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lir, Morite of Pasadena 60eleB

Nr, Forita is one of the war veterans in thin‘oamp. This aftere
noon I went over and talked to him about an hour on varicus things,

He was born in Izu, Japan 50 years agos. It is located on a
peninsula about an hours train ride from Tokyoe, Nr, Morita comes
from the Shizuoka Ken, A number of Japanese have come to the U, S,
from this provinece, His father was a landowner in his native village.
He said that his family line was rated falirly high in Japan because
they were of the propertied class, "My ancesters for many centuries
always scted as sort of town mayors,” Both of his parents are still

livings One brother, a graduate of Keiyo(?) University now owns

light modernized apartment houses in Tokyo., Apother brother, alse

a university graduate, is now dead,

Fifty yeers ago (1892) when there was & big importation of Japanese
labor to Hewall and Californie by the sugar interests, Mr, iorita's
father cane to the United Sgetes £o work as a houseman in the Spreckles
mension in Seulsslito, callf.; Just seross the bay frou §, F, near
the Golden Uate, Ilils mother stayed behind in Japaen and Mp, lorita
wes born thot same year, Hig fathor made geveral trips baek to Jepan
beccuse he was pald a liberal salary, ¥#r, lorita stated that his
father had received some university work in Japan and he had a knowe
ledge of Epglish, It was his intention to go to sehool in the United
States, but he did not get very far becauge he was busy accumulating
money.

In 1907 when Er, iorita was 17, he also came to Cglifernia. Kis
father returned to Japan for the last tire and he has not been bagk
since, “r, korita took & job as a schoolboy in San Fpanclsco and he
attended the Peseifici Helights Upammar school, He graduated in 1911
and for a short time he attended Lewell High School,
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lir, Norita of Pasadena 60-ied

Kre lorita ;n one of the war veterans in this camp, This aftere
noon I went over and talked to hilm about an hour on varicus things,

He wes born in Izu, Japan 80 years ago. It is located on &
peninsula about an hours traln ride from Tokyo., Ny, lorita comes
from the Shizuoka Ken, A number of Jhﬁano-o have come to the U, &,
from this provinee, His father was a landowner in his native village,
He seld that his family line was rated fairly high in Japan because
they were of the propertied class, "ly ancesters for many centuries
alweys ected as sort of town mayors,” Doth of his parents ere still
livinge Ome brother, a graduate of Kelyo(?) University now owns
light wodernized apartment houses in Tokye., Another brother, also
& university graduate, is now dead,

Fifty years ago (1802) when there was & big importation of Japanese
labor to Hawall end Californie by the sugar interests, ¥r, lorita's
father cane to the Unlted Sgates £0 work as a houseman in the Spreckles
mansion In Seulsslito, Calif,, just ecross the bay frou 8, F, near
the Gelden Uate, Jils mother stayed behind in Jﬁpan and ¥p, lorita

was born that same year, IHis fathepr made several trips back to Jupan

because he wae pald a 1liberal salary, “r, Horita stated that his

father had recelved some university work in Japan and he had a knowe
ledge of English, It was hig intentlon te go to sohool in the United
States, but he did not get very far becauge he was busy accunmulating
money.

In 1007 when kr, Norita was 17, he also came to Cglifornia, lis
father returned to Japan for the last tire and he has not been bagk
since, &r, Norita took a jJob as a schoolboy in San Fpanelsco anéd he
attended the Paoificl Helights Upammar school, He graduated in 1011
and for a short tinme he attended Lowell liigh Sehool,
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About this time he heard that there were some friends from
the same province living in Pasadena so he went down there and got
a schoolboys job. IHe graduated from Pasadena High Sghool in 1915,

By this time he had decided that the wanted to be an engineer and
remain in this country. He studled at L.A, Jr, College and at Cal,
Tech, where he graduated,

He was still in college when the Yorld War broke out. He
Joined the Student Apmy and econtlnuted with his training for engineere
ing. He was taken into the regular army very shortly after that,

In 1918 he was on the point of being sent overseas as an engineer
because he had a speaking and writing knowledge of Epglish, Japanese,
and Germen, However, the Armistice was declared end he did not have
to go to Siberia, e was given an honorable discharge shortly
afterward,

