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It. Morlta of i'asadena 60-I-B 

Mr.  i  orlta la on© of the war veterans in this camp. This after-

noon I went over and talked to hiß about an hour on various t hings. 

He was born In Izu, Japan 60 years ego. It Is located on a 

peninsula about an hours train ride from Tokyo,  I r.  I  orlta cor.es 

from the Shizuoka Ken. A number of Japanese have come to the U . £. 

from this province. His father was a landowner in his nati ve village, 

lie said that his family line was rated fairly high in Japan b ecause 

they were o.f the propertied class. "My ancestors for many c enturies 

alwsyo acted as sort of town mayors." Doth of his parent s are still 

livl 

ng. One broth r, a graduate of Kelyo(?) University now owns 

light  iLOderaized apartment houses  in Tokyo, pother brother, also 

a university graduate, is now dead. 

i'ifty years ago (1892) when there was a big importation of J apanese 

labor to Hawaii and California fcy the sugar Interests, Hr.  *  orlta»s 

father ©an,© to the United States to work as a houseman In the Spreckles 

mansion in 3aul»alito, Calif., just across the bay frei S.  F. near 

the Golden tlate. His  r.  other stayed behind in Japan and -r. -orlta 

was b o m th; t same year. His father made several trips 

bee*,  us© he was paid a liberal salary.  *  r.  i orlta stated 

father had received some university work in Japan and he h ad a know-

ledge of inglish. It was his intention to go to school in the Unite« 

States, but he did not get very far oecause he was busy accum ulating 

In 1907 when r. orlta was 17, he also came to California, 

father retu ned to Japan for the last ti¡e and h© has not bee n back 

since, ^r.  I  orlta took a Job es a schoolboy in San anclsco and h© 

attended the Pacific! Heights 0rammar school. He graduat ed In 1911 

and for a short tine he attended Lowell High School. 
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l-Ir. Merita of  *  asadena 60-I-ii 

r.  J  orita Is one of the war veterans In this camp. This after-

noon I went over and talked to h k about an hour on vari us thi ngs. 

Jle was born in Isu, Japan 50 years ago. It is located on a 

peninsula about an hours tra!n ride from Tokyo,  J  r.  I  orita oor.es 

frOE the Shiauoka Ken. A number of Japanese have come to th e U. 

from this province. His father was a landowner in his nativ e village, 

lie said that his family line was rated fairly high in Japa n because 

they were of the propertied class.  n Uy ancestors for many centuries 

always acted as sort of town mayors." Doth of his parents a re still 

liv?ng. One brother, a graduate of Keiyo(?) University now owns 

light modernized apartment houses in Tokyo, pother brother , also 

a university graduate, is now dead. 

Fifty years ago (1892) when there was a big importation of Ja panese 

labor to Kawaii and  C&iii  ornia by the sugar interests,  *  r, Iorita*s 

father came to the United States to work as a houseman in the Spreckles 

mansion in Saulsalito, Calif., just across the bay fro S. F. near 

the Golden Gate. His mother stayed behind in Japan and  i  r. orita 

was born th t same year. His father made several trips back t o Jipan 

because he was paid a liberal salary.  I  orita stated that his 

father had received some university work in Japan and he h ad a know« 

ledge of English. It was his intention to go to school in the U nited 

States, but he did not c®* very far because he was busy accum ulating 

money. 

In 1907 when  i  r.  i  orita was 17, he also came to California. His 

father retu ned to Japan for the last  th e and he has not been back 

a?nee. orita took a Job as a sohoolboy in San *>aneisco and he 

attended the Paoifici Heights dammar sohool. He graduate d in 1911 

and for a short tire he attended Lowell High School. 
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About this time he heard that there were some friends fro m 

the same province living In Pasadena so he went down there a nd got 

a schoolboys Job, lie graduated from Pasadena High S chool In 1915. 

By this time he had decided that the wanted to be an engineer a nd 

remain In this country. He studied at L.A. Jr. College and at Cal. 

Tech. where he graduated. 

H© was still in college when the  w orld War broke out. He 

joined the Student Army and continuted with his training f or engineer-

ing. He was taken into the regular crmy very shortly after t hat. 

In 1918 he was on the point of being sent overseas as an engin eer 

because he had a speaking and writing knowledge of Englis h, Japanese, 

ai d German. However, the Armistice was declared and he di d not have 

to go to Siberia. was given an honorable discharge shortl y 

afterward. 

Korlta could not find an engineers 1 Job after he entered 

civilian life so he worked in a Japanese grocery store in Los A ngelos 

as a manager.  xhe next year(1920) he started his own store in Pas-

adena and he continued this successfully until the outb reak of the 

present war. 

