COUNCIL'S
RESOIUTION ON
.A'rnocnms

5.
BROWN'S NOTES CONTINUED -
January 28, 1944

Last night the radio released news of Japanese stroocities in the
Phillipines. Wolter hed arrenged to eseort Tosh and Mrs. Goto to L. A,
for soms oivil suit but after brosdcasts he and Bennett decided that it
would be inedviable; the boys would be less than every likely to get
& faldr hearing.

This morning he decided tmt it would be useful for public relations
if both oouncils passed a resolution on the matter, Later in the morning
Bennett announced that if the resolutions wers passed before 4:00 p, m,
the Arizons Republic would festure them. Iater he announced that &¢
EhEiRESAIOLELLELREERLLELLEELRERAREIAL. A, P, would eirculate them.

So after the morning staff meeting Wolter sugzested to Ando(President of
Canal Community Couneil) and Miyske thet suoh redodutions be passed and
both made errangements to es)] emergency meetings at 1:30 p. m. Wolter
Miyake, Ando, Kato, Ishizu, Nishimure, Ver1lin snd 1 spent the rest of
the morning &8rafting an appropriste motion,

When the meeting opened, Miyake proposed than an appropriate
resolution be passed. Morimoto immediatly got up sand said tm t it was
impoBsible that Japanese could have done these things, and such a statemert
should be included in the resolution. Miyske was ready for this, Before
going to the meeting they hed shown the resolution to Hikida. He had
ssid that it was impossible thst Japanese could have done such things.
Ver 1in pointed out that it was impossible to eonvince Americans of that
fact. Hikida saw theé impliocstions., He said "Yes, that was my first
reaction, I advise you to be very careful how you present this
resolution.”

Miyeke, thds, after Morimoto had spoken, said that it would be

inadvissble to diseuss @11 the details in couneil, it would take too

long. He suggested thet the counci) first consider whether a resolution
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should be pessed. The Ct;unoil voted thst a regolution should be
pedsed. Morimoto steted that he wes against it, but, as it had been
pointed out that it was to the advantage of the Nisei, he would vote
"Aye"™ to make it unanimous.

Miyake then got a motion that empowered the Exeoutive Committee to
draw up an sppropriste motion. During the discussion, Ishizu nearly
spilled the beans two or thres times by getting up to say, "Shall we make
the r esolut ion publio now?" He speaks slowly, and Miyake guessed what
he was at, so he drowned out the end of the sentence each time, (Ishizu
said afterwards, "I wasg darned slow. I didn‘t see what you were driving
at.")

The motion was finally passed . Even then Miyske didn‘t give
sway the fact that @ resolution had been prepared. Fukushime suggested
thet Wolter be inocluded in the committee. Miyake said, with a straight
fece, that Myr. Wolter would probably prefer to have the resoiution
oome entirely from the evacuees.

Only after the Council had adjoured wes the prepared resolution
shown the committee. At this point Verilin called up Canal. He heard
from Mats Ando thst the resolution was getting tough sledding. He
immediately omlled up Wolter. Wolter was with Bennett., I answered.

He to01d me thw news, said he wanted to talk to Wolter, then go to

Canal, I went over and got him, brought him to Wolter and the three of

us went to Ceanel together., It wes on this trip and return that he

told us what had happened at Butte snd what R&&ibhhbbbbe& I have written
sabove is entirely from Verlin., (Neither Wolter nor I sttened either meeth g,
advisedly.)

At Canel, Verlin was to go in, Wolter wos to wait ouside and not go h

undess called. But it was too late. The Council hed sdjourned, teking

no action. Mats Ando, George Horiuchi and a Nisei were left. A brief

convaersetion was a1l we had time for,.




R. Hankey - motes - 1/28/44
T.%.

Ando hed had the resolution transl ted. He thought the translation
must hove been bad. On presentstion several Issei had objected, (1)
Jepsnese could not &&%&hk heve done these things; (2) Any resolution
should embody a statement to that effeet; (3) to pass a resolution as
proposed would be to sccept the propsgeande as truth.1 Disoussion lagted
over an hour but they got nowhere. If it had rested with the Nisei on the
Council, it would heve passed. As it was, the Counoil had adjourned withm ¢
taking any sction, just five minutes before our arrival., Ando was

deppessed,

On the way back, we sgreed thet Ando should not have shown
the resolution, in English or Jupnn;sc. We also agreed that Ando
ghould not heve been léft to do the job slone; five members of the
Butte Council had been present at our preliminery eonferemnce; Ando
only from Cansle
. On the drive back Verlin eommented that the Issei believed that
90% of the war stuff on Amerieen redios was mwre propagands and untrue;

while they believed that 90% pf the @geterial on Radio Tokyo was true,

TNTEhal SECURIT Y INVESTIGATION

It happened that on Friday of this week (Jan. 28) at Wolter's
weekly meeting, it was the turn of Intérnal Seourity to speak,
Graves brought Nichol, Ben Fukuzewa (of Csmdl) young Fukuzawa and
Norman Takusagawa, Ben Fukuzawa resd the report buk the conversation
was more interesting. Wolter said he wanted this poliee dnquiry to

¢lesn up sny crookedness, but he would back I. S. insofar as it

2
was in the right, Graves said they weloomed inquiry (%%)e Michol

mede some remarks about the gamblers on the oouncil., I. S, was very

much on the defensive. Niohol also said they had receipts for

10h February 12, Brown told me thot when the resolution was translated
into Japsnese is sounded so erude and harsh thet the jsse i would

not be sble to stommoh it. Whether this is @ peculiarity of the
Japenese language or poor trenslater, we do not know,

2Exclamntion points are Brown's,




8e
every cent of money that hed peassed through their hands,

Wolter said (privetely) thet a1l appointed I. S. staff had sent

. in regignations = no setion taken vot.l

BROWN - FURTHER NOTES ON COMMUNITY CW® NCII Ssturdasy, January 29,

Kondo and Douglas ecame to dinner with us (Mrs. K. being 111).
He did not talk muoh about the Community Couneil, whether from'auapioion ¢
me or becauseof genersa] situation, I cant tull.? His only signifiesnt
remarks on the enti-atrookty resolutions were two (1) He didn't
believe that the newspaper stories were totally true; neither did most of
the Issei; (2) He had voted sgainst the resolution;ad he thought suoh
® resolution should not pess unless baocked by soction, such as an avowal
to buy extra war bonds.

Talked with Oguchi. He reports that most Issei believe that the

reports of Japanese atrocities eare galse and w re propagsnde/ They
express & preference for not talking about it. It is only talked

- Talk with Harry Miyeake on objections to resolution Monday Jan. 31,

about besause of action of Community Counsil.

He says Morimoto's objeotion was stated to be based on objestion
that there was no valid reason for ealling & sppcial meeting of the
Community Couneil, Herry says he replied that he disegreed; he did
think there was a reason. Apparently this was the only overt to side=
trace an unplessent topie, except possibly Kondo's,

Internal Secunity

Regarding the police, they are finding it diffioult to get evidence
on whieh to base gpecifie charges, and at present seem to be confining
themse 1ves to improprieties., Hirose confirms that evidence is hard

to get, for fear of aonnqucnou.3

liftlr long and suiteble prepsration I have intryoduced the Brown's to

the Kondo's. Hmery (bless him) is not going to blab to Brown = partioulirily
when he knows I went to hesr al) about a matter. He#& is never loquatious
anyway . i

I heve no corroborationof this statement
91 take it, this means, evacues fear of internal sseurity.
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BROWN'S NOTES * CONTINUED

Mesting of Canal Comminity Counecil February 1, 1944

. Wolter end I errived late. There was progressing a disoussion on

the position of the diet kitchen and the inoonvenience ocause to many peopie
(it is at Blook 16). Mess Operations Committee and Health Committee
designated to make recommendations.

Formation of Board snd Red Cross

(I was told sfterwards this had been initiated by Miss Thund-r.)l
Agreed thet Iwanegs had let the Red Cross drop end it mmeded reeonstituting,
Iwasaki end Sooial We1fere committee designated to recommend,

Sagaki then read translation of resolution of atrocities. Wolter
and I 18ft. Shortly after, Counon.took a recess to reasemble in a few
minutes to discuss matter of the rcsu.‘all.ﬂ;iu:u'l.a

When they reassembled, Ben Fukuzawa explained to Wolter and to me
what were some of the diffioulties.

(1) & translation of the resolution was almost impossidle. The
one produced last Fridgg was vegue andineomprehencible. The one
produced today was too outright. As it went it was too violent, too
uncompromising and too rude. I gathered thst it oould not be politely
expressed without eiroumlocutions, prefixes and suffixessa nd that without
thase it was orude.

(2) The fact that Issei hed no Americsn oitizenship made them
hesitate. If they passed they resolution it out their last 1link
with Japan, They would be without & country. My own interpretation
it that he meant () they were afraid of the conseguences, because Japan
might win the war or they might be ghipped baeck to Japan; (b) They still
felt @ sort of oultural (psrheps more) loyslty to Japan, &nd did not

want to teke so drastic a stepe

lAsaid:tant to Mr. Tuttle in Socisd Welfare.

2Brwn infofmed me privately that Wolter gave way to some tempérament at
this time. He sisd, "If they don't mss this, I'm through with them,

As Mr. Pukushime wisely states, "Mr. Wolter's only fault is that sometimes
he it too ideslistic."
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The meeting lasted neerly two hours. When they came out, the resolution
had pagsed unanimously, We were informed that they hed debated the transiation
clause by clause., Finally they had passed the English version without coming
to eny conclusion of the Japanese translation., I wes unable to discern whatg
various pressured had brought about the unanimous result. The Nisei and
some of the Issei were for it, the others had been braight to conform in
some wey.

Internal Security February &,

Mr. Hirose turned in the dreft of a report on police. It was full of
vegue oherges but contel ned no valid evidence, Objected to Niehol's conduot
with secretary but nemed no pleces or dates or incidents. Charged him also wd th
desor iminatory conduct.

Wolter was disappointed, He talked long, explained procedure, Said
something might be made of Nichold's attitudes but suggested thet more evidenwm
necessary, Mr. Hirose said specific evidence herd to get for fear of
oonsequences.,

I said to Wolter afterwards that this was typleal of a subjeot people.

Not understanding, or not heving had experience in crocedures for righting

wrongs, they revert to rumor, to agitetion, to informing and to appeals to

apthority. Wolter egreed,
My huneh: the enguiry into the police will be dropped.
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I shall include the no tes Brown mede at this eouneil meeting in tote
sinoe they show significent reverberations of the rewolution passed at

. the previous meeting,

BROWN'S NOTES ON BUT E COMMUNITY COUNC IT, MEET ING - February 7, 1944

The members of the Council were invited to luesh at 42 to see the
children's meals, how the ochildren were teught to finish their meals,
how they were teught table menners, They also saw the special diets,.
After the meal Dr. Tawson explained theldiahiathtdd purposes and told the
schievements of diet, eto. Bhe also told what she wanted. After the luneh,
members strolled to the council house for the meet ing,

The meeting convened 1:50,

Not reedy for police report. Hirose submitted traffie code,

Miyeke: Chair will now adopt motion to adopt traffic dode Saprihinebiiaph form mimeo-
grephed, temtatively (suzzestion by Wolter).

. Keto moved, gseconded, oarried.

Miyske: Ready to discuss voeational training (but both members of committee absent)
Reorestion and playgrounds ready?

Kanagakdi: Origin of recreation Cooperative teken up with Wolter. Dances, eto, breaking
teguletions, These revenues belong to the U, S, Govt. Best to organize
reereation eoop and present to Co-op poterprises, (Memorandum reed,)
Recreation com~ision is asking authority to hold open hearing to hear pros
and eons from all groups,

Miyake: You want counoil 0, X. to go ahead with plan. 238k So moved and earried,

Any discussion of plen? I understnet some broups, baseball, sumo, M, have
funds, What is to heppen to them. It's a serious thing, If 1eft as they
are the community will suffer., We should do our best. Any comments?

Otani: Ever since judicial commision operating, they have fines. These could be used

. by the eomrunity. Pines could be distributed., In the last three cnses

there was $90.00, that has been paid by the people., If ecome could be

retained for recreation, it would be a good way of teking up funds.
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Miyakel It's diffioult. The commision should go ahesd with the hearing,

Ishizu: "To what @ reentage could organizations raise funds to support themseclves?

. (Various remarks.)

Kenegeki: Engekai, baseball, one other, gshould collect enough money to support
Lhehstabessd Other leisure time activities., Better to have reoreation on
larger basis.

Kato: That's a good plan. Other steps sre possible. Eliminste private enterprise. New
we are still awaiting Washington's decision, Would it be fair to ask the
Gile River Co-op to tlne over? How much would WRA econtribute?

Miyake: But this is separate,

Keto: But Co=op can issue only one refund. All this must be oonsidered., Also, if
committes recommends to Coop councilfp it must then go to delegates.

Wolter: Thus it comes back to the community. The aim is to coordinate activities
making money to aid the comrunity. Profits would thus go to the eommunity
not to groups such as Engekai, Propcrgy would also belong to the eommunity

Aratani: Is this beecsuse Washington wants 211 reereation to be self=-supporting?

Co=op. We would have WRA property on CAS inventery.

Wolter ¢ (Explaine further - condensation)WRA stil) contributes - mostly staff,
Equipment budget is low, Recrestion Co-op would spend earned money for
good of a11 comrunity.

Kato: Could have 8 SffEf#f separate Co-op? I am afraid if present Co-op were asked,
they would say they have enough t o do now,

(Mueh diseussion, I eouldnit follow)
Miyake: Ist's get the opinion of the organizations. Iet the commision go ahedd,
A1l right with the body? to report later? 0.K.
Housing reports on seoreen door. Fukushime speaks in Japeanese.
Miyske: Buginess of orgenization of committees. (Refers to mimeographed sheet.)
. Thought the Block Managers could help the ecouncil in various work, The
@1ook Msnagers are doing some work elresdy. Kinshita named soms. (Nemes

them) The chair 4s ready to hear motion toncocept these nominations,.
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Kato: Rather then mccept collectively shouldn't we acoept by comnittees? The
. oouncil eould approve the committee selections,
Miyake: 0. K. We sghould also have reprcsentatives from the community at large.

HEW BUSINESS

Miyake; The Red Cross Drive - your ehairman attended the fir st meeting, (Reads

financisl report and goes into detaeil about status of Imasaki) This year

Red cross Program Inoreased budget ‘2,200.00?/ Budget will include secretarie '

salaries, Other progrems: home service, messazes to Japan, There were
2,000 messages last year, There were some undeiivered messages becanse
there was not enough staff, They plen to enlarge first aid and home
nursing. (Goes into further details on budget and progream) I shall

appoint & member of the council body to ettend the next meeting. Then
the boerd of direotors will meet to diseuss weys and means of drive, I
she1l eppoint Mr, Nishioka to be member of bosrd au",‘xepre sentaiive of
. the couneil,
Now as to Community Couteil fund = esn we have Sund?

Wolter: I guess so,

Miyske: Tosay Dr. Tawson gave & lunch, there must be some motdve. (There was.)
(Miyeke names nedds of Dr. Iswson: eurtsins, foed, under eloth a5, uniform
for weltresses) If the counoil has fund it oen spend on sueh things. We
ghould have & commmnity fund, (Harry also talked of control of
expenditure., committes for maximum emount, counei) for Jarger eéxpenditures,
Comment )

Wolter: You already heve trust fund from csmouflsge. If the I?oouoil hed been operative
it would heve received this, Gives precedent.

Miyeke: (thinks) Counci) cen heve fund. Any opinion?
Kato: Cen we get fund from community or e esier gource, For example, oould we get
. camouf 1age?
Miyake: I contacted Cannl, They are now waiting to pay ther refund on income tax

and some olerienle xpenses., Needs sanotion from the community.
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Yemamoto: Jloved it be referred to speoial committee on ways and meens, preferatly

to Tkemoto,
.liyah: "Mr. Ikemoto and Mr, Yameguchi, wi1l you do do?"
Veriin: "That's just = motion,"
Miyake: "I think thet's good enough, go ahead,"
Yamemoto:/™Reeds communieation from Blook Mangers regarding scholarship mﬁte;!'i!ll

from High School. (Iaughter when it was sugrested th-t camopflage fund
be uﬂ.d.)

