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The di s t ur banc es i n Post on and Manzanar  appar ent l y wer e not  f or got t en by 

ei t her  t he Army or  t he Congr ess . Dav i s McEnt i r e ment i oned when he was her e t hat  

t hes e di s t ur banc es wer e hav i ng somewhat  o f  a benef i c i a l  e f f ec t , so f ar  as t he 

J apanese communi t i es wer e concer ned, i n t hat  t h i nk i ng peopl e i n t h i s count r y wer e 

begi nn i ng t o t ak e ho l d o f  t he i dea t hat  not  a l l  o f  t he J apanese wer e pr o- Axi s or  

pr o- J apan. On t he c ont r ar y , t hes e di s t ur banc es showed t hat  t her e wer e t hose 

J apanese who wer e i nt ens el y l oyal  and p a t r i o t i c . The ef f ec t  of  such di s t ur banc es 

was , t her ef o r e, t hat  i t  was gener al l y agr eed t hat  s egr egat i on shoul d t ak e p l ac e 

and t hat  t he l oy al  J apanese shoul d be o f f er ed an oppor t uni t y t o pr ove t hei r  l oyal -

t y by s er v i ng i n def ens e wor k and i n t he ar med f o r c es . I t  has been agr eed t hat  

s egr egat i on i s nec es s ar y , and t hat  t h i s s egr egat i on shoul d have t aken p l ac e pr i o r  

t o ev ac uat i on. . A r es ul t  o f  t he pr opaganda whi ch f or  some t i me had been di ssemi -

nat i ng-  by t he pr o t agoni s t s of  t he J apanese Amer i cans and, per haps , as a di r ec t  

r es u l t  of  t hes e Manzanar  and Pos t on di s t ur banc es , was t he f avor abl e c ons i der at i on 

by t he Army of  t he enl i s t ment  and dr af t i ng o f  Ni s e i . 

The J  ACL , t he onl y o r gani zat i o n o f  and by t he Ni s e i , had i n i t s November  

convent i on i n 1942 t ak en a f av o r abl e s t and wi t h r egar d t o enl i s t ment  and t he 

openi ng of  t he dr af t  t o t he Ni s e i , bas i ng such a s t and on t he ar gument s t hat  i n-

asmuch as t her e wer e l oyal  c i t i z en J apanes e, t he same p r i v i l eges shoul d be ex-

t ended t o t hem as t o ot her  Amer i cans . Al t hough t he J ACL had t aken t h i s s t and, 

i t  has al so been agr eed t hat  t hey wer e not  i ns t r ument al  i n br i ngi ng t he move 

about , bu t , r a t her , t hat  t hey ser ved t o s ubs t ant i at e t he Ar my's dec i s i on t o al -

l ow t he f or mat i on of  Ni s e i  bat t a l i o ns and t he ent r ance by vo l unt eer  enl i s t ment  

o f  t j i e Ni s ei  i n t he ar med f o r c es , a c i r cumst ance whi ch po i nt s t o event ual  i n-

vo l unt ar y dr af t i ng of  N i s e i . 

Rec ent l y , i n Was hi ngt on, r epr es ent at i v es wer e c al l ed f r om t he t en r el oca-

t i o n cent er s i n or der ' t o di s c us s wi t h h i gh Army o f f i c i a l s t he p o s s i b i l i t y and 
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adv i s abi l i t y o f  al l owi ng Ni s ei  t o en l i s t , At  t hese meet i ngs i t  was dec i ded t hat  

i n addi t i on t o t he openi ng up of  vol unt eer  enl i s t ment , r egi s t r at i on o f  a l l  i ndi -

v i dual s bet ween 17 and 38 woul d t ake pl ace so t hat  an accur at e t ab coul d be kept  

o f  not  onl y empl oyment  po s s i b i l i t i es f or  t he war  ef f or t  but  al so so t hat  t he 

bus i ness o f  segr egat i on coul d be br ought  under  way . Agai nst  t he adv i ce o f  t he 

I RA per s onnel , t he Array dec i ded on a t wo- f ol d cour ses i t  woul d, at  t he same t i me, 

open up vo l unt eer  enl i s t ment  and ef f ec t  t he necessar y r egi s t r at i o n. A t en- day 

cour se of  i ns t r uc t i ons was gi ven t o t hese I RA o f f i c i a l s so t hat  t hey coul d ai d 

t he Army i n f ac i l i t a t i ng t h i s r egi s t r at i on and enl i s t ment . The so- cal l ed Leave 

Of f i c er , t hat  i s t o say t he i ndi v i dual  concer ned wi t h obt ai ni ng l eave c l ear ances 

and ar r angi ng f or  t he ent r ance of  J apanese f r om t he r el oc at i on cent er s i nt o pr i -

vat e empl oyment  i n t he Mi ddl e West  and el sewher e, was t he usual  r epr esent at i ve of  

t he m A f r om t he r el oc at i on cent er s at  t hese Washi ngt on meet i ngs . J ohn Landwar d, 

Leave Of f i c er  of  t h i s p r o j ec t , r et ur ned f r om Washi ngt on ear l y i n F ebr uar y , 1943, 

af t er  hav i ng become acquai nt ed wi t h t he pr ogr am cont empl at ed by t he Ar my. 

Si mul t aneous l y ' i n a l l  t en r el oc at i on c ent er s , i dent i c al  cr ews o f  Army 

per sonnel  wer e br ought  i n . They wer e t o accept  r ec r ui t s f or  t he Army and t o ef -

f ec t  r egi s t r at i on o f  t he age gr oup ment i oned. Onl y t hose who have appl i ed f or  

r epat r i at i on ar e t o be exc l uded f r om t he r egi s t r at i o n . The pur pose of  t he r e-

g i s t r at i o n , gener al l y , i s t o pr ov i de a sour ce o f  man power  f or  def ense i ndus t r i es 

and t o c l ar i f y t he s i t uat i on of  l oyal t y as a pr el ude t o sel ec t i ve i nduc t i on o f  

Ni s ei  i n t h i s age gr oup. Al t hough t he Leave Of f i c er s at  t h i s meet i ng i n Washi ng-

t on depl or ed t he f ac t  t hat  r egi s t r at i on and vol unt eer  enl i s t ment  woul d t ake pl ac e 

at  t he same t i me, Army r ef us ed t o r econs i der  i t s st and and br ought  about  t he 

po l i c y of  "k i l l i ng t wo bi r ds wi t h one s t o ne. " T hus , t hese Army men have met  wi t h 

l ack o f  success f r om t he ver y begi nni ng because of  t he conf us i on i n t he mi nds of  

t he evacuees , not  onl y her e at  Gi l a but  r epor t edl y at  ot her  pr o j ec t s as wel l , * * ot  

t he vo l unt eer  enl i s t ment  and r eg i s t r at i o n . The i dea i s , an i dea whi ch has not  

been ent i r el y d i s pel l ed , t hat  r egi s t r at i on o f  t h i s compul sor y nat ur e i s t ant amount  
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t o Army enl i s t ment * Most  o f  t he I s s ei  ar e o f  t he opi ni on t hat  i f  t hei r  sons $nd 

daught er s r eg i s t er , t hey wi l l  be subj ec t  t o bei ng i mpr essed i nt o t he Army or  

el s e subj ec t  t o a l abor  dr af t j  and i t  woul d t ak e t hem away f r om t hei r  f ami l i es , 

f o r c i ng t hem t o wor k i n defense-  i ndus t r i es . Th i s f ear  wi l l  be di scussed l at er  i n 

r egar d t o communi t y sent i ment s concer ni ng t h i s s ubj ec t . 

Th i s dual  i s s ue has t hus <#i R*>cl ouded t he mi nds o f  most  o f  t he evacuee 

popul at i on. I t  i s not  t o be f or got t en t hat  t he Army per sonnel  her e ar e t o br i ng 

acr oss t o ever yone i n t he communi t y t wo f ac t s . The f i r s t  of  t hese i s t hat  t he 

r egi s t r at i o n i s s o l el y f or  t he pur poses of  t abul at i ng t he av ai l abl e manpower . 

The second i s t o pr omot e pr opaganda f or  t he enl i s t ment  o f  t he Ni s ei  i nt o t he Ni s ei  

combat  bat t al i o n whi ch i s now bei ng f or med. I t  i s t r ue t hat  t her e i s al r eady an 

al l - Ni s ei  combat  bat t al i o n made up l ar gel y o f  Hawai i an J apanes e. Th i s i s t he 

100t h I n f ant r y , whi ch i s s t at i oned i n Mi s s o ur i . The bat t al i o n f or med, however , 

wi l l  be made up mai nl y of  J apanese f r om t he r el oc at i on c ent er s . I t  i s d i f f i c u l t  

f or  even t he obj ec t i ve obser ver  t o di s s oc i at e t hese t wo i deas and t o keep t hem 

c l ear l y i n mi nd. 

The Army per sonnel  ar r i ved at  t he cent er s on t he 8t h o f  Febr uar y and im-

medi at el y began t he pr ocess of  br i ngi ng t hei r  i dea acr oss t o t he evacuee popul a-

t i o n . Each cent er  was ass i gned a cr ew o f  Army men who cons i s t ed of  t he f o l l owi ng: 

a commi ssi oned o f f i c er  i n char ge o f  t he gener al  pr ogr am of  r egi s t r at i on and r e-

cr ui t ment * i n t he case o f  Gi l a , t h i s was Capt ai n Thompson, ass i gned f r om t he di -

v i s i o n o f  Army r ec r u i t i ng . Th i s o f f i c er  i s ai ded by t wo ser geant s , one J apanese 

and one Caucas i on, and t he gener al  mechani cs of  det ai l  ar e t aken car e of  by a 

s t af f  c o r por al , al so a Caucas i on. I n Gi l a , Capt ai n Thompson and h i s cr ew at t empt ed 

at  f i r s t  t o br i ng acr oss t he i dea o f  t he necess i t y f or  enl i s t ment , po i nt i ng out  

t hat  a quot a had been set  f or  enl i s t ees f r om t he r el oc at i on cent er s . Th i s quot a 

f or  t he t en r el oc at i on cent er s i s , al t hough t her e ar e c onf l i c t i ng r epor t s on i t , 

3500. I n t h i s c as e, bet ween 300 and 350 ar e expect ed t o vol unt eer  f or  Army ser v-

i c e at  Gi l a . The o f f i c er s at  f i r s t  concer ned t hemsel ves wi t h ef f ec t i ng Army en-
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l i s t ment , ment i oni ng onl y secondar i l y t he f ac t  t hat  compul sor y r egi s t r at i on woul d 

al s o t ak e pl ace» Of  c our se, t he ar r i v al  o f  t hese o f f i c er s had been pr eceded by a 

good deal  of  publ i c i t y . The i n i t i a l  announcement  t hat  t he J apanese woul d be ad-

mi t t ed i nt o t he ar med f or ces r ecei ved cons i der abl e wr i t e- up i n t he Gi l a newspaper . 

I t  had, f ur t her mor e, been s t r essed i n newspaper s acr oss t he count r y . The Army 

bel i ev ed, appar ent l y , t hat  t her e woul d be no d i f f i c u l t y i n t he mat t er  of  r egi s -

t r at i o n , bei ng unabl e t o fox ŝee t he conf us i on whi ch has r es ul t ed over  t he t wo 

i s s ues . I n t he i n i t i a l  pub l i c i t y , f o l l owi ng t he ar r i val  of  t ne Army per s onnel , 

much was made over  xne mat t er  o f  enl i s t ment , and i t  was not  unt i l  enl i s t ment  and 

compul sor y r egi s t r at i on wer e ment i oned t oget her  t nat  puo i i c opi ni on ar ose agai ns t  

bot h i s s ues . P r ev i o us l y , publ i c i t y had been gi ven t o r egi s t r at i on as wel l , but  

t he »vacuees i n gener al  wer e amenabl e t o r egi s t r at i on of  t h i s k i nd. They di d not  

par t i c u l ar l y oppose t o enl i s t ment  except  t hat  t he J ACL was hel d r espons i bl e f or  

br i ngi ng t h i s s i t uat i on about . I t  i s t r ue t hat  t her e was oppos i t i on t o enl i s t ment , 

but  i t  was no t , pr i o r  t o t he ar r i val  o f  t he Army o f f i c er s , concer t ed among t he 

cent er  r es i dent s . 

An al l - Ni sei  combat  uni t  i s bel i eved necessar y by t he Army but  has been 

sever el y c r i t i c i s ed by t he evacuees who say t hat  t h i s i s r ac i al  di s c r i mi nat i on. 

The Ar my's answer  t o t h i s c r i t i c i s m, whi ch has been l evel ed t i me and agai n , i s 

t hat  an al l - Ni sei  combat  uni t  whi ch mi ght  di s t i ngui s h i t s e l f  i n an Af r i can cam-  -

pai gn coul d do much f or  t he f ut ur e o f  t he J apanese i n t h i s count r y , mol di ng 

Amer i can opi ni on i n t hat  i t  woul d become f avor abl e t o t he J apanese peopl e. The 

Army per sonnel  her e cor r ec t l y bel i eved i t  es s ent i al  t o br i ng ac r oss t o t he peopl e 

t he i dea of  t he nec ess i t y f or  enl i s t ment , t he f ac t  t hat  i f  t he quot a of  3500 f or  

t he t en r el oc at i on cent er s was not  met , t he r esul t  mi ght  be ver y cat as t r ophi c so 

f ar  as admi ni s t r at i ve and publ i c opi ni on wer e concer ned. Adver se publ i c opi ni on 

on t he gr ound t hat  t oo f ew of  t he Ni s ei  vol unt eer ed i n t he Army mi ght  ser i ous l y 

ef f ec t  a r el oc at i on pr ogr am and a post - war  set t l ement  o f  t he peopl e of  t h i s 
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mi nor i t y gr oup. I t  has been r epeat edl y ment i oned by Capt ai n Thompson t hat  t he 

pr ev i ous di sput es must  be f or got t en i n or der  t o t eke i nt o cons i der at i on t he im-

por t  of  t he pr obl em at  hand. I t  has been po i nt ed out  t hat  t he f ut ur e, not  t he 

pas t , i s at  s t ak e. Publ i c opi ni on can cont r o l  and ef f ec t  t he r o l e whi ch t he 

J apanese ar e t o pl ay i n Amer i ca i n t he f ut ur e, and i f  t h i s publ i c opi ni on i s ad-

v er s e, t he l oyal  Ni s ei  may f i nd t hemsel ves i n an unpl easant  po s i t i o n. T h i s , 

gener al l y , was t he pr opaganda whi ch was vo i ced by t he Army o f f i c i a l s and Pr o j ec t  / 

Di r ec t o r , Mr . Bennet t , i n or der  t o make t he younger  Ni s ei  see t he adv i s abi l i t y 

o f  enl i s t i ng i n t he ar med f o r c es . Regi s t r at i on was made a secondar y i s s ue, and 

t h i s pr oved t o be a ver y gr ave er r o r . 

I n comi ng i n , t he Army per sonnel  di d not  expect  t o meet  wi t h concer t ed 

oppos i t i on. The admi ni s t r at i ve o f f i c er s t hemsel ves wer e of  t he opi ni on t hat  al -

t hough t her e mi ght  be oppos i t i on, i n t he mai n, t her e woul d be cooper at i on. No 

one expect ed t o f i nd t he t er r i f i c oppos i t i on whi ch was r ai s ed by a number  of  

gr oups i n t he c ent er . Keepi ng t he t wo separ at e f unc t i ons whi ch t he Army had t o 

per f or m, i n mi nd, i t  wi l l  be wel l  t o exami ne i n det ai l  t he ef f ec t s o f  t hei r  men-

t i o n i n t he Gi l a Communi t y. 

I n t he r ecr ui t ment  pr ogr am, t hey expect ed t o r each onl y a f ew peopl e; i n 

t he r egi s t r at i o n pr ogr am, t hey expect ed t o t eke i n ever yone i n t he s pec i f i ed age 

gr oup. Thi s r egi s t r at i on became mor e s i gni f i c ant  t han t he ac t ual  r ec r ui t ment . 

|Y\  O- l  � S 

The r egi s t r at i on f or  t akes pl ac e on a new di v i s i on of  Sel ec t i ve Ser v-

i c e For m 304- A, "St at ement  o f  a Uni t ed St at es Ci t i zen of  J apanese Anc es t r y ," a 

f or m whi ch was pr epar ed J anuar y 23, 1943. I n gener al  t h i s ques t i onnai r e concer ns 

gener al  i nf or mat i on r egar di ng t he i ndi v i dual  and i s f a i r l y anal agous t o any sim-

i l ar  r egi s t r at i on f or m wi t h one or  t wo exc ept i ons . These except i ons ar e concer ned 

wi t h t he r egi s t r at i on wi t h any J apanese agency whi ch mi ght  make f or  t he dual  c i t i -

zenshi p of  t he i ndi v i dual  or  i f  dual  c i t i zens h i p has been c anc el l ed. Anot her  

quest i on concer ns t he appl i c at i on f or  r epat r i at i on t o J apan, whi l e s t i l l  anot her  

r equest s a st at ement  as t o t he i nd i v i dua l ' s knowl edge of  t he J apanese l anguage. 
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Anot her , r el at i v es i n J apan, and so on. These quest i ons ar e not  cons i der ed par t i cu-

l ar l y damagi ng by t hose who ar e obl i ged t o f i l l  out , t he f or m, and no par t i c ul ar  

cont r over sy has ar i s en over  t hem. The l as t  t wo quest i ons on t he f or m, however , 

ques t i ons 27 and 28, have been t he sour ce o f  one of  t he bi t t er es t  s t r uggl es whi ch 

has , as I  s a i d , t aken pl ace i n t h i s , and as t he wr i t er  under st ands, ot her  r el oca-

t i o n c ent er s . Quest i on 27 s t at es , "Ar e you wi l l i ng t o ser ve i n t he ar med f or ces 

o f  t he Uni t ed St at es on combat  dut y wher ever  o r der ed?" and quest i on 28 s t at es , 

"Wi l l  you swear  unqual i f i ed al l egi anc e t o t he Uni t ed St at es of  Amer i ca and f ai t h-

f u l l y def end t he Uni t ed St at es f r om any or  a l l  at t ack by f or ei gn or  domest i c 

f or ces and f or eswear  any f or m of  al l egi anc e or  obedi ence t o t he J apanese emper or  

or  any ot her  f o r ei gn gover nment , power  or  o r gani zat i on? " The obj ec t i on t o t he 

move on t he par t  o f  t he Army t o open up t he ar med f or ces t o t he Ni s ei  cent er ed i t -

/r .no c v aus , 

s el f  ar ound t hese t wo ques t i oos )whi c h afca* appear  ̂ innoar.i»*»g ones %Mc h ever y 

G 5 

Amer i can c i t i zen must  answer  t ea' gi ven r i s e t o t r emendous oppos i t i on. Capt ai n 

Thompson and hi s men met  t he f i r s t  gr oup of  evacuees wi t h whom t hey expect ed t o 

deal  i n Canal  Camp on Monday af t er noon, Febr uar y 8 . Th i s was f o l l owed by a si mi -

l a r  meet i ng i n But t e Can?, on Monday n i ght . The same r eac t i on t ook pl ace i n bot h 

camps. I t  was t he pl an o f  t he o f f i c i al s t o pr esent  t he i dea o f  r ecr ui t ment  and r e-

gi s t r at i on ac r oss t o t he l eader s i n t he communi t y. Ac c or di ngl y , a l l  Sock Counci l -

men, Bl ock Manager s , and Bl ock Chai r men, as wel l  as t he heads of  var i ous gr oups 

wer e ur ged t o at t end t h i s f i r s t  meet i ng. Thompson appr oached t he i s s ue at  hand 

i n as f a i r  a manner  as po s s i b l e; i n f ac t , not hi ng but  good can be sai d of  h i s ap-

pr oac h. He has at t empt ed t o be a r  f c î nent l y f a i r  i n t he whol e mat t er  and t o 

t ak e cogni zance of  t he cont r over s i al  i s sues t hat  he r i ght l y bel i eved woul d i n-

ev i t abl y a r i s e . He, ac c o r di ngl y , i n hi s meet i ng asked t hat  quest i ons be wr i t t en. 

He pr esent ed i n a pr epar ed speech t he i mpl i cat i ons o f  enl i s t ment  and br ought  about  

al so t he subj ect  of  r egi s t r at i o n . I n t h i s pr epar ed speech, he concl uded by r ead-

i ng a st at ement  f r om Pr es i dent  Roosevel t  i n whi ch t he P r es i dent , r ecogni z i ng t he 



Page 2 � Spencer 

l oyal t y o f  t he Ni s e i , gi ves t hem t he oppor t uni t y of  showi ng t h i 3 l oyal t y by 

vo l unt eer i ng i n t he Ar my. Af t er  t h i s speech, whi ch l as t ed onl y a shor t  t i me, 

Thompson devot ed t i me t o answer i ng t he quest i ons whi ch had been wr i t t en by t he 

audi enc e, and i n at t empt i ng t o gi ve as honest  an answer  as he poss i bl y coul d. 

On t he Febr uar y 8 meet i ng, t he appear ance of  t he K i bei  Cl ub as a r adi c al  

el ement  as ser t ed i t s e l f . The i dea was t o pr esent  t he ar gument s f or  enl i s t ment  

and t o gi ve an expl anat i on f or  t he necess i t y f or  r egi s t r at i on f or  a f ew days 

unt i l  Febr uar y 11, when t he ac t ual  r egi s t r at i on was t o b t g i n . Havi ng gi ven t he 

gi s t  of  Capt ai n Thompson's t a l k , l et  us t ur n t o an anal y s i s of  t he quest i ons 

whi ch have been r a i s ed . The concer n i n t he f i r s t  meet i ng was r ai s ed over  i s s ues 

of  p r i nc i p l e of  t he subj ec t  at  hand. I n gener al , t he quest i ons concer ned t he 

f ac t  t hat  t he J apanese have al r eady shown t hei r  pat r i o t i sm by agr eei ng t o evacu-

at i o n . Yo l unt eer  enl i s t ment , t her ef o r e, i s not  a pr i v i l ege but  i s si mpl y demand-

i ng of  a gr eat er  s ac r i f i c e t han a democr acy can expect  f r om a mi nor i t y gr oup. 

Access i on t o t he demands of  evacuat i on has been f or t hcomi ng, wi t h t he r esul t  t hat  

t he evacuees i n t he r el ocat i on cent er s ar e not  i n a democr at i c pos i t i on hav i ng 

r enounced t hei r  c l ai m on democr at i c t r eat ment . They ar e, t her ef o r e, not  obl i ged 

t o ei t her  vo l unt eer  or  be dr af t ed. I t  was po i nt ed out  t hat  t he pr oposed r el oca-

t i o n pr ogr am whi ch i s now i n ef f ec t  wi l l  be def eat ed i f  t he br eadwi nner  o f  any 

gi ven f ami l y wer e t o ei t her  be dr af t ed or  vo l unt eer s . Capt ai n Thompson put  as i de 

t hose quest i ons whi ch concer ned mat t er s o f  pr i nc i p l e unt i l  he coul d answer  t hem 

a l l  i n a f i nal  speech r el at i v e t o hi s t as k . He di d at t empt  t o answer  t hose ques-

t i o ns whi ch wer e not  concer ned wi t h pr i nc i p l e but  whi ch sought  t o make some i s s ue 

o f  ever yday mat t er - of - f act  pr obl ems. When he po i nt ed out  t hat  t hose f ami l i es 

who had a son i n t he ser v i ce woul d be gi ven f i r s t  pr ef er ence i n t he mat t er  of  r e-

l o c at i o n , a h i s s o f  pr ot es t  went  up t hr oughout  t he audi ence, not  onl y i n t he f i r s t  

meet i ngs whi ch ar e desc r i bed her e, but  i n l at er  meet i ngs bef or e ot her  gr oups as 

we l l . I t  was po i nt ed out  t o hi m t hat  he di d not  r eal i ze t hat  t he ever age age o f  

A t he I s s ei  was 56, o f  t he Ni s e i , 21. The Ni s ei  i s t he br eadwi nner  f o r  t he f ami l y . 
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I f  he i s dr af t ed, t he f ami l y hope of  r eset t l ement  i s gone. The ol der  I s s ei  

par ent s , most  of  t hem unabl e t o speak Engl i s h , woul d not  be as s i mi l abl e i n a Mi d-

dl e West er n communi t y i f  t he son who coul d t ake t he r es pons i bi l i t y f o r  t he f ami l y 

wer e t o ent er  t he ar med f o r c es . Al t hough t he f act  t hat  f ami l i es wi t h sons i n t he 

Army wer e t o be gi ven r eset t l ement  pr ef er ences was br ought  out , never t hel es s , t he 

v al i d ar gument  ar ose t hat  f ami l i es wi t hout  t h i s son woul d be i ncapabl e of  ass i mi l a-

t i o n and r eset t l ement . Ar gument s r ai s ed agai ns t  t he al l - Ni sei  bat t al i on br ought  

about  t he answer  t hat  t he al l - Ni s ei  bat t al i on coul d be a wor t hwhi l e agent  of  pr opa-

ganda f or  t he Amer i can J apanes e, t hat  by i t  publ i c opi ni on coul d be mol ded f avor abl y . 

Many qui bbl i ng det ai l s wer e r a i s ed, but  t he most  s i gn i f i c ant  quest i ons t hat  have 

ar i s en t i me and t i me agai n ar e t hose whi ch concer n t hemsel ves wi t h democr at i c pr i n-

c i p l es and t hose whi ch expr ess a f ear  o f  t he di s uni t i ng of  f ami l i es under  t hese 

c ondi t i ons of  har ds hi p. The l at t er  ques t i on, o f  c our se, cannot  be answer ed. Ar -

gument s can be br ought  t o bear  t hat  t h i s f ami l y d i s un i f i c at i o n , whi ch has occur r ed 

t hr oughout  t he count r y at  l ar ge and, i ndaed, t hr oughout  t he wor l d at  l ar ge, i s 

happeni ng t o ot her  Amer i can f ami l i es , but  such an answer  has not  been emi nent l y 

s at i s f ac t o r y . 

Regar di ng t hose mat t er s of  democr at i c p r i nc i p l e , whi ch wer e r ai sed i n t he 

f i r s t  meet i ngs i n But t e and Canal , Capt ai n Thompson expr essed hi msel f  i n sympat hy, 

but  he po i nt ed out  t hat  a s t at e of  war  can never  be pur el y democr at i c and he made 

i s s ue of  t he f ac t  t hat  i f  t he J apanese i n Amer i ca wer e t o s ur v i ve, t hey must  sur -

v i ve t hr ough t hei r  own ef f o r t s , t hr ough t he ef f ec t  t hat  t hei r  pat r i o t i c behavi or  

woul d have on t he count r y at  l ar ge. He po i nt ed out  cor r ec t l y t hat  i f  t hese i s s ues 

wer e f o r got t en, he f ear ed f or  t he f ut ur e of  t he Amer i can J apanese. Th i s poi nt  has 

been c l ear l y expr essed on numer ous o f  occas i ons not  onl y by Capt ai n Thompson hi m-

s e l f , but  by t hose Ni s e i  who ar e abl e t o see what  r ef us al  t o meet  t he Army demands 

mi  gi t  mean. An i nt er es t i ng at t i t ude at  t h i s poi nt  i s t o not e t he appar ent  i nabi l -

i t y of  t he peopl e concer ned t o v i ew t h i s s i t uat i on i n an o bj ec t i v e, l i ght  and t o 

cons i der  t he f ut ur e of  t hei r  gr oup at  l ar ge r at her  t han t hei r  own i nt er es t s . 
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AT t hese f i r s t  meet i ngs , t he subj ec t  o f  l oyal t y t o t he Uni t ed St at es and 

i t s war  ef f o r t  di d not  ar i s e wi t h par t i c ul ar  s i gn i f i c anc e. L oyal t y as such i s 

a subj ec t  t o whi ch t he evacuees t hemsel ves have not  gi ven much t hought . Loyal t y 

i s an i s s ue whi ch has come out  l at er  and whi ch has been br ought  out , not  by t he 

evacuees , but  by t he admi ni s t r at i on. The f i r s t  meet i ngs di d br i ng up t he ques-

t i o ns 27 and 23 of  t he r egi s t r at i on f or m whi ch I  ment i oned above. The common 

opi ni on t hat  i f  quest i on 27 wer e t o be answer ed "y es ", t he i ndi v i dual  so answer -

i ng woul d subj ec t  hi msel f  t o Army enl i s t ment  has been r epeat edl y c l ar i f i ed by 

Capt ai n Thompson, but  i t  i s s t i l l  not  f u l l y under s t ood. Sven i n t h i s f i r s t  meet -

i ng when t he ques t i onnai r e f or m was r ead al oud, t he peopl e concer ned, t he ost en-

s i b l e l eader s i n t he communi t y, wer e at  a l os s t o under st and i t . 