“r. Morita could not find an englneers' job after he entered
eivilian life so he worked in a Japanese grocery store in Los Angelos
es a menager, +he next year(1920) he started his own store in Pas-
adena and he continued this successfully until the outbreak of the
present war,

At the time he opened his own store he declided that the wanted
to get married., Negotlatlons were started with his family and a
go-between arranged his marrlage to a first cousin(not a blood relation
because of some step-mother relationship). A big ceremony was held

for the wedding in his home In Japan and lr, Morita wes represented

at the wedding ceremony by a friend, lNrs, Morita entered this country

as & pleture bride shortly afterwards, The boat landed her in Seattle
where lir, ¥porita met her and another marriage ceremony was performed.

The next year Bill was born, Dick 20, Elsie 17, and Helen 14 are the
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About thils time he heard that there were some friends from
the same province living in Pasadena so he went down there and got
a schoolboys job. He graduated from Pasadena High Sghool in 1915,
By thls time he had declded that the wanted to be an engineer and
remain in this country, He studled at L.A., Jr, College and at Cal.
Tech. where he graduated,

He was still in college when the YWorld War broke out. He

Jjoined the Student Apmy and continuted with hils training for engineer-

ing, He was taken into the regular army very shortly after that,

In 1918 he was on the point of being sent overseas as an engineer
because he had a speaking and writing knowledge of English, Japanese,
and German., However, the Armistice was declared and he dld not have
to go to Siveria, &He was given an honorable discharge shortly
afterward.

“p, lMorita could not find an engineers! job after he entered
civilian life so he worked in a Japanese grocery store in Les Angelos
as a manager, The next year(1920) he started his own store in Pas-
adena and he continued thls successfully until the outbreak of the
present war,

At the time he opened his own store he declided that the wanted
to get married., Negotiations were started with his family and a
go-between arranged his marrlage to a first cousin(not a blood relation
because of some step-mother relationship). A big ceremony was held
for the wedding in his home in Japan and Mr, Morita was represented
at the wedding ceremony by a friend., lirs., Morita entered this country
as a plcture bride shortly afterwards. The boat landed her in Seattle
where lir, Morita met her and anéthar marriage ceremony was performed.

The next year Bill was born, Dick 20, Elsie 17, and Helen 14 are the
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other chlldren, Bill roomed with me at U, C, last term, lie 18
now attending the U, of liebraska studylng to be an engineer, Dick
is also there and he wants to be a dentist, Elsie and Helen are
attending ne!;ool in this center,

Mp, Morite i1s an average size Japenese, about 5'6", Signs of
middle age are notlceable, He 1s getting bald and his halr is all
thined out, le is an exeellent physical condition in spite of his
age, He has an extrovert personallity and he speaks English well,
lirs, lorita is more self effacing and.aho lpeakllllttlo English, ©She
appears to be mueh more conservative than her husband, 0111 took
after his father, while Elsie and Digk are more inclined towards the
mother's charactoristics, <#lsle is one of Dette's best friends here,

The houe 1ife of Nr, Moritas' famfily was falrly Ameriecanized while
they were in Pasedena, Mo stuted that they ate Japanese food part
of the time and American food part of the time, They used the
chopsticks quite frequently., Ur, lorita is a Protestant., Mo said
thet his family followed few Japanese customs, He is quite ppoud
of his Ameriecan e¢ltizenship whiech he received for his war service,

He sald:"I eam an American and ne diffe-ent from any caucasian Americen,”
He had lots of caucasian friends in PFasadena, meny of whom patronized
his store, I!r, lorita has never returned to Japan, He expressed

the desire to see his mother em@e mores "I'm used to this kiné of

@
life, and after the war I plan to make one last visit to Japan to see

my mother and then I will come back to Amerieca forever, I can eome

back here because I have my eltizenship,"

kir, lorita does not lnow for sure if dispersion would hasten the
assicrilation process of the Japanese in this country because of the
unsettled conditions. “e feels that the Japanese may ju-t as well
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other children, Bill roomed with me at U, C, last term, He 1is
now attending the U, of Nebraska studying to be an engineer, Dick

is also there and he wants to be a dentist. Elsie and Helen are

attending sehool in this center,

lp, Morita 1s an average size Japanese, ab;ut 6'¢", Signs of
middle age are notlceable, He 1s getting bald and his hair is all
thined out, He is an excellent physical condition in splte of his
age., He has an extrovert personallty and he speaks English well,
Mrs, lorita 1s more self effacing and she speaks little Epglish, She
appears .to be mueh more conservative than her husband, B1ll took
after his father, while Elsle and Digk are more inclined towards the
mother's characteristics. £1sle 1s one of Bette's best friends here,

