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Case History I

(Yote: Our study will endeavor to cooperate with the WRA administra-
tion in every way possible. When, therefore, I was asked if I would aoc-
company as escort a young man who had been given permission to leave the
center to attend his mother's funeral in Fresno, I accepted with alacrity,
realizing thet I would not only be of help to the young man in question but
also that he would be helpful to me as a means of providing an entry into
his own social group. Ouwr trip to Fresno was a long one; it is roughly a
Journey of some 700 miles. Since the boy was anxious to be in Fresno as
soon as possible, we traveled by bus, riding through the night to Los Angeles
and then taking another bus to Fresno. We remained in Fresno for some time
to dispose of various arrangements and problems and returned by train to
Fhoeunix and thence by bus back to the center. mmnthMwhw-
tunity to converse with the young man and was able to elieit a life history.

I shall present this ease in two parts: 1. life before ewacuation, 2. evace
uation and after.)

Harry Osake is a Nisei. He oomes from a rural cormunity and has been
engaged in farming mearly all his life. He represents a type of second
generation Japanese which we, living in eities, do not usually encounter.

It will be noted that his educational background is poor, that he is attracted
to the Ameriean way of life but that he follows many ocbsolete Jepanese pate
terns., His life is lived in the American way but it is tinged with and over-
laid by Japanese precepts handed down from the Issei father and mother. Harry
is 28, THe is the third of five children, one of whom is dead, his elder
brother, the second child. Harry is married and the father of two small girls,
one 2, the other 6. He has been married for 7} years.
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Physioally, Harry is of the coarse or peasant Japanese type. Although
fairly tall for a Japanese, Harry has the long torso and bowed legs of the
Japanese pessant., His skin is most dark, with very high cheek bones. The
eye fold is hardly perceptible with the result that he could pass for a member
of the neighboring Pime tribe. In the towns which we visited and along the
routs, it was obvious that the majority of people thought him an Indian or
lexiean rather than‘-. Japanese. Our permit to travel was never once guestioned.

Harry was born in Penryn, California, & small town in Placer County where
his father had come some years before. The elder Osalka has been in the United
States for some 48 years. I me% him later in Fresmo, a small sedate Japsnese
who speaks no English. A word sbout the family baockground would be in order.
Both father and mother ceme from Yamaguchi-ken, from a small village, the
name of whieh Harry has forgotten, on the borders of Hiroshime-ken, Father
and mother were very nearly of the same age and were married in their native
village in Japan before the father came o the United States. In Japan the
| father had been a youmger son of a rather wealthy landowner and independent
riee farmer., THe believed that as a younger son his future lay in‘the New World.,
He married the daughter of a meighboring land owner of equal rank. The families
apparently, were rather well-to-do, small landed farmers. Possibly, from the
Japanese standard they were wealthy although they had no soeial rank. From the
deseription they were like the Ne-oi haiyashuko as described in Simmons and
Wigmore's paper on Japamese land tenmure. (TASJ XIX:37-270, 1891) That is to
say, thoyrm independent mura farmers., The father came to San Franciseo in
1894 where he worked as a laborer. He saved his momey and in five years was
able to send for his wife from Japan. Their first child was a daughtéry born
in 18900, This, Harry said, was highly pleasing to the Issei couple beosuse
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it meant that a daughter could aid her younger brothers whioh were now

expocted. This is a direct carry-over of the Japanese pattern. In the Skt

s A meantime he had bought a small ferm in Penryn where he became an orohardist, ;ﬂfj"g
b - i i c# o

M‘ﬁ«w“'%m.m loomis epples. The family lived here for some yesrs and four sons />

L)J-;L.z'L.

were born, the second of them the lad in question. Other relatives also ocame

%o live in California, some cousing settling in Watsonville. The extended

family has always kept in close contact with one another and have slways been
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to Watsonville. Pamily friends from Japan also settled in this area. The ‘¢, [/
i ] father sold his farm in Penryn and bought another in Santa Crus County in the

name of his eldest son, a Wisei. Befors 1900 the old men was able to buy

land in his own name but this was no longer possible after 1914 with the pase

sage of the alien land laws. At this time Harry was 15,

Harry's early years had been spent in learning the Japanese way. At

the age of five he had been sent to the Buddist Sunday Schools and afber kinder-

garten went to the Japanese Language School sponsored by the Buddhist Associa-

tion in the Penryn-lLoomis District of Placer County. At the age of 7 he went

o the publie school. He speaks of himself as & poor scholar, more interested

in motors and machines and fishing than in his school work., His father and

sister, and his elder brother were sorry that he had not done better in school.

The sister was 14 years older than he, while the brother was 8 years older.
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family. At an early age he was brought to meetings of the Kenjinkai (Prefectumal

assooiation) and made to sbudy harder than the rest so Harry says. His

sohooling did not last long. Being farmers and expected to take over the

managemsnt of the farm, this older brother was allowed to finish high school,
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A% this time the family moved to Santa Cruz Coumby near Watsouville. Harry
wes then 13 as I mentioned. ¥e wes in the 6th grade at school and was still
attending the lsmguage school, The father had never plamned to return to
Japan and apparently he foresaw the difficulties of dual eitizenship. Then
Farry was 11, and the younger brothers, both of them born in Pemryn, were 6
and B, the father took the whole family to San Francisco to the Jspanese cone
gulate and renowmced Japsmese citizenship for them all. Harry remarked that
the oonsul in charge onlled the father a traitor to Japen and considerable
pressure was put on him to prevent his denial of citizenship for his sons.
Shortly after the family moved to Santa Cruz County, the elder brother died
.of typhoid, Farry saye that he does not remember much of what happened at
this time but that the Kenjinkal of Yameguchi contributed money to the
funeral and there were feasts. Harry was taken out of sechoel and made to
teke his brother's place at the farm, I wes naturally interested in the
type of "foasts" that were held in honor of the death of an eldest son.
farry told me in all sineerity that he did not kmow, I asked him what the
normal pattern would be in such a case but egain he did not know. All he
remerbers is that the Kenjinkei help out with gifts of money, thet the
fumeral was held in an undertaking perler, flowers as gifts were given to
the bereaved family and placed around the Buropean type casket in the
Americen manner, Later in this report I shall desoribe in some detail the
funeral service I witnessed in Fresno. I hope to show in this peper the
utter indifference to things religious which Harry manifests. Why this
ghould be T have no way of knowing but it comes out more olearly in the
diseussion on religion.

So then, at the age of 13 we find that Harry has replaced his elder
brother as potential head of the family., He was taken out of school by his
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father and put to work helping on the farm, working with apples and grapes.
He worked in this way for some years, no longer interested in schooling or im
learning the Buddhist precepts through the Japsnese lLanguage School., His
hobbies consisted of tinkering with motors, of fishing, and of going to tom
oconsionally to see a motion picture. A% the age of 17 his father teold him
he should learn more about ferming so that he went to a labor camp in Lodi
for the grape picking season. Tt was here that he was persuaded to visit a
progtitute for the first time, This had a rather profound effect on him
and when he returmed home he consulted his father sbout the good or evil of
this. The older man offerred this sdviece: It is both natural and normal %o
peek out women and it is good for you do so. His father thus persusded him
thet to visit a prostitute was a normsl procedure but that to drink aleohol
in any form wes e wrong. This advice has seemingly stayed with Harry, Ine
deed, T should guess that his strongest belief is direoted sgainst aloohol.
I agked him if this was in accord with the btenets of the Buddhist seet %o
whish he belonged but he seid that he did not think the Buddhists were againsgt
drinking, Ye thought that this idea was his father's persomal opinion as
indeed, it is his omm. FNe mentioned an item that I had heerd before: & man
who wishes %o reform fro» drinking becomes a Christian, Christianity to the
Issei mind is correlative with non-drinking, mon-gambling, ete. Harry, how-
ever, & rather poor Buddhish and urﬁ.inly not & Christian doss not drink
nor garble., He believes that these are good things “to stay away from”,
When he rebturned from the labor camp he conbtinued %o work in the
father's ranch, The father had mearwhile saved a good deal of monsy and now
bought a grepe rench of 40 acres in Fresno County at Pellier in Farry's namee
By mow Harry was nearly 20 and the father had reached his 80th birthday. At
this time, true to the Japanese custom, he renounced his position as head of
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the family, turned the farm over to the management of his sons and settled
down %o the enjoyment of hie tobacco, his go-shogi and hena games, He now
considered himgelf an old man, his sons were bound to support him and he
folt free to do as he pleased. He turned the new ranch over %o his sons and
the ranch has been since run under Harry's direction,

The old men persisted in giving Harry advice as to how he should conduct
himgelf. He kept urging him to spon@ less time fishing and tinkering with
motors. Harry has always regretted that he did not have a formal edusation
in mechanics. The old man demanded that Harry attend meetings of the Kenjinkal
of Yemaguchi, that he enter the kumi-ai, or tanoméshi similar to those the old
men had partieipated in in Placer County, andthat he attend the Buddhist
gservices more frequently. But Farry always answered him with the question:
This h a free coumtry, ain't it? So Harry did more or less as he pleased
with his soedial life.

