BLOCK SURVEY = plock 64

MTre pikida; Resldent of plk 64
MTe Je Sakoda
MTe Spencer

Pistbr? of Resettlement
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1et's begln with the pilstory of the Resettlement in Block 64.

on getober 21 of last year, about forty evacuees from 21 gamp
moved into plock 64. 1108t of these forty people were orew members
of the gamp /1 who volunteered to work in the yess #64 in order to
provide for the volunteers from Tulare “ssembly Center number in
290+ pBlook manager, 1rs Sakae porodomi was the leader of the
group who came from gamp #le In other words, out of 500 people

of the first group, the firgt 2560 were assigned to plock 64 and
the next 250 people were assigned to plook 57,

pue to lagk of mess hall faeillitles, mre. porodomi tells of many
difficulties encountecred in regard to water, food and equipmentse
For example, water had to brought in from Camp #1 daily.

liere the washroom faoilities in operation,

No, it waa‘not in operation until about ten days later. also around

that time, valley fever and diarrhea cases increased and made
it rather diffiocult.

plock 64 at that time was the center of all activities.

Do you know how mess orew and the chief cook were appointed,

rThey were appointed in Camp #1 and came here.

pid the chief cook retaln the position very long,

ve hhald the position for sbout two to three months. mwe is a xibel
of twenty=-seven years old, who was a mess cook in the ys g5« ATmY

but was discharged at the outbreak of the war because he was a kibei,

What were the living quarters like, pou were the division of the
room to a family made (made)when they first came?

It was very orowded and many familles had to @ouble up in a rooms

But as soon as other barracks were set up, ready to take people

in, they made thelr own adjustments, tThis, however was not permitted

until sbout two monthse 'later, ,At present, there are 270 peo.le
in tlls blook.

These people were from the Turlock #ssembly Center,
Forty from Turlock and 250 from mulare.

The two hundred fifty from the Tulare were the advanced group who
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came t0 bulld up for the coming peoples What capacity were they
engaged "

pyany were connected with the warehouses, such as distribution
of mess supplies, beddings, bag age, etec.

when did the population become stable lan the block,
aAbout two months laters I think 1t was sometime in netober, 1942,

A8 t'e bloeck began to function as units, stoves were distributed

in these blocks in the latter part of December, isntt that right,
pefore that time you had considerable cold weathers what were the

runors and fears that were spreading about the block in regard

to pcople,

sueh rumors, partleularly the ones coming from older people
made it diffuclt as the councilman d4nd block managers were
eriticized as being incapable of negotiating with the adminls-
tration,

When (id the linoelum come in,
Linoleum came in parch 31 until May 2.

pid you have your linoleum laid for you or were they laid for
you,

The assigned orew lald them for each apartment,

when did the partitioning vegan,

the
partitioning began around/first part of 1945 or the latter part
of 1942,

gtas nice how they partition 4 in a family rooms as well as
6 in a fanily rooms, Tn Tule yake, they only partition 6 in a family
TO0NSe

ranily ¥istribution in the Slock 64 (Also see Appendix)

Sy

H:

liould you say that in most cases, with thc exception of the slngle
ments dormitory, that the families remained in tact,

ves, they were in tacte when the partitioning began, matters of
two in a family living with another eouple were soon solved and
gettleds T don't know of any case where the two different families
are living in the same apartment with the exdeption of few speclal
cases where a single man staying with another family and a couple
staying with another familye.

pefinition of Kibel

S8

what is your definition of klbei,?
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Not one who has been in Japan one or two years, but one who has
gone through grommar school and middle schools Also the family
background has lots to do with kibeiy and the culture they have
attained.

83 %hat brings up the point of bloek aetivity which adds in identf-
fying a typiocal niseil or kibei.

moving In and out of Llock of the family
St Were there any famlllies moving out of the Lloek,

H: Yes, there was one cases Hev, Jzuml, 30 years old, a kibel
Christlian pastors #“eansons for his moving out are as followsg

le 10cnte himself nearer to the churchs
2+ (personal opinion) pid not have very many friends in this bloeck,
S+ yils educational background and being a young married couple
he had 1little friends who shared his interests, and of his
level.

