
BLOCK SURVEY -  B ÔCk 64 

V'V 

TTikidQ; de si  dent  of  Bl k 64 
?/r . j . Sakoda 
Mr * s p ac er  

Hi st or y of  ¿<e set t l ement  

St  L et 's begi n wi t h t he Hi story of t he tie set t l ement  i n Bl ock 6<W 

Hi  on Oct ober  21 of  l ast  year , about  f or t y evacuees f r om f l  camp 

moved i nt o 13l ook 64. Most  of  t hose f or t y poo )l e wer e brew members 
of  t he osmp who vol unt eer ed to wor k i n t he ness '- '64 i n or der  t o 
pr ovi de f or  t ne vol unt eer s f r om Tul ar e assembl y Cent er  number  i n 
250. Bl ook manager , i *v,  ¿>akae Morodomi  was t he l eader of  t he 
gr oup who came f r om camp «1» i n ot her  wor ds, out  of  500 peopl e 
of  t he f i r s t  ¿- rou , t he f i r s t  &5C wer e assi gned to Bl ock 64 and 
t _e next  250 peopl e wer e assi gned t o pl ook 5? , 

pue t o l ack of  mess hal l  f ac i l i t i es , !*r . ?*orodomi  t el l s o f  man 
di f f i cul t i es encount er ed i n r egar d to wat er » f ood and e qui  orient  8» 
For  exampl e, wat er  had to brouo-  t  i n from Camp # 1 dai l y . 

Ss .¿ere t he washr oom f ac i l i t i es i n oper at i ont  

H; NO, i t  was not  i n oper at i on unt i l  about  t en days l at er . >l so ar ound 
t hat  t i ne, val l ey f ever  and di ar r hea cases i ncr eased anc nai- e 
i t  r at her  di f f i c ul t * 

Bl ock 64 at  t hat  t i me was t he cent er  of  al l  ac t i v i t i es . 

Si  Do you know how mess crew and t he chi ef  cook wer e appoi nt ed, 

I I : They wor e appoi nt ed i n Camp f l  and came her e. 

S: Di d t he chi ef  cook r et ai n t he posi t i on ver y l ong, 

H: He fafel d t he posi t i on f or  about  two to t hr ee mont hs, j ie i s a ki bei  
of  t went y- seven year s ol d, who was a mess cook i n t he IJ . 5. Amy 

¿ut  was di schar ged at  t he out br eak or  t he war  because he was a k i bei . 

ns What  wer e t he l i v i ng quar t er s l i ke pov, wore t he di v i s i on of  t he 
room to a f ami l y made (made) when, t hey f i r s t  came? 

H: I t  was ver y cr owded and many f ami l i es had to doubl e up i n a r oom. 
But  as soon as ot hor  bar r acks wer e sot  up, r eady t o t ake peopl e 
i n, t hey made t hei r  own adj ust ment s. Thi s , however  was not  per mi t  tea 
unt i l  bout  two mont hs l at er . /4t  pr esent , t her e ar e ¿70 poo l e 
i n t . i s bl ock . 

j : These peopl e we e f r om t he 'i ur l ock assembl y cent er  f  

T": For t y f r om Turl ock and £50 f r om f ul ar e. 

S: The t wo hundr ed f i f t y f rom t he Tul ar e were t he advanced cr oup who 



came t o bui l c up f or  ti~;e oorain. ptx> pi e« What  capaci t y wer e t hay 
en ûped, 

fj j  I<rany wor e connect ed wi t h t he war ehouses, suoh as di s t r i but i on 
of  r iesu suppl i es , beddi ngs, bag age, et c . 

S: when di d ti  e popul at i on became st abl e i n t he bl ook# 

H: About  t wo mont hs l at er . I  t hi nk i t  was somet i me i n oot ober , 1942« 

S: As t  e bl ock began to f unct i on as uni t s , st oves wer e di st r i but ed 
i n t hose bl ocks i n t he l at t er  par t  of  December , i sn*t  t hat  r i ght » 

Bef or e t hat  t i me you had consi der abl e col a weat her , "/hat  wer e t he 
rumors and (fear s t hat  wer e spr eadi ng about  t ho bl ock i n r egar d 
t o peopl e, 

H: such r umor s, par t i cul ar l y tho ones comi ng f rom ol der  peopl e 
made i t  di f f uc l t  as t he counci l man dncl  bl ock manager s wer o 
c r i t i c i zed as bei ng i noapabl e of  negot i at i ng wi t h t he admi ni s-
t r at i on. 

Si  "hen di a t he l i noel um come i n , 

R: Li nol eum came i n Mar ch 31 unt i l  May 

St  Di d you have your  l i nol eum l ai u f or  you or  wer e t huy l ai a f or  

you, 

I I : The assi gned crew l ai d t hen f or  each apar t ment * 

S: when di d t he par t i t i oni ng began, 
t he 

Hi  par t i t i oni ng began ar ound/f i r s t  par t  of  1945 or  t ho l at t er  par t  
of  194 .̂ 

T . i ^s ni ce how t hey par t i t i on 4 i n a f ami l y rooms us wel l  as 
0 ' 6 i n a f ami l y r ooms, i n Tul o Lake, t hey onl y par t i t i on G i n a f ami l y 

r ooms. 

