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FAMILY LIFE IN THE GILA CENTER
The Japanese family is a patriarchal institution, In modern Japan family
unity has been rigidly preserved especially in the rural communities, The ideal
Japanese family consists of a father and mother, who, with the various children,
form the household unit., As the children grow and marry, the ideal situation
is that the eldest son and his wife join the parents in their home, other sons
form new homes nearby. There is patrilocal residence so that the daughters,
when they marry, go to the town or village of their husbends, or at lsast live
near or with the husband's parents, (Sc, Embree, Suye Murae, Chapter III) The
ideal household unit consists of the father and mother, the eldest son and his
wife and children, and unmerried children of the older people, The extended
family consists of relatives of the father and mother who might be nearby, the
relatives of the wives of the sons of the family, and the other married children

who do not live in the ancestral home, These in Japan function as cooperativs

units in all matters pertinent to the welfare of the family,

In America, although the individual families are to be found, the extended
family in the true Japanese sense is often lacking, Usually the father came
from Japan alone and was joined after a time by the mother who came as a "pic-
ture bride" or who had been previously betrothed to the father in Japan, After
the father had acquired sufficient money he sent for his bride, They two, with

no other relatives in this country, formed the base of the Japanese families in
America, 1In all forms of cooperation which are remired by the family in Japan,
there wes no extended family to offer its aid, Associations were formed in
America, such as the kenjinkei, of individuals and families who could cooperate
with one another and act as the extended family would under the ideal Japanese

situation, The lack of this cooperation, the breaking of femily ties in Amerieca,
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and the cultural confliets which have arisen as the result of the contact
with Americen ways are factors which have tended to break down the rigid
femily system of Japen in the Yapanese in America, The patriarchate,. however,
still continues to exist, The father and the men of his generation, all
Issel, are active agents in causing the Nisei children to keep in line, The
father demands obedience, & certain amount of conformance with the Japenese
customs, end instills in his children a respect for Japanese precepts, This
is offset to some extent by the mother, who realizing that the children must
live in the American enviromment, is instrumental as a passive egent in curb=-
ing the stricter demands of the father, (Embree, Kona, p,32)

The attitude of the parents regarding the behavior of their children will
depend also on their own degree of acculturation in this country, Those groups
which have closely conformed to the Japsnese way while in this country, who
have kept in close touch with relatives in Japen, and who have emphasized the
language, teachings, and religion of Japan to their children, are those whose
children conform pretty closely to the Japanese standerd, Others have lost
contact with the home land and this, too, is reflected in the children by a
greater degree of Americenization, In the adherence to the Japsnese patterns

in families there are all sorts of steps and degrees representing the extent

of aceculturation, the degree of assimilation of American culture, It appears

that in the rural American-Japanese there has been a closer adherence to the

ideel Japesnese pattern, Because at Gila the population is predominantly rural
the general aspect of the community seems to conform more closely with the

Japenese way, This is especially true of the Turlock group, A greater degree
of urbanizatiqm’among the Tulare group has presented a seemingly greater degree

of sdoption of Americen ways, Generelly, et Gila the femily situation is as fole

lows:
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Family organization: In observing the orgenization of the femily, it is necessary

to return to the question of housing., In the pre-evacuation situation, patri=
local residence h,d broken down with the result that elder sonms infrequently

returned home with their brides, evem though they usually brought the bride to

the town in which they themselves had been born esnd reared, Hence, even though

the family did not live together, the sons and their wives lived near their
own parents, There was apparently an attempt to avoid living with the parents
themselves, the reason apparently being that there wes an attempt to avoid

all conflicts which arise out of Issei-Nisei relationships, These conflicts
will be%ouched upon presently, Naturally, in both the essembly centers and in
the relocation centers family members banded together, At Gila, with its over-
crowded housing conditions it was oftep necessary to ask that all members of a
family live together, There were no arrangements for couples, Thus it often
accurred that Issei parents or a single parent had to be teken in with the younger
married people, At Gila I mention that the Issei predominated, Numerically,
-the Nisei are‘'in the majority, The attitudes of the Issei, the conforming to
the Japanese way, Issei thought, end Issei ideologies are in the maejority, The
Nisei, numerically strong, constitute the focal point of the household unit,
Thus the average household centers around the married Nisei couple,

