
UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

FIELD SERVICE 

Sept. 2, 1942 

Dear Morton: 
I received your letter yesterday and I have written to Larr y 

Tajiri Informing him of your arrival. Larry is to my mind the most 
competent nisei whom you can contact on any aspect of Japan ese life 
on the pacific coast. Since he has been in New York he can pr obably 
give you a list of people whom you can contact in the east. Larry 
is one of those rare individuals in nisei progressive circl es who 
has the respect and admiration of the commrades, liberals and the 
JACL. I know that you'll get along swell. 

As for your other queries I suggest that you contact if pos sible 
the following in Washington: John Collier, Nat. Director o f Indian 
Affairs — a great man, Pearl Buck, Eisenhower of course, Ro bert 
K.Lamb,staff director of Tolan Committee, John Provinse, a swell guy 
and at the moment I can't think of any more, but the above peop le 
and Larry can give you some more dope. By the way see if you ca n 
contact sentors Downey and Johnson. 

I haven't written to Dorthy as yet because we aren't settl ed. 
We're going to move to another apt. and everything is in diso rder. ' 
Please;  have Anne and me remembered to her and tell her that we 
w i H write to her as soon as possible. 

We ve been here thr ee weeks now and in spite of the heat , dust 
and the lousy food we k like it here. The administration is tops, 
too godamn good & for the Japs. I believe we have the best m en of 
any of the relocation centers and this is due to the work of John 
Collier. I believe Daethy knows him quite well. 

Well lots of luck on your trip. Would like to hear from you 
as soon and often as possible. Try and get me a se4 of the Tol an 
Committee hearings if you have time. 

Mich 
11-6B 
Poston, Ariz. 
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Dear Dorothy: 

Time after time the inner man keeps saying: you should, you must, you 

ought to, you owe it to a friend, it's your duty and respons ibility, yea—I shall, 

I will, I must, damit write  1  I could start off by assuming a bureaucratic air 

and say: dear Dr. Thomas—this is to acknowledge your letter of such and such 

date—delay—due to—pressure of government etc. etc. or feig n a mercantile manner 

and say: dear Dr. Thomas I am sorry but delay due to gigan tic "battle of 

production" etc., etc., but I shall simply say Dear Doroth y, you will have to 

attribute the procrastination to the frailty of the human so ul desiccating in 

the Arizona heat—you're right—the soul of a heel. 

After being in Poston for nearly two months I have picked up plenty of 

dope about the policies and personalities of the  Y'IRA, the staff here and the 

Indian Service. Other than that I don't give a damn  I  I don't know what's come 

over me lately but perhaps a little introspection will asc ribe my sullen and 

saturnine attitudes to general frustration or perhaps t o a New York cut and 

a bottle of beer. Anno and I are well but not too happy even i n spite of the 

fact that we have a good administration. We survived the s ummer heat and dust 

with not too much difficulty. The afternoons are still qu ite warm but the mornings 

and evenings are wonderful. 

Housing rates a C- mark and the food D. We're overcrowded i n camp I 

but not in II or III. I believe the barracks are of the same size as the ones 

in Tule and they are divided into four apartments. The army engineers evidently 

have a one track mind and they never thought to build smalle r apartments for 

small families and couples until it was brought to their a ttention. As a result 

we have no small apartments in camp I and we find in many cases two or three 

families occupying one apartment. In the other two cam ps the engineers divided 

the two barracks in each block into eight instead of the stan dard four. Fortunately 

we occupy a large apartment but eventually we'll have to mo ve when they partition 

off the smaller apartments—just when no one knows. The barra cks have a double 
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The barracks have a double roof to fight off the heat, but n o double floors, 

ceilings or plaster board walls and as yet the stoves haven 't arrived. To battle 

the heat and dust the staff and hospital quarters are furnis hed coolers, but not 

the residents. Some of the residents who have some money  left lay dowi from 

$70-$125 to buy a cooler and some of the others get togethe r a makeshift one. 

The more cooperative blocks have got together and purchase d one or two coolers 

for their mess halls. It's really hell trying to stuff do wn lousy food while 

you perspire. Vie just came at the end of the period of inten se heat and high 

winds but for the first week we couldn't do anything beca use it was so warm. 

Never before did I wake up in the morning with perspiration ar ound my neck. It's 

an experience and it makes you appreciate the conditions u nder which the men are 

fighting in North Africa. 

The food stinks  I  At least in our block. Some of the other blocks have 

better food but generally the food is bad, both in quantity a nd quality. 

