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' l hi s i s Sunday the du  ̂ f r est ,  but ever yone seems to 
be i  gnor i n  ̂ i t exce t us. i »m t r yi ng to t ype t hi s i n bed because 
i t ' s t oo chi l l y j gt t o got up. 

Yest er day,  I  wor ked i n the empl oyment of f i ce as a vol unt eer 
and hel ped ivi i tch get t he t hi ng or gani zed on a syst emat i c basi s, 
�e j ust sat at t he desk arid t ook the ap. l i cat i ons as t hey c

 r

 e i n. 
i  was r eal l y sur pr i sed at t e nurauer of peopl e t hat er e wi l l i ng 
to vol unt eer to wor k. I  suppose t hat event ual l y t hey wi l l  get 
pai d, out onl y a f ew were t oo concer ned about t hat .  taany of ti  e 
ol d men u st ai r s,  however ,  are t aki ng i t easy and j ust pl an 
to ake t hi ngs ©nay f or a m l i e; I  c, n har dl y bl ame t hem t ho si nce 
they ar e so ol d and probabl y l ave wor ked h rd al l  of t hei  l i ves. 

You a be sur r i sed at t i e ct nges t hat one da
<y
 coul d br i n

;
 .  

i v̂er j  one i s or e or l ess di g, i ng i n.  Of cour se, most of t he young 
wi sei  ,  nt j oos wi t h r est i ge l i ke post men, of f i ce wor ker s,  na 
J  ouse manager s and r ecr eact i on di r ect or s but i n the meant i me, 
they are J umpi ng i n and doi ng mat t r ess f i l l i ng,  r oad maki ng, and 
ki t chen wor k. 

i he new r ecr eat i onal  di r ect or came i n yest erda and ho seems 
to oe qui t e act i ve.  - e asked us to get a l i st of gr oup or ker s 
si

0
ned up f or &i m to t ake char e of ti je «aRi ous ; ro r ams so t l at 

a i ot of the i »i sei  wi l l  be i ,  bl e to et i nt o t hi s t .  p'e of wor k. 
e hav- i  compl ai nt s ti,*_-.t ti  e .  ounci  ,ot t he beret 

j ous, but i  har dl y t hi nk teat t hi s i s t r ue. i here i s l ent y of 
wor k to oe done ar ound her e and t rey wi l l  need anybody t hat has 
the abi l i t y.  i he Soci al  ser vi ce aspect of t; e cam » i s not a 
separ at e di vi si on and the carcjn di r ect or has not real l y s r essed 
i t too much��al t hough i t i s badl y needed. Ann has been handl i ng 
a j .ot of t hi s wor k a d she real l y i s doi ng a goo- i  j ob of i t .  
- hen you come down, 1 re l l y t hi nk you coul d set up the whol e 
or gani zat i on i f you wi shed wi t h �.our exper i ence.  * nd t hat ' s no 
l i e.  Of cour se, ôu mi ght h ve t o tr- i i n your own - soci al  / orkers, 
but they coul d pr obabl y l ear n f ast enougi  .  1 am ore i  t er est ed 
i n the. empl oyment aspect s r i

0
nt now oecause t hi s seems to be 

r i  ht i n the cent er of t he act i vi t i es a d a gr eat deal  hi nges 
upo i t s success.  Gee, t her e sure are a l ot of r obl cms ar i si ng. 

l or exampl e,  ar r en ana J 4 my Yamati a spent al l  day yest er day 
vi si t i ng the var i ous peopl e i n cnar ge t r yi ng to f i nd out i f ti e, ,  
had a pl ace wi ere they sol d t oi l et goods, but nobody seemed to 
know. 5o f i t- al l y they had to go al l  «r ound to the di f f er ent 
r est r ooms on t hei r t r easur hunt ! Gu. ess t hey wi l l  have to get 
a speci al  dl t our sement or der f r om the ' CCa bef ore they have an 
l uck. 

i here has been a l ot of compl ai nt a but tho f ood; i t i s 
ret ty bad. £o f ar we have oeen eat i ng most l y conned st uf f si nce 

they have not Deen abl e to get f r esh veget abl es yet .  1 guess b. 
the t i me t,  ey put al l  of J apanese i n camps, t hi s st at e won' t have 
any veget aol es at al i i  ¿>orne of the J apanese ar e sayi ng t hat tho 
f ood her e . rakes t hem si ck,  out J.  t hi nk t hat i t i s mor e of a 
psychol ogi cal  t hi ng. I t can' t be t hat bad. I t probafcl y i s due 



to tne f ct t hat the l i shes have been washed so ui  sci ent i f i cal l y, 
"ihe ki ds j ust di p t nem i nto the wat r and consi der t hem dr i ed. fou 
shoul d see the c.  ps; ti  e  ̂ st i l l  have the mor ni ng cocoa i n th m when 
we ¿et t hem at ni ght 1 Howver ,  they have the bar r acks messhal i s 
al i rost readj  so t hat i t won' t be so bad f rom now on, I  hope. 

The var i ous denomi nat i onal  mi ni st er s h ve been busy f i ndi ng 
pi  ces f or chur ch meet i ngs and today a number of th m wi l l  have 
ser vi ces.  I  t hi nk even t e Buddhi st gr oup wi l l  have t hei r pl ac  ̂
f or a chur ch. ' Xhe communi t y or gani zat i on i s rapi dl y pi cki ng up 
and I  don' t t hi nk i t wi l l  oe l ong bef ore much of the pr esent 
conf usi on i s el i mi nat ed.  I t ' s a good t hi ng t hat the smal l er 
messhi . l l s are oei ng opened soon, because i t ' s pret t y har d f or some 
of t hose ol d f oi Ks to val k 11 the mj  up to the gr andst ands f or 
t hei r meal s and then have to wai t f or an hour i n l i ne« 

I  vi si t ed your si s yest erday ana they seem t o be get t i ng thi n s 
under cont r ol .  The  ̂ l ave bui l di  shel ves � na ¿our f at her and br ot her 
are now oui l di n ,  some sor t of - orch. i hei r . l ace i s r i ght on tr e 
end of ti  e r r acKs so t h t̂ t hei r rooms f ace i n and not si deways 
l i ke the ot her s,  ' ¿he f ront part don' t have a se parat i ng par t i t i on 
so t hat i t i s one bi g r oom, ' ihe bedr ooms are on the ends so t hat 
at l east they get a l i t t l e more pr i vacy t han sor e of the ot her 
cei l s.  o saj  s thcAt they can he? r al l  t i e t al  i ng, br-t t hei r 
bar racks i s qui et and t he eo j ± e go to bed ear l y.  nt 1 ast they 
are i n a f ai r l y

 b
oo - bar r acks.  1 f ©1 sorry f or t hose eo j.- i n 

number 13. ' i hej  f ace some oi a st abl es t hat are not bei ng used 
and they haven' t cl eaned a the manur e pi l es yet ; so t hat when 
they Open t hei r door? the breeze waf t s the odor i n.  On top of 
th t they have a � ud di t ch i n f ront of the pl ace and the

f >
 have to 

�;�,�..Ik across a nar r ow boar d wal k unt i l  t i e mud dr i es up. 

They have a mat erni i  j  c se i n the hospi t al  so l  guess they 
-�vill  be i ' avi n

6
 a chi l d born ar ound here soon. i  al so wi t nessed 

the st ar t of a new i ssei  r omance. One of t hose si ngl e men i n 
the gr andst and got t oget her wi t h one of the si ngl e raamen and so 
he comes up to «.nn and ssks her i f i t was l egal  f or hi  - to get 
a ge.; r te wi t n the woman wi t hout get t i ng mar r i ed.  Ann  had to 
expl ai n t hat

 i
 er ha- s the  ̂ coul d get mar r i ed l at er on and i t was 

probai bl y bet t er i f they j ust st aged wher e they were unt i l  they 
got t o know each ot her bet t er . 

I hey had t hei r f i r st dance her e l ai
;

t ni ght and ,ve had a good 
t i me because they were most l y S. E>. and east bay ki ds that I  Knew 
t her e. 1 met the most i nt er est i ng gi r l  t hat af t er noon so I  t ook 
her al ong. ¿he as a st udent at U. C.  and  st ayed at the I  house. 
Or i gi nal l y sne i s f r om Hawai i  where her f at her appar ent l y i s a 
successf ul  r eal  est at e man. £>he i s gr i ped because She had j ust 
r et ur ned f r om Ohi o f i ve days pr evi ous to t e evacuat i on and she 
was not al l owed i.o get out a

e
, ai n.  Wow she I s t r yi r g t o go t o the 

Uni versi t y of Mexi co.  ¿She was ki nda cut e, r at her pr et t y,  and oh 
the A'ay she dances i s em f to exci t e anyone, mi t don' t wor r y, 
Deki ,  I  t hought of ¿ou ai l  t he t i  e I  / as danci ng wi shi ng t hat i t 
was you, et c.  I ' d bet t er stop t hi s l i ne bef ore you di sown me I  
I f I  don' t hear f rom you soon, 1 am af rai d I  sh*11 go sl i ght l y 
nut s.  i he sus ence i s £ wf ul .  l  kno you are wor ki ng real  har d so 
1 r eal i se t hat you have not too much t i me, '  el l ,  so l ong. 



May 12, 1942 

Hel i os 

We ar r i ved her e t hur sday,  May 7,  ar ound noon.  

vei yone was chatti ng rather qui etl y on the bus on our way to the 
assembl y center at .  Everyone geemed to b© cher f ul .  

At as we got off the bus, our baggage was I nspected bri ef l y. 
Very bri ef l y,  they onl y shook roost of the pachages and j ust gl anced i n the oppn«d 
overni ght bags. The men were "shaken down" by the i nspector runni ng hi s hands 
over our cl othi ng to see i f we had any contraband. Then al l  the men had ?�; physi cal  
exami nati on of the throat and for venereal  di seases.  After al l  thi s we were assi gn-
ed barracks. 

Al though, four of us had l i ved together before evacuati on,  we were sent 
up to the men' s dorm. Thi s i s l ocated under the grand stand. Looks as i f the 
f l oor was formerl y used to pl ace bets on the races.  There are ti cket booths al l  
al ong one si de of the room. Can you i magi ne 350 to 400 beds l i ned uo i n four rows 
i n one bi g room? There' s about l 4 to 2 feet between the beds. e have very l i ttl e 
room to put our thi ngs.  *hat have been doi ng i s take our thi ngs out when we 
need them and >ut them back i n our trunks after we have used them. Of course, 
we l eave our l i ttl e thi ngs out on top of our trunks. 

After taki ng our thi ngs up to the dorm (sounds good but faci l i ti es are 
not so good),  we had to go out to one of the stal l s and fi l l  up a Canvass sack 
wi th hay and l ug i t back to the grand stand and put i t over the army cots whi ch 
were provi ded. 