At the time he opened his own store he decided thot the wanted 

to get married. Negotiations we e started with his family a nd a 

go-between arranged his marriage to a first cousin(not a bl ood relation 

because of some step-mother relationship). A big ceremon y was held 

for the wedding in his hftme In Japan and Mr. Morlta was re presented 

at the wedding ceremony by a friend. Mrs. Morlta entered thi s country 

as a picture bride shortly afterwards. The boat landed her i n Seattle 

where  1  r.  ^  orita met her and another marriage ceremony was performed . 

The next year Bill was born. Dick 20, Elsie 17, and Helen 14 are the 
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About this time he heard that there were some friends from 

the same province living In Pasadena so he went down the re and got 

a schoolboys job. He graduated from Pasadena High S chool In 1915. 

By this time he had decided that the wanted to be an engin eer and 

remain in this country. He studied at L.A. Jr. College an d at Cal. 

Tech. where he graduated. 

He was still in college when the  Vy orld W a r broke out. H© 

joined the Student A r my and continuted with his training for engineer-

ing. He was taken into the regular army very shortly aft er that. 

In 1918 he was on the point of being sent overseas as an eng ineer 

because he had a speaking and writing knowledge of Englis h, Japanese, 

and German. However, the Armistice was declared and he did not have 

to go to Siberia, ^e was given an honorable discharge s hortly 

afterward. 

^r. Morita could not find an engineers 1 job after he entered 

civilian life so he worked in a Japanese grocery store in Los A ngelos 

as a manager, ^he next year(1920) he started his own store i n Pas-

adena and he continued this successfully until the outb reak of the 

present war. 

At the time he opened his own store he decided that the wa nted 

to get married. Negotiations were started with his family  and a 

go-between arranged his marriage to a first cousin(not a bl ood relation 

because of some step-mother relationship). A big ceremo ny was held 

for the wedding in his hforne in Japan and Mr. Morita was repr esented 

at the wedding ceremony by a friend. Mrs. Morita entered t his country 

as a picture bride shortly afterwards. The boat landed her i n Seattle 

where Mr. ^orita met her and another marriage ceremony wa s performed. 

The next year Bill was b o m . Dick 20, Elsie 17, and Helen  14 are the 
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other children» Bill roomed with me at U. C. last term. He Is 

now attending the U* of Nebraska studying to be an enginee r. £ick 

Is also there and he wants to be a dentist« Elsie and Helen are 

attending school In this center. 

Mr* liorita Is an average size Japanese, about 6 f 6 n . Signs of 

middle age are noticeable. lie Is getting bald and his hair I s all 

thlned out. He Is an excellent physical condition In spite of his 

age. He has an extrovert personality and he speaks English well. 

I rs. r'orlta Is more self effacing and she speaks little Eng lish. She 

appears to be much more conservative than her husband. ¿1 11 took 

after his father 9 while felsle and I>lck  *  re rore inclined towards the 

mother*s characteristics. ¿-Isle Is one of Betted best fr iends here. 

The hoi e life of Mr. foritaa» family was fairly Americanize d while 

they were in Pasadena. % stated th t they ate Japanese food part 

of the time and American food part of the tine. They used t he 

chopsticks quite frequently, dr.  ¿-  orlta is a Protestant.  i4 e said 

that his family followed few Japanese customs. He Is quit© p* oud 

of his American citizenship which he reoelved for his war s ervice. 

He said:"I ««a an American and no tiffe ent from any Cauc asian American 

He had lots of Caucasian friends in Pasadena, many of whom pa tronized 

his store.  I  r # I  orlta has never returned to Japan. He expressed 

the desire to see his mother one©  r  ore. *l*r. used to V is kind of 
# 

life, and after the war I plan to make one last visit to Japan  to see 

my moth r and then I will come back to America forever. I can come 

back here because I have my citizenship. n 

lr t  .orlta does not know for sure If dispersion would hasten th e 

assli ilatlon process of the Japanese in this country becaus e of the 

unsettled conditions, "e feels that the Japanese may Ju t as well 
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other children. Bill roomed with me at U. C. last term. He la 

now attending the U. of Nebraska studying to be an engineer . Dick 

Is also there and he wants to be a dentist. Elsie and Helen are 

attending school In this center. 

Mr. Morlta Is an average size Japanese, about  5» 6".  Signs of 

middle age are noticeable. He is getting bald and his hair i s all 

thined out. He is an excellent physical condition in spite of his 

age. He has an extrovert personality and he speaks English w ell» 

Mrs. Morlta is more self effacing and she speaks little Engl ish. She 

appears to be much more conservative than her husband. Bil l took 

after his father, while Elsie and Dick are more inclined towa rds the 

mother's characteristics, ^lsie is one of Bette's best fri ends here. 

