UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
FIELD SERVICE

Sept. 2, 1942

Dear liorton: ‘

I received your letter yesterday and I have written to Larry
Tajiri informing him.of your arrival. Larry is to my mind the most
competent nisel whom you can contact on any aspect of Japanese life
on the pacific coast. Since he has been in New York he can probably
give you a list of people whom you can contact in the east. Larry
1s one of those rare individuals in nisei progressive circles who
has the respect and admiration of the commrades, liberals and the
JACL. I know that you'll get along swell,

As for your other queries I suggest that you contact i1f possible
the following in Washington: John Collier, Nat., Director of Indian
Affairs --a great man, Pearl Buck, Eisenhower of course, Robert
K.Lamb,staff director of Tolan Committee, John Provinse, a swell guy
and at the moment I can't think of any more, but the above people
and Larry can give you some more dope. By the way see if you can
contact sentors Downey and Johnson.

I haven't written to Dorthy as yet because we aren't settled, g
We're going to move to another apt. and everything 1s in disorder.

. Pleaseihave Anne and mg remembered to her and tell her that we
will write to her as gsoon as possible. ,

We've been here thrge weeks now and in spite of the heat , dust
and the lousy food we k like it here. The administration is tops,
too godamn good # for the Japs. I believe we have the best men of
any of the relocation centers and this is due to the work of John
Collier. I believe Daethy knows him quite well,

Well lots of luck on your trip. Would like to hear from you
as soon and often as possible. Try and get me a 8e+t of the Tolan
Committee hearings if you have time,

Mich
11-6B
Poston, Ariz,
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fGlla \ October 5, 1942
Dear Dorothy:

Time after time the imner man keeps saying: you should, you must, you
ought to, you owe it to a friend, it's your duty and responsibility, yea=-I shall,
I will, I must, damit write! I could start off by assuming & bureaucratic air
and say: dear Dr. Thomas=-this is to acknowledge your letter of such and such
date--delay-~due to--pressure of government etc. etc. or feign a mercentile manner
end say: dear Dr. Thomas =--= I am sorry but delay --- due to gigantic "battle of
production™ etc., ete., but I shall simply say Dear Dorothy, you will have to
attribute the procrastination to the frailty of the human soul desiccating in
the Arizona heat=-you're right--the soul of a heel,

After being in Poston for nearly two months I have picked up plenty of
dope about the policies and personalities of the WRA, the staff here and the
Iﬁdian Service. Other than that I don't give a demni! I don't know what's come
over me lately but perheps a little introspection will ascribe my sullen and
saturnine attitudes to general frustration or perhaps to a New York cut and
a bottle of beer. Amne and I are well but not too happy even in spite of the
fact that we have a good administration. We survived the summer hest and dust
with not too much diffieculty. The afternoons are still quite warm but the mornings
and evenings are wonderful,

Housing rates & C- mark snd the food D. We're overcrowded in camp I
but not in II or III. I believe the barracks are of the same size as the ones

in Tule and they are divided into four apartments. The army engineers evidently

have a one track mind end they never thought to build smeller apartments for

small families end couples until it was brought to their attention. As a result

we have no small apartments in camp I and we find in many cases two or three
families occupying one apartment. In the other two camps the engineers divided

the #wo barracks in each block into eight instead of the standard four. Fortunately
Wwe occupy a large apartment but eventually we'll have to move when they partition

off the smaller apartments--just when no one knows. The barracks have a double
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The barracks have & double roof to fight off the heat, but no double floors,
ceilings or plaster board walls and as yet the stoves haven't arrived. To battle
the heat and dust the staff and hospital quarters are furnished coolers, but not
the residents. Some of the residents who have some money left lay down from
$70-$125 to buy a cooler and some of the others get together a makeshift one.
The more cooperative blocks have got together and purchased one or two coolers
for their mess halls. It's really hell trying to stuff down lousy food while
you perspire. We just came at the end of the period of intense heat and high
winds but for the first week we couldn't do anything because it was so warm.
Never before did I wake up in the morning with perspiration around my neck. It's
an experience and it makes you appreciate the conditions under which the men are
fighting in North Africa.

