
NOTES ON SEL ECTI VE SERVI CE REGI STRATI ON 

Backgr ound Dat a 

Nov . 17, 1942 

The counc i l men r epo r t ed t o t hei r  bl o c k s at  supper t i me t hat  

t he t hr ee J apanes e s er geant s f r om Camp Savage woul d meet  a l l  

t hose i n t er es t ed i n en l i s t i ng i n t hei r  l anguage schoo l  at  t he 

bl o c k 22 s h i bai  s t age t hat  ev en i ng. At  t hat  t i me t hey es p ec i a l l y 

enc our aged I s s e i  t o be pr es ent  t o a l l ay any s us p i c i o n on t hei r  par t . 

The meet i ng commenced about  8: 00 P . M. wi t h an audi enc e of  appr oxi -

mat el y 300 t o 350. The J un Ni s e i  wer e conspi cuous i n t hei r  abs enc e, 

t he cr owd bei ng pr edomi nant l y composed of  I s s e i  and K i b e i . The 

ser geant s spoke i n J apanes e exp l a i n i ng t hei r  mi s s i o n and emphas i zed 

t he gr eat  d i f f i c u l t y t he Ar my was exper i enc i ng i n f i nd i ng s o l d i er s 

wel l  v er s ed i n J apanes e. As p ub l i c i z ed i n L i f e and The Reader ' s 

Di ges t  t her e wer e ext r emel y f ew Cauc as i ans who c oul d r ead and wr i t e 

J apanese so t he U . S . gover nment  was appeal i ng t o t he N i s e i , es pec i a l l y 

t he K i b e i , f o r  h e l p . ĥey exp l ai ned t hat  t hei r  syst em was t o send 

a K i bei  and a J un Ni s e i  t oget her  i nt o t he f i e l d , t he K i bei  t r ans -

l a t i ng J apanes e i nt o n̂ g l i s h , and t he Ni s ei  v i c e v er s a . The under -

l y i ng i ns i nuat i o n as i n t er p r et ed by t he audi enc e was t hat  t he U . S . 

ar my c oul d not  t r us t  t he K i bei  but  t hey wer e i nd i s pens abl e bec aus e 

of  t he i r  mas t er y of  J apanes e. 

in 
x he ques t i ons f r om t he audi enc e came mos t l y f r om t he K i b e i . 

One i nd i v i dua l  who had been di s c har ged f r om Camp Rober t s i mmedi at el y 

af t er  Dec . 7 wi s hed t o know t he r eas on f o r  h- * s d i s c har ge. One of  

t he ser geant s met i c u l o us l y expl ai ned t hat  t he commandi ng o f f i c er  of  

each camp had t he d i s c r et i o n t o do wha  ̂ he c o ns i der ed wi s es t  and 
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had ac t ed accor di ngl y -  The K i bei  c ont i nued r e l en t l es s l y : "Do n ' t  

you t h i nk i t  f unny t hat  t hey s û l d want  us agai n af t er  d i s c har gi ng 

us onc e? " The ser geant  evaded t he ques t i o n . 

Anot her  K i bei  i nq u i r ed : " I f  we j oi ned, t he l anguage schoo l  

( t he s er geant s had c ar ef u l l y exp l a i ned t hat  Camp Savage was a 

l anguage schoo l  and not  an i n t e l l i genc e s c hoo l ) and per f or med t he 

dut i es as s i gned t o u s , what  wi l l  our  s t at us be af t er  t he war  bec ause 

I  know we c an ' t  r et ur n t o J apan and t he J apanes e communi t y i n Amer i ca 

wi l l  not  accept  u s . " One of  t he s o l d i er s r ep l i ed : "Af t er  a l l  our  

sons and daught er s wi l l  r emai n i n Amer i c a and t h i s i s t he t i me t o 

show our  p a t r i o t i s m. " At  t h i s po i nt  an o l d man i n t he audi ence 

shout ed I r r i t a b l y : "Y o s e, y o s e, bak ay a r o i ", whi c h f r ee l y t r ans l at ed 

woul d amount  t o "St o p your  c hat t er i ng , you god damn f o o l i  ; 

The at mospher e was de f i n i t e l y ant ago ni s t i c t owar d t he poor  

J apanes e s er geant s . Peopl e ar ound me wer e t r y i ng t o t h i nk up 

ques t i ons t hat  mi ght  embar r ass t hem. On- ) S q u i r e d i f  t he s er geant s 

expec t e* t o \  e c mi s s i o ned ev ent ua l l y . One of  t hem ans wer ed: 

"On l y t he Cauc as i ans ar e c ommi s s i oned." The same i nd i v i dua l  

c o nt i nued: "Do you t h i nk t hat :*s f a i r ? " He r ep l i ed : "T h a t ' s t he 

sor t  of  t h i ng we ' r e f i gh t i n g aga i ns t . I  do n ' t  c ons i der  i t  f a i r  

my s e l f . " Anot her  as k ed: "Do we go out  t o f i g h t ? " One of  t he 

s o l d i er s i nt i mat ed t hat  as soon as t hey wer e s u f f i c i en t l y t r a i ned 

t hey woul d be f l o wn t o t he Sol omons or  t o some ot her  l o c a l i t y 

i n t he sout"H- "- *)°t  P ac i f i c wher e t hey woul d be at t ac hed t o head-

quar t er s t o ac t  as i n t er p r et er s when J apanes e pr i s o ner s wer e br ought  

i n or  t o t r ans l at e d i a r i e s , f i e l d i n s t r uc t i o ns , e t c . f ound on 

c o r ps es . & v o i c e i n t er r up t ed: M l h a t ' s spy wor k i s n ' t  i t ? " The 

s er geant s def ended t hems el v es : "No , bec aus e t hey s i mpl y t r ans l at e 
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mat er i a l  br ought  i n and do not  ac t ual l y go t o t he ot her  s i de 01 

t he l i n e . " 

X who was s t andi ng bes i de me r emar ked t hat  t he ser geant s d i d 

not  have s u f f i c i en t  command of  t he l anguage t o be abl e t o t r ans l at e 

or  t o ques t i o n J apanes e p r i s o ner s . He mai nt ai ned t hat  t hei r  

J apanes e was c h i l d i s h . The s o l d i er s appear ed t o bel o ng t o t he 

"r ah- r ah" t ype us ua l l y f ound on a c o l l ege campus . X v o i c ed sympat hy 

f o r  t hem bec aus e t hey wer e s i mpl y c ar r y i ng out  t hei r  dut i es and 

f e l t  t hat  t he r es i dent s i ns t ead of  hec k l i ng t hem s houl d cooper at e 

wi t h t hem. 

Ac c o r di ng t o r epo r t s at  l eas t  f o r t y i nd i c at ed a des i r e t o 

en l i s t  at  Gamp Savage at  t he t i me r epr es ent at i v e counc i l men f r om 

t he t hr ee un i t s met  wi t h t he s er geant s and i n t er es t ed i nd i v i dua l s 

d i r ec t l y af t er  Di l l o n My er ' s speech i n t he mor ni ng but  ha l f  dr opped 

out  l at er  when t hey wer e i nf or med t hat  t hey woul d be sent  t o t he 

f r o n t , '- '�he s t r i k e whi ch commenced t he mor ni ng af t er  t he meet i ng 

al s o i n t i mi dat ed a f ew i n t o r emai ni ng i n camp and. onl y seven wer e 

r epo r t ed t o have ac t ua l l y l e f t  f o r  Gamp Sqv age. 

Dec . 11, 1942 

Sho r t l y af t er  t he r et ur n of  t he t hr ee r epr es ent at i v es t o t he 

J AGL c onv ent i on i n Sa l t  L ake Ci t y i n November  a s t r ong movement  was 

i n i t i a t ed i n âmp I I  l ar gel y t hr ough t he ef f o r t s of  Tac hi bana and 

h i s ant i - admi n i s t r at i o n c l i que t o oopose t he r esol Li t mon pas s ed by 

t he J ACL p r o t es t i ng t he r e e i a s s i f l c a t i o n o f  N l s e l  t o 4 _ c . 

gr oup dr af t ed t he f o l l o wi ng s t at ement  whi ch was appr oved by bl oc k s 

207, 208, 209, 215 and 216 and f o r c ed Sabur f t  K i do t o s i gn i t : 
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We, Sabur o K i do , T.G- . I s h i mar u , and Susum.u T o gas ak i , who 
at t ended t he J ACL c onf er enc e at  Sa l t  Lake Ci t y i n Ut ah , d i d not  
r epr es ent  anyone but  o ur s e l v es , ĥe r es o l u t i o n o bj ec t i ng t o 
r ec l a s s i f i c a t i o n of  a l l  Ni s e i  as 4- C t hat  was pas s ed t her ef o r e does 
not  appl y t o peopl e of  P os t on, A r i z o na . I  wi l l  t ak e s t eps t o r e-
t r ac t  t h i s r es o l u t i o n as f ar  as t he r es i dent s ar e c onc er ned. 

Dec . 11, 1942 
/ s / Sabur o K i do 

Subs equent l y t he same gr oup dr ew up anot her  s t at ement  at  a 

quad meet i ng at t ended by r es i dent s o f  bl oc k s 211, 213 and 214 

and agai n compel l ed K i do t o s i gn i t : 

V/e wi l l  be wi l l i n g t o j o i n t he r es o l u t i o n of  t he J ACL pr ot es t -
i ng r ec as s i f i c a t i o n t o 4- C p r o v i d i ng t he U . S . gover nment  v / i l l  
r ec o gn i ze a l l  of  our  c o ns t i t u t i o na l  and c i v i l  r i gh t s as Amer i c an 
c i t i z ens by gr ant i ng p r i v i l eges t o c i t i z ens and a l i en par ent s t o 
r et ur n t o t hei r  o r i g i na l  p l ac es p r i o r  t o ev ac uat i o n, and t hat  t he 
U . S . gover nment  wi l l  r ei mbur s e us on l o s s es i nc ur r ed bec aus e of  
ev ac uat i o n . 

Dec . 14, 1942 
/ s / Sabu.r o K i do . 

About  t h i s t i me i t  was r epo r t ed t hat  Tac hi bana and h i s gang 

wer e do i ng ev er y t h i ng po s s i b l e t o d i s c r e d i t  Ki do and t he J ACL . 

¿'hey not  onl y p l ant ed p i c k et s t o pr event  peo p l e f r om at t endi ng quad 

meet i ngs t o hear  K i do T s v er s i o n of  t he s t o r y but  ac t ual l y c aused 

mi nor  di s t ur banc es at  t he meet i ngs t o br eak t hem up . 

Meanwhi l e i n Camp I  a smal l  gr oup of  about  t en t o f i f t e e n 

i nd i v i dua l s was qui t e ac t i v e t r y i ng t o s o l i c i t  ai d t o t hei r  

o ppo s i t i o n t o t he J ACL r es o l u t i o n . The s t r onges t  ag i t a t i o n seemed 

t o come f r om t he no r t heas t er n s ec t i o n of  camp, p ar t i c u l a r l y b l  cl cs 

3 and 4. A he r es i dent s i n camp as a who l e, however , wer e r at her  

i nd i f f e r en t  t o t he ac t i v i t y , ' ĥe I s s e i  at t i t ude appear ed t o be t hat  

t hey wer e enemy a l i ens and t her ef o r e t h i s was r at her  a t i c k l i s h or  

del i c at e pr obl em f o r  t hem t o become i nv o l v ed i n . X at  t he t i me was 

handi ng out  t he f o l l o wi ng adv i c e when appr oached on t he pr obl em: 
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To J . s s ei : "Do n ' t  expr es s any o p i n i o n . I t  i s not  ova? bus i nes s . 11 

To N i s e i ; "T h i s i s none o f  our  bus i nes s as I s s e i . I f  I  wer e 

a N i s e i , ho wev er , I  woul d s ay , 'Be p a t r i o t i c . Ser v e 
your  c o u n t r y . 1 ' 

To K i b e i : "T hey wo n ' t  t ak e y ou anyway so i t ' s bes t  t o r emai n 
qu i et  t o p r ev ent  r a i s i n g a s t i n k * " 

X ma i n t a i ned t hat  i f  t he "a g i t a t o r s " f e l t  t hat  t he t h r ee r ep r es en t a t i v es 

had o v er s t epped t h e i r  au t ho r i t y t hey s ho ul d ques t i o n t hem i ns t ead of  

a t t ac k i ng t he r e s o l u t i o n f o r mu l at ed by r ep r es en t a t i v es o f  o t her  

N i s e i  i n t he c o unt r y . 

At  t he I s s e i  Adv i s o r y Bo ar d meet i ng h e l d on Dec . 17, 1942 

t her e was some t a l k t hat  t he mat t er  s ho u l d be i n v es t i g a t ed . A 

j o i n t  meet i ng o f  t he t wo c o unc i l s was t her ef o r e p l anned f o r  Monday , 

^e c . 21 , t o t l âsh out  t he pr obem and t o d i s c us s p a r t i c u l a r l y t he 
A 

s t at ement  dr awn up by â c h i bana and h i s gang i n âmp I I  whi c h had 

been f o r war ded t o t he Un i t  I  c o unc i l  f o r  c o n s i de r a t i o n . I n t he 

meant i me t he Cent r a l  E xec u t i v e Commi t t ee whi c h ex h i b i t ed gr eat  

ant ago ni s m t o war d t he r e s o l u t i o n had c r os s - exami ned t he t h r ee J ACL 

r ep r es en t a t i v es who had f i r ml y i n s i s t e d t hat  t hey had gone t o t he 

Sa l t  L ak e Co nv ent i o n as per sonal , r ep r es en t a t i v es and not  as r epr e-

s en t at i v es of  t he peo p l e o f  P o s t o n . I t  i s r ep o r t ed t hat  t he C . E . C . 

as k ed a number  of  per s o na l  ques t i o ns such a s , " I f  you ar e d r a f t ed 

wi l l  y ou s er v e your  c o unt r y ? " ĥe r ep r es en t a t i v e answer  came f r om 

K i d o : " I  s h a l l  be pr o ud and g l ad t o s er v e my c o unt r y . As f a r  as 

my p er s o na l  c o nv i c t i o ns ar e c o nc er ned I  t ook t he c o r r ec t  s t ep at  

Sa l t  L ak e u i t y . I  b e l i ev e f i r ml y i n t he r e s o l u t i o n . " I t  i s c l ai med 

t hat  Y ah i r o ( J un N i s e i ) and Naf camur a ( I s s e i ) wer e t he gr eat es t  

at t ac k er s du r i ng t he i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

At  t he j o i n t  meet i ng o f  t he c o unc i l s i t  was o r i g i n a l l y p l anned 

t o exo ner at e o n l y I s h i mar u , f o r mer  c hai r man o f  t he T . G . C . , but  a l l  
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t hr ee wer e c a l l ed on t he c ar pet . At  t hat  t i me a commi t t ee was 

appo i nt ed t o f ur t her  i nv es t i gat e t he mat t er . I n a subsequent  

c o unc i l  meet i ng I s h i mar u was c ompl et el y exoner at ed and h i s r es i gnat i o n 

f r om t he c o unc i l  was not  ac c ept ed. The f i n a l  dec i s on of  t he 

commi t t ee was t o l et  t he r es o l u t i o n s t and as dr af t ed wi t hout  mak i ng 

any f o r mal  p r o t es t . 

ĥ i s i n b r i e f  pr epar es t he s t age f o r  t he s e l ec t i v e s er v i c e 

r eg i s t r a t i o n whi c h commenced i n Pos t on on F eb . 10. 

SEL ECTI VE SERVI CE REGI STRATI ON 

J an . 28, 1943 
� w 

The U . S . Ar my on t h i s announced p l ans f o r  a combat  un i t  o± 
A 

l oy al  J apanese Amer i c ans t o be r ec r u i t ed f r om r e l o c at i o n c ent er s 

and Hawai i , ĥe paper s c ar r i ed t he s t at ement  t ha t̂  Sec r et ar y of  

�v'ar  Henr y St i mson had dec l ar ed t hat  t he dec i s i o n t o o r gani ze a 

J apanese Amer i c an combat  un i t  i nc l ud i ng i n f an t r y , a r t i l l e r y , eng i neer , 

and medi c al  per s o nnel  was bas ed on t he "i nher ent  r i gh t  of  ever y 

c i t i z en , r egar d l es s of  anc es t r y , t̂ o bear  ar ms i n t he n a t i o n ' s b a t t l e . " 

F eb . 9, 1945 

L t . J ohn Bo l t o n , c apt ai n of  t he ar my t eam whi ch had ar r i v ed 

t he day bef o r e t o a i d i n t he r eg i s t r a t i o n of  a l l  mal e c i t i z ens above 

t he age of  17, addr es s ed r es i dent s of  Un i t  I I I  at  a mass meet i ng i n 

t he af t er noon t o exp l a i n h i s mi s s i o n . A t  t hat  t i me he del i v er ed t he 

f o l l o wi ng speech whi ch was s ubs equent l y r er ead i n Un i t s I I  and I ; 

We ar e her e on a mi s s i o n whi ch wi l l  be made p l a i n t o you  ̂
wi t h i n t he next  f ew mi nut es . bome ques t i o nnai r es ar e t o be d i s t r i -
but ed among you and what  i s s a i d her e i s by way of  exp l a i n i ng 
what  use t he gover nment  i nt ends t o make o f  t hem. 

