
Whitcomb Hotel 
San Francisco, 
March 26, 19^2 

UtnA-
C10\ 
California 

Mr. E. H« Wiecking 
Office of Lands Coordination 
Room 302 
Department of Agriculture 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Ernie: 

Last night I sent a telegram to Leland Barrows asking that 
he come to San Francisco immediately, as it is imperative tha t we 
get the Operations Office here organized as quickly as p ossible. 
In his absence it is necessary that someone represent me ther e to 
answer various calls from Congressmen and others, and to m aintain 
liaison with the various interested departments and agenc ies with 
whom we are dealing. I would appreciate it if you would h andle 
this for me. 

To give you a quick fill-in on the "background, most of which 
is confidential: 

When we arrived here last Monday we found the situation some-
what confused, due to the fact that a large number of age ncies had 
their fingers in the Die, and without any great amount of ove r-all 
planning as to what was going to "be done with the Jspanese a fter 
they were evacuated, A great amount of publicity had been is sued 
by a number of sources, and committments had been made right and 
left without following any uniform pattern. The Army has organized 
the Wartime Civil Control Administration to handle the ev acuation 
and is starting to move large numbers of Japanese to a number o f 
assembly points, and to several large reception centers , the first 
of which is the Owens Valley Project. They also have sta rted con-
struction of the housing at the Parker Project, which will be used, 
at least temporarily, for a reception center, as well as a w ork 
project for the duration. 

One of our first moves was to make tentative arrangements wi th 
the Indian Service people for handling of the Parker Proje ct. A 
copy of a tentative agreement between the W.R.A. and the In dian 
Service on this project is attached. I believe that we are goi ng 
to get Cy Fryer, Superintendent of the Navajo Reservation, who 
Collier regards as his best man, to be the project manager. 

One of the first unfortunate breaks that has occurred was th e 
premature statement by the W.P.A. man in charge of the San ta Anita 



assembly point that the Japanese evacuees were being paid $5 *+ to 
$9^ a month — more than American soldiers. This caused a fres h 
outbreak of bad publicity and I received a wire from Repr esenta-
tive Leland Ford wanting to know about it. The facts of the c ase 
are that the Army was merely considering using the subs istence 
wage scale of the W*?.A., and in any event would charge again st 
this wage the cost of subsistence, which would leave a net wa ge 
somewhat less in most cases than the Army pay. In any event , they 
have not decided on the wage scale and the statement by the pr oject 
manager was premature. I sent a wire, copy of which is attach ed, 
to Representative Ford explaining that the W.R.A. had noth ing to 
do with this phase of the evacuation program, that the Army an d 
the W.R.A. were going to shape up a combined policy on wa ges, and 
that in any event the pay of the American soldier would be bo rne 
in mind in determining wage policies. In order to prevent su ch 
breaks and the making of committments by various agenc ies through 
press releases without our knowledge, Colonel Bendetsen an d I have 
agreed on mutual clearance of .all releases affecting eva cuation, 
and have directed all other agencies in the picture to cl ear with 
us. 

Perhaps the most important problem we have come up agains t is 
that of voluntary evacuation. Until we arrived on the scen e the 
Army was urging Japanese to get out of the area under their o wn 
power as rapidly as possible. Although the voluntary evacu ation 
was a mere trickle, it has caused such repercussions in the ou t-
lying states as to preclude, for the next few months at least , 
the possibilities of private employment, and it is apparent that 
for awhile at least we are going to have to depend entirel y on pub-
lic projects to furnish the evacuees with work. In the meant ime, 
of course, we can proceed with an educational program looki ng for-
ward eventually to use of Japanese in private employment . Yesterday 
the Army came around to our view-point and today are issuing  an order 
stopping voluntary evacuation in favor of orderly planned e vacuation. 
This will give us a breathing spell in which we may make some ulans 
and build an organization. 

It is apparent that I will have to spend practically all of 
my time on the Coast for an indefinite period. We are no w outting 
all of our emphasis on the building of an organization to ha ndle 
the program, and in the meantime are trying to hold some of th e 
problems at arm's length until we can proceed in an orderly w ay. 

Under sepate cover we are sending copies of the various 
proclamati ons  and press releases that have been issued by the War-
time Civil Control Administration — the Army's organizatio n for 
handling the evacuation. 



It is almost impossible to describe the many sides of 
this problem and I realize that this is a rather sketchy dis -
cussion of it. However, we will try to keep you informed on 
current developments and doubtless will hs»ve a number of 
special jobs to be done for us in Washington, It will be 
reassuring to know that you are standing by. 

Sincerely yours, 

M. S. EISENHOWER 
Director 

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

JB:jc 
Enclosures 
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D. R OL A N D P OT T E R , C L E R K 

W . I . S M A L L E Y , A S S T . C L E R K April U, 1942 

Mr. Milton Eisenhower, Director 
War Relocations Authority-
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Dear Mr. Eisenhower: 

Lieutenant General J, L. Dewitt has wired me that you cont rol the re-
location and resettlement of Japanese citizens and alien s who are to 
be evacuated from the military areas of the Pacific Coast. 

Hundreds of Japanese migrants recently have entered Colora do and have 
taken up residence throughout the state without permissi on from 
anyone, 

I demand that control over such migrants be assumed by you and that 
their relocation be undertaken by you on the same basis as other 
Japanese citizens and aliens still remaining on the Pacific Coast. 

All West Coast states have vast inland valleys, far remov ed from the 
restricted military areas along the coast, in which all o f their 
Japanese residents could be properly cared for. Colorado a lso has 
extensive military areas and a relatively large Japanese po pulation 
but we are not asking any other state to look after them. Mos t cer-
tainly we ought not to be made the dumping ground for the Pac ific 
Coast states. 

There may be counties in Colorado that can be used for rese ttlement 
of Japanese and there may be sites in these counties that ca n be util-
ized for enemy alien concentration camps, bjat most positiv ely no Jap-
anese migrants should be resettled in any county in Colorado , or al-
lowed to remain there, unless first approved by the Board of C ounty 
Commissioners of that county. 

If you will follow that fair but simple procedure, I am sure t hat 
Colorado counties will cooperate with you fully. 

ECJ:GM 

sincerely, 

ohnson, 
', Colorado 



Do Hot Release Before Sunday, igfeff 5, 1942 

WASHINGTON, D. C., April 00—(Special)—All former Pacifi c 
Coast Japanese vho moved into the state of Colorado befor e the Army's 
recent "freezing" order of voluntary migrations must be pl aced on the 
same basis of federal control the balance of Japs remainin g in the 
coastal regions 1 

This demand was made of the War Relocations Authority by 
Senator Edwin C. Johnson of Colorado, coupled with a vig orous statement 
that "no Japanese migrant should be resettled in any county in Colorado, 
or allowed to remain there, unless first approved by the Boar d of 
County Commissioners of that county." 

Stating that he was acting in the interests of thousands o f 
Colorado citizens who have deluged him with protests on Japanese moving 
into the state. Senator Johnson Sunday made public a lette r in which 
he called to the attention of Milton Eisenhower of San Franci sco the 
fact that Colorado citizens should be entitled to the sam e protective 
measures as other states enjoy  '.  now that the federal government has 
assumed the responsibility of resettlement of West Coast Japanese, 

"I have demanded of Mr. Eisenhower, chief of the War Relocat ions 
Authority, that the federal government exert a control ov er the Japanese 
who have already moved to Colorado from California," Colo rado's ranking 
lawmaker declared, "and that their resettlement be consi dered on exactly 
the same basis as other Japanese citizens and aliens still remaining on 
the Pacific Coast. 

"All West Coast states have vast inland valleys, far remove d 
from coastal military areas, where all Japanese residents c ould be 
properly cared for. Colorado also has extensive milit ary areas and a 
relatively large Japanese population, but we are not asking any other 
state to look after them. Most certainly we ought not to b e mr.de the 
dumping ground for the Pacific Coast states." 

Senator Johnson emphasized his belief that "citizens of 
Colorado are entitled to the same protection as other state s and 
Colorado counties will cooperate fully" if Eisenhower w ould follow 
the Senator's suggestion that the Boards of County Commi ssioners 
be consulted in the matter of resettlement. 

— . — 3 0 — 

GM 



April 5, 1842 

( 

( A 
v  v 

Honorable Harold D* Smith, 
Director, Bureau of the Budget, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Director Smith: 

I request that, to meet the urgent, immediate needs of the far Relocation 
authority, there be allotted to the Office For JSnergency M anagement 110,000,000 
from the President's Emergency funds for the use of War Relo cation Authority, 
as follows: |2,277,272 for the operation of the Colorado R iver Reservation 
Project for the balance of this fiscal year, and $7,722,7 28 for the inauguration 
of additional projects in the immediate future. 

If possible, I should like to have this allotment made fr om funds which will be 
available until expended. In view of the urgency of our pro blem and the extreme 
importance of saving time, I should like to suggest that th e allotment be made on 
terms which will permit the far Relocation oithority to proc ure supplies, equip-
ment and services (without regard to Sect on 3706 of the Revi sed Statutes), when 
the aggregate amount involved in any one case does not excee d #5,000. In addition, 
I propose that the allotment permit the use of not more tha n #50,000 for the em-
ployment of personnel without regard to Civil Service or Cla ssification Law«. In 
other respects the language of our Initial letter of au thorization dated March 18, 
1942, will meet the requirements of our program. 

The General Situation 

Aa background for an initial understanding of this request , I should like to give 
you a brief account of the evacuation and relocation progr ams as they stand at 
present: 

For many weeks the military and civil authorities on the Pac ific Coast encouraged 
voluntary evacuation. Less than 3,500 Japanese migrated to Colorado, Utah, Idaho 
and other inter-mountain states. But despite the smallness of these movements, 
difficulties developed in a great many small communities an d violence threatened. 

I At Terington, Nevada, for example, ei#tt Japanese reloca ted voluntarily, only to b 
met by a local group which surrounded the evaeuces and told th em they would have to 
leave the eomnamity within a few hours; so the evacuees ret urned to California. 

^-Protest meetings developed in Colorado and elsewhere. T hus, mounting adverse sent -
ment threatened the whole migration and, had a change no t been made, public opinion 
might have compelled the Japanese practically to be inter ned with little opportun-
ity for productive work. So at my request. General DcYitt iss ued an order dis-
continuing all voluntary, haphazard evacuation in favor of a planned, orderly, end 
protected movement. 

nearly 120,000 people are to be moved in the next six to eight w eeks; the precise 
timing is strictly confidential. Our first effort is to get  the people so geo-

-1-



Hon. H. D. Smith - 4/5/42 Pag© 2 

graphically distributed and located as to provide the maxi m» economic opportuni-
ties for the* for the duration of the War. But since permane nt relocation centers 
cannot be located and constructed as rapidly as the militar y need of evacuation 
requires, it is necessary for the Army to provide temporar y assembly points where 
the people can be housed for a few weeks, perhaps for sever al months. Obviously 
the evacuees should not be held in such assembly points lo nger than is absolutely 
necessary.  There  is only enforced idleness at such points. This is terribl y 
demoralizing to anyone. 

We are hard at work selecting sites for reception cente rs, some 15 to 20 in J 
number, which will be located somewhere between the coastal range and the Mis-
sissippi River. The Colorado Biver Project in Arizona will house 20,000; Man-
zanar will house 10,000. I am hopeful that none of the other s will exceed 
10,000 and that many will be as low as 5,000« A wide geogr aphical distribution 
of these centers will increase the opportunities for usefu l production. 

We are planning five general types of opportunities for the Japanese people after 
the reception centers are once built and occupied: 

1. There is useful public work to do, such as land subjuga tion: - work 
that later on wouM be done under Government auspices anyway . Public work will 
not only enable a large share of the population to begin doi ng something useful 
immediately but it can also serve as a backlog of employment  in those seasons 
when other opportunities are not very large. 

2. On the land surrounding the reception centers the Japa nese can produce 
some of their own food and perhaps some for sale. 

3. I believe we can make arrangements to produce camouflag e nets, cart-
ridge belts and other war commodities which require a great  deal of hand labor 
and not very much machinery. Also, I think it will be poss ible to bring about 
the relocation of some small coasaercial industries whic h have always hired 
Japanese labor; for example, a knitting plant and a glove pla nt wish to move 
out of the Military Area to one of the relocation points. 

'  4. There will be considerable opportunity for private emp loyment at 
prevailing wages because as you know, the migratory labor supply is getting 
smaller right along. This, however, is a difficult problem because the wide 
dispersal of Japanese will lead to trouble, particularly fo r them, unless we 
can provide proper safeguards. 

5. I am hopeful that, with the change in public sentiment, there will be 
some opportunity for the development of wholly self-su pporting Japanese com-
munities. 

These things will be possible only if the whole migration is m aintained on an 
# orderly basis with ample military protection. If we sti ck to this kind of pro-

, public fears will decrease. 

In the meantime, however, new pressures are developing. M any of the same people 
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who wished to have the Japanese evacuated la the first plao e ape now asking 

(
that Japanese labor he kept available for various types of work. In the sugar 
beet and truck crop areas of the West the demaMs for stoop lab or are beginning 
to roll in. Politically this pressure is going to be hard to w ithstand, but if we 
break down the orderly program and begin to rush Japanese fa milies here and there 
simply to meet demands for labor, we are once again going t o raise fears in the 
West. Untoward incidents would not be unlikely. X am puttin g this statement 
in writing because I can assure you that I am going to beco me increasingly un-
popular as the weeks go by and as I resist the demands from this area and that. 
I em going to meet the d«aands only if the Japanese can be full y protected. This 
in turn means that group housing will have to be available f or the Japanese fam-
ilies - housing to which all Japanese may return at nigjit for protection. 

The only two reception centers so far under construction ar e the M&nzanar and 
the Colorado River Relocation project in Arizona. The Array , itself, is operat-
ing Manzanar and will continue to do so until the War Relo cation Authority is 
able to take over. This will be some weeks hence. Howeve r, the Army does not 
wish to staff itself to manage additional reception centers . Indeed I do not 
wish to have the Army do so because later on I would only h ave to take over 
staffs which I have not selected. Consequently it is imperat ive that I move 
rapidly so as to be prepared to manage each reception cente r as it is completed. 

j / l wish to call to you attention the fact that a definite wag e policy has not 
been determined. The wage policy question is a tickli sh one. For example, if 
we were to announce that the Government is going to provid e the minimum essen-
tials of food, clothing and shelter and, in addition, woul d pay a maximum cash 
wage of |21 a month for public work on such projects, I thi nk the public would 
approve and we would hear nothing more about the matter. But this would be bad 
policy, ffe would have established an invitation to lazines s. Those who did not 
wish to work would receive the same food and housing as those  who wanted to 
work very hard. The only punishment that might be possible f or those who re-
fused to work would be internment on the grounds ma t tfcey were saboteurs. Con-
sequently one oast think in terms of charging each individua l his pro-rata share 
of all costs for provisioning, health, and education and the n pay a wage high 
enough to permit each family to meet these costs and also to h ave a small amount 
of cash left over for essential elothing and incidentals. This in turn would 
require a wage scale ranging  from.,  say, $40 a month to f?6 a month and, for 
an average family, would yield a smaller income than *ould t he plan first men-
tioned. Even so, a wage policy of this sort would meet a a tom of public pro-
test, and might lead to restrictive legislation. Still anot her possibility is 
to maintain a set of project accounts «hich recorded all ex penditures and all 
income; the profits, if any, would eventually be paid to th e Japanese, xn 
the meantime a small cash allowance would have to be made t o each individual. 