Fami l y di s t r i but i on i n t he l̂ ock 64 (Al so see Appendi x) 

S. Woul d you say t hat  i n most  cases, wi t h t ho except i on of  t he si ngl e 
men*s dor mi t or y, t hat  t he f ami l i es r emai ned i n t aot , 

Hs Y e s , t hey wer o i n t ac t , when t he par t i t i oni ng began, mat t er s of  
t wo i n a f ami l y l i v i ng wi t h anot her  coupl e wer e soon sol veu and 
set t l ed. T don't  know of  any case wher e t he two di f f e *ent  f ami l i es 
ar e l i v i ng i n t he same apar t ment  wi t h t he except i on of  few spec i al  , 
oases wher e a s i ngl e man st ayi ng wi t h anot her  f ami l y one a cou.l e 
st ayi n-  wi t h anot her  f ami l y. 

Def i ni t i on of  Ki bei  

Si  y/hat  i s your  def i ni t i on of  ki bei \  

� 



H: Not  one who has boon i n J apan onu or  two year s , but  one who has 
gone t hr ou h grammar  school  anci  ni ci dl o school . Al so tl  o f ami l y 
backgr ound has l ot s t o do wi t h k i bei , and t he cul t ur e t hey have 
at t ai ned� 

S : xhat  br i ngs up t ]  e i x>int  of  bl ock ac t i v i t y whi ch adds i n i dent i -
f y i ng a t ypi oal  ni s ei  or  k i be i . 

Moving i n and out of ¿¿lock of the fami l y 

St "er e t her e any f ani l i es movin out  of t he bl ock, 

H: t her e was one case. i *ev. i zumi , 30 year s o l d, a k i bei  
Chr i st i an pas t or . Reasons f or  hi s movi ng out  ar o as f ol l owsj  

!� Locate hi msel f  nearer to the chur ch. 
2. (per sonal  opi ni on) pi d not  have ver y many f r i ends i n t hi s bl ock . 
3. irfls educat i onal  backgr ound arid bei ng a young mar r i ed coupl e 

he had l i t t l e f r i ends who shar ed hi s i nt er es t s , and of  hi s 
l ev el . 

J : Many yo J ig coupl es have di f f i c ul t y adj us t i ng t hemsel ves i f  t he 
bl ock has t oo many i s s ei s and t hei r  young chi l dr en, i t  i s ver y 
r ar e f or  a Ni sei  coupl es t o make adj ust ment s wi t h t he i s s ei s . 

YOU t hen had ver y l i t t l e movement  f r om t hi s bl ocky 

H: Y®s, ver y f ew, j b̂out  a week ago, t her e was a gr adual  movement  
i n t he next  door , ¿'he f ami l y consi st ed of  f i ve chi l dr en wi t h 
no par ent s . 

1. br ot hur  -  r eset t l ed i n î an , , ohio 
2. br ot her  -  vol unt eer ed 
3. br ot her  -  onl y one l ef t  i n t he pr oj ect  so movea i n wi t h hi s ot her  

f r i ends i n anot her  bl ock 
4. s i s t er  -  r eset t l ed 
5. s i s t er  -  r eset t l ed 

j n t hoi r  pl ace, a man of 55 by t he name nakashi ma moveci  i n . H® 
i s a ver y ar dent  Chr i s t i an and coul a not  get  al ong i n Bl ock #55 
wher e Buddhi st  gr oup pr edomi nat ed» 

Si  what  woul d 3ay i s t he appr oxi mat e r at i on of  Buddhi st  and Chr i s t i an 
i n t hi s bl ock? 

IT: I  woul d say about  4 Buddhi st s t o 1 chr i s t i an. 

Bl ock per sonnel  

ĵ  Who i s t he bl ock manager ? 

I I : Mr . âkae Mor odomi  i s t he bl ock manager, ŷ e U. formerl y from 

conoor d, Ca- i f o r ni a, hear  Ber kel ey , j ie ®as evueunt ec t o «pur l ock 
Assembl y Center , h© i o 56 years ol dt i s s e i , DUudhi st , and i s a 
wi uower . He l i ves wi t h hi s ^^i e u son and two unmar r i ed daught er s . 



Si  

K: 

St  

H: 

Si  

Hi  

J : 

H: 

J ? 

St  

H: 

Sj  

H: 

St  

H: 

- 4-
II© was a f omer pr es i dent  o : t he J apanese associ at i on. pa was 
not  i nt er ned. ne was appoi nt ed by ur * Hender son, f or mer  head 
of  t he r ous i ng Depar t ment  and has bpen t he bl ock manager  al noe 
t he i n i t i a l  set t l ement . n® (*ets al on -  ver y wel l  wi t h t he peopl e, 
appr oved by t he Admi ni st r at i on s t af f  ant  gi ves equal  ont dder a-
t i on t o al l  peopl e, whet her  t hey cone f r ee Tur l ock or  f r on «pul ar e. 

i s ver y wel l  r ecei ved and haa gr eat  abi l i t y of  get t i ng al one 
wi t h peopl e« pe j >robabl y obt ai neu t hi s exper i ence t l i r ough 
bei n  ̂ t he pr es i dent  of  t l i e assoc i at i on and wher e he l ear ned t o 
use t act  i n handl i ng peopl e, AS f or  my per sonal  opi ni on, l ie 
l acks one t hi ne - and t hat  i s , he l acks aggr essi veness* 

who i a the ass i s t ant  bl ock manager ? 