Si nce t he news came out  t hat  Army per sonnel  was i n t he cent er  f or  such a 

pur pos e, pr essur es agai ns t  enl i s t ment , al r eady st r ong, wer e suppl ant ed by pr essur es 

agai ns t  r egi s t r at i o n. These pr essur es seem t o cent er  t hemsel ves i n t he gener al  

I s s e i  gr oup whi ch has mi l i t ant l y vo i ced i t s e l f  on numer ous oc c as i ons , but  mor e 

par t i c u l ar l y i n t he K i bei  o r gani zat i ons o f  bot h camps because t he K i bei , as younger  

peo p l e, wer e subj ec t  t o t he dr af t . The dr af t  i s gr eat l y f ear ed, but  i t  seems t hat  

t her e woul d not  be t he t er r i f i c oppos i t i on t hat  t her e i s agai ns t  enl i s t ment . Be-

cause t he dr af t  i s f ear ed, i t  i s t hought  by some t hat  r egi s t r at i on i s t ant amount  

t o a dec l ar at i on of  wi l l i ngnes s t o be dr af t ed? henc e, pr essur es r i s e agai ns t  r e-

g i s t r at i o n . The K i be i , par t i c u l ar l y , have br ought  t h i s about . 

Dur i ng t he week o f  Febr uar y 7 , meet i ngs t ook pl ac e i n bot h camps. Dur i ng 

t he day , t he meet i ngs occur r ed i n Camp One, whi l e Capt ai n Thompson at t empt ed t o 

meet  t he gr oups at  ni ght  i n Camp Two. The f i r s t  meet i ng, as ment i oned above, 

at t empt ed t o r each t he l eader s hi p i n t he communi t y. The second, on Tuesday n i ght , 

was i n But t e Camp sponsor ed by t he J ACL and di r ec t ed t owar d t he Ni s e i . Al t hough 

hes i t at ed t o 

t he J ACL ar r anged t h i s meet i ng, i t  Baafaaaafr  publ i c l y announce i t s a f f i l i a t i o n wi t h 

i t . On Wednesday n i gh t , t he o l der  gener at i on was appr oached and t he at t empt  was 

made t o make t he ol der  peopl e see t he nec es s i t y f or  al l owi ng t hei r  sons t o ent er  
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t he ser v i ce* At  t h i s meet i ng, i n But t e Camp on t he ni ght  of  t he 10t h , t he Ni s ei  

mi l i t ar y a i de, Ser geant  Abur amen, pr es i ded. At  t he same t i me, i n Canal , Thompson 

was addr ess i ng a mi xed I s s ei - Ni s ei  gr oup. The Wednesday ni ght  meet i ngs whi ch 

wer e conduct ed i n t he J apanese l anguage wer e most  uns uc c es s f ul . I n But t e, t he 

Ni s ei  Ser geant  was gr eet ed wi t h howl s of  der i s i on and was not  al l owed t o cont i nue 

\  

h i s pr epar ed speech. Per haps t he f i r s t  meet i ngs on Monday t he 8t h wer e t he most  

o r der l y . Af t er  t h i s , t he communi t y was awar e o f  t he i s s ues i nvo l ved; i mposs i bl e 

ques t i ons wer e asked or  t he audi ence woul d c l ap and boo and st amp i t s f eet  at  t he 

Capt ai n 's wor ds . On Thur sday n i ght , Febr uar y 11, a meet i ng t ook p]a ce bef or e t he 

K i bei  Cl ub i n But t e. I t  has al r eady been po i nt ed out  i n ot her  r epor t s t hat  t he 

K i bei  Cl ub i n Canal  i s not  near l y so ac t i ve as t he one i n But t e. The But t e K i bei  

Cl ub, under  t he l eader s hi p o f  Geor ge Yamashi r o , has been par t i c ul ar l y opposed t o 

t he Army measur e al l  al ong. When t he meet i ng was hel d bef or e t he K i bei  Cl ub, t he 

gr oup was r ecogni zed as danger ous . Yamashi r o, head of  t he gr oup, had been c al l ed 

i n t o Bennet t 's o f f i c e dur i ng t he af t er noon pr i o r  t o t he meet i ng and had been t o l d 

f l at l y t hat  i f  h i s gr oup di d not  cooper at e wi t h Capt ai n Thompson i n t he meet i ng, 

he woul d be hel d per sonal l y r es pons i bl e and mi ght  be i ndi c t ed on a Sedi t i on char ge. 

The Sedi t i on Act  was r ead t o hi m. The K i bei  meet i ng was ext r emel y qui et . Some 

cont r over s i al  ques t i ons wer e r a i s ed, but  t hese wer e encour aged by t he Capt ai n i n 

h i s at t empt  t o c l ear  up mat t er s . Ther e was no demonst r at i on of  any k i nd, but  

af t er  t he meet i ng, t he K i bei  r emai ned seat ed and hel d a pr i vat e meet i ng of  t hei r  

own. When t he Caucas i ons pr esent  had l e f t , Yamashi r o addr essed hi s own gr oup, 

say i ng t hat  Army vol unt eer  enl i s t ment  was ent i r el y a mat t er  of  choi ce f or  t he i n-

d i v i dua l . Of  h i ms el f , however , he sai d t hat  he woul d not  j o i n t he Army f or  a 

number  o f  r eas ons . He coul d no t , he s a i d , as a J apanes e, t ake a st and agai ns t  hi s 

own r ac e; he had al r eady been c l assed as "4- C" an enemy al i en even t hough a Uni t ed 

St at es c i t i z en , and he di d not  wi sh t o l eave hi s agi ng par ent s . T h i s , he s a i d , 

was h i s own per sonal  s t and; i n t he same way , he sai d t hat  he coul d not  answer  ques-

t i o ns 27 and 28 i n t he af f i r mat i v e. The K i bei  have br ought  about  t he cont r over s i al  
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i s s ue ar i s i ng out  of  t he ques t i onnai r e f or m. Capt ai n Thompson has l et  i t  be 

under st ood t hat  t he two quest i ons whi ch ar e so s i gni f i c ant  may j us t l y be answer ed 

wi t h some r es er v at i on. For  exampl e, a per son may say i n answer  t o quest i on 27, 

"not  unl ess d r a f t ed . " Thus , i n ot her  wor ds , condi t i on answer s woul d be al l owed. 

An i ndi v i dual  al s o has t he pr i v i l ege o f  say i ng t hat  he does not  know. The K i bei  

have made a ver y st r ong i s s ue of  t hese t wo ques t i ons , bei ng unwi l l i ng t o ser ve i n 

t he ar med f or ces i n t he mai n. Ther e ar e t hose who wi l l  ser ve i n non- combat ant  

c apac i t y . Many of  t hem, however , par t i c ul ar l y Yamashi r o 's gr oup, r ef use t o answer  

i n t he af f i r mat i ve and cont i nue t o bel i ev e t hat  i f  27 wer e t o be answer ed "y es ", 

t hey wi l l  t hen be subj ec t ed t o Army i nduc t i on. Capt ai n Thompson's answer  t o t he 

cont r ar y i s not  bel i eved» 

Regi s t r at i on had s t ar t ed on Thur s day , Febr uar y 11. l abi l e t her e ar e no 

exact  s t at i s t i c s on t he per cent age o f  t hose expr ess i ng l oyal t y or  di s l oyal t y  ̂ XX 

i s s a i d , undoubt edl y wi t h some degr ee of  r ec t i t ude, t hat  75 per  cent  o f  t hose who 

f i l l ed out  t he ques t i onnai r e f or ms wer e answer i ng quest i ons 27 and 28 i n t he neg-

at i v e . Regi s t r at i on i n Camp Two s t ar t ed i n t hose bl ocks cent er i ng ar ound t he v 

K i bei  Cl ub, and i t  begi ns t o appear  t hat  t he K i bei  wer e t he f i r s t  t o be asked t o / 

f i l l  out  t he ques t i onnai r e f or ms . For  sever al  days , however , t he di scour agi ng 

r esponse o f  mor e t han hal f  o f  t hose r egi s t er i ng cont i nued t o be negat i v e. As 

t he r egi s t er i ng o f f i c i a l s moved away f r om t hose b l o c k s , a bet t er  r esponse was 

e l i c i t ed and t he per cent age of  t hose answer i ng i n t he negat i ve t o dr op o f f  a 

l i t t l e , ear l y i n t he second week o f  r egi s t r at i o n . The admi ni s t r at i on began t o 

be exceedi ngl y di s c our aged. Bennet t  i s sued publ i c st at ement s f r om t i me t o t i me 

i n whi ch he ur ged f avor abl e cons i der at i on o f  Army enl i s t ment  and answer s t o t he 

quest i ons concer ned. The K i bei  seemed t o br i ng about  communi t y sent i ment  agai ns t  

not  onl y r egi s t r at i on but  Army enl i s t ment  as we l l . 

F o l l owi ng t he meet i ng bef or e t hese var i ous gr oups , l eader s , Ni s e i , I s s e i , 

and K i be i , and seei ng t hat  r egi s t r at i o n was maki ng no headway, a l i s t  was pr epar ed 

o f  l eader s i n t he communi t y and i nv i t at i ons wer e sent  out  t o t hem t o at t end 
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anot her  meet i ng under  t he di r ec t i on o f  Capt ai n Thompson i n But t e Camp on F r i day 

n i gh t , Febr uar y 12, The l i s t  was compi l ed wi t h t he i dea of  br i ngi ng i n ever y 

l eader  or  anyone at  a l l  who was t hought  t o have some adher ence. Tr ucks wer e ar -

r anged t o pr ov i de t r anspor t at i on f or  t he i ndi v i dual s f r om Canal . Ever yone was 

asked t o r et ur n h i s i nv i t at i on at  t he door  and a car ef ul  check was madeof  t hose 

who di d not  at t end and at t empt s wer e l at er  made t o cont act  t hem. At  t h i s meet -

i n g , t he Sedi t i on Act  was publ i c l y pr oc l ai med by Bennet t  and a much f i r mer  s t and 

was t aken by Capt ai n Thompson. The ef f ec t  o f  t h i s meet i ng was t o subdue t he out -

spoken gr oups . The r esul t  was t hat  communi t y s p i r i t  di s s oc i at ed i t s e l f  f r om t he 

ac t i v e gr oups who wer e pushi ng an unf avor abl e r esponse t o t he i s s ues i nv o l v ed, 

and had t he ef f ec t  o f  br i ngi ng t hese i s s ues out  o f  t he gr oups and i nt o t he i ndi -

v i dual  homes; i n f ac t , t he l as t  mani f es t at i on of  concer t ed communi t y sent i ment  

was t he appear ance Sat ur day af t er noon, Febr uar y 13, of  l eader s i n a mass I s s ei  

meet i ng hel d i n t he But t e amphi t heat er  and #i i c h was des i gned t o swi ng communi t y 

sent i ment  t owar d an unf avor abl e r ecept i on o f  t he enl i s t ment  and r egi s t r at i on pr o-

gr am. The f ew f ac t s concer ni ng t h i s meet i ng shoul d be desc r i bed her e. 

Th i s Sat ur day af t er noon meet i ng was a memor abl e one. I t  was conduct ed i n 

t he But t e amphi t heat er , l ar gel y at  t he behest  of  t he K i bei  Cl ub. The pr i nc i pal  

ac t or  i n t h i s meet i ng was t he pr es i dent  of  t he Sumo Cl ub's execut i ve boar d and 

chai r man of  t he Boar d o f  Gover nor s o f  t he K i bei  Cl ub, an ol der  K i bei  by t he name 

of  Fukumot o, who i s known t o be a r abi d pr o- Axi s agent  and an or at or  of  some 

power . Sever al  peopl e spoke at  t h i s meet i ng, but  i t was gener al l y agr eed t hat  

Fukumot o was t he par t i c ul ar  or at or  who swayed t he mi nds of  t he peopl e concer ned. 

Th i s mass meet i ng, whi ch was c al l ed wi t hout  per mi ss i on on t he par t  of  admi ni st r a-

t i v e o f f i c i a l s , was f or  I s s ei  and was , appar ent l y , a concer t ed ef f or t  t o mol d 

I s s e i  opi ni on agai ns t  al l owi ng t hei r  chi l dr en t o enl i s t  and t o r egi s t er . We may 

j us t l y wonder  why t he agi t at i on of  a f ew, such as t he K i bei  l eader s , coul d so 

move t he popul at i on agai ns t  t he pr oposed Army measur e. I t  nas been poi nt ed out  
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by some of  t he I s s e i  l eader s t hat  t he peopl e i n t he Gi l a Rel ocat i on Cent er  ar e 

pr edomi nant l y r u r a l , t hus , l es s s ophi s t i c at ed. They , t her ef o r e, er e i nc l i ned t o 

be i nf l uenc ed mor e eas i l y t y t hose el ement s who can speak t o t hem i n t er ms of  

sent i ment  and emot i onal  appeal . I t  i s sai d t hat  t he speeches made by Fukumot o, 

Yamashi r o, I nouye, and t he ot her s who spoke at  t h i s meet i ng, had a def i n i t e emo-

t i o nal  appeal  and t hat  t hey wer e des i gned t o move sent i ment s of  t he I s s ei  who 

at t ended t he meet i ng. I t  i s sai d t hat  t he di r ec t i on of  t he speeches made f o l l owed 

a l i ne whi ch woul d be of  par t i c ul ar  appeal  t o t he I s s ei  mot her s of  t he communi t y. 

Fukumot o i s quot ed as s ay i ng, "You mot her s have hel d your  sons i n your  ar ms when 

t hey wer e bab i es , and now, when t hey ar e a comf or t  t o you i n your  ol der  age, you 

see t hem t or n f r om your  ar ms by a r ut hl es s and power - mad gover nment ." Fukumot o i s 

al l eged t o have had most  of  h i s audi ence i n t ear s as t he r esul t  of  t he st r ong emo-

t i o nal  appeal  he made. Such a speech was accompani ed wi t h appr opr i at e ges t ur es 

such as t he c r adl i ng of  t he s peak er 's ar ms t o denot e t he ho l di ng of  an i nf af l t  and 

t he c l enchi ng o f  f i s t s and st ampi ng of  f eet  when he spoke o f  a "power - mad gover n-

ment . " At  t he c l ose of  h i s speech, he wept  and had most  of  h i s audi ence i n accor d 

wi t h hi s own expr essed v i ews . Ther e wer e some i n t he audi ence who wer e p l ai n l y 

di sgus t ed by such a s i c k l y , sent i ment al  demonst r at i on and who sever el y c r i t i c i zed 

t he Ki bei  f or  i t . Cer t ai n l y , however , Fukumot o, Yamashi r o, and I nouye, as wel l  as 

some of  t he I s s ei  o f  t hose whi ch spoke t hat  af t er noon, spoke al ong s i mi l ar  l i nes 

and wer e ext r emel y success f ul  i n what  t hey s t ar t ed out  t o do ; namel y , t ur ni ng I s s ei  

opi ni on agai ns t  al l owi ng t he young men ei t her  t o r egi s t er  or  t o vol unt eer  i n t he 

Ar my. They , f ur t her mor e, c al l ed up a s t r ong publ i c opi ni on agai ns t  t he pr oposed 

dr af t  measur e. 

Oddl y enough, t hese K i bei  c al l ed up t he concept  of  bus hi do , say i ng t hat  t he 

c hi v al r i c code of  J apanese coul d never  condone t he s l aught er  of  br ot her  by br ot her -

Y e t , t her e ar e many I s s ei  who appl y t he concept  of  bushi do i n a di f f er ent  way and 

c al l  t o mi nd t he wr i t i ngs of  t hose samur ai  on t he subj ect  r ef er r i ng t o a pr over b 

whi ch s ay s , "You must  be as l oyal  t o t he adopt ed mot her  as t o t he r eal  mot her ". 
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T hus , some Ni s ei  have been ur ged by t hei r  par ent s t o vo l unt eer  because i t  i s i n 

accor dance wi t h t he demand made by t he adopt ed mot her , namel y , t he Uni t ed St at es . 

For  t he most  par t , I s s ei  opi ni on has been success f ul  i n mol di ng Ni s ei  opi ni on. 

Ther e ar e t hose I s s ei  who v i o l ent l y oppose t he ent r ance o f  t hei r  sons i nt o t he 

Army end al s o who ur ge t hat  t hei r  chi l dr en do not  cooper at e wi t h t he o f f i c er s by 

s i gni ng up i n t he r egi s t r at i on even t hough i t  be compul sor y. The Ki bei  Cl ub as 

such wi t hdr ew f r om ac t i ve campai gni ng t o def eat  t he Army enl i s t ment  and r egi st r a-

t i o n pr ogr am when t he Sedi t i on Act  was r ead t o t hem. Thi s di d not  pr event  t he 

K i bei  l eader s , however , f r om expr ess i ng t hemsel ves i n t he mass meet i ng of  Sat ur day 

af t er noon. The K i bei  wer e gener al l y success f ul  i n br i ngi ng t he i s s ue of  r egi s t r a-

t i o n t o t he mi nds o f  t he I s s ei  and of  pur posel y c l oudi ng t he subj ec t  so t hat  most  

I s s ei  under st and r egi s t r at i on t o be t ant amount  t o enl i s t ment  i n t he Ar my. 

I t  i s not  t o be t hought  t hat  t he I s s ei  ar e par t i c ul ar l y di s l oyal  because 

o f  t hei r  s t and i n r egar d t o t hei r  own c h i l dr en. Many, i n f ac t , ar e abl e t o see 

c l ear l y t he nec es s i t y f or  hav i ng t hei r  chi l dr en j o i n t he Army so t hat  a l l  t he Ni s ei  

may enj oy a f ut ur e i n Amer i ca. Most  of  t hem, however , ar e per f ec t l y wi l l i ng f or  

ot her  Ni s ei  t o go , but  ar e r el uc t ant  t o par t  wi t h t hei r  own c hi l dr en. The r esul t  

i s t hat  whi l e t hey ar e qui ck t o c r i t i c i z e t he chi l dr en of  nei ghbor s f or  t hei r  un-

pat r i o t i c s t and i n not  en l i s t i ng , t hey do not  t hi nk t o c r i t i c i z e t hei r  own chi l -

dr en and, i ndeed, exer t  pr essur es at  home whi ch pr event  t hei r  chi l dr en f r om en-

l i s t i n g . They do not  want  t he ques t i onnai r e t o be answer ed ei t her  i nasmuch as 

t hey bel i ev e, i n gener al , t hat  an af f i r mat i ve answer  t o t he quest i ons 27 and 28 

can onl y mean event ual  Army s er v i c e. The st r ongest  f eel i ng whi ch i s mani f es t ed 

by t he I s s ei  i s t he des i r e t o keep t he f ami l y uni t  i n t ac t . Th i s i s t he poi nt  

whi ch t he publ i c at  l ar ge wi l l  not  and cannot  under s t and. I n t he pr e- evacuat i on 

per i od i t  was r el at i v el y s ec ur e. Peopl e had t hei r  own pr oper t y , t hei r  own homes. 

They wer e sur e, mor e or  l es s , o f  t hei r  f ut ur e and, t hus , t hey wer e not  so unwi l l -

i ng t o al l ow t hei r  chi l dr en t o go i nt o t he Ar ray. I n t he r el ocat i on cent er , how-

ever , i t  i s a ver y di f f er ent  s i t uat i o n. The r esul t  i s t hat  t he par ent s of  t he 
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of  t he f ami l i es do t hei r  ut most  t o hol d t he f ami l y member s t oget her  as a un i t , 

f ear i ng t he f ut ur e and bei ng uncer t ai n o f  what  l i es i n s t or e f or  t hem. So many 

f ami l i es , t o o , ar e dependent  on t hei r  s ons , and t he par ent s f ear  f o r  t hei r  own 

o l d age shoul d t hei r  sons be t aken away f r om t hem. 

Her e i s t he expl anat i on of  anot her  i nt er es t i ng at t i t ude i n r el at i on t o t he 

bushi do concept . Bushi do demands t hat  t he war r i or  shoul d not  hes i t at e t o s ac r i f i c e 
/  

hi ms el f  on t he bat t l e f i &d and t hat  i n l eav i ng h i s f ami l y behi nd hi m, he must  not , 

when he goes t o war , expect  t o r et ur n. I h i l e t h i s at t i t ude i s not  r ef l ec t ed by t he 

Ni s e i , t he I s s ei  r emember  such a concept  as bei ng t aught  t o t hem when t hey wer e 

c hi l dr en at  school  i n J apan and one t hey cannot  f o r get . They expec t , when t hei r  

c hi l dr en ar e t aken away t o t he war , t hat  t hey wi l l  d i e . Ther e i s al so t he r unor  

t hat  a Ni s ei  combat  bat t al i on wi l l  be s ac r i f i c ed by t he Ar my, t hat  i t  wi l l  be put  

i nt o t he f r ont  l i ne t r enches and anni h i l at ed. 

I t  i s i mpor t ant  t o not e t hat  most  of  t he l 3s ei  ar e not  concer ned wi t h pol i -

t i c a l  i s s ues . To be s ur e, t her e seems t o be t he pr eval ent  f eel i ng among t hem t hat  

t hey do not  l i k e t o see J apan and t he Uni t ed St at es at  war . For  sent i ment al  r ea-

s ons , t hey d i s l i k e seei ng t he mot her  count r y c l ash wi t h t he adopt ed count r y . Thei r  

own i nt er es t s , however , concer n t hei r  i mmedi at e f ami l i es . Ther e i s a gr oup among 

t hem whose at t i t udes ar e pr o- J apan and who ar gue on a nat i o nal i s t i c bas i s . I t  can-

not  be emphasi zed enough, however , t hat  t h i s gr oup i s def i n i t el y i n t he mi nor i t y . 

The gener al  r un o f  I s s ei  ar e apat het i c t o t he war  and wi sh onl y t o be l ef t  al one. 

The at t i t udes whi ch t hey t hemsel ves cannot  expr ess ar e br ought  out  by t hei r  chi l -

dr en and put  i nt o mor e concr et e f or m. 

I t  i s ment i oned above t hat  t he br eadwi nner , or  t he pot ent i al  br eadwi nner , of  

a r es et t l ed f ami l y may f i nd hi msel f  t o r n f r om hi s f ami l y ; t hus , caus i ng t he f ami l y 

t o s uf f er  and t o be unabl e t o r es et t l e. I f  a man i s t o gi ve up hi s l i f e , he does 

not  wi sh t o do so unl ess he i s sur e of  t he secur i t y of  h i s f ami l y . I t  i s sai d by 

many of  t he Ni s ei  t hat  i f  t hef ami l y wer e al l owed t o r es et t l e and t o es t abl i sh i t -

s el f  on t he out s i de t hus guar ant eei ng i t s e l f  some subs t ant i al  s ec ur i t y , many mor e 
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Ni s ei  woul d be abl e t o f eel  secur e i n vo l unt eer i ng. I f  i t  onl y had been pos s i bl e 

t o br i ng about  r egi s t r at i on and vol unt eer  enl i s t ment  at  di f f er ent  t i mes i ns t ead 

of  t oget her , t hese i s s ues , per haps , coul d have been avo i ded. Because most  K i bei  

ho l d dual  c i t i zens h i p , t hey f eel  moder at el y secur e and ar e not  par t i c ul ar l y con-

cer ned over  t he pr ospect  of  l os i ng t hei r  Uni t ed St at es c i t i zens h i p . For  exampl e, 

Geor ge Yamashi r o, h i ms el f , i s quot ed as say i ng t hat  shoul d he l ose hi s Uni t ed 

St at es c i t i zens h i p , t her e i s a count r y whi ch wi l l  accept  hi m. Not  al l  t he K i bei  

mani f es t  t h i s at t i t ude, however . Most  of  t he peopl e who ar e her e as K i bei  ar e 

s ai d t o har /s r et ur ned t o t he Uni t ed St at es as soon as t hei r  educat i on was com-

pl et ed i n or der  t o escape consc r i pt i on i nt o t he J apanese Ar my. Ther e ar e some 

K i bei  who ar e vo l unt eer i ng or  who ar e, at  l eas t , expr ess i ng af f i r mat i ve answer s 

t o quest i ons 27 and 28. They gi ve t he r eason f or  t h i s as bei ng t he f ac t  t hat  

t hey came back t o t h i s count r y i n or der  t o escape consc r i pt i on i n J apan. They , 

t her ef o r e, cannot  f eel  j u s t i f i ed i n evadi ng t he consc r i pt i on whi ch t h i s count r y 

i mposes upon t hem. The wr i t er  knows of  sever al  cases o f  t h i s k i nd. I t  has been 

ment i oned el sewher e t hat  t he K i bei  ar e a spoi l ed gr oup s i nce t hey wer e usual l y 

el des t  sons who went  t o J apan al one and wer e al l owed t o l i v e much as t hey pl eased 

and t o have enough money t o spend. These K i bei  of  t h i s par t i c ul ar  c l ass ar e t hose 

who have r ai s ed t he gr eat est  amount  of  oppos i t i on t c t he Army measur e. 

Gener al l y , t hr oughout  t he above comment s, ment i on i s madeof  at t i t udes of  

t he var i ous gr oups of  peopl e. Roughl y , t hey may be di v i ded as bet ween t he gener a-

t i o n s . I t  i s t o be not ed t hat  t he appl i c at i on of  t he J apanese f ami l y syst em be- - \  

comes par t i c ul ar l y st r ong when a s i gni f i c ant  i s s ue i s t o be f ac ed. Ther e ar e r e-

por t s of  a number  of  I s s ei  who have t hr eat ened t o commi t  sui c i de shoul d t hei r  

chi l dr en go i nt o t he Ar my. I t  i s t he supposedl y t r ue case o f  a f at her  who t o l d 

h i s son t hat  i f  he vol unt eer ed or  even i f  he answer ed af f i r mat i vel y t o quest i ons 

27 and 23, he, t he f at her , woul d k i l l  hi m h i ms el f . Thr eat s of  di s i nher i t anc e and 

ot her  ac t i ons wer e made by I s s ei  t o t hei r  c hi l dr en. 