In Pellier, Harry stated, the Yamaguchi Kenjinkai was not strong. I%
found its main ocoupation in the mutual functions of fumeral services. It
usually met when someome from the ken had died and then to agree on the amou nt
of money to be paid the bereaved family for the fumeral. Dues were $1.00 a
year but there were always many more mssessments in times of funerals, for
pienies, ete. About twioce & year a Fenjinkei pionic was held end the members
were assessed to cover the costs of prijes for racing, games, food and soft
drinks. These pionies apparently, were very much like our own type of group
pienie such as & ehurch, or lodge might give. There were comic races, priges,
gsome rowdyism and drunkemness, usually lotsto eat, although the food was of
Japanese origin, Coffee, rather than tea, was the favorite beverage. OF
sourse, everyone drank soda-pop in the heat of the day. The pienic was usually
climaxed by a baseball game with the unmarried men playing the married, ete.
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The ¥enjinkai also sponsored at Pellier a kumi-ai or tanomoshi, The
former term is preferred by the Yamaguehi people, although the latter is more
¢ommon in this country. Harry, as a matter of faet, did not know the word
tanomoshi, When I described the process he said that was Kumi-al. Incidentnlly,
Varry's speesh habits in Pnglish are of the poorest. He realiszes it and is
rather ashamed of it, He says that all the Japamese he knows he learned at
home and thet he finds it diffioult to understand anyone whe has come from
Japan, such as the Xibei and some of the Issei. Particularly hard to under-
stand, he says are the priests, whose normal speech is flowery and rather
bombasgtie. MNost Kibel edopt this type of speech sccording to this informant.
The Issel are more plain-spoken and therefore more easily understood. Harry .
says he is like many of the Nisely he cannot speal either Japansse or English.
Embree in his Suye-ifura and again in his Hawaiian paper goes into some detail
as to the various forms of tanomoshi. I refer the reader to these desoriptive
passages for an understanding of this cooperative, money lending system X
The slder Osaka got his first farm through the kuni-ai system and he firmly
believes in it as sound husbandry. Harry said it might be all right but that
it was too small in the Pellier distriot and that it had a bad reputation
here. In other words, a man might receive the money aftter organizing a
tonomoshi, end then back out or move away and not meet his obligations of
repayment. FHe said that this sort of thing might be all right in his father's
day here in the United States but that there were too many Japanese here now
to make this sort of thing practical. He said that he preferred to borrow
from the bank direotly in the American Way. Harry obgerved that these things
were all right in Japan or among the wvery Nipponized Japanese but that they
did not work where people wnderstood the walue of money and were dealing in
money and mot in rice.
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Harry said thet he did not like %o go to the Buddhist services. His
wife, he said, was a regular worshipper and wemt frequently to the ehurch.
He said that he preferred to take his Sunday as a day of rest and to fish if
he oould, MHis wife sometimes upbraided him for not attending the services but
he does not like to go. He is even against having his eldest daughter attend
the Buddhigt Sunday and lsmguege school. I asked him what were his beliefs.
Fe said thet he didn't know but that he never thought about it, Churches, he
gaid, are no good and all they do is take people's money. He said that he does
things in the Japenese way to keep from offending his father and besides, he
points out that this is the way he was taught to follow. It is my belief that
Farry follows the lines of lenst mtlhm in these matters. He does what
his wife and father suggest without question., He does not go to the Buddhist
services becsuse he says they bore him and he would rather spend his weekends
at fishing. Ye has worked out a kind of religion all his own, He holds to
some kind of Buddhigtic, impersonal deity which doesn't particularly concern
him very much, He does believe that if a man does the proper thing in
honoring his parents, he will get whatever reward is coming to him, This is
& definite Japanese concept but there seem ecertain Christian elements mixed
in it. At any rate, it doesn't concern Harry at all, He simply doesn't
care and is indifferent to religion. Ome peculiar thing about his own family
is that they seem to have lost any regard for Shintoism which they might
have had., Harry's family do not keep pictures of the dead, there is mo
kamidens in the house, although the mother of the family before her death
did keep a butsudan, and no regard is given the Shinto deities. There was
epparently no family belief in Daikoky or Ebisu, no harvest gods were kept
and no ofuta pleced in the garden or the bathroem. I wondered if I was got-
ting the truth sbout this and in pinning him down as to why not got this
answer: Lots of old people go for that stuff, but my father never did and
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and we weren't brought up that way. - Harry did say that people in the camp
did have the Shinto paraphenalia but that he thought that this was just a way
of keeping up with the old Japanese practices. I just don't see how pecple
can believe that stuff, he said.

At the age of 21 Harry decided he was old enough to marry. It was men-
tioned that he had relatives in Watsonville. He had become aoquainted with
a girl living there through his family. In faet, he says of his wife, we are
gort of ocousins. It turned out that his wife, that is to say, the girl he
later married was indeed a relative by marriage. Harry's mother's sister had
married his wife's father's brother in Japan, in Yamaguchi-ken some time
previously. A close tie between the two families was felt in this comatry for
this reason and the most friendly and cordial relations were always maintained
between them. The girl in question had become acquainted with Harry during
his residence at Watsonville, Harry was advised by his father and it was sug-
gested that he agree to marry this girl., He had seen her periodicelly during
fighing visits to Watsonville and the coast when he visited his cousins buk
he had rarely spoken to her and never seen her alome. Harry's father was ill
at this time as indeed he has been ever since with a eardiae affliction so
that he did not feel equal to making the arrangements himself., It would
normally have been up to the father to select the baishakunin (go-betweens).
Harry's father suggested that Harry himself arrange matters with the baishakunmin.
A married couple in Watsonville were selected. They were nutusl friends of
both families and also were from Yamaguchi-ken, Harry teok a trip to Watson-
ville to see them and after a day or two they went over to interview the girl's
parents. During this time Harry remained at their houge as a guest, Since
the two families came from the ssme distriet in Japen and were already related
by meggiage, a further union was more or dess expected. Hence the family of
the prospective bride was not at all surprised to ses the baishalunin, In
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Japan the normal pattern would have been for them to feign surprise at seeing
the go-betweens, to delay for some time in getting down %o dusiness, md to run
the gamut of polite gestures and phrases expected at this time, Here, how-
ever, it was quite different. The father of the girl received the baishakunin
and after some time he exoused himself saying that he had busginess to attend

to, and suggesting that the go-betweens take the matter up with the girl her-
self. The girl scoepted the suit brought by the baishakunin and the betrothal
was ammounced in the Watsonville Buddhist Chureh., It was also announced in the
Yamaguchi ¥Yenjinkai in Wetsonville, the girl's father being an active member of
that organigation, Harry meamwhile returned to his home in Fresno County.
Three months af'ter this the wedding dete was set, FHarry and his family prepared
their house in Pellier for the coming bf the bride. Meanwhile in Watsonville

a party wes held for the Issei of the Kenjinkai at the bride's home. Harry and
his family did not attemd this but walted for the bride and her family to come
oo Nliler. The Sride’s Jerty 1x' Mitonevills wae net wovy sfguifiunit, 431
the older Japanese came to pay their respects and to give the girl a small gift
of some kind., Her young friends from high sohool and the neighborhood did

give her 2 shower in the American manner, Harry said: They gave her lots of
underwear and nightgowns and stuff. After the reception of the Issei in Watsone
ville the bride's family started out in their ocar to Pellier, They brought
with them a trousseau for the bride, as well as a kind of dowry of sheets, bed-
ding, and certain articles for the household, This seems to be & good example
of the oarry-over of the Japmé wedding ocustoms in the United States. The
Japanese pattern is retained “ut the gifts and the means of travel are distinetly
American, The bride's family brought gifts also for the bridegroom's family:

a set of chessmen for the old men and a tea set for the bridegroom's mother.
The wedding was held as soon as the bride's family had got settled on the same
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day of their arrival, Festivities began on the stroke of five in the afternoon.
A Buddhist priest arrived from Fresmo. Five days before Harry had gone
down to get the marriage license alone in Fresmo, There were two separate parts
to the marriage receptions. Firast, there were the witnesses to the marriage
4tself and there was a party for them. These were all Issei, older family
friends. The only young people present were the bride and groom. Om the second
day after the marriage a priy was held for the Nisei friends of the newly
married couple. After the smmouncement of the betrothal Harry had been lectured
%o by his father on the subject of responsibility in marriage. Up until the
wedding he said that he had been expected to behave most decorously as befits
one sbout to assume the state of marriage. On this, the wedding day, the
Buddhist priest had been waiting in an anteroom until all the guests sssembled.
Then all the guests, and these were only Issei, were present, the priest came
4n and bowed to the company., All the guests rose at his entrance and bowed.
Here again the Japanese pattern was followed because every guest was sitting
stiffly, in a more ox;lou fixed position until after the marriage cersmonyx.
Decorun demands that the guests, in fact, all those present, remsin silent until
the priest finighes the ceremony af'ter which time they may relax and enjoy
themselves. The betrothed couple sat at the head of the room. The guestes sat
around on chairs, The priest blessed all present, ringing his 1ittle bell and
shanting a sutra, although Harry did not know which one. He says he never can
understand the sutras, nor oan sny of his friends. The priest was dressed in
his blask robe and wore a golden stole at the end of whioh hung a Buddhist
rosary. The same costume will be noted for the funeral service described later.
The Amerissan Buddhist rituals closely parallel an Ameriocan Christian service.
There is & vow concept, which, as Ewbree pointe out in his Koma paper, has bee n
$aken over to satisfy the American authorities that a legal marriage has been
performed. The ceremony is patterned as follows: a blessing of all by the
priest, a blessing of the bridal pair by the priest, vows, the san-san-ku-do.
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The latter is the ceremonial drinking of sake from small cups of differnet
sizes. This ceremony is fully deseribed by Miss Tkeda in her mamuseript én
Japanese~imerioan ceremonial life., Harry said that this was the only time he
had ever tasted aleohol, After the ceremony the older people are free to re-
lax and enjoy themgelves., There was a big dimmer with roast pork, American
vegetableg, rice and coffee. There was tea for those who wanted 1%, but the
more favorite drink among the Japanese in America today seems to be coffee,
served with eream and sugar in the American way. The older people now were
free to dance and sing., They told obsoene stories and sang bawdy songs in the
Japanese wedding mamner, After dinner they hustled the couple to the bedroom
with a great deal of levity and joking. The old people continued with their
party for some time after the bridal pair had retired.