The hone 1life of lr, lMoritas' fambly was falrly Americanized while
they were in Pasadena, He stated thet they ate Japanese food part
of the time and American food part of the time, They used the
chopsticks quite frequently. lir, lorita is a Protestant, ie sald
that his family followed few Japanese customs, He is quite ppoud
of his Amoriean citizenship which he received for his war services
He sald:"I eam an American and no different from any caucesian Ameriecan,"
He had lots of caucasian frlends in Pasadena, many of whom patronized
his store. lr, Morita has never returned to Japan. He expressed
the desire to see his mother en@e more, "I'm used to this kind of
life, and after the war I plan to make one last visit to Japan to see
my mother and then I will come back to America forever, I can come
back here because I have my eltizenship,"

Mr, lMorita does not know for sure if dispersion would hasten the
assinilation process of the Japanese in thls country because of the

unsettled conditions, *“e feels that the Japanese may just as well
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seatter all around now, "If California welocmes us back, we will go
back," Nr, Morita intefidls to go beck to Fasadena because he has

his home there. :It is the only town in whieh I care to live," Defore
evacuation, I'r, Forita had never left Callf, sinee coming from Japan,
except for the one trip to Sescttle in 1020 and now iAplzona,

In his soclal and business 1ife, “r, Korita wes quite active, le
wae highly respected in the Japanese community end amoung his oane
casien friends, Ie belonged to the Japenese Agmocietion in Pasadena
and for three years he served as the Treasurer "in order to put it
back on its feet financlally," '

He stated that the purpose of the Japanese Assoelation there wes
to help out the people in thet cormunity.s "Shere wes nothing politiecal
to it, %e haé no consulate ofrice there, Our purpose was (O dé
more of soeclal work, *he whole conmunity donated fundsefor this
purpol.." |

He gave an example where his assoclation was able to help oute
A drunkard faothey dled leaving his three sons orphans, Il had been
allowed to hove a large eredit at various Jap nese stores because
the owners were sorry for the children, There were no funds for the
funeral so that the Agsoflation sponsored the funeral, iir, Morita
and the other stores cancelled all of the bills of the father so that
the bous would not feel obligated to repay., A eollection of {300
was also taken up in the comunity amé given to the 17 year o0ld boy
end his two younger brothers,

lorite explained that the #ssociatlion also did mest of the allen
registration and he showed me & letter from the Postmaster pralsing

the group for its fine cooperation,

Send off parties were also given for lisel draftees and cauceslens
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seatter all around now, "If California welcomes us baek, we will go

back," Mr, Norita intefids to go basek to Pagsadena because he has

his home theres It is the only town in which I care to live." Before

evaguation, ir, Forita had never left Callf, sinee coming from Jepan,
except for the one trip to Seattle in 1620 and now Asizona,

In his soclal and business 1life, *r, lorita was quite active, le
was highly respected in the Japanese community and amoung his cane
casien friends, &Le belonged to the Japanese Assoclation in Pasadena
and for three years he served as the Treasurer "in order to put it
back on its feet financially,"”

Hle stated that the purpose of the Japanese Assoelation there was
to help out the people in that community, "There was nothing politiecal
to it, Ve had no consulate ofrice there, Our purpose wes to do
more of soelal work, *he whole conmunity donated funds-for this
purpose,”