The hore life of Mr. fooritas* faaftly was fairly Americanized whil e 

they were in Pasadena. H© stated  thot they ate Japanese food part 

of the time and American food part of the time. They used the 

chopsticks quite frequently. Mr. Iorita is a Protestant. ^ said 

that his family followed few Japanese customs. He Is quite p roud 

of his American citizenship which he received for his war  service. 

He said:"I »am an American and no  c  Iffe ent from any caucasian American." 

He had lots of caucaslan friends In Pasadena, many of whom patronized 

his store. Mr. fcorlta has never returned to Japan. He expresse d 

the desire to see his mother onCo more. "I'm used to this kin d of 

life, and after the war I plan to make one last visit to Ja pan to see 

my mother and then I will come back to America forever. I can come 

back here because I have my citizenship." 

Mr. Morlta does not know for sure if dispersion would hasten the 

assli ilation process of the Japanese in this country bec ause of the 

unsettled conditions, ^e feels that the Japanese may Just as well 
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scatter all around now. "If California woleotes us back f  we will go 

back. 1 fcr.  I  orlta inteiî s to go bac! to Pasadena because he has 

his home there» "it Is the only town in which I care to live," B efore 
m 

evacuation, Jr.  ¿  orlta had never left Calif* since coming from Japan, 

except for the one trip to Seattle in 1G20 and now Arizona. 

In his social and business life,  A  r.  .1  orlta was quite active. lie 

was highly res  poo ted  In the Japanese eofcraunlty and ar.ouisg his Cau-

casian friends. belonged to the Japanese association in P ftsaiena 

and for three years he served as the 'rea surer  11  In  order to  ¡  ut it 

bad on its feet financially." 

He stated that the purpose of the Japanese Association the re was 

to help out the people in thrt cortunity. There was nothing p olitical 

to it. Ve had no consulate of-ice there. Our purpose was to do 

rrore of social work* *he whole community donated funds-f or* this 

purpose." 

lie gave an exa? pie whore his association was able to help out. 

k drunkard father died leaving his three sons orphans. He had been 

allowed to h ve a large credit at various Jap neoe stores bec ause 

the owners were sorry foi 4 the children. Shore were no funds for the 

funeral so that the Association sponsored the funeral, *r. J orlta 

and the other storM Mncelled all of the bills of the fath er so that 

the feous would not feel obligated to repay. A collection of <300 

was also taken up in the coraaunity and given to the  17 year old  boy 

and his two younger brothers« 

-  orlta eapla; ned thit the association also did most of the alien 

registration and he showed xm a letter frot the Postmast er praising 

the group for its flno ©©operation. 

Send off parties we>e also given for lilsei draftees and Ca ucasians 
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scatter all around now. "If California welcomes us back, w e will go 

back*"  1  r* torita Intends to go back to Pasadena because he has 
a 

hi» home there. It is the only town in which I care to live*" Bef ore 

evacuation, Jr.  i  orita had never left Calif, since coming from Japan, 

except for the one trip to Seattle in 1G20 and now Alisona* 

In hi© social and business life, Morita was quite active, lie 

was highly respected in the Japanese community and amous ig his Cau-

casian friends, belonged to the Japanese association in Pas adena 

and for three years he served as the Treasurer "in order to p ut it 

bac! on its feet fInanelally," 

He stated that the purpose of the Japanese Association the re was 

to help out the people in that  oo;  munity. "'¿here was nothing political 

to it, Ve had no consulate office there. Our purpose was to  do 

more of social work, *he whole community donated funds-for  this 

purpose." 

He gave an example where his association was able to help o ut, 

A drunkard father died leaving his three sons orphans* H©  had been 

allowed to h ve a large credit at various Jap nese stores beca use 

the owners were sorry for the children* Thoro wore no funds for the 

funeral so that the Association sponsored the funeral,  1  r # 1  orita 

and the other stores cancelled all of the bills of the feth er so th&t 

the bous would not feel obligated to repay, A collection of C300 

was also taken up in the ccnaBUntty and given to the 17 year ol d bo: 

and his two younger brother»« 

i orita explained that the association also did most of the alien 

registration and he showed me a letter from the Postmaster  praising . 

the g-roup for its fine cooperation* 

Send off parties we-e also given for Hisei draftees and Cauc asians 



Charles riikuchi 
November 10,  1942 

finer  lean  Legion P 0sts were Invited to these affairs.  "The  people Ira 

Pasadena felt that the Japanese there were not "bad eggs. " î is was 

verified by letters « ieh he showed g f*«B various public officials 

in that city. "Only 6 out of 1,000 Japanese were picked up b th e 

FBI after war broke put.  Ifci  t is the least of any Japanese community» 

Th- *s the best record." '¿he people of Pasadena were not gl ad to see 

the Japanese go from there ana the ¿-air Play ^eromittee Is going to 

sent- gifts to all forme** Pasadena families at Christmas t a e.  i  obu 

is working en that list yet. 

