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Decembey 1 at 5:20 p, m,, 8 twenty-two year old evacues, Satoshi

SHOOT ING OF SATOSHI KIRA

Kira of Block 32, passed the sentry at the North Chandler gate end refused
to stop at the sentry's commend, According to the statement of the
sentry, Kira said, "I don't need to pay any sttention to any sentry.
Iam the president." He then continued to walk over the bridge. The
sentry warned the boy twice, firing a shot at each warning, The evacues
did not stop. The sentry took aim and shot him in the left side. The
bullet broke two ribs and traveled along the bona.l Since the bsy
was brought down 165 yerds from the gate it is assumed that he ran
a considerable distance during the time the soldier fired the two warning
shots, The shot was firsd from a sub-machine gun, whioch is reported
to have a maximum range of 66 ysads, Offdcially, there were no witnesses,
although the gentry's relief was approaching.

The injured evacuee was brought to the Butte Hospital and walked
in with the he lp pf two aoldiers% He was given immediste treatmsnt,

The bullet was extracted and the hospital reported to Woltsr that
no vital spot hed been hit end that the boy wss in no dmmediate danger.
Mr. Woltsy did not hear of the incident until a half hour later when he
was notified by the hospital suthorities, Wolter's first move was to
telephone Mr. Bennett and Internal Security. He found that neither
had been ndtified.

My . Bennett was i1l1, so Wolter, scting for Bennett, went to the
M. P. Post to determine what had happened. The sergeant on duty refused
to make a statement, A lisutenant entered and began tycing & report.

Aftar waiting half an hour, Wolter said, "Lieutsnant, probably you

lThs dootor who removed the bullat described the would as superficial,

onoording to one of the eolored nurses, "the soldisr maede the boy walk into

the hospital." According to e Caucasian informant, the soldier also made the
remerk, "Well, here's & Jap I shot. Now I'1]l go out and get some more," Both

of these statements are wuite unconfiremd,
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are typing just what we want to know; oan you tell us what has happanad?"t 2
The lisutenant gave him an outline of the story. At this moment Captain
Morse, the oommanding officer of the compeny stationed at Rivers, entsred,
Gruffiy, he asked Woltsr what he wanted. Woltsr said, "We just oame

to find out what heppened,"

Morse: "I am responsible to the Ninth Service Command, I don't report

to the WRA." é

Wolter: "We understand that, we only wish to know what happened "

Morse: "I don't report to the WRA,"

Wolter: "If you feel that way about it, there is nothing more to be said,"
Captain Morss then ordered the sentrises to be double”,l' and sent one jeep

to patrol Canal and one to patrol Butte., Each jeap was equipped with

a8 machipe pun and 1,000 rounds of emmunition, As far as I have been

able to determine, these jeeps limited their activitises to patrolling

3
the hospital, Woltsr saw that he ceould do nothing, and returned to

the hospitel. Here he found tWo M.P.s outside of the operating room,

He asked for an explemation of their presence and they told him they were
waiting for the slug. After consulting with Graves, Wolter refused to
give them the slug and ordered them to leave,

At 9:30 p. m, Wolter heard that the jeeps were inside the camps.
Having Bennett's suthority to act, he set out in his cer to tell them
that they must confine their patrol to the outside of the camp. By
chancs, Gordon Brown was with Mr. Wolter when this news camek acoompanied
him, and was able t o give me en almost verbatim account of Wolter's

conversation with Morse, Wolter met the jeep in Butte at the Intsrnal

1
Brown has this conversation direotly from Mr. Woltsr and assures me it
is as accurate as he cen make it, Iater I got Wolter's own varsion,

2
Captain Morse is not responsible to the Ninth Service Command, tut to
M. P. Headquarterse.

3
In the two days follw ing the shooting I talked to over thirty evacuess,
None of them knew that the jesps had been in the camps; several of the

Cauoasians, howsver, saw them,
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Suoufity Post, He left his oar and spole to the soldiers., They told him
they were following Captain Morse's orders. Wolter and Brown set out
for Canal to ses Captdin Morse. Th;y mat him on the way, Wolter asked
him to confine his patrols to the outside of the CAmp., Captain Morse
became violent., In Mr.‘Wolter'é words, he acted like a raving manyagl
He replied that he was ecting in compliance with the orders of the
Ninth Service Commend end would report to them that he was denied the use
of the rosds by WRA, He went on to Butte, followed by a jesp. Wolter
and Brown followed, Wolter was not able to pursue the matter further,
because at that moment, 9:50, p. m., he and Brown caught sight of a large
fire in thé farm area east of Butte Camp, north of the Canal Butte
Road., Prown and Wolter were the first arrivals at the fire except for the
watohmen and a jeep loed of soldiers. Brown turned in the ajarm persomally
end told me he was quite thrilled, since it was the first time in his
1ife that he had been first at a big fire,l

Iater, Captain Morse complied with Wolter's demand and took his
men out of the cemp. He also cited Wolter to his superior off icer,
oharging him with interfering with the military in the performance of
their duty.

Several Caucasians have told me that planes flew over the camp
all night.? This was also supposed to have happened at the timae of

lAt dinner the night of December 2, Mr. Cross of the Agrioultural Division

told me that the soldisrs on the jeep had kept their machine guns turned
on the oroud and, "would certainly have been glad to let them have it the
first wrong move they made." Cross and several bther dimers appesred

to be strongly in acoord with this attitude, Brown tells me that he

did not notice any guns turned on the speotators at the fire, but since
he did not stay long it is possible that this occumred after he left.
Cross hinted that the fire was an ect of sabotage. Mrs. Inty, sitting
pext to him said, "I have no doubt about it. T am sure it was sabotaga."
I said to Cross that if he had even the slightest evidence of sabotage, I
would be very glad to put it in my report. Mr. Cross becems embarrassed
end finally seid thet there was nothing hs ocould put his fingers on,
#but he had his suspicions,"

2On the morning of December 7, I observed 6 planes maneuver ing over the campe
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the serious mess difificulty in Septehmber.

Oon éhe morning of December 2 the ocamp was full of rumors. Mrs.
Fleming of the reports office said that rumgrs were flying around that
the evacuee was dying. I did not hear this partioular rumor myself,
Nakamura of the News#Courier advised that the paper carry a complete
acoount as soon as possible to prevent the spread of false reports.
This was done that afternoon when the following account was relsased,
Mr. Wolter gave Mr, Bennett the matsrial and Bennett diotated it.

It is correct in every detail,

TRAGEDY FOLIOWS GIIAN'S ATTEMPT TO GAIN FREEDOM

Satoshi Elmer Kira, age 22 of block 32, was shot and wounded fY

5:30 yesterday eveding by a military police when he walke?%ast a santry

post at the Chendler entrance despite orders to halt and two warning
shots.

The wound in mot serious snd he is resting easily this morning,
stated Hugo Wolter, community management head.

Acoording to information received here, Kira, when ordered to
stop, statsed, "7 do not have to stop. I am President," He oontinued
to walk past the sentry. The sentry fired two warning shots which
did not stop Kira. The sentry then shot him in the left side, the bullet
grazing his ribs and lddging in a musole. The bullet has been removed,
Medically, the wound was described as a clean,superficial one,

Relatives attributed Kira's failurs to halt when ordered to an
intemse desire fop freedom, They said that Kira, who is a third generation
American, had felt the evacuation keenly, and resented bitterly the fact
of his detention d4n Rivers, Bedause in his resentment he had answeped
loyalty questions negatively, he had not besn able to resettle despite
many attempts to do so 1ataly,1heroontinued.

For several days prior to the shooting, Kira had been extremely

nervous, requiring considerable attention, they said. Hospital attendants




stated that Kira's statements have been inecoherent after hospitalization.

Kire's leave clearance is on the approved list on the projeoct. Final

clearance from Washington is being awaited,
ok ok ok o e o ok ok o o e ke ok ok ok ok o ok ok ok
From two of Brown's informamts and from Mr. Hikida T heard that the

incidence of rumors wes greatly reduced as soon as the evacuees were able




to resd the newspsper sccount. The publication of the facts had a definitely
calming effect. y

On the afternoon of the 1st Wolter, speaking for Bennett, had alresdy
given a clear and objective sccound of the incident to the Tucson and
Phoenix pspers. Both these pspers published short announcements on a bhack
page .

Iater in the afternoon of the 2nd I heard thst the hospital had
announced thot the boy was out of 211 danger. On Decembar 3, he was con-
sidered on the wey to recevery. After his admission to the hospital he

hes been watched by two members of the Internsl Ssourity. Their presence

appeared to aggravete the boy's mental instability, apd Graves asked that

they might be moved to & place where the ir presence would not be not iced by

the petient. According to rumors circulat ing emong the Caucasians and the

e [P ond
evacuees the boy was still steting that he }g the President or that he %

the Project Director. On December 3 either Bennett or Wolter te legraphed
to Washington to meke its decision regarding the boy's leave clearance as soon
possible.

On the morning of December 2 Wr., Wolter ce1led Wrs. Tuty into his office

] ey
to consult her on the matter Pf gira's leave clearance. Mrs. Inty ishat
.QM Je d N O..n»./lL (") :
Sresent engated on the work of ordering and prepering all the testimony
taken at these hearings. Sometimes she servas as hearing stenocrapher, 2s
she did at Kira's hearing. VNrs. Iuty told & group of Csucasians that at
this interview Wolter had remsrked that he thought it would bs well, if
) )'(/U\a_ ) ‘ , :

Weshington could be persueded to give ) e immed jate clearence. He also
advoeated that the boy be told thet he had clearance at onecs in ordar to
rgleave his anxiety end remove this obstacle to his recovery of me ntal
health. Wrs. Inty did not repeat her reply to Wolter but to the Caucasian

group present when she told of this interview, she steted that she thorough=-

1y disapproved of Wolter's suggestion. "Whet will happen if Washington




refuses the clearance snd the boy finds out sbout it? Besidss the boy
does not deserve clearsnce," she continued. "He is erratic and is not
loyal to the United States. He thinks only of himself and just wants to
zét out of camp so he cen study art." T remarked that according to WRA
intent ions the boy must either be given clearance or be sent to Tule
Iske . Did she think he ought to go to Tule? "No," she said. "But he
shouldn't be let out. He should be institutionalized. Begides WRA is
just going to have to kesp = great meny people in the camps anyway."

The night of Decembsr 2 Captain Morse arrested the evacues employses
of the Apricultural division: the nizht plowmen and the nisht irrigators,
Wil Thay LA ¢ o~ Ay &AL The Cormte Ly
According to Brown he fTourished his revolver as he made the lstter arrest,
I heard that the arrest was made because the men were outside project
boundaries without a pass. The evacuses were so frightened that they
refused to go out and work the night of the third of Decamber.1

Wolter remarked to Rrown that Vorse's action was 2 result of Bsnnett's

appeasing attitude toward Morse at their conference following the shooting.

Said Wolter, "Apparently Bennett sppsesed once too often." After the arrest

of the arricultural crews Bennett telegraphed to the Headguartsrs of the
Military Police ssking for a military investigstion of the captain's actions.
The inspector, a major, arrived promptly on the morninz of the 4th of

December .

1This situation is full of irony. The Caucasian members of the Agrisultural
division are the project's most outspoken critics of the Japansse. "The
only good Jap is a dead Jap; if you ask me, they ought 211 td be sent to
Tule ; why study Japanese, it'11 soon be & dead language," are remarks which
T have overheard and which characterize their sttitude. Howevsr, they are
conscientious and do their best to get their work done. In ths past months
they have had grest diffioulty getting svacuees workdrs. Their angsr at
having their insufficient crews frightened into uselessmess must be extrems,
Onan Brcsdi, ¥ Y aast oy , e /%M Blam A lhn Bt Awsnh onr el Py
b G T [ oIk, AR Ay st Sl bt gDt LT i Fr%ikw,
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A conference washhe1d at which the major, Captain Morss, Bennstt and
Wolter were prasent.2 I have only a fragmentery sccount of what took place,
but T understand that the major expressed the opinion that "Perhaps Captain
Morse has outlived his usefulness on the project." There is sven a possi-
bility that he may be given a dishonorable dischergs. 1In any event, he is
to be trensferred within the next two days. Captain Morse is reported to
have lost his temper at the conference and to have become extpemely abusive,
"He was going to fisht the WRA. He had enough on the WRA to spill a nasty
load of dirt on them. He could crove that WRA was employing a bunch of loose
women on the project." 8 During this conference, Morse is reported to have
threatened to arrest Wolter himself.

Morse bmme refused to allow any of his officers to visit the camp and

T At Qe grrprShyr s nbtd Wane, At T dg by
s :.1036’ the P, X. to WRA visitors., Wolter is reported to have accused
Morse -of giving orders to his men to "shoot any of those yellow-bsllied
bastards who try to get out illegslly and to shoot any of the Caucasians
also."”

The shooting of Kirs dominsted the regular meeting of the community
council held December 6. 1r. Bennett, Gordon Brown, and myse1f were the
Coucasisn present., Throughout the discussion, the behavior of the council
members veried from the tense, extreme silence characteristic of Japanese
groups'when they are faced with an intimate emotional situation, to whispser=

ed discussions by the smell groups of members at certain points in the

proceedings.

Al oh pnAs
“T am told thet according to militaryﬂiaghﬁaahinse this inspector can zet
no information from any of the men in Ceptain Morse's command.
STwo or thres of the female members of the appointed staff bahave in a fashion
with the soldiers which gives much fuel to this sort of zossip. On the
other hend, gossip has it that Miss Gage, head of the payrol]Jhas been
admitting Morse to her room at night.




Miyake brought up the shooting immediately and annmounced that, "Kira
would be back tomorrow," il iEmanemempdtreesidded, Ho s2id
that he realized thet nothing much could be done directly with the military

police, but he falt thst some recommendation ouzht to be made to the Project

Director and to Washington.

Mr. Bennett then gave an excellent, concise description of what had
ooourred, explaining thet the boy had been broucht down 168 yards from the
sentry, and since the machine gun he was using had a raenge of only 65 yards
the shooting micht be termed sn sccident. He also explained that the
soldier would be reouirsd to go through a court mershell, but in a cass
1ike this where the soldier had obeyed orders implicitly the court morshall
would be perfunctory. If the victim had been a member of the Caucasian
staff the soldier's asction would have been the same.

Miyake now relinquished the chair to Verlin Yamamoto so that he might
take part in themeeting. The fact that Miyaks gave his chair to Yamamoto
is evidence that the questioning of Nr. Bennett which was to follow had
been cerefully planned by the council executive committes. Usually the
chair is given ee over to Mr. Fukushima, the vice -president, but Eﬂkushim&,
intending to present a resolution in Bennett's presence, retained his ability
to act from the floor.

