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Th6 TlfRA p o l i c y of  s egr egat i o n wh i o h , so f o r  as t he ev ac uees at  Gi l a wer e 

c onoer ned was ac t i v e l y i n i t i a t ed on J u l y 20 , pr o c eeded i n a r e l a t i v e l y o r der ed 

and u n ev en t f u l  manner . Exc ept  f o r  t he unexpec t ed l y l ar ge number  of  ap p l i c a t i o n s 

f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n , t he admi n i s t r a t i o n met  wi t h no unan t i c i p a t ed d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

A f t er  t he i n i t i a l  s ur p r i s e o c c as i o ned bo t h by t he l ar ge number  of  peo p l e who 

showed up t o v e r i f y t he i r  s i gnat u r es at  t he oompul sor y i n t er v i ews of  t he ev en i ng 

of  J u l y 20 and by t he s t eady s t r eam of  a d d i t i o n a l  r eques t s f o r  r ep a t r i a t i o n wh i c h 

k ept  po ur i ng i nt o t hei r  unpr epar ed hands du r i ng t he t wo week s i mmedi at el y f o l l o wi n g 

t he 20t h , t he admi n i s t r a t i v e s t a f f , headed by Wo I t e r , r a l l i e d r ap i d l y and went  

about  t he i r  as s i gn ed t as k s wi t h f a i r  e f f i c i e n c y . When t he magni t ude of  t he t as k 

and t he s l o v en l i nes s wi t h wh i c h some of  t he a p p l i c a t i o n s wer e o r i g i n a l l y r ec o r ded 

ar e t ak en i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n , i t  must  be admi t t ed t hat  so f a r  t he admi n i s t r a t i o n 

has handl ed t he mec hani c s of  t he t as k c ao abl y and has - vo i ded any maj or  e r r o r s 

i n p o l i c y . 

I n t h i s ac c o unt  I  s h a l l  f i r s t  p r es ent  a c h r o no l o g i o a1 aooount  of  ev ent s and 

t hen d i s c u s s t he r eac t i o ns of  t he ev ac uees f r om ev i denc e bas ed on t he r emar ks of  

many J apanes e and on my own o bs e r v a t i o n . Hav i ng been i n r es i denc e her e o nl y 

e l ev en day s when t he f i r s t  over t  admi n i s t r a t i v e ac t i o n was t ak en , my v i ewpo i n t  

i s c o n f i n e d ; had. I  l i v ed at  Gi l a a f ew mont hs i ns t ead of  a f ew week s , I  wo u l d be 

i n a f a r  bet t er  p o s i t i o n t o s ens e t he s ubt l er  r eao t i o ns of  t he c ommuni t y . Ho wev er , 

I  had t he i nv a l uab l e adv ant age of  p o s s es s i ng t he c o nf i denc e of  Mr . Hi k i da and 

Mr . Y ahanda , t he Cen t r a l  B l o c k Manager  of  Can a l , bo t h of  whom spoke wi t h abs o l u t e 

f r ank nes s on t he s ent i ment s and mot i v es wh i c h mo t i v at ed t he r e p a t r i a t e s . On t he 

admi n i s t r a t i v e s i de I  had t he c o o per at i o n of  Gor don Br own who openl y d i s c u s s ed 

admi n i s t r a t i v e i n t en t i o n s , s uc c es s es and s ho r t c omi ngs as t he a c t i o n p r o g r e s s e d . 
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I t  was most  adv ant ageo us t o have t h i s i n s i gh t  i n t o t he i n t en t i o ns of  t he a d mi n i s t r a t i s 

and meanwhi l e be abl e t o obser ve evaouee r eac t i o n s and make not e of  t he i r  c r i t i c i s ms . 

CHROHO I PG IC- ft  L AC COUNT: 

The pr o s pec t  of  s egr egat i o n had ooc upi ed an i mpor a n̂t  p l ac e i n t he mi nds of  

t he ev ac uees f o r  many mo nt hs . 

On J u l y 14 a f ew day s a f t er  I  had ar r i v ed i n G i l a ; Mr . Hi k i da t o l d me t hat  

t he ev ac uees had been t h i nk i ng about  s egr egat i o n f o r  a l ong t i me. Ev er  s i nc e 

Senat o r  Ch a n d l e r ' s v i s i t  at  t he f i r s t  of  t h i s y ear  peopl e had been d i s c u s s i n g t he 

mat t er . Mr . Ben n e t t ' s r emar k s , made a f t er  h i s r et ur n f r om t he P r o j ec t  Di r e c t o r ' s 

Co nf er enc e added f u e l  t o t he r umo r s . F or  s ev er a l  mo nt hs , t h e r e f o r e , t he pr o s pec t  

of  s eg r eg a t i o n , when i t  woul d come, and how i t  wo u l d af i 'eo t  peopl e has been c aus i ng 

c o nc er n . I n r ecent  week s t h i s c o nc er n had , i n some c a s e s , gr own i n t o a gr eat  

a n x i e t y . The wo r r y over  p o s s i b l e s epar at i o n of  f a mi l i e s , wh i o h I  have s i nc e hear d 

exp r es s ed aga i n and a g a i n , was f r eq u en t l y c o r r o bo r at ed by Mr . H i k i d a , Mr . i ahanda 

and o t h e r s . 

Du r i ng t he week of  J u l y 11t h t o 17t h , I  made s ev er a l  at t empt s t o e s t a b l i s h 

oont ac t  wi t h v ar i o us admi n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c i a l s , f e e l i n g o b l i ga t ed t o f a mi l i a r i z e 

my s el f  wi t h t he f uno t i o ns of  some of  t he depar t ment s and des i r i n g t o make t he 

ac qua i n t anc e of  t he men i n c h a r ge . Ho wev er , I  was met  by an at mospher e of  f r a n t i c 

a c t i v i t y . Nobody wo ul d see any bo dy . E v en t he t y p i s t s wer e wo r k i ng day and n i g h t . 

I  was t o l d , "We ar e awf u l l y bus y wi t h t h i s s e g r e g a t i o n . " Not  ano t her  d e t a i l  was 

f o r t h c o mi n g . So I  k ept  my ey es and ear s open and wor k ed on o t her  mat t e r s . 

The f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n of  i mpendi ng ac t i o n came f r om T u t t i e . At  a c hanc e 
v 

mas t i ng T ues day a f t e r no o n ha r ev eal ed t hat  . "s o met h i ng b i g was on t o n i g h t . A l l  

per s o ns over  15 y ear s of  age who had r eques t ed r ep a t r i a t i o n wer e t o be gr ant ed 

p r i v at e i n t er v i ews t o v e r i f y t he i r  s i g n a t u r es . E i gh t  s po t s had been des i gnat ed 
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as meet i ng p l a o es , f i v e i n But t e and t hr ee i n C a n a l . Br own, Ok uno , We l l s , Wo I t e r , 

T u t t l e , T e r r y , and t hr ee o t her s s er v ed as i n t e r v i ewer s . T u t t l e i nt i mat ed t hat  

t her e wer e s ev er a l  o as es i n whi oh s i gnat u r es had been f o r ged "by par ent s or  

hus bands t r y i ng t o get  t hei r  c h i l d r e n or  wi v es t o J apan by any met hod p o s s i b l e . 

He a n t i c i p a t e d a har d ev en i n g ' s wo r k and c ompl ai ned about  i t  as u s u a l . But  he 

had no s u s p i c i o n t hat  t he r es pons e wo ul d be so gr eat  and t hat  so many peopl e 

wo ul d a p p e a r . On t h6 c o n t r a r y , he seemed t o be of  t he o p i n i o n t hat  p eo p l e , i n 

g en e r a l , wer e t endi ng t o c anc e l  t h e i r  ap p l i c a t i o n s f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n . 

I  v i s i t e d t wo of  t he "des i gn at ed p l a c es " t hat  ev en i n g . One was Cana l  R e c . 

Ha l l  6 . About  f o r t y peopl e of  a l l  ages wer e s t andi ng about  o ut s i de t he h a l l  or  

s i t t i n g on t he t h i n l awn . A ypung man was t ak i ng down names and g i v i n g out  

s l i p s . The name of  t he per s o n d e s i r i n g an i n t er v i ew and a number  was p l ac ed 

on t he s l i p . A c r oud of  about  one hundr ed peo p l e was gat her ed i n and o ut s i de of  

t he Ca n a l  admi n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g . I  sot  down on a b en c h . A y o ung, pr egnant  

J apanes e woman next  t o me as k ed me i f  I  i n t ended t o r e p a t r i a t e . I  s a i d t hat  I  

was a s t u d e n t . I  as k ed her  i f  she i nt ended t o r e p a t r i a t e . She s a i d , "My f ami l y 

want s t o , and what  t hey dec i de t o d o , I f l l  d o . " The c r oud appear ed t o be i n a 

f a i r l y good humor  and t her e was no out war d s i g n of  r es ent ment  at  my p r es en c e . 

The c our s e of  t h i s a c t i v i t y soon became ap p a r en t . The admi n i s t r a t i v e s t a f f  

at  Gi l a was p r epar i ng t o f o l l o w t he i n s t r u c t i o n s i n My e r ' s memor andum f o r  J u l y 

14, wher e under  po i nt  o ne, t hey wer e o r der ed t o "r ec o n c i l e as q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e 

t he p r o j e c t  r ec or ds of  r ep a t r i a t es and ex p a t r i a t es (who had no t  r et r ac t ed t hei r  

r eques t  p r i o r  t o J u l y 1, 1943) wi t h t he Was h i ngt o n r ec o r ds and t o det er mi ne t he 

d es i r es of  any member s of  f ami l i e s who wer e l i s t ed as r eques t i o n r ep a t r i a t i o n 

on t he b a s i s of  t he s t at ement  of  t he head of  t he f ami l y i ns t ead of  t he i r  own 

r e q u e s t . " 

F r om s ev er a l  r e l i ab l e Cana l  i nf o r mant s I  have s i nc e gat her ed t hat  t he out war d 

appear anc e of  cal m was f a r  f r om a t r ue r e f l e c t i o n of  communi t y s en t i men t . - *hen 
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t he b l o c k manager s r us hed about  l at e T ues day a f t er no o n at t empt i ng t o t e l l  a l l  t he 

a f f ec t ed member s i n t hei r  b l o c k s t hat  t hey must  be i n t er v i ewed t hat  n i gh t , t he 

communi t y became ex c i t ed and a f ew i n d i v i d u a l s beoar ne pan i o s t r i c k e n . One woman 

r emar k ed, "The peopl e wer e s oar ed s t i f f . At  a t i me l i k e t h i s a l l  t he t h i ngs t hat  

have happened t o us come b a o k . The way t he F . B . I . came i nt o h o u s es , t or e 

ev er y t h i ng up , pu l l ed out  d r awer s , i n one p l a o e , t hey ev en t or e open t he so f a 

p i l l o ws wi t h r azo r  b l a d e s . " T h i s l ady i s no doubt  an emo t i o na l  i n d i v i d u a l , but  

her  s t at ement  t hat  many peopl e wer e al ar med was bo r n out  by s ev er a l  mor e r e l i ab l e 

i n f o r mant s who i : d u l g e d i n l es s p i c t u r es que l anguage. 

Some b l o c k manager s got  no d i nner  t hat  n i g h t , Mr . Y ahanda, t he Cen t r a l  B l o c k 

Manager  i n Can a l , t o l d me t hat  t he v er y s uddennes s wi t h wh i c h t he i n t er v i ewi ng 

was announc ed and ac c o mpl i s hed al ar med many of  t he p e o p l e . T hei r  f undament al  

and t ho r ough d i s t r u s t  of  a l l  WRA p o l i c i e s , t he i r  gr owi ng f ear  t hat  t hey wo ul d be 

f o r c ed out  of  t he c ent er s i nt o a ho s t i l e wo r l d whet her  t hey l i k ed i t  or  not  
# 

( s e v e r a l  peopl e ment i oned Oy e r ' s s peec h) may have been i ns t r ument a l  i n c o nv i nc i ng 

some of  t he p o t e n t i a l  r ep a t r i a t es who wer e as yet  u n deo i ded , t hat  t hey s houl d 

s ei ze upon t he c ompar at i v e s a f e t y of  s eg r eg a t i o n . Yahanda s ai d t hat  many 

had become c onv i nc ed t hat  camp l i f e i n Tul a l ake c o u l dn ' t  be v er y d i f f e r e n t  

l i f e i n G i l a . They knew what  t o ex p ec t . They chose a f u t ur e wh i c h , t hough i t  

mi ght  be f ar  f r om i d e a l , o f f er ed a l i f e wi t h wh i c h t he / wer e f a mi l i a r . At  

Tul e t hey wo ul d have t hei r  f a mi l i e s and some of  t hei r  f r i en d s and t hey wo ul d be 

i n a J apanes e oommuni t y . 

I t  i s p o s s i b l e , but  by- J means c e r t a i n , t hat  i f  t he b l o c k manager s had been 

gi v en t i me t o appr o ac h t he peopl e g r a d u a l l y , t o ex p l a i n f u l l y what  was go i ng 

t o hap p en , t h i s t endenc y t o gr as p t h i s c e r t a i n , i f  r es t r i c t ed s a f e t y i n Tul e 

mi ght  not  have been so p r o no unc ed. Yahanda expr es s ed r es ent ment  of  t he 
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a d mi n i s t r a t i o n ' s l ack of  t r us t  i n t he Bl o o k Manager s . "How c an t he peopl e 

t r us t  u s , how c an we ac c o mpl i s h an y t h i n g , i f  t he admi n i s t r a t i o n never  c o ns u l t s 

us about  t hese t h i n g s ? " 

A f t e r  d i s c u s s i n g t he mat t er  wi t h s ev er a l  o t her  peopl e and o bs er v i ng s ubs eouent  

ev ent s I  was oonv i noed t hat  t he s uddennes s of  t he or der  t o appear  f o r  i n t er v i ews 

j xw 

was not  m i t s e I f \ i mpo r t an t  f ac t o r  i n t he vol ume of  new ap p l i c a t i o n s wh i c h 

br ought  so much s ur p r i s e and c o nc er n t o t he admi n i s t r a t i o n» I t  i s r epo r t ed t hat  

Ho f f man t ook t h i s o ppo r t un i t y t o become v er y v er y annoyed wi t h Wo I t e r s , bl ami ng 

hi m bef o r e ot her  s t a f f  member s f o r  t he unwar r ant ed s uddennes s of  t h i s a c t i o n . 

He i s quo t ed as t h r eat en i ng t o g i v e Wo l t er  " H e l l , " over  t he a f f a i r . But  when 

Wo I t er  r et u r ned f r om Denver  Ho f f man ap p ar en t l y r et i r ed wi t h o u t  a c t i o n . 

I n t he f ac e of  t he c ons t ant  admi n i s t r a t i v e at t empt s t o q u i e t  r umor  and 

pani c a n d , what  was no doubt  mor e i mpo r t ant , t he abs enc e of  any s udden , f o r c e f u l  

move on t he par t  of  t he a d mi n i s t r a t i o n , t h i s pr i mar y r eac t i o n of  ex c i t ed appr ehens i on 

s l o wl y s u b s i d e d . I t  i s my undocument ed gues s t hat  t he phenomenal  has t e was p ar t l y 

t he r es u l t  of  t he Was h i ngt o n demand f o r  i mmedi at e f i gu r es on t he number  of  

r ep a t r i a t es and Wo l t e r 1 s i dea t hat  i f  t he mat t er  was ac c o mpl i s hed wi t ho ut  de l ay 

t her e wo u l d be o ppo r t un i t y f o r  t he dev el opment  of  gr oup f e e l i n g and gr oup 

V i ewed f r om t he per s pec t i v e of  t he pas s age of  a mo nt h ' s t i me, t he s ur p r i s e 

and c o nc er n of  some member s of  t he admi n i s t r a t i o n i s amus i ng . Ho f f man, who had 

been l e f t  i n ohar ge wh i l e Wo l t er  and Bennet t  wer 6 i n Denv er  a t t end i ng t he 

c o nf er enc e on s egr egat i o n p o l i c y , became qu i t e p er t u r bed , l ie f i n a l l y became so 

anx i o us over  t he r i s i n g t i de of  a p p l i c a t i o n s t hat  he as k ed Go r don Br o wn, t he 

s o c i a l  a n a l y s t , f o r  a d v i c e . I t  seems t hat  t he admi n i s t r a t i o n had been pr epar ed 

f o r  a f ew hundr ed ap p l i c an t s i n bo t h c amps . Co unt i ng a l l  f ami l y member s al mos t  

a t ho us an ,, , _ -  , w number  of  ap p l i c a t i o n s i no r eas ed ev er y day and 

pr es s ur e 
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"by J u l y 29t h , t he number  and mount ed t o o l os e t o 1, 600 peopl e f r om bo t h oamps . 

As an ev ac uee r emar ked t o me wi t h gent l e mal i c e on t he eveni ng; of  t he 29t h , " I f  

t h i s d es i r e t o r ep at r i a t e ho l ds f o r  a l l  t he oamps , t h ey ' r e go i ng t o have t o get  

a b i gger  p l ac e t han Tul e l ake t o k eep t he p e o p l e . " 

On t he 29t h Br own and I  agr eed t hat  s t emmi ng t h i s t i de wo ul d be next  t o 

i mp o s s i b l e . I f  t he r ush f o r  r ep a t r i a t i o n was c aus ed by f ea r  engender ed by t he 

s udden admi n i s t r a t i v e a c t i o n , t he damage had a l r eady been d o n e . I  am now c o nv i nc ed , 

ho wev er , t hat  t h i s f ear  was o nl y a mi nor  f a c t o r . 