Ur$ Merit* «as also active in the Japanese  Union Church, and he 

fclso served as a scoutmaster for  bo.  s troop 41 in 1957. 

! is home and sto e ecn&ituted the only Japanese residence i n the 

whole block. At the outbreak of the war, the Caucasian pe ople in his 

block r.ade hli the air-raid warden« !, to show th t they trusted me.* 

iA e also served as a block representative to the Civilian d efense 

Oomnittee* 

¿or it a was not active in the k«rie&Q Legion in Pasadena, 

although he indicated that he knew the members well. lie did n ot Join 

the Legion because he did not want the Japanese in th© e«disu nity to 

feel that he was putting on airs. 

Evacuation changed his life and he lost his security. He le ft 

all of his business and his home ftn Pasadena, Pianos, davenpo rts, 

and a lot of furniture was stored in this house. He figure d on getting 

a good rent (76.00) a month for his  2 story home and store, but he 

now finds i, difficult to rent out»  ?l It is hard because we do not have 

any defense industry in Pasadena, and it is a ghost town now. " His 

lack of income is one of the sources of his greatest worri es. Be 

has not been able to send as much as he wants lo for Bill. -'411 is 
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AvmTisan Legion P 0sts were Invited to ti*** affairs.  "The people ln 

Pasadena felt that the Japanese t be re wore rot bad eggs* 91 % l s was 

verified by letters w.ich he shewed Hp  from various public officials 

1» that city.  "Only C out of 1,000 Japanese were picked up b the 

FBI after war broke out*  *¡y.t í  is the least of any Japanese community. 

Th-  f s the best r e c o r d * h s people of -caadena were not glad to se e 

the Japanese go frets there and the .air Pía; ^onmiltiee is going to 

sent gifts to all former Pasadena families at Christinas f a s . -obu 

is working r that list yet. 

v. o rita was also act!we In the Japanese Ut-ion Church , and he 

also nerrod as m scoutmaster for boy* troop 41 In 1937. 

Is how* and sto e eoufcltuted the only Japanese residence in the 

whole bloc!:» «ftt the outbreak of the war, to Caucasian peop le in his 

block hln the alr~mld war canato ©how th t they trusted » • " 

% also served as a block representative to the Civilian le fenss 

Costó t tee. 

¿ orlta was not active in the Ainarioau Legion in Pasadena, 

Although he indicated that h© knew the msfesrs well. He did n ot Join 

the legion because he did not want the ¿apañóse in the eor&u nlty to 

feel th-.-.t he was putting on airs. 
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all  o2 his business and his hor.e In Pasadena. Pianos, davenport s, 

and a lot of furniture was stored in this house. K© figured  on getting 

a good rent (70.00) a month for his  2 story home and store, but he 

now finds it difficult to rent out.  n Xt is hard because we do not have 
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now working in sob© oa-ipu» fraternity as a dishwasher. we nt® 

El ale  to go out to school next y®ar f  but he is not quite certain 

that h© will be able to finance her» 

orita lias made a fairly good adjustment to the Center lif e« 

At Tulare he was a calisthenics director and was on the payro ll. 

Fryer has given the former service men here a break in Jobs so that 

Kr#  I  orita is doing the sa me thing here, &e does not have a large 

class now b©ea»u© it is still dirk in the early mornings, 

. But  1  r.  i  orita 1» life is not an idle one, Kohas many interests 

which keeps him busy 7 day» a week, during all the years o f work, 

he never had much of a chance for rec eution to the extent whi ch 

he has here. One of his hobbies is fishing, Mr, Merits go©» ©«I 

to the canal once or twice a week. With several of his frie nds 

he explore» around for the best spots, going as far as ten mi les 

from the center. Bo equipment was brought here with him so tha t 

he has rade several ©xcellant poles  Svm the whit© pin© wood, '-¿'his 

particular wood is very  flexible and suited for his purposes, Guides 

have been mad© fror. odd pieces of wire found around the cent er. At 

first he used to give the fishes amy to his friends for thei r ponds, 

• ow he fries and eats them, **© claims that the fish tsate si s.ilar 

to bass. He takes particular pride in the fact that the bigg est 

fish he has caught was 1©* l©ng# Mr» Merita 1» quit© proud of his 

fishing abilities, *Th© fish give me quite a fi^it," 

During the first r~onth f  r,  1  orita andhis  mne «ere bu»y building 

the furniture and gathering  lumber, His daughters also helped in 

getting the lumber. The apartment has been fixed up in e ce llent 

taste, H is his theory th t everything shoul d be built o n a small 

scale in order to mak© the roora larger, Beds have been made wi th 
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now iorklr«£ iï" :. e et.:.; u frutcr;-.Ity as i cJ.snm.Bho f, -c w r;î.s 

Elsie to co out to sohool next year f  but he  is not quite certain 

that he will be able to finance her. 

i  orlta lias tiade a fairly good adjustment to the Center l ife. 