Miyake first Questioned‘BenneEt ag to whether the guard had been ins-
tructed to fire & warning shot. Miyake then inouired whether there were
any possibility of making an attempt to improve relations with the military

police. The evacueas, he expleined, were living in the center under abnormal

o. ot
conditions and there wasA’.-ﬂ pos%%bﬂlity that this situastion might reocour.

Mr. Bennett explained the sttitude of the military police--that they had
been treined to shoot and to hate an enemy. (At this point = significant
silence fell upon the councilmen.) The military police, continued Benpett,

a1so hate the WRA. They had even made de?fozatory remarks about the staff.gl“
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He mede it clear that the creation of better relstions was an impossibility.
Miyake next brought up the point of the delsy over leave clesrance.

The boy's hearing had taken place in September and ss yet he had had no

word. Bennett admitted thst this was not an ideal situation, and gave a

history of Kira's clearance case. lir. Terry, he said, hed doubted that

the boy should be given clearence. He himse1f, however, after reading the

docket had decided to pass the boy. Now after the acoident, he had reread

the docket and had seen Terry's point. This wes one of the few cases in

which he had reversed Terry's decision. Imst Friday he. had wired Washinscton

to let the dooket through, but he gquastioned whether the boy would ever be

let out of camp., The dootors had told him that Kira sufferred from dementia

prescox and his condition had been growing steadily worse for yenrs.js

Miveke asked how long it took for Washington reports to come through.
"T don't know,"™ said Bennett, "They're swamped back there." Miyske expressed

the fear that if such delays continue it would leed to similar cases.

! would be safer

Bennett answered that anyone that close to the border 1line
in camp. Miyake remarked bluntly that the information he had rece ived from
close friends and parents of the boy was a 1little different. (Whispered
discussion arose here among those councilmen closest to the door .)

Bennet£ reaffirmed that & request to speed the decision from Washington
had been sent last Friday and blemed the Tule Iake situation for the delay.

"For your own informetion," he said, "the project has had only about ten
percent refusais. W;.only pass on security and safety to the United States.
We don't pass on loyslty." 2 pennett stated that even if he doubted a
person's loyalty, this would not mean thet this person mizht blow up a br idee

or commit sabetage. TIf he thought that a person would not harm the United

States, he passed them,

lor sanity. :
2Tn the 1irht of the statement examine Terry's examination of Kira. The
determination of loyalty appeasrs to bediis chief intent.

pu -
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Next Miyake brought up the fact that some of the young peopls who had
submitted to hesrings feel that certain committee members make things
particularly hard for them. (This was & direct reference to Mr. Terry. I
have heard meny accounts of the bullyineg, criminal~lawyer methods which
which ¥r, Terry employes his hearings. Evacuees dread being assigned to
his committee.)2 Bonnett admitted this fact and stated thet it showed up
in the dockats. However, some of the evacuees were not cooperative, he
explained. When leave clearances was denied there was usually an unfavorable
personal history behind it. The boy or girl probably had indicated their
desire to return to Japen or to be secregated, or had been enzaged in pro-
Japanese activities.

Bennett now attempted to lsave but was stopped when Mr. Pukushims rose
and remarked gruffly that ¥r., Bennett had better stick around because he
had something to say to him. Bennett stoyed. Uur. Fukushima delivered a
speech which, inspite of his difficulty with Enzlish, was aeeees impressive.
He explained that he knew the boy well, that he lived near him and saw him

every day, and thet he dntended to present 2 resolution to the council.

He began a detailéd case history. Kira had been born prematurely. He
was a seven months baby. He had always been delicate and micht be said to
be more delicate physical than mentally. You could pick him up in your hand .
No one, not even Fukushima who saw him every day, knew that he was mentally
deranged. Only his intimate femilies suspected the fact. On November 11, he
hed written in his notebook that he was president of the.United States, On
December 1 he had come to the beauty perlor whare his mother had been employed
as cashier and made a disturbance. His mother took him home. There he

attacked her violently, pulling her hair, knocking her down, and attemptine

to strangle her. She scresmed for help. That afternoon he wandered away

“see "rori srd X" on Gile foryindependently gathered evidence.
% N




had
snd was not heard of until the shootine. Himfrequently been heard to say

thot his leave clearance was toking too much time. He hed also.complained
of the saverity of the guestions.

Fukushima went on to say that he had besn approached by a few gzroups
of evacuees who, not knowing of the boy's derangement, had been extreme ly
sympthet ic to him. He had assured them that he had known ths boy for years
and had never seen @ sign of derangment, consequently the sentry could not
have been expected to notice it,

In & case like this, pointed out the vice-president, all of the evacuees
are in danger since they are unarmed. The soldiers have firesarms and ths
evacuees do not. This camp's environment predisposes individuals to this
type of derangement. 1Is it necessary for the soldisr to shoot in a case
like this? Some suthority should be sppealed. &r. Fukushima then read
in awkward formal terms a resolution in which it was proposed that the
council appeal to the project authorities to have the military policse
refrain from such free use of firearms, and that some sction be taken to
prevent such undue delay of lsave clearances.

Mr. Bennett listened sttentively and respectfully, which he has not
always done at past council meetings}and stated thet there would be no
objection to such resolution. It ﬁight really result ip some speeding up
oE&&éave clearance process: on the military police it could have no effect
at 811. He informed the council thot he had already asked Wr. Cozzens to
have the sctivities of the militery police withdrewn fromAinside projeot
area., 1If ¥r. Cozzens carries out this requestythe patrolling of the inside
of the camp ¥ would be the responsibility of tlhs Internal Security. Bennett
then stated that he thought the presence of the military police was some thing
thet had outworn Jge usefulness., "A lot of the soldiers would like to shoot

somebody.” He did not think that it would be possible to gat the orders of

the sentry changed. "All we could do is to hsve as much distancs between the




soldiers and ourselves es possible."

Mr. Bennett's 3Im#mr comments on this part of the counoil meeting are

interesting. He is ieported to have said, "It was kind of tough having

Miyake up there, feathering his own nest and trying to make a good impression,
on the council while he cross-examined me. But good old Fukushime got up and
presented the thing decently." MV//3Vﬂﬂ¥f¥/ﬂ?7¥/?¥ﬁf?¥!yi

Mr. Ishizu, the representative of the Butte blook managers, inquired
as to the truth of the rumor that the military p8lice guard might be 1ifted
entirely. Bennett sdmitted that this move had been given serious consider-
ation, but since the Tule Iske incident it was not 1likely that any action
would be taken for at leasst three months. He then left the meeting, receiving
more spplause thenI have ever heard him given. The council accepted Fukushima's
resolution unanimously.

Hirose than proposed that the council pass a resolution that in the
future any such mental cases to be reported to the Internal Security. Gordon
Brown agked thet he olarify his motion and state to whom the report should

be made, Miyake instructed Hirose to draw up the resolut ion properly add

present it at the next meeting.

ok o ok ok oK ok ok Rk R Kk kR R

This council meeting was remarkable for several reasons. Bannett
handled e difficult situation extremely well. Ne ither Gordon Brown nor
I could find any ground for oriticism either from the evacuee or the adminis-
trative point of view. He spoke honestly, attempting neither to decive nor
to distort the truth. 1In fact, he volunteered far more informat ion than
wes requested. Even through Miyake's oross-examination he did not lose his
courtesy and tect. At times he even succeeded in placing himse1f, WRA and the

evaocuces on the same side of the fence as opposed to the military police.
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fie met the planned inquisition of the exeocutive board capably and answered

a1l questions, even Miyake's impossible request to attempt to improve publiec

relations with the military police, without giving offense., HNever before
have I observed him unbend to this extent.

Mr. Bukushima's speech also merits careful attention., Structurally it
is excellent and would do credit to an individual with considerable training

in the social sciences. He began with an objective case history of the




victim, stated the position of the svacuees, and zave the clearest picture
of the general evacuee attitude toward the dncident that I have been abls

to obtain. The two raesolutions he proposes are dirnifisd and reasonable

and are caleuleted to preserve evacuse self-respect, His presentation of
the evacuee consciousness of their unarméd state, that they may be shot
down &lthoush they sre neither prisoners or criminals in the eyes of the
law, gives point and perspective to the freguently sencountered but often

incomplete ly expressed evacuee attitude: the boy was unsrmed and should

)

not have been shot.

On the nirht of December 6, Mr. McVey, the high school principel in
Canal reported to Mr. Bennsht thet 8 group of soldiers had shouted remsrks
at a group of evacuee zirls. The remerks were so obseene in character that
he did not put them in his report. Bennett, who asppears to have abandoned
his original policy of cppeasement, is reported to be preparing to ask for
the court martialing of the offerding soldiers. This may be another re-
flection of the attitude of their commanding officer, Captain Morse. From
the evidence st hand it appears thet the soldiers are being encouraged to
provoke the evacuees into some action which could be interpreted as h@stile
and give some excuse for strong measures on the part of the soldiers.

A friend of the injured boy who visited him at this time reported

he was weeping becsuse his mother did not come to see¢ him., The friend

reported thet in her opinion the boy knew why the mother did not come:
son had beaten her. The boy was also asking see friends of his who
re 1ocsted.,

In consideration éf the fact thet Captain Morse appeared to be encourag-
ing the soldiers under his command to extraord inary strictness toward the
evacuees if, indeed, he was not inciting them to attempt to created an in-
cident which would 1eed to more shooting, the following announcement was

placed in the Gila News-Courier of December 9:




GITANS ASKED TO STAY WITHIN CAMP

The Butte and Canal Community Councils issusd warnings this week that
residents must not procsed beyond the project fence without consent from
the proper authoritites.
Residents were further warnsed that they must stay within the fence
around the immediate community areas from sunset to sunrise.
Out -of =-bounds refulations regarding which the Councils gave warning
are being enforced by the military police by orders of the Western Defense Com ,
The only evacue; re;oti;n I-Bbs;rveg wa;, "How come we have to stay
in camp? We haven't done anything."

On Novembsr 16 no aotion had yet been taken to remove Captain

Morse or his company. Among the evacuees the matter had died down

completely. Wolter, however, assured me thet the Administretionls

request to have Morse transferred had been grented and thet his remov:

was only a matter of time.




CAPTA TN MORSE

‘I have never met Ceptain Morse but heve sesn him only two or three
times ot the P. X. Brown remerks on him as follows:

" : . 3

He is o straight stick of a men pfrddinq himse1f on & soldierly

besg ing, which is rémarkebly good, considering his aga,l on always being
correctly dresged and always bsinz correctly armed., He is touchy about
his status end hates and distrusts the evacuees. This hate he seems to
have communiceted to his company as reports say that previous commanders
did not share his hate, and there was never the csame extrems feelineg under
them as under the present commander."

T have no doubt that Dr. Brown is better acaquainted with Captain
Morse than I am, but I believe Spenser's reports show thst neither officers
nor men of the militery police have ever on attitude other than hate and

distrust toward the evaouess. Still, Morse msy be pesficularly anti-evacues.

Collled

A few of the soldiers are jegpwmse® "nice cuys" £:1the evaouees since thay

will occasionslly close their eyes to a 1little beer brought into the camp.

T have never heard of an understsnding or tolerant view towasrd the evacuees

on the part of any of the officers. Some soldisrs, I tnow, have, in the

past, closed their eyes good naturedly on evacuees fishinz outside camp

bounds. From conversetions at & few dates between female school teachers

and some of these soldiers in which T was a participant,‘lfI was thorouzhly

impre ssed with the fact that these soldiers had no use for the avacuess,
hccording to Brown, (naturally I can zet no such statemant from Wolter)

Bennett sttempted to sppease Morse sfter the captain had brought the armed

iznoring the egreement butween the army

soldiers with jeeps into the camp,

end WRA. When Morse arrested the agricultural workers om the nizht following

the shooting, Bennett repented his policy and telesraphed the Headquarters

Ehis was when T first came to oompcliedddmieiitmeedy<hevler .

(b e Ll i 4T




of Military Police for en investigation., At the interview with the invest-
igating Major Turner, Morse is reported to have stated he will fight the WRA
and "spill a lot of dirt." He is said to have made slandering remarks on the
morals of the WRA female staff members,

The Administration appears convinced thet the soldisrs' attemot to create

“inoidents" with the evacueas are o reflection of the ir command ing officers'

attituds,

POSTLTON OF THS SEMNIRY

From Wolter and Bennett T gather that the sentry was aquite within his
rights and was obeying orders. Previous orders had been to shoot in the
l6gs. This had been revised to "shoot to kill® Tt is true that the sentry's
relief was in sizht end it is possible that the evacuse might have been
apprehended without the use of firearms; but according to the report of the
army, orders were carefully obeyed--the evacuee was warned and no teohnical
issue ocan be taken with the sentry.

It is interesting to note that ths soldiers are réported to have been

concerned over the fact that the boy might die. They are glad he is recover ing
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HISTORY OF SATOSHI E IMER KIRA

Satoshi Kira is a third generation Japanese-Amer ican., His mother was
born in the United States and his fother in Hawaii, Up til? the eerly
part of Novembey 1943, he lived with his parents and one sister. On
November 11, his father, s fidm technician, reloceted to Cleveland,
intending to send for his family. Umsatisfactory housing conditions mede
this impossible,

Kira had besn born premeaturely. According to DR. Hata, who treated
the gunshot wound and diagnosed his mental condition, his ohilé:}ood had
been quite normal. In Grammar School he had been considered an excellent
student , but hed become "just good" in High School. He attended Ips

Angeles Junior College and majored in commercial art.

At this center he had few friends, He participested in no group

for

2L
activiities except, as he stated at his hearing,Asingiﬂg in & choir,

Kira is said to be very handsome, but exceedingly thin snd frisl. "You
could pick him up in your hand," seid Mr. Fukushima, He is very reat.
Mrs., Iuty noted at the hesring that "that not one heir was out of place
and he looked as if he had manicured his own nails."l

Up to August 1943 Kirs hed been employed as an artist on the staff
of the News-Courier. At his hesring he stoated that he hcd given up his
rosition beceuse "he was waiting for the proper kind of job." According to
Reverend Yamezaki, who knew him fairly well, he hed stopped work because of
$11 health and because he wished to devote all of his time to an effort to
present & tmue artistic account of cemp life. His best frisnd relocated
some time ago, According to the Reverend, Kira wss an extreme introvert.

Yamazaki had 1ivéd mcross the street from in in los Angefles for yesrs, butb

From my observation at other leave hearings I am inclined to thirk the boy,
as seéems to be customary, carefully prepered to look his best for the ordeal.
Evacuees always dress in their best. The women, in particuler, wear dresses
and apply cosmetics which\‘mﬁm for ordinary
camp wear. 0al ApgX At Anedl

== o ]
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Kira had rever spoken to him. T was shown one of Kira's chercoal sketches of
the interior of Yamazaki's church., His talent is obvious.,

At the time of military registration Kire eamswered "No-No." The
evidence indicestes thet hd did this as a protest against his treatment
dur ing evacuation eand against the hnjustice done to the Japanese citizens
who were confined in camps when the German and Italian citizens wers
left free., Ha;&gher at any time indicated the slightest sentiment of
loyalty to Japan., He was never commected with any of the pressure groups
of Gila; such activities, would, in any case, be cortraty to his tempersment.