Our  mi s s i o n i s not  an exper i ment  but  mar ks t he r ad i c a l  ext ens i o n 



and br oadeni ng of  a po l i c y whi c h has al ways i nt ended t hat  ways 
shoul d be f ound t o r et ur n you t o a nor mal  way of  l i f e . 

P r es ent at i o ns such as t h i s one ar e bei ng made s i mul t aneous l y 
at  a l l  of  t he r e l o c at i o n c ent er s over  t he U . S . A l l  c i t i z ens i n t h i s 
c ount r y who ar e of  J apanes e bl o o d ar e bei ng t o l d t he same t h i ngs . 

The ef f o r t  i s not  a campai gn or  a dr i v e but  i s an at t empt  t o 
f i n d a wor kabl e s o l u t i o n f o r  t he acut e war t i me pr obl em of  one po r t i on 
of  our  po pu l at i o n . I t s f undament al  ' g p̂ o s e i s t o put  your  s i t uat i o n 
on a. p l ane whi c h i s c o ns i s t ent  wi t h t he d i gn i t y of  "mer i c an 
c i t i z en s h i p . 

��'hat  i s sadbi g done i s bei ng done wi t h t he aut ho r i t y of  t he 
gover nment  of  t he Un i t ed St at es and wi t h t he appr oval  of  t he War  

epar t ment . But  whet her  i i r î s T o be s uc c es s f u l  wi l l  depend f i n a l l y 
upon t he v o l unt ar y ac t s of  f r ee Amer i c an c i t i z en s . 

You may obj ec t  t hat  t h i s - -  your  l i f e her e - -  i s not  f r eedom. 
The c i r c ums t anc es wer e not  of  your  own c ho o s i ng, t hough i t  i s t r ue 
t hat  t he maj o r i t y of  you and of  your  f ami l i es ac c ept ed t he r es t r i c t i o ns 
p l ac ed on your  l i f e wi t h l i t t l e compl ai nt  and wi t hout  dev i at i ng 
f r om l o y al t y t o t he Un i t ed St a t es . 

I n any t i me of  c r i s i s , however , when nat i o na l  s ur v i v a l  pr es ent s 
i t s e l f  as t he al l - i mpor t ant  i s s u e , t he bes t  i n t er es t s of  t he f ew 
must  somet i mes be t empor ar i l y s ac r i f i c ed or  d i s r egar ded f o r  what  
seems t he good of  t he may . 'xne pr oof  of  a n a t i o n ' s good f a i t h i s 
t o be f ound i n whet her  i t  moves t o r es t o r e f u l l  p r i v i l eges at  t he 
ear l i es t  o ppo r t uni t y . 

Admi t t edl y t h i s pas t  yea  ̂ has been f o r  you a per i o d of  c ons i der abl e 
har ds h i p and gr eat  anx i et y , �'�hat  was bec aus e war  came t o t he U . S . 
and i mposed ext r ao r di nar y bur dens upon a l l  of  i t s c i t i z e n s . Our  
c i t i z ens ever ywher e f e e l  t hes e bur dens i nc r eas i ng l y . Your  own 
bur dens have d i f f e r ed f r om t hose of  t he maj o r i t y of  our  po pul at i o n 
i n k i nd and i n degr ee, b r i ng i ng you per haps gr eat er  angui s h of  mi nd. 
The dec i s i o ns whi ch l ed t o your  pr es ent  s i t uat i o n wer e s t udi ed as 
c ar ef u l l y as t he r us h of  event s per mi t t ed, and t he s t eps t ak en wer e 
i n t he i n t er es t  of  nat i o na l  s ec ur i t y and i n behal f  of  your  per s onal  
s af et y . You ar e awar e of  t he r eas ons f o r  what  was done. 

Hot  a l l  J apanes e - Amer i cans ar e l o y al  t o t hei r  gover nment � Not  
a l l  member s of  any gr oup of  our  po pul at i o n - -  even t hose whose 
anc es t o r s came hgr e hundr eds of  y ear s ago - -  ar e f u l l y l o y al  t o 
t hei r  c ount r y . hat  i s so bec aus e our s i s a f r ee s o c i et y per mi t t i ng 
t he i nd i v i dua l  o f t en t o choose i n what  measur e he wi l l  c ont r i but e 
t o t he common good. I n a l l  gr oups t her e ar e i nd i v i dua l s who wi l l  
not  accept  any o b l i gat i o n t o t he l and whi ch gi v es t hem t hei r  o ppo r t uni t y . 
�Vher ever  you f i n d t hem and what ever  t he i r  bl ood may be , t hey ar e t he 
d i s l o y a l  o nes . 

�'hen war  came bet ween J apan and t he Un i t ed t̂ a t es , t her e wer e 
i mmedi at el y t wo d i f f i c u l t  pr obl ems f o r  our  gover nment  i n c onnec t i on 
wi t h t hat  par t  of  i t s po pu l at i o n whi c h i s of  J apanes e b l o o d . The 
f i r s t  was how t o deal  f a i r l y wi t h t he l o y al  c i t i z en ISho wi s hes onl y 
t o ser ve t h i s c ount r y . i h e second was how t o pr o t ec t  t h i s nat i o n 
f r om t he ac t s of  t hose who ar e not  l o y a l . 

T her ef o r e, u n t i l  a b e t t e r  way c oul d be f o und, a gener al  po l i c y 
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had t o be f o l l o wed whi c h i n t he l o ng r un has 110 doubt ed t es t ed 
s ev er el y t he l o y al t y , of  t ho s e among y ou who wi s hed onl y t o s er v e 
t he Un i t ed S t a t es , 

Of  t h a t , t he gover nment  has been awar e, but  one r i s k or  t he 
o t her  had t o be t ak en , a d̂ i t  seemed bes t  t o c ount  upon t he con-
t i n u i n g l o Ay a l t y o f  t ho s e whose hear t s and mi nds wer e wi t h t h i s 
c ount r y r a t her  t han t o ac c ept  t he danger  f r om t he d i s l o y a l  ac t s of  
t hos e who wer e no t  s o . I t  i s f el t  t hat  be f o r e any change i s 
made and be f o r e you;.1 ar e as k ed t o make any new dec i s i o ns t hes e 
wor ds i n ex p l anat i o n ar e owed t o y o u . 

Vi /hat  i s want ed by your  gover nment  i s t hat  your  s t r engt h s ha l l  
be added t o t hat  o f  t he r e s f  " n a t i o n i  ̂ i t s p r es ent  f i g h t  
wi t h i t s enemi es and t hat  ways s h a l l  be f o und t o r es t o r e you as 
qu i c k l y as may be t o your  nor mal  and r i g h t f u l  s har e i n t he p r es ent  
l i f e and wor k of  t he peo p l e of  t he Un i t ed S t a t e s . 

T h i s does not  mean a pr o mi s e of  any r e l i e f  f r om wor r y and 
h a r d s h i p , f o r  t hes e wi l l  c o nt i nue f o r  a l l  o f  us u n t i l  t he"war  i s won. 
But  i t  does mean t hat  susrh har ds h i p s as y o u ar e now ex p er i enc i ng 
wi l l  be g r adua l l y r ep l ac ed by t he same har ds h i p s whi c h ar e now 
be i ng exper i enc ed by o t her  Amer i c an f ami l i e s - -  t he har ds h i p s o f  
s ay i ng goodbye t o your  f ami l y when you l eav e home t o f i g h t  f o r  t he 
U . S . and t he har ds h i p of  get t i ng a l o ng wi t ho ut  many t h i ngs whi c h 
Amer i c ans hav e al way s r egar ded as n e c e s s i t i e s . 

Amer i c ans of  J apanes e b l o o d ar e want ed t o f i g h t  f o r  t he U . S . 
l i k e any o t her  c i t i z e n s , �'�hey ar e want ed f o r  combat  dut y wher e 
t hey ar e bes t  s u i t ed f o r  war  wo r k , '"hey ar e want ed bec aus e t he 
gover nment  and t he /f r my ar e c o nv i nc ed o f  t h e i r  l o y a l t y . A n d t hey 
ar e x s i  Y/ant ed no t  l es s bec aus e of  t h e i r  a b i l i t y as s o l d i e r s and 
as c i t i z en s do i ng u s e f u l  wor k f o r  t he Amer i c an communi t y . You hav e 
s uper i o r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r  t he k i nd o f  s er v i c e i n wh i c h i t  i s 
i n t ended t o us e y o u . 

Thes e ar e among t he pr i mar y pur po s es of  t he ques t i o nna i r e 
whi c h i s t o be exec ut ed by y o u . Thos e who ar e wi l l i n g and ar e 
l o y a l , of  mi l i t a r y age and p h y s i c a l l y f i t , ar e be i n g as k ed t o 
v o l unt eer  f o r  i n du c t i o n i n t o t he r̂ my of  t he Un i t ed S t a t e s , ' ĥose 
who ar e l o y a l  but  f o r  some r eas o n ar e not  q u a l i f i e d f o r  mi l i a r y 
s er v i c e - -  t he young men and t h young women - -  wi l l  be g i k̂ n fehe 
o ppo r t un i t y t o suppor t  t he war  e f f o r t  by wor k on t he home f r o n t . 

The maj or  pur pos e of  what  i s be i n g done h e r e , ho wev er , i s t h i s : 
Ther e ar e ŝ ome i n d i v u du a l s i n t h i s c ent er  whose t i e s wi t h t he 
J apanes e m̂p i r e ar e such as t o d i s q u a l i f y t hem f o r  p o s i t i o n s of  t us t  
i n t h i s c o unt r y . T h i s does not  mean t hat  t hey wi l l "- not  be t r eat ed 
humanel y but  i t  does mean t hat  i t  woul d be unwi s e f or . t h i s gover nment  
i n t h i s t i me o f  c r i s i s t o g i v e t hem an o r »po r t un i t y t o endanger  
n a t i o n a l  s ec u r i t y . T h er e f o r e , s t eps must  be t ak en t o det er mi ne 
t hos e i n d i v i d u a l s i n whom t he Un i t ed St a t es c an p l ac e f u l l  t r us t  
and c o n f i den c e . T h e q ues t i o nna i r e i s a means t o t hat  end. 

"o u r  gover nment  woul d not  t ak e t hes e s t eps un l es s i t  i n t ended 
t o go f u r t her  i n r es t o r i n g you t o a no r mal  p l ac e i n t he l i f e of  t he 
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c ount r y , wi t j j  t he p r i v i l eges and o bl i gat i o ns of  ot her  Amer i can 
c i t i z en s . The i nv i t a t i o n t o t he young men her e t o vo l unt eer  i s 
s i mpl y a t ok en of  i t s good f a i t h and f ur t her  i n t er es t . 

As was t he case wi t h a l l  o t her  Amer i cans of  mi l i a t r y age who 
wer e f i r s t  gi ven t he chance t o vo l unt eer  f o r  s er v i c e , and i f  t hey 
d i d not  so v o l unt eer  wer e t hen i nduc t ed i nt o t he Ar my v i a t he 
Se l ec t i v e Ser v i c e , i t  i s cont empl at ed t hat  i n t he nor mal  pr oc ess 
of  bu i l d i n g our  Ar my, t hose among you who do not  vo l unt eer  but  ar e 
of  t he r i gh t  age and phy s i c a l l y f i t  wi l l  pr obabl y be t aken i nt o 
t he mi l i t a r y s er v i c e i n due t i me. 

Ai at  i s a par t  of  s har i ng t he l o t  of  t he gener al  po pul at i o n 
of  t h i s c ount r y . You woul d not  want  t hat  you woul d be t r eat ed 
d i f f e r en t l y t han ot her  Amer i c ans . Un i v er s al  s er v i c e i s now t he 
nat i o na l  po l i c y and i n t he l ong r un t her e i s no bet t er  way t o 
appor t i on our  pr es ent  mi l i t a r y r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . 

However , t he p l an now bei ng cont empl at ed i s t hat  Amer i cans of  
J apanes e bl ood wi l l  be f or med i nt o t hei r  own combat  t eam. You may 
want  t o know why i t  i s bei ng done t h i s way . The r eas o n i s t hat  i f  
your  s t r engt h wer e d i f f u s ed t hr ough t he Ar my of  t he Un i t ed t̂ at es 
- -  as has al r eady been done wi t h many ot her  A m e r i c a n s 0 f  your  bl ood - -
r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e account  woul d be t ak en of  your  ac t i o n . You woul d 
be i mpor t ant  onl y as man- power  - -  no t h i ng mor e. But  u n i t ed , and 
wor k i ng t o get her , you woul d become a symbol  of  somet hi ng gr eat er  
t han your  i nd i v i dua l  s e l v es , and t he ef f ec t  woul d be f e l t  bot h i n 
t he Un i t ed St at es and abr o ad. A n ot her  Amer i cans woul d l ong r e-
member  what  you had done f o r  t he c ount r y , and you woul d be a l i v i n g 
r epr oac h t o t hose who have been p r e j ud i c ed agai ns t  you bec aus e of  
your  J apanes e b l o o d , âr i  i t  be doubt ed t hat  s Woul d mean a 
gr eat l y i mp/\ v̂ed r e l a t i o ns h i p bet ween you a r̂ l  a l l  ot her  par t s of  t he 
Amer i can po pul at i o n i n t he pos t  - war  per i od? To t he nat i o ns 
abr oad, and es p ec i a l l y t o t he peopl es of  t he E as t , you woul d 
pr ov i de t ê measur e o f  t he s o l i dar i t y of  peopl e who get  t oget her  
i n t he name of  democr acy . 

Ac c o r d i ng l y , you wi l l  be gi v en t he same pay and t he same chance 
f o r  advancement  as ot her  Amer i c an s o l d i e r s . As you pr ove y o ur s el f  
q u a l i f i ed f o r  o f f i c e r s h i p , you wi l l  be g i v en t r a i n i ng f o r  
commi ss i oned s er v i c e and t he onl y l i mi t s whi ch wi l l  be p l ac ed upon 
how many of  you ar e advanced t o commi ss i oned gr ade wi l l  be det er mi ned 
by your  wi l l i ngnes s and a b i l i t y . I t  i s r ec o gn i zed t hat  i n po i nt  of  
apt i t ude f o r  mi l i t a r y s er v i c e by r eas o n not  onl y of  your  nat ur a l  
ab i l i t y but  of  your  educ at i o n , many of  you ar e s u i t ab l e o f f i c er  
mat er i a l . I t  was be l i ev ed t hat  you woul d want  a s t r ai ght f o r war d 
p r es ent at i o n of  t h i s new pr opos al  by t he gover nment , and t her ef o r e 
t he exp l anat i o n of  t he p l an beh i nd t he ques t i o nnai r e has been made 
as s i mpl y as p o s s i b l e . 

I t  i s not  nec es s ar y f o r  me t o appeal  t o t he l o y al t y of  t hose 
who ar e l o y a l . 

I f  t her e ar e any ques t i ons i n your  mi nds wi t h r egar d t o t he 
p o l i c y or  t o t he ques t i o nnai r e , we wi l l  t r y t o answer  t hem dur i ng 
our  s t ay her e at  t he c ent er . 
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F eb . 10- 12, 1945 

The r eg i s t r a t i o n of  a l l  mal e c i t i z ens above t he age of  i v 

began i n Uni t  I I I  on Wednesday mor ni ng, ~eb. 10 and was compl et ed 

by F r i day , eb . 12. At  t he c l os e of  t he t h i r d day i t  was r epo r t ed 

by s emi - o f f i c i a l  sour ces t hat  onl y 68 had i nd i c at ed a des i r e t o 

v o l unt eer  f o r  t he U . S . Ar my. Roku 6 (a r o k u c o ns i s t s of  6 bl o c k s ) 

whi c h i s al most  en t i r e l y composed of  San Di egans f r om Sant a An i t a 

i s r eput ed t o have c o nt r i but ed at  l eas t  f i f t y v o l unt eer s . 

Dur i ng t he r eg i s t r a t i o n i n Uni t  I I I  t hr ee boys became t empor ar i l y 

der anged and had t o be f o r c e f u l l y h o s p i t a l i z ed . Ac c o r di ng t o r umor s 

t hes e boys who r anged f r om 24 t o 26 « êar s of  age v o l unt eer ed f o r  

t he Ar my wi t hout  t hei r  par ent s 1 knowl edge and wer e s ev er el y r epr i -

manded when t hey i nf o r med t hem of  t hei r  ac t i o n . - "/hen t hey at t empt ed 

t o c anc el  t hei r  i n t en t i o n t he next  mo r n i ng. t hey wer e t o l d by L t . 

Bo l t o n t hat  t hei r  names had al r eady been sent  t o Washi ngt on 

and i t  was t oo l at e t o wi t hdr aw. As a r es u l t  of  t hei r  par en t s ' 

c ont i nuous naggi ng t hey became t empor ar i l y i ns ane and had t o be 

c o nf i ned i n t he h o s p i t a l  i n Un i t  I . - wo of  t hem wer e s ho r t l y r e-

l eas ed but  t he t h i r d i n d i v i du a l  up t o l as t  week was s t i l l  t i ed t o 

h i s bed i n a p r i v at e r oom wi t h t hr ee po l i c emen on 24- hour  guar d. 

