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SEGREGATION AT GITA

The WRA policy of segregation which, so far as the evacuees at Gila were
conoerned was asctively initiated on July 20, proceeded in a relatively ordered
and uneventful manner, Except for the unexpectedly large number of applications
for repatriation, the administrstion met with no unantiocipated diffioulties.
After the initial surprise occasioned both by the large number of people who
showed up to verify their signastures at the compulsory interviews of the evening
of July 20 end by the steady stream of additional requests for repatristion which
kept pouring into their unprepared hands during the two weeks immediately following
the 20th, the administrative staff, hesded by Wolter, rallied rapidly and went
about their assigned tasks with fair effioiency. When the magnitude of the task
and the slovenliness with whioch some of the applications were originally recorded
are teken into consideration, it must be admitted that so far the administration
has handled the mechanics of the task capably and has ovoided any major errors
in policy.

In this sccount I shall first present a chronologioal account of events and
then discuss the reactions of the evacuees from evidence hased on the remarks of
many Japanese and on my own observation. Having been in residence here only
eleven days when the [irst overt administrative action was taken, my viewpoint
is confined; had I lived at Gila s few months instead of a few weeks, I would be
in a far better rosition to sense the subtler reactions of the community,., However,
T had the invaluable adventage of possessing the confidence of Mr. Hikida and
Mr. Yahande, the Central Block Manager of Canal, both of whom spoke with absolute
frankness on the sentiments and motives which motivated the repatriates. On the

administretive side T had the coopsration of Gordon Brown who openly discussed

administrative intentions, successes and shorteomings Aas the action prorressed.
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It was most adventageous to have this insight into the intentions of the administratim
and meanwhile bs able to observe evacues reactions and make note of their criticisms.

CHRONOTOGICAL ACCOUNT:

The prospect of segregation had oocupied an imporfknt place in the miids of
the svacuees for many months.,

On July 14 a few days after I had arrived in Gila,Mr. Hikida told me that
the evacuees had been thinking about segregation for a long time, Ever since
Senator Chandler's visit at the first of this vear people had been discussing the
matter. Mr. Bennett's remarks, made after his return from the Project Director s
Conference added fuel to the rumors. For several months, therefore, the prospeot
of segregation, when it would come, and how it would affect people has been causing
concern. 1In recent weeks this conecern had, in some ocases, grown into a great
anxistv. The worry over possible separation of families, whioh I have sinee heard
expressed again and agsin, was frequently corroborated by Mr. Hikida, Yr, Yahanda
and others.

During the week of July 11lth to 17th, I made several attempts to establish
contact with various administrative officisls, feeling obligated to familiarize
myse1f with the funotions of some of the departments and desiring to make the
aoquaintance of the men in charge. Howsver, I was met by an atmosphere of frantio
aotivity. Nobody would ses anybody. Lven the typists were working day and night.
I was told, "We are awfully busy with this segregation." Not another detail was
forthcoming. So I kept my eyes and ears open and worked on other matters.

The first irdication of impending action oame from Tuttle. At a chance

o
" - . s * ’
meeting Tuesday afternoon he revealed that, something big was on tonight. All

persons over 15 years of sge who had requested repatriation were to be granted

Eight spots had been designated

private interviews to verify their signatures.
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as meeting places, five in Butte and three in Canal. Brown, Okuno, Wells, Wolter,
Tuttle, Terry, and three others served as interviewers. Tuttle intimated that
there were several cases in which signatures had heen forged by parents or
husbands trying to get their children or wives to Japan by any method possible,.
He anticipated a hard evening's work end complained about it as usual., But he
had no suspicion that the response would be so great and that so meny people
would eppear, On the contrary, he seemed to be of the opinion that people, in
general, were tending to ocancel their applications for repatriation.

I visited two of the "desiznated places" that evening. One was Canal Rec,
Hall 6., About forty people of all ages were standing about outside the hall or
sitting on the thin lawn. A ypung man was teking down names and giving out
s1ips. The neme of the person desiring an interview and a number was placed
on the slip. A croud of about one hundred people was gathered in and outside of
the Canal administration building. I sat down on a bench. A young, pregnant
Japanese woman next to me asked me if I intended to repatriate, I said that I
was 8 student. I asked her if she intended to repatriate. She said, "My family

' The oroud appeared to be in a

wents to, and what they decide to do, 1'11 do,'
fairly good humor and there was no outward sign of resentment at my presence.

The course of this activity soon became apparent,. The administrative staff
at Gila was preparing to follow the instructions in Myer's memorandum for July
14, where under point one, they were ordered to "rgooncile as quickly as possible
the project records of repatriates and expatriates (who had not retracted their
request prior to July 1, 1943) with the Washington records and to determine the

desires of any members of families who were 1isted as requestion repatriation

on the basis of the statement of the head of the family instead of their own

request .

From geveral reliable Canal informants I have since gathered that the outward

appecrance of calm was far from a true reflection of community sentiment. Wnen
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the block menagers rushed about late Tuesday afternoon attempting to tell a2ll the
affected members in their blocks that they must be interviewed that night, the
community became sxcited and a few individuals becsme panic stricken. One woman
remarked, "The people were sonred stiff. At a time 1like this all the things that
have happened to us come baock, The way the F, B. I. came into houses, tore
everything up, pulled out drawers, in one place, they even tore open the sofa
pillows with rezor blades." This lady is no doubt an emotional individual, but
her statement that many people were alarmed was born out by several more re liablse
informants who indulged in less picturesque lenguage.

Some block managers got no dinner that night, ur. Yahanda, the Central Blook
Manager in Canal, told me that the very suddenness with which the interviewing
was announced and accomplished alarmed many of the people. Their fundamental
and thorough distrust of all WRA policies, their growing fear that they would be
foreced out of the centers into a hostile world whether they liked it or not
(several pebpla mentioned Myer's speech) may have been instrumentai in convincing
some of the potential repatriates who were as yet undescided, that they should
seize upon the comparative safety of segregation. fahanda said that nany bZuse—

ned become convinced that camp 1ife in Tule Iake couldn't be very different
1ife in Gila. They knew what to expect. They chose a future whioh, though it

might be far from ideal, offered = 1ife with which thev were familiar. At

Tule thev would have their families and some of their friends and they would be

in a Japanese community.

o :
It is possible, but bysmeans certain, that if the blook managers had been

given time to approach the people gradually, to explain fully what was zoing
to heppen, this tendenoy to grasp this cartaih, if restrioted safety in Tule

might not heve been so pronounced. Yahanda expressed resentment of the
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administration's lack of trust in the Blook Managers., "How can the people
trust us, how oan we asccomplish anything, if the administration never consults
us about these things?"

After discussing the matter with several other people and observing subseaquent
events I was oconvinced that the suddenness of the order to appear for interviews
was not in itselfﬁ?ﬁportant factor in the volume of new applications which
brought so much surprise and concern to the administration. It is reported that
Hoffmen took this opportunity to hecome very verv annoved with Wolters, blaming
him before other staff members for the umwarranted suddenness of this action.

He is aquoted as threatening to zive Wolter "He11," over the affair. But when
Wolter returned from Denver Hoffman apparently retired without sction.

In the face of the constant administrative attempts to quiet rumor and
panic and, what was no doubt more importent, the absence of any sudden, foreeful
move on the part of the administration, this primary reaction of excited apprehenson
slowly subsided. It is my undocumented guess that the phenomenal haste was partly
the result of the Washington demand for immediate figures on the number of
repatriates and Wolter's idea that if the matter was acoomplished without delay
there would be ng opportunity for the development of group feeling and group
pressure ,

Viewed from the perspective of the passage of a month's time, the surprise
and concern of some members of the administration is amusing., Hoffman, who had
been left in charpge while Wolter and Bennett were in Denver attending the
conference on segregation policy, became cquite perturbed. He finally became so
anxious over the rising tide of applications that he asked Gordon Brown, the
social analyst, for advice. It seems that the administration had been prepared

for a few hundred applicants in both ocamps. Counting all family members almost

fMﬂ4kﬂ apfrBALA Fha ! :
2 thousand /\cowsedess: July g;t Ihe number of applicntions inoreased every day and




Rosalie Hankey
July 29, 1943

6.

by July 29th, the number and mounted to close to 1,600 people from both oamps.
As an evaouec remarked to me with gentle malice on the evening of the 29th, "If
this desire to repatriate holds for all the camps, they're going to have to pet
e bigger place than Tule Iake to keep the people,"”

On the 29th Brown and I agreed that stemming this tide would be next to
jmpossible., If the rush for repatriation was cauged by fear engendered by the
sudden administrative action, the demage had already been done, I am now convinced,

however, that this fear was only e minor factor,

Yet, many people were thoroughly frightensed; almost everyone, whether they
were repatriation applicants or not, was worried, I was personally acquainted
with only one who has asked for repatristion, but several peorle told me that
their friends were terrified. Most of the persons to whom I spoke, Nisei persons
who had of no intention of repatriating and were awaiting the opportunity to
reloonte, were anxious, One told me on the night of July 29th, "When this thing
camé out last Tuesday we all just got paniey." I might add that not a few of the
Ceucasians also were concerned. Rumors to the effect that there would not be
a single person left in comp by the end of the year flew thick and fast. Chance
remarks overheard at the luncheon table were repeated and enlarged.

A typiocal example: “Mr. M. \a fireman) told me that he hed heard that

this camp and Poston would be the first to be asbandoned. I heard some

fellows talking at lunch snd they were saying that they (those meeting

in Denver?) had taken a vote and that thev had all voted against Gila

and Poston. M. thinks these ocamps will @1l be vacated by Jan. 1.

Several Caucasians and some Japaness expressed the fear that this orisis
would bring about another manifestation of physical violenoce or an attempt at mob
yule. I saw no evidence of such a possibility. I am certain tha; the unrest,

worry, and occasional panio inspired by the instigntion of the process of

segregation was a pheonomenon not 1limited to those actually concerned, but
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spread throughout the camp. Nobody, not even the Caucasians, trusted the
published assurances of the WRA. "They have told us one thing and done ano!her

too often, "

said several evacuees.
It should be mentioned here that one of the reasons the administration was
so surprised at the large number of applicants was that apparently nobody had
taken the trouble to count the applications, When Brown went through the files
before serving as interviewer, he was appalled at the élovenly way in which the
records were kept. This sounds almost unbelievabls, but the inadequate preparations
made and the great astonishment of the administration corroborate Brown's statemers
No just perspective of this situation can be gained without considering the
past experiences of the evacuess, They were uprooted from their homes on the
coast, told that they must be evacuated for their own protection. They were again
uprooted from the assembly centers. Within recent months extreme pressure has
been brought to bear to qnduce them to leave the comparative gafety, security,
and comfort of the Reloocation Center, and go sgain to some unknown spot on the
outside far from any friends end relatives., This treatment has not conditioned
them to & pioneering outlook. Every ohange they have made previous to this has
been for the worst. Reports of the activities of the Dies Committee, and reports
coming ﬁack from persons already evacuated do nothing to instill a feeling of

i 1
confidence snd security. People have told me again and again that they don t

want to go out and face certain economic hardship and possible persecution,
The constant propaganda for reloecation, has, apparently not served its
purpose. It has merely been sn irritating reminder that 1if'e was insecure and
that the WRA policy favored getting evacuees out of eamp by sny method, The
policy of reduction of employment has not stimulated families who want to make

Eiatth " 4 "
s comfortable 1living end are waiting for reports from "evacuses from we trust,
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to storm the relocation offices. Wyver's speech, which in spite of the denial in =
the Gila News Courier of July 27, was definitely taken by many evacuess as evidence
that centers would close soon, increased the general mnrest considerably.