He exhibited no signs of menteal illness until after his leove
clearance which took place on Septembsr 14, After the hearing he returned
home, ley down on his bed and complained of being tired both mentally
and physically. According to his fami'y, he repeatedly said thet the
questions had been too severe and that the hearing hed tzken too much
tims .

At his hearing he mede a very poor impression on Mr Terry, the chairman,
and on Mrs. Ity the stenographer. He msde no attempt to hide his feelings,
argued with Mr. Terry on the justness of evacuation, and in Mr. Terry's
opinion appesred to be loyal ¥¢ nmeither to the United States nor to Jspan.

He wished to change his answer because he considered thet by permitting
relocation the United Stetes was meking amends for the mistake of evacuation
and he desired to study art.

His attitude caused Terry to recommend thet he be denied clearancs
(which meant segregetion), Both Terry snd Mrs. Inty, I am informed by
Mrs. Iuty, were of the opinion that under no circumstances should he be
given leove, Nr. Bennett read‘ths docket carefully, disagreed, and

=

racomre nded clearance, with resé&vatiorfgi AT the time of the shooting,

wor& of Washington's fimal decision is still being awaited,
— .y :

The first week in Noyember Kira's father noticed thet he was acting
QL

peculiarly. After his father had Ilﬁgjcamp Kirs told his sister that he
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was going to kill his fether eand mother. His sister seid, "Oh, forget ebout
it." When his father relocnted he is also reported to have boarded the bus,
either in en attempt toa ccompany him or to see his off. But he was put
of f because he did not heve @ pass.

His symptoms of mental dersngement grew mors pronounced. He begen te
have visgions et night end beceme obsessed with the idea that some
persons were attempting to kill him. He sald he wss ﬁ%esiéent of the
United States and was receiving a selary of $EOQQOO0.00 a week, He slso
said he wes Project Director end that he hed en I, Q. of 700, After the
shoot ine his sister examined his notebook and found thet on November 11
he hed written that he was President of the United States.

On Lovember 30 Kira's mother was called before & committee heeded

by Graves. She was questioned and ststed that she would rot lesve camp
without her son. The boy discovered or sensed that this interview had

bty

taken placeysnd be come |\wimdewndedy suspicious. He mey heve fesred that his

mother and &ister intended to join his fether, lesving him in camp/alone.

His eactions became increesingly emsentric, According to relieble reports
he began to cleen and sort his belongings. When bhe hed finished his own
he begen on those of his mother &nd sister. Camp gossip is unanimous thet
he best his mother and sister, and thet he threw away some sugsy insisting
that it was poisoned. (One varisnt of the story stetes thet bé seid there
was arsenic in the sugar, another strycnine.) As he grew incressingly
violent his mother and sister sRept at 2 friend's home while a male

friend steyed with Kirae,,

On December 1 he went to the Beauty Parlor where his mother is
employed &s receptionist and created e disturberce, His mother teok him
home. When they reached home, the boy attecked hig mother violently,
pulled her heir, knowked her down sud began to strengle her. She screaned
and friends rescued her. Early thet sfternoon he left the house, leaving

& card on which he had printed "r. A" (Ios Angeles had beern his home before
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evacustion.,) He was not heard of again unti? shot by the sentry st 5:20
_that evening. He was brought to the Butte hospiteal and walked in with the
assistance of the scldiers,
On the operating table, Dr., Hata spoke to the boy guietlyk drew him

out, and got him to tell his story. "I'1l tell you everything, Dr. Hata,"

T mvechkewmcad daact
he seid. He told of how he hed been convinced that %Am.!lﬁt woswdrogeing him
out of camp. He had heard the soldier tell him to stop, but the power of
the megnet was too strong. Acocording to Dr. Hata, the shock of the injury
caused a temporary complete recovery, YHY/9IFd{¥Y{/#¥ which persisted for
sbout twenty=-four hours. He said be knew he was rot the President of the
United 8tates snd that he no longer felt & mognet pulling him out of ocamp,

Graduelly his symptoms resppeared and on the day after the shooting he

stated thet he be lisved his I. €@, had 8one down to £E00,

The wound was superfiecisl, hed broken two ribs and hed followsd the
course of the bore, It healed rspidly and by December 10 Kira wss
considered sufficiently strong to be removed to the State Mental
Hospitel in Phoenix,

Hata diagnosed the osse as esrly dementia preecoxand said thet in

liis opinion the boy hes over a fifty-fifty chence of recovery providing
he is not brought back to the project. Hete agreed thet the hearing
Kira had undergons in September may we1ll heve been the deciding factor

in brineine about his illmess. "It may heve tipped the balance," he said,




20

EVACUEE REACTIONS T THE SHOOT ING

I spent December iand 2 paying calls on evacuee friends and
l

acquainf\kﬁces. Since I hadg/\raturned from Salt Imke City my visits had .

adequate justifiocation and the a’ﬁmosphere was better attuned t o conf idence

than if I had oalled only to elicit informetion. Armed with gifts #%
of candy and purchases I had been delegated to meke, I received a gretifying
amount of data,

My first and most powerfu’ impression wes that while the shooting
had caused considerable unrest snd a greet deel of discussion, the
atmosphere wes predominently quiet. 1In most cases the evecuees did not
bring up the subject, Sometimes they mentiorned the incident efter
considerable desultory conversstion with the hidden or frankly expressed
intent of pumping me for informetion. XA/MFFY/¢ Usually T hed to introduce
the subject when an opening wes presentéd, No evacuee sppeared excited,
Two had not heard of the shooting. Although the soldiers were criticized,
they were not denouncéd, The ondy threatening stetement I heard came .
from the pro-Japanese Nrs. M.

The most frequently expressed evacuee opinion was thet the soldier did
wrong to shoot sn unaxrmed boyl This sentiment was voiced whenever I
discussed the incident =t any length. It was mlsc brought up in the
Community Council meeting by Mr. Fukushime, When I met my bleck menager
Thursdey morning heg ssked if T hed heard of the incident. Since we are
on friendly yerms, I a&éed how the people were taking it. "They're ssying
he ourhtn't to have shot him because he was unarmed," he repiied, Thsat
evening Mrs. Kondo expressed the seme sentiment.

Friday mdhying1Mrs. M. weas most emphetic on the point. Her voice took
on the harsh, tight tone it habituelly 9ssum§§ when she is emotionally
moved, "The people say thet if the boy hed attecked the soldier it
would have been all right to shoot him. "But just for running awey, he

had ro right in the world. The boy wes unarmed. The soldier hed

absolutely no right to shoot en undrmed boy."
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Friday afternoon Hikida oonfirmed the wide prevelence of this
‘sentiment when he said with no prompting on my pert, "From immediate
oontacts in mess and other places, the first thing that oomes to their
minds seems to be, "Wasn't there any other alternative that could be
employsd rather than shooting?... and shooting at the very center of
the body? He was unarmed,' "

Said Reverend Yemazaki: "There have been (othér) casss whers a boy
walked past that gate. We also heve women and children hers., This isn't

8 prison either, When a boy pets sick and he begins to walk out of the

canter, he has no ear to listen to 0rdéY5eseseIn the pest I have heard

from DR. Sleath that they heve had other euch caseg, Then they sent a coy

following the boy and when the boy was exhausted they would piok him up
end say, "Can't T take you back?" Then they woul investigete and find
tréatment "

"I realize army orders must be army orders. But why cen't they see the
boy is siok?"

A friend of the boy's mother, & woran, said/ that the sentry should have
seen thet the boy was crszy ard tried to stop him without firearms.
On mondey morning a girl in the besuty shop mede the same remerk,

At the council meeting wr. Fukusnime, the vice-chairman said:
"Here sre 11 evecuees threstensd (by such denger as this) and actualiy
without erms. And the M. P.'s have firearms. And just because we don't
have firearms it will not be necessery te use firearmsy even though

army regulations order them to shoot,"

Gordon Brown remerk®” on the cur ious lack of logic expressed in this
concéption and on the ideal of spoeksmanship it shows., I present it only
8s the most outsterding evacuee attitude, A1l egreed thet the sentry
should somehow have stepped the boy without shooting him,

The fact that the boy was thought to be deranped was 8lso mentioned at
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gvery interview, Sometimes I was aked for more deteil on the subject,

true thot the boy is orscked?"™ "Did he reelly say he was president
United States?"At other interviews evecuees stated thet the boy
had been acting gueerly and implied that the goldier ought to have been able
to see that he was not right in his head and that he wes not responsibls,
Fukeshime stated thet he was epproasched by several groups who held this
point of view,

At first, says Hikids, the peorle thought that the soldier had shot
without warning. But after the newspaper asccount wes published they felt
better about it. Incidentelly, I have heerd no avacuss critioise the
the newspaper sccount{ or hint thet it was not the truth, It appears
to have hdd a powerful calming effect.

Several people, smong them the steedy Mr. Kondo,#f¥ an evacues
Episcopelimn priest, Reverend Yamasaki, ond a frisnd of the boy's mother
steted thet the soldier ought to heve been abls to tell thet the boy
meant no harm, To walk quietly out of the project gate wes not the
action of a violent or deangerous pPersCle

The evecuee attitude towsrd the soldier who shot the boy and teward
the soldiers in general wes oﬁ the whole critical but not bitter, The
longest discussion I heard on the soldiers took pddee at the Kondo's
home, Here they were called ignorant ard were accused of being
iljiterote.z They were said to have been sent to this post and not
oveyseas. because they ere physically or mentelly unfit for esctive
service, Some of them cen't even shoot.2

Mr. Kondo remerked thet the sentry really hed to shoot, since he may
not leave his post for any reason. Reverend Tsuda also stated, according

to Brown's informent, thet if the sentry hed orders to fire he is not

1 Sea poge 43,49 51>

P

2
I have heard identicel stetements from ¢ half a dozen Caucasians sings
my arrival on the project,

J-urx,'fb




23,
tobe bdamed." But the order should be chenged.
Even the virago Mrs. ¥, did not express hate for the soldisrs., On the
contysry, she accused them of hating the Japanese. "They hate us. Oh,
how they mte us. And for what? They &re just igrnorent,." She did not

ment ion the &a&&&&&&& phyczcal disabilities which the soldiers are supposed

- m\.__.-...

to have, " " i
o have. C, h&g i ‘"TiEED

~L She and her fellow evacus &Ai am conv1nceg,/{%qr far more 111 will
it (e NI S
toward Nr. Bennett than towsrd any rember of the militery. Had the group of
ahich she is a member mede amy trouble, I hazard the guess that their

angey would have been directed towsrd the Administration and not toward

the soldisrs. 1I have discussed thds matter only with Mr. Kikida and he

agress with me. Gordon Brown is less sure, but he has no contact at all

with this group.

My Caucesian friends oriticised the soldiers with grester severity and
with & far more emotionsl biss thet any of my dvecuee informants. One

tecoher wos afreid the soldiers might get drunk, invade the camp end bagin
e massecre. Caucasian attitudes will be described in more detail later.

Two evacuees expressed sympethy with the sentry. A Nisei told my
seoretary, "@ don't blame the soldier for shooting, if the evecues didn't
stop when he told him to. He's probebly been itching to try thet gun out
for months.," When I repeated this remark to an evacuee Chr ist isn
minister (a Nisei) he burst into a roer of sympsthetie laughtsr.
"] can sympathize," said he, "I guess those fellows really get the urge
to use their guns." Iaughter also followed a similar statement by Mr.
Bernett at the council meeting.

By good fortune I was able to get an expression from that submerged
part of the community wéich, heretofore, might have been expected to
agitete and channel the activities of their fellow evecuees into some

overt expression of resentment. Though, of course, I am not in &

position to make a conclusive stetement, it is my opinion that this group

is very smsll, and is, st present, @lmost impotent., Nevertheless,
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Mrs. M,'s proud statement should not be ignored. "There ariéOme peopls

sround; I'm not mentioning any names, who wanted to shopfthem (the
administration). They wanted to go and make trouble. But I told them,
'Don't you do it. You wouldn't have a chance. They're just looking

for a chance to mow you down,' T told them that they have to be paitent.

Their chence will come.'"l

My . Hikide said thet he hed no idea that there were anmy peccle in
camp who might make trouble., Yet he told Mr . Wolter thet if there ware
five or six people in camr who wished to agitate, they would be restrained
by their friends,
On the whole, the incident was received very quietly by the avacuess,
Many eXpressed only curiosity, and one did not know about it until told
by Brown's investigator. Another ddd rotknow till she read dbout it in
the newspaper,., Roughly, half of the people to whom I talked expressed
sentiments which were not very different from those which might bs expscted from
members of a small Ceaucesian community under the same circumstences. (I have

experienced an incident in which a boy wes shot by a policemen, whan I

.lThs iMplications in Mrs. M's statements sre very significant, Her resentment
over the fact thmt the administration will not allow her children to be

taught Japanesey even though Caucssians are studying the lenguage, is
indicative of the leaning toward things Japanese, which "X" has pointed out,
She was most #@mpethetic in her stetement thet the evacueses hed been driven
from America by their unfair treatment and were becoming more Japanese

every day.

Some of this may be wishful thinking, However, two Nisei, one a
minister, heve in the past few weeks expressed the opinion, geimd, F believe
from a newpaper article: "They heve tried to break up little Tokyo and all
they've succesded in doing is making ten more little Tokyo's that are morec

Japenese than ever," One made the remerk to me and onlto Gordon Brown,

Some time apo a school teacher remsrked to me that when she arriwed here last
fall, theee or four of her class of 25 f¥ st graders could spesk no English,
This fall, eight of her class of 16 can speak no English. These are only
straws of evidence on a phenomenon which is very difficult for me to evaluate,

I wish I could portray in words the tone of fanatical determinstion
which suffused Mrs. M's voice when she drew herself up, stared into space, and
soid with stiff-lipped scorn, "They thirk they can break us, But they're
wrong., Our minds are getting harder and hardey,"
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1ived in & Caucasian Gommunity.) Vengeance was considered only by a few,

QA paroetds
The most commonly opinion was that while the soldier was probably

doing his duhy, he should not have shot down an unarmed boy.