The average number in the family at Gila runs between four and five indivi=
duals, Certein Nisei couples h;ve separated themselves from their parents and
live with other couples in a single apartment., Some very large families as
sometimes occur with an Issei couple and a number of teen=-age children may
take two espartments, The average number of individuals to an apartment runs to
about five, Every small apartment must have at least five residents, The few

exceptions in both directions make five a fair average number, An average Nisei
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elect to live with either girl's or boy's parents or they may

couple may/%dke e widowed parent in with them,

Two Nisei couples, related,

o8 brother and sister with their respective mates, may live with the older

people,

may constitute the household,

There may be children of the Nisei couple; these with Issei relatives

Households very in number and size of course,

but the central point for all household control seems to lie in the married

Nisei or in ummarried older Nisei who can act as heads of the family in dealing

with the administration,

By way of illustration, a typical barrack may be chosen to give an

exsmple of residence at Gila,

Apartment A

Father (head)
Mother

Apartment B

Mother

Apartment C

Issel couple
Husband's brother
(urmarried)

Apartment D
(large)

Issei couple
Brother
Sigster of woman

Son (22)
Daughter (20)

Son (28) (heed)
Son's wife

Nisei couple
(unrelated to

Couple's daughter
Her husband

Three children
(10, 8, 7)

Son (17)
Son (15)

Daughter (24)
‘Daughter's husband
Son's child (3}

above )
Child (4)
Child (28)

Combinetions like those above occur throughout the camp, To be sure,
there are many other household combinations but the above represents a fair
average, Frequently, unattached Issei, particularly women, will live with a
family, Unattached Issei men are usually assigned to single men' s barracks,
Hegdship in the family no longer depends on the application of the Japanese
petriarchate, Scme conflicts have arisen over the assumption of family head-

ship by younger members, This will be touched upon presently, The crowded

housing conditions have made it impossible to preserve the arranzements of the

pre-evacuation period, For every family an adjustment to these conditions has
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hgs been necessary, The sense of corfinement, the fact that there is consider=
able discomfit as the result of the overerowding and the faect that varying
ideologies are being brought into contact more freguently than formerly have
given rise in meny cases to confliets which are instrumental in disrupting family
uni ty,

At the Gile Center, the Japanese pattern is followed to a large extent
in that each family or household group has a head, an individual respected by
the femily who is looked to for guidance, The family head may be the father
and usually is, It has been necessary for the administration to deal with the
families through children rather than the actual family head because of the
language difficulty and the fact that the younger people are able to assimilate
an idea and act upon it more quickly than the older, In cases where an Issei
head of a family may, in pre-evacustion days, have exercised considergble striect

control over the family, ome result of evacuation has been that this patri=

archal position has been eclipsed by a younger member of the family group. Thus

the older and younger head mey vie with one another in attempting to maintein

control over +the femily, Considerable attention is paid to the matter of head-
gship in the family. To the evacuees someone must pass on the proposed doings

of the group and the respected family head is in this position mocording to the
Japanese pattern, The administration too must have individuals with whom it

can deal in the matter of handling family problems, On the administrative list
of families the group is listed under the name of the individual who is con-
sidered to be the head., This may be the actual family head of the pre-evacuation
gset-up or it may be an individual selected by the administration to represent
the femily in question for the reasons outlined above. The latter case may

give cause for resentment end conflict on the part of the older members of the
family,