So far as I can ses, no evacuee put any trust whatever in the intentionally
soothing statements printed in the Gila Courier from July 21 on. Past experience
had shown that such trust would be foolish,

Thé compulsory interviews were announced by the Gila Yews«Courier for July 20,
A front papge article stated that segregation would begin Sept. 1, that “ivers would
not be one of the first centers af“ected and that those who have asked for
repatriation and had not withdrawn their requests prior to June 1 would be the
first to be segregated.

On thé day after the interviews I was able to get some information from
Gordon Brown and Mr, Okuno both of whom had served as interviewers. Brown stated
that he and all the other interviewers with whom he hac spoken were sstonished at
the large number of people who appeared to verify their repatriation applications,
Of the eight interviewers each handled well over ninety applicents. Brown himse 1f
led with 125, only rine of whom had asked that their "Nos" be changed, Brown
thought that this total of 1,000 repatriastes was an enormous surprise to the
edministration. Okuno's information paralleled Brown's exaotly, e<cept that he
expressed no surprise over the large number of people. Hg also added that in his

ppinion there would not be much family separation as a result of this segregation

policy; the familles were stioking together. Brown ment ioned seversl cases where

yound Nisei were sta ing with their parents and were applving for repatriation
with them. A1l in all, the exhibition of strong family ooherence greatly overe
shadowed the few examples of a desire to separate. Ty is interesting to note that

n__u
two people thought that their application to change from no to "ves" would
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automatiocally cancel their applications for repatriation,

Brown was a little daunted at how far off his informants had been on guessing
the number of people who would apply to have their answers ohanged. Brown's
informant thought that at least 60% of the people would trv to change ‘heir
enswers, But only 134 out of 1156 "Nos" have made this applicetion.

“The administretion hsd been planning," says Brown "to segregate those asking

for repatristion first, and then those who answered 'No'." But if the repatristion
response was as heavy in all centers as at Gila, he anticipated that thev might be
faced with the task of finding segregation auarters for eight or nine thousand
people., It is apparent that while the administration was assuming that the

people would wish to avoid segregation and repatriation and assuring them that

only individuals loyal to Japan would be segregated, many persons were making up

their minds that segregation in the company of their family, friends, and members

of their own roce was preferable to the enforced resettlement which the recent

statemsnts end activities of the WRA had convinced the people lay in store for

them.

Four days after the interviews had been taken, Wolter, Terry, and Mrs.
Fleming left for Denver to attend the conference on segregation. Bennett
followed the next day by plane. By this time the administrotion must have become
conscious of the trend matters were taking and of the necessity of reassuring the
people. The following editorial eppeared in the Gila News-Courier of July 24:

As the time for segregation approaches, various questions are bound

,to arise, Already some rumors and misconceptions sre being heard. It

is not possible to answer all questions definitely at this time but in

order to sssist in elarification, the following information can be given:

Q. Are people who aren't segregoted froced to resettle?
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A. The answer to this question is definitely "no. The WRA Will
not forece people to leave relocation centers into communities against
their will, although every effort will be made to encourage and assist
those eligible for 7eave olearance to relocate,

Q. Will members of a family be forced to separate?

A, If anv membsr or members of a family are in & group to be
segregated, 21l members of the family may accompany the individual
or individuals concerned. The members of the family who are not in
the designated group for segregation will thus heve a chance to remain
here or to accompany the segregate to the segregetion oamp.

Q. Until when can the cancellation of repatriation be made?

A, 4n individual who wishes to make a cancellation request should
do so whenever his mind is made up. Those persons who did not ofncel
before July 1, 1943 will probably be sent to the segregation center.

At the segregation center, a review board will be in operation to
hear people who have changed their minds.

Q. Will the parolees be segregoted?

&. Lhe instructions do not treat the parolees as a special cnses.
It is, therefore, presumed that they will be hendled on the same basis
as everyone else with regerd to segregation., 1In event any changas,.
which are unlikely, occur the people will be informed.

e, 1Is it trus that after July 15, no more changes in answers
to the military questionnaires will be permitted, and that all
"no,no" men ere to be segregnted.

A. ‘he answer to the first cuestion is that a person will be per-
mitted to apply to change his answer at any time. It is important that

this spplication be made as soon as the individual has definitely depided
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to request a change in his answer. Ihe answer to the second part of
the cuestion is that hearings will be held for all who answered "no,
no" before final decision is made.

As time goes by, more cuestions will arise in the minds of the
people. The administyation will keep the people as fully informed
gs is possible with the scant information available. ihe adminis-
troetion rea2lizes that many personal and socdal problems wWill arise.
The Socia]l Serviece Department stands ready to be of agsistance and
case workers of the department will he available for counge 1ing and

advice at any time.

The answers to the above guestions are interoretation based on

the best available information to dete, and may be subject to s1ight
modifications.

This editorisl appesrs to have been an attempt to quiet two of the evacuees'
chief worries: that those who were not segregated would be foroed to relocate
cgainst their will and that femilies of segregees would be separated. The hope
of the administration the people that would cancel their repatriation requests
and their desire to encourage people to reguest that t?air negative replies to
the military cuestionnaire be changed to "ves," was evident in the latter questions
and answers.

But sdditional applications for repatriation continued to pour in. On July
27, the newspaper printed a telstype from Bennett in Denver in which he tried to
quiet "rumors and counter rumors that yelooation centers would be closed soon
after segregation,"

The teletype follows:

YR QUOTED IN NEWSPAPER AS SAYING QUOTE WE HOPE TO CTOSE

CENTERS WHEN “E HAVE MOVED THE PRO =-AXIS GROUP TO TIE LAKE AND
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REIEASED THE OTHERS UNQUOTE. TERM PRO-AXIS WAS NOT USED BY MYER AND

THERE IS NO TMPLICATION THAT ENY OTHER CENTERS WILL BE CIOSED SOO0N,

RE IOCATTON PROGRAM IS TO BE STRESSED BUT PEOPIE WILL WOT BE FORCED

TO REIOCATE., APPROPRIATIONS PROVIDED FOR NEXT TWEWE MOLTHS ARE

ADEOUATE TO TAKE CARE OF THOSE WHO FOR ANY REASON CANNOT REIOCATE.

ANNOUNCE TETE IAKE AS CENTER FOR THOSE SEGREGATED."

But these assurances eoming as they did after months of administrative urging
to relocation, after the printing of pages of encoursging statements of how fine

people were getting on, after the reduction in employment and the complete with=

. . ol ad ® !
drewal of financisl support from Japanese recraational activities and after Myer s

speéch in which he agsured the Americen publie that all gf"orts were bheing made to

relocste loyal and segregate disloyal Jepanese , appear to hawe made no impression

at all. People still continued to apply for repatriation.

Two weeks after the administration had tsken over action toward eventual
segregation, it was obvious that WRA have greatly underestimated the number of
persons who would apply. Whether the administr=tion nctually hoped that people
would cencel their applications for repatriation in order to avoid segregation,
T do not know. I do know that they were prepared to be extremely generous to

any epplicent who wished his answers to the military cuestionnaire changed «
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The administrative offices have been buszing for the last few days
with intensive sctivity having to do with the segregation polioy,
Today the Gila News carrisd an announcement that all residents who

had applied for repatriation were to meet at desigmted places between
7:30mend 9:380,

Tuttle told me thet one of the main reasoma for this interview was
the determination of the validity of signatures on the appliocations
for repatiiati-n. It seems many were made without witnesses and

are not valid. He told meof one ocase which has come to his attention
in whioh a father had forged the name of his wife and his nineteen
year old daughter to an spplication blank,

I visited twwy of the "desigmated places™ this evening, One was Cenal
Reo. Hall 6, About forty people of all ages were standing about outside
the hall or sitting on the thin lawn, A young man was taking dowvn names
and giving out slips like the one enclosed, The mame #ifd of the person
desiring an interview and & Mumber was placed on the slip.

A oroud of sbout one hundred people was gathered in and outsid e of the
Canal admindst ration building. I sat myself down on a bench and a
young pregnant Jepanese womesn next o me asked me if I intended to
repatriate, I was tampted to sdy that I had not quite made up my mind,
but decided against it, and said that I was a student, I asked her if
she intended to repatriate, She said, "My family wants to, and what
they deocide to do, I'1l do."

The oroul sppeared to be in a fairly good humor and there was no outward
sign of resentment at my presence, As I left I spoke to ths young

man giving out the slips and he nearly passed out with fear that he
might saj something he ought not say. 1 sppropriated a slip just for fum
and he blinked with apprehension.

I shall see if Wells will te11 me anything tomorrow. Hikida will
probably know a lot more than I do and my forty-odd year old Nisei
women friend may be able to give me some informet ion,
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It eppears to be tooc sarly as yet to get any repercussions
on the repatriation interviews from the evacuees tlemsclves,

I wag sable to get some informetion from Gordon Brown and
Mr. Okuno both of whom had served ¢X/YydvyigWiig/dovdy¥y/ as interviewers,
Brown stated that he and all the other interviewers with whonte had
spoken were astonished at the large number of people who appetired to
verify their repatriastion applicatioms, Of the eight interviewers
each handled well over ninety applicents. Brown himse 1f hand led
126, only nine of whom had asked that their "Nos" be chenged.
Brown thinks thet this total of 1,000 repatiisies (I think he is
exageyreting the number slightly) was an enofrmous surprise to the
admifiistretion. They had not prepared for anywhere nesr that number,

The people who served ss intervi ws were Tuttle, Teryy,
Gordon Brown, Wolter, Wells snd tlree others,

Okuno's information parslleled Brown's exsctly, exoept that
he expressed no surprisze over the large number of pecple,

Okuno also adds that in his opinion there will not be
much family separetion as a result of t his segregation polioy.
The femilies are sticking together, Brown mentioned seversl oas €8
where young Nisei are staying with their parents end are also applying
for repatristion, Lith T

Ookuno mentioned one odd case whers a Kibei wanted to
return to Japan while his parents wished to remein here, In anobher
onse & husbend wished to repatriste while his wife wished:to remain
here with their infant daughter, There ware also a few cases where
dagghters wished very much to stay in this country, but had made up
their minds to follow their Mlemi lies. This ties up with my one
contact yesterdey.

All in all, the exhibition of strong femily ooherence
grest ly overshadows these few examples of & desire to geperate,

The interviewers noted the csses of those peocle who have
expressed a desire to chenge their answers., These will he
given specisl interviews, Both Brown and Okuno remerked that there
were very few, Brown only had 9 onses out of his 128 interviews,

Another example of cunfusion turned up. Two people thought
ttet their spplioation to change from "No" to "Yes" would sutomatioslly
conoel their applications for repatriation.