The whi ch wr ate was some ki nd of stew. The i ngredi ents wer**,  oeas, 
oni ons,  meat and potatoes.  Besi des thi s we were each gi ven one hal f of a boi l ed 
potato,  Goffee was served. But i t was vi l e.  Coul dn' t tel l  what i t was. The 
stew was cooked badl y.  And the quanti ty was far too l i ttl e. 

Later many were tel l i ng us that the food had i mproved si nce they had beon 
here. "The fi rst week was terri bl e, " was a common 3ayi ng.  They wer* beans 
al l  week. -Another person sai d that today was the f i rst day t hat  they got fresh 
vegetabl es i n thei r meal s.  We got two sl i ces of bread, whi ch was al l  t hat  X coul d 
eat. 

The general  mess hal l  where al l  the si ngl e men and those new arri val s eat 
i s under the men' s dorm on the ground. I t seats about 1, 500 at one ti me. Hit 
they have been feedi ng about 3, 000 to 4, 000 every meal ,  because other mess hal l s 
are not ready and al so because of the newcomers not knowi ng where to eat. 

General l y speaki ng,  there i s very l i ttl e organi sati on and pl anni ng done. 
Everyone i s maki ng hi s own hay whi l e the sun shi nes. 

Because of the l ack of toi l et ti ssue, peopl e take a l ot of i t home as ooon 
as a new rol l  i s put i n.  Thus, they run out paper i mmedi atel y.  Thi s sort of thi ng 
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goes» on i n al most every f i el d. 

fuses are bei ng bl own every ni ght.  Because of l ack of organi sati on no one knows 
where to get the fuses,  *nd those who do know have to go through so much red tape 
that i t i s a common thi ng for every one to ei ther £0 to some other barrack and 
chat wi th fri ends or -o to bed. ĥi nga seem to be getti ng better now® though. 

The need for cooperati ve educati on i s very evi dent.  Everyone does thi ngs for 
themsel ves wi thout thi nki ng of others. 

Many are l i vi ng i n former horse atal l s,  Si nce the roofs the stal l s extend out 
about t en f eet ,  these have been parti ti oned off wi th boards so as to for® two 
rooms. One i n front of the other.

 , £

he wi dth of these stal l s ar e about ei ght feet. 
Besi des the door onl y one of the wi ndows opens, ¿hree persons ar e put  i n each 
stal l .  One i n the front part and two i n the back, There i s one l i ght(cel l i ng) i n each 
part,  The tri angl e whi ch i s formed by the roof and parti ti on i s Open al l  the way 
down to t he end of each l i ne of stal l s.  

The newl y bui l t barracks are made of 3 pl y wood. I t i s tarpapered on the outsi de 
and on t he roof ,  ĥe nai l s comi ng through the roof can be seen i n neat r ow al ong 
t he i nsi de of the roof .  Here, too,  the parti ti ons onl y go up the l evel  of the si de 
wal l s and not up to the roof .  I f one gets on a l adder,  the person c?n see from 
one ai de to t he other.  *here i s no pri vacy as far as tal ki ng i s concerned. 

the b&rrr.eks are 120 feet by 20; these are di vi ded i nto 3 to 5 apartments.  They 

are 11 si ngl e room apartments. 

fid.  r th t about 8, 000 cfin be accommodated i n ai l .  

There are about 6 mess hal l a open at thi s ti me, Bach accommodates about 250 at one 
si tti ng. Al l  tabl es and seats are made l i ke those whi ch are seen on i oni c grounds. 

The cooki ng at the smal l  mess hal l s seem to be better at thi s stage. Itae cooki ng at 
the general  mess hal l  i s not so hot.  She washi ng of the utensi l s and pl ates are 
very bad. - -Fi nd food sti l l  on the pl ates end forks. 

The showers whi ch are nearest the grand-stand accommodates about 24 at one ti me. 
The hot and col d i s al ready ref l ated and one must pul l  a chai n to take a saosrer. 
As soon as one l ets the chai n go, the water stops. V*e practi cal l y have to hol d the 
chai n i n our mouths whi l e we are under the showers.  I t  i s very hot when a few are 
under and very col d when many are under. 

Vm afrai d that many wi l l  have athl etes feet very soon. 

Laundri es are bui l t here and there.  Sach has i ts own heati ng uni t and tubs are 
there. About 34 persons can wash and ri nse thei r cl othes at once. ' Ihere i s al so 
an i roni ng room next to the washi ng room. Here the el ectri c current i s l arger and 
coffee can be made. I f heaters or stoves are used i n the barracks or atal l s,  the 
fuse bl ows out i n must about every occasi on. 
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Everyone must suppl y thei r own I rons and i ron boards. 

The roads here are al l  bad.  Af ter the Sunday ni ght rai n,  the roads are al l  muddy. 
I'he onl y thin*; that we are thankful  for i s that there i  ̂ no dust f l yi ng around. 

I t i s al ways wi ndy here, inhere hasn' t been a si ngl e day when there wasn' t any wi nd. 

I ' m tryi ng to gi ve you a pi cture of the condi ti ons here, I  haven' t organi zed my 
thoughts at thi s ti me and am j ust typi ng whatever comes to my raind.  Hope you can 
make out what I  am tryi ng to get over. 

A Mr, _ __is the head man here. Everythi ng must be cl eared throu.$i  hi t) before 
i t can be done. Heard that a bul l eti n was put up af ter getti ng an OK f ro» a Mr. 

,  but  Mr. ordered them to be taken down. 

Each barrack has a house manager at thi s ti me; these i n turn el ected a counci l  of 
four who represent the whol e camp. Of course, these have been appoi nted before we 
came to camp, '̂ heir functi on i s to be the cl eari ng house for al l  matters pertai ni ng 
to the camp. 

We were hamstrung for a whol e when we were tryi ng to get the camp press out i n a 
hurry.  But f i nal l y,  af ter goi ng back to the co i nci l  of four,  they agreed to have 
al l  professi onal  men on a commi ttee to work out the paper .  I t seems that the coun-
ci l  of f our,  especi al l y a person named a J ACL man, sai d that the 
Ui sai  Wri ters .group i s pl anti ng peopl e i n di f ferent camps to try to control  the 
press.  He bases hi s contenti on on the fact that both the and the 
presses are edi ted by members of t he wri ters group,  '¿'ho els*» does he thi nk 
can handl e a >aper outsi de the wri ters? Any way* we ha« f i nal l y rotten the OK of 

Mr. _ _ t o put the paper out any ti me. We. are wai ti ng for the suppl i es to come 
i n now. Hope to get i t out by Fri day. 

Ko one cares about thei r atti re,  ^e gi rl s,  of  course, do to some extent.  -But not 
to t he extent that they woul d I f they were i n the ci ty.  I  am wear i ng j ean* and a 
spor t  short shi rt wi th a j acket over I t.  Practi cal l y al l  of  t he gi rl s ar e wi r i ng 
el acks.  

They had church on Sunday. The Buddhi sts,  the Protestants,  the Cathol i cs had thei r 
servi ces.  Heard that those who attended church wore thei r sui ts and were general l y 
dressed up. 

wi l l  have to organi ze f i re dri l l s i n the men' s dorm. %er © are onl y tao exi ts 
from the dorm. There are t o more whi ch l ead out to the grand stand. No wi ndows 
open to the outsi de.  There are no f i re excapes.  I ' m afrai d that there wi l l  be a 
pani c i f a f i re breaks out now. 

A fel l ow tol d me that the four-year ol ds,  or those i n thi s age group, do not get 
enough food. 'l?he real  young ones who are sti l l  dri nki ng thei r food seem to get 
enougt food, Special-f&od for those under 3 years I s prepared every meal .  
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-Vood i s mai n probl em now. Most of the boys don' t &rt enough. Hoterer,  thi ngs 
ar e i mprovi ng. 

I  h&ven
1

t any J ob at  the present  ti me. But now that the i nf l ux of the peopl e hag 
stopped X i ntend to aee Mr. j and see i f I  can carry out the type of work 
X was doi ng at  the County Court House i n County.  i s handl i ng thi ngs 
rel ated to el ecti ons.  Both wi thi n the camps and outsi de. 

I  wi l l  gi ve you an i dea of the menu that we got the fi rst three days I  was herr-.  
(for the gener al  mess hal l ,  ¿' he smal l er ones seem to have better food) 

May 7- Thu» Br eakf ast .  Lunch Di nner 

Stew ( l eas, carrots, 
meat) 

macaroni (2 tabl ŝpoons) 
potatoi i ) 
coffe« 

boi l ed 
bread(?) 

May 8- î r i  f ncaice s ' ") 
mush 

green vegetabl es ri ce 
potato (J ) boi l ed f i sh (about 3 raouthful l s) 
bread bread (2) toast (3) 

coffee 
bread ( 2) 

May 9- Sat .  pancakes ( 3)  corned beef & roast pork ( t i ny) 
mush ootato 
br ead( 2) bread ( 2)  canned beans( st r i ng) 

dri ed f i £S 

Col onel  of the rrmy was her? thi s day for i nspecti on. 

Thi s «111 gi ve you an i dea of what we ar<* eati ng. 



May 15 t h,  1942 

Dear 

I  have been so heart-si ck and i l l  over t hi s whol e t hi ng,  
t hat i t  l i as "been next to i mpossi bl e to wr i t e to anyone.  
There are so many t hi ngs to wr i t e about ,  or rat her t oo 
many thi ngs that shoul dn' t be 3ai d.  Today,  I  am f or ci ng 
mysel f  to drop you a f ew l i nes because a f r i end of  mi ne 
i s droppi ng by to see me and I  shal l  hand her my l et t er s,  

Days and dat es have l ost al l  meani ng.  I t  i s i ndeed l i ke 
l i vi ng i n a pr i son.  The bar bed wi re f ences and armed 
sent r i es are sl owl y st abbi ng my brai n i nt o a mass of  
bl oo  ̂ hol es.  I  see the ol d Deopl e and l i t t l e babi es 
havi ng to suf f er f rom t he bad l i vi ng condi t i ons and won-
der at t he st upi di t y of  man.  The young peopl e are havi ng 
a swel l  vacat i on,  pl ayi ng base- bal l ,  pi ng pong,  t enni s,  
et c.  Most of  t he f ol ks ar e maki ng the best of  t he 
si t uat i on and are maki ng qui t e a gal a event out of  i t .  
One woman i n t he nur ser y t ol d me that t hi s was the f i r st 
vacat i on she or her husband had had i n 6 year s and.  t hat 
t hey were goi ng to enj oy i t .  Onl y two gi r l s,  si st ers,  
so f ar ,  seem to have any f eel i ng about want i ng to get 
out .  Out of  t he al most 3, 000 here onl y 6 l et t ers of  
appeal s f or rel ease have been r ecei ved by Mr 
who i s at t he head of  t he cent er .  