^Despite the fact that we mnat begin actual operations on t he Golorado River 
Relocation Project in t h e o r y near future, I wish to  J * « ^ * J f " 
ment of a definite wage policy for a few more weeks. J?hat we pro 
therefore, is to provide wheltor and food, and to make a sm all ̂ g ^ ^ l o d 
each family each month. This policy will continue only for th»* t * " * * » ^ 
in which the evacuees are getting the can© in order and while the work program 

»3— 
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is being developed. When all is squared away - when the ne cessary equipment 
is on hand and we are ready to go to work, we shall have to have  a definite 
wage policy. 

Colorado Biver Relocation Project 

Attached, in support of our request for funds, is an estimate of expenditures 
for the Colorado River Relocation Project» This is necessa rily a rather gen-
eral estimate, but it has been prepared with as Mich care as p ossible under the 
circumstances. It was developed in cooperation with repr esentatives of the 
Office of Indian Affairs, who were able to draw upon the expe rience of the In-
dian Service in handling housing, feeding and caring for lar ge numbers of people 
under circumstances similar to those which will prevail upo n the Colorado River 
Relocation Project. I believe this is a reasonably good estiiaate. 

I knew three weeks ago, before I came A'est, that the Colorad o River Reservation 
has been selected by the ¿â ny as a Reception Center. I kne w that it would be-
come the responsibility of the War Relocation Authority at its inception. Sinee 
I had no staff on hand, I entered into an informal agreem ent with the Department 
of the Interior, under which the Office of Indian Affair s, for the time being, 
would serve as the agent of the War Relocation Authority in ad ministering thie 
project. In other words, on the Oolorado River Relocation P roject, the War 
Reloeation Authority will determine the broad policy an d program. The Office 
of Indian Affairs will administer the program. 

Since making these preliminary arrangements with the Off ice of Indian Affairs, 
I have selected to be Regional Director of the War Reloeati on Authority in San 
Francisco, Mr, E. R. Fryer, formerly Superintendent of the Havajo Indian Reser-
vation, who was ehosen by the Office of Indian Affairs to a dminister the Colo-
rado River Reservation Project. His appointment may make some change in our 
understanding with the Office of Indian affairs necessary.  This is to say, the 
War Relocation Authority may administer the project direc tly, rather than through 
the Office of Indian Affairs. I intend to discuss this pro blem with Commiseion-
er Collier in the immediate future. 

Whether the project is administered directly by the  ffar  Relocation Authority or 
indirectly on the basis of our original agreement with the Department of the 
Interior, the plan of administration on which the attached e stimate of expen-
ditures was prepared will not be altered. In fact, time wil l not pemfct any 
change in our plans. The nucleus of a management staff is a lready on the ground 
at the project. Transfer of evacuee« to the project will b egin on April 10. It 
will reach large proportions on April 15. In a short while w e shAll be handling 
provisioning and other costs involving 20,000 people. H ence, inraediate adminis-
trative action here, and immediate allotment of funds, are necessary. We have 
already authorized the maimer of the Project to begin exp enditures. 

Other Projects 

The Colorado River Reloeation Project is the only one for whi ch we are now 
prepared to submit estimates. It is evident, however, th at for the remainder 
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of thi» flfttal  aad pxobably for  a  m a h longer  tino  the  patta»  of 
pendi  tur e a  cutlinei for  the Colorado Btwr Re la t i on  ruojeet  will fit the 
other project» we h  ve uadsr  cenai  ¿era  Sion.  In  additafcoa  to  direct project 
©xpenaea  o r « nnatoor of otftsr  area  r i , u » tóall ha*» *>x :>en»ea for  the purché** 
or  leasing  of  land.  A«  aooa  a® oar  as^anlaatioa ha»  develo;*d to a  point 
ehi  oh  tri 11  ̂ emit  us to  taSes  sharie af th& evacuo*» at i&e asi>einbly  poiat», 
•xpcnao» for  ti»  transr?ortaUon  af persona aad prop̂ rfcy  «ri 11  barn» an £ae» 
portaat  eon«a.der»tion*  Owlng  to Ifre apeed «itfei  ehich  the evacuation sjuat 
talee place and the estreme importane©, fra® the point  af rie»  or policy, af 
aur belng eble te  tute ovar  reeaoaelbllity  ae eoo» a»  poeaible, X do  not  tml 
it  would  be  wiee  to watt to ask for  additlonal  fu^d» until  detail®d  estimate» 
cai* be premsred.  I m , ti, ©rotore,  requa»tia  «ufficient  fanda to mset our 
expected neoda for tao raoaiadar of thie fiscal year. «*hi le  tàia  i» neeessar» 
ily  oven moro general thaa the settate for the  Colerlo  Si ver  ¿ioioeaÈlcn. 
Project,  2  bellore  it is  a eonaci-itetive  requeat. 

In Editto» to aelectiag key «t®ff  raembera,  our moet iapcrtoat work duriag 
the past weefc h m beea the Adteiled revie? of proposed proj ect location» m é 
the iseleetien of «neh area.; for rocoaBsendatioa to the a» sitea for recept-
ion center», fhi» ta»k 1» not complete, b«t I shoult lifca to outUne briafly 
the charaetertetico of »ev&ral project» «nieh ve are prepa ring to reeoiaaenà. 

Tale Late»« California 

ibi» i» a Declamation project arca eontaining  boat 9,000  aere« o f  goad 
lena ead  6,000 aerea of fair l&nd non *.dar irrigation «nd ready for immed iate 
uee.  •  bcut  15,000  acrea of additioaal good land can be brough iste uee in 
194»  by the conetracUcn of neec»sary irrigetrton f«cilitiee. «e are not en~ 
tirely certain tfeat a »«tiafeotory aupply of deneatie vat or caii be eecured. 
If  thie probi«» ie »olved the project appear» to be  »a ti  «fuotoiy a» a »ite 
for a reception center for  10;000  «vacue®». 

Pile aiv&r Xmliten R»»er?ation 

fhi» area» (uuder Fina Xndiaa tri bai ovxicrahip), contane 1 0,000 acre» of ir» 
rigsted land  ree  in culti vati B i^ t tMueaad adilitionsl acros night be 
developed althou^i there is aam queation of the adegua« / of the irrigation 
water mppl# tor »?ieh dev«l̂ i«Bnt# l«a& mi&% be aecurecl on a cash leaee 
froe the Indiane «nd ve are not entirely yert^in th«t the le aae can be nego-
tiated« *ith reepoct to the ability of the land to produce caa h orop» for 
»ale, the edemtacy of tranepertation facilitiee, n»arx>e ee to aiarkett» mai the 
poBsiblllty of outalde «sploynent «il» project i» eno^g td» aoat pxoiiiieix« 
uider consideraticn. Thi» a p p w » to be satiafaetosy a» a site Xor a rteept-
ion center, fpr 10 ,,Q0ft  paoni^. 

Bj.ack Gaiyo^ jg ject t  l|g|o. 

Miie i» aa area of  25,000  acre» of irrigatalo but  m developed ltuid. ¿he water 
mtppUr  io «defunte  but there ere no irrigation facili  tiee.  The land  haa  not 
been clcarcd or leveled. There i» little project of a^ricul tural production 
thi» year but largo opportuni  ti  ce  for eork in preparing the  armi for  future 
l U M l U W i 
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Ifeis arsa is under consideration as a sits for a reception c enter for 
10,000 people. One of  ita principal advantages is  the  fact that it is sur-
rounded by several smaller oree of irrigable land Which mief ct  nessibly be 
secured and developed as permanent relocation centers. 

Pine Hi ver  Project. Oolorade 

1!his area includes 25,000 acres of irrigable Xtnad in fou r separate parcels 
around the city of trasgo, Colorado. Bias thoutan* aeres of t his area is 
now being acquired by the Jbdgr&l Oov.rnmant. It is proba ble that a Headquar-
ters site can be secured immediately on Indian lands adjace nt to the are*. 
There is no project of agricultural production this year but ample work sill 
be provided in developing the area for future use. The exea is u der consi-
deration as a r u p H t e cental- for & 93üQ evacuees. 

U s a m m o Pro ject  i 

Xn addition to these and ether are* which will be reeosHsn ied to the Aray, the 
Manganar Project now being operated by the « a ? must be titee n over as soon as 
possible by tbe fa* Halocation Mithority. Occupation of t his area *** begun 
by the A n y more than a week ago. It is intended to provide for 10 ,000 evacuees. 
On a permanent basi® the agricultural possibilitiss of the area will not suppor 
any «¿oh nnafcer. Consequently in managing the area we*l l b s faced with two-
fold problem: 

1.  finding  forms of useful work which can  be  performed in 
the area. 

2. finding permanent location centers to which tbe evacu ees 
in fenssnar can, in fee course of tijas, be moved. 

Tbe danger of insufficient work in this ere a is so serious t hat, even though 
the àjpr may be willing to operate the center for a considera ble period, it 
is vary import ̂nt to the long-time program of the Authorit y that the project 
be taken ovor at the earliest possible M M t . 

I am planning to be in «ashiníston the latter part of this w eek and would like 
to discuss with you our probità generally aad specifiedly, i f y<ra de*  re, 
our financial needs. I hope you will allot the 110.000 imrae dirfcely, as request-
ed, ind wire  m hare to that effect. 

Sincerely 

laLTm s. m m w r n w , 
Director 

far Belocation Authority 



April 8, 1942 

Mr. Milton 3. Eisenhower,  ^ 
Director, 
War Relocation Authority, 
San Franc1«co, California, 

Dear Milton« 

In accordance with the request contained In your letter dated April 
4, 1942, I urn enclosing a proposed Uemorandum of Unders tanding be-
tween the Director of the War Relocation Authority and the Secretary 
of the Interior with respect to the establishment and opera tion of 
the Colorado River Relocation Project. The aiemorandua has been 
cleared with Mr» Collier and his associates. I should like to give 
you the following  report t 

A. Upon the basis of the statement prepared by £• R. Fryer 
and L.  ft.  Adam« of the Indian Office, and the consents contained in 
your letter of April 4, 1942, we prepared a draft Memorand um of Under-
standing which contained the substance of the Fryer-Adam s statement, 
and which included all of your suggested changes. Lewis and 1 dis-
cussed this draft yesterday (Tuesday) with Mr. Collier,  Mr. Zimmerman, 
Mr. MoCaskill, and two other men in the Indian Office, the d iscussion 
was a pleasant one, and resulted in en agreement on all exc ept four 
pointsi 

\  

(1) In Paragraph 7 of the proposed agreement, Mr. Collier 
objected to specifying that the Japanese Council will be e lected. He 
indicated that although the elective process raay be the pre ferable way 
of selecting the council, he believed that there is insuffic ient in-
fora&tion to rnke that determination at this time. Paragraph 7 , 
therefore, refers raerely to the selection of a council in accordance 
with a method that shall be approved by the tear Relocation Auth ority 
before it becomes effective. I believe this is adequate for our 
purpose* If the elective process is the preferable one und er these 
circumstances, we can arrange for it when the detailed plan  is sub-
mitted for our approval. 

(2) In Paragraphs 12 and 14 of the proposed agreement, Mr. 
Collier objected to the inclusion of a provision which wo uld require 
all instruction to be in English, which would prohibit Japa nese 
language schools, and which would prohibit the conduct of  religious 
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servioes in the Japan©«« language, He could see no reason for a re-
quirement of that kind, and I  rauat  confess that I agree with him. 
/¿any of the Japanese on the project may not he able to speak En glish. 
Although instruction in English should obviously be prov ided them, I 
cannot see the justification for prohibiting instruction i n Japanese 
also» Moreover, if Japanese religious services are to be permitted, 
I do not understand why they should not be conducted in the  Japanese 
language. In any event, Paragraph 12, in its present form, leaves 
the issue open. It provides merely that the Bureau of Indian fffairs 
will administer an educational program in accordance with policies 
established by the War ¡Relocation Authority. Likewise, Paragraph 14 
permits religious freedom only to the extent that it does n ot conflict 
with the national interest. If we should subsequently deter mine that 
the conduct of religious services in the Japanese language i s inimicable 
to the national interest, it could be prohibited at that tim e. 

(JS) In Paragraph 12, Mr. Collier also suggested that no p ro-
vision be made for the system of instruction to follow the Cal ifornia 
school program. Here too he felt that the subjaot should be l eft for 
future determination. 

(4) In Paragraph 18, Mr. Collier objected to the inclusion of 
a provision which would give the project administrator vir tually com-
plete independence from the supervision of Mr. Collier*s s taff. He 
understands that your primary concern is one of speed. He be lieves, 
however, that 'Ur. fryer will do a better job of administeri ng the pro-
ject and will also do it with suutimum speed, if the staff services of 
the bureau of Indian Affairs are available to him. I believ e Mr. 
Collier's point is well taken. 

Mr. Collier understood that you had not seen the proposed 
memorandum of Understanding that was discussed with him yes terday. He 
did understand, however, that it embodied your specific co mments on 
the i*ryer-Adams statement, ¿»ince the four points list ed above have 
all been handled by postponing the issues involved for futu re deter-
mination, Mr. Collier was hopeful that the proposed memora ndum could be 
executed quickly. With that idea in mind, I have given him s everal 
copies of the memorandum, and have told him that I am sending ; the 
original to you. If you approve and sign it, Mr. Collier b elieves 
that the concurrence of the Secretary of the Interior can be o btained 
quickly. 

b. ihere is also enclosed a draft letter for you to send to 
»»ayne Coy, requesting an advance of funds to the Bureau of I ndian 
Affairs. I believe it is important that the funds be advanc ed from 
the allocation made to the .ar ¿¿«location Authority in o rder that we 
amy have some oontrol over them. The letter to Mr. Coy he s been 
drafted with this idea in mind. It is our understanding that  the 
funds will be advanced under Section 601 of the Economy Aot. 
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C. Ir»»auch as the propound Àiessoranduai of Under»tendin g is 
self-executing, I do not believe it is neoessary for us to propare 
a set of directives for Cosmissioner Collier to send to the a dminis-
trator of the project. If you have any specific directions i n 
mind, I shall be glad to write them up* 

- e 

I am air-nailing this let er today with the hope that it 
will reach you before you leave for Washington this week-e nd» 

oincerely yours, 

Enclosures Philip M. Gliok. 



WAfi RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

April 14, 1942 

/ Mr. John Collier; Commissioner, 
Indian Affair*, 

Department of the Interior, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Collieri 

I am enclosing several copies of a revised proposed 
Memorandum of Understanding between the War Relocation Aut hority 
and the Secretary of the Interior^ This revision has been p re-
pared along the lines of our discussion in your office this 
morning. 

I am very anxious to have this memorandum signed im-
mediately. You will note that I have signed duplicate ori ginals 
of the memorandum. Could you secure the signature of the Secr e-
tary of the Interior on these duplicate originals this afte rnoon, 
and return th«a to me as »oon as possible? 

We will proceed as rapidly as possible, in cooperation 
with your people, to formulate in greater detail the progr am for 
the work to be done on the land, as well as the proposals for 
community management and government. I hope to be able to c om-
municate with you further on both of these items in the ne ar 
future. 

