
DEVELOPMENT OF GILA JACL 

by Charles Kikuehi 

Chicago, Illinois. July, 1943 

During the Assembly Center Days, the Army restrictions had 

prevented the formal organization of pre-evacuation Jap anese organiza-

tions so that no attempt was made in any of the centers to r esume 

chapter activities. In some of the centers, there was much conflict 

between JACL leaders and other leaders in the center for control of the 

community. This was particularly true in Tanforan and Puy allup. 

In Tulare, there was little outward conflict of this nat ure and 

the JACL was never an issue in community politics, except whe n Nobu ran for 

councilman. (See Jimmy's journal.) Interest in the JACL w as maintained 

largely by the circulation of the Pacific Citizen. However, in Tulare, a 

contact man (Nobu Kawii) devoted all of his time to keep the members pre-

pared for an active status as soon as they reached the WRA ce nter. It 

was this individual who became the recognized leader of the movement at 

Gila. 

In the meantime, another older Nisei, Ken Tashiro, had be en mimeo-

graphing many articles pertaining to the evacuation and t hese had been sent 

out to all JACL leaders in the Assembly Centers from the Fr esno chapter. 

Although this effort had been financed by the Fresno chapter , all of the 

work was done by Ken Tashiro, a former newspaperman. Tashi ro had never 

been active in the JACL prior to the outbreak of war. Through his close 

association with Larry Tajiri, the editor of the Pacific Citizen, Tashiro 

had become convinced that the JACL was the only body which wa s in a posi-

tion to help the Nisei cause. 
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Tashiro laid tentative groundwork for the formal organiza tion as 

soon as he arrived in Gila during the latter part of July, 1 942. Kawaii 

arrived in early September and the two soon became acquainte d and discovered 

that they had mutual objectives. During the hectic stag es of the Gila cen-

ter, when general confusion reigned, no active steps wer e taken to create 

an organization. 

The cotton picking issue (see Spencer Report and Kikuchi Jou rnal) 

during mid-September was the impetus which brought to  light the need for a 

formal chapter. At that time, the Pacific Citizen had been urging the 

Niseis to support this effort so that a favorable public o pinion could be 

created. Tashiro, as the editor of the Gila  News,  took up this crusade. 

Acting upon instructions from the National JACL, Tashiro , Kawaii, and a few 

other prominent JACL leaders met informally to push the c otton picking drive. 

It was at this initial meeting on September 18 that Kawaii proposed 

a definite JACL chapter. He argued that the JACL could not take a stand on 

the cotton picking issue unless there was a large memb ership to back up 

these policies. It was suggested that the JACL was in disre pute and there-

fore it should not involve itself in community issues durin g the formative 

stages of organization* 

The JACL movement had received a tremendous setback due t o the 

fact that the  Niseis  were too prone to condemn it for its policy of 100 

per cent cooperation with the military authorities. In Gila , the  3e  aders 

did not feel that the opposition would be too great as ther e were only a 

few "radicals" in the center. Most of the Niseis at that time e ither accepted 

the JACL passively or they had no interest at all. It was lar gely a rural 

group which had never concerned itself with such problems. To them, the 

JACL was a social organization. Tashiro recognized that the Gila Niseis 



p. 3 
REPORT 

Charles Kikuchi  , 
Chicago 
•were an unsophisticated lot and he felt that the JACL wa s the only con-

tinuing body that could work in their behalf. Recognizi ng that the JACL 

had made mistakes in the past, both Tashiro and Kawaii dete rmined to give 

it a new lease on life and encourage a liberal leadership« 

The National JACL felt that with the lifting of the WCCA rest ric-

tions, it would have more freedom of action. It realized that it could not 

be organized on the old chapter basis so that leaders fro m the various cen-

ters were sounded out on the best method of revitalizing th e group. A 

National convention had been planned for November, 1942 , and Tashiro and 

Kawaii were named as delegates from Gila by the national off ices. Organi-

zation procedures were left in their hands. 

The Gila leaders quickly realized that evacuation eliminat ed the 

possibility of reviving all of the former chapters since the re was only one 

community in Gila. The WRA had taken a position of "hands  off"'  in regard 

to these organizations so that Tashiro and Kawaii felt imm ediate action should 

be taken. 

In the September 18 meeting, Tashiro outlined his organiz ational -

plan for the JACL. He pointed out that it would be most pra ctical to estab-

lish the JACL as a community wide civic and fraternal body, o ne for each 

camp. Its functions were to study the problems arising out of the enforced 

move into the coinmunity, to help improve physical conditi ons, and to promote 

civic pride. Because of the antagonisms against the group, T ashiro urged 

that all effort be made to keep the JACL aloof from the inter nal politics 

of the camp. He recognized that it would have to be non-par tisan in 

center politics in order to make any progress. 

Tashiro stressed the point that the JACL should make no atte mpt to 

control the community council either through actual member ship or acting in 
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an advisory capacity. He felt that stressing JACL adership a s a qual-

ification for office would do irreparable damage to the ca use. Tashiro 

hoped to make the JACL into more of a fraternal body in order t o promote 

such things as a JACL credit union, JACL fraternal insurance , JACL scholar-

ships for students, and to assist in relocation. He point ed out that the 

greatest assistance and service that the Gila JACL could r ender the community 

would be to give financial assistance to the development of t he recreational 

program since no funds for this purpose had been allocated b y the 1IRA. 

Many of these suggestions had been adopted by the National J ACL 

office and these had been mimeographed and sent out to the lea ders in the 

various camps. In typical JACL style, an appendix had been attached to the 

circular and this was made the strongest point for reorganiz ation: "And 

above all, we who still believe in .America, and expect to remain in this 

country, can unite even on this one common basis alone. We s hall have a 

difficult and grave responsibility in properly guiding our own children to 

grow up as American citizens with a proper background so that they may take 

their place in American communities when they are released from the relocation 

centers after the termination of the war." 

Tashiro felt that a more practical approach was needed, o ne which 

could be understood by the average member. He urged that the  JACL be 

established so that it could help the Nisei to keep contacts w ith the 

outside world and its problems. "It will build up the conf idence of the 

group so that they will be more objective and foresee the har d time which 

will face them afterwards. One of the things vdiich they will have to over-

come is the tendency to become satisfied with leading a prot ected life. This 

will have a most disastrous effect on the entire future o f the group." (p.725) 

The group present at the September 18 meeting concluded tha t this was a sound 
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program, but they were rather concerned that the Niseis did n ot give these 

things serious consideration» 

After this initial meeting of September 18, the JACL moveme nt slumped 

as most of the leaders were concerned with other immediate c ommunity problems 

such as housing and food. Kawaii and Tashiro, however, were s incere in their 

efforts and they kept pushing the program, without much succ ess. During 

mid October, a strong effort was made to gain public suppor t by stressing 

the importance of the Nisei vote for the California general elections for 

November, Kawaii managed to reach the ear of Fryer, who was then the acting 

director of the community, and an office was granted to the  JACL in block 

42 (civic block) to assist citizens in the absentee ballot ing. Forms for 

this purpose had been obtained from the national office» At the same time, 

Kawaii had large posters made up showing the various chapt ers of the JACL 

which were represented in the community. They were Alamed a, Contra Costa, 

Fresno, Lompoc, Parlier, Pasadena, San Gabriel, San Luis O bispo, Santa Bar-

bara, Ventura, Santa Maria, Yolo-Solano, and Los Angeles. The Los Angeles 

group had arrived in the center on October 19, but there w ere few JACL 

members represented. It was this group which later raised much opposition 

to the membership drive, Tashiro also printed several art icles in the Gila 

News about absentee balloting, but mention of the JACL wa s only incidental. 

There was some fear that the Issei influence would undermin e the 

JACL, particularly in regard to political beliefs, Kawaii attempted to,make 

it known that the Gila JACL would not be controlled by the Iss eis. Since 

the operating costs of the chapter wsre small, there was not a need to rely on 

the Japanese Association for funds,* plus the fact that the latter groups 

* JACL formerly supported by the Japanese Association» 
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had been dissolved with evacuation. Rumorshad already gone around in 

October that the JACL planned to take over the community gove rnment. In 

order to counteract this, Hawaii made a public statement t hat the group 

definitely intended to stay out of internal politics. He was also aware 

of the bad reputation of the Los Angeles and San Francisco lea ders who 

had failed miserably in their attempts to take over the comm unity govern-

ment at Manzanar and Topaz. Kawaii stressed the point that t he JACL 

should not be judged by what a fewmisguided leaders in othe r centers 

attempted. He quite openly intimated that certain of the Los Angeles 

JACL leaders had used the organization for selfish purpos es in the past. 

Kawaii was convinced that the Santa Maria, Pasadena, and G uadalupe 

chapters, which had a strong former membership, would a gain support the 

JACL because the leaders of these groups had been real lea ders during the 

period of evacuation. Kawaii  was  particularly antagonistic against the con-

servative JACL leaders who had red-baited against labor un ions in the 

past. He wanted to have a liberal membership which followe d the Tajiri-

Pacific Citizen line. In the previous informal meetings, o nly former 

chapter presidents had been invited. Since this group had n ot been particular-

ly cooperative Kawaii decided to call a group of representat ive liberal Niseis 

together for informal "bull s e s s i o n s H e felt that this wou ld be the only 

way to get new blood into the JACL and break away from the pa st mistakes. 

Feeling that Tashiro's plan of organization was not appeali ng enough, Kawaii 

suggested that the center JACL should help more on the outsi de employment 

program of the TfVRA, take steps in city beautification, s upport national 

more vigorously, and make a directory of all evacuees in the center. He 

proposed to advance this program to the National Convention  in November. 
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About this time, Kikuchi became interested in the possib ilities of 

a revived JACL. He had never been a member before, in fact,  he had actively 

opposed the group during the evacuation period, Hoiwe ver, not being able to 

find a liberal group in Gila, such as existed at Tanforan, Ki kuchi felt that 

this organization would come closest to his stand on Amer icanism. Discussion 

with Kawaii on October 28 records his views: "I thought that o ne of the 

first steps would be to take a much firmer stand on America nism right 

here in camp instead of merely letting the leaders do a lot o f flag waving» 

The time for straddling the fence is past and there is no two ways about 

it» If they don't sincerely believe in this country, th ere is no use in 

yelling for their rights. The Niseis are still hesitant abo ut the whole 

thing and they feel that since they have been rejected there i s no use in 

antagonizing the Isseis. Although they do believe in Ameri ca as  a whole, 

they hesitate to come out openly on this point in this place » Nobu agreed 

that this w>uld be one of the most difficult tasks since the Niseis couldn't 

be guaranteed that even this would improve their status an y»" (p. 1010) 

Kawaii was a trifle impatient that he could not make any head way 

in the membership drive. He felt that the church group wa s going to give 

the JACL competition. It was his belief that the JACL was th e only vehicle 

through which the Niseis could be heard as Americans. He fea red that the 

religious groups getting control would be harmful becaus e this would be a 

factor in splitting up the community into Christian and Bud dhist factions» 

He was quite emphatic in his stand that the church should con fine itself 

solely to religious matters. "The church groups are too inc lined to be 

jelly-like when the chips are down and they will resort to a god that myster-

iously is never around at such times." Kawaii approached sev eral of the 

Christian ministers to get their assurance that they wou ld not become invol-
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ved in the wider issues which were in the sphere of the JACL . This guaran-

tee was quickly given by the ministers since they did not w ish to arouse 

c ommuni ty ant ag  oni sms• 

Kawaii and Tashiro decided to take immediate action so a ge neral JACL 

meeting was called for the first week of November* They al so wanted to have 

some sort of showing for the national conference in order to justify their 

selection as delegates. Kawaii felt that in order to have a  successful 

drive, the Isseis would have to be appeased* He did not want t hem to have 

any control over the group, but he did want their confidenc e. Tashiro was 

greatly opposed to this playing up to the Isseis and he refu sed to use the 

newspaper to make an appeal to the Isseis. He felt that the J ACL was purely 

a Uisei problem and no concern of the alien group. A comprom ise was reached 

when Tashiro managed to obtain a statement from a war  veteran,  an Issei 

citizen, saying that the veterans were 100 per cent behind t he JACL program« 

Tashiro and Kikuchi were both opposed to making any con cessions towards the 

Isseis, as "too much of this Issei influence is what made t he JACL weak-

kneed in the past and the Issei group is pretty powerful ar ound here." (p.1042) 

Prior to the first mass meeting, several of the organizers we re 

approached aid warned not to try and organize. These warning s were generally 

ignored. Kikuchi records (p.1047) "One of the fellows came up to me and 

he said that I should not »stick my neck out 1 about Americanism here, 

because I would have to live with the Isseis here and they cou ld make things 

very tough for me. I told him that this was my conviction and that I would 

stand up for it any place. This fellow (a block manager) s aid that the 

Issei control was strong here and the success of the JACL movement in the 

camp would depend on the leaders not antagonizing the Isse is. I told him 
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that the time for these considerations was past and it was up to the 

Niseis to make their firm stand now and no longer straddle t he fence. The 

block manager did not think that the JACL could succeed in thi s now, because 

the organization already had too many enemies and the suppor t is weak«" 

In spite of these informal warnings, the general meeting pr oceeded 

as scheduled on November 4, 1942. There were only 45 Niseis pr esent at the 

meeting, one-fourth of the audience was girls. They repres ented 10 former 

JACL chapters, but the largest delegation was from the Sant a Maria chapter* 

There was little doubt that many Niseis had been scared  away by rumors that 

there would be violence. 

Kawaii in his opening statements mentioned that there wer e enemies 

of the JACL that were working against the group for no reason  except an 

emotional dislike. He said that it was very important that u nity among 

the Niseis be achieved in order to protect their own interes ts. He stressed 

this point over and over again during the meeting» 

Since the Salt Lake convention was rapidly approaching, t he national 
to 

offices had sent out a letter asking the leaders to sound out /the Niseis 

about attitudes towards the army. The national policy ha d been to ask for 

the opening up of the army on a volunteer basis, and it wanted t o know how 

far this would be supported by the people in camp. In this pr eliminary 

discussion, very significant arguments (in view of the late r developments) 

were engaged in at the meeting. TNhen the question of vo lunteering was 
a 

asked, it was pointed out that it could mean setting up of/s pecial class— 

not on an equal basis with Caucasian soldiers. And, it was al so pointed out 

that if enough did not volunteer, the Niseis could be autom atically drafted. 

There was some concern that a draft would take all the abl e bodied Niseis 
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as there was 210 allowance for dependency. One Nisei said tha t the parents 

were getting old and the young people would not like to lea ve them. It was 

from this meeting that the rumor started that the JACL asked for army service 

on a volunteer basis. Since this was a significant point wh ich later affec-

ted the JACL drive for recognition, the discussion on the ar my (as taken 

from ck journal P. 1077 ff) follows in details (Tashiro an d Kawaii were 

for volunteering, but the sentiment of the audience was aga inst it*) 

to 
"Nobu (Kawaii) wanted to sound out/the group present on what 
estimate of volunteers they would give if the army opened up 
its ranks for Nisei volunteers. One fellow got up and he 
said that this was a touchy question. 'If the Niseis were 
put on a draft basis they would take all of us. I believe 
that volunteering would be the better choice, but if only a 
few Niseis volunteered, we would be subject to great critic ism, 
just like they did on the cotton business.*" 

"Nobu stated that the issue was more important than that.  'We 
are making this program on the basis of equal rights for th e 
Niseis in all respects. It would be a credit to the Niseis 
if we could get the army to open up the draft privileges to 
us. If we were only subject to volunteering, that would put 
us in a special class. Therefore, we must ask to be placed 
on an equal basis with the Caucasians. However, if a quota  n 

is set up for each center, it may be filled up by volunteers. ' 

"Another fellow then responded. «But we still are under the 
local California draft boards so that the centers would 
have nothing to do about any quotas for the Niseis.'" 

Globus 'Well, if they won't volunteer, then they could au to-
matically draft us. That would be much better than our 
present 4C classification.'" 

"Xs 'Regardless of that, even the Caucasians cannot volun-
teer now.' There was a little debate on this point. Another 
point was then brought ups 'Most of the Niseis in camp are 
1A unless engaged in agricultural pursuits, and the commun ity 
will be drained of all the young blood. Our parents are get-
ting old, and we just can't leave them flat. Maybe we shou ld 
all go on the farm project.'" 

"There was a laugh at this, and somebody proposed that the 
Farm division start a propaganda program to that effect. O ne 
fellow bet that all the Niseis would flock to the farm and ge t 
projects then, and he was not so certain that so many Niseis 
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would volunteer for the army* *My guess is that the volun-
teer number from here would be low because we are not eligi ble 
for army promotions like other Americans of other stock.* " 

"Nobu answered: 'The majority of the fellows that went fr om 
Pasadena before, all got rankings» The Nisei soldier seems 
to be a little brighter than averageEveryone looked pleas ed 
when he said this, except one fellow who said that this was 
not entirely true because the Niseis were not eligible for 
officer's training. But his friend said that Dr. Furuta in 
Camp number 1 was supposed to have been drafted just before 
relocation, and he would have been eligible for a commiss ion» 
But his father died, and his mother was dependent on him, so 
he had to ask for a change of classification. He said that 
Furuta would be willing to go into the army right now»" 

"His friend then answered that a lot of the Niseis would n ot 
volunteer if they were denied combat duty* X felt that more 
would volunteer under such conditions  f because they have 
more chance of coming out without mangled bodies* 1 Ken 
broke in with the information that the first Nisei soldie r 
to come into Butte was here, but he could not publicize it 
because the soldier was taking a chance, and he had come in 
without official permission." 

By this time the audience had grown to about 80 so that Kawaii 

started the regular meeting. Most of the group were form er members of 

the Santa Maria chapter, a very active JACL group in the p re-evacuation 

period. Since the proposed membership drive was the main t opic of the 

evening, an estimate of strength of the former chapters in c amp was made. 

