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POLI TI CAL ORGANI ZATI ON  ̂ J  3 ,  U/ -U-

The quest i on of  pol i t i cal  Organi zat i on i s one whi ch mi ght 

pr oper l y be t r eat ed under t he headi ng of  soci al  gfTurps i nasmuchas 

i t  concer ns t he i nt er - gr oup conf l i ct s wi t hi n the communi t y and i s 

cl osel y t i ed up wi t h di f f er ent i at i ons ar i si ng out of  gener at i on,  

Assembl y Cent er backgr ound,  and pr e- evacuat i on occupat i on.  Our 

col aborat or ,  Ki kuehi ,  wi l l  be i n a much bet t er posi t i on to prepare 

a r epor t on f or mal  pol i t i cal  organi zat i on than I .  Hi s posi t i on has 

t aken hi m t o t he poi nt wher e he i s abl e t o observe cl osel y devel op-

ment s and conf l i ct s of  a pol i t i cal  nat ure» For thi s reason I  wi l l  

#ouch onl y br i ef l y on t he f ormal  pol i t i cal  organi zat i on i n the 

communi t y and i t s |̂  i nt er - r el at i onshi p wi t h the admi ni st r at i on.  

The sect i on on soci al  groups has al r eady ment i oned i n par t 

t he conf l i ct s whi ch have ar i sen out of  t he spl i t  i n generat i ons and 

I  hope t o el aborat e on t hi s di vi si on and i t s appl i cat i on t o the 

pol i t i cal  organi zat i on i n t he Cent er .  The l oyal t y shown t o what I  

t er m the Assembl y C
e
nt er J i nkai ,  however cor r ect l y the t ern may be 

used i n that sense,  has i n addi t i on to the conf l i ct bet ween generat i ons 

pr ovi ded an addi t i onal  f act or i n the f ormul at i on of  a f or mal  pol i t i cal  
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or gani zat i on.  

Perhaps i t  i s wel l  t o consi der f i r st i n di scussi ng t hi s 

subj ect t he gr oups #i i ch wer e f or med by t he admi ni st r at i on accordi ng 

to speci f i cat i on by t he W. R. A. .  I n t he f i r st st ages,  dur hg the 

per i od that the camp was bei ng opened,  t he onl y pol i t i cal  associ at i ons 

whi ch were f or med were t hose cent er i ng ar ound t he Bl ock Manager ,  as 

t he bl ocks wer e f i l l ed by i ncomi ng evacuees.  I ndi vi dual s were desi g-

nat ed by the housi ng chi ef s who mi ght cooperat e wi t h t he admi ni st rat i on 

t o t he ext ent of  act i ng as spoksmen and gener al  agent f or t he peopl e 

i n t he bl ock whi ch t hey cont r ol l ed.  I t  was understock t hat such 

posi t i ons were t o be of  a t empor ar y nat ur e and woul d be r eor gani zed 

f ol l owi ng act ual  set t l ement of  camp condi t i ons.  Act ual l y i t  wor ked 

out t hat t hose who,  i n Assembl y Cent er s,  had been bl ock manager s 

car r i ed on the dut i es of  t hi s ki nd i n t he Rel ocat i on Cent er s.  Unt i l  

condi t i ons began t o be set t l ed,  t hese i ndi vi dual s hel d the onl y 

pol i t i cal  of f i ces.  I n some cases t hese or i gi nal  bl ock manager s 

have been r el i eved of  t hei r dut i es and repl aces by i ndi vi dual s who 

wi l l  hol d t hese posi t i ons per manent l y;  but i n most cases t hese 

t empor ar y appoi nt ment s have pr oved per manent .  The whol e of  the 
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bl ock manager s t oget her meet i n what i s cal l ed a Bl ock Counci l ,  

t he purpose of  whi ch i s t o det ermi ne pol i cy and uni f ormi t y i n 

such mat t er s as housi ng,  bl ock wel f are and bl ock ent er t ai nment * 

Thi s bl ock counci l  i s pr esi ded over by an el ect ed i ndi vi dual  who 

i s cal l ed t he cent r al  bl ock manager .  I t  i s i nt erest i ng to not e 

t hat bl ock manager s i n Camp I  are mai nl y I ssei  but i n Camp I I  t he 

Ni sei  seem t o pr edomi nat e.  I n accor dance wi t h t hi s t he Cent ral  

Bl ock Manager i n Camp I  i s an I ssei ,  Mr .  Yahonda and the gener al  

t one of  Bl ock Manager s Meet i ngs seems t o bal ance on the si de of  

t he I ssei .  I  do not mean to convey t hat Nesei  domi nat e the Bl ock 

Counci l  i n Camp I I ,  but t hey wer e successf yl  i n put t i ng i n a Ni sei  

as Cent ral  Bl ock Manager ,  Fr ank Sakamot o,  a J ACL who appar ent l y 

has been successf ul  i  n of f i ce,  bei ng abl e t o subdue somewhat the 

conf l i ct bet ween I ssei  and Nesei .  The gener al  pat t ern of  t hi s 

gr oup then i s as f ol l ows:  j tfhere are bl ock manager s,  one i n each 

bl ock,  who are appoi nt ed by t he admi ni st r at i on.  Thi s i s an act ual  

j ob canni ng wi t h i t  a sal ar y of  $16 a mont h.  These bl ock manager s 

t hen meet i n a bl ock counci l  whi ch i s presi ded over by one of  t hei r 

number .  The bl ock posi t i ons are t hus f or med by t he admi ni st r at i on 
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and bl ock manager s are not el ect ed al t hough i t  i s t r ut hat t he 

peopl e i n any gi ven bl ock may,  by exer t i ng a cer t ai n amount of  

pr essur e,  f or ce an unpopul ar bl ock manager to r esi gn.  Thi s has 

happened several  t i mes i n t he f i r st f ormat i ve mont hs.  Thus the 

bl ock counci l  i s a body whi ch exer t s a cer t ai n amount of  cont rol  

i n mat t er s of  pol i cy,  expeci al l y t hose cal l i ng f or deal i ngs wi t h the 

admi ni st r at i on.  

Of f set t i ng t he bl ock counci l  t here i s a communi t y counci l .  

Thi s communi t y counsel  i s supposed,  t heor et i cal l y,  t o have a 

r epr esent at i ve,  whi ch,  however ,  i s el ect ed by t he bl ock.  Accordi ng 

to WRA or gani zat i on,  i t  i s t hi s gr oup whi ch wi l l  have mor e aut hor i t y 

al t hough I  must f r ankl y conf ess t hat 1 am not f ul l y aware of  the 

ext ent of  t hè aut hor i t y of  t he communi t y counci l .  I n t heor y the 

communi t y counci l  wi l l  pass on ever y mat t er whi ch concerns t he 

act i vi t i es i n t he Cent er .  Thus ever y mat t er whi ch i s per t anent t o 

t he i nt erest s and wel f ar e of  the evacuees.  Pr yar st at ed t hat i t  

i s hi s desi r e to al l ow the J apanese t o be ent i r el y sel f - governi ng 

and t hat wi t hi n r eason the communi t y counci l  wi l l  set up every 

rul e by whi ch the J apanese i n t he communi t y may conduct t hei r 

act i vi t i es.  I t  i s a bi t  di f f i cul t  t o say t her ef or e j ust how 
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f ar t he powers of  t hi s communi t y counci l  wi l l  car r y.  Al t hough 

i t  i s t rue t hat t hey may set up cer t ai n rul ès of  behavi or ,  cer t ai n 

regi man whi ch possi bl y t hey can enf or ce i n t he r est r i ct ed area 

of  the camp,  t he f act t hat a pol i ce syst em i s f unct i oni ng separat el y 

f r om the communi t y counci l  and t he f act t hat mi l i t ar y regul at i ons 

and admi ni st r at i ve r egul at i ons det er mi ne pol i cy cover i ng t he 

movement of  evacuees are al l  f act or s whi ch hamper the act i vi t i es of  

any communi t y counci l .  Possi bl y t he most si gni f i cant power t hat 

t he counci l  wi l l  have i s t hat of  cont r ol l i ng the money whi ch i s 

i n the hands of  t he communi t y cooper at i ve depar t ment .  They may 

det ermi ne i t s di sposi t i on,  i t s di vi si on and t hey may make ar range-

ment s cover i ng the moi eey whi ch i s ear ned by t hose i n t he communi t y 

wi t h out si de empl oyment ,  such as the cot t on pi cki ng,  domest i cs and 

t he l i ke.  Because of  the i l l  def i ned powers of  the communi t y 

counci l  not a great deal  of  i nt er est has been taken i t i t .  

The backgr ound and at t i t ude of  t he Cent er has swung to the si de of  

the I ssei ,  however ,  onl y Ni sei  may hol d of f i ce and be el ect ed.  

Because i n t he case of  thé cl ock manager s t hey have seat s and a 

voi ce i n thi s body,  but Mi  i n t he communi t y counci l  onl y Amer i can 



Robert F.  Spencer P
ofP

_ a 
Pol i ti cal  Organi zati on

 g8 

/  

ci t i zens may hol d of f i ce.  

A f ew probl ems have ar i sen because mi sunder st andi ng of  the 

rul es of  the WRA r egar di ng of f i ce hol di ng.  Ni sei  have i n some cases 

been af r ai d to hol d of f i ce because of  pressures br ought on t hem by 

I ssei ,  a f act whi ch wi l l  come out more cl ear l y i n a moment .  The 

act ual  vot i ng by member s of  the communi t y i s handl ed t hr ough the 

Di vi si on of  Communi t y Wel f ar e.  I t  was suggest ed that each bl ock 

hol d a meet i ng and nomi nat e and el ect one r epresent at i ve f or the 

Communi t y Counci l .  Mr s.  Smi t h was i n f avor of  t he secret bal l ot 

i n such el ect i ons si nce t hi s car r i es out and demonst rat es the demo-

crat i c st andar d.  Many of  the bl ocks,  however ,  di d not get t he 

r epr esent at i ve i n t he meet i ngs.  They l acked quorums or t hey argued 

t hemsel ves to a st andst i l l  and got nowher e wi t h t hei r vot i ng.  

Cer t ai n of  t he bl ocks whi ch were domi nat ed by I ssei  were ver y much 

opposed t o t he secret bal l ot and want ed t o vot e i n t he J apanese 

way of  ei t her a st andi ng bal l ot or al l owi ng each vot er t o dr op,  

bef or e ever yone,  a col or ed pi ece of  paper i nto a bowl ,  i ndi cat i ng 

t he candi dat e of  hi s choi ce.  Thi s l at er way woul d have permi t t ed 

ever yone i n t he r oom to see how an i ndi vi dual  was vot i ng as,  i ndeed,  
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so woul d a st andi ng bai l or .  Mr s,  Smi t h,  by di nt of  sheer agr ument ,  

f i nal l y got many of  t he bl ocks t o agree to vot e f or r epr esent at i ves 

of  the Communi t y Counci l  by the secret bal l ot .  As happened i n 

sever al  bl ocks,  I ssei  men came to Mr s.  Smi t h and l at er to me and 

si mpl y st at ed t hat t hey had appoi nt ed so and so,  a Ni sei ,  t o be 

the bl ock r epr esent at i ve.  When asked i f  a vote had been t aken 

t hey woul d si mpl y say t hat everyone i n t he cl ock had agreed t hat 

thi s i ndi vi dual  shoul d be el ect ed and t hat t here had been no act ual  

vot i ng.  I t  t hus became necessar y to set up a syst em of  secret 

bal l ot t i ng,  do mi meogr aphed candi dat e l i st s f or each bl ock,  to 

prepare and mi meogr aph bal l ot s and t o supervi se a meet i ng i n whi ch 

t he vot i ng coul d t ake pl ace.  Many of  t he bl ocks were qui t e sul l en 

about t hi s and i t  usual l y happened t hat t he i ndi vi dual  who had been 

pr evi ousl y appoi nt ed was el ect ed.  The 24 bl ocks i n Camp I  f i nal l y 

got t oget her a Communi t y Counci l .  At t he i  l r st meet i ng a represent at i ve 

f r om Sock 20 was mi ssi ng and i t  was di scover ed t hat Bfcock 20 had 

not as yet vot ed.  Fi nal l y Bl ock »0 was per suaded to cont r i but e a 

r epr esent at i ve t o t he Communi t y Counci l  and af t er l ong l ast the Ĉ ci ôc X̂ 

here has got t en under way and i s,  at t he moment ,  concerned wi t h 
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dr awi ng up a const i t ut i on f or i t sel f .  I n Camp I  i t  appear s t hat 

' the I ssei  are put out because t hey cannot hol d of f i ce and t hat 

t he Ni sei  are apat het i c.  Ther e has not been a great deal  of  i nt erest 

i n t he f or mul at i on of  a Communi t y Counci l ,  I n Camp I .  I n Camp I I  

t here have been even great er di f f i cul t i es i n t he f ormul at i on of  tfe 

Communi t y Counci l * Here agai n t he I ssei  are i n t he maj or i t y and 

i t  begi ns to appear t hat t he I ssei  are di vi ded among t hemsel ves.  

Ther e i s consi der abl e j eal ousy bet ween t wo sect i ons of  I ssei  and 

the Ni sei ,  except f or a f ew ol der l eader s who mor e or l ess i ncl i ne 

i n f avor of  I ssei  cont r ol ,  are r at her l ef t out .  As I n Cap I  t hey 

t oo are apat het i c t owar d t he f or mul at i on of  a Communi t y Counci l .  