In Jepan femily hepdship may be resigned after the father passes his 60th
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year, In this case the eldest son becomes responsible for the actions of the
family, Something of this situation exists in America as well and is seen
occasionally at Gila, Such old people, men and women both, feel themselves
relieved of responsibilities at this age and pass these responsibilities on to
their children., After 60, the older people are free to resign the headship

of the family group, At Gile such older people do not feel obliged to work

or to engage in activities which would call for the assumption of some respon-
sibility, They visit with one another, the women gossip and sew, the men talk
and pley go or cerds, The headship of the family is then invested in the eldest
son, But it often occurs that the son, being a Nisei, has ideas which conflict
with those of his parents, A father who has passed the headship of the family

on to his eldest son may discover that this individual does not meet the

standards required by en ideal Japenese situation, The son is American in

thought, spesch, and actions; he does not exhibit the respect for the elders
nor does he adhere to the Japanese scheme of politeness and dignity. In such
cases the father will emerge from his retirement as family head and between
the two a conflict will rise, ;ach believing himself more capable to administer
the needs of the family, It is true that such difficulties arose in pre-
evacuation times but with greater freedom of motion and with the frequence
of separste residence the situation did not have the seame import. The crowded
housing conditions have given rise to family conflicts which otherwise need not
have ocourred,

Frequently, in such cases, the mother will emerge in the role of an
intermediary between father and son, Her passive position in the household
makes it easier for her to understend the difficulties which confront her

male reletives. In cases where the father is still a young and vigorous man
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he has usually retained fhe femily headship and the conflicts as mentioned above
do not ococur,

In many families the father is dead or has been interned and is not with
the family, The family headship then develves upon the younger people, the elder

son assuming family control, The mother usually acts as an influence toward

maintaining a preservation of the Japenese way, She is quick to advise thehead

of the family and to express her own wishes on the basis of the cultural pattern

to which she is used, An extreme case of conflict was noted im this regard,

A boy, 19 years of age, was obliged to live with his mother and younger sigers,

the father being interned, The boy felt that it was up to him to act as family

head, With the family were two older people, friemnds of the mother, The boy

attempted to have themmoved out in order to alleviate the crowded housing condi=

tions facing the femily., The mother disapproved strongly, realizing that the

family would then be below the housing quota and that some other individuals

would then move in with them. The boy felt that he was not being accorded

freedom in managing the affairs of the family, There were bitter words between _

Finally, the son ordered the mother out of the house, throwing her bagzage in thestreet,

mother and son./’The son, resentful and sullen, was called before the welfare ;

councillor, He was made to understand that under the circumstances as they

then were, no rearranganantﬂcould be made for the family's housing, He requested

that he be allowed to live with the single men in the single men's barracks,

He was placed there temporarily until some arrangement could be made for the family,
Nisei families have expressed some difficulty in the matter of living

harmoniously with in-laws, In such cases the loyalty of the son or daughter is

divided between parents and spouse and additional family conflicts arise,

Several such cases csme to my attemtion, In one, that of the Y, family, a mare

ried Nisei woman had been obliged to live with her husband, his mother and sister

in a single apartment, The young woman, being very Americanized in her attitudes
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resented the patronizing attitude of her mother-in-law, The boy was divided
in his affections between his mother and his wife and could not seem to make é
satisfactory adjustment which would help them to live together amicably, At
last, though his wife's insistence, he arreed to move eway from his mother
and live with some other family with his wife, The mother was extremely resent=
ful and tended to blame the wife for taking her son away from her, Although
the families are not now living together, the mother contipually reproaches
her son for marrying an "undutiful wife," The attitude on the part of some
of the Nisei to break awasy from the Japanese way of life only accentuates such
resentments, In the above case the young woman concerned heartily resented her
mother-in-law's insistence that she act as a Japanese wife, Technically, the son
is head of the family. His headship is curtailed by the fact that the normal
Japanese pattern demands respect for the wishes of the parents, He camnot
accede to his wife's demands without infringing on his mother's wishes, In order
to be & good son in her syes he must attempt to meet her demands, The wife,
resentful of these demands, is often in doubt as to her affection for her hus=
band, accusing him, when he a ttempts to consider his mother's requests?‘avorably
of being a "Jap, & "Yahbo", and a weakling, Such family disorganization, the
result of cultural conflict rising out of closer family contact than formerly,
is of very frecuent occurrence between Issei end Nisei, The Y cgse of course
has been satisfactorily settled, It seems that if more privacy for families
were allowed, the greater portion of these difficulties would not occur,