Many yo.ng couples have difficulty adjustlngs themselves i1f the
block has too many yssels and their young children. 7Tt is very
rare for a yisei couples to make ad justments with the lsseis.

vyou then had very little movement from this blookg

Yes, very few, About a week ago, there was a gradual movement
in the next door. The family conslsted of five children with
no parentas.

le brother = resettled in Cinn,, ohlo

&2s brother « volunteered

Je brother -« only one left in the projeot so moved in with his other
friends in another block

4, sister - resettled

Oes sister - resettled

in thelir place, a man of 55 by the name yakashima moved in. pe
is a very ardent Christian and could not get along in plock #5635
where Buddhist group predominated,

g3 What would say 1s the approximate ration of Duddhist and Christian
in this blockp

W: I would say about 4 Buddhists to 1 ghrigtian,
Bloek Personnel
Sy Who is the block manager?
MT+ “akae Morodomi is the blook manager. e is formerly from

concord, Yalifornia, hear Derkeley. pHe was evacuated to Turlock
Assembly “enters pe is 56 years old, Issei, Duddhlst, and is a

widowers He lives with hig Married son and two unmarried daughterss
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pe was a former president of the Japancse Assoclation. pe was
not interned. pe was appointed by Mre. penderson, former head
of the rousing Department and has bgen the bloek manager since
the initial settlement, pe gets along very well with the people,
approved by the adminigtration staff and gives equal considera=
tion to all people, whether thoy come from Turlock or from Tulare.
me is very well received and has great abllity of getting along
with peoples 7Te probably obtained thls experience through
being the president of the assoelatlion and where he learned to
use tact in handling peoples As for my personal opinion, he
lacks one thing =and that i1s, he lacks aggressiveness.

who is the asslstant block managersg

pe is a young nisel boy, 28 years old, aplbert vamamoto. #ltho

he ies a nisei, he gets along well with Teselewvery different from
the typleal nisels pe is very quiet, hard worklng, speaks

gapanese falrly well and does things that yssei would conslder
propers

Is he married,

pe is still a single man, and lives with his parents and sisters
and brothers.

po brothers and sisters act different from thls boygp

yess me is the eldest. The rest of the brothers and sisters
act like a typloal nisel.

pocs he go danelng?
pe isntt that kind of fellows

pe must be very submiesive type, satisfied with very little which
is consldered a perfeot type by the yssel,

A8 far as block manager personnel is concerned, it 1ls a very good
tombination,

Aside from mess personnel, block manager personne, how about
other personnels = do you have Janitorsg

we used to have two couples take care of washing room and washrooms
but one man and a woman 1s now assigméd, on same work two couples
formerly did. This was necessary as they cut éown number of
workers in all departments.

The were all Issels?

Yese

For what purposes is your ironing room being used?

Tor the extension of mess halls %hey used it for vegetable store
OO0

row many members are there in the mess hallp
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About shirtye-six, Mess hall orew were originally made up of
Turlock volunteers but was gradually taken over by the Tulare
£roup.

gow about the chiel cookyp

Tulare,

pow many changes did you have for chief cook?

Threae

What has happened to your original *urlock mess hall orew?

dhe flrst five or six months, we have had no trouble but now,
we arc having conslderable troubles.

po you find that “urlock people tended to band together to the
exclusion of %ulare people?

It i5 not eaused so much by sectional feellns but more or less
by personal grievantess

Many of these mes:s people seem to We Very cliquishe Do you
find that to be true in yo>u: mess hallg

No, not very muche

Does Turlock people stay in the block after they quit thelr
méss hall worke

I think they have moved out because most of these people were
singlemeny and they they get another mess hall work, they would
move into that blocke

Do you kiow if they have gone back to Camp #1%

No, because it is forbidden to move back to gamp #1 which 1s
overcrowded.

onecé having volunteered to come here, they had to stay heres
What are some of the cause of frietion}

wain friection in themess hall is that wife of the supervisor
uses her authority when she has no right to do so. she gets 80
bossy that workers become rebellious toward the supervisor and
quit.