Miyeke : "I shall refer this to the committee on reloeation and educetion,”

Wolter: "Dr. Iswson asked me 40 ssk he lp for a few peopls to earry food from the

specia) diet kitchdn,"
Miyske: "That wes referred to the Welfere Comuittes. Tt's petting round erd rourd,
Exenple s An old, couple have a granddsughter (i, sged 9, (Harry gets

tengled up) They need help to cerry food, But some don't need help,

. T she1l look into b ceses,” In conjunction with the diat kitohen o9sks memba s

to study uniform question, sppois) committee to study it.
Komuro: (in Jeapenese) Brings ur subjeot of special meeting on Friday.)l
Miyake: (Responds in Japaness)
(The gist of this is that Komura wes not notified of thet mecting, Miyake
says esch block mancper was notified., The seoretary reports 22 present,)
Nishioka: BErings ur some muestion sbout liess 42 in Japanecae)
Miyeke: (Respords in Japanese. Gist seems &0 be number of peocle requirinzg help to
oerry specisl diets,)
Komure: (semes to withdrsw ehjection to nonenotifiestion, but wents explanation of

meet ing)

Miyake: (Expleirs esuse for specinl meeting, Gives details of usefulness of passing

regolntion,)
‘c-un :('Telks ebout resolution)

Mor dmoto: (Reads with diffioulty & memrandun) Gist: At last genern) meeting, I warned

See Hankey notes, Peb. 11, p. 7 for stastement ghowing how Komura's stand
has spread to peopls.
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such topic not good. But meeting prooceded, Decided to pass resultution,
Appointed cormittee to dreft resolution in terms ofloplnlonn of membars of
council, In Hews-Hourisr found resolttion highly emotional, worthy of
High Sohool and Young Peoples' Society. Don't argue good of resolution,
but went to know why there were sueh highehanded methods of drewing up
resolution, departing from visws of council.” (Translates into Japanese,)

Miyake + "Any other disoussion?"

Komure: {In Japanese, at lenghth)

Miyske: Interpretation: "Mr. Worjmote, the resolution is not in keeping with the

opinions of the oouncil.Jd Mr. Komuro, the council bhas no suthority to

' discuss nationsl or interretionsl relstions. I feel thet the interpretatim

of that resslution not well understood .‘(.Aeks Wr. Hireee to read translatim o)
Hirose: (Reads resolution in English, then trensiatee,)

(Some eargument in Japanere - Komuro, Miyake)

.Hi.roac: "jceord ing to My, Mor imoto, we didn't meet his aporoval, He said it was
apoost High Sehool kids rcsolution, That is Morimote's opinion, Iy
depends on how we look at things. You were sppointed to be on committee,
You nfuuld. Others refused, It eama ko we. 1t's unferi of you My,
Mor dmoto ( Interruptions: ordsr restroed) I tried te get out of it too.
Afterthe resolution wes drasn, ,yl;uu're not estiefédd, let me say ona thing:
I egree to publication, although issei, beoause I have far sight, not short
sight. I think of the future of Itha nisei, no matter what T think, The
mejor ity of the nisei want to 1ivé here, This resolution may heve prevented
unplwesant incidents, We e¢en slready go to Phoenix, Ve ghould be big
snough to make some secrifice to maks thig country confortable &2 For the
nisei to 1ive in end not be afraid of the issei, (Trenlatss this gpeech
into Japenese)

(Mor dmoto, Komuro, and Hirose during their various talks used

considerable emphesis,) (rLoud applause for Hirose, Morimoto pats him on

the back,) (Komuro aske a question, Norimoto makes a remark,
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Yememoto: "lMorimote mekes & good point.) But I teke exeception to ono.rcmark.

. The motion wes (1) The Executive committee empowerd to draw up resolution
besed upon disecussion and (2) Deliver it to proper suthorities. (Afte rwardd
smended to sdd & issei to the committes,) You cen't put @ negative poinmt
into & positive motion,"

Komura: (In Jepanese)

Hirose: (Respoids to Xomuro, Komuro retorks in Japanese, "Honesty is the best
policys¥ Diplomeey, (Irughter)

piyake: (rcstores order)

Arateni: "Iet's get on with busiress,"

(Moved sedonded and passed thet transpation ag read bs passed tothe
Jepanese section (of the newcpaper(.)

Miyeke : "We have erippled and heipless children in the cormunitys The Walfare and
Bducetion comrittess sre to meatf with the Block aﬁanaga;s t> find out cages
without reference to fomitdes. It's & touchy question,”

Wolter: "Education hes a survey of that,"

Miyeke ; "Any new business?"

Ishizu: 8B (Distributes questionneire semplee drawn up by relocation committee -
expleins ressons,) "WE have discuesed problems, but no statistios. Better
to read questions first, beforc enswering any,”

Miyake ; "One more problem, Dr. Nekanura is being transferred to Tule lake by his
choloe, lfany eye oasss, besause of duet strom, Asked to termineta, Probd em,
as oommuntiy will be deprised of his servioss, eould he bs retainedmuntil
time to go to Japan."

Wolter: "No," (expiains)

.ui;mku "rhe potients ean't petitioni”

1lnw.mn informed me loter thot Nekemurs wes teélling se eral of his patients
who were sweiting eye operstions whioh his segr-getion would make imooss ibd @,
to come to Tulelake with him,
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Wolter: "It is undersirecble. After segresti-n there will be no disloyal people
here. Bye service wil! be maintained. Tt's up to WrA,

Noke by Fankey: It appesrs herethat Komure gave some document to Miyake,)

Miyake: "Ne. Komuro's letter states that block 59 dnanimously objeots to the
resolutfon, & Wil) not reeongnize this unti 1 signed by the people’
Wolter: "@n whht zrounds objectisnt"
Ishizu: "The reasons should be written down,"
Migake: "iet them wait until they reed the Jepenese ssotion."
Ishizu: ™ihay s the latest dope on people moving out of this center? Nany stoves,
Some &11 reedy to receive Venzaner."
Wolter: "£11 we know : 99 ohenoes outo f 100, Gila to receive kisk new residents.
We don't know whet center, Won't know until Interior or Justice decide,
But we were to prepere to receive new peorle, (Exp;lains at gre ter length)
. (On Miyake's nvitation)
Wolter: "I congratulate the council on the resolution," (Telds dmportent
effeot upon public relations, First time a relocation ecenter has
timed its own public ralations, Time for people to decide on basis of
4deals: to msaist in war effort and be Jepsnese-imericans, or look forward
or backward to retrun to or stey in Jepen, Telks ot length as on previous
ocomsicns. Woudd dome of his remerks possibly be interpretsd as threats?)
Tkemoto: "The financial stotement is now ready, Yonoan see it at my office, We' 11
try to mimeogreph it. (Announced Mas Gote is now msmber of Rinence
committee .)
(¥oved that the report be ¢oofirmed, ssconded, passed.)
(Some §Mek metter brought up by member T didn't know: pesping Toms.
. (leughtey ) (much lsughter, cause of whieh I missg) Matter referred to
Hirose)

Yamaguchi: {In Japanese.)
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Miyeke: "It's one of the most importent jobs. tabor survey and menpower comvission,

Feir play committee. Would 1like two or three from main divisions,

. Coordinante with Canal, Detei 1s will be disoussed by the Exeoutive committee,

(fan you sugzest anyons with broad outline to be inoluded?™
(Minemi mentioned,)
Nishioka: (nemes Suzuki, who ren an employment ageney)
Miyake ; This commission wil) work with the budjet commission, (Bxtends himself on
importence of commission).

(Adjourmemnt )

AFTER THE MEET ING

Herry Miyeke, much re lieved, snorted end shook kimseif. FHe had
expected this ettack ond was gled he hed westhered it., He and Ishizu told
me Komoro hed slways been pro-Jepanese; hed jast Jeanusry (43) bossted he wa d
probebly be picked up, wae surprised he hed not been, Henoe his objeotions
and obstructi-nse Did net understend Korimoto.

Ishizu said there should be minutes of block meetings; council cen't
acvept simple statements such ss thet submitted by Komuro on disapproval
of resolution by Blook 69, I sugrested thet Council ecould at least lay
down qualifications for ploek meetings before they would grant recon-nition,

Ishizu seid poison was seeping from blook 69 to his bleck, 58, He had
met an iseei in the lavetory, the morning after the resolution wes published.
Tssei: "You ghould be reloceted after what you did et the Community Vounoil,”
Ishizu: "laybe you sre the one who should not be here,"

Iyplicetions: (1) The Issei: this is e Japanese Community; you don't

belong. [2) Ishizu: "You should be in Tulelake .




R, Hankey - notes - 2/10/44
On my arrival in Gila from Tule reke, the ¢ ening of February
9, I was informed by Brown thet the two most exoiting events #f taking
place during my ebsence were the Community Council's investigstion of
certein members of Internal Suurit-y end the peo:les’ resction to a
resoluti-n condemning &bhbbibses the recently relessed stories of
Joapancse atrocities. OF momentary interst was a mysterious teochers'
meeting and an attempt by certsin of the 1iberal (b  1iberal I mean
not antieJapanese) women staff members and wives of staf’ members to
institude a brenbh of the Red Cross in Gila,
The following notes refer for the most part to the above mentioned

gubjectas

MIID REVOLT AMONG E [EXENTARY TEACHERS

The teachers in Butte have long suffered a peouliar ineonvenience,
Sinee they ere Civil Service employees they sre required to "remain at
work™ unti) 5:00, Their plece of work is in blocks 41 end 43 which are
. over held a mile from the udministretion buildings, Unless they heve
eors they oonnot pet to these bulldines where the post-office or the
Co-op ( $4 - the Cuucesian Co-op) are loested to ettend to shopping or
necessery business., Other empioyees do not suffer this ineconvenience,

Resentment has been smolder ing for some time.

Stateament by Dorothy Chapmen - elementary teaeher,

"They (Mr., Sewyer and Mr. Striokland) will not come out and make

sy adjustment so thet we tachers osn handle any of our business, so you
sneak off ahead of time if vou want to go to the post office or the e=nteen,
We get only mail at sohool. We ocan't get our parcels and registered
lstters,”

"Hone of us are agking for anything unresgonable, In @lmost any
eight hour job you're permitted a reldef period in the mording and the
afterncon, We oan't do thet - with the kids, Why couldn't they sdd

two relief periods and give them to us teechers at the end of the day?
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The Mesting "Too many people (teachers) have been eeen at the Administration

Building too early. Most of us are allowed walking time, which means we
leave at 4;46, But some have left before, Strickland's been saying you
osn start at 4:30, The girls have been going earlier out of desperation,"

"Seawyer said, 'If you have special business you must e¥plain it to
the principal.' But that doesn't take care of 4 1 the other cases,

“Sewyer jumped Striokland. Striokland said that we couldn’t go home
before 4:45, So everybody was furious,

"Word got to Sawyer that everybody was med,l He said at the meeting
that he'd heard thet there was going to be @ grand show - a grand fight,
He didn't want to miss ite

"The ¢lementary teachers have a meeting every Wednesday. Sawyer
came to t hiz mesting. The highschool teachers had told us that there
was going to be & joing meeting (high sbhool and elementray combined)
and that Sewyer was godng to bawl us out, So we had joingt meeting,
Te started at 3:16 and unti] 4:00 we discussed professional things.

"fhen the high sbhool teachers and Sawyer osme, Sawyer got up
and gave a speech that was &kd a big song and dance. He said we had been
so good and bought bonds, eto. He spoke for 15 or 20 minutes, But he
had it times perfectly. In the last thr-e minutes he brought up the
controvertial questi-ne All he did was mention it and tell us to work
ti1] 4:45, None of the teachers got @ chence to speak although some us
had fine speaches prepared. I had one."

Gn Februsry 12 I sat at dinner with Miss Chapman and Miss Hanson,
snother rebellious teachers. They were thinking of writing & petition
to Mr, Sawyer, asking for the rest periocds. Although I ebould keep my
nose out of such affairs, I could not resist egging them on. Finally
they attempted to compose @ petition, but had diffioculty. After mahy
856440408 hed been written and discarded &k I diotated one in an

impressively sententious tone., They were del ighted.
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Three days later, I heard to my surprise, that all of the ¢ lementary
teachers hadsigned the petition and thet Sawyer had socepted it "as meek
85 a lamb," Sinoe then the Co*op has been allowed to stay open til1
5:15 and the transportation division has arranged to runa bus into Phoenix

at 1:00 on Satumdey afternoons, returning at 9:00 p. m., for the convenience

‘of the tesohers,

KONDOS TRANSIATION OF JANUARY 27 COUNC IL MINUTES AND ADDITIONAI REMARKS

February 10, 1944

“The meeting started at 1:60 ., There were four men absent. Dr. Sleath
and Mats Ando were there., ISr. Sleath made a statement on public heaith
from the stendpoint of the hospital., He said that state inspectors
might rate the health oconditon of the latrine ABCD. Sleath said there is
no ABCD - ites good or bad. And now it's not good} He corroborated Dyo
the sanitary inspeotor for the hospital. He adko asked for blood donors
and for people to come sand get tested.

“The Isata of Mess made e report thet those who live on the north
side Bf the main road goes to the hospital for the baby's special diet.
EhbskiMha The others go to 42 mess. Pedple are not to take any food
from the mess halls.

"Then Hirose mede @ report. He said he'd 1ike to have us recognize
Inspeotor Fukuzawa and he said he'y like to have cooperation with him on
the part of the council.

“Then Kenegaki reportsd on reoreation. They had had a sort of a fight
at s dance, it was not the fault of the CAS but he said he'd look into it,
“Then the Community received a $100.00 oheok from some Christian

organization in New Tork. It was for the civilisns&&&4& instructors and
students at camp Savage for a Christmas gift. It took too much time getting
here .,

:Thul My, Wolter explained a1l the difficultiesthey’re having with the

CAS and thelt he'q 1ike to reorganize it., We decided to have & recreation and
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education committee and some others get together and work out a plan for the
CAS«

"Then everybody was about ready to quit,

Rhen Nishioks got up., He seid he'd 1ike to make a report about the
Internal Seourity. He asks whether it's proper to bring this up at the
Council meeting. Mr. Wolter said, if he had evidence as to time and when, he
should make a atatoment.1

"He stated the oage of Mr. Nichols snd the seoretary. The time and
place the incident took pdace and said he have s witness, Then Komura also
got up and stated an incident of what happend at the Intermal Security
off ica .

"Then Hirose, naturally since he'g in charge of the I. S. committeehas
to investigate the matter. He said he can't do it himself wit out the
Council's whole-heartsd support. The Council agreed to cooperate with
anything he'd do,

"fhen one councilmen akked when they were going to get lumber for
goreen doors. Gukushime, Ito and Shigenake were appointed to see about it =
see Doucha and £ind out. They are supposed to report at the next mesting.
Xt 4:15 the meeting adjourned,"

Informal remarks at Kondo's.

"1 didn't kmew this I. S. business wes coming up. I expected it to be
@ report about conflicd between the Japanese werdens, "

I enq ires as to just what Nishioka's charges were,

"He said && ARLNARAADAL:ARL in November between 11:00 and 12:00
o'clock during his working hours Nichol took his secretary to a partioular
location and, we1l, in clear out English, was necking with her, He sdid this
was not becoming and not right. He should have more dignity. He', 1ike to
have the Council take action,

™When Mr. ¥Nishioka reported this incident and used the work neoking,

lniahiokn is an ex-member of Internal Seourity.
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the council started giggling. The Koymura got up. They burst out 1jaughing,
thinking more dirt was coming. Komura wes furious. He didn't 1like the
oounoil's attitude, He said it was @ serious matter. He'd 1ike to have

s more dignified sttitude from the councilmen.

"phen he said thet one dey he came &0 work and while he was still near
the building, & person told him they were meking too much racket inside the
office. He daid, "What kind of & joint do they heve here?"

"He went ing (¥omurs) got one of the Japaness sergeants and oalled Mr.
Nichol. 1If Mr. Niohol gonna gtart swinging at he ( he said) he was going
to report it to Mr. KBennett,

"rhe way 1 gather, Niohol is very quick tempgwed. Komura said he saw
Nich ol end the girl fkbgkt running around thhe toom having & riotous t ime
Komura said, 'If I have & prsakag girl or @ friend's girl, I'm not going to
1¢t her work in the Internal seour ity offioce.

“)1sp, when the make & gambling redid, someone gl d, he'd Xike to kmow
where a1l the money went to.

IR e R L L
In the conversation which followed Mr. and lrs. Kondo agreed that
Niohol was not foroing his attentions on the girl., She took the attitude

thet if she wanted to g0 around with him it was her own businesse

.lt.o..ou........

1
"gato says he's till fighting on the janitor proposition.'