The only place where the food is half decent is at the coo king school. The 

resident white collar workers have the privilege of eating t heir lunches there. 

The terrible food situation can be charged up to heat and l ack of transportation. 

For the past two weeks we've had weiners and bologna three  times a day. Special 

food for diabetics and babies is lacking although the patien ts in the hospital 

are fed well. Due to the bad food and heat the canteen grosse d close to a 

$100,000 for the month of September and while I'm on the sub ject of money I 

might add that approximately $18,000 per week in money orders are sold—now 

that's not counting the personal, cashier's and travelers * checks which go out. 

All in all we figured out that a quarter of a million dollars  was being 

circulated during a month in the whole of Poston. 

The schools got under way today with 5500 students enrolled  in classes. 

For the elementary and secondary students there are 75-80 Caucasian and 

80 Nisei teachers. In addition 800 kids will enroll in the p re-school program 

and on top of that 200 students will enroll in the seminars. If we take into 

account all of the other miscellaneous classes, like sewi ng, poetry, music, art 
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and craft,basic English, etc. approximately 8000 resid ents will be receiving 

some kind of instruction—that's something new in America. Anne is teaching 

Ekiglish and social studies to high school seniors. The s chool buildings are not 

built (and will not be until next September—they hope.) It is proposed that 

the building be made from adobe, so the adobe project has so me priority. The 

recreation halls are being used for the class rooms and the y are partitioned 

off into three parts. 

Have you seen the proposed ciriculum for the relocation cen ters which was 

worked out by the Stanford ed. dept? It's a lulu. Profe ssor Paul Hanna who 

supervised the program seems to be a swell guy. He was down h ere for a couple 

of days last month and talked to the teachers. I might add th at the teacher 

training program conducted here was excellent. You migh t look up Hubert 

Armstrong who is a research man for the Oakland schools. He gave a course in ed. 

psych, here and he can give you plenty of dope. We told him to get in touch with 

you as soon as possible. If the program for the secondary sc hools is a lulu 

the proposed ciriculum for the adult program is a whiz ba ng. We're very fortunate 

in having a staff here composed of seven or eight  Ph.D. 1 s  and several men in 

specialized fields. The core program for the seminars is  the course in the great 

books. This ciriculum was worked out by a young classic ist by the name of 

Wilburn who is the assistant dean of St. Johns College (on e of those progressive 

schools). He was financed to the extent of $1,000 by the Friends to come here 

and work out a program and that he did with the aid of John P owell. I will send 

the program under separate cover. I don't think the kids w ill get much out of 

the philisophical seminars because many of them cannot con tribute anything. 

Around the course in the great books there will be additi onal courses in soil 

science, plant pathology, business law, public adminis tration, anthropology 

and sociology,  a special seminar around the Tolan committee findings and 
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and possibly a course in Japanese history will be given» 

I don*t know -whether you've heard of John Powell but gal they don't come 

any better» He was formerly with the Meikeljohn school in S an Francosco 

and before that with the Meikeljohn experimental college  in Wisconsin. He's 

essentially a philosopher—pragmatist—and probably the o nly man on 

the staff who has the confidence and respect of the staff an d residents, J,P. 

is the assistant director of community welfare and recre ation and I am acting as 

assistant until I get into vocational guidance work. I co uld go on and on and 

tell you about Poston but since you're coming here I'd rath er tell you then. 

One more word—Dr. Leighton and his work. 

I was introduced to Leighton by Collier on the first day I wa s here and 

during the whole course of the conversation which lasted a bout ten minutes he 

uttered about five words. When I spoke to him again with Pr ovinse—this time 

the conversation lasted ten minutes Leighton uttered ten  words. I couldn't 

figure him out but lately he's broken down and speaks very fr eely and I found 

out that he was a swell guy—plenty interesting. I hear the whole staff approached 

him with caution because he was a navy man and he likewise.  I found out that he 

knows Margaret Lantis—came back from Alaska with her and that Margaret is slated 

to come here for two or three months next spring. Leight on was sent here by 

Collier and here's how it happened. Leighton has a M.D. in phy chiatry from 

Johns Hopkins and has done some work with the Indians. Just b efore he came here 

he was drafted by the Navy (he was in the naval reserve) and sent to Pensacola. 

Collier knew him since he did some work with the Indians a nd had the ̂ 'avy release 

him for sociological work in Poston. The funny thing is that h e still draws 

his pay check from the Navy. 