At Tulare ho was a calîithenics director and \ma on  the payroll. 

Fryer has £iven  the fonser service rsen he  e a break In Jobs so that 

Hr.  !  orlta is doing the same thing here. % does not have a largo 

class now becisue it is still d rk in the early mornings. 

But l>r.  I  orlta*s life is not an idle one. H*has many interests 

which keeps him busy 7 days a week. Murine all the years of w ork, 

he never had mush of a chance for rec eation to the extent whic h 

ho has here. One of his hobbles is flsh'n^. Mr. ¡orlta roes out 

to the canal once or twice a week. Kith several of his frien ds 

he explores around for the best spots, going as f«r as ten m iles 

from the center. Uo equipment was brought here with him s o that 

he has  s  ads several excellant poles fror the white pine wood, ¿his 

particular wood is very flexible and suited for his purpose s. Ouides 

have been made fr«a odd pieces of wire found around the ce nter. At 

first he used to give the fishes S*ay to his friends for thei r ponds. 

How he fries and eats them.  A*e elftim that the fish teste similar 

to bass. Ho takes particular pride in the fact  that the  bl ggMt 

fish he has caught was 19" long. Ir.  I  orita is quite proud of hi« 

fishing abilities. "The fish give m quite a fi^it." 

Luring the first month,  <  r. orlta aridhls sins ware busy building 

the furniture and gathering lumber. U s daughters also help ed In 

getting the lucfcer. The apartment has been fixed up in e c ollent 

taste. H is his theory th t everything shoul d  be  built on a stmll 

scale in order to male» the root; larger» Beds have been  marie  with 
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designs on the ends. Boards are placed under the mattres ses and he 

uses no springs. Bill built a redwood hopechest and other ite ms 

such as tables, chairs, dressers, closets, cigarette stan ds, study 

desks and pantry. Several of those stands with cloth spre ad across 

them serve to divide the room from the rest of the apartment , Eis 

house is equipped with an air cooler and the faaiily is comfo rtably 

settled. 

How that his home has been all fixed up, Morita has had more 

time to indulge in other hobbies besides fishing. One of the  favor-

ite aspects of his recreation are the long hikes out into th e desert 

to search for ironwood. This is the dead roots of a tr6e and t he 

Iseei have carved many art objects out of them. The wood is ve ry 

hard but it has soft spots. '%is is patiently scooped out wit h a 

scic/driver, ¿he object do not represent anything in part icular, 

although they are chiefly being used for flower stands. A fter the 

object has been smoothed off, it is highly polished with sho epolish 

or stained black until it looks like an antique piece. Grea t pateince 

is required in this work as the going is very slow, Bfr« Mori ta says 

that the people in Japan do a considerable amount of this so rt of 

work. He has received no formal training it, but he has a pa rticu-

larly good sense of figures and proportions. A piece of th is »cot 

in the rough state is taken out and studied until a general p attern is 

fixed in the mind. Sometires other wood cMvars are consulte d and tbpy 

discuss the procedure which should be used, "hen this is settled, he 

sets to work. It takes anywhere from three days to a week to fi nish 

the article.  x t is his plan to make a matching set of vs&ous objects. 

During the "ironwood hunting" parties, the men have develop ed a 

practice of earring canes with a fork on the ends. On the han dle 
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designs ori the ends. Boards »re placed under the mattresse s he 

uses no springs. Bill built a redwood hopechest «nd other i tono 
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# 