Has there been a desire on the pedple to get mess hall Jobg

At the beginnins, eve yone was fighting for the mess ha 1 jobss
Mow, they say they rather work in some other block's mess

hall in order to stay away from troubles.

Has there been object on the type of menu you serve? Does that
have anything to do wit! ousting of supervisor or cooks?

no, not in this block.
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In block 754, the cooks tend to cook almost everythins in ashoyus

As far as menu 1s concerned, there 1s no eriticism against cooks
or supervisor but we do have personcl feellng agalnst a crew
and have been forced to resign, but not ousted.

dhey would resign because of pressure agalnst the block super-
visor. Are-the menu satlsfactory? Are there emphasis on
Japanese type of ceooking?

vyes, greatly on the Japanese type >f cooking.

There 15 a good deal of givalry between two crews. on one crew
the supervisor is the chief cook, and on other crew, t e chelf
cook is the heads one of the worker in the erew wiih whieh
supervisor does nol take part, happened to serve two teaspoon=
fuls of sugar at a Lreakfast for coffees This was wéloomed
by the people but made th: other erew very unpopulare The
following day, the wife of the supervisor called down on this
young man and inquired why he had served two teaspoonfuls
of sugar when he¢ was instructed to serve only onee tThis was
the cause of the friction, as the Loy arew very angry and

sald "you have no authority to tell me what to doen

at the time of the openingof the eamouflage, tiey wanted to get
the Is el into th: mess hall and get the youn people out of
ite 7Is that true in this bloecke What was the reaction in this

bloecke

They were v ry strongly against ite They wer not an organized
objection but one of the arguments was that even 1f such step

was taken, no one would go into camouflage. <They were originally
against the camouflage net factory.

wastthat noted in this blocks

ves, they argued, "why do they pick only on the mess hall divisiong
what about the office stafl, the farers, thc warehouses, etcew

what type of people work in this block's mess halle Are they
moatly Tssels~

Relntionship between Niseis and 4sseis in the mess hall orew were
pretty sharp at the beginning. when the lssed women, mostly
waltfdresses began to work in the mess hall to replacec nlsel,
there were many feelings agalnst each othere gsome of the com=
plaints T heard against the nisel vere that uisel werc not very
competent, and would earry no responsibilitye uhen inquired
further to this question, they stated that nisel would rest
whenever it pleased them and would walk of, if there should

be a movie or dancing golng on thot evening whthout completing
thelr assigned taske 7T understand that the mess crew held a
meetins one night in regard to this question and put up the
questlon quite stronsly agalnst the wisel and since then, the
relationshlip has improved.

!
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ihat are the different types of mess hall workers, and the type
of worke

cooking and dishwashing is donemostly by Issel, predominantly
singlemens Most of the kibels are cook?s helper and some are
dishwashers,

Uould you give approximation of number of of nisel,kivel, ana
issei in the mess hall erewy

I would sey about 60¢ issei, and about 204 eaoh or nisei and
kibels The nisei that work in the mess halls are more of the
Japanese type so they get along well with the issel and kibvel,

What would you say is the approximation of the percentage of
kibel anc nisei in this blooksy

About 604 issel and 40¢ nisei.
Does mess supervisor enjoy any particular privilegess

He sita with the block'manveer at the bloek council meetin:. The
first supervisor was a kibei, and thesecond and third were
issei,

counclilman, who up to this time, has been a nisel, 1 suppose?