He has a staff of about 20-25 kids in the three camps. With hi m on the 

staff is Spicer a Ph.D. in anthro. from the University  of Arizona—was a Guggie 

in Mexico before the war broke out and Taraie. I believe the staff is going to 
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receive credit from the University of Chicago for the work they do. Kenny Murase 

was working for him until today. Tonight he leaves for sc hool in Philadelphia. 

In contrast to your work Leighton plans to use his material to improve the 

conditions of the center. The calibre of the kids workin g for him is not as high 

as the kids working for you. He has one or two artists wo rking for him depicting 

arid 
life in pencil sketches with captions/descriptions. 

The calibre of the administrative staff here is beyond rep roach. I believe 

it is the best of any of the centers. You might be interest ed to know that we 

have a caucasian personnel of close to 400 including the teachers. We seem to 

have plenty of engineers and two-bit clerks roaming aroun d here. Blasidell 

came here two weeks ago and got a pretty rough going-over by the staff when he 

tried to tell them something about education. The staff is open-minded but they 

can make it pretty uneasy for you if you treat them like a bunch of people with 

hayseeds in their hair. Some of the guys here are pretty sop histicated. There 

seems to be a conflict of policy betweenthe men of the Ind ian Service and the 

regional WRA office as to the role of Poston in wartime A merica but it is hushed 

up. The conflict was almost brought to a head on the problem o f temporary 

furloughs. The VJRA seems to be pressured by Washington an d it is conscious 

itself" of the man(power shortage on the outside and therefo re recruiting of harvest 

labor is emphasized, whereas the Indian Service people ha ve a tendency to 

forget the outside and concentrate on building a model com munity in Poston. 

I believe that this conflict exists within the WRA itself b etween the agricultural 

department and the employment department. 

It seems that the residents and the staff aren't consciou s of the fact that 

America is in a hellava mess. They're too isolated both in m ind and body and 

faced with a maze of internal problems that they lose a pro per perspective 

of the whole relocation program. I've been advocating to th e staff members 

that anyone i*ho has anything to do w ith the morale in Pos ton get out of h«re 
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fQr a couple of days every other weeks and go on a bender. Sinc e the radio 

reception is bad I've been desperately trying to keep up wi th the world via 

two-day-old Chronicles and the New Republic and the New Y orker. All of the 

regional officials who have visited the other centers tell m e that the morale 

here is the lowest of all the centers. This is probably d ue to the heat, dust 

and lousy food. About 88 per cent of the people are rural mi nded and progressi 

are scarce as hen's teeth as it is with leadership materia l.  Yie have plenty 

of freedom, probably more than at any of the other centers.  We can go to the 

other camps any time we can get the transportation. We hav e been to the 

Colorado river two or three times for a swim. 

I heard that you had planned to visit Poston around the late r part of this 

month. I don't know how you plan to come but if you come via 

train from Los Angeles take a sleeper because the ride fro m L.A. to Poston is 

holy hell and the train is always four or five hours late. I h ope to have 

the article on Tanforan ready "by the time you get here. Reg ards to W.I. Love 

from Anne. 

a 
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Bear Dorthy: 
Sere*s another letter, "but not too soon. It was good to he ar from 

you ancl we 1 re glad to hear that ^.1, will accompany you on your tr i p— 
weTll "be expecting you. Kenny Murase left for Philadelphia a bout three 
week§ ago expecting to enroll at Haverford college, "but  enrolled at 
Temple when he discovered that Haverford didn't have a school of 
sociology. He's planning to get married --to  whom,  he wouldn't say. I 
hear that Lucy Adams invited you to participate in the regional meet-
ings now being held on adult education and recreation. As $ Adams to 
let you see the article which  A nne wrote on the Japanese. I sent it 
up to hers: about a week ago. 

Sollie, but agent klmx25p no ketchum much on q.t. dope. irs t of 
all I don't see why you ever thought of competing with Le ighton  -  — 
from what I can observe you haven't much competition. Leig hton ;just 
returned from a two week trip to Washington, the primary pu rpose of 
which was to clarify the position of the bureau. I don 't know whether 
you know this or not, but Leighton*s primary purpose in co ming here 
was and is to groom himseli for a colonial administrato r's position 
after the war, and the Eavy throught it was fertile te rritory so it 
readily assented when Collier asked for him. As I said b efore he still 
draws his check from the Navy. As to the position £ of the bure au, 
here's the dope: all of the stuff which his assistants dig up (which 
isn't much) is his own and Collier and the llavy haven't a ny claim on 
it. Kinda funny if you ask me. One of the reasons why Lei ghton's 
work isn't going to well is that the residents are suspic ious of his 
naval connections. 