The food stinks! At least in our block. Some of the other blocks have
better food but generally the food is bad, both in quantity and quelity.
The only place where the food is half decent is at the cooking school. The
resident white collar workers have the privilege of eating their lunches there.
The terrible food situation e¢an be charged up to heat and lack of transportation.
For the past two weeks we've had weiners and bologna three times & day. Special
food for diabeties and babies is lacking although the patients in the hospital
are fed well. Due to the bad food and heat the canteen grossed close to a

$100,000 for the month of September and while I'm on the subject of money I

might add that approximately $18,000 per week in money orders are sold--now

that's not counting the personal, cashier's and travelers' checks which go out.
All in all we figured out that a quarter of a million dollars was being
circulated during e month in the whole of Poston.

The schools got under way todey with 5500 students enrolled in classes.
For the elementary and secondary students there are 75-80 Caucasian and
80 Nisei teachers. In addition 800 kids will enroll in the pre-school program
and on top of that 200 students will emroll in the seminsrs. If we teke into

acecount all of the other miscellaneous classes, like sewing, poetry, music, art




Gilae Letter October 5, 1942
and craft’basic English, etc. approximately 8000 residents will be receiving
some kind of instruotion--that's something new in America. Amne is teaching

English and social s tudies to high school seniors. The school buildings are not

built (and will not be until next September--they hope.) It is proposed that

the building be made from adobe, so the adobe project has some priority. The
recreation halls are being used for the class rooms and they are partitioned
off into three parts.

Have you seen the proposed ciriculum for the relocation centers which was
worked out by the Stanford ed. dept? 1It's & lulu. Professor Paul Hanna who
supervised the program seems to be @& swell guy. He was down here for a couple
of days last month and talked to the teachers. I might add that the teacher
training program conducted here was excellent. You might look up Hubert
Armstrong who is & research man for the Oakland schools. He gave a course in ed.
psych. here and he can give you plenty of dope. We told him to get in touch with
you as soon a&s possible. If the progrem for the secondary schools is a lulu
the proposed ciriculum for the adult progrem is a whiz bang. We're very fortunate
in having & staff here composed of seven or eight Ph.Dfs and several men in
specialized fields. The core program for the seminars is the coursein the great
books. This ciriculum was worked out by a young classicist by the name of
Wilburn who is the assistant deen of St. Johns College (one of those progressive
schools), He was financed to the extent of $1,000 by the Friends to come here
and work out & program and that he did with the aid of John Powell., I will send
the progrem under separate cover. I don't think the kids will get much out of
the philisophical seminars because meny of them cannot contribute anything.
Around the course in the great books there will be additiomal courses in soil

science, plent pathology, business law, public administration, enthropology

eand sociology. A special seminar around the Tolan committee findings and
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and possibly a course in Japanese history will be given.

I don't know whether you've heard of John Powell but gal they don't come
eny better, He was formerly with the Meikel john school in San Francosco
and before that with the Meikeljohn experimental college in Wisconsin. He's
essentially a philosopher=--pragmatist--and probably the only man on
the staff who has the confidence and respect of the staff and residents. J.P.
is the assistant director of community welfare end recreation and I am acting as
assistent until I get into vocational guidance work. I could go on and on and
tell you sbout Poston but since you're coming here I'd rather tell you then,
One more word--Dr. Leighton and his work.

I was introduced to Leighton by Collier on the first day I was here and

during the whole course of the conversation which lasted about ten minutes he

uttered about five words. When I spoke to him again with Provinse--this time
the conversation lested ten minutes Leighton uttered ten words. I couldn't
figure him out but lately he's broken down and spesks very freely eand I found
out that he was a swell guy-=plenty interesting. I heer the whole staff approached
him with caution beceuse he wes & navy man end he likewise, I found out that he
Imows Margaret Lantis--ceme back from Alaske with her and that Margaret is slated
to come here for two or three months next spring. Leighton wes sent here by
Collier and here's how it happened. Leighton has e M.D. in phychiatry from
Johns Hopkins end has done some work with the Indians. Just before he came here
he wes drafted by the Navy (he was in the nevel reserve) and sent to Pensacole.
Collier knew him since he did some work with the Indiens end had the Navy release
him for sociological work in Poston. The funny thing is that he still draws
his pay check from the Navy.

He has a staff of about 20-25 kids in the three cemps. With him on the
steff is Spicer a Ph.D. in anthro. from the University of Arizona--wes a Guggie

in Mexico before the war broke out and Temie. I believe the steff is going %o
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receive credit from the University of Chicago for the work they do. Kenny Murase

was working for him until todey. Tonight he leaves for school in Philedelphis.
In contrast to your work Leighton plens to use his material to improve the
conditions of the cemter. The calibre of the kids working for him is not as high
as the kids working for you. IHe has one or two artists working for him depicting
life in pencil sketches with captions degcriptions.

