Sy

ARMY BENLISTUMENT AND REGISTRAT ION

The disturbances in Poston and Manzanar apparentli were not forgotten by
either the Army or the Congress. Davis McEntire mentioned when he was here that
these disturbances were having somewhat of a beneficial effect, éb far as the
Jepanese communities were concerned, in that thinking people in this country were
beginﬁan to jake hold of the idea that not all of the Japﬁneae were pro=-Axis or
pro-Japan. On the contrary, these disturbances showed that there were those
Japanese who were'inéensely loyal and patriotic. The affect_of‘such disturbances
was, therefore, that it was generally agreed that segregation should take placg
and that the loyal Japanese should be offered an opportunity to prove their loyal-
ty by serving in defense work and in the grmed forces. It has been agreed that
segregation is necessary, and that this segregation should have taken place prior
to evacuation. . A result of the propaganda which for some time had been dissemi-
natﬁég by the protagonists of the Japanese Americans and, perhﬁps, as a direct
result of these Manzanar and Poston disturbances, was the favorable consideration
by the Army of the enlistment and drafting of Nisei.

The JhCL, the only organization of and by the Nisei, had in its November
convention in 1942 taken a favorable stand with regard to enlistment and the
opening of the draft to the Wisei, basing sucﬁ a stand on the arguments that in-
asmuch as there waré loyal citizen Japesnese, the same privileges should be ex-
tended to them as to other Americans. Although the JACL had taken this stand,
it has also been agreed that they were’not instrumental in bringing the move
about, but, rather, that they served to substentiete the Army's decision to al-
low the formation of Nisei battalions and the entramece by volunteer enlistment
of the Nisei in the armed forces, a circumstance which points to eventual in-
voluntary drafting of Nisei.

Recently, in Washiﬁgton, representatives were called from the ten reloce-

tion centers in order to discuss with high Army officimls the possibility end
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ndvisability.of allowing Nisei to enlist. At these mpetinga it was decided that
in eddition to the opening up of volunteer enlistment, registration of a1l indi-
yidusals between 17 and 38 would take place so fhat an accurate tab could 59 kapt'
of not only employment possibilities for the war effort but alsé so that the
business of segregation could be brought und;r way. Against the advice of the

WRA personnal, the Army declded on & two-fold course: it would, at the seme time,

open up volunteer enlistment and effect the necessary reglstration. A ten-day
course of instructions was given to these WRA officials so that they could aid

the Army in facilitating this registration and enlistment., The so-called Leave

officer, that is to say the individual concerned with obtaining leave clearances

and arranging for the entrance of Japanese from the relocation centers into pri-
vate employment in the Middle West end elsewhere, wes the usuai representative of
the WRA from the relocation centers at these Washington mestings. John Landward,
Leave Officer of this project, returned from Washingbton early in February, 1943,
after having become acquainted with thé program contemplated by the Arﬁy.
Simulteneously in ell ten reldcation centers, identicael crews of Army
personnel were brought in. They were to accept récruits for ‘the Army and to ef-
fect registration of the age group mentioned. Only those who have applied for
repatriation are to be excluded from the registration. The purpose of the re-
gistration, generally, is to provide a source of man power for defense industries
and to clarify the situation of loyalty as e prelude to selective induction of
Nisei in this age group. Although the Leave Officers at this meeting in Waeshing-
ton deplored the fact that registration and volunteer enlistment would take place
at the same time’ /fﬂe Army refus;d to reconsider its stand and brought sbout the
policy of "killing two birds with one stone." Thus, these Army men have met with
1ack of success from the very beginning because of the confusion in the minds of
the evacuees not only here at Gils but raportedly at other projecis as well Ws cﬂg
the volunteer enlistment and registration, The idea is, an idea which has not

been entirely dispelled, that registration of this compulsory nature is tantamount
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to Army enlistment. Most of the Issei are of the opinion that if their soms gnd
daughters register, they will be subject to being impressed into the Army eor

else subject to a labor drafty aﬁ&_it would take them away from their femilies,
forcing them to work in defense industries. This fear will be discussed later in
regard to community sentimenits concerning this subject,

This dusl issue has thus 4e-clouded the minds of most of the evacuee
population. It is not to be forgotten that the Army personnel here are to bring
across to everyone in the communify two facts. The first of these is that the
registration is solely for the purposes of tabulating the available manpowers
The second is to promote propaganda for the enlistment of the Nisei into the Nisei
combat battalion which is now being formed. It is true that there is already an

all-Nisei combet battalion made up largely of Hawaiian Japanese. This is the

100th Infantry, which islstationed'in Missouri. The battalion formed, however,

will be made up mainly of Japanese from the relocation centers. It is difficult
for even the objective cbgerver to dissociate these two ideas and to keep them
clearly in mind,

The Army personnel arrived at the ceanters on the 8th of February e&nd im=-
mediately began the process of bringing their idea across to the evacuee populs-
tion, Each center was mssigned & crew of Army men who consisted of the fol}owing:
s commissioned officer in charge of the general program of registration and re-
eruitmenty in the case of BGila, this wes Captein Thompson, assigned from the di-
vision of Army recruiting. This officer is eided by two sergeants, one Japanese
end one Caucasion, and the general mechanics of detail are taken care of by a
staff corporal, elso a Caucasion. In Gila, Captain TﬁOmpson and his crew attempted
gt first to bring across the idea of the necessity for enlistment, pointing out
that & quota had been set for enlistees from the relocation centers. This quota
for the ten relocation centers is, alﬁhough there are cénflicting reports on it,
3500. 1In this case, between 300 and 350 are expected to volunteer for Army serv-

jce at Gila. The officers at first concerned themselves with effecting Army en-
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listment, mentioning only secondarily the fact that compulsory registration would
also take place. Of.course, the arrival of these officers had been preceded by a
good deal of publicity. The initial announcement that the Japanese would be ad-
mitted into the armed forces received considerable write-up in the Gila newspaper.
It had, furthermore, been stressed in newspapers acrﬁss the country. The Army
believed, spparently, that there would be no difficulty in the matter of regis-
tration, being uneble to forsee the confusion which has resulted over the two
jgsues. In the initisl publicity, following the arrival of tne Army personuel,
much was made over tne matier of enlistment, and it was not until eanlistment and
compulsory registration were_mentiéned together thnat pudblic opinion arose against
both issues. Previously, publicity had been given to registration as well, but
the evacuees in general were emenable to registration of this kind. They did not
particularly opboae to enlistment except that the JACL was held responsible for
bringing this situation about. It is true that there was opposition to enlistment,
but it was not, prior to the arrivael of the Army officers, concerted smong the
center residents,

An all-Nisei combat unit is believed necessary by the Army but has been
gseverely criticized by the evecuees who say thet this is facial discrimination,
The Army's answer to‘thiq criticism, which has been leveled time and agein, is
that en mll-Nisei combat unit which might distinguish itself in an African cem-
peign could do much for the future of the Japanese in this country, molding
Americen opinion in thet it would become favorable to the Japanese people. The
Army personnel here correctly believed it essential to bring across to the people
the idea of the necessity for enlistment, the fact that if the quota of 3500 for
the ten relocation centers was not met,rthe result might be very catestrophic so
fer as mdministrative end public opinion were concerned. Adverse public opinion
on the ground that too few of the Nisei volunteered in the Army might seriously

effect & relocetion progrem and a post-war settlement of the people of this
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minority group. It hes been repeatedly mentioned by Captein Thompson that the

previous disputes must be forgotten in order to teke into consideration the im=-

port of the problem at hand. It has been pointed out that the future, not the

past, is at stake. Public opinion can control and effect the role which the
Japanese are to play in America in the future, and if this public opinion is ad-
verse, the loyal Niséi may find themselves in an unpleesant position. This,
generally, was the propegende which was voiced by the Army officials end Project
Director, Mr. Bennett, in order to make the younger Nisei see the advisgbility
of enlisting in the armed forces. Registration was made a secondary issue, and
this proved to be & very grave error.

In coming in, the Army personnel did not expect to meet with concerted
opposition. The edministrative officers themselves were of the opinion thet el-
thbugh there might be opposition, in the main, there would be cooperation. No
one expected to find the terrific opposition which was reised by a number of
groups in the center. Keeping the two separate functions which the Army had to
perform, in mind, it will be well to examine in detail the effects of their men-
tion in the Gile Community.

In the recruitment progrem, they expected to reach only a few people; in
the registration program, they expected to take in everyone in the specified age
group. This registration beceme more significent than the actual recruitment.
The registration for h:;:i:fnou takes place on a new division of Selective Serv-
jce Form 304-A, "Statement of a United States Citizen of Jepanese Ancesiry," a
form which was prepared January 23, 1943, In genersl this questionnaire concerns
general information regarding the individuel end is fairly analagqus to any sim-
ilar registration form with one or two exceptions. Thése exceptions mre concerned
with the registretion with any Japanese agency which might meke for the dual citi-
zenship of the individual or if duel citizenship has been cancelled. Another
question concerns the mpplication for repstriation to Japan, while still another

requests a statement as to the individual‘®s knowledge of the Japanese language.
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Another, relatives in Japasn, and so on. These questions are not considered particu-
larly demeging by those who are obliged to fill out the form, and no particular
controversy has arisen over them. The last two questions on the form, however,
questions 27 and 28, have been the source of ome of the bitterest struggles which
has, as I said, taken place in this, and es the writer understands, other reloca-
tion centers. Question 27 states, "Are you willing to serve in the armed forces
of the United-Statea on combat duty wherever ordered?” and question 28 states,
"Will you swear unquelified allegiance to the United States of America &nd faith-
fully defend the United States from any or ell attack by foreign or domestic
forces and foresweer any form of sllegiance or obedience to the Japanese emperor
or sny other foreign government, power or organization?" The objection to the
move on the part of the Army to open up the armed forces to the Wisei centered it-

lnnocvems,
gelf around these two questzons)wh:.ch S appear,mnﬁau ags ones which every

has
Americen citizen must enswer, hess given rise to tremendous opposition. Captain

]

Thompson end his men met the first group of evacuees with whom they expected to
deal in Cenal Camp on Monday afternoon, Februery 8. This was followed by a simi-
lar meeting in Butte Camp on Mondey night. The same reaction took place in both
camps. It was the plan of the dficials to present the idea of recruitment and re-
gistretion ecross to the leaders in the-community. Accordingly, all Bock Council=
men, Block Manegers, and Block Chairmen, aa_well as the heads of various groups
were urged to ettend this first meeting. Thompson epproached the issue &t hand
in as feir e menner as possible; in fact, nothing but good cen be said of‘his ap-
proach. He hes attempted to be u‘?&mﬁinantly fair in the whole matter and to
take cognizance of the controversial issues that he rightly believed would in-
evitably arise. He, accordingly, in his meeting msked that questions be written.

He presented in & prepered speech the implications of enlistment and brought about

also the subject of registration. In this prepared speech, he concluded by read=-

ing a statement from President Roosevelt in which the President, recognizing the
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loyalty of the Nisei, gives them the opportunity of showing this loyalty by

volunteering in the Army. After this speech, which lasted only a short time,
Thompson devoted time to answering the questions which had been written by the
audience, and in attempting to give as honest an answer as he possibly could.

On the February 8 meeting, the appearance of the Kibei Club as a radical
element asserted itself. The idem was to present the arguments for eanlistment
and to give an explanation for the necessity for registration for a few days
watil February 11, when the actual registration was to begin. Having given the
gist of Captain Thompson®s talk, let us turn to an anelysis of the questions
which have besn raised. The concern in the first meeting was raised over issues
of principle of the subject at hand. In general, the questions concerned the
fact that the Japanese have already shown their patriotism by agreeing to evacu-
ation. Voluntser enlistment, therefore, is not a privilege but is simply demand-
ing of a greater sacrifice than a demosracy can expect from a minority group.
Accession to the demands of evacuation has been forthcoming, with the result that
the evamcuees in the relocstion centers are not in a democratic position having
renounced their claim on democratic treatment. They are, therefore, not obliged
to0 either wvolunteer or be drafted. It was pointed out that the proposed reloca-
tion progrem which is now in effect will be defeated if the breadwinner of any
given family were to either be drafted dr volunteers. Captain Thompson put ;;;;;
those questions which concerned matters of principle until he could answer them
e#ll in 8 final speech relative to his task. He did attempt to answer those ques=
tions which were not concerned with principle but which sought to make some issue
of everyday matter-of-fact problems. When he pointed out that those families
who had & son in the service would be given first preference in the matter of re-
location, a hiss of protest went up throughout the audisnce, not only in the firsi
meetings which are described here, but in later meetings before other groups as
welle It was pointed out to him that he did not realize that the average age of

the Issei was 56, of the Nisei, 21. The Nisei is the breadwinmner for the family.
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If he is drafted, the family hope of resettlement is gone. The older Issei
parents, most of them unable to speak English, would not be assimilable in a Mid-
dle Western community if the son who could take the responsibility for the family
were to enter the armed forces. Although the fact that families with sons in the
Army were to be given resettlement preferences was brought out, nevertheless, the
valid argument arose that families without this son would be incapable of assimila-
tion and resettlement. Arguments raised against the mll-Nisei battalion brought
sbout the answer that the all-Nisei battalion could be & worthwhile agent of propa-
ganda for the American Japanese, that by it public opinién could be molded favorably.
Many quibbling details were raised, but the most significant questions that have
arisen time and time again are those which concern themselves with democratic prin-
ciples and those which express a fear of the disuniting of families under these
conditions of herdship. The latter question, of courss, cannot be answered. Ar=-
guments can be brought to bear that this family disunification, which has occurred
throughout the country at large and, indsed, throughout the world at large, is
happening to other American families, bul such an answer has not been eminently
satisfactory.

Regerding those matters of democratic principle, which were raised in the
first meetings in Butte and Canal, Captain Thompson expressed himself in sympathy,
but he pointed out that a state of war can never be purely democratic end he made
jssue of the fact that if the Japanese in America were to survive, they must sur-
vive through their o*n efforts, through the effect that their patriotic behavier
would have on the country at large. He pointed out correctly that if these issues
were forgotten,‘he feared for the future of the American Japansse. This point has
been clearly expressed on numerous of occasions not only by Ceptain Thompson him-
self, but by those Nisei who are sble to see what refusal to meet the Army demands
might mean., An interesting attitude =t this point is to nate the apparsnt inabil-
jty of the people concerned to view this situation in an objective light and to

consider the future of their group at large rather than their own interests.
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AT these first meetings, the subject of loyalty to the United States and

its war effort did not arise with particular significance. Doyalty as such is

a subject to which the evacuees themselves have not given much thought. Loyalty
is an issue which has come out later and which has been brought out, not by the
evacuees, but by the administretion. The first meetings did bring up the ques-
tions 27 and 238 of the registration form which I mentioned above. The common
opinion that if question 27 were to be answered "yes", the individuml so answer-
ing would subject himself to Army enlistment has been repeatedly clarified by
Captain Thompson, but it is still not fully understood. Even in this first meet-
ing when the questionnaire form was read aloud, tha.people concernéd, the csten-
sible leaders in the community, were at a losé to understand it.