The D'aft "7he public was more or less expeot ingit I think."
el

Mrs. K3 "“The only gripe they have is the Japanese oombat unit. Put us in with the
other Amer ioans, they sa8¥e It's not demooratio "

The Redolution condemning Atrdoities

¥y, Eondo: “thy should we apologize for something that we didn't do? This propaganda

ig used to sell the 4th war loan drive. 1 said at the meeting 8 gtatement alm @

P

it

1 saw Kato two days later. He corroborated it, gtating that they were going
to try to get complete control of allocating jobs. He is 8 Gilen in whom the
news of the powerful Poston Council has struck despe.
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in the paper it won't Bap@&s help any, If you're going to make a

statement we should buy war bonds, If you make and statement and buy war

bonds it will really make an impression. I wes the only one who voted

sgainst it.

D _hydrated Peaches for Canned Peaches
Mr. Kondo informed me thet the army quartermaster at Miraloma had &tk

infofmed them that they were sending the mess a Jarge guant ity of cmned peach s,
The peaches arrived, but they were dry peaches in bags. Kondo wrotea Wtter
end wes informed that ceanned peaches had been sent. There is much

wit being expended in an attermpt to explain how the pesches were dehydrated on

thedi way to Arizone end how the cans changed to paper.

FEBRUARY 11,1944

_Regotion to Draft
. Ken Nighino oame in to weloome me back end voiced the following

opinions:

s & whob the peocle don't went to go. You know the kst World War

theyw ent to wer and the were supposed to cet citizenship, but most didn't.

Well, it will be just 1ike that in this war,
"1¢ we are drafted why can't we go to our local boards inm california

for induction and physieal examination?

"pfter they're draftedl they have to support their families and I heard

if you go put, you're famivy can't come back unless you have a definite O. Ke

from the higher ups.

Atrocities
®rhe atrooities are oalled propaganda for the war bond drive.

"yBe peopde in New Mexico had @ national guard inthe Phil lipines. The

people in New Mexico sent somebody to Washington, I lard, to £ind out the

inside dope, on the atrocities. They don't think the Japanese would do

thet kind of stuff,
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"If we're drafted we feql we'll be sent to the front line., They feel

they'1l blow up the Japs that wgy, We'd rather be treated as an individual
. side by side with the l::auoaa.’mana.":l

The Counoil's Resolution

“The people say that the Community Counoil is supposed to work for
the people in the community and has nothing to do with outside whatsoever,
As & whole they look at it as propaganda. They didn't give notice to the
Community Council mlmbiru.z" '

"This is one of the biggest problems we have ever had. Why didn't they
talk it over with the block managers? The counoilman from Block 59 (EKomura)
got up and started suggesting something and & fellow got up and ssid,"We're

the Coufoi] and we meke our own deoisions, (Komura) said, “we'11, your're

elected by the people, so you ought to do what the people say:’/

b Brown informed me this evening that thers was a slight increase jn
applications for repatriation and expatriation directly treceable to
the draft announcement.

He also re 1ated the amusing story of Mr. Mertin's resignation, Mar tin
is a neaflderteloid orcature who worked in the Waerehouse under Mr. Doucha,
He had been inorcasing his Civil Service wage by privete enterprise in
Canal - bringing in liquor and selling it to evacuees at exhorbitant
prices. Nakumarm plsced an editorial in the Gila News#Courier entitled
"on sSteff Education." Two persgrephs from this oourapgeous statement follow:

“"On the other hand, some.... of the minor officisls in the WRA

have seemingly adopted the phélosophy of the California dema-
gogues. Their pettiness has affected the attitude of many
evacuses to the extent of beipg a detriment to the WRA program
of restoring to loyal evecueeés the feeling of belonging,
which is & nemessary pred@de to resettlement.,

"16d end inspired by the tolerance and th pigness of its top

men, muoh of the WRA progrem is highly laudable. But to meke
the evacuees more recponsive to &hbipbhdbtidbibfilbibbiblpibhl

bebplbBiitsLhdhs its progrem, the WRA must be
consistent and encourage the prectice of democrscy and a firm

gresp of its eims among the aprointed personnel,"
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The Assistent Project Directors, Mr. Dowoha end Mr. Runyan were
highly incensed by this article. Acoording to Brown they compleined to
Bennett thet if the mémbers of their staff were insulted in this manner

they would lose their key-men. MNowever, no one but Martin resigned,

feeling no doubt that this was an excellent oppotubity to leave & spot

that was becdming a 1ittfie hot for him. Brown codld not resist heckling

Douche gently about this,
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NOTES = Februsry 10, 1944

ACCUSATIQVS AGAINST INTERNAL SECURITY BY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Brown wes not present when the Community Council took action to

investigate certein members of Internal Seourity. He immediately
got what sccounts he could from ¥r. Wolter and from Ver1in Yamamoto,
He was unable to get eany information from Henry Kondo, who wag
reserving his account for me,

Brown's notes follow:

BROBN'S NOTES

Monday Janusry Z4, 1944
At o meeting of the Community Council, Butte, regulsr business
was disposed of by 2:50 p. m., when the matter of Internal Security
was brought up. I wss absent (having been assigned another job by

Bennett) end the following is Mr., Wolter's account.l
Wolter's Btatement

Nishioks got up first. He mede chsrges agsinst Internal Secur ity

Off ioials. The council"hit the ceiling." Wolter had to rely upon

. quick trensletions, so I can't record the various charges as given

individually. They were geinst Nichols individually, for ecarrying

on with a girl, secretary of Butte Police Stotdon. They were also sgainst
other officers for sbetting prostitution. There was grest excitement,
Finally Komurozof Internal Secur ity got up and informed on his

fellow members on the force, Tt was decided toc hsve the committee on

Fire snd Folice make an investigation, Mr. Hirose got up and ssked if he
wes to stiock his neck out. Wolter asked for the floor, promised
administrative support to any bbjectitwly conducted enquiry, and suggested
the council move 8 vote of confidence in its committee. 1lir. Hirese
consentsd to oarry on., Adjournment a t4445 p. m.

Wolter immedistdly saw Bennett to tell him what to expect and

lBrown was stopped on his way to the meeting and esked to escort Florence
Horn over the projeot, :

2This is the oduncil member who is supposed t o be pro-Japanese .
Miyake remarked that he "ought to be in Santa Fe" according to Mrs,
Kohdo.
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to get him to promise not to intervene without sdequate cayse,

I was unable to oatch sny of the men I wanted on Janusry 24 or Jan.

. 25, Jan., 26 I saw Hirose.

Hirose on I. Security Investigation

He said there were accusations sgainst Nicods, Normen Takusagawa and
Ono.1 Nichols - immoral relstions with secoretary, carrying arms;
Norman Tekusagswa - improper relations with same; One - violence,
Ageingt a1l,there was the genercl sccusation of making oriminals "not beim
constructive with petty offenders." I gather that they think being
tough is not good policy; they think police should be helpful, adméndshing,
not tough. |

Hirose seid his position is delicate. He is an alien, can be
moved from one center to another without lega]l process, can even be
interned., He is clearly afraid this might happen., He also fears
possible action by local police. He is somewhat reassured by Wolter's
stetement at the council meeting.

Hirose is sorry a1l this came into the open. His idea is that
things canbe quietly settled by tslking matters over and getting

administrative action. However, he will go ahead.

Miyake on I. Secur ity

Saw Harry Miyske later the same day and he csme to my office
with me. He confirmed substantially what Hirose said,., Said his
chief compleint was that police were herd on people, not helpful

educetionally. Also said they crested coriminals by their actions.

Miyakc_raally seeéms to dislike Nichols, without any personal reasgon,
merely for his brutality. mHe 81so mentioned carrying arms,

He told me more of the charges agsinst Takusagawa, The older men

of the police force had wayned Takusagawa against his unseemly

conduct with the seoretary., Takmsugawa had promised to behave himse1f.

This is the officer who gave Hasagswa a ticket when the

]
myse1lf were going cotton picking. A

He is~an ill-mannered animaj.
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(Massto Kato osme in while we were talking. He didn‘t add much
to the diseussion. He was very exoiged about a visitor from Poston.
The visitor came dn some Ce-op business, but is also ohairmen of one
of the community councilsthere. He enthralled them by telling the
powers of the oounoils there., Any change in personne] is immedistely
referred to the manpower commission., Interna) Security internailly
is entirely in the hands of evasuees. There sre only two Caueasians
oh Internal Security. There is an evaoues deputy projeet director in
each community. He bold Herry hemust get in touch with the man.
Harry ssaid he would. There may be some explosive ideas intreduded
to our oouneila.)1
Miyeke said there had bsen s number of complsints against Intérnal
Secudity, written, which he had handed ever to Hirose. The only new
charge intreduced was €inancial: in raids on gadblers and in pseude®
judioia]l proceedings, I, S, officers or men had got hold of momey and

there is a suspicion that it may not have been a1l acocounted for,

Interview with Verliny Yemamote

V. said that Nishioka, ex-member of I, S. made the first oharged.
He specifiomlly oharged Niehol with immoral eonduet with the girl,
He had times, places, ete., on hand, "On Fox Butte, between the hours

of 5:10 p. m, and 6:16 p. m., Mr. Niehol was seen hugging and kissing

this girl."z Ewo otherttimee snd places were eitad, On one occasion

Nishioka sdded "They had only half sn hour thst time," (lsughter)
Komurp's eontribution was his relationship with Takusagawa,

Takusagawa "kidded" the seerstsry lougly end frequently. Komuro

had taken him to task. The "kidding" send the 1oud lsughter made a

veary bad impression on a1l of the people, who came to the police

1Brurwn means this is good part. I imagine X will be amused by this
eventua) fertilization of Gilm by Poston's powerful couneil,

Fox Butte is between the two camps. The girl must have been taken there
in a oar,
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station. Komuro added thet Takeasugawa was ressonsbly but nothing eould

be done sbout Niehdl.
Verlin said, stripped of all decoration, thst was a1l that was

eharged agdinst the police at the mesting. Hirose "with his 1iking

for display™ had onoe got up and asked if he would read the other eharges

arainst I. S., but he, Verlin, had got ur and said that this was not
the appropriate pleace, all these had better be looked into by the
eommitten,

I agked Verlin specificnlly about @1l the other eharges. He said
they were centained in letters end notes, and definitely were not
brought to the floor of the meeting. He agreed that Nichol was the
most heted men on the force, for several reagons, and t hat everyone
wanted him out. He hadnot heard of any oherge against Ono, that must
be among the written compleinks.

Summing up 21) the interviews, and assuming Verlin's scocount to be
objectively the most securatse, what I make of it so far is thiss

The two charges as stated were the only two made; Niehol for
sctual or implied immorality, Takusagawa for impropriety. Other oharges
were in the hands of the committee,

The other oharges are (1) against Nichol, brutklity and carrying
arms furing gembling raids; (2) against Ono, violenoce of speech in
performeance of his duty; (3) sagainst unnamed members for possibly
misepprehension of money;(4) more vaguely, against the department for
inconsiderate treatment of petty b&fehdssdk offenses,

The motivations seem to be (1) dislike of personnél and methods
of evacuse staff; (2) grave dislike of Nichol; (3) lesser dislike of

Sparks; (4) Nishiole spparently has some personal grievenee ,
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FEBRUARY 13, 1944

WOMEN'S RED CROSS AT GIIA

. In company with Mrs. Brown visited the Kondo's this afternoon to

enquire about Mrs. Kondo, who has been i11 with valley fever, Mrs. Brown
wag moveéd to relate the difficulties she and Mrs. Wolter are heding in
attempting to establish & Red Cross orgenization at Gila. This organiza-
tioni s intended eventually to inojude evescuee women. It's supportors
feel it will be definitely beneficial to public relsticns,

However, strong opposition has arisen smong a large froup of the
"project wives" opposition which is rooted in their husbands' disapproval,
The incident which brought the disspproval to a head was the request of
Meddamés Breen and Wolter that Mr. Hanna allow them the use of the project
bus for t ransporting women to Fhoenix occasisnally. Mr. Hanne becsame
almost hysterical, ran to Mr. Bemnett's B8fice and made a scene in whioch
he acocused the women of trying to run the pa&gkét project., The news
spread repidly among the male members of the appointed staff who
apperently adopted Henma's point of view and energetically attempted to
stifle this dangerous femele rise to power. Hsnne alsc used to powsrful
argument that these women would be taking Jarge groups of evacueses to
Phoenix.

The men forbid their wives to attend the meeting. Mr. Bennett took
his wife to a motion picture in Chandler, Sawyer definitely forbad his
wife with witnesses present, Very few women attended the meeting.

Mrs. Brown and Wolter courageously carried on, On Wol er's sfivice
they had a long interview with Bennett, stressing the inprovement of
public relstions. Bennett spologized and consented to make a short address
at t he next meeting which is scheduled for Februsry 23, Oppositicn is stil 1
strong, however; Mrs. Brown reports thet severasl women h&didbaihé have ocug

hér in the last few days.
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FEBRUARY 16, 1944

Long o nversation with Hikide and Rev. Yamazeki

Hikide remarked thet Gila had hed en important visitor from
Poston, the Chairman of oné of the Community Counnils. "He will give the
Gila Council the impression thet Poston is quite demooratic."

Yamezaki brought up the great public condern over housing, The peopie
are fretting under the Administrations orders thet they be moved into ociose
quarteérs when no onekhows how many pecple or whe is ooming into camp.
Again, why move everybody together when thére are over 800 peopile going to
Tulelike. "What is the lowdown.," Yemezaki also held forth on the evgil
socisl resuits of overcrowding. Young people were not able tc meet each

other in their homes and sonsequently they went elsewhere to be alone.

Hikida: "In regerd to the housing problem, in block 63 we hed a meeting. There are

Yamszak

certain onses you oan't measure exactly and order aoccordingly - how many
beoms for how many people. Other faotors have to be oonsidered too,

"The people in the blook expressed a rather understanding and
sympathet io view, Some fedilies osme to & certsin agreement, 250 peocple
in the block is the total nubmer of which we have to take care && and
adjustments of those, if left to the plock, we teke it. I think 63 ocould
solve the ir own problem,

FERTRALARRIAE

“So then, the housing depertment ceme in and seid, "You must follow
the standard rule. The block managiri't&::Svcry aggravated, He said he's
going to go andses Miss MoCarthy "

i: "I think the housing department is buzzing in there right now, As an
evecuee I sey thet moving is the worst of all. And they should let the
people know things in advemce, I remember the big riot in Santa Anita.

The kepy lesders went to the Administretion and demanded an annm ncement of

the search for contrsband. The Administration payed no heed. But a

big riot exploded to best the band."
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[ate thet afternoon hekd&l I cnlled on Brown, He told me that
he was be ing considered as a possible Administrm tive head of Cannl, Wolter
was for it but still had to put the question to Bennett. On Feb, 18 I
heard that Bennett approved but suggested thet Brown and Shelly teke over
the position together, Brown will not teke it under these oonditions,
though he and I think Shelly an able men., I believe this is one of
Bennett's attempt to kéep any oje men from becoming too powerful.

Brown* Wolter's anger at Nioholson, missionsry.

"Wolter is med at Nicholson. Hirose reported to Wolter that Nicholson
sdid that people would not éome from other oenters - that gegregation would

take pBoe first., On the basis of thks stetement Satomi (block maneger of

60) is &&S&4&xkbib&d n) leged to have seid at the block managcr's meeting, "Why

go ehead with the moving of people until we see the necessity."

Oguchi (Brown's issei imforment) later told him that Mr. Wolter got
the wrong idea of Mr. Nioholson because Hirose and Setomi are always
rubbing against each otehr., This hes been intensified since the Coupeil
passed the resolbtion (On Atrocities), Satomi being against it. Hirose
used Niocholson as & tool to &4h&t&&8 disoredit Satomi with Wolter.

According to Oguohi what happaned shebtRALRLIEMRIRASLEAELEE Was that
people oame to Hicholdon and in speaking informally, he REYTRITY implied
that he had been at a meeting where Myer was present where Myer sa id
Mapzenar or another ocenter would not be closed right sway. Satomi

mentioned this in the blook manager's méeting, but not downrightly.

STATEMENT FROM FUKUSHIMA

YVisited Fukushime this evening because I felt low, had & racking
baokache (so thet I could not even bow in kibel style) and feered the
ever-present spectre of velley fever which haes been laying meny of my
acqua intences low in the lest few weeks. He rose to the sktéé challenge end
assured me I oould not get valley fever because, like him, I was too

"husky "
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In his opinion the most significant event of my absence was the
Atrooity resolution. He remarked that Mr. Wolter, in spite of his
exoeé ldent qualities had one bad weakness, He was too idealistio. He
refused to see the people as they really were, With mild encoragement
he “rared baok" and uttered the following pronoupaement:

“The real thing behind it is thet they expect to go back to Japsn,
In 211 the centers, I would sey, there are three groupss

& Those who heve decided to go baock to Japan some day.

