SEGREGATION

Tamie Tsuchiyama
(Received Aug. 27, 1943)

Introduction

Ever since the much publicized November "incident" a small number
of Poston residents have been advoeating the segregation of about two hundred
"undesirables” to facilitate the smooth-functioning of camp. Also, from time
to time, beginning with the inquiries made by the Senmate Investigation Committee
climaxing with the investigations made by the Dies Committee, the Pacifie
Citizen, the Los Angeles dailies, and the Jepanese papers =-- notably the Utah
Nippo, the Rocky Shimpo, and the Colorado Times -- havecbeen reminding the resi-
ents of a proposed segregation of "disloyal" elements from the relocation centers
but the majority of them lizhtly dismissed these warnings as another propacanda
series and did not consider the matter seriously until Mr. Head i:=sued the

Pollowing statement on July 20, a day before his departure  for the Denver conf

"Tnformation has sn recei ﬁl h ytes that a relocation
4"‘

center will be set or those
indiyviduals whose npathies 1i rith Japan. wish to
emphasize the fact the e ~~reﬁﬂt1*p center will not be a
punishment center. The center at Leupp, Arizona will continue to
be operated as a punishment center.

"Tn accordance with my policy, I shall make an amnouncement

regarding the segregation program as soon as I receive the

somplete segregation plans from Washington."
Head's statement brought home the reality of segregation and the

rumors manufactured overnight began to fly at a terrific pace. “j1d guesses such

as these told in an authoritative tone spread like wildfire throughout the three

"Manzanar people are going to be brourht here since it's to be
the camp.”




"N

Granada is going to be the segregation camp."

e

amilies are going to be separated."”
"The disloyal will be sent to Arkansas."

the Ad to change their No's

"Kibei who returned here after 1930 and who have finished
high school or higher cannot get leave clearance." (To
rive credulity to such a statement they cited the casge .of
a men in bloek 30 who attempted to get a clesrance and
was denied by the Leave office.)

The chief source of worry, however, appeared to be the imminent

closing of Poston. People on the whole were more concerned sbout
status of th as these began to circulate:

"

his camp is goirg to be cleared of Japanese. There
so many Italien prisoners they don't know what to do

them. They are therefore going to bring them to Poston.

To give authoritative tone to such a2 possibility they vari
the following facts:
"Seventy-five Italian prisoners = working near Parker."

"Three hundred Italian prisoners are compounded near Parker."

"Three hundred Italian prisoners are living on the Arizona side
of the Colorado River near this camp.”

"Four ltalian prisomers are in the hospital.”

"The Italian pricsoners were brought here because the climate here
is similar to that of Tunisi
"The Catholic father said that eizhty Italian prisoners are

Al O
working near Farker."

Others gave the following "evidence" for the evacuation of the Japan-

ese from Poston in the immediate Puture:

"President Roosevelt

to his
speech of June 28th)

closed.”
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The manager of blogck 12 inquired: "Who started that rumor?"
was started by a fellow who has been doing a lot of worlk
this project. He told that at a meeting.”
(1)

The manager of 45 interrupted: "You cen't blame just this man for
that kind of rumor. Similar stories a coming in here from the outside. Tfor
instance, the Arizona Fepublic came out with an article recently that those
people who answered negative on the loyalty question and who asked for repstria-

roine to be sent to Tule lLake. It sta 2| that the relocation
camps at Poston, Gile, and lanzenar will be close his a written
a guy by the nsme of Thite who claims he
clzimed that he got the information from

Nelson replied: "I am not blaming this fellow for saying Poston is

to be closed by September first. You say lots of news are coming from other

centers and outside pepers. I krow that." Then turning to Ruth MeKee, historien

for the WRA, who was listening in, he exclaimed: "How about that Arizonea

Republic. That's right down your alley.”

project directors' conference in Nay and several
staff oconferences, but nothing was decided more than that those
people will be placed in some one camp. There wasn't any
discussion thet the camps will be closed. However, when people
=0 out and one thousand or two thousand people are left in this
camp or in other camps, naturally they will be put together
for reasons of economy. But you kmow yourselves how fast people
are leaving. I don't kmow who this man "hite is but I wouldn't
believe everything the papers say. Before coming here I read
that the TRA was supplying each evacuee one gallon of whiskey."

1.
George Kurata, chairmen of the Hospital Committee, visited block 59 about ten
days previously end called a meeting in the messhall to discuss current events.
At that time he claimed that Poston would be closed by September first, As
soon as Nelson heard about it he heiled Kurata into his office and gave him =
thorough verbal lashing. Kurata excused himself saying: "I didn't say that. All
I said was, 'It may be closed by September first.' It's my guess and my guess
is a good as yours." He explained that the answer was given when someone in the
audience ssked: "Do you think this cemp will be closed?” According to Roy
Furuya, executive assistant to the unit administrator, it was finally agreed
between Nelson snd Kurata that the latter will hold snother meeting in block 59
to-clarify his former statement.
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About this time someone who works in the Ad section made type-
written copies of Administrative Instruction No. 100 whiech defines the pro-

3

cedure for segregation and distributed them emong his friends. These gave rise
to nuﬁeroua speculations adding

realizing that numerous changes had to be made in it insur fficient fu
had carefully withheld it from the Poston Chronicle but someone

v

surreptitiously made copies of it to circulate in camp.
time I also heard the rumor that "the most reliable
source confidentially stated thet the whole segregation program had been cancelled
at the project directors' meeting in Denver." Its origin was oredited to someone
it spread to the other two camps.

On July 28 the Poston Chronicle announced that ‘ule Lake had been
selected as the segregation camp. At the block managers' executive committee
meetine held in the morning, the manager of 45 requested verification of the

article from Roy Furuys who was representing the unit administrator at the

meetinz. WPuruya replied casually: "That's right. We knew that for a long time."

2 L]
45 exclaimed indignantly: "What? What do you mean by 'we'?"

Furuys elaborated: "Mr. Head, Mr. Nelson and myself."