Y e t , many peopl e wer e t ho r o ughl y f r i g h t e n e d ; al mos t  ev er y o ne, whet her  t hey 

wer e r ep a t r i a t i o n ap p l i c an t s or  n o t , was wo r r i e d . I  was p er s o na l l y ac qua i n t ed 

wi t h o n l y one who has as k ed f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n , but  s ev er a l  peopl e t o l d me t hat  

t hei r  f r i e n d s wer e t e r r i f i e d . Most  of  t he o er s o ns t o whom I  s po k e, N i s e i  per s o ns 

who had of  no i n t en t i o n of  r ep a t r i a t i n g and wer e awa i t i ng t he o ppo r t un i t y t o 

r e l o c a t e , wer e a n x i o u s . One t o l d me on t he ni ght  of  J u l y 29t h , "when t h i s t h i ng 

came out  l as t  T ues day we a l l  j u s t  got  p a n i c y . " I  mi ght  add t hat  not  a f ew o f  t he 

Cauc as i ans a l s o wer e c o nc er ned. Rumor s t o t he e f f ec t  t hat  t her e v o u l d not  be 

a s i ng l e per s o n l ef t  i n camp by t he end of  t he year  f l ew t h i c k and f a s t . Chance 

r emar ks over hear d at  t he l unc hc on t ab l e wer e r epeat ed and en l a r g ed . 

A t y p i c a l  examp l e: "Mr . M. U f i r eman ) t o l d me t hat  he had hear d t hat  

t h i s camp and P o s t o n woul d be t he f i r s t  t o be abando ned . I  hear d some 

f e l l o ws t a l k i ng at  l unch and t he / wer e s ay i ng t hat  t hey ( t ho s e meet i ng 

i n Denv er ? ) had t ak en a vot e and t hat  t hey had a l l  v o t ed aga i ns t  G i l a 

and p o s t o n . M. t h i nk s t hese oamps w i l l  a l l  be v ac at ed by J a n . 1. 

Se v e r a l  Cauc as i ans and some J apanes e expr es s ed t he f ear  t hat  t h i s c r i s i s 

woul d b r i n g about  ano t her  man i f es t a t i o n of  p h y s i c a l  v i o l enc e or  an at t empt  at  mob 

r u l e . I  saw no ev i denc e of  s uc h a p o s s i b i l i t y . I  am c e r t a i n t hat  t he u n r es t , 

wo r r y , and o c c as i o na l  pan i c i n s p i r ed by t he i n s t i g a t i o n of  t he n r o c es s of  

s eg r ega t i o n was a pheonomenon not  l i mi t ed t o t hose a c t u a l l y c o nc er ned , but  
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s pr ead t hr oughout  t he camp. No bo dy , not  ev en t he Cau c as i an s , t r us t ed t he 

p ub l i s h ed as s u r anc es of  t he WRA. "T hey have t o l d us one t h i ng and done ano 1her  

t oo o f t e n , 11 s ai d s ev er a l  evacuees. 

I t  s houl d be ment i oned her e t hat  one of  t he r eas ons t he admi n i s t r a t i o n was 

so s u r p r i s ed at  t he l ar ge number  of  ap p l i c an t s was t hat  ap p ar en t l y nobody had 

t ak en t he t r o ubl e t o oount  t he a p p l i c a t i o n s . When Br own went  t hr ough t he f i l e s 

bef o r e s er v i ng as i n t e r v i ewer , he was appa l l ed at  t he s l o v en l y way i n wh i c h t he 

r ec o r ds wer e k ep t . T h i s sounds al mos t  u n b e l i e v a b l e , but  t he i nadequat e p r ep ar at i o ns 

made and t he gr eat  as t o ni s hment  of  t he admi n i s t r a t i o n c o r r o bo r at e B r o wn ' s s t ot emer t  

No j u s t  per s pec t i v e of  t h i s s i t u a t i o n oan be gai ned wi t ho ut  c o ns i der i ng t he 

pas t  ex p er i en c es of  t he ev ac u ees . They wer e upr o o t ed f r om t h e i r  homes on t he 

c o as t , t o l d t hat  t he;/ must  be ev ac uat ed f o r  t hei r  own p r o t e c t i o n . They wer e a g a i n 

upr oo t ed f r om t he as s embl y c en t e r s . Wi t h i n r ec ent  mont hs ext r eme pr es s ur e has 

been br o ught  t o bear  t o i nduc e t hem t o l eave t he c ompar at i ve s a f e t y , s e c u r i t y , 

and c omf or t  of  t he R e l o c a t i o n Cen t e r , and go aga i n t o some unknown spot  on t he 

o ut s i de f a r  f r om any f r i e n d s and r e l a t i v e s . T h i s t r eat ment  has not  c o nd i t i o ned 

t hem t o a p i o neer i ng o u t l o o k . Ev er y change t hey have made pr ev i o us t o t h i s has 

been f o r  t he wo r s t . Repo r t s of  t he a c t i v i t i e s of  t he Di es Commi t t ee, and r epo r t s 

comi ng bac k f r om per s o ns a l r eady ev ac uat ed do no t h i ng t o i n s t i l l  a f e e l i n g of  

c o n f i denc e and s e c u r i t y . Peopl e b a V 0 t o l d me a g a i n and a g a i n t hat  t hey don t  

want  t o go out  and f ac e c er t a i n economi c har ds h i p and p o s s i b l e o e r s ec u t i o n . 

The c o ns t ant  pr opaganda f o r  r e l o c a t i o n , h a s , appar ent l y not  s er ved i t s 

p u r p o s e . I t  has mer el y been an i r r i t a t i n g r emi nder  t hat  l i f e was i ns ec ur e and 

t hat  t he WRA po l i c y f av o r ed get t i ng ev ac uees out  of  camp by any met ho d, i he 

p o l i c y of  r educ t i o n of  empl oyment  has not  s t i mul at ed f a mi l i e s who want  t o make 

a c o mf o r t abl e l i v i ng and ar e wa i t i n g f o r  r epo r t s f r om "ev ac uees f r om we t r u s t , " 
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t o s t or m t he r e l o c a t i o n o f f i c e s . My er ' s s p eec h , wh i c h i n s p i t e of  t he d e n i a l  i n 

,t he Gi l a News Co ur i er  of  J u l y 27 , was d e f i n i t e l y t ak en by many ev ac uees as ev i denc e 

t hat  c en t er s woul d c l o s e s o o n, i nc r eas ed t he g en e r a l  unr es t  c o n s i d e r a b l y . 

So f a r  as I  c an s 6e , no evac uee put  any t r us t  what ev er  i n t he i n t en t i o n a l l y 

s o o t h i ng s t at ement s p r i n t ed i n t he Gi l a Co ur i er  f r om J u l y 21 o n . Pas t  exper i enc e 

had shown t hat  such t r us t  wo ul d be f o o l i s h . 

The c ompul s or y i n t er v i ews wer e announc ed b;r  t he Gi l a "ews Ĉo u r i e r  f o r  J u l y 2 0 . 

A f r o nt  page a r t i c l e s t at ed t hat  s egr egat i o n wo ul d begi n Se p t . 1, t hat  î v e r s woul d 

not  be one of  t he f i r s t  c ent er s a f f ec t ed and t hat  t hose who have as k ed f o r  

r ep a t r i a t i o n and had not  wi t hdr awn t hei r  r eques t s pr i o r  t o J une 1 wo ul d be t he 

f i r s t  t o be s eg r egat ed . 

On t he day a f t er  t he i n t er v i ews I  was abl e t o get  some i n f o r mat i o n f r om 

Gor don Br own and Mr . Okuno bo t h of  whom had s er v ed as i n t e r v i ewer s . Br own s t at ed 

t hat  he and a l l  t he o t her  i n t er v i ewer s wi t h whom he ha  ̂ spoken wer e as t o n i s hed at  

t he l ar ge number  of  peo p l e who ao pear ed t o v e r i f y t hei r  r ep a t r i a t i o n a p p l i c a t i o n s . 

Of  t he e i g h t  i n t er v i ewer s eac h handl ed we l l  ov er  n i net y a p p l i c a n t s . Br own h i ms el f  

l ed wi t h 125, onl y ni ne of  whom had as k ed t hat  t h e i r  "Uo s " be c hanged . Br own 

t hought  t hat  t h i s t o t a l  of  1, 000 r ep at r i a t es was an enor mous s ur p r i s e t o t he 

a d mi n i s t r a t i o n . Ok u n o ' s i n f o r mat i o n p a r a l l e l ed Br o wn 's e x a c t l y , exc ept  t hat  he 

ex p r es s ed no s ur p r i s e over  t he l ar ge number  of  p eo p l e . a l s o added t hat  i n h i s 

o p i n i o n t- here woul d not  be much f ami l y s ep ar a t i o n as a r es u l t  of  t h i s s egr egat i o n 

p o l i c y ; t he f ami l i e s wer e s t i c k i ng t o get h er . Br own ment i oned s ev er a l  c as es wher e 

yound N i s e i  wer e st a i ne wi t h t he i r  par ent s and wer e app l y i ng f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n 

wi t h t hem. A l l  i n a l l , t he e x h i b i t i o n of  s t r ong f ami l y c o her enc e g r ea t l y over -

shadowed t he f ew exampl es of  a des i r e t o s ep a r a t e . I t  i s i n t e r es t i n g t o not e t hat  

t wo peo p l e t hought  t hat  t he i r  a p p l i c a t i o n t o change f r om "n o " t o > s " wo ul d 
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au t o mat i c a l l y c an c e l  t hei r  a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n . 

Br own was a l i t t l e daunt ed at  how f ar  o f f  h i s i nf o r mant s had been on gues s i ng 

t he number  of  peopl e who vï oul d app l y t o have t hei r  ans wer s c h an ged . Br o wn ' s 

i nf o r mant  t hought  t hat  at  l eas t  60% of  t he peopl e wo ul d t r y t o c hange L h e i r  

a n s wer s . But  o nl y 134 out  of  1156 "No s " have made t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n . 

"The admi n i s t r a t i o n h°d been p l a n n i n g , " says Br own "t o s egr egat e t hose as k i ng 

f o r  r ep a t r i a t i o n f i r s t , and t hen t hose who ans wer ed ' N o ' . u But  i f  t he r ep a t r i a t i o n 

r es pons e was as heavy i n a l l  c ent er s as at  Gi l a , h6 an t i c i p a t ed t hat  t hey mi ght  be 

f ac ed v .i t h t he t as k of  f i n d i n g s egr egat i o n q uar t er s f o r  e i gh t  or  ni ne t hous and 

p e o p l e . I t  i s appar ent  t hat  wh i l e t he admi n i s t r a t i o n was as s umi ng t hat  t he 

peopl e wo ul d wi s h t o av o i d s egr egat i o n and r ep a t r i a t i o n and as s u r i ng t hem t hat  

onl y i n d i v i d u a l s l o y a l  t o J apan woul d be s eg r egat ed , many per s o ns wer e mak i ng up 

t hei r  mi nds t hat  s egr egat i o n i n t he company of  t hei r  f a mi l y , f r i e n d s , and member s 

of  t hei r  own r ac e was p r ef er ab l e t o t he en f o r c ed r es et t l ement  wh i c h t he r ec ent  

s t at ement s and a c t i v i t i e s of  t he WRA had c o nv i nc ed t he peopl e l ay i n s t or e f o r  

t  he m. 

F our  day s a f t e r  t he i n t er v i ews had been t ak en , Wo l t e r , T e r r y , and Mr s . 

F l emi ng l ef t  f o r  Denver  t o at t end t he c o nf er enc e on s eg r eg a t i o n . Bennet t  

f o l l o wed t he next  day by p l a n e . By t h i s t i me t he admi n i s t r a t i o n must  have become 

c o ns c i o us of  t he t r end mat t er s wer e t ak i ng and of  t he nec es s i t y of  r eas s u r i ng t he 

p e o p l e . The f o l l o wi n g e d i t o r i a l  appear ed i n t he Gi l a News - Cour i er  of  J u l y 24 : 

As t he t i me f o r  s egr egat i o n ap p r o ac hes , v ar i o us q ues t i o ns ar e bound 

t o a r i s e . A l r eady some r umor s and mi s c o nc ep t i o ns ar e be i ng h ea r d . I t  

i s not  p o s s i b l e t o ans wer  a l l  ques t i o ns d e f i n i t e l y at  t h i s t i me but  i n 

o r der  t o a s s i s t  i n c l a r i f i c a t i o n , t he f o l l o wi n g i n f o r mat i o n c an be g i v e n : 

Q . Ar e peopl e who a r e n ' t  s egr egat ed f r o c ed t o r es e t t l e? 
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ti  

A . The ans wer  t o t h i s q ues t i o n i s d e f i n i t e l y n o . The 1TRA w i l l  

not  f o r c e peopl e t o l eave r e l o c a t i o n c en t er s i nt o c ommuni t i es aga i n s t  

t h e i r  w i l l , o l t ho ugh ev er y e f f o r t  w i l 1 be made t o enc our age and as s i s t  

t ho s e e l i g i b l e f o r  "'eave c l ear anc e t o r e l o c a t e . 

Q. Wi l l  member s of  a f ami l y be f o r o ed t o s epar at e? 

A . I f  any member  or  member s of  a f ami l y ar e i n a gr oup t o be 

s eg r ega t ed , a l l  member s of  t he f ami l y may accompany t he i n d i v i d u a l  

or  i n d i v i du a l s c o nc er ned . The member s of  t he f ami l y who ar e not  i n 

t he des i gnat ed gr oup f o r  s egr egat i o n w i l l  t hus have a ohance t o r emai n 

her e or  t o accompany t h6 s egr egat e t o t he s egr egat i o n camp. 

Q. Un t i l  when c an t he c a n c e l l a t i o n of  r ep a t r i a t i o n be made'-

A . An i n d i v i d u a l  who wi s h es t o make a c an c e l l a t i o n r eques t  s houl d 

do so whenever  h i s mi nd i s made up . Those per s o ns who d i d not  o anc e l  

bef o r e J u l y 1, 1943 w i l l  p r o babl y be sent  t o t he s egr egat i o n c e n t e r . 

At  t he s egr egat i o n c en t e r , a r ev i ew boar d w i l l  be i n o per at i o n t o 

hear  peopl e who have c hanged t he i r  mi nds . 

Q . Wi l l  t he par o l ees be s egr ego t ed? 

A . xhe i n s t r u c t i o n s do not  t r eat  t he par o l ees as a s p eo i a l  c a s e s . 

I t  i s , t h e r e f o r e , pr esumed t hat  t hey w i l l  be handl ed on t he same b a s i s 

os ev er y one e l s e wi t h r egor d t o s eg r eg a t i o n . I n event  any c hanges , 

wh i c h ar e u n l i k e l y , occur  t he peopl e w i l l  be i n f o r med. 

Q. I s i t  t r ue t hat  a f t e r  J u l y no mor e c hanges i n ans wer s 

t o t he mi l i t a r y q ues t i o nna i r es w i l l  be p er mi t t ed , and t hat  a l l  

"n o , n o " men ar e t o be s eg r egat ed . 

A . ĥe answer  t o t he f i r s t  q ues t i o n i s t hat  a per s o n w i l l  be per -

mi t t ed t o app l y t o change h i s ans wer  at  any t i me. I t  i s i mpor t ant  t hat  

t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n be made as soon as t he i n d i v i d u a l  has d e f i n i t e l y deo i ded 
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t o r eques t  a change i n h i s a n s we r , *he ans wer  t o t he second par t  of  

t he q ues t i o n i s t hat  hear i ngs w i l l  be hel d f o r  a l l  who ans wer ed "n o , 

no " bef o r e f i n a l  d e c i s i o n i s made. 

As t i me goes b y , mor e q ues t i o ns « i l l  a r i s e i n t he mi nds of  t he 

p e o p l e . I he admi n i s t r a t i o n w i l l  k eep t he peo p l e as f u l l y i nf o r med 

as i s p o s s i b l e . l t h t he scant  i n f o r mat i o n a v a i l a b l e , ' h e admi n i s -

t r a t i o n r ea l i z es t hat  many p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  pr obl ems w i n a r i s e . 

I he So c i a l  Ser v i c e Depar t ment  s t ands r eady t o be of  as s i s t an c e and 

c as e wo r k er s of  t he depar t ment  w i l l  be av a i l ab l e f o r  c o uns el i ng and 

adv i o e at  any t i me. 

The ans wer s t o t he above q ues t i o ns ar e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n bas ed on 

t he bes t  av a i l ab l e i n f o r mat i o n t o d a t e , and may be s ub j ec t  t o s l i g h t  

mo d i f i c a t i o n s . 

T h i s e d i t o r i a l  appear s t o have been an at t empt  t o qu i et  t wo o f  t he ev ac uees ' 

c h i e f  wo r r i e s : t hat  t hose who wer e not  s egr egat ed woul d be f o r c ed t o r e l o c at e 

aga i ns t  t hei r  w i l l  and t hat  f a mi l i e s of  s egr egees woul d be s ep a r a t ed . The hope 

of  t he admi n i s t r a t i o n t he peopl e t hat  woul d c ano el  t hei r  r ep a t r i a t i o n r eques t s 

and t he i r  des i r e t o enc our age peopl e t o r eques t  t hat  t h e i r  negat i v e r ep l i es t o 

t he mi l i t a r y Ques t i o nna i r e be changed t o " y e s , " was ev i dent  i n t he l a t t er  q ues t i o ns 

and an s wer s . 