The calibre of the administrative steff here is beyond reproach. I believe
it is the best of any of the centers. You might be interested to know that we
have a caucasien persomnnel of close to 400 including the teachers. We seem to
have plenty of engineers and two-bit clerks roeming around here, Blasidell
came here two weeks ago and got a pretty rough going-over by the staff when he
tried to tell them something sbout education. The staff is open-minded but they
can meke it pretty uneasy for you if you treat them like a bunch of people with
hayseeds in their hair. Some of the guys here ere pretty sophisticated. There
seems to be a conflict of policy betweenthe men of the Indien Service and the
regicnal WRA office as to the role of Poston in wartime America but it is-hushed
up. The conflict was almost brought to a head on thé problem of temporary
furloughs. The WRA seems to be pressured by Washington end it is conscious
itself of the menpower shortage on the outside and therefore recruiting of harvest
lebor is emphasized, whereas the Indian Service people have & tendency to
forget the outside and concentrate on building a model community in Poston.

I believe that this confliet exists within the WRA itself between the mgricultural
depertment and the employment depertment.

It seems that the residents and‘the s taff aren't conscious of the fact that
America is in a hgllava mess. They're too isolated both in mind and body and
faced with & maze of internal problems thet they lose a proper perspective

of the whole relocation program. I've been advocating to thestaff members

that enyone who has enything to do with the morele in Poston get out of here
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for a couple of days every other weeks and ge on & bender. Since the radio
reception is bad I've been desperately trying to keep up with the world vie
two—day-old Chronicles and the New Republic and the New Yorker. All of the
regional officials who have visited the other centers tell me that the morale
here is the lowest of all the centers. This is probably due to the heat, dust
end lousy food. About 88 per cent of the people are rural minded and progressives
are scarce as hen's teeth es it is with leadership meterial. Ve hsve plenty
of freedom, probasbly more than at any of the other centers. We can go to the
other cemps any time we can get the transportation. We have been to the
Colorado river two or three times for a swim.

I heard thet you had plenned o visit Poston around the later pert of this

month. I don't know how you plan to come but if you come via

trein from Los Angeles take a sleeper because the ride from L.A. to Poston is

holy hell and the train is always four or five hours late. I hope to have
the article on Tanforen ready by the time you get here. Regards to W.I. Love

from Anne.




October 26, 1942

Dear Dorthy:

Here's another letter, but not too soon. It-was good to hear from
you and we're glad to hear that 96 T L S accompany you on your tripe-
we'll be expecting you. Kenny Murase left for Philadelphia about three
week@ ago expecting to enroll at Haverford college, but enrolled at
Temple when he discovered that Haverford didn't have a school of
sociology. He's planning to get married --to whom he wouldn't say. I
hear that Lucy Adams invited you to participate in the regional meet-
ings now being held on adult education and recreation. Ask Adams to
let you see the article which #nne wrote on the Japanese. I sent it
up to herm about a week ago.

Sollie, but agent k1lmx25p no ketchum much on q.t. dope. Y4rst of
all I don't see why you ever thought of competing with Leighton ---
from what I can observe you haven't much competition. Leighton just
returned from a two week trip to Washington, the primary purpose of
which was to clarify the position of the bureau. I don't know whether
you know this or not, but Leighton's primary purpose in coming here
was and is to groom himselg for a colonial administrator's position
after the war, and the Navy throught it was fertile territory so it
readily assented when Collier agked for him. As I said before he still
draws his check from the Navy. As to the position £ of the bureau,
here's the dope: all of the stuff which his assistants dig up (which
isn't much) is his own and Collier and the Navy haven't any claim on
it. Xinda funny 1T you ask me. One of the reasons why Leighton's
work isn't going to well is that the residents are suspicious of his
naval commections.