F eb. 14, 1945 

L t . Bo l t on and h i s ar my t eam, c o ns i s t i ng of  t wo Cauc as i an 

s er geant s , one J apanes e ser geant  and t wo Cauc as i an c o r po r al s , met  

r es i dent s of  Uni t  I I  at  a mass meet i ng i n t he Cot t onwood Bowl  i n t he 

af t er noon t o ac quai nt  t hem wi t h t he f i j .pose of  t he combat  t eam. 

At  t hat  t i me L t . Bo l t o n r ead t he speech exp l a i n i ng h i s mi s s i o n , 

whi c h he had pr ev i o us l y del i v er ed i n Camp I I I . Anne Kuni t an i  

who at t ended t he meet i ng r emar ked t o me on her  r e t u r n : " I t  c er t a i n l y 
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f e l t  good t o see t he Amer i c an f l ag aga i n , v̂ en t he St ar s Spangl ed 
Banner  had a d i f f e r en t  t u n e , " 

To gi v e you an i ns i gh t  i nt o t he at t i t ude of  t he Ni s e i  t owar d 

enl i s t ment  i n t he T J . S . Ar my af t er  be i ng k i c k ed ar ound f o r  over  a 

year  I  am at t ac h i ng a l i s t  of  ques t i ons d i r ec t ed at  t he ar my t eam 

at  a s pec i a l  meet i ng f o r  mal e c i t i z ens i n Mess Hal l  202 i n t he 

eveni ng whi ch was gi ven t o me by my Gamp I I  i nf or mant  who k i ndl y 

obt ai ned i t  f o r  me f r om one of  h i s s t enogr aphi c f r i e n d s . 
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About  t h i s t i me t he f o l l o wi ng s l ogan was mak i ng i t s r ounds 

i n Camp I I : "F i gh t  on t he home f r o nt  as wel l  as on t he war  f r o n t . " 

Appar ent l y i n t h i s u n i t , mor e so t han i n I  and I I I , t he Ni s ei  wer e 

be i ng i nt i mi dat ed by t he I s s e i  i n t o ans wer i ng "No " t o ques t i ons 

27 and 28« My i nf or mant  i n t hat  camp r epo r t s t hat  a number  of  
(1) � 

bl oc k s he l d s pec i a l  meet i ngs bef o r e r eg i s t r a t i o n t o i ns t r uc t  

youngs t er s how t o f i l l  oui  t he ques t i o nnai r es , 3V e n af t er  r eg i s t r a t i o n 

i t  appear s t hat  s u f f i c i en t  pr es s ur e was put  on some of  t hose answer i ng 

a f f i r mat i v e l y t o t hose ques t i ons t o r ec o ns i der . Thus i n b l o c k 211 

my i nf o r mant  c l ai ms t hat  at  supper t i me on t he f i r s t  day of  

r eg i s t r a t i o n t he b l o c k manager  announced t hat  a l l  t hose who 

des i r ed t o change t hei r  answer s f r om "Y es " t o "No" t o ques t i on 28 

c oul d do so by c ont ac t i ng L t . Bo l t o n . Ac c o r d i ng l y , seven bo y s , 

i nc l ud i ng t hr ee nephews of  t he bl o c k manager , ac c os t ed L t . Bo l t on 

next  mor ni ng and r eques t ed t o have t hei r  answer s a l t er ed . Bo l t on 

i nq u i r ed : "Ar e you U . S . c i t i z en s ? " x'hey r ep l i ed : "We do n ' t  k no w." 

At  t h i s t he ar my o f f i c er  i s s a i d t o have l o s t  h i s t emper  and pl unged 

i n t o a l ong t i r ade r epr i mandi ng t hem wi t hout  c onc edi ng t o t hei r  

r eq ues t , - he admi n i s t r at i o n on i t s par t  appar ent l y became a l i t t l e 

j i t t e r y wat c hi ng t he del uge o f  "No s " t o 27 and 28 pour  i n bec aus e 

I t  i s s ued a no t i c e t o t he ef f ec t  about  t h i s t i me t hat  a l l  t hose who 

r ep l i ed "No " t o t hose quest i _j ?ns c oul d have i t  changed t o "Y es " 

by c ont ac t i ng L t . Bo l t o n . T j i e r ev er s e pr oc edur e was t ac t f u l l y 

i gno r ed, "r o und t h i s t i me al s o peopl e l i k e Kennedy and Mi ch wer e 

i ndi gnant  at  Head ' s i ns i s t enc e on hav i ng r eg i s t r an t s answer  ques t i ons 

27 and 28 t o t he ar my t eam beh i nd c l o s ed c u r t a i ns . They f e l t  t hat  

1. Consul t  l as t  page f o r  c o nt r o v er s i a l  ques t i o ns . 
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t he Ni s e i  s houl d be f r ee t o answer  t hem p ub l i c l y t o t he r eg i s t r ar s 

i n whi chever  f as h i o n t hey p l eas ed . They i n t er p r et ed Head's p l an 

as a def i n i t e ac t  of  i n t i mi dat i o n . 

f cj >* 17, 1945 

L t . Bo l t on spoke be/t f r e a mass meet i ng of  Uni t  I  r es i dent s on 

t he b l o c k 4 s h i bai  s t age i n t he af t er no o n. Appr oxi mat el y 2000 

peopl e- -  mos t l y young men wi t h a s p r i nk l i ng of  I s s e i  and young 

women - -  wefce p r es ent . The cer emony opened wi t h t he s i ngi ng of  

t he nat i o na l  ant hem wi t h t he ar my t eam s a l u t i ng a huge Amer i can 

f l ag dr aped i n t he bac k gr o und. I  agr ee wi t h A i me Kuni t ani  t hat  t he 

Amer i can f l a g never  l o o k ed mor e beau t i f u l  t o me t han i t  d i d i n t hat  

b l i s t e r i n g Ar i z o na s un. The l i t t l e s t age s uppor t i ng t he f l ag and 

t he ai my t eam appear ed t o me t o be a r i d i c u l o u s l y wee b i t  of  Amer i ca 

t r ans p l ant ed on J apanes e s o i l . Even t he nat i o na l  ant hem whi ch i n 

pr e- evac uat i on days had i n f a l l i ab l y gi v en me i nd i ges t i o n seemed t o 

have a new message and I  f e l t  l i k e s hout i ng def i an t l y t o t he peopl e 

about  me when we came t o t he s ec t i o n : 

And t he s t ar s s pangl ed banner , l ong may i t  wav e, 

0 ! e r  t he l and of  t he f r ee , and t he home of  t he br av e. 

That  sense of  i s o l a t i o n - -  t hat  f ee l i n g of  be i ng cut  o f f  f r om t he 

r es t  of  t he wor l d - -  whi ch has been gnawi ng wi t h i n me f o r  t he pas t  

f ew mont hs c ompl et el y engul f ed me at  t he moment  and I  exper i enc ed 

an i ns ane des i r e t o escape t o "Amer i c a" as r ap i d l y as I  c o u l d. I  

am r ec o r di ng my r eac t i o n s , whi c h ar e by no means uni que but  shar ed 

by a number  of  N i s e i , bec aus e I  c ons i der  t hem s i gn i f i c an t  i n "p l ac i ng" 

t he po s i t i o n of  pr o- Amer i can Ni s e i  caught  i n t he r e l o c at i o n c ent er s 

t oday . T h e Ni s e i  i n Pos t on have been so s ubj ec t ed t o I s s e i  domi nat i on 

t hat  I  doubt  i f  ver y many woul d be t o t a l l y t ak en by s ur pr i s e t o see 
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t he J apanes e f l a g f l y i n g over  t he r o o f t o ps one of  t hes e mo r n i ngs . 
j f r t i c i d-

Whi l e t he n a t i o n a l  ant hem was be i n g s i mg t̂ hat  onl y a v er y f ew 

wer e c ar r y i ng t he t une ; t he r es t  of  t hem was c o ns p i c uo us l y 

s i l e n t . I  wonder ed at  t he t i me: I s i t  bec aus e t hey ar e t oo shy 

t o s i ng i n p u b l i c ? Do n ' t  t hey know t he wor ds ? Or  i s t ^e r e an 

u l t e r i o r  mo t i v e i n r emai n i ng s i l en t ? 

The c r owd k ept  r e s p e c t f u l l y qu i et  wh i l e Bo l t o n r ead h i s 

mes s age, '�'hen t he q ues t i o n i ng began i t  soon became obv i ous t hat  

t he peo p l e wer e d e f i n i t e l y out  t o hec k l e t he ar ray t eam. The t ype 

of  i n q u i r i e s t hey made mi r r o r ed t he i r  r es ent ment  and d i s t r u s t  of  

t he S # go v er nment . They want ed d e f i n i t e commi t ment s i n r e t u r n 

f o r  v o l u n t ee r i n g . I f  any ent hus i as m t owar d j o i n t i n g t he ar my was 

p r es ent  i t  was c au t i o u s l y c amo uf l aged. When L t . Bo l t o n i n t he 

c our s e o f  h i s s peec h announc ed t hat  he had j us t  r ec e i v ed aut ho r i t y 

f r om 'as h i ngt o n t o ac c ept  l o y a l  I s s e i  who wi s hed t o s er v e i n t he 

U . A . A r my , t he c r owd br o k e i n t o a wi l d , de r i s i v e l aught er  and ho o t ed : 

"T r y and get  one I  ; P eop l e ar ound me wer e a l s o comment i ng t hat  i f  

t he ar my t eam had br o ught  al o ng t wo or  t hr ee Ni s e i  c ap t a i ns i n s t ead 

o f  a s i ng l e Ni s e i  s er gean t , i t  c o u l d p r o babl y whi p up gr eat er  

ent hus i as m t o s er v e i t s $f y*£oses . The l o ne N i s e i  s er geant  t o t hem 

was a s ymbl o l  o f  r a c i a l  d i s c r i mi n a t i o n i n t he U . S . Ar my . 

To g i v e y o u an i dea o f  t he t ype of  h ec k l i n g en j o y ed by t he 

audi enc e t hat  a f t er no o n I  s h a l l  quot e some o f  t he mor e ext r eme 

ques t i o ns as k ed of  t he ar my t eam - -  a l l  of  wh i c h , i n c i d e n t a l l y , wer e 

ac c ompani ed by much h o o t i ng and l au gh t er . 

1 . ;/hy ar e t he l o y a l  J apanes e Amer i c ans no t  a l l o wed t o go bac k 
t o Ca l i f o r n i a ? 

2 . My t wo br o t her s i n Camp Savage and Camp Har e have been den i ed 
per mi s s i o n t o v i s i t  our  s i c k f a t h er  i n t he L os A n g e l es Count y 
Ho s p i t a l . Why c a n ' t  t hey who ar e i n t he mni f or m o f  t he U . S . " 
Ar my v i s i t  t h e i r  dy i ng f a t h e r  when Cauc as i ans i n ar my un i f o r ms 
may do s o? 
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3. ¿/hat  i s t he r eas o n f o r  g i v i ng some of  us 4- C c l as s i f i c a t i o n ? 
We ar e wi t hout  a c ount r y now. 

�f  
4 . Why wer e Ni s e i  dr af t ees k i c k ed out t̂ he ar my af t er  Dec . 7? 

5. V.hy c an T t  Ni s e i  s o l d i er s v i s i t  t h i s camp? Ar e you a f r a i d t hat  
t hey wi l l  see how bad c o ndi t i o ns ar e i n camp? 

6« .Vhy wer e. Ni s e î  c hanged f r om combat  dut y t o meni al  t as k s af t er  
P ear l  r i ar bor ? 

7 . Why ar e Ni s e i  not  ac c ept ed i n t he Navy? 

8 . Why t he J i m Cr ow dec i s i o n? 

9. Why wer e t he Ni s e i  s t r i pped of  t hei r  r ank s af t er  P ear l  Har bor ? 

10. Why wer e v et er ans of  t he l as t  war  put  i n camps when t hey pr oved 
t hei r  l o y a l t y t hen? 

11. I f  we v o l un t eer , wi l l  our  i n t er ned par ent s be r et ur ned t o our  
f ami l i es ? 

12. Wi l l  t he I i i bei  be t ak en i n t o t he ar my even i f  t hey c an ' t  speak 
Engl i s h? 

13. I f  a v o l unt eer  chooses t o t ak e h i s seven- day f ur l o ugh af t er  h i s 
phy s i c a l  at  Camp Dougl as can he go t o Ca l i f o r n i a f o r  a v i s i t ? 

14. Why wer e men of  t he 100t h Bat t a l i o n ( i . e . t he Ni gel  i n t he Hawai i  
Nat i o nal  Guar ds ) f o und c hai ned t o t hei r  guns i n t he P h i l i pp i nes ? 

15. I f  a per s o n has had J apanese mi l i t a r y t r a i n i ng wi l l  he be ac c ept ed 
as a v o l unt eer ? 

16. My b o t h e r  i s a pr e- med s t udent . Wi n he be gi v en an oppor t uni t y 
t o f i n i s h h i s medi c al  t r a i n i ng i f  he v o l unt eer s ? I  f e e l  t hat  
s i nc e he i s J apanes e he wi l l  not  be gi v en t he same c o ns i der at i o n 
as a Cauc as i an s o l d i e r . 

17. May a Ni s e i  appl y f o r  appoi nt ment  at  "es t  P o i nt ? 

18. Wi t h r ef er enc e t o ques t i o n 28 � "Do you f o r s wear  a l l  a l l eg i anc e 
t o t he J apanes e emper or ?" � I f  we answer  "Y es " t hat  pr oves 
our  l o y a l t y , does i t  no t ? 

19. .I hj  wer e I t a l i a n a l i ens i n i nt er nment  camp r e l eas ed whi l e we wer e 
not  r e l eas ed? 

20. Wi t h r ef er enc e t o ques t i o n 27 "Ar e you wi l l i n g t o j o i n t he 
U . S . Ar my i n combat  dut y wher ever  o r der ed? " - -  I f  we have a 
l eaVe c l ear anc e and a j ob awai t i ng us on t he o ut s i de shoul d 
we answer  "No "? (Head i n t er r upt ed at  t h i s po i nt  t o sav t hat  
any i nd i v i dua l  who had a l eav e c l ear anc e and answer ed "No" t o 
ques t i ons 27 or  28 woul d have h i s c l ear anc e aut omat i c al l y 
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c anc e l l ed . And he d i d c ar r y out  h i s t hr eat  t oo l as t  week when 
he r ef us ed t o s i gn t he wi r e r eques t i ng a t r av el  per mi t  f o r  one 
Geor ge K ai t a of  t he J udo Depar t ment  who had been c l ear ed by 
t he WRA but  had answer ed "No" t o 27. ) 

At  t he meet i ng hel d f o r  mal e c i t i z ens at  7 : 30 P .M. i n Mess Hal l  

32 f o r  f ur t her  i nqu i r i es I  am i nf o r med t hat  t he ques t i ons wer e 

s ens i b l e and t o t he p o i n t . They came pr epar ed t o r ec ei v e def i n i t e 

i nf o r mat i on f r om t he ar my o f f i c er s and not  so much t o make t hem 

s qui r m. 

F eb. 16- 24, 1945 

The r eg i s t r a t i o n of  a l l  mal e c i t i z ens above 17 year s of  age 

i n Uni t  I  commenced on Thur s day , F eb. 18 and was compl et ed on 

Wednes day , F eb . 24. Up t o Sat ur day whi l e r eg i s t er i ng t he eas t er n 

ha l f  of  camp t  i e admi n i s t r at i o n r emai ned ho pef u l  of  o bt ai n i ng t he 

quot a of  v o l unt eer s f o r  Pos t on - -  some 450 t o 500. The f i r s t  de f i n i t e 

br eak i n sent i ment  as expr es s ed i n ques t i ons 27 and 28 occur r ed when 

t hey t ac k l ed b l o c k 28, a day af t er  t hey had s t ar t ed r eg i s t er i ng t he 

wes t er n ha l f  of  camp. F r om t hen on t hey enc ount er ed a f l o o d of  "No s ". 

The admi n i s t r at i v e o f f i c i a l s became j i t t e r y . Head i n a s t a f f  c onf er enc e 

t hr eat ened t o p l ac e a l l  t hose who answer ed "No " t o 27 and 28 i n 

i nt er nment  camps but  was r es t r a i ned by Kennedy and a f ew ot her s who 

po i nt ed out  t he i l l e g a l i t y of  such a s t ep . Admi n i s t r at i v e no t i c es 

such as t hes e began t o appear  on b l o c k bu l l e t i n s or  i n t he Pos t on 

Chr o n i c l e: 

"Pos t on shoul d make ever y ef f o r t  t o oTSt ai n i t s quot a of  v o l unt eer s 
s i nc e t he advant age of  t he v o l unt ar y pr ogr am t o t he J apanes e 
Amer i cans cannot  be ov er emphas i zed. 