X ar r i ved i n_ ,  May 1st ,  and af t er
 r

 vi si t  to 
t he evacuat i on headquar t er s,  t he W. C. C. A.  ,  I  di scovered 
t hat i f  I  had been mar r i ed to X coul d be exempt f rom 
goi ng i nto t he camp,  the Li eut enant made f ur t her i nqui r i es 
and t ol d me that i f  I  coul d get Commandi ng of f i cer to 
wi r e Maj or here that i t  woul d be al l  r i ght f or 
me to j oi n t her e,  I  woul d be gi ven t ravel  permi t s to 
go to Texas"! f wi r ed A �Sat urday ni ght and never r ecei ved 
any r epl y unt i l  af t er I  came to the damp on Tuesday.  I  
bel i eve that i t  was Thursday that I  got wor d that the 
t el egram coul d not be del i vered because he had been sent 
to an unknown dest i nat i on.  You can i magi ne my gr i ef  
and despai r .  

A l et t er came f rom hi m a f ew days ago.  - e i s a t _ 
,  wher e he expect s to be f or some 6 mont hs or mor e.  

He asks me to come to the l i t t l e t own of _ to 
l i ve,  not knowi ng that I  am now not even f ree to make 
at t empt s to get to hi m.  Thet hi ng i s now i n the hands 
of and the S.  F. Gang and they have wi red  ̂
t hat no more appeal s wi l l  be consi dered f or a whi l e.  I  
am desol at e.  

My poor f at her has become qui t e i l l ,  no doubt the ment al  
si de has a l ot to do wi t h hi s ai l i ng condi t i on,  ' ¿ne 
draf t y bui l di ng whi ch has been par t i t i oned of f  i nto 
cubby hol e® i s of  course not conduci ve to the best heal t h.  



The noi se i s terri f i c.  .  . and seemi ngl y endl ess.  Knowi ng 
how the J apanese l i ve i n t hei r own count r y,  t hey are 
abl e,  as a whol e,  to adapt t hemsel ves ver y wel l  to condi -
t i ons her e.  Most of  them ar e count ry f ol k wi t h «ay r acous 
voi ces and cl umsy heavy f eet ,  whi ch do«» nothi ng to mi ni -
mi ze t he noi se i n these echoi ng hal l s.  The "bui l di ng i s 
t he f ormer St ockyar d Exhi bi t i on Hal l ,  
and I  somet i mes wonder i f  t hey di dn' t del i verat el y choose 
not to r emove the "bi g si gn i n f r ont .  

Mr .
 t h e h e a d 111811 h e r e

»
 i s a v e r

y
 i

'
i n e p e r

" 

aon and i s t r yi ng hi s best to rnakre t hi ngs l i vabl e f or t he 
I NMATES.  Somet i mes,  I ' m sure he must f eel  i t  a hopel ess 
and t hankl ess j ob.  He t ol d me t hat he di d not r eal l y know 
what t he set - up was,  as f ar as t he co- ordi nat i on bet ween 
hi s wor k and t he S.  P.  gang went .  Ther e i s so much conf usi on 
and so l i t t l e i s r eal l y known of  t he hows and whys of  appeal s,  
and r egul at i ons.  

I  once gl anced br i ef l y at a t rapped ani mal  i n a met al  t rap 
i n the woods,  ' ĥat i s t he way I  f eel  at t he moment .  I t  i s 
hor r i bl e! The ar med sent r i es out si de t he bar bed wi r ed f ence 
l ook a bi t  f ool i sh,  guar di ng al l  t hese si mpl e,  gay,  pl ayf ul  
f ol k.  I  guess I ' m t he onl y one that woul d gi ve them any 
©xi t ement ,  f or I ' m sorel y t empt ed to make an escape at t i mes.  
They cannot under st and what my reddi sh hai r i s doi ng her e.  
The i nsi de guar ds ( Federal  pol i ce) t al k to me of t en.  They 
ar e so bor ed wi t h t he j ob.  One of  them sai d that mor e t al es 
wer e bei ng i magi ned about why I  was i n her e.  Some oi  t he 
J apanese bow to me and I  hear d t hat t hey t hi nk I ' m an F. B.

A
.  

ar ent ! Ot her s t hi nk I ' m a repor t er wr i t i ng a st ory.  And 
al l  I  am,  i s si i pl e st upi d me,  want i ng t o get to _ _ and away 
to some l i t t l e t i ny bi t  of  qui et .  

My si st er and t i ny t hree mont hs ol d Mi r a have had t hei r 
t r oubl es,  t oo.  She i s ver y upset over t he baby,  who i s 
a beaut y and had such a swel l  star t i n l i f e,  but al l  m al l  
she seems bet t er abl e to adj ust her sel f  because she i s wi t h 
her husband,  who i s a ver y cal m and st eady per son.  

I  am onl y l i vi ng f or the day when I  can get out ! I  shoul d 
appr eci at e any suggest i ons you mi ght have or any i nsi de i n-
f ormat i on t hat mi ght hel p me.  I  do t hi nk so of t en of  my 
f r i ends

s
 r eal l y so f ew,  who t hi nk and f eel  t he way x do 

and real i ze hew empt y one' s l i f e can be wi t hout compani on-
S i p wUh one' s i nt el l ect ual  equal s.  ( That sounds snobbi sh,  
but I ' m sure you under st and what I ' m at t empt i ng to say ) Do 
pl ease e x c u s e t hi s madewr i t i ng,  but bear wi t h me.  Mai l  wi l l  

be del i ver ed to me i f  sent to 
.  My gi r l  f r i end i s st ayi ng t here and I  don t . i ke 

mai l  sent to t he camp.  

My f ondest to al l  t he ol d crowd and speci al  greet i ngs to 
_ .  To you bot h t he *er y best and her e' s hopi ng we 
be chat t i ng t oget her bef or e too l ong.  
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May 25, 19 2̂ 

Dear Dor ot hy and W. I . :  

Rat her t han wr i t e you I  wi s h I  coul d pi ck up t he t el ephone 
and i nvi t e you t o a br eakf as t ,  somewhat sket chy t o be sur e,  i n 
our r edes i gned s t al l .  We' l l  have cof f ee and eggs ,  and some br ead 
whi ch we wi l l s eaur e,  cour t esy of  t he Ar my,  vi a our mess hal l .  Af t er 
t he f i ne t i me we had at your home ( i t  seems a l ong t i me ago) we' d 
l i ke t o ent er t ai n you i n s t yl e.  Even t hough I  was n' t qui t e al l  
t her e by t he t i me I  sat down t o di nner ,  I  r emember ever yt hi ng ver y 
di s t i nct l y.  I t  was ,  t o t el l  t he t r ut h,  t he f i r s t t i me I ' ve got t en 
so woo

7 j
y - -  mus t have been t he way W. I .  shook t hat s haker .  At 

any r at e,  your company,  f ood and dr i nks wer e excel l ent .  We l ook 
f or war d t o many mor e occas i ons when we can shar e such an enj oy-
abl e eveni ng - -  may t hey come soon.  

We under s t and t hat you wer e her e at Tanf or an l as t week and 
t hat you ol an t o come agai n on Wednes day.  Though we mi s s ed you 
t he f i r s t t i me,  I  hope we' l l  get t o see you t hi s week.  Fr i ends 
ar e l i ke a br eat h of  f r esh ai r .  Thi s envi r onment i s j ust s t uf f y 
wi t h J apanese conver sat i on and pr ovi nc i al i s m.  I  won' t go i nt o 
det ai l s because I  know Tom i s keepi ng you i nf or med,  but I  wi l l  
say t hi s :  The gover nment di d a damn good j ob i n set t i ng up t he 
phys i cal  f ac i l i t i es ,  par t i cul ar l y i n vi ew of  t he f act t hat t i l s i s 
i nterxf ed onl y as a t empor ar y cent er .  The admi ni s t r at i on,  on t he 
ot her hand,  s t i nks t o t he cor e.  The l ocal  manager s have no con-
cept i on of  t he magni t ude of  t he pr obl em,  but ,  of  cour se,  nei t her 
do t he member s of  t he gr oup.  Wi t h such vi s i onl es s heads ,  t hose 
of  us who f eel  t hat s omet hi ng shoul d be done f i nd i t  di f f i cul t  
t o i ni t i at e anyt hi ng cons t r uct i ve.  

The ki ds who h
0
d mor e or kss emanci pat ed t hemsel ves f r om 

t he gr oup f i nd i t  ver y di f f i cul t  t o make a happy adj us t ment .  As 
Char l i e Ki kuchi  apt l y put i t ,  " To be an Amer i can at Tanf or an i s 
a handi cap. " 

I  hear d Cher ni n was her e l as t week,  but f ai l ed t o see hi m,  
but we met Mr .  Neus t adt f or a br i ef  mi nut e on hi s i ni t i al  vi s i t .  
As Laws on had hi m i n t ow,  t her e was n' t much of  a chance f or con-
ver s at i on.  I  wr ot e hi m a f ai r l y l ong l et t er l as t week,  out l i ni ng 
t he " pr obl ems" so- cal l ed wi t h whi ch we seem t o be t aced.  

Anne and I  hope t hat you' r e bot h i n good heal t h and pl ug-
gi ng l i ke hel l .  We l ook f or war d t o seei ng you Wednes day.  
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Dear Vi r gi ni a:  î ght i ng a l one bat t l e but st i l l  game 
and meet i ng the Counci l  of  Chur ches,  the Soci al  and Wel f are 
agenci es of  Denver ,  the Gover nor ' s commi t t ee on the J apanese 
the St at e Commi t t ee on Svacuees,  the Gover nor ' s Commi t t ee,  
wr i t er s and p i bl i shers here i n t hi s st at e and maki ng a cer t ai n 
st rong basi s f or the ki nd of  pr essur e whi ch wi l l  make f or 
t he success of  t he Rel ocat i on pr oj ect s as wel l  as a publ i c 
under st andi ng of  our ai ms and obj ect i ves so t hat t he 
man on the st reet wi l l  have some common ai ms r egar di ng t hi s 
si t uat i on,  l et t i ng i n t ouch i t h M .  Mar shal l  of  t he 
Col l i er ' s t oo and I  sho . I d l i ke to hear of  t he t hi ngs t hat 
you are doi ng i n your depar t ment wi t h Dr .  Thomas.  Get t i ng 
the Col l eges l i ned up f or t he col l ege st udent s i n the 
Cent er s and get t i ng some t est i mony at the pr esent t i me.  
How' s Nobu Takahashi .  Thi nk t hat the Rocky mount ai n 
r egi on i s goi ng t o make cer t ai n commi t ment s t hat wi l l  
r eal l y hel p the nat i onal  si t uat i on.  You' ve heard of  some.  
Wi t h best wi shes.  Si ncer el y,  Li ncol  Kanai  



J une 16, 1942 

Dear Li ncol n: 

Many t hanks f or your l et t er and f or your one man f i ght to br i ng 
about the beat sol ut i ons to i nj ust i ces and shor t / -̂ si ght ea deci -
si ons by the aut hor i t i es i n char ge. I t i s wi t h deep admi r at i on 
and r espect t hat I  r ead of your excel l ent act i vi t i es to hel p. 
May God be wi t h you i n your ef f or t s and may you be abl e to make 
every bi t count most ef f ect i vel y.  1 was wonder i ng wher e you had 
hung your hat so to speak. J oe t el l s me t hat t he FBI  wer e aski ng 
hi m about you. Yuki o t el l s me t hat you are cover i ng t he ci t y 
ver y wel l  and t hat you are pi t chi ng your best .  I  m gl ad to know 
t hat you can j ust i f i abl y bel i eve t hat what you ar8 doi ng i s the 
r i ght t hi ng. I  agree wi t h you so keep i t - goi ng f ul l  bl ast as f ar 
$s you can. 