On the next day Harry geve a party for his younger friends. These are
all Wigei. Fe alse invited some of his Caucasian friends from neighboring
ranches. They had 2 big dimmer in a banguet hall in Fresno. Harry said that
he had a much better time at this party. They danced and played games in the
acocepbed American fashion, Tt was simply a "party" in the American sense of the
word. This was a real Ameriean party but nevertheless, it was required by
Jepanese etiquette in this country. Wedding presents were given in the accepted
Armeriean fashion, The Tasei also gave £ifts. I akked Harry if he had to re-
turn any gifts following the wedding and he said that his mother baked some
little cookies and geve them to everyone who had given a wedding gift. Grapes,
the produce of his ranch, were also given to everyone who had made a gift
later in the year when the grapes were ripe. The idea of returning cakes is
digtinetly Japanese. Cf. Suye-liure, where gifts are ackmowledged by rice cakes.

One rather interesting sidelight with regard to Americanization is the
fact that as soon as they were able, Harry and his wife visited a birthecontrol
elinie, THarry and his wife have been using contra-ceptives -hﬁn marriage.
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After being married for a year and one-half the first ohild was born.
Harry gave a small dinner party at his home after his wife had returned from
the hospital, This was about a month after the birth of the ohild, It was
a daughter...] asked Farry if he brought the child around the priest at this
time but he said mo., Followers of Shinto do this in America as well as in
Japan but I pointed out that Harry and his family observe no Shinto festivals
or practices., There was seemingly little ado about this first child. Wor did
the second daughter come in for any more attention, I asked Harry if the
ghildren were boys would there have been any differensce in his attitude, or
any more of a ocelebration., He sald he didn'tthink sof§ boys o girls, it was
all the same to him., He and his wife do not want too many schildren although
the fathers of both Harry and his wife are always after them to have more
ghildren and %o produce sons. Fis elder sister is always held up as an ex~
smple. She now has seven children, although this is an unusually large family
even for sn Ameriean Japanese. Herry thinks that he and his wife will pos~
sibly heve one more child but not more than that, I get the impression that
he would like to have had boye rather than girls. Ne spoke quite proudly of
his sister's sons but did not mention his duughters very much. He wants to
be American in his ideas and behavior and for that reason he pretends to be
glad that his children are girls. In actuality, however, his father's argu-
ments as to the advantages of having sons seems to carry some weight.

Harry end his family lived in Psllier in Fresno Coumty as I stated above.
Before evacuation the housshold oconsisted of the ron-im/H::fr'm wife and
two daughters, his father and mother and his #mm two younger wmarried borthers.
A year ago his yourger borther was drafted and is now in the army at Fort Sem
Houston where he is a chauffeur for the officers there. He is relegated to a
nen-sorbatant status. The other NEFENSY brother, his youngest, finished high
shhool and was working with Harry on the ranch, Llast summer Harry's wife's
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brother rented a peice of land mearby in Pellier. He too is married and has
ehildren, The two families met frequently for dinner and other social smuse-
ments., The land that Harry's brother-in-law rented was a temporary arrange-
mont. He hoped to buy other land in the Pellier district with PSA and FHA
loans.

The property at Pellier was in Tarry's name although it had been purchased
by Harry's father. It consists of 40 acres of excellent vine land. Harry
said that he and his family weathered the depression but that after the first
years of the New Deal Administration hies market and tornage price for green
grapes was gquite satisfectory. On the 40 acres is Harry's ranch house which is
surrounded by fruit trees. He raises some apricots, prunes, and peaches but he
does mot market these. He raises various types of grapes on his 40 secres. He
says that grapes do not require much eare so thet he has ample leisure time
for his faverite pastime of fishing. His produee is marketed through the
Frankenthal Co. at Pellier and sent to the eastern market. IHis yleld averages
about a yearly 10 tons per acre. Last year, being a boom year for the grape
market, he says that he cleared §5,600, This would have been a better year
for him., His methods of pruming, grafting, vine training do not differ from
those employed by his neighbors. In the harvesting season he employs itinerant
white or Filipino lsbor as pickers. He raises green grapes and does not engage
in any ralisin drying.

The yeaurly round of activity of the family does not vary to any great degree.
The grapes need watering and bending most of the year but Harry is pretty free
%o do as he pleases except thet he must remain at the ranch. With his bowther-
in-law he usually makes extended fishing trips to the coast, to the mountains,
or to the Bay Region. e makes his own Tishing equipment and has invested a
songiderable sum of money in it., He drives his whole family once a year %o
vigit his parents-inelaw in TWatsonville. Being somewhat well-to-do, he has
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been able to buy a new ear every year up to the war. He also owns a trastor,
and a truck, FHe helps to eart his produce over to the Frankenthal warehouses
in Pellier and thus saves something on freight charges. He and his family obe
gerve the following holidays:s Yew Years' Day. This is observed in the ideal
Japanese manmer., His wife and mother prepare a big dimer and begin their
preparations several days ahead of time. They put up Japanese pickles and
radishes, they make roasts, chickens and the like. The whole family stays
together on New Years' eve and the brother-in-law came over with his family
this year. The wives roasted chickens, made Japsmese cakes of rice flour and
bean curd, they put up fish and prepared a very large meal., This was eaten at
noon on New Years' Day although the family had stayed up all the previous night
in celebration., They danced and played games, USome of the neighbors came over
and Harry was tsught to play poker, He won and had to send out for a large
ocase of Coca~Cola sinee the refreshments were to be paid By the wimmer, After
January 1 there is 2 time of leisurs in typleal Japanese style which lasts until
the 7th, A final and less elaborate dinner is beld at this time with members
of the family attending. This is the real Japanese wacation time and I see
that it is observed in thias country as well as in Japan. Harry sald that even
as & ohild he had always looked forward to New Years' Day and the gifts that he
would get at this time, The members of the family exchange gifts at this time.
This year, Harry's fether and mother were both ill and Herry sald that this
somewhat put a damper on the festivities but thdy did have a good time with a
large orowd of people in attendance at the house.
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Another holiday observed is Girls' Day or Doll Day. Beocause he has two
daughters his wife does bring out her old Japanese dolls and he has some
heirlooms from his mother., All of these are placed on exhibit in his house
for his little girls. Harry bought a glass case so that the dolls might be
exhibited at this time. He says they are pretty dolls dressed in the kimono,
and obe of olassical Japan. He does not allow his daughters to play with
them although they may offer them cakes and candies whish are their portion
on Dolls' Day. Fe says that this is silly and too Japanesy but his wife wants
them to see the dolls. TFe usually gives them a doll of their own on this
day. If he had boys he would observe Boys' Day by putting up a earp of paper
on a pole in front of his house. He said that his father had always done that
for his sons and Harry would do the same . On Boys's Day as a youngster Harry
had always played with a kite which the father gave to each son.
A large family pienic is always celebrated on July 4. Firecrackers are bought
and they play with fireworks. Te says he always wants to be home o please his
family.
They observe Thanksgiving. At this time they take the day off and have a big
dinner with turkey a dish of which they are as fond as any Ameriean family.
The Buddhists, in emulation of the Christians, usually have churech servisces on
this day.
They observe Christmas and give gifts to the childrem. They have a Xmas tree
with colored lights and usually decorated with little Japanese parasods. This
holiday, Harry says, is for the children and is a kind of preparation for the
Now Year festival. Harpy likes to buy gifts for New Years' before Christmas so
he ean get "good bargains™. They have a Chrisgtmas dimner just as the Americans
do with turkey.
Throughout the year the Buddhist Assoeiation in Fresno sponsors social events.
These include piocnies, baseball games and track meets for the younger people.
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Harry does not like to go to these funotions but his wife does. He always
feels that people oriticize him for not attending the church services more.
Sometimes, in order not to be eriticized rolr not going to shureh, Harry will
drive his wife there and wait for her to come out. Then, he says, people
think he has been in the church. I did not realize that such pressure was
brought on the individual to attend the Buddhist chuseh, I have mentioned
the Kenjinkai pienies which Harry does attend. He says he has a feeling
that these people are more his own and not so oritical as the merbem of

the church whose attendance cuts aoross Kemjinkai membership.