The peopl e of  Pos t on must  r ea l i z e t hat  t he v o l unt ar y combat  
t eam c o ns t i t ut es a symbol  o f  t hei r  l o y a l t y whi ch can be d i s p l ay ed t o 
t he Amer i can peopl e and t o t hose who oppose t he J apanes e Amer i c ans � 
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I nv o l unt ar y i nduc t i o n by means of  t he dr af t  gr eat l y det r ac t s 
f r om t hat  s y mbo l . " 

Anot her  no t i c e i nf o r med us t hat  a "negat i v e answer  c o ns t i t ut es 

an e l ec t i o n agai ns t  t he U . S . and each r eg i s t r an t  t her ef o r e i s ur ged 

t o c l ear l y under s t and t he gr av i t y of  h i s ans wer . " 

i n c onnec t i on wi t h t h i s I  shoul d per haps r ec ons t r uc t  t he 

c onv er s at i on bet ween Ev ans , Uni t  I  admi n i s t r at o r , and X on Wednesday 

af t er no o n, _?eb. 24, bec aus e i t  pr o t r ay s r at her  c l ear l y t he admi n i s t r at i v e 

and t he evacuee s t andpo i nt s c onc er ni ng t he ans wer i ng of  ques t i ons 

27 and 23. 

X : 

X : 

Evans 

X : 

Evans 

X : 

Evans 

X : 

I  hear  t hat  t he admi n i s t r at i o n want s t o put  a l l  t hose who 
answer ed "No " t o 27 and 28 i n an i nt er nment  camp? 

Ev ans : Why no t ? 

Evans 

But  an i nt er nment  camp i n t he us ual  par l anc e i s a p l ac e t o 
det a i n enemy a l i en s . 

'¿her e ar e a l l  k i nds of  i nt er nment  camps . You do n ! t  k now. 
Why do n ' t  you f i n d out ? 

- he bur den of  f i n d i n g out  i s not  upon u s . I t ' s our  j ob t o 
ac c ept  any wor d pas s ed out  by t he admi n i s t r at i o n , or  so I r  

t o l d . 

¿ 0 I  Tm t e l l i n g you "her e ar e a l l  k i nds of  i nt er nment  camps 
t o put  d i s l o y a l  c i t i z en s , 

'.'/hat  do you mean "d i s l o y a l "? The ar my s ai d t o answer  t hose 
ques t i ons as ho nes t l y as p o s s i b l e and i f  an i nd i v i dua l  l i ed 
he woul d be pr os ec ut ed f o r  p er j u r y . So t hey went  ahead and 
d i d as t hey wer e t o l d t o do and you come out  and accuse t hose 
who answer ed "No " as d i s l o y a l  per  s e. 

Su r e , any per s on who r ef us es t o ser ve h i s count r y i s d i s l o y a l . 

I  admi r e t hei r  gut s . Bef o r e you put  t hose guys i nt o an 
i nt er nment  camp f o r  ans wer i ng "No" e i t her  a f̂ eder a l  cour t  
pr oc eedi ng or  a Rear i ng boar d s houl d be set  up t o pass on 
f chei r  l o y a l t y . hat  i s t he pr oper  pr oc edur e and you s ho u l dn ' t  
be y appi ng about '"t hei r  be i ng "d i s l o y a l " . 

I ns t ead of  ar gui ng wi t h me - -  and I ' m s i c k of  your  ar gument s 
why do n ' t  you t a l k t o some i n t e l l i gen t  c i t i z ens i n camp? 
Ther e ar e l o t s of  t hem i n camp. J hy do n ' t  you get  wi s ed 
up? 
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X: 

Ev ans : 

X : 

Ev ans : 

X : 

Ev ans : 

X : 

(X wai t ed t wo days and t hen pr es ent ed h i s r es i gnat i o n t o t he bl o c k 

c o unc i l . /f t  f i r s t  he gave per s o nal  r eas ons f o r  h i s r es i gnat i o n but  

f i n a l l y was compel l ed t o r ev eal  h i s r ea l  mo t i v es . The bl oc k c ounc i l  

was not  onl y i ndi gnant  at  t he admi n i s t r at i v e at t i t ude but  f e l t  t hat  

¿¡vans had no r i gh t  t o t e l l  a b l o c k manager  t o qui t  s i nc e he was 

el ec t ed by t he b l o c k and not  appo i nt ed by h i m. I t  dec i ded t o s el ec t  

a commi t t ee whi c h woul d get  Evans and X t oget her  and have a s t enogr apher  

r ec o r d t hei r  c o nv er s at i o n . I t s u l t i mat e ai m was t o pr es ent  i t s 

f i nd i ngs t o t he pr o j ec t  d i r ec t o r  f o r  c o ns i der at i o n . X , however , 

f e l t  t hat  t he s ubj ec t  mat t er  i nv o l v ed was a most  del i c at e one at  

pr es ent  and i f  b l o c k 45 at t empt ed such a move i t  woul d be known 

t hr oughout  camp wi t h i n a shor t  t i me. Bec aus e of  t he s ubj ec t  mat t er  

i t s e l f , t he i nc r eas i ng ant i - admi ni s t r at i o n f ee l i n g , and bec aus e of  

t he l ar ge f o l l o wi ng he commands, he f ear ed t hat  many bl oc k s woul d 

vVhat  do you mean " i n t e l l i g en t  c i t i z en s "? As f ar  as y o u ' r e 
c onc er ned t hose guys who Y es , Y es " you ar e i n t e l l i gen t  and 
you c an ' t  t ak e t he o t h er . s i de . Ther e ar e p l ent y of  i n t e l l i gen t  
peopl e among t hose who do n ' t  agr ee wi t h y ou. S /  ̂

Oh, t hey c an ' t  be i n t e l l i g en t . 1ho s e guys a l l  ought  t o be 
r ep at r i a t ed . 

Repat r i a t i o n means s endi ng t hem bac k t o t he count r y of  t hei r  
b i r t h . - Vhere ar e you go i ng t o r epat r i at e U . S . Ci t i z ens ? 
- ou do n ' t  know what  y o u ' r e t a l k i ng about  I  d i d n ' t  t h i nk you 
wer e as smal l  as t h a t . I  do n ' t  see how I  c oul d be wor k i ng 
under  y o u. 

A l r i g h t , i f  you c a n ' t  wor k f o r  me you shoul d q u i t . 

I ' l l  q u i t . I  wo n ' t  wor k f o r  a guy who c an ' t  t ake somebody 's 
o p i n i o n j us t  bec aus e he do es n ' t  agr ee wi t h h i m. You j us t  
c an ' t  t ake i t , t h a t ' s a l l . 

L i s t en , y o u . I  s t ood l ong enough and I ' m not  go i ng t o t ake 
any mor e. - toy do n ' t  you get  r i d of  c r aps you have i n your  
head? 

Ok ay , ok ay . No us e t a l k i ng t o y ou. 
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soon j o i n t he ag i t a t i o n and mi ght  c ause anot her  November  i nc i den t , 

- o pr event  such a c al ami t y he o f f er ed t o r et r ac t  h i s r es i gnat i o n 

i n de f i n i t e l y � as f ar  as he i s concer ned u n t i l  r eg i s t r a t i o n becomes 

a dead i s s u e . ) 

F eb. 24, 1945 * 

The t empor ar y Communi t y Co unc i l  met  i n an emer gency s es s i o n 

i n t he ev eni ng t o dr aw up a wi r e t o send t o t he Tul e Lake c i t y 

c ounc i l  i n ans r̂  t o t he wi r e i t  had sent  Mr . H©ad t hr ough i t s pr o j ec t  

di r ec t o r  r eques t i ng some enc our agi ng news c onc er ni ng r eg i s t r a t i o n 

i n Pos t on s i nc e t he s i t uat i o n t her e was ext r emel y c r i t i c a l . I  am not  

qui t e c er t a i n as t o t he exac t  wor di ng but  t he wi r e r an somet hi ng 

l i k e t h i s : "Reg i s t r a t i o n wor k i ng smoot hl y . Wi n f i n i s h t oday . So 

f ar  2875 have r eg i s t e r ed . Un i t s I I  and I I I  have compl et ed r egi s t â -

t i o n . Do not  know exac t  number  of  v o l unt eer s . , f  

At  t he meet i ng t he chai r man r epo r t ed o f f  t he r ec o r d t hat  t he 

onl y c ent er s wher e di s t ur banc es had not  occur r ed wer e Pos t on and 

Mr nzanar . He d i d not  know any t hi ng about  Mi ni dok a but  i n Topaz 

i t  was c l ai med t hat .onl p: t wo men had r eg i s t er ed on t he f i r s t  day 

so t he ar my t eam suspended r eg i s t r a t i o n t o devot e t he next  t hr ee 

days t o speech- maki ng t o s e l l  t he i dea . At  Gi l a 17 J apanes e wer e 

r epo r t ed t o have been i nd i c t ed f o r  o bs t r uc t i ng r eg i s t r a t i o n and t he 

ar my was r umor ed most  anx i ous t o i mpose t he heav i es t  sent enc e upon 

t hem. r l t  Tul e Lake he r epo r t ed t hat  27 per sons had been r emoved 

gr om camp f o r  r e f u s a l  t o r eg i s t e r . 
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At t i t udes Expr es s ed Dur i ng Reg i s t r a t i o n i n Uni t  I  

The J apanes e combat  uni t  wi l l  i n a l l  p r o bab i l i t y be us ed as 
a par t  of  t he i nv as i o n f o r c e s i nc e t he J apanes e as a r ac e made a 
ver- y f av o r abl e showi ng i n i nv as i o n t ec hni que at  I dngay an i n t he 
P h i l i p p i n es . 

,J- 'he combat  un i t  wi l l  e i t her  be sent  f r om s t at e t o s t at e t o 
ac quai nt  Amer i cans wi t h t he J apanese r ac e f o r  pr opaganda pur poses ' or  
wi l l  be us ed t o s e g r e g a t e  ̂he l o y al  f r om t he d i s l o y a l  i n camp. 

- hose guys s u l k i ng about  t he s er v i c e ar e not  ac c ept abl e t o 
J apan ei t her  af t er  t he war . ¥ o j o made an announcement  l ong ago t hat  
Amer i can c i t i z ens of  J apanes e anc es t r y s houl d ser ve t hei r  own 
c ount r y , not  J apan. (an I s s e i ) 

Those damn K i be i s make me s i c k . I f  t hey ar e as l o y al  t o 
J apan as t hey pr o f es s t o be why i n Go d ' s name d i dn ' t  t hey s t ay i n 
J apan and f i gh t  l i k e men i ns t ead "of  comi ng t o Amer i ca t o evade t he 
d r a f t . I t ' s t he Ki f eei s who ar e r es po ns i b l e f o r  c r eat i ng t he s t i nk 
agai ns t  t he Ni s e i s i n A mer i c a . (An I s s e l ) 

J e mi ght  j us t  as wel l  answer  "Yes '? t o 27 bec aus e we ' l l  be 
dr af t ed wi t h i n s i x mont hs or  ear l i e r  i f  t hey c an ' t  get  enough f o r  
t he combat  u n i t . (Many Ni s e i ) 

Reasons .for-  A ns wer i ng "No" t o 27 and 28: 

I  c an ' t  answer  "Y es " t o ques t i ons 27 and 28 bec aus e i n t hat  
case I  wi l l  ev ent ual l y be dr af t ed and v/ i l l  not  have a chance t o say 
wher e I  want  t o be s ent . I  may be sent  t o t he Sol omons or  t o New 
Gui nea and t hen I ' l l  have t o f i gh t  agai ns t  my own peo p l e. I ' m wi l l i n g 
t o t ake t he r ap or  any consequence t hat  may ar i s e but  I  wo n ' t  f i gh t  
agai ns t  my peo p l e. I ' m wi l l i n g t o go t o an i s o l a t i o n camp i f  nec es s ar y . 
(Thi s i s t he p r ev a i l i ng sent i ment  i n*b l o c k s 43, 44 and 37, es pec i a l l y 
44, t he most  ant i - admi ni s t r at i o n bl o c k i n c amp) . 

Once y o u ' r e i n J apan and come bac k her e you f e e l  l i k e a 
J apanes e. You c an ' t  ser ve anot her  c ount r y . 

I  answer ed "No " t o 27 bec aus e I  â s k i c k ed out  of  For t  Or d 
i mmedi at el y af t er  Dec . 7 s i mpl y bec aus e was a K i b e i . Ther e was no 
ot her  r eas o n bec aus e I  was a good s o l d i e r . I f  you want  s o l di er s 
now why d i dn ' t  you k eep us? I  do n ' t  l i k e any j r i j Ly, t he - Amer i can 
ar my most  of  a l l . " (Thi s answer  was d i r e c t e d  ̂ Cauc as i an ser geant  
who was i n t er v i ewi ng hi m f or  27 and 28. he ser  eant  r ep l i ed : 
4*Af t er  a l l  publ i c sent i ment  was such at  t hat  t i me t hat  i t  was wi s e 
t o t ak e you peopl e o ut . her e i s a t i me l i k e t hat  al way s . «Ve have 
t o make t he bes t  of  i t . I  s hal l  wr i t e i t  down as you wi s h . " ) 

Ther e was a boy who de l i ber at e l y answer ed "No :r  t o ever y 
ques t i on t hat  shoul d have been answer ed "Y es " i f  he wer e a good 
Amer i can c i t i z e n . Appar ent l y he d i d n ' t  gi v e a damn. 
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Ac c o r d i ng t o X t hos e who answer ed "No " ar e s ec r et i v e and 
not  br agg i ng about  i t . They meant  i t  when t hey answer ed "No " and 
wer e wi l l i n g t o t ak e t he c o ns equenc es . 

A f or mer  s o l d i er  who was d i s c har ged f r om t he P r es i d i o i n 
San F r anc i s c o on Dec . 7 bec aus e he was a K i bei  ans wer ed "No " t o 27. 
Dur i ng r eg i s t r a t i o n he was s a i d t o be go i ng ar ound p r et endi ng he c oul d 
s peak no E n g l i s h al t hough he speaks c r ed i t ab l e E n g l i s h . 

Reasons f o r  Vo l un t eer i ng : 

T h i s was t he answer  g i v en t o X when he appr oac hed one of  t he 
t wo v o l unt eer s i n h i s b l  )ck f o r  a b l o c k par t y f o r  h i m: " I  do n ' t  
want  any send o f f . I  v o l unt eer ed f o r  soxjie s pec i a l  r eas o n s . I  know 
how t he peopl e i n camp ar e f e e l i n g t owar d us guy s . I  want  t o k eep 
qui et  and get  out  q u i e t l y . " When ques t i o ned why he v o l un t eer ed , he 
r e p l i e d : "A f t er  t he war  t he onl y chance f o r  me woul d be i n c i v i l  
s er v i c e wher e t he J apanes e woul d be t r eat ed on an equal  f o o t i n g . 
T h a t ' s t he onl y f i e l d I  c an see open t o us wi t h some adv ant age. I  
do n ' t  mi nd be i ng a mai l man, a po s t a l  c l er k or  a f i r eman . I f  I  
become a v et er an I  get  10% p r e f e r e n t i a l . " (Thi s a t t i t ude was qu i t e 
wi des pr ead among t he v o l unt eer s I  c o n t ac t ed . ) 

" I  v o l unt eer ed bec aus e of  my s i s t e r ' s wi s h . " 

One young chap who l o s t  h i s par ent s s ev er a l  year s ago and 
has been s uppor t ed by h i s s i s t er  and br o t her - i n- l aw v o l unt eer ed so 
he c oul d become s e l f - s uppo r t i ng . 

One Hawai i an Ni s e i  who has been t r y i ng t o o bt a i n a d i v o r c e 
f r om h i s wi f e f o r  t he l as t  t wo or  t hr ee y ear s v o l unt eer ed t o es c ape 
an unhappy mar r i age. I f  he d i es ev er y t h i ng wi l l  be s e t t l ed , i f  he 
r et ur ns unhar med af t er  t he war  a mor e agr eeabl e l i f e may be open t o 
h i m. 

S i x M . D. ' s and at  l eas t  t hr ee dent i s t s o f f er ed t o j o i n t he 
ar my pr o v i ded t hey r ec e i v e c ommi s s i ons . They f e e l  t hey hav e no t h i ng 
t o l o s e . They not  onl y wi l l  r ec e i v e bet t er  pay but  wi l l  r ec e i v e much 
v a l uab l e exper i  enc e. (Ther e i s a movement  on f o o t  at  pr es ent  t o 
p e t i t i o n Was hi ngt on t o r e t a i n t he doc t o r s her e f o r  t he dur at i o n . 
Appar ent l y t he l ong abus ed doc t o r s ar e bec omi ng appr ec i at ed now t ha£ 
t hei r  depar t ur e seems i mmi nent . ) 

F eb . 27, 1943 

The r . C . C . and t he I . A . B . i n a j o i n t  s es s i o n dr ew up a l e t t er  

t o send t o Mr . Myer  of  t he WRA p l ead i ng l en i enc y i n t he c as e of  boys 

of  s ev ent éen y ear s of  age who ans wer ed "No " t o ques t i o ns 27 and 28. 
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The c ounc i l s mai nt ai ned t hat  t o expec t  mi nor s t o answer  t hose 

ques t i ons i n t e l l i gen t l y was unj us t  s i nc e even adul t s r equi r ed a 

second or  t h i r d r ead i ng t o answer  t hem, ''These mi nor s who ar e 

exempt ed f r om s o c i a l  o b l i gat i o ns under  t he l aw of  t he l and shoul d be 

c ons i der ed i nc apabl e of  j udgi ng a b i l i t y , t her ef o r e , even i f  t hese 

t een age boys gave er r oneous answer s t o ques t i ons 27 and 28, t hey 

shoul d not  be he l d r es po ns i b l e but  shoul d be gi ven an oppor t uni t y 

t o expr es s t hei r  i n t ent i o n when t hey at t a i n t hei r  maj o r i t y i n t he 

f u t u r e . " 

t or ch 2 , 1943 

¿ v ans , Un i t  I  admi n i s t r at o r , i n t he r egul ar  meet i ng of  

b l o c k manager s i ns t r uc t ed t hem t o s o l i c i t  v o l unt eer s f o r  t he ar my 

i n t hei r  r es pec t i v e bl oc k s s i nc e £he number  t hat  had v o l unt eer ed 

t o dat e di d not  f i l l  t he quot a as s i gned t o Pos t on. 

f t .ar ch 5, 1945 

L t . Tr acy accompani ed by t hr ee s er geant s ar r i v ed f r om 

Topaz t o as s i s t  L t . Bo l t on i n ' n t er v i ewi ng Pos t on r es i dent s i n t er es t ed 

i n j o i n i ng t he combat  u n i t . The ar my t eam i s s c hedul ed t o r emai n 

her e un t i l  Mar ch 10. 