I understand that your lawyers will prepare a first draft 
of an improvement lease to be entered into by the Colorado Riv er 
Indian tribes and the War Belocation Authority. We shall be 
prepared to examine this form of lease as soon as you submit it 
to us. 

incerely yours, 

Enclosures 
M. S. Eisenhower 

Director* 

/ / - /  ̂
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Vanee Rogara 

EVACUATIOH OF JAPjJ8ES2 TOH WEST QOAST 

Ti» evacuation order, of peopl© of Japanese deseen*  ,  from the West Ooaet 

are«, 1« a  raaaeure  of wartime aeceeeity whlch la not subject to queation. T he 

Japaneee »ho are to he sraettsted, tfarough organi asa t Io na and individualo, have 

espressaci their  «1 llingness  and ©«perneas to cooperate wholeheartedly in 

thie prograai of renoval. No on» seriously questiona the m i litar y neoeasity of 

the reaaoval order. the order has, hovever, creatad e probl ea, of unprecedentod 

proporciona in the histoiy of thia country - not alone for the Japaneae evac-

uerà but ala© for the Oovsxnaent üuthoritiee charged with th e executlOn of the 

order. 

The gharacterlatles of the Japaneae Popalatlon  

13m 117,000 Japanese, citizen» and allena» who are n m reaide nt in the 

prohibíted zone, conatitute well orar ninaty percent of the  total Japanese 

popula  ti on  of the continental United States. Two-thirds of thia popu latlon 

are citizen®, moet of whon have 11 ved in t le country ali th cir li ves. A 

majority of the non-oitizona has realdad in thia oountiy  ainoe 1 »84. 

The occupati «nal character!etica of the Japanese are diver se but for 

the  popolati on as a «hole there la a aaifced tendency toward speoializatl on in 

eertain types of activity. Agricultura and domeatio e©  : vice  consti tute the 

two  out standing categorie e of amployaent, with Wholesale and retali trade loop-

ing  ae  aa iìaportaiit activity. 

There are two broad  divi  al «me of the populatlon which are of some signifi-

cano© t  the issi, or tàioae b o m in Jap&n; and the ni eoi, or thos e b o m in 

the United States. The average ago of the issei le about 60 an d ti» average 

age of the nieci, about 80. The younger sener ition has, of oo urse, been much 

more exposed to .jaeriean culture than the older generati on but glib generalitiea 

g¥ 
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Aprii 14, 1942 
Tance Bogare i W 

abaut the degre©  o£  "^acricaaisatioa» are to b© «Letrusted. Maay  of  the aia 

eboat oae-eixth accordìng to  om aoaree, have bee» edacated in Japaa «hereaa saany 

«f  the  iescl  have  Xived in thie country awet of their atìult life. Cultural 

affiliati©», eometimea ueed ae a M u r n of loyalty, fello»«  no  hard aad faet 

lu i * 

^ e grolatloa of a Protra» 

Tte first officiai m e r a palicy «ae one of eacouragiag vola ntaiy evacua-

ti  oh frc© the prohibited area, and the appreheneion of know n dtu^eroue aliane. 

Yoluntary evacuatioa proceeded in a  aìm  aad uneatiefactory xaaxmsr  with  rela-

tiveiy fé® Japaaaee teaviag (about 8,000), with eonaiderable ree eatoeat freni 

iaiaad area® te  «hi  eh the Jopsneae «ere Migratine, and with unreasonable end 

amarrante* waeeut ion of the a vacue««. 

The remilt of the fallare of e  policy  of volustary evacuation  «ar.  the 

prcmnlgation by  Lt. Sanerai  Defitt,  tfeetani  Dafenae Ccnaand  and 4th ¿ao?» 

of  a "fraeaias  ordar* dircetiag ali Jepoaaee to renala «ithia  the  prohibited 

i£><±ueJL 
area under Joiqr eupcrvieioa. Tfei» arder  «ae  *4*cd March £6th  and  beearas ef-

fective  March m h . 

la order to lac>l«naat Array  caparvi ai  «a of emeuation, thexa «aa eatab-

liahed the « M a Oivil Control iMbainietratioiu The Fodera i Heeerve Bank 

of San arancia  co  «aa deeignated to aaeiet evaouaea ia the diapoeal and manage-

ment of property loft by evaeueee* the Tara Security vdmiai etratioa «ae 

deaignated to orraage for cubati tute f a m opera ti oa oa  agri cultural  lande 

«abaadoaed by evaeueee ia arder to aeeure a «taira« loca of production. Theza 

«ae aleo creato* a ae» ageney, the far Relocation Authority, to aeeiet the 

¿ n y ia carrying out evacuatic® of military areae, to deTe lop aad aaperriee 

-i-



HOT® aaíUPS 
¿wril U» 1942 
Vanee Bogara sKV 

aa orderly prograa of  relee atiea^  P«nrld« wark optairtttnitiea for e -raoueea 

aad to proteet ovacaee* as well aathe posalatioas of the ar ea to whiok they 

migrate. 

f i&e*e vas established — M n e i y for ordérly aad sapervi sed si mouatioa of 

Japaaeae froa ailitary iones, the «are of ©vacunes asá their  property, the 

continue! production of abaaaoa<3d ugrieulturel reeouree s, aad tho final loca-

tion and  ms l̂oymnt of eraoaeos ta ial&ad areaa.  k ©oagrehansiTO progresa «as 

under wsy# 

2¡& o£ Belocatioa 

By agreement ¿song the aererei  (igeaci es  chsrged witfc executlag the order-

ly progrsaa of evacuati ©a, »••eral st&gea af reaov&l ha* © beca astabllahed. 

J apañe aw are brought togetfcer la the  prohibí ted  ailit^ry sona at whut are 

callad  *  asseably pelata".  time* they are tsa^orsrily hoaaed and fa& trilla they 

ars glvea physieal eaaaiafctioa® aad registered by the i srtiae d r i l Control 

¿¿dulnlstratloa*  ÀS  sooa as sitas are selsctad la inlaad area© and  rdxúmm 

saaential faciliti©© constructed, the Japeaase are aered to proyecte ©aliad 
ÜJ iMX Ù ÎÌULO^̂ K 

"reception cenfcera w. the WertLne  Oítí I Ooatrol ̂ rthorHy is responsivi© 

for trufe care aaá delivery of evocuoea to reception center s. fhe far Re location 
¿aithority is responsible fer the eelection, d©T©lopB»snf e and f»perrisioa of 

a/ 

reception esmera, Hscsptioa oentsrs are selected/fairly p eraanaat 

sites for residen©© 0 alwaya with eaou^t agri cultural lend a t Isas* to m k e the 

the popalatioa  ag*i  culture JOy tself-suffieieat and oftea with the idea ia mia d of 

groeing  a$ri cultural  produce for the mrket. la additi©n t  it ie cont^lated that 

«ertala industrial actiTitiea w i U be establiahed either on or adjaoent to pro-

actiritiesat 



itüutm 
April 14, 1942 

jacta In order tttUy to aiaploy  Um» »kill« of tha avacueea in produotian 

«ffort that will oontribut® on tha on« Hand, to tfea war ©f rort and» on 

tba othor band, to tha sa? >ort of a^ouoön, Ultimtaly, ifce pr o^aa ©o»-

twpl&taa tue looation of aaollar «roupa of i w m m o» a*l*-*a iste*i*Ug 

agrlcoltaral or In inäuatrlal aetirity. It ia also poaai bla tfcat 

grospa of «Tastt** will wor* «way fr©* reeaption ©antara tmporarily ** a 

lafeor foroa in agrieultnre. indnatry, or undartakis« © artain typoa  o£ publio 

conatruction. n»a l looation of «raoima a*ay froa reoapUon ©antera® will 

b« d a w a r t on a nuabar of f K U V B «ad on polioiaa to ba eatabli^ci by the 

War Äolooatlon Äiitharit*. It ia alwaäy  ©laar  «hat tha fiaal stap will 

require tisaa aad aaraful plfcoming. 
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Selection of Reception centers  V a n 0 e ^ : M V 

At the present time some six reception centers Have been s elected. It 

is estimated that these projects will accomaodai;© about  90,000 Japan©*»© evac-

uees. All but on© project contains agricultural land shich is subject to im-

mediate cultivation tinder Irrigation. Moat of the proje cts, however, will 

require further construction and development before cult ivable land can be put 

to use. After all projects are fully developed, there .Ti ll be some /ZO.00Q 

acres available or about £ acres per individual. 

Nearly 100 proposals for the establishment of reception centers have been 

considered by the War relocation Authority. Siany of the pro posals considered 

were submitted by private realtors and speculators whose chief motive was the 

sale of unsuitable property at a profit. Many other propo sals could not be 

considered at this t lm because they were too small to aocoaao date the minima» 

number of evacuees for which adequate protection could b e afforded by the Anay. 

The minima» requirement tentatively established is a proje ct suitable for the 

location of 5,000 evacuees. 

A H reception centers contemplate the accommodation of evac uees by family 

units. Indeed, a guiding principle in the removal program fr om the assembly 

point to the reception center, to the ultimate looatio ng)has been the maintenance 

of the family unit. 

Organizing a Project Activity 

Kach reception center will be supervised by a responsible of ficer of the 

War Relocation Authority and a small staff of technicians. Housing, physical 

development of the project, Including agricultural land, health, medical care,  i 

education and caaraunity organization will be under the ge neral supervision of the 
I 

project director and his staff. Productive work, including agricultural and industri-

«6-
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al activity, on the pxojeet. itself, Hill likewise be aupe rvleed. By an arrsnge-

£jent with tha Aaajr, policia& actlvitiee will  be  undertaten by silit&ry guarös. 

An effort will b©  jaad©  to delegate  to  the  sawfeera of  the eoassunity as 

much responsibility  as  poseibl© for the internal  ©*gaai«atien  of the projeet 

including the establlsäment and a&intenenc© of  a deoDer&tieally organizad  govera-

mont. The projeet director will bo  a»rv»& by an adviaory  eour -cil  eleeted  fro®  the 

ooBsunity* Organisation of  atores  and various types of aerviee activitiea for 

the ecBKttnity itself will largaly b© the reaponsmiity o f electcd repräsenta-

tives of ths  grmp» Advie©  and asaiatance will  be siven by  mmbara of the 

»taff of the Avrtharlty, Cooperativ®, produetion activit y will  be  eneoitraged as 

a means of vmoting the wariaty of serviee  turne  Hona oecessary to the orderly 

operation of th© oaaanmity« 

Prodncticn for the War ggfort 

Beaidea  the activity designed t© produe© a £ooö suprly and to perf orm th© 

neeessary »ervice fanotions for the «MMtnlty, it is eontäß iplatad that each 

projeet  will undertake eertain  types of produktive activity which will, on the 

one hand, help dafar the  eosts  of resettlamaat &&d,  on the olfcer hand, eonttib-

ute to the war produetion effört. Frojeets hav© feeen aelacted whieh will per-

mit the  produetion of agriculture  produee for the market. However, by no means 

most of the  Japanese  ar© fitteci for farming, and, if  tti&y war© t  no projeet 

eontains aoffioient agricultur &l  Und to  permi t  fall amplayöißnt of all  able 

bodied persona to  be loc *t©d at ihe reeeption centora. ITurther, the  Japanese 

have  within tlieir  group  many  ¿roduetiva skills oun be laich more ©ffec-

tivaly  used in industrial activity.  Ukewiae,  ¡aany of the  w o m and  youi^ar 

peopl© can only he employed  ©ffeetively on  a part-time hasis.  It  is, therefore, 
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contemplated that certain industrial activity *ili be set  up on each project. 

In  SOB» instances this may be under direct supervision of projec t managers and 

in some instances it amy be by contractual arrangement  with, private industry 

willing to locate it facilities adjacent to the project. Sup ervised indus-

trial employment suggested has included the making of cam ouflage nets, repair 

of shoes ana uniforms, and the making of cartridge belts for t he A m y . A 

glove manufacturer and a knitting mill, both formerly emp loying Japanese 

labor have indicated a willingness to remove their facilit ies to reception cen-

ters sad to continue production there. 

Each site ha^>e n selected with the possibility in mind of u ndertaking 

certain types of public is^rovement work adjacent to the s ite, including such 

activities as conservation improvements, small flood cont rol operations, stream 

bank protection, and similar activities. Also considered  in the selection of 

sites was the availability of work opportunities, particul arly in agriculture, 

in adjacent areas. 

Private Itegloyaent 

The most  harassing  problem which  now  faces  the War Relocation Authority  is 

the  matter  of  private  employment away from  reception  centers^)  in agriculture and 

in in&stry.  Already demands are  arising in  many  quarters for  the use  of  Japan-

ese labor  to overcome serious problems of  local shortages incident  to  the migra-

tion  of labor away  froas areas  where they  ere accuraetoaed  to work,  into wnr 

dttetrles t"  Join ttr  -iiHH .j Prrm"  *.  *»parti  important  case, tfhich 

may prophetic of the future, is now under eonelderatioa. Organ ized  sugar  beet 

growers in Montana and Colorado are particularly vocifer ous in their demands for 
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¿•mediate import tttion of Jan ana ae laborer«. They conten d they will be unable 

to meat war production goals set by the Department of Agri culture unless they 

are given assurance before May 15th that such labor will be av ailable. Local 

ccEsmnities in Montana and Colorado and State officials» ho wever, are unalter-

ably opposed to bringing Japanese into these areas unless { &) they can be given 

assurance that the evacuees will be removed after the war (b ) that adequate 

military guard will accompany the evacuees, or that the Fed eral Government will 

supply ft* ds for hiring guards from within the State and  (c) that no Japanese 

id 11  be permitted to own car lease land. 

As the  war  progresses ami shortages of i«ricultural labor increase , it  may 

confidently be anticipated that demands for the use of evac uee labor will like-

wise  increase.  Since these danmnds  ariae  from perfectly understandable motives 

of a desire to a»ke  a  profit and since they are often aeoaapaaied by a frank and 

candid hatred of Japanese, the situation is ox» that is frau ght with temptations 

for exploitation. So far, there has'been no definite crysta llisation of policy 

and procedure concerning the use of evacuee labor in situa tions of this sort. 

It is reasonably certain, however, that no responsible a gency of the Federal 

Government will permit  unrestricted and unsupervised  use of evacuee labor 

by organizations or  persons  unsympathetic and uafriendJy to the plight of the 

evacuees themselves.  The  approval of the War Relocation Authority and its 

general objectives, as  far  as the treatment of  tie  evacuees is concerned, are 

already clear,  rig», that within  the  framework  of orderly and effective 

evacuation, every  effort will he made  to  secure humane and  democratic  treat-

ment of  all Japanese  and  at  the  same  tioa, develop for  them opportunities 
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tor th» maximum productive  effort. 

A field of private employment of Japanese that premises to p rovide 

reasonable opportunity for productive effort and that off ers a possibility 

of establishing fair conditions of work is the establishm ent of small indus-

tries adjacent to projects. As mentioned earlier, several p roposals have 

to«» mode by private industry it ea* be anticipated that add itional 

opportunities will be forthcoming. The problem for the **r Relocation author-

ity is to develop sttch activity of this sort which will meet s everal conditions, 

(a) That it will provide no opportunity for sabotage (b) W it will con-

tribute materially to the war effort (c) A r t it will effectiv ely utilise the 

skills, both demonstrated and potential, of the evacuees a nd  (A)  That it will 

afford reasonable hours,  wages,  and conditions of writ. 

In terms of the broad objectives of the War Relocation Auth ority, the most 

promising opportunities for private £s«pikoyment of J apanese seem* to lie in the 

field of industrial activity  where  such activity can be brought to the  pio  jeot. 

Such an arrangement pemits the protection of the Japane se from unwarranted 

abuse and exploitation, reduce, the responsibility of poli cing and avoids an-

tagonism of other Americans. It has, however, the disadvanta ge of isolating 

the Japansse and reducing their contact with other O r l eans t o a minimum. 

In the present emergency, ami with tfre increasing atti tude of antagonism on the 

part of most Or leans , the loss incident to partial isolati on becomes less im-

port ant m a n it mi$it otherwise be. 