As to how extensive his research is I can't say because, a s yet, 
he hasn't accomplished much. His assistants are a bunch of dopes--
so says Tamie.  D o far the bureau hasn't done much officially to 
improve social conditions. S: Tamie tells me that the b ureau so far 
has only on two occasions sent Wade Head a memo on recommen dations, 
although Leighton himself may contribute something durin g the staff 
conferences. I believe that Tamie is admitted to the confer ences. 
Leighton has distributed the field work among his assist ants so that 
one man covers food, another housing and another politics etc. From 
the reports that I get I hear that the assistants aren't t oo imagina-
tive or ̂ resourceful. $hey don't know when they've got so mething goo&. 
Harvest employment plus kids going out  fcfc  school have hit the staff 
quite a bit and now tha staff consists of about 10 assistants . 
Leighton has started some seminar courses in anthro using Benedict's 
"Patterns of  G ulture". He has arranged with the Univ. of  u hicago 
Bxtention division to give his assistants credit for their v.ork --
approx. 12 units a year. 

While he was in ZatefcHgtEOi Washington Leighton was  trying to obtain 
the services of another anthropologist and two sociologi sts. This 
didn't 3ell because although the WRA was willingjthe Ind ian Service 
didn't want to meet half of the expenses. ' r he anthropologist was to 
be a woman from harvard. Before Mrs. Spicer left last we ek to do a 
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Dr. Spicer is a young husky, soft spoken chap of  at out  35. He was a 
^uggie doing some work in Mexico "before the war broke o ut. H e received 

i 11- •  i n a n i h r o f r o m  the Univ. of Ariz. A Quaker and by the way a 
swell fellow. H e

T s been detailed here by the Indian Service for the 
at 30S° p e r *  t 0 a s s l s t  eighton. Tamie was also slated to 

get 3000, but wade Head put his foot down because she was t echincally 
an evacuee. ^he Ts fed-up with the set-up here and has been contem-
plating leaving at the first good opportunity she gets. I h ear that 
Spicer is also fed up. 

1 should keep a carbon of my letters since I don't remember w hat 
I ve already said to my friends. Well, if I repeat anything yo ufll 
know that it s still occupying my mind. At Poston we have a situation 
which is not common to the other center since we are under th e .juris-
diction the Indian Service. Here we have an old agency wit h' 
established policies operating under policies formulated by a new 
emergency agency, and there is conflict.  x he conflict is fundamental. 
The ViTRA (pressured by Washington and conscious of t he war and the h 
shortage of labor) would like to relocate the people as soo n a^ possi-
ble whereas the Indian Service would like to  see""  the evacuees stay 
and build a model community j  out of Poston. This conflict is being 
carried on backstage and it s interesting to sri-rEc sing*  observe the 
fight. 

The'win the war"side is headed by Ted HaGs who is the atto rney 
and Yernon Kennedy, chief of ^ployment. The Indian Ser vice side  '  is 
lead by Head, Evans.  u hepherd etc. Sass is now up in S.3?. --you 
ought to look him up. H e

T s typical of the Hew York intellectual 
Jewish gnrap lawyers group. Kennedy had been formerly asso ciated with 
the Calif. Labor Commissioner s office operating out of  s acramento 
and S.f. I heard that Me Entire brought him into the W RA picture. 
Kennedy s here on a loan. He's on Minnidoka's payroll and would like 
to stay here if he didn't have to se join up with the Ind ian Service. 
He's afraid that if he opens his mouth too much that they co uld send k 
him off to the Apaches or something. H a ss is up in S.F. to see if 
¿ennedy can stay here and stay with the OEM. The only member of the 
staff here who is not on the Indian Service payroll is the press  ZE 
relations man, Horris  J ames a dope. 