But  a d d i t i o n a l  ap p l i c a t i o n s f o r  r ep a t r i a t i o n c o nt i nued t o pour  i n . On J u l y 

27 , t he newspaper  p r i n t ed a t e l et y pe f r om Bennet t  i n Denv er  i n wh i c h he t r i ed t o 

qu i et  "r umo r s and c ount er  r umor s t hat  r e l o c a t i o n c en t er s wo ul d be c l o s ed soon 

a f t er  s e g r e g a t i o n . " 

The t el et y pe f o l l o ws ; 

"MYER QUOTED I I I  NEWSPAPER AS SAY I NG QUOTE WE HOPE TO CLOSE 

CENTERS "WHEN ,E HAVE MOVED THE PRO - AXI S GROUP TO Uf f i  TAKE AND 
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REL EASED THE OTHERS UNQUOTE. TERM FRO- AX I S WAS HOT USED BY MYER AMD 

THE HE I S NO I MP L I CAT I ON THAT ANY OTHER CENTERS WI L L BE CL OSED SOON. 

REL OCAT I ON PROGRAM I S TO BE STRESSED BUT P EOP I E WI L L NOT BE FORCED 

TO REL OCATE . APPROPRI AT I ONS PROVI DED FOR NEXT TWELVE MONTHS ARE 

ADEQUATE TO TAKE CARE OF THOSE WHO FOR ANY REASON CANNOT REL OCAT E . 

ANNOUNCE T E I E LAKE AS CENTER FOR THOSE SEGREGATED." 

But  t hese as s u r anc es c umi ns as t hey d i d a f t e r  mont hs of  admi n i s t r a t i v e ur g i ng 

t o r e l o c a t i o n , a f t e r  t he p r i n t i n g of  pages of  enc o ur agi ng s t at ement s of  how f i n e 

peopl e we r e get t i ng o n, a f t e r  t he r educ t i o n i n empl oyment  and t he compl et e wi t h -

d r awa l  o f  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  f r om J apanes e r ec r ea t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s and a f t er  My e r ' s 

s peec h i n wh i c h he as s ur ed t he Amer i c an p u b l i c t hat  a l l  e f f o r t s wer e bei ng made t o 

r e l o c at e l o y a l  and s egr egat e d i s l o y a l  J a p a n e s e , appear  t o hase made no i mpr es s i o n 

at  a l l . Peopl e s t i l l  c o nt i nued t o appl y f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n . 

Two week s a f t e r  t he admi n i s t r a t i o n had t ak en over  ac t i o n t owa- d ev en t u a l  

s eg r eg a t i o n , i t  was obv i ous t hat  ¿RA have g r eat l y under es t i mat ed t he number  of  

per s o ns who wo ul d a p p l y . Whet her  t he admi n i s t r a t i o n ac t u a l l y hoped t hat  peopl e 

wo ul d c a n c e l  t hei r  ap p l i c a t i o n s f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n i n o r der  t o av o i d s eg r ega t i o n , 

I  do not  k no w. I  do know t hat  t hey wer e p r epar ed t o be ext r emel y gener ous t o 

any ap p l i c an t  who wi s h ed h i s ans wer s t o t he mi l i t a r y Ques t i o nna i r e c h an ged . 



ROUTE SL I P 

t o : J  o Yt '/cn 

y j UCK: 

Ti AV- 's 

}.<mARKS: 

T V 



SEOBEGATICM -  J ul y 20, , 1943 

The admi ni st r at i ve of f i oes have been buzzi ng for t he test f ew days 

wi t h i nt ensi ve aot i v i t y havi ng to do wi t h the segr egat i on po l i c y . 

Today t he Gi l a News c ar r i ed an announcement t hat a l l  r es i dent s who 

had appl i ed f or r epat r i at i on wer e to meet at desi gnat ed pl ac es bet ween 

7:S0r and 9 : 30. 

Tut t l e t ol d me t hat one of the mai n r easoaa f or t hi s i nt er vi ew was 

t he det er mi nat i on of the v al i di t y of s i gnat ur es on the appl i c at i ons 

f or r epat r i at i on. I t seems many wer e made wi t hout wi t nesses and 

ar e not v al i d. He t ol d meof one case whi oh has come t o hi s at t ent i on 

i n whi oh a f at her had f or ged the name of hi s wi f e and hi s ni net een 

year ol d daught er to an appl i c at i on bl ank» 

I v i s i t ed twa of the "des i gnat ed pl ac es" t hi s eveni ng. One was Canal  

Reo. Hal l  6. About f or t y peopl e of a l l  ages wer e st andi ng about out si de 

t he hal l  or s i t t i ng on the t hi n l awn. A young man was t aki ng dawn names 

and gi vi ng out s l i ps l i ke the one enc l osed. The name tfj l  of t he per son 

des i r i ng an i nt er vi ew and a taumber was pl aced on t he s l i p* 

A or oud of ©bout  one hundr ed peopl e was gat her ed i n and out si i  e of t he 

Canal  admi ni st r at i on bui l di ng. I sat mysel f down on a benoh and a 

young pr egnant J apanes e woman next t o me asked me i f I i nt ended to 

r epat r i at e. I was t empt ed' t o say t hat I had not qui t e made up my mi nd, 

but dec i ded agai nst i t , and sai d t hat I was a s t udent . I asked her i f 

she i nt ended to r epat r i at e. She s ai d, "My f ami l y »ant s t o , and what 

t hey dec i de to do , I ' l l  do . " 

The or ovd appear ed t o be i n a f a i r l y good homor and ther e was no outwar d 

si gn of r esent ment at my pr esenc e. As I l ef t I spoke to the young 

man gi v i ng out the s l i ps and he near l y passed out wi t h f ear t hat he 

mi ght sa£ somet hi ng he ought not say. I appr opr i at ed a s l i p j us t f or f un 

and he bl i nked wi t h appr ehensi on. 

I s hal l  see i f Wel l s wi l l  t el l  me anyt hi ng t omor r ow. Hi ki da wi l l  

pr obabl y know a l ot more t han I do and my f or t y- odd year ol d Ni sei 

woman f r i end may be abl e t o gi ve me some i nf or mat i on. 
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I t appear s t o be t oo ear l y as yet to get any r eper oussi ons 

on t he r epat r i at i on i nt er vi ews f r om t he evacuees t hemsel ves. 

I was abl e to get some i nf or mat i on f r om Gor don Br own and 

Mr . Okuno bot h of whom had ser ved M / t M H i l H t t e t t i M i i / as, i nt er vi ewer s 

Br own st at ed t hat he and a l l  the ot her i nt er vi ewer s wi t h whomhe had 

spoken wer e ast oni shed at t he l ar g6 number of peopl e who appear ed to 

ver i f y t hei r r epat r i at i on appl i c at i ons . Of t he ei ght i nt er vi ewer s 

each handl ed wel l  over ni net y appl i c ant s . Br own hi msel f hand, l ed 

126, onl y ni ne of whom had asked t hat t hei r "Nos" be c hanged. 

Brown t hi nks that t hi s t ot al  of 1,000 r epat r i at es ( I t hi nk he i s 

exagger at i ng the number s l i ght l y ) was an enoyi rraous sur pr i se t o the 

admi ni s t r at i on. They had not pr epar ed f or anywher e near t hat number . 

The peopl e who ser ved as i nt er vi ews wer e Tut t l e, Ter r y , 

Gor don Br own, Wo I t er , Wel l s am t t eee ot her s . 

Okuno1 s i nf or mat i on par al l el ed Br c wn's exac t l y , except t hat 

he expr essed no sur pr i se over the l arge number of peopl e. 

Okuno al so adds t hat i n hi s opi ni on t her e wi l l  not be 

much f ami l y separ at i on as a r esul t of t h i s segr egat i on po l i oy . 

The f ami l i es are st i cki ng t oget her . Brown ment i oned sever al  cos es 

wher e young Ni sei ar e st ayi ng wi t h t hei r par ent s and are al so appl y i ng 

f or r epat r i at i on. 

Okuno ment i oned one odd case wher e a Ki bei want ed t o 

r et ur n to J apan whi l e hi s par ent s wi shed t o r emai n her e. I n anot her 

case a husband wi shed t o r epat r i at e whi l e hi s wi f « wi shed to r emai n 

her e wi t h t hei r i nf ant daught er . Ther e wer e al so a few cases wher e 

daught er s wi st ed ver y much t o st ay i n t hi s count r y, but had made up 

t hei r mi nds to f ol l ow t hei r flami l i es . Thi s t i es up wi t h my one 

cont act yest er day . 

Al l  i n a l l , the exhi bi t i on of st r ong f ami l y coher ence 

gr eat l y over shadows t hese few exampl es of a desi r e t o separ at e. 

The i nt er vi ewer s not ed the oases of those peool e who have 

expr essed a desi r e t o change t hei r answer s . These wi l l  be 

gi i en spec i al  i nt er v i ews. Both Br own and Okuno r emar ked that t her e 

wer e ver y f ew. Brown onl y had 9 cases out of hi s 125 i nt er v i ews . 

Anot her exampl e of conf usi on t ur ned up. Two peopl e t hought 

t hat t hei r appl i cat i on t o change f rom »No« to "Yes " woul d aut omat i cal l y 

cancel  t hei r appl i c at i ons for r epat r i at i on. 

Bpvwn was a l i t t l e daunt ed at how f ar of f ^ f ^ ^ f 5 

had been on guessi ng the number of peopl e who woul d appl y to have 

t hei r answer s changed. (Hi k i da, l n o i d « ^* r y ^ h * . ) 

Br own's i nf or mant , Geoge Kawamoto t hought t hat at l east SO* of the 

peopl e woul d t r y to change t her * answer s . But onl y 1*4 out or 

11*6 "No? have made t hi s appl i c at i on. 

The admi ni st r at i on has been pl anni ng, says Br o wn Ĵ o 

segr egat e t hose aski ng f or r epat r i at i on f i r s t , and ti»a those, who 

answer ed "No . " But i f the r epat r i at i on r esponse was as heavy i n 

a i l  cent er s\ t hey may be f ac ed wi t h the t ask of f i ndi ng eegr egat ^n 

quar t er s for\  ei ght or ni ne t housand *edpl e . Most of the Nos may 

al so be r epat r i at i on appl i c ant s . Thi s woul d do away wi t h the seoong 
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t
P : r l 0 f 1 i b r , f c 8 S k -  f T r a p o S t s t t et i t  i s t he admi ni st r at i on pol i c y 

' , ' T t 0 ° h a n E e N ° S t 0  ̂ t hey have t o 7 

of L n n , 1 6 8 n ? e X P 0 n S 8 ° f t hese enor mous gr oup 
Of peopl e, t hey may make t hi ngs even e a s 3 f i r f o r a l y » N o s » w h o 
Of oou-  se t hi s i s j us t guess i ng. W. shal l  s ee what happens. 

By the end o f  the week I shoul d have Hi f t i da's r eacBt and 
some i nf or mat i on f r om f r i ends i nCanal . 



PART I I -  SEGREGATI ON J u l y 30 t o Augus t  i  

f i r s t  week i n Augus t  

W-  y h f l ^y i ^y ^0 de l egat es had r e Pr uned f r om t he Denver  o o n f e r e n o ĵ y ĵ f y f t / / f t / 

and cf  f i o i a l  announc ement  was made t hat  no movement  of  s egr egabt s t o Tu l e 

y^̂ j i xA 1 
; i n u n t i l  Oc t ober  l 3t Vh l ake wo u l d beg i j  t he f i r s t  f l u r r y of  exc i t ement  over  

i mmanent  s egr egat i o n had pas s ed ¿ ^A l t h o u g h t he ai r  was t h i c k wi t h r umor s 

t h e ' ev ao u ees � ifelw'Tj p̂prnrin»-  ̂s e t t l ed down t o awai t  dev el o pment s wh i l e t he 

admi n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e r s began to wo r k ov er t i me i n an at t empt  t o f o l l o w 

t he pr ogr am set  f o r t h i n Den v e r . The bes t  des c r i p t i o n o f  t he evaouee 

a t t a t u d e î s t he t r i t e p h r as e , "wa t c h f u l  wa i t i n g . " Thos e who had no i n t en t i o n 

of  r ep a t r i a t i n g wer e det er mi ned t o s i t  t i g h t  t hr ough t he whol e bu s i n es s and 

wai t  f o r  a s a t i s f a c t o r y and ec o no mi c a l l y ac o ep t i b l e o ppo r t un i t y t o r e l o c a t e . 

One of  t he gr oup of  t hi s mi nd, an i n t e l l i gen t  o l der  N i s e i  mot her  o f  

g r o w sons r e m a r k e d , / / / / ^/  ̂ "What  ar e we go i ng t o do?J f  We ' r e go i ng t o 

s i t  her e and y W/ j t f / wa i t . T h ey ' v e t aught  us pat i enc e dur i ng t h i s l as t  / ea r  

and now we' r e ger . l l y go i ng t o show t hem how p a t i en t l y we c an s i t  r i gh t  

her e and wa i t  t i l l  �toe get  what  we want 1. " Ano t her  g r o u p , t he s i ae of  whi c h I  

was no t  abl e t o es t i mat e had d ec i d ed t o mti  wat c h f o r  "t he f i r s t  

s i gn of  f o r c i ng us o u t . " Tft*t> dwwwdgd t o demand r ep a t r i a t i o n i mmedi at e l y . 

"g-  . t yM K̂ 

I J  was ev en a n t i c i p a t ed t hat  i f  enough pe OP l e' dm�wf ài l  r  ep t r a i t  i on, S i  l a 

i t s e l f  wo u l d be t ur ned i n t o a s egr egat i o n camp and ev er y body oou I d s t ay 

t her e wi t h o u t  t he t r oubl e and mo o n v en i ec e of  mo v i ng Thos e who had'J  " 

4 M a l r eady commi t t ed t hems el v es wi t h r egar d t o s egr egat i o n ŵer e S i t i n g t o 

see how t he admi n i s t r a t i o n wo uI d handl e t he ma t t e r , "̂ r z z z z z z -̂  ' ^Wl e 

unt i l  August 2S? causa'« * 4 

I t  ¿1» t  hat  t he apnqn ncflmgp.fr  f chat -

a o c e p t e,4 . . . f  ̂J Eu l̂ f l L Ĵ t «-  - - haul. m » m 

âr gawL!1 "w*wê .j * 

aon 

apf l l i oat  i  ns ( A s k H i k i d A : , A M î , o ^n d a . ) 

I  was o f f er ed t he o ppo r t un i t y of  bur y i ng my s el f  i n t he dus t  of  

t he wh i r l  of  t he our  r ent  admi n i r at i v e a c t i v i t y and ac o ept ed i t  as a u s e f u l  



£ 

£ 

On Augus t  4 i t  wag announc ed t hat  t he So c i a l  Y i el f ar e Of f i c e wo u l d acr cept 

no mor e ap p l i c a t i o n s f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n . The s egr egat i o n manual  h a d M 

s t at ed t hat  t hos e who f cad ap p l i ed f o r  r ep a t r i a t i o n wer e t o "be s egr egat ed / 

f i r s t  and t he So c i a l  We l f a r e s t s i T was head over  he©I s i n wo r k t r y i n g 

t o get  t he i r  l i s t s and r eo o r ds i n o r d e r , T u t t l e r emar ked t hat  Ki her e 

was r e a l l y no po i nt  i n t ak i ng f u r t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s . He d i d admi t , 

ho wev er , 5s I  had gues s ed , t hat  t he or der  was a l s o i s s ued t o put  a 

s t op t o M i / t he somewhat  h y s t e r i c a l  mass r us h f o r  s e g r e g a t i o n . As I  

have ment i o ned b e f o r e , c e r t a i n member s of  t he ad i n i s t r a t i o n i § f VX/ / 

i n s i s t  on v i ewi n g t h i s as mass h y s t e r i a c o mp l et e l y i gno r i ng t he f ^ W p o s s i b i l i t y 

s t r es s ed by t he abl er  oommuni t y l eader s t hat  many of  t he peopl e wer e 

wa i t i n g f o r  t he f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n t hat  i 4 H 4 { 4 t / r ep a t r i a t i o n was f cr ui y 

p o s s i b l e a n d p a r t i a l l y i gno r i ng t he f a c t  t hat  many per s ons wer e as k i n g f o r  

r e p a t r i a t i o n out  of  a des i r e f o r  H t he s ec u r i t y and s a f e t y H / t H / / 4 

pr omi s ed by Tul e L ak e. m any o as e , i t / i i i U M i M / M H W W / t V ' t H / 

mo ap p l i c a t i o n s wer e  ̂ t ak en a f t e r  Augus t  4 ; i t  was 

a g a i n 

anno unc ed t hat  t h6y woul d be ac c ept ed M / M a f t er  Augus t  2 5 . 

A r at her  f f i i schi ef l ous d e l i g h t  i n t he s l i g h t  of  t he H i / H M / M / i  WRA, 

s t r u g g l i n g wi t h an ov er whel mi ng del uge of  ap l i c a t i o n s , was man i f es t  i n 

many q u a r t e r s . The number  of  ap p l i o a t n s was eno r mous l y ex agger a t ed ; I  

W / t ' M i / myse I f  was as k ed i f  i t  w a s n ' t / / / / / / ^/ t r ue t hat  5 , 000 peo p l e 

wer e r epat r a t i n g . Some per s o ns exp r es s ed t he c o nv i c t i o n t hat  M s i noe so m n y 
per s ons wer e app l y i ng 

"¡NBA wo ul d be f o r c ed t o change i t  s p o l i c i e s ; Gi l a i t s e l f  woul d b e t ur ned 

i nt o a s egr egat i o n c en t e r . 