My . Hikida's hypothesds as to why the incident did not arouse more
yancor are, 8o far as I can judgs, fundementally correct. Knowledge of the
boys mental condition spread with the story of the shooting. It was rumored
that he hed besten his mother and sister. He was a Nisei and able to spaak
English fluently.l The fact that the boy was not fatslly injured and is
according to lakest reports, recovering, wes also pertinent. Hikida also
stresses the ebsence of any pressure group in the center, If the G. Y. P. A.
or other pressure organizations were still functioning he says "I certainly
think some public opinion would have been shown,"

I, one sense the community reacted to this occurance in a manner whioh
is entirely compatible with the principles whioh govern a democrat ic community.
Groups of evacuees consulted influential and respected members of the
community on the best method of taking action to prevent another occurance,
The two priniple opinions brought forwerd were timt some measures should be
teken to bring ebout better relations batween evacuees and the military
police, and that WRA should bs mede conscious of the need to sphed up
leave olearances. Not only reppected councilmen 13ks Mr. Miyake ( not
respscted by gveryons) and Mr. Fukushima , werse consulted,but also individuals
1ike My, Hikida, who held no public offica.2 The council rose to the

oceasion and made the wishaﬁ;of the psorde known to the Administration

e e e - .

On incunclusive evidence I em inclined to hezard the guess that the vietim
was one of those who answered "No-No" through motives of injured pride and
idealism and not because he was a member or came under ths influence of a
proxapanssa group. Had hefpsen a Kibel or Issei with no command of English,
or had he been a member of a former pressure gZroup, the reaction would have
been more violent. (Former part of guess laker proved corrects)

L

Se¢ the account of the council meeting, p.// , the verbatim notes, D» :;7

and Hikida's remarks of Decembsr 9.
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in no undertain terms. Whetler it is Bossible &b for the Administration
to follow their suggestions, remains to be seen,

A weak after the shootine considerable discussion was still going on
among the evacuces, Sentiment hed swung from euphasis on the shooting of
an unarmed boy to a conviction that sométhing must be done about the
severity of segregetion hesrings. The evacuess, it was pointed out, had
been brought here through militsry nesessity and were not prdsoners of wap,
Resentment was directed more against the WRA for slowndss and @Xcessiva
saverity &h&dkdd in hecrings than toward the soldiers, The evacuaes
appesrsd to have a pretty olear conception of the goldier's position in
regard to oﬂﬁying orders, Some people, howsver, still felt that the
goldier should have noticed the boy's mental unbalance at the gate,
Fukushima desoribes 2t some length how hey reasoned with groups of
égacuees on this point.ii

VMrs. Kirs was reported to be very upset and astreme ly resentful bedauss
of the strictmess of the hearing which her son had undergone, Hikida
desoribed her as telling him that the hearinz had constituted Ma mantal
hardship," pPeople fslt, said he, that the committese should take a mors
sympathetic attitude, Mrs. Kira is also reportsed to have beem sshamad
and to feel responsibility to the community becsuse of her son's deed, an
intere st ing menifestation of community . responsibility.

Hikida also stressed thot most resentment was be ing expressed by the

3 L1

e y g e
olderAbache lor group whop he said, were the WRA's most severe oritics and

always inclined to oriticise the actions of the Administration on prindgple,

A rumor, the e;tant of which T was rot able to judge, wos current in
camp that the authorities were attemptinz to make the boy's shooting appear
to be suicide. Surprisingly enough, very few ramors ware stimulated by the
réports from Camal Camp, that soldiers had fired warnine shots or shoutsd
offensive remarks at evacuces,

n the evening of pecember 9 wr. Kondo strengthensd my embsemes tia t
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was crystallizing around the sevsrity of the hearing., A lengthly argument
took place in my presence, #h whioh one evacuee held that the M. P.'s
were not so bad, at least they had not always been so bad as this incident
made them appeer, and Mr. Kondo held that they had always been strioct
"and wouldn't answer you when you spoke to them,"

The only evacuee remark I heard on the annoumcement in the papsr
'tiﬂf residents niust not procesd beyond the project fence without the consent
of the proper authorities and that they must stay within the confines of
the fence from sunset to sunrise was: "Why do thsy want us to stgr in

bounds. We haven't done anything?"

Caucasian Reactions

Since the interests of ths study lis more with the evacuses than with

<]

the Caucasaian appointed staff, I spent much more time and gnergy collecting
data among the Japanese. Unfortunatsly, since matters moved so fagt, this
renders my knowledge of Caucasiand reactions gume incomplete, What I

did observﬁ led me to conclude that ovart signs of emotional distrbance over
the shooting were far stronger among the Caucasians than among the evacuees,
Every Casucasian to whom I spoke in the days immediately followinw the

shoot ing, was excited to some degree, WMany were nervous and some were

B — -

afraid. Most of my friendﬁf?l|||.iullnne as soon as they ocaught sight of

.

me..amekt [began Lo pour out what they knew of the affair) To them it was one

R s b A e o il

of the most exciting, or thrilling oocurances of their stay in camp.
I believe the news spread far more rapidly through the Caucasian
barracks than it did among the evacuees, The barracks ars withing sight
of the hospital and some of the Caucasians saw the jeeps patrolling
Wednesday night, As I have mentionsd before, no evacues to whom I spoka,
knew thet the jeeps had entered the camps, althouzh I Believe that some of the
evacuee dootors and nurses most have seen them,

Unfortunatdy, I have not bsen able to disouss the inoident with
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any of the Causasians whom I know to be hostile to the evacuees. When
I did come in contact with these individuals they seemed reluctant to
discuss the incident., Those Caucasians who have sought me out belong to thag
faction which is extremely pro-evacues in sentiment. They were violant
in the ir denunciation of ths soldiers =- far more violent than sny of the
evacuees, 'The soldisr forced the wounded boy to walk into the hospitalj
the soldier may have been drunk." One teacher expressed the fear that a
large group of soldisrs might get Arunk, board their jeeps, descand upon
the camp and shoot every evecuee in sight, The viotim was defended
because he wag &an artist, because he was not hn his right mind, becausa
his passionate desire to relocate had been refused, It is interesting
to note that the most common evacuee opinion: that the soldisr should
have stopped the boy without shooting, was seldom expressed by the
Caucasians.

My subjective inpression of the staff, gained during meals, is that
the group was very nervous and under oohsiderable tension., As an experiment,
I remerked at dinner on the night of December 2 that I thought thot the
soldiers and some of the Caucasian staff were afraid of the evacuees. The
results wers interesting. Both Mr. Cross and Mrs. Iuty became vayy
angry and denied répaatedly that they werse afraid.? 1 apologized and

said that T had meant nothing by my statemant,

BaTe '
Mrs . LutLisK":m—n_ig her defense of Mr, Terry's refusal to giva

1Mr. Cross is a Californis from Bakersfield, a membeyr of the Agricultural
Division, He has repeatedly told me that the Japanaess are dangerous, that
he cannot understand why I trust them as I do, that he kn#ds Japanese far
better than I do and that one of these days he is going to enlighten @ me
and te1l me some things which will make me more ocareful about al'cing around
the camp late in the evening, (I shall attempt to get this interesting
verbatim statement from Mr. Cross as soon as opportunity offers itself.)

Mrs. Iuty has in my presence frequently accused the evacuesd of stealing,
stated that you really can't tumestions of them, and confessed that when she
gets in 2 larpe group of evacucas sha feels smotherBQ_and must escape.
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Kira leave clearance. Her reasons are that the boy was utterly seifish, seif-

cgntered, not loyal either to Japsn or to the United States, that-he is very
erratic (denied by Brown,) and thet he changed from "no-ro" to "yes-yes" only
becsuse he wanted to relocate,

Mr. Bennett's attitude toward the military police underwent some ohange as
a result of this incident., Captain Morse's threat to expose WRA "dirt" and the
incident in which the soldier shouted insults at evacuee girls may have been
significant factors in the chsnge.

Mr. Wolter's unusally revealing statements during my interview indicate
thet he was very angry over the actions of the military. He remerked after
the interview thet he was not going to the P.X. not because he was afraid but
because he didn't wish to engage in physioal combat with Morse with a company
of soldiers present. "Not that I'd mind it though, under different oircumstances,"
said he.
Synthesis

In general this inocident was characterized by remarksble quistness among the
evecuees and by somewhet more excitement among the Caucasians. In spite of the
rapidity with which rumor is known to spread through the csmp, some of the
evacuses did not know of the event until they read the newspaper. None knew
of the entrance of the srmed soldiers, except perhaps some members of the
hospitel staff. The evacuees as a whole were resentful and oritical, especially
since the boy was unsrmed and had not threatened the soldier. But they were
not at a1l violent or inclined to seek vengeance. On the contrary, it appears
that the community council was to some extent at least, used by the evacuses
as an instrument to formulete end present to the administration a resolution
intended to prevent & reocourrence.

In this connection, it should not be forgotten that none of the evacuees,
not even the remmants of the pro-japanese pressure groups, was oconscious of

how narrowly they had escaped military supervision and its dangers.
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Caucasian and evacuee attitudes on the competence of the military police
Wwere clearly brought out by this incident. In gemeral, the Caucasians expresse-
eéd their lack of respect more freely than the evacuees.

A week after the shooting, the incident was still the topic of extensive
discussion among the evacuees, but among the Cauoasians interest had died
down almost entirely except among those individuals particularly concerned,
Evacuee resentment had shifted somewhat from resentment over the shooting of
ean unarméd boy to the conviction that something ought to be done about the
strictness and the delsy in the leave clearance hearings,

The faot that the story of the boy's mental derangement spread with the
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acoount of the shooting, the fact thet he was a niseziizzaid speak fluent

English and could not have misunderstood the soldisr, thet he was not fatally
injured and thet those evacuees willing to make trouble over the incident

are small in number and disorganized, all contributed to the orderly acceptance
of the incident.

Mr. Wolter's handling of this di“fioult situation oannot be too highly

comme nded ,




KIRA'S IEAVE HEARING

Since Dr. Hate and Mr. Wolter beljeve thst Kira's illness was
precipitated by his leave clearmamce hearing this stenographic transeription
warrents close exsmination, Kira showned no symptoms of mentel derangement
before this experience. Gordon Brown is of the opinion that the boy's
treatment dtthis hearing "pushed him over the brink," Wolter admitted to _
me oonfidentially that it might well have been the last strew, The hearing,
ss1d he, had not been well ccnducted; it had been turned into a debate
rather than an attempt to get &n expression of the boy's opinion,

Both Kira's fether and mother have mentioned the unfortunate effect
produced by the heering., Mrs. Kira is reported to be particularly disturbed
over it. According to her, the boy has been brooding ever since, and hag
stated repeatedly thet he resented the questions put to him. Mr. Kira
seid that Satoshi came home thet day &% and lay down, complaining of feeling
very tired,

In this and other reports I have menticned frecuently that many evaocuees
complain to me of Terry's "eriminel attorney" manner.> This was mentioned
in the council meeting by Harry Miyake although he did not call Terry

by neame.

Mrs. Iaty, thLerVed as stenographer, was greatly disturbad by the

shooting, She telked frequently of the incident and was absolutely in
sgreement with Terry's decision, Kira, she said, was selfish, utterjg-

se 1f -centered, very erractic, and not loyal either to Japan or to the
United States. She was certein thet he had chenged his answer only beocause

he wished to reloeste. [ater she added thet Kire, at times, seemed ready

T

to jump over the demﬁ'at any minute and teke Mr. Terry by the throat,
He was very logquacicus and very argumentative,

10n December 8 I was told by Miss Wilson, one of the high school teachers,
that she had been told of a leave clesrance hearing at which Terry was

ohe irmen where the evacuee being questioned suddenly"began ohattering and
jebbering in Japesnese., Mr. Terry ettempted to make the interpreter trenslate

the Japsnese, but the interpreter refused, ssying, "I oan't tell you, I can't
te 11 You.u
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Mr. Terry's character is paradoxiedl in the extreme, He is honest,
sincere, intelligent end kind. He is devoting himself whole-heartedly
to his tesk of assisting the evacuees, In his legal defense of the Japanese
he is often unselfish to a degree., If he thought he were fighting in
a8 just ocause, he would, I believe, risﬁfhis professional repufation
without hesitation,

His desire to assist verges at times on sentimentality. When Kimiko
Murakemi wes determined to leave on the Gripsholm he argued with her
for hours, offered to lend her money, and, according to Brown, even conceived
a plen of spiriting her out of the camp to get her away from the authorities,

Yet, as the hearing shows, he is quite uneble to understeand, to
admit into his mind, and consequently to take into consideration, the
psychologiocel effects of evacuation on the Japansse, He will never
let an opportunity for debste pass unchallenged.

He is utterly blind to the Japanese' senkitiveness and inadvertantly
injures ;heir fee lings by his brusque(;::;::::: That a person would
retein a love and respect for the country of his birth, even though he
had adopted enother, is beyond his comprehension. His honesty and
good intent are beyong guestion; yet he is the most unpopular Caucasien
on the project.

On December 11 I sttended & smell gathering at which Terry and

his wife were preent. This was the night of their return from Washington

and New York, Terry argued with Brown, Wolter snd Provinca¥hat any

&&hbee of the evacuees had a "perfect legal right" to walk out of oamp,
He ocouldn't see why they didn't start legal proceedings. Though he
bettled valiently, the combined insistence of three men and two women,
Mrs. Wolter and myseif, finally forced him to admit that the evacuees
might be motiveoted by their fesrs, resentments, and other emotions

and not by logic, that an appreciation of their legaa rights under

the Constitution is inhibited by thede attitudes, and that they should
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not be condemned beoause of thig,

The members of thé group, partioularly Mrs.WEolter, were not too
tactful in their statements, and I think some impression was made on
Terry's mental orysalis,

From Brown I hear that Terry will officiate at no mors leave clearance

hear ings, if Wolter hes anything to say about it,

PERSONAL NOTES ON THE HEARING

On page 4 Terry forced Kira to admit that he hed made s mistake im
the date he had said he hed tarned in his Japanese citizenship papers
in to the Japsnese consul, On the next two peges Terry spent comsiderebie
time in quizzing Kirs on why he wished to return to the West Coast.I
The egacuees' desire to return to the Wast Cosst is incomprehensibile
to Mr. Terry. On the occasion when he tried to oross-examine me, he
stated that he couln't understand why the Japanese wished to go back
toe Californie, He certeinly wou]m{twver go back if he had been treated
8s they were,

On page 8 Kira explained that he answered "No" beeause the Japanese
were put in camps while Amer icen citizens of Ttelisn and German anoestry
were not., The conditions in the assembly center, no ventilationm,
lining up to eat at the mess hall,also angered and humilisted him,

This is & significant apd very common attitude which I encountered
frequently when I interviewed potentis] sepgregees,

On page 9 Kira stated that he changed his mind becsuse he felt that
the attitude of the American people had changed, He felt that now

he had a chance in the United States, This is also an attitude which

I heve met repestedly,

1A few days ago an evacuee told me "Terry always harps on the West Coast,
When a friend of mine hed a hearing, he asked him, "Where would you go

if they closed the Wasti@b&dt East Coast?" My friemd said, 'I would go
to the Middle West.' Then Terry seid, 'Where yould you go if they closed
the Middle West?® 'Then I guess I'd go to the South,' 'Where would you
go if they closed the South?' 'Then, I don't know what I'd do,' said my
friend,"
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Mr. Terry then questicned the boy minutely as to where he had got the

informetion of this change of public opinion end succeeded in putting

him in the wrong.??Kira had not answered the question dishonestly.

