VISIT OF THE SPANISH CONSUL

Dec. 12, 1942

The Spanish consul, Sefior Franeisco de Amat, accompanied
by a representative of the State Department arrived in Poston
about 10:00 A, M, BEvans, the assisteant project director,
notified the Central Executive Committee which was in session
at that time of hls arrival and reguested that 1t contact at
least four or five Issel to interview him. The Committee °
thereupon invited the Issel members of the Labor Relatlions
Board (Kedowaki, Mitanl, Matsumoto and Nakachi) and the chalr-
man (Kato) and vice-chairmen (Misushima) of the Issel Advisory
Bosrd to sit in with that body (Nagal, Okamoto, Nekemura and
Niisekl) to draw up & few prope;aliﬁfgr the Spaﬁlsh consul to
transmit to the two goverrments. The first proposal introduced
by Nagai, former chairman of the Issel Advisory Board and
at present the most prominent member of the Central Hxecutive
Cormittee, requested the Japanese govermment to send two hundred
million dollers to the Issel immedlately after the war to be
utilized for rehsbilitation. He argued that all of them had
lost practically everything with evacustion and since the WRA
ruled thet all relocation centers must be vacated within four-
teen days after the cessation of hostilitles that sum was
vitally necessary in reestablishing themselves. His proposal
18 sald to have been received with great enthusiasm at that
time but it is interesting to note that a few days later when

those who had sat in the conference were approached individually
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concerning it they invariably expressed the sentiment that
they were opposed to it but were drowned out by the others.

The following proposals to the United States govermment
were also framed at that time:

1. Storage of a three-month food supply in Poston. (The
reason given for this was that rainstorms at certain seasons
might prevent the needed food supply from reaching the eamp.)

2, Improvement of living quarters: a) The restriction of
one family to each apartment, b) The installation of tollet
facilities in each barrack, and o) The installation of heating
facilities in each apartment.

3. Payment of wages on time. Payment: should be made within
two weeks after the enfi of the month.

4, The immediate erection of school buildings. (The WRA
had promised at one time that school bulldings would be
constructed as soon as the school term began but thls promise
like all "Poston promises" had not been fulfilled. If they
depended on adobe bricks the rate of production was such that
they would not be completed for another two or three years.
Furthermore adobe bricks were unsafe for immediate occupancy --
a certain length of time must be set aside for t he setting
of the bricks). -

5. Improvement of the hospital: a) The installation of more
optical and dental equipment. b) An increase in the medieal
staff -- the present number was inadequate for so large a
population,

8. The installation of telephones in the block meanagers'
offices.

It is réported by those "in the know" that Nagal was most
Instrumental in the formation of the abowe proposals, strongly
supported by his stooge, Rev, Mitani.

[;; far as the majority of camp residents were concerned,
the arrival of the Spanish consul on Saturday made little
impression. Reports here and there c¢laimed that the Spanish

consul was in camp and was interviewing relatives of internees.
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The news of the proposals "drawn up by ten prominent men" did
not become publie property until the agitation ,agaimt the
first proposal initiated in bloeck G spread to adjoining blocks
on Tuesday and VWednesday. Even then some blocks remained un-
aware of the agitation and were informed of it only when thelr
Issel representative heard sbout it for the first time in the
Issel Advisory Board meeting Thursday afternoon and reported
that faet to the residents that ovoning.j

On Saturday evening Mizushima, the viece-chairmen of the
Issei Advisory Board and a partiecipant in the conference,
gave & report on the proposals to his bloek (G) at dimertime.
There was much hand-elapping after his speech. X sitting at
one of the tables was greatly perturbed about the first
proposal but deeided the time was umripe for publiec ecomment
so merely remearked to the person sitting next to him: "That's
the silliest proposal I've heard of." That night he analyzed
it from all angles and wondered how mueh influence he wielded
in eamp. At the same time he feared adwerse publielty for the
Nisei if the newspapers obtained the information.

Sunday, Deec. 13, 1942
At breakfast X sought out Mixushima and warned him that the

opposition to the first proposal would in all probability come
soon from the kyokoha (radiecals or "aetionists”) in eamp. He
replied: "Well, I expeected that. I opposed the plan strenuously
during the econference but was overwhelmed by the others.” While

<
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they were still conversing No. 14, a yushi of the block,
strolled along and attacked the proposal from an economie
standpoint. A 11¢tle later Mizushima instructed Nomura, the
Nisei councilman, to get hold of a member of the Oontra;l
Executive Committee to address the block residents sinee a
strong opposition to the first proposal was in evidence.