I t  wi l l  be wel l  t o ment i on t he r o l e pl ayed by t he admi ni s t r at i on i n t h i s 
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r egi s t r at i on pr ogr am. Those pr i nc i pal l y concer ned ar e t he P r o j ec t  Di r ec t or  t o 

whom has been gi ven t he r es po ns i bi l i t y by t he Army of  admi ni s t er i ng success f ul l y 

t h e r  egi s t r at i on pr ogr am. He, o f  cour se, has sever al  a i des , par t i c ul ar l y t he 

P r o j ec t  Leave Of f i c er , J ohn Landwar d, Ter r y , t he Pr o j ec t  At t or ney, and Wi l l i amson, 

Chi ef  of  I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y , have been c al l ed i n t o ai d t he r egi s t r at i on pr ogr am* 

7/i l l i amson f or  consul t at i on and Ter r y t o expr ess l egal  opi ni on on t he mat t er . I t  

i s s i gni f i c ant  t o not e t he char act er  of  t he admi ni s t r at i on her e and t o ment i on t he 

f ac t  t hat  under  t he new di r ec t o r , Mr , Bennet t , t he admi ni s t r at i on has t aken an 

at t i t ude o f  ext r eme conser vat i sm, adopt i ng a po l i cy whi ch i nc l i nes t o be pat er nal -

i s t i c t owar d t he evacuees and one whi ch dr aws a di s t i nc t  l i ne bet ween admi ni st r a-

t i o n and t he evacuee popul at i on. Bennet t  has i ns i s t ed on a po l i c y whi ch pr event s 

any k i nd of  f r a t e r n î z i n g what soever . He has di scour aged h i s s t af f  f r om meet i ng 

t he evacuees s o c i a l l y , and xher e ar e t he gr owi ng f eel i ngs f r om among t he popul at i on 

t hat  Bennet t  i s pushi ng a po l i cy of  J i m Cr owi sm. Cer t ai n l y , Bennet t 's conser vat i sm 

i s not  hel pf ul  t o t he evacuee popul at i on as a who l e, A f or mer  bus i nessman, Bennet t  

l ac k s ent i r el y any concept i on of  t he peopl e wi t n wnom he i s deal i ng. He i s hi de-

bound by hi s pr econcei ved pr ej udi c es , and hi s i nabi l i t y t o appr oach an i s sue wi t h 

an open mj .ua. He i s , t her ef o r e, compl et el y unabl e t o Vi s ual i ze t he l i v es of  t h« 

evacuee r es i dent s under  hi s j u r i s d i c t i o n . He s t at es t h a ^h e J apanese ar e i nt el l i -

gent , a somewhat  gr udgi ng admi ss i on on hi s per t ; t her ef o r e, t hat  t hey eas i l y see 

t he i mpl i c at i ons o f  t hei r  ac t i on i n meet i ng t he demand f or  r egi s t r at i on so apat he-

t i c a l l y . Because he bel i ev es t hat  t hey see t he i s sues i nv o l v ed, he conc l udes , 

t her ef o r e, t hat  t hei r  r ef us al  t o answer  quest i ons 27 and 28 i n t he af f i r mat i ve 

amount s t o l oyal t y and d i s l o y al t y . He woul d separ at e t he l oyal  f r om t he di s l oyal  

so l el y on t he bas i s of  answer s t o t hese ques t i ons . He i s ai ded and gi ven suppor t  

by Ter r y and Wi l l i amson. These t hr ee t oget her  have convi nced a somewhat  r el u ĉ -

t ant  Capt ai n Thompson t hat  t h i s i s t he onl y i s s ue. No cons i der at i on i s made of  

pr essur e gr oups i n t he communi t y and no at t ent i o n, what soever , i s pai d t o t he de-

mands of  t he J apanese f ami l y syst em, a c ul t ur al  t r ai t  whi ch even t he Ni s ei  cannot  



Pago 17 � Spencer 

di s c ar d. Bennet t , i n h i s exasper at i on over  t he poor  r ecept i on whi ch r egi s t r at i on 

met  dur i ng t he f i r s t  f ew days , r esor t ed t o t hr eat s . I n publ i c meet i ngs , he s t at ed 

t hat  t h i s was a quest i on of  l oyal t y and of  d i s l o y al t y . To t hose who answer  t he 

ques t i ons i n t he negat i v e, he, wi t hout  any s pec i f i c j u s t i f i c a t i o ns , pr omi sed 

di s f r anchi sement  and pos s i bl e depor t at i on. The way i n whi ch he wor ded hi s t hr eat s 

was s uf f i c i ent  t o gi ve r i s e t o cons i der abl e ani mos i t y . Many who mi ght  be sai d t o 

tvtft  

have s t r addl ed t he f ence i n k̂nowi ng exac t l y how t o answer  wer e so i ncensed by 

Bennet t ' s s t and t hat  t hey wer e caused t o answer  i n t he negat i v e. Thus , ac t ual l y , 

Bennet t  has done mor e har m t han good. 

Some of  t he mor e f ar - seei ng admi ni s t r at o r s , such as Kor n and even Hof f man, 

have agr eed t hat  Bennet t  has t aken an er r oneous st and i n f or c i ng t he i s s ue on t he 

bas i s o f  l oyal t y and di s l o y al t y . Bennet t , however , i s adamant  i n hi s st and and 

has sever el y c r i t i c i zed s t af f  and evacuees al i k e who i n any way di sagr eed wi t h hi m. 

F r eder i c k s , t he Ass i s t ant  Chi ef  o f  I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y , had l ong been a t hor n i n 

Wi l l i ams on's s i de bei ng i n oppos i t i on t o Wi l l i ams on's conser vat i sm and had c r i t i -
9or  

c i zed t o Bennet t  �«# t h i s appr oach. The r es ul t  was an i mmedi at e t r ans f er  f or  

F r eder i cks t o t he Moab Segr egat i on P r o j ec t . Ref er ence i s made t o Mendel  H. 

L e b̂er man's col umn i n t he Gi l a News- Cour i er  whi ch has been appear i ng f or  some 

weeks . I n t h i s col umn on Thur s day , Febr uar y 11, L î ber man s t at ed a f a i r  summar i -

zat i on of  t he p i c t ur e, po i nt i ng out  t hat  whi l e l oyal t y was not  t he onl y i s s ue, 

t he J apanese i n or der  t o sur v i ve i n Amer i ca must  t ake a st and now whi ch shoul d be 

a det er mi ni ng f ac t or  i n t hei r  f ut ur e. Whi l e Bennet t  had not  r ead Lumber man's 

col umn, an edi t o r i al  appear ed a week l at er  wr i t t en by t he ac t i ng edi t or  of  t he 

paper , J ames Nakemur a, i n whi ch Lej i ber man was quot ed as say i ng t hat  l oyal t y was 

not  t he onl y i s s ue. Bennet t  st or med and t hr eat ened and demanded J î ber man's r e-

s i gnat i o n. A moment  l at er  he r econs i der ed and ur ged I b̂ e r man t o ei t her  r es i gn � 

or  accept  a t r ans f er . Le£ber man and F r eder i cks ar e, per haps , t he onl y Caucas i an 

admi ni s t r at or s who have t aken a l i ber a l  st and andhave at t empt ed t o see t he pr ob-

l em f r om an evacuee poi nt  of  v i ew. The r est  of  t he admi ni s t r at i ve s t af f  f a l l s i n 
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l i ne wi t h Bennet t 's own bi got r y and conser vat i sm wi t h t he end r esul t  t hat  a f ar  

shar per  l i ne t han her et of or e exi s t ed i s bei ng dr awn bet ween t he admi ni s t r at i ve 

s t a f f  and t he evacuee popul at i on. 

Cer t ai n ot her  member s o f  t he admi ni s t r at i ve 3t af f  ar e maki ng t he st at ement  

t hat  because of  t hei r  hes i t at i on t o r eg i s t er , t he J apanese have at  l as t  shown t hei r  

t r ue di s l oy al  col or s» The Seni or  Sc i ence t eacher  i n t he hi gh school , a Mr . Ses s i ons , 

has been out - spoken even t o hi s c l as ses i n hi s denunc i at i on of  t h i s f ai l ur e t o be 

good Amer i can c i t i z ens , maki ng such st at ement s as : "The Uni t ed St at es does not  

need t o t o l er at e t he J a p s . " Such st at ement s as t h i s ar e bei ng made al oud i n<d»Bsar  

hi gh school  c l asses by one or  t wo of  t he t eacher s , of  whi ch Sess i ons i s t he most  

out - spoken. Wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on f a l l i ng i n l i ne wi t h t he conser vat i ve Pr o j ec t  

Di r ec t or  and wi t h such st at ement s as t he above goi ng unchal l enged by an admi ni st r a-

t i v e o f f i c i a l , i t  i s t o be wonder ed t hat  an even wor se demonst r at i on has not  t aken 

p l ac e. Ter r y , when asked f or  h i s l egal  opi ni on on t he s ubj ec t , made t he st at ement  

whi ch appear ed i n t he r ecent  edi t i on of  t he News "Cour i er , t he Febr uar y 14t h or  17t h 

i s s ue . Hi s l egal  opi ni on t her e s t at ed says t hat  t her e i s no quest i on t hat  t he i s sue 

i s one o f  l oyal t y and d i s l o y al t y . Of  c our se, t he quest i on does ar i ses "How coul d 

t h i s pr ogr am have been bet t er  br ought  acr oss t o t he Gi l a popul at i on?" Nat ur al l y , 

i t  was a mi s t ake t o br i ng up bot h o f  t hese i s sues at  t he same t i me, i s sues whi ch 

c l oud t he mi nds not  onl y of  t he evacuees but  of  t he admi ni s t r at or s t hemsel ves . I t  

seems i mposs i bl e t o di vor ce t he one f r om t he ot her  and, y et , i f  t he t wo i s s ues had 

been appr oached s epar at el y , i t  seems f ai r l y c er t ai n t hat  t he c r i t i c al  s i t uat i on 

whi ch has ar i s en mi ght  have been avo i ded. The t hr eat s whi ch ar e voi ced by t he ad-

mi ni s t r at i on have ser ved no pur pose but  t o make peopl e r esent f ul  and t o make t hem 

onl y t he mor e sur e o f  t he f ac t  t hat  t hey ar e si mpl y bei ng t o l er at ed. I t  i s t r ue 

t hat  Capt ai n Thompson at t enpt ed t o appr oach t he mat t er  on as equal  a bas i s as pos-

s i b l e . The wr i t er  has l i t t l e doubt  t hat  Bennet t 's v i t uper at i ons have no t , al t hough 

he os t ens i bl y i s t r y i ng t o be o f  hel p i n br i ngi ng t h i s pr ogr am t o a success f ul  con-

c l us i o n, ser ved onl y t o i nc r ease t he ant agoni sm agai ns t  t he pr ogr am. We may j us t l y 
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wonder  what  i s t o become of  t he J apanese i n Amer i ca when t he admi ni s t r at i on i s so 

shor t - s i ght ed. I t  does not  seem as t hough t h i s s i t uat i on coul d have been al l ev i -

at ed except  by appr oachi ng t he t wo i s sues s epar at el y . 

Tur ni ng back t o t he subj ect  of  t he at t i t udes expr essed by t he evacuees 

t hemsel ves , we f i nd , as ment i oned above, t hat  a ver y poor  r esponse was e l i c i t ed, 

t h er e bei ng pr i nc i pal l y negat i ve answer s t o t he t wo quest i ons dur i ng t he f i r s t  f ew 

days of  r egi s t r at i o n. Al l  of  t hi s f eel i ng cul mi nat ed i n t he mass meet i ng whi ch 

t ook pl ace i n But t e t hat  Sat ur day af t er noon. Regi s t r at i on began i n t hose bl ocks 

whi ch cent er ed ar ound t he K i bei  hal l  and whi ch wer e par t i c ul ar l y subj ect  t> K i bei  

i n f l uenc e. Thi s i s why, per haps , t he r esponse t o r egi s t r at i on was so di shear t eni ng 

Movi ng away f r om t hose b l o c k s , a bet t er  r esponse began t o be el i c i t ed and t he 

per cent age of  t hose answer i ng i n t he negat i ve began t o dr op o f f  a l i t t l e b i t . I n 

bot h Canal  and But t e, however , t her e wer e many who si mpl y wer e not  r epor t i ng f or  

r egi s t r at i o n at  t he t  i me appoi nt ed. Some Ki bei  r ef used t o do t h i s and some Ni s ei  

as t he r esul t  of  pr essur es f r om t hei r  f ami l i es . The admi ni s t r at i on, bei ng ver y 

di scour aged by t h i s f a i l ur e t o r epor t  and al so by t he l ar ge per cent age of  t hose 

answer i ng i n t he negat i v e, c al l ed i n ever yone by l et t er  who had al r eady f i l l ed i n 

t hei r  ques t i onnai r e f or m and who had answer ed negat i vel y t o gi ve t hem t he oppor -

t uni t y t o r econs i der  on t he assumpt i on t hat  t her e had been a mi sunder st andi ng al l  

ar ound. A f ew have come i n t o change t hei r  answer s , but  t he per cent age i s smal l . 

Some K i bei  t hat  I  know of  changed t hei r  answer s not  once but  sever al  t i mes . Not  

many ar e answer i ng t he appeal  f or  anot her  i nt er v i ew and i t  begi ns t o appear  t hat  

t he gr eat er  maj or i t y i s opposed t o changi ng t he answer s al r eady gi ven and t hat  

t he t wo quest i ons wi l l  r emai n answer ed negat i vel y as t hey s t and. The admi ni st r a-

t i o n exer t ed pr essur es agai ns t  t hose who had ef f ec t ed agi t at i on by r eadi ng o f f  

t he Sedi t i on Act  and by pr i vat e t al k s wi t h a number  of  t he oppos i t i on l eader s i n-

c l udi ng Geor ge Yamashi r o. I t  i s ment i oned above t hat  even t hough t hese t hr eat s 

wer e made, t he open oppos i t i on of  t he K i bei  s hi f t ed back i nt o t he i ndi v i dual  homes 

once t he Ki bei  had scor ed t hei r  poi nt  by pr esent i ng not  onl y a uni t ed f r ont  of  
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t hei r  member shi p but  by enl i s t i ng t he I s s ei  who di d not  par t i c ul ar l y under st and 

t he i s s ue. Thus , dur i ng t he f i r s t  week of  pr opaganda f or  enl i st ment  and r egi s -

t r at i o n , t he K i bei  wer e ac t i v e. By t he end of  t hat  week , however , t hey had i n-

s t i l l ed t he I s s ei  wi t h t hei r  own i deas wi t h t he r esul t  t hat  i t  was not  necessar y 

f o r  t hem t o cont i nue t o be so out - spoken. The Sedi t i on Act  answer  agai ns t  any 

k i nd of  coer c i on whi ch mi ght  f or ce peopl e t o be i n ant i pat hy t o t he war  ef f or t  of  

t h i s k i nd was publ i c l y pr oc l ai med. I t  c ar r i es wi t h i t  a l ar ge f i ne and t he pos-

s i b i l i t y of  a t wnnt y- year  t er m i mpr i sonment . I t  i s shown above, however , t hat  

t hr eat s do not  wor k . The r esul t  of  r eadi ng o f f  t he Sedi t i on Act  t o t he K i bei  

caused s i l enc i ng of  t he gr oup as a who l e, but  di d not  pr event  t he out - spoken ex-

pr es s i ons o f  Ki bei  l eader s . F o l l owi ng t he Sat ur day mass meet i ng, t he s i t uat i on 

qui et ed down somewhat  t hr oughout  Sunday and Monday. I t  soon became obv i ous , how-

ev er , f r om t he cont i nui ng l ar ge number  of  negat i ve answer s t hat  pr essur es agai nst  

r egi s t r at i on wer e s t i l l  at  wor k . 

Unabl e t o cope wi t h t he s i t uat i o n, l eader s i n t he admi ni s t r at i on cal l ed 

a counc i l  of  war  end dec i ded t o t ak e dr as t i c st eps agai ns t  t he el ement s of  oppo-

s i t i o n . Ac c or di ngl y , on Monday af t er noon, Febr uar y 15, t he Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t or  

t oget her  wi t h sever al  ai des i nc l udi ng t he Pr o j ec t  At t or ney, Mr . Ter r y , hel d a 

conf er ence i n whi ch i t  was dec i ded t hat  i nasmuch as i t  r es t s wi t hi n t he po7,- er  

of  t he admi ni s t r at i on t o ac t , by c al l i ng i n t he mi l i t ar y or  t o t ake ot her  st r i n-

gent  ac t i on, agai ns t  agi t at i ng el ement s , i t  woul d be wi se t o t ake t h i s s t ep. 

Ac c or di ngl y , a l i s t  of  uhe nemes of  not  onl y subver s i ve l eader s , a l i s t  whi ch f or  

some t i me has been oei ng compi l ed by Wi l l i ams on, but  al so 01 unose who wer e 

not ed as par t i c ul ar l y out - spoken agai ns t  t ne r egi s t r at i on pr ogr am was t aken t o 

Phoeni x . Ther e i n a conf er ence wi t h t he Uni t ed St at es At t or ney- Gener al  and wi t h 

t he F BI , 8 l egal  opi ni on was obt ai ned t o t he ef f ec t  t hat  t her e was s uf f i c i ent  

case agai ns t  t he i ndi v i dual s named and t hat  as t r oubl e- maker s , t hey wer e deser v-

i ng of  appr ehens i on. Havi ng gi ven a r ound- up o f  subver s i ve el ement s t hei r  st amp 

of  appr oval , t he Uni t ed St at es At t or ney and t he F BI  agr eed t o cooper at e wi t h t he 
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Army and wi t h pr o j ec t  o f f i c i a l s and t o begi n t o appr ehend t he l eader s who opposed 

r egi s t r at i o n . Thus , on Tues day , Febr uar y 16, i t  was agr eed t hat  such a r ound- up 

shoul d t ake p l ac e. 

F BI  o f f i c er s i n s i x car s met  at  2 o 'c l o c k on Tuesday af t er noon at  t he MP 

bar r acks out s i de of  Canal  Camp» By 3 o ' c l o c k , t he des i gnat ed t i me of  t he r ound-

up, guar ds ar med wi t h t ommy- guns had been pl aced ar ound t he ent r ances i n t he 

f ences o f  bot h camps, j eeps wer e pat r o l i ng t he r oad, and al l  i nt er - camp t r avel  

was f r ozen» Al l  of  t hose who wer e caught  on t he r oad, wer e obl i ged t o r emai n 

t her e dur i ng t he t i me t h i s r ound- up was t o t ake pl ace» No one, ei t her  J apanese 

or  Caucas i an, was al l owed t o l eave t he camp boundar i es* The pl an was t o c l ear  

Canal  o f  subver s i ve l eader s f i r s t , and t hen t o move over  t o But t e. The s i x FBI  

car s ac t ed qui c k l y . They had t he addr esses and pl aces of  bus i ness of  t hose who 

wer e s us pec t s , and t hey made t he at t empt  t o appr ehend t he peopl e concer ned at  

t he same t i me. I n each F BI  car  was an agent  of  t he o r gani zat i on, a WRA empl oyee 

t o po i nt  out  t he addr esses and l oc at i on of  each suspec t , and an ar med guar d. 

F i r s t  t hey c al l ed at  t he houses of  t hose who wer e t o be ar r es t ed. The agent  

woul d ent er , backed up by t he ar med guar d. Peopl e wer e pr event ed f r om ent er i ng 

or  l eav i ng t he house» I n t went y mi nut es , Canal  Camp had been c l ear ed of  t en 

s us pec t s , and t he del egat i on t hen moved on t o But t e» Bot h I s s ei  and K i bei  wer e 

appr ehended» I t  i s not ewor t hy t hat  t hese peopl e wer e pi cked up pur el y on suspi -

c i on and t hat  no war r ant s wer e hel d f or  t hei r  ar r es t  by t he F BI  agent s , a f ac t  

whi ch has had r eper cuss i ons i n t he cent er  i nasmuch as many peopl e bel i eve t hi s 

t o be i l l ega l  and un j us t . I n some c as es , peopl e bar r i c aded t hemsel ves i n t hei r  

houses and woul d not  come out , but  i t  was not  l ong bef o r e t hey wer e br ought  i n-

t o l i ne and agr eed t o appr ehens i on. Most  o f  t he peopl e wer e at  wor k or  away 

f r om t hei r  homes at  t he t i me. They wer e asked t o l eave t hei r  wor k and t o go 

home. They wer e f o l l owed home by t he ar med guar d and t he FBI  agent . The I s s ei  

wer e gi ven f i v e mi nut es i n whi ch t o change t hei r  c l ot hes and t o say goodbye t o 

t hei r  f ami l i es , whi l e t he K i be i , who wer e t o be t aken t o col der  count r y , namel y, 
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t he Moab Segr egat i on P r o j ec t  of  t he M A at  Moab, Ut ah, wer e gi ven t i me t o pack a 

bag of  war m c l ot hi ng and t o make t hei r  f ar ewel l s al s o , A j unc t i on of  t wo r oads 

bet ween t he camps was chosen as t he pl ace t o whi ch t hese i ndi v i dual s wer e t o be 

t ak en. They wer e dr i ven t o t h i s po i nt , pl aced i n t r ucks whi ch wer e guar ded and 

l e f t  t her e unt i l  a l l  of  t he ot her s coul d be r ounded up l i k ewi s e. 

I n Canal , ni ne I s s ei  wer e t aken and one K i bei . Some pr o- Axi s l eader s wer e 

i n t h i s gr oup, but  ot her s wer e i ndi v i dual s who f or  some t i me had been suspect  of  

pr o- Axi s t endenc i es or  ?/ho have been known t o have agi t at ed agai nst  f avor abl e an-

swer s t o t he r egi s t r at i on ques t i ons . The I s s ei  concer ned wer e as f o l l ows : The 

l eader  of  t he so- cal l ed Kenkyu�kai , t hat  i s t o say t he man who had been named as 

l eader  and who had act ed as t he f r ont  f or  t he o r gani zat i on, Mr . T an i . Tani  i s a 

Waseda Uni ver s i t y gr aduat e who has been t he agent  f or  t he Rocky Ni ppon newspaper  

i n t he camp. He i s t he i ndi v i dual  who f i gur ed so pr omi nent l y i n t he def ense of  a 

man named Hi r ok ani , who had assaul t ed one of  t he i ndi v i dual s who was known t o have 

been f avor abl e t o t he admi ni s t r at i on gome mont hs ago . At  t he t i me of  t h i s beat i ng 

whi ch i s desc r i bed i n a r epor t  known as t he "Tada Cas e", Tani  had appar ent l y 

emer ged as t he head of  a d i s s at i s f i ed I s s ei  gr oup whose pur pose i t  was t o r emedy 

t h e unpl easant  s i t uat i on of  evacuat i on by f oment i ng mor e ami cabl e r el at i ons bet ween 

evacuees and t he admi ni s t r at i ve s t a f f . Tani  has l ong been r ecogni zed as a pr o- Axi s 

l eader  and was , per haps , t he ac t i ve head of  t he d i s s at i s f i ed el ement . Ther e i s 

some r eason t o doubt  t he j us t i f i c a t i o n of  hi s bei ng appr ehended at  t h i s t i me. I t  

i s not  def i n i t el y known t hat  he ar gued f or  or  agai ns t  r egi s t r at i on. I t  i s si mpl y 

t hat  he has been l ong a t hor n i n t he s i de o f  t he admi ni s t r at i on. T an i , Fuj i mot o 

who i s one of  t he I s s ei  adv i sor s t o t he Canal  K i bei  Cl ub and an ac t i ve l eader  o f  

t he Sumo Cl ub, t oget her  wi t h Hi r ok ani , wer e al l  appr ehended. Ot her  member s o f  

t he Sumo Cl ub, c er t ai n J udo l eader s , who ar e al s o member s o f  t he Sngei bu, wer e 

t ak en and one I s s ei  woman was appr ehended. A woman by t he name of  Mr s . Mat suda, 

who had been most  ac t i ve dur i ng Hi r o k an i ' s t r i a l  f or  as s aul t , was t he onl y woman 

appr ehended. She had been c al l ed upon t o t es t i f y and had shaken t he hand of  Hi r o-



Page 23 - -  Spencer 

kani  whom she hai l ed as t he sav i our  o f  t he evacuees . Her  t wo gr andsons , mor eover , 

had br oken i nt o t he el ement ar y school  o f f i c e and had mar ked up an Amer i can f l ag on 

t he wal l  and had s t o l en a smal l  amount  o f  cash whi ch t hey f ound i n t he p r i nc i p a l ' s 

des k . They had been appr ehended and pl ac ed on pr obat i on. Mr s . Mat suda had been 

ver y much embar r assed by t hei r  ac t i ons t o t he ext ent  t hat  she went  t o bed and r e-

f used t o see any of  her  r el at i v es or  her  f r i ends s i nce she was so ashaj ned of  t he 

ac t s o f  her  gr andsons . Why she was appr ehended at  t h i s t i me i s ques t i onabl e, pos-

s i bl y becaus e she i s t hought  t o hay e i ns t r uc t ed her  gr andsons t o mar k up an Amer i -

can f l ag . Ac t ual l y , i t  appear s t hat  t he boys mar ked up t he f l ag i n or der  t o t hr ow 

t he bl ame on t o someone who mi ght  be accused of  pr o- Axi s mot i ves . At  any r at e, 

ni ne I s s ei  al t oget her  wer e t ak en. The one K i bei  who was t aken was Aki mot o, t he 

pr es i dent  of  t he K i bei  Cl ub i n Canal . A number  of  t he admi ni s t r at i ve s t af f  wer e 
/ 

opposed t o Aki mot o*s ar r es t  because of  t he f ac t  t hat  he has been a conser vat i ve 

K i bei  l eader  and has done much t o keep t he K i bei  mor e or  l es s f avor abl y di sposed 

t owar d t he admi ni s t r at i on. He was t aken because he had answer ed quest i ons 27 and 

28 i n t he negat i v e, and i t  was bel i ev ed t hat  he had been one o f  t hose who had 

agi t at ed f or  ot her s t o f o l l ow h i s exampl e. Al t hough t he case agai ns t  hi m was not  

c l ear , he was , nev er t hel es s , subj ec t ed t o ar r es t . 

The r ound- up was schedul ed t o begi n on Tuesday at  3 o 'c l o c k . By 3s20 Canal  

Camp had been c l ear ed, al t hough one of  t he peopl e who was t o have been t aken was 

l at er  ar r es t ed i n But t e, al l egedl y a man named Okamot o, who was known t o have had 

c er t ai n gambl i ng a f f i l i a t i o ns and t o have beon ac t i v e i n But t e gambl i ng i n Bl ock 

55. I t  was sai d he was ar r es t ed i n t hat  bl o c k . Those appr ehended wer e br ought  t o 

t he appoi nt ed meet i ng pl ace at  t he j unc t i on and l ef t  t her e under  guar d whi l e t he 

F BI  agent s went  t o compl et e t he r ound- up i n But t e. 