45 probed further: "Nelgson knew that?"

Furuys answered calmly: "Yes, Mr. Nelson knew that.”

45 continued asccusingly: "Do you remember that Nelson said yesterday
thet his policy is to let us know everything just as soon as possible? That he
has been telling us all he mew? This mekes him a damn art" There was an
immediate chorus of } 8 ghtl" from the block m=nagers present.

Furuya sensing the rising tide of resentment replied defensively:

i Ha)

Sometime ago Mr, Head called Mr. Nelson and me into his office and said:

netioning
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1T received & notice from Washington that they have selected Tule Lake for
segrecation camp.,' But Mr. Head told us to keep cguiet about it because it
might be changed. So although I lnew about it I couldn't tell you."

45 continued relentlessly: ™"All right! If that's the case why
did Helson sav that he did not mow which ceamg it was to be when I asked him
about it?" 59 added: "He should hs said he wasn't sure. 't he couldn't

it became definite. He lied to us snyway. That sure gripes me."

ny

Furuya attempted to dismiss it 1ightly by saying Yes, but Nelson
is nobody but an Okie. I cal him 'Okie' all the time,"

45 could not be soothed and demanded: "That doesn't excuse him.
Bring Nelson in,"

Then Nelson entered the room a few minutes later 45 jumped to his

feet and burst out accusingly: "You said that no one kmows which camp is %o be

i

selected for the segregation camp. Your policy is to let us know ever ything

just as soon as you find out. Now Roy Furuya here informed us a few minutes

ago that you have known for some time the fact that Tule Lake is to be the center.

There is discrepsncy in these two stetements. And there is some indication

that you hesve known it. TUp to this time we took your word on

believed what you said Now, here is evidence that we might have been deceived

by you. Our confidence in you is shaken. TWe want an explanation from you."
Nelson appeared extremely nervous when 45 was delivering his tirade

1 a
1

and when he cessed replied

defensively: "You people have misunderstood me.

I said that my policy is to inform you everything definite and offieial. ©OSurs,
Vr. Head told me sometime ago that Tule Lake might be the place. He was not
definite snd we were afraid it might be changed again. e thought it best to

keep ouiet until it became definite. If we had told it then neople would hsve become
1 i In




excited and there would have been no end to rumors. If Tule Lake had to be changed
to somewhere else people would have been confused. I will show you that we

weren't sure about Tule Lake by citing an incident. Do you Imow Ray Best: Well, he
is the project director at Leupp. He is a good friend of mine. He was here

about four weeks ago to spend an afternoon with us. ﬁe said, 'Len, I'm going

to be the director of the new segregetion camp.' I replied, 'Yeah? Where is

that roing to be?! He said, ' I don't know yet.' Then I asked: 1'When are you

zoing there?' He answered: 'No one knows.' So you see, even the guy who is to

be the project director of the segregation camp didn't know where it was to be.
"Another thing is this: I don't think it's wise to announce anything

too enrly Before it is definite. At Manzanar they announced it too early and

there was stoppage of work. They figured: 'Hell, if we are going away, why should

we continue work?' That is serious. You realize how seriocus the sto

is. I still repeat that everything definite is to be decided at the Denver

Conference which is going on right now. MIr. Head is coming back with the final

and definite plan. Until then nothing is definite. This morning for instance,

idministrative Instruction No. 100 lay on my desk. I am not announcing it

because we can't work it that way. We want to change it. You see there isn't

any use in announcing something we are plamning to change. There is another
e got a wire that the Gripsholm is to sail again. It said that six

people were arriving here Sunday morning and would stay overnight, Then they

would go to Gila ionday with fifteen people from Poston. At @ila they would

pick up some more and then proceed to New York. I went to see lilss Butler who

charge of that and asked her which fifteen were going. She said

didn't have the 1list and didn't kmow. I figured it

people without Imowing who was going. I thought
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yema.

Then those Menzanar people didn't arrive on Sunday. On Nonday a wire ceme saying
everything had been cancelled. TYou see, that's the way it is."

45 geknowledged Nelson's exy ati the block managers: "We
understand your situation nmow. But == I hate to let you in on this -- but the
psychological setup of the residents now is just the same as that at the time
of evacuation. <There are all kinds of rumors g around. People hear all

there isn't enough official information. They are talking
the closing of eamp. People are worried. They don't know
what to believe because every story is told with convinocing argument. They
naturally come to the block memagers to verify what they have heard. Therefore,
wé must be well-informed to either verify or diseredit any story. I notice
on the part of residents that en indeterminate 'up in the air attitude' is
growing rapidly. Anxiety is increasing. It is getting to be like February and
March of 1942. Onlv, of se Ime > A People were worried
because they didn't know what was going to happen to them. The trouble was there
wasn't enough official information. <*he officials did not h: eady answers
when asked. 'That led to more guesses. And more guesses led to greater anxiety.
right now. We hate to see people worried. e are anxious
to give the right information to the people as quickly as possible.

"This morning we were led to believe that you had withheld the
mation to which we, as block managers, were rightfully entitled.
in you was shaken. But T am glad that our suspicion was unjustified and

1less. However, I want : 1t want to shi we
you to shoot straight, too."
Nelson enswered in an impassioned tone: "Just as soon as I lose your

confidence I'1ll quit my job. That has been the whole trouble with the adminis-

tration. The evacuees did not have confidence in us. Things can't work that way.




I'll leave this place when I lose your conficence., I'll have no use here then."
In an attempt to stifle the numerous rumors floating in camp that
Poston would be closed in the immediate future Moris Burge, acting Project

Director, and Ruth McKee, WRA historian, issued the follo statements on

July 29:

There are no immediate plans to close any relocstion center. The
in the Loz Angeles Exesminer of July 28 quoting Director Nyer was
in the extreme. It is the hope of the WRA that eventually all
centers will be closed. This has been stated many times. I am cer=
evacuees themselves share this hope. But this may be a matter of
and in the meantime evacuees can rest assured that except for segregation

ternal security ressons they will not be forced to lesve reloeation centers
desire to stay.