No. 18 of bloek N was finally persuaded to talk to bloek
G at lunehtime. As he got up on a beneh to speak he recelved
8 big hand from the audience. He passed over the controversial
proposal rather lightly and emphasized in great detall the
other six proposals transmitted to the United States government.
He mentioned at that time that the Spenish consul had informed
them that he had been negotiating with the army for a permit
to visit relocation centers since June and this was the first
time he had been able to procure one. IHe had also volced the
hope that there would be cooperation between the evacuees and
the administration since another rupture would prevent him
from reentering camp to work for thelr behalf. As soon as
he ceased speaking No, 14 stood up and began attacking the
first proposal basing his arguments on the pre-war gold
reserve situation in Japan. Ie élaimod that sometime before
the war he had met the zaimuken (a sort of Fiseal Officer)
attached to the New York consulate and had been told that 1t
would be an ideal situation if the Japanese government could
store a five million dollar gold reserve in the United States.
If that meagre smount e¢ould not be shipped here at that time
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was 1t not preposterous to expeet the J’/\ganeso govermment to
send two hundred million _dollsra after the war? Shomld Japan
lose the war would it not be asking indemmity frem their own
Boverrment? Etec. ete. No., 18's retort at this point was theat
they were not asking the Japanese goverrment to send this
emount -- in actuality 1t was asking the United States govermment :
to pay them that sum as an indemnity for everything they had
lost in the process of evacuation. He then proceeded to explain
that there were approximately 45,000 Issei in the United
States and figuring sbout $4500 for each person they had arrived
at two hundred million dollars., They had wanted to inelude
the Nisei also but had desisted fearing international complieations.
The sum, however, was intended to be divided with the Nisel
when they actually gained possession of it, No. 14, however,
remained adamant and demanded the retraction of such a pre-
posterous proposal. At this time he also opposed the storage
of a three-month food supply in Poston e¢laiming that since
people on the outside were suffering food-shortages such a
request would create 11l-feeling toward them. No. 18 then
promised No, 14 that he would pass his eriticism to the Central
Executive Committee but he gave the impression to his Iiat#nors
that he wox;ld do 1t in such a fashion that 1t would appear as
though one individual had voieed such an opinion and not the
block as a whole.

Another bloek resident then wished to know how many
Ameriecan prisoners were interned in Japan since he was convinced

there was a direct correlation between the mumber of Americans
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held there snd the treatment of evacuees in relocation centers.
Me. /€ replied that the énly information availsble to the
Spanish eonsul at this time was that war prisoners in Shanghal,
contrary to public opinion, hed been treated mmsnely by the
Japanese. Another person then suggested that a vote be taken
on the proposal. Since no one made any move X stood up and
began: "I do not know the real motive of the Central Executive
Committee in desiring to have such a proposal transmitted to
Japan but as I see it there are two apparent motives: If they
wished to report to the Japanese govermment the econditions of
evacuation and the sufferings resulting from 1t that is an
unnecessary step. The details were known to Ambassador Nomura
who relayed them to the Japsnese govermment. According to
reports some of these facts were broadeast in Japan and
ereated a tremendous furore smong the Japsmese people. They
know how we have suffered. Another point I would like to
emphasize is this: If they actually wanted money from Japan
I will say that ho true Japanése will ask for sueh at a ‘
time 1ike this. Needless to say, our brothers are falling on
the battlefields. Fathers and mothers in Japan are sending
forth their sons for the sake of survival of Japan. They are
sserificing every comfort toward such an end. They are not
thinking of themselves at this time. Their motto 1s: "To
forget oneself and serve the country". How eould the Central
Executive Committee ask for money at a time 1like this? How
can we call ourselves true Japanese? Are we forgetting the
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real convictions and determinstion we had at the outhr eak of
the war? When this proposal is transmitted to the Japanese
govermment snd made known to the people what will they think
of us? Will they consider us worthy of their brotherhood?
Our true Japanese spirit has not deeayed although we have
remained in this eountry for twenty or thirty years. I am
beseeching the wise members of the Central Exeeutive Committee
to refleet again and reconsider this praponal." X's speech
was received with great enthusissm. No. 18 had no reafly
reply to suech a challenge. At this point Nomura moved that
the meeting be adjourned. Everyone filed out of the mess hall
in great indignation. No. 18 walked out like & meek lamb
although he had srrived at the meeting confident that he could
push this over the residents of bloek G. ~Although no vote
was taken on the proposal it is interesting to note that the
people of this bloek inveriably remarked with pride later that
"we in the bloek decided on retraction 100%."

Residents of bloek G expected No. 18 to transmit the
message to the Central Executive Committee so considered
their duty done and dropped the matter from their minds.

lionday, Dec. 14, 1942

About noon, a friend of No. 18 residing in bloek G
informed X that No. 18 had contacted Nagal that morning but
could get nowhere with him, Nagai had insisted that his stand
was justifiable and that he was willing to fight it out.
Moreover he was confident that if he md"rrmnd of quads and
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explained the proposal to the people they would u.pprooia{'.o his
convietions, In faet he had spoken in bloeck & on Sunday night
and had received a tremendous applause from the residents.
Eyen 1f block G were opposed to it there were thirty-five
other blocks in Yamp I which supported his stand. Therefore
he contended the opposition from bloek & eould not be econsidered.
X decided to verify the statements made by 4&. /95 _
friend so after supper visited No. 1 in bloek I and explained
the: f-ait:mtion to him. No, 1 informed him that he himself had
listened to Nagal's speech the evening before and had been
:merésud by it. He had not realized how serious the situation
was. He was willing to cooperate with X but the job of swinging
camp opinion was mueh too big for him. Since X kﬁsw No. 2 in
the same bloek why not contaect him? He therefore visited No. 2
but he was not at home so droppod in to see No. 3, the Issel
advisor. of that bloek and a personal friend of his. He
promised to see Nagal next morning to persuade him into
retracting the proposal before the opposition grew beyond
eontrol. With No., 3 at that time was No. 4, & yushi from bloeck
Z %, who was greatly moved by X's arguments and offered to
ereate active opposition in his bloeck., While talking to them
X added another argument (the others being loyalty and
economic reasons}: The Centrdl Executive Committee was
acting on behalf of 45,000 Issgi whom it did not represent.
If-tho Committee wished to do so it was 1ts duty to econsult
other Issei in other relocation centers. Uhat about Camps
II and III here in Poston? They had not even been consulted.
X then proceseded to bloek L and talked to No. 5 and No., 6