I- e i s a young ni sei  boy, 28 year s o l d, Al ber t  Yamamoto. ~l tho 
he i s a n i s ei , he Get s al ong -  el l  wi t h i s s ei �v er y di f f er ent  f r om 
t he t ypi cal  n i s ei , ne i s ver y qui et , har d wo î n g , speaks 
J apanese f ai r l y wel l  anu does t hi nr s t hat  j s s ei  woul d consi der  
pr oper * 

i s he mar r i ed, 

He i s s t i l l  a s i ngl e man, and l i ves wi t h hi s par ent s and s i s t er s 
and br ot her s . 

DO br ot her s and s i s t er s act  di f f e ent  f r om t l ds boy  ̂

yes . pe i s t he o l des t , ' ĥe r est  of  t he br ot her s and s i s t er s 

act  l i ke a t ypi cal  n i s ei . 

poos he go danci ng? 

ire i sn»t  t hat  k i nd of  f el l ow. 

He must  be ve .*y submi ssi ve t ype, s at i s f i ed wi t h ver y l i t t l e whi ch 
i s consi der ed a per f ect  t ype by t he j s s e i . 

As f ar  as bl ock manac r̂  per sonnel  i s concer ned, i t  i s a ver y rood 
combi nat i on. 

Asi de f r om mess per sonnel , bl ock manager  per sonne, how about  
ot her  per sonnel s -  do you have j ani t or s? 

we used t o have t wo c >upl es t ake car e of  washi ng room ana washr ooms 
but  one nan ana a woman i s now ass i gned, on same wor k two coupl es 
f o mer l y di e. '¿t i l s was necessar y as t hey cut  down number  of  
wor ker s i n al l  depar t ment s. 

The wer e al l  j s s ei s ? 

For  wl i- t  pur poses i s your  i r oni nr  room bel nf  used? 

Tor  t he ext ensi on of  mess hal l , '¿'hey used i t  f or  veget abl e st or e 

r  >ocu 

SJ  ]'ow many members ar e t her e i n t he mess hal l y 
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j i ; About  t hi r t y- si x« Mesa hal l  cr ew v.ere or i gi nal l y made up of  
Tur l ock vol unt eer s but  waa gr adual l y t oken over  by t he Tul ar e 
gr oup. 

5i  HOW about  t he chi ef  cook? 

H: Tul a re� 

HI J TOW many changea di d you have f or  chi ef  cook? 

H; Thr ee. 

What  has happonod to your  or i gi nal  ûr l ock mess hal l  cr ew? Sj  

R: 

H: 

The f i r s t  f i ve or  s i x mont hs, we have had no t r oubl e but  now, 
we ar c hovi ne consi der abl e t r oubl es» 

f5: D° y°n f i nd t hat  Aur l ock peopl e t ended t o band t oget her  t o the 

exc l us i on of  *'ul ar e peopl e? 

IT: I t  i s not  caused so much by sect i onal  f eel i ng but  more or  l ess 

by per sonal  gr i evances« 

kj  Many of  t hese mess peopl e seem t o t oe Ver y c l i qui sh« Do you 
f i nd t hat  t o be t r ue i n ycmr  mess hal l ? 

I I : No, not  ver y much* 

i>oes 'Ai r l ock peopl e st ay i n t he bl ock af t or  t hey qui t  t hei r  
mess hal l  wor k? 

I  t hi nk t hey have moved out  because most  of  t hese peopl e wer e 
ai nr l emonf  and t hey t l iey get  anot her  mess hal l  wor k, t hey woul d 
move i nt o t hat  bl ock . 

J : Do you k- ow i f  t hey have gone back t o Camp #1? 

H: NOi  because i t  i s f or bi dden t o move back t o camp § 1 wbi oh i s 
over cr owded. 

Sj  once h'i Vl n.f  vol unt eer ed t o oome her e, t hey had t o st ay her e. 
What  ar e some of  t he cause :>f  f r i c t i ony 

H: Mai n f r i ot i oa i n t hemes; hal l  i s t hat  wi f e of  t he super vi sor  
uses her  aut hor i t y when she has no r i ght  t o do so. She &et s so 
bossy t hat  wor ker s become r ebel l i ous t owar d t he super vi sor  and 
qui t . 

S: Has t her e been a des i r e on the-  peopl e t o get  mess hal l  j ob? 

H: At  t he begi nni ng eve yone was f i ght l ne f or  t he mess ha 1 j obs . 
Mow, t hey say t hey r at her  wor k i n some ot her  bl ock 's mess 
hal l  i n or der  t o st ay away f r om t r oubl es . 

r- j  Has t her e been obj ect  on t he t ype of  monu you ser vo? Does t hat  
have anyt hi ng t o do wi t  oust i ng of  super vi sor  or  cooks? 

n ; no , not  i n thi s bl ook . 
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Sj  I n bl ock #54, t he cooks t end t o cook al most  ever yt hi ng i n shoyu. 

Hj  As f ar  as menu I s concer ned, t her e i s no or i t i c i sm agai nst  cooks 
o ' super vi sor  but  we d ) have per son 1 f oo l i ng agai nst  a cr ew 
and have been f or ced t o r es i gn, but  not  ous t ed. 

f t � *hey w- juli": - osi gn because of  pr essur e agai nst  t i  e "bl ock super -
v i s o r . /».re t he munu sat i s f ac t or y? Ar e t her e enphasi s on 
J apanese t ype of  cooki ng? 