Bpwwn was & 1little daunted at how far off his informants
had been on guessing the number of people who would appl{ to have
their andwers changed, (Hikida, incidental’y was right.

Brown's informant, Geoge Kawamoto thought that at least 60% of the
people would try to chenge therl answers, But only 134 out of
1156 "No! have made this application.

The administration has been planning, wyﬁ%p#b;-_o
segregete those easking for repatristion first, and , those who
answered "No." But if the repatristion response was as heevy in
a1l centers\they may ba feced with the tesk of finding scEreg:t ion
querters for)eight or nine thousand eedpls . Most of the "Nos™ may
e1so be repatrietion arplicants. This would do away with the s econgd

gk
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Pert of the tesk. Bpown reports thet it is the administration polioy
to do a1l they ean to ohange "Nos" to "Yesses," If they have to
undergo the trouble and expense of segregation these enormous group
of people, they may make things even easisr foy any "Nos" who reemin,
Of cow se this is just guessing. We shall sse what happens,

By the end of the week I should have Hiida's repopt and
someé information From friends inCenal.




PART II =~ SEGREGATION July 30 to August t{

farst week in August 2
} e de legates\ had reiﬁtuned from the Denver oonference/(/aydyrd / o/

and o ficial announcement was made ,that no movament of segregabts to Tule

22N E_" """ \
Leke would begin until Oo‘bober },-":'ttﬁ‘r the first flurry of excitement over i

P

_——

immenent sagragatmn had pasad Although the air was thick with rumors

E:\a““é‘nﬁuusmsett led down to await deve lopments while the

administrative officers began to work overtime in an attempt to follow

the program set forth in Denver, The best description of the evaocuse
KU e

attdtude fis the trite phrase, "watohful waiting," Those who had no intention

of repatriating were determined to sit tight through the whole business and

wait for a subiifactory and economically acoeptible opportunity %o re locate.

One of the group of this mind, an intelligent older Nisei mother of

grom sons remarked,/V¥fd/fg¥ "What are we going to do?ff We're going to

sit bere and Wh({¥/ wait, They've taught us patience during this last vear

and now we're peslly going to show them how paiiently we ocan sit right

here and wait till We get what we wanti" Another group, the sise of whioh I

wasnot able to estimate had decided to whedksmmd watch for "the first t

Grang i Fagn ad e sk sy A "‘}L\,ff“fw‘“r”p
sign of foreoing us out." Mdc—ﬂdd t }cLlemand rmlatinn immediately.
gl f
Iiwas even anticipated that if enough peonle“d\reptraition,ﬂila
itself would be turnead into a segregation camp and everybody oould stay
J"\f‘u‘@ B * Q/{\L m \ &_ &, ‘_:‘-‘.“‘P’

the re without the trouble and inconveniece of moving," Those who had ()

g9/ already committed themsslves with regard to segregation Jere ‘shiting to

see how the administration would handle the matter, Gn-_z_.r__z.mﬁ
hg. desiinounoed -

i17am ”“2%
unt gust. ?

stopping therepatiiabion

applieati-ns (Ask Hikida.and [ohanda,)

I was offered the opportunity of burying myself in the dust of

the whirl of the ocurrent adminirative aofivity and accepted it as a usefuil




On August 4"3t was announced that the Social Welfare Office would ac cept
no more applications for repatristion. The segregstion manual had/d

stated that those who had applied for repatriation were to be segregated 4
first and the Social Welfare stolf was head over hesls in work trying

to pet their lists and reoords in order. Tuttle remarked that Khere

wes reslly no point in taking further applicatioms. He did admit,

however, &s I had pguessed, that the order was also issued to put a

stop to FYFE/ the somewhet hysterical mass rush for segregtion. As I

have mentioned before, certain members of the adr inistration ig¥y/

insist on viewing this as mass hysteria completely ignoring the ¥y possibility
‘stressed by the abler community leaders that meny of the people were
waiting for the first indicati-n that Zg¥ded¥/ repatriation was pruly
possible andpartially ignoring the fact that many persons were asking for
repatriation out of a desire for g¢ the seourity and safety f/ #7/7W7

promised by Tule lake. In any oase, WA/WBBTida¥1AAd/A9¥d Wiken/ i TKdY/

KAAAAY /40 / d¥d/ mo spplications ware¥ taken after August 43 it was
again
announced that they would be accepted gW/A{ after August 25,

B e —
mean -

s — e

A rather mischiefous delight in the plight of the YIUIALAY Yo ¥iAA WRA,
struggling with an overwhelming deluge of apclications,was manifest in

many quarters. The number of applicatns was enormously exaggerated; I

Wi /dddd/ myse If was asked if it wasn’tﬁ#fif{%/ true that 5,000 people

were repatrid ting. Some persons expressed the ecmviecti-n that Wﬁ s ince so mny
persons were applying

WRA would be forced to change it s policies; Gila itself would be turned

into a segregation center,




One has soarcely the right to %_ a man's oha;auter
after one short interview, My mein incentive in interviewing these
WAEHYIdPid/ strikingly unsstisfaotory committee members was not in the
hope of producing scientific data thereby, but memedy to satisfy my
per@ennY curivsity asy to/fe how they would rerct and jmet w hat they
would say. KY My judgement as to these men's personalities (whioh shoul

[ -
2 Lo
not be taken/ seriusly andmay swwidty ohangerwhen T know them better)

is thet Strickland is educsted and stupid and Rogers amd Emerickf
are uneduceted and stupid, I think all d&'no%went about theiy tasks
withzsbsedwbe honestlyy and remddy tried their best to see if suys of
the evacuess had"ohanged their minds/ and beoome loyal." Neturailly,
they w;:ee how anybody cbuld be Z#¥¥Y disloyal £¥ in Februsry
and bedwme loyal in August.

Sté¢ickland is oagy, but it is my opinion that Rogers and Emerick
bt A i cach v

spoke juat aa they feilt. Theyilm ofuthe attitude shown
by m of the other oommitteemen -"that t hese kﬁmd YA/

some resgon to feel sore.," They saw themse Ives ¢#/INd¢yd pleced under
the responsibility of not allowing any “disloyal™ people the opportunity
to leave oamp and theyf matter weighed so headly upon them that

_‘Q__,./A\\ they addigned twe-thirds of their ohargses to segregation,
WL/JJ A Jf— w
L Lo

"
|y T

has apparently escaped those who oonceived this quiestionnaire met-.hoﬂk

U‘.\Jkl\d\ A Al
of YAYIAL/1¥/ determing loyaltys "Loyslty is one thing you can't

argue about,"




~ August 16 A
&, 51,.{ '/‘-ﬂ./@-—’w..ﬁ-—n—*'l/‘p\.// \_,‘ f-f/L.rr*f )

"My impressisni is that the young fellows who answered "No-No" were
under the inluence of & gang, the were in a td frame of mind, the vibtims
of mass hysteria, Their res-ntment was brought on because of resentment to
evacuation and loss of priveleges., I dn't know whether it was a matter
of an organized grow movement or only mass hysteria, They are held
together by an emotion rather than a moiiva.l'

"T don't believe there has been any change in their feeling
sl noe Februarw escept in a small number of cases. e

"I was struck ¥/9e/{fi{¥¢/ by this observation = out here around
the building, when they were waiting, they weret alking in hersh tones
but as soon as they were brought in before the committee they were very
gentlemanly.in every case, They always got hold of themselves,

"I see no evil ences of terrorism., The My ocitizen here feels that
the evacuee teachers are very pro-Caucasian, Although it is true that a
small perocentage of gy staff hers ig "N"-No."

"The community has been becoming more and moré Yapsnese since
relocation haes been going on.

"I had only one odd csse: this boy had been in the army and at
the time of Pearl Harbor he was discharged. Amd when he went into the
army his Japanese friends gave himsa party and presented him with pifts,
When he wes discharged he suffered a loss of face and Waygd/¥#/ therefore
he wanted to go‘&ack to Japan,

"¥y/ The results of our committee were 63 for intermment, 21 wished
to change, That makes 2/3 who wished to be segregated, A fraotion of
these 21 wanted their answer changed purely on a personal beasons, such as
"I want to go out and work for my uncle.' They hadn't becom loyal;

We'd say, "Has your mind ohanged? Are you lopal?" TheY'd answer, "No, I'm
not exactly loyal /M They’f; attitude hadn't shanged. Still no
loyalty.,

"The ore s who answered "No" were no loyal to Japan. lore then one




2o

of them expressed himself as being a man without & country,

Several tisfe flered of f Phto @ ite jfrelevant topios .

MISS BUTTHERFIE LD




Segregation August 18, 1943

C In interviewing in Rogers and Emerieck, I contaoted the two men who,
| according to the opinions of Wolter and Brown had been the most unsuccessful
members of the committee, while the committee composed of Rogers and Strickland
had so large a percentage of segregees that all the persons assigned to them
were secretly re-interviewed. Imeriok was reputedly the most narrow minded and

/{rr'\ (:r.Q
Wnpaiwe man of the lot. I, therefore, felt aquite fortunate in coming upon Rogers

Trlel Thoenn !'-‘1 1
and Emeriok together andf!_“ : .

get the truth of the matter. @ Soon hews both odkeeiseem ¢xpressing their opinions

fresly.

Tt Hapent -t wTEewTed— o 06 DE JRonnbid Iyt i) b sc . Gighee Botn,

hQuadie?, were convinced that anyone with a faintest tinge of "disloya1lty" should

-—tmri@rglﬂ*’hn‘rrff“imﬂa‘Mfé‘ﬁ‘ﬁw&e-—
t%“f.‘ii%m SR |2 RSB RISSET T T | | N i A

v

M /wd-b the other committees leaned over backward to argue and oajole people out of

segregetwn‘M M"‘-&?'?M_ M«Wj pt WJ ,‘4"‘&/‘""‘"’0 s g,
S"g‘\f\ o ‘?;M rtL /"f’!N {L,ﬂ“ -E,-\% /DL“ CHI’ VL.,-..A—*'-’ g:.---mm-?fy.e_x/(

’?o?c s IT thl¢1k SEF é‘g‘*f‘mn iszrc darn e dﬁm—%ﬁfﬁﬁild hove done it &

x"‘ A%Yeﬁr ago., Some of these people should never be here in the first place., Also

\

there are a lot who should be behind bars. I think the one group has infjuenced

\Y’%’ the other,

J § Emerick: T thought most of them had pretty we 1l made up their minds.,

(}J Rogers: And quite a few, My had had them made up by somebody €lse.
Emerick: Family ties are moff important to the younger ones than their citizen-
ship. There were a young wifefand sons and daughter going to Tule Iake not
because of loyalty to Japan, but because of loyalty to their family. I think
if they don't think any more of America and of American citizenship, then they

should go to’ Tule Iske apd zo back to Japan.