During my trip with Harry I wondered & number of times about his various
attitudes. FHe seemed so American in some ways but in others he was perfectly
Japanese, Although a Nisei he scemed more Japanese than many Issei I have
met. I think that his desires, his way of life, his attitudes are purely
Japanese. Yet he oconsiders himself an American, his loyalties are with this
country, and his greatest fear is that he and his family will be sent %o
Japen when the war is over., He lises in an Aimerican house, he eats Ameriscan
food, he does his business in an American way. Yet at the same time his be-
havior pattern, his thoughts and actions are dependent on and related to the
Japanese way of life instilled in him by his father and mother. By way of ex-
ample, one trait that is very marked in him is his fillal plety and devotion
to his parents. His marriage was arranged at his father's suggestion and is
seemingly s real Japanese marriage. To him his wife is something of a chattel.
On our trip together he mentiomed the things he bought for himself and his
family prior to evasuation. He bought olothing, an eleotrie cooling systenm,
eanned goods, and other conveniences for all his family. For himeelf he
bought in addition a Hamilton wristwateh, fishing gear of various kinds, &
complete suit of propical clothes, which he had tailor-made and other things
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for himgelf. For his wife he bought a small cheap locket. For his daughters
nothing. His is not a romantic marriage although he is most congiderate of
his wife's interests. He believes however, that the woman belongs at home to
cook, sew, and to bear shildren. On owr trip he bought gifts for all his male
friends, shoes for himself, books and megagines for his own interest. T asked
.hmubusgeinghmmmmmhthuMM,hohadtlrady
bought her & locket, We had some time to spend in Phoenix before our bus took
us back to eamp, During this time he bought himself some Navajo jewelry at an
Indian store, I asked him if he should not get a small gift for his wife out
of the assortment of jewelry but he said she would hawve mo place to wear it.
I have never seen anyone spend more money on selfish trivialities but Harry

is anything but selfisk. The question is ome for more of a psychologist ihm
I. T do know however, that this is r ather typical of the average Japanese
male. While waiting for the bus in Phoenix Farry insisted on visiting a
brothel, He offerred to take me with him and said he would pay for everything.
He was a little put out when I declined with thanks. The woman in charge of the
brothel refused him admittance thinking him an Indian. He was guite put out
saying that he would not have another opportunity %o visit a prostitute now
that he would have to remain at camp., He found another bagnio where he was ad-
mitbed. After some time he returned, quite pleased with himself and proseeded
%o tell me in great detail all the pleasures that I had missed. I asked him
wmm-m-mutmumm--umh-mm He replied: Well,
she's got nothing to say about it. He told me that he and his brother-in-law
were in the habit of going to Fresno periedically, shooting a game of poel, and
then visiting a brothel. The consorting with prostitutes seems pretty well
engrained, He spoke of it as naturally as if he were referring to dinner. e
He seemed rather surprised that someone should turn down an offer such as he
made me and was apparently under the impression that all men visited prostitutes.



Life History - 19

After all, he gaid, we're all human, I asked him what he would think if his
wife were to consort with other men, He seemed most amnoyed at the very idea,
he told me that he would diverce her if she did such a thing. In other words,
Barry follows exactly the pattern of behavior to whish Japanese men in Japan
adhere.
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PART II - EVACUATION

Harry was living in Pellier in Fresno County. This was located in the
so-called "White Zome", i.e. Military Area No. 2 from which, according to the
original evacuation order no one was to be removed. His distriot is east of
the main highways and it was not necessary for him to go to an assenbly center.
He and his family were shocked at the declaration of war and immediately began
%o buy war bonds and to suseribe to other patri;tit endeavors. When curfew
and evacuation orders were put into éffeet for Military Area Wo. 1, Farry's
in-laws moved from Watsomville and came to Pellier, living with Harry and
thinking thereby to escape evacuation. Soon, however, it became evident that
2,300 people in the San Joaquin Valley area of Zome #2 would be evacuated %o
assembly and relocation centers with the rest. Then it was agreed that those
living in the "White Zone" would be sent direetly to a reloeation center and
that they might remein in their homes until evacuation, being required, of
sourse, to observe the curfew and the travel restrictions.

The people were instructed to close their businesses by August 1 and
to prepare to travel to a relocation center. Those who lived just meross the
highway at Pellier were previously taken to the Fresno and Pinedale Assembly
Centers, the latter of which has already been removed an masse to Tule Lake.
Harry being east of the higlway, could not oross it, but was allowed to come
direetly from his home. His produce agent, the Prankenthal Company, agreed to
lease out his farm for the duration. This was done on & basis of 40 and 60
per cent. The lessee of the farm was to do all the work, to pay for the labor
and to pay the taxes for the county, Harry would clear the remaining 407 and
would have to pay the federal taxes. The lessee of course took 60%. Thus,
in evacuation, Harry is still making money, especially if this is a boom year
for grapes as it well appears. FHe sold his car, tractor, and truck, since the
Frankenthal agent would provide equipment for the lessee. Harry stored his
furniture with the Federal Reserve Bank and was free to travel.
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But Sarry's mother had been 111 of cancer for several years and now she
was desperstely i111. Harry's father, too, had a cardiac silment and extremely
high blood pressure with the result that neither father nor mother ocould travel.
Permission was given them to remain in hospitals in Fresno. The father was
gent to a rest home for old people at army expemse and the mother to the
Fresno County FHospital, With the exseption of these twe elderly people, Farry's
brother, sister and her family, his inelaws and their families all met at
Pellier to be moved. By August 1 they still did not knmow where they were going.
Herry had thought Tule lake and had bought all kinds of warm slothes for his
family for the cold winter, They were brought by bus to Fresno and thence o
Casa Crande, Apizona, by train. The train trip was long and hot. There were
about 1,500 on the train so Harry says. It took 56 hourg to make the train
trip from Fresno, At Casa Orande they were herded into busses and brought %o
the Gila center only to find the rather deplorable conditions whish I have al-
ready deseribed. On the train the ride was most hot and uncomfortable. They
were fed at 8100 in the morning of the first day of the ride and again not
until 6:00 at night, Nor was there any way to buy food on the train. Babies
were hungry and everyone was miserable. Gila, with its erowded conditions,
it's unfinished barraeks, and its dusty roads and open ditches, its rather )
unpleasant location, served to depress everyone who ocame in, Harry's in-laws
and his family were all orowded in tojether into one small barrack, The food
wes bad at Pirst, and now that it is better, it is begimmning to pall. Through

his beother-in-law, Harry got a job in the warehouse, moving stored goods and
loading the food trucks, Harry says there are 2,300 people from the White
Zone at Gila, I do not think that is quite an scocurate figure and ghall at-
tempt to verify it. At this writing, there are sbout 8,000 people at Gila,
7,000 in one samp, 1,000 in snother. The latter group are new evacuees from
the Tulare Center, while the former is made up of people from the White Zone
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and those from the Turloek Center. Turlock people got here first, with the
result that they have taken the virtual control of the political situation. This
I have already deseribed in my own report. Harry says that this is to the de-
finite disadvantage of the people in the White Zome Group. They are not organized,
while the people from Turlook had the advantage of being able to organize while
in the Assenbly Center. This, Harry says, works to the detriment of those from
the White Zone, The Turlock people have already chosen their leaders and
representatives and the favors are granted to their own friends and associates
from the assembly ocenter. Harry says that there is little organigation among
the block managers which were appointed by the administration on a pro tempore
basis. These individuals are concernmed with gerving those whom they lmow while
the assistant blook menagers are continually at veriance with them. Harry de-
plores this lack of equality (he seys “"democracy") and this politieal favor-
itism., Yarry is afraid that when Camp IT is better prepared to receive evacuees
than it is now, he and his family will be moved from Camp I and their now rather
comfortable quarters and made to go to Camp II by the political commniving of the
Turlock people. This is probably not true; it does show, however, the amount
of looal favoritism that exists. Social olass as observed in Japan has fallen
out in this country and except for a few who oall themselves samurai and a few
who are knowvn to be eta there is pretty much of a soeial equality. Group
solidarity existed in the Fenjinkai., FHarry points out that a new type of group
solidarity is growing up, The kenjinkai is now subordinated to an "Assembly
Center-jinkai"™, At this stage, the assembly center from which the various
groups ecame is carrying more weight than pre-evacuation associations.

Harry got a wire that his mother had died in the Fresno County Hospital
of the emncer from which she had been suffering. His father I had mentioned as
being in Fresne in a convalesenet home, Because the father is now very old amd
very 111, it is virtually impossible for him to get around or to make the
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arrangements as to the fumeral. Harry, as head of the family, was expected to
go baok to Fresno to care for the details of the fumeral. He was %o go back
at his won expense and to pay for the escort of a Cauwcasian., I was ssked to
acoompany him and did so at his expense. We arrived in Fresno just in time for
the fumeral., Because of the red tape of getting the permission to visit the
eity of Fresno and to attend the funeral arranged, we did not leave the center
until two days after the lady's death. While on the bus to Los Angeles a
ecouple sat in front of us who were rather amorously engaged. It is interesting
to note that Harry was horribly shocked and mentioned time and again the im-
morality of some people., We arrived in Fresno without difficulty and were met
by a representative of the Framkenthal Co. The father was aksed what he wanted
done with the remaing., He stated that he wanted ocremation in the Buddhist
way. It is necessary to ask him because Harry was not yet in Fresno and Harry
ghould have been asked as head of the family. The WCCA (ARNY) arranged the
funeral services, and pald for the undertaker and the cremation. We were
driven to the convalescent home to pick up Harry's father, a 1little old Japane
ses gentlemen, with an extremely high voice, the result of his illness, Te
spoke no Fnglish. Having pichl him up, there was no one else but Harry, him,
and myself at the fumeral.