Ag to how extensive his research is I can'?t say because, as yet,
he hasn't accomplished much, His assistants are a bunch of dopes--
so says Tamie, o far the bureau hasn't done much officially to
improve social conditions. ® Tamie telds me that the bureaun so far
has only on two occasgons sent Wade Head a memo on recommendations,
although Leighton himself may contribute something during the staff
conferences. I believe that Tamie is admitted to the conferences.
Leighton has distributed the field work among his assistants so that
one man covers food, another housing snd another politics ete. From
the repowts that I get % hear that the assistants aren't too imagina-
tive or =xresourceful. hey don't ¥now when they've got something good.
Harvest employment plus kids going out #t school have hit the staff
quite a bit and now the staff consists of about 10 assistants.
Leighton has gtatted some seminar courses in anthro using enedict's
"Patterns of Culture”. He has arranged with the Univ. of “hicago
Extention division to give his assistants credit for their work --
approx. 12 units a year.

While he was in ¥skimgkex Washington Leighton was trying to obtain
the gervices of another anthropologist and two sociologists. This
didn t jell because although the WRA was willing,;the Indian Service
didn't want to meet half of the expenses. The anthropologist was to
be a woman from Harvard. Before Mrs. Spicer left last week to do a

ix months study on the Papagos the staff consigte f L hton , Dr and
ELrs. gpicer andyTamie. Ib%l%eve you kmow enough 0O ieigﬁ% n and Eaﬁg .
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Dr, Spicer is a young husky, soft spoken chap of about 35. He was a
Guggie doing some work in Mexico before the war broke out. He received
his Ph.D, in anthro from the Univ. of Artz. 4 Quaker and by the way a
swell fellow. He's been detailed here by the Indien Serviece for the
duration at 3000 per. to assist leighton. Tamie was also slated to

get 3000, but Wade Head put his foot down because she was techinecally
an evacuee., ©She's fed-up with the set-up here amd has been contem.
plating leaving at the first good opportunity she gets. I hear that
Spicer is also fed up.

I shomia keep a carbon of my letters since I don't remember what
I've already said to my friemds. Well, if I repeat anything you(1ll
know that it's still ocecupying my mind. At Poston we have a situation
which is not common to the other center sincee we are under the Juris-
dietion the Indian Service. Here we have an old agency with
established poliecies operating under rolicies formulated by a new
emergency agency, and there is confliet. *he confliet is fundamental.
The WRA (pressured by Washington snd conscious of the war and the B
shortage of labor) would like to relocate the reople as soon as possi-
ble whereas the Indian Service would like to see the evacuees stay
and build a model commumity out of FPoston. This confliot is being
garried on backstage and it's interesting to m¥®x mkEx observe the

ight.

: -
The'win the War”side is headed by Ted Hass who is the attorney
and Vernon Kennedy, chief of ‘mployment. The Indian Service side  is
lead by Head, Evans. “hepherd ete. Hass is now up in S.F, -.you
ought to look him up. He's typical of the New York intellectual
ewish xxmmp lawyers group. Kennedy had been formerly agsociated with
the Calif. Labor Commissioner s office operating out of “acramento
and S.f. I heard that Me Imtire brought him infto the WRA picture.
Kennedy's here on & loan. He's on Minnidoka's payroll and would like
to stay here if he didn't have to w join up with the Indian Service.
He's afraid that if he opens his mouth too much that they could send X
him off to the Apaches or something. Hass is up in S.F., to see if
Kennedy can stay here and stay with the OEM. The only member of the
staff here who is not on the Indian Serviee payroll is the press rm
relations man, Norris Jmmes---a dope.

We have another crowd down here from Hawaii. ‘his #roup hasn't

any offieial backing so it iﬁn t very important outside of Foston.

This group congists of Nell *indley, chief of community services, ¥
who draws down 5600 (not worth 2500 if you ask me), Miles Cary,
Director of Education at 4600 and the two high school principalsand
theiﬁ stooges who also hgil from the lend of the pineapple. This

gal findley is a card. he held an impoztant social welfare

position in Hawaii and was dde assocaiated with the USO before coming
here. ©She majestically glides her large frame in and out and possesses
a very regal manmmer. I heard that when Tamie came in from Santa An?ta :
she nearly crushed her and wrapped some old leis around her. That's
Just typical of her. All of ke or nearly all of the caucasians who
come from Hawaii have a tendency to draw the color line more sharply
than do the others. MNost of the evacuees don t notice it and they'
all eat up the gushy stuff $HS pands out. A good gel though. You'll
probably meet her up there since she went to Fmim participate in the

conferences.
Well when do you expeét to come? We like to kmow because we want )
to make plans to accompany you jo G. ‘ (G“FK




Gilas for a visit if possible. Tamie would also like to_ go. '
I've got lots of things on my mind, but I'll wait to unload them
_vhen you come. Hpoe to see you soon, Regards from Anme, %y