Not exactly a niseis He i° a ecitizen-igsel who has served

in the world wari, an ex-gerviceman, yr. ymeda. plection was

held sometime on the latter part of Qetoper or November, There
were three candidates, namnes, Mre yUmeda, 47, ur, Miyamoto (nawalian
born, 40), and prnest Twasaki, nisei. wre pmeda waseelected on
an one-clded scores pHe ot most of the votes e has had more
assoeiatlion with the bloek people prier to election, Leing an
issel, who speaks yapancse wells There was another group

backlng up Mre Iwasaki pretty strongly but Me did not et it

Was therc any difference in the group that backed Mre Iwasaki
and Mre Tmeda? on what basis were they separateds

N“ 80 much against the ganaidates themselves but somewhat strong
reactlion was shown toward people supporting the candidates.

lMore same leanized people were supporting ITwasaki while more
Japalesed people s:ppeTried ymeca, MI's Umeda seemed to have most
of the Tulare people's sup 0rte It seems that duiring pre-cvae
cuatlon da{s. the group supporting ywasaki and ymeéa had some

sort of frietion,

0f course, Mr. Iwasarxi did not aceept candidacy at the beginning
but some of the supporters of the Iwasaki persuaded him to
become a ocandidate, These people went around asked for his
support.

who were Iwasaklts constituent as ppposed to ymedat:-p of whonm
were they compri-eds
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vere there any feud prior to evacuation or sectional reasonse
I think it is of economic reasons. oOne party came from the
same town as Mr, ymeda who has not been well off in prior days
of evaucatlon and had begrudged him. Iwasaki was vietim of
circunstances.
was there issel and nisel votes
I think issei were supporting ymeda and nisel supported Iwasaki.
Fas y»re ymeda been attending meeting regularly?
Mo, but be 1s a man of good character, easy to get along with,
and likes people. He also lacks aggression and leadership.
Whenever problem rises and brought for discussion by some
group with pressure, he does not have the ability to solve it.
pOw about his abllity to handle Lnplish?
Not very goods

Then he is very weak on council floors

I dont't think he is very strongs Altho T have never attended
the meeting, he could not be very strong due to his speechs

plock Couneil, how is ite

There seems to be a majority and minority differences carried
over from day- before relogation to Cila. Funny part iz that
there 19 a definite break geographicelly and psychologicallys
on barracks #1 to seven, the residents are from gsenta Barbara,
oxnard region and vere unlted strongly from the Tulare days,
which constitutes the majoritys on barracks § 8 to 14, the
residents are from various places as 1Los angeles, 10mpoc, San
¥rancisco, eto, and constlitutes the minority group.

who constitutes the counciley

Bach councilman is a representative of each barrack, the block
manager and the mess BUpervisor.

pow are the councilman selectede
Usually a group of men of the same barrack would be gathered
and during discussion would pilek a man whom they think would
qualify for the pesitlon. when the rest agrees, they would call
on the approved man, end would have him acecept the posltion.
Are they mostly Isslpq

-

Yes.




Thatvs how issel galn control. The counclil itself has no powers
That group elects the chalrman, and who is he?

ure. xono of Santa Barbara,

s funetion is to direct the meeting of the councile po they
have a secretary?

No, because minutes are not kepte If 1t is necessary to do 80,
the blook manager usually acts as secretary.

what are some of the exaot ilssues that has come up to the bloek
couneil?

Usually whon any nev adninistrative announccment or request comes
from block manager or councilman, they take up the matter

and discuss ite 7Tf they caunot decide it for themselves, they
would bring it up to the block mass meeting and ask for their
reactions. Any mess hall probleas or bloeck problems are taken
up by the bloeck couneil,

PO they meet regularly?

All other blocks are meeting once a week regularly but in this
block, they usually meet once every two week.

For examplae, you have a proposal of camouflage net factory. T
gather from your previous remark there was a opposition o the
net factorye Is that advised by the block couneil?

NO, the matter was brought up direotly to the mass meceting instead
of discussing at the council,

pid the co nell take a stand at the registration of men and
women? Significant 1issue which affects everyone is taken up
at the block mass meetings

ves, and insignifiocant matters are discussed by the blook ocuncil
meeting,

Block Activitles

] 4

In relationship to block activities, who hah an elalorate plan
or anized for the formulation of the activity within the bloek?
prow did you organize that plane

A8 far as 1sselts activities are concerned, 1t wa: functloned

throu district and not through © the blocke we held two

leoctures, and one movie. 4dach dlstriet comprises of five or

siX blockse plock 64 is a membor of the Liatriot #6¢ (ommunity
Activity Services dls not reraive very good aupport from the