desks and pantry* Several of those stands with cloth spre ad serosa 

them servo  to divide  ttm roots from the rest of the apartment* His 

house la  eqxxi, pad with an air cooler  mil the fa  illy  la oomfortably 

i.ow that his home h m bean all fixed up, **r» Itorita has had  i  ore 

tine to indulge In other hobble,® he®Idas fiahiiig. 5ne of the favor-

ite aspects of his recreation ore the  long hikes out into th$ desert 

to search for ironwood» This is the doad roots of a tree a nd the 

laoel have carved many art objects out of thorn. Ifce wood  is very-

hard hut it has soft spots«  in patiently scooped out r.-lth a 

sonadriver. ¿he  oh joe t  tfo not represent anything in particular, 

although they are ohiefiy being used for flower stands• Af te** the 

object haa been sitoothed off, it is highly polished with eho epellsh 

or stained black until it loofes like an antique piece, Gre at poteinoe 

la required in this fork as the going is very slow. Merits sa ys 

that the people in Japan do a considerable m ount of t'ia sort o f 

work. He has received no formal training 1* it, but he has a particu-

larly good eenee of figures and proportions. A piece of thi s root 

in the rough etat© is taken out and studied until a genera! p attern is 

fixed in the &lnd.  Sonet i:  eo other woofl csnrsrs are consulted and ttofy 

discuss the procedure w ich should be used. hen this is sett led, ho 

seta to work. It takes anywhere from three days to a week t o finish 

the article.  H la hia plan to xmJca a saatching set of vialous objects. 

during the "ironwood hunting" parties, the men have develo ped a 

practice of earring canes with a fork on the ends. On the han dle 
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end, lfr< Morita has designed a snakes head. He says that th ey used these short 

sticks to oatoh rattlesnakes. The men seemed to have dev eloped considerable skill 

in this as nobody has been bitten yet. The idea is to keep j abbing the stiok at 

the saake so that it never has an opportunity to strike—"j ust like in boxing." 

The men get fairly olose to the snake, as they move around. At t he first oppor-

tunity, the snake is pinned down. A man is judged aooording to the skill in which 

he can accomplish this in the least time. At first, all of t hem were beginners 

so that they all tended to smash the snakes head in. Mr. M orita has become quite 

proficient in this art. He gives the snakes to friends whA keep them in boxes 

for exhibition. During these forays, the party usually take a lunch. They start 

out early in the morning and are gone all day. 

Another practice which these parties have develped is to re turn by the 

outskirts of the farms.  R ight now they bring ouombers home in the knapsnaoks wh ich 

they ârry. These are also given to friends who pickle the m with salt and vinegar 

into the Japanese dish known as  "Otsekemono"( ?  Pardon my French!) The taking of 

these vegetables is not considered as stealing although the men like to make a great 

secret about where they obtained them. They do not want to e ncourage the young 

boys to do this "because they have the wrong attitude and t hey will take more than 

they need and waste it."  Ifr.  Morita greatly enjoys this outdoor life, but he 

now finds that his other activities  are"  beginning to take more of his time. Some-

times Mr. Morita also gives good haircuts with hand clippe rs to the boys he formerly 

knew in the scout troop in Pasadena. Mr. Morita says that he no w reads very little 

although he does have a few books in his home. 

Besides the exercises classes he gives in the mornings an d evenings, he 

also attends Rec. meetings and consultations. One of his b iggest activities has 

been in the organisation of the W ar Veterans olub in this camp. The administration 

has been favorably inclined towards them and an offioe and a secretary paid by the 

WRA has been assigned to them. All of them have been given "s oft" jobs by the 

administration. He is quite proud of the fact that he des igned and helped build 

the beaoh for this office* 
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end, Hp® ?/orita has designed a snakes head. Hs says that t hey used these short 

sticks to oatoh  rattlesnakes •  The men seemed to have developed considerable skill 

la this as nobody has been bitten yet. The idea is to keep jabb ing the stiok at 

the sa«ke so that it never has an opportunity to strike—"jus t like  in boxing 

i'he men get fairly close to the snake, as they move around . At the first oppor-

tunity, the snake is pinned down. A man is judged according to the skill in which 

he can accomplish this in the least time. At first, all of them were beginners 

so that they all tended to smash the snakes head in. Jbrita h as become quite 

proficient in this art. He gives the snakes to friends wJ* ke ep them in boxes 

for exhibition. During these forays, the party usually take a lunch. They start 

out early in the morning and are sone all day. 

Mother practice which these parties have develsped is to ret urn by the 

outskirts of the farms. Hght  nor?  they bring ouembers home in the knapsn oks which 

they 3arry. These are also given to friends who pickle them w ith salt and vinegar 

Into the Japanese dish known as  "0ts ©kemoROw{?  Pardon my French!) The taking of 

these vegetables is not considered as stealing although t he men like to make a great 

secret about where they obtained them. They do not want t o encourage the young 

boys to do this "because they have the wrong attitude and the y will take more than 

they need and waste it." Mr. Merita greatly enjoys this out door life, but he 

now finds that his other activities are beginning to take  more of his time. Some-

times  ? brita also £ives p-ood haircuts with hand clippers to the boys he formerly 

knew in the scout troop in Pasadena.  I3r.  I'orita says that he now reads very little 

although he does have a few books in his home. 