¿Vaj  



Mr » St y i okl a nd, pr i nc i pal  of BQt t e E! 

One has scar cel y the r i ght t o 

>01 

a man's character 

af t er one shor t i nt er v i ew. My mai n i ncent i ve i n i nt er vi ewi ng t hese 

M 4 i t 4 1 4 4 ! s t r i k i ngl y unsat i s f ac t or y commi t tee members was not i n the 

hope of pr oduci ng sc i ent i f i c dat a t her eby , but n* * u l y t o sat i s f y my 

ppr sf t bf t l ' c ur i os i t y a s / to J tfat how t hey woul d re net and j flMrt  w hat t hey 

woul d s ay . f f / My j udgement as t o t hese men's per sonal i t i es (whi c h shouf i 

not be t aker ŝer i  u s l y andmay ei w'My ohange when I know them bet t er ) 

i s t hat St r i ckl and i s educat ed and st upi d and Boger s ani Emer i ok  ̂

ar e uneducat ed and s t upi d. I thl rik a l l  went about t hei r t asks 

wi - ih..ft)M»a»fce honest l y/ and r oa l̂ y t r i ed t hei r best t o see i f o i y / of 

the evaouees had"ohanged t hei r mi nds  ̂ and beoome l oyal «" Nat ur al l y , 

t hey ddf t t a9 see how anybody ohul d be di s l oyal  / / i n Febr uar y 

and beda>me l oyal  i n August * 

St r i ckl and i s oagy, but i t i s my opi ni on t hat flogers and Emer i ok 

spoke j ust as t hey f e l t . T h e o f ^ t h e at t i t ude shown 

by msmy of the ot her commi tteeraen - "t hat t hese ki ds had 444444/ 

some r eason to f e e l  sor e»" They sow t hemsel ves 44/t 44444 pl aced under  

t he r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f  not  a l l o wi n g an y "d i s l o y a l 1 1 peo p l e t he o ppo r t un i t y 

t o l eave camp and t he/ mat t er wei ghed so heai t y upon them t hat 

t hey addi gned t wo- t hi r ds of t hei r ohar ges t o segr egat i on. 

-  V A W t M / H M W U M M M H H M W t i t H m L H t i i H H t  

Emer i ok, f or al l  hi s l i mi t ed vi ewpoi nt "; expr essed! a t r ut h whi oh 

ha3 appar ent l y esoaped t hose who concei ved t hi s ques t i onnai r e rnetho 

ttU Â >- t  /t L̂A ' 
%444%M/t 4/ det er mi ng l oyal t y  ̂ "Loyal t y i s one t hi ng you oan' t 

I  

ar gue about .1 



"My i mpr es s i o n  ̂ i s t hat  t he young f e l l o ws who ans wer ed 11 No- No" wer e 

under  t he i n l uenoe o f  a gang, t he wer e i n a had f r ame of  mi nd , t he vi f ct i ms 

of  mass h y s t e r i a . T h e i r  r es nt ment  was br o ught  on bec aus e of  r es ent ment  t o 

ev ac u at i o n and l o s s of  p r i v e l e g e s . I  d o n ' t  know whet her  i t  was a mat t er  

of  an o r gan i z ed gr oup movement  or  onl y mass h y s t e r i a . They ar e hel d 

t o get her  t y an emo t i o n r at her  t han a mor t i ve . ** 

" I  d o n ' t  be l i ev e t her e has been any change i n t hei r  f e e l i n g 

si  noe F ebr uar y eac ep t  i n a s mal l  number  of  c a s e s . 

" I  was s t r u c k / M t i i i / by t h i s o bs er v at i o n -  out  her e ar ound 

t he b u i M i n g , when t hey wer e wa i t i n g , t hey wer e t  a l k i n g i n her s h t ones 

but  as s oon as t hey wer e br ought  i n bef o r e t he commi t t ee t hey wer e v er y 

g en t l ema n l y . i n ev er y c a s e . They al way s got  ho l d of  t hems el v es . 

" I  see no evr l  enc es of  t e r r o r i s m. The l ay c i t i z e n her e f e e l s t hat  

t he ev ac uee t eac her s ar e v er y p r o - Cauc as i an . A l t ho ugh i t  i s t r ue t hat  a 

s mal l  per c ent age of  rpy s t a f f  her e i s "NU - No . " 

"The communi t y has been bec omi ng mor e and mor e âpa'nese s i nc e 

r e l o c a t i o n has been go i ng o n . 

" I  had onl y one odd c a s e : t h i s boy had been i n t he ar my and at  

t he t i me of  £ ea r l  Har bor  he was d i s c h a r g e d . Amd when he went  i n t o t he 

ar my h i s J apanes e f r i e n d s gave hi msa par t y and p r es en t ed hi m wi t h g i f t s . 

When he was d i s c har ged he s u f f e r ed a l o s s of  i J aoe and ^ i M ^ i / W t her ef o r e 

he want ed t o go ¿ a c k t o J a p a n . 

U W / The r es u l t s of  our  commi t t ee wer e 63 f o r  i n t er nment , 21 wi s hed 

t o ohange . That  makes 2 / 3 who wi s hed t o be s eg r eg a t ed . A f r a c t i o n of  

t hes e 2 l  want ed t hei r  ans wer  c hanged p u r e l y on a per s o na l  beas o n� suoh as 

' I  want  t o go out  and wor k f o r  my u n c l e . 1 They h adn ' t  beoont  l o y a l ; 

We ' d s a y , ' " H a s your  mi nd c hanged? Ar e you l o y a l ? " T h e l ' d ans wer , "No , I 'm 

i s f aej  not  exac t l y l o y a l  / " T h ey ' r e a t t i t ude h adn ' t  «h a n g e d . S t i l l  no 

l o y a l t y . 

"The o r es who ans wer ed "No" wer e not  l o y a l  t o J a p a n . Mor e t han one 
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of  t hem expr es s ed h i ms el f  as bei ng a man wi t ho u t  a c o u n t r y , 

t mmt mnw/ w 

a f t e r  s p eak i ng wi t  

nor  p a r t i c u l a r  

S e v e r a l  l evant  t o p i o s . 

s t u p i d . 

MI SS BÜ T T ERF I EU) 

» 



Segr ega t i o n Augus t  18, 1943 

C I n i n t er v i ewi ng i n Ro ger s and E mer i o k , I  oont ao t ed t he t wo men wh o , 

ac c o r d i ng t o t he o p i n i o ns of  Wo I t er  and Br own had been t he most  u n s u c c es s f u l  

member s of  t he c ommi t t ee, wh i l e t he commi t t ee composed of  Ro ger s and S t r i c k l an d 

had so l ar ge a per c ent age of  s egr egees t hat  a l l  t he per s o ns as s i gned t o t hem 

wer e s ec r e t l y r e - i nt e r v i ew6d. Emer i o k ;vas r epu t ed l y t he most  nar r ow mi nded and 

4 
man of  t he l o t . I , t h e r e f o r e , f e l t  qu i t e f o r t unat e i n comi ng upon Roger s 

.no* a ^ i  

and &me r  i o k t  oge t he r  and . - - f e f r i um*» i » n t  > r t o % m i - j g a a t r d e s i r l ut > t  o 

oon foai - bot h ex p r es s i ng t hei r  o p i n i o ns 

f r e e l y .  ̂  ̂  ̂ J j  

II  II  

i _ j i i n � wer e c o nv i nc ed t hat  anyone wi t h a f a i n t e s t  t i nge of  d i s l o y a l t y s houl d 

be s eg r eg a t ed . . J ^ 4 s 
bu i l T i n 9 ' f t  net  '"ttfl r'e a s onSTne 

i , 'I J UJ ul l  f e 

p & z t he ot her  c ommi t t ees l eaned over  bac k war d t o ar gue and c a j o l 6 peopl e out  of  

s egr egat  i o n ( 

t j n ^ j ^ j  

i t " a 

w - r 'ye&r  a g o . Some of  t hes e peopl e s houl d never  be her e i n t he f i r s t  p l a o e . A l s o 

y t her e ar e a l ot  who s houl d be beh i nd b a r s . I  t h i nk t he one gr oup has i n f l uenc ed 

t he ot her  . 

E mer i o k : I  t hought  most  of  t hem had p r et t y we l l  made up t hei r  mi nds . 

R o ger s : And qui t e a f e w, m r f  had had t hem made up by somebody e l s e . 

Line r i c k : F ami l y t i es ar e mcfcA. i mpor t ant  t o t he younger  ones t han t hei r  c i t i z en -

s h i p . Ther e wer e a young wi y ef and sons and daught er  go i ng t o 'i 1ul e D*ke not  

bec aus e of  l o y a l t y t o J a p a n , but  beoaus e of  l o y a l t y t o t hei r  f a mi l y . I  t h i nk 

i f  t hey d o n ' t  t h i nk any mor e of  Amer i c a and of  Am r i c an c i t i z e n s h i p , t hen t hey 

s houl d go t o ' Tul e Lake and go baok t o J ap an . 



2 Augus t  16, 1943 

Ro ger s and m̂er i o k 

R o ger s : I  t h i nk one mi s t ak e made has been i n t he c ho i c e of  peopl e t o c o ns u l t  

t he J a p a n e s e . They wer e mor e or  l es s t he c r os s s ec t i o n of  t he Cauc as i an 

P er s o nne l  and som6 of  t hem d i d ent er  i nt o ar gument s wh i c h , i n some o as es , r es u l t ed 

i n t he i r  ar gu i ng t he ev ac uees i nt o s ay i ng t hat  he was l o y a l . 

E mer i o k : That  was wr o ng . L oy al t y i s one t h i ng you c an ' t  ar gue abo u t . I  t h i nk 

t he J apanes e mi s s ed t he b o a t . I f  t hey s a i d , "We ' r e go i ng t o pr ove t hat  we ar e 

c i t i z e n s . Wh y , w e ' l l  ev en p i c k c o t t o n f or  n o t h i n g . We ar e i n a s p o t . T i e '11 

do any t h i ng t o pr ove our  c i t i z e n s h i p . " t h i ngs mi ght  have been b e t t e r . I n s t ead , 

we have had c o n t i n u a l  h a r a s s ^h e c r ux of  t he who l e mat t er  i s t hat  W6 r e i n t h i s 

s i t u a t i o n bec aus e of  t he u ^r . You know we have a f ar m and ot her  j o bs on t he P r o j e c t , 

i t ' s nev er  t he case of  p r o du c t i o n . I t  s a l way s a c ase of  how l i t t l e t hey c an do 

t o c o l l ec t  $16 . 00 a mo nt h . 

R o g e r s : Her e i s an i n t e r es t i ng f e a t u r e . They ar e b l i n d i n t he a t t i t ude t hey 

t a k e , f a t h e r  t han see t he s i gn i f i c an c e of  t h i s t h i n g , t hey pr ef er  t o do as 

l i t t l e as t hey c an . i h e y s houl d do any t h i ng t o hel p a l o g . ~- >e f ound i t  i s 

i mpo s s i bl e t o g6t  our  s t u f f  i n . 

We had some v er y d e f i n i t e exampl es of  i ns o l en t  a t t i t u d e s . Ther e wer e 

e s p e c i a l l y one or  t wo who j umped t o t hei r  f eet  and s ai d t hat  t hey wer e l o y a l  

t o J apan and c ues t i o ned t he r i ? h t  t o be c o n s u l t ed . 

E mer i o k : One j umped r i g h t  up and s a i d , " I ' m a J apanes e and I  want  t o go bac k 

t o J a p a n . " He was i n s u l t i n g t hat  we had ev en br ought  hi m u p . Ano t her  one r e a l l y 

got  me. He s ai d he was J apanes e and wont ed t o go baok t o J apan and f i g h t . I  

t ur ned h i s name i nt o Gr a v e s . 

Ro ger s : One i n t er es t i ng t h i ng I  r an i nt o was a young f e l l o w who j o i ned t he 

Ar my bef o r e P ea r l  Ha r bo r . Hi s f ami l y gave hi - : a par t y and a l ot  of  p r e s e n t s . . 

A f ew day s a f t e r  P ea r l  Har bo r  t hey ki cked hi m out  of  t he Ar my . He c l ai med he 

c o u l dn ' t  come bac k home, t hat  he had l os t  f a c e . He s a i d , "The * n l y p l ac e f o r  me 

i s baok i n J a p a n . " I  r e a l l y f e e l  s o r r y f o r  t hat  f e l l o w. 



3 . Au gu s t  16, 1943 

Ro ger s and E mer i o k 

Emer i ok: Some bo y s her e s h o u l d n ' t  f ee l  any mor e abus ed t han f e l l o ws i n s c h o o l  or 

wi t h good j o bs whom t he Ar my t a k e s . 

R o e e r s : The peo p l e I  f e l t  b a d l y about  wer e t he J ap anes e g i r l s t hat  r e a l i z e d t he 

adv an t ages of  be i ng i n t he Un i t ed S t a t es but  whos e hus bands or  f a mi l i e s or  p ar en t s 

had h i g h p r es s u r ed t hem i n t o g o i n ^b a c k t o J a p a n . One or  t wo wer e p r a c t i c a l l y 

i n t e a r s . 

s e v e r a l  of  t he peo p l e we I n t e r v i ewed s a i d t hat  t hey wer e wi t h o u t  a c o u n t r y . 

R o g e r s : 1 f o und one r e a l l y u n u s u a l  c a s e . I t  was one young i n Mes s Op e r a t i o n s . 

He was abo u t  28 and v er y Amer i c an and i s mar r i ed t o a g i r l  who i s a K i b e i , who 

w. n t s t o go t o T u l e I »k e and J a p a n . He s pent  many an hour  be f o r e t he c o n f er enc e 

t r y i ng t o c o nv i nc e her  t o c hange her  "n o . n o » t o " y e s . y e s " . W. a l l o wed hi m t o 

go t o T u l e I a k 6. 

He i s mo r . l o y a l  t o t he g i r l  he i s go i ng t o mar r y t han t o t he c o u n t r y he 

was bo r n i n . 

� � a i  I. l i ng in 11 i n ��mi r r t  � T � v q 

R o g e r s : d n e - r s mU * * * * * « ^ X 1 * 

J ^ b e l  f a r m ' ^t e " w a s h i n g d i s h e s . T hey ar e l o o k i ng f o r  any t h i ng t hat  i s 

eas y and i n t he shade and under  c o v e r . T hey ar e s e l f i s h i n t h e i r  a t t i t u d e . A l s o 

a l o t  o f  p r o d u c e / f r o m t he f i e l d s goes i n t o p r i v a t e c o ns umpt i o ns i n t he camp i n-

s t ead of  i n t he mess h a l l s . 



. . Augus t  16, 1943 
Seg r eg a t i o n * B u t ^ r f i e l d 

MISS &{J "T 7 ¿f t  F/£ 

Mi s s B u t t e r f i e I d s e r v e r s r ec o r der  on t he commi t t ee wi t h S t r i c k l a n d 

and R o g e r s . Her  no t i o ns wer e r at her  og- y* «l a' i uMMl a i L MMUM . ° b e 

seemed o ui t e d i s t u r bed over  (he f ao t ô ne of  her  p u p i l s , a l i t t l e boy who 

was b l i n d but  has c o ns i der ab l e s c h o l as t i c a b i l i t y has a br o t her  who i s 

as k i ng f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n . I t  seems t hat  some of  t he t eac her s have gone t o 

a gr eat  d ea l  of  t r o ubl e wi t h t h i s boy get t i ng hi m s p ec i a l  book s and b r a i l ' e 

and so f o r t h . Mi s s Bu t t e r f i e l d had o f t en v i s i t e d hi m at  h i s home and had 

a l way s been under  t he i mpr es s i o n t hat  J o e , t he o l der  b r o t h e r , was a " l o y a l  

A me r i c a n . " When she met  hi m at  t he i n t er v i ew he was most  r a d i c a l . He had 

r eques t ed t o be s end on t he f i r s t  boat  t o J a p a n . They as k ed hi m, "Do you 

want  t o c hange? " He ans wer ed, "No i n d e e d . " *he same f a mi l y has a son 

at  Camp Shel by and ano t her  at  t he Un i v e r s i t y of  Mi nes at  P a s o . Mi s s 

B u t t e r f i e l d went  on t o s ay , "Oh , we ' v e g i v en so much t o t hat  l ^ l e bo y .  ̂

Wt i f f i m* l l Li i i b �̂ mm t̂ mr . i n my o p i n i o n , i t  wo ul d be good t o g < %h e 

o l der  boy  ̂ out  of  her e l e t ^ X ^ s f e l t  so g r a t e f u l  t owar d h * s c o un t r y . 