The funeral was held at an American funeral parlor with a Caucasian
direstor. He is the man who handles the funerals for all the Japanese in the
area. He has been retained by the WCCA for the pwrpese of disposing of the
remaing of Japanese who die in the nearby centers. After we had been at the
parlor for some minutes, & WCCA employee drove over with the Buddhist priest from
the Fresno Assembly Center. This puest was a young Kibei of about 26 years old.
He had been active im Fresno Buddhist circles and a teacher of the Jspanese
language school in pre-evacustion dayse He met father and som and both bowed
very deeply, far more deeply than the priest. After a moment of whispered,
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dressed in a robe of black, not unlike ministerial robes in many Christian
seocts. The sleeves were long and flowing end arranged so th.t he could earry
various srticles in them, Fe wore a golden stole et the end of which was
attached a Buddhist rosayy. The stoll was quite narrow, I should guess about
two inches in width, and oame down to his thighs. The attached rosary was held
in tht hands which were olasped together, the right over the left. The stole
was very ornate, being embroidered with sonventional Japsanese designs in bleock
and gold., After he appeared, father, son, and priest went to view the remains.
He wore no headdress.

While we were engeged in waiting for the priest to change into his robes,
the WCCA man and T went to gee the body. Tt was lying at the front of one of
the rooms of the undertaking parler in a rather simple but costly grey casket,
The army having peid for it, it does show that they do have some oonsideration
for the relatives of the dead. The dead woman lay in state as in any western
funeral parlor. Her casket was gurrounded with flowers, the gifts of friends,
exactly in the American mammer. She was dressed in a bleak, silk western dress
and her coiffure was arranged in western style of some twenty years ago. In
M,thamlyJapmutomhmthoMtMthoMnnfo]ﬂdomtho
Buddhist rosary, this being entwined in the fingers and the hands were folded
from left to right. I later asked the undertaker about this. He stated that
he had received specifis instructions from the Buddhist priests of the neighbor-
hood o fold the hands "wrong", This feature and the rosary were the two dis-
tinetive Japanese features. The rosary and folded hands lent a definite Roman
Catholic effect.
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The father and son then took seats near the body. The priest edvanced up
the aisle and went to the corpse and bowed low to it. Father and gon then rose and
bowed to the oorpse. They then went back to their seats. The priest bowed again
and oontinued to face the coffin. From the poocket of his sleeve he took & little
gilver bell and began the service by ringing it. The service began at3:12 P.M,
and ended at 4:48 P,M, Pirst he rang the bell onece, then after a pause, twice,
another pause, and then fourteen papid rings of the bell., This he repeated three
times. Eolnng the bell 17 times in eash series and T recall that any number
ending in 7 has %o do with mourning, This is just a guess on my part and Harry
didn't kmow, Then the priest began with his incantation of sutras. NHe began
in a very low voice to intone a rather monotonous chant, The volce would become
louder and then end on a very definite hiss. During this reecital, from memory,
lagting over an hour, the sutras were punoutuated with strokes of the bell. After
the first ten minutes the priest turned to face the father and son sitting there
in the frojnt row and begen to recite other sutrss with definitely different
sounds, After turning from the body, his volce became louder, The close of the
sutra was always marked with a very sibulent hissing sound,
The first repeated phrases ef_ the sutra over the corpse began in this way:

0 - on~de-wa=u=hi-wec-no-me

To-ma~shi-ra-gu

O-ya=ra-na=ke

= hiss
In each case the last syllable of the line was

heavily acecented. I do not Imow what the words mean, WNeither does Harry. I
mnmm-ujm.mm 80 I was told by a man better versed in
Japansse lore than Harry. After the recital of the sutras the priest delivered
a eulogy. I was able to follow some of the words, Although it went on for half
an hour, and was read by the priest from his own notes, the general gist of it
may be sunmed wup in a few words., I later checked with Harry on this. The priest
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said:

She came to America when she was young because she was & dutiful wife and
she followed her hugband, She was a good wife and mother. Yours is & hard burden
to be without one so blessed in this time of stress.

After the eulogy the priest bowed %o the ocorpse, then %o the twe witnesses.
He then went sway and was taken back to the camp. The witnesses, father and som,
had remained impessive during the serviee. As soon as the priest had gone, however,
the old man began to weep viclently, bowing to the eoffin as he did so, The son
began to weep also and after a while both turned away. They took the flowers with
them to the old man's convalescant home, being sareful to preserve the cards,
because as Harry says, each gift of flowers must be acknowledged., Harry is merely
going to send out ecards of thenks in the American way, Under normel circumstances,
he said, he should have given a small gift to his mother's close friemnds. The
mortician arranged to have the body brought te the erematorium., It would be
ocremmbted at the expense of the WCCA., Before the evacuation the Fresno Buddhist
Assoolation got together and bought a columbarium in a nearby cemetery. This
will be used for the preservation of ashes during the evacuation peried. I
was surprised that no picture was taken of the coffin with the relatives around
it, This is rather a Shinto practise but I know that the Japanese Christians also
do it to some extent, Haryy said that his family did not do that but that his
jinelaws were rather upset because he was ;:ot going to have a piecture taken, Harry
said that the people at Gila to somwe extent keep mementos of the dead, the
ancestral tablets, and even the ashes of the dead with their bulsudan or kimidana,
Hig in-laws keep the butsudan as I mentioned but the Osakas do not hold to the
Shinto practises. They do mot observe memorisl services and they have no regard
for the O<bone-dori, or all-Souls' Days. They do not observe the 49 day rule of
continence imposed on adherents of Shinto.
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We returned to camp after a short stop-over in Phoenix and a night's delay
in Los Angeles. Upon his return to the center Harry was greeted by his wife., He
walked up to her very gravely and bowed, shaking hands. Then he shook hands with
all theolder people and then the youngest,

Harry and I became good friends on our trip. He appreciates the fact that
I was able to travel with him, I $hink that Harry's gemeral social group is
most interesting and it is certainly ome of the most Nipponiged., I should new
have an entry inmto that group.

Harry congiders himself an American, He likes to be a Hisei. il would
not like %o go Japan and he does not like Kibei., These, he says, are stuck-up and
think that they are better than everyone else. Most Visei are all right,
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CASE HISTORY =- MARIKO Y.

The individual to be described here is a Nisei, at the present writing
age 18, fememle. The individual to be described here is typical in many respects
of thet group of Jespesnese American citizens known as Nisei. Théslife history
Sikirtlisp—daseriEas-hess- hns been elicited from a series of conversations with
the individual, who wes not aware during these conversations that the 1life his-
tory was under discussion. For this reason, not a great deel can be t0ld of the

femily background.

The individual is the third child by the father's second marriage. The

father ceme from a family of some means in Japan and was a chu-gakko or Middle

School graduate. Following his return from Army service, he had married a woman
in Jepan by whom he had had three children, ome of whom died.

young man, his first wife apparently died with the result that he decided to
emigrete to America. We arrived in California along about 1908 or 1910. He

spent three or four years in attempting to adjust himself to the needs of the

new country, trying his hand at farming, storekeeping, and the hotsl business.
After a time, he had made a considerable sum of wmoney through gambling. He de-
cided to send for his two children, both daughters, from Japan. His relatives

in Jepan elected to send him only the youngest, with the result that one daughter
came to California to join him. He felt the need of a wifs again in order to

take care of his young daughter, who at this time was seven years old. Accord-
ingly, in 1913 or 1914, he arrangsd for a "picture bride" from Japan. He mel

this woman in Sen Francisco, married her, and went to live in Modesto, California,
where he had rented a rooming house which he was running and in which he sponsored
a gembling room which provided him with the bulk of his income. The fact that-he
was concerned with gembling made him, from the standards of the Japanese in Cali-
fornia that existed at that time, a fairly wealthy men. He was, thus, able to
take care of his daughter and his new wife with some degree of comfort.

The first child by his new wife was = daughter, now age 21. The second,
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a son Noboru, age 20 at this writing, and the third, a daughter Mariko, the indi-
vidual in question who is now 18 years old. A year later, enother son was born.
After two years, during the pregnancy of his wife for the fifth time, he took the
whole family back with him to Japan. Here the fifth child and third daughter was
born. After six months in Jepen, the father returned to Modesto alone, leaving
the rest of the femily in the motherland. The father then, as he made money,
sent for each child individuslly. After three years, the eldest daughter of his
second wife, Miyako, returned to Californiam followed by the brother. Mariko, the
jndividual in question, however, remeined in Japan from the age of four until the
age of nine, returning to America with her mother and her younger brother after
five years. The daughter who was born in Japan, that is to say, the fifth child,
was not allowed to return to Celifornia. The reason for this was the fact thet
the Exclusion Act had been made law and, therefore, being an alien, the child was
not permitted to return to America. Before the mother left for California, she
srranged with her wealthy brother that he and his wife should adopt the child.
Apparently, this brother in the years that followed became very devoted to the
child, much to the resentment of her other brothers and sisters who sometimes
wished they had remained in Japan. This daughter, now about 14, was planning in
the last letter which they had from her to study medicine and was being encouraged
by her foster-parent, the uncle who had adopted her. After the mother had re-
turned with the two youngest children to Modesto, she gave birth to another son
Mamoru, now age 12, who has never been in Japan.