Since the news'came out that Army personnel was in the center for such a
purpose, pressures ageinst enlistment, elremdy strong, were supplanted by pressures
against registration. These pressures sesm to center themselves in the general
Issei group which has militently voiced itself on numerqus occmsions, but more
particularly in the Kibei organizations of both camps because the Kibei; as younger
people, were subject to the draft. fhe draft is greatly feared, but it seems that
there would not be the terrific opposition that there is against enlistment. Be~
cause the draft is feared, it is thought by some that registration is tantamount |
to a declaration of willingness to be drafted; hence, pressures rise against re-
gistration. The Kibei, particularly, hawve brought this sbout, -

During the week of February 7, meetings took place in both camps. During
the day, the meetings occurred in Camp One, while Captein Thompson attempted to
meet the groups et night in Cemp Two. The first meeting, &s mentioned above,
ettempted to reach the leadership in the community. The second, on Tuesday night,
was in Butte Cemp sponsored by the JACL end directed toward the Nisei. Although

iy hes tatecl to
the JACL errenged this meeting, it ssdsssde publicly eannounce its affiliation with
it. On Wednesday night, the clder generation was approached and the etiempt wes

made to meke the older people see the necessity for ellowing their sons to enter
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the services At this meeting, in Butte Camp on the night of the 10th, the Nisei
militery aide, Sergeant Aburamen, presided. At the same time, in Canal, Thompson
was addressing & mixed Issei-Nisei group. The Wednesdey night meetings which
were conducted in the Japesnese language were most unsuccessful. In Butte, the

Nisei “Sergeent wes greeted with howls of derision and wes not allowed to continue

his prepared speech. Perhaps the first meetings on Mondey the 8th were the most

orderly. After this, the community wes eware of the issues involved; impossible
questions were &asked or the audience would clap and boo end stamp its feet &t the
Captain's words. On Thursday night, February 11, a meeting took pla ce before the
Kibei Club in Butte. It has already been pointed out in other reports that the
Kibei .Club in Canal is not nearly so active ms the one in Rutte. The Butte Kibei
Club, under the leadership of George Yamashiro, has been particularly opposed to
the Army measure all along. When the meeting wes held before the Kibei Club, the
group was recognized as dangerous. Yameshiro, head of the group, had been called
 1n to Bennett's office during the afternoon prior to the meeting and hed been told
flatly that if his group did not cooperate with Captein Thompson in the meeting,
he would be held personally responsible end might be indicted on m Sedition charge.
The Sedition Act was read to him. The Kibei meeting wes extremely quiet. Some
controversial questions were rasised, but these were encouraged by the Captain in
his attempt to clesr up matters. There was no demonstration of any kind, but
after the meeting, the Kibei remained seated and held a private meeting of their
own. When the Caucasions present had left, Yamashiro addressed his own group,
saying that Army volunteer enlistment was entirely a matter of choice for the in=
dividuel. Of himself, however, he said thet he would not join the Army for =
number of reasons. He could not, he said, as a Japenese, take a stand ageinst his
own rece; he had already been classed as "4-C" an enemy alien even though a United
States citizen, and he did not wish to leave his aging perents. This, he said,
was his own personal stand; in the same way, he said that he could not answer ques-

tions 27 end 28 in the affirmative. The Kibei have brought about the controversiel
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issue arising out of the questionneire form. Ceptain Thompson hes let it be
understood fhat the two questions which are so significent may justly be snswered
with some reservation. For example, & person may s&y in answer to question 27,
"not unless drafted." Thus, in other words, condition?answers would be ellowed.
An individual elso has the privilege of saying that he does not know. The Kibei
have made & very strong issue of these two questions, being qnwilling to serve in
the armed forces in the mein. There are those who ﬁill serve in non-combateant
cepacity. Many of them, however, particulerly Yamashire's group, refuse to answer
in the effirmetive and continue to believe that if 27 were to be axs wered "yes",
they will then be subjected to Army induction. Captain Thompson®s answer to the
contrary is not believed.

Registration hed started on Thursday, February 1ll. While there are no
exact statistics on the percentage of those expressing leyalty or dialoyalty) it
is said, undoubtedly with some degree of rectitude, that 75 per cent of those who

filled out the questionnaire forms were answering questions 27 and 28 in the neg-

o
p
ative. Registration in Camp Two started in those blocks centering around the \\‘$rL1 :

Kibei Club, and it begins to appear thet the Kibei were the first to be msked to//
fill out the questionnaire forms. For several days, ﬁowever, the discouraging
response of more than half of éhose registering continued to be negative. As
the registering officials moved away from those blocks, & better response wes
elicited end the percentage of those answering in the negative to drop off a
little, early in the second week of registration. The edministration began to
be exceedingly discouraged. Bennett issued public statements from time to time
in which he urged favorsble consideration of Army enlistment and answers to the
questions concerned., The Kibei seemed to bring sbout community sentiment against
not only registration but Army enlistment as well.

Following the meeting before these various groups, leaders, Nisei, Issei,
end Kibei, and seeing that registration was making no headway, & list was prepared

of leaders in the community and invitations were sent out to them to attend
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another meeting under the direction of Captain Thompson in Butte Camp on Friday

night, Febfuary 12, The list was compiled with the idea of bringing in every
leader or anyone at all who was thought to have some esdherence. Trucks were ar-
ranged to provide transportation for the individuals from Canal. Everyone was
asked tﬁ return his invitation at the door and a careful check was madeof those
who did not ettend and ettempts were later mede to contact them. At this meet-
ing, the Sedition Act was publicly procleimed by Bennett and a much firmer stand
was taken‘by Ceptain Thompson. The effect of this meeting was to subdue the out-
spoken groups. The result was that community spirit dissccimted itself from the
active groups who were pushing en unfavorable response to the issues invoived,
and had the effect of bringing these issues out of the groups and into the indi-
vidual homes; in fact, the last manifestation of concerted community sentiment
was the appearance Saturday afiernoon, February 13, of leaders in a mass Issei
meeting held in the Butts amphitheater and vhich was designed to swing community
sentiment toward an unfavorable reception of the enlistment and registration pro-

gram. The few facts concerning this meeting should be described here.

This Saturday afternoon meeting was & memorable one. It was conducted in
the Butte emphitheater, largely st the behest of the Kibei Club. The principal
actor in this meeting was the president of the Sume Club's exscutive board and
chairmen of the Board of Governors of the Kibei Club, an older Kibei by the name
of Fukumoto, who is known to be a rabid pro-Axis agent and an orator of some
power. Several people spoke at this meeting, but itwas generally agreed that
Fukumoto was the particular orator who swayed the minds of the people concerned.
This mass meeting, which was called without permission on the part of administra-
tive officials, was for Issei and was, apparently, & concerted effort to mold
Issei opinion against allowing their children to enlist and to register. We may
justly wonder why the amgitation of a few, such as the Kibel leaders, could so

move the populstion against the proposed Army measure. It nas been pointed out
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by some of the Issei leaders that the people in the Gila Relocation Center are
predominantly rurel, thus, less sophisticeted. They, therefore, are inclined to
be influenced more easily by those elements who can speak to them in terms of
sentiment and emotional eppeml. It is said that the speeches made by Fukumote,
Yemeshiro, Inouye, and the others who spoke at this meeting, had a definite emo-
tional eppeel and that they were designed to move sentiments of the Issei who
attended the meeting. It is said that the direction of the speeches made followed
a line which would be of particular eppeel to the Issei mothers of the community.
Fukumoto is quoted as saying, "You mothers have held your sons in your arms when
they were babies, and now, when they are a comfort to you in your older age, you

see them torn from your arms by a ruthless and power-med government." Fukumoto is

elleged to have hed most of his audience in tears as the result of the strong emo-

tionel appeel he made. Such a speech was accompanied with appropriate gestures
such &as the cradling of the speaker's mrms to denote the holding of an infapt and
the clgnching of fists and stamping of feet when he spoke of a "power-mad govern-
ment." At the close of his speech, he wept and had most of his mudience in accord
with his own expressed views. There were some in the sudience who were plainly
disgusted by such a sickly, sentimental demonstration and who severely criticized
the Kibei for it. Certainly, however, Fukumoto, Yemashiro, and Inouye, as well as
some of the Issei of those which spoke that afternoon, spoke along similar lines
and were extremely successful in what they started out to doj namely, turning Issei
opinion ageinst ellowing the young men either to register or to volunteer in the
Army. They, furthermore, called up & strong public opinion against the proposed
draft measure,

Oddly enough, these Kibei called up the concept of bushido, saying that the
chivalric code of Japanese could never condone the slaughter of brother by brother.
Yet, there are meny Issei who apply the concept of bushido in a different way mnd
cell to mind the writings of those samurei on the subject referring to & proverb

which seys, "You must be as loyel to the adopted mother as to the real mother".
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Thus, some Nisei have been urged by their parents to volunteer because it is in
accordance with the demand made by the adopted mother, namely, the United States.
For the most pert, Issei opinion has been successful in molding Nisei opinion.
There ere those Issei who violently oppose the entrance of their sons into the
Army end also who urge that their children do not cooperete with the officers by
gigning up in the registration even though it be compulsory. The Kibei Club as
gsuch withdrew from active cempaigning to defeat the Army enlistment and regisire-
tion program when the Sedition Act was reéd to them. This did not prevent the
Kibei leaders, however, from expressing themselves in the mess meeting of Saturday
afternoon. The Kibei were generally successful in bringing the issue of registra-
tion to the minds of the Issei and of purposely clouding the subject so that most
Issei understend registration to be tantemount to enlisiment in the Army.

Tt is not to be thought that the Issei are particularly disloyal because
of their stand in regard to their own children. Meny, in fact, are able to see
clearly the necessity for having their children join the Army so that all the Nisei
may enjoy & future in America. Most of them, however, are perfectly willing for
other Nisei to go, but are reluctant te part with their own children. The result
is that while they are quick to criticize the children of neighbors for their un-
petriotic stand in not enlisting, they do not think to criticize their own chil-

dren end, indeed, exert pressures at home which prevent their children from en-

listing. They do not want the questionnaire to be enswered either inaesmuch as.

they believe, in generel, thet an affirmative answer to the questions 27 and 28
can only mean eventual Army service. The strongest feeling which is menifested
by the Issei is the desire to keep the family unit jntact. This is the point
which the public at large will not and cannot understand. In the pre-evecuation
period it was relatively secure. People had their own property, their own homes.
They were sure, more or less, of their future and, thus, they were not so unwill-
ing to mllow their children to go into the Army. In the relocation center, how-

ever, it is a very different situation. The result is that the parents of the
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of the families do their utmost to hold the femily members together as = unit,

fearing the future end being uncertein of what lies in store for them. So many

femilies, too, are dependent on their sons, and the parents fear for their own

old age should their sons be taken awey from them.

Here is the explenation of another interesting attitude in relation to the
bushido concept. Bushido demands that the warrior should not hesitate to sacrifice
himself on the battle fidd and that in leaving his family behind him, he must-net,
when he goes to war, expect to return. While this attitude is not reflected by the
Nigsei, the Issei remember such a concept .as being taught to them when they were
children at school in Japan and one they cennot forget. They expect, when their
children are taken away to the war, that they will die. There is also the rumor
that a Nisei combat battalion will be sacrificed by the Army, that it will be put
into the front line trenches and annihileted.

It is important to note that most of the Issei are not concerned with poli=
ticel issues. To be sure, there seems to be the prevalent feeling among them that
they do not like to see Japan and the United States at war. ¥or gentimental rea-
gons, they dislike seeing the mother country clash with the mdopted country. Thedir
own interests, however, coancern their jmmedieste families. There is a group among
them whose attitudes are pro-Japan snd who argue on a nationalistic basis. It can-
not be emphasized enough, however, that this group is definitely in the minority.
The general run of Issei are apathetic to the war and wish only to be left mlone.
The attitudes which they themselves cannot express are brought out by their chil-
dren and put into more concrets form.

T+ is mentioned above that the breadwinner, or the potential breadwinner, of
a reaet;led family may find himself torn from his family; thus, causing the family
to suffer and to be unable to resettle. If = man is to give up his 1life, he does
not wish to do so unless he is sure of the security of his family. It is said by
many of the Nisei that if thefamily were allowed to resettle and to establish it-

self on the outside thus guaranteeing itself some substantial security, many more
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Nisei would be able to feel secure in volunteering. If it only had been possible
to bring about registration and volunteer enlistment at different times instead
of together, these issues, perhaps, could have been avoided., Because most Kibei
hold duel citizenship, they feel moderately secure and are not particularly con-
cerned over the prospect of losing their United States citizenship. For example,
George Yammshiro, himself, is quoted ms saying that should he lose his United
States citizenship, there is a country which will accept him. Not all the Kibei
manifest this attitude, however. Most of the people who are here as Kibei are
said to have returned to the United States as soon as their education was com-
pleted in order to escape conscription into the Japanese Army. There are some
Kibei who are volunteering or who are, at least, expressing affirmative answers
to questions 27 and 28. They give the reason for this as being the fact that

they came back to this country in order to escape conscription in Japan. They,

thérefora, cannot feel justified in evading the conscription which this cauntry

imposes upon them. The writer knows of several cases of this kind. Tt has been
mentioned elsewhere that the Kibei are a spoiled group since they were usually
eldest sons who went to Jepan alone and were allowed to live much as they pleased
and to have enough money to spend. These Kibei of this particular class are those
who have raised the greatest mmount of opposition to the Army measures

Generally, throughout the above comments, mention is madeof attitudes of
the various groups of people. Roughly, they may be divided as between the genera=
tions. It is to be noted that the application of the Japanese femily system be-
comes particulerly strong when a significant issue is to be faced. There are re-
ports of a number of Issei who have threatened to commit suicide should their
children go into the Army. It is the supposedly true case of a father who told
his son that if he volunteered or even if he answered affirmmtively to questions
27 and 23, he, the father, would kill him himself. Threats of disinheritance and
other actions were made by Issei to their children.