It was found that there were almost 800 former chapter membe rs in the two 

camps — Butl© and Canal — which were dividedas follows: 

From: Butte Canal 
Contra Costa 20 80 
Yolo-Solano 10 20 
Fresno 5 80 
Santa Maria 200 — 

San Luis Obispo 80 — 

Lompoc 30 — 

Santa Barbara 7 � 

Ventura 100 — 

Pasadena 150 — 

San Gabriel Valley 20 — 

Long Beach, L.A., S.F., etc. 50 � 

633 180 
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Kawaii of Pasadena, and Miyake Utsunomiya of Santa Maria cha pters 

were very optimistic about potential membership as they fe lt they could 

bring in their local chapters intact. Tashiro was less opti mistic as 

most of his following was in Canal. For this reason, he later a ppealed 

that the membership drive should cover both camps instead of merely Butte. 

This policy was not adopted« 

Kawaii then made a stirring speech for all Niseis to sup port the 

JACL as it "has sold itself to the American public and they have confidence 

in its program." He pointed out that the VJRA administration  recognized 

the group also by giving it an office and the promise of a pai d secretary. 

In summing up the work for the Gila JACL, Kawaii stated: 

"Most important of all, the Nisei must show a united fron t. 
Our problem of resettlement is the most vital question fac ing 
us now. There are hostile groups on the coast that want to tak e 
our civil rights* Our national office is fighting this wit h 
all its power. The Pacific Citizen, through the publicit y it gives 
the Niseis, is doing us more good than any organ has ever done. 
The Federal officials have great respect for it." 

"We must back National to supply them with information and 
help out in their program, which is for us. This will raise 
the morale of 'National' when they know that we are backing 
them. They are in constant contact with governmental offi-
cials, and they can only keep going under such difficult c ondi-
tions if they know that we are vitally interested. A strong 
chapter here will prove that." 

Kawaii then announced that he was going to the Salt Lake Conve n-

tion to meet with the other leaders and work on the main the me of reloca-

tion and resettlement. 

Board of Directors of ten members to act as the steering comm ittee. 

(Constitution not available.) This group would select the Chairman, vice-

According to the Constitution, provisions had been mad e for a 

chairman In addition, Kawaii pro-

I 
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posed a representative in each block to "push the JACL ." He stated that 

these representatives in the blocks would be unofficial s ince the adminis-

tration had frowned on this policy as it felt that the JACL w ould cause 

conflict with the self government of the community» 

After some discussion on camp politics, it was again stres sed that 

the JACL would avoid trying to dominate center politics a s "this creates 

frictions and animosity." Kawaii believed that the JACL ha d a greater 

purpose than this* 

"The community council will take care of all internal affair s» 

It is our function to concentrate on such things as absente e balloting, 

job replacement, and contacting the public opinion on the  outside«" 

In order to sign up as many members as possible, it was decid ed 

to reduce membership fees from $2.00 to 50 cents. Half of th is amount 

was to be sent to National. There was some fear that the JACL would not 

get good response. It was recognized that there was much cr iticism about 

past actions of the JACL. Harry Miyake, Central Block Mana ger, and des-

tined to be the key political figure in Gila then made an emo tional appeal 

for the Nisei to support the JACL for the sake of their par ents future. 

Miyake was formerly an officer in the Santa Maria chapter and he was res-

pected in the community since he was an older Nisei and a per son who did 

not unnecessarily tread on Isseistoes. He said: 

"In the assembly centers, the JACL was forbidden to organiz e 
by the army. It has been six months since we were first evacua ted 
and many of the Niseis are now dormant. We are beginning to fo r-
get about the advantages we held in the past. Now we feel tha t 
•we are in a safe home and we tend to forget about the JACL, 
which is fully aware of the vast implications of our problems * 
This drifting into a sense of false security is dangerous." 

"Gila is one of the first TIHRA centers to start up again . We 
should all get behind the ball and get it rolling in orde r to 
make a showing for the other centers. We must not forget tha t 
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the JACL is also working for the safety of our fathers and mo thers, 
Yie have many former leaders here, and they will do a lot for us if 
we support them with confidence. We can only support »Natio nal' 
with little finances, but we must remember that they are ke pt going 
courageously by our attitudes» They are working for the 'w hole 
Japanese people' here« Topaz has told them to stay away fro m their 
center, but the JACL will continue to fight for all of us. Vie 
should not condemn the organization because of dislike of the leaders 
in the past. This is petty. We must bear in mind that they are 
doing much for us right now," 

Ken Utsonomiya, former National Executive Secretary, and  one of the 

strong Nisei leaders in the center followed up this appeal. He said that 

the Niseis and Isseis "bicker" too much, 

"Now they are trying to tear down years of work because of the 
personal grudge against the leaders. They forget that the JACL 
is the only Nisei organization to gain national promin ence. We 
are not trying to make JACL the one and only organization. It 
is representative of all small organizations and in this w ay we 
hope to utilize all the leaders and potential leaders for the 
good of the Niseis, It would throw overboard ten years of work if 
the -whole organization were thrown over at this time. The reason 
for the dislike of the past was due to the lack of coordinatio n. 
The Los Angeles chapter is a prime example. They failed utter ly 
because the leaders worked at cross purposes. They had the be st 

leaders, but 
they were always fighting against each other and they neve r did 
get together," 

"One of our purposes here will be to get the University group s, 
the Christians, the Buddhists, Scouts and other groups to sup-
port and make a unified group. This cannot be done through the 
churches because of the religious differences. If our pol icies 
are wrong, let us change them, and get the right leadership . Do 
you people here realize that Butte will organize the first JACL 
chapter in any center?" 

With all of this preliminary softening up, the meeting was th en 

turned over to the business of electing the ten man board of governors. 

It was suggested that the board be temporary since the ful l potential 

membership was not present. The chairman felt that this was essential in 

order to get the support of the Santa Anita section. Another proposal was 

to let the Board members hold office until January 1 and the n elect for a 

six-months period after that. There was some concern that th e Santa Anita 
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group was not represented as their support was necessary in o rder to unify 

the center. However, it was discovered that there were only a small hand-

ful of JACL members in the Santa Anita group so it was finall y decided to 

elect the Governor's Board for the remainder of the year . At first it had 

been decided to elect one man from each former chapter, but this was found 

to be impractical since some chapters had better qualifi ed leaders than 

others. 

The following 19 were nominated: (details on elected member s later) 

1. Ken Utsunomiya 
2» Tom Hiroshima— Former officer in Santa Barbara chapter» O rganized 

Forum group. Prominent in Agricultural Division of 
project. 

3. Taki Asakura 
4. Nobu Kawaii 
5. Harry Miyaki 
6. Ken Tashiro 
7. Gilbert Kurumatsu. Los Angeles leader. Organized and h eads Gila 

Cooperative organization. 
3. Frank 'Tanaka — Leader in Pasadena JACL. 
9. Henry Kurubara 

10. James Nakamura — Former officer in San Luis Obispo chap ter. Actively 
interested in camp politics and later editor of Gila 
News • 

11. Izzy Otani —• Block manager and former officer in Ventura chapter. 
12. Henry Teruzawa — Officer of Contra Costa Chapter. Work ed in employment 

office. 
13. Charles Kikuchi 
14. Mary Obata — U.C. graduate. Leader in Rec. Dept. former officer of 

Yolo-Solano chapter. 
15. Dr. Earl Yusa. Dencist from Santa Maria. Later chairma n of community 

council. 
16. Verlin Yamamoto. 
17. Buichi Umeda — War veteran. La Issei. 
18. Mitsumori 
19. Florance Hasagawa — English teacher in Gila H.S. 

The following ten were elected. A1 except Kikuchi were form erly 

active in JACL work and six of them had been chapter presi dents. 

1. Harry Miyake — Santa Maria. Central block manager and ke y figure in 
center politics. About 40 and father of 5 children. 
Born in Hawaii. One of the managers of big produce 
companies in Santa Maria. Formerly held office in Santa 
Maria chapter. Reported that he volunteered into Army, 
but this needs checking. 
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2. Ken Tashiro — Fresno, editor of paper. Later volunteered into the 
army. Age 35» 

3. Nobu Kawaii — Pasadena, Organizer of movement. Former lab or union 
member. University of Missouri graduate. 33. Father 
of child. Later volunteer into the army. 

4. Ken Utsunomiya — Santa Maria. Former National Executive  Secretary. 
Head of camouflage committee. 32. Former president 
of Santa Maria Chapter» 

5. Taki Asakura — Organized Santa Barbara chapter. 33. Hou sing supervisor. 
Stanford graduate« 

6. Charles Kikuchi.—  Hypocrite.  (U.C. Social Welfare Department Supervisor) 
7. Mary Obata—• U.C. graduate« Rec. leader. 30. Only woma n on board» 
8. Verlin Yamamoto — S.F. church leader. X-Ray specialist in hospital. 

Active in S.F. JACL. 
9. Henry Kuwabara — Former San Gabriel chapter president» B lock manager. 

Later went to language school» 
10. Nisuike Mitsumori.-- L.A. Issei war veteran. Later went to University 

of Michigan to teach. Formerly a lawyer» 

In Gila, this was the most liberal group in the center, end a ll of 

these people were leaders in the community. Although they he ld key 

positions on the project, they never did stress JACL conne ctions» 

Before ending the  meeting,  assignments were made to write up reports 

about the center so that Kawaii and Tashiro could make a report to National 

in the Salt Lake convention. (Several of the reports in Ki kuchi diary 

someplace.) A boy scout troop was sponsored and the Farm Man agement prog-

ram to recruit workers was also supported in order to gain a favorable 

opinion for the JACL in the community» 

On November 7, the first board meeting was called in ord er to plan 

the membership drive, but this had to be postponed because of conflicting 

dates of five board members. The remaining five discussed ge neral Nisei 

and JACL problems informally. The discussion centered aro und Nisei apathy 

and the dilemma of dispersal» 

Kawaii was rather disappointed that more interest had not been shown 

in the JACL as he had tried hard to get the Niseis to think abo ut their 

future. Utsunomiya was more optimistic and he thought th at the whole Japanese 
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problem would be solved in ten years if they dispersed. It wa s pointed out 

to him that "we could not eliminate social and economic cond itions no 

matter what the desires of the Niseis were." Utsunomiya bel ieved that the 

Japanese problem was special and that "we also had to work fo r our parents," 

However, the board members were not sure that dispersal would -work since 

there was the element of social isolation» The discussion th en Trent on 

to matters of future JACL policy» 

It was decided to aviod a JACL "closed corporation. M 

Draw in college people to get the more liberal Niseis. 
Avoid tie-up with religious interests» 
Development of a number of committees so that many people w ould be 

active in the JACL program» 
Have meetings on a "service organization basis" — with prog rams 

and other typical Rotary Club events» 

An attempt was made to clearly define the stand iwhich shou ld be 

made in regards to Kibei membership. The Gila Young Peopl e*s Club (Kibei) 

was strongly organized by this time with over 250 dues-pa ying members» 

It was commonly known that they tended to take a pro-Japan stand. Several 

of the JACL board members did not think it wise to approach th e Kibeis for 

membership, since it was feared that they would sign up as a gr oup and take 

over the JACL to the detriment of the Nisei cause. They felt that this 

would be harmful for the Americanization program» Kawaii a nd Tashiro 

proposed to bring up the issue at the Salt Lake Convention to d etermine 

if the national JACL had a policy in regards to this matter. The board 

members were divided on this question as some felt that the JA CL should 

be neutral in this matter while others thought definite acti on against the 

Kibeis should be taken. In order to publicize the JACL more, i t was 

decided to have a JACL page in the Gila News» 

On November 10, 1942, the Executive Board met for the first time» 

By this time, it had become clear that the JACL would only be able to 
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function as a board in order to get anything accomplished as there was 

not much hope that the general membership would be active. H awaii was 

elected as the chairman of the board; Utsonomiya, vice-ch airman; and Ki-

kuchi, executive secretary; and Yamamoto, treasurer. Te ntative plans 

for the membership drive were drawn up and for a subscripti on drive for 

the Pacific Citizen. In order to have some competition in the drive, each 

board member was made a team captain. Since Kawaii and Tas hiro were 

shortly leaving for the national convention, discussion a s to what the 

chapter policy regarding volunteering or draft was starte d. It was 

agreed that this was a most difficult question to answer, t herefore 

Kawaii stated that he would ask that the Niseis be put on the  same basis 

as the rest of the American citizens, without attempting t o give any 

figures on any percentage of this center's Niseis who wa nted to volunteer 

or be drafted* 

For the rest of the month there was little activity on the pa rt of 

the JACL. The movement in Canal died out entirely due to the s trong Issei 

opposition, much stronger than in Butte. The Niseis were v ery apathetic 

about the JACL and not interested one way or the other. Th ere was a 

tendency to withdraw from the realistic things of life by pl unging into the 

daily rounds of their work and their socials. Most of the Nis eis were con-

tent to live from day to day or else they were afraid to face the possibil-

ities for their future. 

In the meantime, Kawaii and Tashiro were carrying the load of the 

chapter and as soon as they left for the convention the move ment to or-

ganize the JACL stopped since the other leaders were too b usy with other 

camp interests. At the Salt Lake Meeting, the National JAC L took a stand 

on the following issues: (see minutes and discussions.) 

Re: membership 
volunteers 
camp conditions, resettlements. 
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Upon Kawaii and Tashiro*s return, a board meeting was called  imme-

diately for December 1, to hear their report and to get the m embership 

drive underway. The issue of Kibei membership was immediat ely raised in 

view of the Tada beating -which occurred that very eveni ng. It was the 

general opinion that the Kibeis would do everything in th eir power to 

undermine the JACL. It was pointed out that the Kibeis had a strong 

Issei backing and that they would not try to get into the JACL, but the 

danger would come  from'  their opposition. Utsonomiya believed that they 

would actively try to undermine the pro-America groups, b ut that the JACL 

leaders should not be scared off by their threats. Several of the board 

members stated that they had received threats for their JA CL activities. 

Kawaii announced that he expected to get a beating but that w ould not 

make him change his  views.  He urged the others present to take a similar 

stand in order to encourage the Niseis to make a strong stand for their 

rights. The board had been freakened when one of the memb ers departed for 

the intelligence school. In the months that followed, the JACL movement 

suffered seriously by having its leaders drained off by t he Army or resettle-

ment. Mas Oji, assistant central block manager, was appoint ed to the vacancy. 

He was formerly connected with the Santa Maria chapter and p rominent in 

the Christian church activities in the center. 

It was pointed out that the Kibeis won a lot of Isseis suppo rt by 

providing talent shows for the Isseis and that they were p lanning to give 

mochi to each family for New Years. The board members fel t that it was 

their duty to report any Kibei who definitely engaged in  subversive 

activities. There were several board members "who did no t believe that the 

JACL should adopt this measure as an official policy and it  would harm the 



REPORT p.  2 0 

Charles Kikuchi 
Chicago 

membership drive and open the organization up to charges of spies, and 

therefore, scaring prospective members away. 

The assignment of the teams to definite wards was postponed  because 

all of the board members were reluctant about canvassing t he Santa Anita 

section, which was very anti-JACÎ  (probably due to thei r antagonism against 

the Los Angeles chapter.) 

On Sunday, December 5, another board meeting was held, thi s time to 

definitely proceed with the membership campaign. The dis tricts and poten-

tial membership was charted out. It was found that there were 2736 citizens 

18 years of age and over in Butte. They were divided as fol lows: 

Block Total 

(table on page 1434 of Journal — also at bottom of page 20) 

On the basis of total citizens, most of the board members we re very 

optimistic about possible membership which could be enlis ted during the week 

of the drive — December 12 to 20. Yamamoto proposed that the quota be 

1500. The rest of the board believed that 1000 would be abou t right. Ut-

sunomiya did not agree with the others and he felt that 750 members would 

be the absolute maximum because of the general suspicions a gainst the JACL. 

An oath of loyalty was supposed to be taken with each new mem ber, but the 

forms were never provided so that this matter was allowed to drop. A mass 

meeting was called for December 8 to create public inter est in the member-

ship drive. 

(p. 1435 ck journal) 

Block Total 

28 100 

29 73 
30 55 
31 68 
32 71 
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Block Total 

33 70 
34 79 
36 76 
39 97 
40 90 
44 76 
48 108 
47 114 
46 77 
49 95 

51 76 
50 66 
52 111 
55 91 
56 48 
57 87 
58 86 
59 76 
60 84 
61 70 
63 93 
64 106 
65 87 
66 72 
72 100 
73 77 
74 89 

Total 2,736 

During the next few days, the team captains had considerab le difficulty 

in getting Niseis to work on the teams during the drive. Th e Poston 

strike and the Manzanar riot which had just been announce d over the radio 

about this time, created a mass feeling against pro-Am erica groups and many 

Niseis were unwilling to face Issei parents while making th e rounds for 

JACL membership. Most of the Niseis approached stated that they were willing 

to join the JACL, but "they did not want to stick their necks o ut by solic-

iting membership." These Niseis had been staunch JACL fol lowers in the 

pre-evacuation period. The real reason for refusing to serve on the team 

was expressed by one of the older Niseis, a councilman, (p. 1 443 of Journal) 

"The JACL was all right on the outside, but it makes a lot of mistakes and 

the Niseis don't trust it. And you know how the Isseis and Kib eis feel. 
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YiTe have to live right among them and it's no use in raising their antagonism 

They are very difinitely against JACL, These people say 'W hat about evac-

uation? 1 and the Niseis can't give them a good enough answer. I'm a 

councilman and I don't -want to make a lot of enemies, I wi ll take out 

membership, of course, and also spread the work around quie tly* All of the 

young kids have told me that they are against JACL and it wou ld be funny 

if I went around and tried to sell them on it now,' 5 

Other attitudes expressed were: An older Nisei, married wi th a child 

A former member of Santa Maria chapter said, "I will have to he ar what they 

say tomorrow night at the mass meeting. If the JACL is like w hat they 

were in the past, it's no use in joining. They never did te ll us what was 

going on, I realize that the Niseis need a voice, but I want  to put my 

trust in an organization which I am sure about»" 

A recently married school teacher: "I don't want to serve o n the 

team, but I am willing to give it another try with my membersh ip. In Pas-

adena I belonged to the Civic League and we joined the JAC L as a chapter 

but that was a big mistake. All we did was to get our picture s taken 

and keep donating to National, I don't think they used the right approach 

to the whole evacuation," 

A secretary who married a Kibei: "I'm willing to join but I don 't 

think that I can serve on the team. My husband is a Kibei an d he is 

violently against the JACL, You should come in and argue wi th him, I'll 

even take the Pacific Citizen, But Frank won't join and he wou ld not like 

it if I served on a team, I've only been married a month and I  can't 

afford to break up my domestic happiness yet," 

From these expressions three reasons for the anti-JACL  feeling 

came out: 
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1. A feeling that the JACL let them down at the time of evacua tion. 