who ihtroduced him to No. 7, the Issel advisor of that block.
No. 7 had recently returned from intermment camp end was in
complete accord with X's plan. In fact he informed X that he
had wented to oppose the proposal himself but had feared 1t
was the sentiment of the minority. He promised to work
ont he adjoining blocks K and M and at the same time requested
him to stir up as much opposition as possible in the remainder
of camp. No. 5 and No. 6 were instruected to line up bloek L.
No. 5 further promised to swing everyone at his place of work
and ingtruet him to work in his respective 'bloek'. (Aecording
to X this was very effective).

Before coming home X intercepted Ho. 8 from bloeck 0 in
the northwestern corner of ecamp. Since he was a very i.ntluontio.l
person that section was left completely in his hands. Bloek P
nearby was however assigned to No. 6.

When he returned to bloeck G he reportc;d his progress to
No. 14 who offered to take charge of the adjoining blocks
A, B, and F.

Tuesday, Dec. 15, 1942

In the morning X encountered Mizushima in the latrine and
requested his cooperation since a little ﬁore work seemed
necessary. He replied that that was impossible because more
exertion on his part would cause him to lose his "balance as a
councilmen". X reminded him that it was his duty as the Issel
advisor to ecarry out the wishes of the bloek residents.
He further warned him that if he refused to do so he would
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proceed to do it himself. Nizushima replied: "Go ahead".
On that dey X heard a mumber of aceusations against him sueh
"ast "He doesn't deserve to be & councilman”, "We should kick
him out", ete. \

Ajout noon reports began to drift in (all reports were
bpought to X by stooges of the yushi). No. 3 claimed that
he had talked to Nagal but eould not induce him to retract hils
proposal. No, 6 maintained that bloek P was well under eontrol.
No. 5 reported thit he had intended to call a block meeting
but the residents of kis bloek informed him that 1t was un-
necessary since they would steand 1007 baek of him. He also
related that at his place of work one person had been in faver
of the proposal but the rest ganged up on him so he was now
inmoeuous., Furthermore, all of them had eonsented to stir up
opposition in their respective blocks. No. 7 elaimed that
many in his seetion were strongly in favor of the proposal
so requested X to agltate in other parts of camp to compenzate
for 1%t.
~  Therefore in the evening X began working on the Salinsas
stronglholds which he had ignored up to this time. ¥He visited
No. 9 in bloek Q who introdueced him to No, 10, the Issel
advisor. Between themselves they decided to take full
responsibility of Q, 8, ¥, amd U, X pur-t;nally econtaected No.
11, the Issei aaﬁj\m of bloek R who was easily econvineced.
He purposedy skipped adjoining bloek 2 since its Issel
rrpreiontative, Nagei, wes a good friend and former employee
of Wo. 14, '
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He next strolle@ over to bloek I sinee the report from

* No. 5 indicated an uncertainty as to the position of the bloeck.
There he sought oud No. 2 who had not been home the night

before and No, 12 who both pzl'amisod to take charge of the bloek.

No. 12 then introduced X to the Tssoi advigr of block C and

further offered to take full responsibility of bloek D.

No. 15, the Issel advidr of bloek E informed X thet his bloek

was well under control, Hs then returned to block L and assembled
5, 6, and 7. No. 7 reported at that time that blocks K and

M were so strongly in favor of the first proposal that he was

unsble to swing them ecompletely to his side but had rendered
them immocuous by neutralizing them, (In other wards' the Issel
advisors had promised to cast the decid¢ing votes when the

px;oposal eame up for a vote in the Issel Advisory Board meeting

next day.) He proeceeded to explain that Nagal had ecome to bloek

M on Deecember 14 and had received mmch ovation from the erowd.
He suggested that X also talk to that bloek to persuade it

%o change i1ts mind. X, however, felt that in view of such
limited time it was unnecessary to bother with ﬁdividulla
especially when the block had already been neutralized.

No. 7 was then selpcted to deliver the keynote speech at the
council meeting next dsy to be followed by miner orations

by other stooges. He was specifically commanded by X at thils

time not to go after ﬂ@'a scalp. On discovering then

that No, € ns-a. reletive of Nagai, the Issel advisor of

block 2, XinstSueted him to "neutralizef" him since he

appesred to be on the other sids of _tho fence.
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Vhen he returned home to bloek G late that night No. 14
informed him that there had been a great deal of exclitement
in bloeks A, B, snd F, but they were safely in tow.