It will be well to mention the role played by the administretion in this
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registration progrem. Those principally concerned are the Project Director to
whom has been given the responsibility by the Army of administering successfully
ther egistration program. He, of course, has several mides, particularly the
Project Leave Officer, John Landward. Terry, the Project Attorney, eand Williamson,
Chief of Internal Security, have been cmlled in to aid the registration program;
Willimmson for consultation and Terry to express legal opinion on the matter. it
is significent to note the character of the administration here mnd to mention ths
fact that under the new director, lir. Bennett, the administration has taken an
attitude of extreme conservatism, adopting a policy which inclines to be paternal-
istic toward the evacuees and one which drews a distinect line between administra-
tion and the evacuee population. Bennett has insisted on a policy which prevents
any kind of fratern¥izing whatsoever., He has discouraged his staff from meeting
the evacuees socially, end there are the growing feslings from among the population
that Bennett is pushing a policy of Jim Crowism. Certainly, Bennett's conservatism
is not helpful to the evacuee population ss a whole. A former businessman, Bennett
lacks entirely any conception of the people witn whom he is demling. He is hide-
bound by his preconceived prejudices, snd his inebility to spproach an issue wiﬂh

an open mind. He is, theretore, completely uneble to ¥isuelize the lives of the

evecuee residents under his jurisdiction. He states thaﬁfbe Japanese ere intelli-

gent, a somewhat grudging admission on his part; therefore, that they easily see
the implicetions of their mction in meeting the demand for registretion sc apathe-
tically. Because he believes that they see the issues involved, he concludes,
therefore, that their refusel to answer questions 27 and 28 in the affirmative
amounts to loyelty and disloyalty. He would separate the loyal from the disloyal
solely on the basis of answers to these questions. He is aided and given support
by Terry and Willismson. These three together have convinced & somewhat relu’c-
tant Ceptain Thompson that this is the only issue. No consideration is mede of
pressure groups in the community and no attention, whatsoever, is paid to the de=

mands of the Jepenese femily system, & cultural trait which even the Nisei cannot
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discard. Bennett, in his exasperation over the poor reception which registration
‘ met during the first few days, resorted to threats. 1In public mebtings, he stated
that this was 8 question of loyelly and of disloyelty. To those who answer the
questions in the negative, he, without amy specific justifi‘cations, promised &
disfrenchisement and possible deportation. The way in which he worded his threats
was sufficient to give rise to considerable mnimosity. Many who might be said to
have stiraddled the fence iJX§nowing exectly how to answer were so incensed by
Bennett's stend that they were cesused to eanswer in the negative. Thus, actually,
Bennett has done more harm than geod.

Some of the more far=-geeing edministrators, such ss Korn and even Hbffman,
heve agreed that Bennett has taken sn erroneous stand in forcing the issue on the
basis of loyalty end disloyelty. Bennett, however, is adamant in his stand.and
has severely criticized staff.and evacuees alike who in smny way disegreed with him,.

Fredericks, the Assistant Chief of Internal Security, had long been a thern in

Williamson's side being in opposition to Willismson's conservatism and had criti-

of
cized ¥ Bennett e this spproach. The result was an immediate transfer for

Fredericks to the Mosb Ségregation Project. Reference is made to Mendel H.

ﬁ;Eperman's column in the Gila News-Courier which has been appearing for some

weeks. In this column on Thursday, February 11, Hagberman stated a feir summeri-
zetion of the picture, pointing out that while loyalty was not the only issue,
the Japenese in order to survive in Americe must take a stand now which should be
a determining factor in their future. While Bennett had not read ﬁ?Eberman's
column, an editoriasl sppeared a week later writtem by the acting editor of the
paper, James Nakemura, in which ﬁﬁébarmnn was quoted es saying that loyaliy was
not the only issue. Bennett stormed and threatened and demanded ﬂQEperman‘s re=-
gignetion, A moment later he reconsidered and urged ﬁBEperman to either resign-
or accept a trensfer. Iﬁgpermun and Fredericks are, perhaps, the only Caucmsian

edministrators who have taken & liberel stand andhave attempted to see the prob-

1em from en evacuee point of view. The rest of the administrative staff falls in
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line with Bennett®'s own bigoiry and conservatism with the end result thet = fer
sharper line than heretofore existed is being drawn between the mdministrative
gtaff and the evacuee population.

Certain other members of the administrative staff are making the statement
that because of their hesitation to register, the Japanese have at last shown their
true disloyal colors, The Senior Science teacher in the high school, & Mr. Sessions,
has been out-spoken even to his claesses in hie denunciation of this failure to be
good American citizens, making such statements as: "The United States d;es not
need to tolerate the Jaups." Such statements as this asre being made aloud in -menser
high school classes by one or two of the teachers, of which Sessions is the most
out-spoken. With the madministration faelling in line with the conservative Pfoject
Director and with such statements as the above going unchallenged by en administira-
tive official, it is to be wondered that sn even worse demonstration has not taken
place, Terry, when asked for his legal opinion on the subject, made the statement

which appeared in the recent edition of the News-Courier, the February 14th or 17th

issue, His legal opinion.there stated says that there is no question that the issue
is one of loyalty and disloyalty. Of course, the question does arise: "How could
this program have been better brought across to the Gila population?" Naturally,

it wes a mistake to bring up both of these issues at the same time, issues which
cloud the minds not only of the evacuees but of the administrators themselves. Tt
seems impossible to divorce the one from the other and, yet, if the two issues had
been approached separately, it seems fairly certain that the critical situation
which has erisen might have been avoided. The threats which are voiced by the ad-

ministration have served no purpose but to make people resentful and to make tpem

only the more sure of the fact that they are simpiy.being tolerated. It is true

that Captein Thompson attenpted to approach the matter on as equal a basis as pos-
gible. The writer has little doubt that Bennett's vituperations have not, although
he ostensibly is trying to be of help in bringing this program to a successful con-

¢clusion, served only to increase the antagonism against the program. We may justly
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wonder what is to become of the Japanese in America when the administration is so

short-sighted. It does not seem as though this situation could have been sllevi-
ated except by approaching the two issues separately.

Turning back to the subject of the attitudes expressed by the evacuees
themselves, we find, as mentioned above, that a very poor response was elicited,
there being principally negative answers to the two questions during the first few
days of registration. All of this feeling culminated in the mass meeting which
took place in Butte that Saturday afternoon. Registration began in those blocks
which centered around the Kibei hall and which were particularly subject o Kibei
influence. This is why, perhaps, the response to registration was so disheartening.
Moving away from those blocks, a better response began to be elicited and the
percentage of those answering in the negetive begen to drop off a little bit. 1In
both Canal and Butte, however, there were many who simply were not reporting for
registration at the time appointed. Some Kibei refused to do this and some Nisei
as the result of pressures from their femilies. The administration, being very
discouraged by this failure to report and also by the large percentage of those
answering in the negative, called in everyones by letter who had already filled in
their questionnaire form and who had answered negatively to give them the oppor-
tunity to reconsider on the assumption that there had been e misunderstanding all
eround. A few have come in to change their answers, but the percentage is small.
Some Kibei that I know of changed their enswers not once but several times. Not
many are answering the appeal for another interview and it begins to sppear that
the greater majérity is opposed to changing the answers already given and that
the two questions will remain answered nsgatively as they stand. The administra-
tion exerted pressures against those who had effected agitation by reading off
the Sedition Act and by privete talks with & number of the opposition leaders in-
cluding George Yamashiro. It is mentioned mbove that even though these threats
were made, the open opposition of the Kibei shifted back into the individual-homes

once the Kibei had scored their point by presenting not only = united front of
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their membership but by enlisting the Issei who did not particularly understand
the issue. Thus, during the first week of propaganda for enlistment and regis-
tration, the Kibei were mctive. By the end of that week, however, they had in-
stilled the Issei with their own ideas with the result that it was not necessary
for them to continue to be so out-spoken. The Sedition Act answer against any
kind of coercion which might force people to be in antipathy to the war effort of

this kind was publicly proclaimed. Tt carries with it a large fine and the pos-

8ibility of & twanty-year term imprésonmment. It is shown above, however, that

threats do not work, The result of reading off the Sedition Act to the Kibei
caused silencing of the group as a whole, but did not prevent the out-spoken ex-
pressions of Kibei leaders. Following the Saturday mass meeting, the situation
quieted down somewhat throughout Sunday and Monday. It soon became obvious, how-
ever, from the continuing large number of negative snswers that pressures against
registration were still at worke.

Unaeble to cope with the situation, leaders in the administration called
e council of war and decided to take drastic steps against the elements of oppo-
sition. Accordingly, on Monday afternpon, February 15, the Project Director
together with several aides including the Project Attorney, Mr. Terry, held a
conference in which it was decided that inasmuch ms it rests within the power
of the administretion to act, by calling in the military or to take other strin-
gent action, against agitating elements, it would be wise to take this step.
Accordingly, a 11§t of vhe nemes of not only subversive leaders, a list which for
some time has been peing compiled by Williamson, but also oI inose who were
noted as particularly out-spoken against the registration progrem was taken to
Phoenix. There in a conference with the United States Attorney-General end with
thg FBI, & legal opinion wes obtained to the effect that there was suffibient
case against the individuals named end that as trouble-makers, they were deserv=
ing of epprehension. Having given s round-up of subversive elements their stamp

of approval, the United States Attorney end the FBI agreed to cooperate with the
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Army and with project officials and to begin to apprehend the leamders who opposed

registration. Thus, on Tuesday, February 16, it wes agreed that such 2 round-up
should take place.

FBI officers in six cars met et 2 o'cldck on Tuesdey afternoon st the MP
barracks outside of Canal Cemp. By 3 o'clock, the designated time of the round-
up, guards armed with tommy-guns had been placed around the entrences in the
fences of both camps, jeeps were patroling the road, end sll inter-camp travel
was frozen, All of those who were caught on the road, were obliged to remein
there during the time this round-up was to take place. No one, sither Jepanese
or Caucasien, was sllowed to leave the camp boundaries. The plan was to clear
Canal of subversive leaders first, and then to move over to Butte. The six FBI
cars acted quickly. They hed the asddresses end places of business of those who
were suspects, and they made the attempt to spprehend the people concerned at
the same time. In sach FBT car waes en agent of the orgaenization, a WRA employee
to point out the sddresses and location of each suspect, and en armed guard.
First they called at the houses of those who were to be errested. The agent
would enter, backed up by the armed guard. People were prevented from entering
or leaving the house. In twenty minutes, Canal Cemp had been cleared of ten
suspecte, and the delegation then moved on to Butte. Both Issei and Kibei were
epprehended. It is noteworthy that these people were picked up purely on suspi-
cion and that no warrents were held for their arrest by the FBI agents, a fact
which has had repercussions in the center inagmuch as many people believe this
to be illegel and unjust. In some cases, people barricaded themselves in their
houses and would not come out, but it wes not long before they were brought in-
to line end sgreed to apprehension. Most of the people were at work or away
from their homes at the time. They were asked to leave their work and to go
home, They were followed home by the armed guard and the FBI agent. The Issei
were given five minutes in which to change their clothes end to say goodbye to

their families, while the Kibei, who were to be taken to colder country, namely,
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the Momb Segregation Preject of the WRA at Moeb, Utah, were given time to pack =
bag of warm clothing end to meke their farewells also. A junction of two roads

between the camps was chosen ®s the place to which these individuels were to be

taken. They &ere driven to this point, pleced in trucks which were gusrded end

left there until ell of the others could be rounded up likewisé.

In Canal, nine Issei were taken end one Kibei. Some pro-Axis leeders were
in this group, but others were individuels who for some time had been suspect of
pro-Axis tendencies or who have been known to have agitated‘against fevorable an-
swers to the registration questions. The Issei concerned were zs follows: The
leader of the so-called Kenkyu-kai, that is to say the man who had been nsmed as
lender end who had acted as the front for the orgenization, Mr. Tani. Tani is &

Wesede University graduate who has been the agent for the Rocky Nippon newspaper

in the cemp. He is the individuml who figured so prominently in the defense of =

men nsmed Hirokeni, who had essaulted one of the individuels who was known to have

been favorsble to the administretion some months ago. At the time of this beating

which is described in a report known ms the "Tada Case", Tani had apparently
emerged as the head of & dissatisfied Issei group whose purpose it was to remedy
the unpleasant situation of evacuation by fomenting more emicable relations between
evacuees ana the administrative staff. Taeni has long been recognized as m pro-Axis
leader and wes, perhaps, the mctive head of the dissetisfied element. There is
some reason to doubt the justification of his being epprehended at this time. It
is not definitely known that he ergued for or sgainst registration. It is simply
that he hes been long a thorn in the side of the administration. Tani, Fujimoto
who is one of the Issei advisors to the Cansl Kibei Club and an active leader of
the Sumo Club, together with Hirokeni, were mll apprehended. Other members.of

the Sumo Club, certain Judo lesders, who mre also members of the Engeibu, were
taken and one Issei woman wes spprehended. A woman by the name of Mrs. Metsuda,
who had been most active during Hirokeni's trial for assault, was the only woman

epprehended. She had been called upon to testify end had sheken the hand of Hiro-
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kani whom she hailed as the saviour of the evacuees. Her two grandsons, moreover,
had broken into the elementary school office and had marked up an American flag on
the wall and had stolen & smell emount of cash which they found in the principel's
desk. They had been apprehended and placed on probetion. Mrs. Matsuda had been
very much embarrassed by their actions td the extent that she went to bed and re-
fused to see any of her relatives or her friends since she wes so mshemed of the
acts of her grandsons. Why she wes apprehended at this time is questionable, pos-
8ibly because she is thought to hev e instructed her grandsons to mark up an Ameri-
cen flag. Actuelly, it appears that the boys marked up the flag in order to throw
the blame on to someone who might be accused of pro-Axis motives. At any rate,
nine Issei sltogether were tsken. The one Kibei who was tsken was Akimoto, the
president of the Kibei Club in Canal. A number of the gdministrative staff were
o;posed to Akimoto's errest because of the fact that he has been & conservetive
Kibei leader and has done much to keep the Kibei more or less favorably disposed
toward the mdministration. He was taken because he had snswered questions 27 and
28 in the negative, and it was believed that he had been one of those who had
egitated for others to follow his example., Although the cese agminst him was not
clear, he was, nevertheless, subjected to arrest.

The round-up was scheduled to begin on Tuesday at 3 o'clock. By 3:20 Canal
Camp had been cleared, although one of the people who was to have been taken was
leter arrested in Butte, mllegedly & men named Okamoto, who was known to have had
certain gambling affiliations and to have been mctive in Rutte gmmbling in Block
55, Tt wes said he was arrested in that block. Those apprehended were brought to
the appointed meeting place at the junction and left there under guard while the
FBI agents went to complets the round-up in Butte.