August 16, 1943
Rogers and Lmeriok

Rogers: I think one mistake made has been in the choice of people to consult

the Japanese. They were more or less the oross section of the Caucasian
Personnel and some of them did enter into arguments which, in some oases, resulted
in their arguing the evacuees into saying that he was loyal.

Emerick: That was wrong. Ioyalty is one thing you can't argue about., I think
the Japanese missed the boat, If they said, ™We're going to prove that we are
citizens., Why, we'll even pick cotton for nothing. We are in a spot. WVe'll

do anything to prove our citizenship.," things might have been be‘ter. Instead,

L4 i

we have had continual harass#)4§;e orux of the whole matter is that we-re in this

situation becauss of the Wer, You know we have a farm and other jobs on the Project.

s A, 1 fws

T4's never the osse of production. It's always s case of how little they can do
to collect 16,00 a month,
Rogers: Here is an interesting feature. They are blind in the attitude they
take. Rather than see the significance of this thing, they prefer to do as
little as they ocan. ‘hey should do anything to help alorg. We Tound it is
impossible to get our stufl in.

We had some very definite examples of insolent attitudes. There were
especially one or two who jumped to their feet and said that they were loyal
to Japan and cuestioned the rirht to be consulted.
Emeyick: One jumped right up end said, "I'm a Japanese and I want to go back
to Japan." He was insulting that we had even brought him up. Another one really
got me, He said he wass Japanese and wented to go back to Japan and fight, I
turned his name into Graves,
Rogers: One interesting thing I ran into was a young fe11ow who joined the
ALrmy before Pearl Harbor., His family gave him a party and a lot of presents..
A few days after Pearl Harbor they kiked him out of the Army., Hs claimed he
couldn't come back home, that he had lost face. He said, "The only place for me

is back in Japan." I really feel soryy for that fellow.




August 16, 1943
Rogers and Emeriok

Emeriok: Some boys here shouldn't feel any more abused than fellows in school or
with good jobs whom the Army takes.
Rogers: <The people T felt badly about were the Japanese zirls that realized the

advantages of being in the United States but whose husgbands or families or parents

had high pressured them into !oinfyback to Japan, One or two were practically

in tears.
Several of the pewple we interviewed said that they were men without a oountry.
[t
Rogers: I found one really unususl case. It was one voung § in Mess Operations.
He was about 28 end very American and ig married to a girl who is a Kibei, who
wants to go to Tule Iake and Japan. He spent many an hour hefore the conference
. § 1 & ,
trying to convince her to change her 'no,no" to "ves, yes". We allowed him %o
zo to Tule Iake.
He is more loyal to the girl he is going to marry than to the country he
was born in.
Rogerss
Srvest % P | : 3 3
caee the best fﬂrmersgiaﬁk waghing dishes. They are looking for anything that is
easy and in the shade and under cover., They are ge1fish in their attitude. A4lso

a lot of produca"from the fields goes into private consumptions in the ocamp in=

stead of in the mess halls.




Segregation August 16, 1943

M SS ®U7 TJ-'-/? F/j‘," ,LD Miss Butterfiald

Miss Butterfield serve‘_as recorder on the committee with Strickland

S = s Gasky i, Ruansid T ICOnL
and Rogers. Her notions were rather fog V,M. “he

L)t w0 SvOtanah e
seemed quite disturbed over gre facﬁhone >f her pupils, a 1little boy who

wes blind but has considerable soholastioc ability has a brother who is
asking for repstriation. Tt seems that some of the teachers have gone %o
& preat deal of trouple with this boy getting him special books and braille
and so forth. Miss Butterfield had often visited him at his home and had
always been under the impression that Joe, the older brother, was a "1oyal
American." When she met him at the interview he was most radieal, He had
requested to be send on the first boat bo Japan. They asked him, "Do you
want to ohanze?™ He answered, "No indeed." The ssme family has a son
at Camp Shelby ond snother at the University of Mines at “1c Paso. Miss
Butterfield went on to say, "Oh, we've given so mach to that 1ittle boy.
ke - roi B 1 Cly.  In my opinion, it would be good to g; ﬁth;
T Tk e
older hoy‘out of here.os® Joe had ;&wqys fe1t so grateful howard his country.
T think he has influenced his whole bloock,"

WA
Strickland couldn't understand it. There was one boy Who was about

28, a fine fellow who have been born here and went to Japsn when he was

6 years old. He stayed there for 10 years and now he "e@ls 1like he wants
. "

to zo back to Japan. Strickland asked him why he had answered "no" and

he said, "1 really believe that the emperor is God. S0 naturally I couldn't

answer 'no' to that question. I couldn't do anything sgainst my God."

(This remark caused WMiss Butterfield to lower her voice to & horrified

whisper and confindethat this was heathenism.)

‘\Ihera was another oase of a young fe1low who volunteered for services.
They gsve him a grand farewe 11 party and then he was discharged from the
Army. This caused him to be disgraced and humiliated before his friends.

He said he would never volunteer again.




August 16, 1943
Miss Butterfield

X
S You oan see their view point. He gaid he could never volunteer when

his oountry has dared treat him that way. That's a fine young boy turned
against his country.

There were several oollege fellows, one Hoy from a technical oollege.
He said "We couldn't claim allegience to this country." They don't know
what they're doing. These young boys are the biggest problem here, There
is a gang influence behind this.,

No one has/bakﬁn the time to talk to these HOVS. Nobody seems Lo have

i ——

any Datlence.t J'tmy wouldn't do it un1ass they were pald to do 1t,*hutfﬂo-

body here on the administrative stafl would do it~ You know we could
accomplish a great deal through churoh people but the WRA rules are very
much against allowing a religious revival. They have to be cereful of
a church pushing itself,

One man made @& very beautiful statement, He was an alien and had never

\ wﬂ

been a oitizen. He said that his children nre dmerioans but they
have no assurance that their citizenship would be returned. \Q}tou]d S6e 1o
benefit for his children in a future here, He soid he was seeking to do

the right thing ond didn't want to be minunderstood. "I don't want to De

disloy=1 but the Americsns won't olaim me as a citizen,"

oK ke ook

Miss Butterfield is an extremely garrulous women and would have kept
me talking all afternoon. Ws Wnile her view point is narrow
it ag not sepildai v sdmedenos. 211t 1-Japane se . After speaking with her
I decided to telk to Rogers since acoording to Brown, Rogérs had been the
most severe member of his committee and most responsible for the large

percentage of segregees,




From the i'inalltotal of s 1A WAV S /oA WYHo [ VYe ¥y 1eWd/ 605 int exva s,
316 were recommended for segregation, 179 wers mde elegible for Ydd/ddd /and

leave clearance, 75 were fehesrd, 13 did not appear and 17 persons

W were called in error and ought not to have been on

the list at all., The fate of the extre three people I was not able to

determine, Cs w j'ﬂpu @%l t 51, Ty /J/ML‘L.

{j 5‘4, "}‘0/1& _.";‘<(.

.?’W/ﬁ#{#ﬂﬂﬂ#ﬂ/ﬂﬁﬁ/ﬂ#ﬂ/ﬁz’ﬂwﬂﬂ/{#ﬁﬂﬁ ﬁl//f ﬂ/f/ﬁdﬁaﬁiﬂﬂ/

AN 00 ot A dad Urpan (AA) s T " L,-ﬁ). '\,«_Az _J.A—-?d
The fundamenta 11y reasonalbe attitude of the d;{p{ﬂfﬂ/ interve wers

was refydoted in the community by a eentimert, which , while in no way
favorable to the administretion, was at least not hostile. Potential
segregces were worried and depressed but WY /dd/gy¥AILY/ /4 their gereral
opinion was that the administration was doing its best.
TAAHS /o] /e /S Wedal f Lol / X ATT PAS /el Hol /Yoo Ho {p o ¥l txoub e
However, gfyd two womewhat spectacular inoidents furnished those
members of the staff who were "expecting trouble" with a 1little exceitement.,
These were the muliigatdon of one of Wolter's pet segregation rosters, by & WJ
PUPPY \W\N b s
T WA 0 N8 AL AN et 6 5 nospitat receptiontat,
and the sending of ¢Fiddn/¥/ t}&:eagsning anonymous letters to fouy
evanuees who, in the opinion of the 1Rtter writers, were cooperating too

closely with the adm nistration,

Al Lrety
/#/H#/ Both of these matters were kept striotly\emiet by the administratioy/

and I heaBid of them ARAY/YWYA(EN/XNd/dddi/ar¥dA/ acoidentally through the
ibigitouys grapevine.

Theposter, which was in the form of a &iagremmatioc oartoon, AWgWIr¢

depicting WywpsaWin///Ipdividve(Td/ the progress of individualafk fﬂv/).’/

various committees to Tule Iake and eventual repatnat ion n(;f to re 10cntion.

¢ “UJQL ey sy
or to continued residence in a ouﬂa-dr haxd/&M ne se ?’m [B

AN A
and hee mtmmorous substitutions for the directions, isEEEn ~guwir
\) {1 W

3» "To hellp i'ﬁstead of Tula Iake or felocation., The yaing man ws

eppreheddied Sa&turdas the 7th, the same day on which he had applied for
repatyriation.




The heering wes Reld the 12th and resuted in the weNg@
offerg}gr beingsent to Iesupp, from where he would evenitally be trensferred
to Tule Lake. The administration suspected that the offender was not the
only person involved, but We/IfZg¥dd/{¥e¥/f¢/ in the face of constant

assértimn that he was, they were unable to implicate anyone else,

Mr. B.kide, who Ked/¥oe¥ /(¥ #¥/ knew the voung men's unole well,=emd

sYH o /A LM/ XAt bbb 4/ corroborated this

fact. He statesi that the young man"was a good boy" and that he had

taken the blame himself toff/ aWoid the bad effect that AdYd¥eY/dFfddvd/
the a rrest of five or ten people
might have on community feeling. So fara s I can determine from the
gxtremelyinadequate evidence, the boy drew the flag on the poster in
& temporary fit of pique, FEXYMWYWE/Wid/AvdIiddYift// inmediately
following his application fygf/ for repatria tion,

It is interesting to note that his relatives are more or less
content with the sentemce impoped at the triasl. Hikida reports that
they are not compldining and that they are glad that the boy was not
sent to jail.