/s/ Voris Burge
Aoting Project Director

In late May, when the Washington office of WRA held a conference
of Project Directors, the subject of segregation was thoroughly discussed,
and a committee outlined the program and enumerasted the principles upon which
the program should be founded. I attended all sessions of that conference.

On July 14th I attended the Director's staff meeting.in Washington,
at which date and manner of segregation were announced. At neither time, nor at
times when the program has been less formally discussed, have I heard anyone
mention the elosing of any center in the immediate future.

lLooking ahead, someone did mention the fact that when reloecation
had reduced the populstion of the centers to a fractional part of the present
population, it would be feasible to close some centers and combine the groups
bf people, for economy's sake. j

But with the movement of a large number of people to and from the
segregation camp beginning in September, the checking of people and
goods, 211 the endless detail work of moving this group, it is not reasonable
to believe that 'TJ_,”-qu plan to close any center simultaneously. #nd, as
for Poston, judging by the present speed of relocation, it does not seem
probable that September 1 would find so many people relocated that there
be only two or three thousand of you left.

would

/
/s/ Ruth McKee
Historian, Washington Office

At the block managers?! meeting on August 3, “'elson announced that a
meeting would be held in Ward 7 of the Hospital at 3:00 p.m. to acquaint

block mansgers and councilmen of the three units with the procedure for segrega-

that he was counting on Eead and Gelvin returning from Denver

tion. He stated
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in time to address the group. At that time he made the following statements
which I took down at random:

"The question of timing has to go into this. We want to give
every chance in the world to the segrepants not to rush it

They preferred the govermment of Japan to that of the Unlted
States. They expressed their desire to live together. That is
their prerogative. le are not going to influence them to
change their minds,"

Mo

Soon we will have a booklet prepsred in which questions and
en. There will be %r’ﬂslﬂtiox' *oo. I“

to put it out. Thig afternoon the 2 be

he purpose of Ai°neﬂ"iﬂj informastion., We are ab-

answers will be gpiv

for segregation immedistely.'

Iministrative Instruction No. 100 has been revised. I'm
1ad it didn't bresk into the community."

ants may accompany them without stigma being

Department is going to render counseling servies

bitrarily set as
of applications for repatriation. e
Provisions will be made for those wh
duly 1"

fi jeadline for changing No
apply to our project."”

"Oivil liberties will not be
Then someone inguired whether Tule Lake could accomodate any more people
rumored, Nelson plied "The Tule Lake populetion is way down and if Tule
Lake cannot accomodate all of them another center will be selected.
thig time it was widely rumored that the majority of the people at Tule Lake
did not wish to be sent to snother center so the administration was flooded
with reguests for repatriation in the hope of remaining there.) Someone
suggested that block meetines be called to find out what guestions resi-

dents wanted answered but Yelson dismissed the idea oclaiming, "If you break




news that a meeting on segregation will be held, Ward 7 will be jammed."
sbout 250 individuals, inecluding 140 block managers and councilmen from
the three camps, assembled in Ward 7 at 3:00 p.m. to receive news of the pro-
eedure for segregation. Since Head and Gelvin failed to return from Denver,
tor, presided at the meeting. Ted Y“aas and
John Powell who attended the Denver Lonference, and Zimmerman, Employment
Chief, were also present to.aid Burge in answering gqueries.
Burge opened the meeting by announcing thet "The segregation program
for the purpose of placing in a separate center those perso f Japanese
who by their acts have indicated that their loya s lie with Japan,
the case of United States citizens have refused to swear allegisnce to
the United States. That is their decision, not ours. This country has no

alternative."
He disclosed that the first movement out of Poston will ocecur during
of October and will affect the following two groups:

Persons who applied for repatriation or expatriation and who did
not retract before Yuly 1, 1943, Families in meny cases signed as a group but
where they failed to do so the Social Welfare Dept. will interview individual

service.
wered :E_to guestion 28, who refused
and who refused regis A neutral answe considered eguivalent to
a negative one. All persons in this category will be given an opportunity to
state whether they have changed their minds since rezistration or not.
be later given a hearing before the Board of Review

of chenge they will

lLeave Clesrance and that body will recommend to the projec

they should be sent to Tule Lake or be given ‘leave clearance.
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Burge explained that the families of segrer-nts will be given an
opportunity to choose voluntarily whether to accom>any the segregant to Tule
‘lake or to remain in Poston. He also stated thet it was unnecessary for them
apply for repatriation. Such a decision must be made when the families

4.
e

3 ' i - N
segregants are interviewe y the Welfare Deparumen

3 =

Burge also related at this time that the Tule Lake Center will be quite
similar to Poston except that there will be no evacuee government or judicial
commission. Purthermore, no leave permits will be issued. “n appeal board,
however, will be set up to conduct he-rings for those who feel that they have
been unijustifiably transferred there. Hg concluded that the administration was
depending on the block mansgers to disseminaste all information concerning
segreration and that council members will be kept informed.

To illustrate the type of worries harbored by the evacuees congcerning
tion I am quoting in toto the cueries that appeared during the guestion

answer period:

Must all minors go with their parents?
A. In osse there is no guardian, it is unwise to leave them here.

'+ the end of the war what happens to the minor?
A. It cannot be predicated now. It depends on Congress and the public.
(Hﬂﬁs)
Is = leave permit eranted at Tule Lake?
ov some lesve permits will be granted. And

there will be some student relocation.