Thi s dual  sect i on ar r angement whi ch exi st a among the I ssei  t here 

i s ext r emel y i nt er est i ng.  I  r egret t o say that I  can onl y present 

one si de of  t he pi ct ur e.  I n a r ecent conf erence wi t h Mr .  Geo.  
Mi ur a 

Mi ur a,  an I ssei ,  head of  the Wel f ar e Depar t ment ,  I  was t ol d t hat 

t he gover nment of  Camp I I  coul d not be f ai r l y set up unt i l  t he 

el ement of  Gangst er s was r emoved.  Ther e I s appar ent l y a gr oup of  

di ssat i sf i ed I ssei  agi t at or s i n Camp I I  who are endeavor i ng to 

t ake t he rai ns of  sel f - gover nment i nt o t hei r own hands.  Mr .  Mi rua' s 
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st at ement s are appar ent l y t r ue because even t hough Camp I I  has 

not been f ul l y compl et ed and was not ,  at t he t i me of  my depar t ur e,  

f ul l y occupi ed,  i t  had been r equest ed t o begi n the el ect i on of  

bl ock r epr esent at i ves f or t he Communi t y Counci l .  Cer t ai n groups 

of  I ssei  have beaded t oget her under t he l eader shi p of  di ssat i sf i ed 

i ndi vi dual s of  t hei r own cl ass and have i nt i mi dat ed some of  the 

mor e capabl e of  t he Ni sei  wi t h t he r esul t t hat t hese are now af r ai d 

t o run f or of f i ce.  I  checked Mr .  Mi ur a' s st at ement s wi t h 5 or-  6 

ot her i ndi vi dual s.  They al l  agr eed t hat a number of  I ssei  were 

meet i ng t oget her ,  spreadi ng rumors di spar agi ng t he admi ni st rat i on 

and at t empt i ng t o obt ai n a cer t ai n amount of  cont r ol  i n the sel f -

gover nment of  t he communi t y.  They do not want t o have Ni sei  i n 

of f i ce and t hey have at t empt ed t o br i ng cer t ai n pressures t o bear 

on the admi ni st r at i on whi ch wi l l  gr ant t hem t he pr i vi l ege of  el ect -

i ng I ssei  t o of f i ce.  i
n
 order t o br i ng t hi s about t hey have mi s-

i nt er pr et ed some of  t he xai t egx r ul i ngs of  t he WRA r egar di ng the 

bad agai nst I ssei  hol di ng of f i ce and have st at ed that any J apanese 

i n the communi t y mi ght be el ect ed to the Counci l .  The pol i t i cal  

si t uat i on i n Camp I I  has been pl unged i nt o a st at e of  chaos.  These 
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i ndi vi dual s have xfcfcsmgLfciui  at t ended al l  bl ock meet i ngs,  cal l ed 

t oget her f or t he purpose of  nomi nat i ng and el ect i ng Ni sei  counci l  

member s.  When an i ndi vi dual  r uns f or of f i ce,  i f  he does not 

maat wi t h the appr oval  of  t hi s gr oup, ami  he i s approached and t ol d 

that he or hi s f ami l y wi l l  suf f er i f  he does not wi t hdraw hi s 

nomi nat i on.  I  t al ked wi t h a Ni sei  by t he name of  Nobu Kawai i ,  

who had been a f or mer secr et ar y of  t he J ACL i n Pasadena.  Kawai i  

t ol d me t hat he had been nomi nat ed by hi s bl ock f or counci l  r ep-

r esent at i ve,  t hat he had been appr oached i n the wash r oom by a 

gr oup of  I ssei ,  f ol l owi ng hi s nomi nat i on,  had been pushed ar ound 

and t ol d t hat i f  he wi shed to run f or of f i ce bot h he and hi s f ami l y 

woul d be beat en or even ki l l ed.  Li kewi se some of  t&e I ssei  who 

have : si ded wi t h the admi ni st r at i on i n an agr eement to el ect Ni sei  

l eaders have been t hr eat ened and a demand was made on t hem t hat 

t hey keep t hei r i nf l uence away f r om the pol i t i cal  si t uat i on.  I t  

i s t rue t hat Mr .  Mi ur a was one of  t hese,  but I  di d speak wi t h 

I ssei  i ndi vi dual s who,  bei ng aware of  t hi s si t uat i on,  had si mpl y 

kept t hei r hands out of  t he pol i t i cal  si t uat i on and had r ef r ai ned 

f r om of f er i ng advi ce or maki ng suggest i on,  f ear i ng the enmi t y of  
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par t i cul ar 

t hi s/ gr oup.  The Depar t ment of  I nt er i or Secur i t y was made awar e 

of  t he si t uat i on whi ch exi st s because of  t hi s I ssei  spl i t .  The 

WRA i s empower ed to t ake t r oubl e maker s and t o move t hem t o ot her 

Rel ocat i on Cent er s and i t  may ber y wel l  be that the l eaders of  

t hi s I ssei  f act i on wi l l  be r emoved i n t hi s way* I t  i s appar ent l y 

t rue that t ht gr oup has been at t empt i ng t o di scredi t the admi ni s-

t r at i on,  and t hat t hey have spr ead rumors di r ect ed agai nst cer t ai n 

J apanese or gani zat i ons s ugh as the J ACL and t he l i ke.  Rumor s of  

assassi nat i ons of  J ACL l eader s i n ofcher cent er s seemi ngl y can be 

pl aced at t hei r door .  Li kewi se r epor t s of  the machi ne gunni ng of  

J apanese at Manzanar ,  t he deat hs of  new- bor n babi es due t o di pht her i a 

i n Post on,  and t he cl ai ms t hat no J apanese wi l l  ever be al l owed 

f r edom i n t hi s count r y agai n.  Al l  such rumors seem t o be at t r i but -

abl e t o t hi s di ssat i sf i ed I ssei  sect i on.  I f  t he rumors ar e not 

or i gi nat ed by t hem,  i t  i s at l east obvi ous t hat t hey are di ssemi nat ed 

t hr ough t hem.  The r esul t has been t hat no communi t y counci l  has 

been per mi t t ed t o exi st i n Camp I I .  What the r esul t of  t hi s di s-

sat i sf act i on wi l l  be i s a pr obl em f or f ur t her obser vat i on.  A number 

of  pr o- J apanese sent i ment s have been openl y expr essed by t he same 
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gr oup of  I ssei  i n C
a
mp I I � Cer t ai n Ni sei  have been encouraged t o 

expr ess J apanese sent i ment s.  The use of  the J apanese l anguage seems 

t o be becomi ng mor e wi despr ead and t he st or i es of  J apanese vi ct or i es 

and Uni t ed St at es l osses are bei ng ci r cul at ed r at her f r eel y t hr ough 

out Camp I I ,  At t he same t i me t her e i s an opposi ng pro- Amer i can 

i nf l uence i n t hi s Camp whi ch or i gi nat es i n some of  t he Nesei  l eader s 

t her e.  Thi s whol e pr obl em of  I ssei - Nesei  conf l i ct at Gi l a i s one 

whi ch wi l l  bear consi der abl e f ur t her r esear ch and ône whi ch i s am 

pl i f i ed to some ext ent by Ki kuchi ' s Di ar y,  Pol i t i cal l y andj aradox-

i cal l y the Tul ar e gr oup whi ch f or ms the bul k of  the popul at i on i n 

Camp I I  was exceedi ngl y wel l  or gani sed upon i t s ar r i val  at the 

Gi l a Cent er .  Ther e i s an act i ve gr oup of  Ni sai  t here but the I ssei  

l eader s seem to pr edomi nat e i n pol i t i cal  mat t er s.  These Ni sei  

seem per f ect l y wi l l i ng t o f ol l ow t he advi ce of  the I ssei  l eaders 

but i t  i s obvi ous t hat t hey are af r ai d of  the I ssei  group and f or 

t hi s r eason hesi t at e to run f or of f i ce.  The I ssei  who can onl y 

act i n an advi sor y capaci t y are succeedi ng ver y wel l  i n r et ai ni ng 

t hei r pol i t i cal  i dent i t y t hr ough the use of  cont rol l ed Ni sei  

l eader s.  Types of  l eader shi p i n addi t i on to t hese out l i ned above 
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f i nd par t i cul ar expr essi on t hr ough t he J ACL.  I n Camp I  ver y 

l i t t l e i nt erest has been shown i n t he J ACL,  but i n C
a
mp I I  a 

def i ni t e J ACL chapt er i s bei ng or gani zed under t he di r ect i on of  

the man ment i oned above,  Pr ank Sakamot o» The posi t i on of  t he 

J ACL i n Qamp I I  i s one on whi ch f ur t her r esear ch must be done.  

I t  i s di f f i cul t  to out l i ne the J ACL ai m i n ei t her Camp I  or I I  

as yet .  I t  i s obvi ous,  however ,  t hat the Tul ar e gr oup has been 

ver y act i ve i n t he J ACL,  but t hat t he Tur l ock gr oup i s di si nt er est ed.  

Communi t y Gover nment has been urged by t he WRA.  Mr .  Sol  Ki mbal l ,  

of  t hi s or gani zat i on,  has gone about supervi si ng t he el ect i on of  

counci l men,  t he drawi ng up of  const i t ut i ons f or the bl ock counci l  

and f or the communi t y counci l  and t he gener al  pol i t i cal  si t uat i on.  

I t  wi l l  be obvi ous f r om the scant i nf ormat i on above t hat the 

pol i t i cal  si t uat i on at Gi l a i s st i l l  i n i t s embr i oni c f orm and 

t hat t he f unct i ons of  the var i ous pol i t i cal  posi t i ons are 

not at al l  wel l  def i ned.  Consi der al be f ur t her r esear ch must be 

done on t he whol e of  t he Gi l a pol i t i cal  pr obl em.  
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A meet i ng of  Kr .  E.  B.  Smi t h,  Pr oj ect Di r ect or ,  Mr s,  Smi t h,  
Counsel l or ,  Mr .  Fr ank Sakamot o,  Cent r al  Bl f cck Manager ,  and al l  
bl ock manager s was hel d at t he Bl ock 57 Manager * a Of f i ce wi t h 
Kr .  a&i t h as Chai r man.  Speci al  guest was Mr .  Fr yer ,  Regi onal  
Di r ect or of  t he War Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y,  3an Fr anci sco.  

Hr .  ¿Smi th st at ed t hat he "appr eci at es al l  comi ng t oget her 
f or t he pur pose of  di scussi ng communi t y gover nment i n i t s phases.  
I t  woul d be pr of i t abl e t o t ake a l i tt l f c t i me t o di scuss what 
f i r st st eps shoul d be t aken i n t hi s meet i ng of  sel f - gover nment . " 
He r eal i ses many i mpor t ant quest i ons t hat Bl ock Manager s have 
on the* r mi nds at t he pr esent t i me and of  t he many answer s t hat 
wer e not sat i sf act or y t o many at t he meet i ng hel d l ast week.  He 
woul d be wi l l i ng t o at t end meet i ngs of  Bl ock Manager s t hat af f ect 
at t ent i on cent ered on one pr i nci pal  quest i on,  namel y,  sel f -
gover nment .  He bel i eves al l  Bl ock Manager » have r ecei ved wr i t t en 
mat er i al  wi t h r egar d t o t he el ect i on of  Bl ock Counci l .  Al l  
shoul d r eal i se t he necessi t y of  some such gr oup i n a bl ock t o be 
chosen i n any manner accept abl e t o member s of  t he bl ock and whose 
f unct i ons wi l l  be one of  advi ce and of  suggest i on wi t h regard t o 
mat t er s whi ch concer n t he dai l y l i vi ng i n t hat bl ock.  Ther e are 
many quest i ons t hat af f ect t he dai l y l i ves of  t he r esi dent s of  a 
bl ock such as f ood,  t r ash,  et c.  The Bl ock Counci l  can per f or m 
a ver y val uabl e ser vi ce i n t hat r egar ds.  That of  el ect i ng a 
Bl ock Counci l  i s j )urel y a vol unt ar y mat t er .  

« 

Bl ock Counci l  -  f unct i oni ng and composi t i on 

1.  Kach bl ock may f or m a t empor ar y counci l  t o di scuss af f ai r s 
of  t he bl ock,  t o make pl ans f or t he wel f ar e of  r esi dent s of  t he 
bl ock.  
a.  l l embers of  t he t empor ar y Bl ock Counci l  consi st of  one 
r epr esent at i ve f r om each bui l di ng i n t he bl ock,  t he Bl ock Manager

;  
and t he chi ef  cook�16 i n al l .  

a.  A r epr esent at i ve may be chosen by t he r esi dent s of  t he 
bui l di ng by bal l ot or by agr eement .  

b.  I t  was suggest ed t hat r epr esent at i ves meet r egul ar l y,  
pr ef er abl y once a week t o di scuss pr obl ems such as I mpr ovement 
of  gr ounds,  r ecr eat i on f or r esi dent s,  heal t h and sani t at i on,  
need f or pr event i ng f i r e hazar ds.  
3.  Thi s t empor ar y Bl ock Counci l  i s t he f i r st st ep t o democr at i c 
gover nment .  I t  I s necessar y t o choose r epr esent at i ves f or t he 
t empor ar y Bl ock Counoi l  as soon as possi bl e.  Lach Bl ock Manager 
shoul d submi t t hi s l i st t o Mr s.  Smi t h.  
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4.  quest i on was asked whet her al i ens can be on t he Counci l ,  Mr .  
¡Smi th st at ed t hat no r est r i ct i on or st i pul at i on wi t h r egar d t o 
ci t i zen® or non- ci t l saens has been set up i n t he mat t er of  Bl ock 
Counci l .  
5* The i mpor t ance of  Bl ock Counci l  was st r essed al t hough t he 
Communi t y Counci l  i s mor e i mpor t ant .  The Communi t y Counci l  con-
st i t ut es a body of  r epr esent at i ves of  al l  r esi dent s t o det er mi ne 
what are t he l aws and r egul at i ons f or t hi s Cent er .  The Bl ock 
Counci l  i s an advi sor y gr oup.  

