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Whitcomb Hotel
San Francisco, Californis
March 26, 1942

Mr, E. He Wiecking

Office of Lends Coordination
Room 302

Department of Agriculture
Washington D.C.

Dear Ernie:

Laest night I sent 2 telegram to Leland Barrows asking that
he come to San Francisco immediately, as it is imperative that we
get the Operations Office here organized as quickly as possible.
In his absence it is necessary that someone represent me there to
answer various calls from Congressmen &and others, and to maintain
liaison with the various interested departments and agencies with
whom we are dealing. I would appreclate it if you would handle
this for me.

To give you a quick fill=-in on the background, most of which
is confidential:

When we arrived here last Monday we found the situstion some-
what confused, due to the fact that a large number of agencies had
their fingers in the ple, and without any great amount of over-all
planning as to what was going to be done with the Jaspanese -after
they were evacuated. A great amount of publicity had been issued
by a number of sources, and committments had been made right and
left without following any uniform pattern. The Army has organiczed
the Wartime Civil Control Administration to handle the evacuation
and is starting to move large numbers of Japsnese to a number of
assembly points, and to several large reception centers, the first
of which is the Owens Valley Project. They also have started con-
struction of the housing at the Parker Project, which will be used,
et least temporarily, for & reception center, as well as a work
project for the duration.

One of our first moves was to make tentative arrangements with
the Indian Service people for handling of the Parker Project. A
copy of a tentative agreement between the WeReAs and the Indien
Service on this project is attached. I believe that we are going
to get Cy Fryer, Superintendent of the Navajo Reservation, who
Collier regards as his best man, to be the project manager.

One of the first unfortunzte breaks that has occurred was the
premature statement by the WePsAs. man in charge of the Santa Anita
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agsembly point that the Japanese evacuees were being paid $54 to
$94 a month —+ more than Americsn soldiers. This czused a fresh
outbreslk of bad publicity and I received a wire from Represents-
tive Leland Ford wanting to know about it, The facts of the case
are that the Army was merely considering using the subsistence
wage scale of the WeP«Ae, and in any event would charge against
this wage the cost of subsistence, which would lesve a net wage
somewhat less in most cases than the Army pey. In any event, they
have not decided on the wage scale and the statement by the project
manager was premature. I sent a wire, copy of which is attached,
to Representative Ford explaining thet the WeR.Ae had nothing to
do with this phase of the evacuation program, that the Army and
the WeReAs were going to shape up a combined policy on wages, and
that in any event the pay of the Americen soldier would be borne
in mind in determining wage policies. In order to prevent such
breaks and the making of committments by various agencies through
press releases without our knowledge, Colonel Bendetsen and I have
agreed on mutual cleerance of all releases affecting evacuation,
and have directed all other agencies in the picture to clear with
Use

Perhaps the most important problem we have come up against is
that of voluntery evacuation. Until we arrived on the scene the
Army was urging Japanese to get out of the area under their own
power as rapldly as possible. Although the voluntary evacuation
was a mere trickle, it has caused such repercussions in the out-
lying states as to preclude, for the next few months at least,
the possibilities of private employment, and it is apparent that
for awhile at least we are going to have to depend entirely on pub-
lic projects to furnish the evacuees with work. In the meantime,
of course, we can proceed with an educational program looking for-
ward eventually to use of Japesnese in private employment. Yesterday
the Army came around to our view-point and today sre issuing an order
stopping voluntary evecuation in favor of orderly planned evacuation.
This will give us a breathing spell in which we may make some plens
and build an organization.

It is apparent that I will have to spend practically all of
my time on the Coast for an indefinite pericds We are now putting
all of our emphesis on the building of an organization to handle
the program, and in the meantime are trying to hold some of the
problems at arm'e length until we cen proceed in an orderly way.

Under sepate cover we are sending copies of the various
proclamations snd press releases that have been issued by the War-
time Civil Control Administration -- the Army's organization for
handling the evacuation.




It is almost impossible to describe the many sides of
this problem and I realize that thie is a rather gketchy dis-
cussion of it, However, we will try to keep you informed on
current developments and doubtless will hgve a number of
speciel jobs to be done for us in Washington. It will be
reassuring to know that you are standing by.

Sincerely yours,

M. S. EISENHOWER
Director
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

JB: je
Enclosures
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COMMITTEE ON M:LITARW(/

MON C. WALLGREN, WASH.
HARLEY M. KILGORE, W. VA.

D. ROLAND POTTER, CLERK

W. 1. SMALLEY, ASST. CLERK April 4, 1942

Mr. Milton Eisenhower, Director
War Relocations Authority
Salt Lake City, Utah

Dear Mr. Eisenhower:

Lieutenant General J. L. Dewitt has wired me that you contrel the re-
location and resettlement of Japanese citizens and aliens who are to
be evacuated from the military areas of the Pacifiec Coast.

Hundreds of Japanese migrants recently have entered Colorado and have
taken up residence throughout the state without permission from
anyone.

I demand that control over such migrants be assumed by you and that
their relocation be undertaken by you on the same basis as other
Japanese citizens and aliens still remaining on the Pacific Coast.

All West Coast states have vast inland valleys, far removed from the
restricted military areas along the coast, in which all of their
Japanese residents could be properly cared for. Colorado also has
extensive military areas and a relatively large Japanese population
but we are not asking any other state to look after them. Most cer-
tainly we ought not to be made the dumping ground for the Pacifiec
Coast states.

There may be counties in Colorado that can be used for resettlement

of Japanese and there may be sites in these counties that ean be util-
ized for enemy alien concentration camps, but most positively no Jap-
anese migrants should be resettled in any county in Colorado, or al-
lowed to remain there, unless first approved by the Board of County
Commissioners of that county.

If you will follow that fair but simple procedure, I am sure that
Colorado counties will cooperate with you fully.

Mo sincerely,

ohnson,
enator, Colorado
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Do Not Release Before Sunday,cgigzge;, 1942

WASEINGTON, D, Ce, April 00=-(Special)=-All former Pacific
Coast Japenese vho moved into the state of Colorado before the Army's
recent "freezing" order of voluntary migrations must be placed on the
same basis of federal control ag the balance of Japs remaining in the
coastal regions i

This demand was made of the War Relocations Authority by
Senator Edwin C. Johnson of Colorado, coupled with a vigorous statement
that "no Japanese migrant should be resettled in any county in Colorado,
or allowed to remain there, unless first approved by the Board of
County Commissioners of that county,"

Stating that he was acting in the interests of thousends of
Colorado citizens who have deluged him with protests on Japanese moving
into the state, Senator Johnson Sunday made public a letter in which
he called to the attention of Milton Eisenhower of San Francisco the
fect that Colorado citizens should be entitled to the same protective
measures as other states enjoy ' now that the federal government has
assumed the responsibility of resettlement of West Coast Japanese,

"I have demanded of Mr. Eisenhower, chiof of the War Relocatiens
Authority, that the federal government exert a control over the Japanese
who have already moved to Colorado from California," Colorado's ranking
lawmaker declared, "end that their resettloment be considored on exactly
the same basis as other Japanese citizens and alions still remaining on
the Pacific Coast.

"All West Coast states have vast inland valleys, far removed
from coastael military areas, where all Japanese residents could be
properly cared fors Colorado also has extensive military areas and a
relatively large Japanese population, but we are not asking any other
state to look after thems Most certainly we ought not to be made the
dumping ground for the Pacific Coast stetes."

Senator Johnson emphasized his belief that "citizens of
Colorado arc entitled to the same protection as other states and
Colorado counties will cooperate fully" if Eisenhower would follew
the Senator's suggestion thet the Boerds of County Commissioners
be consulted in the matter of rescttlement,

----30.--a




Homorable Hareld D. Smith,
Director, Bureau of the Budget,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Director Smith:

I request that, to meet the urgent, immediete needs of the War Reloecatioa
suthority, there be allotied to the Office For Emergency Menagememt §$10,000,000
from the President's Emergency funds for the use of War Reloeatiom Authority,

as follows: §2,277,272 for the operatiom of the Colorsdo River Reservation
Projeet for the balance of this fiseal year, and §7,722,728 for the imsuguration
of additional projects in the immediste future.

If possible, I should like to have this allotment made from funds which will be
available until expended. In view of the urgency of our problem and the extreme
importsnce of saving time, I should like %o suggest that the allotment be made on
terms which will permit the War Reloeatlon ‘uthority %o procure supplies, equip-
ment and services (without regerd to Sect om 3709 of the Revised Statutes), whem
the aggregate amount involved in any ome case does not exeeed $5,000. Im additionm,
I propose that the allotment permit the mse of not more them $50,000 for the em-
ployment of persomnel without regard to Civil Service or Classification Laws. In
other respects the langusge of ocur imitial letter of authorizatiom deted March 18,
1942, will meet the reguirements of our program.

The General Situation

As background for an imitial understanding of this request, I should like to give
you & brief aecount of the evacuation and reloeation programs as they stand at

present:

For meny weeks the military ond eivil authorities on the Pseifiec Coast emcouraged
voluntary evacuatiom. Less than 3,500 Japanese migraped to Colorado, Utsh, Idaho
end other inter-mountain states. But despite the smallness of these movements,
diffieulties developed in a great meny small communities and violenece threatenmed.
At Yerington, Nevada, for example, eight Japanese relocated voluntarily, only %o b
met by a loeal group which surrounded the evacuees and told them they would have to
leave the commumity within a few hours; so the evacuees returmed te California.

+ meetings developed in Coloredo and elsewhere. Thus, mounting adverse sent'-
ment threatemed the whole migratiom amd, had a chenge not been made, public opimion
might have compelled the Japamese practically to be intermed with little opportun-
ity for productive work. S0 at my request, Genersl DeWitt issued am order dis-
continuing all volumtary, haphagard evacustion in favor of a pleammed, orderly, =nd
protected movement.

Mhm,mmhmhhmiantﬂxhdsum; the precise
timing is strietly confidentiasl. Our first effort is to get the people so geo-
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graphieally distributed and loeated as to provide the maximum economie opportuni~
ties for them for the duration of the War. But since permement relocation center

¢annot be losated and comstructed as rapidly as the military need of evacuation
requires, it is necessary for the Army to provide temporary assembly points where
the people can be housed for a few weeks, perhaps for several months. Obviously
4he evacuees should not be held in such assembly points longer then is absolutely
negessary. There is only enforced idléness at such points. This is terribly

demoralizing to anyone,

We are hard at work selecting sites for reception centers, some 15 %o 20 in J,
number, which will be located somewhere between the coastal range and the Mis-
sissippi River., The Colorade River Project im Arizona will house 20,000; Man~
zanar will house 10,000. I =m hopeful that none of the others will exceed
10,000 and that memy will be as low as 5,000, A wide geographiesl distribution
of these cemters will inerease the opportunities for useful production.

We are plamning five general types of oprortunities for the Japanese people after
the reception centers are omg¢e built and occupied:

1. There is useful public work to do, such as land subjugation: - work
thet later on would be done under Govermment auspices anyway. Publie work will
not only enable a large share of the population to begin doing something useful
immedietely but it can also serve as a backlog of employment in those seasons
when other opportunities are not very large.

2., On the land surrounding the reception centers the Japanese can produce
some of their own food and perhaps some for ssle.

3. I believe we can make arrangements to produce camouflage nets, cart-
ridge belts and other war commodities whieh require a great deal of hand labor
and not very much machinery. Also, I think it will be possible to bring about
the relocation of some small commercial industries which have always hired
Japanese labor; for example, a knitting plant and a glove plant wish to move
out of the Military Area to one of the reloeation pointe.

4, There will be considerable opportunity for private employment at
prevailing wages because as you know, the migratory labor supply is getting
smaller right slong. This, however, is a diffieult problem because the wide
dispersal of Japanese will lead tc trouble, particularly for them, unless we

e¢an provide proper safeguards.