They seem to stem from the fact that femilies are obliged to live inwry close

contact, too close, iﬁ¥act, for their own comfort, Suech a factor only accentuates

the differences in generations which have arisen,
The confliets which I have mentioned above occur with considerable fre=

quency throughout Gila Center, However, it is not to be understood that the
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of Issei-Nisei struggles, On the contrary, it is very likely
family has become disorganized as a result/that the attempts on the parts of
all members of the family to enforce family solidarity make for the misunder=-
stgndings which do take place, Actually, there is a definite sense of family
loyalty, each member acting as he thinks best to further the family's advantage.
Despite the cultural differences between the two generations, family integrity
is well preserved, It is because families feel this sense of ioyalty to the
individual members that definite attempts to keep the family group in tact
are made, There is a conscious effort being made in these early stages of the
development of the Gile community to avoid the assumption of new responsibilities
on the part of members of the family, This may be one of the faetors explaining
the fact that so few marriages have taken place in the first three months of
the Gila colony,

It is true that a good meny marriages took place in the wesks just
prior to evacuation, People who had been betrothed were quick to take advantage
of the economic stability offered by evacuation, There were on the other hand,
many individuals who considered first the position of their respective families
and the affect of their proposed marriasge on the family group, Some felt that
family unity would be seriously disrupted if they were to leave the family
group at that time, There are thus many couples who are engaged and who as yet
do not feel free to take the step into marriage,

Because of the close adherence to Japanese customs on the part of the

Issei and the fact that this group dominates the social scene, most of the families,

even the Christian Japanese, insist on the employment of baishalunin in ar-

ranging prospective marriages, It has been elsewhere mentioned thatthe families
at Gila come from varying rural areas and that there wes not a great deal of
association in pre=evacuation days between them, The problems of arranging mar=
riages are made difficult because in many cases the older associations of

kenjinkai, of pre-evacuation locality, etc, are now broken up, The very un=-
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settled conditions in the cemp areagainst the formation of new ties through
marriage, Only two marriages have teken place at Gila so far, These were
civil ceremonies lacking the association of Japanese elements which would be
necessary in marriages arran%ed or carried out in the Japanese mamner, Thus no

religious services have as yet taken place at Gila with regard to marriages,

Naturally, as the camp develops and a social life is able to get under

way, associations are being formed by the young people which may in many cases

culminate in marriage, The various social activities such as dances, picniecs,
social get-togethers of all kinds bring together boys and girls who then court,
"20 steady" and the like, It is true thet the majority of the Issei are op-
posed to "puppy love" associations among the young people, The dances, as

en expression for sociability among the young people, were vigorously opposed,
Some femilies claimed that their sons and daughters were not coming directly

home after the dances, which end at 11:00 p.m, on Saturdays, After social events
many young people go out to the ditch banks, the so-called "Lovers' Lane' Love
making of this kind is ebhorrent to the mejority of Issei who regard "necking"

as virtually & cardinal sin, The cammunity council has suggested a curfew of
teen age children so as to prevent associations of this kind, Young men and
women frequently walk about the cemp arm in arm after dark, I have heard this
severely criticized by many of the Issei as immoral, Here again a conflict arises,
Most of the Nisei want tochoose their own mates and carry on their love making

in the American way, The bulk of the Issei want the young people to remain at
home with the family and, if they marry, to submit to the choice of the family
end the arrangements by the baishakunin, Even though a young couple, perhaps
contemplating marriage has the full consent of both families concerned, their

courtship must have a certain clandestine air about it in order to ward off

the gossip which many Issei attach to all associations of this kind,
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It has been mentioned that only two marriages have taken place at Gila,
both of which were according to civil ceremony, In both cases the young people
did not have marked family associations, In the first marrisge, the young man
was at Gila alone while the young woman's femily had been subjected to a great
deal of Americanization., There was thus no opposition on the part of the girl's
family to the match, In one barrack en apartment was set aside as a honeymoon
cottage and furnished through the efforts of Mrs. E.R. Smith, former councillor
of community welfare, The marriege took place there and the first couple to
be married were allowed two weeks of privacy before having to join the group

with which they had elected to live, in this case, the wife's family., A

Ceucasian justice of the peace performed the ceremony. The 1license must be

procured at the county%eat and brought to the camp for the ceremony,

In the second marriage a degree of secrecy was preserved, The young
couple had been living together before evacuation and had passed themselves off
as married, In order to avoid the sigma of their position they requested
that only Caucasians be present, After the ceremony they stated that they wished
to move over to Camp II in order to be away from their friends and relatives,