I  t h i n k he has i n f l uenc ed h i s who l e b l o o k . " 

Ŝ t r i c k l a n d c o u l d n ' t  under s t and i t . Ther e was one boy who about  

28 , a f i n e f e l l o w who have been bo r n her e and went  t o J ap an when he was 

6 y ea r s ol d-  He s t ay ed t her e f o r  10 y ear s and now he f e e l s l i ke he want s 

t o E o bac k t o J a p a n . St r i c k l and as k ed hi � why he had ans wer ed "no « and 

he s a i d , " I  r ea l l y be l i ev e t hat  t he emper or  i s So d . So n a t u r a l l y X c o u l d n ' t  

ans wer  ' n o ' t o t hat  q u es t i o n . I  c o u l d n ' t  do any t h i ng aga i ns t  my Go d . " 

( T h i s r emar k c aus ed Mi s s B u t t e r f i e l d t o l ower  her  v o i c e t o a h o r r i f i e d 

wh i s p er  and c o n f i « R t h a t  t h i s was h ea t h en i s m. ) 

v ^h e r e was ano t her  c ase of  a young f e l l o w who v o l unt eer ed f o r  s e r v i c e s . 

T b . y gave h i , a gr and f a r ewe l l  p ar t y and t hen he was d i s c har ged f r o m t he 

. h , m t 0  ̂ d i s g r ac ed and humi l i a t ed bef o r e h i s f r i e n d s . 
Ar my . T h i s oaus ed hi m t o M n ^g r « » » " 

He s a i d he woul d nev er  v o l u n t e e r ' a g a i n . 



2 . Augus t  16, 1943 
Mi s s But t er  f i e I d 

You c an see t hei r  v i ew p o i n t . He sa i d he c oul d never  v o l un t eer  when 

h i s o o unt r y has dar ed t r eat  hi m t hat  wa y . T h a t ' s a f i ne young boy t ur ned 

aga i n s t  h i s c o u n t r y . 

Ther e wer e s ev er a l  c o l l ege f e l l o ws , one oy f r om a t ec hn i o a l  c o l l e g e . 

He s a i d "We c o u l d n ' t  c l ai m a l l eg i eno e t o t h i s c o u n t r y . " T hey d o n ' t  know 

what  t h ey ' r e d o i n g . These young boys ar e t he b i gges t  pr obl em h e r e . Ther e 

i s a gang i n f l uenc e beh i nd t h i s . 

No one h a s ^J ^^. . t h e t i me t o t a l k t o t hes e b o y s . J Hobody seems t o have 

any pat i enc e . ( '̂ h e y wo u l d n ' t  do i t  u n l es s t ^w e r e j g a i d t o do i j ) 

body her e on ^a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t a f f  woul d do i t  . s U o u k n o w c o u l d 

ac c o mp l i s h a gr eat  dea l  t hr ough c hur c h peo p l e but  t he THRA r u l es ar e v er y 

much aga i ns t  a l l o wi ng a r e l i g i o u s r e v i v a l . They have t o be c a r e f u l  of  

a c hur c h pus hi ng i t s e l f . 

One man made a v er y b e a u t i f u l  s t a t ement . He was an =al i en and had never  

been a c i t i z e n . He s ai d t hat  h i s c h i l d r en ar e Amer i c ans but  t hey 

have no as s ur anc e t hat  t hei r  c i t i z e n s h i p wo ul d be r e t u r n ed , ^ o u l d see no 

b e n e f i t  f o r  h i s c h i l d r en i n a f ut ur e h e r e . He s a i d he was s eek i ng t o do 

t he r i gh t  t h i ng and d i d n ' t  want  t o be mi nunder s t o o d. " i  d o n ' t  want  t o be 

d i s l o y a l  but  t he Amer i c ans wo n ' t  c l ai m me as a c i t i z e n . " 

* * * * * 

Mi s s Bu t t e r f i e Id. i s an ex t r emel y gar r u l o us women and woul d have k ept  

me t a l k i n g a l l  a f t e r n o o n . » « P ° i n t  " n S " O T 

i t  i s not  I . 1 i  ml r mn - lifi- fMUUli  il  n n r  A f t e r  s peak i ng wi t h h . r  

I  d ec i d ed t o t a l k t o So ger s s i nc e ac c o r d i ng t o Br o wn, Roger s had been t he 

most  sever e member  of  h i s commi t t ee and most  r es po ns i b l e f o r  t he l ar ge 

per c ent age of  s eg r eg ees . 



Fr om t he f i n a l  t o t a l  o f  s U/444Mi /4M/M444/U44HW44/ 603 i r t  e r v i  s , 

316 wer e r eoommended f cr  s egr egat i o n , 179 wer e made a l eg i b l e fo- r  4 t 4 4 H 4 M / 4 r & 

l eave o l ear ano e, 75 wer e r ehear d , 13 di d not  appear  and 17 per s ons 

w r e c a l l ed i n er r o r  and ought  not  t o have been on 

t he l i s t  a t  a l l . The f a t e of  t he ext r e t hr ee peopl e I  was not  abl e t o 

det er mi ne. Q s ^ j l X P  ̂ ' cto ^ L s Z s ^ ^ J U  ̂

The f undament al l y t feasonal be at t i t ude of  t he i n t er v i  w e A 

was r e f l ec t ed i n t he communi t y by a eent i mer t t , wh i c h , wh i l e i n no way 

f av o r ab l e t o t he admi n i s t r at i o n , was at  l eas t  not  h o s t i l e . P o t en t i a l  

s egr egees arere wo r r i ed and depr es s ed but  \ /{4Mi 4t t j  M44 t hei r  g é r e r a i  

o p i n i o n was t hat  t he admi n i s t r at i o n was do i ng i t s b e s t . 

M/M4/&4444444 /̂,444 /̂4 4̂/ 4̂444 4̂4444444 t  r  oub i e " 

However , 44>4*4 t wo womewhat  s peo t ac ul ar  i nc i dent s f u r n i s hed t hose 

member s cf  t he s t a f f  who wer e "expeo t i ng t r o ub l e" wi t h a l i t t l e exo ei t ement . 

These wer e t he mul i i gi at  f con of  one of  Wo I t e r ' s pet  s egr egat i o n p o s t e r s , by (L 

af t Ŵ 'Sfe'e 44$m/4V/444/44Î 4444i /4444%4/ w r t t i K a s ho s p i t a l  r ec ept i o n i s t  ̂

and t he sendi ng of  444- 44 /̂44 À e ^e n i n g anonymous l e t t e r s t o f o ur  

ev auuees who , i n t he o p i n i o n o f  t he l et t er  wr i t e r s , wer e c o o per at i ng t oo 

c l ose ]y wi t h t he adm n i s t r a t i o n . 

/ r / V / Bot h of  t hese mat t er s wer e kept  s t r i o t l y î p i s r t  by t he admi n i s t r â t i o i / 

and I  he a f i d of  t hem 44444444444 /̂4 4̂4444M444Â/ ac c i den t a l l y t hr ough t he 

4b i q i t o u / s g r ap ev i ne . 

Thepo s t er , whi oh was i n t he f o r m of  a à i agr ommat i o o ar t o o n, 4444444 

dep i c t i ng 444444444///4+444444*4444 t he pr o gr es s of  i n d i v i d u a l s  ̂ f SSSf / X/ 

v ar i o us commi t t ees t o Tul e l ake and ev ent ua l  r epat r i s t i om /̂ t o r el o c at i o n ,} 

- r  b ^f  ̂ a - ML i K̂ f X f ) 
or  t o c o nt i nued r es i denc e i n a oefyJ |er  a J apanese f f o g l i nawi  mj  H Ù 

and »mi  mi  humor ous s ubs t i t u t i o ns f o r  t he V r - - H- n -  ' mmMk*\ \  aiml r  

J 0* To he 1 1  ̂ i ns t ead of  Tul e t ake or  Re l o c a t i o n . The ycung man w s 

appr ehedged Sat ur day t he 7t h , t he same day on whi c h he had app l i ed f o r  

r ep a t r i a t i o n . 



The h ear i n g was Hel d t he 12t h and r es u l t ed i n t he y 

o f f ender  be i ngs en t  t o L eupp , f r om wher e he wo u l d ev en t ua l l y be t r an s f e r r ed 

t o i 'ul e L a k e , The admi n i s t r a t i o n s us pec t ed t hat  t he o f f ender  was not  t he 

onl y p er s o n i n v o l v ed , but  44/4444444$¡4444H4/ i n t he f ac e of  c o ns t ant  

a s s e r t i o n t hat  he wa s , t hey wer e unabl e t o i mp l i c at e any o ne e l s e , 

Mr . ^. k i d a , who 444/4444/444444/ knew t he young man ' s unc l e wel l , r̂ r >d 

- hMs êer r r̂ r r roe;cl i ed by * i l m m i i l �l tl |  � 

f a c t . He s t a t e  ̂ t hat  t he young man"was a good bo y " and t hat  he had 

t ak en t he bl ame h i ms el f  t o / / al so i d t he bad e f f e o t  t hat  4̂44444/4144444/ 
t h e a r r e s t  of  f i v e or  t en Deopl e 

mi ght  have on communi t y f e e l i n g . So f a r  a s I  can det er mi ne f r om t he 

ex t r emel y i nadequat e e v i d e n c e , t he boy dr ew t he f l a g on t he pos t er  i n 

a t empor ar y f i t  of  p i q u e , 1 4 t W 4 4 4 / W / 4 M 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 / / i mmedi at el y 

f o l l o wi n g h i s ap p l i c a t i o n 4444/ f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n . 

I t  i s i n t e r es t i ng t o not e t hat  h i s r e l a t i v e s ar e mor e or  l es s 

c ont ent  wi t h t he s ent enc e i mposed at  t he t r i a l . Hi k i da r epo r t s t hat  

t hey ar e not  oompl i - ni ng and t hat  t hey a r e g l ad t hat  t he boy was not  

sent  t o j a i l . 

The adv ent  of  t he po i s o n pen l e t t er s oaus ed a c o ns i der ab l e 

emu nt  o f  W 4 4 $ / M M 4 4 U { / behi nd- 1 he - ha nd wh i s per i ng among t he 

Cau c as i an s and was t ak en as 4 1 M 4 4 4 / 4 / t he f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n s of  

ev i denc e of  4444444XM44>/ oomi ng v i o l enc e by per s o ns who s houl d 

know b e t t e r . /t f4U4/444444444/44/H/ When I  b u i » ^  ̂ t he s u b j ec t  t X 

Hi k i d a ̂  '4P4&4ML l au g h ed . He, M/44444444// 

,, i ,, , i  

m / / a l o n g wi t h Mi u r a , l l i gsSm and Har r y Mi y ak e had been t he r e c i p i e n t s . 

He i s of  t he o p i n i o n t hat  fal N r̂  W0 r e mo t i v at ed by 4444/444 j ea l o u s y and 4W4/ 
W / f W / M / aI E t he wor k of  one or  t wo men, c e r t a i n l y n o t  more t han 

t hr ee or  f o u r . /¥4/44i /444444/4444444/4444444/444/ Ap p ar 6n t l y some 

peopl e s t i l l  ho l d t he evacuee l eader s p ar t l y r es p o ns i b l e f o r  

admi n i s t r a t i v e p o l i o i e s . Hi k i d a t h i nk s 4̂4/4444444/4 4/ had f e e l i n g 

ex p r es s ed i n t he l et t er s may be t r ac ed t o t he t i me o f  mi l i t a r y r e g i s t r a t i o n / 



and f eel s t hat the pr esent unr est has r evi ved i t . Hoever , i t i s not i / M t f M / 

H / a mat t er wor t hy of ser i ous concer n. W U ¥ / He woul d not have ment i oned 

i t t o the admi ni st r at i on, had he not hear d that other mannhad r eoei ved the 

l et t er s an d r epo r t ed the f ac t . Hi ki da i s oer t i i n t hat he has t he conf i dence 

and t r ust of al most a l l  the peopl e and r ef used t o l et hi msel f be wor r i ed 

byt the remkks of a f ew c r anks. He al so r emar ked upon the f ac t t hat 

evacaut i on and camp l i fe have engender ed t hi s suspi oi on, j eal ousy and f ear . 

No di f i ni t el y tehreatening st at ement was made i n the l et t er he 

r ec i eved. But t hey coul d be i nt er pr et ed as a t hr eat . Hi ki da was advi ded 

t o go out and r el ooat e and not end hi s l i f e f oo l i shi ngl i n the communi t y. 

Hi yame , a bac hel or , was J  r epr i mi nded f or f ool i ng ar ound wi t h 

segr egat i on i ssue when he ought to M H / i / f i nd a ni ce wi dow 

and r el ooat e. 

the 

and go out 



On Tuesday, August 10 the Gi l a News- Cour i er oar r add a f r ont page 

ar t i c l e by Wol t f̂f whi ch t hr eat ened di r e consequences t o t er r or i s t s . I t 

was headed an "appeal " but t her e was l i t t l e appea l f c ^i n the c ont ext . 

1j O O J &r   

rte st at ed t hat trr h,l g ,fl pJ w4»n the t ro <4)le maker s wer e onl y a ver y ver y 

smal l  number of the oo m̂i t y and pr omi sed t hat ever y devi ce 

VAt t  ̂ under the l aws of the st at e and the count y woul d be used t o 

t r ace them down. "No st ep oan be t oo dr ast i c to t oo t hor ough i n 

our at t emt p to pr ot eot the ppopl e who wi sh to be Amer i can oi t i zenas and 

to pr ot ec t a l l  peopl e who wi $h to l i ve the peacef ul  and t r anqui l  

l i f e ei t her fy here or i n Tul e Lake, 

Whet her t hi s ar t i c l e ftad any ef f ec t on the poi son penmen or 
4t r ecei ved 

whet her tffaf/MiMWiMHMMtiM4much at t ent i on f r om the oommuni ty 

yj  M î  Lu- UiL fl  I j i J XC* 
as a wh o l e , I do not know. S I n spi t e of the f us s , wor r y and somewhat 

undi gni f i ed appr ehensi on of seme of the membefcs of the Caucasi an s t af f , 

t he domi nant tone of t he oommuni ty one of qui et caut i ous wat chf ul ne ss 

on the par t of al l  the evacuees 0 4 / H t i M / M i 4 4 i / i  coup l ed( wi t h 

anxi et y and sorrow at kai ng to move agi an, on the par t of t hose who 

had def i ni t el y commi t ted t hemsel ves t o eva/ oat i on. On August 15, the 

f eel i ng of the pot ent i al  segr egant s was qoot ed to me: "At l east i f we 

move i nt o Tul e l ak e , t hi s unoe r t ai nt y wi l l  be over , lij- fc \ r'\ , 

"L  ̂  ̂ r âXAj , dU- wv v ¿vs ' 



\  
Bot h Mr . Gr aves, he«d of I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y , and Mr . s hel l y , head of 

V ^ m j l I I  

Communi ty Ent er pr i ses U M ^r ^M t t o have a pr edomi nant l y r easonal be at t i t ude 

M M t owar d t he evaouees t hey i nt er v ened � 

a , 



August 16, 1945 
Mr . She i ; 

on 

" l  sat  i n Dn t he r eh ea r i n g s . The o r i g i n a l  h ear i ngs wer e p r e t t y f as t  so 

un l es s t hey wer e d e f i n i t e , t he ev ao uees wer e as s i gned t o r e h e a r i n g s . 

I n some of  t he r ehear i ngs i t  was v er y appar ent  t hat  t he r t hear i f t gf i was not  

n ec es s a r y . T hey had want ed t o go t o Tul e l ake f r om t he f i r s t . But  t h i s , I  t h i n k , 

was an i n d i c a t i o n t hat  t he o r i g i n a l  gr oup of  i n t er v i ewer s had been t r y i ng t o be 

v er y f a i r  . 

I  d o n ' t  know what  t h ey ' r e go i ng t o do wi t h peo p l e l i k e t h a t . We t r i ed aga i n 

and aga i n t o ex p l a i n t hat  t her e wer e o t her  mor e s ens i b l e way s o f  p r o t e s t . I  t r i ed 

t o r eas o n wi t h t hem. I  t o l d t hem about  t he s a c r i f i c e s on t he o u t s i d e . I  f e e l  

you j u s t  hav6 t o be h ar s h . 1 c i t ed t he c as es of  peopl e who had been moved f r om 

t hei r  homes f o r  muni t i o ns p l an t s and b e î  s u r p r i s ed i f  t hey hav en t  go t t en 

t he money f or  t hei r  homes y e t . 

I  c l a i m t hat  p r a c t i c a l l y none of  t hem wo ul d haV6 commi t t ed ac t s of  sabot age«** 

i  

\ Her e Mr . Sh e l l y got  o f f  on t he s ub j ec t  of  t he p l i gh t  of  t he Un i t ed St at es 

) a f t er  December  7 . 

" I  d o n ' t  t h i nk t her e i s any ar gument  i n t he wo r l d t hat  wi l l  c onv i nc e t hem. 

I ' m not  sur e t hat  you d o n ' t  b e l i t t l e y o u r s e l f  i n t hei r  eyes i n t r y i ng t o c onv i nc e 

t bs m. A n you c an do i s t e l l  t hem t o t h i n k . 

I  j u s t  wonder  t h i s : How many of  t he peopl e go i ng t o Tul e I #k 6 ar e not  moire 

J apanes e t han Amer i c an . Most  of  t he hear i ngs I  s at  on t he peopl e wer e mor e 

J apanes e t han Amer i c an . They may f i t  our  Amer i c an s t andar ds of  l i v i ng but  t hey 

ar e p r e t t y c o ns t i t u t ed n a t u r a l l y t o l i ve i n J a p a n . 