5. I em hopeful that, with the change in publie sentiment, there will be
some opportunity for the development of wholly self-supporting Japanese com-
mnities.

¢ orderly basis with ample military protection. If we stick to this kind of pro-
gram, publie fears will decrease.

X(\.! These things will be possible only if the whole migration is maintained on en

~In the meantime, however, new pressures are developing. Many of the same people
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~ who wished to have the Japenese evacuated in the first place are now asking

' that Japanese labor be kept available for various types of work. In the sugar
beet and truck erop areas of the West the demands for stoop labor are beginning
to roll in. Politically this pressure is goiug to be hard to withstand, but if ve
breaek down the orderly prograem and begin to rush Japanese feamilies here and there
simply to meet demands for lsbor, we are once again going to raise fears im the
West. Untoward ineidents would not bo unlikely. I sm putting this statement
in writing beeceause I can assure you that I am going to become inereasingly un-
popular as the weeks go by and'as I resist the demands from this area and that.
I em going to meet the demands only if the Japanese cam be fully protected. This
in turn means that group housing will have %o be aveilable for the Japanese fam~

\ilies - housing to whieh all Japanese may Fetura at might for protestion.

The only two reception centers so far under construction are the Manzanar and
the Colarado River Relocation projeet im Arizona. The Army, itself, is operat-
ing Menzenar and will contimue to do so until the War Reloeation iuthority is
able to take over. This will be some weeks hence. However, the Army does not
wish to staff itself to menage additional reception centers. Imndeed I do not
wish to have the Army do s0 becsuse later om I would only have to take over
steffs which I have not selected. Consequently it is imperative that I move
rapidly so as to be prepared to manage each reception center as it is completed.

/’I"hh to eall to you attention the faet that a definite wage poliey has not

been determined., The wage poliecy question is a ticklish one, For example, if
we were to announee that the Govermment is going to provide the minimum essen-
tials of food, ¢lothing and shelter and, in sddition, would pay 2 maximum ¢ash
wage of $21 a month for public work on such projects, I think the publie would
approve snd we would hear nothing more about the matter. But this would be bad
poliey. We would have established an invitation to laziness. Those who did not
wish to work would receive the seme food and housing ee those who wanted %o
work very hard. The only punishment that might be possible for those who ITe=-
fused to work would be imternment on the grounds that they were sabioteurs. Con=-
sequently ome mmst think in terms of charging each individuel his pro-raia share
of all ¢osts for provisioning, heelth, and education =nd then pay a wage high
enough to permit ecch family to meet these costs and also to heve a small amount
of eash left over for essential clothing and inmeidentals. This in tura would
require a wage scale ranging from, say, $40 & month to {76 & month and, for
an aversge family, would yleld a smaller income than would the plam first men-
tioned, Even so, & wage policy of this sort would meet a storm of publie pro-
test, end might lead %o restrictive legislation. Still another possibility is
4o maintain a set of project aeccounts whieh recorded all expenditures and all
income; the profits, if any, would eventually be paid to the Japsmese. In
the meantime a small cesh allowance would have %o be made $0 each individual.

#F/b Despite the fact that we begin actual operations om the Colorado River
Reloeation Project in the pear future, I wish to postpone the establish~
ment of a definite wage policy for a few moTe wecks. What we propose %o do,
therefore, is to provide whelter and food, and to meke a small cash grend to
each family each month, This poliey will continue only for that imitial period
in which the evacuees are getting the camp in order and while the work program

-
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is being developed. When all is squared away - when the necessery equipment
is on hend end we are ready %o go to work, we shall have to bhave a“ﬂnita

wage poliey.
Colorade River Relocation Pro ject

Attached, in support of our request for funds, is an estimate of expenditures
for the Colorado River Relocation Project. This is necessarily a rather gen-
eral estimate, but it has been prepared with as much esre as possible under the
circumstances., It was developed in cooperation with representatives of the
Office of Indian Affeirs, who were able to draw upon the experience of the Ia-
dian Service in handling housing, feeding and caring for large mumbers of people
under circumstances similar to those whieh will prevail upon the Colorado River
Relosation Project. I believe this is a reasonably good estimate.

I knew three weeks ago, before I oame West, that the Colorade River Reservation
has been selected by the irmy as a Reception Ceuter. I knew that it would be-
come the responsibility of the War Reloeation ifuthority at ite ineeption. Sinee
I had no staff on hend, I entered intc an infomal agreement with the Department
of the Interior, under whiech the Office of Indian Affairs, for the time being,
would serve as the agent of the War Reloeation Authority in administering this
project. In ofher words, on the Colorade River Reloeation Project, the War
Reloeation Authority will determine the broad policy and program. The Office

of Indian Affeirs will edminister the program.

Singe meking these preliminary arrangements with the Offiee of Indian Affairs,

I have selected to be Regional Director of the War Relosstion iuthority in San
Franeisco, ¥Mr, E. R. Fryer, formerly Superintendent of the Navajo Indian Reser-
vetion, who was ehosen by the Office of Indian Affairs to administer the Colo-
rado River Reservation Project. His appointment may meke some change in our
understending with the Office of Indien iffalrs necessary. This is %o say, the
War Relocation Authority may edminister the project direetly, rather tham through
the Office of Indian Affeirs. I intend to discuse this problem with Commission-
er Collier in the immediate ﬂtm.

Whether the project is administered directly by the Wer Relocation Authority or
indirectly on the basis of our original agreement with the Department of the
Interior, the plan of administration om which the attached estimate of expen-
ditures was prepered will not be altered., In faet, time will not permdt any
change in our plans. The mucleus of a2 meanagement staff is already om the ground
at the projeet. Transfer of evacuees to the project will beginm om April 10, It
will reach large proportions om April 15, In a short while we shdll be handling
provisioning and other costs involving 20,000 people. Hense, immediate adminis-
trative action here, and immediate allotment of funds, are necessary. We have
already authorized the m'r of the Projeet to begin expenditures.

Other Projects

The Colorado River Reloeation Project is the only one for which we are now
prepared to submit estimates. It is evident, however, that for the remainder
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This area is under considerstion as a site for a reception center for
10,000 people. Ome of iis primeipal edvanteges is the fact that 1t is sur-
mwmm:mwmmaummnummmru
seoured and developed as permement relocetion centers.

This sres ineludes 25,000 acres of irrigsble loud im four separate parcels
around the ¢ily of Duramgo, Colerado. lilse thougand seres of this aves is
now bedng aequired by the Federal Uovermment. It 1s prodable that a headguer-
ters sits sen be secured fmmediately on Indian lands adjsesnt o the ares.

is »o promect of agricultursl production this year dut ample work will
be provided in developing the ares for futuve uce., The aves is wrder eonsi-
ation : cautey for 6,000 evaguees.

hmmwtuuanm'mmnuhmumw,m
Manzanar Projeet now being eperated by the .rmy must be taken over
possidle by the War Relocatien Authority. Qocupation of this area #as begun
by the Lmmy more tham = week ago. It is intended %o provide for 10,000 evecuees,
On a permanent basis the egricultural possibilitiss of the area will net suppor’
two-

any sich muber. Oonsequently in mameging the srec wedlll be faced with

1. Finding forms of useful work which gan be performed inm
the area,

2, Finding permensut loestion senters tc which the evacuses
hmca.hmmam. be moved,

7
]

r of insuffieient work in this axes is so serious that, even

mzy be willing %0 opsrate the cemter for e considerable peried, it
importsnt to the lomg-time program of the Authority that the projest
at the earliest possible mcment.

planning to be in Washingtom the latvter pert of this week and would like
th you our problems generally and eifieal 1y, 1f you deel re,
needs. I hope you will allot the $10,000 immedictely, as rTequest-
here to thet effect,

i

it o
Ij B

2
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Sisserely

MILTON S, EISENHOWER,
War Relocation Authowity



April 8, 1942

Mr. ¥ilton S, Kiuuhmr./
Director,

War Relooation Authority,
San Francisco, California,

Dear Eiltont

In sccordance with the request contained in your letter dated April
4, 1942, I am enclosing a proposed Nemorandum of Understanding be-
tween the Director of the War Relocation Authority and the Seeretary
of the Interlor with respect to the estsblishment and operation of
the Colorado River FRelocation Project. The memorandum has been
cleared with Mr, Collier and his mssociates. I should like to give

you the following report:

A, Upon the basis of the statement prepared by E. R. Fryer
and L, %, Adems of the Indian Office, and the comments contained in
your letter of April 4, 1942, we prepered a draft Memorandum of Under-
standing whioh contained the substance of the Fryer-Adams statement,
and whioh inecluded all of your suggested changes. Lewis and I dis-
cussed this draft yesterday (Tuesday) with ir, Collier, Mr. Zimmerman,
Wr, MoCaskill, and two other men in the Indian Office. The discussion
was a pleasant one, and resulted in an agreement on all except four
pointss

(1) In Paregreph 7 of the proposed agreement, lr. Collier
objected to specifying thet the Japsnese Council will be elected. IHe
indicated thmt although the elective process may be the ,i.m. way
of selecting the council, he believed that there is insufficlent in-
formation to make thet determinmation at this time. Paragraph 7,
therefore, refers merely to the ulu?n of & oounecil in accordance
with & method that shall be approv ¥ Viar Relocation Authority
before it becomes effective. I believe this is adequate for our
purpose. If the eleotive process is the prefersble one under these
circumstances, we can arrange for it when the detailed plan is sub~-
mitted for ow approval.

(2) In Paragrephs 12 and 14 of the proposed agreement, Nr.
Collier objected to the inoclusion of & provision which would require
all instruction to be in English, which would prohibit Japanese
language schools, and which would prohibit the conduct of religious

¥). 05V
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gervices in the Japanese language. fe could see reason
gquirement of that kind, and I must confess that I agree wi
¥any of the Japanese on the project may not be able to speak
Although instructiom in English should obviously be provided
cannot see the justification for prohibiting instruestiom in
also, loreover, if Jupanese religious services are to be permitted,

I do not understand why they should not be conducted in the Japanese
languages In any event, Paragraph 12, in its present form, leaves

the issue open. It provides merely that the Dureau of Indisn ‘ffeirs
will edminister an educational program in accordance with policies
established by the Wer Reloeation Authority. Likewise, Peragraph 14
permits religious freedom only to the extent that it does not conflict
with the national interest. If we should subsequently determine that
the conduct of religious services in the Japanese langusge is inimicable
to the national interest, it could be prohibited at that time.

no
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(8) 1In Paragreph 12, Mr, Collier also sugzested that mo pro-
vision be made for the system of instruction to follow the California
school program. Here too he felt that the subject should be left for
future determination.

(4) 1In Paragreph 18, lir. Collier objected to the inelusion of
& provision whioh would give the project admisistrator virtuslly com-
plete independence from the supervision of M¥r. Collier's staff, He
understands that your primery concern is one of speed. He believes,
however, that Mr. Fryer will do a better job of administering the pro-
jeet and will also do it with maximum speed, if the staflf services of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs are available to him. I believe ¥r,
Colliér's point is well taken.

¥r. Collier understood that you had not seen the proposed
Memorandum of Understanding that was discussed with him yesterdsy. He
did vnderstand, however, that it embodied your specific comments on
the fryer-Adams statement. Since the four points listed above have
all been handled by postponing the issues involved for future deter-
mination, Mr. Collier was hopeful that the proposed memorandum could be
executed gquickly. With that idea in mind, I have given him several
copies of the memorandum, and have told him that I am sending the
originel to you. If you approve and sign it, Mr. Collier believes
that the concurrence of the Secretary of the Interior can be obtained

quickly.