Wednesday, Des. 16, 1242
¥o. 6 reported to X at noon that he eould do nothing with

Nagai of block 2 since he wes so mush in favor of the proposal.
X therefore sent No. 14 to intercept him before the council ™
meeting (which happened to be & joint session of tho Tssel &
Advisory Board and the City Couneil) but 1t had already eommenced
and he was unsble to see Nagal. About 4:30 P.M. X encountered
No. 7 in front of the hospital and was informed that since
Kennedy, the Gmployment Chief, had delivered such a lengthy
address at the opening session of the counell the matter of
the two hundred million dollars could not come up for discussion.
Fowever, they were holding an exelusive Issei Advisory Hoard
meeting (to which Caueasians and Nisel would be barred) in
Sumo Headquerters in block 27 next day to desl specifically
with this problem., X highly pleased with the turn of events
strolled towsrd Ward 7 of the hospital and requested hls young
friend, Tsuchiyama, to aid him in swinging her Issel advisor
into line., The argments she was to use were to be ﬁaud on
the adyverse eriticism the Nisel would receive should such a
proposal beecome publicized. She only consented to do so since
her Issel sdvisor was her next-ddor neighbor snd a2 good friend.
Immediately after supper Mizushime accosted X and chided
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him: "Don't agitate so mueh. Bloek £8 was having a big fuss
today elaiming they were poing to chase Nageil out of camp,”
Ztg answer st thig point: "Alpight. Zhall T egitate in Camps
IT and III also?"

X sought out Ne, 12 in bloeck T soon efter and was
told that bloeks X, W, and Y had been wooed to thelr side.

He had also sent someone to bloeck C and D and ha_d been
reassured that they were well in 1ine. He also related that

at that time bloeks H, I,and C were holding block meetings

to diseuss the proposal. X then visited No. 7, his keynote

speaker,and informed him that he calenlated at lesast twenty-four

blocks had been completely swung over or neutralized by this

tine (of that mumber only three or four had to be neutralized).

Wo, 7 eautioned that bloek X seemed to be 'only Tvukewsrm in

_ 1t= - opposition so he hastened to send No, 13 from bloek E
Hoelineh 1t, in which he succeeded,

On the way home he fesred that his young friend, Tauchiyama,
unversed in politieal intrigues, might have got into hot water
and failed in her task so primarily to reestablish her rrestige
in the eyes of her Issel advisor (it dld not matter by this
time whether bloek 31 opposed or favored the proposal since
twenty-four bloeks had already been won over) dropped in
at bloek %1 and awoatpd the Issel advisor just es he was
about to leave her apartment. Meanwhile for the past two
hours she had been trying to convinee him of the advisability
of opposing the proposal but he believed that she was making
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a mountain out of a mele hole and that the issue was not so
serious as Bhe Imagined. Furthermore, he had not even heard

of such a proposal., If it were really true it was a swell

idea -- they would need 1t after the war. Vhen she retorted
that she believed it wes not the appropriate time to make

such 2 request when people in Japan were sacrifieing so much
for the "survival of Japan" he replied: "Oh, the matter will
not go beyond the government officials., They will probably

get a big laugh out of it interpreting that the Japanese in
America were entertaining themselves in concentration camps

by thinking up sueh fantastiec proposals.” This was the
situation when X arrived on the secene. He first requested
Tsuchiyama to leave the apmrtment ( explaining after her
departure to the Issel representative that he wished to tell him
a few things not meant for Nisel ears) and then quietly presented
the srguments he had utilized elsewhere (only in stronger

terms) to change his attitude. IVhen she returned to her room
some thirty minutes later she was struek with the change in

the Issel advisor. (I do not mow exactly what X told him

but his comments after the Issei's departure weByinteresting:
"Well, you don't have to worry sbout yowr position in your
block or in camp for that matter. I settled 11;' for you tonight.
Your Issei representative will have greater respect for you
from now on." He intimated at this time that he would even
have risked an open debate with Nagai in his bloek to convince
the residents that he was wrong. He felt this step was un-
necessery by Wednesday night, however, when twenty-four blocks
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appeared to be on his side. This confession as well as his
appearance in the Issel Advisory Board meeting Thursday efternocon
indieates how serious he regarded the issue since his greatest
desire is to work behind the scenes.) From there X prosseded
to bloeck Q but No., 9 was already asleep. He was eonfident,
however, that it was under eontrol realizing his friend's
influence. Vhen he returned to bleck G No., 14 related that

the residents were becoming pretty sore at Mizushima, X

then instructed him to work a little more on his friend,

Nagal of bloek 2.

Thursday, Dee. 17, 1942
About noon No. 14 reported to X that he had finally

succeeded in neutralixing Nagal. Sinece many of the Issei
advisors did not seem to realize thi full signifiecance of
transmitting suech a message to Japan he suggested that it

might be 2 wise step for X to appear at the meeting and

explain to them. In such a case Nagal had offered to propose

an "emergency motion" to secure the floor for hig.(This was
necessary since X 1s not an Issel advisor). X's reaction to this
was that there was already sufficient opposition in eamp to

kill the proposal so it was an unnecessary step. Furthermore,
he preferred to remain monspieuaus.' But realizing'that
over-confidence could be as equally harmful as lack of sonfidence
both of them finally deeided to attend the couneil meeting

that afternoon. The question then arose as to whether they
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should go as bloek representatives or as individuals. They
eventually deelided to take it up with the Issel in the bloek
at a speclal meeting direetly after lunch.