Many at Tanf or an are expr essi ng t hei r secret desi r e t hat they 
woul d l i ke to r emai n her e f or the ¿ar i xg dur at i on of the war and 
many have def i ni t el y made such st at ement openl y.  The l i f e her e i s 
same as ever ,  expept that the f ood and pl umbi ng whi ch i s a dai l y 
necessi t y ha3 i mpr oved so much t hat the onl y ki ck one hear s now 

i s the cr i t i ci sm agai nst i ndi vi dual s and per sonal i t i es.  I t means 
t h�t the physi cal  set - up at Tanf or an i s very good and the Admi ni s-
t r at i on has done and i s doi ng a f i ne j i | Kfi xm£raxmm pi ece of wor k. 
I f one want so grurabl e,  t here' s no end to i t ,  but on t he whol e, 
l i f e i s good her e and peopl e has l ear nei  to

 P
ccept i t wi t h the 

pr oper at t i t ude.  I t i s not good when t hi ngs get too good f or the 
peopl e wi l l  st ar t to demand bet t er and bet t er t hi ngs,  mor e and 
mor e t hi ngs and pr i vi l eges whi ch means t hat t he Aut hor i t i es wi l l  
cl amp down and t ake away t he r i ght s and pr i vi l eges now al l oweu. 
I n f act ,  i ndi vi dual s can l eave t he camp to go to San Fr anci sco 
i f busi ness,  deat h, et c.  war r ant s i t .  Vi si t or s can come i n at 
any t i me of the day i f i t ' s bet ween th hour s of ten and 4 pm. 
every day except Mondgj i .  

St ar t i ng t omor r ow, t here wi l l  be a count of ever yone at camp 
i n the mess hal l s I n the mor ni ng and at 6: 30 pm at home. Thi s 
wi l l  be done t wi ce dai l y and i t ' s assi ni ne,  but i t ' s army' s or der . 
I magi ne maki ng such a count when we are encl osed wi t hi n by bar bed 
wi r e f ence and gusr d̂s wal ki n  ̂ ever y 50 f eet and se; t r i es i n wat hc 
t owers every 1J 0 y/ ards wi t h gun ready to ki l l .  i t seems t hat 
we are sl owl y,  but cer t ai nl y get t i ng eased i nto the t yoe of l i f e 
whi ch wi l l  f ol l ow l at er even i f I t ' s i n war Rel ocat i on si t es. 
I  doubt i f the ar my wi l l  l et us go scot f ree as the pl ans are now 
bei ng made. 

Sure was I nt er est i ng to see the behavi or of the i ssei  and the ni sei  
dur i ng a very heat ed el ect i on campai gn f or counci l men f or the 
sel f - gover ni ng body. As f ar as I  can see, i t ' p j ust a r ubber 
st amp, out I  suppor t ed the movement s f or i t ' s a new exper i ence 
f or many of us and unl ess we exer ci se our f r anchi se r i ght s,  we 
shal l  l ose I t .  Lot s of r eal  t i me pol i t i cs was br o ûght i nto 
pl ay n»i th al l  the cunni n n̂ess and t r i cki nes3 of the vet er an pol i -
t i ci ans.  I t caused l ot s of i l l  f eel i ngs and bl owi ng of f ,  but 
i t di d pr ovi de somet hi ng f or the i ssei  to be concer ned about . 
Tad Fuj i t a got beat by Toshi mi  Ogawa f or our <i st r i ct .  Dave Tat su-
no, Kay Tsukamot o,  and Hoy Kaneko wer e r unni ng. I  don t̂ know the 
r esul t s of the el ect i on i n t hei r r espect i ve pr eci nct s. 



' Li ncol n: 2 

Sure gl ad to l ear n that Mi ss Mukaye
 b

ot such a swel l  br eak. I  was 
hopi ng, that you mi ght get the same br eaks.  Maybe Mr . Kor r i e can 
hel p f i x up somet hi ng l i ke i t so that you can car r y on your wor k. 
You sere are val uabl e f or out si de cont act man *nd the t hi ngs t hat 
you have been doi ng cer t ai nl ybear s out my st at ement . 

Pol ks and my br ot her s are al l  wel l  and heal t hy.  I t seems t hat 
t hey are very sat i si f i ed wi t h l i f e her e. Mot her got t et ani a,  but 
the serum saved her and we wer e very happy and f or t unat e. 

Tal ki ng about hospi t al ,  our hospi t al  has i mpr oved some, but i t i s 
not much di f f er ent .  Suppl i es

f
ar e l acki ng, per sonnel  sf ci kkksf xandx 

has a t ough j ob and they aren t doi ng a very good j ob, per hpas 
doct or s f eel  the f ut i l i t y of i t al l .  Very i nef f i ci ent and very 
poor l y managed. But ,  i t

f

s the best we can mu.< ter up I  guess. 

Mr . Wm. Lawson has been shi f t ed back to hi s f or mer j ob, and the 
new manager i s i i r.  Pr ank Davi s.  Davi s i s a busi nessl i ke ax 
t ough man, but he l i st ens to our sayi ngs.  Not very wel l  l i ked. 
Davi s get s mor e t hi ngs done however ,  si nce he demands act i on and 
pr ompt ness.  Numaj i r i  hel ps Davi s t r ansl at e al l  the of f i ci al  

announcement s and cuts the st enci l  f or hi m. Davi s t hi nks C. N. i s 
an r ever end. 

Church act i vi t i es are eoi n  ̂ al ong very smoot hl y and very po ul ar l y. 
I t i s one of the success of thi s camp l i f e and the mor al e' bui l di ng 
f or ce. Educat i on has st ar t ed on r eal  ef f ect i ve scal e.  Henr y Tani  
i s one of the pr i nci pal .

 v
e heads the hi gh school  gr oup, and t here 

are Gr ammar school ,  nur ser y,  j r .  hi gh school  gr oups so f ar .  Soon, 
col l ege hel ps wi l l  be gi ven, but r i ght now onl y 70 or so t eachers 
are on the pay r ol l  of #16. 00 per mont h or so. I  doubt whet her we 
shal l  see any of thi s pr omi sed pay r ol l .  We don

0
t expect I t anyway. 

�
Q

 can
0
t put much f i l t h i n what I s sai d by the aut hor i t i es any mor e, 

"hose l i vi ng i n AREA " WERE TOLD TEAT t hey woul dn' t have to move 
i f t hey wer e i n #2 ar ea. Ever y dar n one of them have to move and so 
those who j ust got set t l ed i n Vi sal i a,  et c.  wi l l  have to go t o 
Ar kansas.  rthy? I  am wai t i ng when the t rut h comes out f i ve t en yr s. 
f r om now. Uni v of Cal i f .  . Pol i t i cal  Sci ence depar t ment i s vi t al l y 
i nt er est ed i n t hi s and want s al l  the evi dence possi bl e to br i ng up 
a r evel at i on l at er .  They seem to want to £i ght t he unconst i t ui onal i -
ty of the tahole set - up. 

I  showed your l et t er to C. N and wi l l  show i t to ot her s as you asked. 
J oe Goodman ar ops i n her e once a week or so whenever he get s of f .  
Xi

e i s pushi ng cer t ai n t hi ngs f or us. We are now l ooki ng f or war d to 
the type of t hi n

0
s we can i mprove i n the r eLocat i on ar eas.  We f i nd 

that t here i s t endency f or the aut hor i t i es to make a speci al  t ype of 
pr ogr am f or us ci t y dwel l er s.  r er haps we shal l  be sent to ânzanar 
to wor k i n i ndust r i al  act i vi t i es,  f er hpas the;; shfal l  bui l d a new 
camp f or us so t hat v»e can have semi - i ndi st ur ai  ar t s.  AT any r at e, 
the peopl e are much concer ned about i t ,  and I  t hi nk t hi s undeci det 
nat ure of t hi ngs have got many peopl e on tense ner ves and cause l ot s 
of heat ed wor ds and mi sunder st andi ng.  Lav. and or der i s wel l  pr eser ved 
but l ot s of gossi p and i nsi duous r emar s are made. One reason i s 
that no i ssei  t al ent or ent er t t i nment pr ogr ams are al l owed. Not one 
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Tanforan Assembl y Center 
Barrack 77 - Apt.  1 
San Bruno, Cal i f .  
J une 16, 1942 

Pr of .  Royal  A.  Rober t s 
Dept .  of  Economi cs 
Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a 
Ber kel ey,  Cal i f or ni a 

Dear Pr of essor Rober t s:  

Ever si nce I  ar r i ved here at our new t empor ar y hone her e at Tanf or an 
l ast mont h I  meant to wr i t e to you and t el l  you how we,  t he evacuees,  are 
get t i ng al ong i n t hi s unusual  exi st ence.  At l ong l ast ,  I  am get t i ng down 
to t hi s l et t er .  I  met Pr of essor Paul  Tayl or ,  husband of  my new f r i end Mr s.  
Dor ot hea Lang Tayl or ,  who t ook qui t e a f ew shot s of  us bef ore our evacuat i on,  
at t he vi si t i ng stand her e t wo weeks ago.  I t  was good to have hi m come to 
vi si t  us al l  t he way f r om Ber kel ey,  and i t  was st i l l  good to hear t hat you 
sent me your best wi shes ' through hi m.  One of  t he gr eat est i nspi r at i on f or us 
here at Tanf or an i s t o know what f i ne f el l ow . Ameri can f r i ends out si de t he wi r e 
f ence are hopi ng and doi ng f or us.  

J ust what are you doi ng t hese summer days wi t h the r egul ar semest er al l  
over? Remember i ng you wel l  f r om your l ect ur es,  whi ch never put us to sl eep,  
i n Econ.  125 and 124,  you must be very busy as usual .  I  st i l l  r ecal l  you usi ng 
t hese two wor ds:  "hi at us" (how do we pr onounce i t )  and "the gr eat hoi  pol oi " .  
Young as I  st i l l  am,  I  never f ai l  t o r emember j our cl asses as I  r emi ni sce over 
my hect i c col l ege days.  I  si ncerel y bel i eve t hat the per sonal i t y am the 
charact er of  t he pr of essor s are t he great est her i t age to col l ege st udent s f or 
t he i mpact of  t he i nf l uence of  t he t eacher s l i ve l ong af t er the detai l . ed nat t er s 
of  t he courses are f or got t en.  