Attitude of Inland States 

The attitude of individual*, ecssmities  sad  states in  the  inland area, 

D i m ^ t ^ n ^ T ^ , toward  the  m o v a n t of Japanese to»th*ir" area^, is 
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pretty largely *kat Mglit hâve beau expected. ©lie phas e of the problcm is i&, 

itself, an Interestiag atudy la mas s psychology. ^t leaai four distinct phases 

are discern^le. 3ui-pri.se wae quiekly followed by fear, to which wa* added aager 

and finally chagrin. 

Th^ présent violence of public reaction in the inlual ste tes is Xar-ely 

notiTatod by fear of an unfciown peopla of foreign race, the m ilitary exploits of 

tfifc00 forefceara are currsntly caualng distress to 30  imay /«erîcana, Thia fear 

was greatly acea&tuated by the uucontrolied and noaupervi aed infiltration, by 

"volnnt'iry  évacuation" •  fith the knowiadga that évacuation to the inlaasi state s 

^ould be aoocarpliâhed by contrai a*ï supervision, faar la rge ly akenged to anger 

aad, in aaay iaat.-iaeaa when it »as obserred by some that Ca lifornie was using 

ïsilit iry axigaiarf.ee '»to gst rid of a long a wrrlsosia p roblsm", finaiiy to cha-

grin. To -ut it briefly, général public réaction was at th e boiling point. 

It still is. 

The conférence held in Sait Lake City with the Oovernors aa d other officiais 

is both grim aad revealiog avidence of the attitude of the le adership, at least, 

in the  Vûlosâ states. ¿videiices of "poli tic a as asu&l% tu r̂eatrein ed racial 

hstreû, Jealouny of atatea* rights, and diaregard of daï aoeratic principlas ware widelj 

prévalant. Charges of incompétence on tjM part of the Fédér al Ck>voraœent and 

ulterior mtivea on the p^rt of the tas 4f the îïeet Coasl^wer © rife. À con-

sidérable sentirai wae for the in  te  muent of Japanese, citizen and alien alike, 

in concentration caape aad their use as "slave" lebor. 

There «aa a auggeatioa that eaefc state be given a quota of J Tapamse aad 

suf fiaient Fédéral ffca&s for poli cing, in order to "solv e our problam". This 

suggestion was widely endorsed by a nuab r of the Oorarnor s 

Despita  the vigorous and  militant attitude en the part  of State officiels, 

-10-
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they seemed  to  accept  In  principal^  the  seed for evacuation of the Japanese 

from  the Heat Coast,  They likewise accepted  the  principle  of  establishing 

reception  centers  under Federal responsibility. They wanted, however, assu r-

ances  that  movement  away  from reception centers to private amployiaanfê be unde r 

guard,  that the  evacuees  would be  removed after the war,  that  evacuees not 

be  permitted to own  or lease land,  and that those  Japmsme who had  already 

immigrated  to  their states be taken into custody  at  reception centers. 

The effect of the attitude of^representat^Sa^of the severa l states is to 

preclude, for  the  time being at least, any employment of evacuee labor  away 

from project. Tttfiattitnde also throws into serious ques tion the feasibility of 

locating evacuees in «nailer numbers on fans on in indust ry m y fzom reception 

centers. 

Attitude of Japanese 

No very reliable evidence le available on the attitude of t he whole 

Japanese population toward the program of relocation in i nterior states. With 

few exceptions, their public expressions of attitude have been ones of whole-

hearted and active cooperation witfc the Aimy and the W ar Relocation  Authority. 

Their behavior in promptly obeying instruction, In gather ing at assembly points, 

and during transit to reception centers^ bears testimony to th waning of 

their public expression. In slword, they have cooperat ed admirably. 

Their cooperative behavior cannot be taken es proof of the ir "desire* to 

evacuate, however. Since the Japanese are first and foremos t human beirgs, 

they cannot be expected to feel anything but regret at being suddenly uprooted 

from their hones, property and means of earning a livelihoo d. Indeed, consider-

able latent resentment unquestionably is the experience of many. In e canvass 

of some thirty-odd Japanese cooks in San Francisco, in an ef fort to recruit 

-11-
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cooks for reception centers, all but nine politely, in effe ct said, "To hell 

with it$ I'll wait until I'm foroed to more". 

The perennial Japanese smile is no index of delight. Their wi llingness 

to take the present severe tee* of loyalty to this country, a t least cooperatively 

is, however, encouraging. It does not take much imaginati on to realise Hiat the 

not determinant effect on their ultimate loyalty. Since pa st discrimination 

Cannot fail to hare left its mark, and since the present eva cuation, no matter 

how valid a s&litaxy measure, cannot fail to tax loyalty, t he future course of 

the war is a f actor of influence that cannot he overlooked. 

The most articulate and the most organized expression of op inion of Japan-

ese attitude has come from the Japanese-American citizen l eague. This organiza-
I 

tion claims to be the only ox» that ean adequately represen t the Japanese. Since 

it puts great araphaeis on citizenship and since its itambe rs are restricted to 

citizens, it cannot, of course, pretend to represent the wh ole Japanaese popula-

tion nor the entire point of view. It is however, a respons ible organization and 

certainly its suggestions to the far Relocation Authori ty are constructive ones. 

The Japanese American Citizen League has volunteered its s ervices to he used 

in whatever manner the Government sees fit. Its proposals ca ll for a broad progn 

of assistance not unlike the present program of the War Rel ocation Authority. 

Special emphasis is given by the Citizens League to the da nger of isolation and 

the prohibition of contacts with other Americans. As they rightly point out, 

much of the population has grown up in close associ et on with other Americans. 

They abhor and greatly fear the dangers of "Little Tokyos*, particularly for 

the younger group. 

the Japanese subsequent to their removal will have a cons iderable, if 

-31-
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The War Ho location Authority thus facea a neat probi e® of necessari ly 

fostering cultural  specializati on  in t ho face of demanda for aasimula ti on 

by the Japanese thsmselvea. Whethsr aay suah yiew ie represe ntati ve of iaaaia, 

whatever its functional significanee, may be subject to se rious question. 

This  fiitizans  ¿sagù© also calla for religione tolsrance, including to ler-

ance of thoee of Buddhist faith who represent «boat half of th e total population. 

The time-honored principi® on «hieh the dsaocracy of this c ountry reste may he 

subject to serious strain If attention ls mot gi-ven to thei r suggestione. 

Hot the least import ant suggestiona Bada by the Citisene Le ague ls a 

broad opportuni ty for loeal self-gov© xnaents for whlch t he League feels the 

Japanese is amisently suited. They are also conoerned lest i nadequate op por-

tuni ty be provi dad for prò due t lire work  vili di  will contributo to the $ar effort. 

Finally, they urged that eitisane be pexmitted to serve i n the aroed forces. 

It is reaeonably clear that the Japanese population as a wh ole acoepts the 

pragra* of ©vacuatimi and will cooperate with it fully. I t ls likawiae clear 

that they expect and hope for  fcumane  treatment in ksaaping with principios of 

damocraey« They hope to be given a chance to becco» self suppo rting and they 

vi  ah to perticipat® in the  war effort. They, in tura,may ha expectad to confom 

to  regulati ons,  to take a larga maaaure of rasponaibility for internai organiza-

tion and aperatioa of ccaBirauitiee, and to becorae self auffieleat if opportuni-

ties for pToductive effort are available. In brief, the Ja panaee aay be counted 

on to meet ah©ir ehere of the bargain. 

* # » a 

-13-



HOXJGH DßAFT 
April 15, 1942 

Vance Rogers 

COST OF PRQGR/tM 

The speed with which it is nee«Mary to relocate Japane se in Inland 

States will  Bake the program an expenaive one in terms of coats. The 

agricultural resources of moat of the projects require  considerable develop-

ment before they can be placed in full production. «4aea"/Sx e development 

work, which will  be  undertaken by the Japansse  )  will accrue as benefits to 

publio resources^he returns will be conaiderabla. But th e returns will 

be in kind rather than in cash. Aa agricultural resources b ecome fully 

developed cost of feedix« the population can be expected to decline. If 

the present war provea to be a long one, feeding the populati on - tfiich la 

now estimated to coat $1,500,000 a month - will decline a harply. Similarly, 

as projects became organized and induatrial activity is created, returns in 

the form of induatrial producta will inereaae. However, it i s likely that 

many induatrial activities will be under publicly aponaore d programs of 

production. Returns fron auch production will again be in k ind rather than 

in caah. Finally, until productive activitiea, both i nduatrial and agricul-

tural, can be organized eonaervation and other types of pub lic work adjacent 

to projects  may be the moat iaraadiately feasible undertaking*. 

On the Whole, as the program is now shaping up, it appears th at the costs 

of operating the projects will require a conaiderable outla y of caah by the 

Federal treasury - probably 75 or 100 million dollars. Re turns from thie outlay, 

in the form of useful public worka on a m off projects, in agr icultural production, 

and in the production of war good^ will also be great. Such returna will not 

however, yield caah revenue for the operation of projeeta under present proced-

-14-
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ures of publie financing. It is important, therefore, that t he sizable 

appropriation necessary for the operation of the program be considered in 

ti» light of the total productive effort, including  fcfee-  good»and cervices, 

of all the projects. 

* » * � * 

» 
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April 24, 1942 

Hon. Mon C. Wallgren 
United States Senator 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Wallgren: 

I have just returned to San Francisco fro® Washington, D. C. 
I am sorry that earlier acknowledgment has not been given y ou 
to your letter of April 16. 

As you no doubt know, voluntary evacuation of Japanese al iens 
and Japanese American citizens was the policy prior to Mar ch 29. 
That policy led to numerous difficulties. Indeed, we reache d a 
point where there *as genuine concern about the safety of  many 
people involved. Consequently, General DeWitt discontin ued all 
voluntary evacuation. Henceforth, all evacuees will move f rom 
the military area to new communities of not less than 5,000 
population. These communities will be on Federally o*med la nd 
and will be protected by the Federal Government. Within e ach 
area the evacuees will have full opportunity to earn a livel ihood 
by farming, subjugating land, doing conservation work and  related 
things. 

We do not have plans for the location of a project in Grant Cou nty. 
Further, you may be sure that if a project is to be placed any where 
in the State of Washington the matter will be taken up with th e 
Governor by the military establishment. 

When I am in Washington sometime in the near future 1 shoul d like 
very much to meet informally, off the record, with you and other 
Senators from the Western States to give you full informatio n on 
the program now underway. 

With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

M. S. Eisenhower 
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Honorable HmroH 0* Smith, 
I-ire et or, Bureau of the Budget, 

aohSagfcoa» F>. 0» 

D«i«r Lì rector Smith, i 

fhl» lettor  ®x.dulm the r l̂attonahip of the  * *r  fteloea&lon 
¿uthority and the Bureau of Xaàlaa Affair« and poluta t© t-h©  noo* 
for the ret©atio*i in ashlnfion, 15. 6« of «ufficieat Indian S*sr®au 
persoaael to «ff estuate the ea&ofciisg *£re«a«ixt betume a the twa 
©f.anoie«. 

I realice, «f eourse» «ha* a criticai spac© probi«® there 1« 
in Washington» ene it is only after I have eosaidered nume roue 
alternative« «t&d disearded the» th«t 1 «ubmit this reeo jsse&datiozu 

.ven before the Preoidont had «i?ned Emeutive Order 9102, 
the Colorado River XooorrafeìoB had bees «eleeted as a rcic cati e» 
site for ¿apañes© ©vacue««. Constructiva *»« to start imBe diatoly 

«vacue*« mere scheduled te beri» arrivine «t the project ea rly 
in Aprii» Genseigueatly, l»diately after w l 
erttorod into an agye«weat with the Secretary of Interio r and the 
Co'isaissiomr of India» iffairs, under *§ai<3& the Ctemiss ioner  wmlà 
iiéalal«ter the Colorado Klver Boloeablo» Project for  •  • a. 4« 
T + Be A# wculd estábilsh. the smjor polloica and program* t he 
ì3Ì9sioner would effettuate tfcooe for • SU A* Fando wore to be 
transforrad to the Cowdosiooer to defmjr ali project costa . 

aubsoqueatly» we feund that  eq uipeaant,  provi»ione, «ad 
sugl'Ilo» eould be obtained for thi« «od otfeer project« only tiaroû h 
the Aragr«  Knmo , the housekwping phaaoo of the «greos»mt were 
ohaspod *h*reby the -ar lelooatioa Authority oould piace f raudo at 
the disposai of the ¿irsgr to pay for mataríais orderod by  '  . H# A« 
Funds for administrativa and related expense« w r t transfe rred to 
the Bureau of India» Affaire. S«t the basic osrooNKifc romin oà 
the sesie — the Bureau «d2®tnt«tOFS the project for K. A. 

Major policios are beine dsveloped daily on project self-
overameat, «ttUstment, educati©», health, public *©rfcs , agricultura, 



Director, Bureau of the 3udret -  Z -

it i« iterative that we have reasonable uniformity in fund amental 
policies on all projects, whether these are administered, d irectly 
or indirectly by the War Relocation Authority» 

i 
Another thingt "We are having difficulty in finding reso urces 

on Tshlch to locate ̂ ar-duraticn projects. ?e may therefor e be 
compelled to place a fourth community of 10,000 evacuees on the 
Colorado Hirer Reservation (we are now building faciliti es for 
three — one of 10,000 end two of 5,000). In other words , present 
plans oall for the Colorado River Relocation Project to carr y a 
sixth of the total and it may possibly have to carry a fourt h of 
the total of all Japanese evacuees. 

Comis  § loner  Collier and I will have to work together closely 
at all times. I do not know how  raany  of his personnel he would 
have to retain in Washington. The Bureau of the Budget, of course, 
would make that determination if it favorably considered st y request. 

I shall deeply appreciate your giving consideration to this 
matter. I shall return to Washington on Thursday, April 30, a nd 
will be available for consultation, if you wish. 

Sincerely yours, 

M. s.  Eisenhower* 
Director. 
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April 28, 1942 

Mr, Dave Davidson 
Chairman, IJSDA War Board 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration 
Berkeley, California 

Dear Mr, Davidson: 

I  reali ze  it would be helpful if someone in authority could now 
say definitely whether evacuees who will be located at the T ule 
Lake Relocation Center will be available for private emplo yment 
in seasonal agricultural work this coming fall. A definite  answer 
would, of course, immediately affect the management plans of far-
mers in that area. However, there is no one in the Governme nt or 
outside the Government who can now give a final answer. I t is 
only possible to state an official attitude and to expre ss a hope 
with respect to circumstances that may prevail as the war p rogresses. 

It has been demonstrated that dispersal of evacuees witho ut pro-
tection is, for the time being, out of the question. Prot ective 
services by the Army to guard against civil disturbances ar e so 
limited that it is not feasible to provide guard services fo r 
groups of less than 5,000 people. 

In the management of relocation centers, we must put t he safety of 
the United States, of the local communities, and of the ev acuees 
first. Gainful employment outside relocation centers wi ll be pos-
sible only within the conditions imposed by military neces sity and 
by positive assurances of safety. 

s you no doubt know, all able-bodied evacuees will be given a n 
opportunity to enlist for the duration of the war in the War 
Relocation Work Corps. If military and other circumstances so 
dictate, the enlistees will stay within the protected ar eas. They 
will subjugate the land. They will produce food. They will b uild 
and operate schools and hospitals. They will engage in sim ple 
manufacturing. 