He gave an example where his association wes able to help out,

A drunkard fathey died leaving his three sons 6rphana. He had been
allowed to hove a large credit at various Jap-nese stores because

the owners were sorry for the children, There were no funds for the
funeral so that the Agso8lation sponsored the fumeral, Nr, Norita
and the other stores cancelled all of the billls of the father seo that
the bous would not feel obligated to repay. A ecolleetion of {300
was also taken up in the community and glven to the 1# year old boy
and his two younger brothers,

llorita explalined that the 4ssociation also did most of the alien
registration and he showed me a letter from the Postmaster praising
the group for its fine cooperation,

Send off parties were 2lso glven for lNisel draftees and caucasians
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Ameriecan Leglon Pgsts were lnvited to these affairs, "The people in
Pasadena felt that the Japanese there were not bed egge.," This was
verified by letters which he showed ng from variocus public officials
in thet city. "Only ¢ out of 1,000 Japanese were picked up b: the
FBI after wer broke put. Zhut is the lemst of any Japenese commumity.
Thet's the best record," “he people of Pusadena were not gléd to see
the Japenese ge from there and the Falr Pla; Commitiee is going to
send gifts to all former Pasadena familles at Christmes time, lNobu
is working on that list yet,

kr, Forita was also astive in the Japanese Union Chureh, and he
6180 sepwed as & scoutmaster for boye troop 41 in 1957,

His home and store contituted the only Jepanese residence in the
whole block, At the outbreak of the war, the Cauncesian people in his
bloek made hin the elirersid wardene"to show thot they trusted me,"

He slso served as a block representative to the Civilian Lefense

Committee,

“p, Morita wes not mctive 1n the Ameriean Leglon in Pesedens,
although he indicated thut he knew the members well, le did not join

the Leglon because he did not want the Japanese in the comunity te
feel that he was putting on alrs,

Evacuation changed his 1life and he lost his seourity, He left
all of his business and his home @n Pasadena, Planes, davenports,
and a lot of furnituwre was stored in this house, He figured on getting
a good rent (76,00) a month for his 2 story home and store, but he
now finds 1t difffcult to rent oute "It is hard beceuse we do not have
eny defense industry in Pesadena, and it 1s a ghost town now," His
lack of income 1s one of the sources of his greatest worries, He

hes not been able to send as much as he wants to for Eill, 05111 is
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Ameriean Legion Pgsis were lnvited to these aufreirs, "fhe people in
Pagadena felt thut the Japesnese there were not bad eggs." This wes
verified by letters wileh he showed up from various publie offlcisls
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is working v that llst yet,
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nleo sopned s & scoutmaster for boys Lroop 41 in 1937,
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@lthough he indicated that he mew the members well, e did not join
the lLeglon Lecause he did not want the Japanese in the comumity te
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now working in some campus fraternity as a dishwashef, le wents
Elsle to go out to sehool next year, but he is not quite certain
thet he will be able to finance her,

Hp, Horita has made a lairiy good adjustment to the Center life,

At Tulare he was a calisthenios director and was on the payreoll,
Fryer has given the former gervige men here a break In jobs so that
¥r, Yorite is doing the same thing here, He does ﬁet have a large
¢lass now becasue it 1ls still derk In the early mornings,

 But ¥pr, Morita's life 18 not an 1dle one, Hehas meny interests
whieh keeps him busy 7 days a week, Dluring all the yeers of work,
he never had muech of a chsnee for recreation to the extent whigh
he has herées One of his hobbles 1s flshing, Nr, Horite goes out
to the eanal once jor twice a week, Vith several of his friends
he expleres around for the best spotsy going as far ss ten miles
from the center, No equipment was brought here with him so that
he has made several excellant poles frem the white pine wood, *“his
particulsr wood ls very flexible and suited for his purﬁus@n. Culdes
have been wmede from odd pleces of wire found around the center, At
first he used to give the flshes away to his friends for thelr ponda,
Kow he fries and eats them, *e elaime that the fish teste sinilar
to bass, He takes particular pride in the faet thut the biggest
fish he hag caught was 10" leng, lir, lorita 18 quite proud of his
fishing abilities, "The fish give me quite a fight,"