Nov,  you pr obabl y must be i nt erest ed i n what goes on here at our assembl y 
cent er i n t he peni nsul a.  You must wonder what ki nd of  a l i f e we l i ve her e each 
passi ng day,  so I  shal l  gi ve you an evacuee' s eye- vi ew of  day- t o- day l i f e her e 
at Tanf or an:  

Fi r st ,  t he l i vi ng quar t er s�t hose l i i o unf or t unat el y ar r i ved her e f i r st ,  
or t owar d t he begi nni ng,  i nst ead of  f i r st cone,  f i r st ser ved,  wer e assi gned to 
hor se st al l s whi ch wer e whi t ewashed.  The st al l s,  nat ur al l y,  are smel l y and 
dark as t here i s onl y one wi ndow.  One advant age of  the st al l s over the new 
bar racks i s t hat i t  does not get t oo war m or too col d t here as t hey ar e of  
heavy pei raanent const r uct i on as compared wi t h the bar r acks.  Tie ar r i ved wi t h 
t he l at er gr oups so wer e f or t unat e i n get t i ng i nt o a new bar r ack apar t ment .  
Each bar rack i s 100 f eet l ong and 20 f eet wi de,  and has 5 apar t ment s,  separat ed 
by pl ywood panel s,  20 f t .  by 20 f t .  There i s a door and 4 wi ndows t o each apt .  
As soon as we ar r i ved,  we became amat eur carpent er s and put up par t i t i ons,  
shel ves,  and cl oset s as wel l  as cur t ai ns and t abl es.  I t  was j ust a bl ank square 
r oom when we f i r st cane but now i t  i s a l i veabl e "home. " At pr esent ,  si x of  us,  
i ncl udi ng my dad,  my younger br ot her ,  ray wi f e and two sons and,  of  cour se,  mysel f  
are st ayi ng her e.  Because we have t wo young chi l dr en,  t hey have f ur ni shed us 
wi t h a moder n ker osene- bur ni ng heat er .  We al l  sl eep on r egul at i on st eel  army 
cot s and ar e suppl i ed wi t h ei t her st raw- f i l l ed or cot t on- f i l l ed mat t r esses.  



2. 
Ther e i s one el ect r i c l i ght i n each apt . ,  but most of  us add ext ensi ons on f or 
mor e l i ght or f or ot her pur poses.  

For our t oi l et pur poses t here i s a shower and a wash room f or each di st r i ct 
adj oi ni ng a wat er cl oset sect i on.  Hot r unni ng wat er may be had unl ess too much 
i s used up dur i ng peak t i mes.  We can t ake hot or col d shower s,  no bat hs,  when-
ever we l i ke.  

I t  seems as t hough we are const ant l y eat i ng f or we have t o get t o our mess 
hal l s on t i me to get t o eat .  Our mess hal l ,  one of  18,  f eeds 800 per sons each 
meal ,  and i s operat ed by wor ker s f r om among t he evacuees.  The menus are pl anned 
several  weeks i n advance by the chi ef  commi ssary man,  Lr .  For gar t y.  Ther e are 
t wo shi f t s,  A & B,  whi ch eat at ei t her 7,  12,  and 5 or 7: 45,  12: 45 and 5: 45 
as we shi f t  around each week.  One of  t he det est abl e t hi ngs about eat i ng i s t hat 
we have to stand i n l i ne,  l i ke depr essi on bread l i nes,  t o eat .  The f ood was 
r el at i vel y poor upon our ar r i val ,  but now we have no compl ai nt s to make except -
i ng t hat we coul d "go" f or some r i ch past r i es or Chi nese chow mei n whi ch we wer e 
accust omed t o eat i ng i n San Fr anci sco.  To gi ve you a good i dea of  a t ypi cal  day' s 
meal s:  Br eakf ast �1/ 4 gr apef r ui t ,  hot mush,  t wo t oast s wi t h j am or but t er al t er -
nat ed each day,  and cof f ee;  l unch�meat bal l s wi t h gr avy,  canned cor n,  l et t uce 
sal ad,  t ea,  br ead,  no but t er ,  and chocol at e puddi ng;  di nner ( supper ) �r i ce,  beef  
st ew,  boi l ed squash,  and canned peaches,  pl us al l  t he bread we can eat .  The 
quant i t y we get i s qui t e subst ant i al  f or most except i ng growi ng chi l dren who 
al ways rush f or second hel pi ngs whenever t hey have i t .  You can see why t hey 
shi f t  di nner hour s as usual l y t he second shi f t  get s second hel pi ngs.  Oh,  y' es,  
1/ 2 pi nt of  mi l k ar e gi ven t o each pregnant or nur si ng mot her ,  aged per sons,  or 
chi l dren up t o 12.  Al l  i n al l ,  t he f ood si t uat i on i s wel l  i n hand ani  we cannot 
compl ai n a bi t .  Of  cour se,  eat i ng i n a l arge mess hal l  can never compensat e f or 
the l ei sur el y home- cooked r epast s.  

There ar e about 8 wash l aundr y r ooms or bar racks around the camp.  We are 
f or t unat e i n t hat a new l aundr y opened at the end of  our bar r ack.  The l aundry 
bui l di ng uni t are t hree i n number wi t h the f i r st bui l di ng t he washi ng room wi t h 
60 wash t ubs,  second the i r oni ng r oom,  and t hi r d,  t he dr yi ng room wi t h cl ot hes 
l i nes.  Most of  us,  however ,  dr y our cl ot hes on l i nes out si de the bar r ack.  I  
have been kept qui t e busy washi ng about 3 dozen di aper s pl us host s of  ot her 
apparel  i t ems each mor ni ng af t er br eakf ast .  

My bi g wor k each day i s di aper washi ng,  bel i eve i t  or ncrfc,  Prof essor 
Rober t s,  as I  j ust had my second son,  Rodney,  about 2- 1/ 2 weeks ago here at 
t he i mprovi sed cent er hospi t al .  My wi f e i s st i l l  abed conval esci ng,  so I  am 
kept qui t e busy.  How t rue i s t he sayi ng "a woman' s wor k i s never done. " 
Ot her act i vi t i es t hat I  am engaged i n,  besi de my l et t er - wr i t i ng and r eadi ng,  
are church wor k and speaki ng at panel  f orums her e at t he Tanf or an Town Hal l  
(or St al l ,  as I  t ermed i t ) .  I  al so hel ped out as emcee f or the t al ent show 
several  weeks ago wher e we had a crowd of  4, 000 on t he grand st and.  El ement ary 
and hi gh school  t eachi ng have j ust opened up t hi s week wi t h our young peopl e,  
col l ege gr ads,  hel pi ng out .  I  woul d l i ke t o but have been kept away f rom"i t 
due to pr essi ng wor k around t he house.  

Ther e ar e about 8 r ecr eat i on hal l s whi ch ar range f or the r ecr eat i onal  
act i vi t i es of  t he evacuees.  Basket bal l ,  vol l eybal l ,  pi ng pong,  badmi nt on,  
f ol k danci ng,  f oot bal l ,  basebal l ,  et c.  are f eat ur ed.  The adul t s have t hei r 
own r ecr eat i onal  program t oo.  The di r ect or of  Recr eat i on her e,  whom I  have 
had t he pl easur e of  meet i ng,  i s Mr .  Ler oy Thompson,  UC ' 30,  whi l e Mr .  Ki l pat r i ck,  



head of  t he educat i onal  wor k here i s al so a UC man.  Ther e are qui t e a f ew UC 
graduat es among us,  and t hey are al l  doi ng good wor k.  

As t hi s i s a t empor ar y assembl y cent er ,  al l  the wor k here i nvol ves t he 
mai nt enance and oper at i on of  t hi s cent er as mess wor k,  r oad wor k,  mai nt enance 
wor k,  and r ecr eat i on and educat i onal  wor k.  The scal e of  wages,  as you pr obabl y 
heard al r eady,  i s $16 f or pr of essi onal ,  $12 f or ski l l ed l abor ,  and $8 f or un-
ski l l ed l abor .  Most probabl y I  wi l l  be doi ng cl ot hi ng store wor k agai n at the 
r el ocat i on ar ea as I  f i nd t hat wi t h 8, 000 her e t here are no ot her t horoughl y 
exper i enced and educat ed dept .  st ore man her e.  Wel l ,  I  guess I  shal l  be agai n 
drawi ng upon my 124 A- B l ear ni ng.  

The mor al e of  the group here i s r emar kabl y good.  The vi si t or s who cane 
t hrough t he red- t ape of  t he ar my at t he gat e,  who not i ces the barbed- wi r e f ences 
and sol di er s on const ant guard dut y,  f eel  qui t e sor ry f or us when t hey come t o 
see us,  but ,  l et me assure you,  we don

f

t  f eel  hal f  so bad.  I n f act ,  because 
thi s cent er i s so l arge and we have so many f r i ends and act i vi t i es,  we never 
not i ce t he wi r e f ence and the sent r i es.  I  am consi der i ng t hi s a vronderf ul  
oppor t uni t y to r el ax,  st udy,  and enj oy t he f r ui t s of  f r i endshi p.  Li f e i s t rul y 
what vje make i t ,  and I ,  f or one,  am goi ng t o l et t hi s be one grand exper i ence 
i n my l i f e.  

I f  you can come to vi si t  us,  t he hour s are f rom 9 t o 12,  1 t o 4,  every 
day except i ng Mondays.  Let me know i n advance i f  you are comi ng.  Ivfy onl y 
sor row i s t hat vi si t or s cannot get ont o the ground but must vi si t  on the grand-
st and.  My r egar ds t o Pr of essor and Mr s.  Paul  Tayl or .  Ki ndl y t ake care of  your 
heal t h.  