¥

/A
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As I look out through the windows facing me and see the
people hurrying through the streets huddled in their over=-
coats and watch the street cars which g0 by every two or
three minutes I'm reminded very much of the areas surround-
ing Japanese town in San ‘rancisco. As a matter of fact,

a good deal of Chicago, superfliclally, is very reminiscent
of Herb Caen's Bagdad(sp?) By the Sea -- the old, grayed
bulldings, downtown shops, the climate, particularly dur-
ing the lagt two or three days. But Chicago has none of
the The City's suave cosmopofl tanism, its compactness, its
charm -- nothing to attract the bon vivant., In spite of
these drawbacks, its appalling city government, and its
filth, I will say that in these tense times, it's quite a
haven for the Nisei. The people, generally, are very friend-
ly and Jjobs are to be had for the asking. The Friends Ser-
vice Committee has a long 1ist of job offers, but some of
the kids have gotten swell Jobs on their own hook. One
young kid from Seattle landed a machinist's job at one of
the defense plants through the USES. The rallfnt is so
Dleased with him that they're sending him to school at

l1ts own expense,

Dear Tami:

The only fly in the ointment is housing. The industrial
boom has created even a greater shortage of family dwell-
ings than in the Bay Area, I imaglne. Single rooms gren't
80 hard to find, but apartments are well-nighf impossible.
I hear the same situation exists in Cleveland -- a nice
prospect.

We're staying, for the moment, at the hostel operated on a
cooperative basis BY the American Friends Service Committee.
The Com. has taken over a very nice house owned by a
Domestic Arts School and charges the employed $1.50 per

day for room and board -- the unemployed $1.00, The place
1s nice but too many Japs to sult us.,

Mich has been going down to the office every day, and I've
been dividing my timm between the shops and the hostel.
Last Tuesday Dr. Embree invited us to lunch and we made the
hour's trip from town to his office in the old Rosenwald
mansion. It's 5 delightfully peaceful atmosphere in which
to work ..... They have two Japanese girls working as se-
cretaries. He wants Mich to talk at an IPR meeting to be
held sometime next month, but we found out last night when
John Thomas, Mich's boss, came to town that we'll be leav-
ing for St. Louls sometime next week, Mich is quite glad
of that since he doesn't care for Chicago at all. We un-
derstand before long we'll be given a trip to Washington,
D.C., and to New York., Just what Mich has been looking for.













April 20, 1943

Dear Tomi:

At last we're here in Clevelagnd, our home for some time
to come. The town isn't very B rge, reminds you some-
wiat of Oakland, but it's liberal, thank God'. The
community is well-organized, its attitude on questions
of race and labor much better than most cities of com-
parable size, Chicago is much more interesting from

a physical point of view, but I'm glad our job assign-
ment turned out to be Cleveland.

Fumi Kobayashi tells me you're planning to leave as

goon after the conference in Salt Lake as possiblew
How's about coming here? Start out as a secretary

in someone's office and look around for a chance to

do the kind of work you're trained to do. Since you're
anxious to live along, you won't have nearly the diffi-
culty that those of us looking for good sized apartments
will have. 1In case you haven't guessed already, the

job situation 18 beiter here than in Chicago, but the
housing is much worse,

The fellows have found & swell site for theilr hostel ==
a frat house on the WRU campus. It comes furnished
with dishes, linen, grand planoc and what have you.

We hope to take it over lock, stock, and barrel very
S00N.

As you may be hearing from some of the kilds I've written
®, I visited Jerome for gbout a week after leaving
Chicggo. It's a nice center as such ﬂﬂ#xgw go with
first rate facilitlies, but oh God! is it depressing.
After three wekks of freedom, the purposelessness (what
» wordl) of the place struck me keenly. I was torn
between wanting to visit longer with my family and
running away from the oppressive gtmosvhere of the
center. As you've undoubtedly heardy they had quite

a rumpus over their registration. The day before I
left Chicago, I met a Rev. Yamazakl from Jerome who

had been beaten and talked over jphe telephone with

Doc Yatabgg§ a central Cal JACL leader, who was also
attacked., From all that I gathered, the opposition
seems to center around a young Nisel Buddhist priest

by the name of Kal, a fascist demagogue of the first
order, and the evacuated Hawaiian Nisel. From the
Niseis I met in Jerome, I heard nothing but unfavorable
gossip about these two groups.