2, Those whe are undecided, that is, th¢ose who have a family here and
the reason they are decided iswhether their future in the U. S. will be
better or worse. That will be the deciding point in the days to come,

3. Group 3 is oomposed of purely nisei, very few issei who have
resolved to make U, S. their permanent home,

"Take the resolution -

“Thoge men of the first group, many men rather than women, mostly
single, either in the prime of age or very old, (those men of prime means
20 to €0 who have phgsical energy in store) so if they return to Japan

they think they might oocoupy the country and thyy to renew their future.

But the second part of thig first group is very aged men who can do nothing

if they stay here, who now have nothing in possession, thet is - a black
future, So they will retu rn to their homeland to be buried.
These are the two olasses of group 1.

"Now group two - most o f this grour are mén of family who have possibly
grown ohildren who desire to make this country their home. They are
reluctantly siding with the will of their ohildren. Possibly at praesent
this gpoup may comprise the majority of the whole population., Children under
¥en ®83% naturally do not have sense to decide of their own future. Those

Wwill be dragged slong by the will of their parents,
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Text of Resolution

BUTTE COUNC IT. CONDEMNS ATROC ITIES

WHEREAS, We heve received the news raports of atrocities committed by

the Japanese militarists on American prisoners of war of Bataan and
Copregedor, and

WHEREAS, We are highly devoted to the United States and to the cause
of demooregy and fair play smong netions, therefore, be it

RESLNED‘ That the Community Counci) of Butte, Gila River Relooation
Center, Riva;s, Arizona, wholeheartedly denounced snd dondemns the orud 1ties
and in human atrooities of the Jepeanése soldiers, and ¢all upon Amey ica,
our country, both real and adopted, to give us grester opportunity

according to our various abilities to defeat utterly those résponsible for
such deeds; and be it further

RESOLVED, Thet we reiterate our pride in our many sons, father, and
brothers who are fighting in the Pacifioc area against this oruel mili-
tarist group in Jepan to maintain the principles of freedom and demooracy;
and be it further seasibed

RESQIVED, That we reaffirm our faith in the War Department which
through Selective Servioce aga in gives us the opportunity to further
participate in helping to win the wer,

(Passed unaimously in spécial session thig Twenty=é igth day of

Januery, Nineteen hundred fonty=~four,)
Butte Community couneil
Harry N. Miyake, Chairman
Verlin Y. Yamemoto, Secretary,

Note = Kondo voted agdinst this - the only dissenter,




SESTEMENT BY MR. FUKUSHIMA, February 15.;_1“‘

Mr, Fukushime is an issei, 60 yeers old, He ceme to the United
btstes when he was 17, He grodusted from the University of Californis,
receiving a degree in Economics with a =inor in Polities1 Soience,

He was brought up in the country in Japan, It is possible thet he has
8 better grosp of internati nel politice and worid effairs then any other
man in Gile, Coucasisn or Japarese,

"Every year when periiement opens the Wikado presents e message, This
message is written by a eourt scholar and is very embellighed, It
presents the idea and purpose of government, This messege is writtenm in
arrogantllanguago; it is the voice of suthority.

"Naturelly, everybody, inejuding the noblemen, are his subjects, So
he uges arrogent terms toward them e1l, He speaks towerd eveyons with
the seme tone,

"There ere sertain terms which are used only to the Emperor, Of oourse
211 of these orc in writing, except when the chaimberiain sddrésses him,”
STATEMENT BY HENRY KONDO, Februsry 17, 1944

- returned :
Henry Kondo is a kibedi, I believe he #ifeff to the United States in

1924, He also attended the University of Celifornia, He is about 35
yeers old and hed considerable educetion in Jepan, There he 1lived in 2
small town,

“The emperor uses the game term for a1l lower persons., It is ag if the
empéror were the fether and 811 the rest are his children, A premier or

& pessent is the some in the eye of the emperor.

l'th- term arrogant 4s, I beldeve, an excellent one in desoribi
ng the t
. of languege usoa by o superior to an inferior, s men to @ womsn, For 2.

example see Hearn L., Kwaiden, pp. 6,7 (1904),
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"This may be spplied to the army or to the government office, A
oommand Crom e men even one renk higher is the seme s a ocommand from
the emperor, If you eompicin to s higher offlcial, you ere meking e
comolednt to the emperor,"

STATEMENT BY MR, KIKIDA, Februery 18, 1944

br. Hikice is o well educrted isse i, a produate of the Oniversity
of Valifornias I am not famivdar with his background in Japan, though
I know he hed eongiierebile property there,

“the emparor uses loving and understanable words to his subjects,
Por many years book, the emparor wes considered s god, Just es when
Christ speaks in the Bible, he speake kindly,

"There are parts of gremmar which are used only to the emperor,
If you used the wrong word even in wr iting en ertic® in the Japanese
newspaper, then you'd get in bed,

"Por instence, if the emperor webt to Kyoto from lokyo, ﬁ" Jou
were writing about it you would use s different word than if you said
an oréinary person went, There arc whole sentences which should be
used only im oage of the emperor,"

Terme usged for emperor:

g2 rin ko - wog pleased to visit
sazuke tamou -~ was plensed to gront

Terms uged for ordinory citizen:
ho mun =« he went to vigit
¥ atasru = he gave
okuru % ®

The terms for the emperor are the seme termg thet would be used for

1] god.a




On & later oooasion Henry Kondo told me that his father bad told him
thet the fothey of the present emperor used to come to the sesghore where

Henry's fother 1ived, when he wos @ boy, Hore the young &b prince

was Becustomed to play &hdbs with the looel ohildren, No such exalted

terms were used, es far as Mr, Kondo rememberse
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EVENING AT THE KOKDOS

Severel note-werthy attitudes were expressed in the long conversation
which followed my Jepanédse lesson.

Mr. Kondo has reoceived his outright 1A re-classifdcation with no form
to £411 out. Says he: (he must weigh about 100 1bs.) "If the army hes

got to the pdeee where it needs me, I'm willing to serve, o

Another male guest stated that he approved of the resolut ion whioh he
hed heerd was being formed at Rower: that the nisei are willing to be
drafted if they are not placed in a special battalion, On his blank he
stated that he hod put down as him present empoyer: "The Department of
Interior." This caused much lagghter.

He also related an amusing incident that affeoted the issei daiken
slicers. These issei had heard somewhere o story that the Japanese &&
dead in Attu were coming back to haunt the Americans, The work supervisor
hed given an order which was not undersbood which stated that these
slicers should prepsre twice as much daikon as they had been accostomed to
dogpg in the same period of time. The poor igssei worked like &&&& mad.
One 1ifted his perspiring face and remarked that if this killed him he
was going to oome back andheunt the supsrvisor 1ike the Japanese at Attu,
The misunderstanding ceme to light and the supervisor apologized profusely.

The palm for wit wos giveny to Mr. Kondo when the conversation turned

to judo and the ¢ method taught women students to protect themselves in

onge of attack. One female suest told of a girl she knew who used thds
method, whereupon the attacker "fedl right flat," "Whet else could he
do7" asked Kondo. "It would be & bad time to run away."

I told of Mr. Komei whose daughter now typs for me end who had
asked that I nd ocome to his home with papers. Kondo explained that he
hed been 8 succesful Sakk&s#st motion piocture actor in Hodlywood, had
many contacts with Cauoasians, and probably wished to avoid giveing the

jmpression to his neighbors that he had sooiable relations with




Bankey =notes - 2/17/44

hekujin now, I asked if he had ever been oriticised because I came to his
home frequently. Said,he: “No, but I'm just waiting till somebody tries
ft. T'11 tell them a few things they won't forget soom."

This led to the most signifioant statement of the evening, Kondo
related some of the business of the last blook manager's meeting. It
geems that the people are so incensed over the Atrooity Resolut ion passed
by the council that tR&fk some decided they should give none of the
sho=yu or tea which was sent by the Japaneése Red Cross to the oouncilmen,
Kondo, who was attending the meeting, told them that if they felt that
way they would keep the sho-yd. He had voted against thef resolution

(the only dissenting vote) but he disapproved of such aoction, Said I,

"Otoko wa dokyol* (Men - couragel)
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INTERVIEW WITH HIKIDA

Conuncil's Atrooity Resolution

"I think from my observation I did obtain three types of opinion in
oamp:
l. From some people is abgolutely disapproval of resolution and some of
the major earguments of this group sre:

&, Council represents both Nisel and Issei, 1Issei of course subject
to Japen though they're considered to be loyal group., But Issei, because of
denial by U. S. to beocome oitizens of this oountry, no metter whether they
are lew-ebiding residents, still they are of Japan,

And because of that fact they don't want teo take any hasty actien
accusing Fapen or the Japenese filitarists while so many propageandas and false
publicity oaryried on by both.

Such reseclution should be passed only after serious considerdstion
of the matter. After the war the Americsn people do not treat the aliens
square ly .

In case of Japanese treatment in this oountry at outbreak of war
meny deaders of Japanese were arrested, insulted and badly treated, Iot of
people know that eved in Montane and North Dakote detention camps they were
subject for maltreatment.

In very serious ocsse , the Japanesé internees in Lordsburg on way from
stetion to ocamp at [prdsburg tc the helpless Japanese - I think they were siok
or had trouble walking. This happened July before last - 1942, When the
train arrived end I understend two Japanese were left in the train, I don't
know why. They hed some leg trouble, Betweéen that station and Lordsburg
tvo of the men were shot and according to the statement of the guard they
say these two men were running sway® But the were disable men’

'Nother case at Montana detention oamp about 20-25 Japanese were mise
tréated by the immigration officer who was not supervisor of Montana

detention camp but sent from sen Diego, Galifornie., And they were very, very




2,
gerious oeges; some were ohoked, knocked down .

I know three-four cases where the Korean interpreter stuck a sharp
pencil into the faoe of the Japaneeése to make them sey something which
was not true, trying to meke the immigration records ocorrespond. The
Spanish Consul and the state department conducted an investigation,

Some were put in &k a dark jail for 25-30 days. They didn't get food
for a coucle of days sometimese.

The people know this and when the news came out about the resoluth
they beceme angry.

In other words I think some of this frist group, tey sey, if all
the nised passed the resolution of this kindf it's perfectly all right.
But t he isgei sre still subjects of Japan. They say they're not subject
to loyalty to this country. But this does not stop them from be ing good
law-abiding residentse

Among certei n groups of the people there is a feeling that the

Council is being dictated to by the administration.

Visitor from Poston

We hed a visitor from Poston. He ppinted out thet at Poston is
operated onm by @ better type of self-govermment. Over here the council
is a pMtepet puppet. The A:ministration has too muoh controls I think

something has to be done.

Cont inuing with Reso1fut ion

There were more poeple ageinst the resolution thas for it.

The next type of argument is completely &24%h&%k oprosite. Of oourse
811 the nisei heve this feeling, but some of the issei toe, They sald,
"We're remeining here in this Relocetion Center and more or less cone
gidered to be & loyal group. Therefore, anything which helps the war
effort in the U. S., such as this resolution, ete,, under the oiroumstances
cennot be avoided. Beocsuse they sey we owe many things to this ocountry

and for that resson even the Japarese government may understand the

oiroumstances under which this resolution was propesed and post-war
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action by govermnmént of Japsn willnot be very severe because Japan may

think that the resolution perticularly on the partof the issei passed

without originel intention of the evecuees by pressuré of the Administration.
The third group seys of oourse since we're oonsidered loyal we have b

b good, law-ebiding residents. We must not act by work or conduct

enything against this oountry. But still we're the subject of Japan, The efore

even if it was asked by newspeper representative or Administration,

resolution is not necessary. It shouod have been handled more diplomatie

cally in some other way.

(I asked Mr. Hikida about the excuse given by the Canal abbké&
concil = that the English version was ally right, but when translated
into Japanese it sounded too rude end coarse.)

Thet's beceuse they don't understend the English very well,

But the mesning in Japanese is very olear,

There is one very interesting thing I not ioced, After this resolution
passed, some people are beginning to think toward moving into Twlelake.
Two-three people ceme and talked to me sbout it. (Hikida also added that
gsomeé people were going to Tule to esoepe the draft,) These people tell
me, after the wer I have to go back to Japan anyhow. I have my parénts
end my relations and I feel that if Iwas consideéred to be one of resi-
dents of Gils when the resolution wes passed I won't be aBle to go back
te Japen after the war,

Abott 8 week after the resolution was pessed in Butte, quite a few
pecple with quite concern over the attitude of some of the pecple.
Some of the Japeanese i editorsof the News-@ourier told me quite a few
prveople came to the office demanding & trenslation of the Japsnese
Resolution, There was an atmosphere of very gravensture for a few
days. I told those people I agre¢ with their opinion. But since it

is passed alreedy, further opprosition, is & type of action against the

community. I think some of the blocks demended to withdraw the resolution,
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U think that's foolésh. If people oentinue to teke motion of that type it
will have a serious outcome. I think two-three¢ men with that feeling
talking to some of the people is more or less quieting them down,

In the Council meeting I understandsome of the o unil members are bégibhing
to rlaign.l Of course we have a few resignetions here,

Harry Miyake said that this is just the way that we get the
Amérioen public. But ®me people even said, Wekda well, if you try to
fool the Amerioen public like this,add then I think I'11 go down and
tell Mr. Bennett about it} Another thing, Mr. Kinoshita and Mr. Hirose
some of the issedis helped wr dte it, so now they are in a pretty bad
position,

For the past 59 or 60 years Japan has been more or less controlled
by the militarist group, and all the issedi were brought ap in that

atmosphére, They think thet today Japan's possession in thé worls as

the leader of the Asiatic people is because Japan had a strong army and

naby. So some issei refuse to accuse the miliserists,

This becoming rather unhappy too. But not so much among the people
rightnow, There was a oase where & men with two ohildren was reclassified
1A. There is great conoern among married men and fathsrs. T think the
single men, there fathers and mothers have made up their minds and they say
they heve to serve,

Of course, the feeling is admost in mind of a1l the evacuees that the
reoent change in the polimy of the War Department, taking the nisei on
seleotive service was more or less s result of compulsion by the J.A.C.L.
Whehter this was a wise thing to do ar not, that's they fedling I think
is smong the evacuees. Some people say it's foolish for thst organization
to go back (to Washington) and take this advantage while the Japanese are

1

“The resignation of certsin councilmen is being widely rumored thoughout
both camps,
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put into this condition and sow others say it was right for the J.A.C.L.
to get that advantage. (Hikida does not think the Z.A.C.L. is responsi=
ble for the selective service ochange himself,)
The condition which the Japanese were placed prior to the war

goés back just the same as before. Of course, the issei were law abiding
good residents but they didn't get opportunities, Their attachmant to
Ame rioca or Japan is mar@ or 1¢ss limited. Nationalisito feeling hes second
place. Someé issei say Amerioas and Japan is just like my fathhr and
mothéer. When my fathir and mother have quarreled, I don't ¥mwo whioh
side to take,

Internel Seour ity Investigation

The general attitude of the publio in Butte is that Internal Seourity
should be reorganized, both Caucawians and Japanese., That is among the
top men, ¢hey are not so much against the men. They think Normen
Takasugawa is too young; they say to beé head of the evacuse gtalf, He
takés too much side with Nichol or the Cauoasians. He is not reasonable,
nor considerate, nor sincer nor sympathetic, I myself think he's a
little too young., He was in the CAS before as a Model Airpladm
instructor. It was complaint he tried to get in too good with the

Appointed Staff and meke himself a better position,

VISIT WITH WOITERS AND BROWNS

Had a long discussion on the subjeot of the resolution, Brown,
having gotten ehold of & gallon of rum being meny sheets to the wind,

It is interesting that both men were oertain that Hikida was infavor of

the resolution, Mrs. Wolter woiced the opinion that thm e cvacuaeawh-o

wérc not resdy to declere themselves heartily in favor of the United
States by approving this resolution ought to go to Tulelake. Wolter said
he had ocome to the conclusion that if the people were not willing to tike

8 oorrdot actionby themsleves, foroed, ¥ d by the nose. We moved into
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an involved disoussion of the justifiocation of evaocueation. Wolter said if
it had not been done, the Japanese would heve kept up a oonstant infil-
tration of spies. I asked if that would not have been the same in Hawadi,
It did heppen in Bewaii, said Wolter, but the Japanese there turned in
t spies. Don't you think they would have turned them in here. No,s=aid
Wolter. Mrs. Wolter added, €&k% "And Tthink you're friends Hikida and
Fukushime would heve been the first to shelter them." Sa id I, Mthat is
to stop spies from entering ShaxBsad California and passing themse 1ves
off as Chinese or Koreans?" Said Wolter, "The Chinese would find them
out and betray them,"

Februsry 19, 1944 - short oonversetion with Fukughima,

Fukushime oritioised the oritics of the council, Said he, "Nobody
wants to teoom & opunoilmen. Then if the council does something good,
no one will give a work 8f preise. If they do something bed, they get
a kick in the pahts." He disagreed with Hikida saying thet he thouzht
they majority of people in ocamp favored the resolution. The opposition
was 8 very vooal minority. He added that in tire of war every army
oommits atrocities,but, for Japanes¢ who wish to live in this country
or who wish thedwy children to live here, the making of this res lution
was & necessary politiea] move.