If the enlistees are needed in private employment and if protective 
services are available, they could be granted furloughs fr om the 
Har Relocation Work Corps for specified periods of time. 
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General DeWitt has made it clear that -workers may be recr uited for 
private employment provided those hiring the workers pa y transporta-
tion, recruit on a voluntary basis through the United State s Employ-
ment Service, pay prevailing wages without displacing othe r labor, 
provide facilities for at least the minimum essentials of living, 
and provided the states and local communities give ass urance that 
they can maintain law and order. „ 

Finally, I should like to express a personal attitude. No on e 
hopes more than I do that the evacuees, moved out of their no rmal 
economy, may make the maximum contribution to production* I wish 
conditions were such that they could all engage in privat e employ-
ment. At present, the military situation, public attitude s, and 
the general inability to guarantee safety, all mitigate  against 
private employment. I hope very much that fundamental condi tions 
will rapidly change. However, I cannot foresee the future. That 
is why I cannot give a definite Yes or No answer. 

With kind personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours 
» 

iff.'  S. Eisenhower 
Director 



p. 0. Box ¿47 
Berkeley, California 

April 23, 1942 

Mr. i. S. Eisenhower f Director 
tfar relocation Authority 
Whitcoab Hotel Building 
1231 a&rket Street 
San frsnclsco, Californie 

Dei  r Mr. Eisenhowers 

leaterciej afternoon Sr. Ernest E. Hfetch informed me that h e had 
an epaolfttaent with Lieutenant Colonel Betidetson and &f ter**r,is 
with vou. 1 SLiimm that til* la the result of our recommend ation 
of him. heedless to say, X aa plewed that you ere foUowlng up 
on the opportunity of obtaining Sr. H»Wh»» services, becaus e I am 
ee-taln that rod will obtein * good men end because X fee l that 
he can be of aor«* value to the war effort ir, your organisati on, 
than in soa* routine arwy work. 

Sines he «ill see you todsy, I a« ?res>i»ii*# on his appoiata ent 
fc ad asking hi» to deliver to you m un^ar to your letter of 
yesterday and ?ose further eosuoents regar îa^ tae subject of the 
use of Itborers  from  the Tule Heiocstiosi venter. 

1 appreciate the trouble thst you  took  in esiting out at con-
Jeri-bie length the status of oostfible private employme nt of 

Jrpenese who will be located in relocation centers. It is 
difficult, I realise, to ®&*e positive statements, the situ ation 
ia such that nothing short of * ositive statement to be very 
such good. However,  your  letter did indicate aoae possibility and, 
since we ere so nuoh concerned with abtft'lning productio n^^ricuxturel 
comsaodities, wnich otherwise just would not £>e produced, 1 fol- . 
lowing our conversation sdth this letter. 

The following two paragraphs ere noted from your letters 

•If the enlistees are needed in ¡private emUoythun  t <i 
if protective services are tve liable, they could be 
r̂ented furloughs from the  ?mr  Relocation  fcork  Corps 

for specified periods of tiae. 

"General DeWitt ha« made it clear that workers m y be 
recruited for private employment provided those hiring 
the workers pay transportation, recruit on a voluntary 
basis through the United States ¿aployaent Service, pay 
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prevailing wages without displacing other labor, provid e 
facilities for et least the minimum essentials of living, 
and provided the states and locai comuni tie? give assur ance 
that"  they can maintain law and order." 

If I interpret these statenants correctly, they indicate the 
possibility that the Japanese can be used in private employm ent 
and they indicate the condition® under which General EeKit t would 
approve of such private employment. às I understand the situ ation 
in the Tuie L&Jte Area, it would be entirely feasible to meet those 
condition® and I as quite certain thfet setisfsctory assu rance can 
be obtained that those conditions will be met, if trie Iocs ! people 
4,re given an understanding of what is necessary. fere so much 
interested in this subject that if  you  would indicate the desira-
bility of getting the proper commitments fro© those con cerned, «ve 
will be gl&d to do what we can to obtain any type of assuranc e that 
you want. Admittedly the ti*© is short, but the matter is q uite 
important so we would like to try, if there is any possibili ty that 
we can accomplish the production of these addition*! acreag es of 
sugar beets and potatoes. 

1 have checked further and I find that the labor will all be use o 
within a comparatively short distance from the relocat ion center, 
probably  not"  »ore than 10 miles in any case, liso the number neeoeo, 
in addition to the expected supply of labor that will be otne r*iee 
available, should be somewhere between 500 and 1G00 worke rs. It 
would be advantageous to have the® during the teeet thinning »eas or., 
but that will not be entirely necessary. The really import ant 
period is during the harvest, which woulu begin in Septe mber and 
cirry through November with the peak labor demand in Oct ober, ail 
thf- questions of methods of employment, «ages, transporta tion, etc. 
are details which 1 am certain can be handled without any di fficulty 
whatsoever. 

It will, of course, be necessary for General Levitt or you to 
indicate the type of protection that will have to be provided by 
the State or local authorities. However, in regard to thst I aa 
quite certain th&t we can obtain whatever is needed. 

Please do not consider me unduly persistent on this? «aite r, but 
1 have the feeling that taere still is a possibility of obt aining 
this agricultural production and I cannot ceaae worsting o n the 
project while there is such a possibility, also X believe s incerely 
thst Tuie Lalla provides an opportunity for the private em ployment 
bf Japanese fro« the relocation center in just exactly t he Banner 
in which you would like to  have many of those Japanese used. In 
ot&er words, this looJcs lise the kind of thing that would be 
mutually beneficial to all  phases of  the war effort, particularly 
production of needed agricultural coj&aodities and the s atisfactory 
use of these  peopl e, who ssuet be under supervision during the war. 
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If I can be of any further assistance to you in this matter, 
or in anything else regarding your work, please do not hesitate 
to esll on me. 

Thanking you for your consideration and trustinj th t someth ing 
definite aay be worked out, X em 

Very truly yours, 

Save Davidson, Cbalratn 
California USDA War Botrd 

DD:mgh 
cc: Davidson 
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Mr» Cole B. Morgan 
King Features Syndicate 
2317 H Street, *. 
%shington, B. C. 

Bear Mr* Uorgftnt 

In a story under your by-line dated April 18, a gearing in 
various newspapers served by the King Features Syndicate,  the fol-
lowing statement was made* r 

«Only about 20 percent of the approximately 75,000 Ameri can-
born Japanese in the three ffeclfic Coast states — Californi a, 
Washington, and Oregon — are loyal to the United States, i n the 
opinion of Milton S. Eisenhower, director of the war reloca tion 
authority.* 

. f 
This statement is wholly without foundation as an expres-

sion of my opinion. At no time have I made any statement, pu b-
licly or confidentially, as to ifeat percentage or how many 
American-bom Japanese may be loyal or disloyal. In fact, I have 
no information on this subject. 

lour story also gives the impression that I disclosed cer-
tain facts discussed wlthjtsnbwrs of Congress at an execu tive 
session which was closed to the press. I do not knonr f*om wh at 
source you obtained your so-called information, but certa inly it 
was not obtained fro® me, and it was, in my opinion, highly un -
ethical to seek to give this impression through indirect qu otation. 

Sincerely yours, 

If* S. Eisenhower 
Director 
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Story appearing in Herald & American. 
Chicago, Hlin6is 
April 19, 1942 

> 

DECLARES ONLY 20* OF 
U. S.-BORM JAPS LOYAL 

Evacuation Chief Describes 
Problems of Relocation 

By Cole £• Morgan« 
Special to the Chicago Herald-Ameri can 

Washington, April 18.—Only about 20 per cent of the approxi -
mately 75,000 American-born Japanese in the three Pacifi c Coast 
states — California, Washington arai Oregon — are loyal to the 
United States, in the opinion of Milton S. Eisenhower, dir ector of the 
war relocation authority. 

Eisenhower, it was disclosed today, gave this estimate to  a 
committee of west coast representatives in Congress, at a behind-
closed-doors session on progress of evacuation and plans f or the 
removal and resettlement of Japanese, aliens and citizens , from the 
prohibited military zones recently proscribed by Lieut. Ge n. John L. 
Dewitt, commanding the array*s Pacific coast area. 

HEABKD BY REP. FORD 

This committee, headed by Representative Leland Ford of 
California, was created some weeks ago by a conference of all west 
coast Senate and House members to deal with the problems a rising 
out of evacuation and relocation of Japanese from the milit ary zones. 

Eisenhower has Just returned from a several weeks stay in t he 
far west laying plans for the agency he heads to relocate the 
Japanese as the army evacuates them. 

Eisenhower said he felt his first problem was, after the 
Japanese were evacuated by the arsy and placed in the Manza nar intern-
ment camp in Owens Valley, Cal., to get them housed and enco urage 
them to get into production, 

INTERNMENT ONLY WAY 

The director said he had found violent opposition to infi ltra-
tion by the Japanese and was convinced that interment was the only 

8Ü3 
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nay to tf'jte care of them at this time. 

Labor shortages in the western states, particularly in the 
beet growing areas, was serious and the beet growers were inclined 
to flavor the Japanese being permitted to work in these are as, 
Eisenhower said, while the general populace would resent t he Japanese 
being brought into these localities. 

Throu î Gen. Dewitt, he explained, it had been worked out t o 
have the farmers among the Japs the last to evacuate, and al though 
they were being carefully guarded, they would be permitt ed to begin 
the raising of crops. 

CLEAN UP CAMPS FIRST 

Stoployment of the internees could start, Eisenhower said, try-
having them clean up and improve the internment camps,  develop raw 
lands, cultivate farm products which would furnish food, a nd later 
hand manufacturing work could be carried on. 

Eisenhower said he thought at the present public lands shou ld 
be used and put into production and that perhaps later pr ivate lands 
could be acquired by the government, which could then be b ought and 
sold as improved lands after the war. 

He developed that after the problem of housing and feeding t he 
internees, other problems would come up, such as buiying the  dead, 
establishing American schools, furnishing medical suppli es, etc. 

SEEKS LAND DAE 

He definitely felt that the Japanese should not be permitted to 
acquire land, even after the war, but that was strictly a federal 
problem and not one which could be handled by the states. 

Eisenhower described a site near Phoenix, Ariz., a reserva tion 
occupied by the Pina Indians. This area contains 7,000 acres and 
could produce, if developed and further improved by irri gation, and 
could be made a paying proposition by the government, th ereby-
diminishing initial expenses to some esitent, he said. 

803 



May 5, 1942 

6* 

Mr, Milton  s. Elsenhower L 
U. S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D. C. 

Biis report is submitted as of Tuesday,  I  ay 5, 1942. Mr. Saith, 
Project Manager, Gila Project, infcnaed m that the contra ct had 
been let for Unit HO. 1 at Gila. The contractor is given 90 day s 
f rm notice to proceed. He  baa  not yet received notice, but has 
broken ground and has set up his sawjill at the railroad. 

Colonel Kansston and Major Durbin of WCCA held a conferenc e with 
Mr. Fryer and me yesterday evening. 1&ey proposed that we pre-
sent to General Dewitt an agreement and request for mobi lization 
type construction by the Amy ESgtneers csi all projects in stead 
of T.O. type of construetian, modified. In their opinion, t he 
modifications which wo were requiring practically road® t he build-
ings mobilization type of construction, Tfcey discussed i n scrae 
detail the Military Police barracks area. We discovered tha t the 
idea of watchtowers for relocation centers was prevalent . Mr. 
Fryer and I both opposed the  constructi. en  of any sech towers. I 
have personally had considerable experience with watchman  stationed 
in towers. It is ray opinion that a watchtower furnishes a good 
firing platfom. But in limiting ingress and egress, ground p ositions 
arc essential. watcht oarer has its greatest value for obse rvation 

through field glasses or other instruments at long range du ring day-
light. 19» cofisticn of fencing relocation centers also ar ose, 
flier© are advantages in  <*  tas*©- or five-strand fence which outlines 
the limits of the center. Ikere is nothing to be gained, and c on* 
siderable to be lost if a hog-tight fence of any height Is c onstructed. 

Papers est the 5©lta, 'JtJti project »ere forwarded to you b y airmail 
last night. ¡.jay I ©aphasias th© necessity  for  secrecy until th© 
V*  S. Kngineers hare filed m lis water ri,5hts an3 t.i?e wate r stock 
has been accumulated. Mr. Lindvills left last nl&it  for  the Beardsley 
area northwest of Phoenix. lie will most a representative o f the  13.  S. 
Ẑ agineers there and oonplete the site board work. The pr oject is 
ready to be written up, recoa ending approval. Messrs. Ut s and 
debater left this afternoon for Cody, wyaning to investiga te the Sho-
shone area. I have arranged for a representative of the ti . S. A m y 
Engineers to meet them at th© Bureau of Reelamation Office in  the 
Post Office at Cody, Wyoming Friday morning. 
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ISr.  Milton 3. Bieenhower - {¿ay 5, 194« - i»a&e S 

m received an urgent messae* f w m m . lined at barker for the 
<ua&31  flection  forma.  Shese forma  wpq  prepared by  .Or.  Dedrlek 
in conjunction with representative** of w.R.A. She fonss a re 
nee being printed and will be delivered to us m a n y , fbe 
neoossary number will be sent to Mr. ¡lead as seen as receive d. 

2* 1 a  J*»* conference with 
;f CA 331  iaterdenorainations1 group of Protectant ministers. 
™ W t i n g was not especially productive. 

A conference has been arranged for tomorrow between the Publ ic 
Health Service Doctors Harrison sad Thomson toother with  Array 
mdicaX personnel and Colonel Foy. Qui subject of cur discuss ion 
v,!il be radical equipment and supplies  for  our projects. 

I understand that the reecnmasadAtl na made by m . Stafford for 
staff position« on the Oooding Project wore all disapprov ed by 
Mr. Fryer, excepting Sr. Best. And I understand that Mr. B est 
was offered a salary of ¿3,800 instead of 15,300. 

I have been considering whether or not the Regional staff is 
excessive. I an not concerned at this time even if it is b e-
cause one Regional staff can easily furnish the nucleus fo r 

t l ^Z  1 that this matter re-
ceive  at  tentim from the representatives sent out from lashir^-

f i C H o g i c m i s nos?  carrying a peak load, staffa 
should not be organised in such numbers as to easily meet T>ea k 
loads, rather, the aur.ber depends  ck  noraal requirements. 
thinking may be prematura at this time since we are not ye t 
operating any projects. nevertheless, after a number of mo nths 
this should receive careful consideration. Meanwhile the re are 
aaay advantages in owstaffiag the Region. However, econ aay 
is not one of the advantages. 

I received notification of my appointment as Colonel today . I 
em deeply indebted to you for what you did. May 1 assure you 

;  o i T o r t a  ^ at your disposal. I «a, indeed, 
grateful. * 

Very truly yours, 

P.  Greea 
Colonel Cav. 

V 



53 Shepard St, 
Cambridge, Mass. 
May 9, 1942 

Mr, Milton Eisenhower 
War Relocation Authority-
San Francisco, California 

Dear Sir: 

The forced evacuation of the Japanese from the Pacific 
the most distressing acts which the Government of the Uni ted Sta1 
out in the prosecution of the war. 'The injustice of indis criminate 
evacuation is absolutely contrary to the principles of de mocracy fof^/^i^the war 
is supposedly being fought. I do not question the right of  the Government to 
remove eneny aliens where definite acts of sabotage or other assistance to the 
eneny can be proved, but I fail to see what right the Governmen t has to remove 
aliens who have given no proof of disloyalty and who have be en denied the oppor-
tunity to become American citizens by the Government which n ow accuses them because 
they are not. Even more do I protest the evacuation of those J apanese who are 
American citigens. % removing them without proof of dislo yalty to the United 
States, this Government is violating the ¿"iftĥ and Four teenth Amendments to the 
Constitution and the rights due any American citizen. 