Be There is also enclosed a draft letter for you to send to
fiayne Coy, requesting an advence of funds to the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. I believe it is important that the funds be advanced from
the allocation made to the War Relocation Authority in order that we
may have some control over them. The letter to Mr. Coy has been
drafted with this idea in mind. It is our understanding that the
funds will be advanced under Section 601 of the Economy Act.
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Ce Inmsmuch as the proposed Memorandum of Understanding is
self-executing, I do not believe it is necessary for us to prepare
a set of directives for Commissioner Collier to send to the adminis-

trator of the project. If you have any specific directions in
mind, I shall be glad to write them up.

I am air-meiling this letter today with the hope that it
will reach you before you leave for Washington this week-end,

Sincerely yours,

Enclosures Philip M, Gliok.
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

A

April 14, 1942

¥r., John collhr,/ Commissioner,
Indian Affairs,
t of the Interior,
Waghington, D, C.

Dear Wr, Collier:

I am enclosing several copies of a revised proposed
Memorandum of Understanding between the ¥ar Relocation Authority
and the Secretary of the InteriorX This revision has been pre-
pared along the lines of our discussion in your office this
morning.

I am very amxious to have this memorandum signed im-
mediately. You will note that I have signed duplicate originals
of the memorandum. Could you secure the signature of the Secre-
tary of the Interior on these duplicate originals this afternoon,
and return them to me as soon as possible?

e will proceed as npidly as possible, in cooperation
with your people, to formulate in greater detail the progrun for
the work to be done on the land, as well as the proposals for
community menagement and government., I hope to be able to come~
municate with you further on both of these items in the near
future.

I understand that your lawyers will prepare & first draft
of an improvement lease to be entered into by the Colorade River
Indian tribes and the War Reloecation Authority. We shall be
prepared to examine this form of lease &s soon as you submit it
to us.

“incerely yours,

M, 8, Eisenhower,
Eneclssures Director.

4. 050
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EVACUATION OF JAPANESE FROM WEST COAST

The evacustion order, of people of Japemese descent, from the West Coast
m.unmdmmmzwundhmmmtbmﬂm The
Jepanese who are to be ovacumted, through orgenizations and individuals, have
expressed their willingness snd cagerness to cooperate wholeheartedly in
this progrem of removal, ummmmsmm-unmmwo{
the removal order, mmm.m,m:mmwwi
proportions in the history of this country - not alome for the Japansss evec-
uecs but also for the Govermment iuthorities charged with the exmescution of the
order.

Ihe Charagteristies of the Jepanese Populatiom
Ths 117,000 Japanese, citizens and aliens, who are now residemt in the

prohibited mone, constitute well over ninety percent of the total Japonese
population of the econtinental United States. Two-thirds of this populatiom
are ¢itizens, most of whom have lived in tids country all thelr lives, A
majority of the non-eitizems has resided in this country since 1924,

The oecupational characteristics of the Japanese are diverse tut for
the population as a whole there i1s & marked tendency toward specialization in
gertain types of activity, Agriculture snd domestic service comstitute the
two outetanding eategories of employment, with wholesale amnd retail trade loom-
ing as an impertant astivity.

There are two broad divisions of the populstion which are of some signifi-
cange: the issel, or those born in Japan; and the misei, or those borm in
the United States. The average ago of the issel is about 60 and the average
age of the niui.abmt 20. The younger generation has, of course, been much

more exposed to imericen culture than the older gemeration but glib generalities
=l
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about the degree of "imerieanization" are $o be mistrusted. h.ot&t_l_l_g_l_t.
mmmmumm.mmmunzmmw
«ma_-__uahmnuaummmtammt life. Cultural
affiliation, sometimes used as & measmure of loyslty, follows mno hard amd fast
rale,
The Evolutien of a Pxogram
mm&muamm'um«mnwmmym
ton from the prohibited ares, and the apprehension of known dangerous aliens,
vmmummuammmnmmmwmnw
$ively few Jepanese leaving (about 8,000), with eonsidersble resentment from
inland srees to which the Japamese were migrating, and with unressonsble emd
unwerranted perseeution of the evacuees,
The result of the failure of a policy of voluntary eveeuation was the
promulgation by Lt. Gemeral DeWitt, Westemrn Defense Cammend and 4th irmy,

¢n~mm-wm:wumnmmmuu
aed
area under Ammy supervision, m-mm'ﬁrummmmc-

fective March 20th.
h”u“m%du#mﬂu.mnmm
lished the Wertims Civil Control idministrctiom. The Federal Reserve Bemk
of San Franeisco was designated to assist evacuees in the disposal and manage-
ment of property left by evacuses., The Famm Security /dministration wes
designated to arremge for substitute famm operation on sgricultural lands
ebandoned by evecuees in order to assure o minimm loss of production. There
was also ereated a new agency, the Jar Relosation Authority, to assist the
4vmy in earrying out evacuation of military areas, to develop and supervise
ole
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an orderly progrem of relosatiomy 1o provide work opportunities for evacuees
and to protect evacuees as well asthe populstions of the avea %o which they
migrate.

The#s was esteblished mechinery for ordérly «nd suparvised svicuatiom of
Japemese from military mones, the care of evecuees and their property, the
continued production of sbandomned agriculturel rescurees, and the final losa-
tion and employment of evecueos in inlend areas. 4 comprehensive progrem wes
under way.

Ihe Mechsnios of Reloeation

By egreement :momg the seversl ageneies charged with executing the order-
1y progrem of evacustiom, several stages of removal have been established,
Japenese axe brought together in the prohibited military zome st whot are
ealled "assembly points”., Here they eve temporerily housed snd fed while they
ars given physical ememinetious snd reglstered by the Wartime Civil Contrel
idministretion. As soon as sites are selected in inlend seveas and wminimum
essential facilities constructed, the Japenese sre moved to projecte salled
“reception cenfers”.  The Wartime Oivil wwtﬁ\mm
for the eare and delivery of evacuses to reception cemters. mmn-mm%
nmwummmumuu.wmm:uuuu
mtvtuuhmmu mmm:m.bn.%nu-hm
sites for residence O always with enough sgricultural lsnd et least to meke the
the population sgriculturelly self-sufficient and often with the ides in mind of
growing agricultursl produce for the market. In sddition, it is contemplated that
eersain industriel activities will be established either on or edjecent to pro-

-
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jects in omder fully to employ the skills of the evacuses in produstion
effort that will contribute on the one hend, to the war effort and, on
the other hand, to the support of evacuses. Ultimately, the progran com-
mmmuuac—xmmwmunumn
sgricultural projects or in industricl setivity. It is also possible that
mcmmnnmmmmmwwn-
mmumm.m.awummumm
construction. Fimel losstion of evacuses mway {rom reception centersg will
hWnnmrltmmum“thMﬂwﬁ
dar Felocation Authoritys It is already cleer that the finsl step will
requide time snd carsful plenning. |



mmn'
" 4pril 14,
Selection of Reception Comters T

A% the presemt time some six reception csmters have been selscted. It
is estimsted that these projects will accommodsiec about 90,000 Japeness evac-
uees. All but ome project comtains sgricultursl land which is subjeet to ime
mediate oultivetion uﬁu- irrigation. Most of the projeets, however, will
require further constmuction and develorment before cultivable land esn be put
to use. After all projects are fully developed, thers will be some (29,000
acres available or about 4 aores per individual,

Nearly 100 proposals for the establishment of reception centers have been
considered by the War Reloecation Authority. Memy of the propesals considered "
were submitted by privete realtors and speculators whose chief motive was the “

sale of unsuitable property et a profit. lamy other proposals eculd not be
considered at this time because they were too small to sccammodate the minizsm

mmber of evacuees for whiech adequate protection could be afforded by the Army.
The minimmm requirement tentatively established is & project suitable for the
location of 5,000 evacuees.

411 reception centers contemplaste the accommodation of evacuees by family
units. Indeed, a guiding prineiple in the removal progrsm from the assembly
point to the reception center, to the ultimate locationg has been the mntm%
of the femily unit.

Organizing 8 Project Astivity

Each reception center will be superviscd by = responsible officer of the
War Relocation iuthority and a meall staff of technicians., Housing, physieal
development of the pro jeot, ineluding agricultural lemd, health, medical care,
Mu-mowvmmmnnumntommmam |
project director and his steff. Productive work, ineluding sgricultural and wi

-5
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al activity, on the pro ject itself, will likewise be supervised. By an arrsnge-
ment with the Ammy, policing aetivities will be undertaken by military guards.

in effort will be made to delegate to the mewbers of the commnity as
mach responsibility es possible for the internal orsapization cf the project
ineluding the establishment and meintensnce of a demoerstically organized govern~
ment. The project director will be served by =m advisory eouncil eleeted from the
comminity. Organiszetion of stodes and warious types of service sctivities for
the commnity itself will largely be the responaidility of elected representa-
tives of the group. Adviee and asaigtance will be given by membders of the
steff of the Authority. Coopersative, produstion activity will be encouraged as
o means of meeting the wvariety of serviee funetions necessary %o the orderly
operation of the conmmnity.

Production for the Wer Effort

Besides the activity designed to produce a food supply and to perform the
necessary service functions for the commmnity, it is contampluted that each
pro jeet will undertake certain types of produstive sctivity which will, on the
one hand, help defer the costs of resettlement and, on the other hund, contiib-
ute %o the war production effort. IProjects have been selected which will per-
mit the production of agriculture produse for the market. However, by no means
most of the Jepsnese are fitted for farming, end, if they ware, no project
contains sufficient agricultural land to pexmit full employment of all able
bodied persoms to be loeated at the reception cemters. IFurther, the Japanese
have 'within their group many productive skills vhich cun be nuch more effec-
tively used in industrisl astivity. Likewise, msny of the women and younger

people ean only be employed effectively on a part-time basis. 1% is, uuutm.&

-6~
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contemplated that certain industrial activity will be set up on each project.
In some instsnces this may be under direct supervision of project memagers and
in some instances it may be by contractual arrangement with privete industry
willing to loeate it facilities adjecent to the projeet. Supervised indus-
trisl employment suggested has included the making of ceamouflage nets, repalr
of shoes and uniforms, and the msking of eartridge belts for the ixmy. &
glove menufscturer and a knitting mill, both formerly employing Japanese

labor have inmdiceted & willingness to remove their facilities to reception cen~

ters and to contimue production there.

Eaeh site haspe-n selected with the possidility 13 mind of underteking
certain types of publie improvement work adjacemt to the sits, inecluding such
activities as conservation improvements, small flood control operatioms, stream
bank protection, snd similsr sctivities. Also comsidered in the selection of
sites was the aveilability of work opportunities, particularly in agriculture,
in ad jacent areas.

Private Hmployment

The most haressing problem which now faces the War Relocation iuthority is
the matter of private employment swey from reception cemtersp in agriculture “‘.;
in industry. Alveady demesnds are arising in meny querters for the use of Japan-
ese labor to overeome serious problems of loecal shorteges incident to the migra-
tion of lebor awsy from areas where they are accumstomed to work, Jlate-war in-
dmstries and to join the mititery ferees, L-mw”. whieh
-é"'muo«mum. is now under consideratiom. Orgemized sugar beet
growers in Montena and Coloredo ere particularly vocifercus in their demends for

P
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immediate importation of Janunese laborers. They contend they will be ucable
umtmmumpmmwmwummmmm
mummmwmmtmhwnnumubu. Loeal
eommnities in Montana and Colorado and State offiecials, however, asre unalter-
ﬁnwuhﬂmmm‘onimthlnmm(t) they can be given
assurence that the evacuees will be removed after the war (b) that adequate
unmmuumtm.mo.nmtmmmmnﬁn
mpumza-mnnnmarmﬂmmshum(c) that no Japemese
will be permitted to cwn or lease land, .
ummwmmotunwuunhww.nw
confidently be enticipsted that demands for the use of evacues labor will Like-
wise increase. Since these demands sarise from perfectly understandable motives
oraduhnto-hnmﬂtaﬁduaﬁqmdhnmﬁwamm
candid hamddtw.mdmﬁ.u is one thet is freught with temptations
for exploitation. So far, there has been no definite crystalizetion of poliey
and procedure concerming the use of evacuee labor in situations of this sort.
It is ressonably eertein, however, that mo responsible ageney of the Federal
Govermment will permit unrestricted snd unsupervised use of evacuee lubor
by orgsnizations or persons umsympzthetle and unfriendly to the plight of ﬂm_@
evacuees themselves. The approval of the War Relocstion Authority and its |
Mﬂpﬂm.nmnmmabmdmmhmuoem,m
slvesdy elear, vili, that within the framework of emderly and effeckive -
muﬁaa,omwctftﬂwinhmhmmmmﬂ-mn-
mucn:wmlumutm.mmmmmun

B
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for ithe maximm productive sffort.