In Butte, six Issei were tmekeny they wers the leader of the Issei Peace

Society and advisor to the Kibei Club, Mr. Dyo. Dyo has long been regarded as a

subversive element and for some time has been suspected. Also, no evidence with

the exception of his affiliations with the Kyowm-kai hes been forthcoming. The




Page 24 -- Spencer

real reason for his apprehension was the fact that he had been heard to bring

pressures to bear for a negative answers to questions 27 end 28. (totero Yemamoto

was also teken. Also, he has been frequently mentioned as an Issei leader often

in & rather bad light. It must be understood that of recent months, he had some-
what changed his ways. He had had a falling out with Dyo and hed withdrewn from
the Kyowa-kei, taking some of his own adhereﬁtg‘with him., He is known to have been
a backer of the Sumo Club, however, and there have been numerous accusations against
him from time to time. Some months ago, he had been warned by several of h s
fiends that the administration hed taken en unfavoreble stand toward him with the
result that his activities had, for the past month or two, ceased altogether. He
spoke in block meetings, but his sentiments were not perticularly subversive. As
nearly &s can be determined, there was no particular 9vidence ﬁgainst him, but be-
cause he had once been denounced ms en agitator by his own Japaness enemies in the
cemp, his mctivities have ever been construed as pro-Axis. There is a very good
reason to doubt the justificagtion of his apprehension, but spprehended he was,
leaving his wife end seversl children behind., A man by the name of Ando, whe also
had been associeted with Yememoto in the past but who had swung over to the side
of Dyo and the Kyowa-kai, also was faken. There was some justification for this,
inasmuch as he is reputed tc be more or less of a professional trouble-maker.
Seversl others were teken because of their mctivities in dissuading people from
answering to the call for registration. While only one Kibei wes taken in Cansal,
twelve were taken from Butte. The first one being the president of the Kibei
Club, George Yamashiro. Most of the officers of the Kibei Club were taken, in-
cluding the vice president, Victor Inouye, and a number of others.

Tt is the belief of the writer that the real leadership of the Kibei Club
wes removed in & person of en older Kibei by the name of Fukumoto. He was presi=-
dent of the Executive Board of the Sumo Club and chairmen of the Board of Governors

of the Kibei Club. He is mentioned ebove @s & stirring oretor, one who hes become

plmost fenaticel in his pro-Jepanese expressions of sentiment. WMost of these
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Kibei were arrested in the Kibei clubroom while many of the Issei, Yememoto and
Ando particulaerly, were apprehended ms they were attending.a meeting of the Coop-
eretive Board of Directors, an orgenization which is just now being set up in Butte.
Of course, in both camps, news of the round-up spreed quickly. Several individuals
who were afréid of being arrested or who believed that they had incurred the wrath
of the administration hid in the houses of friends, and it is said that about fifty
people remained in hiding for severel days. It is also said, and there is no way
of checking up on the pumor since the sources of informetion regarding these round-
ups are not easily accessible, that. it is contemplated to remove a good many more
&s soon &8 sufficient evidence against them cen be collected. Two men were taken
from Butt; on Wednesday the 1Tth.

Mention has been made from time to time of the segregation cemp which is to
be run by the ﬁgn in Moab in southwestern Uteh. All of the Kibei inasmuch as they
still hold United States citizenship although they very well may be disfranchised
weré taken to Moab by Mr. Fredericks, who was Associate Chief of Internal Security
here. Fredericks, &8s been mentioned above, is being permantly transferred to Momb.
The Moab Centeér is known as a segregation or isolation project, being run under
slightly different rules from those which control the usual relocation center. Much
more stringent control is to be exercised there. No resettlement is to be allowed
for the individuels concentrated at Moab. Thirteen Kibei were taken. TFifteen
Issei who were arrested shared a somewhat similar fate; also, they passed out of
the jurisdiction of the WRA and into thet of the Department of Justice, being non-

citizens ‘and subject to internment in the regular internment camp. They have been

/
sent to El Paso for hearing and are, ostensibly, lodged in the El Paso County Jail.

Following their hearing, and there seems little doubt that the evidence ageinst

them is sufficient, they will either be returned to the relocation center or placed

in the Lordsburg Internment Camp in New Mexico. <This policy of segregation, now

having been determined upon, leaves little doubt that similar practices will occur

in the other relocation centers, and that those who in the Gila Center attempt to
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emerge as subversive lemders may find themselves in a similar position. Since the

round-up on the date designated, several Kibei, remarkably enough, have come in to
the Project Director's office asking also to be segregated and transferred to Moab.
There is thes story, how true is questionable, that one Kibei appeared before the
Project Attorney with his birth certificate asking that his citizenship be revoked.
The. first effect of the mass arrest of the twenty-eight agitators in both
camps was that of stunned surprise. 'The Moab Segregation Froject has never been
a secret, and there has been talk of it from time to time among the evacuee popu=-
iation. The general concensus was that those individuals who were known to be
restrained
perticularly out-spoken would firsi be -nedemisse® or Jm warned by the project author-
jties and then if they persisted in their activities would be singly interned. Like
so many issues of this kind, the evacuee population seemed unable to face the mat-
ter squarely. At first, there was virtual stteria; people were shocked that the
femily could be booken in this way end the tendency was to make martyrs of those
who had been arrestsd. On that rather memorsble Tuesday afternoon from 3 o'clock
until 6 o'clock, little knots of people began to cluster around houses and street
corners and it began to appear as though a situation enalagous to the gtrikes des=-
cribed at Poston and Manzanar was about to begin. The feeling, however, died down
and the community at large settled down to a peaceful ecceptance of the situation.
For & few days, there was the tendency to make martyrs of those individuals, but
even this does not seem to be an issue at the present writing. Feeling was parti=
cularly strong against the apprehension of Mrs. Matsuda, & harmless old woman, it
is said, who had been sick in bed these many weeks. Many of the Caucasian admin-
jstrators are convinced thet the right thing was done and that all trouble regard-
ing registration could now be circumvented. On Wednesday, there was a definite
increase in the percentage of the negative enswers. The Caucasian steff was de-
vided against itself as to the justification for the apprehension for the se indi-
viduels. Some have been rather opposed to Bennett's threats of disfranchisement

and issues of loyslty which helms made. To be sure, by this round-up asgitators
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and certain leeders were removed. It begins to appear doubtful that the real core

of subversive leadership has been drawn out of the community since only the more

out-spoken individuals were taken away. It is the writer's opinion that the actual

motivating power behind all such demonstrations still remains in camp. As long as
these individuals remain untouched, it mppears that community sentiment will remain
unchanged. Of the Issei there is no doubt that the real lsaders were removed by
the arrest of Tani in Cenal Camp snd Dyo in Butte. Of the Kibei, two, Yamashiro
and Fukumoto, would constitute the Butte Kibel leadership, but to take Akimoto
from the Cansl Kibei Club seems to have been = grave error inasmuch as Akimoto
kept the Canal Kibei in line with the administration and away from the Kenkyu-kai
policies. Tt may be possible thet the Gila Young People organization in Canal will
swing over to the Kenkyu-kai and the Sumo Club thus enhancing the Issei front in
that camp. This, however, is =2 po:tulate&result, the effects of which are not as
yet in evidence. The so-called "front men" for these stirong Issei orgenizations
nave largely been removed with the effect that these Issei graips now have the
quality of being more firmly established secret societies. It is believed that
other "front men" will be found to supplant thoss who have gone.

One offect thet the mass round-up may have had is the cutting of the ties
which bound these organizations together making separate entities out of each onse
of them, = fact which will delaey their growth and possibly turn the trend of the
community awey from Issei solidarity. The much voiced opinion on the part of some
administrators and evacuees that the arrest of the persons mentioned above might
precipitste a generml strike has been fdund to be without foundetion. 0ddly enough,
these individuasls seem to have been forgotten and the feelinghas died down complete -
1y. Tt begins to appear that if some demonstration does take place after due de-
liberetion, it will not come as the direct result of the gsegregation.

Tt will be well to reise the question of what happened %o the registration
and enlistment program while these mass arrests were taking place. Up until the

day of the round-up, not too favorsble & response had been elicited although it
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was daily getting better. Following tne rouna-up, there was = slump and = large
percentage of those answering qucstions 27 and 28 in the negative. Then suddenly
ell demonstration died down, the lemders were gone, pressures against registration
beceme an individuel femily affair, end it has been generally agreed that the end
result with the registration of the cemouflage workers, the results of whose regis=
tration have not as yet been tebulated at this writing, may very well bring up the
percentage answering in the affirmative. The registration now epproximates sbout
60 per cent "yes™ and 40 per cent "no." Following the round-up groups of Issei
and Nisei banded together in order to bring propaganda to bear to let people know
sbout the necessity for registering favorably. To & certain extent, this had md-
ministrative ssnction inasmuch as the sdministrastion was anxious to have the pro-
blem explained, but it showed that there were pressures in the community which
attempted to bring people around to answering questions 27 and 28 "yes" and "yes,"
respectively. In other words, while there hed been coercion agesinst favorable
registration, now there was egitation for it. This, too, was not acceptable.

The group most concerned with such proselyting, we might cell it, wes the Ex-Serv-
icemen's Club. Tt, together with some of the loyasl members of the Block Managers
offices end the Housing Department, Nisei, and JACL members, arrenged for a house
to house canvess so as to bring the message over to people as to how to register.
This group, or rather the committees appointed by this group, visited every house
in the block which had registered and urged people to reconsider their answers if
it had been "no." In meny weys, the effect wes good since the need for registra-
tion was carefully expleined ﬁnd some people were persuaded to reconsider their

answers, The administration, however, felt obliged to put a stop to such activi-

ties, Naturally, the practice brought under way by these individuels was one

which attempted to bring scross an idee to the benefit of the Japsnese people in
America as & whole. Mention was made of duty to the native country, that is
Americe being conceived as the country of birth, and their future in America.

This, of course, is the significent issue of the whole registration program, able
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es it is to effect favorebly or unfevorably public opinion of the Caucesisn resi-
dents of the United Stetes.

Undoubtedly, Bennett®s threats did more harm then good since there was severe
criticism of them by those residents contacted by this Ex-Servicemen's Club. In
conversation with members of this group, the writer learned that there is grave re=
sentment against the JACL which is conceived to have brought sbout this whole un-
fortunate situetion. The committees, however, were part;ally successful in elleying
this suspicion. The JACL has, since registration, somewhet retired into the back-
ground and has not maintained itself as a pressure group.

Since Februery 24 is the last day for men between ages of 17 and 38 to regis-
ter, women will soon start to register. Mention is made above of Selective Service
Form DSS-304-A, "Statement of the United States Citizen of Japanese Ancestry." It
should be pointed out here that this form, drawn up by the Selective Service system,
is designed for the men, while another feorm, WRA-126, Revised, must be filled out by
women alone. This form is almost en exact réplica of the Selective Service form with
the exception of question 27. Instead of reising the issue over combat duty, this
question reeds, "If the opportunity presents itself and you sre found qualified,
would you be willing to volunteer for the Army Nurse Corp or the WAAC?" Question 28
is identicel to question 28 on the Selective Service form which the men must fill
out. There are, thus, separate forms to be filed by men and women. The filing by
such forms by women is to begin on Wednesday, February 25. Both of these forms are
jncluded with this report. It is understood that these forms must be filled out by
ell individusels. The men must fill out 304-3; the women, WRA form 126. In addition,

however, there are those men who wish -to apply for volunteer induction into the

sermed forces. These individuals must fill out three forms, 304-A end forms DSS-154

and 165, these forms being included with this report elsc. 154 is an application
for transfer of the applicant's'Selective Service Board to a local board in the vi=
cinity of residence. This will be a Penal County Board probably located in the

County Seat at Florence. The 165 form is an application for volunteer induction
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into the armed forces, m form which will be processed by the Californie local

board of the residents here in the Gila Relocation Center. These two forms, it

is t§ be repeated and émphasized, are only for those who wish to enlist in the
Nisei combet battelion. 304-A and WRA-126 have an additionsl purpose. Actually,
they are further applications for leave clearance which will be processed.s A
point then of such compulsory registration is that an actusl segregation is now
possible. People mey be cleared on the basis of their own answer in regard to
loyalty. Checks are then made with the FBI and if loyalty is escertained and
clearance given by these mgencies, leave clearance will be available for =ull who
fit into this category. Even though there is no specific statement against an in-
dividual in the FBI files or in the files of the Army of Nawel Intelligence, it
seems mpparent thet questions 27 and 28 if snswered "no" by either sex, will bring
sbout some kind of segregation end prevent those who avow themselves to be disloyal
from resetflement. The issue to be feared then is that tooc many Japenese will avow
themselves disloyal with the result that public opinion may again be turned ageinst
the Americen Japanese and the process of resettlement thus hindered.

One other point which should be mentioned here regarding this particular
aspect of the problem is that of the draft. Ceptain Thompson, in esnswer to ques-
tione brought before him igkhe verious meetings over which he presided, gave
sssurence that the draft would be given some time in the near future, The fears
of the femily break-up are'founded in'this statement, There is some reason to be-
lieve that many Issei are counseling their children 40 answer the significant ques-
tions negatively so that they will not have to leave their family. Thus, LEEper-
man's editoriml is borne out in this statement that "loyalty is not the only issue."
such matters as loyslty, duty, and patriotism, sre made secondary to the strong
Japanese family tie so prominant in mpplication emong the rural people who are re-
sidents of this ceniar.

Following the registration of women, the registration of Issei, that is,

aliens, is to take place and probably the same difference in the use of the forms
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involved will be observed for men and women. This will finish the matter of regis-
tration in the Gila Center. At the present writing, registration of women is about
to begin. Events will be followed carefully from here on.

In conclusion, it mmy be stated that the eventual percentage of those answer-
ing these questions which are so significant on the conceived basis of loyalty and
disloyalty will be in the affirmetive majority. It may be that by the time the
total registration is completed, sbout 70 per cent of the population will have an-
swered affirmetively. This is & guess on the part of the writer in view of obser-
vation of the trends which ere manifesting themselves in the community. Naturally,
the result will depend upon the home pressures which can be exerted upon this in-
dividual or that by his family. There are those who are less optimistic and pre-
diet an equal distribution of "yes" and "no" answers. In view of the fact that
community feeling has largely died down, there seems some remson to believe that
events are taking & change for the better. At the preseant writing, the ratio of
those enswering "yes" has been sbout 60 per cent. TWhat the result of the registra-
tion will be is difficult to foretell; perhaps, it may been segregation; perhaps,
it may be that the widely circulated rumor that Canal Camp will be made into a
segregation cemp may have some foundation. There seems little doubt, however, that
those who answer "no" to questions 27 and 28 will be eventually subject to disfran-
chisement if they ere citizens and possibly deportation in the post-war period. At
the present writing, too, the community has reached an almost lethargic statg, the
out-spoken agitators against Army enlistment and registration having been removed.
The result is that no one dares to come out against Army enlistment or registration.
The situation at present is very, very quiet, end there seems little doubt that un-
less something unforeseen occurs, it will continue to be so.