It is highly significant that in Honolulu Chief of Police G abrielson 
cabled on March 14 that there had been no acts of sabotage eit her on December 7 
or thereafter. Why, then, should the entire body of Japa nese in this country bd 
under such suspicion? The Japanese have been doing their be st to prove their 
loyalty by contributing to the Rec Cross and U.S.O. and by pur chasing Defense 
Bonds/ and they would hardly contribute such great sums as t hey have if they were 
not loyale 

Unjustified discrimination against a minority group pur ely because of their 
race is a totalitarian act which destroys democracy and  can only make the rest 
of the world suspect that, as in the case of the Peace Treaty of Versailles and 
the League of Nations, the United States does not practice w hat it preaches. In 
this time of national crisis when the need for a united cou ntry is so important, 
such an act of discrimination is exceedingly detrimental t o the spirit of the 
nation. Other minorities have good cause to fear similar treatment against them-
selves. 

Furthermore, the isolation of the Japanese can do nothing t o further 
their much-needed assimilation into this country but is s owing the seeds for 
hatred and bitterness which will make future attempts at as similation far more 
difficult if not impossible. If their resettlement is d elayed until after the 
war, the problem will be immensely aggravated by the nee d for resettlement of 
soldiers and workers in war industries. I urge that those who are not duly proven 
guilty be allowed freely to resettle now. 

The United States can have no justification for fighting tot alitarianism 
if it fails to preserve democracy at home. % stopping the e vacuation of the 
Japanese now, this  u ovemment will show that it is democratic and will keep-
perhaps one should say restore— the confidence of the rest o f the world, without 
which any attempt to conquer totalitarianism is futile. 

Very sincerely yours, 

&UM 
I 6 b 4 



May 21, 19A'-

\ 
Miss Edith Roberts 
53 Shepard Street 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Dear Miss Roberts: 

Your letter of May 9, 19^2, has been referred to me. 
The motive which prompts you to writ« is sincerely 
appreciated and respected. 

The necessity for the evacuation of the Japanese from 
strategic West Coast areas «as determined in the light 
of urgent military considerations. In these critical 
times we do not feel that we can seriously question that 
judgment. Our attorneys have ¿iven careful consideratio n 
to the legal aspects of the evacuation and relocation 
program and they have advised us tnat it comes within 
the scope of recognized constitutional concepts, eve n as 
applied to citizens of Japanese ancestry. 

We, of course, deeply regret the necessity for the re-
location program and the inevitable tragedies which we 
see arising from the evacuation problem. We are grave ly 
aware of our responsibility to administer our activitie s 
in such a «ay as to afford to every evacuee the fullest 
decree of liberty consistent with the necessary exercise 
of the war powers conferred by the Constitution. It is 
our earnest hope that by our conduct we may prove that a 
democracy can cope with an unfortunate problem of this 
kind in a thoroughly democratic way. I know  that  you 
will Join  with  us in this desire. 

Very truly  yours, 

E. R. Fryer 
Regional Director 

RBThrockmortonsMW 



May 16, 1942 

Mr. Robert Horton 
Director, Division of Information 
Office for Emergency Management 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Horton« 

For the past several weeks, in conversations between Mr. 
Paynter, Mr. Straus, Mr. Bird, and myself,  we  have been trying 
to develop a satisfactory working arrangement between you r Divi-
sion and the liar Relocation Authority on information ma tters. 

Because I regard information as one of the most importan t 
administrative tools in operating a program, I have given this 
matter much personal thought and attention, particularl y in view 
of the fact that the program of the lar Relocation Authorit y in-
volves the operation of total communities, covering the wh ole range 
of human relationships. Information is essential to the su ccess of 
this program, and in many phases is so closely intermes hed with 
administrative and supervisory work that it is impossibl e to draw a 
valid distinction between information and administrative activities. 

As I see it, the information work of the Authority divide s 
into these general categoriess 

1. Current Coverage — Day-to-day coverage of significant 
developments in the program to interpret this program 
to the public by means of mass communication media, as 
press and radio, news pictures, movies, posters, etc. 
This also involves providing special information to 
agencies engaged in foreign propaganda. 

Z.  Information for Evacuees — If we are to obtain the 
necessary cooperation from the evacuees we must pro-
vide them, first, with full information regarding the 
program and, secondly, with background and other inter-
pretive information that gives them a workable rationale 
for cooperating. This is partly an information job, 
partly intelligence, and partly administrative. 



Documentation — Because this migration is an unprece-
dented and significant event In American histoiy, it 
must be carefully documented as it progress«a. Thia 
requires something over and above straight news cover-
age in the way of building up records of the program 
in textual and pictorial information, in continuing 
documentary research and liaison with sociological and 
economic research groups making studies of the evacua-
tion and relocation process and its results. 

4. Public Relatione in Project Area — A continuing, day-
to-day public relations program has to be carried out 
in each area to see that actions and events within the 
project are properly interpreted to the people in 
immediately surrounding localities, to prevent where 
possible, dangerous tensions and misunderstandings. 

5. Intelligence within Projects — Lines of intelligenc e 
must be maintained with the evacuee population tot 
(1) Provide the Authority with information that is 
helpful in administering the program effectively, such 
aa information or morale, reaction to policies, etc., 
and (2) provide the military eatabliahment,  001,  State 
Department, FBI, and other agenoies interested in the 
intelligence problem with useful information. 

6. Administrative Information — The preparation of state-
ments of policy and policy documents, special reports to 
cooperating agencies and to Congress, the annual report 
of the Authority, periodic progress reports for internal 
distribution, etc. 

As I understand it, your Division is interested primarily in 
the category of current coverage for public disseminat ion, and 
distinctly does not want to enter into the work involved in handling 
special information channels to evacuees, in documentat ion, community 
public relations, intelligence within projects, or admin istrative 
information. We all realise, of course, that ther® is so me over-lap 
and that work in all phases must be coordinated. 

At the same time, the Authority definitely does not wish to 
set up facilities for current coverage and processing of Inf ormation 
for public use if such facilities are available elaewhere on a 
satiafactory basis. 

'¿It-



Consequently, I wish to suggest the following alternative 
working arrangements between your Division and the Autho rity: 

te9VQ**k I 

That the OKM Division of Information undertake the respon si-
bility for providing the Authority with complete current c overage, 
as outlined under category ilo. 1, The Authority would cont inue to 
service its own needs in all other categories, but any infor mation 
developed through these other phases of the program, deemed proper 
for public dissemination, would be furnished or made avail able to 
the Division of Information for its use. 

Under this arrangement, as I visualise it, the Division would 
assign one full-time information man to the Authority in Was hington 
to "live with" the current coverage job, and to maintain c lose 
liaison with the work being done in other categories. The Aut hority 
would eliminate the Current information Section and the V isual 
Information Section from the Washington staff on the theory  that 
these services would be handled by your organisation on the basis of 
programs and copy developed fey the assigned information man . The 
Authority would continue its Director of Information to coordinate 
all phases of its work bearing on information, a special Publications 
and Reports Section, and an Intelligence Section. 

The Division would nuke appropriate arrangements to pr ovide 
current coverage at the San Francisco office of the Authorit y, 
either by assigning an Information man to that office, or t hrough 
daily coverage provided by the San Francisco branch of the Division. 
The Authority would eliminate the Current Information Sect ion, but 
would continue the Documents, Photography (for permanen t records), 
Special Reports, and Field Operations Sections. Servic es of these 
Sections, and information developed in the course of thair w ork, 
would, of course, be available to your Division represen tative. 

Perhaps the name of the Authority's Information Service at 
San Francisco should be changed to more accurately reflec t its re-
vised duties. 

B wm f̂f U 
Proposal 2 & & 

That the Authority maintain its present staff* In 'Washi ngton 
and in the field, and maintain a working liaison with th » 0 m 
Division of Information, under which the latter would aid t he 
Authority in planning and carrying out a complete current information 



program« Under thie arrangement all press and radio infor mation, 
visual materials for publie use, motion pictures, press con ferences, 
and public statements, would be handled through the Divisi on of 
Information* In other words, joint, general plane would be d rawn) 
the Authority would provide the basic information, end th e Division 
of Information would process and distribute it, 

I have no particular preference as to these proposals, and 
would appreciate your candid appraisal of them. 

Sincerely yours, 

K. S. Eisenhower 
Director 

JAB/ra 
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Kay 18, 19**J? 

Mr. Robert V. iorton 
Diraetor, Bivislon of Imfcrmatlon 
Of fi ce for $merß*ney Management 
WaahInston, D. C. 

Dour Mr. Horton« 

Xn accordance with oar telephone conversation of 
today. X understand that yen accept our  3 Propo«al 1," out-
lined la our letter of May 16, «abject to the following 
clarifications, on which we both agrees 

X. The word "Information* will not be used fcy the 
Authority in daeignating titles of Jobs, divisions, secti ons, 
branches, etc. 

XX. Xn the execution of the information policy of the 
Director of the Authority, the OS* Division of Info ration 
will be exclusively responsible for all dissonination of i n-
formation relating to the Authority by any naee communlca -
tion madia which would reach the public here aad abroad; p ro-
vided that  I 

A. the Authority will handle, through its own staff 
and its own channels (1) information for evacuees, (2) docu -
mentation, (3) public relatione in project areas, (H) inte l-
ligence within projects, and  (5) administrative information. 
These operations are described in our Kay 16 letter. 

B. the Authority will prepare all of its own publica-
tions (pamphlets, booklets, etch the o m division of Inform a-
tion will review these, aake constructive criticisms, a nd will 
disseminate, but final approval of publications, prior t o dis-
semination, will rest with the Authority. 

C. the 01* Division of Information will handle all press 
releases, radio scripts, prees conferences, graphics for public 
distribution - in other words, all mats communication invol ved 
in current coverage; however all material prepared and i ssued 
by the Pivi sion regarding the Authority will be subject t o final 



approvai V the Authorlty prlor to i»««tanae. It la uader-
«tood that yon vili appolmt a eoapetent U f o m t U » apeelal-
lat lo  «arte vlth the Aathortty la Weehin^ton, and to ha 
pbyaically housed vith the Authortty. 

If tfcls clariflcation of »i»rope«al X" ¡sente vith y©nr 
approvai, I sudest tbat you confini It, and that operaio»« 
on the propoaed baci» fregia aa sooa aa p e s a m e . 

Sincaraly, 

„ | # I M É M M P 
Director 

JABiTC 
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May 18, 1942 

Mr. Robert W. Horton 
Director, Division of Information 
Office for Emergency Management 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Horton: 

In accordance with our telephone conversation of today, I 
understand that you accept our "Proposal 1," outlined in our  letter of 
May 16, subject to the following clarifications, on whic h we both 
agree: 

I. The word "Information" will not be used by the 
Authority in designating titles of jobs, divisions, sect ions, 
branches, etc. 

II. In the execution of the information policy of the 
Director of the Authority, the OEM Division of Information w ill be 
exclusively responsible for all dissemination of informat ion relating 
to the Authority by any mass communication media which woul d reach the 
public here and abroad; provided that: 

A. The Authority will handle, through its own staff and its o wn 
channels (1) information for evacuees, (2) documentation, (3) public 
relations in project areas, (4) intelligence within pr ojects, and (5) 
administrative information. These operations are describ ed in our May 
16 letter. 

B. The Authority will prepare all of its own publications 
(pamphlets, booklets, etc.); the OEM Division of Informat ion will review 
these, make constructive criticisms, and will disseminate , but final 
approval of publications, prior to dissemination, will res t with the 
Authority. 

C. The OEM Division of Information will handle all press r e-
leases, radio scripts, press conferences, graphics for pu blic distribution -
in other words, all mass communication involved in current coverage; 
however all material prepared and issued by the Division re garding the 
Authority will be subject to final aporoval by the Autho rity prior to 

% F 
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issuance. It is understood that you will appoint a compe tent informa-
tion spscialist to work with the Authority in Washington, a nd to be 
physically housed with the Authority. 

If this clarification of "Proposal I" meets with your appr oval, 
I suggest that you confirm it, and that operations on the pro posed basis 
begin as soon as possible. 

Sincerely » 

M. S. Eisenhower 
Director 
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The Honorable \ \ 
The Secretary of the Interior 

Dear Mr* Secretary: 

Under the agreement between the Department of the Interior 
and the War Relocation Authority I should have, much earlier than 
this, set forth in writing the general policies governing a ll re-
location projects, including the Colorado River relocati on proj-
ect which is administered for the War Relocation Authori ty by the 
Office of Indian Affairs. However, we have been so occupi ed with 
one emergency after another that we just have not been able to do 
half the things we must do. 

Naturally I do not wish to issue regulations, administra-
tive memoranda, and fundamental policy documents affecti ng the 
Colorado River relocation project without first consultin g with 
the appropriate people in your Department. Consequently, i n view 
of the fact that evacuees are now arriving at the Colorado Ri ver 
relocation project and because I shall be out of the city for the 
next week or so, I am setting forth in this letter a few thin gs 
which will be required on all projects, with the request tha t 
appropriate instructions be issued to the project manage r under 
Mr. Collier 1s supervision. A s I say, this is a stop-gap arrange-
ment. 

1. The Executive Order (9102) establishing the War Relo-
cation Authority provides that all evacuees over 16 
years of age shall be given an opportunity to enlist 
in the War Relocation Work Corps. Both Japanese 
aliens and Japanese-American citizens may enlist, if 
they wish. 

a. Each evacuee, eligible for enlistment, should 
read a copy of the WRA bulletin, The War Reloca-

assislajfes C sfeuld  cari§- r  oA enecelsa§§- r educational 
work with respect to enlistment. (I think en-
listment is already under way at the Colorado 
River project.) 

2150 
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b. Work should be assigned by the project manager 
and his assistants only to enlistees. If others, • 
such as boys and girls under 16, undertake work 
about the camp, they should do so wholly on 
their own volition. No doubt many of these 
youngsters will wish to help clean up about the 
quarters and improve the living accommodations. 

c. Healthful food should be provided at a maximum 
cost of fifty cents a day. Costs at assembly 
centers are averaging about 37 to 33 cents a day, 
including milk for children under 12 and for 
adults who, on the physicianfe advice, require 
it. We hope to achieve a general average of not 
more than 40 cents a day. 

d. The camp canteen should be established at the 
earliest moment as a cooperative of the reloca-
tion community. For the time being all goods 
should be sold at retail, the profits being used 
to expand the stock or, if this is not necessary, 
to begin repaying the loan to the Federal Govern-
ment. Later, I think we shall provide that some 
goods will be sold substantially at cost — such 
as soap and toothpaste. 

e. Fiscal officers on the project should of course 
record all expenses and all income. Simple 
methods should be developed for keeping records 
of all work by evacuees. 

f. There will be no wages, as such, for evacuees 
who are doing public, including community, work 
on relocation projects. There will be cash ad-
vances. Such cash advances should not be made 
to evacuees who are not enlistees and who are 
not performing work specifically assigned by the 
project manager. Moreover, cash advances should 
not be made to enlistees performing assigned 
tasks until an appropriate regulation has been 
issued and published in the Federal Register; 
however, time records should be kept on this 
group and regulations will be so drawn as to 
have cash advances cover the full time put in 

by enlistees on assigned work. 

g. The regulation just mentioned will provide (and 
budget estimates are being adjusted accordingly)» 
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1. The actual earnings of enlistees will depend 
upon the financial success of the relocation 
undertaking. 