We have another crowd down here from Hawaii. his group has n't 
any official backing so it is (n t very important outside of Poston. 
This group consists of Hell Hndley, chief of community ser vices, k 
who draws down 5600 fnot worth  2500 if you as$ me), Miles Cary, 
Director of Education at 4600 and the two high school pri ncipalsand 
their stooges who also hail from the land of the pineap ple. This 
gal ^indley is a card. She held an important social welfa re 
position in Hawaii and was i4io assocaiated with the USO b efore coming 
here. She majestically glides her large frame in and out a nd possesses 
a very regal manner. I heard that when Tamie came in from  Santa Anita 
she nearly crushed her and wrapped some old leis around h er. that's 
just typical of her. All of tho or nearly all of the Caucas ians who 
come from Hawaii have a tendency to draw the color line mor e sharply 
than do the others. Most o f the evacuees don't notice it a nd they 
all eat up the gushy stuff ^Ee/iands out. A good gal though . You'll 
probably meet her up there since she went to x. participat e in the 
conferences. 

Well when do you expedt to come? We like to know because we want  x 

to make plans to accompany you to G (¿T^J 



for a visit if possible. Tamie would also like to go. 
I've got lots of things on my mind, "but I'll wait to unloa d them 

;vhen you come. Hpoe to see you soon, Regards from Anne. 

Mich 

X * 



Friday, March 26 ^ ^ ^ 

Dear Tami: 

As I look out through the windows facing me and see the 
people hurrying through the streets huddled in their over- . 
coats and watch the street cars which go by every two or 
tnree minutes I'm reminded very much of the areas surround-
ing Japanese town in San Francisco. As a matter of fact, 
a good deal of Chicago, superficially, is very reminiscent 
of Herb Caen's Bagdad(sp?)  By the Sea — the old, grayed 
builaings, downtown shops, the climate, particularly du r-

i?!^, 1™0 o r t h r e e d a 7 3 '  B u t  Chicago has none of 
the Trie City's suave cosmopolitanism, its compactnes s, its 
charm -- nothing to attract the bon vivant. 'in Spite of 
these drawbacks, its appalling city government, and i ts 
tilth, I will say that in these tense times, it's quite a 
haven for the Nisei. The people, generally, are very frie nd-
ly and jobs are to be had for the asking. The Friends Se r-
vice Committee has a long list of job offers, but some of 

h a v e  gotten swell jobs on their own hook. One 
young Kid from Seattle landed a machinist's job at one of 
the defense plants through the USES. The Pahfnt is so 
pleased with him that they're sending him to school at 
its own expense. 

The only fly in the ointment is housing. The industrial 
boom has created even a greater shortage of family dwell -
ings than in the Bay Area, I imagine. Single rooms aren't 
so nard to find, but apartments are well-nigh^ impossibl e. 
I hear the same situation exists in Cleveland — a nice 
prospect. 

Ve're staying, for the moment, at the hostel operated on a 
cooperative basis h$ he American Friends Service Commit tee, 
m e com. has taken over a very nice house owned by a 
Domestic Arts School and charges the employed  ill. 50 per 
day for room and board -- the "unemployed $1.00.' The^ pl ace 
is nice but too many Japs to suit us. 

Mich has been going down to the office every day, and I'v e 
been dividing my td>«H between the shops and the hoste l. 
Last Tuesday Dr. Smbree invited us to lunch and we made t he 
hour s trip from town to his office in the old Rosenwald 
mansion. It s  q  delightfully peaceful atmosphere in which 
t 0  ™o r K  They have two Japanese girls working as se-
cretaries. He wants Mich to talk at an IPR meeting to be 
r i sometime month, but we found out last nisiht when 
John Thomas, Mich's boss, came to town that we'll be le av-
1?S4.C 0f  S r  L ° U l S s o m e t i m e next - week. Mich is quite s;lad 
of that since he doesn't care for Chicago at all. We 'un-
derstand before long we'll be given a trip to Washington, 
D.C., and to New York. Just what Mich h a s been looking for. 









April 20, 1943 

Dear Tomi: 

At last we're here in Cleveland, our home for some time 
to come. The town isn't very it rge, reminds you some-
what of Oakland, but it's liberal, thank God 1. The 
community is well-organized, its attitude on questions 
of race and labor much better than most cities of com-
parable size. Chicago is much more interesting from 
a physical point of view, but I'm glad our job assign-
ment turned out to be Cleveland. 

Fumi Kobayashi tells me you're planning to leave as 
soon after the conference in Salt Lake as possible* 
How's about coming here? Start out as a secretary 
in someone's office and look around for a chance to 
do the kind of work you're trained to do. Since you're 
anxious to live alone, you won't have nearly the diffi-
culty that those of us looking for good sized apartments 
will have. In case you haven't guessed already, the 
job situation is better here than in Chicago, but the 
housing is much worse. 