Meriko's first recollections are not of this country, but rather of Japan
where she went ms a very small child, and where she attended the first years of
primary school. She recalls that she had been dressed as an American child and
this caused considerable resentment smong her schoolmates when she went to school.

On her first dey st school et the age of 51, she had not, as yet, been provided

with & school uniform and had been dressed in a silk dress which had been brought

from the United Ststes. The other little girls were so outraged by her wearing
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apparel that they attacked her and tore her dress. She wept bitterly and re-
turned to her uncle's house where her mother and the rest of the family were
living, vowing that she would never ga to school again. The next day, she was

provided with a school uniform, but she says that she never had any friends at

this school after her first day there. In fact, she says she hated those little

girls and has hated 1little Jepanese girls ever since.

The family was living in the Shiba Park district of Tokyo during their
stay in Jepan., Wariko does not recall much of what heppensd during her first
years in Japan. She spoke no Fnglish during that time and started out to learn
how to read the Japanese alphebet and various characters. The course of instruc-
tion in the school mlso included elementary art work and sewing from the very
first. Even at this time, she says, the girls were subject to a military regimen.
In the schools which she attended in Tokyo, there wes no mixing with little boys.
She attended, primerily, private girls' schools which although owned and operated :
by the State required a smell tuition fee as against the schools for the poorer
people which requiréd no such fee. School was from early morning until quite
late in the afternoon. After school, she would run home quickly so that she
would not have to talk to any of the other little girls. There was one teacher
of whom she was exceptionally fond, =and she remembers thet when this woman was
transferred to another school, as often happens in Japan, she wept bitterly and
did not want to go back to that school ever after. After coming home from school,
she was obliged by her mother to do some studying end sewing, then dinner and bed.
This pattern was‘followed during all of her five years in Japan. It was perticu-
lerly difficult to elicit this information from the case in question. This girl
has never thought much of her life in Japan and hes only fleeting memories of it.

She remembers national holidays at which shouts of approvel and songs were
sung for various Japenese national heroes, and she remembers occasions as the

Emperor's birthday, which while not a holiday from the school was a day of consi-

derable festivity there, She remembers thet she hated the school uniform and the
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funny hat which she had to wear, and she recalls fighting with other little girls
on various occasions and pulling their pigteils.

Apparently, the family was not of a particulerly religious inclination.
Mariko recalls several visits to a Shinto temple or shrine with her mother. The
mother, apparently, was not Buddhist although the father was. None of the mem-
bers of the femily recall being made to attend any kind of religious service
while in residence in Japan. She snd her mother and her brother were the last
to leave. At the time of her depariure, she had apperently got to a point in
school where she was beginning to take an interest in her school matters and in
her classes. 5She was, thus, very reluctant to go back to America to see her
older sister and brother and her half-sister who was now nearly grown. Her uncle,
aunt, and mother shed bitter tears on parting, and the mother was also very re-
luctant to leave the daughter whom she had arranged to have the uncle adopt.
There is some recollection in the members of the family of the uncle's wishing
to adopt the son rather than the daughter, but the father in America refused ab-
solutely to have his son adopted. The uncle and aunt, therefare, altnough not
childless themselves, were willing to take the youngest daughter wno was iluen
about five years old. It was wiin some misgiving that Mariko reiurued to America.
She remembers that on the trip over in one of the Japsnese boats to San Francisco
she was sick most of the way and so has & very unpleasant recollection of the
voysge.

At the sge of nine, on returning to America, she was put in the primery
school in Modesto. She did not spesk any English and because she was so much
older, she felt very sad snd ashamed that she had to essociate with the younger
Caucesisn children. There were @ number of Japanese in the school who helped
her, snd by speaking English with her older brother and sister, she quickly was
advanced to the third grade. She does not remember any difficulty over learn-

ing to read end speak English. She, spparently, made =an sdjustment in the high

third grade at the agdof nine and was able to carry on from there, mixing more
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end more with Ceucasien children in the Modesto community.

The reason for the return of the whole family to America was the fact
that the father's business in Modesto had failed. Tt was necegsary for him to
go to some other town inasmuch as his gembling activities in Modesto were sus-
pect by the authorities. Since he haed & smell smount of money saved, it was
decided thgt he would go elsewhere and sttempt to open snother hotel. After
Mariko had lived about a year-and-m-half in Modesto, the family moved to Tracy
where the father rented a remshackle hotel building near the railroad yards, &
hotel which he attempted to make use of as = front for bootlegging activities.

He made whiskey and beer in the basement of the hotel building which he rented

in Tracy end, epparently, he managed with some degree of success. His plece of

business was several times raided by so-called "prohi®s" but he either had suf-
ficient political protection and wes thus forewarned or else he menaged to des-
troy the evidence in time. At any rate, he was never caught. Mariko remembers
the fear which her father instilled in her of the so-called "prohi's". Whenever
she or her brothers and sisters were playing ocutside, one of them would always
run into the house to tell the father if they saw a Caucasian wearing a business
suit coming enywhere near their property.

A year efter the femily returned from Japen, the sixth and last child was
born. The familybontinued to follow & Japanese pattern of social living, being
subject to the will of the father and the somewhat milder influence of the mother
for the next three years. Since they lived in the bad section of Tracy near the
reailroad yards, their pleymates end associates were poor Caucasian, Negro, and
Filipino children. Although they pleyed with these children, they weré forbidden
by their father from associating with Mexican children. The father, epparently,
had en unexpleined hatred for Mexicans. There were very few Jepanese in Tracy
and, thus, the family kept pretty much to itself, the father having business
associates among the Caucasians who visited there to buy liquor end en occasional

transicnt
visitor in the person of a twemekexmt Japanese who steyed at the hotel.
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There was no Buddhist Church in fracy, and since the father felt thst
some king of religious education was necessary, he elected to send the children
to a2 Christian Sunday School. They attended Sunday School in a Presbyterian
Church not too far from their home and were, thus, mede nominelly Christian.
They remsined nominslly Christian today although none of the family has been
baptised. The father, a Buddhist, and the mother, a Shintoist, never, as men-
tioned above, made much over religion. They seem to be contented that the chil-
dren be inculcated with some kind of religious doctrine and, so, were satisfied
on seeing them go to the Christian Sunday School,

The fifth son who had been with Mariko to Japan and was a year youager
than she died off typhoid fever when she was about twelve. Inasmuch es this
brother was her own specisl playmate, she wes extremely bereaved at his death.
She does not recall sny specific detmils about it although her sister mentioned
that the boy was §ick two weeks before a doctor was celled in and then it was
too late to seve his life. Since tﬁere weas neither = Buddhist or Shinto priest

in Tracy at this time, no religious service wes held at the funeral. An Ameri=-

can undertaker prepared the b$}, which was then cremated after the family alone

went to view it in the chapel and mourned over it. The father became somewhat
moroge after this and started to drink rather heavily, especially since prohibi-
tion hed been repealed and his source of income from bootlegging and gembling
had been virtuslly cut off. He was, thus, obliged to support his family through
the meager income which the hotel gave. The mother's health began to fail, and
it wes found after exsmination by a county physician that she was suffering from
an internel cencer.hdﬁﬂsmter
The eldest AgbRAWAAN, in the meantime, had been married off by the
father to an older Issei by the nesme of Hirose. This marriage was arranged;

beyond this, however, the femily does not recsll any of the extenuating circum-

stences. He did not allow any of the children to attend the marriage of their
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step-sister. The sister went to live with her husband in Berkeley, Californis,
after her marriage which followed the death of the next to the youngest sonm.
After this, the mother begen to suffer a greet deal from her disemse and was
no longer able to work about the hotel doing such work as cleaning the rooms end
making the beds. This work now fell upon Miyako and Meriko. Every day, after
school, they would have to come home end clean the house, prepare dinner for
their father, and do other tasks which he demandsd of them. They 2lso had to
take care of their mother who was lying sick in bed. After & year of suffering,
when Mariko was sbout fourteen, the mother died. Here, again, the body was pre-
pared for cremetion by an uhdertaker in Tracy and the whole family went alone
to the funersl parlor to see the mother lying in state for the lest time. The
father would permit 1little demonstration of grief; so, following the mother's
cremation and the interment of her ashes in a columbarium, the family returned
home to continue life &s before. The father became more morose thean ever and
left his children to run about more or less as they pleased. The result was
that the death of their mother constituted a turning point in the 1life of every
mamber of the family.

For a time, the sister from Berkeley c=zms to look after the fa

tivities of the younger children. At this time,

her domineering influence and a feud develop

going on ever since this occurrence. After a time, the
vand, and Mariko, now ig the sighth
aking away from the Japesnese cultural rest
had imposed upon the children and being free to accept = more Americanized type
of 1lifse. The next year, she entered high school and was, thus, able to break
away pretty much from the family restrictions. All of the children, in fact,
have, since the death of the mother, been successful ,in becoming assimilated and

are complkstely Anglo-Ameritan in cultural pattern, thus, rejecting Japsnese ways

es complately as they could. The degree of this Americanization will be touched
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upon later. Mariko wes now free to enter upon a socisl life of her own which has
been successful in molding her into what she is today.