The consciousness of the change in Amer ican Public opinion, the fact
thet evacuees with a good record would be allowed to relooste permiated
the ocemp at this time (early spring of 1942), One would not have
to be a subsoriber to a Middle Western newspaper to be consious of it
and to fall under its influenoe.3

On pages @ and 10 the different fremes of reference for loyalty
held by Terry and Kire esre cleerly apparent. I made reference to
these different fremes of reference for loyalty in my report on segrsgation.l
Kira expressed himself as willing to give unqualified allegiance to
the United States if his people were treasted justly. This did not
constitute loyality to Mr, Terry who remarked several times that he
oonsidered such an attitude very selfish.z

It is difficult to consider Kira wild and erractic when reading
his answers to the second question on page 10, The answer is intelligent
and shows unusual alertnesss

Terry: JAre we supposed to infer from these answers that your loyalty
or lack of loyalty to the United States is entirely selfish in quality?

Kira: It could be interpreted as sel1f ish,

Terry: I am ssking you to interpret it for us. We are anxious to know
whether it is based entirely upon the treatment whioch you received
individually as & member of a minority recisl group, or whether it

is based upon the fact tlat you consider thet demoeracy has so faijed
generelly as to be an institution to which you cannot be loyal?

Kira: The two stantements which you give are slightly disconnected, are
the y not?

1I do not suggest that there are only two frames of reference, one
Japanese and one American. There ere no doubt many,

2

During my interview with Terry he remarked thet many of his ocontacts
with evacuees disgusted him becsuse the Japanese appeared to be motivated
almost entirely by selfish intarests. : 4
3 li/lM > %/‘(T‘M J:-:r e o /jd'-’m 'é""“""“‘r»-ﬂd/
Aha ahpngn o
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At the botton pf page 10 Zira stated that while the Constitution
and the Decleration of Ipdependence are all fine doouments they are
only documents, Their power depends entire ly upon how the ir administration
is uphe1d by the people. They can &h& stand only as long as the people
desire to carry out the principles whioh they represent.

On page 11 Terry brought Kira to another rhetoriecal defeat because
he did not seek legal advice in his diffioulties, This argument ceme
to a climex on page 13 where Kira, interestingly enough, used the same
defense I employed when Terry questioned me on this subjeots that
Terry might have felt the same way if he had been confimed in a ocemp.
"I'm not asking about anybody else. I am agking about you," Terry
te1ls Kira,

On page 12 Teryy again called Kira's attitude seifish, and Kirs
stated that even though he were refused clearance, he would serve

in the Dnited Stetes foroes if he wers drafteg,

On page 13 and 14 Kirs is egain defeated when Terry, FEdAfHE7A%
compared Kirs to & oitizen who is refused justice from one policeman
and then condemns the government who employe the policemen. Kire is
fina1ly made to admit thet he had neglected to attempt to proteoct
his own right and that his actions were not logical. On page 15 he
offers his final defenee: "I have been a sehoolboy almost all of my
1ife and led & sheltered 1ife, but I know that there is no excuse for
my not doing anything about it."

When Kirs hed left the room, Mr. Terry remerked, “That boy is

certainly off the beem,"

Kira's snswers appear honest and straightforward. Hds answers

are not wild er erractic. Mr. Terry appears to have given considerable
vent to his joy in debete, He is quite right when he concludes that
Kire's reaction to evecuation wes not logical, He is unable to understand

human action, not dioteted by logie,




A

U‘ NrM AP

Conf'idential

I should prefer that you do not send this section to X. The Xondos are
his very good friends and I am not sure he would approve of the frankness
with which I discuss them,

sk ok ok ok ok o o ok ok o ok ook ok ok ok ok ok

On the evening of December 9 I had an opportunity to visit the Kondos.
Since they are my trusted friends and since I knew that they had been treated
very rudely by Mr. Terry when they consulted him about getting their child
from & mental institution in Californis, I thought their remarks on Kira's
leave clesrnsce hearing would be interesting. -

Mrs. Kondo is & Nisei; her husband is Kibei. She apresrs to resent

evacuation more bitterly than Mr. Kondo.

She is quite American in her psychologica] processess: in her attitude

toward the upbringing of children and toward those membars of the Caucasian

\ -

staff who are incompetent or rude. !

&— She considers some of the ideas which her mother-in-law wishes to impreas
on her 10-year old son superstitions, fodlish and pernicious. Her husband
considers them wise and proper.

¥r. Kondo is @ peacemaker. At least he feels "vou should not strike

unless you are sure every evacuee will stand with you."

s ok ok ok ok ok ok K ok koK koK ok ok kR ok ok ok
—ho kﬁ{b‘F*)
They were extremely interested when I showed{g;;;stggggiﬁund sat at the

table reading it together. They said nothing until they reached page 5 where
Terry begen to question Kira on why he wished to zo back to the West Coast.
Said Mrs. Kondo, "Anybody hes a sentiment and an attachment to where he's

been 1iving. The spots he has known in his childhood on the West Coast will

?

lIn & lster report I shall include an interesting discussion on superstitdon,
religion and social stratification in which I participated with the Kondos
and a Jeapanese friend.
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always be like a dream. Like the old folks say, 'I want to go back to die, Tt
is my home'."

When they reached the 14th¢ question on page 9 Mr. Kondo said, "That last
question I think if you ask this question to anybody, T think they'd say, yes,
if you discover thet the government might affect a minority group in any way
or other that you consider unjust.”

Concerning the second question on page 10 where Mr. Terry asks Kiras if
he considers that democracy has failed as an institution, Mr. Kondo said, "Any
sensible person would interpret it so--that is demooracy for you. If you don't
have & right to think the way you want what have you got."

As Mrs. Kondo continued reading on page 9 and 10 she remarked, "I think
he is brillient. Good for him." 1In the middle of 10 where Mr. Terry mentions
negro persecutions in the United States, Mrs. Kondo says, "That really shows
what he (;r. Tarry{)fsels--thst racial prejudice in the Sothern states is a
neturel thing. Why are we making a fuss when the negroes are abusedi™ When
she reaohed the top of page 11 she again remarked ™I think he is brilliant."

At the bottom of page 11 when Terry esks Kira why he did not call legal

aid before he condemned the system of government, Mr. Kondo remarked, "How's

the poor kid to knowZA{one of us ordinary people know. IVdidn't know anything

about the Ber Associstion.” h 5

Referring to Terry's remark on the second line of page 12 where he states,

"What T am afraid of is that your original answer and your desire to ohange wew
y WA R,

based solely and exoluseively on your own M Mrs. Kondo said, "Those are

the exact words he told mé. You ere being se1fish to wﬁnt your child with you®s
There was good natured ddughter on lir. Roger's long dissertation on page
13. W¥r. Kondo said, "Boy he's really simple minded," and added that the plans
of the Japenese to Whoahogara referred were impossible. “Onoe you get out of
this country to Japang, naturally you are not going to be allowed to oome back

to this country."




38

Mr. EKondo was impressed by the disocussion of the policeman on page 13 and

. 14. He seid, "This idea of changing loyalty is just not the ides .ﬂﬁchanging
loyalty from United States to Japang., What he means when he says 'I would find
another policeman' is, 'I must find another country'."

At the top of page 14 where Kira sdid thet he would not go so far as to
feal that law and or&er had completely broken down in s ocommunity where such
things were allowed, Nrs. Kondo said tersely, "I would."

Concerning the fifth answer on page 14 where Kira says "I would have
1iberty in my zrasp," Mrs. Kondo remarked, "I should say he can't fight in
here. If you do yéu sign yourself up for Ieuppel”

At the bottom of page 14 wherse Terry says that the people throughout the
United States have not all changed their attitude toward the Japanese, lrs.
Kondo said, "Oh phooey, what does he mean? When I went to him he oouldn't tell
us anything until we had chosen another state to go to. He said he had not,
in one case found any prejudice against the Japenese in the East. He says, 'If

Mv?i“"a f«almg would be worse therel' Oh, I wish I'd have had somebody to take down
what we said on thst day we went to see him,"

When he hsd finished reading the document Mr. Kondo remerked, "That boy
is certeinly a 100% American," He implied that none of Kira's reactions had

been Japanese,



December 2, morning, 1943

Last night, December 1, an evacuee boy was shot by one
of the military police. A Caucasian teacher, sympathetic
to the evacuees told me her version this morning. The boy,
a brother of one of the evacuee school teachers, was brooding
over his father's relocation, probably did not obey the
command of the M. P. and was shot 1n the hip. The soldiers

brought him to the hosgpital in thelr truck and according to

one of the negro nurses, made the boy walk into the hospital.

According to this nurse the Mp P. made the remark, "Well,
here's a Jap. I shot, now I'll go and get me somemore.™ The
Caucasian teacher expressed concern over the fact that the
soldiers may have been drunk and that this incident may give
rise to more trouble on their part. Thessoldiers may all get
drunk and come in and shoot the evacuees. "They all feel badly
because they are more or less the leavings and have been

relegated here instead of befing sent into active service.™

Block Manager

My block manager told me this noon that he thought maybe
the boy was a little crazy. He also said that the people were
saying, "He (the boy) was unarmed,'" implying that the soldier

had no right to shoot him for this reason.
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arsenic in the sugar.

"He tcld the fellow at the gate that he was president
of the U. S. and director of the project. At the hospital
he has been claiming he's director of the project™ (Here
Miss Smith inserted her opinion that unbalanced as the boy
is, he could probably run the project as well as Mr. Bennett.)
"The soldier told him to stop. He .said he was Just walking
along the road to Chandler. He shot at his feet four times
before he plugged him. The soldier was alone. The soldier
sald he didn't know whether he was armed or not so he shot

him in the left kidney.
"Last night the jeeps went up and dewn in front of the
hospital as if they were expecting more trouble.m2
At this moment Mrs. Luty entered the room. She began to
talk: "I was there when the fellow had his hearing. He was
so erratic in his statements.” He's very self-centered, very
selfish, and certainly not loyal to the United Sates or loyal
to Japan. He was only interested in himself. He's a very
talented boy. He even referred to the curfew case in Washington

or Oregon. He's a very intelligent boy. Mr. Terry's expression

as he went out was, 'He's certainly off the beam."#

lThis infor%ation came_ to Mlss Smith from her sister, who is a
a nurse at the hospital, and in contrast to Miss Smith lsvery

reticent.
2According to Brown, there was only one Jjeep in Butte.

JAccording to Brown this is false. The boy's statements were
u%%e luc%d

4In Brown's opinion this hearing shows Terry at his worst.

r
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"He had beaten his mother and his sister the day before.
He emptied out their sugar bowl and said it was full of
arsenic.”

He didn't impress me asbeing insane. He was a very
talented boy. He wanted to relocate and study art. I under-
stand he has been cutting up for a week. He was not granted
leave clearance because he was "NO-NO" and very bitter about
it. He was bitter about the Japanese being put into camp.

"Those of Italian and German ancestry were not put in camps.™
He banged and banged at that.l He had just decided to change

around and go out. That was the only reason. He didn't care

whether Japan or the United States won the war. Hés name

was Satoshi Kira.

b :
See the emphasis put on this point by potential segregees
in "Report on Segregation.™
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DECEMBER 2, Afternoon--CAUCASIAN REACTIONS

Iy observations among the Caucasians lead me to believe
that they are more disturbed over the shooting than the
evacuees. For one thing, the news spread far more quickly
through the Caucasian group. The incident 18 almost the only
topic of conversation, whenever a group of Caucasians meet ,
and it is the chief toplc at meals.

A conversation with two school teachers and lMrs. Tuty,
who 1s at present secretary to Mr. Hoffman and in charge of
the legal ordering of the leave clearance hearings is il-
luminating. Miss Smith, an elementary teacher is very symp-
athetic to the evacuees. She began to tell me her version
of the incident: ™This boy was an artist. He did all the
artwork for the Gila News-Courier. He drew the cover for the
anniversary issue. (Here Miss Amith ran to her room for a
copy of this issue which she gave me.) He was begging for
relocation and had been refused by Mr. Terry. Bennett said,
'yes,' but Terry said 'no'. Luty said 'no' too. Luty said the
boy was nuts."

"Wolter called Luty in about it. She sald,"No, a person

like that should not go out. He's not for America and he's

not for Japan.¥™

"He goes over the bridge to go to Chandler.l Previous to
this he had beaten up his mother and sister. They couldn't

live with him in the same house. He told them there was

1Ch&ndler is miles away.
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KONDOS AND FRIENDS ON SHOOTING December 2, 11:00 p.m.

From the Kondos I received a strong corroboration of my
observations that so far the evacueces are taking the shooting
very quietly. Mrs. Kondo isan excitable person, yet meither
she, her husband, nor theirp two men friends made any statement
which indicated a violent feeling. 1In fact, though they
are always well informed on evacuee gossip, they admitted that
they knew little about the incident. They had heard that the
boy was unbalanced and had been acting strangely. Mr. Kondo
expressed the opinion that "nobodg who wanted to escape from
camp, 1is going to go to the gate and walk out when all he has
to do 1s crawl under the barbed wire. Afger all, they boy was
not carrying a suitcase and had no money with him.™

They d1d not know about the patrolling of the camps by

soldiers in jeeps carrying machine guns. The extreme ignorance

of the soldiers at the post was discussed at length and in

detail. Some of them can scareely write, it was said. "Most
of them are physically unfit for service, that's why thep"re
sent here," saidMr. Kondo. "Mentally unfit, too," added a male
friend. "They can't even shoot," continued this friend. He
based this statement on hiqbbservation of one of the soldiers
Who, in his presence had aimed at a tin can six feet away several
times and had been unable te hit it,

The group took a quiet and objective view of the affairs.
They did not defend the boy, although all agreed the spldier
should not have shot him. No particular bitterness was voiced

dgalnst the soldiers. They®PE%her pitied for their infirmities.
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SHOOT ING--HIKIDA December 3, 1943

It is a 1ittle too early yet. It happened the day before yestarday.

From immediste contacts in the mess and in other places, the first
thing that caomes to their minds seems to be "Wamn't there anyother alternative
employed rather than shooting?" A4nd of courss yesterdays paper explained.
The papers stated that the M. P, fired two warninss. People at first thought
thet the M.P. shot without warning,.