It is true that. Army volunteer enlistments are meéting with a generally poor

reception, and although no figures are available, it is said that about 40 persems

have thus far volunteered in both camps. It seems unlikspihat if this is true,

there will be many more. Figures on voluntesr enlistment will probably be published
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in a short time.

The Japeanese section of‘tha newspaper has built up = certain smount of
propagends against registration and enlistment, not by over!i mimtememt® but by
rather subtle statements. The editors of the Japanese language section have long
been suspect by the writer of dﬁsseminating not pro-Axis propaganda but, rather,
anti-administration, anti-Americen propaganda. For example, when it was announced
in the English section of the newspaper that 7425 Hawaiian Nisei had volunteered,
ettention to this was called by the Jepanese language section, the article reading
as follows: "7425 Nisei voluntesr in Haweii, but they are not evacuees." ALl of
which is true, but this is something which only serves to enhance the public opin-
jon that the American Jepanese have already made their sacrifice and thet it is
inhuman to expect znother one from them. _One significant point may be another in
regard to this attitude and this is in reference to the marked difference between
the Issei and the Nisei. In mentioning Issel, Kibei are understood to be included.
The significant point is that Kibei and Issei alike are willing to meet a common
goal end ms individuals they are willing to cooperate with one another sven w0 cthe
point of sacrificing themselves in protest; witness, for exemple, the Kibei who
nave asked to be segregated in Moab. In this relation, they have the full support
and understanding of the Issei community. In conirast, the Nisei are divided and
presenv a front of many conflicting emo.ions. Tnere is family fesling and famiiy
resentment. There is loyalty to the degree of volunteer enlistment and there are

pro-Axis declerations; there is &an anti-JACL faction as opposed to t he JACL.

For the first time, the position of the Nisei &s a merginal man is note--“\%

worthy. He is confronted with en issue which has two sides, that of his family

or his past end that of his future in America. Tn most cases, the Nisei takes
the emsiest way out by following the line of least resistance. He is, therefore,
amenable to the wishes of his family, often egeinst his own wishes and often
sgainst his better judgment., By dcing so, however, he svoids conflict and retires

into himself, concealing his real emotions. There have been two cases, thus far,
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of individuels unable to stand the strain, who have become unbala nced as the resu;;ﬁj;>

f

of these conflicting pressures. It is easy to see why the Issei and Kibei, with a K\—f
l

common purpose and & common culture, sre no match for the undisciplined and unde-

R

cisive Nisei. This application of the theory of the merginal man can, I think, be

no better exemplified then in this case. As long as the Nisei are subjected to
Japenese culturel influences through their friends and amssociates, they cannot
emerge as strong characters capsble of building up their future in this country.

Whet the enswer to their future will be is not & point which cen be decided here.
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SUBSEQUENT LVENTS

With the dying down of the furor over the registration and proposed en-
listment of citizens, no further demonstirations of any kind have taken place,
a fact which to the observer seems rather remarkeble and yet which is rather
well borne out by the apparent ansence of any kind of tension or of group dis-
satisfaction. Mention is made above of the fact that sliens are now permitted
to enlist in the ermed forces. It is also expressed that the registration was
to effect all persons between the ages of 17 and 38, whether mlien or citizen,
whether male or female. Registration of women began on Thursday, February 25.
At this time, a lieutenant from the Women's Army Auxiliery Corp came into the
center in order to confer with Captain Thompson and to bring propagenda to bear
in order to effect the enlistment of some of the women in the community in the
WAAC. Like Captein Thompson's meetings, this women is beginning to preside over
meetings of girls in order to urge them to consider the WAAC as their coniribu-
tion to the wer effort and to stress the training and the activities which are
offered by this branch of the service. These meetings took place in Canal Cemp
on the night of the 25th and are to take place according to the present plan now
in effect shortly in Butte Camp.

Not & great deel of information has come to the attention of the writer
regarding the status of Japanese women in this orgenization, In fact, there
has been no finel decision &s to whether Nisei will be allowed to enter this

unit. The fact that the WAAC lieutenant is here is sufficiently indicative,

however, that a favorable decision will be forthcoming. It is difficult to say

whether the reception which was given to the lisutenant in Canal is indicative

of the position of women in the Japanese social system. No pressures whatsoever
have been put to the girls to dissuade them or 1o encourage them in this matter
of Army affiliation. Very likely, most Issei cannot conceive of the fact of

women joining the ermed forces so that to many it is simply an opportunity of a

jobe A list of the female persons between the ages of 17 and 33 has been com-
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piled, and it is hoped that by invitatio? all of these girls will attend mest-
ings sponsored by the WAAC lieutensnt. The normal age limit for enlistment in
the WAAC is 21 to 44, and whether the privilege of enlistment will be extended
to all is not known. There a number of girls who intend to volunteer in this
corp? In fact, there is probably @ higher percentage of such volunteers than
there is among the men. . A number of the mdministrative secretaries and other
trained personnel plan to enter this unit. So far, it is to be noted that the
possibilities of this branch of service had not had any particular effect upon
the people here.

Women, as is mentioned above, are to be registered on the revised form,
WRA-126. Registration of aliens has some extremely interesting results, There
are 300-odd individuals in camp who fall into the specified age catggory among
the men and, perhaps, an equal number or even a greater number mmong the women.
The men of this class are from the so-called yobi-yose group, men who are much
like Nisei. Most of these individuals have attmined » rather high degree of
education in comparison with the rest of the community and most of them came
prior to the alien Exclusion Act of 1924, The result is then that most of them
are able to speak English well. Since this group is small, it was easy to ef-
fect the registration of them in one dey. The women have not, as yet, been
celled upon to register. In fact, alien women will be ths last of the group to
register,

Alien men between the mges of 17 and 38 registered on Wednesday and were
the last of this particular age group to be taken., Male registration is now
complete. Regarding the aliens, the seme pattern pattern of registration was

followed, the men having to fill out form 304-A of the Selective Serwice system,

while the women will be registered on the WRA form. The Army decided that in

view of the fact that the Nisei had given such a poor response to registration,
that the aliens would be excepted from answering the questions which caused such

a controversy emong the citizens. OQuestions 27 and 28, therefore, were left on
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the 304-A form. If an individual chose, he might answer these questions as
he saw fit, but he was not obliged to. At the bottom of the form a question
was typed in which might be answered by the individual registering in lieu of
questions 27 end 28, This question remds: "Do you solemnly swear to obey

the laws of the United States and to do nothing which might be of detriment

to the war effort of this country?" It was here that a remarkable occurence

took place. About half of the aliens who registered those to answer the al-
ternative question and to leave out questiions 27 and 28, .In every case of
those who chose the alternative question, the answer was in the affirmative.

A very small percentage, less than 1 per cent in fact, according to Mr. Land-
ward chose to answer questions 27 and 28 in the affirmative. tnus, ot 300-o0dd
people in both cemps that fall into this age group, nearly 100 per cent sn-
swered affirmetively either questions 27 and 28 or the alternative question,
Captein Thompson has chosen tc view this situetion as tremendously puzzling.
In view of the fact that so many Nisei obliged to enswer questions 27 end 28
did so in the negative end, yet, on the other hand, non-citizens chose to com-
wmit themselves favoraebly on these questions or of the question which presumably
had the same effecty Captein Thompson is incapeble of seeing the sociml implica-
tions which lie behind these answers., He end Project Dirsctor, Beanett, are
inclined to view the situstion =s terribly significant, something which is in-
dicative of & sinister end deep plot. The Leave Officer, John Landwerd, was
successful in convincing Captain Thompson that this was not actually the case.
Project Director, Bemnett, however, is not at all convinced, being only too
willing to see an insidious plot in the registretion statistics. It seems fair-
ly obvious, however, that the reeson for such a situstion lies in the consider-
ation of these younger Issei. In the first place, they are largely like Nisei
except thet they are better adjusted because they have not been obliged to

choose between Japen and the United States inasmuch &s United States gitizenship

hes been barred to them. MNost of them are single, having few family ties,
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while meny have relatives in Jepan. There are some, of course, who have aging
parents with them in the center, and others who are married and have small
femilies of younger children. The group as a whole has never been concerned
with Nisei problems. For the most part, they are not subject to domination by
their perente inasmuch as the background which they brought with them from Japan
does not conflict with thet of their families.

More so than the Nisei, this group takes pride in the fact that they
live in America and is content to accept the advantages and disadvantages which
America offers. This group has never been a pressure group except as its single
men have allied themselves with other single men in the so-called dormitories.
Those who have children are anxious that their children should make their way
in America. In the main, these aliens have not been subject to éither family
or group pressures, with the result that they are more free to make a decision.
On a percentage basis, it is said that a large number of them have volunteered

for service in the Army thereby, of course, meking themselves eligible for

naturalization, On the whole, this alien group has presented very clearly its

willingness to cooperate with the nswly established program. The sketchy rea-
sons outlined above and a consideration of the social background of the group
which has never been embroiled in the Nisei conflict show clearly the justifi-
cation of the stand taken by these individuals.

In Canal Oamp, of the Nisei who registered, 44 per cent of those who
had given negative answers to questions 27 and 28 reconsidered and changed
their answers. The end result is that Canal Camp has given am much better show=
ing than Butte. The end result of the Canal Camp registration of the men is
thet sbout 80 per cent are willing to serve in the armed forces and have re-
pudieted mllegience to the Jepanese government.  The percentage in Butte is
probably lower due to the strength of the Kibei element. Very likely, howevaf,
the end result, although less, will be preponderantly on the side of an affirm-

ative answer. Whether the same situation will occur for the other relocation
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centers is not known, but probably as these various struggles die down, some-
thing similer may be shown statistically.

The sheep may, therefore, be separated from the gomts. It is pretty
clearly indiceted that some kind of segregetion will begin to take place very
shortly. In fact, by the end of this current week (Februesry 20), all of those
individuals employed in the cemouflage net factory who have answered questions
27 end 28 negastively will be discherged. Similarly, wardens, firemen, teachers,
edministrative employees, and employees of various other service divisions will
be separsted from their employment. Preference will now be shown to those who

have presented themselves 2s loyel American citizens. Rumors are already rife

regarding the segregation of the loyal from the disloyal. Another round-up of

agitators and subversive leaders is scheduled to take place during the first
week in Marche. Since the initial round=-up of Februasry 16, three other indivi-
duals have been apprehended. There is telk of dividing the two Gila Camps and
putting the ostensibly disloyel people into Camp One and retaining the loyal

in Camp Two. Relocation, private employment outside, student relocation, and
the like, will be prohibited for those who have given negative answers to the
questionnaire's statements 27 and 28. Graduamlly, the Moasb Project for Kibei and
subyersive Nisei will expand. The policy of apprehension esnd segregation will
be continued. There seems little doubt that in view of the large percentage of
those enswering "yes" at Gila, the draft will be opened to those who have ex-
pressed their willingness to enter the service.

The writer had an opportunity to talk over the Moab .Segregation Project
situation with Mr. D. Johnston, Assistant Chief of Internal Security in Butte
Cemp. Johnston and Fredericks had taken the spprehended Kibei in a truck te
the Moab Segregetion Center. Fredericks, transferred from this center to Moab,
will be Chief of Internel Security there. The Moab Project is not one which
has been recently built. It is, on the contrery, an sbendoned CCC Camp. The

individuals confined there will have ample opportunity to remodel the settlement.
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Mr. Johnston described the situation of this camp ms in a most unfavorable part
of the Utah desert. It is masde up of unsttractive berracks which are surrounded
by a high barbed wire fence. There is no project erea proper. The residents
there are forbidden to leave the immediaste confine of the camp and a close guard
is kept at 2ll times. A man by the neme of Best is Acting Project Director. The
population, although small, is expected to increase from time to time as subver-
sive elements in other rslocation centers are seized and interned there. Tt
does not appear as though the Moab Project will be self-supporting. So far as
can be determined, no land reclamation or farming of any kind is contemplated
for the Mosb settlers. There is little doubt that disfranchisement proceedings
as well as deportation in the post-war period are being planned for the Moab
evacuees. It has not, ms yot, been decided what shall become of the families of
the Nisei who have been placed in Moab. Tn the Gila round-up only those indivi-
duals who were suspect were apprehended. The family was not touched.

The aliens were taken to Wl Paso for eventusl internment in Lordsburg,
New Mexico. There is, spparently, some kind of rule or else a policy has not
as yet been sscertained which will allow aliens to be placed in Moab. Apparant-
ly, the camp is to be used exdusively for citizens, and it is not known what

disposition will be made of the families of these Nisei. Eventually, perhaps,

thesé families may be permitted elso to reside at Moab., This problem will pro-

bably be some time in being solved.

Tt is the writer's opinion that the danger which confronted the American-
born Jepanese has been circumvented. suffieient heve answered favor?bly on the
question of loyalty to justify the segregation and the possibility of the draft.
0f course, an unfavoreble response to Army enlistment might as yet jeopardize
the program. The officisls concerned, however, do not seem to be worried over
this possibility and, although e number of Army volunteers is a secret, it
appears that the prescribed quote of volunteer eanlistments will not be met.

sufficient seemed to be volunteering, however, from all rumors and reports to
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Justify the Army's program. At Gila, the situation has not changed since the

day of the round-up, and the pressure groups continue to remain silent. Tt
seems unlikely that further demonstretions of any messed nature will take place.
Additional information will be forthcoming regarding the situation from time to

time.
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Some discussion of the day to day occurrences in the military regis-
tration and enlistment progrem which took place at the Gila Helocatioﬁ Gen=
ter beginning February 8, 1943, has already been forthcoming. The repercus-
sions of this program are still spreading throughout the community, howevery—
with important effects and results. Questions 27 and 28 of the military

 form questionnaire and of the analagous WRA form for those above the age
group of 17 to 38 end for women have proved to be significant and continue
to be so. The administrative staff conceived the answers to such questions
to be determinmtive of loyelty to the United States. The registration pro=
gram, ostensibly, brought_about the investigation of the Senmtorial Commit-
tee investigation headed by Senator Chandler for the purpose of determining
the advisibility of permitting the WRA to exist as the civil authority

charged with the administration of the relocstion centers and to determine

the justification for the sequestration of the so-called disloysl elements.

Disloyalty is now more or less of a forgotten issue as is the military re-
gigtration, so far as the residents of the community are concerned. The
effect of the Chandler hearing was, without doubt, to place a stamp of ap-
provel on the WRA and its resettlement program. The difficulties which
confronted the iqdividual evacuee prior to the registration and the Chand-
ler investigetion arendw almost completely wiped away This has been des-
eribed in a recent snalysis of the Leave Office and resettlement of the
Gile Center.