The ones t hat  r e a l l y wor r y me ar e t he ones who t h i nk and ac t  A mer i c an . The 

c ommi t t ees I  have been on h av et r i ed p r et t y har d t o make t hem s ee . T hey hav6 been 

r a i s ed i n t he Amer i oan way and s o eak t he Amer i c an l anguage. Many of  t hem s ai d 

i t  i s n ' t  t he q ues t i o n of  d i s l o y a l t y . T hey ar e n eu t r a l . But  u n f o r t u n a t e l y t her e 
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has t o be a c h o i c e . Mi l l i o n s of  peopl e i n t he Un i t ed St at es ar e j u s t  as l a c k ad a i s i c a l  

Go i ng t o J ap an , I  t o l d t hem, w i l l  be p r e t t y t ough and l a s t i n g . 

I  j u s t  f e e l  we ' v e been t oo doggone ao o l o get i o f o r  t he mi s t ak es t hat  have been 

made. ;e made ;as v o l unt ar y as i t  was humanl y p o s s i b l e . ,j- here was r es i s t anc e 

wher ev er  t hey we n t . I t  had t o be c o mpul s o r y . Many have had a p r e t t y t ough t i n e . 

They have l os t  t hei r  money . On t he ot her  hand, t her e ar e l ot  mor e who ar e l ot  

bet t er  o f f  t han t h ey ' v e ever  b een . 

The t h i ng t hat  wo r r i es me i s t hat  t he t r eat ment  t hey w i l l  get  i n J a p a n . I t  

i s n ' t  go i ng t o be t he J a p a n e s e ' s f a u l t . I t  i s go i ng t o be our  f a u l t . T h e y ' l l  

bl ame u s . 

So I  r ea l l y f e e l , x " l f  you d o n ' t  want  t o be Amer i c ans , we l l , He l l  go t o J ap an " 

but  I  r e a l i z e t he danger  t o Amer i oa i n t hat  p o l i c y . These ar e t he most  danger o us 

peopl e t o send bac k t o J a p a n . But  I  t a l k t o peopl e f o r  mi nut e a f t e r  mi nut e t o 

make some at t empt  t o get  t hem t o under s t and what  t hey ar e get t i n g i nt o and not  

j u s t  beo aus e t hey ar e mad. 

You t h i nk t hey wi l l  have anot her  c hanc e t o change t hei r  mi nds at  Tul a out  
i/ 

t her e w i n be so much p r es s ur e t o bear  t hat  t her e wo n ' t  be a o n e . 



Se gr egat  i %n 

I T H g r a v e » ^ m m m e a s m m m 

�i s s '̂ b u t 't « �r eas or ì f r bi vne's .̂ "/ r  . G r a ^g ^d f * I r �.- eased ne 

as ho v i  g an unus ua l l y unb i as ed a t t i t u de t owar d t he r  e pa t  è i a t  o r  s_ j xnd ^^e r r̂ e o i Wt  

i l  ( x T o i  

i '«- 44MM»Mr ai ui MMU)bhe ev ac u ees . He r emar ked i n t he c our s e of  our  oiwwfe.r- safciUT1 t hat  

m ¿ 1 y ear s oi  exper i enc e as a po l i c eman , he has never  m m * i n as o r der l y and 

c o o per at i v e communi t y as t h i s . 

F r om h i s i mpr es s i o ns of  t he i n t er v i ewi ng i n wh i c h he had a p a r t , he d e l i n ea t ed 

t hr ee d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s of  r e p a t r i a t e s : Ki bei f l Whose i n t er e a t s / ^^m ^m i i j  ̂

I j j f hose wi ves .̂mat  o h i l d r e n ^4 M M r t É M n n « H » f a t her ŵwJ  mot her , or  b r o t h e r  ̂

ar e i n J a p a n r / f h e y ar e al o ne i n t he Un i t ed St at es f̂ f l f l  n a t u r a l l y f e e l  l o y a l  t o 

J apan ând want  t o r e t u r n . ( 2 ) Those who ar e b i t t e r  over  ev ac u a t i o n , 

r e f u s e c ooper at e wi t h t he Un i t ed St at es bec aus e t hey wer e d i s c r i mi n a t ed aga i ns t  

as enemy a l i e n s . ( 3 ) A mi s c e l l aneo us gr oup c o n s i s t i n g of  weak er  peo p l e who have 

e i t h er  been swayed by r ep at r i a t i ng f r i en d s or  p u l l ey a l o ng i n a c r o up t r end t owar d 

»i  ^¿ U 

r e p a t r i a t i o n ĵ M l I I I f . ar e o l d and ar e r et u r n i ng t o J apan t o d i e . They ar e not  

s t r ong e i t h e r  wa y . I t  i s not  a ques t i o n of  l o y al t y or  d i s l o y a l t y wi t h t hem. 

Gr av es an t i c i p a t ed no t r o u b l e , i le s a i d , "Ther e w i l l  be ar gument s among peopl e 

pr o and c on and o c c as i o na l l y t hey w i l l  get  emo t i o n a l . ? But  he a l s o s a i d he has 

c hannel s by wh i c h he c an t e l l  when t r oubl e i s c omi ng and as f a r  as a l l  i nd i c a t i o ns 
s how, t h i ngs ar e p r et t y q u i e t . 

He ment i oned t hat  h i s commi t t ee sent  about  t he u s u a l  per c ent age t o s eg r ega t i o n . 

About  20% was de l ega t ed t o gr o up 3 f o r  ano t her  h ea r i n g . Thes e wer e t he peopl e aboi t  

whom t he commi t t ee had d o u b t , «f t  of  t he peopl e who had nnswer ed "n o " had not  

s i gned up e i t her  f o r  r ep a t r i a t i o n or  e x p a t r i a t i o n . 



one / ¿ ^/ / C auc as i an , Mi ss I anoast er , the mi ssi onar y who tes spend 

t went y year s i n J apan, vo oe concer n over the f at e of  the K i be i  

goi ng to J apan. 
A f ew S o l e n t  K i b s t  w h � w e r a i n t e r v i e W ( J  o o n v i n a a d e v e n 

r o w n t h a t  ̂ ^ ^ t a ^ m m m i  v i o l e n o 9 

a n d r i 0 t s 0 X p r e s s 8 d � 1 * « « -  a t i mor ous J a p a n e s e 

W a s I ' r t ^v U L A  ̂ -

P " S ' " t e d t h ° « " P o i n t  of  t h . mo*t  a p a t h e t i c 

of  t he i n t er v i ewer s I  s h . n pr es ent  t h , a l r a 0s t  v e r b a l  r emar ks of  

of  t he l es s s y n t h e t i c . Mr . Sh e l l ey c oul d pr obabl y be p l a 0 9 d i n 

t he mi ddl e He i e . b u s i n e s s m 8 n a t r f  ? 6 f cg  ̂  ̂  ̂

ev ac u ees . I  i n t e r v . wd Mr . Gr av es , t he head ofl  I n t e r n a l  Sec ur i t y 

out  of  per s o nal  c u r i t o s i j , I  i nt er v f c wdd Roger s , s t r i * l and and 

W H M « 1 Mi s s But t ar f  i e I d because t h s i r  . �  ̂ h a ( J  

W W W r eoommended souoh a aar ge M M M m i  M M U U W / 

number  of  peopl e f o r  s egr egat i o n . E M r i o k > w h o , / / ^ W a o o o f l d i n g t � 

t hose who f o l l o w Wo l t eR ' s pr  i nc i ap ; i s t h . n o s t  a � t i . e v a o U e 9 ^ d � a 1 

 ̂ s er ve a s a n i n t er v i ewi er  was f o r t uan l y i n Roger s o f f i o . U m 

M f / H / nat ur a l l y assumed t hzt  I  woul d be f m � , j  * v. 
w i a De v er y gl ad t o hear  what  ha 

had t o s ay . I  showed pr oper  ap p r ec i a t i o n . 

i n i n t er v i ewi ng t hes i r t f i v i dual s  ̂ J l a i d o n  ̂

i ndel i o at e gener o s i t y . X c onv i nc ed t h 9 m  ̂ � r ay  ̂ ^  ̂

- t  he compl et e unl es s I  made an hones t  a t t e . p t  t oshow bot h s i des of  t he 

P i o u t r e . I h . y ag r eed a « spoke f r e e l y a n d , wi t h t he p o ^b l , e . c . ^ n o f  

St r i c k l and who w q s a b i t  bagy , q u i t 9 h o n 9 s t ] y . 



I  have had ex t en ded c o nv er s a t i o ns wi t h s ev er a l  of  t he 

commi t t eemen who mi ght  be eo ns i der ed o ut s t andi ng f o r  t hei r  r eas o nabl e 

nnd s y pat het i c at t i t ude / / / / t owar d t he ev ac u ees . 

They t o ok., t hei r  t as k s Ver y s e r i o u s l y and a l l  wer e i mpr es s ed wi t h 
^d i g n i t y 

t he ho nes t y , s i nc er et y Bfi  c har ac t er  showed by many of  

t he ev ac uees i n t e r v i ewed . Soros s uo po s ed l y har d headed bu s i n es s men 

dev el o ped a c h a r a o t e r i t i o a i l y ŝ o c i a l  -  wo r k e r ' s a t t i t ude i n yltf  

t h e i r  c o nc er n over  t he f a t e of  c e r t a i n of  t he N i s e i  who w / / / / 
w r  

had s a i d NO- Wo M N H M M M U i W / W W as a p r o t e s t s ga i ns t  

i n j u s t i c e and wer e r e f u s i n g t o c h an ge , * <W/ / Sev e r a l  s uc h 

wer e r ef us ed s egr egat i o n / by t he 

c o m m i t t e e s l M / M 4 4 %m M i / M t i / t t MH/M ^ V & m m »i y -

r\ e mar ks 

e ^ ^ S S * * ! H t i M i 4 i i M 4 abcu t  "t he poor  k i d̂ s who d o n ' t  know 

ll  

what  t h e r y ' r e d o i n g , my d e a r , wer e exp r es s ed by some of  t he 

f emal e s t a f f  member s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t hose vh o had been i n 

c l o s e c ont ac t  wi t h some p ar t i c u l a r  a b l e , oharr j i  ng N i s e i  who had 

pr o v en t o be an adamant  nNO- No . '*Why , t h ey ' r e a l l  Ame r i o a  ̂ < What  

w i l l  t hey do when t hey get  t o J apan? I  c a n ' t  under s t and t h em. " 

M / Mr . 

Sh e l l ey , t he head of  t he Communi t y E n t e r p r i s e s , 

was p a r t i c u l a r l y c onc er ned about  t hehar m t hat  t hese Amer i c an-  t r a i ned 

J f p anes e c u I d do i f  t hey wer e a l l o wed t o go bade t  o t  he o r i ent  . a 

\ Uf eh"' ' t m t̂ h r n^m� I  shoul d l i k e t o s ugges t  t hat  t h i s a t t i t u de i mi gh t  " 

be an u n c o n s ô u s pr o t es t  aga i n s t  t he a b a n d o n men t  o f  Amer i c an 

c u l t u r e by i n d i v i u da l s whom t he t̂ e H ^ H i H ^ i  'ifft  

t ĵ  

T 

had come t o r e g a r d as 

e n t i r e l y Amer i o an i n at t i t ude a n d u p b r i n g i n g . 4 H Î H H H / 

amut i /Mi mu MHmMM/t t mï i /i MWt t / t̂ t  rmi  n ^t  i 0 n 

of  t hese Ni  s e i  t o s t and b ' t h e î  ans wer s i  " i nJ ni i i i f  T \ i  \ m*\  1. L - . j  

i n s u l t , , ' ĥ es e Cauc as i ans r egar ded t hem as s u f f i c i e n t l y d o s e member s 

° f  % e r i ° S R S 0 0 i 8 t y t 0  ̂ * > � » t h . . b a o k i n t 0 t h c î o l d X hear d o nl y 



S i n e I  have had l i t t l e o ppo r t un i t y t o make f r i e n c J s w i t h 

p er s o ns who ar e r ep a t r i a t i n g and s i * e bo t h r ep at r i a t es and "No - Ho s " 

ar e h es i t an t  about  d i s c u s s i n g t hei r  i deas , v . � wi t h J apanes e f r i e n d s 

- b l e s s w i t h a  ̂ T  ̂ n o t   ̂ g e t  ^  ̂ f i r s t  ^  ̂  ̂

^ ^ i m m n H m m m m m t W H m i / t o w h a t  t he 

per s o ns under went  t h e s . / ^ i  ̂ i n t e r v i 9 w s t h o u g h t  o f  ̂

t r ea t men t . Ho wev er , X r e o e i v e d r a p 9 a f c a d  ̂ ^  ̂ ^  ̂

t hat  M / W W W W H , V / i n gen er a l  p e o p * t h o u g h t  » . � .  ̂ _ 

- i n g hand l ed v er y f a i r l y . Hobody v o i c ed any p a r t i o u l a r  Q o m p I e i n t  ̂

t hat  was r epeat ed t o m a . I h � 0 0 f f l r a m . e s ^  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂

t h e i r  b e s t . 

I  have v er y good r eas o n t o b e l i W^t h a t  t h i s ^ M / i  

� - H o y of  g i v i ng t he W »No- Hos« ev er y r eas o nabl e 

c hanc e t o a V i d s eg r egat i o n and ev en r e f u s i n g s eg r ega t i o n t o some 

M m . - TWI i  1 l l j p j m n N i s e i ^ ^ S r eques t s ^  ̂

'¿f i î m-  �-  jii  n'Ofi'ig * f t  
iji  - u . I  was t o l d bv a*» r',*nam -

* imfjiuiti<4w member  of  t he 

admi ni s t r at i ve s t a f f  t hat  S f l  B s n r a t t  g o t  t o w o f  H �  ̂ _ 

a gr eat  d e a l  of  t r o ub l e and t hat  i f  t he news l eak ed out s i de t he oamp 

H M U / M i U m m M M M M H m t o t he Amer i c a p b l i c  U 

- » I d "p o s i t i v e l y r a i s e h e l l . " Of  t h . u t t � ^  ̂ z  ̂

s t udp i d  ̂ o r  h ,  ̂ � p r e f e r r i n 5  ̂ i g n o r a ^  ̂  ̂

- h , o h he d i s app r o v es but  i s t oo l a Z y t o do any t h i ng a b c u t . Ha t t e r s 

m n smoot h« l y , a f t e r  a n t- u. � , 
i X i X , t 3T a i l , and t he i n t er v i ewi ng i s 

a l l  o v e r . 

" t h 8 » » f « " « * . « c o mbi nat i o n . T | J , p , , � l n 

� . n e i t h e r  B ^n e t t  nor  t he . e n t ^e n c o nc er ned know any t h i ng about  t h i s 

BUt  w t e n one c o n f e r s t h e & t T t h e g r a p j _ v i n e i t i s 

Qer t a i n t hat  t hey wi l l  f i r r i  out  e v e n t u a l l y . 



3 . 

h e s i t a t e d t o put  t he bl o c k t r ans f er s i n t h i s Do s i t i o n s i nc e he f e l t  t hat  t he 

peopl e i n gener a l  do not  t r us t  t he bl ocf c manager s » 

I n t he cour se o f  d i s c us s i ng t he r umor s p r ev a l ent  among t he 

ev a l c u ees I  r r ent i  ned t hat  I  had hear d t he s i l l i e s t  s map l es . f r o m Caus as i an a 

Wo l t er  became ^ m and; t h a t / ? ? , he c o ul d f i nd out  who w a s  ̂

W wor r yi f t f t - t hat  

M t / M H t hey wer e goi ng t o l o s e t h e i r  j o b s bec aus e c î r .n J j W&j f oLn fT tiur- Afe. 

j  LApru- -̂  J  ' 
a j ^ l f M  ̂ he' f / l s ee t hat  t hey s o o n had no j o b t o wo r r y a b o u t . 

I n c i d e n t a l l y , an a r t i c l e des i gned t o s t op t hes e r umor s appear ed on t he 

f r o n t  page o f  Shat  d a y ' s news papey V/ Ov v i o us l y t he H 4 4 H H admi n i s t r a t i o n 

was k eep i ng i t s e l f  i <j t t /H1H44$H4H4/ t o l e r ab l y wed l  i n f o r med as t o 

t he p e o p l e ' s a t t i t u de t xr d was at t empt i ng to r eas s ur e t h e m. The a r t i c l e 

. \  fj  
po i n t ed out  t hat  over  a mi l l i o n dol l ar s wo r t h of  f o o d s uupp&es * b e r a i ed 

i n Gi l a t o f eed ot her  c e b̂ e r s , t h a t  da i r y W H / O / t  s t oc k her ds w i l l  be 

i n c r eas ed and t hat  dy hy dr at i o n o f  f i ood on a l ar .ge s cal e has b een 

a u t h o r i z e d . I t  a l s o ¡poi nt ed out  t  hat  ap p r o p r i a t i o ns have been 

gr ant ed by t  he Congr es s budget i ng f f i l a t f i or  t he f i s c a l  y ear  end i ng 

J u l y , 1944. I t  po i nt ed out  t hat  t he s o ho o 1 pr ogr am i s bei ng b u i l d -

up , l abo r a t o r i es and gymnas i ums ar e bee i ng added and t t et  v ac ant  s t a f f  

appo i nt ment s ar e Vei ng c o n t i n u a l l y f i l l e d . I t  ended wi t h t he s t at ement  

t hat  YfRA i s commi t t ed t o t he car e o f  peo 1e who wi s h - o r e î r i i n i n t he 

c ef c t er s . 