2.  Mis trust  of the JACL leaders. 

3. Fear of the Issei-Kibei strongarm, which appeared to be quite strong. 

One board member summed up these attitudes as follows: (p. 1444) 

"They are all so damned afraid to face the public and make a stand. They 

will join, but they never will play more than a passive role . The time for 

that kind of stuff is past." 

By December 8, all of the team members had not been selected yet, 

but the first large mass meeting was held anyway. Despite a b itter cold 

evening over 250 people crowded into the messhall. There had been rumors 

circulating that the JACL had asked for the Niseis to be put on a volunteer 

basis for the army and the large turnout was in response to f inding out 

if this was definitely true or not. The audience felt tha t Kawaii could 

give them the inside information since he had just return ed from the 

National Convention in Salt Lake. Kawaii denied the charg es and then he 

went on to give an excellent talk on the future of the JACL and the need 

to support it. There were only two representatives from the Santa Anita 

area at this meeting. 

In the discussion period that followed, Kawaii made it clea r that 

Isseis would not be eligible for associate membership "du e to the war 

situation." He also stressed that the Niseis and the Isseis f uture was 

in America. "For those Isseis who see no future here, they c an expatriate, 

but our stand is firm." There was a general reaction in the aud ience in 

favor of this remark, although some of the Niseis present i nferred that the 

JACL should bring the Isseis along with them, and they wante d to avoid 

the issues which would step on Isseis toes. 
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The Internal Security department had heard a rumor that ther e was 

going to be a disturbance at the meeting so that two warde ns had been 

stationed in the vicinity. It was learned afterwards that so me Kibeis 

had been planted in the meeting in order to start a demon stration, but 

they lost their nerve when such a large audience turned o ut. The Community 

Service Director Hoffman was quite disturbed when he found t his out as he 

had believed that he was treating the Kibei Club fairly. Th is incident 

contributed to the later administrative fear that the JACL would cause 

friction in the community and the WRA staff was a little cons ervative in 

giving full recognition to the group« 

There was some reaction about the threatened Kibei demon stration 

by some of the strong JACL leaders. One of them was overheard making the 

following remarks, which indicates the strong pro-Americ a Nisei attitude. 

Tosh Kawaii: "The spineless  Nisei I  We are letting a small minority 
intimidate and scare out the majority because the Niseis won 't get 
up and fight for their principles. Hell, if we get organize d, they 
won't dare try a thing. The Niseis are  too  apathetic and split up 
into little cliques so that the Kibei element looks strong er than 
we are, but if we can get together and firmly stand our ground , 
it would end all of these troubles of the various camps. No bu will 
probably get slugged, but he can take care of himself. The N iseis 
just do not realize their strength. We should get rid of thes e 
gangsters right now... As long as the Niseis do nothing here as a 
unified body, the agitators are going to get stronger and st ronger. 
Get rid of the leaders and the others will automatically poo p out." 

From this time on, the opposition against the JACL broke out into 

the open. With the rising public sentiment, a number of the m embership 

team people dropped out for fear of harmful repercussions . A proposal was 

made to postpone the drive until the "feeling died down a l ittle" Board 

members were accosted on the streets by Isseis who urged t hat the JACL 

be discontinued "because it was not working for the whole co mmunity since 
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it advocated that the Niseis be drafted«" Other Isseis expr essed the 

sentiment that they were too old to be going out to resettle w ithout the 

Niseis to help them. The strongest opposition came from t hose groups who 

disliked the JACL because they considered that the evacu ation was due to 

the organization "advocating" it* This feeling of resentm ent and bitterness 

mounted rapidly. Issei parents forbad or discouraged thei r Nisei children 

from having any contacts with the JACL, simply because pres sure was put on 

them by other Isseis in the block. 

A minority group of the board of directors (Kikuchi and Tosh iro) 

objected to postponement of the drive upon the principle that the Niseis 

could not afford to give way to intimidation. It was felt tha t this was 

the time for the Niseis to stand up for their rights and not be dominated 

by the Isseis any longer. 

Rumors that the JACL caused the Manzanar riot swept the comm unity 

so that the feeling was directed against the Gila group Yihi chms attempting 

to organize. A black list, including most of the board mem bers, had been 

circulating. At this time, the community was upset over th e Tada beating 

also, although this feeling was stronger in Canal. On Decem ber 10, Harry 

Miyake, one of the board members and the central block man ager, received 

an anonymous letter written in Japanese which threatened hi m with bodily 

harm if he did not quit the JACL activities. The letter als o mentioned 

that Nobu Kawaii and Tashiro were included in this threat and  any other 

JACL leaders who tried to "harm the community." It stated t hat the JACL 

caused the evacuation and that the group had no place in th e lives of the 

Japanese evacuees anymore. It urged Miyake to rely more upo n the Japanese 

government. 
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The letter further accused Miyake and other JACL leaders of using 

the organization to play up to the administration so that th ey could get 

softer jobs. It advised him to quit his activities at once bef ore harm 

came to him and his family. This letter was taken to the Inte rnal Security 

department, but the writer was never traced. This letter dis turbed Miyake 

but it did not frighten him out. He felt that he was being misu nderstood 

by the Isseis since he was working for their interests also. He was in-

decisive about postponing the membership drive* 

On December 11, at the meeting of the team members and the b oard, 

the announcement of this letter was instrumental in causing a vote for 

postponement. Several of the board members had not been ab le to enlist 

team members, especially in the Santa Anita area, and they pl eaded for 

more time. The minority of the board, who were in favor of going ahead 

regardless, were voted down. It was decided to postpone th e drive for one 

week. A mass meeting was called for the Santa Anita area on the night 

prior to the drive to arouse some support from that section o f the camp« 

As events turned out, it was a mistake to postpone the driv e because 

it gave the opposition an opportunity to solidify their ant agonism against 

the JACL, and to scare off potential members. The represen tative of the 

Spanish Consul, De Amat, was a visitor to the center during  the week on 

the night of December 12. Several of the block councils had held meetings 

to discuss his visit. These were Issei groups who suddenly f elt that 

Japan was not going to let them down and they were hopeful th at Japan 

would work out their future. The discussion is these meeti ngs rapidly 

turned to a denunciation of the JACL. 

! 
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It m s the opinion of these Isseis that the JACL should not be 

allowed to organize in Gila because it had sold the evacuee down the 

river. One of the block chairmen made the remark that he had  seen a 

letter which the JACL had sent to DeWitt of the Western Defen se Command 

signing an agreement to evacuate. He referred to the resol ution stressing 

cooperation after the evacuation order came out, but t he Isseis understood 

it as a letter asking for evacuation. 

At the same time, many informal forums were being held aro und the 

block fires during the evenings. The general attitude was th at the Nisei 

leaders were only interested in saving the Niseis. Willi amson of the 

Internal Security urged that the drive be postponed until a fter the New 

Year since he confidentially informed one of the board mem bers that a 

roundup of the subversive groups was being contemplated and he wished 

to avoid having an open conflict develop between these group s and the 

JACL. This recommendation was not followed. Williamson was under the 

mistaken impression that there was some center of subversiv e activity 

perhaps in Denver or some other center which sent out instr uctions to the 

agents in the various camps. He said that it was no coincidenc e that the 

pattern for violence was the same in all of the centers. He stated that 

he would like to censor the mail if he could. Apparently Wi lliamson did 

not recognize that it was similar conditions in each of the c amps which 

caused the unrest, plus the factor of evacuation. 

In order to boost the JACL, the Gila News on December 15 had an 

editorial and news publicity to the coming dri\'e. It was del iberately 

planned by the editor (Tashiro) to clear up some of the mi sunderstandings 

which had been sweeping the community. (Attach Dec. 16 Gil a News.) 
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A page was devoted to an official release "by the War Departm ent 

and YfRA on the Manzanar riots in order to counteract the rum ors sweeping 

the community about the uprising. On the next page, a deta iled explanation 

was given on how the clothing allowance would be distribute d. The Tada 

beating had occurred to the general unrest of the people on t he belief 

that only promises and never clothing would be given. A pa ge was also 

devoted to the opening of the net project in line with the cha pter's 

policy to push pro-America activities. The community was op posed to 

anything that would help America's Y/ar efforts. Another so urce of unrest 

was the fear of starvation so that a statement was given on the food 

supply in the center. It was pointed out that Gila was on food  rationing 

along with the rest of the nation. 

Finally, the whole editorial page was devoted to the JACL . Titled 

"JACL Yforks for Common Cause — Seeks to Dispel Misunders tanding," and 

written by Kawaii, the article was a plea for community un ity and an 

attempt to present the JACL in a more favorable light. It po inted out that 

the JACL was the only organization through which the Nise i could protect 

their civil rights and that the group was interested in pro tecting the 
it 

welfare of the Issei in An.erica also. Above all̂ /was empha sized that the 

JACL was working for all evacuees and not only for the memb ers. 

At the same time, the JACL Board decided that counter propag anda 

should be spread through public meetings in order to encour age the Niseis 

to make a clear stand for this country. Kawaii was appointe d to make the a 

public talks since he was the only member of the board who had/great deal 

of experience in public speaking. Various organizations i n the camps were 
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contacted and they were favorably disposed to the idea. The officers of 

the Kibei Club were approached and they requested that Ka waii speak before 

their group and clear up the JACL stand on the Army voluntee ring» Kawaii 

replied that he would be glad to do this, but that he would o nly speak in 

English. He proposed that he would bring along Miyake t o act as an interp-

reter, but the Kibei Club insisted on having an interpreter from their 

group. Kawaii brought along his own interpreter anyway in or der to make 

a check and see that his statements were not twisted around. There was 

some talk that Kawaii would be "embarrassed and put on the spo t." The 

board members decided to take no risk of having any bodily har m come to 

Kawaii so that several of the board members went along -with  him for his 

protection, over Kawaii*s protest. Three wardens were a lso sent by the 

Internal Security Department. In this meeting, the audien ce displayed a 

general attitude of skepticism and scorn for those who be lieved in this 

country. The talk only served to unite the Kibei group even more against 

the JACL. 

In the talks before the Hawaiian Club and the University C lub, Kawaii 

was more successful in explaining the JACL policies. Thes e were largely 

Nisei groups. The Hawaiian Club was a social organization fo r Nisei born 

in Hawaii, -while the University Club of Canal was composed l argely of 

university students who were interested in intellectual p ursuits. Many of 

the members of the University Club of Canal were former me mbers of the JACL, 
but they did not make any move to organize a Canal JACL 
since they felt that their University Club was filling the need for a 

group to discuss Nisei and world problems« 
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The mass meeting called for the Santa Anita section on the ev ening 

of December 16, 1942, was a  complete  fizzle. After waiting for forty-five 

minutes over the scheduled time for the meeting to begin, t here were only 

eight people in the audience, five of -whom were board mem bers. The board 

members were sent out to round up the Niseis and finally su cceeded in getting 

25 Niseis to the meeting. Only four Santa Anitans were in th e audience, 

the others were from the Stockton center and they had been sca ttered around 

in the midst of the Santa Anita stronghold. Stockton had h ad a fairly active 

JACL in the pre-evacuation days. 

It should be noted that there was a considerable resentment a gainst 

the JACL by the many Niseis who felt bitter and had concluded t hat it 

was the cause of evacuation. This was most strongly manifes ted in the Santa 

Anita area of the camp as these people were largely from L os Angeles where 

the JACL had been in great disrepute even before the outbrea k of the war 

due to the conservatism and even reactionary methods of the old line leaders. 

This mistrust was intensified and carried over into the relo cation center. 

The Santa Anita district meeting was an occasion for Niseis to demon-

strate their dislike by calling a general meeting of their own without 

notice in competition to the JACL meeting called for the sam e evening. 

After the evening meal, this group pinned up their ovm poste rs over the 

JACL posters in the area calling for ameeting to organize a Ni sei Club. 

This was to be a social club and Niseis looking for the JACL meeting were 

directed to the Santa Anita meeting by Niseis who had been p osted near the 

messhall where the JACL meeting had been called. The Sant a Anita Nisei 

Club was never organized even though a crowd of over 100 Ni seis attended 

the meeting. Its purpose was served by openly "stealing" away the prospective 

JACL audience. 
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In spite of the opposition and the small audience at the JACL 

meeting, Kawaii proceeded to give his talk. In the discuss ion period a 

Nisei said that other friends of his from that area would hav e attended 

the meeting, but he feared that he would be ostracized if he we re seen 

mingling with a JACL group. Most of the discussion centered around the 

point of how much social life the JACL would provide for its m embers. 

On December 17 another article appeared in the Gila News pus hing 

the membership drive which got off to a very inauspicious st art on that 

day. A committee of the Santa Anita block residents, compos ed of Niseis, 

sent a letter in to the editor (Tashiro) asking whether the Gila News 
by 

was being subsidized/the JACL. They were in disagreement w ith the JACL 

editorial that had appeared in the previous issue. In discu ssing the 

matter over with the board it was decided not to use the news paper so much 

in the future if it resulted in consolidating opinion again st the aims 

of the group* Plans for a weekly JACL page were shelved temp orarily 

until the public attitude changed a little. 

For the next few evenings, the drive went along fairly smooth ly as 

the team members contacted all of their friends first. In s ome of the blocks 

large numbers were signed up, particularly in the Santa Mari a blocks. Since 

the son of one of the richest produce company owners was on t he team, he 

was able to enroll many Niseis by appealing to past friendshi ps. 

After December 20, it became evident that there was developi ng an 

extreme reluctance to taking out membership. The Kibei elem ent now took 

an active role in spreading stories which would discredit the JACL. This 

influenced many of the Issei parents who in turn brought pr essure upon 
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their children. The standard argument in almost every refus al to 

join was the fact that they considered that the JACL was to bl ame for 

the evacuation. The team members emphasized the point that  the JACL in 

itself was nothing, but that it had potentialities in bec oming a strong 

pressure group to work for the benefit of all evacuees and t hat the people 

who stood on the side lines and criticized could do more by ta king an 

active role. There was no attempt to dodge the Kibeis as thi s would give 

them reason for believing that the JACL was entirely for the Niseis. 

However, the point was made clear that they would have to take an allegiance 

oath before they were accepted for membership. 

Many of the Niseis refused to take out membership as they did not 

believe that the JACL was really interested in their future. They felt 

that it was a scheme to get money out of them which they hinted was diver-

ted into the pockets of the "leaders." Some stated that the y had paid 

$2.00 dues just before evacuation and had never received me mbership cards. 

They stated that they were high pressured into taking out membership with 

the promise that JACL members would get better treatme nt by being members. 

Since all evacuees were treated the same by the Army, thes e Niseis felt 

quite disgusted that such a false promise had been made to t hem. 

Many of the younger Niseis refused to take out membership be cause 

they felt that the Nisei soldiers in the Army were being dis criminated 

against and they also believed that they would all be sent back to Japan 

after the war anyway so that it was no use in trying to figh t it. These 

individuals believed that there would be great opportunit ies in all of the 

territories which Japan had conquered, assuming that Japa n would continue 

to hold all of the area which they have conquered up to the pr esent* 
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It was quite evident that the emotional dislike of the JACL w as 

growing. There was a general tendency to project all of the problems of 

evacuation upon the JACL and blame it for their discomforts . Personal 

dislike for the Gila JACL leaders was another reason for n ot joining. It 

was rumored quite freely that Nobu Kawaii had urged all of the people of 

Pasadena to store all of their things away and only take on e grip to the 

Assembly Center, but -when Kawaii evacuated he brought all o f his personal 

effects, including rugs and chairs. This was the basis fo r the accusation 

that he was selfish and that the only reason he wanted the J ACL was to get 

personal prestige. 

The emotional reaction, combined with the general Nisei ap athy, 

resulted in a slowing down of the membership drive in the w eek before 

Christmas. Parental influence became a much stronger factor, to the 

point iwhere parents would order the team members away fro m their apartments. 

In several instances, the parents would make such an issue o ut of their 

children joining that Niseis involved cancelled their membership in order 

to avoid the home conflict. 

There was also fear that the JACL was a trouble making organi zation 

and that all of the riots in the various camps were due to it. T he people 

felt that the JACL did nothing for them before evacuation an d that they 

could do nothing now but make trouble. Many of the younger N iseis expressed 

the opinion that they could not have any "fun" by joining  and they would 

wait to see what their friends did first. This apathy towar ds the future 

was as common as the emotional dislike for the JACL. 