Hj  Y®3f  gr eat l y on t he J apanese t ype >t  cook i ng. 

Ther e i s a gooa deal  of  Ri val r y bet ween t wo cr ews, on.  n̂e cr ew 
t he super vi sor  i s t he chi ef  cook, and on ot her  cr ew, t  e chei f  
oook i s t he hoad. one of  t he wor ker  i n t he cr ew wi t h whi ch 
super vi sor  does not  t ake par t , happened t o ser vo t wo t easpoon-
f ul s of  sugar  at  a br eak f as t  f or  c o f f ee. Thi s was wel comed 
by t he peopl e but  made t i : ot her  cr ew ver y unpopul ar , »p*10 

f o l l owi ng c ay , t he wi f e of  t he super vi sor  Cal l ed down o . t hi s 
young man and i nqui r ed why he hau. ser ved t wo t easpoonf ul s 
of  sugar  when he was i nst r uct ed t o ser ve onl y one. Thi s was 
t he cause o f  t he f r i c t i o n , as t he boy r ew ver y angr y and 

sai d "you have no aut hor i t y t o t e l l  ma what  t o do . » 

S . t̂  t  e Li me or  t he opeai n of  t he camouf l age, t . ey w nt ed t o r et  
t he I s ei  i nt o tfc » -  .e.'- s anu get  t he youn peopl J  out  of  
i t . i s t hat  t r ue i n t h i s bl ock? ..hat  was t he r eact i on i n t hi s 
bl ock? ! 

H: They . er e v r y s t r ongl y agai nst  i t . They wer  not  an or gani zed 
obj ec t i on but  one of  t he ar gument s war  t hat  even i f  such st ep 
was t aken, no one \  oul d GO i nt o camouf l age. They wer e o r i gi nal l y 
aga i ns t t he camouf l age net  f ac t o r y . 

Sj  wMt t hat  not ed i n t hi s bl ock? 

]§{ yet  , t hey ar gued, "why do t hey pi ok onl y on t he mess hal l  di vi s i ons? 
What  about  t he o f f i c e s t a f f , t he f ar er s , t he war ehous es , .et c .« 

J : what  t ype o f  peopl e wor k i n t h i s bl ock»s mess hal l ? Ar e t hey 

most l y ¿ s s ei s ? 

H; A*el  t i onshi p bet ween Ni s ei s and ¿ s s ei s i n t he mess hal l  orev, wer e 
pr eot y shar p at  t he begi nni ng. When t he I s s e i  women, most l y 
wa i t r es s es begaa t o wor k i n t he mess hal l  t o r epl ace n i s e i , 
t her e wer e many f eel i ngs agai nst  each ot her » some of  t he con-
pl ai nt s I  hear d »gai nst  t he ni sei  er e t hat  ni sei  wer e n i t  ver y 
compet ent , anu. woul d car r y no r es pons i bi l i t y , when i nqui r ed 
f ur t her  t o t hi s quest i on, t hey st at ed t hat  ni s ei  woul d r est  
whenever  i t  pl eased t hem and woul d wal k o f , i f  t ho- e shoul d 
be a movi e or  danc i ng goi ng on t h t  eveni ng wi t hout  compl et i ng 
t hei r  ass i gned t as k , j  under st and t hat  t he mess cr aw hel d a 
meot i n one ni ght  i n regaxxi  t o t hi s quest i on and put  up t he 
quest i on qui t e s t r ongl y agai ns t  t he ni s ei  and s i nce t hen, t he 
r el at i onshi  has i mpr oved. 
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S : t h ° c i r f e r o n t  ^P ®0 «®B hal l  wor ker s, ana t he t ype 
of  wor k? 

Hi  cooki ng and di shwashi ng i s donemost l y by i s s o i , pr edoml nant l v 
s i n l omen. »¿oat  of  t he k i bei s ar e ooofcta hel per  ana some ar e 
al gnwaanar a. 

55! ôul d you gi ve appr oxi mat i on of  number  of  of  n i s ei ,k i bo i . and 
i sso i  i n t he nose hal l  or ew? ' 1 

HJ  I woul d aey about  60* i s s e i , and about  20* eaon or  ni sei  and 
K i bei . Ahe ni sei  t hat  wor k i n t he mess hal l s ar e more of  t he 
J apanese t ype so t hey get  al ong wel l  wi t h t ho i saei  and k i bei . 

S: What  woul d you say i s t he appr oxi mat i on of  t he pe.cent age of  
k i bei  ant  ni s ei  i n t hi s bl ock? 

Hi  Ah out  60$ i s s ei  and 40$ ni sei « 

S: Does mess super vi sor  onj oy any par t i oul a? p r i v i l ege? 

H: l ie s i t s wi t h t he bl ock manager  at  t he bl ock counc i l  meet i n . Tho 
i  r st  super vi sor  was a k i bei , and t i eaeoond and t hi r d wer e 
i s sei « 

 ̂ counci l man, who up t o t hi s t i me, has been a ni sei , j  suppose? 