There is a definite relationship, however, between registration and

resettlement. The registretion forms themselves were understood to be

epplications for leave clearsnces. All of those who have answered "no" 1o
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questions 27 and 28 are forbidden from resettling. The privileges of s
one or two-day short-term leave to visit adjacent locelities is denied
those who haveanswered ™uo". WNegative asnswers to either question are suf-
ficient at this time to barr an individusl from leaving the center limits.
There were many who had snswered "no" to question 27, which pertained to
the combat service and willingness to participate in the armed forces, but
on the othér hend, affirmative enswers to question 28, which concerned re-
pudiation of foreign allegience, were given. 1In most such cases, the in-
dividuels concerned did not understand the registretion. Having families,
they were reluctant 1o leave eand, being under an impression that affirma-
tive answers to question 27 were tantemount to enlisting, negative answers
were given. They, too, are barréd from resettlement, although it begins
to appear that they will eventually be allowed the privileges and that some
consideration will be given to them if they wish to chsnge their emnswers to
question 27. Those who =nswered both questions in the negative are under-

stood to be disloyal. o questions can be contended for the reasons behind

their answers or the misunderstanding of the registration program.

For a month after the inception of the registration program, it was
possible to change answers. Cases are recorded of some individuals who
changed their answers "no" to "yes" and back again, four or five times.
Since this privilege of changing answers was at one time allowed, it is
conceived that permission should not now be given to permit a change of
opinion. Under the present circumstances, however, if a person does "re-
pent" and wishes to change his answer, he may make applicetion in a letter
to the Project Director, who will appoint a board to hear his case. IR
this letter, he must clearly state why he wishes to change his enswer.

Not much consideration is given to those who had given negative answers

and who now are worried becsuse permission to resettle is denied them or-
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because they fear eventual sequestration. Meny Nisei who answered the two
questions favorably from the adninistrative point of view are under the
opinion thet under no circumstances should opportunity be given to change
answers nowe. There are a number of inflividusls in the center who do wish
to change their answers end who have sent to the Project virector a letter
requesting this change. No action has been taken on these as yet, further
clarificetion being aweited from Washington. The guestion in the minds of
the administrative officisls at the moment is: "Can such & board appointed
by the Project Director to hear these cases end proposed to be composed of
evacuee leaders and some of the administrative staff be sufficiently objec-
tive to weigh the reasons involved in an individusl answering as he did
and to pass on permission for him to effect changed answers?" It begins
to sppear as though such a board could not be sufficiently objective and
thaet some further steps should be taken in order to prevent a potentielly
disloyal and, therefore, dangerous individual from leaving the center,

Administrative opinion, at the moment, contempletes a probationary
period. An individual making epplicetion to chenge his answers should be
placed under surveilance for several months before permission is given.
Thether this contemplated probationary period will pass the National Head-
quarters is debatable. It becomes apperent, however, that as the keynote
of the community extends itself towards resettlement, meny of those who
answered "no" to questions 27 and 28 ere wishing that they hed not done so.
In most ceses, the misunderstanding which was brought ebout by the regis-
tration program was overcome snd most of the individuals registering under-

stood what negative enswers entailed. At Gila, there was & lerge number

of individuals who answered "no" to questions 27 and 28 on the basis of &

protest ageinst evacustion, ageinst depravation of citizenship privileges,
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end against the cmditions of the relocation center. A large group of
Nisei snswered in this way and steadfastly refused to change their answers,
elthough a number of them sre beginning to waver. The administration is
puzzled as to what to do with such individuals. Such protests are con-
gidered to be by some &s velid. The Project Directorship, however, con-
tinues to regerd negetive enswerys as indicative of disloyalty. GSome talk
in Washington is going on at the present time 1o arrange for some consider-
ation of those who have entered protests in this way. No clarificetion of
their status is as yet forthcoming.

The WRA apparently does not desire that all of those who answered

"no" should be interned and prevented from resettlement. Thile it is true
that the privilege of changing answers was once given and now is no longer
possible, it begins to appear as though eventually this will come about
ageine Chandler, in the report of his committee, states that he found
twenty per cent of the population of the ten relocetion centers to be dis-
loyal, those having given negative answers to either one or both of the
questions. Chandler does not state, however, whether thisiisithe result

of the over-all registration or of the given age group, 17 to 38. Tor

those in the given age group, this number, twenty per cent, seems to be

rether small in view of the furore that registration casused in so many of
the centers. It esppears es though this number if that of the over-all
registretion of women, aliens, and citizens of the given age group, end
ell others =s well. Among the men in the 17 to 38 age group at Gila,
there were thirty per cent negative snswers. These negative answers,
from 211 that cen be-determined, were in the most part on the basis of
protest. Such protests, however, might well be related to the other rea=-

sons for negetive mnswers such as desire to preserve family unit, etce
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At eny rate, at Gile thirty per cent of the eligible male citizens an-
swered "no".

No pressure was exerted on women, with the result that in nearly
every case, women professed loyaltye. For the most pert, the alien popu-
lation professed loyalty. These eliens had to f£ill out the "RA counter=
part to the Selective Service forms In this case, however, rather than to
answer question 28, they were given an alternative. They might answer
question 28, but if they wished, they could answer an sppended question
relaetive to obeying the laws of the United States and to doing nothing
which might be of impediment to the war effort of this country. About
seventy-five per cent of the slimms chose to enswer the slternstive ques-
tion. No stigma is attached to their choosing this question, end they
may resettle st will. A very small percentage of them refused to comuit
themselves on either question 28 or its alternative. On the whole, the
alien registretion was far more encouraging then was that of the citizens.,

The Leave Office, at thet time in charge of registration znd now
concerned with the compilation of statistices of registration and so on,
believes that if this alternative question hed not been inserted, the alien
response would have been equally as good. It is remarkable that the aliens
exhibit a far greater ability to cooperate with the military in the regis-
tration program.

Thirty per cent of negative answers at Gila involves 1100 in the
given age groupe. Considering these individusls with their families, about
4,000 people are involved or one-third of the entire community. In the

mein, these people will be prohibited from resettling. Circumstences will

bring this prohibition sbout. The question arises of what can be done with

individuals of this sort. There are 4,000 people, therefore, in addition

to those so-celled loyal people who are unwilling to resettle, who will re-
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main in the center. A question thus arises as to how extensive the re-
settlement progrem cen be. As the result of the military progrem, the

WRA found itself in a very difficult position. Its existence as a seper=-

18
ate agency was definite{ﬁhreatened end, for a time, it sppeared as though

it mighf be relegated to the Wer Depertment under the seme provision as
existed for the WCCA. uyer's progrem, however, spparently met with Sena-
torial approvel and with Army approvel. Chandler's statement that twenty
per cent were disloyel is not, indeed, as large s figure as the Americen
public-might be led to suspect. As long as this is so, the existence of
the "RA is justified snd the resettlement progrem has full administrative
approval. It is fortunate for those evacuees desirous of resettlement

that this is 80
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. Excerpt from Robert Spencer's letter of February 12, 1943
"Now, 1t will be necessary to mention the things that are going
on in the community which seem to have such terrific implications. I
think it well here to mention some of this to you sort of in the form
of a report. T shall try to keep you informed on it as the days go
by. As you may have guessed, it concerns the opening up of volunteer

enlistments in the “rmy to the Nisei. Landward, as Leave Officer,

recently returned from Washington where he had become aecquainted with

the rélocation program in a ten-day course of instructlon given to
Leave Officers from all projects and became aware of the fact that
the Niseil were to be drafted but that first volunteer enlistments
would be opened up to the Nisel, and that this program was to commence
immediately. ©Simultaneously in all ten relocation projects, crews of
Army officers and Cagucasian and Japanese non-commissioned personnel
are bringing under way propaganda for enllistment. This body of

Army personnel which functions here and in other centers has a
two—fold purpose. In the first place, they are to accept volunteers
for enlistment in the Army, and in the second place, they are to
register all Nisel including Kibel, except those who have applied for
repatriation, between the ages of 17 and 38. The 1idea being to have
a source of man-power for defense industries and to further clarify
the situation in regard to the draft through registration. These
Army men were to have presided at meetlings which are designed to
bring adfcss to every group in the community these two facts: (1)

the necessity for registration which is compulsory and (2) the
desirability of enlisting in their own Nisel combat battalion which

is now being formed. Incidentally, the latter will be in addition




to the 100th Infantry which 1s an 211-Nisei battalion made up
principally from Hawailan sources.

Lowie, Charlie, and myself attended the first meeting iIn which
Captain Thompson spoke. Landward was there and Bennett. The meeting
took place in Camp two with the heads of all organizations present as
well as Block councilmen, Block chairmen, and Block Managers. The
idea was to bring across to these leaders the necessity for enlistment,
the fact that 1f the quota of 3500 for the ten relocation centers 1s
not met, the results may be very catastrophic so far as public opinion,

=

and, more, administrative oplnion will mold the future of the Japanese

in Amerlca. here seems to be little doubt that if public oplnion
cannot see sufficient of the Nisel volunteering in the Army, the con-
census in the cowtry will be unchanged, namely to the effect that the
Japanese in America are disloyal to a man.

So many issues are involved in the consideratlon of this fact,
people concerned have resolved to discuss all principles involved;

that this 1is not now a privilege and that this is not democracy, that

the Japanese in this country have made their sacrifice by acceding to

evacuatlon. jese points, of course, are all well taken. The Nisel
do not want to volunteer. It has been pointed out that the relocation
program which is now in effect will be diverted if the breadwinner of
any given family 1s elther drafted or volunteers. The pressures in
the community are simply terrific and seem to center around the Kibel
clubs, the membership of which will be most seriocusly affected by any
draft. Every day this week meetings have taken place. The first
meeting was that, as I mentloned, for the ostensible leaders in the

cormunity. The second was Spons red by the J.A.C.L, for the Nisel.




The third was an all-Issei meeting, while last night, a meeting

before the Kibel took place. Similar meetings have taken place in

both camps, and it is the aim of Captain Thompson here to try to
reach everyone in the community. Charlie covers the filrst meeting

In detall. Cgucasians have been discouraged from attending the other
meetings because it is said, and ly, that the community at large

sion that the Cgucasian administrators are

4

. At every meeting so
stood out as a re | group strongly opposing
move., Thompson has been as fal belleve a man in his position
could be. Realizing that controversial issues would be railsed, Captain
Thompson has had questions written by the audience. He reads them off
and answers, attempting to give as honest an answer as he possibly can,
but he 1s not always permitted to say at he wants to say. The
audlence will clap and boo or stamp 1ts fe In the Issei meeting
In Butte Camp Wednesday night, handled b > Cap
Sergeant
howls of derision greeted the Sergeant's
in a near riot.
terrifically concerned over the results of Captaln
Thompson's vislt. There are some administrators here who can honestly
see the reasons for hesitation on the part of these Niseil and the
reasons for the terrific pressures against enlistment which are
ralsed by mkhsrx the Kibel and the Kyowa-kal. Question of loyalties
been raised by others, sometimes with disastrous results. There
are members of the administrative staff who think like the general

public that the Japanese in the relocation centers have now shown

their true colors. Bennett himself is at an utter loss to understand
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the attitudes which are expressed here. To analyze these attitudes
briefly, 1t might be sald that the entlre concern 1s for the family
group and the very strong desire to keep the family group together in
thils, the relocation center. It 1ls saild that 1f a famlly were allowed
to get out and establish 1tself on the outside, many more Nisel would
able to el secure in volunteering. An interesting application
Japanese concept of bushido has beeén raised tlme and again. It
sald that the Nisel should volunteer ln accordance with the Japanese
law of chivalry and that 1ln volunteering these Nisel who are put into
a combat unit are giving up thelr lives. What then of their families?
not wish to do
Coupled with this is
sople back,
up untll now has
ant points that

N 7...(:—1. "1.1.:;.8 cen

to,the Project
two J.A.C.L. representatives to the Sglt Lake convention be removed
from the project for a week untll the furor cen dile down; otherwise,
they sald they could not be responsible for the safety of elther of
these two, Ken Tashiro, former editor of the paper; and Nobu Kawal,
C,L. organizer here.

To George Yamashiro was read the Seditlon Act: he is the

ent of the Kibel Club. He was told flatly by Bennett that if
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his group did not cooperate with Captain Thompson 1in the meeting,
was held last night, he would be held personally responsible and
be indicted on a charge of sedition. The Kibel meeting was then
It is true that controverslal guestions were ralsed,
of controversial guestions
in his attempt to clear up the matter. Afte > meeting, however, the

Kibei remalned seated, ennett, Landward, Thompson, and a few
Caucaslan administrators, members of the American Leglon who had been
invited, left. George Yamashiro then got up
He took a very
volunteer énlistment, and the likse,
but for himself, he said he would
family, because of the fact that he hac ready been classe
an enemy allen even though a cltizen, nor would he do a nything
which would be rimental to the cause of his race. He spoke In
Japanese to the Klbel at 3 talk has not as yet come to
the attention of the adm stre naps it should; I do not
know, Yamashiro, moreover, d that he would not even demean
himself by working in the camouflage factory as many Kibel have done,
that he wouldn't even touch money made at the expense of the blood of
brothers. When he
Kibel recreatlion hall, as well as © sel who had been standing

outside, filed out without comment, without demonstration of any kind.

The controversial issue which is one of the sources for di

content arises out of the questlonnaire which every person between

the ages of 17 and 38 must f1ll out. This guestionnalre has two

(=]

questions in 1t, numbers 27 and 28, the gist of which 1s as follows:

£
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o7 states (I paraphrase), "Are you willing to serve in the combat
forces of the United States? 28 (likewise paraphrased) states in
effect, "Do you renounce allegiance to all foreign powers save the
United States alone?" It is understood by Captain Thompson that

these questions may justly be answered with reservation. For example,
a person msy say in answer to 27, "Yes, if T am drafted", in other
words, he may answer conditlonally. He also has the privilege of
saying that he doesn't know. The Kibel have made a very strong issue
of these two questions. They are not willing to serve In the combat
forces of the United States; some are willing to serve in a non-
combat capaclty. Some of the more rabid, like George Yamashiro, re-
fuse to answer affirmatively. Many think that if 27 is answered "Yes",

-

hey are subjecting themselves to Army enlistment. Thls point although
if clarified once has been clarifled 50 times very patliently by
Captain Thompson has not been fully understood. The community
at large simply will not understand what the two-fold purpose of the
resistration is and that volunteer enlistment does not follow because

rerson has fllled out the gquestionnalre.

the J.A.C,L, have been revived a

the more intelligent Nisel who are anti-J.A.C.L. cannot see the matter
in any other light. The far-reaching effects of the failure to enlist
on the part of the Japanese population in America as a whole are not

reallzed and are over-shadowed by the Immedlate issues at hand.