Fukushima, it should be remembered, is an &&¥ratypical issei, At
the time of military registration he made himse1f unpopmlar by te 11ing
the peeple they should say "Yes," for their own good. If they didn‘t
they'd be misunderstood and parsecutéd. It is interesting that he
predicted thet some time of use would be made of their snswers. I have
the information in this last parsgraph from May Iwohara, the intelligent
former sohool teaoher now in Tulelake.

. February 20, 1944

Another conversation with Woltsr who haeppened to e¢at dinmr in the

Since the teble was occupied only by members ofhis family, he asked
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mé what I thought about heving an American Day for a1 1 the people, suoh
as had been given by the School children last year. I said that I was
prejudiced. T though Americanization Days were oheap; they remimgded
me of holy-roller revivals. I suggested that he talk to some of the
older, steady evacuses about it. He seid he had just finished reading
Washington's farswell address end had been reinspired., He said almost

noné of the evacuees in camp had the s'ightest conception of demooraoy,

I differed to some extent, saying that in old Jepanese village 1ife they

were &bkbihd accustomed tosettle issues by orderly petition to the

soncho or the authoritiese He said, "Yes, but they always want somebody
@1s¢ to do the work. They have to have every detail of a plan given them,"
I remarked that he did not have meny men of intellirence and initative

on the cowmoil., Méen like Kato are the best examples of demooracy in

the cemp, He agreed,
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GOINT MEETING OF COMWUNITY COUNC II. AND BIOCK MANAGERS
. OCCASION: Arrive] of WRA Reloation Team,
(At the beginning of this meéet ing the Council made a poor show of
attendance compared to the blook managers - 13 councilmen wers late -
about 3 block managers. Mr. FPukushima acted as chairmen in Miyake's
absénce. He tnnned the chairmanship over to Mr. Ishizue, who speaks
English more fluentlye) The speskers were late, They were Br. Webber,
Feot2aa_

an ex-missionary who speaks fluent Japanese, Mr. Fitsp=ire? of the
Cleveland relocation office and Mr. Coldum of the New York Relocat ion
Office . 2bkBipht Their purpose is ostemsibly to visit relooation
venteérs and speak to the people, and get evacuees attitudes to take
back to Washington,)

Ighizu: We have to apologize to fho distdnguished guests about the weather,
(We had had an unudally hard rain a1l day.) (Introduces speakers.)
EERespebndesdE “The purpose of the;a gentlemen has been outlined to
the block manager's by the advance team, They are here to give you
information &&%&h on the oonditions of job problems. While they are
here they'd 1ike to gather information from us so that they may
make reports to the Washington office, Dr. Webber will now speak,"

Webber: (Speaks in Japanese: very well received,)

Ishizu: “Next I'd 1ike to introduce & gentlman from Cleveland. He has worked

very hard for us, especially in that area, I take great pleasure in

intorduc ing Mr. Ritspain,” St

'
| 20 D
F;iﬁispnirt: "If this meeting were held in the morning I'd say @haiyo gozaimasa

(bed1y pronounced) in the evening I'd say kon ban wa (worse) but sinca it
is the afternoon 411 I can say is 'Good afternoon," We three have been

in various relocation ocenters. We have heard e gr et meny things at

these ocenters, I hope we can learn from this, so thet we may de able to
take back to the direotor, the wished, desires, and needs of the
residents,

"Our primary pu pose is to learn from the residents of the centers
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things which are on their mind, what they require to teke up residenoce
outside. Acocording tothe agenda given to him for the aahtbdrs Chiocago
fonference by your cheirmen, one of the ohief bothers is b oking knowledge
of how soo® 1 seroive operates in a time of emergenoy for the people who
have gone outside. I would 1ike to explain this and give emamples,

le¢ In a Chicago hotel, the hotel burned down, Two boys lost
811 their olothes. The fund bought them some more.

2. A man in Chicego wes very 111 with a streptocoocus infeotion,
Most of the hospital bill was wovered by company insurance, WRA arranged
for eight blood donors. The man died in four weeks, Thm ugh the
social security board his remaining hospital bills were paid, his funeral
and the trensportation of his widow and children back to Minidoka,

S« A woman about 31 wes fired beocause she was pregant. 5She had
comé from Tulelake. Her husband hed hednothing to do with her for
ten years. She had ®ft Tule pregaant. There were two alternatives, (1)
send her back to a relocation center. (2) Attempt to rive the younster
8 decent start in 1ife. Through the Social Security Board the Baby was
born outside of & relocation center. All the expenses were peid and
fhe mother may keep the baby (in & nursery school ) if she wished,

4. A cose of an emergency operetion. A young man w th hernia,
A dootor recommended an operation. The 8ocisl Security Board paid all
expensés plus enought o 1ive on till he ® uld work,

The point I want to meke is this. The arrangement which WRA has

with Social Security Bm rd is working, quiockly, and without embarragment .}

(Ishizu introduces Cullum of New York,)
"Most of the people who come to New York are able to make & pretty
satisfactory adjustment. But the situation is different for different
families, (Nothing e1se partioularly notable said,)

“Our ohairmen has given us until three o'cl ock. It is still five

1Brown's nisei research assistant reports that %&- i g
ex0ellent piece of work - far béyond what is riquired of hgmiulng 3
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minutes to two. Are there any questions or problems. (No one volunteers,

calls on Kewaii, a block manager.)

. Kewaii: "Ik ik = WRA policy to ask 4he Japsnese to buy land in the middle west

or do they discourage that?"
-P—&:ptiﬂ: "I'd 1ike to &k divide the &adkk® answer into two parts. (1) is businesses
Fkvmwin cities and the other is agrigulture, As far ag WRA is concerned we

gee no reason why the issei of nigei should not go into the oities, But
you must remember that certain materials are diffioult to get - almost
impossible to buy equipment Bor laundries and oleaning and dying. But
such establishménts are for sale, As fer sas business is ooncerned my
messege is: anybody going to invest money in & business oan't do that from
2 Relocation center, He should look over the community himself and talk
it over with other Japanése in &k& business there, Have them teli him what
the ir experiences were on December 7,

"In the oase of Mr. Tanji in Clevelsnd, he sells hosery and men's
appral, Mr. Tanji p&kkk wes pioked ur by the F,B,I, and held six weeks,
Then he was releesed. He stil) has his business. Or Miss Ido, in her
art and jewelry shop. It is best to get first hand opinions.
We could never see the picture as olearly as & person of Japanese
ancestry oen see it.

"As far es you are concerped, the best I can do is give you the
thoughts of myself end other relocetion people.

"As for rural communfties - in the countpy people are conservative
and suspicious of all strangers, Alsoc thére are the egricultural
difficulties of the midwest/ and the East, We depend on @od for s er
end not on irrigation., There's & lot tobe learned,"

Ishizu: Should we have & wuestion to Br. Webber by one of the issei nowl
. (Nobody volubherrs - asks Kindshita to spesk,)

(Kinoshite speeks in Japenese¢. I noted thet he used the term of the

inferior wetakuchi tatohi for "we" in beginning his speech.)
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Webber: "The question is Japsnese is that ®k&3& the Japanese are concerned over

the poldoy of relocating them and soettering them over the coum trye.
;::y are¢ worried whether they will have sooiml contacts with other

Japanese and especially, they are thinking of merriage of the young
peopleé. Are we thinking in térms of that in the relocetion offices?

(Webber than explained that they were,)

Ishizus(Asks for more questions in Japanese. Notekers: oslls on Mr. Asami,)

Asami:

(Speeks in Japanese. I gathered that he stressed the il1 effects of

the slow Weshington reports on those persons on the stop 1list. I caught

the words, demopmoy, jaustice and freedom,)

Webber: "The gist of this gentleman's speech is more than s questicn - it is =

Cullumse

request., As we go baok to Washington we are to try to work out the
question of limitations put on persons of Japanese ancestry in connection
with ¥ ave olearance that mre hoiding up the participation of 100%

Ame ricans.”

“"There was one center where the people refused to have us bome,
beceuse so many people didn't have leave clesrance they were s o disgusted
they said, 'Why telk of relocetion when so many people can't melocate?’

I undérstand there are about 1,000 such pecple here ."1 fSpeaks in
Japenese) (Then to Cullum) "Am I telling them the truth whien I

tell them it's o thing we've been suffering over tremendously."

To & lerge extent the lesve procedure hes been set up to make possible
the reddoeation of the Japanese people in time of war, TPhe rest of the
country knows very 1ittle about you. When it is possible to say that
&bk here are pecple who have been residents of this center and they have
beenrn checked, thaet, in itself, is & meens of getting a fair hearimg for

youes" (This remerk was received with apathy.)

. Ishizu: (Asks for more questions - no response) "Dr. Webber, we have heard s¢lome

time ago that the nigei relocating in the major cities somethmes, they

11 heerd later that this center was Menzenar.
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don't sot right. Do you think we need some sort of orientation hereg"

Webber: (speeks in Japenese) "Ist 'em go out. It 'em meke s mistake or two,

They'11 learn their lessons. If they've had good training at home they'1l

get along all right. It's much better for them then sticking araind here
in oamp."

Ishizue: "Any further opinions or questions?"

Kato: ™We 811 heve ocertein fears., Now we are urged to rejocate. Probably relocation
is best for the issei as well{ as the nisei, How much assurancé ocan WRA
give df you go out and get engaged in a big factory. We heve a certain
suspicion that the factories are hiring evacuees not because they are syme
pathetic but because there is an soute man power shortage. If &bd® and when
the wer ends - in two yesrs we might be established., So many millione of
soldiers ooming back end we think e greet many people would say, "our
sons who fought our battles in Europe end Asia demand = good johi" L

. fec] we'11l be the first ones to be sacrificed., I'd 1ike to ask you what
you have beend oing and what answers oan you give us."

Fif'ﬁﬂira: "I or nobody else oen give you assurance that any job would be permanent,
This is what I believe. We have been told by our empoyers that peovle workim
for them that are sstisfectory employees will be kept on after the war,
Whether or not the employers will live up to that I can' answer, I do
know &&&& this, however, this counrty is still opeérsting under a prof it
gystem and an employer whose first motive is meking money &B& is not going
to &&£&&&L&R reéplace an effic® nt worker with an inefficient worker,

In the last wer the soldiers walked the streets. I think this may
be seid., Those people living outside the center when the war is over
will heve two choices. One, to stay ®here they are, two, to go back
to B&3&L&RALE the plece from which they were evacuated, while the people
in the centers will only be able to go back where they came from. And it's

my guess that of 1)1 the states that will be hardest bdt by the stoppage

of war industries, California will be hit the worst. Detroit and New York
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will not be so badl

Keto: "I d&now this is an impossible thing. But in some way we do need some sort
of confidence that we will receive some assurance., This waw has shown that
racie]l prejudice is stronger than profiteering, These things tend to stay

in our mind "

Fl‘%gljﬂ'h "The decision is yours to make, We cen't make the decision for you,
¥ If your fear of the future is such that it Bha&k& closes your vision to the
rest of the country where nothing has beppened to the Japanese people and
the nisei particularly ere being offered better jobs in the East and the
Midwest than they ever held in Celifornia, Detroit has opened its civil
service rolls tot he Japanese. I think thet the politiciens wouldnot heve
opened the oivil service rodls of that oity if they had not been oonvinoced
they ocould do it."
Webber: "I heppened to be th the Salt Iake City aree. In one big hote 1l &hihhihas

they heve 125-130 Japenesé. In telking to the Assistant Manager I asked him

. how things were, He seid they were getting along 211 right, "But when the

wer is over I wont use a damn one of them," (He than told of a printing
compeny in chicago which dntends to keeép its capable Japsnese he'p,) "This
is the difference between s small ares, the whole state of Wtah has only
500,000 people = the minute a Japenese wents to buy some land a shout goes
up to high heeven, We don'trfeel thet way scross the Mississippi. There we
have 90 inches of rein that comes down from hesven., We're not so conor ned
that a few inches .of lapd will get into the hands of somebody else. Theseaw
the fects nevertheless. Most of the prejudice comes from ignoreanoce,"
Fukushima: (Asks questi-n in Japenese).
Webber: "This gentleman states that there are large families in this oenter.
He cités his own case, heding five ohildren all unier fifteen years of
agé. Can a man take cere of a family 1ike that with his own earnings.
The second point was that meny evecuees have lost everything cominghere,

Hag the governmént snyidea dn mind to make possible a f@ong term loan,

$1320 oents a dey is SPent on e¢very person here, Is there anything of
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this kind forthcoming3" (Turns the question over to Fistere.)

. Fistere: "Ag to the first question, the answer is "Fes." If he is willing to

teke the kind of jobs aveilable in industry today snd is willing to work
overtime. In & deiry in Detroit = you need no skill - you ocanget .20 an hr,
for the first ¢ ¥ 40 hrs. and 1,47 over time. Tt is my belief d4f goy
figure the © st of 1iving in Detroit it will show that a person earning
$2,000,00 a year cen support suoch & family as your chairman desor ibed,

"As for the second pert, has the government at present sny arrengement
by whioch 8 long term loan can be made in an smount sufficient to give
sssurance of being successful...edrrying on en enterprise,."

Pukushima : "Not carrying on an enterpirse. But enought o stert a business or
farming if you cemn., You need capital. XAS%pR&AshbiNRALRARLBRLORLAFLELLLADADS:
«hsohl  WRALBBELEOIRAEHLF LT OO s ahbr b T whafr el ol of whah o ol F b
Bah St ehei s B il ef b efage

. FPistere: "At present WRA has no money for lesns., WRA must go vefore congress
every year and ask for an appropiiation for the next fiseal year. There
are othergovernment agéncies however. The farm oredit administkation
under the sot which oreated it are permitted teo leoan money under ocertain
oiroumstances. The regional ferm director where my office is loocsted hes
told me that he would oonsider the applicetion of Japaness on the same
besis es that under which other applicsnts are considered. There must
be & definite basis. A person must know the partioular farm he wants.
And he must show ®hat he expects to contribute, what equipmenthe hes.

I don't believe a farmer who hes nothing te contribute to such a deal
oould borrow momey. The same¢ thing applies to a business."

Fukushime: "Fhat was a very good enswer end I am somewhat satisfied, The governmént
is exceedingly anxious to find persons for this movement but because o8

. monetary eonsiderations coma first,bf all of us have to subsist at leest,
¥Unless you are sssured thet you oan subsist I doubt many people would decide

to go out, whether that is for or con the wishes of the government
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Because if you have no money you will think twice or thrice before
going oute So I stress veyy much at this pdint, in view of the situstim,
if governemnt cen namege so. The meneging ® st of & ocamp could be
loened at a very minimum samount of interest. Then that relocation movement
will be 100% eesier than it is today. At thd final pointit always
stumbles beoauseé of the monetary aquesti-n of how you get food when your

money is gone thet you took out of camp."

Fistere: "“May I meke a suggestiom. Mr. ohairmen, I suggest you put wour thoughts

in deteil on peper, and put it in the hands of the director. Give Mr,
Bermett your suggestions apd ask him to trensmit it to the direotor. I
know the director is anxious to consider the needs and wished of the people
in the campl

(Adjournment - time wp o)
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REGUIAR MEETING OF THE (DMMUNITY C@NCIL

This meeting was marked by the sbsence of Miyake, out ontemporarily
leave, Yamemoto, busy in the hospital and Arsteni. ®ince these are the
most oukspoken Nisei members of the oouncil, the absence in the 1ight of
community disapproval of the resolution they hed baocked so ktrongly
was most noticable. It is reported that some issei remarked that they
were afreid to come bb the ocouncil meeting. The business was almost
entireély oonducted in Japenese. Had it not been for pest-méeting help

from Kondo, I would have been at a loss.

Fukushime: "We'1l ha%e to cut the time short as much asg podédible. A¥ the next
meeting Mr, Miyake will be here, "

(Rod1 oe1led and mynutes read. Twenty-seven members present.
Evidently the &habbi&k rumor thet ocounci men were resigning in bunches
des ill-founded,)

Kondo: (Referring to atrocity resolution) "I think there were two votes taken thet
day. We first decided whether we were going to issue out the resolution
and voted oh that. That was omitted from the minutes and I want you
to put that in. Also, I voted ageinst the resulution and I want the
stetement of &l t vote inserted. (Moved secodddd and ap roved th &
minutes be amended.)