I think it is safe to say thet there is considerably less reaction
toward the incident because for several reasons:

1. The mental condition of the young man. He happened to be a Nisei.
Thet may cause less dissention. He was able to speak English,

2. The wound is not serious enough to cause death to the person.

8. The absence of any pressure group. I think if we had an organization
like the G.Y.P.A. and soms others, certainly I think some public opinion
would have been shown,

.I know the flather. He used to ba 2 movie projectionist for the C.A.S.

He was a fine man. He left for Cleveland about o month ago expecting to get

his family. I understand he is coming back in a few duys.1

Some people knew the boy was refused relocation and are suspecting it,
People don't know about the jeeps coming in,

The evacucas as & whole are more or less holding to their own public
mindedness, Their view is one of comﬁon sanse ; not so emotional. Of courss
there mizht be soms who might be emotional., But they don't bave any oppor-
tunity., WMr. Wolter tellked to me this morning. I told him that if five or
six agitators wanted to start something the rest of the peopls would hold

them back.

»

lpecoause of the shootine incident.




December 3, 1943, a.m. Mrs. M. (not verbatim)

Had most interesting interview with Mrs. M. this morning.
She was in better spirits than I had ever seen her before, and
after I had done most of the talking for five minutes she
opened up at length on the shooting. My small glft of candy
seemed to please her. While we drank tea she exXpressed the
following sentiments:

"The people say that if the boy had attacked the soldier
1t would have been all right to shoot him. But Just for running

away he had no right in the world. The boy was unarmed. The

soldier had absolutely no right to shoot an unarmed boy.l"

"There are some people around, I'm not mentioning any
names, who wanted to showy them. They wanted to go and make
trousle. But I told them, 'Don't you do it. You wouldn't
have a chance. They're Just looking for a chance to mow you
down.' I told them that they have to be patient. Their
chance will come."

Mrs. Mizuno did not know that jeeps entered the camp.

Since the incident happened two days ago I think this is good
evidence that the knowledge of the Jeeps entrance into camp

has not penetrated among the evacuees. The pPro-Japanese group
would certainly be among the first to appreciate the Implications
of this acticn. In this regard, I do not think Mrs. M. was
lying. . Shehad nothing to gain, and Was, moreover in a very
communicative mood.

Mrs. M. did not accuse the soldiers of physical or mental
unfitness. "They hate us. Qh, how they hate us! And for what?

They are ignorant. Its Just ignorance."
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Mrs. M’. and two friends who were present burst into laughter when I

remarked that some of the Caucasimns thought that the fire had been an act
of sabotage., "I'm not saying what they might do, but one thing you can be
sure of, they're not going to sabotage our food 1ike that "

Mrs. M. then tried to pump me on the rimor she had been hearing that
Kr. Bennett wants to quit, and also about a rumored investigation of the
Internal Security. T retold as much of my place as a witness in the traffie
case as I thought wise. The story was greatly appreciasted. My stook in Mrs.
M's somewhat unstable estimat ion, rose considerably.

Mrs. M. remarked that she saw no reason.why sinoe the Caucasians are
studying Japanese, the Administration will not let the evacuees' children
learn it. "They think they can break us. But they're wrong. Our minds
are getting harder and harder." We disoussed and agreed on the point that
the evacuees asre getting more and more Japanese in spite of all the Adminis=
tration's attempts to make them Americanized. "If they'd let us do somethings
like study Japanese; maybe we'd 1o§san up a 1little toward them."

Mrs. M. .complainsd that men were botherine her, She was going to ses
Mr. Wolter 2nd tell him that he'd better let her husband come back to her
(from Santa Fe) or 1let her join her husband, or slse put a guard around
her house. It disgusted her. (If she is seduced, T imagine she will blame
the F.B.I. for leaving a helpless widow without protection.)

*She showed me a beautifully written letter in Japanese from a fellow in
Isuppe and remarked that her brother (the "I" of my segregation Report) sends
me his regards and is busy gathering data for a longz desoription of the Tule
Iake affair which he will mail when it is safe.

We parted on very friendly terms. Shes would like to visit me, but it

might zet me in trouble with the Caucasians, said she., I urged her to come.
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DECEMBER 3, 1943 svening CONFIDENTIAL no verbatim statements Srom this

interview to be opublished,

Interview with anonymous minister

Kirs wes an introvert, quiet; he was not wroking bscause he's off the
staff of the Gila News-Courier. He told me he was using his spare time
looking et situations in the cemger and trying to put it on paper (with his
drawing). I'm in complete sympathy with him, I wanted to know if he could
get the feeling of this center from that Butte over there., I also wahted him
to get the feeling of my church, I wanted to put the picture in a magazine
with & poem, He drew me a picture. But then he said to me, "I've never
been to a service™ So he asked if he could come., And he immed iate 1y
interpreted the communion., He caught it, T was very plaasad.l I wantad
to put it in a magazine with a poem by Miss Inouye in which she said, "The
church, it is a barrack." The poem and the piocture matched very well.

Then, of course, I find myse 1f just a busy parson. Really, here in
camp I have been engaged in one ocase aftsr another which required pastoral
care,

T used to see Satoshi every morning. He lived in my own block. He
seemed to be lonely because his two friends, his last friend, had gone out.
Then his father had gone out. He had only his mother and his sister here

now. His father had decided that he would resettls first. Being a retoucher,
he found a fine job. At the hearing bosrd he had said, "I am only going if
my son is olsared." They said, "Yes, your boy gave a sincere and honest

answer in his request for changse from "No" to "Yes". But, He'1l have to wait

for Weshington's approval, °The father had written back that the situation

was all right as far as employment was conecerned, but that housing was acute
and he could not call his family out,

On Wovember 30 the mother was called to the leave clearancé committee,
to Mr, Graved office. She was asked many questions. After the hearing she

was asked if she wanted to ask them anything. She said, "Yes, my boy has

lHere T was shown a charcoal sketch still attached to the board and leaning
against the wall., It was well done, showed power and unusual talent,
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epproval to leave locelly speaking but he is waiting for Washington olearance,

If my boy does not leave I cen never leavsl"

On December 1 the boy found out his mother had gone to the leave clsarance
office for a hearing. From December 1 the boy was suspicious of the mother.
He said, "Your're hiding something from me." Of course the mother at that
time didn't understand that possibly the boy might have felt that he was going
to be left behind when she and his sister 1eft cemp. She just thought her
son had strangely changsd.

He beoame rather violent toward his mother at times. He began cleaning
house, sorting his things. His sister tried to stop him,when he started
cleaning her things. There was conflict. His mother realized he was under
great emotional strain, for what reason they still didn't know,

What happened was.....I was engaged in this Christmas present business:
81] over the country people are sending presents to the ten relocation centsrs.
The ministers want to see that every child hes received & present.

I came home at six o'olook, that was December 1. My wife told me, "Whers
wag I. Here you are running around and pastoral work is at your door. 4
person who never came to your door came." T knew it was serious. The Kira
family was concerned. There was something wrong., "You better go to the family."

So I went to the family. But two friends came and tojd me the story--that
the boy héd become violent. At two o'clock he had 1eft home and just a few
minutes ago his sister had received a note from the hospital that the boy had
been hospitalized. This being supper time, I phoned the hospital reoeptionist,
She told me that the boy had been hospitalized and was in the operating room,

I thought perhaps the boy had done something violent, or that he had had
an accident, T went to the family and Bard the story. The mother and sister
had 1eft home and gone to a friend's. (evidently before the boy 1eft) 1In the
meantime the boy had left a note on which was written "L. A." Ips Angeles is

the boy's home,
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On the way to the hospital, I found out the events of the last three days
and felt I alone should see Satoshi. T went into the operating room. He
had just come out. Wolter and Graves passed by. (We 1ived across the street
from each other in Ios Angeles. He was such sn introvert he never even sa id
"He 110.")

I found out then that actually he had been shot by the M.P. T came back
then and told them.

They are now working to zet an opinion from Washington and keep the boy
peaceful. Tt was through overwork and ovarthinking,

He is not violent. For the last two months he has been working on a picture

of the ocarpenters working on the new sohool. Most of the time he wag looking,
thinking and watching each movement, trying to zet the exact truth of the history

that is passing by.

In his letter asking for a change from "no-no" to ™yes-yes", he said that

if Americ#can see the mistake it has made and make a corraction. And he saw

the correction coming: relocation.
Why was he so honest? Because he was an artist. He could not make one

stroke without being honest.

There have been cases where a boy walked past that gate, This is not a
oamp With prisoners of war. We also have women and children here. This isn't
8 prison either., When a boy gets sich and he bezins to walk out of the centeyr,
he has no ear to listen or orders. I wish I could show you how this boy walks,
He walks very slowly and precisely. (Here my informent demonstrated the boy's
walk.)

He is not a tough young boy. He's very weak and frail. You could stop
him with a tap. He is of thet nature.

In the past I have heard from Dr. Sleath that they have had other such
cases. Then they sent a car following the boy and when the boy was exhasusted

they would pick him up and say, "Can't I take you back?" They they would invest-




igate eand find treatment.

I realize army orders must be army orders. But why ocan't they see the
boy is sick?" This wasn't dark yet., It was 5:30,

I wasn't there but I would 1ike to answer for that. Why was there such
a difference? Is the nature of the M.P. different then before?

ok ¢ ko o ke st ok ok ok ok o ok R e R K R K

Now I know you won't believe this. But on Wovember 23 wheén the father
1left, the boy told his sister, "The M. P. shot me, when I was out there to
get sorap lumbsr with Tsuk. (Tsuk was his best friend,) Then two days before

this heppened on November 29, he also said he had been shot.

Brown's Notes, December 2, 1943,

Tek! Tek knows slightly the family of the viotim, as they 1ive in the
edjacent block.

Boy was 22, Satoshi Kira, Block 32. Had been artist on News-Courier staff
but resigned some months ago because of ill-health, Had been living much to
himse1f. His best and only friend had relocated in June. His father reloeated
on November 11. Tatter had planned to reloocate on Nov. 4 but stayed in for a
funeral. Boy had got on bus on Nov, 4 (date of planned relocation of father)
but had been put off because no pass.

Boy "NO=NO" on aiestionnaire. Had applisd for leavé clearance and been
heard but not yst taken off stop list.

3 Pl M.

This morninz I mangged to ses Oguchia for a few minutes and disoussed what

had happened and sGggested he find what rumors were afloat (Tek already on trail)

I"Tek" is Brown's Nisei informant, an inte1ligent and oapabie young man
205uohi is Brown's Issie informent, an honest but very naive old gentleman,
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This afternoon he reported baock having interviswed 12 people. Results
as follows:
3 people expressed violent reactions.
1 (Rev. Tsuda) expressed lengthy but balanced opinions.
8 people had heard of news but were not wpeoifically conoerned.
3 people expressing violent reactions.
(1) Mother of vietim: she was in tears and said she would
rather not say anything.
(2) A friend (female) of mother said sentry should have seen

boy was orazy and tried to stdp him without firearms.
(3) Another person blamed the sentry for firing at all.

(4) Rev. Tsuda says (&) rules should be explained to people
(b) if sentry had orders to fire, he is not to blame, but

orders should be changed.

Oguchi says, "If people find out that victim said, 'T am the

President' before he was shot, what will they think.

DECEMBER 4, 1943 evening

At dinner I sat at the same table with Miss Blankenship, an
6 lementary teacher notoriously unsympathetic to the evacuees. I took
advantage of this opportunity to pump her on her attitude toward the
shooting. I was rewarded by a fantastio account of the arrival of the
inspecting major., Miss Blankenship is on friendly terms with the

soldiers and visits the post frequeantly to eat lumoh there.

I opened the conversation by remarking that the evaouees felt that

the sentry should not have shot the boy when he was obviously deranged.
"What did they expect him to do?" asked Miss Blankenship. She then
remarked that the soldiers had been very worried that the boy might die,

& colenel and a second lieutenant had arrived, s full colonel, not

a lieutenant colonel; he wasg strutting around 1ike a real big shot.
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- The reason that Morse had arrested the evacuee farmers last night
was because he had to show this big colonel that he was on duty.
Besides the evacuees were outside the camp limits with passes.

This utterly fantastic account, in which the only item of truth

is the arrival of the officer should be compared to Brown's sccount

of the real reason for the major's arrivall

December 6, 1943 - SHOOT ING

Sat at the table with [uty again tonight. Over the coffee I
meéntioned that I had beensallowed to read the transcript of the hearing
of Kira., Inty wanted to know where it was, she had been trying to get
a hold of it for days.

I remarked that I disagreed with her on one point: that the trans-
cript seemed to show that the boy was quite luecid in his arguments and
not at all erratic. "Oh, but you didn't see him?" said Mrs. Inty. "He
wasg ready to jump over the desk at any minute and teke Mr. Terry by the
throat. He brought up the Oregon curfew cmsses and it turned out he
didn't know anything about them, Besides he was very loquatious."

"I noticed," said I, "that Mr. Terry seemed to talk about three times
as much as the boy." "Mr. Terry alwags dose," said Mrs. Inty. "The
boy was very, very argumentative."

"Don't you think he was encouraged to argugent?" I asked. "Yes,
indeed,"™ said Iuty. Then for the fourth times she repeated iir. Terry's
remerk that Akira "was certainly off the beam."

Driving home with the Montgomery sisters, I apoldgized for turning
the dining tablé ¥¢ into an opportunity to colleot Caucasian attitudes.
The pro-evacuee sisters agsured me they understood but warned me about

having admitted that I was allowed to read the transoript since it mdgh

1see page
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get the kind member of the Administration who he lped me into trouble,

In my opinion this conversation with Mrs. Ity is en interesting

example of an individual judging two people by quite different stameards.
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NOTES ON MEETING OF THE BUTTE COMMUNITY COUNCII  DECEMBER 6

I madeiwery attempt to get verbatim notes, but the members spoke
more rapidly than usual. Frequently I was foroced to content myself with
brief parsphrases of the speaker's remarks,

Bennett and Brown were present.

Miyake: Since lMr. Bernett is so busy in the project office I will not follow
parliamentary procedurs and heve him exclain right away about the hostility
at Chandler Road, Mr. ¥ira is not serious. He will bs basck today or
tomorrow, There are some questions among us as to technical points. There
is nothing wd can do in connection with the M.P.'s. But I feel that the

council hes something here which should be presented to the Project

]
Director or to Washington. Ipts have a fair discussion as to what could

be done,

Bennett: Well, as to a report., I've heard this chap Kira approached the milidary
policeman on guard at 5:20 and stated he was going out. The sentry said
he couldn't go without a pass., He said he didn't need a pass, hey was
the president. The guerd ordered him to halt. He shot into the air two
times and then he shot him, He used a sub-rachine gun and hit him at
165 yards, Mr. Smart of the F. B. J.told me it was only an sccident that
he hit him, This is a short range bullet.