During the first month, kr, lorita andhls ®ns uﬁt busy building
the furniture and gathering lumber, [is daughters elso helped in
getting the lumber, The apartment has been fixed up in excellent
talﬁo. 4¢ 18 his theory th.t everything shouled be bullt on a small '
seale 1Q order to meke the room larger.‘ Beds have been made with
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now working in some campus fraternity as a dishwashe€, leo wants
Elsie to go out to school next year, but he is not quite certaln
that he will be able to flnance her,

kp, Morita has made a Sairly good adjustment to the Center 1ife,
At Tulare he was a oal igthenles dlrector and was on the payroll,
Fryer has glven the former servige men he-e a break in jobs so that
Nr, Yorita is doing the same thing here, e does not have a large

¢lass now becasue it ls still dark In the early mornings,

But Vr, Vorita's 1life 1s not an idle one, lchas many interests

which keeps him busy 7 daye a week, DPuring all the years of work,
he never had mueh of a chanee for recreation to the extent whigh

he hags here, One of hls hobbles 1s flnh!ngQ My, Horits goes nut

to the ecanal once ‘or twice a week, With several of his friends

he explores nround for the best spots, golng as far es ten miles
from the center, lo equipment was brought here with him so that

he has rade several excellant poles from the white pime wood, <“his
particular wood 1s very flexible and sulted for his purposes, OCuldes
have beern made from odd pleces of wire found around the center, At
firet he used to glve the fishes eway to his friends for thelr ponda,
low he friles and eats them, “e claime thaet the fish teste siuiler
to bags, JHe takes perticular pride in the faet that the biggest
fish he has caught was 19" long., Nr, Horita is quite proud of hils
fishing abilities, "The fish give me quite a fight,"

During the first month, ir, Morita andhis sns were busy bullding
the furniture and gathering lwmber, iis daughters also helped in
getting the luber, The apartment has been fixed up In exeellent
taste, *t 1s his theory th.t everything shoulcd be bullt on a small
scale in order to make the room larger, Eeds have been made with
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designs on the ends., Boards are placed under the matPresses and he
uses no springs. Bil} built a redwood hopechest and other items
such as tables, chairs, dressers, closets, cigarette stands, study
desks and pantry. Several of those stands with ecloth spread across
them serve to dilvide the room from the rest of the apartment. His
house is equipped with an alr cooler and the family is comfortably
settled,

Now that his home haalboen all fixed up, dp, lorita has had more
time to indulge in other hobbiew besides fishing. One of the favor-
ite aspects of his recreation are the long hikes out‘lnto the desert
to searech for ironwood, This 1ls the dead roots of a trée and the
Iseel have carved meny art objects out of them. The wood is very
hard but it has soft spots. This is patiently scooped out with a

scrardriver. The object do not represent anything in particular,

although they are chlefly being used for flower stands. After the

object has been smoothed off, 1t 1s highly polished with shoepolish: °
or stained black until it looks like an antique plece. Great pateineo'
is required in thia_wnrk as the golng is very slow, Ilir, lorita says
that the people in Japan do & considerable amoumt of this sort of
work, He has received no formal training 1m lt; but he has a paftion-
larly good sense of figures and propertions, A piece of this woot
in the rough state is taken out end studied until a general pattern 1s
fixed in the mind. Sometimes other wood cinttrl are consulted and thpy
discuss the prodedure which should be ua;d. When this is settled, he
gets to work., It takes anywhere from three days to a week to finish
the article, <+t is his plan to make & matching set of valous objects.
During the "ironwoed hunting" parties, the men have developed a

practice of carring canes with a fork on the ends, On the handle
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designs on the ends, Boards are pluced under the matfresses ond he
uses no springs, B1ll bullt & redwood hopechest snd other items
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dosks and pantry, Several of those stands with aln&h'cpread acroas

them serve to dlvide the room from the rest of the apartment, Uis
house 1s equipped with an &ir cooler and the faully i1s comfortadbly
settled,

liow that his home has been all fixed up, #p, lorita has had nore
time to Ilndulge in other hobblew besldes Tishing, One of the favore
ite aspects of his recreation sre the long hikes out into ths desert
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Isocel have carvsed many art objeots out of theam, The wood 1as very
hard but 1t has softi spots. <This is patiently scooped out with a
soredriver, 4ihe objeet do not represent anything in partleular,
although they are chlefly being used for fleower stands, After the
objest has been suoothed off, 1t is highly polished with shoepollsh
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that the people in Japan do a considerable snount of this sort of
work, He has recelved no formal training 18 it, but he has & partiou-
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{n the rough state is taken out end studled until e general pattern ls
fixed in the nind, Sometinmes other wood cerwers are consulted end thpy
discuss the prodedure w:ich should be used, ¥hen this is settled, he
sets to work, It tekes anywhere from three deys to & week to finish
the articles 4t is his plen to make & matohing set of vadous objoots,