Before luneh X hopped over to bloek I and reported that
both No. 14 and he would be present at the meeting. Bloek
I as a result declded to send a speelal observer also. Then
he proeseded to bloek L and acqueinted No. 7 with the change
in pleans.

In the bldek meeting held artax; Iuneh No. 14 explained
what he and X proposed to do in ease of danger of defeat. A
vote was taken and the Issel declded to send both men as speeial
bloek representatives. At that point Migushima interrupted:

"Where sre you two going anyway?" Vhen informed he simply
uttered, "Oh", and walked out of the mess hall (a politieal
faux pas on his part). To defend him an Issel got up and
explained that the resson Mizushims had not appeared st the
special meeting Sunday was that he had induced him to go
to the ironwood forest with him thet morning. He hoped that
the Issel advisor would not be blamodlror his absence. THe
further requested that when X and Ne. 14 appeared at the council
- meeting that afternoon they remember that he wes the offielal
representative of the bloek and ecoperste with him. Two or
three dissenting volces broke out rrcm the group at this point
so X proceeded to explain that he had encountered Mizushims
& daysbhefore and had asked him to work a little more since
Nagal was insistent in having the first proposal accepted.



He had replied that he ecould do nothing mofe so X had gained
his permission to go ahead and contact a few influential
persons. If the bloeck objected to their going as officlal
bloek observers they would just as soon go as individuals.
The Zssoi‘ answered that he was only working far the harmony

of"the bloek and was satisfied to have them go in an official
ea‘paeitﬁ%-—’- ¥+ Niisato, the blind Sve
of advice at this point: Uhen a flood had destroyed certain

igelist, offered a plece

sections of Imperial Valley several years ago they had requested
the Japanese goverrment to send them fifty thousand dollars
which was refused. Hence he figured it was useless to ask

for so large a sum at this time.

At the Issei Advisory Board meeting held in Sumo Headquarters
in bleek 27 that afternoon, Nagel of the Central Executive
Committee appeared extremely uneasy from the very begimning.

No. 18 of bloek N weas eonspicuously absent. About 3130
after certain routine matters had been disposed of a young
Issel advisor (X ecammot recall his name) easually inquired
whether there was any report eoncerning the Spanish eonsul
who it was rumored had visited Poston on Saturday. Nizushima
as acting chairman proceeded to enlighten him but was soon
interrupted by Nagail who asked permission to do it himself.

He then simply stated that the proposal requesting the Japanese
govermment to send them two hundred million dollars was being
withheld. He eould not tell them his real reason for making
such a request but he felt that sinece the people here would be
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destitute after the war 1t was the wise thing to do. Sinece
there sesmed to be mueh oprosition to the proposal he eonslidered
it wise to withhold it. As soon as he ceassd speaking the
Issel advﬂ.-;er from bloek A, No. 1l4's spokesman, jumped up and
began a.tt.;;l;ing the proposal from the standpoint of international
finance: that the outflow of gold o the amount of two
hundred million dollars, i.e. 860 million yen, from Japan womld
ereate an acute infternal problem; that 1t was outragecus even
to assume that sueh an outflow of gold was posaible. (He
proceeded to elaborate this point).

No. 7(X's chosen speaker) then presented his srguments:
' that when petplé of their own blood were falling ‘on the
battlefields 1t was impropur to be thinking of something so
mercenary as moﬁey %0 be sent them for rshabilitation. The
national poliey of Japan at present was: “Iehw 1_ashin

S)tud'

messhi ho% The transmission of such a proposal was
against thls prineiple. Ie then demanded retractlion.

The Issei advisor from block B followed in a similar
vein: "The 1dea of my golng out to gather ironwood is not to
make a colleection of ironwood stumps but for the training of
an iron will. “n iron will means to forbear and to rithatt;nd
whatefer sufferings that come our way., It is the Japanese
spirit to receive all sorts of persecution with a smile,
The Gentral Executive Conmittee acted without proper authority
They did not even eonsult the Issei Advisory Board. The proposal
should be retracted immediatelyl. (He spoke in a highly

emotional tone).
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Nagei replied simply: "Well, the proposal has been
retracted already". Someone inquired suspiciously: "How did
you retract 1t?" Nagal referred the question to his stpoge,
Rev. Mitani: "How did you phrase the message, Mr. Mitani?""
(Meanwhile those who had participated in the conference were
squirming uncomfortebly in their seats). Mitanl pretended to
feel his pockets saying, "Maybe I have a copy here." Then not
finding it he related that he had simply wired the Spanish
consul to retract the first proposal. He added that he had
a copy in his office and would read it to the group on another
occasion if they so desired. The representative from bloek A
jumped up exeiledly at this point and shouted: "Retraction is -
not enough. Apologize to the group". Nagal sprang up from
his chair speechlass with surprise.