A, In case of extreme emergen

What class does a parolee belong to? :
other evacuee Tor purposes of segregation. However,
list. This is just for his own protection. ‘hen &

parolee wishes to go on an jndefinite leave, we must write to the

Dept. of Justice, Division of Immigration and Nsturalization, at Los
\ngeles and notify them where he wants to go. They review his papers.
If they approve his leave we must notify the Dept. of Justice, Division
of Tmmiecration and Naturalization, at Philadelphia and the District
Attorney of he county where he is going. (?immermen)
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those confined in Tule ke, Apparently a
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Drennen reported to have

to change their minds. hat

"I'In 1

replied:

3 =

Mas Kawshima indicate that the
answers. UYf the 94 interviewed

Saturday, 2. juested change while sfused to change; while of

3 - +3ino ) Avaf ad T4y
the 70 interviewed on Sunday, the day after the posting of the draft circular,

28 chanced while 42 refused. MNomura stated that of the 2f ery Powell's
team on londay morning 20 changed. He further observed
changed but the Majority of the Kibei stueck to their

for the other units are still nnﬁ“*dinﬁhla from chance conversea-

mesars that the ration is about the same as in Camp
Accordine to Yelson, almost all females who snswered double negative

i i the hearings The majorit ? them answered
changed their answers during the hearings. +he majority of them answered

- s . . (T i e AN s 4
negatively because of misunderstanding or misinterpretation on the part of

v . 3 ¥ 2 ~ J— T Y r a1 ."T (=] a
the interviewer. Hs cited the case of one woman wh nswered sked

whether she would join the Waacs, because of hertm months old baby, and the

cranted that she would answer No to the loyalty question




Yne Kibei girl who scarecely understands Englis
interviewer in Japanese, "Will you become emperor of Japan?"

b \]

question 28, so she answered "No." According to Nelson a
No's received during registration could have been avoided if we had sufficient
interviewers with zood working knowledge of Japanese. Those who persisted
in retaining their negative answers apparently did so because their husbands
had also done They seemed to have no definite convietions of their own
concerning loyalty.

Nomura reported that all the Issei, male and female, who answered
changed their answers during the hearines. It was obvious that they had
understood the question because of the inadequacy of the interviewer's Japanese.

About this time the following rumors were afloat in camp:

"Those guys who answered No to question 28 must face music a little
later. (Apps gferring to imminent drafting of “issi),
from Japan claimed recently that
process going on at present in the

Nisei to act as American citizens

"People are going around getting married just as they did before
evacuztion. The girls want to follow their boy friends to the.
segregation camp," (Actual investigation revealed that so far
there has been only one case of a girl marrying a double negative
to facilitate her accompanyine him to Tule Lake).

The following releasses were issued by the project director during the
course of the hearings (which started on wg. 7 and ended sbout Aug. 11)
and subsequently to acquaint the residents with the purpose and procedure of

segregation: (The following releases e omitte Colorado fiver Mar Relocation

Project Redease on Segregation (No.l), (W )s (No. 34), (Wo. 42), (No. 5A),

(Yo. 1), (No. 74), (No, 8a), (No. 94), (No. 104), (Wo. 114), Segregation Notice

No. 34, and letter re repatriation interviews through Family Welfare Dept.,

from Lou Butler.)




Attitude of Double Nepatives:

The following are some of the attitudes of those who wished to retain
their negative answers at the hearings before the Board of Review for Segregation:

Kazuo Kawai of block 45, who is 23 years of age answered negatively to
the Toyalty cuestion at the time of registration because he could not see how
he could forsweer allegiance to the “mperor of Yapan. The day before his
registration his friends had informed him of the guestion but he could not
decide how to answer it at that time. *owever, the moment the question was
read to him by the Japanese sergeant he knew there could be only one answer
a negative one. He calls himself "the tragedy of the Kibei", H s taken
to Yapan at a very early age and called back five years ago. '
if perents had not sent their children to Japan this sort of tragedy would not
have occurred. X explained to him at full length that since many of the
psrents were poor snd had to work in the fields together little children
they had been sent to “apan. Their
intention was to make sufficient money to return to Yapan to be reunited wit
their children but the antieipated fortune could not be accumulated so they
were compelled to be separated from them. If such had been the case, I :
feels that these parents should not have had children in the first place. He
told ¥ with anguish that if he has children of his own he will not let them
out of his sight.

fAewa i

Kawai despises those
like loyalty should not be played around with for
ence. He brands these individuals as "cowards" and of no value
guestion had
A 45 would have
ansm y. He believes that all of the Issei in America have degenera-
ted considerably in the t thirty or forty years and condemns their opp

las
tunistic attitude He continued: "Then it comes to a true lifle and
EE

erisis, you will find ou he true coleor of the Japanese, even if they be
blabber mouths. Even if we 2o to Tule Lake, when drafting comes, I doubt if
very many will stick it out. Xost of them will change color and join the
army. One Kibei told me, 'Well, if they draft me, I cantt help it.' It's
life and de=th there. ow can a Kibei be comfortable in a U.S. uniform when
his convictions lie elsewhere? I know what I'm doing. I'm satisfied in the
kmowledge that I'm sticking it out according to my convictions even if they

take my life away.”

RN INR

"If T say Yes I'll be drafted and maybe get killed. If I go to Tule I
won't have to fight.," (Rather a widespread attitude at one time)




"They kicked us out here and we arc not treated as American citizens.
How can we swear allegiance to the United States?”

"If I change to Yes I won't be able to walk on the stree
with a clear conscience after the war, I can't forswear allegi
Emperor of Japan."

ts of Tokyo
ance to the

"During the hearings a Kibei came in with his Kibei wife. It happened
+hat both answered double nesgative and the wife wanted to be sure that her
husband did not change his answer.

Kibei 'snswered "Neutral" and wanted to
informed him that a neutral answer constitule _
that he would not mind going to Tule Lake. e changed he
something might happen to his relatives in Japa

"o

himself to putting down a definite "No".