No Jepanese attended this wedding, There was no celebration of eny kind for it.
The first wedding did call for a certain amount of celebration on the part of the
friends of the young couple, The honeymoon cottage has given rise to numerous
objections on the parts of the people who live near it, The first couple who
were married and lived in it had a daily round of parties and much given to enter=-
tainment, The neighbors objected on the ground that it was too noisy and the
block manager had to close it, Whether any further marrieges will be accorded
the privacy of a honeymoon cottage is a question as yet unanswered,

The %deal Japanese marriage is, according to one informent, a state of

Isome no chigiri, a brother-sister relationship, an ideal of companionship,
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Out of this relationship family life is esteblished, The husband is master
of the house, its economic administrator, end the leader of the family, The
wife supplements his position as mistress of the household, Such an arrange-
ment allots a division of position to each family member, TUnder the ideal
Japanese system this functions well, Inthis country, as the result of dis=-
organization, some Japanese marriesges have not preserved the peace and calm
incumbent on them under the Japenese system, Divorces in this country have
been frequent among the Japanese., Following evacuation, such divorces or plans
for divorce have increased considerably, There have been five applications for
divorce in the center at Gila thus far, As yet nothing cen be done by way of
instituting the proper legal procedure, Arizona law recuires a full year of
residence before allowing divorce proceedings to be begqn. The case of the
Goto femily is a good example of disorgenizetion in merriage,

Mrs, Goto is 36, Her husband is a man of 41 by whom she had two sons,
aged 14 and 16, Just prior to evacuation she had formed an association
with a younger man, sged 29, She and her lover had registered as a family
unit, Mrs, Goto having left her husband and childrem, At Turlock they had at-
tempted to live together but gossip in thatcommunityfgrlvented them from living
together, She gccordingly went to live with a caisin while at Turlock, Upon
evacuation to Gila she went to the community welfare counsellor and requested
a divorce on the ground that her husband had been a drunkgrd., Reports on the
case from the W,.C,C,A., welfare files showed that the husband had not been
alcoholic,  Mr, Goto and his two sons had lived in the singlemen's dormitory
at Turlock and continued with this arrangement at Gila, Mrs, Coto o ntinued
to live with her relatives at Gila also, In the meantime she had been continually
seeing her lover, When told by the welfare councillor that it would be im=
possible for her to obtain a divorce until she had satisfied the years residence

requirement, she asked that she end her lover be allowed to live as a family
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unit, This was denied ingsmuch as the lover was also living as a single man in
a dormitory and the status proposed could have no legal sanction, An attempt
wes made by Mrs, Smith to alleviate some of the difficulties for the two boys
whom Mrs, Goto had completely abandoned, Attempts were made to reconcile Mr,
and Mrs, Goto, Reconciliation could not be effected however., Mrs, Goto reguested
that she and her paramour be transferred to Manzanear, She had relatives there,
but her lover did not, Hence both could not be trensferred, She became very
angry and blemed her husband for her situation, ©She again insisted onbeing
given a divorce, Although an appeal was made to her on the ground that reconcil-
jstion with her husband would be best for her children, she would not give up
her lover, Go=betweens were employed to help effect a reconciliation and to
rid the woman of her delusions with regard to her lover, who now, tiring of her,
and fearing the gossip which had spread throughout the camp, had abandoned her,
Shewuld not listen to go-betweens, the same baishakunin who had arranged the
marriage and were responsible for its success, At last, finding that she no
longer could count on the attentions of her younger lover, she consented to taking
hér sons end husband back, The husband agreed, When she heard of hisagreement
however, she backed down and refused to live with him, The boys have been taken
together with their father to a household away from the somewhat demoralizing
atmosphere of the single mens' barrecks, Mrs, Goto has been moved over to the
other camp, eway from her family and away from any such attentions as her lover
might now care to give her, The lover is a police warden and was told by MNr,
Fredericks thet if he  persisted in stirring up gossip about Mrs, Goto and him=-
self, he could not keep his position., He continues to live away from Mrs, Goto
in Cemp I, Whether the couple will be allowed their divorce after the allotted