Both Mariko and herlolder sister were now free of any influences which
might somewhet heve checked their tendencies to emphasize é fully social life.
The older sister, Miyako, however, was obliged because of her position as eldest
child to mct to some extent as the guardian of her two younger brothers and her
younger sister. To Miyako was intrusted the care of the hotel.' 5till in high
school, she was obliged to rise very early in the morning to prepare the roomus
for guests, to meke the beds, and to make breakfast for her father. After this,
she was free to go on to school. ﬁariko was not intrusted with such responsibi-
1lity and was, more or less, free except that she was more subject to the will of
her older sister in that she was obliged to render aid in the disposition of
various household tasks. Because there is only three years difference between
the two girls, Mariko has been extremely resentful of her older sister's attempts
to dominate her. The result is that the two have not gotten along and continu-
ally are at outs with one another, The youngest brother sides with the older
sister, while Mariko enlists the 2id of the brothér who is nearest to her own
age. A family dispute between these four has arisen over the period eof years
since the mother's death., In this dispute, the father has played, more or less,
a pacifying role, although the fact that he sides with the eldest sister has
been & cause of resentment of the other children.

Mariko is particularly attractive from the point of view of both Caucasian
and Japanese standards. The result is that her years in high school in Tracy

were happy ones for her. She was the center of attraction for all of the Japa-

nese boys &s yet unmarried in Trecy and she, furthermore, found some agsociates

in the Caucesian community. The father refused to permit either of the girls
to go out on dates, but this did not prevent Mariko from meking use of the high

school a8 & center for a full socisl life. Immediately upon the death of the

mother, both girls began to use cosmetics, to pay particuler attention to their
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appearance, and to attempt to dress somewhat flashily according to a "Hollywood"
pattern. The father, at first, gave vent to some mild objections, but these were
gquickly overcome. The result is thet throughout the years since the mother's
death and even today in the relocation center, both Mariko and her sister spend
considerable time in caring for their appearancs.

When Miyeko was in her last years of high school, she took = job in =
lepundry in order to have spending money and to help the family over its rather
impoverished period. Miysko soon persuaded Meriko to take =2 position in the
laundrf as well, end both girls worked there fore more tham = year. This made
it necessary for Mariko to go to work after school end often to work late at
night. Neither girl could, therefore, afford to devote much time to school
work. Both took such courses ms art and home ecomomics and did not specialize
with the idea of going on for higher education. At the seme time, Mariko con-
tinued to find her social life in the high school and was particularly keen on
the high school dances, an outlet which really provided her only contact with
boys. During these high school years she had several boyfriends, all of which
she considered very serious affeirs, Miyako, obliged to work at home and in
the leundry and to asttend school, had little time for social life. Upon Miyako's
graduation from high school in June of 1941, she went to San Francisco and ob-
teined employment as & domestic. She sent Lhe‘money ghe sarned to her father
and her brother so that he could prepere himself for the university. Both
Miyako snd her younger brother Noboru graduated together from the high school
at the seme time. Noboru went on to study engineering at the University of
California and was given financisl help by his older sister., To M=sriko then
fell ell the tasks which her sistef left. She was obliged to look after the

hotel end to take care of her tather andher younger brother. Sne was then en-

tering her junior year in nigh school.

Her first serious affair with another Japanese boy took place at this

time, and she would often go out on detes with him, going te Stockton and to
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Livermore in his car to shows, pretending to her father that she was working in

the laundry when she went out on such dates. The boy in question was a Nisei of
ebout 22, who was working in a defense plant in Tracy. He had graduated from
Livermore High School aznd now, becsuse he was independant, he had managed to own
his own car. This, seys Mariko, was what mede him particularly attractive to
nher. After going to & show and, perhaps, stopping by for some refreshment after-
ward, Mariko and her boyfriend would drive out somewhere in the country to park.
She says that she went out with this boy, her first really ardent admirer, on
"necking parties" without actually reeslizing what she was doing. At this time,
she had a rather naive view of men and of the relstionships between the sexes
generally. She suddenly discovered that her boyfriend desired morgof her than she
was prepered to give. Tremendously shocked, she rushed home and for days was ufl-
gble to talk to anyone. She attempted to telk to Miyeko on one of the latter's
vigite from San Francisco sbout this, but she was only scolded for being a silly
1ittle fool. Miyako, now that she worked in San Francisco, considered herself
quite sophisticated. Meriko, at any rate, broke of f with this boy and reverted
back to her high school associates.

Because of the fact that she was working and dating with other boys, her
grades suffered considersbly, end she barely managed to pass from semester to
semester. Her father was resentful of the fact that both she and Miyako were
obliged to spend so many hours a day in the high gchool. He did not believe
thet educetion was desirable for his daughters although he was firmly convinced
that his elder son should go on to the university.

During these high school years, the father was not well. He, too, had
contrected an intestinal cancer, with the result that he was continually obliged
to seek medical advice, thus causing further drain on the femily finances. Mari-
ko was not left alone for very long to menage the family‘'s domestic matters.
Shortly after December 7, 1941, her sister, restricted by travel end curfew regu-

lations, returned home to Tracy to menage once again the family affairs. During




Page 11 == Spencer

fall of 1941, Wariko had met the son of a neighboring femily, a Chinese by

name of Weng. This Chinese boy was a graduste of Columbia University. He
had been married and divorced, end when lMariko met him, he was menaging a Chinese
lottery in Sen Francisco. At that time, from sll reports, he must have been
sbout 28 years old. Mariko's father approved of him since he knew him to be
well educated and to have a good deal of money. He did not discourage either
Mariko or Miyako from seeing this Chinese boy since he considered any association
which might arise as being purely of s friendly nature. This Chinese made a
play for Miyako, but he was rebuffed. He them turned his attention to Marike
with the result that she was considerably taken. On seversl occasions-he took
her to dinner in San Francisco and would take her out on dates after December 7
in defiance of the curfew law. He, in taking her enywhere, let it be known thet
she was Chinese, Beyond suggestive conversation, Weng never in eny way forced
himself upon Mariko. She, therefore, considered him very gentlemenly snd highly
desirable. She had! during her high school course, expressed an interest in
studying to be a beautician. Weng, having considerable money, put three hundred
dollars in the bank for her so that she could go on to realize her ambitions.
This money is still in the benk in her nsme and Wang adds to it from time to
time.

Meriko, at the present writing, wants to use this money to resettle and
to go to some Eastern college to study cosmetology. Her father does not know
that this money is in her nsme, and she is very reluctant to tell him about it.
Her brothers and sisters have objected strenuously to her allowing Weng to put
this money in her neme and accuse him of underhended motives. Mariko, however,
refuses to listen to them and ﬁer affection for Wang remains steadfast. How-
ever, she says, just as a friend.

Following December 7, the father was very ill and continued to suffer
from his disease, with the result thet he needed constant care and attention.

Roth daughters were obliged to look after him continually and although Mariko
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continued in high school, her social life outside of the school was, up until the
time of evacuation, pretty much limited to Weng. In April, the notice for evacu-
ation eppeared. Up until this time, the family could never believe that evacua-
tion would be & reslity or even that the curfew or travel restrictions would be
seriously enforced. It was with terrific shock that they first heard about the
need for evecuation, and the end result was that a rather severpeconomicel set-
back faced the family since they had mede no preparation for departure. The owner
of the building which they had rented for several yesrs as a hotel refused to
cooperate with them. The building hed been unfurnished and the family had bought
all of the furnishings for each room. These they left, and they have been tzken
over by the owner of the building. The family does not expect to return to. Tracy
with the result that they have taken all their personel belongingswith them to
the relocation center. Electrical fixtures, furniture, and electric ice-box,

ichine, and other conveniences were left behind at the hotel when they
evacuated. No errangement was made with the owner of the building for Storing
them or for selling them. The father had owned a Ford car which he sold, =and
when he drew his last one hundred-odd dollars from the Tracy bank, the family
gevered their ties completely with the téwn of Tracy and with California. No
real property had been owned by the femily.

Varike was tremendously upset by.the call for evacuation. She was fearful
of losing her friend Weng, who had gueranteed her her future, and she regreted
bitterly having to leave her high school friends and the position which 'she oc-
cupied in the Tracy High School as a popular low senior. The femily was evacuated
to the Turlock Assembly Center. Mariko had not completed her low senior semester

but the school suthorities gave her credit as having completed it, She was, there-

fore, obliged to plan on one more semester of high school before graduation. TFe=-

cilities for this were not availsble in the Turlock Assembly Center, with the re-

; : "
sult that she took a job as salesgirl in the Turlock canteen. At this time, she

2 ol R ur} 1 4 . i
wes going with a boy from Trecy High School, who took her to dances in the center
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and who provided her with an entrance into & round of soci

her quite happy. Comming back, however, into the Turlock

was thrown into contact again with Japanese. Although she had been acquainted
with most of the Japenese femilies in Tracy, she had always pleyed around with
the children and had nbt concerned herss ith their Issel parents. 0Of course,
2t home she had always spoke Japenese with her father and with the Issei frieand
who lived with the father and who was considered to be a member of the family.
This old man, oddly enough, a Japanese ba had been living in ths hotel far

odd jobs t} i rder ) earn his living.
ted with the family as a member he family. The fact that
to these two old men did not

they however, the father again became very
devoted most of his time %o poker playing snd would occasionally have a group of

his friends into his barrack at Turlock for a Both Miysko and Mariko were

obliged to speak Japenese, to bow, and io prepare tea for these old men, and to

fully in =sccord with the Japanese cultural patterm. They both
resentment over this since they had not been obliged

follow this pattern since they were small. Other thm this ressntment, the

situation for Mariko was too novel a one to cause particular unhappiness.