Tempor ar y Communi t y Counci l  

1.  I t  i s necessar y t o set up a tempoi ' ary Communi t y Counci l  as 
soon as possi bl e.  Si nce mor e r esi dent s ar e expect ed t o ar r i ve 
i n t hi s Cent er ,  i t  woul d be unf ai r t o set up a per manent Communi t y 
vounci l  at t hi s t i ne unt i l  al l  r esi dent s who ar e expect ed have 
ar r i ved.  
2.  A commi ssi on wi l l  be appoi nt ed t o det er mi ne how the per manent 
Communi t y Counci l  wi l l  oper at e and t o make mor e cl ear not onl y i n 
t he mi nds of  t he r esi dent s t hemsel ves but al so t o t he Admi ni st r a-
t i on St af f  of  t he far Rel ocat i on aut hor i t y what ar e t he needs,  
desi r es and pr obl ems whi ch f ace al l  of  us .  
5.  The Counci l  wi l l  act as advi sor t o t he / admi ni st rat i on.  I t  
wi l l  consi st of  one r epr esent at i ve f r om each bl ock.  El ect i on f or 
bl ock r epr esent at i ves shal l  be hel d as soon as t hi s Cant er i s f i l l ed.  

Vot er s � r esi dent s,  bot h men and women,  18 year s of  age or 
over ,  wi l l  be el i gi bl e t o vot e.  

a.  Mr� ¿akat a br ought up t he quest i on of  why t he age mi ni mum 
was 18 year s i nst ead ot  21.  Mr .  Smi t h st at ed t hat t her e wer e a 
gr eat many bet ween 18 and Z1 who wer e engaged i n wor k.  

b.  Mr .  Sakamot o cl ar i f i ed Mr .  3akat a
f

s quest i on i n r egard t o 
t he above t hat he pr obabl y meant t hat i t  woul d seem t hat i n t he 
mat t er of  vot i ng,  t hose under 21 woul d be swayed by ot her s si nce 
t hey r eal l y haven' t mi nds of  t hei r own.  to.  Uai t h r epl i ed t hat 
i t  woul d be wel l  t o keep a uni f or m met hod of  sel ect i on tfor t he 
Tempor ar y Counci l  and r ead an excer pt of  t he W.  E.  A.  pol i cy wi t h 
r egar d t o communi t y gover nment .  Sect i on I I I  ent i t l ed Qual i f i ca-
t i on f or Vot i ng and Hol di ng Of f i ces A.  Al l  per sons 10 ymax® of  
age or ovor shal l  be el i gi bl e t o vot e i n al l  el ect i ons hel d 
pur suant t o t hi s i nst r uct i on. " 

5

 � Pol l i nat i ons -  Ther e shal l  be nomi nat ed at l east t wo per sons 
f r om among t he r esi dent s of  each bl ock f or t he of f i ce of  bl ock 
r epr esent at i ve.  These nomi nees must be Amer i can ci t i zens,  £1 
year s of  age or over .  The Bl ock Manager i s not el i gi bl e f or \  
nomi nat i on unl ess he r esi gns hi s posi t i on.  Karnes of  nomi nees ar e 
t o be sent t o t he Pr oj ect Di r ect or who wi l l  l ook t hem over and 
i nf or m hi msel f  i*e car di ng

 t h e m a n d w i l l p o s t t h o m i n e a c h V 
5 daya bef or e el ect i on i s t o t ake pl ace.  A book wi l l  be i ssued t o 
each Bl ock l l anager t o r egi st er al l  vot er s.  
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a. There i s not any set way of maki ng nomi nati ons. 
b. .  There are not any rul es and regul ati ons concerni ng 

campai gni ng. 
6. Questi ons and statements 

a. Temporary Communi ty Counci l  wi l l  not be pai d.  As to the 
permanent,  thi s wi l l  be taken up l ater. 

b. The temporary Communi ty Counci l  has onl y advi sory power, 
no l egi sl ati ve power.  As far as maj or cri mes such as fel ony i s 
concerned, i t i s not wi thi n the Communi ty Counci l  to determi ne, 
i t i s up to l ocal  or state authori ti es. 

c.  Mr .  Sakamot o summar i zed t he concensus of  opi ni on of  t he 
al i ens as t o why t hey shoul d be per mi t t ed t o hol d an el ect i ve 
of f i ce—t hat t hey ar e Amer i cani sed and bar r ed f r om ci t i zenshi p 
onl y by an act of  Congr ess and shoul d be gi ven an oppor t uni t y t o 
pr ove i t .  They woul d l i ke a r econsi der at i on t o be gi ven t o t he 
r ul i ng.  Mr .  Smi t h st at ed t hat t he pol i cy of  el ect i ve of f i cer s 
havi ng t o be ci t i zens was set down by t he War Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y 
and i s a def i ni t el y st at ed pol i cy.  

7* El ect i ons shal l  be by secr et bal l ot .  A box wi l l  be set up i n 
t he Bl ock I mager ' s of f i ce.  I f  t her e i s a Bl ock Counci l ,  t hr ee of  
i t s r epr esent at i ves ar e t o r ecei ve vot es and t al l y.  I f  t he Bl ock 
Counci l  i s not set up,  t he Bl ock Manager ©hal l  appoi nt a commi t t ee 
of  t wo.  No campai gni ng or post i ng shoul d be done i n t he vi ci ni t y 
of  t he vot i ng pl ace,  

• i - arnanent Comuxut y Counci l  

1.  The Pr oj ect Di r ect or i s expect ed t o pr ovi de f or sel ect i on of  
an or gani sat i on commi ssi on,  t he f unct i on of  wtxi oh i s t o pr epar e a 
pl an f or t he per manent Communi t y Counci l .  Thi s pl an wi l l  I ncl ude 
r ul es f or nomi nat i ons,  el ect i ons,  and t enur e of  of f i ce of  t he 
member s of  a r epr esent at i ve l aw- maki ng body t o be known as t he 
Communi t y Counci l .  
а .  Communi t y Counci l  wi l l  pr escr i be r egul at i ons and pr ovi de 
penal t i es f or vi ol at i on of  such r egul at i ons l or al l  eaumuni t y l i f e 
wi t h except i on of  maj or cr i mes.  Counci l  wi l l  al so be i n char ge of  
communi t y f unds.  
3.  Ha n of  gover nment shal l  pr ovi de f or a j udi ci al  commi t t ee of  
not l ess t han t hr ee member s whi ch shal l  hear cases and appl y 
penal t i es f or vi ol at i ons of  l aws and r egul at i ons pr escr i bed by t he 
Coxamuni ty Counci l .  Thi s pl an of  gover nment shal l  al so pr ovi de f or 
t he ar bi t r at i on of  ci vi l  di sput es.  
4.  The pl an f or al l  gover nment shal l  be submi t t ed t o t he Pr oj ect 
Di r ect or of  r evi ew and wi l l  become ef f ect i ve when appr oved by a 
maj or i t y of  qual i f i ed vot er s at a speci al  el ect i on.  
5.  Cr i mi nal  cases wi l l  be handl ed by st at e or l ocal  of f i ci al s» 
б . .  El ect i ons shal l  be by secr et bal l ot .  ¿11 vot er s must be 18 
year s of  age or over .  Onl y ci t i zens of  t he Uni t ed St at es who are 
21 year s of  age or over shal l  be el i gi bl e f or el ect i ve of f i ces.  
Al l  r esi dent s,  whet her ci t i zens or non- ci t i zens,  shal l  be el i gi bl e 
f or member shi p on any commi t t ee,  commi ssi on,  and boar d.  
7,  Pr oj ect Di r ect or may set asi de any r egul at i ons mad© by t he 
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Counci l  whi ch he f i nds t o be i n excess of  t he f unct i ons of  t he 

8.  I t  shoul d be t he f unct i on of  t he t empor ar y and l at er t he 
per manent Coi nsmni ty Counci l  t o st udy and under st and var i ous 
det ai l s of  t he pol i cy v&l ch af f ect t hi s Cent er ,  

Uj - soel l aneous 

1.  Mr .  l l i nokawa asked whet her Caucasi ans or any ot her nat i onal i t y 
woul d be al l owed t o earn i nt o t hi s cari p on busi ness wi t h any of  
t he r esi dent s.  Mr ,  Smi t h st at ed t hat i t  shoul d be possi bl e and 
t hat a Vi si t or s* Bui l di ng f or bot h camp« shoul d be pr ovi ded,  as 
t o J apanese vi si t or s,  t hi s Rel ocat i on Cent er i s l ocat ed i n Mi l i -
t ar y Ar ea Ho.  1 so t hey are not al l owed t o vi si t  her e unl ess t hey 
have of f i ci al  pass f r om mi l i t ar y aut hor i t i es,  
g.  Mr ,  Smi t h st at ed t hat t hi s . Rel ocat i on Ar ea consi st s of  
15, 000 acr es,  ext ends f r om canal  nor t h 4 mi l es,  st ar t s sever al  
mi l es east f r om t he canal  camp and ext ends 4 mi l es west .  Bet ween 
sunr i se and sunset ,  t her e can be compl et e f r eedom of  movement 
wi t hi n t he Ar ea.  Except i n l egi t i mat e oper at i ons as wor k i n 
f i el ds at ni ght and i r r i gat i on and t r i ps back and f or t h wi t h 
physi ci ans,  ambul ances,  i t  wi l l  not be possi bl e t o have t hat same 
"f reedom of  movement bet ween sunset and sunr i se unl ess accompani ed 
by a Caucasi an escor t .  I t  woul d be wel l  t o post such announce-
ment i n t he Bl ock Manager ' s of f i ce t oget her wi t h t he map of  t he 
whol e Rel ocat i on Ar ea.  
3.  n̂y compl ai nt by r esi dent s i n r egar d t o medi cal  expenses or 
ot her wi se shoul d be i n wr i t i ng and t aken by t he Bl ack Manager 
and cal l ed t o t he at t ent i on of  Mr .  Smi t h* 

The meet i ng was adj our ned at 4s05 p*m.  
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BLOCK NAME 
cmusR 

OCCUPATI ON 
FORMER 

OCCUPATI ON FORi : ¿R HOME AGü 

#3 **Okamot o,  LCi noru J udo I nst ' r .  J ap.  School  & San Fr anci sco 32 
J udo I nst ' r .  

Camouf l age V/ kr.  Tr uck Dr i ver ! ur akami ,  Tom 

" I kej i r i ,  Shi ger u Ass' t .  Bl ock Far m Labor er 
Ll gr.  #3 Gr ocer y Cl er k 

Val nut Gr ove 26 

Vent ur a 26 

#4 Aj ar i ,  Hi deo,  

I chi mot o,  Geor ge At hl et i c 
Di r ect or 

. Warehouseman Far mer 

St ore Cl er k 

#5 Aoyagi ,  Har r y 

Ogi no,  Bob 

#6 Fur ut a,  W.  J .  

Kubot a,  J ean 

Camouf l age -7kr.  Laundr y 

Danvi l l e 

Vacavi l l e 

Di xon 

Fi r eman Gar dener & Ha-  Al ameda 
di o Repai r man 

Bact er i ol ogi st Lab.  Techni ci an Chi cago,  

Yamasaki ,  Geor ge Camouf l age Sfkr.  Laundr y Val i ej o 

#7 Fur ut a,  3am 

*I shi mar u,  Si  

#8 I wanaga,  Kar l  

Omot o,  ."".asao 

#9 **Teda,  Takeo 

-Sx e c u t i  ve Se c
f

 t > Lawyer 
(Red Cr oss) 

Yoshi da,  Hi t oshi  Aut omot i ve 
I nspect or 

Hgr . , Au t omot i va Fowl er 

$10 **Chi amor i ,  Aki r a Far m Supvr .  Far mer Par l i er 

�Uor i shi ge,  Rober t Bl k. Mgr .  #10 Aut o Mechani c Sel ma 

#16 Kono,  Toshi o Asfi ft.  Dent al  Fl or al  Desi gner Al ameda 
Techni ci an 

#20 Sei ki ,  f ci asatoshi  For eman f or 
Pl umber s 

28 

27 

31 

31 

29 

Supvr .  of  Arn-  Ret ai l  Pr oduce Los Angel es 41 
bul ance Cor ps 

30 

Camouf l age V/ kr.  Aut o Body Re-  Los Angel es 31 
pai r man 

Bl k.  Mgr .  #7 l í gr. ,  Gr ocer y Los Angel es 31 
St or e 

Los Aügel es 50 

Camouf l age 7kr .  Sal es Cl er k Los Angel es 32 

/ s s H.  Supvr .  !. ,̂ I<rga.
r

j r̂.Ass .  Los Angel es 33 
of  C. A. S.  J ap.  C. C.  ,  Sec t ' y.  