At this stage the advisor from block 3 (Nagai's block)
stood up in defense of Nagal: "I wish you would interpret
the whole affair in a good-natured w ay. lr. Nagal was
greatly eoncerned with the situation that might ariée after
the war. He was worried sbout the people who would be
destitute after the war. He ascted in the sinecere bellef
that this would help the people. Please do not accuse the
 Central Executive Committee." No. 7 interrupted: "Well, if
you had said in the first place that you had retracted the
propesal I would not have said anything. Sinece you simply
said that it was being withheld, that word necessitated my
speech. (He laughed to break the tension -- even Nagal was



compelled to smile.) The representative from bloeck F
echoed: "It's okay, if it has been retracted.” No. 7
continued: "I am willing to support the Central Executive
Committee's poliey 100% but that does not mean we have to
follow it blindly. It is the duty of the Issel advisors
to point out their mistakes and ask for corrections. There is
2 tendency on the part of the Central Executive Conmlttee bo
negleet or forget our existence. From now on we won't
hesitate to oriticize their policies. Ve let it be known
that we have that right."

Negai replied in a very humble tone: "We are liable to
make mistakes although our intentions are good. After all
our experiences and our capabilities are limited. We intend
to carry on our heavy burden with your able advice and
assistance. Ve are always wilj.ing to cooperate with your
representative body. Please do not hesitate to gulde us.
I beg you to lead us with youwr great ability."

When the meeting resumed its discussion of routine matters
X sneaked out of the bullding and went around thanking
the yushi who had helped him. A 1little later he met the
Issei advisor of bloek F who confessed tc him: "Nagal '
seemed so weak I didn't want to mistreat him. Vhen a person
is down I don't want tc hit him." He added that since he
knew that the agitation agalnst the proposal started in bloeck G
and haft spread to A, B, F, he was intending to bring Nagai
to & quad meeting that night. He would aet as ehalrman and
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and let the quad people attack Nagal as much as they wished
and embarrass him into resigning from the Central Executive
Gommittee. X reminded him that he was only interessed
in the retraction of the proposal and not the sealping of
Nagal. Therefore the bringing of Nagel to the quad mot'ing
was unnecessary. |

- After the meeting X kmew that Mizushima wishe;d to resign
as Issei representative of bloek G so sought him out. He told
him: "If you do such 2 thing we shall be in a quandry. Vhat
we have done to help you has been in vain, Vhat I did day and
night was intended to further your political ‘eareer. I have
no political ambitions and I promise to support you. From now
on you must do your best for us."” Mizushima greatly touched
responded: "Alright. Instead of accusing you I should thank
you. Let me thank you from deep in my heart." (Mizushima
informed X the following night that he had a run-in v_ith the
CeE,6, members that day and they had inquired: "Do you want to
quarrel with us?" He had answered: "Sure, if you want to.

I have lots of backing." The C.E.®. Mnows that bloek G
initiated the agitation against t he proposal and is rumored
tol be afraid of 1t. X informed me with great msmt the
other day that Mizushima told him that the C.E.C. comes up to
him whenever it has something up its sleeve to sounfl out

his reaction and to request his cooperation.)
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Friday, Dee. 18, 1942

X contacted the man in ¢ha rge of telegrams in the
administration w and learned that the retraction wire
had been sent only that morning. Hence Nagail and Mitani,
as he had suspected, were lying when they c¢lalmed that the
proposal had been retracted. X, however, did not divilge
the secret to anyone lest the people become infuriasted and
molest the members of the Central Executive Committee.

That day the residents of bloeck A were still agitated and
insisted on secalping Negail. They maintained that the milk
had been spilt and mere wiping of the puddle would not
restore the liquid into the battle. They therefore sent

ads Karakane the Ji
K. Matsumoto of the Lsbor Relations Board to invite kagu
to speak at a quad meeting that night, Bleek- G, B, and F F
were rather lukewarm in their support of the plan. Negai
informed Matsumoto that there was s fumeral in his bloek that
day and was unable to accept the invitation. At the same time
he sent the Issel representative from his block to explain
the situation to the people. MlMeanwhile, 1t is rumored that
Negal contacted the Issel advisors of the quad and entreated
them to quiet the agitation.,

Voen aclugas

‘y yopa
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ANALYSIS

As fer as the administration was concerned the visit of
the Spanish econsul made only a slight impression. Here and
there according to Spilcer a few officlals cursed the Japs far
their audaeity in framing the first proposal but no one knew
or was sufficilently interested in discovering what happened
to 1t after 1t left the conference room. As far ax the Press
Bulletin was concerned the news of the Spanish consul's '
visit was restricted to the following meagre lines in
- December 15th's editlion:

Spanish Consul to Report Poston Center Prablems, Aetivities.

Senor F, de Amat, Consul of Spain representing the
government, which is the "grotective" power for Japanese interests
in the U.,”,, arrived last “aturday here to "talk with the
enemy alien evacuees" on problems regarding center activities.

The eonsul who makes the report from all relocation ¢centers
to Spain made his rounds in Poston, observing verlous
pro jeets.

