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‘3 ‘rBen Iijima 3 undated
Tanforan Assembly Center

The Day We Left

One of the things in all this evacuation process which I believe will remain
jndelible to my personal memories is the day we left for Tenforan.

The evening before I left home, I had just come back from the W.C.C.A.
offices in San Mateo after conferring with the people there. I brought there
a list of items concerning the furniture, our personal belongings end all such
matters, and had them checked. We went to sleep on the floor, as we had all
our mattresses packed and made ready for the storage man who was to come the
next day. The front room was littered with our baggage, & huge trunk, the
beds which had been taken apart, the rolled up carpet, and smell cardboard
boxes filled with things we had repacked over and over again. "Let's leave these
things here; no let's take them." How, very confusing, how utterly hesitant we
were.

We had been doing our daily shopping each day, someone going to town on

the bus to Euy odds end ends. I remember spending a whole day in Palo Alto

picking up clothing in one store after another; and they weren't luxury wears
either, in fact, they consisted of basic clothing, shirts for dad and myself,
jeans, sweaters, and jackets. I went to the Montgomery Werd to buy some trunks,
good lords we had seven trunks of varied sizes, besides our small hand grips
and luggage bags. I reeall how insistent Mother was about getting boots,

for when the rains come, the ground will be soggy with black molasses. Warm
things -- woolen underwear, heavy stockings. We need everything like that she
said. Both our radio hed been checked in at the police department, but sis

gis wented to get something to listen to so I went down to Poly to get radio
with the required frequency end also a small tool chest in a drug store.

Most of the wooden items, such as ironing boards, end old attic farniture




I broke with an iron pipe end burned them to orisp. All the garden tools,
and heavy equipment such as an old oil drum used as a incinerator our garbage
can, the mail box, the garden hose -- went to our neighbors.

I remember, I had to stand on the curve and pass it to our neighbors for
technicallity, we were not to leave our residence after 6:00 in the evening.
"Someday when you folks come back we'll return all these things," they said.

A few days before we left, we received a letter from one of the earlier evacuees
to Tenforan that it was advisable to come stocked with a plenitude of can goods.
S0, I rode down to the grocery store and purchased some $10.00 worth of fruit
Jjuices, canned soups, crackers, can sardines, can tobacco for father. Mother
assembled a whole baggage grip full of medicine including iodine, bandages,
aspirin, murine, corn heelers, cuti-cule, plaster, ungentine. Besides this
were facial and washing soap, tooth pastes and face towels.

I hed an old bike in the back shed which I was going to sell, but I decided
instead to bring it thru the government waerehouses and have it sent when we
were relocated to the permanent centers. In order to crate the box a friend ceme
over and together we cut a box, banged boards over it, and had it ready before
the leaving day.

Mother heard that the easiest luggage holder was a sailor's pack, and so
going to Montgomery Wards purchased a very strong material, somewhat like
corduroy, and made fine such sacks, one for each member of the femily plus a
miscellaneous bag.

Before we left the house, we all spent a day cleening it. With heavy soap

and water, I washed the kitchen, repainted the heater and sink, and cut the front

hedges. Mother and sis cleaned the parlor eand dining room, while dad went moping
and weshing windows. I spaded the front gerden and cut as much of the weeds in
the back as I could.

We called the junk man over end had him appraise the furniture which he
rated at such rediculous prices we refused the first time, but at the end

finally agreed.
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Despite our anticipation that our packing would be thru before 5:00 in
the evening of the evacuation eve, we actually stayed up until 12:00
o'clock. We spread the blankets on the floor, put the alarm on for 4 in the morning
and slept but three hours. As soon as the alrem reng we rolled up the blenkets
into the jean's material cover, and bound them firmly with the clothes line.
Then, latching eech grip I took them out to the fromnt, checking to see that each
wes labled with our family number end idemtificetion. The neighbors drove mother
end sis to the New Rench where all the people from Redwood were to leave, while
Dad and I waited for the moving man to come.