Fukushime: (Redds fepter from Myer &&& in Japenese: then translates) (The gist is
that relocation is ®oluntery,)

(Next reeds memorendum from the Spanish Concul requesting &&gk speed from
the deparment of state in reuniting families of intermees. The department
of state’s reply was thatonly 306 oases remdin to be settled. 419 have
already been reuninted by psfofing intermees. Only %% 3% remain to be
united (?7)s All families at Tulelake may be reunited except those

internees who have been troublesome in the internment camps.)

(Hirose's report on Internal Seourity taken up.

It is nine typwritten
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pagés. Nighimura is given the job of reading it.)

Gist of report: 1, Offices and equipment - unsatififactory. Recommends 1imoleum for
floors and improvement of furniture. The office in the Ad. Building is
alse inadequate,

2, Care = have 5 ocars whioch are adequate but in bad repsir,

8. Had l4horses, but though laok of Beed thet had to be put out
to pasture.

4.Sentry - posts - adequete.

5 Personsl equipment . Since they are always before the publie
the ir appresrence should be second only to the manner in which they
oconduct themselves. Need new uniforms but WRA will not permit purchase of
same o

8¢ Patrol work unsatisfactory: leck of ocoméptant man-power,

7T The Judioial commission whould have a regular stenographer and a
competent interpreter. A publio defendent with law expdr ience is also
recomménded., The & £fioulty is the polioce dept. hes been hard hit by
relocation, Tt is difficult to recruit men for this dangerous work for
the compensation offered,

8. Arwests are mede only when the offense is committed in the
presence of en officer. As @ rule a suspected offender is asked to come
to the police department.,

9. A traffice offender may heve his license suspended for 15

daYSQ
10, Searoh is conducted in the community legally, as it is done in

othér communities,
11¢ A1l money from fines is turned over th the agent eabhier.

The ® mmittee carefully sheoked this proocedure to its satisfacti n,

. Aots of the Appointed Personnel

From the ohief down, résponeibility is keenly felt., All of the

membérs of the Internal Seourity have social re lationships on a par with
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ohehrCaucasian members of the community. At the present time the A, P*
dn well on its way to 2 better understanding of Japaneise customs and
oulture (7777)e They were deeply hurt by the charges. Internal
Secur ity feels oharges should be filed or I. S. should be e¥/ publioly
exfonerated.

The Evacuee Staff

This is unpleasant work due to the long hours and the discipline.

The the charges of improprity of conduct theérs is variation of opinion.
The older peopls woudd interpret friendly actions for offensive ones.
There is also the faobbr of jealousy from former members of the KEfAA%LAA
staff,

The committee recommends that a1l of the membérs of Internal Seourity
should watch their actions. People on the whole are indifferent. The
oharges are utterly Qagua and in the opinion of the investigating
committee they may not be considered valid,

The onnc lusionis&sdk of the ocommitte is that Internal Seocurity is
doing a good job.

(A long silence followsd this 1apphhay reading.)

(considerable conversation in Japanese which I was not able to follow,)

Kapagaki: “Onthat ebout being arrested for speeding. Frankly, from the standpoint o
the truck drivers, they have been picked up onnumerous counts. They figure,
it's not right. Meny times they are following appointed personnel cars
and then they are picked up for speeding. Why doesn't the officer ever

pick up appointed personnel cars? You oan't expect them to respect thk

jaw. There should be no desorimination or they shouldn't stop anybody."

Hiro se: "Herctofors WRA traffio reguletions spplied to evacuses only. With our

new regulations we ocan enforce this. It inoludes every person in this area,

. Before it said evacuees."

Kato: "The police report is still not epproved."

(Moved, seconded and scocepted.
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(1ong conversations on unimportant matters in Japanese,)

Then:

Hirose: 7 (Reads a resdalution in Jepanese thanking the Jeapanese Red Cross for the

gift of shoyu sauoq’ggg\yaa gent indirectly from Santa Fl.)1 "1t says we

-

issei have beeﬁxindiraot;ﬁartinipants; the #848% nisei are not in it,"

(Some d isoussion in Japanese.)

Komurol {Mowes in Japanes that all the peo-le of the camp thank the Japanese R, C,)

Fukushima: (States motion in Japenese, whioh is against the Constitutim, and it
ig seoonded and passed.)

Thet evening Mr . Kondo was kind enough to olear up some of the points
which my ignorance of Japaness had kept me from understanding. He told me
that Hfrsoe and Komura had mede the I. S, report. This is amusing beocause
Komure wa= one of the aocusers at the nd ¢d blowup in Januarye. The council
is satisfied, if Niohol will mend his ways in future. The third pepson who

complained to Nishioka is now satisfied.
Komure' 1long speech consisted of three pointss:

1, The ambulances sre in very bad condition. In case of emergenocy,
if persons must be teken to the hospital, it might be impossible. SabkiaE
A police ocar ought to be relessed for this purpose.

2. FKomuro hed been transferred to wetoh the oamouflage faotory.
There is a gr at big hole in one window pane. He'd 1ike to o0sll the attentim
of the oaptain to this fact., If that is not dore Komuro must stand and
sot as.a windowpane a1l night,

3. It is @11 right to have danoces., But at the New Year's dance they

2
required seven police to keep order. That's not right. If the young people

This motion will probebly cause Wolter much annoyance. A week ago he told m
"rhat he was not going to allow the Council to thank the Japanese Red Cross,
It #wil]l be interesting to see if hé again mekes the Council retract a motion,

This is smusing says Mrs. Kondo because some of Komoro's relatives are tdak
among the worst trouble mekers at dances. Komoro now enjoyes the repatation
with Hirose as "oomedy re1ief" in the council,
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can't oconduct themselves wmore disoreetly, I wish that danc¢ing be

stopped.

4. The light onthe side of the Bill heas gone off. It should be

fixed,
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FEBRUARY 22, 1944

I devoted this evening to taking Dr. Inndberg visiting so that he

might form some conception of homelife. At first I had hoped to get him

e dinewr at Mrs. Okuno's home. This did not meet with her approval, howaver .,
Iater I digcovered that she did not 1ike it, "because we were all womén

there together," Whether she does not wisheto entertain gentlemen during

I hushend's absence, I do not know,.

We visited Mary Obata's and later the Kondo's, Here Mrs. Kondo
remarked when disoussing the draft, "After, a1l if Henry has to go, I
might as well stey here and 1ive in easeé., Withthe $50,00 I'm getting
1911 be we1l off." Naturally, sha meant this facitiously. We them
o8l 1¢d upon the Kato's. Iundberg was depressed. The depression of the
evaoueds seems to be oontagious. I, however, did not at all regret
heving taken a strange Capcasien to the homes of my best friends.

L. made an exoellent impression "and could not heve done betger had
he been an anthropologikt". His questions were put with insight and

tact, I hope he does not get indigestion from a1l the strange food,
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FEBRUARY 23, 1944

Met Dr. Lawson this morning. She remarked how peocle were complaining
to her sbout the dreft. Forty persons had ocome to ses her yesterday
complaining about it. This I am ineclined to doubt strongly. Complaints are

general, but I doubt the number , 40.)
INTER VIEW WITH HIKIDA

M I see by the newspapérs from Dgnver andSalt Iake that in other

centers partioularly in Topaz, Rower and Poston, the nisei have organized
thems@1ves within the center and passed some kind of resulution demadi ng

their rights as oitizens. The newpapers say that in Topaz the citizens

havé organized themse lved under the name of the Topaz citizens' Bommittee. There
are about 1,000 of them. They eleoted two reppweentatives from each blook,
Among the objectives of the committee or the demands wxpressed Werethe

return of the rights of citizens, not in = specifio way but in general. The
rights and principled of the Constitution of the United States and the

abolition of the special combat unit.

About the paper story of George Pujii(the man faken in Poston for
attempted sedition) people are saying that as usual, anyone @ho takes a
leading part about the draft either expressing reasopable &p&a8 opinions, evan
if he is expressing freedom of &g speech, there is danger,

There is another article inthis paper (Japanese paper). I doesn't say
whére, but I think it's Poston circulars were passed t o prospective draftees,
I think this is what Fujii is connected with,

This oirouiar pointed out 8 points:

1. They demand an apology from General De Witt for saying that a

Jepy is & Jap. (laughter fromHikida) They also want an apology from

govérnor Warren and Mayor Bowdron of los Angsles and from the American

Legion Foreign Branch,

2. They demand equality for nisei in eoconomio, military end politieal
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3. The abolition of the berbed wire and doing away with the Military
Fojice,

4, There ere many signs outside., "No Japs aloud," There are signs
in theatres. "No colored people." These things should beabolished. (@
asked Hykide is this meant thet the nisel were taking up the oundpel for
the megroes. No, said,he, they day that because the signs refer to
Japanese too.) In other words, A,ericayf should return to real demoorat io
pr incip1¥y.

5, No desorimination in Japaneseé employment outside.

6. No desorimination against the nigei in enlisting in the air foroe
the &e&dt merines, eto end give them the same oppofrtunities as Americans
for promotion,

7. No special combat unit. Ist the nisei fight with Americans
hend in hand with other Americens,

8. Unless thesepoints are accepted, the nisei should not accept inductim o
(1sughter fmm H.) At the beginning they say, "W,  expeot to be subject to
geleotive service and are willing to accept it, but are weé not justified to
call the attention of the Amer jean public to this at this moment and lat
them reconsider the matter of the nisei draft,particularly we should
demand them to recondider what they have done to us in the past.

HEikida said of thds resolution: "1f this comes really from the nissi,
a1l right, but from the agitators, it is not so good.“l

Dreft at Gila

I think statement of this kind made openly is very frank opinion in
other centers., This is due to the existing condition in these ocentsr,
Poston is oconsidered to be a very free center and the Administration doesn't
teke en upper hand., But here it is differnet, Here in @ila, we also have

no strong nisei lesders. Since the beginning the nisei have fallen back

1
Many statements 1like those 1isted above have been made to me by nisei
who are not agitators. But in @ila they are not said opinlye.
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bahihd the soene. In a center like Topaz and Poston they have better
organized nisei jeaders who teke & very active part,

I next asked Hikide about Miyake's knowledge of the Santa Maria
region. He seid Miyake krew it very well end would probebly be very gdad
to help the study. Seid Hikida "In St. Maria in every cese the Japanese
bought the lend end the war plants osme later. Without any reservations
T osn say that the Japenese¢ residents never were under the subjection of
Japan. The Japanese government is very careful,”

Relocat ion Team

We had a meeting of the Relooation Planning Commission Monday
morning (Feb. 21.) There was s lot of discussion and most of the talk
centered around the draft, and relocstion and family opportunities. I put

up t he question of housing to the team. I said, %gxBeas "From those who

have been outside, and oome back, they say everything seems to be satisfactory
except the diff'iculty in finding houseing. I seid the Japanese people,
particulerly those who plen to relocate, had rather comfortable famiily

and home .11fe. The resson they relccate is to have s more comfortable

home 1ifeé outside, They do not 1ike to remein in the center and be
deprived of a1l of the priveleges of family 1ife," I said, of course there
are the way induetries now, housing is a tough problem and people expect
that. But the difficult housing situetion is more difficult for the
Japanese beocsuse of recial prejudice. Ts WRA trying to solve this problem?
Ididn't get & very satisfactory answer. Mr. Fistere said,"of oourse,

WRA is not able to build houses." But we don't expect that, I said, "But
ozn WRA meke an arregement Wwith Federal Housing and find spece. In meny

cities now they heve what they cell low income group housing units,"

. The Budicial Commission.

Contrary to the worries end concern of the Judicial Commission, &b in

regerd to the proper functioning, so fart his organization is becoming more
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Or 1éss acoepted by the people witha t muoh oriticism.

We have stressed upon formality of the procedure in the trial, aliowing

the publio to perticipate as spectators. This seems to have been a very

good lesson to the people here. Your Amér icen-Japanese, being more of

8 péople sensitive in homor, if he commits & certein offense and is brought

up to the publio, that seems to be more of a prohibitive weapon for the offense
pather than a strict sentence.

The first case we had, was assault and battery. Alsc the sentence
itse1f wes rether light. But the fact that he was brought upon before the court
on two-three ocoasions, he and others were impressed very étrongly that he
bed done something wrong. So we commissioners are utilizing that kind of
punishement ratheér then & strict sentence.

And in somé oaseés the evidence was not suffioient. In this oase of
assault and battery, the denfendent reslly didn't start the fight, We was
considered to be the wictim of the one who sterted the fight. He was
fined sixty dollers with fifty dollars suspended, Then if the peo ple offend
again they will get a stiff sentence.

We had & very interesting tris] last Wednesday. In conrection with & mm
nemed Mor ighite living in blook 57 Apt. A, He was charged with ps rmitting
gembling in 7B, the room next to his epmEtment, He wes also present at
the gambling. He pleaded fuilty o8 the charge that he was gambling and paid
the fine. But he pleaded not guilty to permint ing it in 7B,

The question oame up whether he wes in possdssion of Apt. B or not and
Internel seourity tried tobring the evidence that he really was in oharge
of the apertment., But sccording to the recobds of the housing department,
thet epartment is vacant. The Block Mansger was brought to witness that,

He said that the apretmént was rented to the old men's group for go-shoki
and from time to time he let these o0ld men have the keys end because it
was t00 muoh trouble he said that about two months prior to the raid he
agked Mr., Morishita to keep the key.

Mr. Terry stood up and said that "Of, sourse I'm not anyone oonmw oted with
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the trinl but I'm a member of WRA. The méaning of possesion means so much
in bhanding the decision."

So we oalled Miss MoCqrthy and Mr. Hirose to the stand. We were impress d
thet Mr. Morishite was not in possissdon of it. So after that finding we

dismissed the case. But I understand Michol is pretty sore about it,

At Mess 55 they had a serious osse of assault and bettery. I think the

men has been taken to the Folorecs ;jail.l

- . & o & @ W ® s = oD ¢

On Kikida's resipmtion from the CAS

Originally I went into the CAS @2s a coordinetor. That time we had
pretty strong organizations such as the GYPA, sumo olub, etc. The relations
between th Engei-kai,kh& the sumo-olub, and the GYPA with the CAS wes
not very satisfactory. I think Mr. Hoffmen wanted me to act as a public
relations man.giktsias I wasn't confident to goint to the CAS ss a supervisor
or director. But I wes eble to meke good relstions with the Block Managers
end the other general public, between the isseiend the nisei in the CAS.,

I consider that the activities themselves were also improved, such as
cooperation and coordination, I think I can say safely, it was greatly
improved. But ebout four months ago I was asked to take the part of
Assistent Supervisor which I wasn't confident I could do df&t& enough te
acaept.

Of oourse Mr. Wells is supervisor. Since I become Assistsnt Supervisor
I begin to find I'm quite often sandwiohed between the Administration and
such orgenizations as the Engei-kei, etoc, Epp cially in connection with

Public Works end the Engeneering Dept. I negotiated with Mr. Doucha but got

no résponseé, The Engei-kei ocompleins. So realizeing that I hed done my

original duty for the CAS, I felt I shoul place myself in the department wha e
I can serve moré to the people with my ability. I though I better oharge

work,

In the case of the Engei-~kei, in spite of the faot that I did so much,
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The Engei-kei is in a peculiar situation., We ahd two groups, ond from
Tur lock and one from Sente Meria, On two-three occasions disharmony
might have caused & serious gap,.not only in the Engei-kai itself but
81so between the evacuees from Turlock and Santa Anita,

But with my patience I did iron it out. But in spite of my efforts
the St. Anite Engei-ksi group does not seem to epproiaste it and has been
spreading very unsstisfactory rumors about meé. They say, Hikida being an issed
parolee, his influfemce in the Administration is very small, He gets a
poer deal,

So I decided to go and work in Mr, Tuttle's office. I'd 1ike to work
&s & ocouncellor. I know evaocuees have so many problems, family, future
planning, etec. But at the present time the welfare dept. has nothing but
rather young people, no issei, People are always coming here to my plsce
and consulting me, anyway. Also, It hought, Mr. Hoffmen went to
Washington on relocation. He told me WRA is thinking of employing
evacuees in the outside relocetion work as counsellors, If I relocate
mysef I would 1like to apply for that job, heving dore that work aleng
that line. If my wife were not i11, I would started about two=-three
weéeks ago., I hope I osn start in a week or ten days.