How much e f f e c t  t h i s p r i n t ed d e n i a l  of  r umor s w i l l  have I  do not  

k no w. I t  i s my i mpr es s i on t hat  peopl e ar e not  q u i t e so r e s t l e s s as 

t hey wer e a f ew weeks ago but  a r e r at her  ma i n t a i n i ng a w a t c h f u l , wa i t i n g 

a t t i t u d e . ¿A ,̂ ^v - ^T * U ^ ¿ U u Z L * "7u.n * 



t t  *4 
HFavi ng b r  ught  t he i r  r ec o r ds i nt o some order- \  

J t k. -  w f * he a d mi n i s t r a t i o n r  

pr odeedf c l f  wi t h t he soedul e o f  t he e l abo r a t e l y p r epar ed p l an of 

s e g r e g a t i o n . On A ugus t  7t h t he f i r s t  i n t e r v i ews wi t h adamant  ¿t ^̂ f o 

d a n st ai  l ewer s . 
3 

wer e h e d l d . 1 

i nd Br i  

ô Â wsr w t ypi f y 

dj uexpe* ie.nqe.s.. a d f c b . -  , / H Ì Ì H 4 M ) y j dj  ̂

t o t?be po i n t  o f ; B o t h / wer e 5/ p r es s ed! 

t he obv i ous s i n c e r i t y 

se ve r a 1 t i r ngs 
/ 

,hey 

;/ i  J  

i nt r̂ v3o we d . ( E ac h was expec t ed t o i n t er v i ew s onw t̂ went y i n d i v i du a l s 

but  �ue f f l  a g a i n t o f a u l t y r e c or d i n and l i s t i n g one had o n l y "5y i r ») 

/ < / 7 7 / / / 

. E ac h had 4 M 4 

h o wev er , met  wi t h one or  t wo K i be 5, wh ? had 

wh i c h H i  bo r der ed on i n s o l e n c e . W i W i ' 4 A f i é r  

Br own was not  so sur e t hat  i s o l a t ed i n o i de 

t  oubl e or  v i o l enc e) 
' i  Ĵ wyt  'I 

at  bbe t i Ke cf  s e g r e g a t i o n . 

c t H t t U M f  

B e c h a r a c > e r ^ ^ i c d e a s e n e g b , t O^/ 

"WE l i , i i W j / p ^x k , t s o m e t h i n g s was j p̂ p en i n g , . W_ h a v e f ' t  had 

any ex ¡¿¿Or i ent  a r ^n d her e s i nc e Ma r c l ^  ̂

I  $ oke wi t h Wo I t er  on t he mo r n i ng o f  Hugus t  Sev en t h 1 

He was t ak i ng t he t r emec n̂ous j o b bef o r e hi m v er y s e r i o u s l y , but  

exhuded a sense of  f a i t h t hat  a f t e r  s eg r egat i o n ev er y t h i ng wo u l d go 

mor 6 s mo o t h l y arr i  t hat  t he WRA c o u l d r e a l l y g e t  t o wo r k and go p l ac es 

wi t h t he r e l o c a t i o n cr ogr ar a. A f t e r  t he l o y a l  h ad been s epar at ed f r om 

t he d i s l o y a l " r e l o c a t i o n wo u l d pr oc eed a p a c e . He ment i  ned h i s p l an 

of  M ' i t M J ' M / appo i n t i ng ev ac uee men o f  s t andi ng i n t he communi t y 

t o s er v e as adv i s o r s and as s o i r ees of  i n f o r mat i o n f o r  t hosewho must  

be s eg r eg a t ed . T hes emen, w i l l  t e l l  t he p eo p l e what  t o d o , t e l l  t hem 

wh a t t  o do wi t h t h e i r  p r o p er t y , hovvmuch t hey may t ake wi t h t hem, wher e t hey 

can get  l umber  f o r  c r a t i n g , , t o . H e 3 l a t e d t h R t   ̂



The men wor k ed i n p a i r s , a s s i s t e d by a J apanes e i n t er p r et er  and an 

u s h e r . I  under s t and t hat  a r edo r der , who no t ed down t he r emar ks of  

t he H M H ev ac uee , was a l s o p r e s e n t . 1 w a s i nf o r med by Gor don Br own 

t hat  t hes e men had been hand- pi c k ed f o r  t h e i r  r eas onabl e br oad- mi nded 

a t t i t u d e and t hat  t hey coul d be r e l i ed upon t o do as goal  a j o b a s 

i M / / M i / M I M . ooul d p o s s i b l y be ex pec t ed f r om unt  r a i ndd i n d i v i du a l s . 

Some c onc er n was f e l t  by Wo l t er  osrer  one oommi t t ee -  " 

S t r i c k l a n d and R o g e r s . T h i s c o nc er n was l at er  ^V / V / atoown t o be 

- A j u s t i f i e d s i nc e t h i s c anmi t t ee as s i gned t wo - t h i r ds o f  t hei r  

ev ac uees t o s egr egat i o n as compar ed t o t he s l i g h t l y mor e t han f i f t y 

T h i s w i l l  be d i s c u s s ed i n d e t d i ; l a t e r . 

The o nl y s i g n i f i c a n t  r emar k I  hear d f r om 

Mr . Bennet t  at  t h i s t i rne was one wh i c h ooul d o h a r i t ab l y be 

des c r i bed as d e n s e . 

4 A s mal l  gr oup of  t he Cauc as i an s t a f f  was wafc c h i n  ̂ a game of  

ccr oquet  and d i s c u s s i n g t he p o s s i b l e adv ent  of  t r o u b l e due t o 

i W s eg r eg a t i o n . Sa i d I r . Ben n et t : "We l l , i t ' s about  t i me 

s omet hi ng as hap e n i n g . We h av en ' t  had any exc ei t ement  ar ound 

her e s i nc e Ma r c h . " 



Hav i ng "br ought  t hei r  r ec o r ds i nt o some or der  t he admi n i s t r at e on 

now pr o c eeded wi t h t he 

s egr egat  i o r  

�<rw6 e l abo r a t e l y p r epar ed p l an o f  

d ) 
t  i on^ ! T hè i r  f i m t ask wàfe t o i H H M i J M M / i n t er v i ew t he/ , 

-  -  - j - j .  ̂per s o ns who had ans wer ed t he o o n t r o v er t i a l  mi l i t a r y 

q u es t i o n n a i r e Qu es t i o n s i n t he negat i v e a n d had not  r eques t ed t hat  t hes e 

ans wer s be changed Bef o r e J une 15 . Abo ut  s i x hundr ed ev ac uees wer e 

i n v o l v ed . The obj ec t  of  t he i n t er v i ews was t o det er mi ne whet her  t he 

f W / m ^ H i i i i i H i n d i v i d u a l s c onoer ed wer e t o be s eg r ega t ed / 

m̂Hi mi /mi mi i HHi i /m n̂i wmi mt m̂i /M 

U Î H i Î - H / i t / M / ^ M i Î M or  wer e t o be r ender ed e l eg i b l e f o r  l eave d e a r ®« 

and ev en t u a l  r e l o c a t i o n , r f r f yt y Si nc e t hes e f i r s t  i n t er v i ews wer e v er y 

b r i e f , any o « a , wer e t o 

be r e l ega t ed t o a s pec i al  gr oup and gi v en a s ec ond mor e t ho r o ugh 

i n t e r v i e w. I  was i nf o r med t hat  t he i n t er v i ewer s wer e not  s uppos ed t o 

ar gue wi t h t he ev ac uees , nor  at t empt  t o ohange t h e i r  mi n ds . Ho wev er , t h i s 

p o l i c y was i gno r ed i n a c o ns i der ab l e numb«r  of  c as es wher e A v̂ r s j L . 

e s p e c i a l l y o o ns c i ent i c u s commi t t eemen went  t o gr eat  pa i ns t o t r y t o o o nv i nc e C j u ĵ l  ̂

I n s ev er a l  c as es 
t U4UNWt t  wmmt unu Ni s e i  t o ohange t he i r  mi n d s . 

c ommi t t ees ,r ecommended t fo t  t hese i n d i v i d u a l s be den i ed s egr egat i o n» v k 0 

( / V A ^^^v v c a i f 'TZM/ ¿f t  i w X O * 

M Some s t a f f  member s wer e as t o n i s hed t o see bef o r e t hem y oung ev ac w ee 

/ o f f i o e -  ̂ J t p whom t hey had s pok en W al mos t  ev er y day.f pr f t v'r &er  s u s p e c t * * t hqr  

^ e m p l o y e e s ? M M U M / H M U M M / M M / W M / M / W M W M / M / D 

wer e No - No s . " Though t hey had never  been t o J apan,yt f t r nf  r ef us ed t o change 

nm m / m m / m t i m w i i N w 

t h e i r  a n s we r s , s t a t i g t hat  t hey wer e ans wer i ng "Wo" as a pr o t es t  a g d i n s t  

t he i n j u &t i o e of  t h e i r  t r eat ment  as c i t i z e n s and aga i n s t  r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e . 

(The ev ac uee l e t t er s r eq ues t i ng c hanges , exp r es s t hes e s ent i ment s so we l l , 

t hat  i t  i s not  nec es s ar y t o t M / f H ' W r e l i s t  t hem h e r e . ) 

When , ho wev er , per s ons wer e out s pok en a bau t  «fehai r  des i r e t o r et u r n t o 

J a P s ">/ f t h 8T ^wt  u p l ac e Aon t he s egr egat i o n l i s t  w 
( 2 4 / ^J U -  ̂

s i t a t i o n . 

 ̂ �  ̂
The{ member s of  t he i n t er v i e i ng oommi t t eeswer e o a r e f u l l y s e l o o t ed 

 ̂ w Cm Ĵ L̂X 

by Wo l t e r . Eac l ŵas s uppos ed t o i n t er v i ew some t went y i n d i v i du a l s 

but  due t o f a u l t y r eo o r di ng and l i s t i n g one commi t t ee had onl y t en , 
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change to a�- q f t f i . j wwi w- nynd obser ve how suoh ratters wer e managed. 

My assi gnment consi st ed of spendi ng a day t r j i i ng t o ij»fc t he j  l i st of appl i cant s 

f or r epat r i at i on and the l i st of t hose who had answer e "Nd 'Vand had not 

fa hanged t hei r mi nds si nce J ul y l ^V 'c omp le te and oor r eot . Son- « of the 

r ecor ds were i n a depl or abl e mess. Those appTi nrnt ôns aooept ed by 

Fr eei and s predeoessor /'- f t er e par t i c ul ar l y i naoour at e. The W/ t f / wor k WHS 

compl i cat ed by the ft* ct tftiat onl y about t hr ee- f our t hs of the appl i c at i ons 

f or r epat r i at i on wer e avai l abl e at Gi l a; the r emai nder hod been made to 

the Spani sh oonsul  andwer e i n Washi ngt on. However , wi t h the ai d of 

a consi der abl e st af f of J apanese ol er i oal  hel p the l i st s ware f i nal l y 

br ought i nto some or der . 

f a , ( A o Lj l  c^̂ j Z î  -̂ ¿- t Vi  'd\  K 

Aj l  ̂ ¿ f i f̂ c y ^ W A y I  WJ L A * | ^U - U L X d K QJ i J Ûp T̂" 

q ' u -  On l y t hey f t j / j f / / wer e des t i r e d f o r  T u i e l a k e * M M / t M / M M M / 

^ J  ̂ i  yf yt y T h e f a t e 0 f  t h 0 S Q w h o h a d ¿ f y t f t f  app l i ed a f t e r  J u l y 1 was 

\  i i i i HJ i SHUi 1i t / t i * i t ,//// W4/\  i t t t H$/4 f a j A /̂ a / j A b f a / 8 / 5 / 5 / s / 

unk no wn, a n d bei ng unk nown, gave r fose t o a t r emendous amoommt  of  r umo r . 

Thds gr oup was t o be sent  t o T ex a s , or  t o A r k ans as ( d i r e f a t e ) or  

t o Ma n z a n a r . Tut  t i e and Wo I t er  wer e q u i t e per t ur bed over  t hese r umor s and 

T u t t l e 1 d i d t h e i r  o r i g i n t o pr o - ax i s g r c u p s . Had he p a i d mor e a t t en t i o n 

t o t he r umor s c ur r  ent  among t he Cauc as i an s t a f f  he woul d have 

r e a l i z e d t hnt  wo r r y , a n x i e t y , i gnor anc e and p r o babl y s t up i d i t y W/ t / r f t / 

i i i l / M M H / i H H / M / ' M W wer emf ar  mor e po t ent  c aus es t han 

any amount  of  f i f t h ool umn a o t i v i t y * He a c t u a l l y made an at t empt  t o 

t r aoe t hem bac k t o t hei r  s o u r c e . Need l es s t o s a y , he d i d not  s uc o eed, 





A r̂ ZS'Por s 

War and Evacuation 

It has been one year and ten months since two 

great powerful nations, American and Japan, entered th e 

Second World War. None of us would believe, or had expect ed 

Japan to enter this war against America, Befor entry of this 

war, I was worrying about the international situation 

because the freindship of two great nations was suddenly 

taking step toward a crisis, I believe the abandonment of 

commercial treaty was one of the most serious steps, 

I had hoped that when the Japanese peace envoy 

arrived to the capital for peace negotiation and exchange 

of mutual understanding on the matter, it might turn o ut 

to a better situation but that hope and dream were suddenl y 

perished when Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, 

At the time of Pearl Harbor attack, I heard the 

majority of people were talking about fifth column activ-

ities on the Pacific Coast and also I read so often re-

garding the same facts in the newspapers, giving them 

warning, I, myself would not like to see the American c on-

tinent facing a second Pearl Harbor because it will be 

the most dangerous disaster for national security and th e 

rest of the American people. 

Right after Pearl Harbor attack, the public 

rapidly watched every inch of our movements with the mo st 

suspicious and doubtful eyes. I believed the public and 

government thought there were a number of Japanese 



secret angencies operating in the island of Hawaii at the 

time of the attack, and helped them out to a successful 

raid. Not only that but also, the public and federal gover -

nment had to take deep consideration for the Japanese 

situation in California, because California's Pacific C oast 

is too vital for the maintenance of national defense and 

where numbers of military installations have been establ -

ished and operating. 

Under such circumstances, I believed the 

situation of Japanese on the pacific coast was very grave 

and it might have become a threat to the maintenance of 

national defense and for the security of democracy. After 

a thorough study of these critical problems and what I had • 

observed from the public, I believed the govenment and 

military authorities had reached a final decision on how to 

prevent nation and to relieve the public from these serious 

problems in the best conduct. 

There was only one way to choose for the settl-

ement of this critical situation. Whether, Japanese coul d 

stay in the vital military defense area or not was the 

big headache. The best way to conduct and settle this 

problem was to oust those Japanese from the restricted 

militaty zone. By means of doing it, the nation will rem ain 

in security, guard itself from the enemy and be able to 

maintain war policy for the final victory. The resolutio n 

of this diffecult problem finaly appeared as a mass Japa nese 

evacuation from the pacific coast to inland states. 
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So far as I observed and believed on the movement 

of mass evacuation, and from my point of view, it was un-

avoidable. Strategically, it must be done to secure the 

nation's sefeguard, regardless of its circumstances and 

facts. It could not help doing that for us while the natio n 

is facing tremendous danger from the potential enemy. 

As I thoroughly studied this whole complecated 

situation, I have a little doubt and feeling that the eva-

cuation could not had been done by strategically but also 

there might had been the involving of the priciple of rac ial 

prejudice. I believed the force evacuation was the fesu lt of 

it, including 75,000 loyal Japanese American citizens. La ter 

on the effect of evacuation was shown on the day of milita ry 

registration. Furthermore, this military registration h as 

influenced some for the present resettlement program, whic h 

depends upon the way the questions have been answered? 

Prom my point of view, judging this stressed 

national stand point, the military authrities had to do this 

strictly 

on the basis of strategical point, as I said before. 

However, only one thing I have remained deeply in my heart 

and I have been kept thinking ever since this evacuatio n tooK 

place is the movement of 75,000 loyal Japanese American b orn 

citizens. I shall never be able to understand the necessi ty 

of such a movement, because at the time of Pearl Harbor 

attack, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and other goven-

ment agencies had arrested what they considered the mos t 
0 i nt ends r a c i a l  p r e j ud i c e and not  a my mi l i t a r y n ec es s i t y was a 

f ac t o r  i n e v a c u a t i o n . 
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dangerous element. 

For this reason, I believe the rest of the 

majority Japanese including 75,000 American citizens are 

harmless, faithful, and diligent. But, since we had the 

military registration we were classified into two major 

groups. One is known as loyal and other as disloyal. As a 

matter of convenience, the people cf at the centers hav e been 

calling them "yes men" and "no men". 

The evacuation, military registration and resett-

lement program have beenso closely related to our pres ent 

living that we are not able to consider them separately.^ 

The evacuation had brought us into the most tragic and 

miserable situation/^ in our lives as citizens of Ame rica. 

In addition the movement has completely ruined our home , 

properties, happiness and the neglect of respected civ il 

rights. Futhermore, it has taken away freedom and comp letely 

isolated us from the rest cf world. 

h i s i sa most  s i g n i f i c a n t  r emar k . 



I shall never "be able toforget the day we 

entered the Assembly Center.  I  still remember very clearly 

the day we arrived which was quite late in the evening. 

We were marched toward the camp under the guard of militar y 

police, as if we were prisnors of war. There we had to sta y1 

the most darkest three months under the constant watch  of 

heavy military guard.  I  truly realized how war is so mis-

erable for human beings. 