At times, she says she wished she could go to San neisco or to Stockton for =
’ 3 g

o

visit, to see a movie, or to go shopping, but she was never particularly concerned

with these wishes inasmuch &s the well organized recreational program in the

assembly center offered her considerable of = gocial outlet.

After = month in the assembly center, she Hroke up with the boy from Tracy

she was
since bacause/attractivq}ﬁnﬂ other boys courted her. She then met a boy of 21

fortunate enough to secure in her own words the

by the nzme of Tomio. I was

story of her affeir with Tomio. Her description of the affair follows hare:




"It was one Sunday in the Turlock Assembly Center, &t the Y.P. Fellowship;

Had folk dancinge. I was there with enother fellow, not Tomio., T danced with

S

Tomio, the Virginia Reel. He arranged it so he can become my partner. He was
aware of me end I wes aware of him for some time. I didn®*t know he was aware of
me; I found out later., We danced and had & swell time.

"Before this happened, I used to work in the mess halls T met = girl who
knew me from my home town. T amsked her if she can srrange it so I can meel hime
and she said surely. She asked me to come over that certain morning because he
usually is there at that time, I was there that morning. (Monday) Mondey morning
after the night of the dance. I met him.

"Perry is the neme of the girl who introduced us. About a day or two
pessed. Tomio came to the cantpen where I was working, T am now workiag in the
canteen, I quit the mess hall. He came around the canteen and asked for = date
to @ Vaudville show. So with another fellow and Terry, Tomio and I went to the
Veudville shows I think thet was Wednesday night. The Vaudville was our first

official date. After that I had meny dates with him. And during the first of

(=]

g

the weck, he talked a lot of himself and his girls and he told me how he used 1o
date this girl end that girl. WNaturally I didn®t like anything like that., No
girl would like thef. e told me how he had his way, etc. He asked if I Tiked
him. T seid yese I liked him. I didn*t say much to him; T listened to him
intentively. I used to have luach with him all the time.

"o msked me if T still felt the same about him; that T still loved him.
He told me T wes infetuested that I'11 change later. - Ever since we met, we dis-
cussed sbout this end that; sbout our love. Whether or not T liked him. T
can®t remember so muche

"inyhow we went around from the time I met himj from Juns 1st until he
ned to evacuste with the first voluntary group for Arizona. He left Turlock
July 16th, Well, my sister and brother didn®t have any objections to my going

around with Tomio, but my father objected because 0ld Isseis don't like the
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jdea of holding hands in public, making kisé faces. I told him I wasn't going
out with a rough nsck.

"One afternoon, in my barrack, my father found Tomio end me kissing, but
he didn't bring up the matter in Tomio's presence; however later on he gave me
holy, holy, holy. That was asbout all that hesppened; thet was about the worst in
Turlock. I

"During July 18 until August 14 we corresponded and he used to write to me
about the average of one letter a day, and when T arrived here August 16th
Tomio met me &nd naturzslly we went around togefher again. After = week we de-
cided to bresk up; not that I didn*t like him but because he didn't seem to have
changed very much. I expected him to be changed & lot from the way he wrote his
letters. I wanted to bresk up because I was diseppointed in him; he didn't change
very much. He came to the conclusion that I didn't like him because of my sudden
decision to preak up. He seems to be fickle. He said there's nothing he cen do
4to show that he loved me. He said he really loved me. T told him I didn*t be-
lieve. He said if that wes the way I wanted it it was okey with me.

"Anyhow he said he*d meke = date with me Saturdey to the dence and he asked
me to think it over, whether I loved him or not. Well, we met Saturday nighta
We went to the dance Saturday night.

"o began 2ll over again because I guess that's really the way I wanted it.
Then T moved to this camp; cemp 2, end Tomio was working in this camp. He was in
the Housing Depsmrtment. He used to commute to this camp from Camp l.

"Anyway, we used to have lunch together and I*d slways ask if he was coming

to this cemp; to move into this camp; Camp #2. A few days later my wish ceme true.

He ceme to this cemp, moved in. And we went around together from the time we came
to this ceamp.
"We broke up before Christmas. When he was here between December we dis-

cussed sbout breaking up several times because we didn't believe in sath other.

T didn't believe he loved me. His ideas amre different from mine. We telked about
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marriage and we used to attend marriage problem, and we intended to get married

about five years from now.

"ve came down to the point whether we like this person or not. T more or
less studied him end ceme to the conelusion that his love wasn't exactly sound.
Becsuse he was fickle and he'd sort of pay attention to other girls and also he
seemed to me he wanted to go out with other girls. T felt that he wanted to go
eround with other girls instead of being tied up with me. That's why we broke up.

"He insisted that he loved me, but I still insisted that he didn't love me.
He didn't try to fight back that he loved me, like mosi boys doj he did to some
extent, but not like some other boys might if they were in love."

Meriko says that the affeir which she describes above was the most important
one whicn she had ever experienced and that sne went around with Tomio more than
any other men. She broke up with him, she says, beceause "he was such a wolf."

In August, the femily ceme from Turlock te Gila eand lived for a while with
the Turlock group in Canal Camp. They had been assigned quarters in the school
block in Canel snd with the opening up of the Butte Camp, those living in the
school block were asked to go live in Butte. The family, therefore, moved into
Butte and heve been settled there ever since. The four younger children including
Miyeko shared an apartment with the father and with the old man to whom they never
speak and to whom they refer secretly mmong themselves ms the "grey ghost."

Mariko, &s she mentions sbove, wes most concerned with Tomio. He was the
center of her life from August to December, the orbit eround which her whole social
attention wes centered. During the summer months, Mariko took = job in the Mess
Operations Department since she had 1earned both shorthand and typing in high
school and was sble to quelify es a clerk., She worked for most of that time ex-
cept for one week when she was stricken down with velley fever. The fever and the
hest made her hate Gile and she has never been as happy here as she was at Turlock.
she could not have stood it, according to her edmission, if it were not for Tomic.

In October, the high school got underway, and she enrolled for her senior years
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At this seme time, her father hed become so ill that he was teken to the hospital
end has not been able to be up for several months. He is, in fact, expected to

die shortly because of his sickness. This leaves the femily more or less under

the leadership of Miyeko. The eldest brother is anxious to get out to school and
will do so shortly. The two girls, however, are obliged to remain here as long as
the father is in so criticel a condition. Meriko, when she broke with Tomio, some-
what lost out in the sociel circle in which he moved, and for the past two months,
she has been attempting to adjust herself in a new circle of friends. Since
breaking up with Tomio, any attraction that the Gile Relocation Center might have
hed for her is gone. Recently, she graduated from high school and is now free to
go out for resettlement except that she is obliged to remein because of her father.
The result is that she has become most mal-adjusted. She is anxious to go to
Chicego to enter & besuty school and to make use of the funds which were given to
her by Weng. Her sister and brother alike say thet this would be not only dis-
honest, but that she would be plecing herself in debt to what they believed to be
g rether unscrupulous Chinese, Mariko's reletions with her sister have, therefore,
become the more streined, and she mccuses her sister of attempting to hold her

down and to prevent her from going out to live her own 1life. Of courses, in order
to go out, she would have to get the permission of her father, who is entirely

ignorent of her situstion. The father is still demanding of cemplete obedience

from his children, and it is most unlikely that he would permit the girl to re-

settle in view of the fact that she is only eighteen and quite irresponsible.
Mariko realizes that she will have to wait before her father dies before

she can resettle, and this conclusion is of a considereble blow to her. The

father's situation is sufficiently criticel thet Vrs. Hirose, Mariko's half-sister,

ceme from Topez with her son in order to see the father before he died. Since

that time, the father hes rellied somewhaet, and it seems unlikely that his death

will occur in the immediaste future. In the meantime, each dey is hard on Mariko,

who plans and hopes to go to Chicego. It is the only subject of conversation on
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which she is at &ll coherent, and it is her only interest at the moment. If any-

one, whether it be a stranger or one of her brothers or her sister, mentions to
her the difficulties involved in the present situation, she will burst into tears.
She is becoming more end more mal-adjusted in this center snd her problem contin-
ues to be difficult. Apparently, it cen only be solved by the death of her father
something for which she is almost eagerly waiting. Tt will be significant to
follow up the adjustment mede by this girl and to note how she manages to fare in
the relocation center and, if she is successful, in resettlement. Her plans mey
be considered to be.actuelly wild and of & purely impractical nature. She is
addicted to day-dreeaming and thinking about her future in the Middle West. Al-
though her sister has suggested that she work in the camouflage factory so as to
ssve enough money to go out, she is reluctant to do so inasmuch as she feels thet
she can depend on her friend Weng. Now that she has recently gradusted from the
high school, she may be obliged to work in the camouflage factory if only to
peace with her sister. The family relstions are considerably strained, but
Kariko seems to be the only member of the family who might be considered mel-
edjusted.

It is & bit difficult to elicit a full life story on this girl because of
her rather vague memory of the things that happenéd to her., There seems little
doubt, however, that her life was marked by the significant change which took
place after the death of her mother. It is doubtful that her life would have been
very different had evsuouation not taken place. Then, as now, she gave evidence
of the desire to break mway from what she considers to be the attempts at domina-
tion by her sister. After the father dies, it will be of interest to note the

circumstences in which each member of the family will find himself.