JUDICIA L. @ MiISSION

Oh Hikida's esdvioce I attended the s tting of the Judicial ocomrission in

the afternoon. That section of the warehouse used as ocourt room was
orouded. The seventy-five seats were £illed and about fifty more people
stood in the back. The dignity with which the three members of the
oommission, Hikida, Imaseki, end Shimizu, hand1ed the proceedings was
noteworthy. Although they spoRe is quiet tones a11 of their words were
audible. The court is obviously viewed with respect by those evaocuees
present. Five boys ranging from seventeen to twenty years of age were
arraigned for making & disturbence at a dence held at mess 43, Maeda's

erraignment was put off until Nekede's condition is better known. If Naksde
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dies, the osse will be out of the bands of the Judicial oommiaaion.l
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. TATK WITHE HART ON DEVE [OFMENTS IN RE IOCATION

There has been @ ite 8 piok up in the last few weeks. During the
two weeks before and after Christmes it was down to an all time low: 1
or two Or less a week, Starting about the 3rd week in January we have
had about 25 a week, It stayed there till about two weeks ago. Iast week
we hed over 60, This week over 50,

I think two things are responsible for this rise. I, it's getting
close th spring. 2, possibly some are godng out because of the Seleotive
Service announcement. Some young fellows were planning to go out, but now
with the added incentive of the dreft they tell me they're going out to get
one free breth of air before they have to go into the army. Also, it may
be possible that they will not be dra@ted quite so soon on the outside,
(It mey take & month longer.) On the othérhand, several family groups leve
cance11¢d well-considered relocation group plans because of the draft,

If selective service is really thorough, I think it wgill just

about cencel relocation, A Ceucesian sergeant told me (the man in charge

in this district) that there is a feeling that the army may ’ﬁﬁ dqualify a1l

who heve not been proven to be 100% loyal,

The wey it seems to me, the Relocation team is getting the impreéssion
that the Relocation Commission (composed of evaouees) is getting a lot
done here in Gila, that mesns, Arateni, Ishizue and Eawahara, Mrs. Kondo
told me that Arateni had been telling the old people, "Don't belive what
the Cauossians say. Things are bad outside," HNe plays up all bad
outside incidents. To the old people he posfes as a spy on the administratim
Aratani and Kawahers took a poll. They got whet the wanted on the poll.

This poll showed that they did not want a 1r>am.2

:
See Feb, 24 notes for detaiis on this agsaunlt,

2
Fukushima insists that with a low inteérest loen meny @emilies will go ot,
I shall ask him what he thinks of Arateni's poll.
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Terry got up end mede an ass of himse1f at the last meeting of the

Reie ation Commission. He gave a bombastic extemporanious address, He said,

why didn't the they gétpeople into the small towns rather then the big
cities. He evidently did not know that the small towns had been tried and
found &1most impossible.

The people have been discouraged from going into farming (buying farms).
Evecueée business men are also mot oonsidered s good rikk, In big cities

as employees, it's 211 right., Washington claims loans are available, but

advises against business endesvors,

I'm afraid that the next few months are going to see reloocation fold up.
Tt's & very expensive thing as I se¢ now, And I doubt if this very expen-
sive fie1ld organization will be tolerated when the results are just a
dribble, whioh I'm afrajd is 1ikely is the draft is thorough,

Fistere telephones Washington. He was told that the depende ney
benefit allotments will be decided upon on en indivddua) basis. There was
no information as to the grounds on which the decisions will be made. It
sounds 1ike a trick to me. For every other pérsonk his wife and ohildren,
regerdless of finencial status gets ay dependency allotment. So far as I
csn se¢ Washington is up to its old trick. It seems they're trying to give
the erroneous impression that those who re loocate will get allotménts and

they can
those who stay in camp will not. I can't see how thhbibiR&EELEDE -set up
an entirely different institution for the evacees in camp. But they may
reverse themselves on the matter of parents.

You know sessonal leave wes abolished Monday, the 21, The Chicago
office, with its seasonal leeve scheme did get a 1ot of people out.

A 1ot of them were waiting when these orders arrived from Washington,
1 had to explain to them, It seems in most al) of the oases the trouble was
their perepts. I oould convdnce them (the young people) but their psrents

thought that if they went out on seasonal, in six months they'd have to

oome back, which is erronious. Many who went converted their seasonals into

indefinites,




Hij\nkly - notes - 2/23/44

BIOCE MEETING OF RELOCATION TEAM

. I dutifully attended the relocation team meeting held for the peoplein

the genera] neighborhood of block 63, It wes a waste of time, since
no opportunity was given to let evacuees speak, and this possibility had
beén the ohief reason for my attendance, The mess hall was erouded to capac tty
with seeted and stending people.

The progrem opened with colored movies, af&kt one of the de lightful
time relooated evecuees were havingiin their jobs and the oth r &da&% a
Senta Fe RR film of the besuties of Chicago. Weber, Fistere and Cudlom
made good speecheés. The only group reesction I noted was audible mneers
8t Ishizue, the m stér of ceremonies, from certain nisdi in the bad of
the room. Mrs. M, who gtood neay me, soorméd the shole thing, It was a
pain in the neok to her. Mrs. Kondo remarked ® ter that She t hought
Fistere had made a fine sppedh. T took notes on the speech but will not
list them heére because they sre simplified more detailed secounts of the
s8mé spedohes whioch were delivered in the counocil., Saiff Myg, M. latar,
"they say they don't want us to go oute Oh yes? Ipok at the way they're
trying.”

REMAR KS FROM BROWN

Broen told me flats in the evening that Mr. Sasasi of Canal had resigned
both from the Community Counoil and from the Judicial Commission. Brown
suspdots it was as a result of the atrocity d-solgtion but hopes toget
more information which I sha1ll pass on.

Brown also related how Komuro, the I. S. oounoilman, had come to
Graves with two suggestions: (1) That all dances be prohibited beocsuse they
always get people into trouble; (2) That the members of Internal Seour ity
bé asked not to speak of the evacuees as "Japs.," Graves said he would give

his méen instruot ions,
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FEBRUARY 24, 1944

This morning was priveleged to get a very interesting interview from
Mrs. "M", "1",s sister., ("I" is my fluent Tulelake informent,) I had met
Mrs. "M" at the general relooation meeting & st night in blook 63 and she
asked mé to call.

I gave her a brief outline of events at Tulelake. We then turned to
disocusaing the difference in general attitude at Gila and Tule, She stated
she wes glad to be godng to Tule. The gutless people here got on her nerves.
They are beaten and broken. How she hates to see them oringing and groveling
before the Okiss on the appointed staff here. She hed gono.to Tultle to
ask him how she was to clotieher fami'ly on the reduced allowance. (She
gaid her allowanoe had been reduced from about 24 dollarsa month to ten.)
Tuttle had told her that the WRA had to divide the money it received among
many people. She threatened to write 8 letter to the Spanish Consul and
have Bennett eand Tuttle sign its the letter was to state that WRA could
give Mrs. "M" femily (five ohildren) only 10 dollars a month for clothing,
Tuttle didn't take to the idea., He suggested thet whe write to W, shington
or Mr. Myer.

Mrs. "M" in the course of the conversation warned me to watoh what
I say. If I don't speak carefully I'm likely to be arrested by the FBI and
then my work would be stopped. I promiscld to be oareful, She said the
men Bn her blook did nothing but talk, talk, talk,. The meet at the mw ss=hal

and around and talc their heads off. She tells them, “ganashi seruna,)

(dont' talk any more) end adds "Koshinuke" (spineless ones). This does not

sit very well with the old men.

The disoussion turned to imu, "That Hikida, Shimizu, and Miyake,"
eaid she., They are the worst onés, "Before I'm going out, I'y going to
see Miyake. I'm going to tell him, 'You just wait tK111 the war's over.

Then we' 11 see that you get yours.' But I'd 1ike to watit till just a
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week before I go to Tule. After all, what have I got to be afraid of now?"
"What indeed," said I.

She gave meé her version of the knifing in Mess 66, It seemst hat a

man there has a very siock ohilf. The former mess supirvisor has been in
the habit of giving the family raw wggs to feed this child, This is

not permitted but he did it anyway on the quidd. Then, the day the attack
took place the sick child's mother went to the mess to get the eggs as
usual. A new supervisor (or empdloyee) refused to give her the eggs.

Then her husbend came and demanded the eggs. When they were rudely
refuséd he and a friend attaocked the mess employee, the husband wielding a
butoher knife. Both of us were amused st the picture of Kéadle defending
the &84k knifer and GHaves prosecuting him.

Then "M" turned again to the subjeect of the men in camp who are
bothering her because &dh&ESLAERE her husbend is in Santa Fg. Two men in
the block were "always coming around.," One has two grown girls ready to
marry. She toX him, "If people gett o talking about you, how areyou're
girls godng to find husbands." Howwwer there is a young man oalled
George S. who works in transportation, who comes fregquently (for enlightening
onversation) I gathered, One of the women £&3&% in the block told her that

people Were talking about George and her, "What if they do?" sadd she,

"Ist them talk, ,And dven if I wanted to marry 83esgk George, would that hurt

you?" She bonfided that George is just sbout engaged and she has agked him
not to come e¥ound anymore. But he says he'1ll do as he pleases,

"Yes, indded," said I, “A woman has to 1ive her own 1ife." The remakk
broke the ice, and Mrs. "M" ponred forth a1l her marital woes. It seems that
her hubband has alweys worked her 1ike a dog. When they worked on the farm,
she "with a 26 inoh we ist') drove a traoktor all day ddng and worked as hard
as & man, When she was pregnent she worked so hard she nearly busted,

If she complained her husband told her to shut up or get out of the house.,

She stood it because she had so many 1ittle ohildre. But new she has S
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free fo @ year. For the first time inher 1ife she hes fun. She's never
going back to the 0ld arrangement. Either &% he behaves himse1f or she's
leaving., The chilrdren are old enough to take care of t.hcmsclvn.s. She
feels so good she's gained 13 pounds. Before it was alwapgs, one siokness
after the other for the lest five years.

A% new year's she held a oard party. She smokes all she Raleliéd
wighes (of whioh My, "M" doesnot epprove. She also went saroling with
two other couples end George on Gh&kbhidd Christman eve, Now her husband
writes orying lettersf rom Senta Fe, telling how good he'1l be to her
in Tule. He better be good. Iast summer she wrote her husband that she
wished tot ake up the three-stringed instrument she had pR&sShadap
played previous to her marriage. Neikk She also wished her girls to learn
ballet dencing. He wrote back, "Mere you're husband is in Santa Fe and
you are leading a 1ife¢ of luxury. At first she obeyed him, but now she's
taking up the instrument and the girls are ga&hpktd learning todance,
And she's going to keep up her practioing when hecomes back t oo, He's never
going to boss her around again'

When she gets back to Japan ghe's going to go to Manchuria and
have a decent 1ife., She told h r husband to be cereful when he was
aiways talking here in camp about being loyal to Japan. She said, "These
people are not worth it." But he told her, "Wou sécond generation,( infinite
ek scorn) You have no feeling for Japan," Well, look what happened.

He went andib&Ad% h&3%: blabbed at the mess and to the Spanish Consul and

a week later th FBI picked him up and took him to Santa Fe. What good is

hé now? He thinks that when he gets back to Japan the Japanese governmént
i going to give him o meda) and lots of money. She can just see the
way he'll go around to his friends and brag end brag (in Japan). But she
todd him, "Like heck you're going to get @ medal. Look at all the peopW
in Senta FE, Do you think the Japsnese government is going to bother

about them? HMeok no," We agreed that the wey to work was towbprk

quistdye.
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Now Geppge wents to marry her. But she isn't sure that's a good idea.
But under no oireumstances will she go back to the old 1ife, No sir,
Her brothe r understends. He doesn't treat her sisker-in-law that way.
pife is so nieénow. She ocan get up when she wants to, smoke when
she wants to, do as she pleasés, One year of freedom has teaughther,

She grasped with joy at every statement of "eomen's rights as indivdduais"
whioch I injectdd into the conversation., From now on it's going to be

onna wa dokyo as far as she's concerned,

I found this intér-generation split on the part of the furiously
pro-Japanese Mrs "M" very interesting. Insiduous Americanizetion - I

call it. I went home laden with & huge package of tea from the Japanese

Red Crosss ga¢ gad - poor Mr. "w*

e 3 ok ok ok ok o ok ke e oke o ok of o ook ko ok

. VISIT AT KONDO'S

Before peginning my Japanese lesson Mr. Kondo apoligized, "becsause they
had talked so much when DR, Inndberg was there. He felt that they ought
to have let him do the talking while they kept quiet and learmed. I explained
that Dr. Iundbers was most interested in what they had to say,

The talk then turned to Dr. Weber, the Japanese spesker of the
Relocationroom. In the shower room, several Japanese had oritizied
some of Wedr's ewkwardness in Jepenese. Kondo deflended him., Ssid he,
"Could you get up and give as good a speech in Japanese yourse1f?"
(Heerd another attitude today on Websr from Brown. He was told by
Oguchies nd Rev. Tsude, both issei, that Weber was al)] right but he
talked too much as Rei®s he were far above and they were far below,
"That is how &1] these missioneries who have been in Japan so long

talk," said Reverend Tsuda., To make the matter clear Oguchi added,

"You know, Dr. Brown, like Dr. Collier and MissPe terson,)
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Heard the Kondo's version of the kdifing in Block 55, Konde is =
friend of the girl whose husband is in the hospital., As they tell it,
the story goes this wap: Mrs. Nakade had been in the hebit of gedting
raw eggs from the mess for her siok grandfather who cannot eat fried
eggs. Keddle, then, sent out 2 striot order than no uncooked food was
to be teken from the mess. Mrs. Nakade had seen Kondo about this, but
he had been uneble to do anmything, suggesting that she speek to the
méss supervisor and 4¢l1l him of the situation and hope that he would
give her the eggs. He also suggested thet she teke & cup to the mess

and let him bresk the eggs into it.

Mrs. Nakade went to the mess §he morning of the assaqdt/asé

Nedesibhesfaiaistofeisioiodefugenitoietof Lanorsfetess? One of the
cooks brought out some eggs end gave them to her. Meeda, the supervisor,
oome end grabbed the @f€4. Mrs. Nakeda went home. Her husband then went
to the mess. He broughg his ¥ meal td;ket over and asked what it was
for if not for & mea1? (It secms these meel tiokets are requised only
in mess 65; reason, not olear.) Nakede got angry amnd tore up his meal
ticket. The Maede got mad¢ and socked him on the nose. Then Nishioks,
anlcxawardon of Internal Seourity tried te stop Meede, Maeda grabbed a
buteher knife; Nishioke grebbed a dipper, Meseds threw the butcher knife
at Nishioka., Nakeda is now in the hospitel, in a very serious oondition.
It is possible his skull 1s fmeotured. Maede is to be charged with
assault and battery and esseult with a desly weapon., He has a bad
repuytet ion having been invddved in a brawl in Turlook. It is rumored
about oamp tilet he oame to the Assembly Center from jeil: in other words,
he "relocated from jail,"

Kondo states tlmat a certain Caucasian remarked to him that hedid
not think Maeds should be proseocuted "because it would give the ocamp a
bed meme on the outside." Lhis made Kondo angry. Me said, ™When the guy

is as bad as this,you're not going to hush it up,"
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VISTI & MRS. "M."

. ' I oalled on Mrs. M. this morning to thke her the stoockings I had
bought for her in Phoenix, (plus small largess of csndy) The noble George
again came up for discussion. Ia2st night when she was playing oards with
@eorge, George remaked that it was ten o'clook and he better go,. "What if
your husband should suddenly comé hera," said G. "You'd put on your ceat
and get right out,"seid Mrs. M. Then what would you do, asked G. "That
would depend on how med my husband was, "seid Mrs. M. The prospect of
Tulelake in the oompany of the domineering Mr. M, evidently does not
please. It seems George is going to Tule too,

While meking tea for me Mrs. M showed me a carefully mended fan which
pictured a young Japanese girl in European clothes holding af Japanese
flag. In the backfournd was theé ocean with a puge battleship on it,
Mrs. ¥ s2aid her mother had been terrified beoau se she kept this fam,
They cen't stop me, said Mrss M. "In fact thére are a lot of people
in camp who olap when they see it," We disoussed fdags and she stated
that she was brought up in this countrye nd did not hate the Amerioan
flag, why should they hate the fleg of Japan. Anyway, the war was
started by big shots and a1l the 1ittle fellows Bad to suffer, The
gsoldiers in Japan went to war for the same reason as soldiers here =
they had to go. There were lots of them who didn't went to go.

An 01d issei whom she had known for 16 years had come to see her,

He had esked her about George., She said George wanted to merry her, but
she didn't taRe it so seriously. The issei said "right out" - "have your
fun while you oan," That set her back. She didn't know what to say.