A field of privete employment of Japanese thas . pramises to provide
reasonable opportunity for productive effort and that offers a possibility
of establishing fair eonditions of work is the establishment of swall indus-
tries adjacent to pr jects. As mentioned earlier, several proposals have
beem mede by private industry and 1t eam be anticipated that additionsl
opportunities will be Tfortheoming. The problem for the fFer Relocation Luthors-
ity is to develop sach activity of this sort which will meet several conditioms:
(a) That it will provide mo opportuniiy for sabotage {b) That 1t will con~
tribute materially to the wer effort (e) That it will effectively utilize the
skills, both demonstrated and potential, of the evecuees and (4) That it will
afford reasonable hours, mlm conditions of work.

In temms of the broad objectives of the War Relocation iuthority, the most
promising opportunities for private femployment of Jepanese geend to lie in the
field of industrial sctivity where such esetivity ean be brought to the pro ject.
MaMﬁﬂhWWindﬁ:wfmmm
sbuse and exploitetion, reduces the responsibility of polieing and ayoids an~-
tagonism of other imeriecems. It has, however, the disadventage of isolating
tm:wﬂﬂmhuw'lumrmﬁmwam
In the present emergensy, and with the ineressing attitude of am-uﬁol
pert of most imericens, the loss ineident %o pertial isolation becomes less im-
portent them it might otherwise be. '

Attitude of Inland States

The attitude of individusl, commmities and states in the inlend erea, ewey-

from t$he prahibited zome, toward the movement of Japanese to"their” areasy is
e
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pretiy largely what might heve Leem expected. This phase of the problem is im,
itselsf, an interesting study ia mess psychology. it least four distinet phases
are discermable. Surprise wae guickly followed by fear, to whieh was added anger
and finally chegrin.

The present violemse »f pudlic reaction in the inlond states 1s largely
motivated by fear of ap unkmown peocple of foreign race, the military exploits of
whse forcbears are currenitly causing disiress to so memy /meriesns., This fear
was greatly asccemtusted by the uncomirolled and unasupervised inft ltration, by
"voluntery evaeuation”., With the knowledge that evacuation $o the inlend states
would be sceamplished by eontrol and supervision, feer largely shangsd o snger
and, in mamy iastences when 1% was observed by some that California was using
military exigeneies "o get rid of a long a worrisome problsm”, finally to che-
grin, To mm% it briefly, general public resction was at the beiling point.

It still is.
The conference held in Salt Lake City with the Governors and other officisls

is both grim anl revealing evidence of the attltude of the leadership, at least,
in the inlend states. Lvidences of "politics as usuel", unrestreined racial
hetred, jJealousy of states’ rights, and disregard of demperatic principlss were widely
prevalsnt., Charges of incompetence ou the pavt of the Federal Government and
uéortumumuu.mormpsamumunamwmm. A com-
siderable sentimeni was for the interument of Japanese, citizen and elien alike,
in concentration cumps and their use as "slave" l2bor,.

Mm;muiatoa&mhhn“amxlwum
sufficiont Federal funds for policing, in orvder to “solve ocur problem”. This
suggestion was widely endorsed by « mmmber of the Govermors

Despite the vigorous and militant attitude on the part of State offieciels,

=10-
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mewumutpal@muﬂm.thGth:mn
from the West Coast. They likewise accepted the prinmeiple of establishing
receptiion centers under Federal responsibility. They wanted, however, assur-
mmmwmmmmumnuqm%
swd.mtthamsmuhmmﬂ.m,tutmum
be permitted to own or lease land, and that &mWMhnﬂm‘w
imdmigrated to their states be takem into -nu! at reception ecemters.

mmam-mua«ﬁm-utﬂ"erﬁmm-nu
pmlﬂo.fwﬁotinhdnatkaﬁ.wamﬂdomlﬂuw
from project. Thitattitude also throws into serious guestion the feasibility of
Mtluommaumﬂonurmuum-wmrmmc:
eenters.

Attitude of Japanese

No very reliable evidemce is aveilable on the attitude of the whole
Japsnese population toward the progrem of relocation in interior states. With
mwzm,anmuwnwmunuum-um
hearted and active cooperation with the Army smd the War Reloeation Authority.
Their behavior in promptly obeying instruetion; in gathering at assembly points,
umm:nws-m,hmumwmm«
their publie expression. hh.whnmdﬂnhh.

Their cooperative behavior cannot be taken as proof of their "desire” to
evacuate, however. Sinee the Japanese are first and foremost humen beimg s,
they camnot be cxpected to feel emything but regret at being suddenly uprooted
from their homes, property and means of earming a livflihood. Indeed, consider-
able latent resentment unquestionably is the experiemce of memy. In & ecanvass
of some thirty-odd Japemese cooks in Sam Franeiseo, in an effort to reeruit

=11l-
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cooks for reception cenmters, all but nine politely, in effeet said, "To hell
with i%; I'1l wait until I'm foreed to move".

The peremnial Japenese smile is no index of delight. Their willingness
htmmpﬂmtmnhﬁdlmlwhMumm.atlﬂstmﬁvur‘,
is, however, encoureging. It does not take mueh imegination te realize thet the
mﬂcmﬂhmmnwmtkdrmﬁHMamhh.ﬂ
not determinent effeet on their ultimate loyalty. Since past disorimination
eannot fail to have left its mark, sand since the present evaeuation, no matter
how valid & military measure, cannot fail to tax loyalty, the future course of
the war is a factor of influence thet eamnot be overlooked.

The most articulate smd the most orgsnized express om of opinion of Jepam-
oese ettitude hes come from the Japanese-imeriean eitizen league. m-mu-é
tion claime to be the only one that can adequately represent the Jepanese. Sinee
it puts great emphasis on citizenship end sinse its members are restricted to
eitizens, 1t cannot, of eourse, pretend to represent the whole Japamaese vopula-
tion nor the emtire point of view. It is however, a responsible organizstion and
certainly its suggestions to the War Reloeation Autherity are constructive ones.

The Jepanese /imerican Citizen Lesgue has volunteer8d its services to be used
in vhatever mammer the Govermment sees fit. Ihmhnumumuww._
of essistence not unlike the present progrem of the War Relocatiom iuthority. |
Special emphasis is glven by the Citizens League to the damger of isolation end
the prohibition of contacts with other imericans. As they rightly point out,
much of the population has growm up in close associaton with other imericamns.
They abhor amnd greatly fear the dsmgers of "Little Tokyos”, perticularly for
the younger group.
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The War Reloecatiom Authority thus faces = neat problem of necesserily
fostering cultural specializetion im the faes of demends for assimmlation
by the Japamese themselves. Whether amy such view is representative of isseis,
whatever its functionsl significance, may be mabject to serious guestionm.

™is $1tizens doague also calls for religious tolsrence, induding toler-
ance of those of Buddhist faith who represent about half of the $otal populatiom.
mtwmmpp-titmmtm-mmmu.
subjeet to serious strain if ettention is not given to their suggestions.

Not the least important suggestions mede by the Citizens lesgue is a
broad opportunity for loeal self-gove mments for which the League feels the
Jepanese is emimently suited. They are alsc concerned lest inadequate opror-
tunity be provided for produetive work which will comtribute to the far effort.
Finally, they urged that citizens be permitted to serve in the armsd forces.

It ie reasonably elsar that the Japanese population as & whole acecepts the
progrem of evacuation and will cooperate with it fully. It is likewise clear
that they expect and hope for humane treatment in keeping with principles of
demoeracy. They hope to be given e chance to become self supporting and they
wish %o participate in the war effort. They, in turn,may be expected to conform
to regulations, to take a large measure of responsibility for internal organiza-
tion and eperstion of commmities, and to become self suffieient if opportuni-
ties for productive effort are availesble, In drief, the Japanese may be counted
nhmt“rdunqthbunh.
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The speed with which it is necessary to relocate Japamese in inland
States will make the program an expensive ome in terms of costs., The
agricultural resources of most of the projects require considerable develop-
ment before they cem be plsced in full production. Simee fhe development
work, which will be undertaken by the Japamese , will secrue as benefits to

M
publie menqhn returns will be eonsiderable. But the returns will

be in kind rather tham in eash. As agricultural resources become fully
developed cost of feeding the population esn be expeeted to decline. If
the presemnt war proves to be a long ome, feeding the population - which is
now estimated to cost $1,500,000 a month - will deeline sharply. Similarly,
as pro jects become organized amd industrial ectivity is ereated, returns in
the form of industrial produets will inerease. However, it is likely that
meny industrial activities will be under publiely spomsored progreams of
production. Returns from such produetion will again be im kind rather tham
in eagh. Finally, until productive activities, both industrial and agricul-
tural, can be orgamnized eonservation and other types of public work adjacent
to projects may be the most immediately feasible underiakingy.

On the whole, as the program is now shaping up, it eppears that mnm.
of operating the projeets will require 2 considerable outlay of eash by the -
Federal treasury - probably 75 or 100 million dollars. Returns from this ouﬂ.u‘,
in the form of useful public works on and off projeets, in sgricultural production,
snd in the production of war goodgy will also be great. Mnﬁnnd.um'
however, yield eash revemmes for the operation of projects under present proced-

-1ld-



ROUGH DRAFT
April 15, 1942
Vanee Rogers:MV
ures of public fimancing. It is important, therefore, that the sizable
appropriation necessary for the operation of the program be considered in
the light of the total produetive effort, ineluding the goods and services,
of all the projects.
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April 24, 1942

Hon, Mon C, Wallgren
United States Sensator

Washington, D, C.
Dear Senator Wallgren:

I have just returned to San Francisco from Washington, D. C.
I am sorry that earlier acknowledgment has not been given you
to your letter of April 16,

As you no doubt know, voluntary evacuation of Japanese aliens

and Japanese American citizens was the policy prior to March 29,
That policy led to numerous difficulties. Indeed, we reached a
point where there was genuine concern azbout the safety of many
people involved, Consequently, General DeWitt discontinued all
voluntary evacuation. Henceforth, all evacuees will move from
the military area to new communities of not less than 5,000
population., These communities will be on Federally cwned land
and will be protected by the Federal Covernment. Within each
area the evacuees will have full opportunity to earn a livelihood
by farming, subjugating land, doing conservation work and related
things.

We do not have plans for the location of a project in Grant County,
Further, you may be sure that if a project is to be placed anywhere
in the State of Washington the matter will be taken up with the
Governor by the military establishment.