year is a question,
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It is interesting that the baishakunin are responsible for marrisges
arranged by them, They are careful to make every effort to preserve their own

integrity as matchmakers and it is up to them to mediate in cases of disagree=-

ment,

Every Japanese family is anxious to have sons. Among Christisn families

the need for sons is not so great because it is not any longer necessary to

have sons who might ocarry on the family name and do honor to the ancestral
tablets, Yet Christians desire male children as much as do any other of the
Japanese groups, Eighteen births have occurred st Gila up until October 1,
Naturelly, confinement tekes place in the hospital and attention is given by

the Japanese doctors, One of the nurses told me thet a womean was consoled by
relatives because she had given birth to a daughter. "She will pave the way

for the male children to come," they said, I have observed that this statement
isusually made when a daughter is born, Embree mentions it as being made also

in Kumemoto, One man whose wife had given birth to her first son had a party

for his friends, placing a paper carp flag above his door, The man told me that
he wanted to serve beer or sske but that he had to be content with the soft drinks
from the canteen, After a birth, the hospital halls are crowded with relatives
and friends who come to see the baby whether boy or girl, Children are generally
liked and sought after,

Some of the conflicts which have arisen between parent and child have
already been mentioned, especially those which occur between older parents and
grown children, The younger children run about end play and are subject to the
rules laid down by their parents, The children are amiable and in the main
well behaved, Some concern has been expressed by parents who do not like to

see the children idle., Now that the school system has begun to function there
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is little doubt that all of the younger children will be occupied for most of

the day, Even those below schoo lage are sent to nursery school, Among the

children I have noticed that sometimes in dealing with the parents a temper
tantrum will be thrown, This will oeccur freguently in the store whan a child
desires some object, In such cases the parent disregards the child, making
little or no attempt to placate it, If the child continues to cry, the parent
may very often accede to its recuest and obtain for it the desired article,

I have not seen children punished for exhibitions of temper, The more American=
ized Nisei may slap or spank their children, This, I noticed, occurs very in=-

frequently, The Japanese custom of (?), plecing a cone of incense

on the child's bare back or buttocks and lighting it, making the child remain
in the proper position until it burns down, occurs sometimes at Gile in cases
where children have been especially bad, The Americanized Nisei say that this
is barbarous but some Issei still do it, In the matter of punishment the
Japenese pattern comes out very clearly., The children are threatened with ridi-
cule, a very effective means of keeping them in line,

Except for the one case of a man giving a party in honor of his first son,
I heve not noticed that there are any demonstrations at birth, The family and
friends merely come in to inspect the baby and to extend their good wishes to
the mother, The Buddhist priest, I was told, did come in to bless the new
baby in several cases, I did not see a priest in the hospital at any time so
was unable to observe the cerawnial pattern followed,

In accordance with the Japanese concept of marriage, that of a brother=
sister relationship, there are few outward demonstrations of affection between
husband and wife, Among the Issei, in fact, there are no such demonstrationms,
It is only on rare occasions that a man is seen with his wife in public., In

going to the mess hall, for example, it is noted that the Issei men precede their
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wives snd children and walk shead with members of their own male social group.
The wives band together end walk behind, Once in the mess hall, however, the
femily may sit together, the husband next to his wife or facing her, Some