At no time was there a definitely organized pressure movem ent against 

the JACL, although the Kibei Club opposed it almost to a man on an informal 
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"basis. It was largely a matter of individual opposition. A s pecific example 

of parental pressure was the occasion on which the JACL secre tary resigned 

from the position and dropped out of the JACL because of her m others fear 

that harm would result if it became known that she was c onnected with the 

organization. This young girl had been the regular secre tary for the Pasa-

dena JACL chapter. She stated that her father was quite bitt er about the 

evacuation which he blamed on the JACL and he had forced her t o resign. 

On December 22, an attempt was made to organize another commu nity 

club by an Issei who claimed that he had 300 Isseis backing hi m and he 

stated that his organization would be "better than the JACL, Kibei Club, 

or any other club in this camp." A mess hall was granted for thi s meeting 

which ended up by becoming a forum to denounce the JACL acti vities. One 

Issei got up and he said that they should not be too hard on t he Niseis 

because "many of the high Japanese officials "had told them to be loyal 

to America before the war." Yamashiro, the Kibei Club presi dent (he was 

later removed from the community because of the registrati on issue) then 

got up and denounced this Issei and he said that the man was onl y making 

his statements from his mouth and not his heart and if anyon e believed 

differently, he was a "baka" (dumbbell). The audience app lauded Yamashiro. 

From this time on, the Kibei group were quite open in displa ying their 

"Japanesy" spirit. They felt a contempt for the Niseis who c ould not 

speak Japanese well enough to explain the JACL to them. The re was an 

agreement made among themselves to speak only Japanese duri ng the remain-

der of the time that they were in the center to show where their sentiments 

lay. 
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The board members met the same evening in a laundry room in or der 

to figure out how they could break down this opposition. They were fairly 

satisfied with the drive as it was going at that time as th ey felt that 

the opposition made the work more difficult. In some blocks, not one Nisei 

took out membership. The board agreed that the parents and the Kibeis 

were the chief obstacles. It was suggested that one of th e war veterans 

be contacted to talk to the parents. Miteumori was select ed since he had 

considerable prestige among the Isseis. He was not success ful in changing 

the Isseis opposition much since he was unable to contact a ny number of 

them. 

At this same time, there was a considerable emotional r eaction on 

the camouflage net project which had just started to recrui t workers. The 

Issei-Kibei element was unwilling to help the war effort in any way so 

that there was much agitation against it. One of the delibera te rumors 

that was started around was that the JACL had asked for the net project. 

The general idea was to discredit the net project by emotio nally associating 

it closely with the JACL which was already unpopular in the camp. It was 

true that many of the board members had been instrumental i n working out 

the details of the net pay plan, but they had done so as com munity leaders 

and not as JACL leaders. 

It was decided to continue the public relations work and t he board 

made arrangements for Kawaii to speak to the Teachers Insti tute which was 

going to be held over the Christmas holidays. The board was o f the opinion 

that this was a very important thing to do since many of the C aucasian 

teachers in the Gila schools did not know anything about the background of 
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the evacuees« Kikuchi and Tashiro were appointed to accompa ny Kawaii to 

this meeting to assist him in answering questions* 

A $100 donation by an older Hawaiian Nisei was received du ring the 

midst of this opposition which encouraged the JACL leader s to continue 

on with their membership drive* This donation had been give n by a prominent 

business man formerly of Santa Maria. He asked that his n ame be kept anon-

ymous to avoid friction with his block people. This Hawaiia n Nisei had 

arrived penniless in the Santa Maria Valley in 1922. He did no t speak Eng-

lish very well and his education had been limited to a few grades in the 

elementary school in Hawaii. However, he had a keen busines s sense and 

one of the richer Issei farmers in the valley financed a m odest machine 

shop for him* Gradually, he expanded until he was appoin ted the official 

agency for the Chevrolet company. He bought a lot of prope rty and his 

investments made him a wealthy man* This man had always bee n a strong 

supporter of the JACL* In giving the check, he said that he was "grate-

ful to a country which gave him such a chance and he wanted to do his 

part in helping the Niseis remain loyal." It was decided not to publicize 

the story in the Gila News when the editor informed the boar d that a 

delegation from the Kibei Club approached him and critic ized the paper for 

the space given to the JACL without an equal amount given to their club, 

which they felt had greater support in the community* 

The food situation had not improved much and some of the boar d 

members were in favor of investigation of mess operations for possible 

graft. Miyake was particularly interested in this since he had received 

the bulk of the complaints in his capacity as Central Block Ma nager. The 
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majority of the board members voted this down, pointing o ut that it was 

thepolicy not to become involved in internal matters and that this was the 

proper function of the community council. 

The team members were urged to redouble their efforts, but following 

December 23, until after the 28th, no membership was obtai ned* It was 

decided to call off the drive until the 28th because of the ho lidays and 

the rumor about the army. It was discovered that some Issei s and Kibeis 

were going around and telling the parents that they should not let their 

children join because if they did the boys could all be tak en by the 

draft* The basis of this story was due to the Salt Lake st and of the 

National JACL which requested that the Niseis be put on t he Selective 

Service since this was a part of the civil rights of the group. The 

parents took the view that they would not have objected t o Selective 

Service if evacuation had not occurred, but now that the y were all in camp, 

they did not think that the Niseis should go into the army . 

The board determined to carry on the drive in spite of the fact that 

most of them felt that a riot with the Kibeis was developin g* The following 

quotation indicates that the pressure was having its effe ct and that there 

was a general apathy on the part of the Nisei* 

"Gosh, after I hear all that the Isseis are saying, I'm not goi ng 
to join*" 

"I would join, but my parents would object too much*" 

"My father said that I could join the Kibei Club, but not the J ACL." 

"My father said that I can join (a girl) but my brother can't. " 

"The parents in this block don't want us to join the JACL* " 

"One girl said it was too late to do anything now. I asked he r 
if she would stop a leak in a dam if she could and she s aid that 
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the situation was not the same. As far as she is concerned t he dam 
has already burst and everything is lost, I did not argue w ith her 
but pointed out that if she were not willing to lift a finger to 
save herself, who would? She replied, 'Who could now? I may as well 
have as much fun now while I can, I don't want to go out. They 
are only trying to shove us now because they are short of work ers. 
After that, they will shut us up again. It's no use at all and I 
am not going to worry about it because we can't do a thing / 1 

A Kibeis "Confidentially, I don't give a damn about my Amer ican 
citizenship. I'm for Japan and I know she will win the war . Some 
American people are good, but I hate the American governm ent.. It 
treats us like dogs and now it wants us to help beat the Japane se 
people. I'm staying right here until the war is over and the n 
I am going back to Japan. I can't join the JACL because I do not 
believe in the United States anymore. I hope Japan beats the hell 
out of all the democracies. It is false anyway." 

A Nisei youth: "What's the use in making the Isseis get mad a t us? 
I think they know what it is all about. They went through the s ame 
thing we are going to face after the war. It won't do any good to 
try to be like the other Americans because they will never ac cept 
the Niseis. I think I am an American but they never will. If 
they had not evacuated me, I would be more than willing to sacrifice 
anything." 

The vigorous Issei-Kibei propaganda had been successful a nd the 

teams could not make much headway. The younger Niseis were no t getting 

enough of the other side of the picture to keep their m orale up so that 

they were actually beginning to believe all of the propaga nda which the 

Issei-Kibei passed around. It was believed by several of t he JACL leaders 

that the Niseis were becoming too race conscious. The vigo rous propaganda 

had swung many of the indifferent Isseis away from the JACL. They were not 

concerned about the JACL as such, but merely following t he path of least 

experience. 

Although the date for the membership drive was finished, on the 29th, 

it was decided to have one final push. An attempt was made t o sign up 

the Hawaiian Club en masse because they "were tough fell ows and good to 
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have around in case of a brawl*" By this time fear of the draf t and a 

difficult and sudden resettlement were the outstanding ca uses for JACL 

opposition. An attempt was made by two Kibeis to beat up one of the board 

members on the 23rd, but it had not been successful. 

Administrative suspicions of the JACL were reflected in th e attitude 

taken towards Kawaii when he sought a job relating to resett lement on 

January 1, 1943, The Leave Officer, Landward, wondered if his JACL 

activities would be harmful for the position. He believed th at Kawaii 

could handle the work, but because of the antagonisms agains t the JACL 

and the fact that Kawaii was so prominent in the organiza tion, Landward 

had a feeling that this would hurt the WRA outside employmen t, which was 

being contemplated. Landward recognized that certain el ements in the 

center would fight the outside resettlement program if conn ected in any 

way with the JACL or Nobu. He hinted that the administrat ion was a little 

fearful of the JACL because it felt that trouble would a rise as in Manzanar, 

Tule Lake and Poston if it got strongly organized. Landward felt that 

there was too much flag waving and he advised Nobu to lay lo w or unfavorable 

reactions would develop outside of the camp. 

On January 4, another board meeting was held, A tentative da te 

for the first mass meeting was advanced for January 19, It was suggested 

that either Galen Fisher or Bennett be obtained as the ma in speaker. Plans 

were also made to elect the permanent board to hold office u ntil July, 1943, 

Several members of the temporary board had been inactive du e to X-ray work 

at the hospital, illness (Valley Fever), and lack of intere st, Mitsumori, 

the war veteran member of the board, had to resign as he was lea ving for 

Michigan to take a position as a language instructor» 
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The main question at this meeting was to discuss the part tha t the 

Gila chapter would play in the resettlement work. The Natio nal JACL had 

been developing plans for a resettlement program. It had sen t a circular 

around proposing that the National office should act as the coordinator 

for all of the Caucasian groups working for resettlement. Th e board felt 

that the Gila chapter did not have the organization to do th is important 

work. It refused to set up a Resettlement Committee in the ce nter which 

would take all applications and make placements. 

Several of the board members suggested that the JACL was onl y a 

tiny cog in the resettlement program and that it could not  begin to handle 

the complex problems of getting the people out of the center . They felt 

that this was a WRA function and that it should remain a gover nment res-

ponsibility. Lack of personnel and experience was the basis for this 

decision. This was the first time that the board had reall y bucked an 

ambitious program of the National Headquarters. The Natio nal Office 

went ahead regardless and proceeded to set up a resettlement  office. This 

office has not functioned as it was intended and interest has turned from 

employment to housing and now to social adjustments. (June ) 

A more obvious reason why the board did not wish to establish a 

resettlement committee was that the JACL was already viewe d with suspicion 

and that if resettlement was connected with it, the people i n camp would 

object to going out on this basis alone. They already believ ed that the 

JACL was responsible for the evacuation. The board felt th at its function 

would be to work on the public opinion more instead of tr ying to create 

an independent set-up on the machinery of leaves which wo uld be taken care 

of by the "WRA anyway» 
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A split in policy came out into the open at this meeting. A min ority 

number of the board felt that the Issei could no longer be brou ght along 

with the JACL. They advocated that the future belonged to  the Niseis and 

that the parents would have to come along behind them. They w ere opposed 

to the theme that "we are working for all of the Japanese peo ple here." 

This group felt that they were only working for the "Amer icans here, re-

gardless of whether they are citizens or not." Under the cir cumstances, 

this minority felt that it was more advisable to stress th e fact that 70$ 

of the evacuees were citizens and that the rest would have t o make their 

choice. They took the stand that there was no more room for f ence strad-

ling or apologizing for the Issei-Kibei. They thought that it was not 

really necessary to do so much flag waving like the Nation al office tended 

to do. 

The board concluded the meeting by revising membership est imations 

from 1,000 to 700 in view of the recent occurrences. On t he 5th of January, 

a clean up drive for membership was started, but the prog ress was slow. 

It was decided to get started on a new program — that of gett ing 

greater membership participation. The board agreed that mo st of the em-

phasis would be on resettlement and to keep up with events on t he outside. 

The board felt that this would dispel some of the administra tive suspicion 

that the JACL was delving into community affairs in viol ation of its policy. 

The JACL movement lagged from then on until the registrat ion issue 

developed. The January 12 board meeting was postponed. A la rge part of 

the cause for this was that the leaders were involved in oth er work. Kawaii 

had kept the movement alive as he devoted all of his time to i t, but with 
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the "beginning of the New Year, he had decided to go into th e camouflage 

work. Miyake was busy in getting the cooperative organi sed; Tashiro was 
the 

busy with the paper; Kikuchi with/social welfare departme nt; Yamamoto with 

his X-ray work; Asakura with the stove problem in the hous ing department; 

and Utsunomiya with community council politics. A minori ty group of the 

board felt that the National JACL was becoming a satellite  of the V/RA. 

ck expresses their sentiment. 

"We are thinking of drawing up a resolution asking Nation al to 
take a firm stand on the right of the loyal evacuees to go 
back to California; National will hardly agree vrith th is 
policy as it is committed to a program of working closely w ith 
the IRA. Already it is getting to be a satellite. But the 
National leaders do not have a clear understanding of the 
attitudes of the people in camp. It does not understand that 
there is a growing opposition towards the resettlement pro gram." 

in 

This split/the board came out into the open in the January 1 7 

board meeting. It was a struggle between the minority lib eral group and 

the more conservative members who represented the National  JACL line of 

thinking. The Gila group gradually swung over to the mor e liberal view 

so that a split with National loomed. 

The discussion began around the matter of the oath of alleg iance 

which all new members were supposed to take. A few of the boar d members 

had signed up some Kibeis although they were not sure whethe r they would 

sign such an oath. This point was settled by a compromise. K awaii stated 

that he would make it clear at the general meeting schedul ed for 

January 26 that the JACL had certain principles to upho ld and that all 

members were obligated to uphold them. If they did not, they should not 

be members. 

The discussion brought out the conservative tendencie s of some of 

the board members who did not wish to directly come into co nflict with some 
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of the elements in. the community. It became clearer when  the question of 

supporting the drive going on for the United War Fund in th e nation arose. 

The purpose of this fund was to divide it among ten nationall y approved 

organizations — USO, United China Relief, Russian War Reli ef, British 

War Relief, and Greek War Relief, Polish War Relief, War P risoners Aid, 

Dutch Relief, and YWCA's Overseas War Emergency. The Ex-S ervicemen*s 

Club was willing to undertake the drive for Gila, but th ey wanted the 

JACL chapter to work with them. The "board opposed this pla n on the 

basis that the people were too poor to be contributing money . The real 

reason came out in the statements made by two of the board mem bers. 

1. "Besides, the JACL has a bad name and they (the community ) 
would oppose it." 

2. "There*s no use in creating further community conflicts . 
The people don't want to give anything to groups that will 
help American soldiers that are fighting the Japanese." 

Another member of the board stood up in support of the drive , sug-

gesting that the chapter should at least give it token suppo rt just to 

show that it was in favor of such a worthwhile project. I t was pointed 

out that the JACL would always be ineffective if it were c ontinually 

being governed by the community pressure. "At times we hav e to uphold some 

principles even if there are elements vàio do not agree with our political 

viewpoints." 

It was finally decided to invite the ex-servicemen to the g eneral 

meeting to make the appeal and that the JACL would not sup port the drive 

as ̂ group, but as individuals and that the members would be encouraged to 

contribute. The board felt that the JACL should not assume co-respon-

sibility for raising funds since it was still in the proces s of a membership 
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drive and soliciting donations itself. Utsunomiya stated that the Japanese 

always over subscribed their quota in the Community Chest d rives on the 

outside, but it was a little different now. A letter was sent t o the direc-

tors of the United War Fund Drive for the State of Arizona exp laining the 

poor financial condition of the evacuees, and a small dona tion was enclosed 

"to show them that we are not soured and bitter towards t he war effort." 

Since the general meeting was for the purpose of selectin g a new 

board for the coming six months, the board attempted to comp ile a list for 

nominations. One of the chief criticisms against the JAC L in the past had 

been that the controlling element got to be a self perpetua ting clique. 

The board was eager to develop new leaders, but it could on ly think of 

eight potential leaders. This in itself is a commentary on t he Nisei 

group which had not developed sufficient leaders even with the crisis of 

evacuation which called for vigorous leadership. Tashiro felt that if 

Kawaii dropped out of the organization, the whole movement would fold up 

due to the general apathy. Kawaii was representative of  the minority 

liberal element of the board, and he did not hesitate to m ake clear his 

stand publicly instead of straddling the fence. However, he was a little 

cautious at times. Kawaii was race conscious to some exten t and he wanted 

to bring the Isseis along with the JACL, if possible. 

The two following letters reflect the trend'of the Gila c hapter at 

this time. A request was made of National to get the Justic e Department 

to allow the Isseis to visit relatives in the internment cam ps. Kawaii 

felt that this move would prove to the Isseis that the JACL "worked for 

all." More important, these letters indicated the growing independence of 
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the Gila group. It felt that National should take a stand that all loyal 

Japanese should be permitted to return to California. Masao ka, the National 

secretary, however, was not receptive to the idea. He urg ed compromise 

and caution on both points. The Gila group wanted to fight fo r its rights 

now, whereas National felt that cooperation with the YiR A was more essential 

and that it was better to hope for the best. Masaoka felt that  if the 

JACL pushed the point that the loyal be allowed to return to Ca lifornia, 

it would only disrupt the resettlement program. He felt tha t it was too 

much to buck the army at that point. "It is my feeling that we m ust often 

compromise in order to gain certain concessions for our pe ople at this 

time...if we stood for principles alone, regardless of the ir consequences, 

we would do greater harm for our people than they are now subj ected to. 

They may condemn us now because we do not stand our ground bu t how much 

greater that condemnation would be if the situation turne d drastically 

for the worse?" 

The Gila Board was quite aroused at Masaoka*s views. They fel t 

that this was not the time for compromise and that this view w as harmful 

for the evacuees. To them, it indicated that the JACL fear ed to stand 

alone and it v/as only showing its short sighted conservati sm by folloiving 

the all out line of "cooperation" with whatever Federal gro up was in control. 