Si ncer el y your s,  

Dave M.  Tat suno 



J une 22, I 9U2 

Dear M: 

Thanks a l ot for your l etter.  I ' m gl ad to hear that you sti l l  have fai th i n democrati c 
gov' t and are sti l l  obj ecti ve enough to real i ze that there i s no other way than an al l i ed 
vi ctory.  I  hope that you real i ze that our pl i ght i

0 n o
t i sol ated�i t i s part of a worl d 

pi cture of i nj usti ce toward mi nori ty groups, the Hegro i n the South, the J ews i n Germany, 
the peopl es of conquered nati ons and even the J ews i n thi s country.  However,  f i ndi ng 
sol ace i n the mi sery of others,  I  grant you, i s not much comfort.  I t wi l l ,  however, 
make you l ess egocentri c,  i t wi l l  gi ve you a wi der perspecti ve.  The fact that you fi nd 
i nj usti ce and i ntol erance i n a nati on at war i s no reason for "becomi ng "bi tter-�after al l  
the European mi nori ti es suffered much greater i ndi gni ti es under condi ti ons of peace�or 
shoul d I  say condi ti ons of no physi cal  warfare.  At l east under our form of gov' t ,  i n-
tol erance was gradual l y "being conquered.  Even today among the "better educated, among 
the l eaders (I  don' t mean pol i ti ci ans pl ayi ng to the rabbl e) you f i nd many who are 
taki ng these i ntol erant acts as pretty "bi tter pi l l s�t h  ̂ see the hypocri sy i nvol ved 
"but they can do nothi ng at present; si nce the "big probl em ri ght now i s to wi n the war. 
I  feel  conf i dent that after the war, / the status of the ni sei  may have retrogressed, 
the opi ni ons of these educati onal  and rel i gi ous l eaders wi l l  come to the fore and I ' m 
sure that the ni sei  wi l l  "be abl e to wi n back the conf i dence of the Ameri can peopl e. 
Of course,  much wi l l  depend on the atti tude of the ni sei .  I f he i s shortsi î ted and 
sees onl y the present i nj usti ces and feel s that everyone i s agai nst hi m��i f he i s em-
bi ttered by the sacri f i ces he has made�these peopl e who are for us wi l l  not be abl e 
to do much. I  have taken as opti mi sti c an outl ook as possi bl e,  tryi ng to show peopl e 
that mi ne i s a typi cal  ni sei  outl ook and I  thi nk that at l east among my i mmedi ate 
ci rcl e�Men' s dorai ,  Westmi nster Fel l owshi p and vari ous prof s�I have pretty much shown 
them that we may l ook l i ke J aps but that we are j ust as Ameri can as any of them. 

The church groups are especi al l y i nterested i n our probl ems and I  understand that there 
i s a constant f l ow of l i terature to the churches and rel i gi ous groups to f i ght i ntol -
erance and prej udi ce.  I ' m sure that so l ong as we don' t l et them down they' l l  conti nue 
to f i ght for our ri ghts.  To f i ght for our ri ghts i s f i ghti ng fasci sm, but there are 
vari ous ways of doi ng thi s.  I f we get bi tter,  i t won' t geijour ri ghts.  I t' l l  onl y 
gi ve the pressure groups a chance to say how ri ght they were. I f ,  on the other hand, 
we keep our fai th i n Ameri ca and educate the Ameri can publ i c as to our l pyal ty and as 
to the i nj usti ces we have suf fered,  I ' m sure the tradi ti onal  Ameri can sense of sports-
manshi p and fai r pl ey wi l l ,  af ter the war,  make i t much easi er to readj ust the ni sei  
i n the post-war peri od. 

I ' m sorry i f I  seemed to be sermoni zi ng,  M. You know that i t wasn' t meant for you so 
much as to gi ve you some more arguments to gi ve to some of your f ri ends. 

Tour l etter bri ngs back many fond memori es of thi ngs we used to do. I  certai nl y wi sh 
that I  coul d go to camp once i n a whi l e j ust to see al l  of you, have a decent bri dge 
game and go to a dance where I  know most of the peopl e.  Out here they' re more formal  
and you don' t have peopl e cutti ng i n every two steps. You dance wi th your date al most 
al l  eveni ng�at l east that' s what my roommate tel l s me. I ' ve onl y gone on one bl i nd 
date. Last Saturday I  went on a steak fry and had a pretty good ti me. We pl ayed bri dge 
and at l east no one trumped my ace. The Dorm i s pl anni ng "Open House" every Sat ni te 
wi th danci ng i n the l ounge, as wel l  as smokers,  pi cni cs and one formal  dance. So� 
despi te l ack of f i nances,  I  guess I  won' t be studyi ng al l  the ti me. I nci dental l y,  that 
bl i nd date cost me 20̂  for the eveni ng si nce we deci ded to spl urge afterwards and bought 
i ce cream cones. I ' ve found that students are pereni al l y broke so that outsi de of 
formal s,  i t costs very l i ttl e.  However,  I  certai nl y mi ss the ni sei  gi rl s�regardl ess 
of what we used to say about them. I  fel t much more at ease wi th them. 

I  recei ved a favorabl e repl y from Oberl i n but they don' t gi ve schol arshi ps to transfer 
students so I  probabl y won' t go there.  The espenses run pretty hi t̂i  and part- ti me work 

(over) 



i sn' t certai n there.  Of course,  the Econ Dept i s better there hut I  wonder whether I  
shoul dn' t stay on here and get my econ from wi der readi ng. They havé heen so ki nd to 
me here that I  thi nk that perhaps I  owe i t to the Uni versi ty to stay on. What do you 
thi nk? Dr.  El l i s wants me to transfer.  Bul an' thi nks I  ought to stay. Rev. Luchs and 
Prof .  Heyes (Ohi o State I con Prof ) thi nk I  shoul d swi tch.  % roomaate and my fami l y 
thi nk I  ought to stay here. Mi nnesota i s sti l l  on the fence and I ' m getti ng sort of 
ti red l ooki ng around for school s. 

Regards to your si sters and the rest of your fami l y,  and wri te soon. 

Si ncerel y, 

S 









Qual i f i cat i ons on_Remar ksi _ 
17 Not " necessar i l y" " aut hor i zed ' by Admi ni s t r at i on 
2.  Was not her e f or t he ' i r st 5 days 
3. What i s sai d i s not t o toe cons t r ued as accus at i ons agai ns t per s ons 
4.  I nt er vi ewer i n t he U. S. E. S.  ef f i c i ent empl oyment set up 

Pas t Funct i ons 
1.  i ni t i al - -  get a man f or t he j ob. /  f ood,  hous i ng and t r ans por t at i on 

par amount .  
2.  Gamp l i f e not or gani zed � f i l es not set up � hi r i ng was n' t 

cent r al i zed f avor i t i sm amd nepot i sm pr evai l ed.  
3.  no of f i ce pr odedur e spot pl acement s 

Pr es ent Funct i ons 
1.  Af t er f i r s t week hi r i ng cent r al i zed and pl acement mor e or l ess 

s el ect i ve.  
2.  Appl i cat i on car ds i nadequat e f or compl et e wor k hi s t r oy �unaut hor -

i zed peopl e t aki ng i nt er vi ews 
3.  unaut hor i z ed r equi s t i ons toy peopl e - - -  r equi s i t i on pr ocedur e 

conf used as consequence f r equent di s s i s s i al s 
4.  Ti mekeepi mg mechani sm not est abl i shed.  
5.  Pl acement per s onnel  no per s onnel  exper i ence t her ef or e unat ol e 

t o eval uat e wor k exper i ence, " caus i ng f r equent t ur nover i n j obs ,  
r esul t i r i g i n di sor gani zat i on and l ower i ng of  mor al e.  

6.  aut hor i t y not def i ned i n of f i ce- -  dupl i cat i on of  wor k 
7.  Fai l ur e t o make cl ear ques t i on of  wages and hour s di dn' t hel p 

empl oyment pi c t ur e.  
8.  Too many f unct i ons as s umed to * t he empl oyment of f i ce - -  gi vi ng 

gener al  i nf or mat i on,  hous i ng ques t i ons ,  payr ol l ,  act i ng as 
pol i ceman i n addi t i on t o empl oyment f unct i ons 

9.  Compl ai nt s:  
a.  t hat t oo many per s onal  ques t i ons as r e wt .  hgt .  age,  degr ee 

of  educat i on,  des cr i pt i on of  wor k hi s t or y wer e asked 

i f  one wer e t o go t o an USES of f i ce even mor e det ai l ed 
ques t i ons woul d toe asked.  Thi s - i nf or mat i : n i s necessar y 
f or a sat i s f act or y cl a s s i f i cat i on as wel l  as a sat i s-
f act or y pl acement .

 1

he i nf or mat i on i s conf i dent i al  and 
t he appl i cant s shoul d accept i t  i n t he pr oper spi r i t .  

pl acement i s not det er mi ned toy per s onal  des i r e,  but upon 
a per s on' s qual i f i cat i on,  des i r e i s onl y a sel ect i ve 
f act or an i t  i s onl y i mpor t ant when ne i s f ul l y qual i -
f i ed f or mor e t han one par t i cul ar t ype of  wor k.  

I l l us t r at i on:  

b.  t hat t i e i nt er vi ewer s wer e di s cour agi ng t he peopl e who 
had l anguage handi caps f r om appl yi ng s i nce t hey spoke 
i n Engl i s h.  

The i nt er vi ewer s f csf i i f c i n ques t i on f el t  t hat j ust becaus e we 
wk .  happened t o be al l  J apanes e xf t af cx x̂i aaRSSKxt esi xspskgH and 
wet f e t oget her tit di dn' t necessar i l y make t hi s Yokohama.  By 
us i ng Engl i sh al mos t excl us i vel y t hey t r i ed t o emphas i ze t he 
f act t hat Tanf or an was an Amer i can Cent er .  As I  expr es s ed 
mys el f  pr evi ous l y bef or e t he Hous e Manager s and t o ot her peopl e 

I  t hi nk t hat t hi s shoul d bp by al l  means t he keynot e of  t he .  
whol e evacuat i on and r el ocat i on pr ogr am.  
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10.  Af t er maj or por t i on of  r egi s t r at i on of  evacuees was over - - Grander 
del egat ed t o r eor gani z e t he empl oyment of f i ce.  

11.  hi r i ng became mor e cent r al i zed.  
12.  Announcement came as t o wages and hour s.  

/ 
13.  I t  was announced t hat no mor e i nt ervi ews woul d be t aken i n or der t o 

make possi bl e an occupat i onal  cl assi f i cat i on of  al l  t  ose 
bet ween 16- 65 Thi s i nf or mat i on was secured f rom t he Soci al  
Regi st r at i on f orm f i l l ed out  at t he cont rol  st at i on.  $he dat a 
consi st ed of  mame,  addr ess,  f ami l y no.  sex,  age and occupat i on 
at the t i me of  evacuat i on.  T i s dat a was cl assi f i ed was cl assi -
f i ed under gener al  headi ngs wi t hout any specf i c i nf ormat i on 
such as st udent s,  l aundry oper at or s,  f armer s et c.  

Fut ur e Pr ospect s 

1.  As i t  i s obvi ous t hat a mor e comi :  l et e occupat i onal  survey fcaxroiasts: 
HfcxfelmxgrBratja i s needed f or t he group t here are t wo al t er nat i ves:  

.  a.  f i r st a r epr esent at i ve come f rom t he USES to make a mor e 
compl et e survey f ol l owi ng t i e empl oyment servi ce pro-
edure 

b.  or co api ete t he pr esent survey by , more t horough i nt er vi ews.  



LETTER 

Henry Tani  j
u l y 1 5 # 1 9 4 2 

Tanforan 

Dear Mr . & Mrs« Young* 

Thi s i s a f i ne ti me for me to acknowl edge the vi si t of Mrs, Young ful ly-
one month ago« And I  know I  shoul d have wri tten you before» 

Pl ease be assured that we are doi ng very ni oel y under the ci rcumstances, 
and though l i fe on the "outsi de" shoul d be desi red,  I  doubt whether any of us 
here woul d prefer i t now that we have tasted the l uxury of l i vi ng "off the 
government" for two months or more. 