As my mother was sick and I came down with a peculiar
allment known as glandular fever, I had occasion to
vigit the clinic and hospital several times. The Japanese




head of the joint (and it is that) is an'old friend of
mine from Fresno., My God, was he bitter! His colleagues
aprarently all share his disillusionment and their work
reflects their dlssatisfaction. I never saw such &a
bunch of unsocial-minded medicos. They've got a simply
stupid clinic system that calls for a fever-stricgken
patlient standing in line for at least an hour pusging and
shoving before he's finally allowed to sit down and wait
for his name to be called., There is no dietician for
hospital patients =-- the doctors refuse to make house
calls regardless of the circumstances. What a pity I'm
not there, I'd sure start a people's movement agalnst
those Jap satellites of the AMA.

One thing that amused me very much was the admission
on the part of the issei that the i1dyll of myth that
the Japanese possessed greater virtues of character
than any other race was now no more, Most of them
expressed the profoundest disgust with the petty .
meaness, the backbiting, the dihonesty, selfishness,
and egotism of their fellow teikokujin. My parents
both agreed-with the greatest sincerity that chgracter
wag not to be considered as the sole possession of
any one race -- that there are no racial lines where
personal virtues are concerned. Fancy that -- in the
face of Jap. propaganda too.

In the two-weeks that we've been here -- I should say
Mich instead of we -- all kinds of interesting people
have crossed our path. In Chicago we met only Quakers.
The Friends are very nice, but I can't go a steady dlet
of them particularly in these times when thelir war
philosophy is so uniformly the same -~ those we met
anyway.

What did you say the name of the restaurant owner 1n
Cleveland was -- the one you knew? I hear there were
a couple of Japanese places that closed down. Maybe
he was operating one of them.

Let us know the latest dope on your plans, Tomi. OSorry,
we couldn't get some chzese for you before rationing
messed things up, but is there anything else we can get?

Write us

(ot M
o




April 28, 1943

Dear Dorothy:

If I'm not mistaken I haven't written to you since your visit to
Poston last Nov. You can observe fromt he postmark that we are not
in Poston but in Cleveland. We left the project on Mar. 16 after a
short visit to Gila:in order to see Charlie, for Chicago where we
spent three weeks before coming to Cleveland. We decided to leave
the center because we felt that with the new WRA pollicy of relocation
in effect, we could do a better job on behalf of the group on the
outside, tho we maybe mistaken.

You may have heard that I am employed by the Baptist Home Mission
Spciety as an employment officer. My boss John Thomas tells me that
your reference letter was a pip and many thanks for it., We first
thought that working for a church organization might eramp out style
but to date our relations have been very cordial and not in the least
bit strained. The church people that we've meet so far have been
good liberals who have an intelligent understanding of the problem.
Maybe we have been fortunate?

At the present time Anne is not working but will probably work
with me on the social contact aspect of the program., We are trying
to locate a site for a hostel here in Cleveland similar to that which
the Friends have established in Chicago. We ®pent three weeks in
Chicago observing the operations of the Friends' office and hostel
before we came to Cleveland. We had hoped to get a hostel set for
operation kx here by May 1, but I rather doubt now whether we can
be ready by then.

Locating employment for the nisei is like ghooting fish in a
barrel. There are plenty of good jobs to be had both in Chi cago
and in Cleveland, but the bottleneck in the relocation program is
housing. The housing shortage here is terrific, apts and houses
are not to be had, and the racial problem doesn't help either.

The housing problem is not as acute in Chicago as it is here and

in Detroit since it has more apt dwellings, but it's bad enough.

We have been trying to create housing by asking people who have

large homes to make rooms available but it's a tough proposition.
Another and probably the most important problem in the relocation

program is the adjustment of the nisei to the community. We may

decry the establishment of a Jap center but we almost need zm=

X® some center where they can come during the initial stages of this

resettlement program. liost of the kids who have come to Chicago

or Cleveland are pretty lonely and unhappy. They haven't the

initiative to mix in with loecal groups and organizations and someone

or some organization must tend to this problem if the relocation

program is going to be sucessful. At this stage of the game I just

can't see a issei relocated out here, they would be miserable.