Block 64 because such intellectual activities as organized by the
cAs d1d not suit so well to the resident of this bloeck who are
mostly hard working famers, They do not appreciate these thlngs,

They are predominantly rural people,
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CAs performed one sanitatlon lecture, and a jJuvenile delinquency
lecture and placed great effort in putting it over but the rese
ponse was not very goods Deliclous meal was cooked for them but
they did not know how to eat it,

voung people had also organized a block activity but it ddd not
go over welles To date, they had three or four dance practices
in the laundry roomes They were refused to use the mess hall
for dencing party purposes by the supervisors The 64 recrea=
tional hall is oeccupled by the ynternal security Department.

There i1s a great deal of resistance to allow theuse of messhall
for soeclal purposess 7Tt 1s almost may be sald a poliey.

He 1s willing to et people use it for ewerything aside from
dance partys e 1s against the idea of daneing.

Is there any opposition or resentment of the use of recreation
hall by the tnternal security Yepartment?

N9« They think 1t cannot be helped,
Does people prefer to seek activitles in the olock or as communitys
In the communitye.

Then the block is not too well solitified.

We had a pretty good Christmas party and a New fear party tut
others did not go overs I try to brins up some social aotivities
from time to time but people are Just not interested at all.
There are always three or four issel who object against social.

Is the objeetlon on the part of wholesale or small parte
on the smell part but others do not take interest.
Does the objeet come from any particular groupe

No, it ig not in any seotional groups Majority of the people

in this bloek probably had limited soecial life prior to evacuation
and are not interested in association with the people only

within their own groupe When proposal was made for Ymes and wew
Year party, there we e some opposition, argulng »why spend so muchw
and were not very agreeable when they had to contribute their
partss It is purely pre-evacuation background.

you have a gHaiku glub on this project. pow many people take part
in this Blub’ from this blocks

very few, pgyself and two other friends who were also formerly
of eitye

There is no rivarly in the block concept?

NO.
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4here 1s then a maintenance of pre-evacuation ties. That is
¢learly deaonstrated. Do you find much interest in such games

as "go"®

No, not very mueh in ego" but many in "shogiv.

1t is indicative or rural state,

one of the coumon shame of the blick ls the after-meal gossip or
talke Ten to fiftecn issel group would git down in front of
someonts poreh after meal and Would discuss the various current
events of the world as well as of theprojects

what do they talk about mostly?

About the war mainly.

Wwhat sort of people get together to talke?

wot exaetly a leaders While returning from meal, they would have
a gpontaneous gathering and ypu would find one or tow person

who would lead into various dlscussione passer-by who 1s interested
in the subjeoct would stop, listen, then adds his worth in the

discussions Then this would go on and on, each expression their
point of view,

A@ain, do you find division of bloeck?
HOe
po you find very many single men ectlvitles?

Ho, not very much gambling &n this blocke But we do have pretty
good nu ber of them.

No gathering of prostitution?

Wo, do they have such things in this project?

ves, we have had one or two places, What are the outstanding
toples of this after-meal talksy

Among those are ones who are always quoting resentment acainst
camouflage or reglstrutions

was that attitude in gcneral?y

In general but usually among the same groups This after-mneal
talk had a psychological effeet - a man who has litile better
knowledge than the group on some subjeot would helplessly lead
the people into dlscussion and the people with same interest
would neturally become 'nterested in the conversation and would
express his opinlon.

1= there interest in reading pmerican papers as agalnst the
Roecky wippo and golorado Times?
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Anong thoge who gather aftc®emeal talk are readers of Japanesc
newspaperss You can eount persons who reads amorican papers
}6 or 7) but they do not gather around to talk. MTe Abe, a

riend of mine, subseribes to 1,08 Angeles pxaminer but have
never saw him join their disocusslon group.

Do you have a tendency for a certain family to keep themselves
apart from the rest of theblock? pmore or less isolated - maybe
4 or O families by themselves?