The advent of the podson psn letters oaused a considerable
emm nt of WdFUSd AMAI£Pd¥Yi¥¢/ vehind-t he=hand whispering among the
Cauoasians and was taken as #YiYeYdd/d/ the first indications of
evidenoe of AYYAYWA1/Wg¥/ coming violence by persons who should
icnom b tox . /KIVHIN/YARAAINE /Y8 /Y] Tinen T wiceimpeinithe subjaoct we- T
Bikcide %ﬂwawwxmwmwx Teughed. e, Wl /Y4RNIYNA//

Ly
#v// along with Miura, H&- and Harry Miyake had been the recipbents.

by AT e
He is of the opinion that W were motivated by Wfy7iff jealousy and Kuu¥/

Wo/9Wd/¥y/d/ axe the work of one or two men, certainlvnot more than
three or four. /Kf/fev /o7 /N /dYoA Ed/1odde¥d/9¥d/ Apparently s ome
people still hold the evacuee leadérs partly responsible for oompmeaiets

edrninistrative policies,. Hikida thinks thedd /Ad¥YdYE/{ ¥/ bad feeling
oxpressed in the letters may be traced to the time of military registrat iond




end feels that the present unrest has revived it. Hoever, it is not f/dd¥igid/

#Y/ a matter worthy of serious concern. HA¥idd/ He wou1d not have ment foned
it to the administration, had he not heard that other mannhad received the
letters an d re ported the fact, Hikida is certdin that he has the confidence
and trust of almost all the people and refused to let himse 1f be worried
byt the remkks of a few oranke. He also remarked upon the fact that
evacaution and camp dife have engendersd this suspicion, jealousy and fear,
No difinitely tshreatening statement was made in the letter he
recieved, But they could be interpreted as & threat. Hikida was advided

to go out and relocste and not end his 1life foolishinglin the o mmunity,

Hiyeme , a btechelor, was ¢ repriminded for fooling around with the

segregation issue when he ought to Wa¥¥y¥/f/ find a nice widow and go out

and relocate,




/11175 18X VR /oo /v 95 ofDg/ 3 L350 / I/ / ol 4/ s BBV /o6 3 g ey
ihedpdahidad Lapidys /Ay Ay ey it lan(s
. On Tuesday, August 10 the Gila News-Courier oarrédd a front page
article by Woltér whioh threatened dire consequences to terrorbsts., It
was headed an "appeal" but there was 1itt1le appealSwg, in the context.

J._j‘ \ﬂ\.\;“,

B& steted that Imt=dwbgopiwen the troblemakers were only a very very

A

small gfgf¢/ number of the cormity and promised that every device
¥AWA¥ under the laws of the state and the county would be used to
trace dgyd/¥¥y/ them down., ™No step oan be too drastio to too thorough in
our attemtp to protect the gpople who wish to be American citizenas and
to protect all people who wiBh to live the peaceful and tranquil
life efither 7 here or in Tule Iake.

Whether this articls had any effect on the poison penmen or

8t received

whethex YUy/dvodidniyy/ud /o WAgTe /ed{d/much attention from the community
d xl-'.‘-v‘ .rLL&-V{ f\ MA A h-)‘xt“
as a whole, T d not know, A In spite o% the fuss, worry and somewhat
. undignified apprehensin of some of the membeks of the Caucasian staff,
the dominant tone of the community ﬁ: one of quiet cautious watehfulne ss
on the part of all the evaouess FAY/YyEiNdd/dodvddd/ ¥ coup 1ed with
anxiety and sorrov at haing to move agian, on the part of those who

hed definitely committed themselves to eva)’o%tion. On August 15, the

feeling of the potential segregants was quoted to me: "At least if we

move into Tule Iake, this uncertainty will be over. Z«JQ LA—‘-«&l w4
Wl due U A b0 o) o sty dpruna O

)-”;J’ 4y . 2 ;




Both Mr, Graves, hesd of Internsl Security, and Mr, Shelly, head of
WS N vL«"\\J\\- k I ;
Community Enterprises tawm@@®Sat to -pave.ha predominant 1y reasonalbe attiti de

. Y¥#s(¥d toward the evaouees they interveiwed,

Wan . YA Gvtn W N 1103
) e s




August 16, 1943
Q"E; She 1k

gt

fI sat in on the rehearings., The original hearings were pretty fast so
unless they were definite, the evacuces were assigned to rehearings,

In some of the rehearings it was very apparent that the rehearingswas not
necessary. They had wanted to go to Tule lake from the first. But this, I think,
was an indiocation that the oricinal group of interviewers had been tryving to be
very faiyr,

I don't know what they're going Eo do with people like that. We tried again
and ggain to explain that there were other more sensible ways of protest. I tried
to reason with them. I told them about the sacrifices on the outside, I feel
you just havs éo be harsh. I cited the cases qf people who had been moved from

el
their homes for munitions plants and AmellSMY be¢m surprised if they heven't gotten

the money for their homes yet.

"I olaim that practically mone of them would have oommitted aots of sabotagee™

\Here Mr. Shelly got off on the subject of the plight of the United States

after December 7.}

"I don't think there is any arzument in the world that will comvince them,
I'm not sure that you don't belittle yourge 1f in their eyes in trying to eonvince
tlkem. #£11 you ocan do is tell them to think.

I just wonder this: How manylof the people going to Tule Iake are not moxrs
Japanese than Ameriocan, lost of the hearings I sat on the people were more
Japanese then fmerican, They may {it our American standards of 1iving but théy
are pretty constituted naturally to live in Japan,

The ones that really worry me are the ones who think and act American. The
committées I have been on havetried pretty hard to make them see, They have been

roised in the American way and speak the American language. Many of them said

it isn't the question of disloyalty. They are neutral. But unfortunately there




Aupgust 16, 1943
Mr. Shelly

hes to be a ohoice. Millions of people in the United States are just as lackadaisioal .

Going to Japen, I told them, will be pretty tough and lasting.

I just feel we've been too dogrone apologetic for the mistakes that have been
made . ‘e made’as voluntary as it was humanly possible. Lfhere was resistance
whereveyr they went. It had to be compulsory. Iany have had a pretty tough time .
They have lost their money. On the other hand, there are lot more who are lot
better off than they've ever been.

The thing that worries me is that the treatment they will get in Japan. It
isn't going to be the Japansse's fault. It is going to be our fault. They' 11
blame us.,

So T really feel,i"If you don't want to be Americans, well, Hell go to Japan"
but I realize the danger to Ameriea in that poliey. These are the most dangerous
people to send back to Japan. But I talk to people for minute after minute to
make some attempt to get them to understand what they are petting into and not
just because they are mad.

You think they will have another chance to change their minds at Tule buk

]
. . 1 g
there will be so much pressure to bear that there won t be a one.,




Segregatign

T 0L, pyprtvie O ceivrpy | "!"‘K*QM:I : ;w

as heving an unusually unbigsed aftitude toward the repatFiatore

wovied

in 21 years of experience as a policeman, he has never amew in as orderly and

.

cooperative community as this.

From his impressions of the interviewing in whiech he had a part, he delineated

iywhoss inte restm,

il

M‘ose wivsg).ﬂ ohildren’m f‘ather’m& mother, or brother |

wnon

/ey o 7 feel toyal
are in Japan¥ ,They are alone in the United States/qmi naturally feel loyal to

‘three different classes of repatriates: (1) “fhs Kibe

N e

Japan)s.né want to return. (2) Those who are ymmst bitter over evacuat ion, Limer

refu-s.fﬁo cooperate with the United States because they were disoriminated against

as enemy aliens, (3) A miscellaneous group oonsisting of weaker people who " have

either been swayed by repatriatine-friends or pulle 1 along in a group trend toward
. Qaswsra, M by aa ,L,&»—’j

rapatriation,\]\ W &¥e old and are returning to Japan to die, Thev are not

strong either way, It is not a question of loyalty or disloyalty with them,

Graves anticipated no trouble. He said, "Thers will be arguments among people
pro and ocon and occasionally they will get emotional.' But he also said he has
channels by which he can tell when trouble is coming and as far as all indications
show, things are pretty quiet,

He mentioned that his committee sent about the usual percentage to segregation.
About 20% was delegated to group 3 for another hearing, These were the people abou

W e e

whom the committee had doubt, & of the people who had answered "no" had not

signed up either for recatriation or expatriation,




one gY¢¥/Caucasian, Miss Iancaster, the missionary who has spend

twenty year s in Japan, voice concern over the fate of the Kibei

going to Japan, A few insolent Kibet who were interviewd convincedeven

/BHATS /1R / T2V it/ Xt o /0 ) ot /A RIS Ay A Ll /AT A f /
Y/ YA AL /14l il o /aitols s e / By/51(61/6 /

Brown that the @yYd{d(7/y/ fear oF AWV 1A Y 3 {9 T e /o495 / v 10 10m06
Yol v /sy /

and riots eXpréssed by sevepa] Caucasiang and a few timorous Japanese
was %“.m_w) !./1.»-.,;.46;4\_4,\,‘,1 -

Hebing WeoYd/ prescnted the Viewpoint of the most sympathet io
of the interviewers T shall present the almost Verbatim remarks of
some of the less sympathetic, Uiy, Shelley couid Probably be placed in
the middle.. He ig & business man and gets along moderately well with
éVacuees. T interviewd My, Graves, the head of Inte rnay Sgour ity
out of personal curitosi I interviewdd Rogers, Strik lend and
YdAY {d¥/ard Miss Butterfield because their committee had Wyed/ddrdisvea
AV /WddY/ recommended souch a Rarge UAYISMIALY /THY oy delntaid /47/
number of people for segregation, Emeriok, who,, ¥ /EUYdd 1/ accolld ing to

e et

those who fo1iow WolteR's Princiap 1es ,:'Ls the most anti-evacuaeAindi vidual
to servea s an interviewier was fortuanly in Rogers offica md FEin/y
Ydery/ naturally assumed that I weyig be fery glad to hear what he
had to say, I showed Proper acpreciation.

In interviewing thes individuals W T1aig on flattery with

¥Y¥ddY indelioste generesity. I oonvinced them that ¥H my study would

not be complete unless I made an honest atterpt toshow both sides of the

pioutre, They apgreed ard spoke freely and,with the possible éxcefdtion of

STrickland who wos o bit bagy, quite honest 1y




I have had extended conversations with severail of the

committeemen who might be sonsidered outstanding for their reasonable

end sypathetic attitude §4¥/ toward the evacuees. Fgud/d// e/

¥9v9/ They took their tasks Wery seriossly and all were imprewsed with

the hongsf';?n};};fg/#fﬂy’/and sincerety 88 character showed by meny of

the svacuses mtervmwed. Soims suo “ozadlv hard headed business men
pj.-\\,l »mvjﬁa{

deve loped a charsgterit 10311\;‘;\300131 - worker's attidude in y(gf

their concern over the fate of certein of the Nisei who weyy/

had seid NO-No AAA /ST /AL /6/ /4P HY as = protesta gainst

injustice and were refusing to change. MNgyy/ Several such Vot ti—

indiwidmads were refused segregat ion {f/dPPdgividn// by the

commit tee s [TH/BEEFFLYIAA/ B /YRIIY ] [RoA/MAY /4dY ity

marks

sshEbmenke JPYYYYAAYdry abait "the poor kifds who don't know

what thery're doing_, my daar,”were expressed by some of the

female Wy staff members, partioularly those wh o had been in

0lose contact with some partioular able, charm ng Nisei who had
proven to be an ae‘bmant "NO-No.,"Why, they're all Ameriosk « What

will they do when they get to Japan? I can't understand them,"

fHy/ Nr. Shelley, the head of the FASFW¥Y Community Enterprises,

was per ticularly concerned about theharm that these American- trained
Jgp anese om 1d do if they were allowed o 7o badc t ot he orient . -

Ay
e I should 1ike to suggest that this attitude mi;‘;‘m:j

M \.tu.\&w s

be &n unoconsfdous protest against the absandonment of American

culture by indiviudals whom thevagl(z;(;!g’;/;{;{g’ﬁgf T L1/

w3 catemImers bhad oome to x agard as R A T N A YA LY

entirely Amerioan in ettitude and upbringing. Thewsh 78 J/W AL/ 4/

AYT ALY Ty / DAY A Wﬁwﬁ’vfﬁﬁm’/ﬂ/’f/h’iﬁ/ﬁiﬂﬂ/ﬂﬁ/ %ﬁe rm) nigRst ion
ok esvaad Ll s,

of these Ni sei to stand b thefi answers vms TSR i ——-—

ins_l%lt.,%ese Caucasians regarded them as sufficiently close members

of i i
Bheriosn S0clety to try to wean them back into the fold C?