I t i s true, now that we thi nk of i t ,  that our f i rst week of adj ustment was 
the hardest.  On every hand was cause for compl ai nt.  Crowded i nto cramped quarters, 
l i ni ng up for meal s,  the perenni al  dust and di rt,  the l ack of pri vacy,  and the i n-
conveni ence of goi ng some di stance to the wash- rooms, l aundry rooms, etc. ,  � 
there are terri f i c shocks to whi ch we have now become qui te accustomed, and wi th 
much physi cal  i mprovements i n the grounds,  we real l y have l i ttl e grounds for 
cri ti ci sms. 

After al l ,  i t must have been a di stasteful  j ob for the one i n charge to 
make pl ans for us i n thi s evacuati on center.  Onl y because i t was of "mi l i tary 
necessi ty" woul d we accede so wi l l i ngl y to l eave the comforts and securi ty of 
our homes and busi nesses.  And so we l augh "up our sl eeve" when Governor Ol son, 
after l ambasti ng us around and cal l i ng us names so that al l  J apanese i n the whol e 
state of Cal i forni a are evacuated,  now prai ses us for bei ng l oyal  so that we coul d 
be rel eased for farm work. Gi ven the chance, I  doubt whether any of us woul d 
"vol unteer" for the farm work that he wants us to do. Thi s may be "unpatri oti c" 
but much rather woul d we hurry to our rel ocati on areas and there devel op agri -
cul tural  areas,  and produce so much surpl us foods that we woul d embarrass the 
Cal i forni a farm cl i ques i n a few years» 

However,  I  woul d l i ke to gi ve you a few thoughts of mi ne that have been 
i n the process of formul ati on these past weeks» Suff i ce i t to say for the moment 
that l i fe i n an Assembl y Center i s very pl easant.  So pl easant,  i n f act,  that 
thi s past week, we not onl y got pai d for work done pri or to May 21st (my rate is 
#16. 00 per month � the hi ghest rati ng � as manager of a mess hal l  at that ti me), 
but recei ved $10. 00 worth of scri p to be honored at the camp center store (canteen) 
for the months of J une and J ul y.  On top of thi s,  I  have $28. 48 credi t for cl othi ng 
for whi ch we coul d f i l e appl i cati ons» Aad of course the qual i ty and quanti ty of food 
has been i mproved to a poi nt such that many of us are eati ng far superi or and 
more food than we di d at home. 

Much of our l egi ti mate compl ai nts are ai med at the red tape necessary to 
obtai n even the basi c suppl i es.  I n the educati onal  system i n whi ch I  am now 
di recti ng the hi gh school ,  we f i nd that even after f i ve weeks of - cl asses,  we are 
barel y recei vi ng a tri ckl e of our requi si ti oned suppl i es.  But our cl asses proceed 
regul arl y,  and we f i nd excel l ent cooperati on and wi l l i ngness on the part of the 
students to appl y themsel ves di l i gentl y to cl ass work under the handi caps i n 
whi ch they operate» 
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LETTER 

Henry Tani  
Tanforan 

J ul y 15, 1942 

At thi s stage of the game, I  am uncertai n as to what atti tude to take. 
We know defi ni tel y that we at Tanforan wi l l  soon be sent to a rel ocati on center» 
Where that center i s,  we do not know. We have l i ttl e i dea as to when we wi l l  
be sent* I t wi l l  probabl y be i n August* I t may be i n September.  Surel y,  i t 
must be i n the f al l ,  si nce we must get set for the wi nter and be prepared for 
crops next spri ng. Thi s bei ng the probl em, as far as our educati on goes, I  hate 
to spend much money and put other peopl e to any effort i f we wi l l  be abl e to use 
the suppl i es end books for a month at most .  Thi s,  therefore,  makes me go easy 
i n requests,  and we l i mp al ong i n our makeshi f t way. Af ter al l ,  700 students, 
and 19 teachers,  and 50 cl asses on a f i ve-day week every morni ng i s nothi ng to 
sni ff l e at« 

Now thi s matter of when and where we get rel ocated i s the subj ect upper-
most i n al l  of our mi nds. I t makes much di fference when we go for we know that 
the l onger we are hel d here, the more di ff i cul t i t wi l l  be to get suppl i es and 
equi pment wi th whi ch to get rel ocated � what wi th pri ori ti es and shortages.  And 
the matter of where � wel l ,  at f i rst we hel d out for Tul el ake i n Modoc County, 
on the Cal i forni a-Oregon state l i ne, but that pl ace i s practi cal l y f i l l ed.  The 
thought of Ari zona j ust about mel ts me. Conf i denti al l y,  though, they tel l  me 
that Ari zona wi l l  be the future "spot" for the Ni sei .  Arkansas (southeast corner) 
(ri ght above Loui si ana) i s too far for our i magi nati on.  And so, personal l y,  for 
mysel f anyway, I  am l i sti ng my preference (though I  don' t thi nk preferences wi l l  
mean much) i n thi s order: Col orado, Utah, Ari zona. 

Of the obj ecti ve probl ems whi ch I  al ways l i ke to di scuss i s the questi on 
of Ameri cani zati on.  Bei ng concentrated i n a J apanese area has i ts di sadvantages 
i n that thi s makes for di s-Ameri cani zati on for l ack of contact.  When the ti me 
comes for "rel ease, " we wi l l  be very sel f - consci ous.  Thi s "assi mi l ati on" after 
the war wi l l  be qui te some probl em. We gl ory i n the fact that thi s rel ocati on 
wi l l  di sperse the J apanese from the Paci f i c Coast ,  but the di spersi on i s onl y of 
groups, and not of i ndi vi dual s.  True assi mi l ati on makes for the di spersi on of 
i ndi vi dual s. 

And the next cause for concern i s our economi c wel fare.  By the process of 
co-operati ve endeavor,  each rel ocati on area wi l l  be sel f - suff i ci ent i n a few years. 
I  gi ve from f i ve to ten years "resi dence" i n the rel ocati on area � the ti me 
i ncl udi ng a few years after the termi nati on of the war so that we coul d sti l l  
stay there whi l e the "outsi de " communi ti es coul d get readj usted to post-war 
condi ti ons. 

Thi s economi c status i s goi ng to make or break the future of the J apanese 
i n Ameri ca.  Fi ve or ten years from now, the Ni sei *s wi l l  have matured; they wi l l  
not have saved much, for thei r i ncome i s restri cted; they wi l l  be heal thy; they 
wi l l  be educated; they shoul d be Ameri cani zed,  but I  doubt i t; they shoul d have 
preparati ons for returni ng to ci vi l i an l i fe i n more ways than merel y bei ng rel eased. 
Our assumpti on i s al ways based on a democrati c vi ctory.  The "democrati c vi ctory" 
assumes further that our ci vi l  ri ghts wi l l  be ful l y protected,  and any attempts"as 
has been and i s bei ng made by the Nati ve Sons i n San Franci sco wi l l  be promptl y 
squel ched by the proper authori ti es. 



LETTER 

Henry Tani  J ul y 15, 1942 
Tanforan 

Further assumi ng that these rel ocati on centers wi l l  be based l argel y on 
agri cul tural  l i nes,  the devel opment of the vi rgi n l ands, and the subsequent 
cul ti vati on of these l ands, together wi th the accompanyi ng i ncrease i n produce 
shoul d gi ve to the J apanese therei n some more posi ti ve returns than merel y "thei r 
contri buti on to the nati onal  weal th. " I  say thi s now, because we have the funny 
feel i ng that the present pl an of the War Rel ocati on Authori ty i s to remove us 
from the rel ocated areas at the termi nati on of the war.  Thi s may seem contrary 
to our supposed normal  wi shes,  but some of us may have no pl ace to return to, and 
on second thought,  they mi ght concl ude that l i fe at the rel ocati on center or i n 
that vi ci ni ty i s OK after al l » 

My suggesti on,  i f I  am ever asked, i s that these J apanese peopl e who 
i mprove such l and, be gi ven an opti on, ei ther as i ndi vi dual s or i n groups, to buy 
that l and, or a porti on thereof* I  suppose thi s i s what "homesteadi ng" means. 
I f thi s i s possi bl e,  then the moral e and the spi ri t of the peopl e who devel op 
these so-cal l ed wi l d uncul ti vated l ands wi l l  be wi l l i ng to undergo the hardshi p 
whi ch they must of necessi ty face. 

Thi s agai n i s contrary to the "di ssemi nati on" of the peopl e,  or the 
"Ameri cani zati on" of the J apanese,  but further reasoni ng devel opes these thoughts5 
that after the war ,  there wi l l  be peopl e among the Caucasi ans who wi l l  be un-
empl oyed, ei ther as a resul t of the shutdown of the defense i ndustri es,  or re-
turni ng from the armed forces.  I s i t not wi thi n reason to i magi ne that the War 
Rel ocati on Authori ty mi ght i nvi te these peopl e to come to these areas,  and hel p 
devel op the l ands whi ch the J apanese peopl e wi l l  f i rst cul ti vate.  Thi s,  then, wi l l  
be Ameri cani zati on and di ssemi nati on of the f i rst order. 

Here at Tanforan I  real i zed more ful l y what al l  my "contacts" i n my earl i er 
days had meant.  My two mai n j obs here was i n the openi ng of one of the mess hal l s,  
and managi ng i t; the other was the organi zati on and di recti ng of thi s hi gh school .  
I n both i nstances my former knowl edge of i ndi vi dual s i n rel ated l i nes hel ped me 
get organi zed faster and ef f i ci entl y.  Thi s l eads me to concl ude that my asset 
was i n knowi ng the ri ght i ndi vi dual s � thi s i s what we refer to as "pol i ti cs" 
around here, but i t pays» 

Thi s i s getti ng to be qui te a compl i cated "report. " You' l l  have recogni zed, 
of course,  that our thoughts wi l l  change wi th the ci rcumstances.  Though many of 
us are f rankl y cri ti ci zed for bei ng "on- the- fence" peopl e,  or "opportuni sts, " 
sti cki ng to that si de whi ch wi ns,  I  personal l y feel  that onl y an al l i ed vi ctory 
can gi ve to manki nd the peace and prosperi ty of whi ch the worl d i s capabl e.  But 
I  onl y hope that we wi l l  be treated i n such a way that our fai th i n democracy 
and i n our government wi l l  never fal ter» 

I  coul d excuse a l i ttl e race-bai ti ng on the part of the general  Ameri can 
publ i c at thi s t i me. The prej udi ce agai nst wi l l  i ncrease cumul ati vel y and 
progressi vel y as the war stretches on, month by month. The propaganda wi l l  hel p 
i n thi s.  Thi s wi l l  be onl y natural  and though i t i s regretted,  we can onl y 
hope that at the end of the war ,  the Ameri can publ i c wi l l  be wi l l i ng to be broad-
mi nded to the poi nt that they wi l l  accept us Ni sei ' s on an equal  footi ng. 
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Any and every i nference to us as "enemi es" or "hostages, " or "i nternees, " 
onl y boi l s us up and tends to break dowi  the fai th that we have i n the Ameri can 
government» So does any i nference that we are "pri soners of war*" Thi s trend 
of thought as expressed i n the press someti mes encourages that l i ttl e mi nori ty 
group i n here to di sprove the efforts of the federal  government to be as humane 
i n thei r treatment of us« But I  agai n concede to the fact that thi s trend wi l l  
i ncrease* I  suppose we' l l  have to credi t thi s to the "war effort, " i n getti ng 
the publ i c i ncensed to the J apanese peopl e at l arge* 

Thi s i s pl enty for a del ayed vi si t* Pl ease excuse the carel ess mi stakes 
i n thi s typed l etter* Our hi gh school  student body had j ust been voti ng � 
they el ected thei r off i cers i n a hi ghl y contested competi ti on between two 
"machi nes" � the p-esi dency was won by ni ne votes* Thi s i s democracy i n acti on � 
an al l -Ni sei  hi gh school  student body. 