HJ  Not  exact l y a n i s ei . He i s a c i t i zen- i ssei  who has ser ved 
I n t he v/or l d War t , an ex- ser vi ceman, y r . i j meda. el ect i on v.as 
hel u somet i me on t he l at t er  par t  of  Oct ooer  or  November , Ther e 
V*� t i I

f
r <f ° candi dat es , names, M r . umeda, 47, M r . Mi yamot o (nawai an 

bor n, 40}, ana - r aest  i wasak i , n i s ei . M r . time da v.aseel eot ed on 
an one- si ded scor e, H© got  most  of  t he vot e, HO has had more 
assoc i at i on wi t h t he bl ock peopl e or i or  t o el ec t i on, bei ng an 
I s s e i , who speaks J apan se wel l . ¿her e was anot her  f r o ip 
bac i ng up n r . I wasaki  pr et t y st r ongl y but  he di d not  get  i t . 

J : was t i e any di f f er ence i n t he gr oup t hat  backed nr # j waaaki  
and i r r . Tjmeda? on what  bas i s wer e t hey separ at ed? 

F : Nw so much agai nst  t he candi dat es t hemsel ves but  somewhat  s t r w 
r eact i on was shown t owar d peopl e suppor t i ng t he candi dat es. 
Ho r e ioao i oani zed peopl e wer e suppor t i ng i wasaki  whi l e &or e 
j apai i esed peopl e s ppor t ea Tj meda. y,?r. Tjmeda seemed t  ) have most  
of  t he Tul ar e peopl e's sup or t « i t  seems t hat  dur i ng pre- eva-
cuat i on days, t he gr oup suppor t i ng: i wasaki  and i jmeda had some 
sor t  of  f r i c t i on» 

Of cour se, Mr . i waaaJ d di d not  accept  candi dacy at  t ho begi nni ng 
but  some 0 t he suppor t er s of  t he I wasaki  per suaded him to 
becomo a candi dat e. These peopl e vent  ar ound asked f or  hi s 
suppor t . 

Si  who wer e I wasak i  »3 const i t uent  as ppposed t o t jmedat ; ? of  whom 
wer e t hey compr i  ed? 
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J : wer e t her e tyny f eud pr i or  t o evacuat i on or  sect i onal  r easons? 

IT: I  t hi nk i t  i s of  economi c r easons, one par t  came f r om t he 
same t own as Mr , tjraeda who has not  been wel l  of f  i n pr i or  days 
of  evaucat i on arid had begr udged hi m. I waeaki  was vi ct i m of  
c i  r c urns'1 an ce s . 

S: was t her e i s sei  ana ni sei  vot e? 

H: I  t hi nk i s sei  wer e suppor t i ng umeda and ni sei  suppor t ed I wasak i . 

SI  Ees mr . umeda been at t endi ng meet i ng r egul ar l y? 

Hi  NO» but  he i o a man of  good char act er , easy t o get  al one wi t h, 
and l i kes peopl e. He al so l acks ac c es s i on and l eader shi p. 
Whenever  pr obl em r i ses and br ought  f or  di scussi on by some 
Group wi t h pr essur e, he does not  have t he abi l i t y to sol ve i t . 

S: ROW about  hi s abi l i t y t o handl e î f l̂ i sh? 

Hi  Not  ver y c >od. 

j : Then he i s ver y weak on counci l  f l oor ? 

HJ  I  don*t  t hi nk he i s ver y st r ong, Al t ho j  have never  at t ended 
t he meet i ng, he coul d not  be ver y st r ong due t o hi s speech. 

Sj  Bl ock Counci l , how i s i t ? 

Hi  T&er e seems t o be a maj or i t y ana mi nor i t y di f f er ences car r i ed 
over  f r om day bef or e r el ocat i on t o Oi l a. Funny par t  i n t h it  
t her e i s a def i ni t e br eak geogr aphi cal l y and psychol ogi cal l y. 
On bar r acks #1 t o seven, t he r esi dent s ar e f r om sant a Bar bar a, 
oxaar d r egi on and er e uni t ed st r ongl y f r om t he Tul ar e da; o, 
whi ch const i t ut es t he maj or i t y, on bar r acks £ 8 t o 14, t he 
r esi dexi t s ar e f r om var i ous pl aces as LOS n̂gel es , tornpoo, San 
f r anc i sco, et c , and const i t ut es t he mi nor i t y gr oup. 

Sj  Who const i t ut es t he counci l ? 

H: Each counci l man i s a r epr esent at i ve of  each bar r ack, t he bl ock 
manager  and t he mess super vi sor . 

SJ  How ar e t he counci l man sel ect ed? 

H: Usual l y a gr oup of  men of  t he same bar r ack woul d bo gut her eu 
and dur i ng di scussi on woul d pi ok a man i /hom t hey t hi nk woul d 
qual i f y f or  t he pos i t i on, yj h&i  t he r est  agr ees, t hey woul d cul l  
on t he appr oved man, and woul d have hi m accept  t he pos i t i on. 

J i  Ar e t hey most l y i s s i e? 
J  

E : Yes . 



f : That 's how i ssei gai n control � The counci l  i t sel f has no power. 
That group el ects the chai rman, and who i s ho? 

Hi  Mr . Kono of  ¿>anta Bar bar a. 

S ; i l l s f unot i on I n t o di r ect  t he meet i ng of  t he oounc i l . DO t hey 
have a secr et ar y? 

H: No, because mi nut es ar e not  kept , i f  i t  i s necessar y t o GO SO, 
t he bl ock manager  usual l y act s as secr et ar y. 

r>j  T,;hnt  ar e some of  t he exact  i ssues t hat  has come up t o t he bl ock 
counci l ? 