I n But t e, s i x I s s ei  wer e t ak en; t hey wer e t he l eader  of  t he I s s ei  Feace 

Soc i et y and adv i sor  t o t he K i bei  Cl ub, Mr . Dyo. Dyo has l ong been r egar ded as a 

subver s i ve el ement  and f or  some t i me has been suspec t ed. Al so , no evi dence wi t h 

t he except i on of  h i s a f f i l i a t i o ns wi t h t he Kyowa- kai  has been f or t hcomi ng. The 
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r eal  r eason f or  hi s appr ehens i on was t he f ac t  t hat  he had been hear d t o br i ng 

pr essur es t o bear  f or  a negat i ve answer s t o quest i ons 27 and 28. Ct ot ar o Yamamot o 

was al so t ak en. A l s o , he has been f r equent l y ment i oned as an I s s ei  l eader  of t en 

i n a r at her  bad l i gh t . I t  must  be under st ood t hat  o f  r ecent  mont hs, he had some-

what  changed hi s ways . He had had a f a l l i ng out  wi t h Dyo and had wi t hdr awn f r om 

t he Kyowa- kai , t ak i ng some of  h i s own adher ent « wi t h hi m. He i s known t o have been 

a backer  of  t he Sumo Cl ub, however , and t her e have been numer ous accusat i ons agai nst  

hi m f r om t i me t o t i me. Some mont hs ago, he had been war ned by sever al  of  hi. s 

f i i ends t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on had t aken an unf avor abl e st and t owar d hi m wi t h t he 

r es ul t  t hat  h i s ac t i v i t i es had, f or  t he past  mont h or  t wo , ceased al t oget her . He 

spoke i n bl ock meet i ngs , but  h i s sent i ment s wer e not  par t i c ul ar l y subver s i ve. As 

near l y as can be det er mi ned, t her e was no par t i c ul ar  ev i dence agai ns t  hi m, but  be-

cause he had once been denounced as an agi t at or  by h i s own J apanese enemi es i n t he 

cemp, hi s ac t i v i t i es have ever  been const r ued as pr o- Axi s . Ther e i s a ver y good 

r eason t o doubt  t he j u s t i f i c a t i o n o f  h i s appr ehens i on, but  appr ehended he was , 

l eav i ng hi s wi f e and sever al  chi l dr en behi nd. A man by t he name of  Ando, who al so 

had been as soc i at ed wi t h Yamamot o i n t he pas t  but  who had swung over  t o t he s i de 

o f  Dyo and t he Kyowa- kai , al so was t ak en. Ther e was some j us t i f i c at i o n f or  t h i s , 

i nasmuch as he i s r eput ed t o be mor e or  l es s of  a pr o f es s i onal  t r oubl e- maker . 

Sever al  ot her s wer e t aken because o f  t hei r  ac t i v i t i es i n di s suadi ng peopl e f r om 

answer i ng t o t he c al l  f or  r egi s t r at i o n. Whi l e onl y one K i bei  was t aken i n Canal , 

t wel ve wer e t aken f r om But t e. The f i r s t  one bei ng t he pr es i dent  of  t he K i bei  

Cl ub, Geor ge Yamashi r o. Most  of  t he o f f i c er s of  t he K i bei  Cl ub wer e t aken, i n-

c l udi ng t he v i ce pr es i dent , Vi c t or  I nouye, and a number  of  o t her s . 

I t  i s t he be l i e f  of  t he wr i t er  t hat  t he r eal  l eader shi p of  t he Ki bei  Cl ub 

was r emoved i n a per son o f  an ol der  K i bei  by t he name of  Fukumot o. He was pr es i -

dent  of  t he Execut i ve Boar d of  t he Sumo Cl ub and chai r man of  t he Boar d of  Gover nor s 

o f  t he K i bei  Cl ub. He i s ment i oned above as a s t i r r i ng o r at o r , one who has become 

al most  f anat i c al  i n hi s pr o- J apanese expr ess i ons of  sent i ment . Most  of  t hese 
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K i bei  wer e ar r es t ed i n t he K i bei  cl ubr oom whi l e many of  t he I s s e i , Yamamot o and 

Ando par t i c u l ar l y , wer e appr ehended as t hey wer e at t endi ng a meet i ng of  t he Coop-

er at i ve Boar d of  Di r ec t o r s , an o r gani zat i on whi ch i s j us t  now bei ng set  up i n But t e. 

Of  c our se, i n bot h camps, news of  t he r ound- up spr ead qui c k l y . Sever al  i ndi v i dual s 

who wer e af r ai d of  bei ng ar r es t ed or  who bel i ev ed t hat  t hey had i ncur r ed t he wr at h 

o f  t he admi ni s t r at i on hi d i n t he houses of  f r i ends , and i t  i s sai d t hat  about  f i f t y 

peopl e r emai ned i n h i di ng f or  sever al  days . I t  i s al so s ai d, and t her e i s no way 

of  check i ng up on t he pumor  s i nce t he sour ces o f  i nf or mat i on r egar di ng t he ê r ound-

ups ar e not  eas i l y ac c es s i b l e, t hat , i t  i s cont empl at ed t o r emove a good many mor e 

as soon as s uf f i c i ent  ev i dence agai ns t  t hem can be c o l l ec t ed. Two men wer e t aken 

n 

f r om But t e on Wednesday t he 17t h . 

Ment i on has been made f r om t i me t o t i me of  t he segr egat i on camp whi ch i s t o 

be r un by t he l l RA i n Moab i n sout hwest er n Ut ah. Al l  of  t he K i bei  i nasmuch as t hey 

s t i l l  hol d Uni t ed St at  es c i t i zens hi p al t hough t hey ver y wel l  may be di s f r anc hi sed 

wer e t aken t o Moab by Mr . F r eder i c k s , who was Assoc i at e Chi ef  o f  I nt er nal  Secur i t y 

her e. F r eder i c k s , as been ment i oned above, i s bei ng per mant l y t r ans f er r ed t o Moab. 

The Moab Cent er  i s known as a segr egat i on or  i s o l at i o n p r o j ec t , bei ng r un under  

s l i ght l y di f f er ent  r ul es f r om t hose whi ch cont r ol  t he usual  r el ocat i on cent er . Much 

mor e s t r i ngent  cont r ol  i s t o be exer c i sed t her e. No r eset t l ement  i s t o be al l owed 

f or  t h e i ndi v i dual s concent r at ed at  Moab. Thi r t een Ki bei  wer e t aken. F i f t een 

I s s ei  who wer e ar r es t ed shar ed a somewhat  s i mi l ar  f at e; a l s o , t hey passed out  of  

t he j u r i s d i c t i o n of  t he W.A and i nt o t hat  of  t he Depar t ment  of  J us t i c e, bei ng non-
/  

c i t i zens an£ subj ec t  t o i nt er nment  i n t he r egul ar  i nt er nment  camp. They have been 

sent  t o SI  Paso f or  hear i ng and ar e, o s t ens i bl y , l odged i n t he 51 Faso Count y J a i l . 

F o l l owi ng t hei r  hear i ng, and t her e seems l i t t l e doubt  t hat  t he ev i dence agai nst  

t hem i s s u f f i c i en t , t hey wi l l  ei t her  be r et ur ned t o t he r el ocat i on cent er  or  pl aced 

i n t he Lor dsbur g I nt er nment  Camp i n New Mexi c o . Th i s po l i cy of  s egr egat i on, now 

hav i ng been det er mi ned upon, l eaves l i t t l e doubt  t hat  s i mi l ar  pr ac t i c es wi l l  occur  

i n t he ot her  r el ocat i on c ent er s , and t hat  t hose who i n t he Gi l a Cent er  at t empt  t o 
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emer ge as subver s i ve l eader s may f i nd t hemsel ves i n a s i mi l ar  po s i t i o n. Si nce t he 

r ound- up on t he dat e des i gnat ed, sever al  K i be i , r emar kabl y enough, have come i n t o 

t he P r o j ec t  Di r ec t o r 's o f f i c e ask i ng al so t o be segr egat ed and t r ans f er r ed t o Moab. 

Ther e i s t he s t o r y , how t r ue i s ques t i onabl e, t hat  one Ki bei  appear ed bef or e t he 

P r o j ec t  At t or ney wi t h hi s bi r t h c er t i f i c at e ask i ng t hat  hi s c i t i zens hi p be r evoked. 

The f i r s t  ef f ec t  of  t he mass ar r es t  of  t he t went y- ei ght  agi t at or s i n bot h 

camps was t hat  of  st unned s ur pr i s e. The Moab Segr egat i on Pr o j ec t  has never  been 

a s ec r et , and t her e has been t al k of  i t  f r om t i me t o t i me among t he evacuee popu-

l a t i o n . The gener al  concensus was t hat  t hose i ndi v i dual s who wer e known t o be 

r es t r a i n ed 

par t i c u l ar l y out - spoken woul d f i r s t  be « * e £ o r  ¿m war ned by t he pr o j ec t  aut hor  

i t i es and t hen i f  t hey per s i s t ed i n t hei r  ac t i v i t i es woul d be s i ngl y i nt er ned. L i k 

so many i s s ues of  t hi s k i nd, t he evacuee popul at i on seemed unabl e t o f ace t he mat-

t er  squar el y . At  f i r s t , t her e was v i r t ual  hy s t er i a; peopl e wer e shocked t hat  t he 

f ami l y coul d be booken i n t h i s way and t he t endency was t o make mar t yr s of  t hose 

who had been ar r es t ed. On t hat  r at her  memor abl e Tuesday af t er noon f r om 3 o 'c l oc k 

unt i l  6 o ' c l o c k , l i t t l e knot s of  peopl e began t o c l us t er  ar ound houses and st r eet  

cor ner s and i t  began t o appear  as t hough a s i t uat i on anal agous t o t he s t r i kes des-

c r i bed at  Post on and Manzanar  was about  t o begi n . The f eel i ng, however , di ed down 

and t he communi t y at  l ar ge s et t l ed down t o a peac ef ul  accept ance of  t he s i t uat i on. 

For  a f ew days , t her e was t he t endency t o make mar t yr s o f  t hose i ndi v i dual s , but  

even t h i s does not  seem t o be an i s s ue at  t he pr esent  wr i t i ng. Feel i ng was par t i -

c ul ar l y s t r ong agai ns t  t he appr ehens i on of  Mr s . Mat suda, a har ml ess ol d woman, i t  

i s s a i d , who had been s i ck i n bed t hese many weeks . Many of  t he Caucasi an admi n-

i s t r at o r s ar e convi nced t hat  t he r i ght  t hi ng was done and t hat  al l  t r oubl e r egar d-

i ng r egi s t r at i on coul d now be c i r cumvent ed. On Wednesday, t her e was a def i n i t e 

i nc r eas e i n t he per cent age of  t he negat i ve answer s . The Caucasi an s t af f  was de-

v i ded agai ns t  i t s e l f  as t o t he j us t i f i c at i o n f or  t he appr ehens i on f or  t hese i ndi -

v i dual s . Some have been r at her  opposed t o Bennet t 's t hr eat s of  di s f r anchi sement  

and i s sues of  l oyal t y whi ch hel ms made. To be s ur e, by t h i s r ound- up agi t at or s 
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and cer t ai n l eader s wer e r emoved. I t  begi ns t o appear  doubt f ul  t hat  t he r eal  cor e 

o f  subver s i ve l eader shi p has been dr awn out  o f  t he communi t y s i nce onl y t he mor e 

out - spoken i ndi v i dual s wer e t aken away. I t  i s t he wr i t er ' s opi ni on t hat  t he act ual  

mot i vat i ng power  behi nd al l  such demonst r at i ons s t i l l  r emai ns i n camp. As l ong as 

t hes e i ndi v i dual s r emai n unt ouched, i t  appear s t hat  communi t y sent i ment  wi l l  r emai n 

unchanged. Of  t he I s s ei  t her e i s no doubt  t hat  t he r eal  l eader s wer e r emoved by 

t he ar r es t  o f  Tani  i n Canal  Camp end Dyo i n But t e. Of  t he K i be i , t wo, Yamashi r o 

and Fukumot o, woul d c ons t i t ut e t he But t e K i bei  l eader s h i p , but  t o t ake Aki mot o 

f r om t he Canal  K i bei  Cl ub seems t o have been a gr ave er r or  i nasmuch as Aki mot o 

kept  t he Canal  K i bei  i n l i ne wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on and away f r om t he Kenkyu- kai  

p o l i c i es . I t  may be pos s i bl e t hat  t he Gi l a Young Peopl e or gani zat i on i n Canal  wi l l  

swi ng over  t o t he Kenkyu- kai  and t he Sumo Cl ub t hus enhanc i ng t he I s s ei  f r ont  i n 

t hat  camp. T h i s , however , i s a pos t ul at edr es ul t , t he ef f ec t s of  whi ch ar e not  as 

yet  i n ev i denc e. The so- cal l ed "f r ont  men" f o r  t hese st r ong I s s ei  or gani zat i ons 

have l ar gel y been r emoved wi t h t he ef f ec t  t hat  t hese I s s ei  gr oups now have t he 

qual i t y of  bei ng mor e f i r ml y es t abl i shed secr et  s o c i et i es . I t  i s bel i eved t hat  

ot her  "f r ont  men" wi l l  be f ound t o suppl ant  t hose who have gone. 

One ef f ec t  t hat  t he mass r ound- up may have had i s t he cut t i ng of  t he t i es 

whi ch bound t hese or gani zat i ons t oget her  maki ng separ at e ent i t i es out  o f  each one 

o f  t hem, a f ac t  whi ch wi l l  del ay t hei r  gr owt h and poss i bl y t ur n t he t r end of  t he 

communi t y away f r om I s s ei  s o l i dar i t y . The much vo i ced opi ni on on t he par t  of  some 

admi ni s t r at or s and evacuees t hat  t he ar r es t  o f  t he per sons ment i oned above mi ght  

pr ec i p i t at e a gener al  s t r i k e has been f ound t o be wi t hout  f oundat i on. Oddl y enough, 

t hese i ndi v i dual s seem t o have been f or got t en and t he f eel i ng has di ed down compl et e 

l y . I t  begi ns t o appear  t hat  i f  some demonst r at i on does t ake pl ace af t er  due de-

l i ber at i o n , i t  wi l l  not  come as t he di r ec t  r esul t  o f  t he segr egat i on. 

I t  wi l l  be wel l  t o r ai s e t he quest i on o f  what  happened t o t he r egi s t r at i on 

and enl i s t ment  pr ogr am whi l e t hese mass ar r es t s wer e t ak i ng p l ac e. Up unt i l  t he 

day of  t he r ound- up, not  t oo f avor abl e a r esponse had been el i c i t ed al t hough i t  
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was dai l y get t i ng bet t er . Fol l owi ng t ne r ouna- up, t her e was a sl ump and a l ar ge 

p e r c e â g e o f  t hose answer i ng quest i ons 27 and 28 i n t he negat i ve. Then suddenl y 

a l l  demonst r at i on di ed down, t he l eader s wer e gone, pr essur es agai nst  r egi s t r at i on 

became en i ndi v i dual  f ami l y a f f a i r , and i t  has been gener al l y agr eed t hat  t he end 

r es ul t  wi t h t he r egi s t r at i on of  t he camouf l age wor ker s , t he r es ul t s of  whose r egi s-

t r at i o n have not  ss yet  been t abul at ed at  t h i s wr i t i ng, may ver y wel l  br i ng up t he 

per cent age answer i ng i n t he af f i r mat i v e. The r egi s t r at i on now appr oxi mat es about  

60 per  cent  "y es " and 40 per  cent  "n o . " F o l l owi ng t he r ound- up gr oups o f  Tssei  

and Ni s ei  banded t oget her  i n or der  t o br i ng pr opaganda t o bear  t o l et  peopl e know 

about  t he nec es s i t y f or  r egi s t er i ng f av o r abl y . To a cer t ai n ext ent , t hi s had ad-

mi ni s t r at i v e sanc t i on i nasmuch as t he admi ni s t r at i on was anxi ous t o have t he pr o-

bl em expl ai ned, but  i t  showed t hat  t her e wer e pr essur es i n t he communi t y whi ch 

at t empt ed t o br i ng peopl e ar ound t o answer i ng quest i ons 27 and 28 "y es " and "y es , " 

r es pec t i v el y . I n ot her  wor ds , whi l e t her e had been coer c i on agai ns t  f avor abl e 

r eg i s t r at i o n , now t her e was agi t at i on f or  i t . T h i s , t o o , was not  accept abl e. 

The gr oup most  concer ned wi t h such pr os el y t i ng, we mi ght  c al l  i t , was t he Ex- Ser v-

i c emen's Cl ub. I t , t oget her  wi t h some of  t he l oyal  member s of  t he Bl ock Manager s 

o f f i c es and t he Hous i ng Depar t ment , Ni s e i , and J  ACL member s, ar r anged f or  a house 

t o house canvass so as t o br i ng t he message over  t o peopl e as t o how t o r egi s t er . 

Th i s gr oup, or  r at her  t he commi t t ees appoi nt ed by t h i s gr oup, v i s i t ed ever y house 

i n t he bl ock whi ch had r egi s t er ed and ur ged peopl e t o r econs i der  t hei r  answer s i f  

i t  had been "n o . " I n many ways , t he ef f ec t  was good s i nce t he need f or  r egi s t r a-

t i on was c ar ef ul l y expl ai ned and some peopl e wer e per suaded t o r econs i der  t hei r  

answer s . The admi ni s t r at i on, however , f el t  obl i ged t o put  a st op t o such ac t i v i -

t i es » Nat ur al l y , t he pr ac t i c e br ought  under  way by t hese i ndi v i dual s was one 

whi ch at t empt ed t o br i ng acr oss an i dea t o t he benef i t  of  t he J apanese peopl e i n 

Amer i ca as a who l e. Ment i on was made of  dut y t o t he nat i ve count r y , t hat  i s 

Amer i ca bei ng concei ved as t he count r y o f  b i r t h , and t hei r  f ut ur e i n Amer i ca. 

T h i s , o f  c our se, i s t he s i gn i f i c ant  i s s ue of  t he whol e r egi s t r at i on pr ogr am, abl e 
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as i t  i s t o ef f ec t  f avor abl y or  unf avor abl y publ i c opi ni on of  t he Caucas i an r es i -

dent s of  t he Uni t ed St at es , 

Undoubt edl y , Bennet t 's t hr eat s di d mor e har m t han good s i nce t her e was sever e 

c r i t i c i s m of  t hem by t hose r es i dent s cont act ed by t h i s Ex- Ser vi cemen*s Cl ub. I n 

conver sat i on wi t h member s o f  t h i s gr oup, t he wr i t er  l ear ned t hat  t her e i s gr ave r e-

sent ment  agai ns t  t he J ACL whi ch i s concei ved t o have br ought  about  t h i s whol e un-

f or t unat e s i t uat i o n . The commi t t ees, however , wer e par t i a l l y success f ul  i n al l ay i ng 

t h i  s s us p i c i on. The J ACL has , s i nc e r egi s t r at i o n , somewhat  r et i r ed i nt o t he back-

gr ound and has not  mai nt ai ned i t s e l f  as a pr essur e gr oup. 

Si nce Febr uar y 24 i s t he l as t  day f or  men bet ween ages of  17 and 38 t o r egi s -

t e r , women wi l l  soon s t ar t  t o r eg i s t er . Ment i on i s made above of  Sel ec t i ve Ser v i ce 

For m DSS- 304- A, "St at ement  of  t he Uni t ed St at es Ci t i zen of  J apanese Anc es t r y ." I t  

shoul d be po i nt ed out  her e t hat  t h i s f or m, dr awn up by t he Sel ec t i ve Ser v i ce syst em, 

i s des i gned f or  t he men, whi l e anot her  f or m, WRA- 126, Rev i s ed, must  be f i l l ed out  by 

women al o ne. Th i s f or m i s al most  an exact  r epl i c a of  t he Sel ec t i ve Ser v i ce f or m wi t h 

t he except i on of  quest i on 27. I ns t ead of  r a i s i ng t he i s s ue over  combat  dut y , t h i s 

quest i on r eads , " I f  t he oppor t uni t y pr esent s i t s e l f  and you ar e f ound qual i f i ed, 

woul d you be wi l l i ng t o vol unt eer  f or  t he Army Nur se Cor p or  t he WAAC?" Quest i on 28 

i s i dent i c al  t o quest i on 28 on t he Sel ec t i ve Ser v i ce f or m whi ch t he men must  f i l l  

o ut . Ther e ar e, t hus , separ at e f or ms t o be f i l ed by men and women. The f i l i ng by 

such f or ms by women i s t o begi n on Wednesday, Febr uar y 25. Bot h of  t hese f or ms ar e 

i nc l uded wi t h t h i s r epo r t . I t  i s under st ood t hat  t hese f or ms must  be f i l l ed out  by 

a l l  i nd i v i dual s . The men must  f i l l  out  304- A; t he women, WRA f or m 126. I n addi t i on, 

however , t her e ar e t hose men who wi sh - to appl y f or  vol unt eer  i nduc t i on i nt o t he 

ar med f o r c es . These i ndi v i dual s must  f i l l  out  t hr ee f or ms, 304- A and f or ms DSS- 154 

and 165, t hese f or ms bei ng i nc l uded wi t h t h i s r epor t  a l s o . 154 i s an appl i c at i on 

f or  t r ans f er  of  t he app l i c ant ' s Sel ec t i ve Ser v i ce Boar d t o a l oc al  boar d i n t he vi -

c i n i t y o f  r es i denc e. Thi s wi l l  be a Penal  Count y Boar d pr obabl y l ocat ed i n t he 

Count y Seat  at  F l o r enc e. The 165 f or m i s an appl i c at i on f or  vol unt eer  i nduc t i on 
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i n t o t he ar med f o r c es , a f or m whi ch wi l l  be pr ocessed by t he Cal i f o r ni a l oc al  

boar d of  t he r es i dent s her e i n t he Gi l a Rel ocat i on Cent er . These t wo f or ms, i t  

i s t o be r epeat ed and emphas i zed, er e onl y f or  t hose who wi sh t o enl i s t  i n t he 

Ni s ei  combat  bat t a l i o n . 304- A and TCRA- 126 have an addi t i onal  pur pose. Ac t ual l y , 

t hey ar e f ur t her  appl i c at i ons f or  l eave c l ear ance whi ch wi l l  be pr oc es s ed.* A 

po i nt  t hen of  such compul sor y r egi s t r at i on i s t hat  an act ual  segr egat i on i s now 

po s s i b l e. Peopl e may be c l ear ed on t he bas i s of  t hei r  own answer  i n r egar d t o 

l o y al t y . Checks ar e t hen made wi t h t he F BI  and i f  l oyal t y i s ascer t ai ned and 

c l ear ance gi ven by t hese agenc i es , l eave c l ear ance wi l l  be avai l abl e f or  al l  who 

f i t  i nt o t h i s cat egor y . Even t hough t her e i s no s pec i f i c st at ement  agai ns t  an i n-

di v i dual  i n t he F BI  f i l es or  i n t he f i l es of  t he \ rmy of  Naval  I nt el l i genc e, i t  

seems appar ent  t hat  quest i ons 27 and 23 i f  answer ed "no" by ei t her  s ex, wi l l  br i ng 

about  some k i nd o f  segr egat i on and pr event  t hose who avow t hemsel ves t o be di s l oyal  

f r om r eset - dement . The i s s ue t o be f ear ed t hen i s t hat  t oo many J apanese wi l l  avow 

t hemsel ves di s l oy al  wi t h t he r es ul t  t hat  publ i c opi ni on may agai n be t ur ned agai ns t  

t he Amer i can J apanese and t he pr ocess of  r eset t l ement  t hus hi nder ed. 

One ot her  poi nt  whi ch shoul d be ment i oned her e r egar di ng t h i s par t i c ul ar  

aspect  of  t he pr obl em i s t hat  o f  t he dr af t . Capt ai n Thompson, i n answer  t o ques-

t i o ns br ought  bef or e hi m i i b̂he var i ous meet i ngs over  whi ch he pr es i ded, gave 

assur ance t hat  t he dr af t  woul d be gi ven some t i me i n t he near  f ut ur e. The f ear s 

of  t he f ami l y br eak- up ar e f ounded i n t hi s s t at ement . Ther e i s some r eason t o be-

l i ev e t hat  many I s s ei  ar e counsel i ng t hei r  chi l dr en t o answer  t he s i gni f i c ant  ques-

t i ons negat i vel y so t hat  t hey wi l l  not  have t o l eave t hei r  f ami l y . Thus , L L̂ber -

man's edi t o r i al  i s bor ne out  i n t hi s st at ement  t hat  "l oyal t y i s not  t he onl y i s s ue. 

Such mat t er s as l o y al t y , dut y , and pat r i o t i s m, ar e made secondar y t o t he st r ong 

J apanese f ami l y t i e so pr omi nent  i n appl i c at i on among t he r ur al  peopl e who ar e r e-

s i dent s of  t h i s c ent er . 

F o l l owi ng t he r egi s t r at i on of  women, t he r egi s t r at i on of  I s s e i , t hat  i s , 

a l i ens , i s t o t ake pl ac e and pr obabl y t he same di f f er enc e i n t he use o f  t he f or ms 
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i nvo l ved wi l l  be obser ved f or  men and women. Thi s wi l l  f i n i s h t he mat t er  of  r egi s -

t r at i on i n t he Gi l a Cent er . At  t he pr esent  wr i t i ng, r egi s t r at i on of  women i s about  

t o begi n . Event s wi l l  be f ol l owed c ar ef ul l y f r om her e on. 

I n c onc l us i on, i t  may be s t at ed t hat  t he event ual  per cent age of  t hose answer -

i ng t hese quest i ons whi ch ar e so s i gni f i c ant  on t he concei ved bas i s o f  l oyal t y and 

di s l oy al t y wi l l  be i n t he af f i r mat i ve maj o r i t y . I t  may be t hat  by t he t i me t he 

t o t al  r egi s t r at i on i s compl et ed, about  70 per  cent  of  t he popul at i on wi l l  have an-

swer ed af f i r mat i v el y . Th i s i s a guess on t he par t  of  t he wr i t er  i n vi ew of  obser -

vat i on of  t he t r ends whi ch ar e mani f es t i ng t hemsel ves i n t he communi t y. Nat ur al l y , 

t he r esul t  wi l l  depend upon t he home pr essur es whi ch can be exer t ed upon t h i s i n-

di v i dual  or  t hat  by h i s f ami l y . Ther e ar e t hose who ar e l es s opt i mi s t i c and pr e-

di c t  an equal  di s t r i but i on o f  "y es " and "no" answer s . I n v i ew of  t he f ac t  t hat  

communi t y f eel i ng has l ar gel y di ed down, t her e seems some r eason t o bel i eve t hat  

event s ar e t ak i ng a change f or  t he bet t er . At  t he pr esent  wr i t i ng, t he r at i o of  

t hose answer i ng "y es " has been about  60 per  c ent , I foat  t he r esul t  of  t he r egi st r a-

t i on wi l l  be i s d i f f i c u l t  t o f o r et el l ; per haps , i t  may been segr egat i on; per haps , 

i t  may be t hat  t he wi del y c i r c ul at ed r umor  t hat  Canal  Camp wi l l  be made i nt o a 

segr egat i on camp may have some f o i ndat i on. Ther e seems l i t t l e doubt , however , t hat  

t hose who answer  "no" t o quest i ons 27 and 28 wi l l  be event ual l y subj ect  t o di s f r an-

chi sement  i f  t hey ar e c i t i zens and pos s i bl y depor t at i on i n t he post - war  per i od. At  

t he pr esent  wr i t i ng, t oo , t he communi t y has r eached an al most  l et har gi c s t at e, t he 

out - spoken agi t at o r s agai ns t  Army enl i s t ment  and r egi s t r at i on havi ng been r emoved. 

The r esul t  i s t hat  no one dar es t o come out  agai ns t  Army enl i s t ment  or  r egi s t r at i on. 

The s i t uat i on at  pr esent  i s ver y , ver y qui et , and t her e seems l i t t l e doubt  t hat  un-

l es s somet hi ng unf or eseen occur s , i t  wi l l  cont i nue t o be so. 