Issues of principle, democracy, and of famlly dlsunity as well as of

the fear of the unknown. All of these are perfecly understandable,
but I would make it clear to you that thls suddenly has become &
tremendously serious thing, especlally in view of proposed Army

control of the relocation centers, the senatorial investigation, and




other factors. Unless the Nisel, lirrespective of any cause of the

njustices which have thus far taken place, can see their way clear
to enlist, the bulk of the American publle opinion will be aroused in
their disfavor. In speeches, Bennett has sald, and Thompson has
corroborated, that to all those who answer questions 27 and 28 in
the negative will come disfranchisement and internment. Not only
would those of guestionable loyalty be effected by this, but all
of the Japanese living in America as well. s expected to get

50 volunteers from the thirteen-odd-thousand in Gila; 3500 belng

16 quota for all the relocation centers. Glla must supply one-
tenth, far, although no call for enllstment has as yet. been

1.

forthcoming and the attempt this ek 1s ake thls matter clear to

the population, I have heard nowhere a favorable report. If 100

volunteer, my own expectatlons will be exceeded by far. It is also
said by Bennett and Captain Thompson that unless

volunteer enlistment, 1t seems very llkely that the draft

pushed through. If this is the case, what will happen to the reloca-
tlon program and to the post-war resettlement of the Japanese?

I hope that you won't think that I am taking a particularly
morbid stand. I wish that you could be here to see what's golng on,
to feel this terrific agltation in the community, and to talk with
Captain Thompson, with Landward, and to have it made clear to you
just exactly what this all does mean to the future of the Japanese in
America. Thompson says that the Army is taking a favorable stand now,
but that it is only a tentatlve measure. If expectatlons are not met,

Beorge Yamashiro and his cohorts are in a position to destroy thelr




own minority group iln this country.

T don't think I have been successful in making this all very
clear to you; 1t seems, in fact, to be a rather sketchy job. I did
- want to hit the high points and bring across the importance of this
thing that has hit the centers. I hope that we will not have to turn

our Study into another channel and term 1t, "Evacuation and Repatriation

Our own worries about our material and the like suddenly appear

o

L]
very insignificant. I might mention that Bennett has taken a very
dogmatlc stand on this 1ssue and that he is at a loss at the objections

raised on the question of loyalty and unloyalty to the United States,

refusing thereby to recognlze the Japanese family system or the

elements of nese. culture. I hope that, too, I haven't gilven
you too dark a pleture, but I'm very much & that I can see 1t

-

Of those who understand that situatlion, Nis
Caucasian alike, there is the same feeling

solution to this significant problem.

tried to keep tab on the attitudes which make up this feeling in the

community and what the results will be."




Excerpt from Robert Spencer's letter of February 15, 1943

"Charlie will describe in some detall the meeting which took
place on Friday which was sponsored by Captain Thompson and Mr.

Bennett. Much has been made of the Sedltion Act, and 1t was stated

publicly that those who hinder volunteer enlistment would find them-

selves subject to imprisonment under the terms of the Act of 1917.
Your own copies of the newspaper will show that the Act has been
publicized and held somewhat as a threat over the heads of those
Kibei and Issei who were in strong opposition to enlistment. George
Yamashiro has been particularly vociferous, as I pointed out before,
in his opposition to the measure of volunteer enlistment. I think
now, however, that since actual coercion has been used to suppress
the recalcltrant groups, the situation is smoothing out a little
bit. In fact, the attitudes have changed to some extent, and it
seems as though some volunteers will be enlisted. At least there is
greater Issel understanding of the problem, and the more out-spoken
Kibel have been silenced. Of course, there is still the individual
femily problem, the fact that this individual or that 1s prevented
from enlisting by his family because of the desire to keep the family
unit intact and to prevent neighborhood criticism which will inevit-
ably result 1f & member of any given family is conceived to be
fighting the mother country. These nelghborhood criticlsms were
brought up before 1n regard to the subject of enlistment in the
language school. Where before, however, the community was up in
arms, the result of ¥Friday's meeting has been somewhat to mollify
community sentiments and to make for less opposition to Army enlist-

ment. It seems that the next feeling will arlse against the




enlistees themselves when thelr names are made public. It is the
desire of the Army and the administration to keep these names secret
until the day of departure. Friday's meeting was a rather significant
one.

Last Monday, you will recall that Block Managers, Block Council-
men, Block Chairmen, and certain club and organization leaders were
present. On Friday, in view of the growing community sentiment,

a list was prepared of leaders in the cormunity as well as the
officlals mentioned above. Invitations were sent out to each of
them requesting their attendance at the meeting in Butte, Friday
night. Trucks provided transportation for those from Cgnal, and at
this meeting the Sedition Act was publicly proclaimed and a much
firmer stand was taken by Captain Thompson. It seems that this sort
of procedure rather than a sympathetle handling of the problem was
more in order.

In my last letter, I believe I mentioned that Charlie and I

thought if one-tenth of the quote of 350 were to volunteer, the

situation would be about normal. It now begins to appear that more
may be expected, perhaps, as some say, 250. I think that 100 to

150 will be the correct number 1f community sentiments do not

change agaln, If the whole thing ls kept out of the papers and they
simply publicize the fact that 150-o0dd volunteered from Gila and,
perhaps, an equal number from the other centers, iInfinlite good can
be effected to a favorable publlie opinion. If this does not work
and adverse publicity 1s given, the whole program might as well

fold up.™




Excerpt from Robert Spencer's letter of February 18, 1943

"The significant thing which is concerning the communlty at
the moment is the fact, as I mentioned before, of volunteer Army
enlistment and registration of all people between the ages of 17 and
38. I have already described the marked Kibel antagonism to this
measure, an antagonism which emsdnated from not only the Kibei Club
but which was supported in both camps by the Issei Vigilante Com-
mittee, and the rather marked pressure group which has arisen from
among the single men 1in both camps.

I have already mentioned guestions 27 and 28 on the general
questionnaire, which is being sent out. I shall forward to you soon
blank copies of these questionnaire forms. Question 27, as you
know, concerns willingness to enlist in an Army combat unit, while
28 asks for repudiation of any other power but that of the United
States:; and, of course, the Kibel, most of them holding dual citizen-
ship, and many Issel have been very strong in their opposition to
answering these questions in the affirmative. In fact, I belleve
that I have mentioned George Yemashiro's addressing his own Kibel
Club on the subject of enlistment. His openly expressed attltude
was one which has been found among many other groups and has been
seconded by the majority of the Issel. TWhen the Sedition Act was
read to the Kibei Club and the threat was made that the act would be

enforced if any of the Kibeil or Issel are known %o be keeping people

from either enlisting or filling out the questionnaire form, the

feeling settled down somewhat, and the Kibei became less out-spoken.
The group pressure exerted by the Klbel, and single Issel particu-

larly, was soon broken up by Bennett's proclamation that all such




forms of agitation would be severely dealt with. This agitation then
seemed to take hold of the community sentiment at large and to settle
in every household where there were Nisel chlldren who might be sub-
ject to eventual draft and who could volunteer and who, at any rate,
were obliged to f£ill out the questionnaire form., A number of cases
have come to my attention. It has been said that some Issei have
threatened suicide i1f their off-springs were to enlist in the Army.
One Issei man 1is reported to have said to his son that if he en-
listed in the Army, he would be killed not only in battle, but the
father sald that he would kill the boy himself before allowing him
to enlist. Several other Issel have been known to threaten disin-
heritance should their off-spring enlist. One Kibei, Charlie tells
this as a true story, went to the registration office with five
dollars and his birth certificate asking that his citizenship be
revoked and offering the five dollars 1in payment for the legal pro-
ceedings, and so 1t has come pretty much throughout the center.

Registration started last Thursday, and in the first days of

registration, 75 per cent of those filling out the questionnalre

forms were answering questions 27 and 28 "no" and "no." Captailn

Thompson, the officer In charge, has been exceedingly discouraged

by this response. Registration in Camp Two started in those blocks
which center around the Kibeil hall, and it begins to appear that

the Kibei were the first to be asked to fill out the questionnaire
forms. Moving away from those blocks, a better response was elicited
and the percentage of those answering in the negative began to drop

a little bit early this week. In Canal, there are many Kibei who

are simply not reporting for registration at the time appointed. The




administration has been so discouraged by this negative answer that
they have called in every one who has already filled in their ques-

tionnaire form and answered "no" and "

no" to the two questions and
have given them the opportunity of reconsidering on the assumption
that there has been a misunderstending all around. Not many, how-
ever, are answering the appeal for another Interview and it begins

to appear that the greater majority 1s opposed to changing their an-
swers and that the two questions remain as they are, in the negative.
Realizing the extent of the agitation exerted by the Kibel group, the
administration had, as I said, read off the Sedition Act as a kind of
threat. This was done last Friday night, but through Saturday and
Monday, the negative answers to questions 27 and 28 still continued
to pour in.

I've made some mention before of the Moab segregation project,
and I think that all of us knew that agitators, pro-Axis enthusliasts,
and others of that brand were to be taken there in time. In fact, it
is already lmown that seven have already been taken away from Poston.
It was never believed, however, that this would be on a very large
scale or that it would come without warning; but that is exactly what
happened on Tuesday afternoon when the FBI moved in and the military
took control from 3 o'clock until € o'clock.

Monday afternoon, Bennett and Thompson and Landward, whose
office 1s aiding the Army in bringing about the registration and en-
listment together with Willlamson the head of the Internal Security
Department, and Terry the Project Attorney had a conference in which

they decided that Inasmuch as it was in thelr power to remove the

agitators, and since agitation was rampant, they would do so. Accord-




ingly, they took the list of names of subversive leaders which had
come into thelr hands, and the five of them went to Phoenix to confer
with the United States Attorney-General and with the FBI to obtain a
legal opinion as to whether there was sufficient case against the in-
dividuals named., The United States Attorney and the FBI gave this
round-up their stamp of approval, and it was agreed that in coopera-
tion with the Army, apprehension of subversive leaders would begin

at 3 o'clock on Tuesday afternoon. The FBI officers in six cars met
at 2 o'clock Tuesday afternoon at the MP barracks outside of Canal
Camp. By 3 o'clock guards armed with tommy-guns had been pléced
around the entrance in the fences of both camps, jeeps were patrolling
the road, and all inter-camp travel was frozen. All of those who were
on the road between the two camps were obliged to remain there and no
one, elther Japanese or Cgucaslan, was allowed to leave the camps'
innermost boundaries. The plan was to clear Cgnal of subversive lead-

ers first, and from Canal ten individuals were taken. The six FBI

cars moved quickly. They had the addresses and places of business of

those who were suspects, and they attempted to strike each at the

same time. Each FBI car had in 1t the FBI agent, a military driver,

ﬁ WRA employee, and an armed guard. They called first at the houses
of those who were to be arrested. The FBI agent, having a warrant
for the arrest of the individual concerned, would force his way in,
backed up with a soldier with a tommy-gun. People were prevented
from entering or leaving the house. The Isseil were given five minutes
in which to change their clothes and say goodbye to their famllies,
and then were taken to a point between the two camps where they were

herded into trucks. The Kibei were given time to pack a bag of warm
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clothing and time to say goodbye to their families. They were then
brought to the junction between the two camps 1ln placed in another
truck. The Canal round-up was completed in about twenty minutes. Nine
Issel were taken and one Kibei. The Issel were, as nearly as I can
tell, as follows: Hirokanl, who figured so prominently in the Tada

beating; Tani, the apparent head of the Kenkyu-kai and agent for the

Rocgl Nippon newspaper who had emerged as a leader at the time of the
Tada beating; Fujimoto, the Issel advisor to the Kibel Club and head
of the Sumo Club; Okambto and Katagawa, Judo leaders; one woman by

the name of Mrs. Matsuda who had been most actlve at the time of the
hearing of Hirokani in that she supported actively the justificationm
for Tada's assault; and three others who are not known to me., The

one Kibei who was taken was a man named Akimoto, who is president of
the Kibei Club. A number of the administrative staff were opposed to
Akimoto's being taken because of the fact that he has been a conser-
vative Kibeil leader and has done much to keep the Kibel more or less
favorably disposed toward the adminlstration. He was taken because

he had answered questions 27 and 28 "no" and "no", and it was believed
that he had been one of those who had agitated for others to follow
his example. The case against him was not clear, but he was taken any
way.

In Butte, six Issel were taken. They were: Dyo, leader of the

Kyowa-kal; Ototaro Yamamoto, whom I have mentloned so frequently.as a

leader of the Issei; his lieutenant, Ando; and three others who were
rather out-spoken in their pro-Axis expressions. Twelve Kibel were
taken from Butte and, of course, the first one nabbed was George

Yamashiro (Poor George, and all my source of information gone); Yama-




shiro's lieutenant, Victor Inouye, the president of the Sumo Club; and

vice-president of the Kibel Club, Fukumoto; and nine Klbel offilcers.
The round-up in Butte took place just as quickly as the round-up in
Canal. The six cars circled the camp and picked up the individuals
concerned in no time at all. Yamashiro and his cohorts were arrested
in the Kibel clubroom. Of course in both camps, news of the round-up
spread qulckly and several individuals who knew that they would be
taken or feared that they would hid. About fifty people have remained
in hiding for the last two days. Several people were hidden by their
friends and have not, as yet, been apprehended, Two more were taken
from Butte on Wednesday. Ong Tuesday, several people barricaded them-
selves in their apartments and refused to come out. A gun jammed
through the window-pane gquickly broke the resistance. No one was
allowed in or out of houses concerned while the arrests were taking
place,

All of the Issei, fifteen of them, are to be interned in the
Lordsburg Internment Camp in New Mexico. The thirteen Kibei are to
be sent to Moab. The Issel were placed on the train Tuesday night;
the Kibei were taken in a truck driven by Mr. Fredericks, assoclate
Chief of Internal Security here who is now being permanently trans-
ferred to Moab. Moab Center is known as a segregation or isolation
center. It is run by the WRA under slightly different rules than
control the usual relocation centers. No resettlement 1s to be al-
lowed for these Kibei, and it seems likely that they will be dis-
franchised and deported after the war.

Now that this policy has been determined upon, there seems no

doubt that others who attempt to emerge as subversive leaders may




find themselves in a similar poslition. Since Tuesday afternoon, re-

marksbly enough, several Kibel have come Into the Project Director's
of fice and asked to be transferred to Moab, and so the process of
segregation is beginning with marked effects in the community. The
first effect of this mass arrest in both camps was that of stunned
surprise. The residents, including myself, could scarcely believe
that this was actually happening. Of course, there has been talk of
it from time to time, but it seemed very doubtful that it would ac-
tually ever occur. ZEveryone found his security threatened, and
there have been no further demonstrations against Army volunteer en-
1istment. On Tuesday afternoon from 3 o'clock to 6 o'clock, little
knots of people began t6 cluster around houses and street corners,
and it looked as though a situation analogous to that which we wit-
nessed at Poston was about to begin, but the feeling died down and
the cormunity settled down to peace and quiet.