When Captain Morse and his superior officer were over here I

quest ioned him about the man being shot so high, I asked about the

army instructions and they saié there was no instruction except to shoot
to kill, Thep they told me he was shot by accident at that renge,

In the opinion of Major Turner who is Captein Morse's superior officer,
this soldddr did a1] he could do. The sentry has no alternative excapt
to shoot. Then he is required to go through a court rdtial. 1In a

oase like this, the court martia] would be perfunctary.

And that's the only story I know about it.
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When the boy came out from tinder the operestion he was st 17 reported

to be mentally unbelanced. The dey before he had attacked him mother and

sister.,

The major told me, "If this hed heprened to one of the staff it would

have been the same situstion = no matter who it was,"
Miyake: I think it's y§yy obvious thet T'm very concerned with this person, If you
permit I'd 1ike to heve Verlin tiake the ohddr, yr. Bennett, has the guard

been instruoted to shoot without firing a blank shot?

Bennett: They always fire a werning shot,

Miyeke: 1Is there any pdssibility of publie relstion work with the M. P, company?

We evacuees hre here under ebnormel eonditions. As the days go on
we may have to face some more of these kind of oases.

Bennett: I don't think that the average military police commender hes any interest

in {¢¥¥ dealing with the Japenese other than keeping them in,

. A doldier of the United States is trained and trained to hate the
enemy., They hate us, (As Mr. Bennett mede these remarks a complete
silence came over the ocouncil room,) They mede derogatory remarks about
the WRA staff, I know that in the present situstion it would be
impossible for anyone of Japanese descent to work out any relat ionghip
with the military poliee group,

Miyeke: Mir, Kira, he answered YNo" to the quest ionnaire?He had his hearing in

September but no word came from Washington.

Bennett: Kira had e long hearing from Mr, Terry, Terry wrote & notation on the bottem

thet he was doubtful ebout’ the boy. I read the dooket ecarefully and
recommended lesve olearance and told Terry I hed reversed his decision,
Subsequently I reread the docket - after the shooting = now due to the
mental blowup I can see why Terry questioned him, It's one of the few
. cases on Terry's oommittes thot I reversed Terry's opinion,
Miyake :

I understand he was sort of hysterical about evacuation,

Bennett: Well, we've wired Weshington to let his doeket through, But I question
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whether he'1l ever be left out of camp. Anyway, according to the doetors

. he's definitely s dementia pracoox case and it has been coming on for

meny years.

Miyake: How long doss it take for a report from Washinton to come baok?

Bernett: I don't know, They're just swemped back there.

Miyake: I'm afraid more of these cases may oome up. After they hearings some may
not be able to take it.

But on the other hand I'd say that enybody who is that neer the border 1line,
he'11 be safer in here, His baokground detes back to five or six years of
age. But not terribly ser lous, This is the first time he went violenmt.

T understand he threw everything out of the house, He claimed all the
boxes were full of arseniec,

Miyake: Information I got from his parents and close friends is a little different,
(whisper ing broke out nesr the door) If Washington would facilitate this
reporteses

Bennett: That's all been taken care of, It was done last Fridey, However, we all
should reoongnize the fadt that we ocan't monkey around with the arumy
piesbhadl Personalities don't enter into the carrying out of orders.

Miyake: I heard his stete of mind oeme thet way because of evecustion, This fellow
wes constently worrying. From September to December is & long time,

Bennett: There's a 1ot of detail to these cleerings. The whole works is gummed up
on the Tule Inke situation (more whispering in the rear of the room).
For your own information I might tell you we have had only ten per cent

refusals. We only pass on seourity to the gafety of the United States.

W, don't pass on loyalty. Even though I personally doubt peoples’

loyelty I don't think these peocrle sre goinz to go out and blow up @
bridge or commit sebotege, So I pass them, The intent of the whole
program is to be 1iberal, Because & man has & stop sgainst him doesn't

meen he's denied lesve clearance.
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Some of the poys end girls thet has gone through the hearings = I‘fﬁ?nk
they're following the seme instructions (the committee members) but some
. of the questions are so severe it makes it hard for them to answer,
Bennett: Yes. That shows up in the dockets. But some people aren't very cooperative
and when any boy or girl refuses to answer the gquestions his position
becomés much worse. Usually when leeve clearence is denied, there's
a pretty bad history behind it. Generally when leave cleasrence is denied
it's because the man or girl hds indicated a desire to go to Japan or
¥o Tule Iake, or has a bad record in camp, (Here Bennett attempted to leave,)
Fukushime: T would 1ike to @sk Mr. Chairmen whoever he is - (to Bennett) I am
prepared to say something so you had better stay till I get through,
This particular boy heppensd to 1ive in my block, just one room
awey, So I have been aprroached by several groups of parsons whet's to
be done about this. I was going to introduce & resolution here.
First, here is just a few points about Elmer Kireg This boy was anyway
born very premsturely. He was very delicate, Really his physical features
were more delicate than his mental. Reslly, you could pick him up in
your hand,

Nobody knows, not even I who sees him every day, that he was deranged.

I used to se%him in mess hell and washroom, daily. He was deranged for

somatiE;%, but except for intimate family nobody in public wnew what he
Was.
After this incident hed happened, a social worker living in my
block got together with his sister and went ghrough his notebook,
There it was written: "I am president of the United States.® That was
Novembsyr 11, At anotﬁer time he had said to his perents, "Is Mr,., Bennett
stil]l Project Director? I'm supposed to be Project Director." (Iaughtsr)
He was very violent for sﬁme time. Becsuse of that, his mother and

sister, I don't know how many nights, left the house and slept at &

friend's quarters. And a mele friend steyed with him.
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On December 1 his mother is working et the Beadty Parlor. This
boy went to the beauty parlor end acﬁ#@d so his mother took him hom{/
where he started violent Physical action toward his mother. He pulled
her hair, knocked her down and started strenglirg, She screamed, eto,
Afterwards he wandered gy out., T don't know where, H e just lost

eéverything out of his head and tried to break out,

‘ﬁ"\.o-u—tlm«.
He was very much b!-iiag on the leave clearance matter. Repeatedly,

N )
he said, j} tekes too much time., And he wes vary much worried, @1so he

was kicking very much about the seversness of the questioning,
m There are a few points of fact. They are true regerding this boy,

Also, I have approached from few groups, w ho not knowing about
derangement of boy, was extrems ly sympathetic about boy be ing sbot.
So I told them, "I knew this boy for one yeer and T didn't knew
anything wrong about him myself. So no persen could recognize he isg
hayw ire and perticularly the ¥P, on duty, Naturally, he didn't know hse
was haywire, So I told these groups I don't see any ground to make
protest because of this.

But there are a couple of grounds I'd 1like to heve considered
regerding the treatment of this deranged person,

Is there anyway to treat such person? All evacuess sre threstened
(by a situation 1ike this) and they are actually without srms. And the
M. P.'s have firesrms. Just beeause we don't have firearms it will not
be necessary toy use firearms even though army regulations order them to
shoot .

'Nother ground is thet becsuse thers is so much possibility to
produce haywire person because environment in ocamp is so, my idea is
to appeal to some authority regarding treetment. I don't know just what
Peérson want to decide what, but on the bagis of these two ressons I intend

to introduce this resolution, It's not in very high classEnglish,
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Be it resolved: Whereeas incident have had occurred on December 1,
where M. P. actually fired a shot and wounded Elmer Satoehi Kira who
was and still is in a mentally deranged state, and whereas noone in this
camp is armed with any weapon or with any desth-des ling weepon since
declaration of war, and whereas there is strong possibility to
produce an abnormally deranged person, be it resclved that the Butte
Community Council on December 6 proposes to adopt the folling resolution
to appea] to the proper authérity to have the M. P.s refrein from
the free use of firearms; and because of the undue deley of leave
clearance oases which causes grest suspense and often mental derengement ,
the Community Counci]l asks the WRA to sccelerste the leave clearsncs,
: There's no objection to such & resolution. I think it mighg
bring results and speed up leave clearance, but it could have no
bear ing on the army.
I'11 te1l you what I've dome. 1I've asked Mr. Cozzens to have

the Military Police withdrawn from a1l sotivities within the projeoct
srea, After this shooting the Military Police have become very
technical, They even picked up the night irrigators and everybody
else., Anywey, I wrote to San Francisoo and arranged to get the
Ninth Service Commend to let the Intermal Security guerd the entire
cemp and withdrew the Military Police patrols to the outside, I think
that is something that has outworn its wsefulness,

When we get this the community will have to build up its own
morele and be especielly careful mnot to go to these bounderies after
derk, A lot of those sb 1diers would 1like to shoot somebody.

Soldiers only live to obey en order, I don't think you could
get the orders of the sentries ohenged. All we oan do is put 8s much
distence between the soldiers and outselves as possible.

I don't beliwee thet the sentry was too eager to shoot, because

this fellow was 165 yards awey, But there's no objection to such a

resolut ion,
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MR. HIKIDA - SHOOTING - Decembar 8, 1943

Discussion is still going on, T think last Friday or Saturday T two,
three people who expressed very sendible opinion, They stated that although
this matter not gha cause of prote¢st or oomplaint to any, but as regard to
two-three points the subjeot should bs made clesr to pesople here as well
as to WRA. One of the poinks they mentioned was that people here arskot
prisoners of war. They have just been brought over here because of
ebacuation -~ a militery necessity. Still, just because of sé4pping out
of boundary, which is not immedi-te danger, still, M.P. has to take such
action., Another thing, this boy is definitely, can be considered as

mentally unbalanced. They might have noticed this at the gate, He was

unarmed. Still the WP, without teking some%ther altérnative to stor him

shot him. Some agtion should be taken to agree what is out of bounds,
People begin totthink very much about it.

Of course in this boy's oase the order was given by the M. P. to stop
end he didn't follow,

Apother point, in which T also agree, Mrs. Kira was very much upset
on his &a&kdk partioular point, not so much about shooting her son,
the fact that he was so much mentally upset as a result of very lengthly
hapd-pressed hearing. She said to me, & boy of 21,22 yesrs of age, a
nearing of thet kind, especia lly when the boy has certain disturbeances
of wrong trestment by the general Ameriomn citizens, was quite a mental
nardship. &ktb&& Another person mentioned the samm thing to me. 1In these
hear ings instyead of trying to press upon the individual, they should take more
syspathetic attitude.

And amon%/the evacieas theeé is quite a lot of talk too, Most likely
this is a rumor, but they are saying that bemsuse of tha boy's hearing
they (the Administration) are trying to put this case as & suicide motive,

I heerd this morning from Mr. Kono (an influentiasl block manager of

\ : ; s
Canal) that ongpof the men in G€nal was given a warning shot as he was
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he was coming into the boundary line. He wss inside the boundasry 1line

end the M.P. made & mistake,

This talk of the incidenty among the evacuees and espedially among
the bachelorsi is now showing a resentful attitude.. Well, they are
usually more dissatisfied in everything, everything the WRA and government
does., Everytime you heard a resentful commengt about this incident it
comes from the bachelors.

Another thing - I haven't seen Mr. Kira and Mrs. Kira¥, she's very
neérvous now., She was orying when I saw her., I think she feels certsin
sange of responsibility having son commit an incident of that kind,

She never said about the M.P.'s acticn shooting her son, but she was very

mueh resentful about that hearing.

(At the close of this interview I questioned Mr. Hikida on a ooint
which T had previously discussed with Brown and about which I was very
curious., I had expressed the opinion that had the evacuses exhibited
any overt sign of mesentment it would have been directed toward the
adminigtration and not toward the military. I put the question to
Hikida and he stated that he believed that they would have acted against

the administration,)
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OFFICIAL STATEMENT BY MR. WOITER - DECEMBER 9, 1943

You cen say for me officially that the commending officer of the military
company has been here in the desert for eight months and has deve loped a osiyohos &
which he hes passed on to his men, This inhis own words 1s: "I'11 shoot
every yellow bellied son-ofe-a~biteh I can,"

At five minutes to six I wes oalled by the administration of the hospital
and asked whethsr I knew about the ghootinz., I said, "Ne,) what shoot ing?"
They said they had a boy there who had just baen shot by the M,P."s. The wound
was not serious. It had grazed the bome, I omlled Mr. Bennett's office. He
had heerd nothing, Neither had XpiyBeshesby the Internal Seocurity, ir,
Benrett was 111, So Graves ard I went to the M.P, oamp a g fast as possible,
Thet wes about five minutes after six,

A sergeant was there, BHe would not make a stetement, Then a (isutenant
came dn and started writing out a report, I waited £111 about 6:25 and then
asked the liesutenant for a report which he oblizingly gave.

At 6:3B Capkdin Morse came in, See6ing us in the offiece he very gruffly
asked us what ws wanted, T asked him about the shooting. He said, "I don't
report to anybody, I report to the ninth service eommand, Not to the WRA.
Get the sergeant of ths guardi"

When the sergesnt of the gusrd ceme he shouted, "I just brought ail
the men back, Double ths guyard, Have a jeep patrol eech cmmp, Give them
1,000 rounds of ammunition."

I saw J eould @0 nothing there and went to the hosoital, I saw gwo
M.P."s outside of the oper~tinz room, Thsv had no business being there,

I asked them why they were there and told them that when we need guards
¥ t E a
1'11 cell upon them, We're waiting for the slug," they said,

I talked it over with Groves, We ocouldn't see what business they had

with it_'.. If it wes anybody's evidence it was going to be ours, We decided
not to give it to them. T to® them to soram back to camp,

For a few Minutes there Kira wos talking very fluently on the
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operating table., He gave a vivid stoty of the forces drawing him out
of camp, outside of the gate and making him run. Hata led him %o talk.l
I next went to see Bennett in his office and &&%& told him it was

my suggestion that we keep the M.P.'s out of camp, That night when I

gsew them patrolling I told them we didn't wsnt them iithe cemp. They

went back to report to Morse and on the way over there, we met Morse on
ths(k%ad. Morse hit the ceiling. He was a raving maniec, We swung
around and I followed him to see what he was going to do. Then we say/
tle fire and had to taks oare of that,

He has cited me to his commanding officer for interflering with the
military in the performance of their duty.

The next mofning we oalled San Diego and asked that an inspector
be sent out. The inspedtor came and we #4alked with Capyain Morse and Mr,
Bennett here in the office. Morse hit the ceiling, He threatened to
close the P, X. and everything elsa. The inspector persusded him that
it would rot be a good idea to olose it.

We have called for his Commanding Off icer, and he'1l probably ocall
fora +trensfer of the whole ocompany.