During the "ironwood hunting” parties, the men have developed e
practice of carring canes with a fork on the ends, On the handle
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end, Mr. Morite has designed a snakes head. He says that they used these short
sticks to cateh rattlesnakes. The men seemed to have developed sonsiderable skill
in this as nobody has been bitten yet. The idea is to keep jabbing the stiock at
the smmke so that it nmever has an opportunity to strike--"just like in boxing."
The men get fairly close to the smake, as they move around. At the first eppor-
tunity, the snake is pinned down. A man is judged according to the skill in which
he can accomplish this in the least time. At first, all of them were begimners
so that they all tended to smash the snakes head in. Mr, Morita has become quite
proficient in this art. He gives the snakes to friends whé keep them in boxes
for exhibition. During these forays, the party usually take a lunch. They start
out early in the morning and are gone all day.

Another practice which these parties have develped is to return by the
outskirts of the farms. ZRight now they bring oucmbers home in the kmapsnacks which

they sarry. These &o also given to friends who piekle them with salt and vinegar

into the Japanese dish known as "Otsekemono"(? Pardon my French}) The taking of

these vegetables is not considered as stealing although the men like to make a great
secret about where they obtained them. They do not want to encourage the young
boys to do this "because they have the wrong attitude and they will take more than
they need and waste it." Mr, Morita greatly enjoys this outdoor life, but he
now finds that his other activities are beginning to take more of his time. Some-
times Mr, Morita also gives good haircuts with hand clippers to the boys he formerly
knew in the scout troop in Pasadena. Mr. Morita says that he now reads very little
although he does have a few books in his home.

Besides the exercises classes he gives in the mornings and evenings, he
also atéends Rec. meetings and domul‘l:.ation-. One of his biggest activities has
been in the organization of the War Veterans olub in this camp. The administration
has been faverably inclined towards them and an office and a secretary paid by the
TRA has been assigned to them. All of them have been given "soft" jobs by the
administration. He is quite proud of the fact that he designed and helped build
the bemch for this office.
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end, Mr, Morita has designed o snakes head. He says that they used these short
stioks to oatoh rattlesnakes. The men seemed to have developed considerable skill
in this as nobody has been bitten yets The idea is to keep jabbing the stiek at
the smake so that it mever has an opportunity to strilke--"just like in boxing."
The men get fairly close to the snake, a.s they move arcund, At the first oppore
tunity, the snake is pinned down. A man is judged acoording to the skill in which
he ocan acecmplish this in the least times At first, all of them were begimners
8o that they all tended to smash the snakes head in, Mr, Morita has beeome quite
profieient in this art. He gives the snakes to friends whd keep them in boxes
for exhibition, During these forays, the party usually take a lunche They start
out early in the moraning and are gone all day.

inother practice whioh these parties have develped is to return by the
outskirts of the farms., Hight now they bring cuembers home in the kmapsnacks whiech
they carrys These are also given to frienmds who plokle them with salt and vinegar
into the Japanese dish known as "Otgokemono®™(? Pardon my Frenchi) The taking of
these vegetables is not considered as stealing although the men 1like to make & great
seoret about where they obtained them. They de not want to ensourage the young
boys to do thies "because they have the wrong sttitude and they will take more than
they need and waste it." INr, Morite greatly enjoys this outdoor 1life, but he
now finds that his other sotivities are beginning to take more of his time, Somee
times ¥r, Morita alse gives good hairouts with hand clippers to the boys he formerly
Imew in the scout troop in Pagadena. lir, Morita says that he now reads very little
although he does have a few books in his home.