I t  i s t r ue t hat  kr my vo l unt eer  enl i s t ment s ar e meet i ng wi t h a gener al l y poor  

r ec ept i on, and al t hough no f i gur es ar e av ai l ab l e, i t  i s sai d t hat  about  40 per sons 

have t hus f ar  vol unt eer ed i n bot h camps. I t  seems unl i k e' t hat  i f  t h i s i s t r ue, 

t her e wi l l  be many mor e. F i gur es on vo l unt eer  enl i s t ment  wi l l  pr obabl y be publ i shed 
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i n a shor t  t i me. 

The J apanese sec t i on of  t he newspaper  has "bui l t  up a cer t ai n amount  of  

pr opaganda agai ns t  r egi s t r at i on and enl i s t ment , not  by over t  «fceimzm- sb* but  by 

r at her  subt l e s t at ement s . The edi t or s of  t he J apanese l anguage sect i on have l ong 

been suspect  by t he wr i t er  o f  di s semi nat i ng not  pr o- Axi s pr opaganda but , r at her , 

ant i - admi ni s t r at i on, ant i - Amer i can pr opaganda. For  exampl e, when i t  was announced 

i n t he Engl i sh sec t i on of  t he newspaper  t hat  7425 Hawai i an Ni s ei  had vo l unt eer ed, 

at t ent i on t o t h i s was cal l ed by t he J apanese l anguage s ec t i o n, t he ar t i c l e r eadi ng 

as f o l l ows : "7425 Ni s ei  vo l unt eer  i n Hawai i , but  t hey ar e not  ev ac uees ." Al l  of  

whi ch i s t r ue, but  t h i s i s somet hi ng whi ch onl y ser ves t o enhance t he publ i c opi n-

i on t hat  t he Amer i can J apanese have al r eady made t hei r  s ac r i f i c e and t hat  i t  i s 

i nhuman t o expect  anot her  one f r om t hem. One s i gni f i c ant  po i nt  may be anot her  i n 

r egar d t o t h i s at t i t ude and t h i s i s i n r ef er enc e t o t he mar ked di f f er enc e bet ween 

t he I s s ei  and t he Ni s e i . I n ment i oni ng I ssei , K i bei  ar e under st ood t o be i nc l uded. 

The s i gn i f i c ant  poi nt  i s t hat  K i bei  and I s s ei  al i k e ar e wi l l i ng t o meet  a common 

goal  and as i ndi v i dual s t hey ar e wi l l i ng t o cooper at e wi t h one anot her  even i,o t he 

po i nt  o f  s ac r i f i c i ng t hemsel ves i n pr o t es t ; wi t nes s , f or  exampl e, t he Ki bei  who 

nave asKed t o be segr egat ed i n Moab. I n t hi s r e l at i o n , t hey have t he f u l l  suppor t  

ana under s t andi ng of  t he I s s ei  communi t y. I n c ont r as t , t he Ni s ei  ar e di v i ded and 

pr esent  a f r ont  o f  many c onf l i c t i ng emo no ns . Tner e i s f ami l y f eel i ng and 1'ani i .y 

i esent ment . Ther e i s l oyal t y t o t he degr ee o f  vo l unt eer  enl i s t ment  and t her e ar e 

pr o- Axi s dec l ar at i ons } t her e i s an ant i - J ACL f ac t i on as opposed t o t h e J AGL . 

For  t he f i r s t  t i me, t he pos i t i on of  t he Ni s ei  as a mar gi nal  man i s not e-

wor t hy. He i s conf r ont ed wi t h an i s s ue whi ch has t wo s i des , t hat  of  h i s f ami l y 

or  h i s pas t  and t hat  of  h i s f ut ur e i n .Amer i ca. I n most  c as es , t he Ni s ei  t akes 

t he eas i es t  way out  by f o l l owi ng t he l i ne of  l eas t  r es i s t anc e. He i s , t her ef o r e, 

amenabl e t o t he wi shes of  h i s f ami l y , o f t en agai ns t  hi s own wi shes and of t en 

agai ns t  hi s bet t er  j udgment . By doi ng s o , however , he avoi ds c onf l i c t  and r et i r es 

i nt o h i ms el f , conceal i ng hi s r eal  emot i ons . Ther e have been t wo c ases , t hus f a r , 
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of  i ndi v i dual s unabl e t o st and t he s t r a i n , who have become unbaJ a need as t he r esul t  

o f  t hese c onf l i c t i ng pr es s ur es . I t  i s easy t o see why t he I s s ei  and K i bei , wi t h a 

common pur pose and a common c ul t ur e, ar e no mat ch f or  t he undi s c i p l i ned and unde-

c i s i v e Ni s e i . Thi s appl i c at i on of  t he t heor y of  t he mar gi nal  man can, I  t hi nf c, be 

no bet t er  exempl i f i ed t han i n t hi s case. As l ong as t he Ni s ei  ar e subj ect ed t o 

J apanese c ul t ur al  i nf l uenc es t hr ough t hei r  f r i ends and as s oc i at es , t hey cannot  

emer ge as s t r ong char act er s capabl e of  bui l di ng up t hei r  f ut ur e i n t hi s count r y. 

What  t he answer  t o t hei r  f ut ur e wi l l  be i s not  a poi nt  whi ch can be dec i ded her e. 
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Wi t h t he dy i ng down of  t he f ur or  over  t he r egi s t r at i on and pr oposed en-

l i s t ment  of  c i t i z ens , no f ur t her  demonst r at i ons o f  any k i nd have t aken p l ac e, 

a f ac t  whi ch t o t he obser ver  seems r at her  r emar kabl e and yet  whi ch i s r at her  

wel l  bor ne out  by t he appar ent  ansence o f  any k i nd of  t ens i on or  of  gr oup di s-

s at i s f ac t i o n . Ment i on i s made above of  t he f ac t  t hat  al i ens ar e now per mi t t ed 

t o enl i s t  i n t he ar med f o r c es . I t  i s al so expr essed t hat  t he r egi s t r at i on was 

t o ef f ec t  a l l  per sons bet ween t he ages o f  17 and 38, whet her  al i en or  c i t i z en , 

whet her  mal e or  f emal e. Regi s t r at i on of  women began on Thur sday , Febr uar y 25. 

At  t h i s t i me, a l i eut enant  f r om t he Women's Army Auxi l i ar y Cor p came i nt o t he 

cent er  i n or der  t o conf er  wi t h Capt ai n Thompson and t o br i ng pr opaganda t o bear  

i n or der  t o ef f ec t  t he enl i s t ment  of  some of  t he women i n t he communi t y i n t he 

WAAC. L i k e Capt ai n Thompson's meet i ngs , t h i s woman i s begi nni ng t o pr es i de over  

meet i ngs o f  gi r l s i n or der  t o ur ge t hem t o cons i der  t he WAAC as t hei r  cont r i bu-

t i on t o t he war  ef f o r t  and t o s t r es s t he t r ai n i ng and t he ac t i v i t i es whi ch ar e 

o f f er ed by t h i s br anch of  t he s er v i c e. These meet i ngs t ook pl ace i n Canal  Camp 

on t he ni ght  of  t he 25t h and ar e t o t ake pl ace accor di ng t o t he pr esent  pl an now 

i n ef f ec t  shor t l y i n But t e Camp. 

Not  a gr eat  deal  of  i nf or mat i on has come t o t he at t ent i on o f  t he wr i t er  

r egar di ng t he s t at us of  J apanese women i n t h i s o r gani zat i on. I n f ac t , t her e 

has been no f i nal  dec i s i on as t o whet her  Ni s ei  wi l l  be al l owed t o ent er  t h i s 

un i t . The f ac t  t hat  t he WAAC l i eut enant  i s her e i s s uf f i c i ent l y i ndi c at i v e, 

however , t hat  a f avor abl e dec i s i on wi l l  be f or t hcomi ng. I t  i s d i f f i c u l t  t o say 

whet her  t he r ecept i on whi ch was gi ven t o t he l i eut enant  i n Canal  i s i ndi c at i v e 

o f  t he pos i t i on o f  women i n t he J apanese soc i al  syst em. No pr essur es what soever  

have been put  t o t he gi r l s t o di s suade t hem or  t o encour age t hem i n t h i s mat t er  

o f  Army a f f i l i a t i o n . Ver y l i k e l y , most  I s s ei  cannot  concei ve of  t he f ac t  of  

women j o i n i ng t he ar med f or ces so t hat  t o many i t  i s si mpl y an oppor t uni t y of  a 

j ob. A l i s t  o f  t he .f emal e per sons bet ween t he ages of  17 and 33 has been com-
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p i l ed , and i t  i s hoped t hat  by i nv i t at i on al l  of  t hese gi r l s wi l l  at t end meet -

i ngs sponsor ed by t he WAAC l i eut enant . The nor mal  age l i mi t  f or  enl i s t ment  i n 

t he WAAC i s 21 t o 44, and whet her  t he pr i v i l ege of  enl i s t ment  wi l l  be ext ended 

t o al l  i s not  known. Ther e a number  o f  g i r l s who i nt end t o vol unt eer  i n t h i s 

cor p  ̂ I n f ac t , t her e i s pr obabl y a hi gher  per cent age of  such vol unt eer s t han 

t her e i s among t he men. A number  of  t he admi ni s t r at i ve sec r et ar i es and ot her  

t r ai ned per sonnel  pl an t o ent er  t h i s un i t . So f a r , i t  i s t o be not ed t hat  t he 

po s s i b i l i t i es o f  t h i s br anch of  ser v i ce had not  had any par t i c ul ar  ef f ec t  upon 

t he peopl e her e. 

Women, as i s ment i oned above, ar e t o be r egi s t er ed on t he r ev i sed f or m, 

WRA- 126. Regi s t r at i on of  al i ens has some ext r emel y i nt er es t i ng r es u l t s . Ther e 

ar e 300- odd i ndi v i dual s i n camp who f a l l  i nt o t he s pec i f i ed age cat egor y among 

t he men and, per haps , an equal  number  or  even a gr eat er  number  among t he women. 

The men of  t hi s c l ass ar e f r om t he so- cal l ed yobi - yose gr oup, men who ar e much 

l i k e Ni s e i . Most  of  t hese i ndi v i dual s have at t ai ned a r at her  hi gh degr ee of  

educat i on i n compar i son wi t h t he r es t  o f  t he communi t y and most  of  t hem came 

pr i o r  t o t he al i en Exc l us i on Act  of  1924. The r esul t  i s t hen t hat  most  of  t hem 

ar e abl  e t o speak Engl i sh we l l . Si nce t h i s gr oup i s smal l , i t  was easy t o ef -

f ec t  t he r egi s t r at i on of  t hem i n one day . The women have no t , as y et , been 

c al l ed upon t o r egi s t er . I n f ac t , al i en women wi l l  be t he l as t  of  t he gr oup t o 

r egi s t er . 

Al i en men bet ween t he ages o f  17 and 38 r egi s t er ed on Wednesday and wer e 

t he l as t  o f  t h i s par t i c ul ar  age gr oup t o be t ak en. Mal e r egi s t r at i on i s now 

compl et e. Regar di ng t he a l i ens , t he same pat t er n pat t er n of  r egi s t r at i on was 

f o i l owed, t he men hav i ng t o f i l l  out  f or m 304- A of  t he Sel ec t i ve Ser v i ce syst em, 

whi l e t he women wi l l  be r egi s t er ed on t he WRA f or m. The Army dec i ded t hat  i n 

v i ew of  t he f ac t  t hat  t he Ni s ei  had gi ven such a poor  r esponse t o r egi s t r at i o n, 

t hat  t he al i ens woul d be except ed f r om answer i ng t he quest i ons whi ch caused such 

a cont r over sy among t he c i t i z ens . Quest i ons 27 and 28, t her ef o r e, wer e l ef t  on 
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t he 304- A f or m. I f  an i ndi v i dual  chose, he mi ght  answer  t hese quest i ons as 

he saw f i t , but  he was not  obl i ged t o . At  t he bot t om of  x- he f or m a quest i on 

was t yped i n whi ch mi ght  be answer ed by t he i ndi v i dual  r egi s t er i ng i n l i eu of  

ques t i ons 27 and 28. Thi s quest i on r eads : "Do you sol emnl y swear  t o obey 

t he l aws of  t he Uni t ed St at es and t o do not hi ng whi ch mi ght  be of  det r i ment  

t o t he war  ef f o r t  of  t hi s count r y?" I t  was her e t hat  a r emar kabl e occur ence 

t ook p l ac e. About  hal f  of  t he al i ens wno r egi s t er ed chose t o answer  t he al -

t er nat i v e quest i on and t o l eave out  quest i ons 27 and 28. I n ever y case of  

t hose who chose t he al t er nat i ve ques t i on, t he answer  was i n t ne af f i r mat i v e. 

A ver y smal l  per cent age, l es s t han 1 per  cent  i n f ac t , accor di ng t o Mr . Land-

war d chose t o answer  quest i ons 27 and 28 i n t he af f i r mat i v e. Thus , of  300- odd 

peopl e i n bot h camps t hat  f s l l  i nt o t h i s age gr oup, near l y 100 per  cent  an-

swer ed af f i r mat i vel y ei t her  quest i ons 27 and 28 or  t he al t er nat i ve ques t i on. 

Capt ai n Thompson has chosen t o v i ew t h i s s i t uat i on as t r emendousl y puzz l i ng. 

I n v i ew of  t he f ac t  t hat  so many Ni s ei  obl i ged t o answer  quest i ons 27 and 28 

di d so i n t he negat i ve aj i d, y et , on t he ot her  hand, non- c i t i zens chose t o com-

mi t  t hemsel ves f avor abl y on t hese quest i ons or  o f  t he quest i on whi ch pr esumabl y 

had t he same ef f ec t  ̂ Capt ai n Thompson i s i ncapabl e of  seei ng t he soc i al  i mpl i ca-

t i ons whi ch l i e behi nd t hese answer s . He and Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t o r , Bennet t , ar e 

i nc l i ned t o v i ew t he s i t uat i on as t er r i b l y s i gn i f i c an t , somet hi ng whi ch i s i n-

di c at i v e of  a s i n i s t er  and deep p l o t . The Leave Of f i c er , J ohn Landwar d, was 

suc c ess f ul  i n conv i nc i ng Capt ai n Thompson t hat  t hi s was not  ac t ual l y t he case. 

P r o j ec t  Di r ec t o r , Bennet t , however , i s not  at  al l  conv i nced, bei ng onl y t oo 

wi l l i ng t o see an i ns i di ous pl ot  i n t he r egi s t r at i on s t at i s t i c s . I t  seems f ai r -

l y obv i ous , however , t hat  t he r eason f or  such a s i t uat i on l i es i n t he consi der -

at i on o f  t hese younger  I s s e i . I n t he f i r s t  p l ac e, t hey ar e l ar gel y l i k e Ni s ei  

except  t hat  t hey ar e bet t er  adj us t ed because t hey have not  been obl i ged t o 

choose bet ween J apan and t he Uni t ed St at es i nasmuch as Uni t ed St at es c i t i zens hi p 

has been bar r ed t o t hem. Most  of  t hem ar e s i ngl e, havi ng f ew f ami l y t i es , 
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whi l e many have r el at i ves i n J apan. Ther e ar e some, o f  cour se, who have agi ng 

par ent s wi t h t hem i n t he c ent er , 8nd ot her s who ar e mar r i ed and have smal l  

f ami l i es of  younger  c h i l dr en. The gr oup as a whol e has never  been concer ned 

wi t h Ni s ei  pr obl ems. For  t he most  par t , t hey ar e not  subj ect  t o domi nat i on by 

t hei r  par ent s i nasmuch as t he backgr ound whi ch t hey br ought  wi t h t hem f r om J apan 

does not  c onf l i c t  wi t h t hat  o f  t hei r  f ami l i es-

Mor e so t han t he Ni s e i , t h i s gr oup t akes pr i de i n t he f act  t hat  t hey 

l i v e i n Amer i ca and i s cont ent  t o accept  t he advant ages and di sadvant ages whi ch 

Amer i ca o f f er s . Thi s gr oup has never  been a pr essur e gr oup except  as i t s s i ngl e 

men have al l i ed t hemsel ves wi t h ot her  s i ngl e men i n t he so- cal l ed dor mi t or i es . 

Those who have chi l dr en ar e anxi ous t hat  t hei r  chi l dr en shoul d moke t hei r  way 

i n Amer i ca. I n t he mai n, t hese al i ens have not  been subj ec t  t o ei t her  f ami l y 

or  gr oup pr es s ur es , wi t h t he r es ul t  t hat  t hey ar e mor e f r ee t o make a dec i s i on. 

On a per cent age bas i s , i t  i s sai d t hat  a l ar ge number  o f  t hem have vol unt eer ed 

f or  ser v i ce i n t he \ rmy t her eby , of  c our se, maki ng t hemsel ves el i gi bl e f or  

nat ur al i zat i o n . On t he who l e, t h i s al i en gr oup has pr esent ed ver y c l ear l y i t s 

wi l l i ngnes s t o cooper at e wi t h t he newl y es t abl i s hed pr ogr am. The sket chy r ea-

sons out l i ned above and a c ons i der at i on of  t he soc i al  backgr ound of  t he gr oup 

whi ch has never  been embr oi l ed i n t he Ni s ei  c onf l i c t  show c l ear l y t he j us t i f i -

cat i on of  t he st and t aken by t hese i ndi v i dual s . 

I n Canal  Camp, of  t he Ni s ei  who r egi s t er ed, 44 per  cent  of  t hose who 

had gi ven negat i ve answer s t o ques t i ons 27 and 28 r econs i der ed and changed 

t hei r  answer s . The end r es ul t  i s t hat  Canal  Camp has gi ven a much bet t er  show-

i ng t han But t e. The end r esul t  of  t he Canal  Camp r egi s t r at i on of  t he men i s 

t hat  about  80 per  cent  ar e wi l l i ng t o ser ve i n t he ar med f or ces and have r e-

pudi at ed al l egi anc e t o t he J apanese gover nment . ' The per cent age i n But t e i s 

pr obabl y l ower  due t o t he s t r engt h of  t he K i bei  el ement . Ver y l i k e l y , however , 

t he end r es u l t , al t hough l es s , wi l l  be pr eponder ant l y on t he s i de of  an af f i r m-

at i ve answer . Whet her  t he same s i t uat i on wi l l  occur  f or  t he ot her  r el oc at i on 
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cent er s i s not  known, but  pr obabl y as t hese var i ous s t r uggl es di e down, some-

t h i ng s i mi l ar  may be shown s t at i s t i c a l l y . 

The sheep may, t her ef o r e, be separ at ed f r om t he goat s . I t  i s pr et t y 

c l ear l y i ndi c at ed t hat  some k i nd of  segr egat i on wi l l  begi n t o t ake pl ac e ver y 

s hor t l y . I n f ac t , by t he end of  t hi s cur r ent  week (F ebr uar y 20) , al l  of  t hose 

i ndi v i dual s empl oyed i n t he camouf l age net  f ac t or y who have answer ed quest i ons 

27 and 28 negat i vel y wi l l  be di s c har ged. Si mi l ar l y , war dens , f i r emen, t eac her s , 

admi ni s t r at i ve empl oyees, and empl oyees of  var i ous ot her  ser v i ce di v i s i ons wi l l  

be separ at ed f r om t hei r  empl oyment . P r ef er ence wi l l  now be shown t o t hose who 

have pr esent ed t hemsel ves as l oyal  Amer i can c i t i z ens . Rumor s ar e al r eady r i f e 

r egar di ng t he segr egat i on of  t he l oyal  f r om t he d i s l o y al . Anot her  r ound- up of  

agi t at o r s and subver s i ve l eader s i s schedul ed t o t ake pl ac e dur i ng t he f i r s t  

week i n Mar ch. Si nce t he i n i t i a l  r ound- up of  Febr uar y 16, t hr ee ot her  i ndi v i -

dual s have been appr ehended. Ther e i s t al k of  di v i di ng t he t wo Gi l a Camps and 

put t i ng t he os t ens i bl y di s l oyal  peopl e i nt o Camp One and r et ai n i ng t he l oyal  

i n Camp Two. Rel oc at i on, pr i v at e empl oyment  out s i de, s t udent  r el oc at i on, and 

t he l i k e , wi l l  be pr ohi bi t ed f or  t hose who have gi ven negat i ve answer s t o t he 

ques t i onnai r e's st at ement s 27 and 28. Gr adual l y , t he Moab Pr oj ec t  f or  K i bei  and 

subver s i ve Ni s ei  wi l l  expand. The po l i c y of  appr ehens i on and segr egat i on wi l l  

be cont i nued. Ther e seems l i t t l e doubt  t hat  i n v i ew of  t he l ar ge per cent age of  

t hose answer i ng "y es " at  Gi l a , t he dr af t  wi l l  be opened t o t hose who have ex-

pr essed t hei r  wi l l i ngnes s t o ent er  t he s er v i c e. 

The wr i t er  had an oppor t uni t y t o t al k over  t he Moab .Segr egat i on pr o j ec t  

s i t uat i on wi t h Mr . D. J ohns t on, Ass i s t ant  Chi ef  of  I nt er nal  Secur i t y i n But t e 

Camp. J ohnst on and F r eder i cks had t aken t he. appr ehended Ki bei  i n a t r uck t o 

t he Moab Segr egat i on Cent er . F r eder i c k s , t r ans f er r ed f r om t hi s cent er  t o Moab, 

wi l l  be Chi ef  o f  I nt er nal  Secur i t y t her e. The Moab Pr o j ec t  i s not  one whi ch 

has been r ecent l y b u i l t . I t  i s , on t he cont r ar y , an abandoned CCC Camp. The 

i ndi v i dual s conf i ned t her e wi l l  have ampl e oppor t uni t y t o r emodel  t he set t l ement . 
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Mr . J ohnst on desc r i bed t he s i t uat i on of  t hi s camp as i n a most  unf avor abl e par t  

of  t he Ut ah des er t . I t  i s made up o f  unat t r ac t i ve bar r acks whi ch ar e sur r ounded 

by a hi gh bar bed wi r e f enc e. Ther e i s no pr o j ec t  ar ea pr oper . The r es i dent s 

t her e ar e f or bi dden t o l eave t he i mmedi at e conf i ne of  t he camp and a c l ose guar d 

i s kept  at  al l  t i mes . A man by t he name of  Best  i s Ac t i ng Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t o r . The 

popul at i on, al t hough smal l , i s expect ed t o i nc r eas e f r om t i me t o t i me as subver -

s i v e el ement s i n ot her  r el ocat i on cent er s ar e sei zed and i nt er ned t her e. I t  

does not  appear  as t hough t he Moab Pr o j ec t  wi l l  be sel f - suppor t i ng. So f ar  as 

can be det er mi ned, no l and r ec l amat i on or  f ar mi ng of  any k i nd i s cont empl at ed 

f or  t he Moab s et t l er s . Ther e i s l i t t l e doubt  t hat  di s f r anchi sement  pr oceedi ngs 

as wel l  as depor t at i on i n t he post - war  per i od ar e bei ng pl anned f or  t he Moab 

evac uees . I t  has no t , as y et , been dec i ded what  s hal l  become of  t he f ami l i es of  

t he Ni s ei  who have been pl aced i n Moab. I n t he Gi l a r ound- up onl y t hose i ndi v i -

dual s who wer e suspect  wer e appr ehended. The f ami l y was not  t ouched. 

The al i ens wer e t aken t o T£L Paso f or  event ual  i nt er nment  i n Lor dsbur g, 

New Mexi c o . Ther e i s , appar ent l y , some k i nd o f  r ul e or  el s e a po l i cy has not  

as yet  been ascer t ai ned whi ch wi l l  al l ow al i ens t o be pl aced i n Moab. Appar ant -

l y , t he camp i s t o be used excl usi vel y f or  c i t i z ens , and i t  i s not  known what  

di s pos i t i on wi l l  be made of  t he f ami l i es of  t hese Ni s e i . Event ual l y , per haps , 

t hese f ami l i es may be per mi t t ed al so t o r es i de at  Moab. Thi s pr obl em wi l l  pr o-

babl y be some t i me i n bei ng so l ved. 

I t  i s t he wr i t er 1s opi ni on t hat  t he danger  whi ch conf r ont ed t he Amer i can-

bor n J apanese has been c i r cumvent ed. Suf f i c i ent  have answer ed f avor abl y on t he 

quest i on of  l oyal t y t o j u s t i f y t he segr egat i on and t he pos s i bi l i t y of  t he dr af t . 

Of  cour se, an unf avor abl e r esponse t o Array enl i s t ment  mi ght  as yet  j eopar di ze 

t he pr ogr am. The o f f i c i a l s concer ned, however , do not  seem t o be wor r i ed over  

t h i s po s s i b i l i t y and, al t hough a number  of  Army vol unt eer s i s a s ec r et , i t  

appear s t hat  t he pr esc r i bed quot a of  vol unt eer  enl i s t ment s wi l l  not  be met . 

Suf f i c i ent  seemed t o be vo l unt eer i ng, however , f r om al l  r umor s and r epor t s t o 
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j u s t i f y t he Ar r ay's pr ogr am. At  Gi l a , t he s i t uat i on has not  changed s i nce t he 

day of  t he r ound- up, and t he pr essur e gr oups cont i nue t o r emai n s i l ent . I t  

seems unl i k el y t hat  f ur t her  demonst r at i ons o f  any massed nat ur e wi l l  t ake p l ac e. 

Addi t i onal  i nf or mat i on wi l l  he f or t hcomi ng r egar di ng t he s i t uat i on f r om t i me t o 

t i me, 
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Apr i l  23, 1943 -  Spencer  

Some di s c us s i o n of  t he day t o day occur r ences i n t he mi l i t ar y r egi s -

t r at i o n and enl i s t ment  pr ogr am whi ch t ook p l ac e at  t he Gi l a Rel oc at i on Cen-

t er  begi nni ng F ebr uar y 8 , 1943, has al r eady been f o r t hc omi ng. The r eper cus-

s i ons of  t h i s pr ogr am ar e s t i l l  spr eadi ng t hr oughout  t he communi t y, howev r̂ y 

wi t h i mpor t ant  ef f ec t s and r es u l t s . Ques t i ons 27 and 28 of  t he mi l i t ar y 

f or m ques t i onnai r e and of  t he anal agous H A f or m f or  t hose above t he age 

gr oup of  17 t o 33 and f or  women have pr oved t o be s i gn i f i c ant  and cont i nue 

t o be s o . The admi ni s t r at i ve s t a f f  concei ved t he answer s t o such ques t i ons 

t o be det er mi nat i ve of  l oy al t y t o t he Uni t ed St at es . The r eg i s t r at i o n pr o-

gr am, o s t ens i b l y , br ought  about  t he i nv es t i gat i o n of  t he Senat o r i al  Commi t -

t ee i nv es t i gat i o n headed by Senat or  Chandl er  f or  t he pur pose of  det er mi ni ng 

t he adv i s i b i l i t y o f  per mi t t i ng t he vVRA t o exi s t  as t he c i v i l  aut hor i t y 

char ged wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on of  t he r el o c at i o n cent er s and t o det er mi ne 

t he j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r  t he s eques t r at i on of  t he so- cal l ed di s l o y al  el ement s . 