The fellows have found a swell site for their hostel --
a frat house on the WRU campus. It comes furnished 
with dishes, linen, grand piano and what have you. 
We hope to take it over lock, stock, and barrel very 
soon. 

As you may be hearing from some of the kids I've written 
I visited Jerome for about a week after leaving 

Chic ago. It's a nice center as such fktotM' go with 
first rate facilities, but oh G-od! is it depressing. 
After three wefeks of freedom, the purposelessness (wha t 
a word!) of the place struck me keenly. I was torn 
between wanting to visit longer with my family and 
running away from the oporessive atmosphere of the 
cen er. As you've undoubtedly heard? they had quite 
a rumpus over their registration. The day before I 
left Chicago, I met a Rev. Yamazaki from Jerome who 
had been beaten and talked over jshe telephone with 
Doc Yatab&^ a central Cal JACL leader, who was also 
attacked. From all that I gathered t the opposition 
seems to center around a young Nisei Buddhist priest 
by the name of Kai, a fascist demagogue of the first 
order, and the evacuated Hawaiian Nisei. From the 
Niseis I met in Jerome, I heard nothing but unfavorable 
gossip about these two groups. 

As my mother was sick and I came down with a peculiar 
ailment known as glandulär fever, I had occasion to 
visit- the clinic and hospital several times. The Japane 
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head, of the joint (and it is that) is an old friend of 
mine from Fresno. My God, was he bitterI His colleagues 
apparently all share his disillusionment and their work 
reflects their dissatisfaction. I never saw such a 
hunch of unsocial-minded medicos. They've got a simply 
stupid clinic system that calls for a fever-stricken 
patient standing in line for at le ast an hour pu^ng an d 
ahoving "before he's finally allowed to sit down and wait 
for his name to be called. There is no dietician for 
hospital patients — the doctors refuse to make house 
calls regardless of the circumstances. What a pity I'm 
not there. I'd sure start a people's movement against 
those Jap satellites of the AMA. 

One thing that amused me very much was the admission 
on the part of the issei that the idyll  ot myth that 
the Japanese possessed greater virtues of character 
than any other race was now no more. Most of them 
expressed the profoundest disgust with the petty 
meaness, the backbiting, the dihonesty, selfishness, 
and egotism of their fellow teikokujin. My parents 
both agreed #ith the greatest sincerity that charact er 
was not to be considered as the sole possession of 
any one race -- that there are no racial lines where 
personal virtues are concerned. Fancy that -- in the 
face of Jap. propaganda too. 

In the two-weeks chat we've been here -- I should say 
Mich instead of we -- all kinds of interesting people 
have crossed our path. In Chicago we met only Quakers. 
The Friends are very nice, but I can't go a steady diet 
of them particularly in these times when their war 
philosophy is so uniformly the same -- those we met 
anyway. 

What did you say the name of the restaurant owner in 
Cleveland was — the one you knew? I hear there were 
a couple of Japanese places that closed down. Maybe 
he was operating one of them. 

Let us know the latest dope on your plans, Tomi. Sorry, 
we couldn't get some chaese for you before rationing 
messed things up, but is there anything else we can get? 
Write us 
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Dear Dorothy: 

If I'm not mistaken I haven't written to you since your v isit to 
Poston last Nov. You can observe fromt he postmark that w e are not 
in Poston but in Cleveland. We left the project on Mar. 16 a fter a 
short visit to Gila-in order to see Charlie, for Chicago w here we 
spent three weeks before coming to Cleveland. We decide d to leave 
the center because we felt that with the new WRA policy of r elocation 
in effect, we could do a better job on behalf of the group on the 
outside, tho we maybe mistaken. 

You may have heard that I am employed by the Baptist Home M ission 
Society as an employment officer. My boss John Thoma s tells me that 
your reference letter was a pip and many thanks for it. We f irst 
thought that working for a church organization might cramp out style 
but to date our relations have been very cordial and not i n the least 
bit strained. The church people that we've meet so far hav e been 
good liberals who have an intelligent understanding of the problem. 
Maybe we have been fortunate? 

At the present time Anne is not working but will probably work 
with me on the social contact aspect of the program. We are trying 
to locate a site for a hostel here in Cleveland similar to tha t" which 
the Friends have established in Chicago. We spent three w eeks in 
Chicago observing the operations of the Friends' office a nd hostel 
before we came to Cleveland. We had honed to get a hos tel set for 
operation fey here by May 1, but I rather doubt now whether w e can 
be ready by then. 