36 

32 

42 

26 

Pl umber 

f f21 Hi r aoka,  Yoshi mi  Asst .  Pr oj ect Lawyer 
At t or ney 

San Fr anci sco 30 

Fotrl er 27 

Nar i mat su,  Kegumi  Far mer Bookkeeper & Los Angel es 35 
Edi t or i al  St af f  
Of  J apanese Ame-
r i can Newspaper 



BLOCK NAME 
CSOTSR 

OCCUPATI ON 
Fomm 

OCCUPATI ON 

#21 I shi mot o,  Kel l y 

#22 Kat sumur a,  Kel l y 

#23 Fu j i mot o,  Tai r a 

Yokoyama,  Geor ge 

#24 Nakamur a,  

**Kat aoka
(
 Ar t 

*Yoshi mur a,  Har r y 

#25 Maeda,  Gor o 

**Doi ,  J er r y 

�Take Eh 5.  t  a , He r b e r t 

#26 Ando,  Mat s 

#27 Nagamat su,  Geor ge 

Nur ser y For e-  Far mer 
man 

Fi r e I nspect or Far mer 

Cost Acc' t .  f or veg.  Gr ower 
Tr ans. & Lai nt .  Shi pper 

Sr .  St at i st i cal  Far mer 
Cl er k 

Camouf l age . / kr.  Pr oduceman 

Bl k.  Mgr .  #24 Mgr f >t ar 
Pr oduce 

Bl k.  l l gr.   ̂PA Far mer 

Asst .  Teacher Whol esal e 
of  Heal t h Educat i on 

FORI I ER HO MB 

Del  Rey 

Fowl er 

& J at sonvi l l e 

Par l i er 

Asst .  Bl k.  Mgr .  

Asst .  Bl k.  Mgr .  Cook 

Far mer Far mer 

Uni t For eman 
f or Far m 

Cr escent a 

Gi l r oy 

.  San Fr anci sco 

Par l i er 

Los Angel es 

Ki ngsbur g 

Oxnar d 

AGS 

32 

35 

31 

26 

33 

32 

32 

36 

23 

30 

28 

32 

*Bl ock Manager s or assi st ant s 

��Lef t Cent er 



CQUTi P�'  

2B 

29 

50 

3£ 

33 

39 

40 

47 

. t o,  i:i:iti  Fuj l nae* 

tenter ocoup.  For cer popup.  

-a canouf l ar e f or ei an Goo* et ol o.  l 3t 

Coobu . j i t arpr l sc 

c � Tsud&ni a Gr ocer y st or e 
avmer 

31 : :avi d T* var a&ane camouf l age 

r ant r y cl cr k 

Cost . ĉcoû t&afc 

34 i  ar at o i; oto Execut i ve Goor et ar y r t udont 

Tasul . i chi  Akl r a none 
. .a-rf

1

 Kr t o 

v; i l l l axa A.
 r

i ahi no I  

� ofet� .  Ki ransatuu I  

; l  ccnt r o 

Loe An êl eo 

44 ni guehi  .  ̂ ai ni st r ot l ve 
of  Ca: ouf l a£e 

Taut onu ni r l har a 

-on ?: oyana 

Far aer 

Goi muni t y Ent er -

33 

30 

30 

£1 

I  ana er pr oduce Los 

1 Toduee 3uyer 

Veg.  arov. ' or.  Sl i l r
 r 

Ai d© Buy«,  tJ fcal esa e pr od.  I ,o© / . ngel es 



Bl j ck l iane Center Oeoup« Former l oeup* ! or io Totxu Age 

40 r sc.  o Hone prod. Grower,  Shi  � Guadal upe 35 

49 Al :i ra £al ; oj i  Hone Cl erk i n l  arket Pasadena 27 

51 Infidi  e I ke oto "one perm Conpton 21 

52 Tets l oyeda 
I  ao I sao Yaki  

property Cl erk 
none 

Kgr , Food Market 
Truck Dri ver 

1,03 Angel es 
Gnrde * 

25 
35 

54 J i nny Fuj i soto ni k.  Counci l man ^Mr o ractor Pasadena 35 

56 Bi l l  Oyona 
a ay � amsoe 

C. A» � 
Enactor  ̂ Dri ver 

Tr i ck Far mi ng 
Farmer Brentvood 

20 
22 

56 Bob tj yenura dm. hac. Cl erk Tamer Cour t band B5 

57 Geor ge i ri shi raura rone Gr ower ,  r M « r r od.  Lompoe 42 

50 Kel so i shtsu Camouf l age Cl i ryoa i thenuta Spec.  3en ¿¿ari no 38 

59 uri e Kasmi  Canouf l a ê Sal es Cl erk .  Pasadena 

60 T'r.craas K.  Ri sono Gardener Street Grader H©.  paaaàena 37 

61 Ken y Goto r rop* Cl eri c r ar r whol esal e 3roduoe I,os Anrcl es 28 

63 Ted noyeaki na 

Henry r.ondo 

Ti nei ceeper,  t er -
pr i se 
cost Aoeouatant 

Gardener 

Bookkeeper 

Si er r a Madr e 

Oakl and 

22 

33 

64 nui ohi  meda � one Ycr,m Faroer Oxnard 46 

65 ,' iHioflB r .  roto 
Henry Terazawa 

; ev/s al i tor 
Couri er Cl erk 

r ev/s Edi tor 
executi ve 3ectary 
of J . A*

w

. l .  

asfein - ton . -C.  
Concord 

33 
£6 



66 Pul:e Ktiaaba 

72 Dai ao l ameno 

73 Ear l  Tusa 

74 H.  2':.  l ötf l d 

Pr oper t y Cl er k,  

Cook 

Dent i oè 

Der t 1st 

Fpr r er . pooup» Hone-Tovj n A/-e 

; &uo+ Di eoel  engi neer Stooteton ZZ 

43 

Dent i st sant a I  ar i a 36 

per t l et Ber kel ey 34 
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i  
l í ame 

Har r y Hi r oso 

Toni l l o Ki noshi t a 

Yot ar o 0&uno 

K.  Ri uzaki  

Har r y i  l yake 

Ken l í t sunonl ya 

Shot ar o Hi ki de 

J oe Orna chi  

Kay Mobusada 

Kar l  i wanaga 

Tei zo Yahanda 

Geor ge i i awahara 

i mmi i s of . ̂ eskmT const i tut i on e omi ss i on 

Cent er Occupat i on 

Chi ef I nvesti gator 

For mer Go pupat i on 

Owner & oper at or 
Raci ng Games,  
For t une Tel l i ng 

Bl ock Manager #40 '  Teacher J apanese 

Case Wor ker 
(  Cori m« ser r* )  

Head Gar bage Man 

Lan ûa *e school  

secr et ar y 

ì  aaager Ret ai l  
Food St or e 
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RESUME: MI NUTES OP THE TEMPORARY COMMUNI TY COUNCI L 

OP CANAL 

Rober t P.  Spencer 
Apr i l  50,  1943 

The wr i t er has been f or t unat e t o secure access t o t he Mi nut es 

of  t he Counci l  i n Canal  Camp f r om t he t i me of  i t s i ncept i on unt i l  

t he pr esent .  I t  i s t o be r eal i zed,  of  cour se,  i n accor dance wi t h 

previ ous r epor t s and wi t h t he i nf ormat i on gi ven out by Omachi  on 

communi t y gover nment t hat up to t he dat e of  t hi s wr i t i ng t here has 

been no r at i f i cat i on of  t he const i t ut i on nor has the Counci l  been 

as yet set up as a per manent body.  A di scussi on has been made f r om 

t i me t o t i me of  t he weakness of  t he Counci l  and t he f act t hat i t  

har dl y const i t ut es a r epr esent at i ve,  j ur i sdi ct i onal ,  or governi ng 

body.  I n vi ewi ng the Mi nut es of  t he Counci l ,  t her ef or e,  i t  wi l l  

be wel l  t o t ake a poi nt - t o- poi nt anal ysi s of  t he var i ous measur es 

t hat have been i nt r oduced bef or e t he conci l i at or y body and t o show 

t hem i n t hei r r el at i on to t he communi t y.  

I f  we may go back t o t he i ncept i on of  t he Pr oj ect ,  we wi l l  

not e t hat t he f i r st meet i ng of  t he Communi t y Counci l  i n Canal  was 

cal l ed on Sept ember 23,  1942,  some t wo mont hs af t er t he openi ng up 

of  t he Proj ect f or set t l ement .  The But t e Counci l  di d not begi n 

unt i l  two mont hs l at er .  Power of  t he But t e Counci l  has ever been 

cont est ed by t he Bl ock Manager s,  par t i cul ar l y t hr ough the Cent r al  

Bl ock Manager ' s Of f i ce,  as t he r esul t of  t he st rong per sonal i t y 

behi nd t he Bl ock Manager s of  Har r y Mi yake.  I n Canal ,  t he Counci l  

has been more or l ess i ndependent and has superseded t he Bl ock 

Manager s and Bl ock Chai r manshi p.  Resume of  i ssues conf ront i ng t he 

Counci l  f r om t i me t o t i me are her ewi t h excerpt f r om t he mi nut es.  
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Wi t h t he i ncept i on of  t he Communi t y Counci l ,  Dr .  Wi l l i am 

Fur ut a,  t he bact er i ol ogi st i n t he empl oy of  t he hospi t al  st af f ,  was 

el ect ed Chai rman of  t he body.  I t  wi l l  be not ed f r om f or egoi ng r e-

por t s t hat on November 25,  Furut a r esi gned because of  what he t ermed 

ant i - Ni sei  pr essur es on t he par t of  cer t ai n I ssei  groups whi ch,  i n 

hi s opi ni on,  cur t ai l ed t he ef f ect i veness of  sel f - gover nment .  The 

i ni t i al  meet i ng concer ned f or mul at i on of  t he Counci l  as an execut i ve 

body,  and by t he second meet i ng,  whi ch t ook pl ace ear l y i n Oct ober ,  

Dr .  Sol on Ki mbal l  br ought up t he mat t er of  communi t y gover nment al  

organi zat i on and t he dut i es and r esponsi bi l i t i es of  t he Tempor ar y 

Communi t y Counci l .  At t hi s meet i ng,  t oo,  t he Const i t ut i onal  

Commi ssi on was set up and t he f i r st st eps t aken t oward the f or mul a-

t i on of  sel f - government on a per manent basi s.  At t he st ar t ,  i t  

appear ed as t hough the Counci l  woul d t ake some act i ve l eader shi p 

i n t he cori i i i uni ty.  I t  made some ampl e di sposi t i on of  t he probl em 

of  t he cot t on pi cki ng whi ch was descr i bed by t he wr i t er i n a r epor t 

of  Oct ober 1942.  The Counci l  deci ded t hat i nasmuch as cot t on pi ck-

i ng i nt er f ered wi t h Far m Management ,  t he di scont i nuance of  r ecr ui t i ng 

of  addi t i onal  cot t on pi cker s shoul d be ef f ect ed and t hat t he emphasi s 

of  communi t y wor k shoul d di rect i t sel f  t oward t he agr i cul t ur al  

endeavor on t he Pr oj ect .  I n accordance wi t h t he pl an f or t he dr af t -

i ng of  t he const i t ut i on,  t he member s of  t hat body wer e el ect ed i n 

t hi s meet i ng by t he Communi t y Counci l  members and t hei r f unct i ons 

out l i ned.  

Anot her meet i ng was hel d some days l at er on Oct ober 6.  At 

t hi s t i me,  t he at t ent i on of  t he Counci l  was di r ect ed t owar d t he 

mat t er of  out si de empl oyment on t he Proj ect t hrough the l et t i ng out 
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of  var i ous cont ract s f or f ul f i l l ment by evacuee wor ker s.  The onl y 

i nst ance of  t hi s ki nd t hat has t aken pl ace at Gi l a,  of  cour se,  has 

been the i ncept i on of  t he camouf l age net f act or y and whi ch at t hat 

t i me was not as yet t hought of .  I nst ead,  i t  was proposed t hat 

under pr i vat e cont r act ,  a dehydrat i on pl ant be i nst al l ed on the 

Pr oj ect ,  and t he opi ni on of  t he Counci l  was t hat such a pl an woul d 

be desi r abl e i f  manpower were avai l abl e.  Her e,  agai n,  t he Counci l  

was empower ed t o deci de whet her a dehydr at i on pl ant mi ght exi st on 

t he Pr oj ect .  K.  Kobusada was cal l ed i n t o gi ve t he Counci l  some of  

t he descr i pt i ve aspect s of  t he dehydr at i on pl ant i nasmuch as he had 

been concer ned wi t h wor k of  t hi s ki nd pr i or t o evacuat i on.  The pl ant 

was to have been i nst al l ed by J .  A.  J ul i an Company,  and was l at er 

bl ocked by admi ni st r at i ve edi ct .  

Some at t empt was made by t he Counci l  t o det ermi ne what woul d 

const i t ut e need i n r egar d t o wel f are cases i n r egar d t o cl ot hi ng 

al l owances and payment of  r el i ef  f unds.  A number of  di ssat i sf act i ons 

were ai r ed at t hi s meet i ng,  i nt r oduced by var i ous Counci l men,  whi ch 

r ef l ect f ai r l y wel l  on communi t y sent i ment at t he t i me.  These may 

be i t emi zed her e:  1.  l ack of  cooper at i on f r om the medi cal  st af f .  

2.  i nadequat e number of  doct or s on ni ght dut y;  i t  was pr oposed t hat 

t he doct or s st af f  at ni ght be bal anced i n propor t i on to t he communi t y 

needs.  3.  t he erect i on of  bouevar d and st r eet l i ght s;  at t he present 

wr i t i ng,  t he resi dence areas of  bot h camps are ef f ect i vel y l i t  at 

ni ght .  4.  r epet i t i on of  t he demands of  housi ng and prot est agai nst 

over - cr owded housi ng condi t i ons.  5.  t he necessi t y f or i nst al l i ng 

f i re al arms t hr oughout t he communi t y.  6.  pr essur e was br ought upon 

t he Counci l  t o r evi ve the met hod adopt ed by t he WCCA i n t he assembl y 

cent er s of  i ssui ng scr i pt f or necessi t i es and commodi t i es sal abl e i n 
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t he cant eens;  a memor andum was sent t o t he admi ni st r at i ve st af f  

t o t hi s ef f ect but ,  of  cour se,  i n vi ew of  a sl i ght l y hi gher wage 

scal e than i n t he assembl y cent er s and because of  gr ant i ng of  cl ot h-

i ng al l owances,  t hi s measur e has never been cont empl at ed by the WRA.  