A notice was sent a man whose name

to
was on the stop list but g S 5 e could not be located,
2o G o, [ I blank, we gative He said: "They can't

A Nisei gave the following reas: ;0 Fou ranting to retain his
original answer: He didn't want to ki fte war is an institution in

which men kill each other. *e explained: an't pledge allegiance to any

political state. I can pledge allegiance to something supernatural, Ged, for
instance." hen Fowell incuired whether he attended church here he repli
Then questioned if he had attended church in pre-evacustion ﬂ'vé he
ained that he was once a good Baptist but had stopped going to ch

idays churches justifly war end that is eontrary to the

his No answer because he
and therefore caz F at gsfully. He believed that
there would be r pportunits him in this country.
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A young Nisei who has never been to vYapan answered "Neutral" and then
changed to "Yes", during the hearings. He told Fowell: "If the war is going

ol

me I'd stick it out, but it looks as though it's going
hat the use of being stubborn?"

U H

Two boys who answered "Neutral" in 'block 45 were very jittery before
the hearings and kept asking X when the administration would rive them a
1earing. One (e "I answered 'Neutral! but that can't be so bad. I
didn't say 'No'. ey got to give me = hearing because I don't think they
can afford to let it stend as 'Neutral!. Anyway, I didn't knmow what I was

"

doing then.

11t

I Kobayashi, the present block manager
during registration saying: [
y 'Yes' to that question," That attitude gained grea popularity
in the block and subsequently he was i clk mansger. Now the
he has changed his answer to "Yes™ ek ferring to him

a "shiftless bastard.”

»1lated the case of a Kibei who had hored A hange his double
tives a2t The hearings but whose nsme was not called because he had also
for repatriation. He iz furious now 1t use he cannot find a loophole to
get out from going t U Lake. He considers himself a grand sap now since

the Selective Service Act will 3

g =
Those ho Influenced Ot

Attitude of hers

One prominent member of the Judo Department

nswer ‘double negative while he himself answered in the affirmative

do Dept. went on record to tell everyone in its depsrtment to

27 and 28,) As soon as the news of tion was announced
he had "doublecrossed’

rushed to the are Department to apply f spatriation.
doing so to be included in the ‘first conting:
liscovered that since his aplication was not filed before ]
parture will be much later than that of his collesgues. (i.e. af
has been considered by the Board of Review r Leave Clearencel.

TR N

Peter Kanno, No. 14 in our Sponish “onsvl Report, revealed this inter-
Takeshita (No. 17";‘ who was probably the most
the Judo clique hefore his deperture for Chicago in June:




nswer thet way himself. I got hold of the news so went %o
ed to impress on him the seriousness of such action. I told
ion would come and thot he might even be tried for treachery. ie
couldn'tsee it + wav at that time. I visited him again on the eve of
recistration but he was not at home so I explained everything all over again to
I managed to make her realize the oomsequences involved in answering
Takeshita came to see me about seven o'clock on the morning of registra-
tion so I reiter d my stand to him. I wasn't sure at that time whether it had
any effect on him or not but on the way home he stopped and said: "I registered
the way you rised me ‘o but please keep this a secret.' I have kept it a
secret ] Takeshita's departure for “hicago several weeks ago was
creatly influenced by this fact. He felt very guilty about 'doublecrossing'
his colleagues He couldn't tell the others to answer affirmatively because
he had no time to contact them at so late an hour or they had already

reristered.”

IR NN

washime related the plight of another "double-crosser" a few

days agzo: "There's a guy who answered affirmatively to 27 and 28 but inf'luenced
others into answerinz double negative. He was in an awful mess for s time but

o

his brother stuck to his guns before the Review Board so he's heppy now since

the whole family is going with him."

INIR RN

Jimmy Yahiro, whose dirty scts I have already cited on numerous occasions,

very unpopular asmong his friends who now realize thet they had been tricked

-0 answerine double negative by him. here was k a few weeks ago, shortly
his sppointment as city clerk, of "beating the hell out of him," (In

eotion with Yshiro, Nelson had this to say about him: "there's a guy who

others to answer 'No'. He then answered 'Yes' himself,

round and told he

will eateh up with that guy soon. here were many guys who told people
As an afterthough he added: If I had my way during registra-
:plit camp into four parts and called mass meetings of parents

t0 tell them what registration really meant. Then we wouldn't

this trouble."

jc some indic-tion at present that the administration is intending
fter the main segregation program is over., As

these scoundrels - 4
"Tell, it isn't exactly oricket to tell people to answer

Furthermore, it seems very probable

'o! snd then asnwer 'Yes! yourself,”
that a small number of parpetual troublemakers like M. Okamoto, Tsulkamoto,

Nakamura, etc. will be shipped to Leupp after the main movement is completed.
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Another politieal figure who is "laying low" at present for double
ecrossing his friends is Kuroiwa, eity manager, who was undisputed leader
of the Bibeis in Camp IT after Tachibana was removed during the beating of
Saburo Bido last January. According to Nommura, Kuroiwa as city manager was
scheduled to spesk =t the send-off party for the fourth contingent of volunteers
to the combat team several weeks ago but attempted to get out of it by re-
questing George fursta to speak for him. Kurata being one of those individuals
who "love to hear their own wordsg" readily acocepted. hen Nomura heard about
this he seolded furata: "Uon't do it. Let Furoiwa speak. If he talks, he has
to say sometling patriotic., He was saying very pro-Japsnese things until
Tachibana was arrested. *Fe rﬂnted a wool job s0 was gaying those things to get
the support oﬁ the residents. N a good job he is a loyal American
sitizen.: It's a good idea to let uponl& kﬁow he is a dirty guy." So on the
following dap Kurata informed Kuroiwa that it was the eity mensger's duty to
speak at the party. The latger reo’1ﬁd' s don't say that. You do it.for
me." He then failed to show up at the council office in Unit I for several
days clsiming his i was sick and he was needed at home. Nelson and
Nomura waited for hinm +il Fridav but since he failed %o appear they put
Kurats on the program for Sunday night. Nomura concluded: "They tell me
that Tachibens wag not really bad. It was Kuroiwa who was giving him advice.
If- Kuroiwa wesn't sicking, Tachibana would not have gone to that extreme.”