I hesrd on 1y
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Sinoe I have Mad 1itt1e opportunity to make friends with
Peérsons who are repatriating and sime both repatriates and "No-Nog"
are hesitant about discussing their ideas wven with Japanese frierds
much less with a Hakujin I was not able to get any first hand information e_4/
ﬁi’/}"Kﬂ/ﬁ/ﬁdrfa//i’rfﬁr%'é/#M//Wafﬁ/v’ﬁ’/i’ri‘z’s/NY?ng/ to what the
Persons wio underwent the so /Yoo tid iy inteyv iews thought of theip
treat ment, However, I received repeated assurances fron indirect sources
bhat Yo/ doveYRY /SUINEAA A/ in penerar PeOD® thought thematber was
being handled very fairiy, Nobody voiced any particular comnlaintﬁd
that was repeated to me. The committees were thought to he doing
their best,

I have very good resson to beliﬂ}bhat this widly /¥

@Eilkse- policy of giving of /Wiy / the MgE "No-Nos™" every reasonable

chance to ehpid segregation and even refusing segregation to some

phity eyt Wuller .
. gjfﬂijm-—m“] Nisei(\%eﬁ requestsm §

i | et P | I was told by r&m membar of the

admnistrative staff that 8 Bennett got to hear of it it would cause

& Ereat deal of trouble and that if the news 1eaked outside the oamp
J‘ft//v/ﬁﬁﬁ/ﬁ#dﬁ#/ﬁm’iﬁdﬂu#/r#ﬁdwﬁ;/rfﬁ o the America mblic it
would "positiv;ily raise hell." Of the lattey statement I have

small doubt. If the former ig true, Bennett must either be exceedi ng ly
studpid igtwmes or he WhFY may be préferring to ignore something of
which he disapproves but is too lazy to do anything abmt, Matters

#fﬁ/ﬁﬁﬂﬂfﬁ%’/ﬁﬂﬁﬁfﬁfiﬁ/ nan smoothe ly, after all, and the interviewing is

all over .,

Wolter went so fay 85 to re-hear all of the per sons assipned

to segregatin by the Strickland-—Rbgers cor:ﬂ:ﬁnat_ion. L T O

thuhnnjither Ba;']nett nor the gentlemen oconderneq know anything about this,
" et
But when one conddders theApower of the graps-vine it is WA Al /

12y eertain that they will fimi ot eventualiy.




Se
hesiteted to put the block managers in this position since he felt that "the
people in general do not trust the blook managers.
Wi/ In t'.he sourss of discussing the rumors prevalent among the
evagcuegs I menti nefl thet I had heard the sa 11iest smaples from Caw asiang

gt Qo e """ﬁ""\ W
Wolter became s m anu/thau/]ﬁ he could find out who was 4, }-«é,w_*

tapindf) A Aot s e
T ﬁdﬂﬂz’/t/wZ/Wﬁ/ﬁﬂdf/ﬂ‘o’#?’)irf/d/Wﬁ/nfnfﬁ‘l’lffs‘/ worrying-that
Fid/fdd/ they mere going to lose their jobs DECEUSE ORHF-ielsGekeiim i
8 _feniliBWehe, he *‘i\scw ;:.!h:at they soon had no JOb to worry about.
Inoidente 'y, an aerticle desigmned to stop these rumors appeared on the
front page of $hat dey's newspapey ¥ Ovviously the ZAFAAAY administration
was keeping itself WyXI/{AVAidd/a#/¥¥/ tolerably wedl informed as &0
the pecrle's attitude and wes attempting to reassure them. The artiole
pointed out thet over a million dr}nﬂras wokth of food suup \ie s %d;a raied
in Gila to feed other osflpers, that dairy Ko /¥X and stock herds will be
incressed and that dyhydration of flood on a large scale has been
suthorized. It also pbinted out t hat apppopristions have been
granted b:f[t he @ongress budgeting @ila tBor the fiscal year ending
‘July , 1944, It pointed out that the schoo’ program is heing bui_{é;:r-
up, laborstdries and gn_,‘imnssiums are beeing added amd that vacant stegf
appointments are Juaing‘ continually filled, It ended with the statement
that WRA is committ4d to the care of peo le who wish o reghin in the
cafters,

How much effect thds printed denial of rumors will have I do not

know, It is my impressifin thet people are not quite so restless as

theywere a few weeks .ago but are rethsr maintaining a watohlfful, waiting
attl'&hde. MM d’f}«‘f"AtdpJ- ‘D’WJ M\W—x_v[ -L\ L"‘C/L (“i J Tm_.

Ao g, b g S MWMMKW\—W—Q'
/b.uJL&v\_‘B u% MM‘
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C H‘avmg br ught then' records into some orders

W/\ : . khe adm1n1strat1on W

ﬂf,m the o.wious s:.noerit-r mmm,gﬂrsons the;

intérve md (Each was eXpacted to interview fsorrruLtwenty individuala ,'
."

but Que ¥y aga:m to faulty racordm and 1lish mg ohe hni on 1y )

however, rﬂet With one or two Kloeﬁ. wh'J had = : anm/ﬂttihude

which yW¥d bordered on insolences /Wd Ai%: 3 ﬂaffv"‘:w-,

. ew Brown was not so sure that isaln‘c.ad 1n01de of NILLAALd/

4 Eac!'n/jgad £ bl

t ouble or violencem at bbe taﬂe d‘mmmn.

L

,f/

Iy -oh'ﬁ with Wolter on the morning of NMugust Seventh?
He was taking the tremea@:us job before him very seriously, but
eéxhuded & sense of faith that after segregation everything would go
more smoothly armd that the WRA could really get to work and go places
with the relo ation crogram. After the “oyal had been separsted from
the disloyel" reloeat ion would proceed apace, He menti ned his plan
of AF¥YIH{/W¥/ appointdhg evacuee men of stending in the community
to serve as advisors ani as sources of information for thosewho must

be segregated, Thesemen, will tell the peofile what to do, tell them

whett o do with their property, howmuch they may teke with t hem, where they

08D get lumber for crat Ng> etc. He stateq that h
' @




4,
The men worked in pairs, assisted by a Japanese interpreter and an
usher. 7T understand that a redorder, who noted down the remarks of

the ¢Yddddy evacuee, was also present, 1 W&s informed by Gordon Brown

that theses men had been hand-picked for their reasonahle bfoad-minded
attitude and that they could be relied upon to do as géai a jobas

Ry / /AL /K EIAIA . oould possibly be expected from untraindd individus 1s.
Some concern was felt by Wolter owerone committes W
Stricklend snd Rogers. This ooncern was later ¥@/Y¢ shown to be
@EShe justified sinoce thids committese sssigned two-thirds of their

evacuees to segregation as oompared to the slight 1y more than fifty
:r': L-;,.},.<' 4 -:. L i) /7.:?‘, 2.

perd cent assigned| ff-sibAlidmiiit i by /Y BT T L Enmrmtotety .

This will be discussedin detdd | later,
The only significant remark pg/de’/¥ T heard from

lr. Bennett at this time was one which oould charitably be
desoribed as dense. OYdl//d/Are /40 /9y dilsls/ Wedried /ol /dsiie /)
¢ A small group of the Caucasian staff was wet chine a game of
aroquet and discussine the possible advent of trouble due to
YWy sepregation, Seid Mr. Bennett: "iel1l, it's about time

someé thing was hap ening. We haven't had any exceitement around

here since March,"




3
Having brought their records into some order the administrath on
now proceeded with the me g laborate 1y prepared plan of
. . sezrem /3, Tl@f; ;‘i\r taska*;ls toﬁﬂ’iﬁ(ﬁﬂdﬂ?ﬁ/ 1;1terview the
pe rsons who had answered the WIZI¥ayy/dfy controvertial military
quest ionnaire Wuostims in the negative and had not requested that these
answers be ohanged Before June 15. About six hundred evacuees were
involved, The objeot of the interviews was to determine whether the

THY /¥AY LAY AP  individuals concered wers to be segrepated/
L/MATS Y A KAL) Ao LSBT Y f R SN LT XS oo s A LA o (997 oo

EENSAYLAA /9 L/ UV /9 bW iXYdd or were to be rendered elegible for leave olearm e

and avent.ual relocation., PP¥ Since these first interviews were very

\,wt"“w*l. Dbl

brisf, any MM, were to

be relegated to a special group and given a second more thorough
interview, I was informed that the interviewers were not supposed to
argue with the evacuees, nor attempt to change their minds, However, this
. policy was ignored in gZ¢¥y¥9Y a oconsiderable number of cases where A-gwii. -
'

A
especially conscientious committeemen went to great painsg to try to convinoe (2albhasm,

VAAAL{ VS /Y / coummmmiugpiwe 1issi to ohange their minds. In several cases

committees recommended tls & t,l'}cse individuals be denisd segregation, wn I Q
s aTtenas (LA Lo tttlbw 4
397 Some staff members werd astonished to see before them ; mmg #I7idy evecw ee

of ﬂ‘fq whom they had spoken ¥ almost every day ver suSpaothg the
Aemployees Wﬁﬂﬂ#ﬂ/ﬁ st/ WW#!/WW/WW/WW&WW/W#/#/

Were “No—Nos. Though they had never been to Japan,wsew refused to change

SHEAA #d’/ﬁd’/rfﬂ//s(db(ﬁ Wd’/b’bfﬂ/ﬂfﬁ i,

their enswers, statig that they were answering "No" as a protest agdinst
the injudtice of their treatment as ocitizens and against racial prejudice,
(The evacueelstters reque st ing changes, express the se sentiments so well,
that it is not necessary to X#¥¥/¥WeW/ re1list them here,)

When , howaver, persons were outspoken abaut éhdir desire to return to
Y NEVE. 5 PP YT U S P =
Japan,A placefon the segregati-f 1ist without hesitation.
24 ‘
. The| members of the intsrviag.ng; committeeswere ocarefully seleocted

Py r WY
by Wolter. Eachywas supposed to interview some twenty individuais

but due to faulty recording and listing one committee had only ten.
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chanfe to ses-mmEswmswpuing.onerd observe how such ma bters were maneged,
A, ,Q’J,.
My assignment consisted of spending a day trying to/\’:t list of applicants

for repatriation and the 1ist of those whq_,ha&anm&'l\l\‘\d" and had not

|
bhanged t‘neu' mmds since July 18w~ complete and corrsot, Some of the

m—— gy e W = \ j
/“ S — g -//
- racords were in a duplorab}e MESS, Thom acocepted by

/ Py /Jw.., AN
Freeland's predecessor ere partioularly inacourata. The #WY¥/ work was

complicated by the faot that only about three-fourths of the applications

for repatristion were available at Gila; the remainder had Ween made to

the 8 anish consul and were in Washington, However, with the aid of
a oonsiderable staff of Japanese olerical help the lists were finally

brought into some order.