7.  f i re ext i ngui sher s al t hough at t he t i me i nst al l ed i n each bar r ack 

wer e r egar ded as i mpract i cabl e because Bl ock Manager s had not car r i ed 

out t he dut y of  expl ai ni ng t he use of  t hi s ext i ngui sher s t o t hei r 

r espect i ve bl ocks.  8.  t he exi st ence of  mobs and gangs of  var i ous 

ki nds i n t he communi t y was depl or ed,  and i t  was suggest ed t hat some 

cont r ol  of  t hese be ef f ect ed.  9.  at t hi s t i me,  al t hough t he Proj ect 

had been i n operat i on f or mor e t han t wo mont hs,  the est abl i shment 

of  t he $12. 00,  $16. 00 and $19. 00 wage scal e was st i l l  quest i onabl e,  

no one as yet havi ng r ecei ved paychecks f or wor k done;  t o Gaba was 

gi ven the r esponsi bi l i t y of  gai ni ng i nf ormat i on as t o est abl i shment 

of  set wages and the payment of  t hese wages.  10.  i n t hi s meet i ng 

al so the f i r st cr i t i ci sm of  t he Communi t y Ent erpr i ses syst em mani -

f est ed i t sel f ;  i t  becomes appar ent t hat bl ock pressures were asser t ed 

upon i ndi vi dual  Counci l men i n order t o ef f ect i vel y cont r ol  t he 

Communi t y Ent er pr i ses syst em,  and the assurance of  scr i pt was agai n 

br ought up i n r el at i on to Communi t y Ent er pr i ses.  1.  because of  

t he f ar m l abor pr obl em,  t he Counci l  deci ded t hat cot t on pi cki ng 

shoul d be di scont i nued,  and a mot i on was br ought bef or e t he Proj ect 

Di r ect or i n order t o ef f ect t hi s.  

On Oct ober 13,  Shel l ey,  t he Head of  Communi t y Ent er pr i ses,  

t ook over t he mat t er of  i nf ormi ng t he Counci l  as t o t he f unct i on of  

t he var i ous ent er pr i ses i n t he communi t y not onl y f r om t he poi nt of  

vi ew of  t he cant eens but al so f or barber shops,  shoe r epai r shops,  
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and the l i ke.  The r eact i on of  t he Counci l  t o t hese r emar ks i s not 

gi ven i n t he Mi nut es.  I t  i s i nt erest i ng t o not e,  however ,  t hat 

communi t y sent i ment bei ng agai nst ent er pr i ses at t hi s t i me,  Takeo 

Tada t ook an act i ve st and i n br i ngi ng up t he quest i on of  t he var i ous 

ent er pr i ses and def endi ng t hem bef or e the Counci l * The admi ni st r a-

t i ve st af f  opposed t he suspensi on of  cot t on pi cki ng because of  t he 

bad f eel i ng t hat i t  woul d creat e on t he out si de communi t i es.  The 

r esul t was t hat t he Counci l  i n t he i nt erest of  t he Proj ect deci ded 

t hat cot t on pi cki ng be al l owed unt i l  t he end of  t he cot t on season.  

Here i s an excel l ent-  exampl e of  admi ni st r at i ve r ecommendat i on super -

sedi ng the di ct at es of  communi t y demands.  Regar di ng t he di s-

sat i sf act i on voi ced above concer ni ng t he var i ous poi nt s r ai sed,  

cl ar i f i cat i on was gi ven t o the Counci l  of  t hese poi nt s t hrough t he 

cooperat i on of  t he Housi ng Depar t ment ,  the Hospi t al ,  t he Fi scal  

Sect i on wi t h r egar d t o paychecks,  cl ot hi ng al l owances,  rel i ef  cases,  

and so on.  I t  i s not ewor t hy t hat t he Counci l  was bei ng severel y 

cr i t i ci zed by t he communi t y f or t he del ay i n paychecks.  I t  was 

suggest ed t hat i f  paychecks were t o be f ur t her del ayed,  a st at ement 

shoul d be made by t he admi ni st r at i on gi vi ng the r easons f or such 

del ay.  

A number of  ot her i t ems were br ought up i n t hi s meet i ng whi ch 

show the ef f ect of  di ssat i sf act i on i n communi t y gr i pes and r umor s.  

The Counci l  deci ded t hat some pet i t i on shoul d be made to t he mi l i t ar y 

i n order t o al l ow emer gency t r avel  i n t he mi l i t ar y zone.  Thi s was 

t o cover t he accompani ment of  the i mmedi at e f ami l y of  t he deceased 

t o a cr emat or y or bur i al  gr ound,  f or a member of  t he i mmedi at e 

f ami l y t o accompany a si ck chi l d or ot her person l eavi ng the cent er 



-  6 -

f or hospi t al i zat i on.  I n t hi s meet i ng,  Mr .  Fr yer ,  who was pr esent ,  

i ssued the st at ement t hat t he communi t y wi l l  have gas heat er s and 

l i nol eum wi t hi n the mont h.  The pr obl em of  t he gas heat er s has 

al r eady been descr i bed,  and i t  i s known t hat t hey were suppl ant ed 

wi t h oi l  heat er s.  I t  i s al so ascer t ai ned t hat heat er s were not 

i nst al l ed unt i l  t he t urn of  t he year ,  nor has l i nol eum been compl et e-

l y i nst al l ed even at t hi s wr i t i ng.  Severe communi t y cr i t i ci sm was 

di r ect ed agai nst mi l i t ar y pol i ce f or mi xi ng i n wi t h the communi t y and 

f or pi cki ng up J apanese gi r l s at ni ght .  Some di scussi on was r ai sed 

r el at i ve t o separat e newspaper s f or each communi t y,  and i t  was 

deci ded t hat separat e ne?i spapers shoul d exi st f or bot h Canal  and 

But t e.  The newspaper ,  of  cour se,  had been t aken over by evacuees 

f r om t he Tul ar e Assembl y Cent er and di r ect ed i ts at t ent i on t o But t e 

news,  wi t h t he r esul t t hat Canal  was somewhat l ef t out of  t hi ngs.  

The Canal  Communi t y Counci l  was i n f avor of  havi ng a separat e news-

paper i n Canal .  Her e,  agai n,  admi ni st r at i ve recommendat i on opposed 

separat e paper s and,  agai n,  t he Communi t y Counci l  bowed t o admi n-

i st rat i ve edi ct .  The r umor ci r cul at ed ar ound the communi t y t hat 

mess hal l  wor ker s under t hi r t y wer e to be r el eased.  There was con-

si derabl e I ssei  f eel i ng agai nst t hi s i nasmuch as i t  was t hought t hat 

t hi s woul d pl ace a gr eat burden on I ssei .  The ef f ect of  t hi s was a 

f eel i ng whi ch has mani f est i t sel f  i n t he communi t y f r om t i me to t i me 

ever si nce.  The younger mess wor ker s were i nst ruct ed at a l at er 

dat e t o go i nt o camouf l age wor k,  much t o t he resent ment of  t he I ssei  

Mess Operat i ons wor ker s.  For t he f i r st t i me at t hi s meet i ng,  t he 

subj ect of  t he camouf l age net f act or y was br ought up t o the Counci l  

but was dropped because of  l ack of  adequat e i nf or mat i on.  Cr i t i ci sm 



was made of  t he hospi t al  because of  the cl i ni c i n Canal  where no 

wai t i ng r ooms were avai l abl e f or wai t i ng pat i ent s.  Even t oday,  i n 

Canal ,  t hi s mat t er has not been overcome i nasmuch t he hospi t al  

pat i ent s are r equi r ed t o si t  out si de i n t he heat unt i l  t hei r turn 

t o use the cl i ni c f aci l i t i es comes.  The Counci l  i s not ed as goi ng 

on r ecor d f easi bl y i n t he mat t er of  al l owi ng pet s to be kept by 

communi t y r esi dent s.  I t  i s,  per haps,  on t hi s i ssue t hat t he Counci l  

has been al l owed t o express i t s own voi ce wi t hout i nt er f erence f r om 

the admi ni st r at i ve of f i ci al s.  

On Oct ober 20,  i t  was deci ded t hat pr i vat e barber s shoul d be 

al l owed to pr act i ce but the t endency woul d be t o br i ng t hem under 

Communi t y Ent er pr i ses i f  t hi s was possi bl e.  Chi r opr act or s,  ost eo-

pat hi st s,  and the l i ke,  doi ng pr i vat e busi ness wi t hi n t he communi t y 

were t o be br ought i n under Communi t y Ent er pr i ses and such ot her 

r egul at i ons set f or t h by Dr .  Sl eat h.  Ther e are a number of  such i n 

the communi t y and as f ar as can be ascer t ai ned,  the recommendat i on 

t hat t hey be br ought I n under Communi t y Ent erpr i ses has never been 

ser i ousl y f ol l owed.  Regar di ng t he accompani ment of  f ami l y wi t h a 

deceased person to a bur i al  gr ound or of  a near r el at i ve wi t h a 

pat i ent i n case of  of f - Proj ect hospi t al i zat i on,  i t  was admi t t ed t hat 

mi l i t ar y edi ct prevent ed t hi s as i t  cont i nued t o do unt i l  t he l i f t i ng 

of  t he mi l i t ar y boundar y.  Pressure was brought to t he Counci l  t o pay 

r el i gi ous worker s i n t he communi t y,  a measur e whi ch was f l at l y deni ed 

by Gaba as bei ng agai nst WRA pol i cy.  

By Oct ober 27,  Cozzens had become Act i ng Proj ect Di r ect or and 

began t o at t end Counci l  meet i ngs and seemi ngl y to hi gh- pr essur e t he 

Counci l  to make r ecommendat i ons f avorabl e to t he admi ni st r at i on.  I n 
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r eadi ng the Mi nut es,  i t  becomes appar ent t hat communi t y f eel i ng 

di r ect ed i t sel f  mor e and mor e agai nst Communi t y Ent er pr i ses.  The 

Counci l  was hesi t ant t o al l ow a bar r ack to Shel l ey f or t he i nst al l a-

t i on of  bar ber shop,  beaut y shop,  radi o r epai r shop,  and t he l i ke,  

i n Canal .  ,  Kor n,  who was pr esent ,  suggest ed t hat t he Counci l  make a 

r ecommendat i on t hat t he bar r ack be gi ven and - al though t her e were 

pr ot est s,  Kor n' s r ecommendat i ons were f ol l owed.  The Counci l  was 

expect ed t o appoi nt an Advi sor y Boar d t o Communi t y Ent erpr i ses but 

had di f f i cul t y i n f i ndi ng candi dat es.  At l engt h,  i t  was put up t o 

Shel l ey t o f i nd hi s own candi dat es f or t he Communi t y Ent erpr i ses 

Commi ssi on.  Communi t y Ent er pr i ses was not ,  at t hi s t i me,  concer ned 

wi t h t he check- cashi ng syst em,  and i t  was di f f i cul t f or Proj ect 

empl oyees t o cash the smal l  checks t hat t hey r ecei ved.  Communi t y 

Ent er pr i ses pr omi sed t o r ect i f y t hi s as,  i ndeed,  t hey di d l at er wi t h 

t he est abl i shment of  a check- cashi ng syst em.  Chi r opr act or s,  neur o-

pat hi st ,  ost eopat hi st s,  and so on,  r ef used t o cooper at e wi t h t he 

hospi t al  st af f  or wi t h Communi t y Ent er pr i ses.  Sl eat h was asked t o 

wor k out some sol ut i on t o t hi s pr obl em.  Cozzens was opposed to t he 

t r ansl at i on of  cer t ai n WRA r egul at i ons i nto J apanese i n t he news-

paper s,  and i t  was deci ded t hat onl y t hose r egul at i ons whi ch had been 

passed on by t he Counci l  and then submi t t ed to the Proj ect Di r ect or 

f or appr oval  coul d be t r ansl at ed.  The syst em of  prepar i ng and t rans-

l at i ng admi ni st r at i ve edi ct s and maki ng t hem avai l abl e f or t hose 

peopl e speaki ng onl y J apanese has never been wor ked out successf ul l y.  

Ment i on was made of  t he f act t hat househol d goods st ored i n war e-

houses i n Cal i f orni a mi ght be shi pped t o t he Proj ect at gover nment 

expense.  Thi s mat t er f or some di f f i cul t y has cont i nued to the pr esent ;  
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i nasmuch as such st ored goods whi ch supposedl y are bei ng t hrust out 

of  gover nment st orehouses on t he coast cannot ver y wel l  be handl ed 

by the har dl y adequat e warehouses and housi ng f aci l i t i es on t he Pro-

j ect .  I n r espect t o probl ems of  t hi s ki nd,  t he observer at once i s 

awar e of  t he f act t hat these i ssues are si mpl y st at ed i n f r ont of  

t he Counci l  by admi ni st r at i ve of f i ci al s;  i n thi s case,  i t  was Kor n,  

Gaba,  and Cozzens.  No at t empt i s made t o el i ci t  t he opi ni ons of  

t he Counci l ,  and i t  i s obser ved t hat by t hi s t i me,  Oct ober 27,  

near l y a mont h af t er t he Counci l  had begun,  t hei r posi t i on was t hat 

of  "yes men
11

 t o the admi ni st r at i on.  I t  becomes mor e and more cl ear 

t hat r ecommendat i ons made by Proj ect admi ni st r at or s wer e si mpl y 

f ol l owed by t he Counci l men wi t hout ver y much consi der at i on or debat e.  