The board felt that it was the JACL's function to be a pres sure group to 

fight the California pressure groups point by point. Nation al had been 

swinging towards this direction slowly through the effor ts of Tajiri, the 

slightly left editor of the Pacific Citizen. 

In the discussion that followed the reading of the correspo ndence 

between the board and the National office, the sentiment wa s expressed that 
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National often spoke for all the Niseis without knowing thei r true feelings 

or conditions in the camps. The board decided to go ahead with its res-

olutions (in letter that follows) if the members would a pprove it. It 

felt that principles should be stood up for immediately w ithout further 

compromise. "We feel that the  time  has come when we should stand our 

ground as firmly as Ghandi and stand for equal rights toda y instead of 

promises for the future. We don't want only »restricted demo cracy."" 

On the January 24 meeting which met for the purpose of fixing the 

agenda for the mass meeting on the 26th, a resolution was dr awn up to send 

to National. The board still felt that it should take a firm s tand on de-

manding that released Niseis be allowed freedom of travel i f cleared by 

the FBI. In view of the recent Gallup poll which indicated th at 93 per 

cent of the Pacific Coast was in favor of justifying evacua tion as a mili-

tary measure, the board thought that it should be a litt le more subtle 

in its resolution. Therefore, the resolution requested Nat ional to take 

a stand on getting the army to allow Nisei solders the right t o come into 

the military area. The Nisei soldiers were not permitted to do so at that 

time, since no soldiers were given a permit to come and visi t their parents, 

in the centers located in the restricted areas. 

The membership drive was officially closed at this meet ing. Some 

750 members had been signed up. The board anticipated an ove rflow crowd 

for the first meeting. Despite good publicity, only 60 memb ers appeared. 

The meeting was publicized as a business meeting which acco unted for the 

poor showing. The members were not much interested in these matters. Cold 

and threatening weather also reduced the potential audie nce. The evening 
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also had several block parties, temporary council meeting , and several 

club meetings which competed with the JACL. The most prob able explanation 

for the poor attendence (out of 750 total membership) was th e indifference 

and general apathy of the Niseis. This large group was not ve ry much con-

cerned about the implications of all the recent development s in regard to 

the evacuees' status in America. 

The chapter had received word that the Committee of Fair Play to 

the American born and alien Japanese were trying to get orga nized on a 

wider basis. They were meeting in San Francisco about that t ime in order 

to join forces between the Southern California and Northern  California 

groups. This committee sent the following letter to the Senate Military 

Affairs Committee pleading for racial tolerance. The prote st as against 

Senators Chandler, Johnson, and Wallgren who were known to be prejudiced 

against colored minority groups in this country. The cha pter sent the 

following telegram to show that the Niseis were aware of the efforts of 

the Fair Play Committee on their behalf: "1000 members of J ACL appreciate 

expansion program of Fair Play Committee. As loyal citize ns, we pledge 

our ifidiole hearted support in fighting for equal rights." 

A memorial to President Roosevelt was also passed •— asking for a 

statement regarding Niseis loyalty. It was felt that such a statement 

would lift the Niseis morals and show them that high governm ent officials 

had faith in them. Up to that time, no public statement had been made by 

high officials which showed the Niseis in a more favorable light. One 

of the members stood up and stated that the Niseis should not  demand a 

statement on loyalty on the basis that they were a distinct class of Amer-

icans, but on the basis that they were Americans insisting  upon their 
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civil rights. He insisted that the JACL membership should take a firm 

stand and quit taking a middle course. Another member bac ked this up by-

saying that every member should take the oath of loyalty a nd that they 

should speak out more often, even in the face of the Issei-Ki bei opposi-

tion. There was some reaction by the audience against suc h a strong stand, 

but they gradually agreed to the idea. 

This was followed up by a discussion on the policy of the c hapter, 

•which was neatly dodged by Kawaii. The question was asked b y one of the 

board members "Should the Butte JACL follow National JACL p olicies all the 

way down the line?" This was an attempt to get a solid backi ng of the 

membership so that the minority element of the board could o btain the balance 

of power. This question was followed up with a general statem ent: "From 

my observations, it seems that National is following a poli cy of cooperation 

and there is every indication that it will become a satili tie of the WRA. 

It compromises on some fundamental issues in the hopes that f uture promises 
in 

will materialize. On the other hand, the Butte chapter is /the mood to 

fight for our principles right now without compromising. Th ere have been 

charges in the past that the JACL officials did not consult the membership 

enough on issues and that it tended to leave the majority 

of the members in the dark. If we are going to have a solid d emocratic 

organization, we should avoid this past mistake at all cost s. I would 

like to ask, 'Just what is going to be the stand of the Butte C hapter in 

relation to National if there is a difference on important policies? 1'' 

Kawaii fearing that the JACL would be disrupted before it  had a 

chance to get organize^ neatly dodged the issue by stating th at National 



p. 49 

REPORT 

Charles Kikuchi  , 
Chicago 

was composed of an emergency board and sometimes it had to ac t without 

consulting the members simply as a matter of expediency . "In war times, 

certain dictatorial powers are acceptable in order to tak e immediate action 

on points that cannot wait until every member is sounded o ut." This was 

a reversal of Kawaii's opinion that the Niseis should tak e a firm stand 

like Ghandi of India. Later he admitted that he had not commi tted him-

self at the meeting because he wanted to feel his way cautio usly and bring 

the members along gradually without antagonizing them. 

Despite the small attendance, the nominations and electi ons for 

the new board were held. Almost one third of the group nominat ed were 

formerly members of the Santa Maria chapter. Although the a udience took 

a strong interest in the nominations, it was clear that the y were proceeding 

on the basis of getting their "home town" chapter leaders int o office. All 

of the temporary board was re-nominated. (List of nominees o n page 1870) 

The final results revealed that five Santa Marians were elec ted« 

All of them wanted to resign so that claims would not be made  that the 

Santa Maria Chapter was trying to run things, but the membe rship present 

at the meeting voted this down. The elected board was to se rve until 

July, 1943. p. 1811 

The five which r eceived the highest number of votes were carr y 

overs from the old board. The plea for "new blood" had been a failure 

due to the lack of interest by the members. In the past, JACL leaders 

had held office perpetually simply because of this failure  on the part 

of the Niseis to take a greater interest in their future. 

The following day, January 25, the Gila News in reportin g the 



p. 50 

REPORT 

Charles Kikuchi  , 
Chicago 

meeting played up the JACL resolution which requested that Nisei soldiers 

be permitted free movement in the military zone. This ed itorial was the 

basis for fresh rumors about the JACL when the Stimson annou ncement about 

volunteering came out on the 28th. 

By February 4, the rumor that the JACL "requested" the vol unteer 

status was sweeping the center. In order to put a stop to it, the board 

held a special meeting that evening to get the true facts and to call for 

a special mass meeting to discuss resettlement. The board  meeting was 

postponed to the next evening since the notice had not been de livered to 

all of the board members. The only decision that was made that evening 

was that the JACL should sponsor a "Buy War Bonds" campaig n since the-

net workers were making so much money. 

On February 5, eleven board members made their appearance , the 

most that had ever met together at any one time. It was deci ded to call 

a mass meeting for the following Tuesday (Feb. 9). Project Director Ben-

nett and Leave Officer Landward had already agreed to app ear. Bennett 

was asked to speak on resettlement, but he also promised to bring the 

army officials for the registration with him if possible in order to ex-

plain the program. 

The discussion then turned to the attitudes towards the army com-

bat unit which was contemplated for the Niseis. All of the m embers of 

the board were of the opinion that it was not the most desira ble thing. 

Bennett had told the members of the board that the army offi cials decided 

upon aseparate unit because the Niseis would probably not fight in the 

South Pacific. He stated that if the Niseis were scattered around in various 
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regiments, they would probably not be sent out with any divi sion that went 

to the Pacific battle fronts. He said that the army did no t think that 

this was deisrable because there would be an added danger that the Caucasian 

soldiers would shoot them by mistake. The board did not beli eve that this 

was a very good reason. The general reasoning was "If the Nis eis are wil-

ling to go into the army, they are also willing to take their chances 

with the other American boys." The board felt that the com bat unit 

proposal made service an obligation and not a privilege, which put the 

board on the spot if it argued against a separate unit. The boa rd felt 

that all of these things should be openly discussed at the ma ss meeting, 

and an overflow crowd was anticipated because of the timely s ubject. 

During the excitement of the next few days, the board took a n all 

out position in support of the Nisei combat unit. On the 9th, t he meeting 

which had been intended to emphasize resettlement was swit ched by the 

administration to stress the volunteering. The Kibeis at th is time made 

their strongest bid for political leadership in the commun ity by attempting 

to exert pressure on the administration. They insisted tha t the army 

officials should be presented before the Kibei group in stead of the JACL 

since they were not sure about what the registration meant an d they wanted 

an explanation. They were informed that the JACL meeting h ad been scheduled 

first. This meeting with the army officials was the only m ass meeting 

held which was not sponsored by the administration. 

The mass JACL meeting was jammed. About 600 Niseis were insi de 

and an overflow crowd of over 400 were outside. Public speak ers had 

been set up outside for their benefit. The crowd was predo minately 
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male, although a large number of women were also there. The Ki bei Club 

had called off their meeting and they attended en masse. The J ACL was 

obviously not the drawing card. The crowd was interested in  the highly 

controversial topic which had suddenly been sprung upon them and there was 

a great deal of confusion over what it was all about. Word h ad gone cut 

that all the Niseis would be subject to the draft and all the young fellows 

came to find out if this was true from official sources. The o utstanding 

atmosphere of the gathering was one of definite cynicis m. The JACL 

board had previously decided to dispense with the regular J ACL business, 

recognizing that the audience was there for a different  purpose.  (A 

discussion of this meeting should be included in the repor t on registration 

The meeting revealed that the community was rapidly reachin g a 

crisis point, înce the JACL had sponsored the meeting, th e rumor began 

to spread that all of the volunteering trouble was due to thi s group. 

However, the emotional opposition of the community was di rected more 

against the government policy of registration and volun teering rather than 

the JACL as such. 

The registration issue was the supreme test for the JACL . It was 

the first time that the Niseis as a whole had an opportuni ty to support a 

principle through the organization. The membership did no t meet the test 

and from this time on the JACL was a fizzle with only a larg e paper mem-

bership but no active body, with the exception of the boar d. The board, 

more or less, had to commit themselves to a definite stand s ince it was 

on the spot. Some of the leaders would have liked to remain o n the fence 

in order to pacify the community sentiment, but they were for ced to dec-
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lare their stand because of the important issue involved. Su rprisingly-

enough, all members of the board took an active role duri ng this period of 

the registration. In small groups, they made a canvas of ever y apartment 

in some of the more agitating blocks (such as the Turlock a rea) in order 

to explain the whole registration to the Issei parents. In s ome cases 

the argument was used that they should answer favorably fo r the sake of 

their personal safety, the point being made that the army ma y take over if 

any demonstrations occurred. It was impressed upon many of t he parents 

that they should do nothing that would jeopardize the future of their 

children. This was probably the most effective appeal.  On  the whole, 

the contacts made by these board members (who acted in their capacity as 

community leaders) was instrumental in calming many of th e emotionally 

disturbed Isseis down. 

This action by the board members was not received favorab ly by 

several of the groups in the community, notably the Kyowa Ka i. (Issei 

Club) Some of the hotheads in the group openly announced tha t they 

would "get" Nobu Kawaii and Ken Tashiro because it was thei r activities 

that "got them into all this mess." Several threatening le tters were 

sent to the homes of Kawaii and Tashiro. The two leaders beca me worried 

about the safety of their parents so that they reported the m atter to the 

Internal Security office. They were given protection by wardens who were 

stationed near their homes at nights. It did not affect their  pro-America 

attitudes any. 

Two leaders of the Kyowa Kai feeling that the group was getti ng 

out of control sought to wash their hands of all responsibili ty in case 
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of violence by reporting to the administration that they we re withdrawing 

from the organization. They stated that the organization wa s not acting 

as a body so that it should not be blamed for any trouble that occurred« 

Privately they informed Tashiro and Kawaii that they sho uld get out of 

camp before harm came to them "like to Kido." The two Kyowa Kai leaders 

were later picked up by the FBI in the general round up of the d isturbing 

individuals in the community. 

Tashiro, Kawaii, Terazawa, Mayeda, and Miyake (not cert ain of him) 

of the board followed through with their stand on the registr ation and army 

issue by volunteering into the combat unit. Tashiro and Kawa ii kept their 

volunteering a secret for the protection of their families. Tashiro let 

the news out that he was going to Cincinnati for an outside jo b so that 

his family would not be ill treated after he left. He had a wif e and two 

children. Tashiro stated that he did not enlist to escape the wrath of 

the community. He felt that he had everything to gain by ar my service. 

"Not only will it guarantee a future for my son, but it will al so give me 

a chance to fight for something I believe in. Hell, I'll n ever be able 

to give my family $10,000 for three years of work if I didn't g o into the 

army." He was referring to the Army War Risk Life Insurance p olicy, and 

presuming that he would be killed in action. He left in Marc h, and was 

inducted in April. 

Kawaii 1s aged father became extremely ill about this time. During 

his visits to the hospital, various Isseis would go to his h ouse to scare 

his mother and wife by saying that something was going to hap pen to him if 

he did not stop his JACL activities. Rumors began to circul ate that he 
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was hiding in the hospital because of fear of the communit y and that he 

had been beaten to death. It was widely believed that the JAC L had 

compiled the list for the round up -which occurred on Februa ry 16. Kawaii, 

having good reason to believe that his fanily would not be s afe if they 

remained in Gila, had his wife and family transferred to Hear t Mountain 

before he was inducted in April» 

On March 11, the board met in an attempt to keep the JACL from 

entirely dissolving. The board members were the only ones wh o were con-

cerned in an active way with many of the problems which rel ated to the 

evacuees. The members were not interested in the organizat ion and they 

continued on their passive ways. (Don't know how many JACL m embers 

joined the army, but I may be able to check later when I go th rough the 

list of volunteers.) 

There were only four members present at the board meeting. Tashiro 

took the view that a small active group was more desirable s ince a large 

group was too unwieldy to handle. He had tried to get the peo ple in Canal 

camp active, but they refused to take any initiative so that m embership 

plans for that camp were dropped. Tashiro wanted to start a new drive 

to get every Nisei who volunteered into the organization as members. He 

felt that this was necessary in order to keep the prestige  of the JACL 

up since he believed that there would be a continued need for the group 

to protect Niseis rights even after the war. The board did not feel that 

a drive for membership would be acceptable in view of the furor raised 

over the registration issue. The board felt that it had made s ome headway, 

notably in the changes in the National policy which had re cently created 



p. 56 

REPORT 

Charles Kikuchi  , 
Chicago 

a Civil Rights Committee that would definitely take an act ive interest in 

the test cases appearing before the course. This was in lin e with the 

view that the Niseis rights should be fought for immediately . The board 

felt that it had been of some influence in this change of Natio nal policy. 

(The Santa Maria Chapter in June contributed $1000 from its t reasury to 

National with the request that it be used for this purpose.)  The National 

office denied that this was a reversal of the policy of "coop eration" with 

the government since it actually constituted an affirma tion of the policy 

that the cooperation was done under protest and without adm itting its 

constitutionality. The National JACL felt that there wou ld be no hampering 

of the war effort to test the constitutionality of evacuati on at this 

time since evacuation was an accomplished fact. It did f eel that it would 

determine once and for all the basic right of minority groups under the 

constitution. The National office itself was in the proces s of a rather 

crucial reorganization at that time since several of the le aders were 

going into the army. An emergency circular had been sent out to the Gila 

Chapter to submit names for replacement. The board did no t have any sug-

gestions. One of the members suggested that it was perhaps a good thing 

if the JACL would die a natural death instead of being choked  out of exis-

tence, but the rest of the board did not agree as they felt t hat the JACL 

was needed as long as there was a "Japanese problem." (ins ert 2213-17) 

(Look up diary notes in this meeting)^ . ^ . . . . , . 

In order to take an active part in the volunteering, the cha irman 

asked for opinions of the board in regard to the participat ion of the Butte 

Chapter in sponsoring or in cooperation with other organiz ations in spon-

soring a send-off party for the volunteers. The board f inally decided 
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that "at this time it would be most advisable that the Butte Chapter NOT 

publicly take part in any such activity." Miyake suggest ed that the 

chapter could perhaps extend a token to the volunteers. Th is suggestion 

received favorable comment, but it was decided that since the volunteers 

were expected to leave within the following week, such a pla n could not 

be successfully carried out. This indicated that the boar d now felt it 

was in a very precarious position and in fear of losing it s entire mem-

bership if they were not cautious. 

The chairman then asked for opinions on the extent to wh ich the 

chapter should participate in community activities. "Miy ake stated that 

National is doing a tremendous amount of work; but in the cent ers, if the 

residents are going to continue accusing the JACL of its stand and of its 

activities, the individual chapters will not be able to do much." The 

chairman then stated that he recognized the fact that most o f the leaders 

of the JACL were entering the armed forces which would leav e it without 

much leadership. Hoivever, he felt that it was important t hat the JACL 

should continue as an organization "because it is the only on e of its kind 

for Japanese in America." 

In order to combat some of the feeling against the JACL, it was 

felt that there should be a wide distribution of the pamphl et "What are we 

fighting for?" He thought that better individual support co uld be ob-

tained if the members and others in the community knew what t he JACL stood 

for. He requested the board to supply names of all members, names of anti-

JACL Niseis, and names of Niseis in the armed forces so that t his pamphlet 

could be sent to them. Kawaii then continued on, saying tha t there 
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"will be much publicity from both the War Department and th e JACL National 

offices on the Nisei Combat Unit and people will criticise th e JACL for 

its stand on the reinstating of the Selective Service to th e Niseis, but 

in years to come, those who condemned will praise the JACL."  He concluded, 

"active duty will give the Niseis the opportunity to regai n their rights 

as well as the right of,all Japanese who have adopted this c ountry. We 

cannot forget the sacrifices these fellows are making; w e must pledge 

ourselves to keep going on in spite of criticism." 