My best regards to both of you, and al so f rom my wi fe* My ki d,  Di cki e, 
i s doi ng very ni cel y,  hi tti ng the beam at 14 pounds pl us,  now aged at 3 months 
pl us* 
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Dear liar i f : 

Of  al l  t he news Mr s.  S
a
nf or d t ol d me t he wor st -;as t hat you l ost 

your spi r i t .  I  coul d not bel i eve i t ;  you al ways seemed to be so ener -
get i c,  so not l oosi ng your head.  I  kno"

f

 Mar i i  i t  i s t ough,  but t hi nk 
of  those peopl e i n Eur ope and especi al l y i n Pol and.  %en you' d com-
pare "That t hey suf f er to ;  our har dshi ps you woul c

1

.  r eal i ze t hat t here 
i s no r eason to despai r .  Even t hey don' t despai r .  They do bel i eve 
f i r ml y there r i l l  cc ie t he day ' /hen t hey' l l  be f ree and happy agai n.  
Of  course i t  i s har d f or you to take i t ,  because i t i s your own count r y 
t hat t reat s you so,  but i n r eal i t y i t  i s not t he count r y i t  i s f ew 
peopl e who somehow got t he power and aut hor i t y t o set t l e t he mat t er 
and t hen i t  was t oo l at e to st opo t her e.  I  am sure soon ti e gover nment 
and the army wi l l  l ook i nt o t hat mat t er and i t  wi l l  be bet t er .  

You must not l oose your spi r i t  t hough.  You must t hi nk of  that i f  
you' l l  be cheer f ul  i t  wi l l  be easi er f or your parent s to t ake the 
, i arshi ps and i t  i s t  ughfcrron th'sm t han on you' .  Yov st i l l  have hope 
you' l l  be abl e t o -  or k f or your i deal s,  to r eal i ze your dreams and reach 
your goal s.  They have not ! Thei r dreams are i n you.  My mot her once 
t ol d me;  Lt -as about t hree mont hs ago; "You know J er yk,  when I  as a 
gi r l  I  had my i deal s and goal s.  I  have seen t hem * f ar t her and 
f ar t her away f rom me and one day I  r eal i ze'  I  . .won u a' . l e to r each 
them' .  I  won

1

1 have enou. . ht t i me to l each t hem.  No-  '  ..  l i f e i s al r eady 
over ,  l ly ol d i deal s are i n you and Rysi ckhand you bot h must real i ze 
my dreams and r each my goal s.  The onl y r eason whft I  st i l l  want to l i ve 
i s to see you r each t hem. " I  am sure the same f eel i ng your parent s 
have.  They ,  l i ke my par ent s,  have seen al l  the wor k of  t hei r l i i e 
r ui ned,  dest r oyed compl et el y,  but t hey have you and you are the onl y 
r eason why t hey st i l l  want to suf f er .  They want to see you r each your & 
goal s and r eal i ze your i deal s and the har dest t hi ng f or t hem i s to see 
you l oosi ng your st r engt h.  You must car r y one and you must show them al l  
t he t:  e you di d not l oose your hope and your spi r i t .  I  went t hrough 
t ough t hi ngs t oo,  t ougher t han you and the onl y bet t er t hi ng a,bout i t  
was t hat t he suf f er i ng was caused by a hat ed enemy,  hat ed .  si nce my 
ch' l dhood and si nce chi l dhood of  my parent s and f or ef at her s.  

V/e are f i ght i ng t hi s war agai nst the enemi es of  democr acy and we must 
work and hope t hi s war -- i l l  be f or democr acy.  There are peopl e al l  over 
t he wor l d young boys and gi r l s and ol der peopl e who t each t hem.  I  know 
t here are beca se I  have r.et t hem.  They al l  have an i deal  f or whi ch 
t hey work arcL t hi s i deal  i s,  r eal  democr acy.  I  have the same i deal  
t hanks my mot her and t hen,  especi al l y t hanks ¿hose I  met i n Sweden.  My 
chemi st r y i s onl y means to be abl e to work bet t er ,  how I  won' t expl ai n 
i t  to you,  but i t  i s so.  An I  shal l  and wi l l  f i ght f or democr acy t i l l  
t he end of  my l i f e.  I  can' t  do muoh. mow,  but some day I  shal l  be abl e. 
You must bel i eve you wi l l  be abl e too".  

Be st r ong and do your best and be sure t here are bad but t here are 
al so good peopl e everywhere i n al l  ra. ces.  

J er zy 



Excer pt s f r om l et t er s� P 

Y 

. . . . .Not wi shi ng to l ecture you, si noe I  presume that you have your own 

reacti on and i deas about the whol e af fai r,  but rather to tel l  you how thi s affects 

me. I  thought I ' d wri te you about how I  feel ,  i f I  have any feel i ng as you some-

ti mes doubt,  or do you? I t i s very necessary that one obj ecti vi se thi s whol e 

questi on* Thi s i s not,  to me, so much the War between two nati ons,  J apan and 

Ameri ca,  or even war between compl ete democracy agai nst f asci sm. Thi s i s a war 

between that nati on wi th pol i ti cal  democracy but wi thout economi c democracy agai nst 

that nati on wi thout both, l atter bei ng J apan. The pri mary questi on i s wi nni ng 

of the war for thi s country,  and thi s i s sai d wi thout any senti ment of f l ag wav-

i ng. That thi s mi l i tary necessi ty cal l s for whol esal e evacuati on of J apanese, 

i nnocent and gui l ty al i ke i s very unfortunate,  but i t i s,  I  thi nk, very necessary. 

You real i ze that whether I  hol d thi s vi ew or not ,  I  wi l l  be af fectedby the eva-

cuati on j ust as much and i n j ust the same way as those Ni ppos who do not hol d 

thi s vi ew. Thi s i s not a subj ecti ve questi on.  I  woul d oppose anfy and every i n-

j usti ce and vi ol ati on of ci vi l  ri ghts and other consti tuti onal  and humane ri ghts 

commi tted by any i ndi vi dual  or group. But I  cannot oppose war-necessi tated 

evacuati on questi on merel y because there wi l l  be di rty b who wi l l  take ad-

vantage of thi s* Thi s i s personal  i n that thi s i s the way I  f eel ,  but I  thi nk 

thi s i s i mpersonal  i n that my conveni ence is not the pri mary thi ng. Sounds nobl e 

as hel l ,  but that' s not the i dea, I  thi nk you know what I  mean. What I  mean i s 

that I  don' t hol d the vi ew of some peopl e that thi s evacuati on i s a persecuti on 

of sl anted eyed, yel l ow-ski nned sons and grandsons of the Ri si ng Sun« I  thinfc 

that hal f of the bi tterness and resentment wi l l  vani sh i f Ni sei s coul d see i t 

that way, but then perhaps I  am an opti mi st,  but opti mi st not,  that' s the onl y 

way as far as I  am concerned. I  don' t want to be one si ded about thi s,  what do 

you thi nk? 

I  go East,  i f the Frovost Marshal l  gi ves the oday. I  wrote hi m on 



Tuesday for permi ssi on to go to New York or Chi cago, si nce the W. C. C. A.  woman 

sai d N. Y. may be rul ed out si nce i t' s on the coastl i ne» Ki yo i s i n El  Paso, 

Texas, anA I ' d be i n N»Y. now, i f I ' d been abl e to l eave before the deadl i ne» 

I t makes me si ck to thi nk of havi ng to go to camp. At f i rst the i dea di dn' t 

seem so bad, the more I  thi nk of i t the more I  dread i t������� 

�. ������Heard that there are many at Santa Ani ta Race Track f rom San F
r
anci sco® 

Has your fami l y moved yet? I ' m afrai d I  wi l l  be separated f rom my fri ends« Gosh 

how I  hate to see nothi ng but J ap faces every day for ??? I  hope i t won' t be 

years I  I  I  After I  go to the Recepti on Center,  i f I  get a chance to go to an 

i nner state,  you' l l  see me go*« The Hayashi ' s and thei r group went to Owsas 

Val l ey« I  wanted to go but wasn' t qual i f i ed�I am sti l l  f rozen, and was tol d 

to stay f ro
z
en unti l  they cal l  for me* I  got thi s i nformati on from the U. S. 

Di stri ct Attorney' s Secretary« She sai d that they knwo where I  am, so stay "put" 

I  was goi ng to Chi cago, but after Mrs» Pri ncep came back and tol d me how anti -

J apanese i t was, I  changed my mi nd. Mr
#
 H. was goi ng to f i nance the t r i p,  and 

I  even had a pl ace to go, but I  turned i t down. I  knew I  woul dn' t l i ke to l i ve 

among so many J aps, but I  can' t hel p i t .  I  hope to be sent somewhere i nl and 

where I  can make a l i vi ng i nstead of bei ng dependent on the government.  I  don' t 

need chari ty yet,  and as l ong as I  am abl e to work, I  prefer to work. I  do 

hope i t wi l l  come to peace. No one i s gai ni ng anythi ng,  honestl y,  to thi nk of 

al l  the l i ves bei ng l ost �i t makes me si ck.  I f you ever get marri ed,  don' t 

have any chi l dren.  I '
v
e got two brothers i n servi ce,  and you don' t know how 

much worryi ng I  do. 
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CUlâ , OÏU  ̂CH Ĵ ûjl M  ( u t T W ^ x ^ X ^ e x

I V j A M t í t ó .  X ^ l t ó ? t(U surf ij /̂YtUjk djJHÀk) 
toXuprfîJL luaJU  ̂ Mit lap ¿y v̂ ua Odihüi 

ßtltfLc dJhJLiAx̂  yj x̂ a* teu JL ûu /yiuJ&L % a
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