STAT I ST I CAL ANALYSI S OP SEL ECTI VE SERVI CE REGI STRATI ON 

On Mar ch 4, 1943 Evans r e l eas ed t he f o l l o wi ng i nf o r mat i on 

t o bl oc k manager s i n an ef f o r t  t o encour age t hem t o s o l i c i t  v o l unt eer s 

i n t hei r  b l o c k s : 

Her e i s a l i s t  o f  t he bl oc k s i n t he or der  of  t he number  of  
v o l unt eer s f r om each b l o c k , I  want  t o c o ngr at u l at e, not  onl y t he 
v o l unt eer s , but  t he par ent s , wi v es , and sweet hear t s as wel l  as a l l  
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t hose who ar e go i ng. P ar t i c u l ar l y do I  want  t o commend t he bl oc k s 

m a d e t h e b e s t  s h o w . j n S i n t h i s ver y i mpor t ant  Co nt r i but i o n 
whi ch t he v o l unt eer s ar e ma mg , not  onl y t o t he nat i o n , but  t o t he 
wei r ar e of  t he ent i r e J apanes e Amer i can gr oup as we l l . Hat s o f f  
es pec i a l l y t o bl oc k s 28, 11, 46, 2 , and 32. 

"̂her e i s s t i l l  t i me f o r  v o l unt eer i ng. The ar my t eam i s 
l o c at ed i n Rec r eat i o n â l l  #31 and wi l l  r emai n on t he P r o i ec t  unt i l  
Li arci i  10, 

Bl oc k # 28 
11) 
46 J 

HOV* DOdS YOUR BLOCK STAND? L E T 'S ALL DO OUR PART.' 

J ohn G. ¿¡vans 
As s i s t ant  t o t he P r o j ec t  Di r ec t o r  

f o r  f ur t her  I Z l j Î Î Î T � ^� ^ r a s t a t e d i n geogr aphi c al  t er ms 
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Eas t  of  Canal  West  of  Canal  

Bl oc k No . of  Vo l unt eer s Bl oc k No . of  Vo l unt eer s 

2 4 5 3 
3 1 6 2 
4 0 11 5 

13 1 12 0 
14 3 22 3 
15 3 21 1 
16 3 26 1 
17 3 27 2 
18 0 28 6 
19 3 37 0 
30 2 38 1 
31 3 39 0 
32 4 42 3 
35 3 43 0 
36 1 44 0 
45 2 53 2 
46 5 54 0 
47 (Ho s p i t a l ) 2 59 1 

i . e . 60 0 
doc t o r s ) 

43 30 

Our  sur vey shows t hat  t her e ar e onl y t wo bl oc k s i n t he 

eas t er n ha l f  of  camp wi t hout  v o l unt eer s whi l e t her e ar e seven i n - Huu 

Wes t er n zo ne. Fr om our  p o l i t i c a l  s t udi es we know t hat  bl oc k s 37, 

38, 43, 44, 54, 53, 59, and 60, es pec i a l l y t he f i r s t  f o u r , have t he 

gr eat es t  c o nc ent r at i o n of  K i bei  and "pr o- J apan*' el ement s i n camp 

and have al ways mai nt ai ned an ac t i v e o ppo s i t i o n t owar d a l l  WRA and 

admi n i s t r at i v e p o l i c i e s . Ther ef o r e i t  was t o be expec t ed t hat  a 

number  of  t hes e bl oc k s woul d c ont r i but e no v o l unt eer s t o t he combat  

u n i t . I t  i s i n t er es t i ng t o not e t hat  - f- ite out  of  t h i s number  had no 

v o l unt eer s and t hose t hat  d i d c o nt r i but e had onl y one or  t wo. 

That  bl o c k 28, one of  t he most  ant i - admi ni s t r at i on bl o c k s shoul d 

c ont r i but e t he h i ghes t  number  of  v o l unt eer s was a gr eat  s ur pr i s e t o 

ever yone i n camp but  may pr obabl y be account ed f o r  by t he ext r emel y 

smal l  but  ver y s t r ong pr o- Amer i can c l i que i n t hat  b l o c k . I t  may be 
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t hat  s o c i a l  pr es s ur e was not  s u f f i c i en t l y s t r ong t o det er  t hem f r om 

v o l unt eer i ng or  t hat  i t  was so pr onounced t hat  i t  goaded t hem i nt o 

v o l unt eer i ng t o escape f r om i t . 

I n any anal y s i s of  camp s t a t i s t i c s bl oc k s 5, 6, 11, and 12 

shoul d be t r eat ed wi t h s pec i al  c o ns i der at i o n bec ause £hey c o ns t i t ut e 

t he "v o l unt eer  b l o c k s " - -  t hose who v o l unt eer ed t o come t o Pos t on 

t o pr epar e i t  f o r  t he r ec ept i o n of  ev ac uees . The admi n i s t r at i o n 

has al ways l ook ed upon t hem wi t h s pec i a l  f av o r  and i n r et ur n has 

r ec ei v ed mor e c ooper at i on f r om t hem t han f r om any ot her  s ec t i o n 

of  oamp. Wi t h i n a f ew mont hs t hes e bl oc k s wi l l  be heav i l y 

depopul at ed s i nc e many of  t hem ar e p l ann i ng t o seek mor e 

advent ur ous pur s u i t s on t he o ut s i de. 

As f ar  as Pos t on as a whol e i s concer ned I  have obt ai ned 

t he f o l l o wi ng i nf o r mat i on f r om t he exec ut i v e ai de t o Kennedy , 

Empl oyment  Ch i e f . I  hope t he f i gu r es wi l l  be t r eat ed c o n f i den t i a l l y 

s i nc e t hey wer e gi v en t o me on t he Q. T . 

To t al  r eg i s t r an t s 3321 
To t al  r eg i s t r an t s r e f us i ng t o r eg i s t er  None 
Regi s t r ant s r ep l y i ng "Yes* t o ques t i on 26 84 
Regi s t r ant s r ep l y i ng "No " t o ques t i on 28 513 
Regi s t r ant s not  r ep l y i ng t o ques t i on 28 107 
Regi s t r ant s r ep l y i ng "Y es " t o ques t i on 27 2111 
Regi s t r ant s r ep l y i ng "No" t o ques t i on 27 1203 
Regi s t r ant s r ep l y i ng "Y es " wi t h q ua l i f i c a t i o ns 7 
Number  v o l unt eer i ng i n Ar my 191 
To t al  e l i g i b l e f o r  f i l l i n g 304- A 3321 
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Gr oup A1 � 17 t o 57 i nc l us i v e 
No t o 28 No r e pi ; 

Number  r eg i s t r an t s wi t h one or  bot h par ent s 
i nt er ned 25 9 

Regi s t r ant s wi t h ei t her  f a t h er , mot her , 
br o t her , s i s t e r , s o n , or  daught er  i n J apan 213 51 

Regi s t r ant s who t r av el ed i n J apn t hr ee year s or  
mor e s i nc e 1934 and at t ended schoo l  t wo 
year s or  mor e 162 42 

Regi s t r ant s now r eg i s t er ed wi t h J apanese 
c i t i z en s h i p , Ques t i o n 25 "Y es " and 
ques t i on 25a "No ". 89 21 

Regi s t r ant s who have r eques t ed r ep at r i a t i o n . 
Ques t i o n 26 "Y e s ". 77 6 

Regi s t r ant s who have r eques t ed r epat r i a t i o n 
and who ar e on any l i s t  f u r n i s hed as 
comi ng f r om t he St at e Dept . None None 

Gr oup B1 - -  38 and above 

Number  r eg i s t r an t s wi t h one or  bot h 
par ent s i nt er ned None None 

Regi s t r ant s wi t h ei t her  f a t h er , mot her , 
b r o t her , s i s t e r , s on, daught er  i n J apan 5 None 

Regi s t r ant s now r eg i s t er ed wi t h J apanes e 
c i t i z en s h i p . Ques t i o n 25 "Y es " and 
ques t i on 25a "No ". 9 None 

(Thi s gr oup answer ed "None" f o r  a l l  o t her  
ques t i ons whi ch ar e i den t i c a l  wi t h t he 
ones abovej l n gr oup A l . ) 
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CONTROVERSI AL - ¿UE TI ONS ON SELECTI VE SERVI CE QUESTI ONNAI RE 

25. To t he bes t  of  your  k nowl edge  ̂ was your  b i r t h ever  r eg i s t er ed 
wi t h any J apanese gover nment al  agency f o r  t he pur pose of  
es t ab l i s h i ng a c l ai m t o J apanes e c i t i z ens h i p ? 

25a . I f  so r eg i s t e r ed , have you app l i ed f o r  c anc el at i o n of  such 
r eg i s t r a t i o n? 

26. Have you ever  app l i ed f o r  r ep at r i a t i o n t o J apan? 

27. Ar e you wi l l i n g t o ser ve i n t he ar med f o r c es of  t he Un i t ed 
St at es on combat  dut y , wher ever  or der ed? 

28. Wi l l  you swear  unq ua l i f i ed a l l eg i anc e t o t he Uni t ed St at es of  
Amer i ca and f a i t h f u l l y def end t he Uni t ed St at es f r om any or  al l  
at t ac k by f o r e i gn or  domest i c f o r c es , and f o r s wear  any f or m 
of  a l l eg i anc e or  obedi anc e t o t he J apanese emper or , or  any 

ot her  f o r e i gn gover nment , power , or  o r gan i zat i o n? 



REGI STRAT I ON OP AL I ENS AND FEMALE CI T I ZENS 

F eb . 25, 1945 

Wade Head, p r o j ec t  d i r ec t o r , i s s u ed a memor andum 

t o b l o c k manager s on t h i s day t o a l l ay any c o nf us i o n c o nc er ni ng 

t he pur pos e o f  a l i en r e g i s t r a t i o n . Gr eat  emphas i s was l a i d 

on t he f ac t  t hat  t h i s was no t  a move t o compel  r es i den t s 

t o l eav e t he c ent er  and t hat  anyone who des i r ed t o r emai n 

her e f o r  t he du r at i o n woul d be per mi t t ed t o do s o . The memo 

was an o f f i c i a l - a t t empt  t o s quas h some of  t he d i s q u i e t i n g 

r umor s t hat  wer e mak i ng t he i r  r ounds of  camp about  t h i s t i me, 

e . g . t hat  a l i e n r eg i s t r a t i o n was a move on the-  par t  of  t he 

gover nment  t o s egr egat e t he " l o y a l  " f r om t he "d i s l o y a l " 

p 

- -  t he l o y a l  ones be i n g c ompi l ed t o go out  s i nc e i t  was 

t oo expens i v e t o ma i n t a i n t hem h e r e , wh i l e t he d i s l o y a l  ones 

woul d be s h i pped t o i nt er nment  c amps . About  t h i s t i me al s o 

some s ad i s t i c c r eat ur e s t ar t ed t he r umor  t hat  "t wo c ar l o ads 

o f  c r ut c hes " had a r r i v ed at  t he war ehous e - -  a "c o nc l us i v e 

p r o o f " t hat  Pos t on was t o be t ur ned i n t o a camp f o r  d i s ab l ed 

v et er ans and t hat  a l l  o f  t he evac uees woul d be sent  t o 

Ar k ans as f o r  t he du r a t i o n , ĥ i s r umor  c aus ed so much al ar m -

i n camp t hat  t he C . E . C . t ook i t  upon t hems el v es t o v e r i f y 

i t  and d i s c o v er ed t hat  onl y 48 p a i r s wer e s t ac k ed i n t he 

war ehous e t o be u t i l i z e d by p at i en t s i n t he h o s p i t a l . 

Head ' s memo t o b l o c k manager s r ead as f o l l o ws : 

TO THE RESI DENTS OP POSTON 

A f t e r  t he c o mpl et i o n of  t he s e l ec t i v e s er v i c e ¿L&A «̂, 
r e g i s t r a t i o n , we s h a l l  beg i n on Mar c h 1 t o r eg i s t e r  a l l  oj- ftinc 
and f emal e c i t i z e n s i n t he Cen t er , who ar e 17 y ear s of  age 
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and o v er . 

I n or der  t hat  t h i s compul sor y mass r eg i s t r a t i o n 
pr oc eed wi t ho u t . c o n f us i o n , i t  i s es s en t i a l  t hat  ever y r es i dent  
under s t ands c l ear l y why i t  i s be i ng c onduc t ed and what  i t  
i nt ends t o ac c ompl i s h. 

The r eas on f o r  t he r eg i s t r a t i o n i s s i mpl e. The 
WRA want s t o f a c i l i t a t e l eav e c l ear anc es i n a l l  t he c ent er s 
by r eg i s t er i ng ever y per s on 17 year s o l d and over  and det er -
mi ni ng h i s e l i g i b i l i t y f o r  r e l eas e . 

Hi t her t o as you know, c andi dat es f o r  l eav es o f t en 
wai t ed mont hs bef o r e an answer  t o t hei r  app l i c at i o n was 
r ec e i v ed . Af t er  t he r ec o r ds of  t h i s r eg i s t r a t i o n ar e pr oc es s ed 
del ay and r ed- t ape wi l l  be cut  t o a mi ni mum. Those r es i dent s 
who ar e e l i g i b l e t o go out  may pack up and l eav e t he mement  
an oppor t uni t y f o r  r e l o c at i o n pr es ent s i t s e l f . 

Th i s y ear , wi t h t he r ec ent  endor sement  of  t he 
l o y al t y of  t he n i s e i  by t he U . S . War  Depar t ment , t he chances 
f o r  out s i de empl oyment  f o r  evacuees,- bot h i n i ndus t r y and 
agr i c u l t u r e , wi l l  i nc r eas e. j- nd many who ar e not  now 
c ont empl at i ng r e l o c at i o n may see an oppor t uni t y whi c h appeal s 
t o t hem. I n such an ev ent , t hey wi l l  be abl e t o t ake 
i mmedi at e advant age of  i t  wi t hout  t he l abo r i o us pr oc ess of  
f i l i n g a l eav e app l i c at i o n and wai t i ng f o r  a r ep l y . 

I  want  t o emphas i ze t hat  t h i s r eg i s t r a t i o n i s not  
a move t o compel  t he r es i dent s t o l eave t he Cent er ; no one 
wi l l  be f o r c ed t o go out  un l es s he f t ant s t o . I t  i s , i n s t ead , 
t he most  e f f i c i en t  means by whi c h a l l  t hose who des i r e t o 
ent er  t he mai ns t r eam of  Amer i c an l i f e agai n may Jo £o as 
qui c k l y as p o s s i b l e . 

�r j i t h your  under s t andi ng of  t he mot i ve f o r  t h i s 
r eg i s t r a t i o n , I  am c er t a i n t hat  you .wi l l  ext end your  f u l l es t  
c o o per at i o n . 

/ s / W. Wade Head 
W. Wade H e a d , 
P r o j ec t  Di r ec t o r . 

Meanwhi l e b l o c k meet i ngs wer e be i ng conduc t ed 

ever ywher e i n accor dance wi t h admi n i s t r at i v e i ns t r uc t i o ns 

t o c l a r i f y any ques t i ons c onc er ni ng t he f o r t hc omi ng r egi s -

t r a t i o n . The b l o c k manager  was t o det er mi ne t he bes t  met hod 

of  r eg i s t r a t i o n t o be u t i l i z e d i n h i s b l o c k . 3ac h bl o c k was 
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f ur t her  i ns t r uc t ed t o s el ec t  s i x i n t er v i ewer s , t hr ee of  

whom had t o be b i l i n g u a l , t o r eg i s t er  r es i dent s of  anot her  

bl o c k s i nc e some of  t he i n f o r mat i o n r eques t ed i n t he 

ques t i o nnai r es wer e of  an ext r emel y c o n f i dent i a l  nat u r e . 