Another board member then proposed that thejButt© chapter should 

hold regular JACL meetings with prominent guest speakers to show the 

center residents that the JACL was still in existence and als o to give 

a good accounting of the membership dues. There had been n o general mass 

meeting since February 9, a month previous. The question t hen arose as to 

what would happen to the JACL after resettlement. It was co ncluded that 

although the various chapters would not be able to do ver y much as a group, 

individual members should keep in contact with their cha pters and "cooperate 

as much as possible• " 

The meeting was closed with a discussion on the registratio n. 

Miyalce felt that the Isseis should not be condemned for thei r opposition 

as they were in a very difficult position. "We Niseis are also in a 

peculiar circumstance. If we prove loyal to this country, we would more 

"I 

or less be disloyal to our parents. Many parents are broad  minded but 

many are sensitive, and this barrier makes it much more d ifficult for the 

Niseis to volunteer. Miyake had been called to testify befor e the Chandler 

Investigating Committee during the week. 
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Another board member, Oji, who had supervised the registra tion pro-

cedure expressed his opinion that the army would have obtai ned a better 

response in its volunteer enlistment program if the peri od of time for 

volunteering was made longer and if it had granted an extenti on of time 

before induction. He added that if the army had publicly cl arified 

such matters as the privilege of volunteers to effect an imm ediate trans-

fer of members of their families to other centers, a better r esponse would 

have resulted* 

One more board meeting was held before the JACL chapter be came 

practically defunct* An emergency meeting was called for Ma rch 16, but 

little reorganization was accomplished. With the board le ft in the hands 

of the more conservative members, there was a tendency to dr ift along 

after the more liberal leaders left the center shortly fol lowing this 

meeting* 

In the March 16 meeting, the problem of the degree of partici pation 

in community activities of the chapter was again brought up and thoroughly 

discussed. It was stated that at the formation of the chapt er, it had 

been decided that the JACL would not be too active with th e center. The 

chairman reminded the group that with more and more boys le aving from time 

to time for the army, the feeling towards .America on the part of the Isseis 

would become better, so with the departure of the first gro up if  volunteers 

from the center, the JACL should come to the front by cooperat ing with the 

ex-servicemen to watch movements of antagonism against th e parents of the 

volunteers. He pointed out that many of the parents of the v olunteers for 

the Intelligence School experienced much discomfort. He f elt that it 
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would be a good idea to work closely with the ex-servicemen si nce they 

did not hesitate to take a strong stand upon Americanism. An other board 

member felt that it was the time for the chapter to come fo rward and make 

a strong public stand so that the pro-Japan forces woul d never again be 

in such a strong position as a pressure group as it was during the regis-

tration period. With the 750 membership, the board felt strong enough to 

do this if it could not succeed in unifying the anti-Nise i group which 

for the most part were apathetic about the future and anti -JACL in large 

numbers. The board felt that it could do a good service as we ll as show 

its hand by working for an Honor Roll of some kind to be plac ed near the 

Administration Building. This would reveal to both the peo ple and the 

visitors that the Niseis were playing a definite part in the w ar effort» 

On the Honor Roll, it was proposed to place all the name s of Niseis who 

were drafted before Pearl Harbor and who had parents in Gila ; Niseis who 

volunteered for the Intelligence School, and the Niseis who were volunteering 

into the combat unit. 

From April on to July, the Gila JACL has been inactive. Nomi nally 

it is still in existence, but its only activity is in foll owing the National 

JACL line, which is also in a bad way now. The Gila board has n ot met 
the 

formally in the last two months. (According to/secretary  who just came 

out here.) The registration issue was the crisis point arou nd which the 

membership could have been solidified, but due to the gen eral apathy, the 

JACL has become a weak political influence in the center s ince then. The 

more vigorous leaders have all left the community for the ar my or resettlement. 

Although the Gila JACL is dying a natural death, it cannot b e concluded that 

it was not a significant pressure group in the community du ring its career. 
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MINUTES 

JACL EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

The first meeting of the new executive board was called to  order by 

chairman, Nobu Kawai, at 8:00 p.m., Thursday evening, Febru ary 4, 1943, at 58-1-D, 

Rivers, Arizona. 

Those members of the board present were: James Ezaki, Ken Ki tsakao, 

Nobu Kawai, Harry Miyake, Ken Utsunomiya, Charles Kikuc hi, Mas Oji, George Aratani, 

Tom Hirashima. John Morooka was absent. 

Being the first meeting of a new board, an election of a c hairman was to 

be held but was postponed until a future meeting when all m embers of the board 

could be present*  / 

The new secretary for the Butte Chapter, Merry Otomo, employ ed under the 

Community Services Division of the War Relocation Author ity, was introduced and 

her duties were defined and clarified by the chairman. The hours between 9:30 

a.m. and 11:30 a.m. were established as office hours and ap proved by the board. 

Arrangements were to be made by Mr. Harry Miyake to move the  JACL office from the 

Civic Block to the Community Activities Section Building , Recreation Hall 51. 

Mr. Charles Kikuchi suggested that the membership drive be left open for 

another week and the blocks 71, 72, 73, and 74 be declared open territory. This 

suggestion was carried through by general consent of the me mbers present. Mr. 

Nobu Kawai stated that the membership books already collec ted would be sent to 

the National Headquarters so that members may receive thei r cards. Nominations 

were then made for those persons on the various teams of the membership drive 

campaign whose efforts were thought to be most deserving of JACL pins, previously 

designated as prizes. Nominations were as follows« 
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Team "B tt  — Teddy Osaki, Charles Mayeda 
Team ,f CM — Harry Kamiya, Mrs. Kamiya, Faye Nakagawa 
Team "D" — John Morooka, Ken Kitasako, Ben Fujiwaki, Hen ry Yamagata 
Team "E" — Masayuki Goto 
Team ,f F" — George Aratani, Harold Shimizu, Mac Yaki 
Team "G m — Henry Terazawa, Bill Yukawa 
Team "H n — Richard Enseki, Bob Toyoda 

After due deliberation, the following twelve of these seve nteen nominees were 

selected: Teddy Osaki, Charles Mayeda, Mrs. Kamiya, Faye N akagawa, Ben Fujiwaki, 

Masayuki Goto, Harold Shimizu, Mac Yaki, Henry Terazawa, Bill Yukawa, Richard 

Enseki, and Bob Toyoda. Since only ten of the JACL pins had b een set aside as 

prizes, a motion was made by Mas Oji that additional pins (2) be purchased by the 

treasury» It was unanimously carried« 

Mr. Nobu Kawai read a letter from Larry Tajiri acknowledgin g receipt of 

two Pacific Citizen subscriptions and informing the Butte Chapter that they are 

first with 110 subscriptions of all relocation centers wit h the closest rival being 

Tule Lake with 46 subscriptions. He also commended the Butte Chapter on its 

fine work. 

Chairman Nobu Kawai read a letter from Mike Masaoka in answer to a petition 

from this center regarding rights of the Nisei in the armed f orces. Mr. Masaoka 

also made an appeal for JACL members for field work in the n ational office in his 

letter. The chairman stated that if any board member or f riends were interested 

to contact Mr. Masaoka. 

Because of the many problems and questions confronting t he young people 

concerned with the recent orders from the War Department re garding registration 

of all citizens from 18 to 38 years of age and the setting u p of a separate 

battalion for Nisei volunteers, Mr. Mas Oji moved that the Butte Chapter sponsor 

a mass meeting with Mr. Bennett, Mr. Landward, and army off icials as speakers. 

This motion was passed unanimously. Since registration was to begin on Wednesday, 
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February 10, the date and the time of the mass meeting was set for Tuesday, 

February 9, 7s30 p.m. and the place was set tentatively for M ess Hall 52» 

Arrangements were to be made by Mr. Harry Miyake for an in terview with Project 

Director Bennett for the executive board on  Saturday.  A motion was made by Mr. 

George Aratani to appoint Mr. Ken Utsunomiya as program ch airman for Tuesday's 

meeting. The motion was seconded and carried. A short discus sion then followed 

on the segregation of Nisei volunteers into a separate comba t unit, its advaitcge 

disadvantages, and general effects. 

Mr. Ken Utsunomiya suggested that a War Bond campaign be un dertaken by 

the Butte Chapter since earnings by camouflage workers cou ld afford some purchase 

of Bonds. 

It was also suggested that a credit union or seme form of bank ing facility 

be established by the Butte Chapter. However, the chairma n stated that it would 

be more advisable for the JACL to cooperate with such credit union or bank when 

it was formed by the WRA than to undertake one itself. 

Fire insurance for the Gila Relocation Center was mentione d, but it was 

decided that such mutual benefits are based on a long-term policy and would not 

apply to relocation centers. 

Mr. Charles Kikuchi asked if Canal residents were eligibl e for membership 

in the Butte Chapter since a Canal Chapter had not been forme d. The chairman 

stated that no serious effort had been made to form such a ch apter in Canal 

because of strong opposition, but advised Mr. Kikuchi to discuss this matter with 

interested Canal residents and to contact Canal's Unive rsity Club. Mention of 

several former JACL leaders residing in the Canal Commun ity m s made. 

The members of the Board were reminded of their next regu lar meeting, the 

first Tuesday of the next month. The meeting was adjour ned at 9:00 p.m» 

Respectfully submitted. 

Secretary, Butte Chapter JACL 

i 
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JACL EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

Butte Chapter 

The second meeting of the Executive Board was called to orde r by 

Chairman Nobu Kawai at 8;00 p.m., Thursday evening, March 11 , 1943, in the 

Block 58 Laundry Room, Rivers, Arizona. Members present were* Mas Oji, Harry 

Miyake, Charles Mayeda, and Nobu Kawai« 

The chairman stated that the election of a new chairman of t he Board was 

postponed at the first meeting, and because of the absence of the majority of 

the members at this second meeting, it will be postponed ag ain. Mr. Mas Oji 

moved that Mr. Kawai continue on in his present capacity was C hairman of the 

Board« Both Mr. MiyaJce and Mr. Mayeda agreed to this motio n, and it was thus 

unanimously carried. 

Mr. Nobu Kawai asked for opinions of the Board in regard to th e participa-

tion of the Butte Chapter in sponsoring or in cooperating w ith other organizations 

in sponsoring a Send-Off party for the volunteers. It was  decided that at this 

time  it would be most advisable that the Butte Chapter not publ icly take part in 

any such activity. Mr. Harry Miyake suggested that perha ps the Chapter could 

extend a token to the volunteers. This suggestion receive d favorable comment, 

but it was decided that since the volunteers were expected t o leave within the 

following week, such a plan could not be successfully carrie d out. 

The chairman then asked for opinions on the extent to which the Butte 

Chapter should participate in community activities. Mr. M iyake stated that 

National is doing a tremendous amount of work, but in the centers, if the residents 

are going to continue accusing the JACL of its stand and of its activities, the 

individual chapters will not be able to do much. Mr. Kawai stated that most of 

the leaders of the JACL are entering the armed forces, leavin g National without 
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leadership, but it is important that the JACL continue on a s an organization 

because it is the only one of its kind for Japanese in Amer ica. 

Chairman Nobu Kawai read a bulletin from the pamphlet, "Wha t Are Vie 

Fighting For?" on the need for strong individual support a nd which requested of 

each chapter: (1) names of all members, (2) names of Japanese -Americans including 

anti-JACL persons, and (3) names and addresses of all Nise i in the armed forces. 

The bulletin also announced that pamphlets on documentar y case histories on evacua-

tion and of the minutes of the national convention of Novem ber, 1942, are still 

available to 1945 members. Mr. Kawai then continued on, sayi ng that there will 

be much publicity from both the War Department and the JACL Na tional Office on 

the Nisei Combat Unit and people will criticize the JACL for i ts stand on the re-

instating of the Selective Service to the Nisei, but in year s to come, those who 

condemned will praise the JACL» "Active duty will give the Nisei the opportunity 

to regain their rights as well as the rights of all Japanese who have adopted 

this country. We cannot forget the sacrifice these fellow s are making; we must 

pledge ourselves to keep going on in spite of criticism ... •••" 

Mr. Mas Oji suggested that the Butte Chapter hold regula r JACL meetings 

with prominent guest speakers to show the Center resident s that the JACL is in 

existence and also to give a good accounting of the membe rship dues* 

Mr« Charles Mayeda asked, "What will happen to the JACL aft er resettlement?" 

Mr» Oji stated that although the various chapters may not as a  group be able to 

do very muoh* individual members should keep in contact w ith their chapters and 

cooperate as much as possible» 

Mr» Miyake then gave a report on a meeting with the Senate Inve stigative 

Committee, bringing up the point that a question was raised as to whether in a 

court of law those persons between the ages of 17 and 2 0 who gave negative 

answers to the loyalty question on the questionnaire will be  held liable. He 
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reported that the majority of the negative answers were exp ressed by this group 

and,  al so,  that the parents of these boys had answered the question re questing 

obedience to the laws of the United States and not to hinder  the war effort in 

the affirmative» Mr» Miyake, in conclusion, said, "We Nisei are in a pecular 

circumstance» If we prove loyal to this country, we would m ore or less be unloyal 

to our parents. Many parents are broad-minded but many are sensitive, and this 

barrier makes it much more difficult for the Nisei to volu nteer." 

Mr» Oji expressed his opinion that the Army would get a bett er response 

in its volunteer enlistment program if the period of time for volunteering were 

made longer and if it were to grant an extension of time bef ore induction to the 

volunteers. Chairman Nobu Kawai added that if the Army would publicly clarify 

such matters as the privilege of volunteers to effect an im mediate transfer of 

members of their fanilies to other centers, a better respons e could be expected. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9s30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Secretary, Butte Chapter JACL 
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MINUTES 

JACL EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

A special meeting of the Executive Board was called to order at 8:00 

o'clock, Tuesday evening, March 16, at the Block 58 Manage r's Office, by Chair-

man Nobu Kawai» Members present were James Nakamura, Charl es Kikuchi, John 

Morooka, Harry Miyake, Charles Mayeda, and Nobu Kawai* Mr » Tep Ishimaru from 

Poston was also present« 

Chairman Nobu Kawai presented the problem facing the Butte C hapter by 

stating that with the departure of various cabinet member s for the Army and for 

resettlement, there will be a need for many new Board membe rs« In order to rebuild 

the Executive Board, The Chairman suggested that some of the older Nisei, such 

as members of the Ex-Servicemen's Organization, be consid ered, and that an elec-

tion of officers take place as soon as possible« 

John Morooka was appointed by the Chairman as temporary tre asurer and all 

treasury reports were handed over to him at this meeting. 

Nobu Kawai then requested the Secretary to send the members hip  pins  which 

were designated as prizes in the membership drive to those members of the -various 

teams who were s e l e c t e d m o s t deserving recipients of these pins at a previous 

meeting of the Board» 

The Chairman informed Mr» Harry Miyake that National was fo rwarding to 

him one thousand copies of the pamphlet, "What We Are Fig hting For," to be dis-

tributed to the entire Butte Chapter membership and to inter ested friends through-

out the United States« 

The problem of the degree of participation in community acti vities of this 

chapter was again brought up and discussed« It was stated t hat at the formation 

of this chapter, it was decided that the JACL would not b e too active within the 

center» The Chairman said that with more boys leaving from t ime to time for the 
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Army, the feeling towards America on the part of the Issei wil l become better, 

so with the departure of the first group of volunteers from this center, the 

JACL should come to the front by cooperating with the Vet eran's Association to 

watch movements of antagonism against the parents of the vo lunteers such as 

those which the parents of the volunteers for the Intelli gence School experienced 

and to erect an Honor Roll in conjunction with the Veteran's Association. Nobu 

Kawai stated that the JACL should openly support the Veteran 's Association. He 

also said that the people in the community must become awar e of the war and that 

with the erection of the Honor Roll in a prominent place, li sting the names of 

boys who were drafted prior to evacuation, volunteers to C amp Savage, and volun-

teers for the A. J. Combat Unit, it would make the residents m ore conscious of 

the war and the sacrifice their sons and brothers are making as well as to impress 

Caucasians and visitors with the contribution which this ce nter is making toward 

the war effort» 

The Chairman then introduced Mr. Tep Ishimaru from Poston b y commending him 

for his active interest in the welfare of the Japanese in the relocation centers 

and of his efforts to improve their physical conditions» Mr. Ishimaru gave an 

interesting report on conditions in Poston and of various other experiences» 

Chairman Nabu Kawai suggested that the Cabinet invite other JACL leaders 

to build up the Executive Board and also to have a joint me eting with the 

Veteran's Association in the near future. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Merry Otomo, Secretary -
Butte Chapter, JACL 



fi»? 

Charles Kikuchi 
Chicago, Illinois REPORT 

Sei, 

bncroft 
ocati 0n 

Ubr, 

Analytical Summary of JACL in Gila 

ary 
P*Pert 

The JACL in Gila, throughout its history, was attempting to become a 

strong pressure group in the community as vigorous suppor ters of the Pro-American 

view. As in all of the other relocation centers, the repercu ssions of the 

evacuation upon the lives of the Japanese and their America n-born children re-

sulted in a significant split in community organization. Th e basis for this 

split was, of course, ideological, Pro-Japan vs. Pro-Ameri ca. Spencer in his 

paper on political pressure groups in the community has poi nted out that this 

split between the generations was the cause of friction and discontent* In his 

paper he has given a full account of the various pressure g roups. 

It becomes clear that the pro-Japan element was largely rep resented by 

the Issei-Kibei element. The role of the JACL was to repre sent the pro-America 

group. It has been indicated that the Nisei were not all uni ted on this basis. 