UNOFFICIAL STATEMENT - confidential

I should say that Kira's leave hearing precipitated the trouble,
It was 1like the last straw, But all the elements were there. I don 't
think the hear ine wss well conducted., It became a debate instead of an

expression of his own opinions. Unofficially, it's a warning to me not

to do the same thing.

t A ] _?-
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STATEMENT BY DR. HATA, Decomber 10, 1943

Suspecting thot Dr. Haba might speak more freely if o "delegation"

called upon him T suggested to Gordon Brown thet we pay him a call
together. Wolter had told me thet Hetea had drwen the boy out after the
operet ion and hed gotten him to talk freely,

Hata pegen by giving an mccount of the boy's past history.

Kira hed been & seven months baby we iging about 4% pounds at birth,
He hed had a normel ohildhood and in Grammar School hed been an excellent
student. 1In High Sohool he had been "just good ,"After High School he had
attended Ips Angeles, He had never shown any symtoms of mental illness
until SepRember 1943 after his leéave olearcnce hesr ing, before Mr. Terry
and his committee. Terry quizzed him severely at thet time,

He returned home ths afterncon of the hearing and complsined thet he
was tired, both mentally and physically.

The first week in November his father noticed thet he wes ascting
peculiar, His father left for Cleveland Novembey 11. At thet time Kira
told his sister thot he was going to kill his father and mother. She s~id,
"Forget about it." Since that time he had stated that some persons wished
to kill him., He maddo begen to hove visions/ at night. FHe thought he
was president of the United States at a salary of § 200,000,00 s weelk.

He said he had an I. @. of 700, He beceme progressively worss from thet
day until the day of the shooting. He became convinced thet there wes a
special device dragging him out of the cemp. He seid he heard the M. P.
tell him to halt but this megnet kept drawing him out, He walked into
the hospitel with the supprort of two of the mi’itery police. Tt wss just
a8 superficial wound, Immedistely after he was shot he was mentally
recovered., He said he was not the president of the United States,

He was quite well for twenty-four hours. I asked him hf he stil) sew
visiors or felt & magnet. He said, "No,"

The next day he was just about normal. Then he began to bo back to
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his original state. He became convinoed some peorle were after him. He said,
"I believe my I. ©. hos gone down to 500," He said he was on a big trsin
and that there were peorle under the bed wh-seemed to be after him.

I diagnosed his case as sarly dementia praeco¥ . The gunshot wouid

hesled perfectly. He went to Phoenix this morning (to 2 mental institution),
I belisve the boy heas a good chance of recovery. I do not think he
should come back to the center. He went to the state mental hospitsl in

Phoenix, T belibe hs has better than a fifty-Lifty chance of recovery.

Curious to know what DR, Hata thought of the mental life of the
camp in generel I asked him opinion. He talked freelys In his opinion
cases of mental unbslance were bound to incresse, The United States
Health Service, said he, has alweys been interested. "At Tulsre, they
always asked us is any people were beginning to go this way," "Some of
the older people who have lost everything, who feel an injustice has
been done, if these people don't get out of camp or forget about it,

I fee]l that we'll have more and more menta )l cases, In the olinic there
are meny people who from the medical stendpoint have nothing wrong with
them. 1In the great mejor ity of cases their allments are functional and
imeginary. It is 1ikely that thers will be even more cases of mental

disturbance among the young people.

Returning to the Kira case:
“T believe it is & cose of mental unbazlance caused by mentel strain,

Dement ia praecox is often started off like this, Tt is possible that the

leave olesrance hearing tipped the ¥mlance.

He was neither 'violent nor depressed while here but is a type of

individusl that oan become violent,

We take such ceses to Phoenix. Some, like the cases of senile psychosis

can do just as well here, but Internel Seourity wents them removed, There

are about fourteen in Phoenix now, including this boy.
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According to Kira's father his son was sketching a drewing that would
have been his best work.l

The proper mediesal definition of his case would be youthful dementiaf
praecox.,

=

He holds no grudge against anyone.d

Dr. Hata has had his medical treining at denominatioqischools in the
bey region., He is Hawaiian born, He expects to be allowed to return to
Haweii some time before Merch, He mentiom d his and his add wife's effort
to adjust themselves to camp life. His wife cried for two days when they
went to the assembly center. Buty seid, he, you've got to take it the

yight way, Even with his attitude, hw ever, he wos griped by the fact that

in his oontemploted trip (by eir) to Sslt Iake City, he cannot trensfer
|

at the Cslifornia base.‘xIt's silly. The trip to Salt Iake City wou 1d
be made to discuss his future work with the army. He hes one child, & girl
about four years old, He doss not appesr to be a full-blooded Japanese.

He ment iored that he has always been interested in mental cascs and

at school got his best grades in neurology.

H;talwas referring to the drawing of the carpenters working on the high
school, '

I asked this question because I was particularly interssted in determining

if Kire felt animosity toward Mr. Terry because of the heering., Evidently
he does hot.
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The following quotations from letters asking for a change of answer

indicate that Kira's point of view as expressed on page 9 of the leave

¢learance hearing was not uncommon. The young men who wrote these letters
are exaotly in Kira's position.
o e o ok o ook kR ok e ok kK
But now things are changing. The sentiment of the publie is
graduslly changing. There are groups fighting for us and for our rights,
2k e sfe o o o e ke o ok ok o ok o ok ok ok
We have friends now. We have Supporters, We are gaining more
friends as time marches on. There is hope now, Eastward the people ars
broader minded. They are beginnine to realize the cﬁuntry's mistakes,
the mistakes of the people's past attitude and their "racial hatred".
o 2 o ok e e ok o K o ok o ok ok kKoK
I think that the government is taking steps to correct any wrong
done, and as a citizen, I wish to do my share.
e o ok o oo A e o e ke ok ok ek ok ok ok
Now since the nisei are being accepted by some middle west states,
I would, if there is a good chanoe, like to serve my country By farming.
o o e ke o o ok ke ok oo ok koK ok K ok ok
My belief is that public sentiment toward Japanese citizens of
American up to now was because of the fever of war but now has cooled
down considerably. Also they are seeing us &merican-born Japanese as
citizens rather than an alien.

5ok ok e ke e ok o ook ok ok K o ok ok oK

But now I understand different, the public sentiment is good, the

81l Japanese Combat Unit gets a thorough training,

ok ok 3 o ok o ok ok R ok ok ok R R okok
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The reasons for wishing to change are:

(1) The purpose of returning to the U.S. in 1932 is to make my

permanent home in America.
(2) Choenging the sentiment of Eastern Communities towards evacuees.
(3) I wish to have my part in national interests by relocating.
ok o e o e o o e ok o e R ok ok ok ook R
Vut now T have come to realization the govermment's motive in
requiring an affirmative answer to the questions envolved, is not only
for the purpose of demanding loyalty in the armed foroces but to assist
the evacuees in re-establishing themseives to normal lives.-
A 2k e o o ok ok o o ok o e e o ok ok Kok ok ok ok
My sister is attending the Unitersity of Utah and wrote me letters
saying that the American people are very good to her even though the
war is going on between the Japan and the United States.

o ok o ok s ok ok ok ok ok ok R kR ok ok ook ok




Mr. Bsnnett (written in penoil) Approved (written in pé_;éil)

IEAVE CIEARANCE HEARING OF SATOSHI KIRA
GIIA RIVER PROJECT
RIVERS ARIZONA

Date: September 14, 1943
Time: 3:15 P.M.

Committee: J. H. Terry
E. H, Goodman
D. A. Rogers

TERRY:

Q. What is your neme?
A. Setoshi Kira,

Q. How old are you?
A, Twenty-one.

Q. What is your address here?
A, 32-11-B.

Q. What were your previous addresses in reverse order?
A, Ips Angeles, Californis,

Q. Where did you 1ive before you 1ived in 10s Angeles?
A. In Seattle, Washington.

Q. Is that where you were born?
A, Yes,

Q. You 1lived there until you moved to Ips Angeles?
A, Yes,

Q. Did you register for selective service?
A, Yes,

Q. Where?
A, At the Assembly Center.

Q. Why had you not registered before that?
Because I was not old enough,

Whet is the name of your father?
. Hiromu Kira,

What is the neme of your mother?
Sadayo Kira.

Are they both aiive?
Yes.

Where do they 1ive?
32-11-30

How old is your father?
He is spproximately 45,




And your mother?
Forty, I think,

Whet is your father's ooccupation?
He is a film technician,

Whet is your mother's ocoupation?
She is a housewife.

What is your father's ocoupation here?
Camp projectionist.

Your mother's?
Cashisr at the Beauty Shop.

Have they applied for repatristion?
No, they haven't.

Your father is a citizen of Japan and your mother a citizen of the United States?
My Dad is not technically a citizen of Japan ag he was born in Hawaii and was
taken to Japan at an early asge.

He claimes Hawaiian birth?
Yes.

Has either parent been interned?
No.

What hes been your sducation?
T have gons to Junior Colleze almost two years there in los Angelses.

You have never been outside of the United Statss?
Ho. I haven't,

You have had three years of Japaness Iangzuage School?
Yes.

Have you any brothers and sisters?
I have a sistaer.

Whet is her name?
Rui.

And her address?
32-11-30

How o1d is she?
She is twenty.

What has been her educat ion?
She has gone almost half year to Junior College.
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Hay she ever been outside of the United States?
No, she hasn't.

Whét, if anything, was her employment before evacuation.
She was a school girl.

At the present time, is she employed?
Yes. She is a teacher at the high School.

What docs she taach?
Physical Education.

Hes she applied for axpatriatién?
No, she hasn't.

Do you have any close relatives in the United States who are interned or who have
been interned?
No.

Do you have any close relatives in Japan?
On my father's side, but I don't call them close,

How are they related?
. His brothers and his brothers' sons and daughters.

No grandparents?
No.

Do you happen to know whether any of them are serving or at any time were serving
in the Japaness Army or Navy?
We haven't heard from them for five or six ysars, so I don't know.

Before that time, did you know of any of them serving in the Japanese Army or Navy?
I remember--No, I don't think so.

Whst were you going to say when you said "I remember."
I think there was one uncle who mizht have served.

In the Army or Navy?
In the Armyz, I think.

You are not married?
No, I am not.

Whaet hes been your employment record? Were you employed prior to evacuation?
Nol

Are you employed?
Not now. I was working for the newspaper.

How lonz since you have been unemployed?
Approximate 1y two months.
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Q. What was the reason for your leaving the employ of the newspaper?
A. T completed my special work on the Anniversary Booklet.

Q. How long did you work on that?
A, One month.

Q. Were you employed before that?
A, Yes.

Q. In what capacity?
As artist on the newspaper.

What I am trying to get at is for you to give me your employment record here in
the Center--on the Projsct.

When I first came I worked as junior clerk in the Administration Buildinez for a
month and after that I went to the newspaper, for four months.

Is there any reason why you have not undertaken other employment after the Booklet?
I am waiting for the propsr kind of a job in art.

When you say the "proper kind of a job" do you mean in the Center?
Yes.

Were you registered by your parents for dusl citizenship?
No, I was not.

You obtained that information from your parents?
Yes. But I think I remember my parents having registered me at birth, but
before the war broke out they cancelled it.

How 7
By writing to the Japanese Consulate.

Where?
In Ips Ange les,

Have you any papers to show that cancellation?

In order to have the Japanese citizenship cancelled we had to turn the Japanese
citizenship paper in, so we have no record of it, Just before the war we had it
cance 16d--in December,

The first week in December?
I don't know exsotly when it was, but it was before the war broke out.

What date did the war break out?
December seventh.

The first week of December?
I think it was cesncelsd in November,

Whet are your‘plana for the future?

We1l, first #¢ of all, when I relocate I want to zo back to school. But in the
meantime, I think T will have to wppk to go to sohool.
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Q. Is there any part of the country that you prefer for reloaotion?
A, I prefer to relocate in the ¥idwest,

Q. What additiona]l education are you seeking?
4. T wish to complete my university education.

Q. Along what 1ine?

A. A 1iberal course involving all the things that a person ordinarily would 1lsarn,
majoring in art, of ocourse.

€. Have you been studying art here?
A, Yes, I have,

Q. In school?
Ao Not in Schoolo

Q. You are studying at home?
A. T attended nizht school about a week, but I am studying privately now.

Q. Who is your teacher?
A, Mr. Inawa,

Q. You have noyf interest in any professional or vocational course?
A. Yes, I would be interested in oommercial sart and fine arts. To define fine arts,
I mean peinting, drawing and water golor.

Q. And your object and ambition is to be an artist?
A. Yes,

Q. What is your feeling about returning to the West Coast?

&, Well, T would like to go there if we had & chance, but mainly because I feel I
haven't completed all the subjects that were available at the Junior 001laze
education, so for thst reason I want to go baok there.

Whet advantage would that be? Similar educational instruction is offered in other
parts of the country?

There would not be a rea] motive except for the sentimental side--teachers, school
mates.

You expeot to find the same teachers and school mates?
I probably won't find the same school mates, but I would find some of the teachers.

Do T understand then that you would prefer to go to the West Coast for sentimental

ressons rather than because of better instruction than in other parts of the country?

My perticualr desire is to return to the West Coast and continue my eduocation

there, but if thet is impossible and so long as it .is impossible, my purpose would
 be to go to the Middle West and continue my education there.

Q. If you found living conditions and working conditions satisfactory in the Midwest,
would you remsin there even thouzh opportunity were afforded you to return to
the West Coast?
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Well, that would depend entirely upon the job--the pay, living conditions and the

attitude of the people living there.

Q.

Supposs that the job, the pay and the 1iving conditions, also the attitude of the

people were just as they are today?

A,
Qe

A,

Q.
.

Q.
A.
Q.

A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Today? Well, if they were the same as today I would not go back.

Supposs the job were better on the West Coast but the attitude of the people was
just as it is today?

Well, in that cease my decision would depend entireély upon when the job is
available or how much the job pays or what type of a job it is,

Do you know anything about the attitude of the people on the West Coast?
Well, 811 I know is what I read in the newspapers and if the newspapers play up
the disagreeable side, thot is what I know,

Have you any intention of visiting Japan in the future?
No. Not at present or in the future, The way I feel now, I have no desire to
visit Japan.

Have you any immediste plans for relocstion as to a partiocular place to go or a
partioular institution in which to continue your education?
No.

Have you corresponded with any institutions or any relocation offices in which you
are particulsrly interested?
No, I have not--yet.

Have you ever applied for expatriation?
No, I haven't,

Do you or your family own any property or investments or have you any business
connections in Japan?
No.

Do you have any prospsct of inheriting any Japanese property?
No.

What have been your interssts outside of your edueation and your art?
I would say a good job.

No, that is not what I mean. Have you been interested in sports, activities, eto.?
T have been interested in musio,

In what form?

As a listener and also as a performer in the choir.
Have you teken up any sports?

Not recently. In school I enjoyed swimming.

Did you ever belong to any athletic team?
No.