From the standpoint of research the report is of
great significence since: '

1. it affords an insight into the meehanies of camp
polities, '

2. 1t gives the reason ffiy the asecendaney in power of the
Issei %dvisory Board over the Central Hxecutive Committee
enabling us to appreeciate more fully the present struggle
for existence of the Central Hxeeutive Committee (which will be
discussed in detall in the report on the aftermath of the strike

to be sent in a few days),



3. 1t explains the "rise" of Mizushima ( a politiecal
figure to wateh in the next two months) from his lowly position
afver tho strike,

4. it presents an invaluable eollection of prevalling
Issel sentiments in ecamp, and

S5« it illustrates to a certain o;tont the helplessness of
the Nisel in changing Ixsel attitudes.

1. Insight into eemp polities:

The report discusses for the most part the technique
employed by X, one of the most influential political leaders
 in attaining his ends. The small number of yushi (1literally
"oublie-spirited men") eontacted by X to aid him in swinging
publie opinion from one extreme’ to the other indleates that
there are only a very fe® really influential men in ecamp. In
faect X eonfessed to me a few days ago in a striectly confldential
conversation that only four persons (with X as eoordinator)
representing four different pre-evacuation geographical areas
are necessary to mold publie opill'lion in ecamp. Thus in any
great crisis no.l2 can be depended on to control ths Orange
county sections; no. 14, the Los "}‘ngllu groups; no. 9, the
Salinas blocks, and no. 7, the Imperial Valley areas. These
four yushi, with the exception of no. 7 whose position as
Issel advisor sometimes mossitatu his intervention in petty
polities, rarely if ever participate in polities aside from
those bearing international complications, e.g. the November
strike and the two hundred million doller ineident. The report

also bears out my n;l.iu contention that the real leaders are
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not represented in the Issel Advisory Boerd -- that many of
the block representatives are merely spokesmen or stooges for
the yushi.

An analysis of the distribution of yushi mentioned above
shows rather clear-cut geographiecal groupings ( a small cirele
after a numeral denotes that that individual is an Issei
advisor):

Bloek I -- 1, 2, 35 12.

”"'f? fBloek E - 13,

Z?" ; {Bloek Q » 9, 10,

{ Bloek O
'j Bloek Z -- 4,

Bloek L -~ 5, 6, 7.
Bloek G -~ 14, x.

Bloek R -- 11°
-8

Aeeording to X a seattered distribution of yushi 1is
highly advantageous in preventing a coalition of load_ors turning
against him. Thus 7, 12, 9, and 14 are politically unknown to
each other and the probability of their uniting against him
is rather remote. So far X's ideas have been in perfect
conformity with those of the four just mentioned so there has
been no efigse for friection to appear. It is interesting to
note that not all of the fifteen yushi eited in the report are
Issei -~ two of them, accordihg to X, are Kibei.

2. Ascendancy in power of the Issei Advisory Board:

On Friday, éoo. 4, 1942, at a meeting of the City Planning
Board, an unsuecessful coup d'etat was staged by a small mmber
of Issei ( the same group that is attempting at present to
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dethrone the Central Executive Committee) who accused the
existence of the Labor Relations :uroard as being undemoeratic
since its members had been appointed by the C.E.C,,and not the
elected by the delegates. “*t that time Hev. Miteni, the exe-
cutive secretary of the L.R.B. ,maintained that its existence
was based on demoeratie princ{l.plo: since the C.E.C, whieh had
appointed them had been elected by the 72 delegates of the
City Planning Boerd who in turn had been elected by the people
in their respective blocks. #s a result of the fiery
accusation which lasted several hours the L.R.B, and the
CeE.C. resigned but wéro returned to power by a vote of
confidence from the Nisei and the majority of Issei delegates
who feared adverse publieity from the administratiﬂ side if
they gave up in three days after formation. “t that time the
delegates promised full ecooperation and support in whatever
the C.E.C, and L.R., B, decided to do.

Page 20 of my report therefore is of great significance
since 1t indicates a complete round-sbout face in the attitude
of the Issel delegates towsrd the ¢.2.C, No. ¥'s assertion
that the I.A, B, would not hesitate from then on to eriticize
the ﬁalicios of the C.E.C, and Nagai's humble acceptance of
the fact demonstrate the rise in power of the I.A. B. over the
C.E.Cs (At present a few members of the I.A. B, led by Mizu-
shima are attempting to dethrone the C.E.C. in the hope of
attaining that position themselves. This will become more
comprehensive to you after you read my report on the aftermath
of the strike).



3. The "rise" of Mizushima:

At the begimming of the November strike Mizushima's politieal
career was at its peak but due to a faux pas he conmitted on
the first day of the strike he was branded an "Imu" or dog
and his prestige was considerably leweréd. Thus during the
strike he was only echairman of the Ground Patrol, a minor
committee of the EZmergeney Couneil. “fter the ‘strike he
was reelected Issel representative of his bloek merely because
X; the only other likely candidate, wished to remain inconspicuous

and unhampered in his politieal movements (att ach¢ment to
the I.A.B, will considerably restrict his sctions). Mizushima
again ineurred the resentment of his bloek during the two
hundreq million dollar inecident because of his passive
opposition to the first proposal and his resignation from

the I.A,B, was prevented solely because X did not wish to
replace him as the block representative. NMizushima's present
"rise” in power is based on the C.E.C.'s and the I.A,B.'s
kmowledge that the agitation against the first proposal began
in his block and spread to adjoining areas. ZAscording to X
these two hitditt Dbodies feel that he has strong baeking in
camp, especlally in his bloek.( X is wondering at present
whether 1t might, have been wiser for him to have "killed"
Vigushime politieslly at that time to have avolded the current
unpleasantness between the I.A,B, and the C,E.C, It appears
from eonversations with him that he 1s anxious to see Mizushima
rise to the very top of the C.E.C, since in all probability
Nakamura of the present C.E.C. with the aid of two or three
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kenjinkal ( prefecturasl organizetions) will dethrone him within
two months with sueh a bang that hQ will be politiecally dead
for the duration and the block will not have to be bothered
with him). .