Af t er cer t ai n of  t hese probl ems had si mpl y been st at ed by t he 

admi ni st r at i on,  t he Counci l  i s f r ee to pass on i t s own probl ems of  

communi t y gover nment .  

Here i s a good exampl e of  t he r ecommendat i ons showi ng t he 

weakness of  t he body.  Mr .  Nakamur a br ought up the f act t hat f ami l i es 

wer e compl ai ni ng f or heat i ng f aci l i t i es and l i nol eum.  Korn answer ed 

t hat not hi ng coul d be done f or t he moment ,  and so t he mat t er was 

dr opped.  Tada compl ai ned about t he i nef f i ci ency of  t he r ecept i oni st s 

of  t he hospi t al .  He was t ol d by Dr .  Fur ut a t hat t hey were bei ng r e-

or gani zed.  Tada r epor t ed a r equest by Ken Tashi r o t hat t he Counci l  

hi r e f or hi m a r esponsi bl e person to t ake charge of  t he newspaper 

r epor t i ng i n Canal ,  and the Counci l  was i nst ruct ed to l ook f or such 

a per son.  Mr .  Mat suur a st at ed t hat t he Proj ect shoul d be beaut i f i ed 

and everyone agr eed.  Mr .  Mat sumur a st at ed that a cemet ery shoul d be 

set up.  Ther e was argument s as to where t hi s shoul d be and f i nal l y 
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Korn sai d i t  had al r eady been deci ded by the Proj ect Engi neer .  

Mat sumur a sai d t hat t her e shoul d be l adders i n each bl ock;  ot her 

Counci l  member s sai d t hat t hi s was danger ous.  And so,  t he meet i ng 

was adj our ned.  

I n t he meet i ng whi ch t ook pl ace on November the si xt h,  Tada,  

a Counci l man and head of  r ecreat i on i n Canal  under Gaba,  made t he 

r equest i n behal f  of  the C. A. S.  t o hol d a car ni val  dur i ng the 

communi t y af f ai r s on Thanksgi vi ng to r ai se f unds f or t he benef i t  of  

t he communi t y,  not abl y C. A. S.  Af t er some di scussi on,  i t  was accept ed 

by t he Counci l  pr ovi di ng t hat an i t emi zed l i st of  expendi t ures be 

l i st ed af t er t he event .  Thi s br i ef  st at ement and appr oval  by t he 

Communi t y Counci l ,  a mat t er whi ch was never br ought up i n bl ock meet -

i ngs f or i ndi vi dual  bl ock expr essi on,  shows how l i t t l e t he Counci l  

was r epr esent at i ve of  communi t y f eel i ng.  At no t i me i n t he communi t y 

has di sappr oval  and r esent ment at t ached i t sel f  t o any measur e as at 

t hi s car ni val .  I t  was t hought t hat her e money was bei ng needl essl y 

spent by Ni sei ,  Tada was bl amed f or ar r angi ng t he whol e t hi ng,  wi t h 

the r esul t t hat t hi s undoubt edl y was one of  t he f act or s cont r i but i ng 

to hi s assaul t .  At t hi s meet i ng,  nei t her Kor n,  Gaba,  nor Cozzens 

were pr esent .  The r esul t was t hat t he Counci l  was compl et el y be-

f uddl ed and unabl e to handl e even t he si mpl est of  i ssues.  I t  st at es 

i n t he Mi nut es,
 n

I t  was whol ehear t edl y deci ded by the Counci l  t o have 

Mr .  Cozzens or Mr .  Korn at t end our next meet i ng to assi st i n some of  

t he mat t er s br ought bef ore t he Counci l . " Most of  t he i ssues at t hi s 

meet i ng were t abl ed or di r ect ed f or appr oval  t o t he admi ni st r at i on.  

The f ol l owi ng meet i ng on November 10 was at t ended by Mr .  

Cozzens,  who set f or t h the pr obl em as t o whet her t he evacuees i n t hi s 
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communi t y woul d r ecommend the WRA to br i ng i n pr i vat e ent er pr i se t o 

t he Pr oj ect ,  and i f  so,  t he met hod of  di st r i but i on of  such pr i vat e 

wages.  Al t hough Cozzens di d not admi t so bef or e the Counci l ,  i t  had 

al ready been deci ded t hat t he camouf l age net proj ect woul d be con-

st r uct ed on t he Pr oj ect ,  and Cozzens cl ever l y st at ed bef or e the 

Counci l  t hat i nt roduct i on of  pr i vat e ent erpr i ses i nt o t he cent er was 

necessar y because the wi l l i ngness to wor k was begi nni ng to f ade,  wi t h 

t he r esul t t hat some t ype of  ent er pr i se mi ght cr eat e an i ncent i ve f or 

har d wor k.  The Counci l  agr eed.  I n gener al ,  t hi s was t he gi st of  

t he meet i ng.  

On November 19,  a meet i ng t ook pl ace,  hel d j oi nt l y bet ween 

t he Bl ock Manager s and Communi t y Counci l s of  bot h camps.  The But t e 

Counci l  had been organi zed a shor t t i me pr evi ousl y.  Thi s meet i ng 

was presi ded over by t he Chai rman of  t he But t e Counci l ,  Er i e Kawai ,  

and concerned the i ncept i on of  the camouf l age net proj ect i n t hi s 

cent er .  I t  i s not ewor t hy t hat pr i or t o t hi s meet i ng,  t here was very 

l i t t l e by way of  deci si on f or t hcomi ng f r om the Counci l  r el at i ve t o 

pr i vat e ent er pr i ses on t he Pr oj ect ,  and yet al r eady present were 

Reynol ds,  r epr esent i ng t he Sout hern Cal i f orni a Gl ass Company but 

i nt roduced t o t he meet i ng as a WRA empl oyee i n charge of  i ndust r i es 

on the Pr oj ect ;  a Mr .  Morgan f r om the U. S.  Engi neer i ng Depar t ment ;  

St ahl  r epr esent i ng t he Sout hern Cal i f or ni a Gl ass Company and who 

was i nt r oduced as such,  and Har vey Cover l ey,  Assi st ant Regi onal  

Di r ect or f r om San Fr anci sco.  St andcl i f f ,  Head of  t he I ndust r i al  

Di vi si on of  the Regi onal  Of f i ce,  was I nt r oduced by Cover l ey t o 

i nt roduce t he camouf l age net pl an.  St andcl i f f ' s r emar k I s quot ed 

as he says,  "a concret e pr oposal  to of f er you and you have the 
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pr i vi l ege of  deci di ng what to do. " He st at ed that he had obt ai ned 

t hr ough t he U. S.  Engi neer s a cont r act t o operat e a camouf l age net 

i ndust ry and t hat t he pol i cy of  t he WRA i s t hat when a pr i vat e i n-

dust r y ent er s a r el ocat i on ar ea,  i t  must pay prevai l i ng wages ei t her 

di r ect l y t o wor ker s or i t  must be pai d par t t o t he worker s and par t 

t o t he communi t y t rust f und,  pr ovi di ng that i s t he deci si on of  t he 

communi t y.  Pr evai l i ng wages are concei ved t o be si xt y cent s per 

hour ,  based on t he product i on of  a t housand square f eet of  net 

gar ni shed i n an ei ght - hour per i od.  The deci si on t o be submi t t ed t o 

t he peopl e f or t hei r consi der at i on was not whet her t he net proj ect 

shoul d be al l owed on t he Proj ect but as t o how t he money pai d as wages 

shoul d be di st r i but ed.  The Counci l  was al l owed to make no deci si on 

as to whet her t he net pr oj ect shoul d be al l owed.  I t  was l ef t t o the 

Counci l  and t he Bl ock Manager s as t o how t he accrui ng wages shoul d 

be di st r i but ed.  Thr ee separat e pl ans wer e suggest ed by Mr .  St and-

cl i f f  at t hi s meet i ng and concer ned t he cont empl at ed di st r i but i on of  

t he money ear ned by a pr oposed 960 net wor ker s.  These pl ans were 

based on the mont h of  November at a f or t y- f our hour week basi s and 

t aki ng an average of  Manzanar wher e a net proj ect had been est abl i sh-

ed.  Pl an One i s gi ven speci f i cal l y her e as are pl ans t wo and t hr ee.  

Thi s i nf ormat i on may al ready be avai l abl e,  but i t  wi l l  pr obabl y be 

wel l  t o r ei t er at e t hese pl ans her e:  Pl an One -  Al l  money goes 

di r ect l y t o wor ker i n net f act or y.  Subsi st ence deduct ed.  Dependence 

est i mat ed at one- hal f  f or each wor ker .  Subsi st ence charge of  #20. 00 

per mont h f or worker s on t he basi s of  $16. 00 per mont h f or dependent s 

and i n t hi s case $8. 00.  For t he act ual  wor ker gar ni shi ng one t housand 

square f eet f or a mont h,  sal ary r ecei ved woul d be $82. 40,  f or 1500 



- 13 -

square f eet ,  $126, 00.  Pl an Two -  deduct i ons of  charge f or 

subsi st ence t ake pl ace and WRA wages are pai d i n addi t i on.  The 

net wor ker woul d r ecei ve $16. 00 a mont h and i f  an average of  a 

t housand square f eet per day were gar ni shed,  $9. 00 i n addi t i on 

woul d be gi ven.  I f  1500 square f eet average were made,  t hen 

$14. 98 woul d be added.  Pl an Thr ee -  provi des a bonus t o t he 

i ndi vi dual  wor ker on t he proj ect and st i l l  pr ovi des a di st r i but i on 

t o al l  t he wor ker s i n t he communi t y,  al l owi ng t he same deduct i ons 

f or subsi st ence.  For t he wor ker who averages one t housadn square 

f eet a day per mont h,  he woul d r ecei ve $10. 00 i n addi t i on t o $16. 00 

basi c wage.  On t hat basi s,  he woul d get $16. 00 pl us $10. 00 pl us 

$7. 64,  whi ch woul d be di vi ded among al l  the worker s i n t he communi t y.  

Thus,  t he t ot al  woul d be $33. 64 based on one t housand square f eet .  

I t  was deci ded t hat i f  he di d more t han one t housand square f eet ,  

he woul d r ecei ve a bonus i n addi t i on to the $10. 00 of  one- t ent h of  

one cent f or al l  f eet over one t housand square f eet .  Thus,  worker s 

gar ni shi ng 1500 square f eet a day woul d r ecei ve $11. 50,  whi l e $13. 63 

woul d al so be gi ven to hi m and t o a f und f or al l  t he worker s i n t he 

communi t y.  The wor ker s woul d then recei ve $16. 00 pl us $10. 00 pl us 

$11. 50 pl us $13. 63 f or a t ot al  of  $51. 13.  I f  t hi s basi s were 

f ol l owed,  t hen appr oxi mat el y $50, 000. 00 a mont h woul d be di st r i but ed 

al l  over the communi t y on t he basi s of  one t housand square f eet ,  but 

I f  a 1500 square f eet average were made,  $96, 000. 00 woul d be di s-

t r i but ed.  I t  was deci ded t hat t hese pl ans be pl aced t o the communi t y 

by the Bl ock Manager s and t hat a di scussi on shoul d t ake pl ace and a 

pl an deci ded upon.  A number of  quest i ons were r ai sed by r epr esent a-

t i ves at t he meet i ng as t o how t hese f i gures were ar r i ved at ,  how 
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t he cont ract s were br ought up,  subsi st ence,  r ecogni t i on f or de-

pendent s,  unempl oyment ,  et c.  Answer s were gi ven to t hese quest i ons 

by t he Caucasi ans i n char ge,  wi th the resul t t hat the meet i ng was 

adj our ned and t he deci si on f or t he adopt i on of  t he pl an pendi ng.  

By t he meet i ng of  November 24,  t he Counci l  was at a l oss to 

know what to do wi t h t he t hree pl ans f or t he di st r i but i on of  sal ar y.  

The mat t er was,  t her ef or e,  t abl ed wi t h Fur ut a' s announcement of  hi s 

own r esi gnat i on as Chai r man.  Of  t he si xteen r epr esent at i ves i n 

Canal ,  some deci si on was f or t hcomi ng r el at i ve to the camouf l age net 

af t er i t  was announced t hat t he WRA had r ul ed t hat #25. 00 per mont h 

per worker onl y woul d be deduct ed r egardl ess of  dependent s.  The 

deci si on of  t he di st r i but i on of  sal ar y of  camouf l age net workers 

may be summar i zed as f ol l ows:  ten bl ocks f or Pl an Thr ee uncondi t i on-

al l y;  t hree bl ocks f or Pl an Thr ee condi t i onal l y;  one bl ock f or Pl an 

Two;  t hree bl ocks undeci ded.  The i mpor t ance of  the camouf l age net 

proj ect was super seded by i nt erest i n t he Tada assaul t case.  Cozzens 

demanded t hat t he Counci l  back hi m r el at i ve to Tada' s assai l ant and 

wi t h r el uct ance was gi ven.  Act ual l y,  Cozzens seemed to wi sh t o f i nd 

out t he wi l l  of  t he peopl e i n t he di sposi t i on of  t hi s case and was 

anxi ous f or t he Counci l  t o suppor t hi m,  because he bel i eved i t  t o 

be a r epr esent at i ve body.  