H: Usual l y when any new ad mi ni st r at i ve a anouno ment  or  r equest  comes 
f r om bl ock manager  or  counci l man, t hey t ake up t he mat t er  
and di scuss i t . j f  t hey cannot  deci de i t  f or  t hemsel ves, t hey 
woul d br i n j  i t  up to t he bl ock mass meet i ng ana ask f or  t hei r  
r eact i ons , ¿my mess hal l  pr obl ems or  bl ock pr obl ems ar e t aken 
up by t he bl ock counc i l . 

Si  t )° t hey meet  r egul ar l y? 

H: A l l  ot her  bl ocks ar e meet i ng once a week r egul ar l y but  i n t hi s 
bl ock , t hey usual l y meet  once ever y two week. 

Si  For  exampl e, you have a pr oposal  of camouf l age net  f ac t or y , j  
gat her  f r om your  pr evi ous r emar k t her e was a opposi t i on o t he 
net  f ac t or y . I s t hat  advi sed by t he bl ock counci l ? 

H: NOf  t he mat t er  was br ought  up di r eot l y t o t he mass meet i n; i nst ead 
of  di scuss i ng at  t he counc i l . 

Si  Di d t he co no i l  t ake a st and at  t he r egi s t r at i on o f  men anc 
women? Si gni f i c ant  i ssue whi ch af f ec t s ever yone i s t aken up 
at  t he bl ock mas3 meet i ng? 

H: Yes , and i ns i gni f i c ant  mat t er s ar e di scussed by t he bl ock counci l  
meet i ng» 

Bl ock ac t i v i t i es 

Sj  I n r el at i onshi p to bl ock ac t i v i t i es , who had an el abor at e Pan 
or  ani zed f or  t he f or mul at i on of  t he ac t i v i t y wi t hi n t he bl ock? 
How di d you or gani ze t hat  pl an? 

Hj  As f ar  as i s sei t s ac t i v i t i es ar e c »neemod, i t  was f unct i oned 
t hr ou di s t r i c t  and not  t hr ough t he bl ock , 'e hel d two 
l ec t ur es , and one movi e, ¿¿aoh di s t r i c t  compr i ses of  f i ve or  
s i x bl ocks , Bl ock 04 i s a member  of  t he D1 s t r i c t  "6. communi t y 
¿i Ot i vi t y Ser vi ces di e not  r ev i v e ver y good suppor t  f r om t he 
bl ock 64 because such i nt el l ec t ual  ac t i v i t i es as or gani zed by t he 
OAH di d not  sui t  so wel l  t o t he r esi dent  of  t hi s bl ook who ar e 
most l y hard wor ki ng f amer s . They do not  appr eci at e t hese t hi ngs« 

J : They ar e predominantl y rural  peopl e. 
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Hi  OAS per f or med one sani t at i on l ec t ur e, and a J uveni l e cel i nquency 
l ect ur e and pl aced gr oat  ef f or t  i n put t i ng i t  over  but  t he r es-
ponse was not  ver y good. Del i c i ous meal  was oooked f or  them but  
t hey di e not  know how t o eat  i t , 

Younr peopl e had al so or gani zed a bl ock act i v i t y but  i t  d&d not  
GO over  wel l . To dat e, t hey had t hr ee or  f our  dance pr act i ces 
i n t he l aundr y room» They wer e r ef used t o use t he mess hal l  
for danci ng par t y pur poses by t he super vi sor . The 64 r ecr ea-
t i onal  hal l  i s ocoupi ed by t he i nt er nal  secur i t y Depar t ment . 

St Ther e i s a f- reat  deal  of r es i s t ance t o al l ow th use of most hal l  
for soci al  pur poses, i t  i s al most  may bo said a pol i cy . 

Hi  He i a wi l l i ng t o iket  peopl e use i t  f or  ever yt hi ng asi de f r om 
dnnoo par t y. He i s agai nst  t he i dea of  danc i ng. 

Si  13 t he e any opposi t i on or  r esent ment  of  t he use of  r ecr eat i on 
ha- 1 by t he i nt er nal  secur i t y depar t ment ? 

H: NO. They t hi nk i t  cannot  be hel ped, 

Ss Does peopl e pr ef er  t o seek ac t i v i t i es i n t he cl ock or  as communi t y? 

H; i n t he communi t y. 

S: Then t he bl ock i s hot ,  t oo wel l  s o l i t i f i ed. 

Ks V;e had a pr et t y good Chr i st mas par t y and a New Xear  par t y but  
ot her s di d not  go over , i  t r y t o br i ne up some sooi al  ac t i v i t i es 
f r om t i me to t i me but  peo l e ar e j ust  not  i nt er est ed at  a l l . 
Ther e ar e al ways t hr ee or  f our  i soei  who obj ect  agai nst  soc i al . 

J j  i s the obj ect i on oxi the Part of whol esal e or smal l  part? 

Hi  On t he smal l  par t  but  ot her s do not  t ake i nt er es t . 

S: Does the obj ect come from any par t i cul ar  g r o u p ? 

Hi No, i t i s not i n any sect i onal  group. Maj or i ty of the people 

i n t hi s bl ock pr obabl y had l i mi t ed soci al  l i f e pr i or  t o evaouat i on 
ana ar e not  i nt er est ed i n aasooi at i on wi t h t he peopl e onl y 
wi t hi n t hei r  own gr oup. When pr oposal  was made'f or  30aos and new 
year  pr r t y, t her e we o some oppos i t i on, ar gui ng «why s end so much»* 
and wor e not  ver y agr eeabl e when t hey had t o cont r i but e t hoi r  
par t 3. I t  i s pur el y pr e- ovacuat i on backgr ound. 