Di s l o y al t y i s now mor e or  l es s of  a f o r got t en i s s ue as i s t he mi l i t ar y r e-

g i s t r a t i o n , so f ar  as t he r es i dent s o f  t he communi t y axe concer ned. The 

ef f ec t  of  t he Chandl er  hear i ng was , wi t hout  doubt , t o p l ac e a st amp of  ap-

pr oval  on t he V.ftA and i t s r eset t l ement  pr ogr am. The d i f f i c u l t i es whi ch 

conf r ont ed t he i nd i v i dual  evacuee pr i o r  t o t he r eg i s t r at i o n and t he Chand-

l er  i nv es t i gat i o n arengnr  al most  compl et el y wi ped away . Thi s has been des-

c r i bed i n a r ecent  anal y s i s of  t he Leave Of f i c e and r eset t l ement  of  t he 

Gi l a Cent er . 

Ther e i s a def i n i t e r e l a t i o ns h i p , however , bet ween r eg i s t r at i o n and 

r es et t l ement . The r eg i s t r at i o n f or ms t hemsel ves wer e under s t ood t o be 

app l i c at i ons f o r  l eave c l ear anc es . Al l  of  t hose who have answer ed "no " t o 
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quest i ons 27 and 23 ar e f or bi dden f r om r es et t l i ng . The pr i v i l eges of  a 

one or  t wo- day shor t - t er m l eave t o v i s i t  adj acent  l o c a l i t i es i s deni ed 

t hose who haveanswer ed "n o ". Negat i ve answer s t o ei t her  quest i on ar e suf -

f i c i ent  at  t h i s t i me t o bar r  an i ndi v i dual  f r om l eav i ng t he cent er  l i mi t s . 

Ther e wer e many who had answer ed "no" t o quest i on 27, whi ch per t ai ned t o 

t he combat  ser v i ce and wi l l i ngnes s t o par t i c i pat e i n t he ar med f o r c es , but  

on t he ot her  hand, af f i r mat i v e answer s t o quest i on 28, whi ch concer ned r e-

pudi at i on o f  f o r ei gn al l egi anc e, wer e gi v en. I n most  such c as es , t he i n-

di v i dual s concer ned di d not  under s t and t he r egi s t r at i o n. Havi ng f ami l i es , 

t hey wer e r el uc t ant  t o l eave and, bei ng under  an i mpr ess i on t hat  af f i r ma-

t i v e answer s t o quest i on 27 wer e t ant amount  t o en l i s t i ng, negat i ve answer s 

wer e gi ven. They , t oo , ar e bar r ed f r om r eset t l ement , al t hough i t  begi ns 

t o appear  t hat  t hey wi l l  event ual l y be al l owed t he pr i v i l eges and t hat  some 

cons i der at i on wi l l  be gi ven t o t hem i f  t hey wi sh to change t hs i r  answer s t o 

quest i on 27. Those who answer ed bot h quest i ons i n t he negat i ve ar e under -

st ood t o be d i s l o y al . No ques t i ons can be cont ended f or  t he r easons behi nd 

t hei r  answer s or  t he mi sunder s t andi ng of  t he r egi s t r at i on pr ogr am. 

For  a mont h af t er  t he i nc ept i on o f  t he r egi s t r at i o n pr ogr am, i t  was 

pos s i bl e t o change answer s . Gases ar e r ecor ded of  some i ndi v i dual s who 

changed t hei r  answer s "no" t o "y es " and back agai n, f our  or  f i ve t i mes . 

Si nce t hi s pr i v i l ege of  changi ng answer s was at  one t i me al l owed, i t  i s 

concei ved t hat  per mi ss i on shoul d not  now be gi ven t o per mi t  a change o f  

opi ni on. Under  t he pr esent  c i r cumst ances , however , i f  a per son does "r e-

pent " and wi shes t o change h i s answer , he may make appl i c at i on i n a l et t er  

t o the P r o j ec t  Di r ec t o r , who wi l l  appoi nt  a boar d t o hear  h i s case. 

t h i s l e t t er , he must  c l ear l y s t at e why he wi shes t o change h i s answer . 

Not  much cons i der at i on i s gi ven t o t hose who had gi ven negat i ve answer s 

and who now ar e wor r i ed because per mi ss i on t o r es et t l e i s deni ed t hem or -
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because t hey f ear  event ual  s eques t r at i on. Many Ni s ei  who answer ed t he t wo 

quest i ons f avor abl y f r om t he admi ni s t r at i ve po i nt  of  v i ew er e under  t he 

opi ni on t hat  under  no c i r cumst ances shoul d oppor t uni t y be gi ven t o change 

answer s now. Ther e ar e a number  o f  i ndi v i dual s i n t he cent er  who do wi sh 

t o change t hei r  answer s end v/ho have sent  t o t he Pr o j ec t  .Di r ect or  a l et t er  

r eques t i ng t hi s change. No ac t i on has been t aken on t hese as y et , f ur t her  

c l ar i f i c at i o n bei ng awai t ed f r om "Washi ngt on. The quest i on i n t he mi nds of  

xhe admi ni s t r at i ve o f f i c i a l s at  t he moment  i s : "Can such a boar d appoi nt ed 

by t he P r o j ec t  Di r ec t or  t o hear  t hese cases and pr oposed t o be composed of  

evacuee l eader s and some of  t he admi ni s t r at i ve s t af f  be s uf f i c i ent l y obj ec-

t i v e t o wei gh t he r easons i nvo l ved i n an i ndi v i dual  answer i ng as he di d 

and t o pass on per mi ss i on f or  hi m t o ef f ec t  changed answer s?" I t  begi ns 

t o appea.r  as t hough such a boar d coul d not  be s uf f i c i ent l y obj ec t i ve and 

t hat  some f ur t her  s t eps shoul d be t aken i n or der  t o pr event  a po t ent i al l y 

di s l oy al  and, t her ef o r e, danger ous i ndi v i dual  f r om l eav i ng t he cent er . 

Admi ni s t r at i ve opi ni on, at  t he moment , cont empl at es a pr obat i onar y 

per i o d. An i ndi v i dual  maki ng appl i c at i on t o change h i s answer s shoul d be 

pl ac ed under  sur vei l ance l or  sever al  mont hs bef o r e per mi ss i on i s gi v en. 

'.Whether  t hi s cont empl at ed pr obat i onar y per i od wi l l  pass t he Nat i onal  Head-

quar t er s i s debat abl e. I t  becomes appar ent , however , t hat  as t he keynot e 

o f  t he communi t y ext ends i t s e l f  t owar ds r eset t l ement , many of  t hose who 

answer ed "no " t o quest i ons 27 and 23 ar e wi s hi ng t hat  t hey had not  done so . 

I n most  c as es , t he mi sunder s t andi ng v/hi ch was br ought  about  by t he r egi s -

t r at i on pr ogr am was over come and most  o f  t he i ndi v i dual s r egi s t er i ng under -

st ood what  negat i ve answer s ent ai l ed. At  Gi l a , t her e was a l ar ge number  

o f  i ndi v i dual s who answer ed "no" t o quest i ons 27 and 23 on t he bas i s of  a 

pr ot es t  agai ns t  evac uat i on, agai ns t  depr avat i on of  c i t i zens hi p pr i v i l eges , 
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and agai ns t  t he condi t i ons of  t he r el oc at i on c ent er . A l ar ge gr oup o f  

Ni s e i  answer ed i n t hi s r ay and s t eadf as t l y r ef us ed t o change t hei r  answer s , 

al t hough a number  o f  t hem ar e begi nni ng t o waver . The admi ni s t r at i on i s 

puzz l ed as t o what  t o do wi t h such i ndi v i dual s . Such pr ot es t s ar e con-

s i der ed t o be by some as v a l i d . The F r o j ec t  Di r ec t o r s hi p , however , con-

t i nues t o r egar d negat i ve an s wer s as i ndi c at i v e of  d i s l o y al t y . Some t al k 

i n Washi ngt on i s goi ng on at  t he pr esent  t i me t o ar r ange f o r  some consi der -

at i on of  t hose who have ent er ed pr ot es t s i n t h i s way. Mo c l ar i f i c at i o n of  

t hei r  st at us i s as yet  f or t hcomi ng. 

The Y7RA appar ent l y does not  des i r e t hat  a l l  o f  t hose who answer ed 

"no" shoul d be i nt er ned and pr event ed f r om r eset t l ement . Whi l e i t  i s t r ue 

t hat  t he pr i v i l ege o f  changi ng answer s was once gi ven and now i s no l onger  

po s s i b l e, i t  begi ns t o appear  as t hough event ual l y t h i s wi l l  come about  

agai n . Chandl er , i n t he r epor t  of  h i s commi t t ee, s t at es t hat  he f ound 

t went y per  cent  of  t he popul at i on of  t he t en r el ocat i on cent er s t o be di s-

l o y a l , t hose hav i ng gi ven negat i ve answer s t o ei t her  one or  bot h of  t he 

ques t i ons . Chandl er  does not  s t at e, however , whet her  t h i s o i s t he r esul t  

of  t he over - al l  r egi s t r at i on or  o f  t he gi ven age gr oup, 17 t o 38. For  

t hose i n t he gi ven age gr oup, t h i s number , t went y per  cent , seems t o be 

r at her  smal l  i n v i ew of  t he f ur or e t hat  r egi s t r at i o n caused i n so many of  

t he c ent er s . I t  appear s as t hough t h i s number  i f  t hat  o f  t he over - al l  

r egi s t r at i on of  women, a l i ens , and c i t i zens of  t he gi ven age gr oup, and 

a l l  ot her s as we l l . Among t he men i n t he 17 t o 38 age gr oup at  Gi l a , 

t her e wer e t hi r t y per  cent  negat i ve answer s . These negat i ve answer s , 

f r om al l  t hat  can be det er mi ned, v/ere i n t he most  par t  on t he bas i s of  

pr o t es t . Such pr o t es t s , however , mi ght  wel l  be r el at ed t o t he ot her  r ea-

sons f or  negat i ve answer s such as des i r e t o pr eser ve f ami l y un i t , et c . 



Spencer  -  Page 5 

Addenda, Mi l i t ar y Regi s . 

At  any r at e, at  Gi l a t hi r t y per  cent  of  t he e l i g i b l e mal e c i t i zens an-

swer ed "no ". 

No pr essur e was exer t ed on women, wi t h t he r esul t  t hat  i n near l y 

ever y c as e, women pr o f essed l o y al t y . For  t he most  par t , t he al i en popu-

l at i o n pr o f es sed l o y al t y . These al i ens had t o f i l l  out  t he '"IRA count er -

par t  t o t he Sel ec t i v e Ser v i ce f or m. I n t hi s case, however , r at her  t han t o 

answer  quest i on 28, t hey wer e gi ven an al t er nat i v e. They mi ĥt  answer  

quest i on 28, but  i f  t hey wi s hed, t hey coul d answer  an appended quest i on 

r el at i v e t o obeyi ng t he l aws of  t he Uni t ed St at es and t o doi ng not hi ng 

whi ch mi ght  be o f  i mpedi ment  t o t he war  ef f o r t  o f  t h i s count r y . About  

sevent y- f i ve per  cent  of  t he al i ans chose t o answer  t he al t er nat i ve ques-

t i o n . No st i gma i s at t ached t o t hei r  choos i ng t h i s ques t i on, and t hey 

may r es et t l e a_t  m i l . A ver y smal l  per cent age of  t hem r ef used t o commi t  

t hemsel ves on ei t her  quest i on 28 or  i t s a l t er nat i v e. On t he whol e, t he 

al i en r egi s t r at i on was f ar  mor e encour agi ng t han was t hat  of  t he c i t i zens . 

The L eave Of f i c e , at  t hat  t i me i n char ge of  r egi s t r at i on and now 

concer ned wi t h t he compi l at i on o f  s t at i s t i c s o f  r egi s t r at i on and so on, 

bel i ev es t hat  i f  t hi s al t er nat i v e quest i on had not  been i ns er t ed, t he al i en 

r esponse woul d have been equal l y as good. I t  i s r emar kabl e t hat  t he al i ens 

exhi bi t  a f ar  gr eat er  ab i l i t y t o cooper at e wi t h t he mi l i t ar y i n t he r egi s-

t r at i on pr ogr am. 

Thi r t y per  cent  of  negat i ve answer s at  Gi l a i nvo l ves 1100 i n t he 

gi ven age gr oup. Cons i der i ng t hese i ndi v i dual s wi t h t hei r  f ami l i es , about  

4, 000 peopl e ar e i nvol ved or  one- t hi r d of  t he ent i r e communi t y. I n t he 

mai n, t hese peopl e wi l l  be pr ohi bi t ed f r om r es et t l i ng. Ci r cumst ances wi l l  

br i ng t h i s pr ohi bi t i on about . The quest i on ar i s es of  what  can be done with 

i ndi v i dual s of  t hi s sor t . Ther e ar e 4, 000 peopl e, t her ef o r e, i n addi t i on 

t o t hose so- cal l ed l oyal  peopl e who ar e unwi l l i ng t o r es et t l e, v/ho wi l l  r e-
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mai n i n t he c ent er . A quest i on t hus ar i s es as t o how ext ens i ve t he r e-

set t l emaat  pr ogr am can be. As t he r esul t  of  t he mi l i t ar y pr ogr am, t he 

WRA f ound i t s e l f  i n a ver y d i f f i c u l t  po s i t i o n . I t s exi s t ence as a separ -

at e agency was def i n i t e t̂ hr eat ened and, f or  a t i me, i t  appear ed as t hough 

i t  mi ght  be r el egat ed t o t he 17ar  Depar t ment  under  t he same pr ov i s i on as 

exi s t ed f or  t he 7/CGA. My er 's pr ogr am, however , appar ent l y met  wi t h Sena-

t o r i a l  appr oval  and wi t h Army appr oval . Chandl er 's st at ement  t hat  t went y 

per  cent  wer e di s l oy al  i s no t , i ndeed, as l ar ge a f i gur e as t he Amer i can 

publ i c mi ght  be l ed t o s us pec t . As l ong as t h i s i s so , t he exi s t ence of  

t he !RA i s j us t i f i ed and t he r eset t l ement  pr ogr am has f u l l  admi ni s t r at i ve 

appr oval . I t  i s f or t unat e f or  t hose evacuees des i r ous of  r eset t l ement  

t hat  t h i s i s s o . 
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"Now, i t  wi l l  be nec es s ar y t o ment i on t he t hi ngs t hat  ar e go i ng 

on i n t he communi t y whi c h seem t o have s uc h t er r i f i c i mp l i c at i o ns . I  

t h i nk i t  wel l  her e t o ment i on some of  t hi s t o you sor t  of  i n t he f or m 

of  a r epo r t . I  s hal l  t r y t o keep you i nf or med on i t  as t he days go 

by . As you may have gues s ed, i t  c onc er ns t he openi ng up of  vo l unt eer  

enl i s t ment s i n t he Ar my t o t he N i s e i . L andwar d, as Leave Of f i c e r , 

r ec ent l y r et ur ned f r om Washi ngt on wher e he had become ac quai nt ed wi t h 

t he r el o c at i o n pr ogr am i n a t en- day cour se of  i ns t r uc t i o n gi ven t o 

Leave Of f i c er s f r om a l l  pr o j ec t s and became awar e of  t he f ac t  t hat  

t he Ni s e i  wer e t o be dr af t ed but  t hat  f i r s t  vo l unt eer  enl i s t ment s 

woul d be opened up t o t he N i s e i , and t hat  t hi s pr ogr am was t o commence 

i mmedi at el y . Si mul t aneous l y i n a l l  t en r e l o c at i o n p r o j ec t s , cr ews of  

Ar my o f f i c er s and Cauc as i an and J apanese non- commi ss i oned per sonnel  

ar e b r i ng i ng under  way pr opaganda f o r  en l i s t ment . Th i s body of  

Ar my per s onnel  whi c h f unc t i o ns her e and i n ot her  cent er s has a 

t v/o- f ol d pur pos e. I n t he f i r s t  p l ac e, t hey ar e t o accept  vo l unt eer s 

f o r  enl i s t ment  i n t he Ar my, and i n t he second p l ac e, t hey ar e t o 

r eg i s t er  a l l  Ni s e i  i nc l ud i ng K i b e i , except  t hose who have appl i ed f o r  

r ep at r i a t i o n , bet ween t he ages of  17 and 38. The i dea bei ng t o have 

a sour ce of  man- power  f o r  def ens e i ndus t r i es and t o f ur t her  c l a r i f y 

t he s i t uat i o n i n r egar d t o t he dr af t  t hr ough r eg i s t r a t i o n . These 

Ar my men wer e t o have pr es i ded at  meet i ngs whi c h ar e des i gned t o 

b r i ng ac r oss t o ever y gr oup i n t he communi t y t hese t wo f ac t s : ( 1) 

t he nec es s i t y f o r  r eg i s t r at i o n whi c h i s compul sor y and ( 2) t he 

des i r ab i l i t y of  en l i s t i n g i n t hei r  own Ni s ei  combat  bat t a l i o n wh i c h 

i s now bei ng f o r med. I n c i den t a l l y , t he l at t er  wi l l  be i n addi t i o n 
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t o t he 100t h I n f ant r y whi c h i s an a l l - Ni s ei  bat t a l i o n made up 

p r i nc i pa l l y f r om Hawai i an s o ur c es . 

L o wi e. Char l i e , and mysel f  at t ended t he f i r s t  meet i ng i n whi ch 

Capt ai n Thompson s pok e. Landwar d was t her e and Bennet t . The meet i ng 

t ook p l ac e i n Camp t wo wi t h t he heads of  a l l  o r gani zat i ons pr esent  as 

wel l  as Bl o c k c ounc i l men, Bl oc k c hai r men, and Bl o c k Manager s . The 

i dea was t o b r i ng ac r oss t o t hese l eader s t he nec es s i t y f o r  enl i s t ment , 

t he f ac t  t hat _ i f  t he quot a of  3500 f o r  t he t en r e l o c at i o n c ent er s i s 

not  met , t he r es u l t s may be ver y c at as t r ophi c so f ar  as publ i c o p i n i o n, 

and, mor e, admi ni s t r at i v e opi ni on wi l l  mol d t he f ut ur e of  t he J apanese 

i n Amer i c a. Ther e seems t o be l i t t l e doubt  t hat  i f  publ i c opi ni on 

cannot  see s u f f i c i en t  of  t he Ni s e i  v o l unt eer i ng i n t he Ar my, t he con-

census i n t he count r y wi l l  be unc hanged, namel y t o t he ef f ec t  t hat  t he 

J apanese i n Amer i ca ar e d i s l o y a l  t o a man. 

So many i s s ues ar e i nv o l v ed i n t he c o ns i der at i o n of  t h i s f ac t , 

peopl e concer ned have r es o l v ed t o di s c us s a l l  p r i nc i p l es i nv o l v ed; 

t hat  t h i s i s not  now a p r i v i l ege and t hat  t h i s i s not  democr acy, t hat  

t he J apanese i n t h i s count r y have made t hei r  s ac r i f i c e by ac c edi ng t o 

ev ac uat i o n . These po i n t s , of  c o ur s e, ar e a l l  wel l  t ak en . The Ni s ei  

do not  want  t o v o l unt eer . I t  has been po i nt ed out  t hat  t he r el o c at i o n 

pr ogr am whi c h i s now i n ef f ec t  wi l l  be d i v er t ed i f  t he br eadwi nner  of  

any gi ven f ami l y i s e i t her  dr af t ed or  v o l unt eer s . The pr essur es i n 

t he communi t y ar e s i mpl y t e r r i f i c and seem t o c ent er  ar ound t he K i bei  

c l ubs , t he member shi p of  whi ch wi l l  be most  s er i o us l y a f f ec t ed by any 

d r a f t . Ever y day t h i s week meet i ngs have t aken p l ac e. The f i r s t  

meet i ng was t h a t , as I  ment i oned, f o r  t he o s t ens i b l e l eader s i n t he 

communi t y. The second was sponsor ed by t he J . A . C . L . f o r  t he Ni s e i . 
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The t h i r d was an a l l - I s s e i  meet i ng, whi l e l as t  n i gh t , a meet i ng 

bef o r e t he K i bei  t ook p l ac e . Si mi l ar  meet i ngs have t aken pl ac e i n 

bo t h camps, and i t  i s t he ai m of  Capt ai n Thompson her e t o t r y t o 

r eac h ever yone i n t he communi t y . Char l i e cover s t he f i r s t  meet i ng 

i n d e t a i l . Cauc as i ans have been di s c our aged f r om at t endi ng t he ot her  

meet i ngs bec aus e i t  i s s a i d , and r i gh t l y , t hat  t he communi t y at  l ar ge 

wi l l  get  t he i mpr ess i on t hat  t he Caucas i an admi ni s t r at o r s ar e ai di ng 

and abet t i ng t h i s "f ur t her  ens l av ement ". At  ever y meet i ng so f a r , 

t he K i bei  have s t ood out  as a r ad i c a l  gr oup s t r ongl y oppos i ng t he 

move. Thompson has been as f a i r  as I  bel i ev e a man i n h i s pos i t i on 

coul d b e . Rea l i z i ng t hat  c o nt r o v er s i a l  i s s ues woul d be r a i s ed , Capt ai n 

Thompson has had ques t i ons wr i t t en by t he audi enc e. He r eads t hem o f f  

and ans wer s , at t empt i ng t o g i v e as honest  an answer  as he po s s i bl y can 

but  he i s not  al ways per mi t t ed t o say what  he want s t o say . The 

audi ence wi l l  c l ap and boo or  st amp i t s f ee t . I n t he I s s e i  meet i ng 

i n Eut t e Camp Wednesday n i gh t , handl ed by t he Cap t a i n ' s Ni s e i  a i de. 

Ser geant  Abur amen, t he message was never  br ought  over  i nasmuch as 

howl s of  der i s i o n gr eet ed t he Ser geant ' s wor ds and t he meet i ng ended 

i n a near  r i o t . 

Ever yone i s t e r r i f i c a l l y concer ned over  t he r es u l t s of  Capt ai n 

Thompson's v i s i t . Ther e ar e some admi ni s t r at o r s her e who can hones t l y 

see t he r easons f o r  hes i t at i o n on t he par t  of  t hes e Ni s ei  and t he 

r easons f o r  t he t e r r i f i c pr es s ur es agai ns t  enl i s t ment  whi ch ar e 

r a i s ed by Bfch&Kx t he K i be i  and t he Kyowa- kai . Ques t i on of  l o y a l t i es 

has been r a i s ed by o t her s , somet i mes wi t h di s as t r ous r es u l t s . Ther e 

ar e member s of  t he admi ni s t r at i v e s t a f f  who t hi nk l i k e t he gener al  

publ i c t hat  t he J apanese i n t he r el oc at i on c ent er s have now shown 

t hei r  t r ue c o l o r s . Bennet t  hi ms el f  i s at  an ut t er  l oss t o under s t and 
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t he at t i t udes whi ch ar e expr es s ed her e. To anal y ze t hese at t i t udes 

b r i e f l y , i t  mi ght  be sai d t hat  t he ent i r e concer n i s f o r  t he f ami l y 

gr oup and t he ver y s t r ong des i r e t o keep t he f ami l y gr oup t oget her  i n 

t h i s , t he r el o c at i o n c ent er . I t  i s s ai d t hat  i f  a f ami l y wer e al l owed 

t o get  out  and es t ab l i s h i t s e l f  on t he o ut s i de, many mor e Ni s e i  woul d 

be abl e t o f e e l  secur e i n v o l unt eer i ng. An i n t er es t i ng app l i c at i o n 

of  J apanese concept  of  bus h i do has been r a i s ed t i me and aga i n . Tt  

i s s a i d t hat  t he Ni s e i  s houl d vo l unt eer  i n accor dance wi t h t he J apanese 

l aw of  c h i v al r y and t hat  i n v o l unt eer i ng t hese Ni s e i  who ar e put  i nt o 

a combat  uni t  ar e g i v i ng up t hei r  l i v es . What  t hen o f  t he i r  f ami l i es ? 

I f  a man i s t o gi v e up h i s l i f e , he does not  wi s h t o do so unl ess he 

i s sur e of  h i s f ami l y ' s s ec ur i t y . C0up l ed wi t h t h i s i s t he f ear  of  

t he o ut s i de. The c ons er vat i s m whi c h keeps peopl e bac k , t he same 

f ac t o r  t hat  up unt i l  now has r ea l l y been a det r i ment  t o r e l o c a t i o n . 

The s i gn i f i c an t  po i nt s t hat  ar e r a i s ed by t he s t o l i d c i t i zen- t y pe 

of  I s s e i  and Ni s e i  al i k e c ent er  ar ound t h i s c o ns i der at i o n . The K i bei  

b r i ng i n t he d i s s a t i s f i ed el ement . They mai nt ai n t hat  t hey have been 

r a i l r o aded i nt o t h i s t h i ng and t hat  t he r a i l r o ad i ng was done by t he 

J . A . C . L . Cons equent l y , t he J . A . C . L , i s i n a ver y bad s po t . Kyowa-

k ai  l eader s went  y es t er day t o t he P r o j ec t  Di r ec t o r  and asked t hat  t he 

t wo J . A . C . L . r epr es ent at i v es t o t he S a l t  Lake c onvent i on be r emoved 

f r om t he pr o j ec t  f o r  a week un t i l  t he f ur o r  can d i e down; o t her wi s e, 

t hey sai d, t hey coul d not  be r es pons i bl e f o r  t he s af et y of  ei t her  of  

t hese t wo, Ken T as h i r o , f or mer  ed i t o r  of  t he paper ; and Nobu Kawai , 

J . A . C . L . o r gani s er  her e . 

To Geor ge Yamashi r o was r ead t he Sedi t i o n Ac t ; he i s t he 

pr es i dent  of  t he K i bei  Cl ub. He was t o l d f l a t l y by Bennet t  t hat  i f  
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hi s gr oup d i d not  c ooper at e wi t h Capt ai n Thompson i n t he meet i ng, 

whi c h was hel d l as t  n i g h t , he woul d be hel d per s onal l y r es po ns i bl e and 

c oul d be i nd i c t ed on a char ge of  s ed i t i o n . The K i be i  meet i ng was t hen 

v er y , ver y q u i e t . I t  i s t r ue t hat  c o nt r o v er s i a l  ques t i ons wer e r a i s ed , 

but  Capt ai n Thompson encour aged t he r a i s i n g of  c o nt r o v er s i a l  ques t i ons 

i n hi s at t empt  t o c l ear  up t he mat t er . Af t er  t he meet i ng, however , t he 

K i be i  r emai ned s eat ed. Bennet t , L andwar d, Thompson, and a f ew 

Cauc as i an admi n i s t r at o r s , member s of  t he Amer i can Legi on who had been 

i nv i t ed , l e f t . Geor ge Yamashi r o t hen got  up t o addr ess t he meet i ng. 

He t ook a ver y s i gn i f i c an t  s t and. He s t at ed t hat  j o i n i ng t he Ar my, 

vo l unt eer  en l i s t ment , and t he l i k e , was en t i r e l y an i nd i v i dua l  mat t er , 

but  f o r  h i ms el f , he s a i d he woul d not  j o i n t he Ar my bec aus e of  hi s 

f ami l y , bec ause of  t he f ac t  t hat  he had al r eady been c l as s ed as 4- C, 

an enemy al i en even t hough a c i t i z en , nor  woul d he do a ny t h i ng 

whi c h woul d be det r i ment al  t o t he cause of  h i s r ac e. He spoke i n 

J apanese t o t he K i be i  at  l a r ge . Thi s t a l k has not  as yet  come t o 

t he at t ent i on of  t he admi n i s t r at i o n . Per haps i t  s houl d; I  do not  

know. Y amas hi r o , mor eover , s a i d t hat  he woul d not  even demean 

hi ms el f  by wor k i ng i n t he camouf l age f ac t o r y as many K i be i  have done, 

t hat  he wo ul dn ' t  even t ouc h money made at  t he expense of  t he bl ood of  

h i s b r o t her s . When he had s ai d t h i s , t he s ev er al  hundr ed peopl e i n 

t he K i bei  r ec r eat i o n h a l l , as wel l  as t he I s s e i  who had been s t andi ng 

o ut s i de, f i l ed out  wi t hout  comment , wi t hout  demonst r at i on of  any k i nd . 