When I am in Washington sometime in the near future I should like
very much to meet informally, off the record, with you and other

Senators from the Western States to give you full information on

the program now underway. ;

With kind regards, 1 am

Sincerely yours,

=f=fd _[E C1
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April 24,

Henorable Hareld De Smith,
Pirector, Duremu of the RHuiget,
washington, D Cs

Dear Uirscter Smiths

This letter explaines the relstionship of the “ar Reloeatieon
Authority and the Duresu of Indiam Affelrs and points to the need
for the retention in Veshington, De Ce of sufficimt Indian Puresu
personnel to eflectuste the existlng agreement Letween the twe
‘w‘&..‘

I realize, of ecourse, what s critiocal space problem thers is
in Yashingtom, and it is only after I have considered numercus
sltornetives mnd disearded them that I submit this recommendetion,

iven befere the President had sizned Exeecutive Order 9102,
the Colerade Hiver Regervetion had been selected as & relocatiom
site for Japsnese svacuses. Construction wes to start immediately
and ovaguees were scheduled %o begin arriving at the project esrly
in fpril, Conseguently, lmmedlastely after my eprointwest, I
entered into an syreement with the Seeretary of Interior and the
Commissionsr of Indian Affsirs, under which the Commisslioner would
adainister the Colorade River Eslocsbion Project for ¥e Re Ae
Ve Re Ae would establish the major policies and programy the Come
missloner would sffectumto these for Ve Re Ae Funds were to be
trensforred to the Commlssloner to defray all project costs.

Subsequently, we found that equipment, provislons, snd
suplies could be obtaimed for this and other projects only tlrough
the Army. UNeneoe, the housskeeoping phases of the agresment wers
chenged whereby the “ar Releomtion Authority would place funds st
the dispossl of the Army to pay for materials ordered by ¥e Re he
Funds for aduinistretive and related expenses wers transferred to
the Bureau of Imdien Affalrs, 2Put the beslio agreemsnt remained
the same == the Dureaun administers the projeet for ¥, Ke Ae

Hajor policles are being developed dalily om project selfe
zovermmwnt, enlistment, educatiom, health, public werks, agriculture,
manufaeturing, and o hoet of other thinge, It clearly is not
pessible for ¥, Re ie to lay such icles down in advance for the

aAary
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Director, Bureau of the Budget « 2 =

it is imperative that we have reasonable uniformity in fundemental
policies on all projects, whether these are administered direectly
or indirectly by the ¥War Relocation Authority,.

Another things We are having diffieulty in finding resources
on which to locate Wareduration projects. Ye may therefore be
compelled to place a fourth community of 10,000 evacuees on the
Colorado River Reservation (we are now bullding faeilities for
three == one of 10,000 end two of 5,000)s In other words, present
plans oall for the Colorado River Relocation Projeet to earry a
sixth of the total and it may possibly have to carry a fourth of
the total of all Japanese evacuses.

Comnissioner Collier and I will have te work together closely
at all times. I do not know how meny of his personnel he would
have to retain in Washingtons The Bureau of the Budget, of course,
would make that determination if it favorably considered my request,

I shall deeply appreciate your giving consideration to this
matter, I shall return to Washington on Thursday, April 30, and
will be available for censultation, if you wish,

Sincerely yours,

e B4 E’-m"'
Director,

4 okd 26
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

SaN Francisco, CaLiFerNIa, OFFICE
WHiTcome HoTeL BuiLping

April 28, 1942

Mr. Dave Davidson

Chairman, USDA War Board

Agricultural Adjustment Administration
Berkeley, California

Dear Mr, Davidson:

I realize it would be helpful if someone in authority could now

say definitely whether evacuees who will be located at the Tule

Lake Relocation Center will be available for private employment

in seasonal agricultural work this coming fall., A definite answer
would, of course, immediately affect the management plans of far-
mers in that area. However, there is no one in the Government or
outside the Government who cen now give a final answer. It is

only possible to state an official attitude and to express a hope
with respect to circumstances that may prevail as the war progresses.

It has been demonstrated that dispersal of evacuees without pro-
tection is, for the time being, out of the question. Protective
services by the Army to guard against civil disturbances are so
limited that it is not feasible to provide guard services for
groups of less than 5,000 people,.

In the management of relocation centers, we must put the safety of
the United States, of the local communities, and of the evacuees
first. Gainful employment outside relocation centers will be pos-

|(sible only within the conditions imposed by military necessity and
by positive assurances of safety.

As you no doubt know, all able-bodied evacuees will be siven an
opportunity to enlist for the duration of the war in the War
Relocation Work Corps. If military and other circumstances so
dictate, the enlistees will stay within the protected areas. They
will subjugate the land. They will produce food. They will build
and operate schools and hospitals., They will engage in simple
manufacturing. ’

S—
) If the enlistees are needed in private employment end if protective
services are available, they could be granted furloughs from the
War Relocation Work Corps for specified periods of time.

/______/—\




2 = Mr. Dave Davidson - %/2&/42

General DeWitt has made it clear that workers may be recruited for
private employment provided those hiring the workers pay transporta-
tion, recruit on a wvoluntary basis through the United States Employ-
ment Service, pay prevailing wages without displacing other labor, |
provide facilities for at least the minimum essentials of living,
and provided the states and local commumities give assurance that
they can maintain law and order.

LR

N ———
Finally, I should like to express a personal attitude. No one

hopes more than I do that the evacuees, moved out of their normal
economy, may make the maximum contribution to production. I wish
conditions were such that they could all engage in private employ-
ment. At present, the military situation, publiec attitudes, and
the general inability to guarantee safety, all mitizate against
private employment. I hope very much that fundamental conditions
will rapidly change., However, I cannot foresee the future. That
is why I cannot zive a definite Yes or No answer.

With kind personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

AT

¥. S, Eisenhower
Director
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Hr. %. 8. BEisemhower,Director &__
fiar Relocation Authority A
#nitcomt Hotel Building

1231 sarket Street

San Pranciseco, Californie

Desr Er. Elaenbower:

Yesterdsy ofternoon Mr., Ernest E. Hastch informed me that he had
ap eppointment with Lisutenant Coloneli Bemdetson end afterwards
with you. 1 sssume thet thie ia the resalt of our recommendation
of him. Heediess to ssy, 1 am plessed that you ere foliowing up
sn the opportuniiy of obtsining Hr. Hatgh's services, becsuss I am
certain that 7ou will obtaim a good men and becsuse I feel that

he esn be of sors walue to the mar effort im your orgamization,
than in some routine army work.

Sinee he will sse you teday, I am jresuming on his appoiniment
snd asking his Lo deliver to you un andwer Lo your ietter of
yapterday end some further couments regurding the subject of the
use of Je enese leborers from the Tule Lske Reilocation Center.

I epprecinte the trouble thet you took in eatting oat &t con-
siderebie length the status of possible private employment of
Jepsnese who will be locsted in reloestion centers. iy is

difficult, I reslize, to make positive statemenis, and ilne situstion
is such that nothing short of 2 jositive stateament sesas W0 be very
mach good. However, your letter did indicale sone possibli.ity snd,
sipce we sre go much concerned with obtsining pra&uotionfigricnlturtl
commodities, wirich otherwise just would not be prouduced, I sas fol-
lowing our conversation with this letter. .

The following two peragrephs ere uoted from your letier:

*I{ the enlistees are nesded in privite employment and
if protective services zre svelisbie, they could be
grented furloughs from the iur Feleeation Work Lorpe
for specified perieds of tiue.

vGeneral De¥itt has msde it cleer thet workers mey be
recruited for privete empioyment provided those hiring
the workers pay tremsportstion, reeruit on & voluntary
basie through the lnited States Employmsmt Service, pay
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prevailing wages without displacing other labor, provide

facilities for at least the winimum essentials of living,

and provided the states and locsl comsunities give sssurance

thet they can meintain law and order."
If I interpret these statements correctly, they indicate the
posgibility that the Jspanese can be used in private eaployment
and they indicate the conditlons under which Genersl DeRitt would
spprove of such private employment. As I understand the situation
in the Tule Lake Ares, it would be entirely fessible to meet those
conditions end I am guite certain thet satisfectory sssurence cen
be obteined that those conditions will be met, if the locsl people
are given an understanding of what is necessery. We ere so wueh
interested in this subject thet if you would indicate iLhe desire-
bility of getting the proper commitmenta from thope concernec, we
will be glad to do what we can to obtain sny type of sssurance that
you want., Aidaittedly the time is short, but the matter ia guite
important so we would like to try, if there is any poselbility thst
we cen secomplish the production of these sdditionsl acreages of
sugar beets and potatoes.

1 tmve checked further and I find thet the labor will all be used
within a comparstively short distence from the relocstion cenler,
probably not more than 10 miles in eny cese. Also the number needed,
ir addition to the expected supply of labor that will be othersise
sveilable, should be somewhere between 500 and 1000 workers. It
would be sdvantageous to have them during the beet thinning sesson,
but thet will not be entlrely necessary. The really lmportent
seriod is during the harvest, which would begin in September and
curry through November with the peak lsbor demsnd in October. A&ll
the guestions of methods of employment, wages, trasnsportation, etc.
are @etails which I zm certein cen be hendled without eny difficuity
whatsoever.,

1t will, of course, be necessary for General LeWitt or you to
indieste the type of protection thet will have to be provided by
the Btate or local suthorities. However, in regerd to thet I am
guite certain that we can obtain whatever is needed.

Pleage do not consider me unduly persistent on this metter, but
1 have the feeling that there still is a poseibility of obteining
this agricultural production snd I cannot cease working on the
project while there is such & possibility. 4ilso I believe sincerely
that Tule Leke provides an opportunity for the private employment
fof Jupenese from the relocation center in just exactly the mamner
in which you would like to have many of those Jspenese used. In
atser words, this looks like the kind of thing that would be
mutuslly beneficisl to all phuses of the war effort, perticularly
produetion of needed agricultural comsodities and the satisfectory
use of these people, who must be under supervision during the wer.
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If I can be of eny further assistance to you in this matter,
or in snything else regarding your work, please do not hesitate
to esll on me.

Thenking you for your consideration end trusting th:t something
definite may be worked out, I am )

Very truly yours,

Dave Dsvidson, Chairmsn
Celifornie USDA War Boerd

DD:mgh
cc: Devidson
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. WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

WASHINGTON

*Only about 20 percent of the approximetely 75,000 American-
mwnmmm.mmm—wm
Washington, and m-mmtommmmtu,um
opinion of Milton S, Eisenmhower, director of the war relocation
MW.

This statement is wholly without foundation as an expres-
sion of my opinion., At no time have I mede any statement, pub-
licly or confidentially, as to what percentage or how many
Amorican~born Japanese may be loyal or disloyal. In fact, I have
no information on this subject.

Your story slso gives the impression that I disclosed cer-
tain facts discussed with_Nembers of Congress at an executive
session which was closed to the press., I do not know from what
source you obtained your so-called informati '

mmmmnun,ndum,quu;

8
g

ethical to seek to give this impression through : quotation,
Sincerely yours,
/é 5%,

U it iiritsmmprsrimne{

‘M. S. Eisenhower
Director

803



Story appearing in Herald & American,
Chicago, Illdnbis
April & 1942

DECLARES ONLY 20% OF {60
U. S.=BORN JAPS LOYAL 41

Evacuation Chief Describes
Problems of Relocation

By Cole E. Morgan,
Special to the Chicago Herald-American.

Washington, April 18.,--Only about 20 per cent of the approxi-
mately 75,000 American-born Japanese in the three Pacific Coast
states —- California, Washington and Oregon —- are loyal to the
United States, in the opinion of Milton 5. Eisenhower, director of the
war relocation authority.

Eisenhower, it was disclosed today, gave this estimate to a
committee of west coast representatives in Congress, at a behind-
closed-doors session on progress of evacuation and plans for the
removal and resettlement of Japanese, aliens and citizens, from the
prohibited military zones recently proscribed by lieut, Gen. John L,
Dewitt, commanding the army's Pacific coast area,

HEADED BY REP. FORD

This committee, headed by Representative Leland Ford of
California, was created some weeks ago by a conference of all west
coast Senate and House members to deal with the problems arising
out of evacuation and relocation of Japanese from the military zones,

Eisenhower has Jjust returned from a several weeks stay in the
far west laying plans for the agency he heads to relocate the
Japanese as the army evacuates them,

Eisenhower said he felt his first problem was, after the
dapanese were evacuated by the army and placed in the Manzanar interne
ment camp in Owens Valley, Cal., to get them housed and encourage
them to get into production,

INTERNMENT ONLY WAY

The director said he had found violent opposition to infiltra-
tion by the Japanese and was convinced that intermment was the only

803



way to ¥ ke care of them at this time,

Lavor shortages in the western states, particularly in the
beet /growing areas, was serious and the beet growers were inclined
to flavor the Japanese being permitted to work in these areas,

said, while the general populace would resent the Japanese
being brought into these localities.