A ——————

el p——

4 P (:'_Z_.ﬂ_,a.,m;"‘,x i w—/&,,\, o f \ A ,/(‘) C,L, 2 ,I ‘,'-VE Y, /‘J-'r A ; l;_

——

A
(] F'\ U’“p\

7,3 RN P L /,/‘ﬁ v & /l, ‘;". ! { F—QG’L—Q—t oA u/z BAA- Tr
Only theyﬂ%/p{g(! vere de tire d for Tule Lakeq AXfdd/Wid/Wiribay /o9 /
WHsX The fate of those who had Fif#d applied after July 1 was
1\ ﬁ’ﬂ’ﬂﬁdﬁ#ﬁﬁ/ﬁ/iﬁrr%/ﬂ/ﬁ#/##ﬂﬁﬂ/ﬁﬂﬁﬁv’éfém{ﬁ#ﬂﬁ/ﬁp’ﬂz’ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ’ﬁﬂﬁ/
unknown, a nd being unknown, gave riise to a tremendous amoomnt of rumor.
Thds group was to be sent to Texas, I¥ /¢ or to Arkansas ( dire fate) or
to Manzanar, Tuttle and Wolter werse quite perturbed over these runors and

Tuttle 1 did their origin to pro-axis graips., Had he paid more attention

to the rumors ourr:ent among FaWd¥digg the Caucasian staff he would have

realized that worry, anxisty, ignorance and probably stupidity We¥d/¥¢/
ERYY /7Y /Yo (B /YF /YMode weremfar more potent causes than FH/YH/
any amount of fifth column aotivity; He actually made an attempt to

trace them baok to their source., Needless to say, he did not succeed. /

i SIS M E' » “‘““W
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War and Evacuation

It has been one year and ten months since two
great powerful nations, American and Japan, entered the
Second World War., None of us would belleve, or had expected
Japan to enter this war against America. Befor entry of this
war, I was worrying about the international situation
because the freindship of two great nations was suddenly
taking step toward a crisis, I believe the abandonment of
commercial treaty was one of the most serdous steps.

I had hoped that when the Japanese peace envoy
arrived to the capital for peace negotistion and exchange
of mutual understanding on the matter, it might turn out
to a better situation but that hope and dream were suddenly
perished when Japan attacked Pearl Harbor.,

At the time of Pearl Harbor attack, I heard the
ma jority of people were talking about fifth column activ-
ities on the Pacific Coast and also I read so often re-
garding the same facts in the newspapers, giving them
warning, I, myself would not like to see the American con-
timent facing a second Pearl Harbor because it will be
the most dangerous disaster for national security and the
rest of the American people.

Right after Pearl Harbor attack, the publie
raplidly watched every inch of our movements with the most

suspicious and doubtful eyes. I beldeved the public and

government thought there Wr¥¢€ were a number of Japanese




ng

Secret angencles operating in the island of Hawaiil at the
time of the attack, and helped them out To a successful
raid., Not only that but also, the public and federal gover-
nment had to take deep consideration for the Japanése
situation in Californlia, because Czlifornia's Pacific Coast
is too vital for the maintenance of national defense and
where numbers of military imstallations have been establ-
ished and operasting.

Under such circumstances, I believed the
situation of Japanese on the pacific coast was very grave
and it might have become a threat to the maintenance of
national defense and for the security of democracy. After
a thorough study of these critical problems and what I had -
observed from the public, I believed the govenment and
military authorities had reached a final decision on how to
prevent nation and to relieve the public from these serious
problems in the best conduct.

There was only one way to choose for the settl-
ement of this critical situation., Whether, Japanese could
stay in the vital military defense area or not was the
blg headache, The best way to conduct and settle this
problem was to oust those Japanese from the restrilected
militaty zone, By means of doing it, the nation will remain
in seeurity, guard itself from the enemy and be able to
maintain war policy for the final victory. The resolution

of this diffecult problem finaly appeared as a mass Japanese

evacuation from the pacific coast to inland states,
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So far as I observed and believed on the movement
of mass evacuation, and from my point of view, it was un-
avoldable. Strategically, it must be done to sscure the
nation's sefeguard, regardless of its circumstances and
facts, It could not help doing that for us while the nation
is facing tremendous danger from the potential enemy,

As I thoroughly studied this whole complecated
situation, I have a little doubt and feeling that the eva-

cuation could not had been done by strateglcally but also

there might had been the involving of the priciple of racial (

prejudiCE.LI believed the force evacuation was the Pesult of
it, ineluding 75,000 loyal Japanese American ciltizens, Later
on the effect of evacuation was shown on the day of military
registration, Fﬁrthermore, this military registration has
influenced some for the present resettlement program, which
depends upon the way the questions have been answered?

From my point of view, judging this stressed
national stand point, the military authrities had to do this
strictly on the basis of strategical point, as I said before.
However, only one thing I have remained deeply in my heart
and I have been kept thinking ever since this evacuation took
place is the movement of 75,000 loyal Japanese American born
citizens. I shall never be able to understand the necesslty
of such a movement, because at the time of Pearl Harbor
attack, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and other goven-

ment agencies had arrested what they considered the most

1 :
0 intends racial prejudice and not only military necess ity was a
feotor in evacustion, !




dangerous element,

For this reason, I believe the rest of the
majority Japanese inclu@ting 75,000 American citizens are
harmless, faithful, and diligent. But, since we had the
military registration we were classified into two ma jor
groups., One 1s known as loyal and other as disloyal, As a
matter of convenience, the people & at the centers have been
calling them "yes men" and "no men".

The evacuation, military registration and resett- 1

lement program have beenso closely related to our present

living that we are not able to consider them separetely.\‘

The evacuation had brought us into the most tregic and
miserable situationff in our lives as citizens of America.
In addition the movement has completely ruined our home,
properties, happiness and the neglect of respected elivil
rights, PFuthermore, it has taken away freedom and completédgy

lsolated us from the rest € world,

lThis isa most significant remark,

i
!
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I shall never be able toforget the day we
entered the Assemblj Center, I still remember very clearly
the day we arrived which was quite late in The evening. i
We were marched toward the camp under the guard of militar%

police, as if we were prisnors of war, There we had to staﬁ

the most darkest three months under the constant watech of {

L)

heavy military guard, I truly realized how war is so mis-
erable for human beings.

Three months later we were ordered to move to
another inland center known as Relocation Center, Since we
came to Relocatioﬁ Center, we are having a little more
enjoyable and happier lives as compared with those gloomy
three months in Assembly Center. In the midst of our terrible
busiest time in arranging home and making furniture, we had
to face a most important military reglstration which was
extremely irretating and exciting to the public and reached
to the boilling point. Owing tothe military registration,
some of the families really got into trouble and became
divided in opinion. |

It seemed to me there were considerable mis-
understanding and contradiction smong Japanese concering the
military reglstration and evacuation, which was related
closely as rights of Japanese American citizenship, I could
not understand thoroughly and the worth of the necessity of

military reglstration, because I felt we had never been
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treated as if we were citizens of America within the
barbed wire fence. Not only that but also our freedom and
rights have completely ruined which was the life line of
democracy. Of course, legalﬁ and constitutionally we shall
remaln as cltizens, As a matter of fact, I do think we shall
never be able to remain as citizens as long as present
gloomy lives continue. We feel always as if we were treasted
as prisnors of war,

With regard to military registration, I shall
have to express my opinlon frankly. As I look back to early
evacuation to Assembly Center, I thought we were no longer

remaining as citizens of America., Because the rights as

citizens have. completely been infringed and distrusted as
citizens, In view of these facts, I thought we shall have
no longer the duties and opportunities as a citizen for the
duration. However, at the time of registration, I found out
we are still lowal American citlizens, Therefore, they said
we shall have the duty to serve the country.i

In democracy, I believe with sincerity that
people love freedom and respect it. People are created
equaly and have the same privileges. I have been in America
exactly eleven years and I love with all my heart the beauty

of democracy. I have learned and am deeply impressed with

the worth of democracy esmd how valuable it is for people who

love freedom, As I studied carefuly the history of America,

I could easlly understand that America has been fighting for

10 has a considerable penchant for irony, which is very apparent when
one converses wWith him. Tt is difficult for him to express Nimmeag ot
gracefully in English.
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democracy aml freedom within the barbed wire fence? If you

take freedom from us, we can no longer remain as American

democracy, freedom, and people, But do you think we have /
g
!
b

citizens. There shall not be exlisting the rights of citizens.
Because our country is a free country, freedom, I have been
living as one free man of a free country add our freedom
shall not be fear from the enemy, If our freedom has been -
infringed, we ¥ shall fight for it wikh all power.

Of course, I would like to serve and contribute to
the country so that I could feel at least we have some pri-
vileges, But the result of military registration, I had to
abandon these privileges and opportunities because I did not
gave them favourable answer, There is only one thing I want
to make myself clear to everyone 1is to not misunderstand
that I gave an unfavourable answer, because someone thinks
I hate to go to war and to be kill, That is not my reason,

I am not that much of a yellow coward,l

Prior to PearlHarbor, thousands of our Japanese
Americans have been drafted by the National Selective
Service Lawe. Ever since this horrible murdering war broke
out% they have been playing the most vital role in defending
their country all over American war theater, Showing the
most remarkable, excellent performances and conducts - our
thousands o friends of Japanese American soldiers are figh-
ting for democracy, freedom and people, Not only defending
himself from tremendous dangerous potential enemies but

also they are fighting for their coming generation, to bring

1

This is, nevertheless, an important factor in the reguests for
Segregation,

Five yesrs sgo most Americans spoke of war as "horrible and murde ring '
For reasons which I shall not attempp to analyze, this attifiude is not




J‘Plﬂ::e Re.'oc”‘-oﬂ P
Ncrof L"bfdry pevy

them into hopeful, better, and happier future., At screaming,
bloody, and brutal battle front they are willing to sacri-
fice thire lives if the nation need it for secufity,.