Locating employment for the nisei is like shooting fish i n a 
barrel. There are plenty of good jobs to be had both in Chica go 
and in Cleveland, but the bottleneck in the relocation program is 
housing. The housing shortage here is terrific, apts and houses 
are not to be had, and the racial problem doesn't help either. 
The housing problem is not as acute in Chicago as it is her e and 
in Detroit since it has more apt dwellings, but it's bad en ough. 
We have been trying to create housing by asking people who  have 
large homes to make rooms available but it's a^tough proposi tion. 

Another and probably the most important problem in the r elocation 
program is the adjustment of the nisei to the community. We may 
decry the establishment of a Jap center but we almost ne ed BHK 
xa some center where they can come during the initial st ages of this 
resettlement program. Most of the kids who have come to Ch icago 
or Cleveland are pretty lonely and unhappy. They haven't the 
initiative to mix in with local groups and organizations and someone 
or some organization must tend to this problem if the relo cation 
program is going to be sucessful. At this stage of the game I ju st 
can t see a issei relocated out here, they would be miserab le. 

As H& soon as we get a hastel established here Anne and I a re 
going to make a trip to Washington and New York and while in W ashing-
ton we hope to see the President. It may sound far fetched but we 
think we have a chance. Keep your fingers crossed. After t he trip 
to Washington we plan to take a running trip to ftzsxKKHiKKx some of 
t-ne centers and try to give -  the residents a picture of the midwest-
employment opportunities, housing, community sentime nt, discrimina-
tion etc. To date only Caucasians have gone to the center s £0 
present the picture and we think that a fellow evacuee migh t carrv a 
little more weight.  J 

Regards**  to W ^ ^ **** ° f 7 ° U r P l a n S f ° r m i d w e s t  conference. 
Mich and Anne 



COMMITTEE FOR THE RESETTLEMENT OF AMERICANS 

OF JAPANESE DESCENT 

Mr. George Trundle, Chairman 
Trundle Engineering Co., 
Mr. John Love 
Cleveland Press 
Mr. O. M. Walton 
Cleveland Church Federation 
Dr. Everett M. Baker 
First Unitarian Church 
Mr. Robert Schmalz 
Jewish Family Service Association 
Mr. Eugene Freedheim 
Jewish Family Service Association 
Mrs. Daniel E. Morgan 
Mr. John Theban 
Institute of Family Service 
Mr. G. F. Basinger 
U. S. E. S. 
Dr. Grace Coyle 
Western Reserve University 
Mr. Eugene T. Lies 
Occupational Planning Committee 
Mr. Henry Zucker 
Welfare Federation 
Dr. D. R. Sharpe 
Cleveland Baptist Association 
Mrs. Olive Banister 
Miss Catherine Cronin 
Travelers Aid Society 
Dean Francis R. Bacon 
Western Reserve University 
Mr. A. J. Davey, Jr. 
Editor, The Cleveland Citizen 
Miss Grace Mayette 
League for Human Rights 
Brigadier Wm. Spatig 
Salvation Army 
Rev. V. A. Peterson 
St. James Episcopal Church 
Miss Elizabeth Magee 
Consumers League of Ohio 
Mrs. Frank J. Lausche 
Mr. Ray Livingston 
Thompson Products Co. 
Dr. C. V. Thomas 
Y. M. C. A. 
Mr. John Stewart 
Y. M. C. A. 
Mr. George Washington 
Urban League of Cleveland 
Mrs. Margaret Hawkins 
Cleveland Church Federation 
Mr. Max Franzen 
Mr. Michio Kunitani 
Miss Kathleen McCarty 
Catholic Charities 
Rev. Robert Zearfoss 
Lakewood Baptist Church 
Mr. Elmer Gait 
County Relief Bureau 
Mr. Don Knowlton 
Hill & Knowlton 
Miss Margaret Fergusson, Sec'y 
International Institute, Y.W.C.A. 

HOUSING COMMITTEE 
Mr. O. M. Walton, Chairman 
Mrs. Margaret Hawkins 
Mr. Robert Schmalz 
Rev. Robert Zearfoss 
Miss Kathleen McCarty 
Mr. A. J. Davey, Jr. 