' Through Gen. Dewitt, he explained, it had been worked out to
/ have the farmers among the Japs the last to evacuate, and although
. they were being carefully guarded, they would be permitted to begin

the raising of crops,

CLEAN UP CAMPS FIRST

Bmployment of the internees could start, Eisenhower said, by
having them clean up and improve the internment camps, develop raw
lands, cultivate farm products which would furnish foed, and later
hand manufacturing work could be carried on,

Eisenhower said he thought at the present public lands should
be used and put into production and that perhaps later private lands
could be acguired by the government, which could then be bought and
sold as improved lands after the war,

He developed that after the problem of housing and feeding the
internees, other problems would come up, such as burying the dead,
establishing American schools, furnishing medical supplies, ete.

SEEKS LAND BAR

He definitely felt that the Japanese should not be permitted to
acquire land, even after the war, but that was strictly a federal
problem and not one which could be handled by the states,

Eisenhower described a site near Phoenix, Ariz., a reservation
occupied by the Pina Indians, This area contains 7,000 acres and
could produce, if developed and further improved by irrigation, and
could be made a paying propesition by the government, thereby
diminishing initial expenses to some extent, he said.

803



¥r, ¥ilton S. Eigpenhower

302 Adminjstration Building

Us Se Department of Agrieulture
Washington, De Co

Deayr kr. Sigsenhower:

This report is submitted as of Tuesday, May 5, 1942. kv, Smith,
Froject Mamager, Gila Project, infomed me that the contract had
mmmmcm.:.u h. The eontrsctor is givem 50 days
frem notice %o proceed. He has not yet received notice, but has
broken ground and has set up his sawmill at the railroad.

Colonel Hanmsston and Major Durbin of WCCA held a conference with

lir, Fryer and me yesterday evening. They proposed that we pre-

sent to General Dewitt an agreement and request for mobilization
type ecnstruction by the imy Engineers om all projeects instead

of T.0. type of eonstruction, modified. In their opiniom, the
modifications which we were requiring pructically mede the build~
ings mobilization type of construction, They discussed in suame
deteil the Military Police barracks area. We disecovered that the
idea of watchtowers for relocation centers was prevalent. ir,

Fryer and I both opposed the comstruction of any sauch towers. I
have persopmally hed eomsiderable experience with watehmen statiomed
in towers. It ie my opinion that a watchtowsr furnishes a good
firing platfomm. But in limiting ingress and egress, growmd positions
are essential. The watchtower has its greatest value for cbservation
through fisld glasses or other instruments at lomg range during day-
light. The guestion of femeing relccation centers also arcse.

There are adventages in & tiswe- or five-strand fenee which ocutlines
the limits of the senter. There is nothing to be gaimed, and conw
mmu;mu-uwcmmawmnmmm.

Papers on the Delta, Uik project were forwarded to you by alrmeil
last night, lay I empbasize the necessity for secrecy until the

Ue 8. Engineers heve filed on the water rights ani the water stock
bas been secowmlated. kr. Lindville left last night for the Beardsley
area nurthwest of Phoeniz. He will meet a representative of the U. S
 Engineers there and complete the site board work. The project ie
ready to be written up, recamending approval, Hessrs. Utz and
Webater left this afterncom for Cody, Wymming to investigate the Sho-
shone area, 1 have arrenged for a representative of the U, 5. Amy
Engineers %o meet them at the Burean of Reclamation Office in the
Post (ffice at Cody, Wyoming Friday morning.



nnuxummmhunmuumw, The
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¥r. Fryer, Mr. Province, and I attended & joint eonference with
WCCA and an interdenaminationa) group of Proteatant ministers.
The meeting was not especially productive.
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\x 53 Shepard St.
Cembridge, Mass,

2404

¥Mr, Milton Eisenhower
Wer Relocation Authority
Sen Francisco, Celifornisa

Dear Sir:

The foreed evacuation of the Japanese from the Pacific
the most distressing acts which the Govermment of the United Stayss
out in the prosecution of the war, The injustice of indiscriminate
evacustion is absolutely contrary to the principles of democracy for whie
is supposedly being fought. 1 do not question the right of the Govermment to
remove enemy aliens where definite scts of ssbotage or other assistance to the
enemy can be proved, but I fail o see what right the Goverrment has to remove
eliens who have given no proof of disloyalty and whe heve been denied the oppor-
tunity to become American citizens by the Govermment which now accuses them because
they are not, Even more do 1 protest the evacuation of those Japanese who are
American citizens. By removing them without proof of disloyalty to the United
States, this Govermment is violating the Fifth end Fourteenth Amendments to the
Constitution &nd the rights due any American citizen,

It is highly significant that in Honolulu Chief of Police Gabrielson
cabled on March 14 that there had been no acts of sabotege either on December 7
or thereafter, Why, then, should the entire body of Jepanese irn this country beé
under such suspicion? The Japenese have been doing their best to prove their
loyelty by contributing to the Rec Cross and U.8,0, and by purchasing Defense
Bonds, end they would hardly contribute such great sums as they have if they were
not loyel.

Unjustified diseriminetion ageinst a minority group purely because of their
race is a totelitsrisn ect which destroys democracy and cen only make the rest
of the world suspect that, es in the case of the Peace Treaty of Versailles and
the League of Nations, the United States does not practice what it preaches, In
this time of netional crisis when the need for a united country is so important,
such en act of discrimination is exceedingly detrimental to the spirit of the
nation, Other minorities have good ceuse to fear similar treatment against them-
selves.

Furthermore, the isolation of the Japenese can do nothing to further
their much-needed assimilation into this country but is sowing the seeds for
hetred end bitterness which will make future attempts at assimilation fer more
difficult if not impossible. If their resettlement is delayed until after the
wer, the problem will be immensely aggraveted by the need for resettlement of
soldiers and workers in war industries. I urge that those who are not duly proven
guilty be allowed freely to resettle now,

The United States can have no justification for fighting totaliterianism
if it fails to preserve democracy at home. By stopping the evacuetion of the
Japenese now, this “overmment will show thet it is democratic end will keep--
perhaps one should say restore-- the confidence of the rest of the world, without
which any attempt to conquer totaliterianism is futile,

Very sincerely yours,

0iith Bl 1684
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liiss Edith Roberts
53 Shepard Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Miss Roberts:

Your letter of May 9, 1942, has been referred to me.
The motive which prompts you to write is sincerely
appreciated and respected.

The necessity for the evacuation of the Japanese from
strategic West Coast areas was determined 1n the light

of urgent mllitary considerations. In these critical
times we do not feel that we can seriously guestion that
judgment. Our attorneys have given careful consideration
to the legal aspeects of the evacuation and relocation
program &nd they have advised us that it comes within

the scope of recognized constitutional concepts, even as
applied to citizeans of Jupanese ancestry.

We, of course, deeply regret the necessity for the re-
location program and the inevitable tragedies which we
see arising frow the evacuation problem. We are gravely
aware of our responsibility to administer our sctivities
in such a way as to afford to every evacuee the fullest
degree of liberty consistent with the necessary axercise
of the war powers conferred by the Constitution. It is
our earnest hope that by our conduct we may prove thsat a
democracy can cope with an unfortunate problem of this
kind in a thoroughly democratic way. I know that you
will Join with us in this desire.

Very truly yours,

E. R. Fryer
Regional Director

RBThrockmorton: MW
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May 16, 1942

¥r. Robert Horton

Director, Division of Information
Office for Emergency Management
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Horten:
For the past several weeks, in conversations between Mr.

working
sion and the War Relocation Authority on information matters.

Because I regard information as one of the most
administrative tools in operating a program, I have given this
matter much personal thought and attention, particularly in view
of the fact that the program of the War Relocation Authority in-
volves the operation of total communities, covering the whole range
of human relationships. Information is essential to the success of
this program, and in many phases is so closely intermeshed with
administrative and supervisory work that it is impossible to draw a
valid distinction between information and administrative activities.

As I see it, the information work of the Authority divides
into these general categories:

to the public by means of mass communication media, as
press and radio, news pictures, movies, posters, etc.
This also involves providing special information to
agencies engaged in foreign propaganda.

2. Information for Evacuees -- If we are to obtain the

pretive information thut gives them a workable rationale



8. -- Because this migration is an unprece-
and event in American history, it

nust be carefully documented as it progresses, This
requires something over and above straight news cover-
age in the way of building up records of the program
in textual and pictorial information, in
documentary research and liaison with sociological and
economic research groups making studies of the evacua-
tion and relocation process and its results.

4. Public Re A%ioNnS in froject aArea —— A .mm" m‘-
to-day public relations program has to be carried out
in each area to see that actions and events within the
project are properly interpreted to the people in
immediately surrounding localities, to prevent where
possible, dangerous tensions and misunderstandings,

5. W—mm- of intelligence
must be maintai with the evacuee population to:

(1) Provide the Authority with information that is
helpful in administering the program effectively, such
as information or morale, reaction to policies, ete.,
and (R) provide the military establishment, COI, State
Department, FBI, and other agencies interested in the
intelligence problem with useful information,

Administrative Information -~ The mm of state-
ments of policy policy documents, special reports to
cooperating agencies and to Congress, the anmual report
of the Authority, periodic progress reports for internal
m".ﬂ. ete,

As 1 understand it, your Division is interested primarily in
the category of current coverage for public dissemination, and
distinetly does not want to enter into the work invelved in handling
special information channels to evacuees, in documentation, community
public relations, intelligence within projects, or administrative
information., We all realise, of course, that there is some over-lap
and that work in all phases must be coordinated,

At the same time, the Authority definitely does not wish to
set up facilities for current coverage and processing of information
for public use if such facilities are available elsewhere on a



Consequently, I wish to suggest the following alternative
working arrangements between your Division and the Authority:

Proposal 1

That the OEM Division ef Information undertake the responsi-
bility for providing the Autherity with complete current coverage,
as outlined under category Ne. 1. The Authority would continue to
service its o needs in all other categories, but any information
developed through these other phases of the program, deemed proper
for public dissemination, would be furnished or made available to
the Division of Information for its use,

Under this arrangement, as I visualize it, the Division would
assign one full-time information man to the Authority in Washington
to "live with" the current coverage job, and to maintain close
liaison with the work being done in other categories. The Authority
would eliminate the Current Information Section and the Visual
Information Section from the Washington staff on the theory that
these services would be handled by your organization on the basis of
programs and copy developed by the assigned information men., The
Authority would continue its Director of Information to coordinate
all phases of its work bearing on information, a special Publications
and Reports 3ection, and an Intelligence Section,

The Division would make appropriate arrangements to provide
current coverage at the San Franciseco offiece of the Authority,
either by assigning an information man to that office, or through
daily coverage provided by the San Francisco branch of the Division.
The Authority would eliminate the Current Information Section, but
would continue the Documents, Photography (for permanent records),
Special Reports, and Field Operations Sections, Services of these
Sections, and information developed in the course of their work,
would, of course, be available to your Division rlmuu.

Perhaps the name of the Authority's Informotio m&‘m at'
mmmuwummmwnv mﬂrt
vised duties, S
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Division of Information, under which the latter would aid the
Authority in planning and carrying out a complete current information




provide _
of In!or-tlcn would process m distribute it,

Ihunpﬂzmmmtmuumm,
would appreciate your candid appraisal of them.