L4l ”__fi_;r_._ﬂ

iew for Le"ve Clear=nce

After the tramsfer to Tn lLake of patristes and expatriates and those
"NO's" to cuestion 28 hag been completed -~ i.e.
somewhere shout the latter half of Ugtober the Board of Review for Leave
Clearance will according to Administrstive Instruction No. 22 Revised begin
interviewing those individuals who fall within the following catecories:

vho wished to retain their

1., Those who gualified their answers to guestion 28 in the registration.

Those who changed from "No" [es" during the hearings conducted

by the Board of Review for

Those who applied for repatriestion or expatriation and then withdre
ir appliecation before July 1, 1943.

rho applied f epabtriation after July 1, 1843.

answers to question.28

heen denied leave clearance by the project director.

rd.,

who have been unfavorably passed upon by the Joint Boa
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8. Those with adverse intelligence records.

9. #11 others whose eligibility for leave is in doubt.
This board which is entirely separate from the Board of Review for Segregation
vill be under the supervision of Ted Haas, project attorney, and will
consist of the following appointed personnel:

L.L. Yelson, Unit I administrator.
Crawford, Unit ITI sdministrator
Burge, Unit III administrator

L. Zinmerman, chief, Employment Vivision
t L. WMiller, chief, Internal Security

According to Haas the procedure in all probability will be to let one member

of the Board gather all data atailable on a certain individual and then
judement being passed by all members of the Board sitting as one
final decision as to whether that individual will be transferred

or be given leave clearance iwll rest with the Washington office

will merely make its recommendations t

=
1o

to. the project director who in turn
will treansmit them to Dillon Myer. Haas expects the hearings continue for

several months -- the last group leaving for

the yvear.

project files 660 individuals applied for repatriation

to s 1943, This figure does not includes those who made applica-

o

San F

throuch the Spsnish consul in rancisco or Washington or through

sources and for whom the project does not have recor Of this number
€2 hsd retracted their applications before the deadline.

At first the policy of the administration was to ignore applicecations

through sources other than the project but after some deliberation Head

o

egregation Notice No. 1 on August 11, 1943, which stated that "All
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3 have written evidence or other verification of having made such appli-
are requested to present s to the unit Welfare Of
be=n unahle o obtain statistic
imazine it to be rather small.

for repabriati
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June, 1943, he approached his friend, X, and inquired as to the procedure for
withdrawal of application for repatriation. Since X was not guite certain as
to the exact procedure he advised him to consult the project director. Head's
receptionist informed him that it was extremely difficult to eancel

and that most of those who had requested to do so had been denie

was further told that a thorough F.B.I

F.,B.I. investigation would be necessary be-
fore his recuest could be granted. Sensing the futility of seeing lead he
1*-'*‘-'111'1’1@@ home without consulting him. A few days ago he encountered

formed that applications for cancellation had been accepted up to July 1,

and all those wh ad gplied had received favorable consideration. In vie
of this * wrote two affidavits to Miss Butler -- one for Iketani reciting
attempts ancel his application and the reasons motivating his action

the other § verifying Kietani's desire to withdraw his application

r

the first week of Ju-e. and the Iketani family called on Miss Butler
these affidavits on August 14 and were granted permiss: cancel their
applications =after deadline on grounds of administrative inefficiency.

LY
Mith reference to administrative inefficiency in the handling of
Kawashima told X that he had sent a memorandum to Head pointing
out 19 specific cmses of names being placed on the list through administrative
bunelineg His request for leniency in these cases were apparently granted
since he claimed that only "two failed me."
Realizing the foolishness ofsending people to ‘ule Lake who do not
¢0 there, the administration is following s tolerant and realisti
ignoring the July 1 deadline as fa 1 , ation for repatriation is conm-
med. As Ted Hans remarked: "It will be difficult to get out o
Lake once sn individual gets there. I e ek el
L

judement on it." lo illustrate this

Murase, who applied for repatriation last year and failed to eancel it before

July 1 Both Dr. and ¥Mrs. Murase received a noti from the State Department

s few months ago informing them that their names appeared on the list requested

sent bask by the Yapanese government and inguiring whether they wished to accept

10

the invitation or not. Toth refused the offer and shortly afterwards Nrs,
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Murase rlone withdrew her application. On July 2, Dr. Murase applied for
cancellation. Since this ocsurred a day after the deadline his name appeared on
the list to be transferred to Tule Lake. He protested elaiming he could not
find time earlier to apply for cancellation because of the shortage of doctors
at the hospital. He contended further that his refusal to return to Japan on
the exchange ship should be sufficient evidence of his intention of remaining
in this country. Head accepted his cancellation even though it wes filed after
I do not know the exact sbatistics on cases of this sort but it
is reported to be rather large.
On August 14, Head issued Segregation Release No. 8 A which announced
that "Tives or other members of a family now residing in Poston, who had made
pplication pri to July first, to move to the Crystal City family internment
£1

1me

t be segregoted t¢ Tule Lake center at
mein
On
for New York via Gila to he returned to Japan on the exchange shir
following day an additional seven departed for Gila to join the first
The deleting of all of the sbove individusls from the original list of
striates compiled in Segregation Release N A will probably cause a sub-
in the number of repatrintes a ( o transferred to Tule

Lake in esrly

Requests for Repatriation after July 1, 1943

Then the segres on news was announced in the Poston Chronicle on July
son reported that "500 individusls" stormed the unit administrator's
Camp ITI to request repatriation because they were afraid they would

to relocate if they remained in Poston. By going to

thev hoped to be guarsnteed room and board for the duration. Ted Haas with
J S :
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reference to this claimed Nelson's statement a "gross exaggeration” but there

must have been some basis for it because the Camp Il page of the Japanesse

section of the Poston Chronisle printed the following article on July 31, 1943:

expected that the details of segregation will be announced
s ~non as “'“ec+nr eqﬂ returnﬂ Vowever, the article in the

as greatly dlstu?bed the residents.
§ ome hqc+v people are ruthnq to the administration to demsnd applications f
repatristion. R g" rding this, acting director Burge issued the followine
ment on the 29th: ' (Cf. page 9 of this report).