Sac h i n t er v i ewi ng t eam was t o be under  t he di r ec t  s uper v i s i o n 

of  t he bl oc k manager  and an exper i enc ed r eg i s t r a r . 

i - orch 1, 1943 

' ĥe mass r eg i s t r a t i o n of  a l i ens and f emal e c i t i z ens 

above t he age - of  17 began s i mul t aneous l y on t h i s day i n a l l  

t hr ee un i t s and was compl et ed on t he t h i r d day . The met hod 

of  r eg i s t r a t i o n d i f f e r ed i n eac h b l o c k ac c o r di ng t o t he 

d i s c r et i o n of  t he b l o c k manager . I n b l o c k 45 wher e I  ac t ed 

as i nt er v i ewer  a l l  f emal e c i t i z en s wer e f i r s t  d i s pos ed of  

bef o r e a l i ens wer e t ac k l ed wh i l e i n b l o c k 31 wher e I  r es i de 

c i t i z ens and a l i ens wer e i nd i s c r i mi nat e l y i n t er v i ewed, 

- he ques t i o nnai r es u t i l i z e d i n bot h c ases wer e '.VRA- 126 Rev i s ed 

and i den t i c a l  except  f o r  ques t i o n 28 whi c h i n t he case of  

I s s e i  had been changed t o a mor e j us t  and pa l at ab l e f o r m: 

"V/ i l l  you swear  t o abi de by t he l aws o f  t he Un i t ed St at es 

and t o t ak e no ac t i o n whi ch woul d i n any way i n t er f er e wi t h 

t he war  ef f o r t  of  t he Un i t ed St at es ? " Ac c o r di ng t o "t hos e 

i n t he know" much of  t he ag i t at i o n agai ns t  r eg i s t r a t i o n 

c r edi t ed t o ot her  c ent er s was s uc c es s f u l l y av o i ded i n Pos t on 

bec aus e of  t he s epar at e r eg i s t r a t i o n of  mal e c i t i z ens and 

a l i ens and bec aus e ques t i on 28 appear ed i n t he r ev i s ed 

mi l der  f or m when I s s e i  wer e i n t er v i ewed. Many of  t he r es i den t s , 
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i nc l ud i ng a number  of  N i s e i , h ear t i l y appr oved of  I s s e i  i n 

Topaz o b j ec t i ng t o t he o l der  f or m of  ques t i on 28 wher e t hey 

wer e asked whet her  t hey woul d "s wear  unq ua l i f i ed a l l eg i anc e 

t o t he Un i t ed St at es of  Amer i c a and f o r s wear  any f or m of  

a l l eg i anc e or  obedi enc e t o t he J apanes e emper o r ." Ac c o r di ng 

t o t hem, "Anyone who has any knowl edge of  t he pas t  t r eat ment  

of  t he J aps nes e i n Ca l i f o r n i a wi l l  r ea l i z e t he i n j u s t i c e of  

t hat  q ues t i o n . " 

As f ar  as c i t i z en r eg i s t r a t i o n was c onc er ned t he 

answer s wer e monot onous l y a l i k e . Ver y f ew had at t ended c o l l ege 

and not  one of  t he f i f t y or  so 1 i n t er v i ewed had ever  vo t ed 

i n her  l i f e . I f  t hey had t r av e l l ed i t  was r es t r i c t ed t o an 

o c c as i o nal  v i s i t  t o J a�pan, never  anywher e e i s e . The t ype of  

l i t er at u r e t hey c us t omar i l y r ead was al s o ext r emel y l i mi t ed 

i n s c ope: The Cos mopo l i t an, Good Hous ek eepi ng, L ad i es 1 

Home J o ur nal , Redbook and i n f r equent l y Ti me and L i f e . 

As f ar  as t he I s s e i  wer e c onc er ned, t he maj o r i t y 

of  t hem i n bl o c k 45 t̂ ook r eg i s t r a t i o n as a gr and j ok e. They 
Mi  

wer e not  at  a l l  hes i t an t  i n f i l l i n g out  t he ques t i o nnai r e 

bec aus e t hey had been s ubj ec t ed t o so many al r eady and ex-

pec t ed many mor e bef o r e bei ng r e l eas ed t hat  t he ans wer i ng 

of  a f ew ques t i ons made s c ar c el y any d i f f e r en c e . When I  

comment ed dur i ng t he c our s e of  t he i n t er v i ew t o an e l der l y 

I s s e i  t hat  t he gover nment  c er t a i n l y l i k ed t o ask det a i l ed 

ques t i ons he s mi l i ng l y r e p l i e d : "T h i s i s no t h i ng. I  s i gned 

my name mor e t han t went y t i mes when I  was get t i ng out  o f  an 

i nt er nment  c amp." 
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One of  t he most  i n t er es t i ng d i s c o v er i es , or  mor e 

p r ec i s e l y "c o nf i r mat i o ns " dur i ng r eg i s t r a t i o n was- 't he 

ext r emel y l i mi t ed cont ac t  of  t he maj o r i t y o f  I s s e i  wi t h non-

J apanes e peo p l es . I n ques t i o n 20 wher e t hey wer e r eques t ed 

t o gi v e f i v e r e f er enc es , p r ef er ab l y Cauc as i an , onl y a v er y 

f ew c oul d gi ve' mor e t han t wo or  t hr ee non- J apanese names 

( t hes e bei ng mai nl y Mex i c an ) , t he maj o r i t y of  t hem bei ng 

unabl e t o gi ve a s i ngl e Cauc as i an r e f er enc e . As i de f r om a 

f ew exc ept i o nal  ones t hei r  r ead i ng v/as r es t r i c t ed t o t he 

Raf u Shi mpo (Los t ngel es Da i l y News) and t he Kas hu Mai n i c h i  
\ 

( Ca l i f o r n i a Da i l y News ) . I t  i s i n t er es t i ng t o not e al so t hat  

I  ac t ua l l y came ac r oss one s i xt y - s even year  o l d I s s e i  who 

r egu l ar l y r ead t he New Rep ub l i c . He i s t he f or mer  publ i s her  

of  t he Raf u Shi mpo and t he owner  of  a scor e of  o i l  wel l s i n 

s out her n Ca l i f o r n i a . 

As f ar  as t he r e l o c a t i o n pr ogr am v/as c onc er ned 

onl y f our  or  f i v e f ami l i es i n b l o c k 45 i nd i c at ed pny des i r e 

t o get  o ut . Of  t he f i f t y or  mor e i nd i v i dua l s I  c ont ac t ed 

I  ac t ual l y came ac r os s onl y t wo who wer e p l ann i ng t o go out : 

a 17 year  o l d h i gh s choo l  g i r l  who i s i n t end i ng t o pur sue 

a pr e- med cour se at  Templ e Un i v er s i t y i n t he f a l l , and a 

f or mer  pr oduce deal er  who want s t o j o i n h i s br o t her  i n Ut ah . 

%e n . I  came t o t he s ec t i o n on l o c at i o n pr ef er enc es i n case 

of  r e l o c at i o n a number  of  t hem i nqu i r ed mi s c h i ev o us l y , "May 

I  wr i t e down Los Angel es ? " On one of  t hes e oc c as i ons X who 

-  was s t andi ng by t o as s i s t  any I s s e i  i n d i f f i c u l t y i nt er r upt ed 



"
6

" 

s a r c as t i c a l l y : "Su r e , why no t ? I f  you wi s h t o go t o heaven 

or  J apan, t h a t ' s a l o c at i o n pr ef er enc e t o o , i s n ' t  i t ? " 

The f o l l o wi ng ar e some of  t he r eas ons I  r ec ei v ed 

f o r  not  want i ng t o be r e l o c at ed : 

' He l l , t hey s t uc k us i n h e r e . I ' m go i ng t o s t ay 
her e u n t i l  we ar e r eady t o go bac k t o C a l i f o r n i a . " 

"' I t ' s a l r i gh t  t o go out  now but  i f  I  become 
es t ab l i s hed once mor e i n t h i s c o unt r y , I  wo n ' t  be abl e t o 
r et ur n t o J apan af t er  t he wa r . " 

" I f  we go t o some p l ac e i n t he Mi dwes t  and s t ay 
t her e a l i t t l e wh i l e i t  woul d be d i f f i c u l t  t o r et u r n t o 
Ca l i f o r n i a . I t  wi l l  mean t wo mov i ngs any way ." 

" I ' m s t ay i ng her e bec/tS&Ae I  l i k e i t  her e . Vfoere 
el s e can you expec t  J apanes e t o make a l i v i n g r i ght  now 
as eas i l y as t h i s ? " 

" I ' m not  go i ng out  bec aus e I ' m an enemy a l i en and 
do n ' t  want  t o as s i s t  t he Amer i c an war  e f f o r t . " 

" I ' m not  go i ng out  bec aus e t he Ar my evac uat ed us 
her e t o s t ay .'1 

' ' I 'm not  go i ng o ut . I  do n ' t  want  t o r e l i ev e t he 
t axpay er s ' bur den . I  want  t o be f ed on t a x p a y e r s ' money 
u n t i l  t hey f i n d out  t hat  t hey had made a gr eat  mi s t ak e . " 

I* 
I ' m not  go i ng o ut . J apanes e br oad c as t s have 

r epeat edl y war ned us not  t o go o ut . - hei r  adv i c e i s good 
enough f o r  me. " 

"J dpanes e br o adc as t s t e l l  us not  t o go out  of  
t hes e c ent er s . Ther e must  be some good r eas o n bac k of  t hem." . 
(Thi s f ee l i n g i s qui t e wi des pr ead i n c amp) . 

A number  of  t hem wi t h f ami l i es woul d l i k e t o be 
r e l o c at ed but  f ee l  i n pr ec ar i o us t i mes l i k e t h i s i t  woul d 
be i mpos s i bl e t o suppor t  t hem on t he o u t s i de . Si nc e t hey 
do not  wi s h t  o be s epar at ed f r om t hem t hey pr ef er  t o r emai n 
her e and enj Xyve t he i nc o nv eni enc es of  camp l i f e . 

The f o l l o wi ng' t wo ar e t he onl y r eas ons I  obt ai ned 

f o r  des i r i ng t o be r e l o c at ed : 
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? I ' m «o i ng out  t o j o i n my br o t her . Bef o r e I  go 
out , however , I  ¿ XL have t o wr i t e hi m and f i n d out  what  î f e 
i s l i k e 

on t he out s i de bec aus e t h i ngs must  have changed an 
awf ul  l o t  i n t he pas t  y e a r . " 

' I ' m go i ng out  t ak i ng my son al ong wi t h me. I t ' s 
a shame t o have my 13 year  o l d son dr a f t ed . He do es n ' t  know 
what  i t ' s a l l  abo ut . We wi l l  wor k on some f ar m t o save h i m. " 
(Wi t h r ef er enc e t o t h i s I  am i nf o r med t h i s mor ni ng t hat  a 
number  of  Ni s e i  have app l i ed f o r  t empor ar y l eav e c l ear anc es 
t o wor k on Mi dwes t er n f ar ms t o evade t he d r a f t ) . 

These sent i ment s i nd i c at e t hat  t hose who have 

i n t ent i o ns of  go i ng out  have s pec i a l  r eas o ns , e . g . r e j o i n i ng 

r e l a t i v es on t he o ut s i de or  ev adi ng t he d r a f t . The maj o r i t y 

of  I s s e i  r es i dent s i n P os t on, i f  not  a l l , ar e at  pr es ent  

p l ann i ng t o r emai n her e f o r  t he dur at i o n . Cons er v at i v e 

es t i mat es p r edi c t  t hat  at  t he most  onl y 2500 i n d i v i du a l s , 

p r i mar i l y N i s e i , wi l l  be r e l o c at ed f r om t he t hr ee un i t s i n 

t he next  year  or  s o . t h i s hes i t anc y i n l eav i ng camp i s 

c l ear l y ev i denc ed i n t he case of  some 215 Ar i zo na peopl e 

who may r et ur n t o t hei r  homes i n P hoeni x now t hat  t h i s 

s ec t i o n of  t he s t at e has been dec l ar ed a f r ee zo ne. To dat e 

i t  i s r epo r t ed t hat  onl y t wo f ami l i es have i nd i c at ed any 

s er i ous i n t en t i o n of  go i ng bac k t o Phoeni x al t hough s ev er al  

have app l i ed f o r  shor t - t er m l eav es t o l ook over  t he s i t uat i o n 

bef o r e commi t t i ng t hems el v es . 

Mar ch 15, 1943 

i 
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i i T. BOL TON: I  arc r eady t o answer  any q ues t i o ns and p l eas e"� 
f ee l  f r e e t o ask t hem. 

4; About  t he J apanes e combat  u n i t , c an a v o l unt eer  
j o i n wi t n t he o t her  ar my u n i t s o t h e r t h a n wi t h t he J apanes e 
u n i t ? 

A: May X r epeat  aga i n t he pur pos e o f  t he combat  t eam. 
Wher e ar e i n t he ar my t oday a l a r ge number  o f  c i t i z e n s of  
J apanes e des c en t . Ther e i s onl y one d i f f i c u l t y about  t h a t . 
That  i s , i f  y o u ar e d i s p e r s ed , your  s er v i c es wi l l  no t  oe 
f e l t  t hr oughout  t he Un i t ed S t a t es , and i t  l b no t  t he i nt ent -
i o n o f  t he War  Depar t ment  f o r  you t o Doc one ê. May 1 say 
t hat  t he combat  u n i t  wi l l  be an u n i t  or  wh i c h a l l  J apanes e 
des c ent  c an De v er y pr oud so t hat  t he adv ant age i s t hat  
t he war  pr obl ems wi l l  oe v er y much l e s s e n .  ̂ � 

Sft iat  d o e s n ' t  answer  your  q ues t i o n . The answer  t o t hat  
ques t i o n i s at  t he p r es ent  t i me t h i s enr o l l ment  f o r  t he 
combat  t eam i s f o r  t hat  exp r es s i v e pur po s e. I t  may be 
t i i at  l a t e r , y ou wi l l  be t ak en i n t o t he ar my . We d o n ' t  
k now. hope s o . 

t :̂ When we s er ve wi t h t he combat  u n i t , we wi l l  be 
pr oud t o s er v e as one r eg i ment . As f ar  as t hat  i s c o nc er ned , 
t her e ar e t hes e Negr o es ' o u t f i t . They l i k e t o s t ay w3t h t he 
wh i t e p eo p l e� Amer i c ans of  o t her  n a t i o n a l i t i e s b es i d es t he 
Ne g r o e s ' . I  k now. I ' v e oeen t a l k i n g t o t he c o l o r ed peo p l e i n 
t he ar my and t hey say t hat  t hey r at her  s t ay i n wi t h t hei r  own 
c o l o r ed r a c e s . The F i l i p i n o s i n t hei r  r egi ment  nav e Deen t ak en 
i n t o c o n s j &r a t i o n and t hey r at her  s t ay i n wi t h t he o t her  wh i t e 
p eo p l e . I  d o n ' t  k no w, but  t he J apanes e-  1 t h i nk -  i f  I  be i n 
t he ar my , I  r at her  be v/i t h t he Amer i c an whet her  I  d i e i n f r o n t  
or  i n t he bac k . I  t h i nk most  peo p l e f e e l  t he same way . I n t he 
l a s t  ô r l d i t/ar  - I  do n ' t  know i f  t he book 1 was r ead i n g was 

pr opaganda or  not -  but  t hose i n t he f r o n t  l i n es wno wer e s er v i ng 
wer e t he Negr o o u t f i t s , and i n t a l k i ng wi t h l o t  of  t h ŝ e peo p l e 
t hey d o n ' t  seem t o des er v e t he c r ed i t  and I  t h i nk i k *y j c * t h ey ' r e 
t h e ' n a t i o n ' s oes t  f i gt i t er s . 

L T . BOL TON: What  i s your  q ues t i o n now? 

You s ai d we wi l l  be pr oud t o ser ve as .combat  
u n i t , but  i f  I  be t ak en or  d r a f t e d , I  r at her  go wi t h t he o t her  
p eo p l e . 

L T . BOL TON: You ar e ex p r es s i ng an o p i n i o n . That  i s your  
p r i v i l eg e as an Amer i c an c i t i z e n t o hav e your  own per s o na l  op-
i n i o n . I  d o n ' t  want  us t o ent er  i n t o an ar gument . The Wax-
Depar t ment  d o e s n ' t  a r gue. I ' m her e t o c l a r i f y . P l eas e do n ' t  
ask me t o ar gue. I  c a n ' t  do i t . May I  make my p o s i t i o n c l e a r . 
You c a n ' t  put  me on t he spot  oec aus e I  wo n ' t _ b e put  on t he 
s pot  i n an ar gument . I  am s peak i ng as an o f f i c i a l . 1 am wi l l -
i ng t o exp l a i n and answer  q u es t i o n s . Out  I  r e f us e t o ar gue 
bec aus e bnc l e Sam do es n ' t " a r gue. They s ay , "L t . Bo l t o n , y ou go 
down t her e and t ake c ar e o f  t hes e t h i n g s . " And L t . Bo l t o n i s 
h e r e . I ' m f r ank wi t h y o u . I  am t no r ougnl y ho nes t  and s i nc er e 
wh i c h I  do f e e l  f o r  y o u . I  f  I  say any t h i ng at  a l l  l i k e t h a t , 



I  want  you t o appr ec i at e t hat  I  am oei ng s i nc er e and f t onest  as I  
can Oe. 

4s Ar e wi v es and c h i l dr en per mi t t ed t o l eav e t he 
Cent er ? 