On the home land, those who are working at vital
national defense factories realized how important our home
front 1s. Our home front 1s just as Important ms well as
those who are fighting at the battle fileld, Every defense
worker women, and children are helping in the war efforts

far final victory. What we do and think will help directly

or indirectly and willl highly influence the moral and

fighting spirit of those who are overseas,

We shall have to glve them the feeling that we are
doing our part at war industries, agriculture, and admini-
stration, We shall have to give them the feeling that we are
glven full opportunities in defending nation, the protection
of our rights, and the security of our families, We shall
have to show them our cooperation, unity, and the deter-
mination, We should not 1let them have to worry and fear
about our home front so that they could fight with the
fullest energy and power to destroy enemy's foot print
completely from the earth, If we have not been given the
opportunities, the protection of our rights, and the security
of our families at home front, how can they fight with their
full power against the enemy? They shall faill spiritualy,

If the nation and the people want them to fight and win the

war, we shall not let them have toworry a bit about their

COnsidered proper now. However, it is still ms ifested by many of
the evacuees whether they are segregees or not.
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Tamilies at home}

But, here is the most momentous and difficult
problems confronting their femillies which have deeply imp-
ressed me to the bottom of my heart, As I said before, our
thousands of friends of Japanese- American soldiers have
been demonstrating for us the most excellent, splendld, and
brlliant gbilities in the an armed force. However, as I
turn my eyes to their families, I really feel sorry for them,
Thousands of their femilies's sons are fighting to regain

the rights, privileges, and security. What do they feel and

think when they get furlough and visit théir folks at Re-

location Center, and see their home surrounded by a barbed
wire fence, Of course, thelr families have been given pro-
tection and security by the goWebnment authorities but I do

think none of us want that kind of protection and security

| rmm—
Py

without freedom and privileges/bo you think their Fuiittion
have been granted the same opportunities and privileges as
the rest of the Americen families of a member of armed force?
The majority of their folks are enemy aliens, I do not know
what legal status it 1s and what connection they do have with
those American rights but I wish America would grant a littke
more opportunities, privileges, and better treatment as
members of the armed force so that thelr families realize
what our sons are fighting for% The embroilment of the home
front will bring them into the most serious national dis=-

aster, It will soon greatly effect those who are fighting

i
Here we see an expression of the Japanese concern for the family.
Here again O employes the irony of which he is so fond.
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on the battle field, It will have been loseing their hope
for what we are fighting, The collapse of home front will
mean the collapse of the battle front, I believe, the
people stand together, cooperative with government, and

unity of home front will bring nation into the final victory,
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In regard to the second most important resett-
lement program, I could recall the early evacuation to
Assembly Center, During the months I was in Assembly Center,
I thought Japanese alien and Japanese American born would
not be able to go outside except within center until the
war is over, But, since we came to Relocation Center, the
whole situation has changed., We were allowed to go outside
to relocate upon the investigation of F,B,I., except the
restricted military zone and be able to find a job through
out W,R.A. angencies,

This resettlement progrem hes influenced quite a
bit of Japanese, perticulary, among Nisei, After we have been
over year in camp, the majority of Nisei are getting tired
of the way of camp living and gradually realizing the worth
of camp life, In fact, this is not a place for us so they
feel they might as well go outside. Ever since the resett=-
lement program has proceeded, they have been talking much
about the resettlement and a large number of young people
have been gong for outside employment to the middle eastern ¥
states, But here is the most critical and worst point which
I have been hearing by some minority grouppregerding reset-
tlement, some of the Nisels are only considering relocation
for amusement, in stead of showing to the public their loyal
attituded This is really discouraging. to me, I do not say
everyone because in most cases they have been successfuly

relocated and doing fine work in various cities, Also there

1This ident ical complaint is heard frequently from the Issei., O. as a
Kibei tends to indentify himself with the condervative group. One does

{Mﬂ__ggzahear the expression of ooncern over the scendnlous behevior of Nisei
on the outside from the older Nisei sewwemwssddys They hrve perhaps
fel len more to the Amerienn tolerance of "flaming youth,"
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1s a minority group which have been interfered by the result
of military registration, the way they had answered the
quations, A few people among this group has been suffering
because previously desiring to relocate but as the result of
registration this minority group had to abandon the hope un-
less they change their decision,

As far as I can see, this resettlement program
has been carried out satisfactoby among those who had
already relocated. Ever since the end of military regis-
tration all residents in the cemp, truly realized that this
isﬁno longer a place to live.1N0ne of us wants to stay in a
place like this for life, Everybody is anxious to get out of
here to some other place where they could get a little mor e
comfortable and enjoyable living, W.R.A. and other local
angenclies have been trying to help us out to relocate as
much as possible and want us assume the normal American
living.

We have been appreciating the way W.R,A. helped
us for relocation, Everybody must understand there is cons-

ldereble difficulties confronting the large familied's rese-

ttlement as compared with those badc elors and young couples,

In accordance with the evacuation our Japanese had to give
up agriculture, business, and other various enterprises,
This brought us into the most hardest spot to the present
relocation plan not only that but also at the time of evec-

vation, the majority of them had sold out their vital farming

1 .
This is not true. Even Issei plrents of very Americenized Nisei are
in the great majority of cases determined to steay in for the duration,

Py




tools very cheaply which are never be able to buy under
the present circumstancé except those who had vluntarly
evacuated to the middle eastern states, Without those
toéls the farmers are not able to plough the virgin soil,
reise vegetables, and produce foods as well as soldiers can
not fight wighout weapons and with empty stomack. Beside
that large number of evacuaee has spend large amount of
money ever since evacuation., On account this some minority
group need help badly economlically as they desire to relocate
and start to farm, As you know already, the majority of
evacuaee are farmers and possess abilities, skill, and expe-
rience for agriculture, Without those help, they can not
hardly relocate and help farm production.l

With connection to resettlement, loyalty and
disloyalty has been highly taken into consideration and
considerably effecting those who wish to go out and re-
locate, Particulary, those who have been designated as dis-
loyal by W.R.A. is really a big problem, Those who have
changed to loyal attitude, are being released upon careflul
inquiring and envestigation by the W.R.A., officials, &

Loyalty and dislogaelty is a familiar topic among
the people and 1t seems tome they love to debate aﬁout 1t,
If you analyse the meaning of loyalty and disloyalty, it

hardly explains clearly and brifly. In other words, I can

2
not hardly understand what dgree is disloyalty and loyalty.

According to the military registration, I was designated as

1A good expression o a general oamp sentiment.

2

0, in this respect, does not differ from most of the Caucasian and
Japenese reésidents in camp,




a disloyal citizen by W.R.A., I swear I did not do that on
purpose, I do not believe and hope the disloyal atthtude
means dérect sympathy to the Japanese government, or

hating American government., Yet, you are not able to find

or see the real disloyal people among those who are known

as disloyal, None of themhas ever been arrested on the

grounds of sabotage or interference of W.R.A, policy since \

we had military registration, None of them has ever been
trying to organize pro-Japanese asctiveties and prefer to
be Japanese., I feel something deeply in my heart that we-
still have American ideals and thoughts., I believe the
majority of those who are known as disloyal have the same
feeling.l

We are Japanese and Japanese American generation.
We hereditied our Japanese blood because our ancestors
were Japanese., I am an American, I am a Japanese American
because my parents are Japanese, As a Japanese American,
hot Japanese blood is circulating in my body and I also
posses American ideals and thoughts @#yist as the rest of
the Americans because I had been educated in America,
I would not like to throw away our oriental culture, In
fact, I shell not be able to abamion our hereditied beauty
of culture as long as we want to remain as Japanese
American. I never had the intention of not learning the
beauty of American culture. I have learned the beauty of
American culture., As long as we want to remdin as Japanese

Americans we must posses the.combination of American and

EkantEWBtthy expression of the gulf which separates the evaouee and
administrative point of view on loyalty and disloyalty. To the evacue e
the ®illingness to work hard, behave himse1f, and serve in the army

if drafted oconstitutes loyalty. To the sdministration - the proper
reply to questions 27 and 28, 17 ALY oy mlvarh ;




Japanese culture., Without either one of them, we shall

not be able to remain as Japanese American, I love my

//<?ather country as well as I love my mother country.
(64

However, under the present clrcumstances I must choose one

of them, to be American or to be Japanese,

The great majority of Japanese American had shown

loyal &ttitude on the day of military registration, It

gseems to me those who are designated as loyal, prefer to

\

N
registration, army authorities asked us answer the questions

be American while those who are designated as disloyal

prefer to be Japanese, As far as I understood the military

with sincerity and swear unqualified allegiance in defending
democracy and freedom from the potential enemies,

But I hear some people answered those guestions
with consideration for money and property they left in
California, The minority group had changed to a loyal
attitude because they wanted to go outside, because they
had to teke care d the properties and families} It is
perfectly all right to do that but I surely hate the reasons
for which they changed. Of course, I would like to have
money as much as I could because money is a most valuable
precious thing, But I shall not be able to sell my faith
and pride as cheaply as that, Sometime people lose life
because of money., I shall be glad to sacrifice my life in
what I believe is justice. Money mekes properties and makes

people live happier lives. Money means everything and

8 e
This, I beliebe, is absolutely tmme and may be proved by an

examination of the letters WHEAZEER written by persons desiring to
change their andwers from No to Yes.
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influences our common daily lives, lMoney distingishes people
into rich and poor, People are working very hard and fightimg
for money to live, The various defense workers strike

because they demand more wages and want better living., I
really hate to hear people talklzabout money and properties
while thousands Americans and Japanese Americans are fighting
overseas, Do you think they are fighting for money and
properties? They are only concertrating on fighting to

destroy the enemy and to bring peace with them.1

LThe opportunistic attitude ff of many of the evacuees, which

O correctly points out is most repugnant to him, At the time of
my first visit he remarked, "Most of the fellows who changed their
answers did it because they wanted to stay here and make money,
That's 81l most of the Japmsnese came to this country for anyway ,
A11 they want is money, money, monep.,"




I must write about the most distingished person
I have ever met in my past twenty-né&ne years of life. He
is a grey haired typical English medical doctor, He is
well educated, polite and is a possesor of a most disti-
ngished personal charactor, He is the only one who gave me
freedom, opprortunity to study, and the privileges as a
citizen of a free country, I had stayed with his family
for eight years and have been influenced and learned a
great deal by his fine charactor and leadership. I can
hardly express appreclation in words for what he has done
for me, He treated me as an equal and a respectable citizen.
He advised and lead me as Bhough I were his beloved son and
I still feel as if he were my father, I shall never be able
to Torget nor repay him for what he had contributed for me,
I deeply asmire him from the bottom of my heart., In spite
of his kindness and hearty hospitality, I could not give
the proper answer on the military registration truthfuly
and sincerely. Personally, I shall do anything for him with
in my power, but as I look over our unresolveable circum=-
stance, I was not able to give the proper answer that he
would have liked.

I believe the prineciple cause of those who are

- going to Tulu Lake is mainly depending upon the force eva- (-

o

cuation and the result of military registrat?on.{As I read

one of the military questionier, I really sank to the

bottom of the ocean and put me on the tough spot., As long as




Japanese blood is circulating in my body, I was not able
answer properly because I love my father country as well
I love my mother country. I could not give a punch right
the nose of either one of them, So you can see what a
difficult stressed situation we had to face.
He will be disappointed as he hears I am known
as a disloyal, expatriator and being transfered to Tule

Lake segregabion camp, I hope he will understand my circum=-

stances and am hoping no matter where I go our friendship

:%ill remain unchanged for ever.

]'Note well,