2. Advances, which will be recorded as project 
costs, will include food, medical and hospi-
tal services, material for the production of 
work clothing, and education. They will also 
include $12 a month for each evacuee working 
48 hours a week at such common-labor assign-
ments as farming, janitorial work, etc.; $16 
a month for each evacuee working 48 hours a 
week at such skilled and semi-professional 
tasks as nursing; and $19 a month for each 
evacuee performing professional services in 
the community, as doctors, dentists, school 
teachers. If project income exceeds project 
cost3 (the elements in each to be specified 
in regulations) the above cash advances will 
be increased as a means of distributing such 
profits. Obviously housing and certain other 
costs will not be charged in this accounting. 

3. Evacuees may, if they wish, organize their 
own cooperatives for the production.of goods 
for normal commercial sale. Many Japanese 
are skilled in knitting, ceramics, leather 
goods, etc. and may wish to undertake busi-
ness ventures wholly at their own expense. 
Each evacuee engaging in a commercial under-
taking will be charged $20 a month for his 
food, medical and hospital services, educa-
tion, etc. (This figure will be adjusted when 
precise costs become available.) All such 
project income will be deposited in the 
Treasury. 

4. Enlistees may be granted furloughs if they 
wish to engage in private employment off the 
project. The conditions of private employ-
ment have been announced by General DeWitt 
and myself. The San Francisco regional of-
fice of WRÁ will handle all procedures in 
connection with private employment. For the 
time being, the only responsibility of the 
project manager on the Colorado River reloca-
tion project will be to see to it that each 
enlistee, earning prevailing wages in private 
work, pays $20 a month for the support of each 
of his dependents who may continue to live at 
the relocation center. 
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5. We shall not have sufficient funds to buy-
standard school equipment. Consequently on 
each project we shall undertake, as public 
work, not only the construction of school 
houses and other necessary structures, but 
also the construction of equipment, as desks, 
chairs, tables, work benches, etc. Such ac-
tivity should of course get under way at the 
Colorado River project. The Farm Security 
Administration is preparing simple designs 
for WRA, and these will be available to the 
Office of Indian Affairs. However, I know 
the Office has its own facilities, 

6. Needless to say, Japanese should be given an 
opportunity to fill every possible position. 
Specifically, I hope that from 10 to 25 per 
cent of the high school teachers can be 
Japanese, fully accredited, and that from 
25 to 50 percent of the junior high and ele-
mentary school teachers will be Japanese. 
Most clerical, stenographic, and related 
positions need not be filled by Caucasians. 
Indeed, I am so convinced of the ability, 
self-reliance, and skill of the Japanese 
that I think we must look to them to operate 
their community and to make a success of it. 

7. Religious freedom can be taken for granted. 
Only English will be used in schools. 

8. The WRA regional office at San Francisco will 
continue to obtain necessary equipment, provi-
sions, and so on for the Colorado River project. 

9. Each of the three centers at the Colorado River 
project will wish to issue a mimeographed news-
paper. The government will provide mimeograph 
machines, and for the time being (until the 
community is fully organized) will provide 
mimeograph paper and stencils, -bater the paper 
and stencil costs may be met by the community, 
such as by selling the newspaper through the 
canteen. The Japanese themselves should handle 
their own newspaper, of course. Japanese 
language is permissible, though probably un-
necessary. 



10. Project self-government may vary somewhat, 
project by project. Certainly WRA has no 
desire to insist upon needless uniformity. 
However, certain fundamental principles, if 
departed from, would cause trouble.  For 
example, if all enlistees were allowed to vote 
at one location but only American-citizen 
Japanese were allowed to vote at another, we 
should properly be criticized by the Japanese 
and by everyone else, too. Consequently,I 
ask that no final arrangements on project self-
government be made at the Colorado River relo-
cation project until we have an opportunity to 
formulate general policies. In the meantime 
the basic groundwork can be laid. If out of 
this initial work your Department has sugges-
tions to make for all projects I shall be 
delighted to have them. 

11. I earnestly invite your Department to give me, 
either in writing or orally in conference, de-
tailed suggestions on the basic policies and 
regulations which should govern all relocation 
projects. A tentative set of policies should 
be issued within the next ten days — or innae-
diately upon ray return to »Washington. 

12. A work program, including land subjugation, 
will soon be under way on the Colorado River 
relocation project. As indicated in our 
agreement, I should like to have an oppor-
tunity to review the proposed work program. 
Could this be supplied within the next few 
weeks? 

13. As you know, military police will gaard all 
projects. But such guards will have nothing 
to do with internal security. Policy systems 
will be set up as part of the project govern-
ment, but we are planning to have on each 
project one Caucasian official deputized by 
the State to handle serious crimes, if any 
develop. Your situation, on Indian Lands, 

may be somewhat different. If so, I should 
like to be informed soas to make an appro-
priate exception in the regulations. 

2. No doubt Commissioner Collier has given considerable 
thought to the establishment of ccmmunity enterprises, 
such as barber shops, motion pictures, and so on. Regu-
lations will provide that all such undertakings be 
established as broad community cooperatives, the price 
schedules to allow profits which will be used to repay 
the Federal loan, if a:ay; thereafter prices will be re-
duced so as to eliminate profita. 



3. I understand that furniture has been purchased for em-
ployees on the Colorado River relocation project* I 
had hoped to avoid this but apparently it is inevitable, 
on all projects. Regulations will therefore require tha t 
single employees amortize the government's investment in 
14 months and that employees with families amortize the 
investment in 20 months. 

4. I am not informed on plans for the construction of sch ool 
houses and other buildings on the Coloiado River project. 
Such buildings should be as simple and inexpensive as 
possible — planned only for use during the war. If more 
permanent buildings were to be built, such as for subsequen t 
Indian use, the difference in cost would have to be borne 
by the Office of Indian Affairs. 

I have visited the Colorado River project once. I was impres sed, 
as was General DeWitt, with Mr. Wade and his associates. Inde ed, we 
in *¥RA have had nothing but the most wholehearted cooperat ion from 
Commissioner Collier and all his people as well as from Co mmissioner 
Page and his associates. I want to tell you how much I apprec iate 
this. 

One final thing for the time being: If there is no change i n 
the plans involving the move of the Office of Indian Affair s to 
Chicago, then it seems to me that one of the Qffice*s employe es 
should be housed with «/HA at its headquarters in the Barr Bui lding. 
Maintaining liaison is going to be difficult at best, but if 
Commissioner Collier has one raan in whom he has ccmplete co nfidence 
living with us all the time I think we can be benefited mutua lly. 

Most sincerely, 

M. S. EISENHOWER (Signed) 

M. S. Eisenhower 
Director 

1 



May  28, 1943 

Mr. Dillon S. Myer, Director 
War Relocation Authority 
Barr Building 
Washington, D. C, 

Dear Mr. Myer: 

The War Food Administration urges the use of persone 
of Japanese ancestry released "by the War Relocation 
Authority to work on farms. Thousands of these workers 
were used successfully last year and are now helping 
to produce vitally needed farm products. Additional 
labor is needed. Those who cooperate in making the best 
use of this valuable source of farm labor are rendering 
a real service to the United States and the war effort. 

Sincerely yours, 

Chester C. Davis 
Administrator 
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June  5. 

HOB. John J. *oCloy 
Assistant Secretary of Ver 
¥aehin*ton, D. C. 

P u r Wr. Secratatys 

-hen the  Colo rede  Hiver Relocation project woe 
first planned, I wee coneiderably disturbed «bout what 
oî ht be involved in ooviiig women end children into e 
location with such intense heat. I discussed the matter 
with WCCA officials, who agreed that the conetroction 
requirement« for thie rolooetion project should include 
desert cooling systems, 

The ilo&man&ing General of the Veetern Befenee 
Command end Fourth Ariqr hes now made the determination 
that the minimum construction requiremente for the Colo-
rado River center shall not include desert cooling eye-
tarns for other than hospital faoilitlee. I think &enere l 
DeWitt ie entirely correct in concluding thet deeert cool-
ing ehould not ho provided for Individual opertmente or 
barracks. However, it does seen to me thet deeert cool-
in« ehould he included in school buildings* mess hello, 
end hospitals — in other words, in all buildings where 
large numbers of persons congregate end eeoee ally where 
children are housed during the intense heat of the «ley. 

I simply ask that ths Her Department give careful 
coneidoratlon to thie ontter. 

Sincerely yours, 

M. 8. Eisenhower 
Director 

MSJÎi  TG 
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Mr. Milton Eisenhower. 
Director War Relocation Authority 
Hotel \Vhitcomb 
San Francisco, California 

Dear Mr. Eisenhower: 

Recognizing that your department 
is anxious to conduct its duties so that as little 
hardship as possible will devolve upon innocent peo-
ple and appreciating the cooperative spirit v/hich has 
been shown "by the Japanese may we, the Los Angeles 
Branch of the W. I. L. acquaint you with our concur-
rence with the resolution "adopted "by the main body 
at its recent annual meeting on Hearing Boards for the 
Japanese. We believe the detention of the Japanese 
and Americans of Japanese origin in reception centers is 
contrary to the fifth and fourteenth amendments of our 
Constitution. Moreover this segregation is m part an 
act of racial discrimination engendered by pressure 
groups with ulterior motives. We understand that these 
centers are physically inadequate and psychologically 
unhealthy and that the present treatment of the Japanes e 
furnishes a propaganda weapon to the totilitarian 
countries. Furthermore we deplore the authority given 
the military over the lives and properties of American 
ci  tizens. 

We therefore are requesting you,and have also 
written to the President, immediately to set up civil 
hearings as recommended by the Tolan Committee to de-
termine those Japanese who are dangerous to our coun-
try and those who are loyal and innocent. 

Tours very respectfully, 

Ruth Benedict 
Chairman Legislative Committee 

For the Los Angeles Brandl of the W.I.L. 

4115 
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Confidential 

Mr. M* S. Eisenhower, 
Director, War Relocation Authority 
Barr Building, 17th & % e Sts. N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Eisenhower: 

You will find enclosed herewith copy of a memorandum from 
Colonel Cress which I think you should have before you w hen 
considering the "Memorandum of Considerations for Assem bly-
Center Operation" which I airmailed to you last week. I 
should point out that the memorandum sent you l&st week  was 
intended to be exactly what it *,as called—"A Memorandum o f 
Considerations®. 

Obviously there are many evils inherent in the assembly 
center system and possibly, as Col. Cress says, the Wa r 
Relocation Authority cannot do much about them. The plan 
would work only if there is mutual recognition on the part 
of WRA and WCCA of their joint responsibility and if the re 
is a proper "give and take" attitude on the part of both 
agencies. It would have to be more than a verbal partner-
ship—it would have to be a harmonious working partnership 
and, considering the recent negative attitude which I hav e 
detected on the part of WCCA, perhaps a working partner -
ship would be too much to expect. 

Sincerely yours, 

E. R • Fryer 
Regional Director 

Enc. 179 
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mmr «r.  trmnlémati 

la vie* ®f ̂ r i«««4i«te trs««f«r fraa th« i l m l W -
«hlp ©f th« Ver ?«l*eatiea «a«tl**rtty te th« Office ef *a» 
l*fe*»®Uen. I «Mt « M l H a i a U t a *  rwp*r% «a th« verte cf 
th« «athorit* fraa the  tim  ef 1%« M l t kU i kMa l ©a M«r«h 
1«, 19*31 te iba pre«en%. 

ef vt^asa« Affaeted — «i date. abent ISO .000 
«f Japaaeee eneestv? *aea «ff««t«d by ti» »Hi-

ta ry  arder» ©f the Oaa—adfag ¿ « m m í ef the Reatara ef«aa« 
Ceaaaad. üf tilia «»«bur. epproxis t̂aljr «1,000 «ra aov la 
tesiporasy e«««»bl* cantar«, 10,000 are ia wa*.dur*ti©a 
ralocatioa cantar«, aa eddittoaal 15.000 fc*e baca *f*o»ea* 
la 4ilit*ry Ara» Se. tvo ef «ftiltn Oelifemia. and fre» 5.000 
te 8.000 talaatarjr «vacu«««  tí re»  «He «eet «eeei ere «till Jif-
ia« ntther ̂ reeerlemaly ia tlie Inter-avaatain Siete*, pr iecl-
pally in Colar»de, 14*1, aad £*«*• 

Yoliint»nr vaenatio» —  *er  aearly  ^oar w«aSc« follevUff 
Lt.  «*•»• Be^ltt'a iaitiel p*eelemtiea  ef  th«  Vea* Gtaet  «a  a 
ailitwry  are«  en *arch  a. the  ¿var  «»4 ©ther  Federal  rancie« 
aeeesffaged  fteaple  «f a^»»aeae «aee«try ta «ave  «mt ef the 
hibited  «cae  aa  their ova ialtietive.  Ai  th**t  tt »e  «ere re-
wvt l  ef  fe« Ja*»«*«»« fie» the petential * m  ef ce*b *t  ap-
is«»  red to be the priacipal  tablea.  Sari«« th« «»« uír *  v «*a. 
hevever. aa  «aa«  8.000  ¿«pane««  filt«red  inte th« later-aanatai» 
State«. it  «nidOy beeaaw aplayan»  that  «elnntary  «e»e«#tioa 
ve*  aot a  fcasi ble  «olntlen. FmbUe enlatan ia the  M i l M i l l s 
Stet««.  a«  reflectad i»  ur««e  ceeeeat« aad ln «tateaant« «»de by 
¿«everner*. • l U y w y i liiifl, «ad other ublle ©f«ei*l», wat 
bitterly eatacoalatia te the inflar ef ¿«p»a««« frea eeaet al 
are««, ¿ M * « ero«« thet the federal í3ev#rtua«nt taita all *eaple 
ef Jm:«««« d««c «at  inte ea«tedy. «urrennd  th «a vlth treep«. 



nreveat t k m f rea bey!** l«ad, aed «atara U m m te thair 
f«r*«r i»««»« «t tb« «I»«* ef tu« v«r. Vlol*««e tómt-
«a«d. J«p»a««« v t n «m«t*d . *•»«« ae«tin&« tbat «arn«d 
«f troubl« were b«ld. 

fbi« «a* «be «lte*tl«a wblab tb« *ar ««leenUoa Aatho*. 
Ity faeed «I tb« oat«et. §«f«r« tb« m**ay va« «v«a a vtik 
oíd. 1% va« a*aad»atljr «loar botb te tb« Awgr «id tb« Aather tty 
tbet *olaatatjr «vaetiatlea venid heve te dteeoatln»««. $oa-
««ímently» tb« ¿«iieral «f tb« e«t«ra l?«fea«« Se«~ 
m m é Um»é  «a o*der *fr®««ta<g- mil .rapaae«« la »llltaiy m 
tf*»b«r Oa« *« of «areb 39. m i « aetloa pava* ta« ««y f©r « 
elaitaed «ad erderly pveffraa of r«lo«»tlon «ador f*d«ra 1 «na«vw 
TÍ«ion. 