J : YOU have a Hai ku cl ub on t hi s pr o j ec t , HOW many peopl e t ake par t  
i n t hi s bl utr  f r om t hi s bl ock? 

Hi  Vor y f ew, mysel f  and two o t her  f r i ends who wer e al so f or mer l y 
of  c i t y . 

3i  Ther e i s no r l var i y i n t he bl ock concept ? 

H: No. 
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51 

Hi  

St  

Tt: 

Si  4he 'o i s t hen a mai nt enance of  pr o- evacuat i on t i es . That  i s 

Cl ear l y demonst r at ed. DO you f i nd xauch i nt er es t  i n sueh r aces 

as "go "? 

IT: NO» not  ver y much i n «go" but  many i n "s ho g i ". 

j : i t  i s i ndi c at i ve or  r ur al  s t at u. 

Hi  one of  t he co men shame of  t he bl i c k i s t he af t er - meal  goss i p or  
t al k« Ten t o f i f t een i s c ei  gr oup woul d s i t  down i n f r ont  of  
s >neon«s por ch af t er  meal  anc woul d di s cuss t he var i ous cur r ent  
event s of  t he wor l d as wel l  as of  t hepr o j ec t . 

r fhat  do t hey t al k about  most l y? 

About  t he war  mai nl y . 

V/hat  sor t  of  peopl e get  t oget her  t o t al k ? 

Not  exac t l y a l eader . *<hi l e r et ur ni ng f r om meal , t hey woul d have 
a spont aneous gat her i ng and ypu woul d f i nd one OL1 t ow per son 
who woul d l ana i nt o var i ous di s c us s i on, passer - by who i s i nt er est ed 
i n t he subj ect  woul d s t op, l i s t en, t hen adds hi s wor t h i n t he 
di s c us s i on. Then t h i s woul d go on and on, eaoh expr ess i on t hei r  
poi nt  of  v i ew. 

j : A£ai n f  do you f i nd di v i s i on of  bl ook? 

Hs No. 

S: Do you f i nd ver y many s i ngl e man ac t i v i t i es ? 

Hi  HO, not  ver y much gambl i ng i n t h i s bl oc k . But  we do have pr et t y 

good nu ber  of  t hem. 

SJ  NO gat her i ng of  pr os t i t ut i on? 

H: I P , do t hey have such t hi ne» i n t hi s pr o j ec t ? 

S| YOB, we have had one or  t wo pl ac es . What  ar e t he out st andi ng 

t opi cs of  t h i s af t er - meal  t al ks? 

E : Amon  ̂ t hose ar e ones wl  o ar e al ways quot i ng r esent ment  agai nst  

camouf l age or  r egi s t r at i on. 

J : was tl ir  t  at t i t ude i n gener al ? 

H: I A gener al  but  usual l y ani ons t he same gr oup, t ^s af t er - meal  
t al k had a psychol ogi cal  ef f ec t  -  a man who has l i t t l e bet t er  
knowl edge t han t hb gr oup on some subj ect  woul d hel pl ess l y l ead 
t he peopl e i nt o di s cuss i on and t he peopl e wi t h sai ê i nt er es t  
w xi I d nat ur al l y become nt er es t ed i n t he conver sat i on and woul d 
expr ess hi s opi ni on. 

Si  i s t her e i nt er es t  i n r eadi ng Amer i can paper s as agai nst  t he 

Hooky Ni P P ° and Col or ado Ti mes? 
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Hs Anioag t hose who f at her  uf tot f - meal  t al k ar e r eader s o f  J apanese 
newspaper s , you can count  per sons who r eads Amer i can paper s 
( 6 or  7) but  t hey do not  gat her  ar ound t o t a l k . nr . Abe, a 
f r i end of  n i ne, subscr i bes t o LOS Angel es exami ner  but  have 
never  saw hi m j o i n t hei r  di souspi on gr oup. 

J : Do you have a t endency f o r  a cer t ai n f ami l y t o keop t hemsol vos 
apar t  f r om t he r est  of  t hebl ook? yor e or  l ess i so l at ed -  maybe 
4 or  5 f ami l i es by t hemsel ves? 

Hi  There are f ew. 

J : On what  bas i s ar e t hey i so l at ed? 

H: Si mpl y beoause of  t he past  communi t y backgr ound* They t hi nk 

t hemsel ves of  bei ng hi gher  i n t he soc i al  s t at us , i n pr e- evaouat i on 
days , t hey wer e mor e or  l es s di f f er ent  f r om t he r est  of  t he peopl e 
who ar e f r om t he r ur al  s ec t i ons , c i t y peopl e t ake mor e i ndi f f er ent  
at t i t ude t owar ds t l i ose who come f r om t he r ur al  sec t i ons . nwo or  
t hr ee f r om c i t y woul d i gnore t he r ur al  peopl e. 

J : J  wonder  i f  t her e wer e any evi dence o f  mai nt ai ni ng of  or e- evacuat i on 
assoc i at i on such a3 ken or gani zat i on? 

H: No . 

Si  I S t i i er e any r ecogni t i on of  such t hi ng? 