Besides the exercises classes he gives in the mornings and e venings, he 

also attends Heo. meetings and consultations. One of his b iggest activities has 

been in the organisation of the W nr Veterans olub in this camp. The administration 

has been favorably inclined towards them and an offioe and a secretary paid by the 

WRA has been assigned to them. All of them have been given "s oft" jobs by the 

administration. He is quite proud of the fact that he des igned and helped build 

the beach for this office. 
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At to the function of the group ho had this to sayi "The legio n hero is the 

only one that is able to fill the ¿op between the Issei and the  tfisei.  Wo will do 

the best we oan to better thie community, That Is our aim» Th e Issei look to us 

for leadership because they believe that the Nisei are too  young, o have avoided 

political ideas as attOh as possible, as we wish to help the Issei here and wo don't 

want to run into oonflicts. The Issei alone oan not accompli sh anything because 

they do not have the rights. They respect us ®oro bee use we are laore their age. 

The aatter of age is very 1 portant to the Issei and they do no t like the young 

people to be tolling them what to do. They feel that the liise i are GOO young yet.* 

l$r* msuoori, one of the Legion  lasobers,  has been very active in the  oommoity 

life and he is also on the Board of Directors of the JACL* 

Hr , i tbr i ta has not taken an  aot i to» part in the political life of the center 

lately. He feels that there are too many Issei agitators who complain about little 

things. "I want to  be constructive.*  He d a t a * that swnebody  who wanted  t o ham 

him sent  a l et t er  to the  FBI  saying  t hat  he was an agitator  "because 1 happmd 

to  oppose t hei r  dest r uct i ve i d e a s w e l c o m e s t he FBI  t o come and i nvest i gat e 

and they  wi l l  f i nd that he has a clean  r ecor d. shoul d wor k f or  t he fut ur e instead 

of  t hi nki ng all  t he t i ns about  the  i nj ust i ces of  t he past.*  He says that  he t al ks 

a lot  wi t h t he Issei and Hi sol so that  t hey wi l l  not  get  di scour sed. "Those I ssei  

educated i n Japan think  di f f er ent  t han X do. They get their ideas  from J apan imd 

thoy don't change,* 

V . orita is very such oonoersii  O W the  « i M A l * k  of  M HAMmHI m i  t l m 

other children in the center,  lie  woafiorod whether the soliools ecuU get assistance 

from California, *The lisei are citizens of California and t he  st at e should h*lp 

out because irisona is too poor. They  h&vo no textbooks hens and  tfeo children don't 

get any  hosiework.  Children going to schol without books is terrible* Thoy sh ould 

haw honework." W * %rito says that ho pays his taxes to Califo rnia and  t hat  the 

Wise! children are entitled to help." 



Chariot Klfcuohl 
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At to the function of the group he had this to tayi "The Leg ion here It tht 

only one that It able to fill the gap between the Itoel and th e ttisei.  We will do 

the best we ean to better thlt ooevaunlty. That It our a Ira , The Xttel look to ut 

for leaderthip because they believe that the ?Heei are too y oung. ISO have avoided 

political ideas at rnoh at possible, at we with to htlp the Xttel h ere and we don't 

want to run Into oonfliote. The Xttel alone can not aeooiapll eh anything because 

they do net have the rlfhts. They respect ut  raore  bee use wt are m m their as*« 

The matter of age It very Important to the Xttel and they do n ot like the young 

people to be telling thera what to do. They feel that the n isei are too young yet." 

iY. llttumori, one of the Legion  Easrabers,  hat been very active In the oocssunity 

life and he it alto on the Hoard of Dlreotoro of the JACL. 

Ifr.  2'orita hat not taken an actlfrt part In the political li fe of the outer 

lately* I'« feels that there are too aany Xssei agitators who complain about little 

things. "X vent to be constructive." Re claimed that toe® bo dy who wanted to harm 

him sent a letter to the FBI saying th t ha wat an agitator "bec ause X happened 

to oppose their destructive ideas•" Be weloores the FBI to oca» and investigate 

and they will find that he hat a clean reoord. should work for  the future instead 

of thinking all the time about the injustices of tht paat." He t&yt that he talkt 

a lot with the Xttel and Hitei so that they will not cot discou raged. "Those Xssei 

eduoated In Japan think different than X do. They get their ideas frora Japan and 

they don't ohange." 