Sincerely yours,
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May 18, 192

Hr. Fobert ¥. Horton

Direetor, Divieion of Informstion
O0ffice for Emergency MNanagement
¥ashingten, D, C.

Dear Hr, Horton:

In sceordance with our telephone conversation of
todsy, I understand thet you seccept our *Proposal 1, out~
1ined in our letter of Nay 16, subject to the following
clarifications, on which we both agree!

1. The vord "Information® will not be used by the
Authority in designating titles of Jobse, divisions, sections,
branches, ete.

iI. Im the execution of the iaformstion policy of the
Director of the Authority, the OEM Division of Information
will be exclusively responsidle for sll dissemination of in-
formation relating to the Authority by any mass commanice~
tion media which would reach the public here and abroad; pro-
vided that:

A. The Authority will handle, through its own staff
end ite own chennels (1) informstion for evacuees, (2) docu-
mentation, (3) pudlic relations im project arems, (i) intel-
ligence within projects, and (%5) sdministrative informstion.
These operstions are described in our May 16 letter.

B. ‘The Authority will prepare all of its owa publica-
tione (pamphlets, booklets, ete); the OEN Division of Inferma-
tion vill review these, meke comnstructive eriticlems, sand will
disseminete, but final approval of publications, prier to dis-
semination, will rest with the Authority. YT 50

C. The OEM Division of Informstion will handle all press
relesses, radio seripts, press conferences, graphics for publie
distridution - in other words, all mass commumication iavolved
in current coverage; however all material prepared and lssued
by the Division regarding the Authority will be subject to finasl



approval by the Authority prior to issusnce. It is under-
atood that you will appoint & competent informntion mpecial-
ist to work with the Authority inm Washington, and to de
physically housed with the Authority.

1f this claerification of "Proposal I' meets with your
epproval, I suggest that you confimm it, snd that operatiome
on the proposed besis bdegin as soon as possidle.

Sincerely,

»
.. 'o' B m
Director

JABITC



May 18, 1942

Mr. Robert W. Horten

Director, Division of Information
Office for Emergency Management
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Horton:

In accordance with our telephone conversation of today, I
understand that you accept our "Proposal 1," outlined in our letter of
May 16, subject to the follewing clarifications, on which we both

agree:

I. The word "Information" will not be used by the
Authority in designating titles of jobs, divisions, sections,
branches, etc,

II, In the execution of the information pelicy of the
Director of the Authority, the OEM Division of Information will be
exclusively responsible for all dissemination of information relating
to the Authority by any mass communication media which would reach the
public here and abroad; provided that:

A, The Authority will handle, through its own staff and its own
channels (1) information for evacuees, (2) documentation, (3) public
relations in project areas, (4) intelligence within projects, and (5)
agministrativu information, These operations are described in our May
16 letter,

B. The Aythority will prepare all of its own publications
(pamphlets, booklets, etc.); the CEM Division of Information will review
these, make constructive criticisms, and will disseminate, but final
approval of publications, prior to dissemination, will rest with the
Authority.

C. The CEM Division of Information will handle all press re-
leases, radio scripts, press conferences, graphics for public distribution -
in other words, all mass communication involved in current coverage;
however all material prepared and issued by the Division regarding the
Authority will be subject to final approval by the Authority prior to -

WwiE LS
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issuance. It is understood that you will appoint a competent informa-
tion specialist to work with the Auythority in Washington, and to be
physically housed with the Authority.

If this clarification of "Proposal I" meets with your approval,

I suggest that you confirm it, and that operations on the proposed basis
begin as soon as possible.,

Sincerely,

M. S. Eisenhower
Director

fin B
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The Honorable {
The Secretary of the Interior

Dear Mr, Secretary:

Under the agreement between the Department of the Interior
and the War Relocation Authority I should have, much earlier than
this, set forth in writing the general policies governing all re-
location projects, including the Colorado River relocation proj-
ect which is administered for the War Relocation Authority by the
Office of Indian Affairs, However, we have been so occupied with
one emergency after another that we just have not been able to do
half the things we must do,

Naturally I do not wish to issue regulations, administra-
tive memoranda, and fundamental policy documents affecting the
Colorado River relocation project without first consulting with
the appropriate people in your Department. Consequently, in view
of the fact that evacuees are now arriving at the Coloradoc River
relocation project and because I shall be out of the city for the
next week or so, I am setting forth in this letter a few things
which will be required on all projects, with the request that
appropriate instructions be issued to the project manager under
Mr, Collier's supervision, As I say, this is a stop-gap arrange-
ment,

1, The Executive Order (9102) establishing the War Relo-
cation Authority provides that all evacuees over 16
years of age shall be given an opportunity to enlist
in the War Relocation Work Corps. Both Japanese
aliens and Japanese-American citizens may enlist, if
they wish,

a, Each evacuee, eligible for enlistment, should
read a copy of the WRA bulletin, The War Reloca-
%%%&J@3ﬁﬁ£°3ﬁ£%au.%%&q@’%ﬁﬁﬁidﬁﬁ%%§§?eﬁ%%é%ktnal
work with respect to enlistment. (I think en-
listment is'already under way at the Colorado
River project,)
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Work should be assigned by the project manager
and his assistants only to enlistées. If others,
such as boys and girls under 16, undertake work
about the camp, they should do so wholly on
their own volition, No doubt many of these
youngsters will wish to help clean up about the
quarters and improve the living accommodations,

Healthful food should be provided at a maximum
cost of fifty cents a day., Costs at assembly
centers are averaging about 37 to 38 cents a day,
including milk for children under 12 and for
adults who, on the physicians advice, require

it. We hope to achieve a general average of not
more than LO cents a day, .

The camp canteen should be established at the
earliest moment as a cooperative of the reloca-
tion community. For the time being all goods
should be sold at retail, the profita being used
to expand the stock or, if this is not necessary,
to begin repaying the loan toc the Federal Govern-
ment, Later, I think we shall provide that some
goods will be sold substantially at cost -- such
as soap and tecothpaste,

Fiscal officers on the project should of course
record all expenses and all income. Simple
methods should be developed for keeping records
of all work by evacuees,

There will be no wages, as such, for evacuees
who are doing public, including community, work
on relocation projects., There will be cash ad-
vances, Such cash advances should not be made
to evacuees who are not enlistees and who are
not performing work specifically assigned by the
project manager. Moreover, cash advances should
not be made to enlistees performing assigned
tasks until an appropriate regulation has been
issued and published in the Federal Register;
however, time records should be kept on this
group and regulations will be so drawn as to
have cash advances cover the full time put in
by enlistees on assigned work,

The regulation just mentioned will provide (and
budget estimates are being adjusted accordingly):
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The actual earnings of enlistees will depend
upon the financial success of the relocation

undertaking,

Advances, which will be recorded as project
costs, will include food, medical and hospi-
tal services, material for the production of
woerk clothing, and education, They will also
include $12 a month for each evacuee working
48 hours a week at such common-labor assign-
ments as farming, janitorial work, etc,; ggé
a month for each evacuee working 48 hours a
week at such skilled and semi-professional
tasks as nursing; and $19 a month for each
evacuee performing professional services in
the community, as doctors, dentists, school
teachers, If project income exceeds project
costs (the elements in each to be specified
in regulations) the above cash advances will
be increased as a means of distributing such
profits, Obviously housing and certain other
costs will not be charged in this accounting,

Evacuees may, if they wish, organize their
own cooperatives for the production of goods
for normal commercial sale. Many Japanese
are skilled in knitting, ceramics, leather
goods, etc, and may wish to undertake busi-
ness ventures wholly at their own expense,
Each evacuee engaging in a commercial under-
taking will be charged $20 a month for his
food, medical and hospital services, educa-
tion, ete. (This figure will be adjusted when
precise costs become available.) All such
project income will be deposited in the
Treasury,

Enlistees may be granted furloughs if they
wish to engage in private employment off the
project, The conditions of private employ-
ment have been announced by General DeWitt
and myself, The San Francisco regional of-
fice of WRA will handle all procedures in
connection with private employment. For the
time Dbeing, the only responsibility of the
project manager on the Colorade River reloca-
tion project will be to see to it that each
enlistee, earning prevailing wages in private
work, pays $20 a month for the support of each
of his dependents who may continue to live at
the relocation center,



5e

9.

~im

We shall not have sufficient funds to buy
standard school equipment. Consequently on
each project we shall undertake, as public
work, not only the construction of school
houses and other necessary structures, but
also the construction of equipment, as desks,
chairs, tables, work benches, etc. Such ac-
tivity should of course get under way at the
Colorado River project. The Farm Security
Agministration is preparing simple designs
for WRA, and these will be available to the
Office of Indian Affairs, However, I know
the Office has its own facilities,

Needless to say, Japanese should be given an
opportunity to fill every possible position,
Specifically, 1 hope that from 10 to 25 per
cent of the high school teachers can be
Japanese, fully accredited, and that from

25 to 50 percent of the junior high and ele-
mentary school teachers will be Japanese.
Most clerical, stenographic, and related
positions need not be filled by Caucasians,
Indeed, I am so convinced of the ability,
self-reliance, and skill of the Japanese
that I think we must look to them to operate
their community and to make a success of it.

Religious freedom can be taken for granted.
Only English will be used in schools,

The WRA regional office at San Francisco will
continue to obtain necessary equipment, provi-
sions, and so on for the Colorade River project.

Each of the three centers at the Colorado River
project will wish to issue a mimeographed news-
paper. The government will provide mimeograph
machines, and for the time being (until the
community is fully organized) will provide
mimeograph paper and stencils, Later the paper
and stencil costs may be met by the community,
such as by selling the newspaper through the
canteen, The Japanese themselves should handle
their own newspaper, of course, Japanese
language is permissible, though probably un-
necessary,
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10. Project self-government may vary somewhat,
project by projeet. Certainly WRA has no
desire to insist upon needless unifomity.
However, eertain fundamental prineiples, if
departed from, would cause trouble, For
example, if all enlistees were allowed to vote
at one location but only American-citizen
Japanese were dllowed to wote at another, we
should properly be eriticized by the Japanese
and by everyone else, too. Consequently,I
ask that no final arrangements on project self-
government be made at the Colorado Hiver relo-
cation project until we have an opportunity to
formlate general policies, In the meantime
the basic groundwork can be laid. If out of
this initial work your Department has sugges-
tions %o make for all projects I shall be
delighted to have them.

11, I earnestly invite your Department to give me,
either in writing or orally in conference, de-
tailed suggestions on the basic policies amnd
regulations which should govern all relocation
projects, A tentative set of policies should
be issued within the next ten days =- or imme=-
diately upon my return to Washington,

12, A work program, including land subjugation,
will soon be under way on the Colorado River
relocation project. As indicated in our
agreement, 1 should like to have an opporw
tunity to review the proposed work program.
Could this be supplied within the next few
weeks?

13. 4As you know, military police will guard all
projects., But such guards will have mothing
to do with internal security. FPolicy systems
will be set up as part of the project govern-
ment, but we are planning to have on each
project one Caucasian official deputized by
the State to handle serious erimes, if any

develop. Your situation, on Indian Lands,
may be somewhat different. If so, I should
like to be informed soas to meke an appro-
priate exception in the regulations. '

No doubt Commissioner Collier has given considerable
thought to the establisiment of community enterprises,
such as barber shops, motion pictures, and so on. Regu-
lations will provide that all such undertakings be
established as broad community cooperatives, the price
schedules to allow profits which will be used to repay
the Federal loan, if amy; thereafter prices will be re-
duced s0 as to eliminate profits.



3¢ I understand that fumiture has been purchased for em~
ployees on the Colerade River relocation project. I
had hoped to avoid this but apparently it is inevitable,
on all projects. Regulations will therefore regquire that
single employees amortize the government's investment in
14 months and that employees with families amortize the
investment in 20 months.