Syjfffttaa Qf stlff — fba flret «tos» la ib« r«l«eatlo9 
proxmm ba« b««a to fiad imitable » m i «b«r« tb« « i & m M « al«bt 
llv« aad wo*k la veaeenable comfort tor tb* davatlea «f t be y»r. 
Of oeeevelty, tb« »tiiadarde for «it« eeleetlea bar* b««a m m -
wfcat eaaetla«. «» b« smlt*ble, «a ar«a «aet H l«eat«d «t a 
*af«  di «tan««  frea «tlltaiy «atabll «batata. it aa»t bave «d«~ 
W U pawer, i n a ^ o r U U M , «ad v»t«r capel? faellitl««. ia 
or*«r to láser« «eeaoar ia tb« a«« of  tmá 9 «ad la tbe a«el«a-
aaat of «illto 17 #aard«, it m * % prevld« a *««©«r«e b&«« eapab le 
ef «vg^ortlag «t leeet «5,000 ?eeele. Ia tb« »vid «ad *«ai~*r ld 
i  ««t, t m i «Hlisc olí tb««« r«¿¡uir«aeat  •  bav« teta extreswly __ 
dlffleult to fiad. A« of Jaao 1 %  mmrly  pot«att«l «It«« aad 
toeea «tamal aed. 'Hevea bad feeea atreved ia Califevala, Ariiouo, 
Id»bo, ¡̂tah, «yeete* Celerado, «ad Artcaae»«. fbeee veni d a«©*-
mt*%* 130.000 «TftMMi — 120.000 fvaa tb« Coeet «ad 10 ,000 
fvea Hanil« oa tb« 15tb, bevev«r, oa« ex«©ll«at rejeet «r ea 
va* «o a© v « «abetltmte leeatioa m* t b* fouad. 

.ftHel*»,,;- **•» tb« ««17 tt»rt of tb« r«loo»ti«a 
pro«»o», ubile «piaioa bao «trongly ÍAflaea«od »11 eoo«i d«re-
tio«« of a %«nko «««1« foF tb« «v»oa««t. Ibllovia« «  9 reatare 
• • i n i m l la tb« pr««« tbat «•«««•«• vomid roo«ive »FA 
fet«« for tboir *mtk Im a»«««bly e*at«r«, tb« |«UI« reeet ioa 
va« inaiedlfft« «ed «anieteltebl«. U vas «loar tbat ao va^ at for 
*•»«*«•« la ero««« «f thoee pald tba  *mrl*m  «oldl«r voald be 
tolerated «vea tbo%;b tb« eoeti of «eb«l«t«ae«  tor  «aob «vo«a«« 
aad bit der>«ad«at» al«bt b« dedaeted fvea tb« eefee pald.  Xa 
tb« l lrM of thl« feell&v:, tb« Ver «ieleeatlea ^atbority h«e «>.baa-
deaed tb« idea ef «tf aight wat«« la favor «f a plaa aad«r vfeiob 
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• w « w M i who «alili la the «ar  Hai  M a t t e a «ori* ¿orp« will  t oe 

perente« te «hare la the a r e m * ef their ewa africa! tar®l . 
Industrial, «ad abile veliti enterprise«, Sarin« the dev ole^-
aeat period ea reloaatiea project». before «a? igrofite ere 
reali«ed. ae«b*re of the ei* ßerpe will receive cash advance « 
ef m 9 mi , or n m a aeath depeadlag ea their «kille. la 
add i ilea, «heiter, feed, sedi aal care. «ad educati will be 
prewidad far ell «veeaeee  tmê their faailia». 

fho ehlef disadvantage of thi« low «oel® ef e»«h la-
cane le that it rather severely limite ef the eeacaee« la 
plaaala* fer their rea««ialla%lea la ¿«ericen life after th e 
eW«e ef  «ha  war. If pablle eplalaa had peraltftad, it 
here bea» preferable la  w*y«  te  WA wag«« te aeaber« 
ef the Corps aad te rovide their fnatiioc with «ahgisteac e 
la e dit lea. Tbl« weald have bee» «ore la keeping with the 
«atri* ©f the fceaeva Oeaveatioa. 

X daterei? hope that * h * m % m isablic «ttltadee w l U 
later ea paraît a change la thi« ««were *e#« volley. 

^ygff f f — *alleet nocible eag&eyaeat ef the 
«vaoaee« hu« beaa a cardinal f>riaeiple ef Wie releeatiea sr egnw«. 
2a releeettea  e eater«  aeabere ef the Wer Beleeatiea «erte %rpc 
w l U be aaeiisaed maialar %e rabile weites, «¿ricalimi«! red cetiea, 
or «afiafPOtana«. Publie weite« w l U laelade irridile». dre i»-

cicoria* er leveUinc. aad «lallar projects decided 
te develep aiterai reemree«. «irlenitir»! »reduction will be 
alaed primarily toward aeetiaf the acede ef the evacuee pepa la-
tica «ad ceca aderii/ teward procacia*-  a  «ardirne for ace la the 
foad-fer-treedea procrea, ¡fteonfatiurla« ̂ reject« will be pUaaad 
«e ce te t>re<tuee a variety of aaefttL article« needed fer t he 
war effort aad by the Hatto» ac a wk»l*. 

la  fceepla$  with the previ«lcac ef the Geneva Ocavetlea 
ef i m (which ef cearee i« cot legally a^Uea&le) the Aathor-
ity has decided act te gérait allea evacuee« te take part la 
the eeaafßOtare ef «code fer the a raed fereee.  «41 th  that eae 
except lea, however. I i I u m ^ I believe th*t the cwncuae*. aad 
particularly the Aaerieisa eltiseac eaoa# then, «haald h ave as 
appertaaity te reduce any «maafaeCure« eed« that ere a«e ded 
witheat rectrietioa. to Halt all evacuee«, a« «aae affi cíel e 
ef the far riducile» %ard have calcetad, to maafacturla« 
weite which 1« wholly aoa-ooa^etitlv* with JU»«rie»a iad a«tvy would 
be, it  ***m te a«, a «erlaue *i«t«fce. la » leried  &f  alliât 
erodaotloa I e m m t believe that »ay Aaorlo«» eitttea, ra«ard lea« 



af vaee or color, ahmdd te (leale* Hit apporta»!*? te ^ f U -
elpate «a  t&ll? **  hi n  éclUi «Al «aerflee v & U peralt. 

rive*« i^l^ya»^! — »Miai« of «ho tltterae«« ef 
aatl-tfapaaeee feella« ?*rtie«l»rly la the Inter-*ttt»t* >.la Stai««, 
1* «««»»4 navi«« la tu« «ftfly 4«y« of tha releoatlea prò« »m 
te contemplate aap ampleyaeat of ev»<mae« o«|«14t là« M t r t * « 
of  *feéerally~ «alarvi «aé  veleeetlea ave»«* *%re reeentljr, iMtWfff, 
tu«  i m4 ffer «e*»«el«llf la the aa&Mr toet «rea« 

ef ih« *e«t he« le« te tli« «¿optlea of « volley ®«rmtttla* »ri-
•al« ^ leymaat «s4«r e?>«eifteA eoadltleae. fhm w«r %r*« rt»aat 

*ar «loe«ti«a  ftatharlty  fcave  airree* te c*ant ftarlet»̂ *« 
te «v»«mee« la ««»«ntl? eeat«r« er veleeatleft aeater« fa r nrl~ 
v»te «m l̂ajnieat la ««rima«era er lattea*!? vherever Stat a «»thoiw 
itlea eaa afevlée the follevl«« aeearaaeeel (l> tfcat the «afety 
ef the «v*ea«ee vili te ̂ m n t a e d V State «ad leeal la»-
aafereemaat  a  me la la , {£) that «eifela*;» U f i « , «ad «aaltaiy 
condìtloaa vili «e aAeaante, (3) tfeat ̂ levatila« va**« v ili he 
pai*, th*t laeal later vili net ha dlajlaoad, ami (9) th at 
ti* a  «ne  rtatlaa eeete vili te pai* ĝr e^leyera. fUrae State« — 
Gre«»», X«aào f  am! *«at*ae — fcav« aav giv«a the«« a«aar»nee« # 

atout 1,000 evae&ae« bave aire«*? loft a«**atly ««etera far 
the teet flelda. 

Comma»! tr  Uvlag — Ose ef the faa«ameat»l «tjaetive« 
af the iter B«leeatlea Avtfeoritp ha« W b te «ale* llfa la «he 
raloestlea eeater ¿net aa alata te «a vartlaa e »aditila« 
vili j*rmit. ftefceele are t i im pl»am*d f«r ali raloeatlo a 
are»« «a that ev»«*e« «klllrw vili te ahi« te «Tatiana tfce lr 
edueatiee threa&fc the hl*fc-«e»*ol lavai. «Itoti are Wi n« «afte 
te arraage  Ut the traaefer of eollaffe «twteata te aUveatara 
ualveraltle«. Recitala v l U tea eat*fell«fee« at releeatlea eea-
ter« ead staffai vlth «aallfleA deetor« aad aorte« (reeru ltaA 
a« far aa ̂ eeeltle frem the avaeeee *»epeUtlea} la ©réar te 
teee$> tha avaeueea la «0«* healtìu 4« ««aa a« aeah ralaeatlea 
eeater le ifclljr pepai.teé, the «vaeaaea vili te «Iva« aa oppor-
tuni ty  te ««tati!ah thelr ava eemmanltr «®veram»at alaet 
their o*a of  fi  alala. 

aa«e***a<t*ti«» — Iheaa are aame af the hl«*ll/*t« of 
the relee&tlea vmgvmm «aria« lt« first «avermi veefe«. Th e 
fatar« of the refi-ra* vili iemHleea W ^ovaraaé la^ely ^ r 
tha teapar of Amarle««  ymìtlì*  aplalea. ilVMMlr fatile atti« 
taAaa have exerte* a «tfoa« iaflaaiiea la «h«pla^ %h* 
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aa* oharting il« dir«etica* la a *a«aeer«ey thie 1« 
tl*a«bly tnoié «ad crepar. T»t la laarta* tfea **ar Ba laaa-
U o a &*tharity » fu r a f«v e*tre«*ly erowdad veak», 2 o*a-
aot feaip ex£»re*«iii£ the feepa t&e ¿«aria«* inopia w l U 
i«aw tevard « feroadar #^pr*cl*tiea of tòt aaaeatial Aaeriaaa-
iea of « «raat mjerity of the ev«eaee« end of the difftmiU 
asariftea thajr ara aeJdaiu Oaly whaa the prevalila^ a tti-
ludo« of «ara««©aia« biUerae««* ha»e Imma ra^laeed ìsgr t oler-
-aaa *ad aaéaratpttdiae vili it %a pe»«ibla io a«r*y ferver * 
a geaataely ti«factory releeatiea frac*«a aad te pia* la tal-
licantly for tfea reaaaiail*tioa af th* evaeuea« tata b m r i m n 
li fa  v h m tfea w*r la over« 

I viab la giva yoa «y eeaatdarad Jadgswat itot fully 
ISO io v *ere«at of the «ieai ara layal te tfca tfait«A stataa; 
Itartara oafoaat of tàa  i aaa l  ara B«««lv«ly loyalj %at a 
lsr|« pertica of tha Xitel {Aaariaaa eiUtaaa a&aentad l a 
Jagiaa) fasi a «tvoa* imitai*! «tteahswat ta Ja?>*a, M tf ea 
mspTvprlKtm tiae. tàerafera» X bop« you vili fi ad it poa etfeia 
toi 

l) 

a) 

3> 

k) 

BaaoiMMd te Gaajsraaa a pro«f»a of ra^atri-
atiea far tho«e wfeo prefar tfea Japfeaaae vigr 
af llfai 

l«aa» a «ttaag t>«MU «tataaaat la feahalf af 
ta« loyal Amari*** aititea« whe ara aow 
wildarrd aad «andar what la la «tara for taaa$ 

Cali for a aera liberal vana poliey far 
«•ftaaaae, «ad 

*h«a the war i« over, reaoamead te Ceaeree* 
a caciai ?ra*raa af rah«M.Ut«t*oa ¿aaigaa* 
ta halp tfcle diaplaaed ~»apul*tlea fi ad ite 
jlaoa oaoa agata la sur eaoaaaie «ad «eotal 

llfa. 

Baa^eetfally yoara. 

ìaeritovar 



COPY OFFICE OF THE COMAHDIKG GENERAL 
PRESIDIO OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

254. (PM) August 27, 1942 

Mr. E. R. Fryer, 
Regional Director, "War Relocation Authority 
V.hitcomb Hotel, 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Dear Mr. Fryer: 

For the purpose of providing uniform instructions to comma nders 
of military police units on duty at -'ar Relocation Cente rs in the area of 
the V«eatern Defense Command, it is suggested that there be a written 
statement of policy on the subject of maintainence of ut ilities and in-
stallations within the military police areas at such cente rs. 

An agreement between the Coumanding General and Colonel G roves, 
Office of the Chief of Engineers, was entered into on June  8, 1942, regard-
ing initial construction at Relocation Centers, the Memo randum of Agree-
ment is titled "Standards and details - Construction of Japanese Evacuation 
Centers." Those portions of the agreement pertaining to the military po-
lice units provide: 

1. In general - shelter and facilities for M. P. units. 

2. To be provided for a strength of four officers and one hun-
dred twenty-six enlisted men. 'Actual strength -will be gi ven 
in specific directives. 

3. Officers quarters should provide individual cubicles f or 
sleeping ouarters with bath and toilet facilities. 

4. One 20' x 100* building will be provided for each of the fol-
lowing: Administrative Headquarters and  b nit Supplyj &uard 
Housej Recreation Room and Post Exchange; and one 20 1 x 50 f 

equipped with hot water and sanitary facilities to be used as 
a dispensary. 

5. Garage or shed to house emergency vehicles of the unit. 

6. Suitable shelving to be constructed in kitohen store ro oms 
and M. P. supply room, post exchange and barracks. 

7. Watch towers equipped with searchlights, not to exceed 
eight, without approval of this headquarters. 
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(Ltr to Mr. E. R. Fryer, 8-27-42, con't.) 

9. A standard stock fence around the M. P. Area. 

9. A flagpole in the military police area. 

10. Coal bins and screened garbage racks for each kitchen. 

In addition to the above installations it is the policy to 
determine such additional construction as is necessary su bsequent to the 
arrival of the military police unit at the center and prior to the comple-
tion of the general construction contract. Such additions a re a part of 
the initial construction. 

The memorandum of agreement between the >«ar Department and War 
Relocation Authority, dated April 17, 1942, places resp onsibility upon 
the War Relocation Authority for "complete operation an d maintainence." 
To clarify this clause the following is recommended: 

1. That the War Relocation Authority shall provide for the 
maintainence of all existing utilities. 

2. That the War Relocation Authority shall provide for the 
repairs to military police buildings and installations. 

3. That requests by military police units for work on barrac ks 
or installations, which is beyond the scope of responsibil ity 
of the <ar Relocation Authority, be addressed thru mili tary 
channels to the Commanding General, Ninth Service Comman d, 
for action by military authority. 

If the suggestions meet with your approval in principle, wou ld 
you address a communication to the Commanding General We stern Defense 
Command, indicating what policies you wish to followin thi s region. 

Yours very truly, 

R. P. BRONSON, 
1st Lieut., A.G.D., 
Assistant Adjutant General 
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Mrs. Esther Gerber 
Women's International League 

for Peace and Freedom 
523 South Hampart Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 

Dear Irs. Gerbert 

Your letter of June 24, addressed to Mr, Eisenhower, 
former Director of the Bar Relocation Authority, 
has been referred to me. The motive which prompts 
you to write is sincerely appreciated and respected. 

We, of course, deeply regret the necessity for the 
relocation program snd the inevitable tragedies 
which we see arising from the evacuation problem, 
^e are trying to administer our activities in such 
a way as to demonstrate that a great democratic 
nation can meet a difficult situation of this type 
in a thoroughly democratic way. 

The War Relocation Authority welcomes your aavice 
and would appreciate your cooperation. 

Very truly yours, 

(SXGW1 E. R. FRYfik 

E. R. Fryer 
Regional Director 

EEFerguson:MW 6/29/42 