Not having & car or truck eveileble, we wondered how we could arrange to

have the baggege taken to our leaving point in San Mateo. There were two

plternatives: The evening before a neighbor ceme end said that he was hoping to
arrange for one of the moving vens to get all the material from a central point
in New Ranch, hence all the individual baggage would have to be brought there by
smell trucks; the second, was to phone for a ven directly and have our baggage brought
to San Mateo. We choose the Yater because, if we brought our baggage to the
central point they would have to be left there over night in a shed, and while

a bolt would be put on the door, there was no absoclute assurance that things
would not disappear. So sis phoned up the van men, end the next day when I went
there were two men waiting for the mover. He was away from the office for lunch
so we waited, and I learned they were representatives of the group who desired

to have their baggage taken from one central point namely New Ranch. Finally,
the owner returned and he told us all that they were exceptionally busy tomorrow
and pondering thru 'his scheduled replied laconically, "Just can't do %,
insisted that my sis had called up the evening before and received assurance from
him that & reservation had been made and accepted. On second thought, he asked
my neme, and then added, "Oh, yes." He assured me he would have the small

truck at the house tomorrow morning at 7 o'clock, since we had to be in San Mateo
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by @ o'clock. He asked me how many baggages I had and while actually there

were some 25 I put the estimate very conservatively and said 15. The two men

who were seeking one of the giant vans to accommodate the majority of the baggages
from this town were finally able to obtain a van for 7 o'clock as well.

As dad and I waifed for the moving truck to appear, we saw three cars pass
by =~ one after enother in 15 minute intervels, laden with trunks, baggage, and
families. One hed a trailer attached to the truck, and turning labérously
around the curve by the bridge, headed slowly towards New Ranch.

When the truck came I don't exactly remember but I found out scon enough
as he blew the horn end backed into our driveway. The truck -- & small penel type
looked diminative beside our baggage, piled on the sidewalk. The driver jumped
off and his fifst ejaculation was, "Holy Christ, Whattea pile."™ Somehow he
managed to pile everything at the head of the loading space, contiguous to the
cab and as the wheels sagged he exclaimed, "I still have to go to New Ranch
to piék up some more " We got on, the door slammed, the truck puttered and we
started down the road. When we turned into the road leading into New Ranch
the people, attired in suits and neat apparel were waiting for the Greyhound
bus which had been specially chartered to drive the people to Sen Mateo. As
we passed the crowd, we saw a huge ven -- one of those giant busses -- come
lumbering up the road obviously packed a tightly as a oan.of sardines. The

driver waved at us, and our driver returned the salutation, as he was the

owner of this moving company and one of his "boys" was driving the "big baby"

today.
When the baggage from the shed had been loaded, our truck looked like
an overloaded wagen, but the driver =-- knowing his trede -- menaged to utilize

every bit of space without drastically upsetting the balance.

When we begen to pick up speed along Woodside road and began to swing into
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gtride along E1 Cemino, I thought how for the last time I was looking at my
home town. Redwood wasn't & big city; but I thought it was big in the
sense that people were liberal and not rebble-rouserher despite the feverish
clamor of the papers =-- the residents had not a feeling of hatred toward me. Th e
town was still inactive eerly in the morning, end it wasn't long before we
passed the town line, and descended down the long dbend approaching Sen Carlos.

The driver was I learned a former Stanford graduste, and he began to talk
of the big things they used to do at the big gemes, how they upset street cars,
had really big bon fires, and we didn't ®lk a bit of evacuation or the war.

Soon the green hedges, and eucalyptus trees, sign posts of Sen Mateo along

the El Cemino appeared and then the truck suddenly wheeled into a main thoroughfare

of thehity, end in 15 minutes I saw the Masoniec Temple -- our depot for Tanforan

bustling with vens, greyhounds, soldiers, cars, spectators, and bewildered

eVACUeSS.
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