4. I am not informed on plans for the construction of school
houses and other buildings on the Colomdo River project.
Such buildings should be as simple and inexpensive as
possible == planned only for use during the war, If more
permanent buildings were to be built, such as for subsequent
Indian use, the difference in cost would have to be borne
by the Office of Indian Affairs,

I have visited the Colorado River project once., I was impressed,
as was Ceneral DeWitt, with Mr, Wede and his associates. Indeed, we
in WRA have had nothing but the most wholehearted cooperation from
Commissioner Collier and all his people as well as from Commissioner
Page and his associates. I want to tell you how much I appreciate
this.

One final thing for the time being: If there is no change in
the plans involving the move of the Office of Indian Affairs o
Chicago, thenit seems to me that one of the Office's employees
should be housed with WRA at its headquarters in the Barr Building.
Maintaining liaison is going to be difficult at best, but if
Commissioner Collier has one man in whom he has complete confidence
living with us all the time I think we can be benefited mutually.

Most sincerely,
M, S, EISENHOWER (Signed)

M, 3., Eisenhower
Director



May 28, 1943

Mr, Dillen S, Myer, Director
War Relocation Authority
Barr Building

Weshington, D. C,

Dear Mr, Myer:

The War Food Administration urges the use of persons

of Japanese ancestry released by the War Relocation
Authority to work on farms, Thousande of these workers
were used successfully last year and are now helping

to produce vitelly needéd farm products, Additional
labor is needed, Those who coorerate in meking the best
use of this veluable source of farm labor are rendering
& real service to the United States and the war effort,

Sincerely yours,

%ﬁéﬁrrﬁ;—

Chester C. Davis
A€ministrator




June 5, 1942

Hon. Joha J. Mw
Assistant Secretary of ¥War

'm"“‘. D, C. /"

Dear Mr. Secretary:

When the Cslorado River Relocation project was
firet planned, I was considerably disturbed about vhat
uight be imvolved in moving women and childrem into a
location with such intense heat, 1 discussed the matter
with WOCA officials, who sgreed that the comstruction
requirements for this reloeation project should include
desert cooling systems.

The Sommanding Gemeral of the Vestern Defense
Command snd Fourth Army has now made the determination
that the minimum construction requirements for the Colo-
rado River center shall not inolude desert coeling sys-
tems for other than hospital fseilities. 1 think General
De¥itt is entirely correet in concluding that desert cool~
ing should mot be provided for individual apartments or
barrscks. Howvever, it does geem to me that desert cool-
ing should be included in school bBuildings, mess halls,
and hospitals -~ in other words, in all buildings where
large numbers of persons congregate and espee ally where
children are housed during the intense heat of the day.

I simply ask that the War Department give careful
consideration to this matter.

Sincerely yours,

M, S. Bigenhover
Pirector

MSE: F¢
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CALIFORNIA STATE BRANCH
Loe Angeles Branch - 39674 S, Normandie Avenue
June 11, 1942

Mr, Milton Eisenhower:

Director War Relocation Authority
Hotel Whitcomb

San ¥rancisco, California

Dear Mr, Eisénhower:

Recognizing that your depariment
is anxious to conduet its duties so that as little
hardship as possible will devolve upon innocent peo-
ple and appreciating the cooperative spirit which has
been shown by the Japanese may we, the Los Angeles
Branch of the W, I, L, acquaint you with our concur-
rence with the resolution adopted by the main body
at its recent annual meeting on Hearing Boards for the
Japanese, We believe the detention of the Japanese
and Americans of Japanese origin in receptlion centers 1s
contrary to the fifth and fourteenth amendments of our
Constitution, Moreover thls segregation is 1n part an
act of racial discrimination engendered by bressure
groups with ulterior motives, We understand that these
centers are physically inadequate and psychologically
unhealthy and that the present treatment of the Japanese
furnishes = propaganda weapon to the totilitarian
countries, PFurthermore we deplore the authority given
the military over the lives and properties of American
citizens,

We therefore are requesting you,and have also
written to the President, immediately to set up civll
hearings as recommended by the Tolan Committee to de-
termine those Japanese who are dangerous to our coun=-
try and those who are loyal and innocent,

Yours very respectfully,
Ruth Benedict

Chairman Legiclative Commilttee
For the Los Angeles Brand of the W,I.L,
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Confidential

Mr. M. 8. Eisenhower,

Director, War Relocation Authority
Barr Building, 17th & Eye Sts. N.W.
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. Eisenhower:

You will find enclosed herewith copy of a memorandum from
Coloniel Cress which I think you should have before vou when
considering the “iemorandum of Considerations for Assembly
Center Operation™ which I airmailed to you last week. I
should point ocut that the memorandum sent you last week was
intended to be exactly what it was called--"A Memorandum of
Considerations?h,

Obviously there are many evils inherent in the assembly
center system and possibly, as Col. Cress says, the War
Relocation Authority camnot de much about them. The plan
would work only if there is mutusl recognition on the part
of WRA and WCCA of their joint responsibility and if there
is a proper "give and take"™ attitude on the part of both
agencies. It woulé have to be more than a verbal partner-
ship--it would have to be a harmonious working partnership
and, considering the recent negetive attitude which I have
detected on the part of WCCA, perhaps a working partner-
ship would be too much to expect.

gincerely yours,

E. R. Fryer
Regional Director

Enc. 179

ERFryer ﬁgg/ —{E?Iﬁﬁjs\




reloestion centers, an adéitional 15,000 have beem “frogzen®
in #Hlitary Ares So. Two of ensteran Usliforais, snd frem 5,000
%o 8,000 volustary svacuees from the West Cosst are still
ing rather preceriously ia the inter-mountsia States, prinei-
pally in Colorsdo, Idaho, amd Utah.

: == For nearly four weeks following
Lt, Yen. tt's initiel proclamniion of the Yest Ooset as &
: Federal agencies
ancoursged psople of Jepenese ancesiry move out of the pro-
Mdited zone on their owa initiative. A% that time mere re-

sovel of the Japsnese from the potemtisl ares of conbat
peared to be the primelpsl problem. During the ensulng weske,
hovever, as some £,000 Japunese filtered inte the

States, it muickly beeame spparemt that veluntary evecustion
wes mot & fessibdle solution. Publiec opimion is the inter-moumtain
States, ns reflected im press cosments snd in statemente snde Wy
rovernors, attorssys-genersl, sad other pudlie offielals, was
bitterly sntsgonistie to the influx of Japsnese from cosnsial
aress. Jemsmds arose that the Y
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renlised, menubare of the York Corps will receive ench sdvences
of 712, 916, or 219 = month depending on their skills. In
nddition, shelter, food, medienl eare, and edusation will de
provided for all svacuees snd their families,

The chief disadwantage of this lovw sesle of essh in-
come s that it rether gseverely linits meny of the eveeusces in
planaing for thelr reassinmileotion in Ameriean 1ife after the
close of the war. If publiec opinion had porsitted, it sight
have btean preferable im many waye So pay “PA weges to meabers
nrovide thelr families with subsistence
sore ia keeping with the
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1 siseerely hope that ehanging public sttitudes will
leter on permit a change in this severs wege poliey.

, -&}mpm:m of the
evasuees has been s eard prinsiple of reloention »rogras,
In reloestion centers meubers of the War Heloemtion Work Cerps
will be aseigned smialy to publie works, szricultural roduction,
or sanufngturing. Publie vorks will inelude irrigstion, drsin-
age, land clearing or levelling, and similer projects designed
to develop n-tursl resrurees. Agricultural ;roductios will be
aimed prizerily toward meeting the needs of the evesuee ;opuls~
tion and sscondarily toward produeing & surplus for use in the
Fosd~for-Freedon progran. Xemufscturing nrojeets will be planmed
50 as to produce s variety of useful srticles needod for the
war effort and By the Hation as a vhele.

of 1929 (vhieh of course is not legally spplicable) the Author-
ity has declded not to permit sliem evscuses to take part im
the ssmufacture of goods for the armed forces. Vith that one
exesption, however, I strongly belisve that the evacuses, snd
particularly the Asmeriecen eitizens smong them, should have an
opportunity to sroduce any nemufsetured ;oods that are needed
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ation for those who prefer the Japsnese way
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1ife.

Respectfully yours,
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COPY OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
PRESIDIO OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

254, (PM) August 27, 1942

Mr, E. R. Fryer,

Regional Director, Viar Relocation Authority
Vhitcomb Hotel,

San Franciseco, Calif,

Dear Mr, Fryer:

For the purpose of providing uniform instruetions to commanders
of military police units on duty at Yar Relocation Centers in the area of
the Western Defense Command, it is suggested that there be a written
statement of poliey on the subject of maintainence of utilities and in=-
stallations within the military police areas at such centers.

An agreement between the Commending General and Colonel Groves,
Office of the Chief of Engineers, was entered into on June 8, 1942, regard-
ing initial construction at Relocation Centers. the lMemorandum of Agree-
ment is titled "Stendards end details - Construction of Japanese Evacuation
Centers.," Those portions of the agreement pertaining to the military po-
lice units provide:

l. In general - shelter and facilities for M. P, units.

2. To be provided for a strength of four officers and one hun-
dred twenty-six enlisted men. Actual strength will be given
in specific directives.

3, Officers quarters should provide individual cubicles for
sleeping quarters with bath and toilet facilities.

4., One 20' x 100' building will be provided for each of the fol=-
lowing: Administrative Headquarters end “nit Supplys Guard
House; Recreation Room and Post Exchange; and one 20' x 30!
equipped with hot water and sanitary faecilities to be used as
a dispensary.

5., Garage or shed to house emergency vehicles of the unit,.

6« Suitable shelving to be constructed in kitchen store rooms
and M, P, supply room, post exchange and barracks.

7. Viastech towers equipped with searchlights, not to exceed
eight, without approval of this headquarters.

-]



(Ltr to Mr. E, R, Fryer, 8-27-42, con't.)

8. A standard stock fence around the M, P, Area.
9. A flagpole in the military police area.
10. Coal bins and screened garbage racks for each kitchen,

In addition to the above installations it is the poliey to
determine such additional construetion as is necessary subsequent to the
arrival of the military police unit at the center and prior to the comple=-
tion of the goneral construction contract. Such additions are a pert of
the initial construction.

The memorandum of egreement between the War Department and War
Relocation Authority, dated April 17, 1942, places responsibility upon
the War Reloecation Authority for "complete operation and maintainence."
To clarify this clause the following is recommended:

l. That the ¥ar Relocation Authority shall provide for the
maintainence of all existing utilities.

2¢ That the War Relooation Authority shall provide for the
repairs to military police buildings and installations.

3« That requests by military police units for work on barracks
or installations, which is beyond the seope of responsibility
of the VWar Relocation Authority, be addressed thru military
channels to the Commanding General, Ninth Service Command,
for action by military authority.

I1f the suggestions meet with your approval in prineiple, would
you address a communication to the Commanding General Western Defense
Command, indicating what poliecies you wish to followin this region.

Yours very truly,
R. P. BRONSON,

1st Lieut., A.G.D.,
Assistant Adjutent General
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Mrs. Esther Gerber

Women's International League
for Peace and Freedom

523 SBouth Bamgart Boulevard

Los Angeles, Californis

Dear Mrs. Gerbers:

Your letter of June 24, addressed to Mr., Eisenhower,
former Director of the War Relocation Authority,

has been referred to me, The motive which prompts
you to write is sincerely apprecisted and respected.

We, of course, deeply regret the necessity for the
relocation program and the inevitable tragedies
which we see arising from the evacuation problea.
We are trying to administer our activities in such
& way as to demonstrate that a great democratic
nation can meet a difficult situastion of this type
in a2 thoroughly democratic way.

The War Relocstlion Authority welcomes your advice
and would appreciate your cooperation.

Very truly yours,
(SIGNED* E. R. FRYER

E. R. PFryer :
Regional Director

EEFerguson:MW 6/29/42
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