Assistant “ancsger Tumino of Unit III warned the people to ref
rash and hasty acts. e pointed out that it is impossible to aboli
the relocation centers entirely for the followine ressons:

(1) The Examiner statement in Director Myer's unofficial personal
statement. “he abolition of all the relocation centers is his opinion of long
stand ing.

P4 & 5 - v q 38 s
(2) The government should not release evacuees witl 1T due consideration

once the people have been evacusted and their lives have bee uprooted from
their foundations.

(3) The United States zovernment is responsible for their living and for
public sentiment towards the Japanese after they have been relesased.

(4) Although the Dies Committee and public opinion requested the
segregation of the disloyal from the loyal, present public opinion supports

he maintenance o the centers.
I.and IT were concerned there was no sudden rush to apply
for repatriation, T few who applisd gave the following motives for such

action:

"I don't want to go outside. If I remained here the "R& will put pressure

on us to go outside. They will close the camp sooner or later. TIf I go to
Tule Lake T am safe for the duration. They ean't kick me out of there."

"My family is-going there. I don't want to be separated from them.
Thus Nakachi, the chairman of the L.R,B., applied for repatriastion because hi
son answered double negative and is Tule Lake bound. This attitude was quit
prevalent until the administration announced that it was unnecessary f
of segregatns to apply for repatriation.
"I want to sign for repatriation so I can be sure at I will get first
hance to return to Japan after the war."




the Yelfare Yivision

new applicastions for repatriation, but on August

announcement :

Family Telfare Department
wishing to make applicatior repatriation may
nits, for an appointment.

and those who had

ugust 1

scnepted since 'ugust 1 because o

Lou Butler
Chief of

pplied for repatriation after July 1,

not be transferred to Tule Lake at = same > as“the rest of the repatriates

ri11 be first civen a hearing by the Bo Leave Clearance

the mein segregation program has been

ecommended

requested each
present at the

possible
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Director
Manager, Block
The Segregation Case of lMrs. Fukumatsu Kawaei

August

45=4-¢%, who has been recommended by the Board of
to zo to the Tule Lake Center, called at my office
16, 1943, for advice concerning the future welfare of 1
when he was interviewed by the Welfare VYivision on
he had told Miss Alice Cheney that it was his mother's
+hat she remain in Poston with his stepfather rather than accom
Lake . t that time Miss Cheney had decreed that his mother must
ake or live separately from her husband in Foston
-gally married to him. She had instructed hir the close
snd his wa*hrr and her common-law husband to
informing them.

to the legal status of commor
there was hdthiﬂ" in the le
: together . However, since the Attorney
Qﬂnerﬁl of California ha ule het evacuees still hold legal residence in
nalifornis we are theoretically supposed to abide by Californis law
recognize mm law marrisge although it is sanctioned in most of

I subsequently cted Miss Cheney to verify the ste
My K“rai G“Tj.‘, in Phﬁ ﬂo”nlnT. 1t protested that common-lsy
not considered illegal here-she r?plifﬂ "hat's the use of jDu’*lrr a marrisg
license then? she was greatly concer that the condonation of such a practice
would be a bad influence on young p I argued that that dej d on their
age -=- if they were very young tlpv not understand; if
enourh they would not mind, Since we were obviously fppronching the problem
from different angles we could reach no agreement and dropped the matter at

this point.

it lunch time I cornered Mr, Kawai, his mother, and Mr. Ikuno, his
~*erb~L“er, and acauainted them with my experiences during the morning. They
ed that 1* vas none of Miss Cheney's business to meddle in their
stepson in my presence that he would ontinue to take
eood care of his mother as he had done in the past eight years.

-

After lunch I revisited “r. 2s to inquire whether the case in his
opinion would fall within the cetegory of illicit cohabitation as defined
in the penal 2015 of Foston. He explained that the framers of the penal code
did not intend common-law marriage to be included in that classification unless

1

the residents nrotss;ed apainst such a practice.




I then took Mrs, Kewai to the Welfare Uivision to be interviewed by
Miss Cheney. She wished to know why %rs. Kawal had not brought her husband
along so I explained that this was a hearing on segregation and that he had nothing
to do with it. All that was really necessary as far as I could see was for
her to ask lirs. Kewai whether she desired to go to Tule Lake or not. Miss
Cheney retorted at this point that the Welfare Division like to handle every
social problem as it came up. She elaborated that she was not insinuating that

6 bad woman but advised her to go through a marriage ceremony immed-

puis

erred ‘o remain in Poston. When “rs. Kawai replied that many
involved and that she did not wish to decide the issue at
Cheney demanded to know why she refused to get married. Mrs.
; that she had always entertained the idea of returning to Japan
someday but since her husband had no such desire they had decided it was wiser
their present status. ™iss “heney interrupted at this point that

vished to return to Yapan she should transfer to Tule Lake. She argued
war boats would be unavailable for some time and that she would

Then ¥r. Il was brought to the Welfare Vivision at the insistence
of Miss Cheney later in the afternoon he contended that the marriage problem

ntirely s: ate matter from segregation and did not desire to discuss

e moment, Furthermore, he believed it was his personal affair. and did

was 81 e
d6at Bt
not wish to be molested

From all ations it appears that unless lirs. Kawal undergoes a socially

e
sccepbable marriage ceremony in the immediate future Miss Cheney is determined
1

to send her ke or compel her to live separately from her husband

in Poston. As block manager keenly interested in the welfare of my block
residents, w#ish to reise the following objections to such an administrative
attitude:

(1) T am convinced that segregation is a momentous gvent, second only
in importance b evacuation in the lives of those affected, and feel that it
should not be confused with extraneous matters which have no relevance what-
soever to the question. I strongly believe that the making of a decision by
Mps, Kawai should not be influenced by personal matters which have absolutely
no connection with the primsry question of segregation. It is my understanding
that only those who desire to follow the segregant to Tule Lake are supposed
to do so and st the administration will not compel anyone to transfer there
srainst his wishes. Hence the main issue to me is not whether Mrs. Kawai will
remain in Poston with her common-law husband but whether she wishes to follow
her son to Tule Lake. The fact that Iy, Ixuno has assured his stepson in my
presence that he will take good care of his mother should be sufficient evidence
thet she will be well taken care of during the segregant's absence. I have
¥nown Mr. Ikuno for over fifteen years and can vouch for his honesty and
sincerity in carrying out his promisess

(2) Miss Cheney's main cgntention is that both Mrs. Kawai and Mr.
Tkuno have leral residence in California, a state which does nov recognize
common-law marriage. My argument is that common-law marriasges have flourished
for years in C lifornia but the law-enforcing agencies have not bothered
to suppress them. Mrs. Kawai and Iir. Ikuno have lived together for eight




entered Poston as man and wife. They live happily together and
block 45 has accepted them as man and wife. As far as the residents are con-
cerned there is no moral issue involved, except perhaps in the minds of
Caucasian ex-missionaries and evacuse Christian leaders who I feel interpret
the teachings of their Master rather narrowly. If objections on moral grounds
had been raised by the bloek residents, I, as block manager, would have acted
upon it even before it reached the Bamily Welfare Division. I am by no means _
advoecating the wholesale practice of common-~law marriage in Poston but feel that
those who ed camp as man and wife should not be molested at the present
time., As fa 5 Miss Cheney's fear that it will be bad influence on young
people is concerned I wish to state that there is no such dang from that
guarter. Nisei, with only a few notable exceptions, have swallowed in toto
the virtues and prejudices of kiddle Class American societies so it will not
occur to them Ho indulge in such a practice.
residents of Camp I did not come from California. According
many states sanction common-law marriage so confusion will surely
attempted to enforce the laws of variousg states in Poston.
According to Mr. Haas th 3 WRA regulation prohibiting common-
la: a ge in relocation crqt.rs. e fa =N e individuals have lived
unmolested for over a year 1 , ile ceptance by the TRA.
'qrtﬂarwcra, when the legal status of common-law wrrrlufe came up for discussion
in the fifth meeting of the Temporary Lommun1+v Council on August 12, 1942,
in connection with the section on Illicit Cohabitation in the Proposed Code of
Offenses, it was generally agreed among thﬁ council members that any couple
who entered cemp as man and wife even though they actually were
recognized until the real husband appeared to protest. According to
this attitude has begn carried over into the newly revised code of
(5) My contention, therefore, is that if the residents of a block are
» Lo accept common-law marriage the administration should not instigate
ise unnecessary dissension by suppressing such a practice. Common-law
marriage is a deep-rooted institution in Japsnese culture. Acculturation
studies conducted by anthropologists all over the world indicate that sudden
attempts to eradicate age-old traditions by govermnment edict or missionary zeal
generally have a chaotic ending. Since deep-rooted social institutions cannot
overnight I bslieve that the best policy for the Welfare Division
for the mresent -- will be to adopt the attitude: "Let well enough

anxiety of the Kawsis and to facilitate the making of
a decision by lirs ai I respectfully appeal to you as T jwﬂt director
to request the Welfa Division to edopt a more tolerant . alistic approach
to the disposition of her case .




Segregation

that segregation is a vital metter in the lives of those affected

of decision should not be influenced by extraneous matters which
to the guestion. If Christisn prudery demands that the
entitle them to live together in Poston, I believe it should

I reiterate
and the making
have no pertinence
couple be married to

be requested later when the problems of segregation have been settled. I
Cheney threatening to send ¥rs. Kawai to Tule Lake
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protest the method of
unléss she goes through a
I interpret such action to be punishment for
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day after X handed this memorandum to Head's secretary, Head

called at this office and commended him on the "besgst memo we've re-

Head requested him at that time to inform Mrs. Kawai that

was unnecessary for her to go to Tule Lake or po throuch a marriaée
ceremony with “r. Ikuno because as fars the administration was concerned,

constituted "leg

o
o

ng here but

that he would do everything ths

he could not revesl %l wardly aect" to thenm.

before the hearing board az returned home proudl

s

convictions he could not bear to
preparing to go to Tule Lake

pregnant and he is hoping in his
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e e ah 1.
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toward segregation that we have
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ttitudes:
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on

"

not appreciate the behavior on the part of "No, No

she would give any credit for their attitude.”

treat the Niseli like American citizens, did they?
It is natural that thev sngwvered 'No' to 27 snd 28, If the U.S. covernment

vanted them to be loyal they should have treated them like loyal American
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"Poo many guys didn't kmow their owm minds.

influenced by agitators.'
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cecompany the gregan The list is based on

<]

of the block manager's supervisor on August 28:

No. Leaving Area from which evacuated

59 Orange County

3 Orange County
Riverside

Imperial Valley and Los Angeles

Delano and Orange Counbty

Mixed (Mostly from Salinas

de and Orange County

Orange County
Orange County and Oceanside
‘ 3

Orange County

Orange County

Los Angeles and Imperial Valley
Orange County

Imperial Valley

Imperial Valley

Imperial Valley
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Mixzed
Mixed
Orange County

Los

Angeles
Los Angeles
Los

Angeles

Arizons

Imperial Valley
Salinas Assembly
Los

‘ngeles

Imperial Valley

Salinas Assembly

An accurate interpretation of these figures would, of course, have

into consideration a number of factors, e.g. the

argest numbers seesm

Center

(T

size of feamily zroups, but

to come

southern California -- namely Orange County,

Fal

g The lowest figures come

erial Valley and the

contributed so few to the

by fact that urban peoples are mors o

look and are considerably more opportunistic than rural dw

Imperial Valley areas are not at all surprising

Harbor a

from blocks
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inhabited

Assembly Center.

segregation center may be

Valley
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