Speak ing of not wanting to go back to war reminds me of a story
Henry Kondo told me, He had a friend in Japen who stuttered very bedly.
There seemed to be little ohange of his getting taken into the service.

However, just to p'ay safe, when he went for his physiocal examination,

his parents secretly put & huge mochi into his sleeves, so that hi might
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be 1uokfy snd be refused. He was refused, Then when he oame home he found

the two great mochi in each sleeve. He Was so aghemed he went to his room

. without saying a wor& and éidN't oome out for hours and hours.
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Dinrer ot Stull's

Stul]l who is the present Business Administrator at the hospital

told me that Pedicord is bound here soon, He 1is gapprehensive. Considering

the short shrift the evecuee dootors gave Collier it will be interesting

to se¢ what they do to Pedicord, or vice versa. Unfortunately Dr. Hata
expects to ®ave in e few weeks and Dr. Sugiyeme in a few months. This will
leave the Gile hospital understaffed indeed,

Stullr emarked that in the last three staff meetings Wolter has been
doing his ®k&k best to sponsor some kind of &b Camp Amer icanization
demonstration. He epperently did not receive much support from evacuees
present. At this moment he appesrs to have ebandoned the idea in favor
of & tremendous ceremony whenthe inducted boys leave.

Talk with Brown - 2/28 /44

Brown corroboreated the srrival of Pedicord. He is due here shorigy.
He 81so told me that definite information hsd been received thet people
from Herome ere entering Gila in June - how meny he did not say.

He was quite excited about Province's request that he go to &hkédk
fule 1eke for three month¢s, Benmett said he could spare Brown for only
one month, Brown has not made up his mind, He feels he oould get very
1ittle, but thinks he might gain something by stating his position
frankly and interviewing people in a formel manner, j.0., s6¢ all blook
menagers, se¢ a1l committee membeérs. He is intrigued by the opportunity,
perticularly es he would report directly to Brovince and Spicer, It would
ppobably be to my adventage i8 he went, since he is abler than Opler and
would te11 me most of what he found out. But then who would keep track
of things in Gila whanI was gone? If he goes it will not be ti1) the
20 of March.

OF THE JUDICIAL COMMISS JON

About 76 pwpple were present; one-thir@ of the group stood. The case to

be tried was one of essault and battery committed by one, Nakemura on

Yommsawea ,
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Jeckson of Internel Secdr ity was the first witness for the prosecution,

He steted &k that on Januery 27 a fight had been reported in blook 55,
He hed interviewed Mr. Morite of block 64, Mr. Yonesewa end Mr. Nakamura and
one other. He saw three of the people involved. In block 64 he saw three or
four fellows who told him that they hed gotten into & 1ittle argument in
a oard geme, Yemesews looked °©s if he had been hit in the mouth. Yoneawa
said he had been playing oards when Nakemura come in and made remerks.
PhéhiEbhkasbaihELkh Then Nakamura hit him in the mouth, He seid now they
were good friends. Nekemura seid that he had been watehing the oard game
and Yonesewa kept moaning about his bad luck. They hed words, Then
Nakemure hit him.
Attorney for defence: (A disbarred lawyer, informent Brown)
Mr ., Jacksen. So far ess you know no comple int was filed by the vieotim?
Jackson: The man ceme to the Internal Secur ity office and complaineds
Attorney: The people you jnterviewed seid everybhing had been forgotten?
Jackson: Yeés, but Yonesawa lookéd beeten upe.
Attormey: Didn't Yonesawa ssk for a dismissal of the ozse?
Jackson: I have no knowledge of thet.
Tekeds, witness for prosécution called/ He is a recent ex-member of the
Internal Seourity. He worked on the swing shift, 3:30 to 11:30 p. m.
An interpretor was needed.

Takeds: Yonesewa reported the trouble. He gaid we were playing oards st 574,
My . Nekamure csme in snd seid h&s luck was agd nst me. This provoked me
end he hit me in the mouth.

Nichols: Were his (Yonesews's) glasses brolen?

Takeda: Yes, he broke his gledses.

Niochol: Had he any outs on his fece? .

Takeda: Yes.

Nichol: Where?

Takeda: On his lips.

Nichol: Did Yonesawa sey how often Nekemure had hit him?
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Attormey: Did Mr, Yonsewa go to the hospttal?

Tekeda: I don't believe he did,

Attormey: 1In other words it was just a slight bruise,

Tekeda: Yes, I'd say so.

Mor imoto, witnéss for Prosecution cailed,

Mor imote: Well, we were playing poker. Four or five of us. About 2:00 p. m.
the geme sterted. Nekemurs oeme in ebout four ofclook. Nakamurs was in
8 happy mood, kidding some of the boys including Yomesewa. Yonesaws
wasn't feeling so good., He made a remark to Nakemurs he shouldn't have
made. That sterted the fight. Nakemure hit Yonesawe once, He did not
hit him after he was on the floor,

Nichol: On January 28 you steted that you said you didn't know whet reason Nakemura
hed to hit Yonesawa, You also sdid you sawx Nakemura drag Yonesawa off
the floor and hit him twice,

Morimoto: I didn't want to be involved in this oase in the first place.
Nichol: Has anyene telked to you aboutthis case?

Mor imoto : Yeés, Yamemoto end a witness.

Nichol: If you were not in o position to see clearly how could you see Yonesawa was

hit?
Mor imoto: I sew him hit him first,
Nichol: What didhe say?
Mordmoto: I shouldn't sey it in the court room.

Nichol; Did you see¢ Nekamurs hit Harry (TYornesewe} the first Gime?

Mor imoto: Yes.
Nichol: Then why did you say you didn't see the first blow in the I, S, office?
There you admitted you sew him hit him once after he was onoe the floor.

Attorney: You said st Internal Security office you did not remember who struck the

first blow,

Mor imoto: I don't remember what I said thet time.

Attorney: Before Nakamurs struck Yonesawa, Mr. Yonesawa stoed up?
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ngimoto: Yeés, he did.
Attorney: Pidn't he take his glasses of 2
Mor imoto: I just sew the motionm.
Attorneyl Do you reocsll whet Neakemura seid when he came in?
Mor imoto: He was just joking at first and then they got into an argumeént,
Attorney: Did you state a1l you at seen at I. S7
Morminoto: No, I knew both of them end T didn't went to he mixed up in this thing,
Attorney: Do you remember what Fakemure said before he was struck?
Mor imoto: He said, something 1ike don't say such things to me,
Attorney: Did not Harry Yonesewa make some attempt to strike or push Nakamurs?
Mor dmoto: I took it for granted he was going to strike it.
Twaseki: It looked as if he were in a position as if he were going to strike him?
Mor imoto: Yese.
Attorney: How was Yonesewa's luck?
Mor imoto: Not so goods
Nichel: Did you see Yonesawa pushNekamura?
Mor imoto: No.
Niohosl: Did you hear Mr. Nekamura ourse Mr. Yonesswa?
Mor imoto: Yes, he oursed him badly.
Yamemoto, witness for prosecution ¢alled, He is unpployed. Hag been
digcharged from the armye.
Yememoto: There was trouble between Yonesewa and Nekemurs, We were playing poker,
Nelkemure came in. He had an argument but T was concentrating on my
poker. I didn't hear what was s2id in the argument, 1 saw Yonsesawa
stend up apd do something but T couldn' tsés becsuse I wes concentrating
on my pokers
. Nakehtsssr (Here Niohol asked the oour£ thet the witmess be reminded that he must
te11 what he knows. His request wes certeinly justified. The witness

was advised by Iwasaki thet he might be held in contempt of courts)

Nichol: Did you not see Nakemurs hit Yoneseway In the I, S. office you stated o o
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Mor imoto: I didn' twent to get involved,

Nichol: Tpet is not the question.

Moy imot : No, I didn't say so.

Niochol: Your honor, it looks as if the witness has been tolaked to by someone,
Moreover, &h8%& he is sullen and obviously lying.l

Attormey: I belibe the prosecution is trying to accuse it's own witmess, He is
not the defnedents witness.

waseki:z I think the witness is the prosecution's witnees. This court has already
received suffiocient evidence to hold the defendent 1iable. But you may
proceed if you choees,.

Yonesewa, victim of assault called.

Yonesewe: We were playing a gemeé. Nakemure oame in. He seid, Do you win? I said,
I'm not winning today. He hit my fade hard. I f¢11 back and couldn't get
up for a couple of minutés. When I woke up he was gome. SO I went to
I. S. and reported it.

Attorney: Youwere awfully med that day because you were 1osing?

Yonesewa: Y@s.

Nic ol: I objeot - The witnéss ghould be cross-examined only on the questions
askeéde

Iwasaké: Objeotion sustained.

Attorney: Didn't you file a formal complsint?

Yonesewe: What do you mean?

Mmeseki: Did you sign a fomal complaint, go to I. S. and swear out an #ffadavit
that ya:wished Mr . Nakemura arrested for the dffense?

Yonesewa :7 I just went to reporte

Attorney: Next day didn't you go up and agk for a dismissal?

Yonesawa: Yes. Mr, Tanska said thmt he (Nekemurs?) was willing to apologize, Then

. I went to the I.S . and asked them to drop it.

Imaseki: Did you di it freely end voluntarily or becsause Mr. Tanaka told you te

do so? i
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Imaseki: (Restetes the question)

Yonesawa: Yes,

Niochol: Didn't Mp, Tapake come &&& thet day and take you out of the I, S, offioce
before you made the statement?

Yoresewa: He came after that,

Nichol: Didn't My, Taneka te1l you it was foolish to heve the tmuble?

Yonesawa: No.

Nichol: Didn't My. Tensks take you to the I. S. office?

Yonesawa; He o41led me outside, He just said he wanted to dro the case,

1
Nakeamure oalled to stand,

Nakmura; I startedjoking around like 4 alwaas do. I asked Harry, Are you winning?
Attorney: Did you have any argumeént?
Nelemure: I notioced he wes losing. He s8id he loses 1ike a man. He could losd
34 dollers. An srgument sterted. He got up. So I hit him.
. Attorney: What did he get up for?
Nekemure: To hit me. First he took his glasses off,
Attorney: Are you sure he stook up?
Nakemure: Yes.
Attorney: Where were his hends?
Nakemure: They were up, like he was going to hit me, I stuck him only once. He
had his glasses off.
Attorney: What were his last words before you struck him?
Neksmure: He said he was going to throw me out of the room,
Nichol: Did you heve any official business in 57-47
Nekemuza: No, I had business to be in apother man's house. We all go there.
Nichol: You hit Fonesawa when he stood up?
Nakemure : Yes.
. mNichol: What wes the argument over?
Nakemure ;: Over winning, I think,

Niohol: Did you and Yonesawa heve apy trouble up to this time?
[fnnn VAN - {L.

4 Noadeominrn win o b oAl 4 Tha pAot ot K
TFarmafe. darawdo
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Nekamura: Not real trouble.

Nichol: Did Mr. Taneka te1] you he'd get the cese fixed up for phé& you?

Nakemure: No, he knows us both good. He said, Ne 1ike men and shake hands,

Attorney: Have you been to Harry's house several times before?

Nekemuras I go sbout every day. It's a sort of clubhouse for the trueck drivers,
Mor ita, witness for defensecalled,

KatSbéd
Attorney: Is this room ysed by the young boys.

Moritea: Yes, everybody is welcomé.

Iwaseki: Has Nakemurs any oriminal record?

Nichol: No, not with us,

Iwasaki: Have you any recommendations?

Niohol: No.

Iwmasaki: Has the attorrney for the defense enything further to state?

Attorney: I think in this oase even the prosecution's witnesses were testifying
in behe1f of the defendent., Summed up, it is not certain if the defendent
was the agressor or Yonseawa wes the agressor,

Nichol: Maybe Mr, Yonesswa did mtend up. Cen't & men stand uc in his omn house
without be ing hit., There is no evidence that Y,nesewa threatened too trike
Nakemure. The only blow struck was by Nakemurs, &£&&rih&BRELELELEIEEEEARS
YRS YN B TN ET T L R L A S S L L
BREPLEORESAREIBEEROLELEEIYREAAAIALT T s it b0EE

(Court retires to consider verdiot)

Iwasaki: After csreful evaluetion of the evidence the court finds the defendent
guilty es oharged., He struck &k& Harry Yonesewa without provocation or
just ocause,

Attorney: Before sentence is pronounced I would like to ask that the defendent be
ptt on probation on conditi-n that he pey the price of Yonsewa's glasses.
It wes elefven or twelve dollers.

waskki; (Consults with Hikide and Shimizue) We fine the fefendent fifty dollars -

-

with forty-five dollers suspended on o ndition that he peys Mr. Yonesawa
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twe lve dollers for the glasses. This must be paid within five days. If it

is not paid in five days he will serve five days in the ocounty jail,

M ._Oggchi:

Met Mr. Oguchi, Brown's issei informant on the way to mess. He,has
usual, asked me what I was studying now in camp. Nothing important, said I,
He quizzed me sbout my opinion of Brown's going to Tule Iake. We agreed that
he would not beé & ble to do much inside of six months, I asked him about
reactions to the draft. He said the young men didn't went to go, but he
advised them to obey and make no trouble.

Hikida on Trial

Called on Hikida to change date for a ppointement. He asked me what I
thought of the triml. I snid the offense itself was somewhat petty but
that Iwas impressed by tlw dignity of the court and the obvious respect
shown to it by the peopls present. He was plemsed. Out of curiousity I
asked whetls r the attorney's suggestion that the defendent pay for the
glasses hed really raised hfis £&&4 fine, Tt appears that it did, for the
court had intended to fine him only ten dollars,but when he offered to
pay for the glasses reduced it to five - thds making Nakamura pay $17.00
Hikida told me thet the Maeda assault osse, after consultat ion with Mr,
Bennett hsd been rfferred to the Florence oourt. The offense is so
severe that the oourt feels it oould not impose striot enough sentence.
The court is limited to thEebk&k sentences of three months in jail.

Convarsation with Yamepuohi, Nisei dentist on the draft,

Went to see how my pregmsnt secretary is getting on. Her husband who

is having his physical examination tomorrow was very voocal on draft sentimentse

"They're really burned uc about the choioce of services. Thera's even

no quartermester, no nothing. The only place they're sending the Japanese
if the front line., Sugiyame (the dentist) and Iere going to be put in

the buok private ocdass.

"The a ssignment officer in Phoenix is a stinker, (He is named Baker,)

]
He won't do & demn thing for the Japsnese. Dr. Sugiyama has been writing to
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Salt rake and Weshington., Washington has even written to Baker to he 1p
Sugiyeme pet a commission. But he hasn't even sen't inhis commission yet.
"One of the No-No boys hes got his induction papers. Boy, is he

burned upi He went into Freeland and said, "I'm a No-No men., I'm
disloyal and I'ye always been disloyal, If you're going to send me to
Tule Lake, the soonmer the better., 1I'll work in a defense plent but I
won't go ointo the army." He said he'd been to fouwr hearing. He said,
“Absolutely, I refuse to £ight inthe U.S . army,"

Then there's another fellov whobe going to be 38 in six months. He's
got two-three kids.

There's a lot of mechenims in the garage, They're supposed to be sent

to quartermester's., But they're going to be right in the infantry with a
rigle.

A lot of people are saying, "If 1'd known they were going to do this, I'd

of gone to Tut Iake, A lot of people would 1ike to go to Tud right now, but
they're afraid, Some & the fellows were disoussiont he sedition law,

They said they only thing they oould do if they were going to have a

meeting would be to ed 1 Bennett in, also a man from the Bepartment of
Interior, one from the FBI and a man from the Fair Play Isage. That's the
only ¥ey they could do sny goud,

“They're all med. Nobodgs happy ebout it, Oné of the things they're mad
about is theY8re not accepted on an equal basis as other Americans. They om 't
join the Marinés, the Navy or the armored division, There is noc hoice. Ony
the infantry. That's whay a lot of them are burned,

22hepled "There's a lot of talk but they're afraid to oome out because of
the Poston incident. They say the first timeyou open your mouth the FBI
will ocome after you. A lot of péople say the petition stuff is good, They g
say 811 the dine relocation centers ought to sign a petition. If you

get enough people, they oan't do anything eabout it., But they're always

stool-pigeons around. Another thing they say is, "How &&&® come we re good
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enough for the army but not good enough for Celiforndd, What are we fighting
for, the relocation center?

(I asked about the arrival of Dr. Pedicord,) "The dootors are really
burned up. One doctor told me, he certainly didn't think much of it, "

Rettnning to draft: "The nisei feel they're being railroaded. If this

sergeant in Phoenic doesn't oome across Sugiyema and I are going to Yerry and

ask for our rights." (I asked to be informed of the resut s o this interview

with Terry if it taRes place, )