I n t he f ol l owi ng meet i ng,  i t  was deci ded t o set up a 

commi t t ee f or t he camouf l age net f act or y so as to r el i eve the 

Counci l  f r om t he necessi t y of  maki ng any deci si on wi t hout f ul l  st udy 

by an appoi nt ed commi t t ee.  By December 1,  t he f i r st of  the Bl ock 

r epr esent at i ves r esi gned and by t he next meet i ng,  December 8,  ot her 

r esi gnat i ons began to t ake pl ace.  Si x r esi gned i n t hese weeks so 
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t hat wi t h l ack of  at t endance and f ear of  communi t y pr essur es,  f ew 

were l ef t on t he Counci l .  The r esi gni ng Counoi l men were asked to 

r econsi der t hei r deci si ons,  but i n most cases no r econsi der at i on 

was gi ven and the r esi gnat i on was passed.  Fr om here on,  as t he 

r esul t of  t he unpopul ar i t y of  cer t ai n Counci l  member s,  t he deci si ons 

made by the Counci l  l acked sureness and i ndependence.  Gaba becomes 

the domi nant f i gur e i n t he Counci l ,  wi t h t he r esul t t hat as an act i ve 

l egi sl at i ve body,  t he Counci l  i s purel y i nef f ect i ve.  At t he t urn of  

t he year ,  t hi s si t uat i on remai ns unchanged.  

I n 1943,  t he f i r st meet i ng of  t he Counci l  t ook pl ace on 

J anuary 3.  Af t er the secr et ar y had sent out memor andums to ei ght 

bl ocks r equest i ng r epl acement s of  Counci l men who had r esi gned.  

Ther e was demonst r at ed gr eat r el uct ance on t he par t of  prospect i ve 

Counci l men to serve wi t h t he resul t t hat al t hough resi gnat i ons of  

Counci l men have been t aki ng pl ace al l  t hr ough t he mont h of  

December 1942,  by J anuary 3 t here was onl y one r epl acement .  

Pr i or to t hi s dat e,  one of  the most di f f i cul t  probl ems whi ch 

had conf r ont ed t he Counci l  was t hat of  t he di sposi t i on of  t he 

Communi t y Ent er pr i ses Di vi si on and i t s var i ous proposed i nnovat i ons 

i n the communi t y.  At no t i me woul d any Counci l man come out and 

speak st r ongl y agai nst t he Cooper at i ve,  but i t  appears f ai r l y obvi ous 

t hat bot h Cooper at i ves and Ent er pr i ses were made t o f eel  t he br unt 

of  communi t y di sappr oval .  Assur ances had been gi ven t o t he communi t y 

f r om t i me t o t i me t hr ough the Counci l men t hat t he Cooperat i ve whi ch 

was t o be bui l t  up on t he Communi t y Ent er pr i ses r ecei pt s was desi gned 

to be of  benef i t  t o t he communi t y.  I t  i s apparent t hat t he Counci l -

men t hemsel ves were never convi nced of  thi s i n spi t e of  f r equent 
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addresses by Shel l ey and by other l eaders i n the communi t y Ent erpr i ses 

Sect i on such as Kat o,  Kur i mi t su,  and so on.  By t hi s meet i ng,  t her ef or e,  

t he pl ans f or t he Cooperat i ve wer e br ought bef ore t he Counci l  and 

wer e recei ved wi t h some mi sgi vi ngs.  Some t i me pr evi ous,  a f i ve- man 

Advi sor y Board had been el ect ed by t he Counci l  i n Canal  to i nvest i gat e 

t he mat t er of  Communi t y Ent er pr i ses and t o car ry t hrough t he pl ans of  

set t i ng up a proposed Cooper at i ve.  Thi s f i ve- man commi t t ee set i t sel f  

up t o i nvest i gat e the mat t er of  pr i ce cont rol  i nasmuch as cant een pr i ces 

wer e bel i eved t oo excessi ve and to recommend the devel opment of  a 

communi t y Cooper at i ve.  Gab?. ,  present at t hi s meet i ng,  suggest ed t hat 

t hi s f i ve- man commi t t ee devot e i t sel f  ent i r el y t o t he mat t er of  set t i ng 

up a communi t y Cooper at i ve,  si nce t hi s was the desi r e of  t he gener al  

''IRA admi ni st r at i on,  and as usual ,  t he r ecomendat i on by the represent a-

t i ve of  t he Caucasi an st af f  was f ol l owed.  Ther ef or e,  some steps wer e 

t aken t oward the f ormul at i on of  pl ans f or a Cooper at i ve.  The ' TEA pl an,  

of  cour se,  i s and was t hat Communi t y Ent erpr i ses at present an- admi ni s-

t r at i ve sect i on woul d l ater be conver t ed i nto a communi t y Cooperat i ve 

and regul at ed by Feder al  or Ar i zona St at e l aws.  The peopl e of  t he 

communi t y,  t her ef or e,  woul d deci de on the proper di sbur sement of  

Cooperat i ve f unds.  I n order to do t hi s,  i t  was necessar y t o educat e the 

communi t y and to get al l  of  t he peopl e behi nd i t .  Ment i on was made of  

t he f act t hat a good bi t of  di ssent i on was made over t he mat t er of  the 

communi t y Cooperat i ve havi ng t o pay Federal  and/ or St at e i ncome t axes 

si nce t he communi t y st ores wer e supposed t o be f ol l owi ng the r ul es 

as set f or t h not onl y under Ar i zona St at e l ew but al so under Feder al  

l aw.  Consi derabl e unwi l l i ngness has mani f est ed i t sel f  among resi dent s 
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of  the communi t y t o pay St at e t axes i nasmuch as the peopl e consi der 

t hemsel ves as war ds of  t he Feder al  gover nment .  Thi s di scussi on l ast ed 

f or some t i me,  and t he cooperat i ve commi t t ee was request ed t o cl ar i f y 

t he mat t er f ur t her .  

I n accordance wi t h Communi t y Ent er pr i se regul at i ons as est ab-

l i shed by the 7RA,  several  i nci dent s wer e ment i oned wher e pr i vat e 

i ndust r i es had.  been set up on the Proj ect such as musi c and danci ng 

cl asses,  beaut y and barber shops,  chi r opract or s and other pr act i t i oner s,  

and the l i ke.  These ar e,  havi ng cl ashed wi t h Communi t y Ent erpr i ses 

and havi ng-  dr
c

wn i ncome away f r om the communi t y f und,  i t  was deci ded,  

to be br ought under C. A. S. ,  t hat i s t he var i ous cl asses,  and al l  

pr i vat e i ndust r i es t o be i ncorporat ed under Communi t y Ent er pr i ses.  A 

Li censi ng Commi t t ee composed of  Hof f men,  Gaba,  and Shel l ey was set up 

t o pass on t he cont i nued exi st ence of  such pr i vat e i ndust r i es.  I n 

t hi s,  as i n many ot her meet i ngs,  prot est s wer e rai sed agai nst the f ence 

around t he resi dence area and,  agai n,  t he assurance came f rom Korn 

t hat i t  was i mpossi bl e t o do anyt hi ng about the f enci ng at the t i me.  

On J anuar y 12,  Mat s todo,  r epresent at i ve of  Bl ock 26,  was 

el ect ed Chai rman of  -he Tempor ar y Counci l .  Yndo,  f ormer l y a f ar mer ,  

has a di st i nct i nt erest i n communi t y gover nment and i s not wor r i ed 

over hi s own posi t i on i n t he communi t y,  wi t h regard to I ssei  resent -

ment or vengeance.  I t  was easy t o persuade hi m t o become Chai rman and 

he has acted i n t hi s capaci t y ever si nce,  f i l l i ng t he gap l ef t by 

the r esi gnat i on of  Dr .  Fur ut a.  Ment i on was made at thi s meet i ng of  

t he t wel f t h of  t he di scussi ons whi ch had t aken pl ace bet ween the But t e 

and Canal  Cooperat i ve Commi t t ees j oi nt l y.  I t  was deci ded i n accordance 
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wi t h t he But t e pl an t hat each bl ock be accorded wi t h a del egat e to 

meet wi t h Cooperat i ve Board and be empowered to i nf orm the popul at i on 

- bout the Cooper at i ve.  I n spi t e of  t he f ormul at i on of  t hi s pl an as 

occur i ng i n ear l y J anuar y,  t hi s syst em of  del egat i on and represent at i on 

i n r el at i on to a Cooperat i ve has never been sat i sf act or i l y wor ked out 

and.  educat i onal  commi t t ees are at the present wr i t i ng,  May 1943,  st i l l  

i n t he process of  bei ng br ought t oget her to i nf orm t he popul at i on 

of  t he val ue of  t he Cooperat i ve movement .  The mat t er of  i ncome t ax,  

Feder al  and State al i ke,  f or t he Cooperat i ve was st i l l  poi nt f or 

debat e and st i l l  a cl ouded i ssue so f ar as the Counci l  was concer ned.  

Consi derabl e di scussi on t ook pl ace r el at i ve to t he l i censi ng of  t hose 

engaged i n pr i vat e i ndust r i es on t he Pr oj ect ,  and at Hof f man
f

s 

r ecommendat i on t he Counci l  agreed t hat al l  qual i f i ed persons wi shi ng 

t o obt ai n l i censes woul d have to regi st er t hr ough t he Empl oyment 

Of f i ce and to have t hei r abi l i t y to pract i ce ascer t ai ned by t he Li cen-

si ng Commi t t ee.  Groups of  evacuees ski l l ed i n si mi l ar prof essi ons woul d 

suppor t t he deci si ons of  t he Caucasi an Li censi ng Commi t t ee by passi ng 

on t he abi l i t y of  t he i ndi vi dual  t o c- r̂ry on hi s pr of essi on.  

An i nt erest i ng si del i ght on t he Chr i st i an group i s brought 

i nto t hi s meet i ng.  A Chr i st i an Counci l man,  I chi mot o,  asked whet her 

i t  woul d be possi bl e t o di scourage basket bal l  games on Sunday mor ni ngs.  

The Chr i st i an churches had prot est ed on the act i vi t y because of  t he 

decrease of  church at t endance and had made some i mpressi on by thei r 

pr ot est on t he Buddhi st chur ches.  I chi mot o propor t ed hi msel f  to have 

i nvest i gat ed the mat t er and stated t hat most of  such games wer e not 

supervi sed by the At hl et i c Depar t ment .  As at hl et i c di rect or i n addi t i on 
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to a Chr i st i an l eader ,  he resent ed t he i nf r i ngement of  spor t s and games 

on hi s own aut hor i t y.  Basket bal l  games wer e f orbi dden on Sundays 

by the At hl et i c Depor t ment but coul d not be st opped by mer e decl ar at i on.  

I n the meet i ng on J anuar y 19,  a memor andum and read f rom 

Keadl e,  t he Head of  Mess Oper at i ons,  whi ch st at ed t hat i n t he event 

o  ̂ any meet i ngs or soci al  gat her i ngs hel d i n mess hal l s other t han t hose 

act i vi t i es hel d wi t hi n t he bl ock i t sel f ,  t he C. / L. S.  shoul d be i n ormed of  

t he dat e,  t i me,  and pl ace.  Thi s gave. r i se t o t he i mpressi on that C. A. S.  

was t r yi ng to run i %ss Oper at i ons.  An at t empt was made by Gaba to cl ar i f y 

the stand of  t he C. A. S.  i n regard t o the use of  t hese f aci l i t i es,  but 

at the present wr i t i ng t here i s st i l l  di sagr eement bet ween the C. A. S.  

and Mess Operat i ons rel at i ve t o t he use of  t he mess hal l s as soci al  

gat her i ng pl aces.  At t hi s meet i ng,  a repor t was f i nal l y gi ven by the 

Cooperat i ve Commi t t ee whi ch el i ci t ed t he pl an of  t he ' -lutte Cooperat i ve 

Commi t t ee i n whi ch i t  was stated t hat a $1. 00 member shi p f ee f or any 

i ndi vi dual  woul d ent i t l e t hat i ndi vi dual  t o member shi p i n the coopera-

t i ve,  t he | 1. 00 f ee i t sel f  provi di ng a wor ki ng capi t al  f or t he Coopera-

t i ve i t sel f  excl usi ve of  t he prof i t s der i ved fror  ̂ Communi t y Ent er 

pr i ses.  The Counci l  was op osed t o t hi s,  cont endi ng that he onl y 

pr i vel eges der i ved f rom t hi s member shi p was the vo i ng power .  As t he 

member s of  a Cooperat i ve Commi t t ee had not been as yet appoi nt ed f or 

each bl ock,  But t e agai n t aki ng t he l ead,  the mat t er was tabl ed unt i l  

such appoi nt ment s coul d be made.  A.  di scussi on came up next r egardi ng 

t he f unds of  t he net f act or y whi ch wer e t o be t urned over to t he 

communi t y on a t r ust b' si s and di vi ded among al l  of  t he wor ker s i n the 

communi t y.  There wer e to be t hree t rust ees to handl e the di st r i but i on 

of  t hi s f und i n each camp,  one Caucasi an and t wo evacuees,  who - ' ere 
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t o be sel ected by the respect i ve Counci l s.  I t  was proposed t hen,  and 

t hi s proposi t i on i s st i l l  i n or der ,  t han when other expenses had been 

t aken out such as bondi ng of  t r ust ees,  cl er i cal  hel p,  and the l i ke,  t he 

bal ance of  t he surpl us f und woul d be di vi ded equal l y among the ent i r e 

popul at i on of  wor ker s accordi ng t o wor ki ng t i me put i n.  ""vhi le t hi s was 
* 

approved by the Counci l ,  candi dat es wer e sel ect ed f or t rust f und 

manager s.  I t  was deci ded t hat onl y ci t i zens coul d be t rust ees upon 

r ecommendat i on f r om t he Pr oj ect At t or ney,  Ter r y.  At the present wr i t i ng,  

t hree mont hs l at er ,  t r ust ees are st i l l  bei ng sought by the respect i ve 

Counci l s,  no evacuee bei ng wi l l i ng t o t ake t he r esponsi bi l i t y of  t he 

monet ar y di vi si on.  Consi derabl e money i s f or t hcomi ng to the wor ker s 

of  t he communi t y as the r esul t of  t he net f act or y,  but r esponsi bl e 

aut hor i t y bei ng l acki ng,  the money i s st i l l  bei ng hel d i n r eser ve.  Her e,  

agai n,  i s anot her exampl e of  t he i nef f ect i veness of  the Counci l .  