HOSTEL COMMITTEE 
Mrs. Daniel E. Morgan, Chairman 
Dr. D. R. Sharpe 
Dean Francis Bacon 
Mrs. Olive Banister 
Miss Margaret Fergusson 

PUBLICITY 
Don Knowlton 

August 9, 1943 

THE CLEVELAND HOSTEL 
2429 Prospect Avenue 

Cleveland, O. 
CHerry 7241 

MAX FRANZEN, 
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MICHIO KUNITANI, 
Placement Director 

Dear T amies 

Well, my friend. I hope you carry out as your plans to lea ve 
the reservation pretty damn quick. As far as I can see the re isn't 
very much that you can do on the project with everything ag ainst 
you. Once you're out you sense the futility of working in the 
project and the -wholly negative aspect of center life  is brought 
into sharp focus, 

I've been in  c leveland some gour months now working with the 
nisei and I tell you for my part the less I have to do ±k with 
them the better. It's difficult enough to soften the commu nity 
to accept and understand the evacuees but scksHxysH trying to 
get the nisei to seek new non-nisei friends and inter ests 
and to help them adopt liberal attitudes towards other mi nority 
groups, unions etc. is a headache. Our approach to the community 
has been to present the evacuees as Americans but actual ly the 
nisei are foreigners, They act like a bunch of foreigne rs. 
I've never met such an uninteresting group of people in my life 
as the nisei. It's no lie.l11 

How's everything on the reservation what with segregat ion, heat 
dust etc,? I wish that I could send you some of the beautif ul 
weather that we have here.  T he cool lake breezes all right 
1811 stop. I understand Head is going to throw in the sponge 
pretty damn quick and Gelvin doesn't want to pick it up. ^l tho 
Head has made statements to the contrary in the Chronicl e he is 
waiting for a commission from the army. The project emplo yment 
division in Washington is more or less abolished and I bel ieve 
that the reorganization is going to have some effect in the 
setup of the employment division in the center. Davis McE ntire 
has resigned as chief of project employment and is now with the 
research staff of the Commonwealth Club of San Francisc o. 

Anne is resigning her position with WRA this week to go wit h 
the Consumers League of America and I plan to go with som e 
government agency or  sob» war plant as soon as I get mjjr clearences. 
I believe that you asked whether Cleveland would be a good p lace to 
resettle? I think that 5pm*±ixi±kB Mew ^ork or Washingto n 
is more to your tastes than Cleveland. As far as Chica go is 
concerned there're too many «Japs roaming around the streets 
these days. New York is the only place where you can find a ny-
thing half decent as far as housing is concerned. 



Enclosed you'll find our first payment towards our lon g 
neglected loan. We had hoped to pay back everything by three 
months but our expenses have been pretty high to date. At th e 
end of this month I'll send another $25. 

Let's hear̂ -from you soon and if there's anything we can 
do to make your^Tew months in Poston a little more bearabl e 
please do not hesitate to ask. Tell that guy Jim to get off 
his ass and come out. 
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Sept. 8, 1943  Placement Director 

Tpiie: 

Bverytime I address a letter to someone in Poston I get an urg e 
to go back for a visit. Since I left the reservation I have be en 
following very closely the activities of the various cente rs through 
their papers, official notices etc, and after talking to hundreds of 
kids I must conclude that Poston was probably the most int eresting of 
all the centers. So what? 

About two -weeks ago 1 heard that Ned was going to Washington 
to take over Bmbree's assistant's position and yesterday I received 
a note from Ted Haas stating that ¿ed was slated to take Bmbree's 
job. What's the dope? 1 understand that Kmbree is going t o be 
kept on as a consultant and that his fulltime job will be a t the 
Univ. of Chicago teaching the AMGOT boys. Ted also tells me that 
Zimmerman and Balderston might be called by the army if the y pass 
their physical. I thought both of them were C.O.s. If Zimme rman 
is taken it will be interesting to see who Wade Head appoint s as 
chief of employment. Methinks that he will not appoint any one. 

What's new besides the heat? Last weak I ran into a fellow 
whom I met at Tanforan who says he knowsT you well. Rev. Mas 
lakai. ^o you remember him? He tells me that you're both f rom 
the same village, Mas is working in Chicago for the Congreg ational 
Union in the capacity of counselor for the evacuees in Chi. 
It was quite a suprise to hear that Jim to Savage. Has he 
left yet? A few days ago I met one of the former Doho boys wh o 
is teaching at the Univ. of Michigan and he telljme that tney 're 
spreading the "gospel" around quite effectively both at B oulder 
and at Savage, 

Have any of your plans changed since you last wrote? We shoul d 
like to hear from you. Give our best to our friends and pass th e 
enclosed check to Beth. Thanks a million. 