The c o nt r o v er s i a l  i s sue whi ch i s one of  t he sour ces f o r  di s -

cont ent  ar i s es out  of  t he ques t i o nnai r e whi ch ever y per son bet ween 

t he ages of  17 and 38 must  f i l l  out . T h i s ques t i o nnai r e has t wo 

ques t i ons i n i t , number s 27 and 28, t he g i s t  of  whi ch i s as f o l l o ws : 
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27 s t at es ( I  par aphr as e) , "Ar e y ou wi l l i n g t o ser ve i n t he combat  

f o r c es of  t he Uni t ed St at es ? 28 ( l i k ewi s e par aphr as ed) s t at es i n 

e f f ec t , "Do you r enounce a l l eg i anc e t o a l l  f o r ei gn power s save t he 

Uni t ed St at es a l o ne? " I t  i s under s t ood by Capt ai n Thompson t hat  

t hese ques t i ons may j us t l y be answer ed wi t h r es er v at i o n . For  exampl e, 

a per son may say i n answer  t o 27, "Y es , i f  I  am d r a f t e d ", i n ot her  

wor ds , he may answer  c o nd i t i o na l l y . He al s o has t he p r i v i l ege of  

s ay i ng t hat  he do es n ' t  know. The K f oei  have made a ver y s t r ong i s sue 

of  t hes e t wo ques t i o ns . They ar e not  wi l l i n g t o ser ve i n t he combat  

f o r c es o f  t he Uni t ed St at es ; some ar e wi l l i n g t o ser ve i n a non-

combat  c apac i t y . Some of  t he mor e r ab i d , l i k e Geor ge Yamas hi r o , r e-

f us e .to answer  a f f i r mat i v e l y . Many t h i nk t hat  i f  27 i s answer ed "Y es ", 

t hey ar e s ubj ec t i ng t hemsel ves t o Ar my en l i s t ment . Th i s po i nt  al t hough 

i f  c l a r i f i ed once has been c l a r i f i ed 50 t i mes ver y pat i ent l y by 

Capt ai n Thompson has s t i l l  not  been f u l l y under s t ood. The communi t y 

at  l ar ge s i mpl y wi l l  not  under s t and what  t he t wo- f o l d pur pose of  t he 

r eg i s t r at i o n i s and t hat  v o l unt eer  enl i s t ment  does not  f o l l ow bec ause 

a per son has f i l l e d out  t he ques t i o nna i r e . 

The o l d i s s ues agai ns t  t he J . A . C . L . have been r ev i v ed and even 

t he mor e i n t e l l i gen t  Ni s e i  who ar e a n t i - J . A . C . L . cannot  see t he mat t er  

i n any o t her  l i g h t . The f ar - r eac hi ng ef f ec t s of  t he f a i l u r e t o en l i s t  

on t he par t  of  t he J apanese popul at i on i n Amer i ca as a whol e ar e not  

r ea l i z ed and ar e over - shadowed by t he i mmedi at e i s s ues at  hand. 

I s s ues of  p r i nc i p l e , democr acy, and of  f ami l y d i s un i t y as wel l  as of  

t he f ear  of  t he unknown. A l l  of  t hese ar e per f ect l y under s t andabl e, 

but  I  woul d make i t  c l ear  t o you t hat  t h i s s uddenl y has become a 

t r emendous l y s er i ous t h i ng , es pec i a l l y i n v i ew of  pr oposed Ar my 

c ont r o l  of  t he r el o c at i o n c ent er s , t he s enat o r i a l  i nv es t i gat i o n , and 



ot her  f ac t o r s . Unl es s t he N i s e i , i r r es pec t i v e of  any cause of  t he 

i n j us t i c es whi ch have t hus f ar  t aken p l ac e , can see t hei r  way c l ear  

t o en l i s t , t he bu l k of  t he Amer i can publ i c opi ni on wi l l  be ar oused i n 

t hei r  d i s f av o r . I n s peec hes , Bennet t  has s a i d , and Thompson has 

c o r r obo r at ed, t hat  t o a l l  t hose who answer  ques t i ons 27 and 28 i n 

t he negat i v e wi l l  come di s f r anc hi s ement  and i nt er nment . Not  onl y 

woul d t hose of  ques t i onabl e l o y al t y be e f f ec t ed by t h i s , but  a l l  

of  t he J apanese l i v i ng i n Amer i ca as we l l . I t  i s expec t ed t o get  

350 vo l unt eer s f r om t he t hi r t een- odd- t housand i n Gi l a ; 3500 bei ng 

t he quot a f or  a l l  t he r el o c at i o n c ent er s . Gi l a must  suppl y one-

t ent h . So .f ar , al t hough no c a l l  f o r  enl i s t ment  has as yet . been 

f or t hcomi ng and t he at t empt  t h i s week i s t o make t h i s mat t er  c l ear  t o 

t he po pu l at i o n , I  have hear d nowher e a f av o r abl e r epo r t . I f  100 

v o l unt eer , my own expec t at i ons wi l l  be exceeded by f a r . I t  i s al s o 

s a i d by Bennet t  and Capt ai n Thompson t hat  unl ess t he quot a i s met  by 

vo l unt eer  en l i s t ment , i t  seems ver y l i k e l y t hat  t he dr af t  wi l l  be 

pushed t hr ough. I f  t h i s i s t he c as e, what  wi l l  happen t o t he r el oca-

t i on pr ogr am and t o t he post - war  r es et t l ement  of  t he J apanese? 

I  hope t hat  you wo n ' t  t h i nk t hat  I  am t ak i ng a par t i c u l ar l y 

mor bi d s t and. I  wi s h t hat  you c oul d be her e t o see what 's go i ng on, 

t o f ee l  t h i s t e r r i f i c ag i t at i o n i n t he communi t y , and t o t al k wi t h 

Capt ai n Thompson, wi t h L andwar d, and t o have i t  made c l ear  t o you 

j us t  exac t l y what  t h i s a l l  does mean t o t he f ut ur e of  t he J apanese i n 

Amer i c a. Thompson says t hat  t he Ar my i s t ak i ng a f av o r abl e s t and now 

but  t hat  i t  i s onl y a t ent at i v e meas ur e. I f  expec t at i ons ar e not  met  

Beor ge Yamashi r o and h i s cohor t s ar e i n a po s i t i o n t o des t r oy t hei r  
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own mi no r i t y gr oup i n t h i s c o unt r y . 

I  do n ' t  t h i nk I  have been s uc c es s f u l  i n maki ng t hi s a l l  ver y 

c l ear  t o y o u: i t  seems , i n f a c t , t o be a r at her  sket chy j o b. I  di d 

want  t o h i t  t he h i gh po i nt s and br i ng acr oss t he i mpor t ance of  t h i s 

t h i ng t hat  has hi t  t he c ent er s . I  hope t hat  we wi l l  no t  have t o t ur n 

our  St udy i nt o anot her  channel  and t er m i t , "Ev ac uat i on and Repat r i at i o n 

St u dy ". Our  own wor r i es about  our  mat er i al  and t he l i k e suddenl y appear  

ver y i n s i gn i f i c an t . I  mi ght  ment i on t hat  Bennet t  has t aken a ver y 

dogmat i c s t and on t h i s i s s ue and t hat  he i s at  a l os s at  t he obj ec t i ons 

r a i s ed on t he ques t i on of  l o y al t y and unl oy al t y t o t he Uni t ed St at es , 

r e f us i ng t her eby t o r ec ogni ze t he J apanese f ami l y sys t em or  t he 

el ement s of  J apanese-  c u l t u r e . I  hope t hat , t oo , I  hav en ' t  gi ven 

you t oo dar k a p i c t u r e , but  I ' m ver y much a f r a i d t hat  I  can see i t  

i n no ot her  l i g h t . Of  t hose who under s t and t hat  s i t uat i o n , Ni s e i  and 

Cauc as i an a l i k e , t her e i s t he same f ee l i ng of  des pai r  f o r  an adequat e 

s o l ut i on t o t h i s s i gn i f i c an t  pr obl em. Char l i e , Omachi , and I  have 

t r i ed t o k eep t ab on t he at t i t udes whi ch make up t h i s f ee l i ng i n t he 

communi t y and what  t he r es u l t s wi l l  b e . " 



Exc er pt  f r om Rober t  Spenc er ' s l e t t er  of  F ebr uar y 15, 1943 

"Char l i e wi l l  des c r i be i n some det a i l  t he meet i ng whi ch t ook 

pl ace on F r i day whi c h was sponsor ed by Capt ai n Thompson and Mr . 

Bennet t . Much has been made of  t he Sedi t i o n Ac t , and i t  was s t at ed 

publ i c l y t hat  t hose who h i nder  vo l unt eer  enl i s t ment  woul d f i nd t hem-

s el v es s ubj ec t  t o i mpr i sonment  under  t he t er ms of  t he Act  of  1917. 

Your  own copi es of  t he newspaper  wi l l  show t hat  t he Act  has been 

pub l i c i z ed and hel d somewhat  as a t hr eat  over  t he heads of  t hose 

K i bei  and I s s e i  who wer e i n s t r ong oppos i t i on t o enl i s t ment . Geor ge 

Yamashi r o has been par t i c u l ar l y v o c i f er o us , as I  po i nt ed out  bef o r e, 

i n h i s oppos i t i on t o t he measur e of  vo l unt eer  en l i s t ment . I  t h i nk 

now. however , t hat  s i nc e ac t ual  c oer c i on has been used t o suppr ess 

t he r ec a l c i t r ant  gr o ups , t he s i t uat i o n i s smoot hi ng out  a l i t t l e 

b i t . I n f a c t , t he at t i t udes have changed t o some ex t ent , and i t  

seems as t hough some v o l unt eer s wi l l  be en l i s t ed . At  l east  t her e i s 

gr eat er  I s s e i  under s t andi ng of  t he pr obl em, and t he mor e out - spoken 

K i be i  have been s i l enc ed . Of  c o ur s e, t her e i s s t i l l  t he i nd i v i dual  

f ami l y pr obl em, t he f ac t  t hat  t h i s i nd i v i dual  or  t hat  i s pr event ed 

f r om en l i s t i ng by hi s f ami l y bec ause of  t he des i r e t o keep t he f ami l y 

uni t  i nt ac t  and t o pr event  nei ghbor hood c r i t i c i s m whi c h wi l l  i nev i t -

abl y r es u l t  i f  a member  of  any gi v en f ami l y i s c oncei ved t o be 

f i gh t i ng t he mot her  c o unt r y . These nei ghbor hood c r i t i c i s ms wer e 

br ought  up bef o r e i n r egar d t o t he s ubj ec t  of  enl i s t ment  i n t he 

l anguage s c ho o l . Wher e be f o r e , however , t he communi t y was up i n 

ar ms, t he r es ul t  o f  F r i day ' s meet i ng has been somewhat  t o mo l l i f y 

communi t y sent i ment s and t o make f o r  l ess oppos i t i on t o Ar my en l i s t -

ment . I t  seems t hat  t he next  f ee l i n g wi l l  ar i s e agai ns t  t he 
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en l i s t ees t hemsel ves when t hei r  names ar e made p ub l i c . I t  i s t he 

des i r e of  t he �H- rmy and t he admi ni s t r at i on t o keep t hese names sec r et  

unt i l  t he day of  depar t ur e. F r i day ' s meet i ng was a r at her  s i gn i f i c an t  

one. 

L as t  Monday, you wi l l  r ec a l l  t hat  Bl o c k Manager s , Bl oc k Counc i l -

men, Bl oc k Chai r men, and c er t ai n c l ub and o r gani zat i on l eader s wer e 

p r es ent . On F r i day , i n vi ew of  t he gr owi ng communi t y sent i ment , 

a l i s t  was pr epar ed of  l eader s i n t he communi t y as wel l  as t he 

o f f i c i a l s ment i oned abov e. I nv i t at i o ns wer e sent  out  t o each of  

t hem r eques t i ng t h e i r  at t endanc e at  t he meet i ng i n But t e , F r i day 

n i gh t . Tr ucks pr ov i ded t r ans po r t at i on f o r  t hose f r om C a n a l , and at  

t h i s meet i ng t he Sedi t i o n Act  was publ i c l y pr oc l ai med and a much 

f i r mer  s t and was t aken by Capt ai n Thompson. I t  seems t hat  t h i s sor t  

of  pr ocedur e r at her  t han a sympat het i c handl i ng of  t he pr obl em was 

mor e i n o r der . 

I n my l as t  l e t t e r , I  be l i ev e I  ment i oned t hat  Char l i e and I  

t hought  i f  one- t ent h of  t he quot a o f  350 wer e t o v o l unt eer , t he 

s i t uat i o n woul d be about  nor mal . I t  now begi ns t o appear  t hat  mor e 

may be expec t ed, per haps , as some s ay , 250. I  t h i nk t hat  100 t o 

150 wi l l  be t he c o r r ec t  number  i f  communi t y sent i ment s do not  

change aga i n . I f  t he whol e t h i ng i s kept  out  of  t he paper s and. t hey 

s i mpl y p ub l i c i z e t he f ac t  t hat  150- odd v o l unt eer ed f r om Gi l a and, 

per haps , an equal  number  f r om t he o t her  c ent er s , i n f i n i t e good can 

be ef f ec t ed t o a f av o r abl e publ i c o p i n i o n. I f  t h i s does not  wor k 

and adver se p ub l i c i t y i s g i v en , t he whol e pr ogr am mi ght  as wel l  

f o l d up . " 



Exc er pt  f r om Rober t  Spenc er ' s l et t er  of  F ebr uar y 18, 1943 

"The s i gn i f i c an t  t h i ng whi c h i s c onc er ni ng t he communi t y at  

t he moment  i s t he f ac t , as I  ment i oned bef or e', of  vo l unt eer  Ar my 

enl i s t ment  and r egi s t r at i o n of  a l l  peopl e bet ween t he ages of  17 and 

38. I  have al r eady des c r i bed t he mar ked K i bei  ant agoni sm t o t h i s 

meas ur e, an ant agoni sm whi ch emnULnat ed f r om not  onl y t he K i bei  Cl ub 

but  whi ch was suppor t ed i n bo t h camps by t he I s s e i  V i g i l an t e Com-

mi t t ee, and t he r at her  mar ked pr es s ur e gr oup whi c h has ar i s en f r om 

among t he s i ng l e men i n bo t h camps . 

I  have al r eady ment i oned ques t i ons 27 and 28 on t he gener al  

ques t i o nnai r e, whi c h i s bei ng sent  out . I  s ha l l  f o r war d t o you soon 

bl ank c opi es of  t hese ques t i o nnai r e f o r ms . Ques t i on 27, as you 

know, concer ns wi l l i ngnes s t o en l i s t  i n an Ar my combat  un i t , whi l e 

28 asks f o r  r epudi at i o n of  any ot her  power  but  t hat  o f  t he Uni t ed 

St at es ; and, of  c our s e, t he K i b e i , most  o f  t hem ho l di ng dual  c i t i zen-

s h i p , and many I s s e i  have been ver y s t r ong i n t hei r  oppos i t i on t o 

answer i ng t hese ques t i ons i n t he a f f i r mat i v e . I n f ac t , I  be l i ev e 

t hat  I  have ment i oned Geor ge Yaonashi r o's addr es s i ng h i s own K i be i  

Cl ub on t he s ubj ec t  of  en l i s t ment . Hi s openl y expr es s ed at t i t ude 

was one whi c h has been f ound among many ot her  gr oups and has been 

seconded by t he maj o r i t y of  t he I s s e i . When t he Sedi t i o n Ac t  was 

r ead t o t he K i be i  Cl ub and t he t hr eat  was made t hat  t he ac t  woul d be 

enf o r c ed i f  any of  t he K i be i  or  I s s e i  ar e known t o be keepi ng peopl e 

f r om ei t her  en l i s t i ng or  f i l l i n g out  t he ques t i o nnai r e f o r m, t he 

f ee l i ng s et t l ed down somewhat , and t he K i be i  became l es s out - spoken. 

The gr oup pr es s ur e exer t ed by t he K i b e i , and s i ngl e I s s e i  par t i c u-

l a r l y , was soon br oken up by Bennet t ' s pr oc l amat i on t hat  a l l  s uc h 
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f or ms of  agi t at i o n wo u l d 'be s ever el y deal t  wi t h . Thi s agi t at i o n t hen 

seemed t o t ake hol d of  t he communi t y sent i ment  at  l ar ge and t o s et t l e 

i n ever y hous eho l d wher e t her e wer e Ni s e i  c h i l dr en who mi ght  be sub-

j ec t  t o ev ent ual  dr af t  and who coul d vo l unt eer  and who, at  any r at e, 

wer e o bl i ged t o f i l l  out  t he ques t i o nnai r e f o r m. A number  of  cases 

have come t o my at t ent i o n . I t  has been s a i d t hat  some I s s e i  have 

t hr eat ened s u i c i de i f  t h e i r  o f f - spr i ngs wer e t o en l i s t  i n t he Ar my. 

One I s s e i  man i s r epor t ed t o have s a i d t o h i s son t hat  i f  he en-

l i s t ed i n t he Ar my, he woul d be k i l l ed not  onl y i n ba t t l e , but  t he 

f at her  s a i d t hat  he woul d k i l l  t he boy h i ms el f  bef o r e al l owi ng hi m 

t o en l i s t . Sev er al  ot her  I s s e i  have been known t o t hr eat en di s i n-

her i t anc e shoul d t he i r  o f f - s pr i ng en l i s t . One K i b e i , Char l i e t e l l s 

t h i s as a t r ue s t o r y , went  t o t he r egi s t r at i o n o f f i c e wi t h f i v e 

do l l ar s and h i s b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e as k i ng t hat  hi s c i t i z en s h i p be 
< 

r evoked and o f f er i ng t he f i v e do l l ar s i n payment  f o r  t he l egal  pr o-

c eedi ngs , and so i t  has come pr et t y much t hr oughout  t he c ent er . 

Regi s t r at i o n s t ar t ed l as t  Thur s day , and i n t he f i r s t  days of  

r eg i s t r a t i o n , 75 per  c ent  of  t hose f i l l i n g out  t he ques t i o nnai r e 

f or ms wer e ans wer i ng ques t i ons 27 and 28 "no " and "n o . " Capt ai n 

Thompson, t he o f f i c er  i n c har ge, has been exc eedi ngl y di s c our aged 

by t h i s r es po ns e. Regi s t r at i o n i n Camp Two s t ar t ed i n t hose bl oc k s 

whi ch c ent er  ar ound t he K i bei  h a l l , and i t . beg i ns t o appear  t hat  

t he K i bei  wer e t he f i r s t  t o be as k ed t o f i l l  out  t he ques t i o nnai r e 

f o r ms . Movi ng away f r om t hose b l o c k s , a bet t er  r esponse was e l i c i t ed 

and t he per cent age of  t hose answer i ng i n t he negat i v e began t o dr op 

a l i t t l e b i t  ear l y t h i s week . I n Canal , t her e ar e many K i bei  who 

ar e s i mpl y not  r epo r t i ng f o r  r eg i s t r at i o n at  t he t i me appo i nt ed. The 
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admi ni s t r at i on has been so di s c our aged by t .hi s negat i ve answer  t hat  

t hey have c al l ed i n ever y one who has al r eady f i l l e d i n t hei r  ques-

t i o nnai r e f or m and answer ed "no " and "no " t o t he t wo ques t i ons and 

have gi ven t hem t he oppor t uni t y of  r ec o ns i der i ng on t he assumpt i on 

t hat  t her e has been a mi s under s t andi ng�al l  ar o und. Not  many, how-

ev er , ar e ans wer i ng t he appeal  f o r  anot her  i nt er v i ew and i t  begi ns 

t o appear  t hat  t he gr eat er  maj o r i t y i s opposed t o changi ng t hei r  an-

swer s and t hat  t he t wo ques t i ons r emai n as t hey ar e, i n t he negat i v e. 

Rea l i z i ng t he ext ent  of  t he agi t at i o n exer t ed by t he K i be i  gr oup, t he 

admi ni s t r at i on had, as I  s a i d , r ead o f f  t he Sedi t i on Act  as a k i nd of  

t h r eat . Th i s was done l as t  F r i day n i gh t , but  t hr ough Sat ur day and 

Monday, t he negat i v e answer s t o ques t i ons 27 and 28 s t i l l  c ont i nued 

t o pour  i n . 

I ' v e made some ment i on bef o r e of  t he Moab s egr egat i on p r o j ec t , 

and I  t h i nk t hat  a l l  of  us knew t hat  ag i t a t o r s , pr o- Axi s ent hus i as t s , 

and ot her s of  t hat  br and wer e t o be t aken t her e i n t i me. I n f ac t , i t  

i s al r eady known t hat  seven have al r eady been t aken away f r om P os t on. 

I t  was never  be l i ev ed , however , t hat  t h i s woul d be on a ver y l ar ge 

s c al e or  t hat  i t  woul d come wi t hout  war n i ng; but  t hat  i s exac t l y what  

happened on Tues day af t er noon when t he F BI  moved i n and t he mi l i t ar y 

t ook c ont r o l  f r om 3 o ' c l o c k un t i l  6 o ' c l o c k . 

Monday af t er no o n, Bennet t  and Thompson and Landwar d, whose 

o f f i c e i s a i d i ng t he Ar my i n br i ng i ng about  t he r egi s t r at i o n and en-

l i s t ment  t oget her  wi t h Wi l l i ams on t he head of  t he I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y 

Depar t ment , and Ter r y t he P r o j ec t  At t o r ney had a c onf er enc e i n whi c h 

t hey dec i ded t hat  i nasmuch as i t  was i n t hei r  power  t o r emove t he 

ag i t a t o r s , and s i nc e agi t at i o n was r ampant , t hey woul d do s o . Accor d-
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i ng l y , t hey t ook t he l i s t  of  names of  s ubver s i ve l eader s whi c h had 

come i nt o t h e i r  hands , and t he f i v e of  t hem went  t o Phoeni x t o c onf er  

wi t h t he Un i t ed St at es At t or ney - Gener al  and wi t h t he F BI  t o obt ai n a 

l egal  opi ni on as t o whet her  t her e was s u f f i c i en t  case agai ns t  t he i n-

d i v i dual s named. The Un i t ed St at es At t o r ney and t he F BI  gave t h i s 

r ound- up t hei r  st amp of  appr o v al , and i t  was agr eed t hat  i n cooper a-

t i on wi t h t he Ar my, appr ehens i on of  s ubver s i ve l eader s woul d begi n 

at  3 o ' c l o c k on Tues day af t er no o n. The F BI  o f f i c er s i n s i x car s met  

at  2 o ' c l o c k Tuesday af t er noon at  t he MP bar r ac k s out s i de of  Canal  

Camp. By 3 o ' c l o c k guar ds ar med wi t h t ommy- guns had been pl ac ed 

ar ound t he ent r anc e i n t he f enc es of  bo t h camps, j eeps wer e pat r o l l i ng 

t he r o ad, and a l l  i nt er - camp t r av el  was f r o z en . A l l  of  t hose who wer e 

on t he r oad bet ween t he t wo camps wer e obl i ged t o r emai n t her e and no 

one, e i t her  J apanese or  Cauc as i an, was al l owed t o l eave t he camps' 

i nner most  bo undar i es . The pl an was t o c l ear  C a na l  of  s ubver s i ve l ead-

er s f i r s t , and f r om Canal  t en i nd i v i dual s wer e t ak en. The s i x F BI  

car s moved q u i c k l y . They had t he addr es s es and pl aces of  bus i nes s of  

t hose who wer e s us pec t s , and t hey at t empt ed t o s t r i k e each at  t he 

same t i me. Eac h F BI  c ar  had i n i t  t he F BI  agent , a mi l i t ar y d r i v er , 

a WRA empl oyee, and an ar med guar d. They c a l l ed f i r s t  at  t he houses 

of  t hose who wer e t o be ar r es t ed . The F BI  agent , hav i ng a war r ant  

f o r  t he ar r es t  of  t he i nd i v i dual  c onc er ned, woul d f o r c e h i s way i n , 

backed, up wi t h a s o l d i er  wi t h a t ommy- gun. Peopl e wer e pr event ed 

f r om ent er i ng or  l eav i ng t he hous e. The I s s e i  wer e gi ven f i v e mi nut es 

i n whi c h t o change t h e i r  c l o t hes and say goodbye t o t he i r  f ami l i es , 

and t hen wer e t aken t o a po i nt  bet ween t he t wo camps wher e t hey wer e 

her ded i nt o t r uc k s . The K i bei  wer e gi ven t i me t o pack a bag of  war m 
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c l o t h i ng and t i me t o say goodbye t o t he i r  f ami l i es . They wer e t hen 

br ought  t o t he j unc t i on bet ween t he t wo camps i n pl ac ed i n anot her  

t r uc k . The Canal  r ound- up was compl et ed i n about  t went y mi nut es . Ni ne 

I s s e i  wer e t aken and one K i b e i . The I s s e i  wer e, as near l y as I  can 

t e l l , as f o l l o ws : Hi r o k an i , who f i gur ed so pr omi nent l y i n t he T'ada 

beat i ng ; T an i , t he appar ent  head of  t he Kenkyu- kai  and. agent  f o r  t he 

Rocky Ni ppon newspaper  who had emer ged as a l eader  at  t he t i me of  t he 

Tada beat i ng ; F u j i mo t o , t he I s s ei  adv i s o r  t o t he K i bei  Cl ub and head 

o f  t he Sumo Cl ub; Okamot o and Kat agawa, J udo l eader s ; one woman by 

t he name of  Mr s . Mat suda who had been most  ac t i v e at  t he t i me of  t he 

hear i ng of  Hi r ok ani  i n t hat  she suppor t ed ac t i v e l y t he j us t i f i c a t i o n 

f o r  T ada ' s as s au l t ; and t hr ee ot her s who ar e no t  known t o me. The 

one K i be i  who was t aken was a man named Ak i mot o , who i s pr es i dent  of  

t he K i be i  Cl ub. A number  of  t he admi n i s t r at i v e s t a f f  wer e opposed t o 

Ak i mo t o 's bei ng t aken bec aus e o f  t he f ac t  t hat  he has been a conser -

v at i v e K i be i  l eader  and has done much t o k eep t he K i bei  mor e or  l es s 

f av o r abl y di s pos ed t owar d t he admi n i s t r at i o n . He was t aken because 

he had answer ed ques t i ons 27 and 28 "no " and "n o " , and. i t  was bel i ev ed 

t hat  he had been one of  t hose who had ag i t at ed f o r  ot her s t o f o l l ow 

hi s exampl e. The case agai ns t  hi m was not  c l ear , but  he was t aken any 

way . 