A: I  can answer  t hat  v? r y o f f i c i a l l y , i hey wi l l  
be per mi t t ed t o l eav e t he Cent er  j us t  as soon as t hey 
ar e gi v en c l ear anc es . Your  wi v es and c h i l dr en over  

� 17 year s of  age wi l l  De r eg i s t er ed i mmedi at el y af t er  
t he r eg i s t r a t i o n of  mal e c i t i z en s and t hos « c l ear anc es 
wi l l  oe compl et ed j us t  as soon as po s s i b l e i 'or  t he 
War  Depar t ment  t o c ompl et e. J USL as soon as t hey wi l l  
get  i t  aut omat i c al l y and when you v o l unt eer  $ youx* wi v es 
and c h i l d r en over  17 year s wi l l  be- per mi t t ed t o t ake 
t hei r  p l ac e oecause t he ¥*ar  Depar t ment ; i s go i ng t o 
r ecommend t he ot her  agenc i es par t i c u l ar l y t o g i v « you 
s pec i al  c o ns i der at i o n . 

4s Wi l l  t hey De al l owed t o go back t o Ca l i f o r n i a? 

A: For  t he p r o s ent , NO. 

4 s Why wer e we t aken away f r om Ca l i f o r n i a? 

As I ' m as k i ng y o u , i n answer  t o y o ur s . For  t wo 
r eas o ns : per s onal  s af et y and nat i o na l  s a f et y . And 
f o r  t he same r eas o ns , f o r  t he p r es ent  NO. 

J U 
4s f i l l  wi ves and c h i l dr en be gi ven ŝ&r ne c o n s i d e r -
at i o n as a h r  $J hi t e s o l d i er s f o r  f che- mai nt enance? 

A: Y es . May we make on« add i t i o n i n answer  t o t hat  
ques t i o n . I n Uni t  I I I , Sgt . V̂vool sey and I  c o u l dn ' t  
answer  t hat  oecause we d i d n ' t  have t he i n f o r mat i o n . 
He wi l l  Oe abl e t o gi ve- yxj u- an en l i ght ened i nf or ma-
t i o n . I  am sor r y t hat  we d i d n ' t  have t he i nf o r mat i on 
f o r  Uni t  I I I . 

SOT . WOOLSEYs 'I 'he wi f e r ec ei v es #50 al l o t ment  r r om 
t he gover nment ; am*-  t he s o l d i er  c o nt r i o ut es $22, and 
t he gover nment , #28. 1 c an g i v e you<£f  ew f i gur es on 
t he al l o t ment  dependi ng on t he numOer  of  c h i l dr en and 
par ent s dependent  on t he s o l d i e r , ¡supposi ng t he sol d-
i er  has one wi f e and c h i l d , t he al l o t ment  i s #62. 
Wi f e and <k c h i l d r en , t he wi f e wi l l  get  $102. i b i s 
app l i es t o buck p r i v a t es . The way i t  i s f i g u r e d � 
t he wi f e r ec ei v es f l 2 f o r  t he f i r s t  c h i l d and #10 
f o r  ot her  c h i l dr en eac h- bes i des t he $50. 00 . 
A sol di e- r j nay- make an al l o t ment  t o t he par ent  and 
wi f e . J J or  i ns t anc e a s eedi er  has or e par ent  and 3 
c h i l d*and a F i f e . He a l i o $ 102 t o whi c h he con-
t r i out es |>22 and t ho gover nment  c o nt r i o ut es t he r es t . 
So i f  t he s o l d i er  has dependent s, ac t ual l y dependent  
on h i m, t hey wi l l  r ec ei v e t hese al l o t ment  ̂ and 1 
t h i nk many of  t he peopl e wi l l  oe gl ad t o l ear n aoout  
t hat . I  c a n ' t  go t hr ough t he ent i r e l i s t , out  I  wi l l  
Oe gl ad t o answer  any. s p ec i f i c ques t i ons even a l t er  



t he meet i n g , or  du r i ng our  s t ay her ©. I  may say t hat  we 
P l ann i ng on p u b l i s h i n g t he amount s of  t hes e a l l o t ment s L t he 
Ch r o n i c l e so you c an l o o k at  t hem f o r  y o u r s e l v es . 

L T . BOL TON: Thos e f i g u r e s ar e t ak en f r om t he War  De-
par t ment  manua l , "P er s o na l  A f f a i r s o f  t he Mi l i t a r y P e r s o n n e l *  ̂
and t he Dep en d a n t s x̂ a c f e i y - t h e same s c heaul e o f  'al l  e n l i s t e d 
men. Of f i c e r s d o n ' t  get  I t . Anyoody above a ouck s J ^a n t  
d o es n ' t  g e t ^k A , i r  you do a l l o t  t o p a r en t , you a l l o t  ¿ 22 f o r  

f * � ? 1 , a n * number ; »12 f o r  f i r s t  c h i l d and ¿ 10 
t h e r ea f t e r . I  hav e hear d about  a man wi t h 12 c h i l d r en who was 
o r al  t ed . Undo uo t edl y , Unc l e Sam i s r ea l l y pay i ng t her e . Sar a-
eant  s a i d he v o l un t eer ed , i o u a l l o t  5 . 0 0 f o r  t he c ar e o f  t he 

p ar en t  whi c h t he gover nment  mat ches- ; i n c as « o f  one p a r en t , t o 
t he t o t al  o f  ^37. Who i s r ea l l y a dependent  i s t he ques t i o n o f  

t a c t  t o be e s t a b l i s h e d . I t  i s n ' t  a. ques t i o n or  do nat i o n . 

t hey -̂ WI S H t o t e a mm her e i n t he Cen t e r , do YOU 
c o ns i der  t hem dependent s ? 

A: She ans wer  t o t hat  i s "Ms S". I  hav e an o p i n i o n 
i r om t he WHjk». and t h e y . wi j j  ̂ oe c o ns i der  eg as dependent s . i f  
t hey wer e¿ pef o r e t hey came t o t Ke C e n t e r  dependent  on y o u , 
v 4 l e n t hey came i n t o t he Cen t er , t he s ubs i s t enc e c har ge i s under  
WHA . 

9 
45 Suppos e a man mar r i es i n î f e cam) . 

>AWi f e i s a dependent «,. Ser geant  and I  agr eed t hat  
nooody i n t i v ui i f 6r m has any bus i nes s o f  be i ng mar r i ed , per son-
a l l y , f edi d t he t r i c k bef o r e ¿Lgot -  i n . I  j us t  want  t o st i ve or e 
exampl e: A f j j i fe and c h i l d or  a d i v o r c ed w i f e , p r o v i d i n g t he 
c o ur t  dec r eed you have t o pay a l i mo ny , i s a l l o wed t h i s dependenc y 
C l as s A a l l o t ment . Kven a wo r k i ng wi f e wi l l  get  C l as s  n k \  
whet her  s h e ' s a mi l l i o n a i r e , - ôw- w î ui i -  get t i ng 1 n -̂ f i er t r ongl t t y . 

1B .year s o f  age and- l f e- eo l l ege. 

" V � Suppose y ou hav e par ent s who ar e dependent s and i f  
you hav e o or  7 c h i l d r en? .-  ~ 

Ai  A w i f e , t oo? I t  c o ul d be t hat  a man has a dec eas ed 
wi f e . The t wo p a r en t s _wi l l  r ec e i v e | 47 . Wi f e and 5 c h i l d r e n , 
$102. 00"a d d i t i o n a l  i o r  t he #$2 a l l o t ment  t o wi f e a«d c h i l d r en and 
t he $5 add i t i o n a l  a l l o t ment  t o t he p a r en t s . I f  y ou have no wi l e 
and c h i l d r e n , out  y o ur  p a r en t s , you s t i l l  make t he $22 mont hl y 
a l l o t ment , Dut  t hey d o n ' t  r ec e i v e q u i t e as much as a wi f e and 
c h i l d r en wi l l  r e c e i v e . 

<45 I f  y ou v o l un t eer  and hav e a mot her  or  a f a t h er  i n an 
i nt er nment  camp, wi l l  t hey be r e l eas ed? 

A: I  t h i nk Mr . Head c an ans wer  t h a t . 

MR. HEADS You ans wer  t h a t , L t . Bo l t o n , y o u ' r e r i g h t  t her e by t he 
mi k e. 



L T . BOLTON. Al l  r i gh t , s i r . That  i s i n t he hands of  t he 
t he WRA f o r  r ecommendat i on, Ther e i s t he ot her  agency t o be con-
s i der ed. That  i s t he F . B . I . However , Mr . Head, speak i ng f o r  t he 
WFA, says t hat  al l  of  t hose vo l unt eer s who have par ent s i n i nt er n-
ment  camps wi l l  be s uo j ec t  t o s pec i al  c o ns i der at i o n. I f  t hey wer e 
t o be c l ear ed, t £ey wi l l  be t aken f r om i nt er nment  at  l â s t  and 
Dr ought  back t oKr el oc at i on Cent er  at  t he Ver y l eas t . And, i t  mor e 
I s po s s i b l e , much mor e wi l l  be ma d ep o s s i b l e . Bach case i s i ndi -
v i dual  and has t o be c ons i der ed as î ndi v i dual  c as e. 

4s I f  you answer  MK0n on «1sS #27� Do you wi s h t o ser vet  � 
woul d you be gi ven a chance t o expl ai n? 

As Si nc e. t he ques t i on i s br ought  up , I  bet t er  answer  
«^�A i e s t i o n 27. The gent l es- er f  gave t he c or r ec t  numcer , of  
c o ur s e/ "Ar e you wi l l i ng t o ser ve i n t he ar med f o r c es of  t he 
Uni t ed St at es wher ever  or der ed on comoat d̂ut y ; ar e you wi l l i n g t o 
ser ve? The YES or  NO answer  shoul d be ênt i r el y hones t  answer- asieL-
RWTi  V. HII  W n T. ' r  FFL y h"t r r̂ 1?» I t  must  be t he way you f ee l  about  i t . I t  
i s your  p r i v i l ege t o det er mi ne whi c h way t o answer . You may qual i -
f y any way you wi s h . You may gi ve your  r easons and t el l  why . 

4: Suppose r epat r i at i o n t o J apan h a ^^g e n s i gned bef o r e 
a per son h i t  t he c ent er  or  at  t f i e r el o c at i o n ana af t er  t hat  t he 
dr af t  or vt he s el ec t i v e s er v i c e come i n and one i s stuck«-  , whi ch 
way woul d t hey t ake i t ? Beeause t hese boys di dno t  s i gn t he paper s 
but  t he par ent s d i d i t  t or  t hem* 

As You mean par ent s fei gned f o r  t hei r  son? May 1 r e-
peat  your  ques t i on oecause i t  i s nec essar y t o get  t he ques t i on 
c l ear . The ques t i on i s i f  t he par ent s have s i gned f o r  t he chi l d-
r en f o r  r epat r i at i o n t o J ai  a n ^wh a t  aDout  i t ? The ques t i on I  want  

jo ask you bin*, thay 'di d n̂et  have your  consent  and knowl edge', * 
s i  V c a s e you have i n mi nd? 

45 Y ES. 

As Was t hi s r eques t  f o r  r epat r i at i o n s i gned by t he 
par ent s wi t h or  wi t hout  t he knowl edge of  t he c h i l dr en? 

4$ I  say wi t hout  knowl edge. 

As We' r e concer ned wi t h t he f r ee ac t s of  WWr  Amer i -
can c i t i z ens and i t  ver y o f t en happens t hat  t he par ent s have one 
at t i t ude r egar di ng l oy al t y and t hei r  c h i l dr en have anot her . Of  
c our s e, i t  i s a f ac t o r , but  i t  i s ^o t  t he compl et e dec i di ng f ac -
t or  and i t  may be po s s i b l e t hat xh i l c i r en may be ent i r el y l oy al  and 

p a r e n t s not  compl et el y l o y a l . The c h i l dr en wi l l  be char ged on 
bas i s of  h i s own l oy al t y and not  on t he l oyal t y of  t he par ent s . 
That  i s t he o f f i c i a l  answer  on t hat . I  am s peak i ng f o r  t he gov-
er nment  and t he V<ar  Depar t ment . I  am on t he r ec o r d. Anyt hi ng I  
say her e i s on t he r ec o r d. 

4s What  i f  t hey ac t ual l y s i gned t he r epat r i at i o n paper s? 
Ar e you go i ng t o be accept ed? 

As I f  t he c h i l dr en ac t ual l y s i gned f o r  r epat r i a t i o n , 
t he answer  i s HO. Not  f o r  t he combat  t eam. We 
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want  t he l o y a l  Ni s e i  on t h i s . We want  no ques t i o n of  l o y a l t y t o 
a r i s e on t h i s combat  u n i t . 

I f  t he o n l y son I n a f ami l y has p r o per t y i n Ca l i f o r n i a 
ar d he i s i n f o r  a c t i o n , what  p r o t ec t i o n has t he f ami l y as a l i en s ? 

A: We have a l ega l  o p i n i o n wh i c h ;&»r ~l awy er , Sg t . 
Woo l s ey wi l l  be g l ad t o ans wer , s ec ur ed f r om t he WRA l ega l  s t a f f . 

SGT. WOOL SF Y : I  am go i ng t o r ead s ev er al  l ega l  ques t i o ns 
c o nc er n i ng r es i den t s who ar e c o nt empl at i ng t o e n l i s t  i n t he ar med 
f o r c es . We h a v ^h e r e p r i n t ed . A s o l d i e r  wi l l  be away f r om hor re 
an y ear  or  mor e andf maj o r  p ar t  of  t he dur at i o n and par ent s have 
no adequat e mean® of  s uppo r t . The f o l l o wi n g ar e some ans wer s : 
1 under s t and t hat  t he ar my has t ak en s t e p i g  ̂ t hos e who ar t  l i v i n g 
I n r e l o c t i o n c ent er s who ar e en t i t l ed , t o dependenc y . They ar e 
made upon wr i t t en ap p l i c a t i o n by s o l d i e r s s e r v i n g , made on or  
behal f  of  t he dependent . So l d i e r s ar e t nc o ur agec t o make wi l l f c -
i r . t he ev ent  no wi L L _ i s made, t he dec eas ed s o l d i e r ' s p r o per t y 
i s di s - t r i out ed equal l y and gener a l l y made i n Ca l i f o r n i a so f a r  as 
Ca l i f o r n i a r es i den t s ar e c o nc er ned. So l d i e r s may wi l l  t o f ami l i es 
or  o t her  c l o s e r e l a t i v e  ̂ ev en t hough t hey ar e a l i e n s . And r ea l  
pr oper t y under  Ca l i f o r n i a l aw says t hat  t he pr oper t y mus t  be s o l d 
wi t h i n t en y ear s t o an Uni t ed St at es c i t i z e n . A puv/er  o f  at t o r ney 
may be gr ant ed by a s o l d i e r  t o manage a f ar m or  o t her  pr oper t y or  
t o t ake c ar e of  a bank ac c o unt . I n c as e of  a bank ac c o un t , t ne 
a l i en s mus t  be r eg i s t e r ed . And a l l  a l i en s who r es i ded i n t h i s 
count r y s i nc e J une , 1940 ax- e r e g i s t e r e d , ¿ r oper  exec ut i o n of  t he 
power  of  at t o r ney must  be f i l e d . . You c an g i v e ano t her  SPXK man t he 
power  o f  at t o r ney t o s e t t l e a l l  p r o p er t y . Ther e ar e s t at e l aws and 
t hey must  be c o n s i de r ed . » 

Co u l d you ex p l a i n about  some of  us who ar e s t i l l  
c l a s s i f i e d as 4- C' s ? 

A: 4- C i s an j i l i e n ) ^^^s i f I c a t i o n . The r e a s o n / f o r  
t hat  was t her e was no po l i c y s et  up at  t he t i me of  ev ac uat i o n 
wh i c h t ook p l a c e . Now t her e i s a p o l i c y s et  up and t hos e t o be 
r emoved may be r emoved j us t  as r ap i d l y as i s p o s s i b l e t o r emove 
i t . T h a t ' s t i l e pur pos e of  t he t eam hex*«- - t o s t a r t  t hat  p r o c edur e. 
1 hope you hav e t hat  i n mi nd. T h i s i s ^e r y i mpor t ant  o c c as i o n 
f o r  a l l  o f  y o u. We d i d n ' t  have t he t i me t o wor k out  t he scheme 
and we have depended on t he l o y a l t y of  t he Ni s e i  t o c ar r y i t  
t h r o ugh . 

4S Wi l l  t hos e i n c a mo u f l a g e net  f ac t o r y be c o ns i der ed as 
es s en t i a l  war  wo r k er s and c an t he peo p l e who ar c wo r k i ng i n t he 
c amouf l age f ac t o r y be def er r ed f r om t he ar my? 