However, the JACL was large enough to create vigorous opposi tion to the dis-

gruntled pro-Japan element which saw no future in this c ountry. It was the only 

united Nisei organization which could take an active st and in expressing Nisei 

opinion. For thisreason, the JACL was significant in the po litical development 

of the community. 

Our meaning of the terms "pro-America" and "pro-Japan" is b est illustrated 

by indicating the opposed views which developed between t he Nisei and Issei-Kibei 

on various issues. The Issei-Kibei thinking had its roots i n the Japanese philosophy. 

Throughout their residence in this country, these groups had come face to face 

with many discriminatory actions imposed upon them. They h ad come to "believe 

that democracy was not applicable to them and that the yello w man had no place 

in the white man*s scheme of things. Fear and insecurity of e vacuation had thrown 

these elements into a panic. In order to have something thr ough which they might 
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achieve the sense of "belonging" they seized upon the pr omises of Japan as their 

salvation« To them, Japan offered greater democratic hope . The evacuation 

process was proof to them that this country was definitely r ejecting the Japanese 

residents and that they were an unwanted element« Most of the group did not have 

sufficient background to recognize that the anti-Japane se hysteria was the work 

of minority pressure groups in California. Following thr ough on this line of 

thinking, these groups felt that the IRA and the United Stat es Government were 

not to be distrusted as they believed they had conclusive ev idence that the 

government was adopting a policy of hate and persecution« The inconveniences 

during the early days of center life, the military guards, the fence, etc., was 

all definite proof that they were considered as prisoners of war» 

This element felt that the pro-America element vrere to youn g and inexper-

ienced to fully realize how empty is future in this country for the Nisei« At 

first they attempted to "guide" them along the correct li ne of thinking« When a 

few of the Nisei leaders refused to adopt this defeatist att itude, a vigorous 

propaganda procedure was adopted in order to swing the maj ority of the community 

to their line of thinking« Conflict was inevitable. The Iss ei-Kibei forces 

made emotional appeals, particularly stressing the amount of prejudice in this 

country, in the attempt to win the Nisei over« They promised a glowing future in 

the Orient for those Nisei who would reject the American i deals« When argument 

failed, force was threatened in many instances« 

The pro-America group, represented in this instance by th e JACL, took an 

equally vigorous view by holding up America as the only hope for the future« It 

was not so interested in converting the Issei and Kibei,-but it was determined 

to prevent the bulk of apathetic Nisei from being swayed by th ese emotional 

appeals« It took the view that evacuation was a military necess ity and that there 

was no use in becoming bitter and frustrated by looking at th e past since there 

still was a future in this country for the Nisei and the lo yal Japanese« It 
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recognized the fact that Fascist forces in California were attempting to strip 

them of their rights, but it believed that these rights would be protected by 

the Constitution» The JACL felt that these rights would hav e to be fought for 

vigorously in order not to get snowed under. 

By cooperating with the WRA and the United States Government , the pro-

America forces felt that progress could be made for thei r future adjustments. 

They felt that race prejudice was not inherent and it could be overcome, but 

that it was up to them to prove themselves loyal Americans» They did not feel 

that any future adjustments could be worked out of the Nise i remained apathetic 

and looked to the Orient for their future. 

The development of the Gila JACL well illustrated this pr ocess of genera-

tional conflict. As soon as the leaders arrived in the But te Center, steps were 

taken to organize a JACL chapter. The Issei-Eibei group s desiring to contest the 

JACL on seeing the organization beginning to grow took ste ps to prevent its 

development. This conflict in general followed the gener ational lines and it 

has its basis in ideological differences. The Kibei eleme nt with its Japanese 

way of thinking was particularly vigorous since the JACL was a threat to its 

leadership and it took a most active part in attempting t o prevent the JACL 

organization. They felt that they would lead the communi ty in the right direction. 

The combined Issei-Kibei forces made numerous appeals to th e bulk of the apathetic 

Nisei who were caught wavering in the middle, and who were un willing to cast their 

lot definitely. (Also to influence the parents of these mar ginal Nisei.) It was 

the struggle to win over this large group that was character istic of the conflict 

between the pro-America and pro-Japan forces. 

The JACL had not had a perfect record in the past so that acc usations 

that the leaders were selfish, that the organization was pol itically rotten, and 

other devices of this nature were used by the opposition to gr eat effect. There 
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was no recognition of the fact that the JACL had changed with t he impact of the 

evacuation« All of this had its effect. The discussion of th e membership drive 

previously indicates the extent of this conflict. 

In order to gain as many members as possible, the JACL lea ders determined 

upon a policy of 

a short intensive and organized drive« Ten team leaders wer e 

appointed who believed strongly in the JACL« It was up to each of the ten to 

appoint nine others to serve with him in the designated ar ea for the drive« The 

criteria for the selection of the team members in almost every instance was on 

the basis of former friendships in the pre-eracuation chap ter« The nature of this 

selection was, of course, one in which Nisei were selected« There was no attempt 

to select Kibei members for the team membership because o f the antagonism against 

this group which was a continuation of the pre-evacuation  feeling« It was a 

recognition of the fact that the Kibei also differed in his i deological think-

ing and the pro-America board members were determined to dis courage this sort of 

membership« HoY«rever, there was a recognition that ther e were some pro-America 

Issei citizens and Kibei in the center« A n effort was made to bring them into 

the JACL folds through the selection of an Issei Ex-Servi ceman to serve as a 

team leader« It was his function to propagandize for the JAC L among the Issei-

Kibei elements who would be more inclined to fall in with the p ro-America line of 

thinking« This effort was not very successful» 

There were many reasons why the bulk of the Nisei were favora bly inclined 

or antagonistic towards the JACL« Some indication of this h as been given in 

previous discussions« Aside from those Nisei who held str ong pro-American 

feelings, the bulk of the members were not too interested in the JACL as a 

political force« They were chiefly interested in the opp ortunity of creating a 

large Nisei social group like many of the chapters were in the past« Many were 

aware that their future was at stake, but they were content to play a passive 

role and let others take the lead« 
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The antagonism of the Nisei towards the JACL appeared to hav e itsroots 

chiefly on an emotional level, with the brunt of the criticis m made against 

personalities. Accusations were made about former graf t and corruption, selfish 

interest of the leaders, etc. 

More significant in the failure of the Nisei to join was th e influence of 

the Issei-Kibei pressures. A large majority who were on the border followed the 

path of least resistance by adopting the Issei-Kibei argum ents. A few nvho 

decided to join were later forced to cancel membership beca use of parental 

pressure. In many cases, parental pressure was sufficient t o antagonize the 

Nisei against the JACL. Rumors played an important part i n working up the feel-

ings of the people. 

It cannot be concluded that the large majority of Nisei ref rained from 

joining the JACL because they were in agreement with the ideological beliefs of 

the active opposition groups. As a group the Nisei did not ha ve an esprit de 

corps as among the Kibei group. The Nisei had a variety of oth er interests, 

mostly superficial, with which they were primarily conce rned. Because of this, 

the Nisei had no real common purpose for joining. It has b een pointed out that 

there were many reasons for joining. Under such a conditio n, it was almost 

impossible to get the bulk of the Nisei to work towards a co mmon goal. This 

did not contribute towards group unity. The Nisei were only o oncerned when 

his individual interests were threatened. They had not do ne enough thinking to 

be overly concerned with the implications of all the devel opments among the re-

actionary forces of California, which were threatenin g their very existence. 

The result had been a development of a sort of hopelessness a nd growing 

dispair among many of the younger Nisei, who attempted to e scape by plunging 

into social activities. A combination of circumstance s plus the Issei-Kibei 

pressures had much to do with this attitude. When they did b ecome concerned with 

the future, it was invariably on a personal level, indicatin g the growing feeling 
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of economic insecurity for the future» They were more int erested in such questions 

as what became of their property, would their money be froz en, can they go back 

to California, etc., rather than on the more fundamental issues of citizenship 

rights  . 

Because they could not find any answer to these perplexing questions, the 

majority of the Nisei sought to avoid them by plunging in to other activities. 

This solution was most unsatisfactory in view of the abnor mal social life within 

the camp. 

It may be well to give some description of a representativ e group of Nisei 

at this point to get an understanding as to their general a pathy and indifference. 

The young Nisei had a fairly good educational achievement le vel. Most of those 

in their late teens and early twenties had graduated fro m high school or gone to 

college« Since thisgroup was largely rural, the number of college graduates was 

not as great as in seme of the other camps, particularly Topa z. The Gila group 

did not have the same opportunity to continue on into colleg e as the urban group 

so that they were not as "socially" conscious. It is fairly s afe generalization 

to state that the urban Nisei as a group were better educa ted, more Americanized, 

less bound by the Japanese cultural traditions, and the b ulk of the Christian 

group were to be found among them. 

There was little indication that the intellectual devel opment of the 

majority of the young Nisei (19-30) at Gila had gone much be yond the limits of 

their formal education. Although they were aware of the pro blems brought about 

by the evacuation, their thinking was more in terms of per sonal injustices. Thus, 
very 

the attitude of self-pity was/general. 

As a group, the Nisei were indifferent about the fact that they were 

Americans. There was a definite tendency to refer to themse lves as Japanese 

and the Caucasians as Americans. At best, they consider ed themselves as second 
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class citizens and they were more than willing to rationaliz e that their racial 

background was almost an insurmountable barrier* In Gila, t he number of out-

spoken "Americans" was few and the majority were in doubt that they were really 

an integral part of the American scene» 

The youth of the Nisei group was a strong factor which contri buted to 

the confusion in thinking» The number of older Nisei who w ere willing to pave 

the way were too few» The position of the older Nisei in Gi la was a little con-

tradictory» This 

group had had a longer period of time to assimilate themselv es 

into the American scene» However, the opposite tendency ap parently had taken 

place» The explanation for this development is traceab le back to the pre-evacuation 

Japanese community» 

With the great gap in age between generations, it was natu ral for the 

older Nisei to gradually replace the Issei who were neari ng the retirement age» 

Eut these Nisei were never in sufficient number to "come into their own»" The 

Issei element dominated and molded them in spite of repe ated attempts to assert 

themselves» Progress was made, but not enough» The Issei, h olding the economic 

purse strings, were successful in perpetuating a great dea l of the Japanese 

culture» In many instances, they were not successful and ha d to give ground» 

Eut the fact remained that they were a potent force» T his factor may have been 

one of the contributing causes for the weakness of many of  -tfie  pre-evacuation JACL 

chapters» The older Nisei who were the leaders were not will ing to directly 

oppose the Issei for fear of being ostracized by the Japanes e community. Since 

their livelihood was dependent upon the community, they thought twice before 

making any drastic moves. 

The economic basis of these pre-evacuation Japanese commu nities was not 

one of self-sufficiency» In time the great numbers of Nisei coming into maturity 

exceeded the number of Issei who were ready for retirement » The labor pool in the 
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Japanese community thus became glutted and the younger Nise i were forced to 

seek an economic outlet in the wider American community. E vacuation disrupted 

this movement so that the young Nisei were thrown into great doubt. The camp 

life and the public attitude towards the Japanese had deci dedly shaken their 

confidence and they were in a quandary* They had not found themselves jet so 

that they did not know what course to take» Although the Iss eis had lost their 

complete economic dominance, they still retained a strong measure of control 

because the young Nisei had never had a firm economic footi ng and the prospects 

for future security appeared slim to them» Thus, there was a tendency to turn 

backwards towards the Issei point of view. The Issei with t heir limited education 

were more dogmatic in their viewpoints and it had a devastati ng effect upon the 

Nisei morale and mind, throwing him into still greater con fusion. 

The older Nisei (30-40) thus had a peculiar position in the  camp. For 

many years prior to e vacuation they were economically dep endent upon the Issei 

and they were often deeply influenced by this association . Thus, they tended 

to be more conservative in their views. The fact that many of them had families 

contributed to this conservatism. Although they were th e logical leaders of the 

Nisei group, many of -these older Nisei had vacillated in the ir outlook. They 

compromised and tried to bridge the gap between the yo ung Nisei and the Issei. 

For this reason they tried to bring all the "Japanese" toge ther with the reins 

of leadership in their hands. Resettlement to the Middle Wes t was not as appeal-

ing to them as to the young Nisei with fewer ties. 

Although the older group saw a future only in America, they we re a little 

hesitant. They preferred to return to the pre-evacuation st atus quo. It was 

among this group that the cry "Return to California" was the loudest. In working 

towards this end, they felt that they could not afford to ca st aside the Issei, 

since the Issei were a potent force in the pre-evacuation J apanese economic life. 
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The result of all this was to leave the young Nisei in doub t* Their 

natural leaders would not take a firm stand, but preferred to compromise« With-

out an adequate background to these problems, the young Ni sei floundered around 

and waited for a Nisei to lead them. They did not place full c onfidence in the 

JACL* The easiest escape was, therefore, to forget about their passing problems 

as much as possible and seek release in other areas» 

Of course, the young Niseis differed in degree* There was a l arge group 

that buried themselves in church activities, chiefly as a  social outlet* There 

were even some who found solace in a spiritual way* Others sou ght escape by 

thinking of a future in school* Their primary purpose was to s eek a way to get 

out to college* This group saw a future more in individual te rms so that their 

outlook was a little limited* Only a few had considered the p ossibilities of 

a future after college* The majority of the student group had no interest in 

the JACL* They were surprisingly unaware of the anti-Japa nese fore es in Calif-

ornia which were gathering momentum with each passing da y* 

Under such existing conditions it was not surprising that o nly a small 

number of leaders developed* A small advance group had gone to the leadership 

ranks, but the social environment of the camp had not bee n conducive to the 

development of new leadership in the political field* Ther e was too much work-

ing at cross purposes and there  were a  lot of personal jealousies in existence* 

The followers of the JACL were not much beyond the general lev el of the non-

member* Among them, the large majority were passive* There was a prevailing 

interest in social activities, which may explain why the girls were in larger 

numbers than the males at the meetings* A t the general mass m eetings, there 

was a reluctance on the part of the members to speak up and gi ve their views on 

the issues which were discussed by the board* Few were will ing to stand alone 

and give positive statements* When certain resolutions h ad been sent around for 

signatures, all of the members would sign many without even r eading the contents* 
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They expressed a reluctance to raise any community antagoni sm* Most were willing 

to follow the leader along, but when a crisis developed the y deserted in large 

numbers» The leaders were never sure of how much support they would receive« 

As long as things ran along without incident the members wer e willing to be 

passive and fall in line« 

Because of this background, the membership failed to stand  up for their 

position during the biggest crisis in the camp development  — that of registration« 

They did not have such strong convictions that they would be w illing to stand 

up against the Issei-Kibei opposition« 

The JACL leaders recognized this situation from the very b eginning« They 

had made some plans for getting greater membership parti cipation, but they 

quickly realized that this was nearly an impossible job in v iew of the general 

apathy« For this reasai most of the important issues and po licies were determined 

in the Board meetings« The only way the membership was an inf luence in JACL 

policies was in a negative way« Leaders like Kawai and Tas hiro had to hold them-

selves in check in order to bring the group with them« If give n a free hand, 

they would have been much more pro-America in their approac h« Kawai recognized 

that the membership had to be brought along slowly so that he attempted to avoid 

the raising of any controversial issues in the general meet ings« 

The formation of cliques followed several general patterns« The member-

ship was loosely held together as a social group; whereas the Board had common 

ideological goals, which differed in degree« The members tended to become cliques 

on the basis of their pre-evacuation chapter« There were e ven attempts made to 

elect their former officer to the Gila Board regardless of  qualification in 

order to get their particular group represented« The Sant a Maria chapter was 

the strongest« It was fortunate that they had some strong l eaders« 

An example of this cliqueishness was the attempt of both the P asadena and 

Santa Maria chapters to sponsor a Boy Scout troop rather than have them sponsored 
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by the Gila JACL chapter. The Santa Maria chapter was str ongly organized enough 

to win this point and have a scout troop apart from the one which -the Gila chapter 

sponsored as a group. 

In matters of finance, this clique feeling manifested it self very strongly. 

None of the chapters represented in the Gila chapter were wi lling to turn over 

their treasuries to the Gila group. The idea behind thi s was that they hoped 

to go back to California intact and start their individu al chapters over again. 

On a larger scale* there appeared to be a general grouping of t he Tulre 

group versus the Turlock group. This feeling did not play su ch an important 

part in the JACL development since the majority of the memb ers were from the 

Tulare Center. There were only scattered members from the Fresno, Stockton, and 

Santa Anita centers. 

In general, the cliques did not play an important role amo ng the member-

ship of the JACL, except for the attempt to get chapter off icials into the Gila 

Board. T he social cliques never had an opportunity to devel op since there were 

only a few general members held* 

It was the strong leadership which was chiefly responsible for the JACL 

development and this group dominated the scene right thro ugh to the end. They 

were primarily interested in pushing the pro-America program and  this  common 

goal held the board together. T here was good working relat ionship throughout. 