4. Sentiment of the People:

I believe that the sentiments and sttitudes expressed
int his report are representative of a large number of Issel
in eamp, The extremely "subversive" utterances of X, however,
are not quite indiecative of his character. The time limitation
compelled him to utilize the most potent and unechallengeable
arguments to whieh as an individual he may not subseribe.

5. Nisel influence on Issel:

Pages 13 and 14 of the report indicate to some extent the
helplessness of the Niseil in changing Issel attitudes. In
this case the situation was of a more exaggerated nature than
usual sinee as a hakase (literally a FPh.P, but Prequently
employed to demote a2 person who has’had several years of
post-graduate work) she is considered one of the foremost Nisei
in camp whose opinions are generally respected., If suech an
individnalteould not sufficlently impress an Issei advi sor, who
has the highest regard for her to change his attitude one ecan
appreciate the apparent timidity of the Nisel council in the

face of Issel ovposition.

))W /0, P Sl g



KEY

Hereafter in reports of a confldentlal nature the same
alphabetical letters will be assigned to the blocks and the
same numerals to the individuals mentioned in this report.
Thus bloek G will always be block 45, and no. 14 will always
be the same individual in block 45.

Blooks
A -~ 35 N -- 60
B - 36 0 --5
C -- 37 P --13
D - 38 Q == 16
E == 39 R - 185
F == 46 $ - 17
G -- 45 T -- 18
H -- 44 U == 32
P ¥ows'g
J == 42 W e
K = 53 X «=28
L -- 50 Y -- 26
M -- 54 Z -= 12
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SHEARINGS ¢

Procedure

Unfortunately at the present time 1t is
nee tno be releasad to a relocation centel
avorable rehearing of his case. Apnll,—tlﬁﬂ
ing mzy be made the inters member of his AT
snd tn the Unlted States Attorney who handled the
ingtbance. hnuald be accnmnatfﬂd by sustantial
pnatinn 1 he form of letters or affidavits from
a good knowledge of the subj
: i to the Tnited Sta +e,.
nlace for flling the avplication,
Enamy Control Unit, in Washingto
the name and address m€ *%e s A#tﬁ;n@v
the Tn ceneral case of an internee cannot
seopened unless tThe an“licatiot and supporting papers clearly
either new J int out important aspects of the
cacge wwich were nnt ¢ hluq- ad a bhe firgat hearing. The appli-
cant shonld neotlf he T;knﬁ ﬁu Justice, Alien Enemy Control
it of the f133pe of ¥ 8y teatlion with the Thlted States
Attorney.
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Delay in considering apoll stinns and conduecting rehearings.

An investieration has revealed fhﬁf *ﬁmrﬂ
whieh create an nnavoldsble delay a.*ja: ﬂ"“li—
cationa. The procedure for obtal e
the petition be forwarded y the 11ited StdteL A,tnlne
t~» be passed on by him before 3 ,omﬂuﬁicated to the Depart-
went of Justice. Some time 1s ne sarily consumed in this pro-
ss. Since the internment cambs ara situated at considerabls
{stances from some of the United States Attorney's districts,
is necessary that numbar of cases be accumlated before the
incs can be hald, Tn the nrocess of aceumlating these
the Tnited Sta Attornev not infrequently sils %o
Iﬁﬂa1 st1tl-ms until the cases can be exanlned and
%ﬂ“liﬂlti“ﬁs receive dus atbtention and
nramntness as the situation permlits.
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An investleation has revealed that the appnropriste American au-
thnhritles are of the opinion that no rule of general appllcatim
oaq be made with regard to thisg wdfﬁﬂr, since the enlistment or
’f?]ﬂd of a snn dnes not necessarily re:lect the abtlitude of
A pracedure has been establisghed, however, by which
any interned alien enemy will be carefully reccnside—
ta release or narnle upon receint of information t!
gon has joinad the armed forces of the 1nited 8tate
umataneas of a would seem to justify sueh acti
glegass will be
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Vigits of 1limited duration are permitted, but must
be aporoved in advance by the 0fficer in Charge,
Children who do not enter ths camp ﬂav visit relatives
whn are interned, under certain spneclfied cnnﬂ1+ionq.
vlgits by those in reslascation center; will be con-
upon anproval of leave for such purposes by
center proj et direc tor,

Departure-As a genseral policy a person accepting voluntary in-
ternment wlll not be permitted to leave the camp while
the Interned member of the family remains in that
status. However, In exceptinnsgl 'cases, appllication to

depart from the ecamp wlll be sccepted, approval to ‘be

based on the merits of each individanl appllcation.
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Property  are sm=zll and the sbace ! which personal property
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