of the Nisei who have been resred in enviromments conducive to the maintenenoce
of the 01d World ways also behave in this menner toward their wives. Such men
simply ermounce to their wives their wishes and they are generally obeyed, I
have visited numerous houses where the husband, perhaps on leaving to go some=
where with me, will simply ennounce to his wife; "I'm going out," This is ap=
parently accepted as part of the husband's prerogative, There are the American=
ized Nisei who do admit outward demonstrations of affection, A young married
or engaged couple will be seen together often walking hand in hand, Most Issei

believe this a shameful demonstration and sometimes make pointed remarks in the

presence of such a couple, It is held that an individual simply does not act

in this way toward his wife,

It is interesting to note how this attitude of disapproval of demonstra=-
tions of affection is carried out, Many Issei men have been separated from
their families and been interned in the varicus internment cemps through the
Department of Justice, Some of them are being paroled and allowed to join their
femilies in ‘+the relocation centers, Many of these parolees have been in the
internment camps since February or March and are only now allowed to see their
femilies., As they come in they are usually greeted by their wives, The only
selutetion permitted however, is a deep bow or a hand clasp. All the members of
the family line up, the paroled man bows first to his wife, then to the other
felatives who happen to be present and lastly to his children, I noticed one

case of & man whose wife hed given birth to & baby during the man's absence,
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The man followed the pattern of bows to his relatives end then was shown the baby,
It would have been bad taste for him to meke any to=-do over it, It was a girl
child, He looked at it momentarily smiled at it, and went about the tesk of
unpacking his luggege from the car that had brought him, Quite different is the
demonstration by the more Americenized Japenese, They are for the most rart
not adverse to kissing as a form of greeting, This happens only infreguently
however. Issei disapproval of such "immorality" is too strong. The more pro=-
gressive Nisei, however, are not adverse to embracing at a reunion in spite of
the neighbors' disapproval,

As formalized as the pattern at reunion is;however, it is quite different
at parting, Students travelling on militery permits to eastern schools, older
men leaving for employment outside in non-restricted areas and some others
call for large crowds to give the proper send-off, The members of thetraveller's
family weep loudly, wringing their hands and contorting their faces in agonies
of despair, The one departing also is very quick with his tears, Even in such
cases, however, there is rarely a departure from the accepted pattern of de=
monstration of affection., A son on parting may bow and shake hands with his
parents even though both son and = rents are weeping loudly. Great concern
is shown over separation or departure,

In sccordance with this pattern a great deel of concern in cases of
death is manifested, All immediate members of the family are expected to weep

bitterly to show their grief, Undoubtedly, most of such grief is genuine, I

did see a case where a brotheqff Issei parents had died in a sanitarium in Cel if-

ornis, The nieces, girls of about 15, upon hearing the news with the parents
burst into tears, The nieces of the deceased, however, in their curiosity about

the death of an uncle whom, as I later discovered, they had hardly known, would
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forget periodically to ory and look curiously at me, the bearer of the news,
I think that this demonstrates fairly well the fact that such exhibitions of
grief are a part of a cul tural complex, There is no doubt that E:i:ﬁﬁs in
most cases quite genuine but the cultural pattern calls for outward mani-
festations of woe at death and at parting,

Some attention has been paid to the matter of outward demonstrations
of affection/g:ief. The voint is important, I think, because this pattern of
expression is one which persists to a greater degree than meny others, Even
among the most Americanized families these expressions are retained, Some of
the more progressive Nisei are breaking away from this pattern and are follow=
ing to a greater extent western expressions of affection and grief, These
individuals are,however, in the minority,

On the whole it seems that the Japanese family even in America is an
exceedingly well-knit unit, for the most part keeping iniﬁact family loyalties

and integrity, Evacuation and the deplorable housing conditions at Gila have

been instrumental to a great extent in keeping the unity of families intact

or even accentuating it, Inkpite of conflicts resulting from the applications
|

of different cultural systéms, the Gila femilies present on the whole an un=-
divided front, The few cases mentioned above of family disunity have been
noised about the ceamp as shocking, unseemly ways of behavior, Public opinion
does much to keep the individuals in the family in line and to effect the pre=

servation of family unity,
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