Besides the exerecises clagses he gives in the mornings and evenings, he
also atéends Rec, meetings and consultations. Ome of his biggest activities has
been in the organization of the W,r Veterans olub in this camp, The administration
has been favorably inelined towards them and an office and a secretary paid by the
WRA has been assignmed to them. All of them have been given "soft" jobs by the
administration. He is quite proud of the faot that he designed and helped build
the bemech for this office.




Cherles Tilueld
Nove 10, 1842

As %o the funotion of the group he had this to says "The Legion here is the
only one that is able to £ill the pap between the Issei and the Wisei. We will de
the best we can to better this commmity, That is our aime The Issel look to us
for leedership besause they believe that the Nisei are too young. Ve have avoided
political ideas as muoh as possible, as we wish to help the Issel here and we don't
want to run into econflictss The Issel alone not acocomplish anything because
they do not have the rightss They respect ws more becwUse We are more their ages
The mattor of age is very irportant to the Issei and they do not like the young
people to be tolling them what to dos They feel thet the Nisel are too young yete"

¥r, ¥tgumori, one of the Legion members, hes been very active in the commmnity
1ife and he is also on the Board of Direstors of the JACL.

¥r, Morita has not taken an aoctive part in the politieal life of the canter
latelye le feels thet there are too mauy Iesei agitators who corplain about little

thingss T wemt to be constructive.” He claimed that somebody who wanted to harm

him sent & letter to the FBI saying thet he was an sgitator "becsuse I happened

to oppose their destructive ideas.” Ie weloomes the FBI to come and investigute

and they will £ind thst he has a olean record, "We should work for the future instead
of thinking all the tims ebout the injustiocss of the pusts" He says that he Yalks

a lot with the Issei and Nisei so that they will not get discoursged. "Those Tssel
educated in Japan think different theu I do. They get their ideas from Japan exd
they don't change."

My, Vorita is very muoh concernsd over the edusation of his ehildren and the
othor ohildren in the cembers lio wonliered whether the schools eould get ussistance
from Californias "The Nisel are eitiens of California end the state should help
out bessuse Arizona is too poors They have no textbooks hers snd the ehildren don't
get any homeworke Children going to sehool without books is terribdes They should
have homework,” I, Norite saye that he peys his temes te Californic and that the
Wisei ohildren are entitled to help.”




Charles Tiluochi
Neve 10, 1042

As to the funotion of the group he had this to says "The legion here is the
only one that is able to fill the gap between the Issei and the Wisel, We will do
the best we can to better this community, That is our aime The Issei look %o us
for leadership because they believe that the Nisei are teo younge Ve have avoided
political ideas as muoh as possible, as we wigh to help the Issei here and we don't
want to run into confliotss The Issei ealone can not acoomplish anything because
they do not have the rightss They respect we more besc-use we are more their age.
The matter of age is very irportant to the Issei and they do not like the young
poople to be telling them what to do. They feel that the lidsed are too young yet,"

¥r, Mtsumori, one of the Legion members, has been very active in the cormunity
1ife and he 4s algo on the Noard of Directors of the JACL,

Mr, Norita has not taken an active part in the politieal 1life of the csmter
latolys lo feels that there are too many Issei egitators who complain about little

thingss "I want to be comstructive.” mohumtu-wmmmum
him sent a letter to the FBI saying thot he was an agitator "because I happened

to oppose their destructive ideas." Ie weloomes the PRI to come and investigate

and they will find thet he has a olean record, "We should work for the future instead

of thinking all the time about the injustices of the past," Me says that he talks
a 1ot with the Tosed and Mised so that thoy will mot get disoourageds “Those Issed
educated in Japan think different than I do. They get their ideas from Japan and
they don't ohange."

Mr, Yorita is very muoh oonmscernsd over the eduscation of his ohildren and the
other children in the center, le womBered whether the sohools oould get aseistance
from Californine "The NMigel are oiti.ens of California and the state should help
out becsuse Arigona is too poore They have no textbooks here and the ohildren den't
get any homework, Children going to sehool without books is terrible. They should
have homework." Mr, Vorita says that he pays his taxes to California end that the
Wisei ohildren are entitled to help."