Many of the Caucasian administrators are convinced that the
right thing was done and that trouble can now be*alleviated. It 1s
significant to note, however, that the percentage of those answering
"no" to questions 27 and 28 has risen from 75 per cent to almost 85
per cent today. A feeling tThat these individuals who were appre-
hended are martyrs is already rife. Some of the more clear-headed
sdministrators are beginning to wonder if, perhaps, this wasa wise
move. To be sure, agitators and certain leaders were removed from
the community, but it begins to seem very doubtful, however, that
the real core of subversive leadership has been removed. Only the

more out-spoken ones have been taken away. There are those who, in




my opinion, remained behind who provided all along the brains for
such subversive manifestations and declarétions. As long as these
men remain untouched, it appears to me that community sentiment will
remaln unchanged. It is my opinion that among those taken, the

only ones who approximated any kind of leadership at all were Dyo,
Tani, Yamashlre, and Akimoto. It further appears to have been a very
great mistake to have apprehended Akimoto. He kept the Canal Kibeil
siding with the administration and steering away from the Kenkyu-kai,
Now, as he 1s gone, it seems that the Gila Young People in Canal will
swimg over to the Kenkyu-kal, lending to that organization greater
strength than they have had before. It seems that the effect of such
segregation, without apprehending the true leadership, serves to give
these strong Issel organizations the quality of b eing more firmly
established Secret Societies. Other front men will be found to sup-
plant those who have gone, and actually, the community sentiments
are, if anything, more pro-Japanese than before Tuesday. I was of
the opinlon that this sense of making the arrested men martyrs might
precipltate a general strike. There has not been this effect, how-
ever, and it now appears as though this feeling will again die down,
or after some deliberation, some demonstration may take place.

Wie have been wondering what the effect of this will be on the

resettlement program. The fact that people continue to answer these

so Ilmportant questions negatively may when publicized jeopardize the
chances of Nisel for employment in defense industries, leaving only

domestlic and farm work open to a limited few. Public opinion, too,

can be turned stronger against resettlement. I understand that

Dillon Myer 1s definitely in disfavor with Congress and that his own




brain children, draft for the Nlsei and the resettlement program,

are seriously threatened by the Congressional investigation. It may
be that a change in WRA personnel will see the whole pattern of the
relocation centers changed. Myer 1s very worrled according to reports,
and there is the threat of Army control over the relocation center be-
ginning July 1lst, with the WRA relegated to a position comparable to
that of the WCCA, There seems little doubt that the requests for
clearance which are now pending for so many will be delayed. It is
my own frank opinion that the situation is beginning to appear as
ecritical as I thought it might be in my first letter regarding Army
enlistment to you. One good effect this all has had so far as we are
concerned is that the attention of the administration is being re-
moved from us.

This, generally, 1s the report on the situation and I will
keep you informed from time to time. No matter what happens, it seems

that the draft for the loyal Nisel will still be coming through.”




Excerpt from Robert Spencer's letter of February 19, 1943

"From the information that I have been getting from various
members of the administrative staff regarding Tule Lake and other
projects, I see that, as you say, a definite pattern is at work
repeating 1itself almost exactly not only in two centers but in
nearly all of them. Of course you will probably read that Manzanar
and Poston are answering "yes"™ 97 per cent, but I learn that this
average is falling down. Our own is on the increase. As the
Interviewers went from block to block and worked over more to the
Nlseil blocks and away from the Kibel blocks, our own percentage of
those answering yes has increased. OUn the first day of registration,

as I sald, 75 per cent were answering the two questions "no."; by

yesterday, however, 60 per cent were answering "yes" while in Camp

One, about 80 per cent were answering "yes". I believe this dif-
ference to be caused by the fact that Kibel are pretty limited in
Camp One as compared with Camp Two, and 1t has been the Kibei who
have been the subversive element all along.

Groups of TIssel and Nisel have been appolnted by the administra-
tion to make a house to house canvass to urge those who answered "no"
to reconsider. Next Wednesday 1s the deadline for reconsideratlion.

I shall be able to obtain copies of the questionnaire form from

Landward, and I shall forward them to you as soon as I get them."




JRETE—— sty

Robert Spencer

SUPPLEMENT TO INFORMATION ON
REGISTRATION
AT TULE LAKE

It is unfortunate that during a short stay at Tule
Leke I was unable to go through the files of the internal
security department for additional documentation on registra-
tion. In a lengthy conversation with Dr. Jacoby a few items
relative to reglstration were mentioned which bear repetition
here. At the time of registration an army offlcial, Major
Marshall, who, as proved by letters, became very friendly
with project director Coverley, was on the project and con-
cerned himself with close serutiny of the registration program,
None of the project officials, excepting these in higher brackets,
such as Hayes, Coverley and 0'Brien, were aware of Major Marshall's
purpose, whom he represented, or the agency which had sent him.
The handling of the registration itself was In the hands of a
Lieut. Carroll, who was not in any way assoclated with Ma jor
Marshall. Marshall's arrival, coming as 1t did just prior to
registration, and his stay which lasted through the registration
period, make it appear that Marshall was on detall to cover in
some way the registration program. His function in the community
was never explained to many officlals, and Jacoby professes himself
to be at a loss to understand why Mejor Marshall was in the

community. The fact that he was there, however, neeéasitated that

Coverley take a definite stand as a strong man who had the

community under his control., Two factors brought this about, one
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of which was Major Marshall's presence. The other was the fact
that Cozzens from the Regional office arrived on the projeet just
as registration was about to begin., It was necessary for him
(Coverley) to show himself capable of handling the community under
Cozzens' scrutiny. Cozzens had been project director at Gila, and
in his opinion had handled so well a group of opposing Japanese
that he felt capable of meeting any situation whiech the evacuee

colonists might create. In fact, Cozzens stated publiely and

often, not only at Tule Lake at the time but elsewhere, that in
dealing with an unpleasant situation at Gila he had listened to
the demands of the evacuees and then done exactly the opposite.

In a sense this is not true (see accounts of Tada incident). At
any rate, Cozzens appeared on the project full of a certain amount
of inflated ego, and firm in the belief that the evacuses could be
forced into any situation which a project director might impose
upon them, if that project director exerted the sheer force of

his personality. This left Coverley in a rather embarrassing
position, He felt it necessary, in order to Justify himself as
project director, to appear in Cozzens' and Marshall's eyes, as
one who had the situation well in hand. In order to do this, it
was necessary for him to take high-handed action and to attempt to
complete the registration program as soon as possible with the least
amount of apparent dissension in the community and among hils staff
members., One tends to pity Coverley for his complete leck of
understanding of the situation, and his futile attempts at self-
Justification before Marshall and Cozzens., Almost at once the
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situation came out of hand, and Coverley was unable to contrel

it. At the advice of 0'Brien, the project attorney, it was felt
necessary to take recourse to the FBI and to call in FBI agents

to make investigations in the center to ascertain the names of
those evacuees who were attempting to curb feeling for registra-
tion. Reference is made to the lengthy correspondence between

the various FBI asgents in San Francisco, Red Bluff, with Coverley,
and the letters between Dillon Myer and J, Edgar Hoover, In these
letters, Coverley openly criticizes the FBI for their fallure to
succor him in hls hour of need, The whole thing began to revolve
around the question as to how muech jurisdictionary power the FBI
had in handling evacuees in the military zone, It is Jacoby's
private bellef that Bendetsen, alde to General DeWitt, was opposed
to the use of the FBI in the relocation centers in the areas under
his Jurisdiction, and would have preferred to see the matter fall
into the hands of @-2, Thils may be true, inasmuch as project
directors in other states have had no difficulty whatsoever in
ocbtaining the help of the FBI, whereas the projects of Manzanar
and Tule Lake have secured FBI aid with difficulty. It is certainly
true that at Gila Leroy Bennett has had not the slightest difficulty
in securing FBI cooperation., Much of the hysteria whicthemanded
FBI ald, Jacoby attributes to O0'Brien, who for some tlmoghgd been

concerned with Investigations of his own, aimed at aloeﬁtaﬁning

the names of subversive characters among the evacuee quul@tion.
Hayes, furthermore, had completely balled up the instructions on
registration, apparently learning nothing from his atfénding'tha
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Washington conferences for instruction in the procedure of
reglstration. Jacoby remarks also that Lieut. Carroll also

was not fully prepared to handle the situation. Hayes came out
with a statement that all of those who applied for repatristion
need not register, Jacoby, however, showed me & memorandum from
Rowalt stating that it was necessary for repatriation appllcants
to register, This memorandum did not come through until several
days prisr after the beginning of registration, In the meantime,
Jacoby had had considerable disagreement with Marshall, who had
demanded that all of those who had applied for repatriation be
isolated in some sectlon of the community where they eould be kept
out of contact with those who had not applled, As the repatriation

applicatlions plled up, viewed by the evacueces as & substitution for

reglstration, Marshall demanded of Coverley and Jacoby that they

prevent further applications for repatriation. Hayes stuck

solldly by his misgulded interpretation that repatriation applicants
need not register., It was not until Rowalt's memo came too late
that the procedure had to be begun again, but by this time the harm
was done, and the anti-registration feeling had swept the community,
a sltuation which Coverley was completely incapable of handling.

September 25, 1943




HIKIDA ON ARMY ENLISTMENT AND REGISTRATION
At the present writing, Mr, Hikida is engaged in working out his owm

analysie of the Amy emlistment situatlon, Apropos of his contemplated work, it
will be well 40 point out some of his own reactions to the Army program, With
other members of his gemeration, Hikida is in agreement that the dual measure of
rezistration and enlistment coming as they did at the same time wes a tactiocal
error, Hikida has been suscessful in convineing his own block of the role which
the Nisei should play in the present war effort amnd has talked to several Nised
and aided them in overcoming the objections of thelr parents not only to negative
pnswers to questions 27 and 28 of the 504w~A form, bub alse in going so far as %O
enlist,

 Bikida has teken & firm stand ageinst Demett's policy of resorting o

ghreats in order to bring across to the Nisel the necoasity for answering the two
significant questions in the affirmabive, He indicates thet the Issed should
have been informed of the fect that the refusal to answer questions 27 and 28 in
the affimative was tantemount to & erime inasmuch as the negative answersamounted
to treason to the country of citizemship, Net only Hikida, but several Issei with
whom I have talked, have expressed the opinion that the argument regarding loss of
eitizenship made no impression upon most Issei minde, The argument has been raised
by a majority of Issel who were opposed to theélr children cooperating with the
Federal govermment that ciﬂsmhip in itself was valueless inasmuch as both citie
gens end aliens alike had been forced to agree with evacuation, Therefore, logs
of citizenship was not signifiecant, becsuse the feeling gemerally was that oitizenw
ship in itself had been canvelled by evacuation, If, however, negative answers
had been desoribed as crimes, a better reception would have been given because
of the desire of the Issel %o a.voﬂ eonfliots of this sort,

Hikide has made mention of the bushido eomcept., His own enalysis of bushie
o is that the code of the warrior is sppliceble to every person and that, theres
fore, everyone is obliged te serve the ecountry of his birth, lost of the Kibed




use the bushido concept as an agrument for emtering the United States Army and
is failing to cooperate with the Federal govermment and the Army authorities of
the United States, Some Kibei pointed out that their fathers amd brothers had
boen killed by members of the armed forces of the Allied nations, They are,
therefore, obliged to avenge the deaths of these relestives and could not, on the
strength of the bushide econcept, cooperate, Hikida states thet a true application
of the bushido oomcept would be thet all of the Nisei should enter the ermed
fovces if this was the desire of the govermment and that they should receive the
ganction of their relatives and perents, There hed been many bitter arguments
over this concept emd there are many verying views es to its application in the
prosent emorzemoy, The Kibel group is the most enxious %o justify its action in

thiamamrcmﬂnhshofﬁhobmhﬂommandyet,notenlyasﬂiﬂda

points oub but other Issel es well, it is the same Kibed group whioh returned
to imerica in order to avoid consoription in Jepan,

Tt hes beon menbioned elsewhere that the Kibei are a spoiled and pampered
lot who have been pretty mush suecessful in getting their own way, It is this
group which all along has raised opposition to the vapious defense and Army
measures which have been brought up from time to time by the VRA and other govern-
iny agencies, Outespolen statements against such measures as enlistment in the
Avmy Intelligence Division, work in the ecemouflage net, and the enlistment and
registration program precipitated the strong feelings against these measures
whioch manifest themselves in the cenmter, However, these outespoken Kibel were
given the backing of a few Issel in each blook, These were not usually Issei
family men, that is, the more stolid type of dependable persons, ut usually
single men whose fortunes could lie in Japen as well as in America, This
group of single men, being dissatisfied, hes been the foeal point of difficulty
for & long time, In the various blook meetings when the block councilmen ate
fenpts to make olear to the block residents the various issues confronting the
population, agitation has alweys arisen frem the Kibel group of each bloek by the




single men of the Issel generation, During the course of Captain Thompson's visit
to the Gila Relocation Center in ordor to effect registration and enlistment, a
visit was nmh.lv an atbtache of the War Department, Colonel Scobey, who came to imlke
clear to each relosation center the stand of the War Depariment in regard to Nised
and enlistment, Socobey's messege was one of considerable prcuiiu for most Nised,
but in many blocks the Kibei and single men were successful in confusing the issue
80 that the true meaning of Colonel Scobey's words was never really brought across
to mamy blocks, Instead of aiding the purpose, Scobey's visit only served to

add to the confusion,

Wow thot many of the single men and many of the Kibed have been interned,

the Gila Young People group is apgain melking a bid for power, At the present
writing, it has been wnsuccessful in deing this, With the epprehension of the
president, George Yemashiro, and of the chairman of the Board of Governors, Fulue
moto, five or six young mem of the Kibeld group are attempting to insupgurate
political bend-wagons of thelr own so that they can step inbto Pukumoto's position
as the contrdling agent of the Gila Young People, HNo one wants to assume the
presidency, however, inasmich es the president must take the responsibility fer
the actlion of the Board of Covermors, and, as has been showh, Yemashiro's cereer
as & leader was rather shortelived, Until adequate leadership for the Kibed

Club can be found, it seans likely that the position of the organization as a
pressure group will be lacking even though certain mgmbers do make a Bid for
power, The ecclesiastical head of the Kibei group, the Zem Bighop Ochi, is still
active in earrying out religicus programs for the organisation, Xr, Dyo, how
ever, who is sald, probably with some truth, to have dictated the policies of the
organigation, is pome, lir, Hikida, the third advisor, has alvays taken a back
seat in regard to the organization, meeting it only through his asscolation with
Ym;nnhire on the CAS staff, It will be worthwhile to note Hikida's further com=
ments on the Army eituation,