Hi  NO» no or gani zat i onal  assoc i at i on but  t her e i s a c l ose cont act  

among same ken peopl e. Among t he chi l dr en of  t en t o f i f t een 
year s o l d, t her e i s a t endency o f  gr oupi n, up f r om pr e- evacuat i on 
per i od, i  come f r om ¿¿an F r anci soo and am mor e or  l ess s t r anger  
i n t hi s sect i on and f eel  t hat  my chi l dr en ar e l ef t  out  oiv some 
of  t he t i l i ngs, whenever  somet hi ng comes.up. oven chi l dr en seem 
t o t ake s i des . I , comi ng f r om San r̂ anc i s c 6 ana bei ng secretar of  
t he J apanese Assoc i at i on do not  know what the general  at t i tude 
of  t he peopl e woul d be t owar d my f ami l y but  t hi s may have somet hi ng 
t o do wi t h i t # o f  cour se, we have no par t i cul ar  i l l - f eel i ng but  
t her e i s t hat  s t r ai n 6f  f eel i ngs . 

pr obl em of  Mi l i t ar y ¿i egi st r  t i on and ¿ngl i shment s 

Si  What  was t he bl ock at t i t ude? 
a 

H: I t  kg/ very di f f i cul t y stQber :'on1; "fc0 J®0120 rege *d to o definite conclusion 
toward ni l iaory registration» I attended many public nootin a in regard to 
this registration» Anyone viho advised in asverine "yes" to the questions 
i t27 and ¡/SO were very unpopular, 

J  J  Were there very nany people ;ho stood for answering "yosw on 27 and SO? 

Hs Ho, because they were vary unpopular If they did so. 

S: Do you loiocr of any particular family who stood out definitely for ens ering 
"yos" and who became Isolated frora that consoqucncoa? 

H: ho. 
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Si  $as the bl ock unanimously c, ai nst  answering "yes"? 

H: Uo, bocauso there were some peopl e the made no def i ni te stand answered i t  
"yes". The peopl e di d not  aako def i ni t e stand i n answering ei ther  "yes" 
or  "no" at  the bl ock gather i ngs, but  I  do know scene who did nako a def i ni t e 
s:,and at  the publ i c meetings hel d by he community* 

Si  As a bl oc!: i t  di d not  have any def i ni t e i nf l uence? 

Hi  , Wo# I I mm oario par  onto who hel d a closed- door af fai r s and discussed the 
problem» I  di d not  attend tho meeting so I  do not  know the resul t  but  as 
I  cane i n contact  i ndi vi dual l y, thore aeons to be qui te a few "no". 

Si  Si mi l ar  at t i tude would have taken pl ace for  enl i stment? 

Hi  When thore was that  recrui tment  for  the l anguage school , on of  the boy from 
t hi s bl ock l of t  for  Camr> Savage. The fool i ng was vory hi gh eg&ins hi n at  that  
ti rao, The bl ock rxmo ôr, ono day, proposed a farewel l  party for  t hi s boy and 
they responded "What 's tho use of  hairing a farewel l  party for  a fel l oe; l i ke 
t kat l " and the manager  was pl aced i n an embarrassing posi t i on. The mother  
was qui te badl y shaken by that  at t i t ude. 

21 What  ore socio of  the argument� they gov© against  t hei r  vol unt eer i ng 

Hi  Fi ght  ¿gainst  your  father l and» 

J l  hey al so say that  i f  we hove not  boon discr iminated and did not  hi  vo to 
mmcuate, wo would kvo gl adl y sent  our  sons to f i ght  for  thei r  country, but  
as we ore under  present  ci r cumsUnco, they do not  SGG WHY they must  f i ght  
for  i t , 

Sj  How about  rosettl ejoont? 

H: About  the some at t i t ude. But  on t hi s i ssue, the young people of  thi s bl ock 
took a very aggressive at t i t ude. I f  the i ndi vi dual  fami l y soem to hevo hod 
SOCJO resentment  against  such i ssue as regi st rat i on and trasaouflage not  factory, 
they eventual l y seam to take act i ve part  i n the end through the infl uence of  
t hei r  sons or  daughters. 

Si  Dur i ng the camouflage net  factory end r egi st r at i on, di d tho ni sei  - o when i ssei s 
put  up opposi t i ons? 

H: IJ o, no def i ni t e stand was made. I t  was very qiet  t oi l  many ni sei  took part  i n 
working i n tho factory, ¿- ''other  at  f i r st  would be vo ŷ much agniast  i t  but  when 
hi s son comes homo wi th a l argo check, the parents1 at t i tude would change 
gradual l y and i n the end ent i rel y favors tho dee. 

J : Sane would be true wi th resett l ement $ woul d»»t  i t ? I t  would i f  tho fami l y i s 
i n good posi t i on to r eset t l e, don't  you thi nk? 

Hi  Yes. I n rogard to t hi s bl ock, i n concl usion X would l i ke o say hat  thore 
ore four  or  f i ve people who ore continousl y br inging up arguments upon any i ssues 
which refer s to evacuees, and tho bl ock i s never  abl o to make any uni ted stand 
on an i ssue. 

S: Lore there anyone who were apprehended by tho ¿131? 

Hi  Uo, 

J i  Coul d you t race the back ôund of  those who are always causing troubl e i n your  
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your block without nomine them? 

They COOG from a family who are HAVING di fficul ty with their ocra dorceatic 
affairs -  per aps the wife does not got along with him, or ho is separated 
or divorced» 

THE EKD 