Charles Kikuehi
Nove 10, 1942

He wants to send Elsie out to school next year and he is thinking of trying
to get & job in the middle west so that he can make a home, He is very glad that
Elsie is interested in sohool and that she wants to go on to college. Elsie used
to reed a lot and ghe has borrowed several of my books. She is a very attractive

young girl, At present she has nothing speeifio piocked out to go into. She _just

wants to be a ooed. She is a little conservative in her ideas which may be due to
her mothers influence. IMr, Morita thinks that Bette and Elsie oliok besause they

are more Americanized., Bette, however, feels that the girls in that group are not

as Americanized as gshe would want them to be. She says that they ere not willing

to enter into discussions but always want to argue. She thinks that they trend o

be & little Japanesy. At school they are a little quiet, Ome of the English teachers
is greatly disliked by Elsie and Bette because she temds to be so patronizingy "You
Japanese are so self conseious.” This burns Bette up no end and she dces not 1ike
these insulting remerks.

Elsie is more favorable towards things Japaneses, 8She thinks it would be a
good idea té teach Japanese to the students here, She ewen enjoys the Issei talent
showss She has a boy friemd going te the U, of Nebraska, which may be cne of the
reagsons why she would like to go to colleges She said that gshe liked the school
here and did not mind being among the Japanese pupilss She elaims that she likes
it better than Pasadena, even though she does mise her saucasian friends., Dette,
on the other hand, would much rather be attending Vallejo Hi,

My, Yorita is in hopes that the whole preblem of edueation will be settled
by all of the evacuees being resettled in another year and o helf. Jp correspends
with many of his ceucasian friemds., One of them is a U, 8, Naval Officer who sent
a letter to General De Witt just to find out where Morita was loeated. - Another
friend is a major in the air corps in Colorade who also wiites to him. Other friends
he kmew during the lst world war ere now officers in the military services. fie.
Vorita also has a number of caucagien friends in Pasadena, many of them in the
American Legion Post there.




Charles Kikuehi
Yove. 10, 1942

He wants to send Elsie out to school next year and he is thinking of trying
to get a job in the middle west so that he can make « home. He is very glad that
Elsie is interested in school and that she wants to go on to college. Elgie used
to read a lot and she has borrowed several of my books. She is a very attractive
young girl. At present she has nothing speeific picked out to go into. She just
wants to be a coed. She is a little comservative in her ideas which may be due to
her mothers influence. Mr. Morita thinks that Bette and Flsie olick because they
are more Americasnized. Bette, however, feels that the girls in that group are not
as Americanized as she would want them to be. She says that they are not willing
to enter into discussions but always want o argue. She thinks that they tremd to
be a little Japanesy., At school they are a little quiet. One of the English teachers
is greatly disliked by Elsie and Bette because she tamds to be so patronizing; "You
Japanese are so self conseious." This burns Bette up no end and she dees not like
these insulting remerks.,

Elsie is more favorable towards things Japaneses She thinks it would be a
good idea td teach Japanese to the students here. She ewen enjoys the Issei talent
shows. She has a boy friend going to the U. of Nebraska, which may be one of the
reasons why she would like to go to ooilege. She said that gshe liked the school
here and did not mind being emong the Japanese pupils. She claims that she likes
it better than Pasadena, even though she does miss her csucasian friends. Bette,
on the other hand, would much rather be attending Vallejo Hi.

My, Morita is in hopes that the whole problem of education will be settled
by all of the evacuees being resettled in another year emd a half. He corresponds
with many of his caucasian friemds. One of them is a U, S, Naval Officer who sent
a letter to Gemeral De Witt just to find out where Morite was located. Another
friend is a major in the air corps in Colorado who also wiites to him. Other friends

he knew during the lst world war are now officers in the military services. .

Morita also has a number of caucasian friends in Pasadena, many of them in the

American Legion Post there.




Charles ¥ilkuchi
Nove 10, 1042

. As far es he 48 oonserned, the only future for him which he sees is in the

Vs Se, speoifically Pasadena énd he thinks that he will return there once more

when this 1s all over,
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As far as he ig concerned, the only future for him which he sees is in the

Us Bep speoifiocally Pasedens dnd he thinks that he will return there once more

when this is all over,




