Issei side.
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0f course, there are many other pressure groups in the center and mention

of them has been forthcoming from time to time, but such an organization as the

Goh Club, the various Women's Clubs, and the like, are all subordinate to the

united Issei. It must be remembered that with the possible exception of the
Kibei Club not one of these organizations is, in itself, a power. It is with

unification of method and purpose that strength emerges.