There are few,
on what baslis are they isolatedy

Simply because of the past community backgrounde They think
themselves of being higher in the social statuse. In pree-evacuation
days, they were more or less different from the rest of the people
who are from the rurul sectionse. glty people take more indifferent
attitude towards those who eome from the rural sections. T™WOo or
three from oity would ignore the rural people.

I wonder 1f there were any evidence of maintaining of pre-evacuation
assoclation such as ken organization?s

NOe
Is there any recognition of such thing?

No, no organizational association but there is a close contact
among same ken peoples among the children of ten to fifteen
years old, there 1s a tendency of grouping up from pre-evacuation
perlods I come from San Franclseo and am more or less stranger
in this section and feel that my children are loft out of some

f the t 4 enever sgmething gomes up, even ohlldren seenm
%o gake 8 g%g: 'r? coming from Snﬁ ﬁrangisgb anguba ng aeérutarg of tr

the yapanese Assoclatlion do not know what the general attitude

of the people would be toward my family but this may have something
to do with it, of course, we have no particular ill-feeling but
there is that strain #f feelings.

Problen of mllitary Registratlon and Englishménts

Sy What was the block attitude?

statement to make in regard to o definite conclusion
mili%ery registration, I attended many publie meetings in regard to

this registration, Anyone who advised in aswering "yes" to the guestions

#27 and #28 were very unpopular,

Wiere there very many people vho stood for enswering "yos™ on 27 end 289
lio, because they were very umpopulor if they did so.

Do you Imow of any partieular family who stood out definitely for emsvering
"yes" and who beseme isolated from that eomsequencos

a
H: Et ig/varg difficult

lios
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Was the bloek unanimously ecainet enswering "yes"p

No, because there were some pecple tho made no definite stond smswered it
"yea". The people did not meke definite stand in emswering elther "yog"

or "no" at the bloek gatherings, but I do Mmow some who did meke a definite
stand at the public meetings held by the conmumnity,

As a bloek it did mot heve any definite influense?

. Noy 1 imow some parents who held a closed-door affeirs end diseussed the
problem, I did not attend the meeting so I do not lmow $he vesult but as
I oame in contaet individually, there seems to be quite e fow ™mo",

Similar attitude would heve taken plese for enlistment?

When there was that reeruitment for the language sehool, ome of the boy fwom
this bloek left for Camp Savage, The feoling was vory high ogainst him ob that
timey, The bloek manager, one day, proposed a ferewell party for thie boy and
they responded "What's the use of having a farewell party for a fellow like
thatl" end $he manager was placed in an embarrossing position., The mother

was quite badly shaken by that attitude,

What are some of the arguments they gave egainst their volunteering?

Pight sgainst your fotherland,

They also say thet if we hove not been diseriminated end did not hove %o
ovacunte, we would heve gladly sent our sons to fight for their country, but
as we are under prescnt cireumstonce, they do mot see why they must fijht
for 1%,

How about resetilement?

About the seme attitude, But on this isgue, the young people of this bloek
took a very eggressive esttitude, If the individual femily secm to heve had
some resentment ogeinst sueh issue as regletretion and wemouflage mot factory,
they eventuelly seem o take setive part in the end through the influence of
thoir sons or daughters,

During the eamoufloge net faetory end vogistretion, did the nisei zo when isseis
put up oppositions?

No, no definite stand wes made, It was very glet bmé meny nisei took part in
working in the factory, ¥Father at first would be very mueh aceinst it but when
his son eomes home with o large cheek, the parents' attitude would chenge
gradually epd in the end emtirely favors the dea,

Seme would be true with resettlement, wouldm't 4%? If would if the femily ie
in good position to resettle, don't you think?

Yes, In regard to this block, in conclusion I would like .o sey that there
are four or five people who are comtinously bringing up erguments upon eny isswes
whieh refers to evacuees, and the bloek is never cble to meke any united stand
on an issue,

Vere there anyone who were apprehended by the FBI?

Nos

Could you trace the background of those who ere always eausing trouble in your
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. your bloek without neming them?

H: They come from & family who ove having diffieulty with their own demestie

affaire « perhaps the wife does not get along with him, or he is separeted
or divorced,