As mm soon as we get a hastel established here Anne and I are
going to make a trip to Washington and New York and while in Washing-
ton we hope to see the President. It may sound far fetched but we
think we have a chance, Keep your fingers crossed. After the trip
to Washington we plan to take a running trip to ikxExzErxerx some of
the centers and try to give the residents a picture of the midwest-
employment opportunities, housing, gommunity sentiment, discrimina-
tion ete. To date only caucasians have gone to the centers %o

present the picture and we think that a fellow evacuee might carry a
little more weight.

I would like to hear of your plans for your midwest conference,
Regards to W.T. fich and Anne
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MICHIO EU'N'I'._I‘ANI.
August 9, 1943

Dear Tamies

Well, my friend I hope you carry out mm your plans to leave
the reservation pretty damm quick. &s far as I can see there isn't
very much that you can do on the project with everything against
you. Once you're out you sense the fubtility of working in the
project and the wholly negative aspect of center life is brought
into sharp focus.

I've been in “leveland some four months now working with the
nisei and I tell you for my part the less I have to do xk with
them the better. It's difficult enough to soften the community
to accept and understand the evacuees but wkesmxysm trying to
get the nisei to seek new non-nisei friends and interests
and to help them adopt liberal attitudes towards other minority
groups, unions etc. is & headache. Our approach to the community
has been to present the evacuees as dmericans but actually the
nisei are foreigners. They act like a bunch of foreigners.
I've never met such an uninteresting group of people in my life
as the nisei. It's no lielill

How's everything on the reservation what with segregation, heat
dust ete,? I wish that I could send you some of the beautiful
weather that we have here. The cool lake breezes =------all right
I811 stope I understend Head is going to throw in the sponge
pretty darmm quick and Gelvin doesn't want to pick it up. Altho
Hegd has made statements to the contrary in the Chronicle he is
waiting for & commission from the armye. The project employment
division in Washington is more or less abolished and I believe
that the reorganization is going to have some effect in the
setup of the employment division in the center. Davis lMcEntire
has resigned as chief of project employment and is mow with the
research staff of the Commenwealth Club of Sen Francisco.

Apme is resigning her position with WRA this week to go with
the Consumers League of America and I plen to go with some
government agency or somm war plant as soon as I got mly clearences,
I believe that you asked whether Cleveland would be a good place to
resettle? I think that ymwkidxdiim New York or Washington
is more to your tastes than Cleveland. As far as Chicago is
concerned there're too many Japs roaming eround the streets
these deys. New York is the only place where you cen find any=-
thing half decent as far as housing is concermned.




Enclosed you'll find our first payment towards our long
neglected loan. We had hoped to pay back everything by three
months but our expenses have been pretty high to date. At the
end of this month I'11l send another $25.

Let's heargfrom you soon and if there's enything we can
do to make your¥few months in FPoston a little more bearable
please do not hesitate to ask. Tell that guy Jim to get off
his ass and come oute.

Hello to all our friends
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Septs. 8, 1943

Tgmie:

Everytime I address a lebtter to someone in Poston I get an urge
to go back for a visite. OSince I left the reservation I have been
following very closely the activities of the various centers through
their papers, official notices etoc. and after talking %o hundreds of
kids I must conclude that Posbton was probably the most interesting of
all the centers. So what?

About two weeks ago I heard that Ned was going to Washington
to take over Embree's assistant's position and yesterday I received
o note from Ted Haas stating thet Med was slated to take Embree's
jobe What's the dope? I understand that Embree is going %o De
kept on as a consultant and that his fulltime job will be at the
Unive of Chicago teaching the AMGOT boys. Ted also tells me that
Zimmermen snd Balderston might be called by the army if they pass
their physicale I thought both of them were CeOes. If Zimmerman
ig taken it will be interesting to see who Wade Head appoints as
chief of employment. lMethinks that he will not appoint anyone.

What's new besides the heat? Last week I ran into a fellow
whom I met at Tenforan who =ym says he knows you well. Rev. llas
Wakei. Do you remember him? He tells me that you're both from
the same village. Mas is working in Chicage for the Congregational
Union in the capacity of counselor for the evacuees in Chi.
It was quite a suprise to hear that Jim P to Savage. Has he
left yet? A few days ago I met one of the former Doho boys who
is teaclhing at the Univ. of Michigan and he teljﬁw that tney're
spreading the "sospel" around quite effectively both at Boulder
and at Savage.

We should
Give our best to our friends and pass the
Thenks a million.

Have any of your plans changed since you last wrote?

like to hear from you.
enclosed check to Beth.