Kawai and Tashiro carried the bulk of the burden. To a lesser degree Miyake, 

Utsunomiya and Kikuchi were the leaders. These five were instrumental in the 

development of the JACL« The other board members were more i n the nature of 

supporters although they did .take an active part in the memb ership drive, 

Kawai was tall for a Nisei, a six-footer. He presented a ve ry commanding 

figure during his public speeches. About 35 years of age, he i s married and had 

a child. The Kawai family came from Pasadena, and they wer e all prominent in 

community affairs at Gila. An older brother was the first t emporary chairman of 
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the community councils another brother was in charge of out side employments a. 

third brother was in charge of mess hall deliveries» 

Kawai is a graduate of the University of Missouri where he majored in 

journalism»  *  For the past ten years prior to evacuation he had worked hi mself 

up to a fairly responsible position in a Caucasian dairy » He was the presi-

dent of the Pasadena JACL chapter» At one time he was qui te active in labor 

organizations» The Pasadena group were opposed to the nati onal JACL almost up 

to Pearl Harbor» They did not take out a charter until Au gust, 1942, when 

Kawai decided that more progress could be made if the variou s groups got to-

gether to solve some of the problems facing the Nisei» He pl ayed an active 

JACL role prior to evacuation» Kawai was very sincere in h is efforts to organize 

the JACL and he turned out to be a very good leader» He was no t typical of 

the old line JACL leaders» Intensely pro-America, he felt t hat the JACL could 

accomplish much just as soon as it broke away from Issei dom ination* He 

honestly believed that the JACL was the only vehicle thro ugh which the- Nisei 

could be heard» He was .definitely a liberal person who fo llowed the Tajiri 

line of thinking» The Pacific Citizen had much to do with th e policies of the 

Gila chapter» It often went much further than the old Nationa l JACL leaders 

were willing to go since it advocated principle rather tha n compromise» Kawai 

volunteered into the Amy» 

Tashiro was the deeper thinker of the two and in a way he was t he "brains" 

behind the Gila chapter» It was his influence on Kawaii whic h kept the JACL 

along the strong, liberal, pro-America line» He was 36 year s old, married with 

two children. He was the editor of the center newspaper. F- or a number of years 

he had worked as a newspaperman. He turned from this to be a r epresentative for 

a large produce firm» Tashiro was in close contact with Ta jiri of the Pacific 

Citizen, which was a little more liberal in policy than the r est of the JACL. 
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Tashiro had been trying to get into the Army since the w brok e out 

so that this was an important issue. He was in favor of openi ng up the Army to 

the Nisei on a volunteer basis. It was this Army issue which l ater created a 

great deal of ill feeling against both him and the JACL chap ter. His philosophy 

about the camp was not to "gripe and mope about the place; l et's get things done." 

Tashiro was not an active member of the JACL prior to evac uation. "I was 

only a dues-paying member before the war, but after it start ed, I did a lot of 

mimeographing work of important magazine articles for th e Fresno Loyalty League 

and sent them out so that the Niseis would be aware of the forces for and against 

them. On the way down here, I passed out some of those Friends Service bulletins 

and the MP's accused me of being an agitator. When a lot of th ree Niseis 

start moaning to me about their rights, I asked them if they h ad sent for their 

absentee ballots. Half of the time, they say »no 1 and then I tell them that they 

should not yell for their rights unless they exercise the m." Tashiro became 

active in the Gila JACL because he hoped to get the Nisei more politically 

conscious. 

Tashiro was born in New England and he never spoke any Ja panese until 

after he was out of high school. "Out of the necessity of ear ning a living, I 

was forced to learn it." (p. 676) He had one year of college w ork at the 

University of Washington. He comes from one of the bette r known Japanese families 

in this country. His uncle is a professor of biochemistry at t he University of 

Cincinnati and he is one of the few Japanese in "Whx^s Who. " His brother is a 

graduate of the University of Cincinnati in architecture. A brother-in-law is a 

practicing physician in that city also. Another brother wa s a college student 

who volunteered into the Array on December 17, 1941. A sist er was a concert pianist. 

Another brother is a brain surgeon at the Cincinnati General  Hospital. Another 

sister was once chased out of Japan for not being sympathetic with the Japanese 

government. A cousin played with the Harvard freshman foot ball team. 
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Tashiro felt that his mission in the center was to get the N iseis in 

the right frame of mind so that they would not get totally dis illusioned* "We 

are in the hands of God. Don't put reliance in peanut politic s to guarantee 

your rights in the war. It will be the Nisei Colin Kelley s — if the war pro-

duces any — that in the long run will prove to America that we' ve a right to be 

called Yankees too, that our hearts are here, that the skep tics were wrong." 

Throughout the development of the Gila JACL, Tashiro was consistent in 

pushing a strong pro-America policy. He was strongly oppos ed to any compromising 

with tiie Issei-Kibei group» At times he tended to present a sl ightly arrogant 

and intolerant attitude towards these groups» Tashiro was q uiet and tended to 

be taciturn so that he did not express himself much in public meetings. Kawai 

was the organ» It was these two, along with Kikuchi, who were  the most outspoken 

pro-America elements in the JACL board» Their backgrounds  would indicate some 

of the reasons for this» They had been more assimilated into the American scene 

than most Niseis and therefore were inclined to be slightly e xtrame in their pro-

America views» 

Miyake was an older Nisei who was more conservative in his a pproach» 

He was born in Hawaii, about 40 years old, and the father of five children. 

Prior to the war he had been a manager for one of the large st Japanese produce 

companies in the Santa Maria valley» Since his livelihood was dependent upon the 

Issei group, he had more or less followed a middle of the li ne course. He 

identified himself with the "Japanese people" and he was sli ghtly race conscious» 

Although he believed strongly in America, he felt that a l arge part of the 

JACL work was to protect the rights of the Isseis who were non-citizens» Miyake 

was full of energy and he put his heart into working for the community develop-

ment» He was not too profound so that the immediate commu nity problems were 

more important to him than the long range issues propound ed by the JACL» The 

former president of the Santa Maria JACL chapter, he had a la rge following. In 
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the camp, he held the key political position as the Central  Block Manager« He 

served on many committees in the center and he was an "unoff icial member" of 

the Temporary Council as well as a member of the Advisory Boa rd, which was com-

posed mostly of Isseis* 

Miyake was primarily interested in getting the whole commun ity support 

behind the JACL* He was not ambitious to become the head of t he organization 

since he had so many other activities to fulfill* His polic y of compromise 

caused several rifts with the minority element of the Boar d* Miyake swung along 

more with the old line National JACL leaders* He was the "v oice" of the five 

Santa Maria members of the board* These tensions on the b oard never reached a 

serious split since Miyake was willing that Kawai take the l eadership* He did 

not want Kawai to be too outspoken for fear of arousing commu nity antagonism* 

However, when the important issue of registration came alon g, Miyake made a firm 

stand and it was his support that helped the community throug h this crisis* He 

was very active in going from door to door to talk to the Issei a nd to explain 

the registration to them. He did this not so much as a JACL le ader as a community 

leader* 

Utsunomiya was the fifth leader on the board of the JACL* He w as also 

an older married Nisei* At one time he had been the national e xecutive secretary 

for the JACL* He was a former Santa Maria chapter president and he had a large 

following* He worked closely with Miyake* Utsunomiya was a S tanford graduate* 

In his political thinking, he was closer to the Kawai - Tash iro line, but he 

tended to string along with Miyake because of his former pe rsonal friendship* 

Utsunomiya had also been employed by one of the large produc e companies in the 

Santa Maria valley. 

In the community he played an important role* He was the chair man of the 

camouflage net committee which had to work out the difficult details for wage 

payments and to get the community to accept the project,  which had been rejected 
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by the Issei-Kibei element because of their emotional disl ike of the United 

States cause, Utsunomiya also played an important role in h is block council* 

It was one of the few blocks at Gila where the Niseis took an active interest* 

In Utsunomiya's block there were a number of older Isseis  -who went to the meetings 

and they prevented the Isseis from dominating and getting c omplete control. 

Utsunomiya was sincere in his pro—America attitudes and he a lso made a firm 

stand at the time of registration. 

It was this group of leaders that formulated most of the JACL  policy. 

They had a unity of purpose which differed only in degree. T he other members of 

the board did not play such an active role, but theygave st rong support to these 

policies. It was the group which represented a strong pro-Am erica stand. Not 

all were as willing to publicly proclaim their positions as Kawai and Tashiro, 

as they still felt the Issei influence to some degree* Th e strongest unity 

was achieved during the registration issue when the board m embers individually 

advocated the registration* All of the board members are now in the army or 

resettled* 

Throughout its development the Gila JACL was fairly cons istent in follow-

ing through with its general policies. From the beginning  the group attempted 

to stay clear of internal politics in order not to throw them selves open to the 

accusation that the JACL was attempting to take over the c ommunity government. 

Its primary purpose was to promote Americanism. There was a n awreness that the 

Niseis should be guided to participate more in American lif e* Since the leaders 

recognized that the future was only in this country, a stron g attempt was made to 

get full participation through resettlement, the war eff ort, voting, and other 

things of this nature* One of its main activities was the att empt to get the 

members to quit the fence straddling and to take a firm sta nd for America. 

The Gila JACL felt that the chapter could defend the Nisei r ights by 

making the national organization the organ through which th e Niseis could be heard 
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and recognized. It felt that no other Nisei organization cou ld be in a position 

to do this important piece of work. Kawai felt that the JA CL was the last Nisei 

"pipeline to Yfashington." The leaders were interested in achieving an equality 

of opportunity for the Niseis in the American life. 

The accusation that the JACL was a selfish organization was to some degree 

justified. There were some members of the board who openly de clared that the 

policy should be for the Niseis alone. The community as a who le felt that the 

JACL was mainly a Nisei concern. This was most noticeabl e in the case of the 

Kibei groups« 

There is little doubt that a large part of the JACL activiti es was to 

promote general Nisei opposition to the Issei-Kibei pres sures. The leaders felt 

that this was necessary for self defense. In some instances t he Niseis were 

just as intolerant as the Issei-Kibei. In following this policy, the JACL did 

not succeed in rallying all of the Niseis around its banners . All of the Nisei 

groups did not unite under the JACL banner to give the Nis ei movement strength 

as it was hoped. 

The JACL did not oppose the Issei-Kibei on all issues, howev er. It only 

took action when its in-group strength was threatened. It wo uld gladly have 

welcomed the above groups if it felt that a greater Nisei sup port would be 

achieved. There was a considerable attempt to gain the com munity approval with 

this very purpose in mind. During the Thanksgiving holida ys a flat was entered 

in order to support the community agricultural program. It also sought to gain 

community acceptability by promoting civic activities an d looking after the 

general evacuee welfare without entering into competitio n with any other group 

wholly concerned with internal problems. The JACL was inc onsistent in that it 

was willing to engage in internal problems as long as it was n ot in competition 

with any of the established camp groups* It wanted to avoid a ny criticism. 
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The number of actual activities that the JACL entered into w ere not 

many» It took almost five months to get organized. During th is period it 

was faced vdth many of the community crises and in most cases  the JACL was put 

on the defensive as it was accused of instigating such thin gs as the camouflage 

net problem, the enlistment of Niseis for camp Savage, the cotton-picking progam , 

etc* 

It was true that the JACL did enter the camouflage net confli ct as one 

of its activities. It supported the project on the basis that it was good for 

the war effort* The board members who were also on the net c ommittee were 

encouraged to push the progrejn through so that the communit y would accept it* 

The JACL felt that the net project would be good testimony for  Nisei loyalty, and 

a definite contribution for the war* 

The Gila JACL, through its delegates Kawai and Tashiro, to ok an active 

part in the Salt Lake Convention; and in promoting the sale of the Pacific Citizen, 

the official organ of the National JACL* In Salt Lake, Kawai a nd Tashiro gave 

a full report on the Gila conditions and submitted problems o n which the national 

body could work* Kawai was instrumental in getting the n ational office to adopt 

his plan for JACL organization in the centers* (See supple ment #16.of Emergency 

National Conference*) Kawai played an important part in t he discussions at this 

conference as the minutes of the meetings will disiose* 

In the United War Fund Drive, the Gila JACL fell down* Althou gh it was in 

full support of the purpose behind the drive, it felt that it  should not antagonize 

the community further by becoming officially connected with the drive. It was 

during this period that the chapter was also on its membershi p and Pacific Citizen 

drive. 

Other activities included sending out protests against th e Chandler 

committee, sending telegrams to National in regard to its stand on civil rights, 

and a great deal of other pro-American propaganda (large ly through the speeches 
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that Kawai and Tashiro made before camp organizations)« It also was active 

in encouraging resettlement and student relocation. 

The greatest activity of the JACL was during the registrat ion period when 

the Niseis were encouraged to signify loyalty to this count ry. The leaders set 

the pace by volunteering themselves» Its final act was to di scuss a plaque which 

could be set up honoring the boys who had gone from the camp int o the army. These 

activities have all been described previously» 

These activities all indicate that the JACL was pushing i ts policy of pro-

Americanism in opposition to the other elements of the cen ter. In every case the 

activity was related to the policy of keeping the Nisei faith inAmerica» T hrough-

outits whole history, the JACL was struggling to become a st rong political force 

in the community» Most of its activity was directed to beco ming a pro-American 

force and to some degree the JACL succeeded» In the previous discussions of the 

formal and informal meetings of the JACL, it becomes clear t hat the main topic 
« 

of concern was in finding ways to push their pro-America p olicies» The concern, 

pre-occupation, the unexpressed hopes and anxieties wer e all related to the ques-

tion of the Nisei future in this country. Almost any mean s was used in the attempt 

to keep these goals from becoming frustrated» The army volu nteering was the 

climax and the leaders attempted to bring as many Nisei as po ssible into the combat 

team with them to prove to themselves that there was still a great deal of hope» 

In spite of this strong and liberal leadership, the JACL ne ver did have 

strong group solidarity» It was never able to become a powerf ul group in Gila 

because of the lack of unit among the members» They had .joi ned with many divergent 

interests so that a common goal did not exist» These fact ors contributed to the 

instability of the group» 

The opposition to the formation of the JACL had much to do wi th the later 

instability» The opposition was primarily because of ideo logical differences» To 
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some extent the JACL drive created the pressure groups on the other side within 

the community as Spencer has pointed out in his psper on pres sure groups. 

The methods of opposition which the Issei-Kibei groups u sed was largely 

emotional in nature. To some extent threats and intimidati on were used. These 

were chiefly on individuals although at one time all of the bo ard members were 

on a black list. Other ways in which opposition was creat ed was by holding other 

meetings on the same night as the JACL meeting, spreading pr opaganda among parents, 

attempts to beat up or scare away team members, and actuall y interfering with 

the JACL meetings by attempted demonstrations. The vigor ous Issei-Kibei pro-

paganda playing on the feelings of insecurity and fear for th e future was probably 

the most effective device in slowing down the JACL activity . The JACL was able 

to persist in the face of all this opposition only because of the strong liberal 

leadership which refused to be intimated. There were many f ollowers who backed 

them up fully in the important issues, although the majorit y became passive except 

when they were personally involved as in the registration . 

The JACL would have had some stability if the Nisei had not bee n so passive 

and if they had been willing to support the JACL to a greate r degree. The bulk 

of the Niseis were indefinite about their political future  and therefore they 

were not sure that they should take such a strong pro-America view as the leaders. 

The majority of the Nisei, when he did think about these qu estions, wasn't sure 

of whether he was going to remain in the United States or whe ther his future was 

in Japan. He felt that he would be forced out of this country by the reactionary 

groups, and many of them had become disillusioned. There wa s also a great deal 

of conflict with the older generation, particularly the pa rents. The Nisei did 

not know whether he should buck their ideological views  or string along with 

them. The Nisei had not grown up yet; they were still domin ated by their parents. 
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This and tKe experiences of the Japanese in California caus ed a great deal of 

confusion in Nisei thinking» They vacillated from one v iew to another and it 

was almost impossible for them to state their purpose in lif e« They just did not 

want to take a stand one way or another so sought escape in o ther directions» 

The Issei pressure on the Nisei contributed to this gene ral apathy« Largely 

through emotional appeals, arguments were convincing in many cases which tended 

to create a feeling of hopelessness towards the American views« The Issei 

parents would illustrate from their own experience without being able to discrimin-

ate that it was only a small force in this country who were int olerant» The 

young Niseis often got the impression that the whole co untry was the same® The 

argument which clinched the whole thing was the appeal to fa mily loyalty« It 

was presented in such a way that the Niseis who advocated a s trong pro-American 

stand was accused of betraying his own family« 

In the isolated center life, the community only received t he news of the 

anti-Japanese forces which was played up prominently in t he newspapers» The 

Niseis were not fully aware that there were many liberal forces in this country 

who recognized the injustices of the evacuation process an d who were attempting to 

remedy it« The bulk of the community received a distorted p icture of the reaction-

ary forces in California and they were given credit for bein g more powerful than 

they actually were» 

Even the Gila board of governors did not enjoy full unity with the national 

office» The Niseis had not developed sufficient leader s so that many of the old 

conservative pre-war leaders were still in control« There w as some confusion in 

the minds of these leaders in trying to determine which w as the best course to 

follow in policy« Fortunately, the Gila chapter had libe ral leaders who believed 

that principles should be fought for first* The national lea ders followed more 

of a compromise and cooperation line« Several times this almost caused a split 

between the local and national offices« 
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In the n ational office itself, this split was also eviden t — Old Guard 

versus liberal Pacific Citizen. The liberal forces appea r to have won the 

upper hand temporarily with Larry Tajiri assuming leadersh ip for the national 

office after the departure of Masooka for the army. In Gila , the liberal forces 

have all left and no replacement has been found with the re sult that the chapter 

is very inactive and all indications point to the fact th at it will continue to 

be inactive. The national office is also in a critical stage at the present time. 

Sither through the effects of the Dies Committee or because of lack of funds, there 

is a strong possibility that the JACL may pass out of exi stence in the near future. 

There is a growing belief that the JACL has a definite place i f it limited 

itself to fighting for principles. It is inevitably doom ed to failure if it 

continues its attempts to function as a group in resettling t he evacuees* It 

has neither the personnel nor the finances to handle such a hard job. There has 

been some opinion expressed by a few of the more liberal Nise is that the day of 

the JACL is definitely passed and that there is no longer a need for an organiza-

tion with a membership determined according to racial li nes. They feel that this 

transitional period is past and the future lies in greater i ntegration and assimi-

lation into the wider American scene» 

/ 