Mr. Orita it very much concerned over the education of hit ohildren and the 

other ohildren in the center. Be wodtered whether the tohool t could get attlttanoe 

fron California. "The Nisei are citizens of California an d the state thou Id help 

out beoaute Arttone it too poor. They have no teatbooks her e and the ohildren don't 

Ret any honework. Children going to school without books  it terrible. They t'jould 

have homework." 1'orlta says that he pays hit taxes to Cali fornia and that the 

Îsel ohildren are entitled to help." 
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He wants to send Elsie out to school next year and he is t hinking of trying 

to get a Job in the middle west so that he can make a home. He is very glad that 

Elsie is interested in school and that she wants to go o n to  college •  Elsie used 

to read a lot and she has borrowed several of my books* She is a very attractive 

young girl. At present she has nothing speoifio picked out to go into« She Just 

wants to be a ooed« She is a little conservative in her id eas which may be due to 

her rothers influence. Mr, fioritfc thinks that Bette and Elsie oliok because they 

are more 

Americanized, Bette, however, feels that the girls in th at group are not 

as Americanised as she would want them to be. She says that they are not willing 

to enter into discussions but always want to argue« She thinks that they trend to 

be a little Japan©sy. At school they are a little quiet. O ne of the English teachers 

is greatly disliked by Elsie and Bette because she taafts t o be so patronising» "You 

Japanese are so self conscious«" This burns Bette up no en d and she dees not like 

these insulting remarks« 

Elsie is inore favorable towards things Japanese« She thin ks it would be a 

good idea ti teaoh Japanese to the students here. She e*e n enjoys the Issei talent 

shows« She has a boy friend going to the  T7.  of Nebraska, which may be one of the 

reasons why she would like 

to go to college. She said that she liked the school 

here and did not mind being among the Japanese pupils« S he olaims that she likes 

it better than Pasadena, even though she does miss her oauo asian friends« Bette, 

on the other hand, would much rather be attending Vallejo H i« 

Merita is in hopes ifcat the whole problem of education will be settled 

by all of the evacuees being resettled in another year and a half« % corresponds 

with many of his oauoasian friends« One of them is a  XT.  S. Naval Officer who sent 

a letter to General De Witt Just to find out where Merita was located. Another 

friend is a major in the air oorps in Colorado who also wiites to him. Other friends 

he knew during the 1st world war are now officers in the m ilitary services, fx« 

Merita also has a number of oauoasian friends in Pasaden a, many of them in the 

American Legion Post there« 



Charles Kikuohi 
Nov. 10, 1942 

He wants to send Elsie out to sohool next year and he is thin king of trying 

to get a job in the middle west so that he oan make a home . He is very glad that 

Elsie is interested in sohool and that she wants to go on to oollege. Elsie used 

to read a lot and she has borrowed several of my  books.  She is a very attractive 

young girl. At present she has nothing specific picked o ut to go into. She just 

wants to be a coed. She is a little conservative in her ideas  which may be due to 

her mothers influence. Mr. Morita thinks that Bette and Elsie click because they 

are more Americanized. Bette, however, feels that th e girls in that group are not 

as Americanized as she would want them to be. She says tha t they are not willing 

to enter into discussions but always want to argue. She t hinks that they trend to 

be a little Japanesy. At sohool they are a little quiet. O ne of the English teachers 

is greatly disliked by Elsie and Bette because she toad s to be so patronizing! "You 

Japanese are so self conscious." This burns Bette up no end a nd she does not like 

these insulting remarks. 

Elsie is more favorable towards things Japanese. She thin ks it would be a 

good idea td teach Japanese to the students here. She e*en e njoys the Issei talent 

shows. She has a boy friend going to the  IT.  of Nebraska, which may be one of the 

reasons why she would like to go to college. She said tha t she liked the sohool 

here and did not mind being among the Japanese pupils. She claims that she likes 

it better than Pasadena, even though she does miss her Caucasian friends. Bette, 

on the other hand, would muoh rather be attending Vallejo Hi. 

Morita is in hopes that the whole problem of education will be settled 

by all of the evaouees being resettled in another year and a half. corresponds 

with many of his Caucasian friends. One of them is a U. S. N aval Officer who sent 

a letter to General De Witt just to find out where Morita wa s located. Another 

friend is a major in the air oorps in Colorado who also wtit es to him. Other friends 

he knew during the 1st world war are now officers in the mi litary services. 

Morita also has a number of cauoasian friends in Pasadena, many of them in the 

American Legion Post there. 



Charles Filmohl 
10, 1942 

A« f«r  ft«  be is concerned, the only future for him whioh he sees 1« la the 

TJ,  5«, specifically Pasadena  Ara!  he think« that he will return there once more 

when thii is all over. 

» 



Chariot Ki'nohi 
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Ag far at he U ooiaeeraed, the only future for him which ho see« 1« In the 

U. speoifloally Pasadena ind ho think« that he will return th ere onoe »ore 

when thie la all ever» 