Three months later we were ordered to move to 

another inland center known as Relocation Center. Since  we 

came to Relocation Center, we are having a little more 

enjoyable and happier lives as compared with those gloomy 

three months in Assembly Center. In the midst of our te rrible 

busiest time in arranging home and making furniture, we  had 

to face a most important military registration which was 

extremely irretating and exciting to the public and reache d 

to the boiling point. Owing tothe military registratio n, 

some of the families really got into trouble ana became 

divided in opinion. 

It seemed to me there were considerable mis-

understanding and contradiction among Japanese concer ing the 

military registration and evacuation, which was related 

closely as rights of Japanese American citizenship. I  could 

not understand thoroughly and the worth of the necessit y of 

military registration, because I felt we had never been 
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treated as if we were citizens of America within the 

barbed wire fence. Not only that but also our freedom and 

rights have completely ruined which was the life line of 

democracy. Of course, legaly and constitutionally we sha ll 

remain as citizens. As a matter of fact, I do think we shal l 

never be able to remain as citizens as long as present 

gloomy lives continue. We feel always as if we were treated 

as prisnors of war. 

With regard to military registration, I shall 

have to express my opinion frankly. As I look back to earl y 

evacuation to Assembly Center, I thought we were no longer 

remaining as citizens of America. Because the rights as 

citizens have.completely been infringed and distrusted as 

citizens. In view of these facts, I thought we shall have 

no longer the duties and opportunities as a citizen for  the 

duration. However, at the time of registration, I found ou t 

i  

we are still lojral American citizens. Therefore, they said 

we shall have the duty to serve the country. 

In democracy, I believe with sincerity that 

people love freedom and respect it. People are created 

equaly and have the same privileges. I have been in Americ a 

exactly eleven years and I love with all my heart the bea uty 

of democracy. I have learned and am deeply impressed with 

the worth  cf  democracy arid, how valuable it is for people  who 

love freedom. As I studied carefuly the history of America , 

I  c o u l d easily understand that America has been fighting for 

has a c o ns i der ab l e penc hant  f o r  i r o ny , wh i o h i s ver y appar ent  when 

one c o nv er s es wi t h h i m. I t  i s d i f f i c u l t  f o r  hi m t o expr es s i >r  

g r ac e f u l l y i n E n g l i s h . 
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democracy, freedom, and people. But do you think we hav e 

democracy and freedom within the barbed wire fence? If yo u 

take freedom from us, we can no longer remain as American 

citizens. There shall not be existing the rights of citize ns. 

Because our country is a free country, freedom. I have be en 

living as one free man of a free country arid our freedom 

shall not be fear from the enemy. If our freedom has been " 

infrirged, we  fifal  shall fight for it wi&h all power. 

Of course, I would like to serve and contribute to 

the country so that I could feel at least we have some pri-

vileges. But the result of military registration, I had to 

abandon these privileges and opportunities because I di d not 

gave them favourable.answer. There is only one thing I want 

to make myself clear to everyone is to not misunderstand 

that I gave an unfavourable answer, because someone thinks 

I hate to go to war and to be kill. That is not my reason. 

I am not that much of a yellow coward. 1 

Prior to PearlHarbor, thousands of our Japanese 

Americans have been drafted by the National Selective 

Service Law. Ever since this horrible murdering war br oke 

out^ they have been playing the most vital role in defendir g 

their country all over American war theater. Showing the 

most remarkable, excellent performances and conducts - our 

thousands cf friends of Japanese American soldiers are  figh-

ting for democracy, freedom and people. Not only defend ing 

himself from tremendous dangerous potential enemies b ut 

also they are fighting for their coming generation, to b ring 

T h i s i s , n ev e r t h e l es s , an i mpor t ant  f ac t o r  i n t he r eaj j uest s f o r  

s e g r e g a t i o n , p . 
F i ve y ear s ago most  Amer i oans spoke o f  war  as "h o r r i b l e and mu r d e r i n g " 

F or  r eas ons wh i c h I  s h a l l  not  a t t e n d t o a n a l y z e , t h i s at t i f l ude i s not  



them into hopeful, better, and happier future. At scream ing, 

bloody, and brutal battle front they are willing to sac ri-

fice thire lives if the nation need it for security. 

On the home land, those who are working at vital 

national defense factories realized how important our h ome 

front is. Our home front is just as important as well as 

those who are fighting at the battle field. ÏÏvery defense 

worker women, and children are helping in the war efforts 

far final victory. What we do and think v/ill help directly 

or indirectly and will highly influence the mornl and 

fighting spirit of those who are overseas. 

We shall have to give them the feeling that we are 

doing our part at war industries, agriculture, and admi ni-

stration. We shall have to give them the feeling that we are 

given full opportunities in defending nation, the prote ction 

of our rights, and the security of our families. We shall 

have to show them our cooperation, unity, and the dete r-

mination. We should not let them have to worry and fear 

about our home front so that they could fight with the 

fullest energy and power to destroy enemy's foot print 

completely from the earth. If we have not been given the 

opportunities, the protection of our rights, and the sec urity 

of our families at home front, how can they fight with t heir 

full power against the enemy? They shall fail spiritualy . 

If the nation and the people want them to fight and win  the 

war, we shall not let them have toy/orry a bit about their 

Co ns i der ed pr oper  no w. Ho wev er , i t  i s s t i l l  men i f es t ed by many of  

t he ev ac uees whet her  t hey ar e s egr eç ees or  n o t . 
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families at home 1 

But, here Is the most momentous and difficult 

problems confronting their families which have deeply i mp-

ressed me to the bottom of my heart. As I said before, our 

thousands of friends of Japanese- American soldiers have 

been demonstrating for us the most excellent, splendid, and 

brlliant abilities in the an armed force. However, as I 

turn my eyes to their families, I really feel sorry for them . 

Thousands of their families's sons are fighting to regai n 

Y 

the rights, privileges, and security. What do they feel a nd 

think when they get furlough and visit th^ir folks at He-

location Center, and see their home surrounded by a barb ed 

wire fence. Of course, their families have been given pro -

tection and security by the gofeefcnment authorities bu t I do 

think none of us want that kind of protection and secur 
without freedom and privileges  D you think their families 

have been granted the same opportunities and privile ges as 

the rest of the American families of a member of armed f orce? 

The majority of their folks are enemy aliens. I do not kno w 

what legal status It is and what connection they do have w ith 

those American rights but I wish America would grant a li ttle 

more opportunities, privileges, and better treatment as 

members of the armed force so that their families reali ze 
? 

what our sons are fighting for. The embroilment of the h ome 

front will bring them Into the most serious national dis-

aster. It will soon greatly effect those who are fighti ng 

Ĥer e we see an ex p r es s i o n o f  t he J apanes e o o nc er n f o r  t he f a mi l y . 

Her e aga i n 0 empl oyes t he i r ony of  whi oh Bte i s so f o n d . 
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on the battle field. It will have been loseing their hope 

for what we are fighting. The collapse of home front will 

mean the collapse of the battle front. I believe, the 

people stand together, cooperative with government, an d 

unity of home front will bring nation into the final vi ctory. 



In regard to the second most important resett-

lement program, I could recall the early evacuation to 

Assembly Center. During the months I was in Assembly Center , 

I thought Japanese alien and Japanese American born woul d 

not be able to go outside except within center until the 

war is over. But, since we came to Relocation Center, th e 

whole situation has changed. We were allowed to go out side 

to relocate upon the investigation of P.B.I, except the 

restricted military zone and be able to find a job through 

out W.R.A. angencies. 

This resettlement program has influenced quite a 

bit of Japanese, particulars, among Nisei. After we have b een 

over year in camp, the majority of Nisei are getting tired 

of the way of camp living and gradually realizing the worth 

of camp life. In fact, this is not a place for us so t hey 

feel they might as well go outside. Ever since the resett-

lement program has proceeded, they have been talking muc h 

about the resettlement and a large number of young peop le 

have been gong for outside employment to the middle eas tern * 

states. But here is the most critical and worst point whi ch 

I have been hearing by some minority grouppregarding reset-

tlement, some of the Niseis are only considering relocat ion 

for amusement, in stead of showing to the public their loyal 

attitude.* This is really discouraging: to me, I do not say 

everyone because in most cases they have been successfu ly 

relocated and doing fine work in various cities. Also the re 

T h i s i d en t i c a l  oompl ai nt  i s hear d f r eq u en t l y f r om t he I s s e i . 0 . as a 

K i b e i  t ends t o i nden t i f y h i ms e l f  wi t h t he c o ns er v at i v e g r o u p . One does 

r r oj ĥear  t he ex p r es s i o n of  c onc er n over  t he s c andnl o us behav i o r  of  N i s e i  

on t he o ut s i de f r om t he o l der  N i s e i  a l y « They h- ve per haps 

f a l l e n mor e t o t he Amer i c an t o l er anc e o f  "f l ami ng y o u t h . " 



is a minority group which have been interfered by the res ult 

of military registration, the way they had answered the 

quations. A few people among this group has been sufferi ng 

because previously desiring to relocate but as the result o f 

registration this minority group had to abandon the hope un-

less they change their decision. 

As far as I can see, this resettlement program, 

has been carried out satisfactory among those who had 

already relocated. Ever since the end of military regis-

tration all residents in the camp, truly realized tha t this 

is no longer a place to live. 1 None of us wants to stay in a 

place like this for life. Everybody is anxious to get out of 

here to some other place where they could get a little mor  e 

comfortable and enjoyable living. W.R.A. and other loca l 

angencies have been trying to help us out to relocate as 

much as possible and want us assume the normal American 

living. 

We have been appreciating the way W.R.A. helped 

us for relocation. Everybody must understand there is  cons-

iderable difficulties confrontirg the large  f ami l i es»a rese-

ttlement as compared with those bachelors and young coupl es. 

In accordance with the evacuation our Japanese had to give 

up agriculture, business, and other various enterprise s. 

This brought us into the most hardest spot to the present 

relocation plan not only that but also at the time of evac-

uation, the majority of them had sold out their vital far ming 

J h i s i s not t r ue. Even I ssei  par ent s of ver y Amer i cani zed Ni s ei are 

i n the gr eat maj or i t y of cases det er mi ned to st ay i n f or the dur at i on. 
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tools very cheaply which are never "be able to buy under 

the present circumstance except those who had vluntar ly 

evacuated to the middle eastern states. Without those 

to&ls the farmers are not able to plough the virgin soil, 

raise vegetables, and produce foods as well as soldiers can 

not fight wighout weapons and with empty stomack. Bes ide 

that large number of evacuaee has spend large amount of 

money ever since evacuation. On account this some mino rity 

group need help badly economically as they desire to re locate 

and start to farm. As you know already, the majority of 

evacuaee are farmers and possess abilities, skill, and e xpe-

rience for agriculture. Without those help, they can not 

hardly relocate and help farm production. 1 

With connection to resettlement, loyalty and 

disloyalty has been highly taken into consideration and 

considerably effecting those who wish to go out and re-

locate. Particulary, those who have been designated as d is-

loyal by W.R.A. is really a big problem. Those who have 

changed to loyal attitude, are being, released upon caref ul 

inquiring and envestigation by the W.R.A. officials. ^ 

Loyalty and disloyalty is a familiar topic among 

the people and it seems tome they love to debate about i t. 

If you analyse the meaning of loyalty and disloyalty,  it 

hardly explains clearly and brifly. In other words, I c an 

not hardly understand what dgree is disloyalty and loyal ty/ 

According to the military registration, I was designate d as 

good ex p r es s i o n cf  a gen er a l  oamp s en t i men t . 

2 
0 , i n t h i s r es p ec t , does not  d i f f e r  f r om most  of  t he Cauc as i an and 

J apanes e r es i den t s i n oamp. 
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L,t)r*ry Per* 

a disloyal citizen by  W.R.A. I swear I did not do that on \ 

purpose. I do not believe and hope the disloyal attitude 

means direct sympathy to the Japanese government, or 

hating American government. Yet, .you are not able to f ind 

or see the real disloyal people among those who are known 

as disloyal. None of themhas ever been arrested on the 

grounds of sabotage or interference of W.R.A. policy sinc e 

we had military registration. None of them has ever been 

trying to organize pro-Japanese activeties and prefer  to 

be Japanese. I feel something deeply in my heart that we 

still have American ideals and thoughts. I believe the 

majority of those who are known as disloyal have the sa me 

feeling. 1 

We are Japanese and Japanese American generation. 

We hereditied our Japanese blood because our ancestors 

were Japanese. I am an American. I am a Japanese American 

because my parents are Japanese. As a Japanese American , 

hot Japanese blood is circulating in my body and I also 

posses American ideals and thoughts J£st as the rest of 

the Americans because I had been educated in America. 

I would not like to throw away our oriental culture. In 

fact, I shall not be able to abandon our hereditied beauty 

of culture as long as we v/ant to remain as Japanese 

American. I never had the intention of not learning the 

beauty of American culture. I have learned the beauty of 

American culture. As long as we want to remain as Japanese 

Americans we must posses the.combination of American an d 

L 

<A n o t e wwt h y ex p r es s i o n of  t he g u l f  wh- doh s epar at es t he ev ac uee and 

admi n i s t r a t i v e po i nt  of  v i ew on l o y a l t y and d i s l o y a l t y . T o t he evac u© e 

M l 1 ^ ? r r \ h a i t ' b 6 h a V e h i m s e l f ' a n d s er ve i n t he ar my 
-  -  pr oper  
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Japanese culture. Without either one of them, we shall 

not be able to remain as Japanese American. I love my 

/-^father country as well as I love my mother country. 

However, under the present circumstances I must choose o ne 

of them, to be American or to be Japanese. 

The great majority of Japanese American had shown 

loyal attitude on the day of military registration. It 

seems to me those who are designated as loyal, prefer to 

be American while those who are designated as disloyal 

prefer to be Japanese. As far as I understood the military 

registration, army authorities asked us answer the quest ions 

with sincerity and swear unqualified allegiance in defen ding 

democracy and freedom from the potential enemies. 

But I hear some people answered those questions 

with consideration for money and property they left i n 

California. The minority group had changed to a loyal 

attitude because they wanted to go outside, because th ey 

had to take care cf the properties and families  J  It is 

perfectly all right to do that but I surely hate the rea sons 

for which they changed. Of course, I would like to have 

money as much as I could because money is a most valuable 

precious thing. But I shall not be able to sell my faith 

and pride as cheaply as that. Sometime people lose life 

because of money. I shall be glad to sacrifice my life in 

what I believe is justice. Money makes properties and makes 

people live happier lives. Money means everything and 

T h i s , I  bel i et oe, i s abs o l u t e l y t woe and may be pr ov ed by an 

exami nat i o n o f  t he l et t er s wr i t t e n by per s o ns d e s i r i n g t o 

change t h e i r  andwer s f r om No t o Y e s . 
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influences our common daily lives. Money distingishes people 

into rich and poor. People are working very hard and fightin g 

for money to live. The various defense workers strike 

because they demand more wages and want better living. I 

really hate to hear people talfckabout money and proper ties 

while thousands Americans and Japanese Americans are fi ghting 

overseas. Do you think they are fighting for money and 

properties? They are only concertrating on fighting t o 

destroy the enemy and to bring peace with them. 1 

" ĥe oppor t uni st i c at t i t ude 0 of many of the evac uees, whi ch 

0 cor r ec t l y poi nt s out i s most r epugnant to hi m. At the t i ne of 

my f i r s t v i s i t he r emar ked, "Most of the f el l ows who changed t hei r 

answer s di d i t beoause t hey want ed t o st ay her e and make money. 

That ' s a l l  most of the J apanese came to t hi s count r y f or anyway. 

Al l  they want i s money, money, money." 
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I must write about the most distingished person 

I have ever met in my past twenty-nine years of life. He 

is a grey haired typical English medical doctor. He is 

well educated, polite and is a possesor of a most disti-

ngished personal charactor. He is the only one who gave me 

freedom, opportunity to study, and the privileges as a 

citizen of a free country. I had stayed with his family 

for eight years and have been influenced and learned a \ 

great deal by his fine charactor and leadership. I c an \ 

hardly express appreciation in words for what he has do ne \ 

for me. He treated me as an equal and a respectable citizen. 

He advised and lead me as though I were his beloved son and 

.1 still feel as if he were my father. I shall never be able 

to forget nor repay him for what he had contributed for  me. 

I deeply asmire him from the bottom of my heart. In spite 

of his kindness and hearty hospitality, I could not give 

the proper answer on the military registration truthful y 

and sincerely. Personally, I shall do anything for him wit h-

in my power, but as I look over our unresolveable circum-

stance, I was not able to give the proper answer that he 

would have liked. 

I believe the principle cause of those who are 

- going to Tulu Lake is mainly depending upon the force eva-  u 

cuation and the result of military registration I read 

one of the military questionier, I really sank to the 

bottom of the ocean and put me on the tough spot. As long as 
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of f  >r , 

Japanese blood is circulating in my body, I was not abl e to 

answer properly because I love my father country as well as 

I love my mother country. I could not give a punch right on 

the nose of either one of them. So you can see what a 

difficult stressed situation we had to face. 1 

He will be disappointed as he hears I am known 

as a disloyal, expatriator and being transfered to Tule 

Lake segregation camp. I hope he will understand my cir cum-

stances and am hoping no matter where I go our friendshi p 

will remain unchanged for ever. 

/ 

ote we l l . 