I n But t e, s i x I s s e i  wer e t ak en. They wer e; Dyo , l eader  of  t he 

Kyowa- kai ; Ot ot ar o Yamamot o. whom I  have ment i oned so f r equent l y as a 

l eader  of  t he I s s e i ; h i s l i eu t enant , An do ; and t hr ee ot her s who wer e 

r at her  out - spoken i n t he i r  pr o- Axi s expr es s i o ns . Twel ve K i bei  wer e 

t aken f r om But t e and, of  c o ur s e, t he f i r s t  one nabbed was Geor ge 

Yamashi r o (Poor  Geor ge, and a l l  my sour ce of  i nf or mat i on go ne) ; Yama-
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s h i r o ' s l i eu t enant , Vi c t o r  I no uy e, t he pr es i dent  of  t he Sumo Cl ub: and 

v i c e- pr es i dent  of  t he K i be i  Cl ub, Pukuni ot o; and n i ne K i bei  o f f i c e r s . 

The r ound- up i n But t e t ook p l ac e j us t  as qu i c k l y as t he r ound- up i n 

Canal . The s i x c ar s c i r c l ed, t he camp and pi c k ed up t he i nd i v i dual s 

concer ned i n no t i me at  a l l . Yamashi r o and hi s cohor t s wer e ar r es t ed 

i n t he K i be i  c l ubr oor n. Of  cour se i n bo t h camps, news of  t he r ound- up 

spr ead qu i c k l y and s ev er al  i nd i v i dual s who knew t hat  t hey woul d be 

t aken or  f ear ed t hat  t hey woul d h i d . About  f i f t y peopl e have r emai ned 

i n h i d i ng f o r  t he l as t  t wo day s . Sev er al  peopl e wer e hi dden by t he i r  

f r i ends and have no t , as y et , been appr ehended. Two mor e wer e t aken 

f r om But t e on Wednes day . On  ̂ Tues day , s ev er al  peopl e bar r i c aded t hem-

s el v es i n t hei r  apar t ment s and r ef us ed t o come o ut . A gun j ammed 

t hr ough t he wi ndow- pane qui c k l y br oke t he r es i s t anc e . Ho one was 

al l owed i n or  out  of  houses concer ned whi l e t he ar r es t s wer e t ak i ng 

p l ac e . 

A l l  of  t he I s s e i , f i f t een of  t hem, ar e t o be i nt er ned i n t he 

L or dsbur g I nt er nment  Camp i n New Mex i c o . The t h i r t een K i bei  ar e t o 

be sent  t o Moab. The I s s e i  wer e p l ac ed on t he t r ai n Tuesday n i gh t ; 

t he K i be i  wer e t aken i n a t r uck dr i ven by Mr . F r eder i c k s , as s o c i at e 

Chi ef  of  I n t er na l  Sec ur i t y her e who i s now bei ng per manent l y t r ans -

f er r ed t o Moab. Moab Cent er  i s known as a s egr egat i on or  i s o l at i o n 

c ent er . I t  i s r un by t he WRA under  s l i gh t l y d i f f er en t  r u l es t han 

c ont r o l  t he us ual  r el o c at i o n c ent er s . Ho r eset t l ement  i s t o be al -

l owed f o r  t hese K i b e i , and i t  seems l i k e l y t hat  t hey wi l l  be di s -

f r anc h i s ed and depor t ed a f t er  t he war . 

How t hat  t h i s po l i c y has been det er mi ned upon, t her e seems no 

doubt  t hat  ot her s who at t empt  t o emer ge as s ubv er s i v e l eader s may 
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f i nd t hemsel ves i n a s i mi l ar  p o s i t i o n . Si nc e Tuesday af t er noon, r e-

mar kabl y enough, s ev er al  K i be i  have come i nt o t he Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t o r ' s 

o f f i c e and asked t o be t r ans f er r ed t o Moab, and so t he pr ocess of  

s egr egat i on i s begi nni ng wi t h mar ked ef f ec t s i n t he communi t y. The 

f i r s t  ef f ec t  of  t h i s mass ar r es t  i n bot h camps was t hat  of  s t unned 

s u r p r i s e . The r es i den t s , i nc l udi ng my s el f , c o ul d s c ar c el y bel i ev e 

t hat  t h i s was ac t ual l y happeni ng. Of  c o ur s e, t her e has been t a l k of  

i t  f r om t i me t o t i me, but  i t  seemed ver y do ubt f u l  t hat  i t  woul d ac-

t ua l l y ever  oc c ur . Ever yone f ound h i s s ec ur i t y t hr eat ened, and 

t her e have been no f ur t her  demons t r at i ons agai ns t  Ar my v o l unt eer  en-

l i s t ment . On Tues day af t er noon f r om 3 o ' c l o c k t o 6 o ' c l o c k , l i t t l e 

< 

knot s of  peopl e began t o c l us t er  ar ound houses and s t r eet  c o r ner s , 

and i t  l ooked as t hough a s i t uat i o n anal ogous t o t hat  whi ch we wi t -

nes s ed at  Post on was about  t o beg i n , but  t he f ee l i ng di ed down and 

t he communi t y s et t l ed down t o peace and q u i et . 

Many of  t he Cauc as i an admi ni s t r at o r s ar e c onv i nc ed t hat  t he 

r i ght  t h i ng was done and t hat  t r oubl e can now be a l l ev i a t ed . I t  i s 

s i gn i f i c an t  t o no t e, however , t hat  t he per cent age of  t hose answer i ng 

"no " t o ques t i ons 27 and 28 has r i s en f r om 75 per  cent  t o al most  85 

per  cent  t o day . A f ee l i ng t hat  t hes e i ndi v i dual s who wer e appr e-

hended ar e mar t yr s i s al r eady r i f e . Some of  t he mor e c l ear - headed 

admi ni s t r at o r s ar e begi nn i ng t o wonder  i f , per haps , t h i s wasa wi se 

move. To be s ur e, ag i t at o r s and c er t ai n l eader s wer e r emoved f r om 

t he communi t y, but  i t  begi ns t o seem ver y do ubt f u l , however , t hat  

t he r ea l  cor e of  s ubver s i ve l eader s h i p has been r emoved. Onl y t he 

>re out - spoken ones have been t aken away . Ther e ar e t hose who, i n mo: 
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my o p i n i o n , r emai ned beh i nd who pr ov i ded a l l  al ong t he br a i ns f o r  

such s ubv er s i v e mani f es t at i o ns and dec l a r a t i o ns . As l ong as t hese 

men r emai n unt ouc hed, i t  appear s t o me t hat  communi t y sent i ment  wi l l  

r emai n unc hanged. I t  i s my opi ni on t hat  among t hos e t ak en, t he 

onl y ones who appr oxi mat ed any k i nd of  l eader s h i p at  a l l  wer e Dyo 

T an i , Y amas hi r o , and Ak i mot o . I t  f ur t her  appear s t o have been a ver y 

gr eat  mi s t ake t o have appr ehended Ak i mot o . He kept  t he Canal  K i bei  

s i d i ng wi t h t he admi n i s t r at i o n and s t eer i ng away f r om t he Kenkyu- kai . 

Now, as he i s gone, i t  seems t hat  t he Gi l a Young Peopl e i n C a na l  wi l l  

swiraig over  t o t he Kenk yu- k ai , l endi ng t o t hat  o r gani zat i o n gr eat er  

s t r engt h t han t hey have had b e f o r e . I t  seems t hat  t he ef f ec t  of  such 

s egr egat i o n , wi t hout  appr ehendi ng t he t r ue l eader s h i p , ser ves t o gi ve 

t hese s t r ong I s s e i  o r gani zat i ons t he qual i t y o f b ei ng mor e f i r ml y 

es t ab l i s hed Sec r et  So c i e t i es . Ot her  f r ont  men wi l l  be f ound t o sup-

pl ant  t hose who have gone, and ac t ua l l y , t he communi t y sent i ment s 

ar e , i f  any t h i ng, mor e pr o- J apanese t han bef o r e Tues day . I  was of  

t he opi ni on t hat  t h i s sense o f  mak i ng t he ar r es t ed men mar t yr s mi ght  

p r ec i p i t at e a gener al  s t r i k e . Ther e has not  been t h i s e f f ec t , how-

ev er , and i t  now appear s as t hough t h i s f ee l i ng wi l l  agai n di e down, 

or  a f t er  some de l i ber at i o n , some demons t r at i on may t ake p l ac e. 

We have been wonder i ng what  t he ef f ec t  of  t h i s wi l l  be on t he 

r es et t l ement  pr ogr am. The f ac t  t hat  peopl e cont i nue t o answer  t hese 

so i mpor t ant  ques t i ons negat i v el y may when pub l i c i zed j eopar di ze t he 

chances of  Ni s e i  f o r  empl oyment  i n def ens e i ndus t r i es , l eav i ng onl y 

domest i c and f ar m wor k open t o a l i mi t ed f ew. Publ i c o p i n i o n, t oo , 

can be t ur ned s t r onger  agai ns t  r es et t l ement . I  under s t and t hat  

Di l l o n Myer  i s de f i n i t e l y i n d i s f av o r  wi t h Congr ess and t hat  hi s own 
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br ai n c h i l dr en , dr af t  f o r  t he Ni s e i  and t he r es et t l ement  pr ogr am, 

ar e s er i o us l y t hr eat ened, by t he Congr es s i onal  i nv es t i gat i o n . I t  may 

be t hat  a change i n WRA per s onnel  wi l l  see t he whol e pat t er n o f  t he 

r el o c at i o n c ent er s c hanged. Myer  i s ver y wor r i ed ac c or di ng t o r epo r t s , 

and t her e i s t he t hr eat  of  Ar my cont r o l  over  t he r el oc at i on cent er  be-

gi nn i ng J u l y 1s t . wi t h t he WRA r el egat ed t o a po s i t i o n compar abl e t o 

t hat  of  t he WCCA. Ther e seems l i t t l e doubt  t hat  t he r eques t s f o r  

c l ear anc e whi ch ar e now pendi ng f o r  so many wi l l  be del ay ed. I t  i s 

my own f r ank opi ni on t hat  t he s i t uat i o n i s begi nn i ng t o appear  as 

c r i t i c a l  as I  t hought  i t  mi ght  be i n rny f i r s t  l et t er  r egar di ng Ar my 

enl i s t ment  t o y ou. One good ef f ec t  t h i s a l l  has had so f a r  as we ar e 

concer ned i s t hat  t he at t ent i on of  t he admi ni s t r at i on i s bei ng r e-

moved f r om us . 

T h i s , gener a l l y , i s t he r epor t  on t he s i t uat i o n and I  wi l l  

keep you i nf or med f r om t i me t o t i me. Ho mat t er  what  happens , i t  seems 

t hat  t he dr af t  f o r  t he l o y al  Ni s e i  wi l l  s t i l l  be comi ng t h r o ugh . " 



Excer pt  f r om Rober t  Spenc er ' s l et t er  of  F ebr uar y 19, 1945 

''Fr om t he i nf o r mat i on t hat  I  have been get t i ng f r om v ar i ous 

member s of  t he admi ni s t r at i v e s t a f f  r egar di ng Tul e Lake and ot her  

p r o j ec t s , I  see t h a t , as you s ay , a de f i n i t e pat t er n i s at  wor k 

r epeat i ng i t s e l f  al most  exac t l y not  onl y i n t wo c ent er s but  i n 

near l y a l l  of  t hem. Of  cour se you wi l l  pr obabl y r ead t hat  Kanzanar  

and Post on ar e ansvi /er i ng "y es "  ̂ P e r  c ent , but  I  l ear n t hat  t h i s 

aver age i s f a l l i n g down. Our  own i s on t he i nc r eas e. As t he 

i nt er v i ewer s went  f r om bl o c k t o bl oc k and wor ked over  mor e t o t he 

Ni s e i  bl o c k s and away f r om t he K i bei  b l o c k s , our  own per cent age of  

t hose ans wer i ng yes has i nc r eas ed, 0n t he f i r s t  day of  r egi s t r at i o n 

as I  s a i d , 75 per  cent  wer e ans wer i ng t he t wo ques t i ons "n o . ! l ; by 

y es t er day , however , 60 per  cent  wer e ans wer i ng "y es " whi l e i n Gamp 

One, about  80 per  cent  wer e ans wer i ng "y e s " . I  bel i ev e t h i s di f -

f er enc e t o be caused by t he f ac t  t hat  K i bei  ar e pr et t y l i mi t ed, i n 

Camp One as compar ed wi t h Gamp Two, and i t  has been t he K i be i  who 

have been t he s ubver s i ve el ement  a l l  a l o ng. 

Gr oups of  I s s e i  and Ni s e i  have been appo i nt ed by t he admi ni s t r a 

t i on t o make a house t o house canvass t o ur ge t hose who answer ed "no 

t o r ec o ns i der . Next  Wednesday i s t he deadl i ne f o r  r ec o ns i der at i o n . 

I  s ha l l  be abl e t o obt ai n c opi es of  t he ques t i o nnai r e f or m f r om 

L andwar d, and I  s hal l  f o r war d t hem t o you as soon as I  get  t hem." 



Rober t Spencer 

SUPPLEMENT TO INFORMATION ON 
REGISTRATION 
AT TULE LAKE 

I t i s unfor t unat e that dur i ng a short st ay at Tul e 

Lake I was unabl e t o go t hr ough the f i l es of the i nt er nal  

secur i t y depar tment f or addi t i onal  documentat i on on r egi st r a-

t i on. In a l engt hy conver sat i on wi t h Dr . J acoby a few i tems 

r el at i ve t o r egi st r at i on were ment i oned whi ch bear r epet i t i on 

her e. At the t i me of r egi st r at i on an army of f i c i al , Maj or 

Mar shal l , who, as proved by l et t er s, became ver y f r i endl y 

wi t h pr oj ect di r ect or Cover l ey, was on the pr oj ect and con-

cer ned hi msel f wi t h cl ose scr ut i ny of t he r egi st r at i on program. 

None of the pr oj ect of f i c i al s , except i ng those i n hi gher br acket s, 

such as Hayes, Cover l ey and O'Br i en, were aware of Maj or Mar shal l 's 

pur pose, whom he r epr esent ed, or the agency whi ch had sent hi m. 

The handl i ng of the r egi st r at i on i t sel f was i n t he hands of a 

L i eut . Car r ol l , who was not i n any way assoc i at ed wi t h Maj or 

Mar shal l . Mar shal l 's ar r i val , comi ng as i t di d j ust pr i or to 

r egi st r at i on, and hi s st ay whi ch l ast ed t hr ough the r egi st r at i on 

per i od, make i t appear t hat Mar shal l  was on det ai l  t o cover i n 

some way the r egi st r at i on pr ogr am. Hi s f unct i on i n the communi ty 

was never expl ai ned to many of f i c i al s , and J acoby pr of esses hi msel f 

to be at a l oss t o under st and why Maj or Mar shal l  was i n t he 

communi ty. The f act t hat he was t her e, however , necessi t at ed that 

Cover l ey take a def i ni t e st and as a st r ong man who had the 

communi ty under hi s cont r ol . Two f act or s br ought t hi s about , one 



of whi ch was Maj or Mar shal l 's pr esence. The ot her was the f act 

t hat Cozzens from t he Regi onal  of f i ce ar r i ved on the pr oj ect j ust 

as r egi st r at i on was about t o begi n. I t was necessar y f or hi m 

(Cover l ey) to show hi msel f capabl e of handl i ng the communi ty under 

Cozzens ' sc r ut i ny. Cozzens had been pr oj ect di r ect or at Gi l a, and 

i n hi s opi ni on had handl ed so wel l  a gr oup of opposi ng J apanese 

that he f el t capabl e of meet i ng any si t uat i on whi ch the evacuee 

col oni st s mi ght c r eat e. In f ac t , Cozzens st at ed publ i c l y and 

of t en, not onl y at Tul e Lake at the t i me but el sewher e, that i n 

deal i ng wi t h an unpl easant si t uat i on at Gi l a he had l i st ened to 

the demands of the evacuees and then done exact l y the opposi t e. 

In a sense t hi s i s not t rue (see accounts of Tada i nc i dent ). At 

any r at e, Cozzens appear ed on the pr oj ect f ul l  of a cer t ai n amount 

of i nf l at ed ego, and f i r m i n the bel i ef t hat the evacuees coul d be 

f or ced i nt o any si t uat i on whi ch a pr oj ect di r ect or mi ght impose 

upon them, i f that pr oj ect di r ect or exer t ed t he sheer f or ce of 

hi s per sonal i t y. Thi s l ef t Cover l ey i n a r at her embar r assi ng 

posi t i on. He f el t i t necessar y, In or der to j ust i f y hi msel f as 

pr oj ect di r ec t or , t o appear i n Cozzens' and Mar shal l *s eyes, as 

one who had the si t uat i on wel l  i n hand. I n or der to do t hi s , i t 

was necessar y f or hi m to take hi gh- handed act i on and t o at tempt t o 

compl ete the r egi st r at i on program as soon as possi bl e wi t h the l east 

amount of appar ent di ssensi on i n the communi ty and among hi s st af f 

members. One t ends to pi t y Cover l ey f or hi s compl ete l ack of 

under st andi ng of the s i t uat i on, and hi s f ut i l e at tempts at sel f -

J ust i f i cat i on bef or e Mar shal l  and Cozzens. Al most at once t he 



si t uat i on came out of hand, and Cover l ey was unabl e t o cont r ol  

i t . At the advi ce of O'Br i en, the pr oj ect at t or ney, i t was f el t 

necessar y to take r ecour se to the FBI and to cal l  i n FBI agent s 

to make i nvest i gat i ons In the cent er t o ascer t ai n the names of 

those evacuees who were at t empt i ng to curb f eel i ng f or r egi st r a-

t i on. Refer ence i s made to the l engt hy cor r espondence between 

the var i ous FBI agents i n San Fr anc i sco, Red Bl uf f , wi t h Cover l ey, 

and the l et t er s between Di l l on Myer and J . Edgar Hoover . In t hese 

l et t er s, Cover l ey openl y c r i t i c i zes the FBI f or t hei r f ai l ur e to 

succor hi m i n hi s hour of need. The whol e t hi ng began t o r evol ve 

ar ound the quest i on as to how much j ur i sdi c t i onar y power the FBI 

had i n handl i ng evacuees i n t he mi l i t ar y zone. I t i s J acoby's 

pr i vat e bel i ef t hat Bendet sen, ai de t o Gener al  DeWi t t , was opposed 

to t he use of the FBI i n the r el ocat i on cent er s in the areas under 

hi s J ur i sdi c t i on, and woul d have pr ef er r ed to see the mat ter f al l  

i nt o the hands of 0- 2. Thi s may be t r ue, i nasmuch as pr oj ect 

di r ect or s i n ot her st at es have had no di f f i c ul t y whatsoever i n 

obt ai ni ng the hel p of the FBI , whereas t he pr oj ect s of Manzanar 

and Tul e Lake have secur ed FBI ai d wi t h di f f i c ul t y . I t i s cer t ai nl y 

t r ue that at Gi l a Ler oy Bennet t has had not the sl i ght est di f f i c ul t y 

i n secur i ng FBI cooper at i on. Much of the hyst er i a whi ch demanded 

FBI ai d, J aooby at t r i but es to O'Br i en, who f or some t i me had been 

concer ned wi t h i nvest i gat i ons of hi s own, ai med at ascer t ai ni ng 

the names of subver si ve char act er s among the evacuee popul at i on. 

Hayes, f ur t her mor e, had compl et el y bal l ed up the i nst r uct i ons on 

r egi st r at i on, appar ent l y l ear ni ng not hi ng from hi s at t endi ng the 



Washi ngton confer ences f or I nst r uct i on In t he procedure of 

r egi st r at i on, J acoby remarks al so t hat L i eut . Car r ol l  al so 

was not f ul l y pr epar ed t o handl e the si t uat i on. Hayes came out 

wi t h a statement that al l  of those who appl i ed f or r epat r i at i on 

need not r egi st er . J acoby, however , showed me a memorandum from 

Howal t st at i ng that i t was necessar y f or r epat r i at i on appl i cant s 

t o r egi st er . Thi s memorandum di d not come t hr ough unt i l  sever al  

days gxi mr af t er the begi nni ng of r egi st r at i on. In the meant i me, 

J acoby had had consi der abl e di sagr eement wi t h Mar shal l , who had 

demanded that al l  of t hose who had appl i ed f or r epat r i at i on be 

i sol at ed i n some sect i on of the communi ty where they coul d be kept 

out of cont act wi t h those who had not appl i ed. As the r epat r i at i on 

appl i cat i ons pi l ed up, vi ewed by t he evacuees as a subst i t ut i on f or 

r egi st r at i on, Mar shal l  demanded of Cover l ey and J acoby that t hey 

pr event f ur t her appl i cat i ons f or r epat r i at i on. Hayes st uck 

sol i dl y by hi s mi sgui ded i nt er pr et at i on t hat r epat r i at i on appl i cant s 

need not r egi st er . I t was not unt i l  Rowal t !s memo came too l at e 

t hat the procedure had to be begun agai n, but by t hi s t i me the harm 

was done, and the ant i - r egi st r at i on f eel i ng had swept the communi ty, 

a si t uat i on whi ch Cover l ey was compl et el y i ncapabl e of handl i ng. 

September 25, 1943 



i i i k i da on a m m j x B m m and r eg i s t r at i o n 

At th© present wr i t i ng, Mr, Ii ikida Is engaged in working out his own 

anal ysis of the Anoy enl istment si tuati on. Apropos of his contemplated work, i t 

wi l l  bo wel l  to point out some of his own reactions to the Army program* With 

other members of his generation, Hikida i s i n agreement that the dual  measure of 

regi stration and enl istment coming as they did at the some time was a taotioal  

error. Hikida has been successful  i n convincing hi s ovm bl ock of the role #i i oh 

the Ni sei should pl ay i n the present war effort and has tal ked to several  Ni sei 

and aided them i n overcoming the objections of thei r parents not only to negative 

answers to questions 27 and 38 of the 504- A form, but al so i n going so far as to 

enl i st * 

Hikida has taken a firm stand against Bennett's pol i cy of resorting to 

threats i n order to bring across to the Ni sei the necessi ty for answering the two 

si gni fi cant questions i n the affi rmative* Ee indicates that the Issei  should 

have been informed of the fact that the refusal  to answer questions 27 and 28 i n 

the af f i ni t i ve was tantamount to a crime inasmuch as the negative answersamounted 

to treason to the country of ci t i zenshi p. Itot only Hi ki da, but several  Issei  wi th 

whom I have tal ked, have expressed the opinion that the argument regarding l oss of 

ci t i zenship made no impression upon most Issei  minds* Th© argument has been raised 

by a majori ty of Issei  who were opposed to thei r chi l dren cooperating wi th the 

Federal  government that ci t i zenship i n i t sel f was val uel ess inasmuch as both ci ti -

zens and al i ens al i ke had been forced to agree wi th evacuation. Therefore, j obs 

of ci t i zenship was not si gni f i cant , because th© feel i ng general l y was that ci ti zen-

ship i n i tsel f had been cancel l ed by evacuation. I f , however, negative answers 

had been desoi bed as crimes, a better reception would have been given because 

of th© desi re of the Icsei  to avoid confl i cts of thi s sort . 

Hikida has made mention of tho bushido concept. Hi s am anal ysis of bushi-

do i s that the cod© of tax© imrrior i s appl i cabl e to every person and that, there-
�»inn 

fore, everyone i s obl iged to serve th© country of hi s bi r th. Most of the Ki bei  



use the bushido concept as en agnraenfc t or  entering the United States Arrçy and 

i s fai l i ng to cooperate with the Federal  government and t he Army authorities of 

the United States, Some Kibei pointed out that thei r fathers and brothers had 

been k i l l ed by members of the armed forces of the Al l i ed nations. They are, 

therefore, obl iged to avenge the deaths of t hese rel atives and could not, on the 

strength of the bushido concept, cooperate, Hikida st at es t hat  a true appl ication 

of  t he bushi do concept would be t hat  al l  of the Hisei  shoul d enter the armed 

f or ces i f t l i i s was the desi re of the êr aaeat and that they should receive the 

sanct i on of  t hei r  r el at i ves and par ent s. Ther e had been many bi tter arguments 

over  t hi s concept  and t her e ar e many varying views as to i ts appl ication i n the 

pr esent  eraarcency, The Kibei group i s the most  anxi ous to j usti fy i ts action i n 

t hi s measure on the basis of t he bushido concept and yet , not only as Hikida 

points out  but  ot her  Issei  as wal l , i t i s t he same Kibei group which returned 

to - America i n or der  to avoi d conscr i pt i on i n J apan, 

I t  has been mentioned elsewhere that the Kibei are a spoi l ed and pandered 

l ot  who have been pretty much successful  in set t i ng thei r own way. I t  i s this 

group which al l  along has raised opposition to the wi o us defense and Array 

measures which have been brought up from time to time by the WRA and other govern-

ing agencies. Out- spoken statements against such measures as enl istment i n the 

Army Intel l igence Di vi si on, woxfc i n the camouflage net , and the enl istment sad 

registration program precipi tated the strong feel ings against these measures 

wfiich manifest themselves i n the center. However, these out - spoken Kibei were 

gl vm the backing of  a f ew I ssei  i n each bl ock. These were not usual l y I ssei 

family men, .that i s, the more stol id type of dependable persons, but usual l y 

single men whose fortunes could l i e i n J apan as wel l  a® i n America, This 

group of single men, beinç di ssat i sfi ed, has been the focal  point of di ffi cul ty 

for a lone t ime. In the various block meetings wh<m the block oouci l man at-

tempts to make clear to the block residents the various Issues confronting the 

popul ation, agi tation has always ari sen frcm the Kibei group of each block by the 



singl e men of  the I ssoi  generation. During the course of Captain Thompson1 is vi si t 

to the Gi l a Relocation Center i n ordor to effect registration arri  enl istment, a 

vi si t tos made by en attache of the War Deportment, Colonel  Scobey, who oarae to mko 

clear to each rel ocation center the stand of the War Department in regard to Nisei 

and enl istment. Scobey*s message ms one of considerable premise for most Ni sei , 

but i n many blocks the Kibei and singl e men were successful  i n c onfl ising the issue 

so that the true meaning of Colonel  Soobey's v®rds was never real l y brought across 

to many bl ocks. Instead of aiding the purpose, Scobey1s vi si t only served to 

add to the confusion. 

How that many of the singl e men and nai  ̂ of the Kibei have been interned, 

the Gi l a Young People group i s again making a bid for power. At the present 

wr i t i ng, i t has been unsuccessful  i n doing thi s. With the apprehension of the 

president, George Yamashiro, and of the chairman of the Board of Governors, Fuku-

moto, f i ve or si x young men of the Kibei group are attempting to inaugurate 

pol i t i cal  band- wagons of their asm so that they con step into Pukumotofs posi tion 

as the controll ing a ênt of the Gi l a Young Peopl e. Ho one wants to assume the 

presidency, however, inasmuch as the president must take the responsibi l i ty for 

the action of the Board of Governors, and, as has been shorn, Yamashiro1 s career 

as a leader was rather short- l ived. Unti l  adequate l eadership for the Kibei 

Club can be found, i t seetas l i kel y that the posi tion of the organisation as a 

pressure group wi l l  be l acking even though certain timbers do make a bid for 

power. Ihe eccl esiasti cal  head of the Kibei group, the "en Bishop Oehl , i s st i l l  

active i n carrying out rel igious programs for the organization. Mr. Dyo, how» 

ever, vjho i s sai d, probably with some truth, to have dictated the pol icies of the 

organization, i s pne, Mr. Hi ki da, the thi rd advisor, has always taken a back 

seat in regard to the organization, meeting i t only through his association wi th 

Yamashiro on the CAS staff . I t wi l l  be worth- while to note Hikida® s further com-

ments on the Army si tuati on. 