On Febr uar y 2, t he Counci l  wonder ed when the const i t ut i on woul d 

be present ed to t he peopl e f or r at i f i cat i on.  A recommendat i on was put 

i nto mot i on to send a memor andum t o Bennet t ,  Kor n,  and Ter r y to hast en 

the anal ysi s of  t he const i t ut i on.  The Counci l s are st i l l  wai t i ng and 

st i l l  wonder i ng.  Some t i me was devot ed to di scussi ng personal i t i es 

to act as net f und t r ust ees.  The Counci l  was unabl e to deci de i f  surpl us 

f unds f r om the Cooperat i ve shoul d be di st r i but ed among the r esi dent s.  

The Counci l  went on record by expressi ng i t sel f  f avorabl y i ncl i ned t o 

t he payment of  r eset t l ement expenses by the ' UA.  The mot i on was put 

i n order t o sound out the Counci l s of  t he ot her cent ers i n t hi s mat t er .  

Gaba request ed that some of  the Communi t y Ent er pr i se f unds by di rect ed 

i nto the C. A. S.  i n order t o buy equi pment ,  and t he l i ke.  Thi s has never 

been successf ul l y br ought about ,  t he C. A. S.  havi ng cl amored f or f unds 
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vi r t ual l y si nce the i ncept i on of  t he Pr oj ect .  

On Febr uar y 10,  the Counci l  expressed i t sel f  as di ssat i sf i ed 

wi t h the pr esent net f act or y pay pl an si nce a per son who put s i n wor k 

f or ei ght days and i s l egi t i mat el y absent f or two days woul d have t o 

put a cont r i but i on i nto the pool  f or t en days i nst ead of  t he ei ght days 

act ual l y wor ked.  A smal l  commi t t ee was appoi nt ed t o i nvest i gat e t hi s 

and,  agai n,  the mat t er was t abl ed.  Obj ect i on was rai sed,  to dances hel d 

i n mess hal l s 16 and 13 si nce t here wer e I ssei  pr essur es agai nst t hese 

act i vi t i es.  The Counci l  expressed i t sel f  as unabl e t o do anyt hi ng 

about t hi s.  An amusi ng si del i ght i nto how much power t he Counci l  

f el t  i t  had i s gi ven i n a st at ement as f ol l ows:  "Barber shops:  Mr .  

Yoshi da pl aced the barber shop si t uat i on bef ore the Counci l .  I t  was 

st at ed t hat i n But t e,  t he pr i vat e barber shops are doi ng more busi ness 

t han the Communi t y Ent er pr i ses shop i t sel f  and,  f ur t her mor e,  t hat l i t t l e 

coul d be done about i t . " 

On Febr uar y 16,  the mat t er of  t he quest i onai re i n regard t o 

ar my r egi st r at i on had been r ai sed.  Some cl ar i f i cat i on was gi ven to 

t he Counci l  by Ter r y as t o the meani ng of  t he quest i ons 27 and 28 on 

t he regi st rat i on quest i onai r e and each Counci l man was request ed to i n-

f orm hi s bl ock member s at a meet i ng t o j ust what t hese quest i ons meant .  

A r ecreat i on commi t t ee was set up t o i nvest i gat e the mat t er of  t he 

f ormul at ed C. A. . S.  Counci l  and to make f or great er cooperat i on bet ween 

t he Communi t y Counci l  and t he C. A. S.  At the recommendat i on of  t he 

Camouf l age Net Commi t t ee,  Ter r y suggest ed t hat a def i ni t e order f rom 

t he Counci l  be secured concerni ng t he modi f i cat i on of  t he pay pl an,  

t hi s modi f i cat i on bei ng t hat money put i nto the pool  by a wor ker shoul d 
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be reduced i n the same propor t i on as days absent f rom wor k.  

On Febr uar y 23,  t he Counci l  deci ded agai nst the f ormat i on of  

a credi t uni on.  The Const i t ut i onal  Commi ssi on gave a r epor t t hat t he 

const i t ut i onal  approval  was st i l l  pendi ng.  The Counci l  wondered whet her 

cool ers woul d be set up i n school  cl assr ooms.  I t  was deci ded t hat rat i on 

cards woul d be subj ect to t he di sposi t i on of  t he Wel f are Depar t ment f or 

shoes� 

On Mar ch 2,  t he Const i t ut i onal  Commi ssi on resi gned and handed 

i t s r esi gnat i on t o the Counci l s of  bot h camps.  The Counci l men seemed 

at l oss to underst and t hat t hi s was done i n prot est agai nst t he f act 

t hat the const i t ut i on was not submi t t ed t o the peopl e.  The Counci l  re-

quest ed t hat t he commi t t ee r emai n i n of f i ce.  Pl ans wer e brought under 

way f or a send- of f  par t y f or f ermy vol unt eer s.  Thi s send- of f  par t y was 

hel d l ater but the ar my vol unt eer s are st i l l  wai t i ng t o be sent of f .  

The Counci l  deci ded t hat pet s shoul d be r egi st er ed.  

By Mar ch 9,  t he Counci l  was st i l l  l ooki ng f or t rust ees f or 
/  

t he Camouf l age Tr ust Fund.  The Counci l  at t empt ed to make a deci si on 

as to the 34, 000,  whi ch was t hen i n t he Communi t y Ent erpr i ses Fund.  

Thi s resi due i s st i l l  undi sbursed and i n the t wo mont hs si nce,  i t  has 

pr act i cal l y doubl ed.  Throughout t hese meet i ngs,  t he Counci l ,  i f  i t  was 

successf ul  i n met i ng at al l ,  was bar el y abl e t o mai nt ai n a quor um.  Gaba,  

Hof f man,  and Kor n,  i f  pr esent ,  wer e i ncl uded i n the number of  Counci l men 

and so a quorum coul d be met .  Act ual l y,  i n most of  t he meet i ngs,  about 

hal f  of  t he Counci l men remai ned away.  The Counci l  col l ect ed money f rom 

a number of  or gani zat i ons,  cl ubs,  and the l i ke,  t o gi ve gi f t s t o t he 

depar t i ng vol unt eer s,  and t hese wer e di st r i but ed by Capt ai n Thompson,  

and the Counci l  went on record as congrat ul at i ng i t sel f  f or i t s f or esi ght .  
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The Counci l  deci ded to pl ace the const i t ut i on bef or e the peopl e and 

t o el ect a per manent Counci l  as soon as possi bl e.  The other commi t t ees 

ai ded the t empor ar y bodi es at But t e and C�nal  i n prepar i ng a r ough 

dr af t of  a l et t er to Pr esi dent Roosevel t prot est i ng agai nst t he segre-

gat i on of  Ni sei  sol di ers and aski ng t hat l oyal  ci t i zens and al i ens be 

ret urned t o t hei r Cal i f orni a homes.  Af ter appr oval  by Omachi ,  t hi s l et t er 

was sent .  

I n t he meet i ng of  Mar ch 29,  Bennet t was schedul ed to speak,  

and f or the f i r st t i me i n near l y t hree mont hs,  a l arge number of  

Counci l men .'ere pr esent ,  onl y f i ve out of  t he si xt een represent at i ve 

bl ock Counci l men bei ng absent .  Bennet t poi nt ed out t hat t here wer e 

t hree di f f i cul t i es r equi r i ng const ant wat ch and act i on:  f ood was 

adequat e but coul d not be wast edj  because of  r eset t l ement ,  the staf f  

of  ever y depar t ment was goi ng out ;  and al l  mat er i al s woul d have t o be 

conser ved.  For the f i r st t i me,  t he pl an was i nt roduced bef ore t he 

Counci l  t o have a t rai ni ng pr ogr am set up.  Thi s had been cont empl at ed 

si nce the begi nni ng of  t he year .  Thi s t r ai ni ng program was to provi de 

an apprent i ce basi s f or wor ker s and t o t r ai n var i ous i ndi vi dual s to t ake 

key j obs when t hey r eset t l e.  Hof f man and Bennet t di scussed thi s at 

l engt h and no react i on i s recorded f rom t he Counci l .  At the present 

wr i t i ng,  t hi s i s st i l l  bei ng cont empl at ed,  but no f ur t her st eps have 

been taken t o cause thi s pl an t o mat er i al i ze.  Hof f man stated t hat i n 

But t e,  i t  was- vot ed to have an Advi sory Board of  t wel ve I ssei  and Ni sei  

t o act wi t h the Counci l .  Of  t hi s t wel ve,  f our woul d be sel ect ed,  and 

t oget her wi t h the Cent ral  Bl ock Manager ,  woul d meet wi t h f i ve members 

of  the Communi t y Counci l .  Thus,  i n Canal ,  Ando was request ed t o at t end 
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t he nest Bl ock Chai rman' s meet i ng and t o ask t hem to sel ect f our 

members to act i n t he Advi sory Commi t t ee.  Thi s had al r eady been 

di scussed i n a previ ous repor t under communi t y government i n rel at i on t o 

Communi t y Ser vi ces.  Bennet t emphasi zed the f act that i f  t he consumpt i on 

of  wat er i s cont i nued,  i t  woul d be necessar y t o col l ect ever y hose 

i n camp t o conserve wat er f or dr i nki ng,  l aunder i ng,  and bat hi ng pur-

poses.  ToI t er ,  Gaba,  and Tel l es addressed the meet i ng i n regard to 

t he C. A. S.  pr ogr ams.  Af ter t he Caucasi ans had depar t ed,  t he Counci l  

vot ed t he f ol l owi ng memor anda:  to Mr .  Sawyer request i ng hi m to see 

t hat t he camp was r i d of  al l  unl i censed dogs and cat sj  t o Mr .  Bennet t 

f or screens f or bar r ack wi ndows;  to t he Sani t at i on Commi t t ee to wi pe 

dust of f  di shes af t er dust st or ms.  

On Apr i l  20,  the next meet i ng was hel d.  A r equest was made 

f or a r ai se i n the wage scal e bet ween $25. 00 and 4̂0. 00.  A di scussi on 

was hel d,  but no pl an was r eached.  The C. A. S.  under l i t er ' s di r ect i on 

pl anned t o have a Nat i onal  Boys and Gi r l s eek i n t he cent er ,  the pl an 

ent ai l i ng the management of  t he cent er by boys and gi r l s f r om the 

hi gh school s and grammar school s i n order to al l ow t he chi l dren of  

t he communi t y t o see how the communi t y i s r un.  Ful l  suppor t - as gi ven 

by t he Communi t y Counci l  f or t hi s measur e.  Dur i ng the cur rent week,  

t hat of  May 2nd,  t hi s pl an i s t aki ng ef f ect ,  bei ng i n accordance 

wi t h t he nat i onal  J apanese hol i day of  Boys Day,  May 5t h.  Var i ous 

of f i ces are bei ng hel d by st udent s f rom the school s,  f r om the Pr oj ect 

Di r ect or shi p down.  An i ssue of  t he newspaper i s bei ng gi ven out by the 

schpol s as of  Tuesday,  May 3.  

I n t he mai n,  t hese are the deci si ons whi ch conf ront ed the Counci l  

f rom i ts i ncept i on up to the present t i me.  I t  wi l l  be not ed t hat t he 
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Counci l  t ook act i on on mi nor i ssues and evaded,  f or the most par t ,  the 

manor ones,  pref er i ng t o devot e at t ent i on of  t hese i ssues to commi t t ees.  

Thr oughout t he course of  i t s exi st ence i n Canal ,  t he Counci l  has 

at t empt ed t o steer a mi ddl e course bet ween I ssei  and Ni sei  and t o avoi d 

commi t t i ng i t sel f  on si gni f i cant i ssues whi ch mi ght damage the reput a-

t i on of  i t s i ndi vi dual  member s i n t he communi t y.  The But t e Counci l  has 

been equal l y as hel pl ess,  and as soon as can be conveni ent l y ar r anged,  

a shor t resume of  i t s Fi nut es wi l l  be i ncl uded.  

Thi s mat er i al  i s consi dered t o be suppl ement ary to t hat whi ch has 

gone bef ore and to the i nf ormat i on r el at i ve t o t he const i t ut i on and 

communi t y gover nment and t o t he i nf ormat i on rel at i ve to the const i t ut i on 

and communi t y government as gi ven out by J oseph Omachi .
 T

he sl i ght 

di f f er ence i n emphasi s bet ween Canal  and l ut te must cont i nusUy be kept 

i n mi nd i n compar i ng t he powers of  t he t wo Counci l s.  I n But t e,  domi na-

t i on by the Cent ral  Bl ock Manager ' s Of f i ce has compl et el y ecl i psed the 

f unct i ons of  t he Counci l  so t hat t hei r i nf l uence has been i nsi gni f i cant 

al t hough t here has never been the same hesi t at i on or f ear mani f est ed i n But t e.  

Yet ,  at t he same t i me,  t he But te Counci l  has never come out to express 

i t sel f  on a si gni f i cant i ssue as t he Canal  Counci l  has at t i mes done.  

The But t e Counci l  has ever been t ot al l y wi t hout power .  The same 

si t uat i on has exi st ed i n bot h camps,  t hat of  t he di f f i cul t i es of  mai n-

t ai ni ng a quor um,  and t he probl ems of  meet i ng admi ni st rat i ve pressure 

have never been over come.  