A: I  t h i nk you ar e j umpi ng ahead. May I  make one 
po i n t  c l e a r . T h i s pr ogr am wh i c h we ar e on now i s onl y t he f i r s t  
s t ep . You wi l l  no t  be* r eg5s t er ed f o r  s e l ec t i v e s e r v i c e . T h i s 
mi s s i o n we ar e engaged l̂ s r e a l l y t he f i r s t  st ep,. T h i s mi s s i o n 
I s t o e s t a b l i s h l eav e c l e a r a n c e s � i n d e f i n i t e l eav e c l ear anc es 
f o r  a l l  of  y o u , w ê ŝ s T e - r r t t x̂ L ^̂  '- i  t-1 V B Y o u s e e , 
t he ques t i o n o f  exempt i on I s no t  f o r  us t o ans wer . I  c ant  s peak 
f o r  t he s e l ec t i v e ' s er v i c e at  a l l , beyond t he f ac t s o f  our  mi s s i o n 



her e wf t i ch has no t hi ng t o do wi t h s el ec t i v e s er v i c e. We ar e us i nu 
t he machi ner y set  up oy Se l ec t i v e Ser v i c e t o s ec ur e v o l unt eer s 
Tor  a combat , t eam. 

H Then t he 27t h ques t i o n� Ar e you wi l l i n g t o 
ser ve i n t he ar med f o r c es wher ever  or der ed,- . i f  you put  HO on 
t hai ,, you s t at e your  r eas ons because y o u ' r e wor k i ng i n - er def ense 
wor k , or  i n a f ac t o r y , or  i n at î ndus t r y or  i n - « âg r i c u l t u r e . 
How woul d you answer  t hat  i r  you wer e i n our  shoes? 

A: May I  c l a r i f y t h i s , None of  you ar e I n essen-
t i a l  war  wor k . I  mean l e g a l l y . I ' m s eak i ng f r om t he s t andpo i nt  
of  t he gover nment . 

4s I f  a f e l l o w wi s hes t o go t o c o l l ege t o t ake 
c our s es i n der er .se wo r k , c oul d he? 

A: I f  you secur e a l eav e c l ear anc e f r om h e r e , 
you wi l l  ue exac t l y on t he same f o o t i ng as any o t her  c i t i z e n ,̂ 
wi t h t he exc ep t i o n� you cannot  ent er  Zone I  or  Zone A. T h a t ' s 
t he onl y r es t r i c t i o n , !�her e i s t he r es t  of  t he Uni t ed St at es 
wni c h i  s l ar ge and ur oad and i s opened t o j ou��compl et el y opened 
t o J OU . 

4* I f  t her e ar e t hr ee v r o t her s i n t he ar med f o r c es , 
t h i s i s go i ng back t o t he al l o t ment  f o r  t he par ent s*�does each 
one of  t he t hr ee c ont r i out e t o t he par ent s ' suppor t ? 

A; That  ques t i o n , my l awyer  up t he l e f t  has s a i d , 
i s t he ques t i o n j Df  f a c t , '¿he f ac t  of  dependec y . i f  t hese par ent s 
a  ̂ de} er xdent  ac t ual l y on you wnen you go i n t he ar my, you woul a 
t nen t ake c ar e of  t he a l l o t ment , i f  t he 6 ur o t her s have not  
t aken car e ol ' t he a l l o t ment , you wi l l , i  do n ' t  see why t her e 
shoul d oe mor e t han one al l o t ment  i f  t hey ar e t aken c ar e o f . 

� j  
4* I f  you v o l unt eer  f o r  t he ar my, what  i s t he s t at us 
of  your  par ent s ? 

As Same gener al  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . I t ' l l  De l es s 
t r ouo l e f o r  t he WKA i f  "t hey ar e i n t  e Cent er  ana l eav e c l ear anc es 
wi l l  oe expedi t ed wi t h s pec i a l  handl i ng I f  you v o l unt eer . I t  wi l l  
be a s pec i a l  c o ns i der at i o n oy t he «ar  j j e âr t nent . 

45 On t f i ui * ques t i on #27. I f  you answer  nY j sSn, ar e 
you v o l unt eer i ng? 

A: NO you ar e no t . Xou ar e mer el y expr es s i ng 
what  you f e e l . ¥ou ar e no t  v o l unt eer i ng i f  you answer  Y L S. We 

want  t hese answer s t o be t hor oughl y augWei �whet her  i t  be YES or  
NO. » ¿ W ' 

4s On t h i s 27 ques t i o n , I f  you answer  NO, 
ê e ai i ugO ui- i]  vul ur r ccesv does t hat  mean t he ar my gi ve* you an ex-
c ept i on? 

A: I f  you answer  NO, you have no p l ac e on t hat  
combat  t eam bec aus e i t  i s a comoat  u n i t . I f  you answer  No , you 
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c annot  v o l unt eer . You do n ' t  v o l unt eer , of  c o ur s e, I f  yout  answer  
HO t o t hat . That  wi l l  be ext r emel y i l l o g i c a l . * a n . * « . 

4s Suppose you wer e dr af t ed when you answer ed BO? 

Ai  I f  you ar e c l ear ed on l o y a l t y , you ar e exac t l y 
on t he same bas i s any ot her  Amer i can c i t i z e n . Unc l e Sar-
not  go i ng t u t he men and t ap t hei r  s houl der s and s ay , 'Ar e you 
go i ng t o f i g h t ? ' He i s go i ng t o s ay , ' Br o t her , y o u ' r e e l ec t ed� 
whet her  you want  t o or  n o t ' j u s t  as exac t l y as any ot her  c i t i z en 
i n t he c o unt r y � 

I  under s t and t hat  a f t er  »t he Vo l unt eer i ng , t he s el ec t i v e 
s er v i c e wi l l  come and s t ar t  i t s mac hi ner y . 

A; No , no t  i mmedi at el y ~t er . I  br ought  t hat  ques t i on 
up t he o t her  mor ni ng and asked f o r ĉ l o f l ni t e t i me and Washi ngt on 
aut ho r i zed me t o say t h i s ; so f ur  as - Ŝftr  t i me i s c onc er ned, i rt iw 
s e l ec t i v e s er v i c e i s p l anni ng t o i n s t i t u t e t ^* d r a f t i ng i n a l l  
of  t he c ent er s �- twist  I t  may Oe an year  bef o r e tr ie s el ec t i v e 
ser v c e i s set  up t o dr a f t  f r om t he c en t er s , or  i t  may be as 
l i t t l e as «6 mont h«. The p r o babi l i t y i s f r om o mont hs" t o an y ear . 
I n ot her  wo r ds , s e l ec t i v e s er v i c e wi l l  not - come i n next  week . 

I f  you do no t  v o l unt eer  f o r  t he combat  Ser v i c e , what  
happens t  

A: My dear  s i r , we ar e dependi ng on t he l o y al t y of  
Amer i can c i t i z en s of  J apanes e des c ent . I  am qui t e sur e t hat  
we wi l l  have enough. 1 1 am t e l l i ng you t hat  t he c i t i z e r s of  
J a; ar es « des c ent  J j x- Hawai i  had f̂ cer t ai n quot a t o f i l l  and t hey 
wer e hai r - way t hr ough wi t h t he'Vegi  s t r at i  on and t he quot a was 
f i l l e d t wi ce over  wi t h h a l f  of  t he r eg i s t r a t i o n compet ed. Does 
t hat  mean any t h i ng t o you? 

4s I f  one v o l unt eer s , how soon wi l l  he l eav e t he r e-
l o c at i o n c ent er ? 

Aj  ̂ That  i s êxt r emel y H^e r t i n e ! t  ques t i o n . i he 
l i r s t  man v ^^^o e ac c ept ed i n Camp Shel by wher e t he t r a i n i ng 
camp i s l o c at ed , on Mar ch 1 , but  t hat  do es n ' t  
mean ever ybody wi l l  l eav e f i r s t . Fr om Mar ch 1 , t o Apr i l  1 , t he 
combat  t eam wi l l  be- as sembl ed. I t  i s phy s i c a l l y i mpos s i bl e t o 
r ec ei v e a l l  t he v o l unt eer s and get  ever ybody t her e. We have a l l  
t he mont h of  Mar ch f o r  r ec opt i on t i me. Some wi l l  l eav e t hen and 
some l a t e r . I f  you ar e ac c ept ed, i t  wi l l  De dur i ng Mar ch or  
Ap r i l . We c a n ' t  g i v e you any as s ur anc e. I t  t ook me 11 mont hs 
t o get  i nt o my uni f o r m. I  got  ver y i mpat i ent  and f e l t  t hat  I  
was n ' t  good enough t o bi-  t aken i nt o t he ar my. I ' m qui t e s ur e, 
you wi l l  not  have t o wa i t  11 mont hs* Ser geant i s ugges .t i onj  Co l . 
Scol t ey, exec ut i v e o f f i c e r �o n e of  your  bes t  f r i ends i n Was h i ngt o n� 
l e f t  t hi s i nf o r mat i ons Th6 c adr e i n Camp Sh e l o y û mp o s e i  al moct  
or  a l l  Ni s ei  s o l d i er s who ar e mak i ng p l ans f o r  r ec ap t i o n . Some ^  ̂
of  you had t hat  i nf o r mat i on al r eady i r  you have or ot her s i n t he v 
ar my. I  f i r s t  hear d of  i t  when I  was I n Camp I I I . 



Wi l l  thex- c be an a i r  c o r ps wi t h i n t ho comDat  t eam? What  
wi l l  c o ns t i t u t e a coznodt  t eam? 

A: A comoat  t eam i s made up of  gr ound f o r c es o n l y . 
The ai r  f o r c e i s s epar at e. For  t he p r es en t , t her e i s no a i r  
f o r c e i n t he combat  t eam because t hat  i s a s epar at e or anch of  
t he ar my. I t  � ? s composed of  I n f ant r y ( I  c a n ' t  g i v e you t he 
f i g u r e s � t h a t  i s c o n f i den t i a l ) Ar t i l l er y - - heavy anci  l i gnt �wf a ĉ f a 
comet» under  F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , Quar t er mas t er  Co r ps , s i gnal  Co r ps , 
Medi c al  Depar t ment  per s o nnel , i &ngi  f l oor , '¿rank ar c Ant i - Tank 
u n i t s � a l l  or  t he un i t s no c ebbai j  t o mak e ' i t  a c ompl et e, s c l f -
o per at i ng un i t  wi l l  De i nc l uded. Ai r  l o r c o I s en t i r e l y s epar at e 
f r om t he combat  u n i t , They wor k i n c ooper at i on wi t h t he comoat  
t eam, but  ar e no t  a par t  o i  I t . ' 

How many mont ns oi  oas i c t r a i n i ng ar e t ner e at  t he oaxnp? 

A; Di d yojr. say o as i c t r a i n i ng? Bas i c t r a i n i ng i s a 
d i i i ex en t  t h i ng. exac t l y t he same t r a i n i ng as. ot her  uni t s wnl c n 
aas ueen gener al l y o mont hs 01 t r a i n i ng . I t  t akes aoout  o mont ns 
t o make a s o l di er  so he can f unc t i o n as par t  of  t he ar my. I n 
some c as es , i n exc ept i onal  u n i t s , l i t t l e l e s s . We can get  an excel -
l en t  combat  t eam gener al l y i n o mont ns ' t i me. I f  you want  a def -
i ni t e f i g u r e , i t  I s 6 mont ns . 

«¿5 The way you answer  t he ques t i on t omor r ow, wi l l  i t  have any 
e i i ec t  on your  l eav e c l ear anc e i f  you ar e no t  a v o l unt eer ? 

A: I  hope you do n ' t  mean ,whethex-  you o f f er  t o v o l unt eer  
or  no t . I s t nat  what ŷou nave m mi nd? Xour  o i l er  t o v o l unt eer  
wi l l  no t  p r ej ud i c e t he l eav e c l ear anc e f o r ms , borne of  you r eg i s t er  
t s o r r o w, and some of  you on Tues day , by Tuesday eveni ng we nope 
t o nave r egi s t ar ed a l l  oi  y ou. Our  pur pose i s t o pr ov i de l eav e 
c l ear anc es as many as we c an. I t  i s a who l es al e pr ov i s i o n oi  l eav e 
c l ear anc es . Xour  o f f er  t o v o l unt eer  wi l l  r o t  a f f ec t  t hat . The 
eOi Toat  dut y i s composed of  peopl e who want  t o get  i n . 

4: I  am not  Ver y c l ear  on t h a t � i f  ôu v o l unt eer  now, do you 
get  a second chance t o v o l unt eer ?  ̂

A: I  do n ' t  qui t e under s t and ycux ques t i o n . 

SGT, IVOOLSfcY: I n i o anow«r  fj i t>. 

Lt l  Aga i n , may I  s t at e t hat  your  anewer  YkS t o 27 
does not  Co ns t i t ut e v o l unt eer i ng, What  we want  i s your  ho nes t  

op i n i on and an ho nes t  expr es s i o n oi  y o u r ' u e l i e i . I f  you ar e r eady 
you wi l l  f i g h t  

no maot or  how you wont  i nt o t ne f ' g h t  and go wher e- " 
ever  or oex- ed. The oxr er  t o v o l unt eer  i s a s epar at e t h i ng . . I t ' s 
anot her  papex* en t i r e l y . 

Wi l l  a negat i v e answer  a f f ec t  t hat ? 

A: Not  i n i t s e l i . We do n ' t  want  anyone t o per j ur e 
xi i meel f . We ar e not  c o ns i der i ng . We ax*e dependi ng on your  
hones t y i n t nese ans wer s . Ther e i s a sever e penal t y or  per j ur y 
-  and you know t hat . We know you ax- © nonewt . 
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Q; s ^t u J O i ^^q i � T h e ques t i o n wao, Wi l l  t he women be 
abl e t o v o l unt eer  i n t he WAACS? 

A: We di d i ntend- *s£, as one member  o f  our  t eam, a 
WAAC r epr es ent at i v e t o come her e t o camp., hay i ng 
oqon t he ap 1 onet i a yoan^̂ ŵomgn ô t a g e r  t o du t hei i  par t , but  
i t  wa s n ' t  poss i bl ekt o i nc l ude her  on our  t eam. 

The r eg i s t r a t i o n s t ar t s t omor r ow* l i hù t  pr oc edur e i s t her e 
r  peopl e who ar e i l l / 

h: TLie VTRA per s onnel  wi l l  t ake car e o f  t hat * Those 
who «are bedr i dden ar e no t  expec t ed to come her e. Ever y con-
s i der at i o n i s ¿ i v en t o t hose who ar e i l l  and c a n ' t  be her e. 

ki . I s t her e any a&e l i mi t a t i o n of  ones who v o l unt eer ? 

Y es * 
The 

A ; 
combat  age I  

Under  
is 18-38, 

l i mi t  of  17 a t t a i ned Qrit-  F ebr uar y 
but  a 17 y ear - o l d can v o l un t eer . 

k i  V»ho wi l l  be t he o f f i c e r s of  t h i s combat  un i t ? 

A : They wi l l  be c hosen f r om t he r anks o f  t he vol un-
t eer s t hemsel ves j us t  as soon as khoae_ men_on t he bas i s o f  
p r ev i o us t r a i n i ng and a b i l i t i e s j md number  o f  f ac t o r s whi c h 
appl y anywher e i n t he army ĤftffiTy-  can be advanced i n t hei r  gr ade 
t o f i l l  t he commi ss i on r ank s * F or  t he p r es en t , because t her e 
ar e ver y f ew commi ss i oned who ar e not  on t he f r o n t s , and be-
cause t her e ar e so ver y f ew of  J apanes e des c ent  ̂ who ar e i n 
t hi s count y and not  i n f o r e i gn s er v i c e , t h i s uni t  wi l l  be 
<pf  f l eer ed by Cau c as i an s . But  j us4r �as soon as t he men f r om t he 
r an k.5 adv anc e, i t  wi l l  be c ompl et el y o f f i c e r ed by t he N i s e i . 
Ther e r̂ e e n 0 ug hf  -t  ei«rf  i.t  I  f  i ^̂ gf e-  o f f i c e r s s uc h as f i r s t  and 
second l i eu t enant s Sgrm th.o t o f i l l  i t s r ank s , but  t her e 
ar e onl y j us t <v er y f ew c ap t a i ns i n t h i s count r y no w. So , we 
wi l l  have t o r ai s i Ss * t hose l i eu t enan t s t c c apt ai n Ĵ ws and 
o t her s to maj or s f r om t he combat  un i t  r ank s , f hey wi l l  be 
sent  t o o f  f l eer s'*.***» c and i dat e school  under  t he same sor t  o f  
t r a i n i ng as t hat  o f  anyone e l s e , and wi l l  be under  t he same 
K i nd of  s t andar ds . We have no doubt  t hat  t her e ar e l ar ge 
number s f fho wi l l  '¿o t o i t s s c ho o l s , and t hey wi l l  be commi s-
s i oned upon t he amount  needed beyond t he combat  un i t . Ther e 
wi l l  be no r es t r i c t i o n on t he number  o f  men of  aho J apanes e 
des c ent  who�nr e comni ss i oned -̂

combat  
t he Ni s e i  
un i t ? 

s o l d i e r s i n t he 
- i e � 

ar my dr af t ed 
A 

i nt o 

t hem o ut . 
do n ' t  

we want  i s enough f o r  t r a i n i ng 
t he ques t i o n o f  d r a f t i n g . These 
eiet-  i nt o t hem, we have t o d i s -

t hem. Sg t . K i no s h i t a coul d 

A ; No . Our  t r oubl e i n t he ar my i s t o keep 
P r ac t i c a l l y ever y Ni s e i  want s t o get  i nt o i t  and we 
need ver y many of  t hem. A l l  
c adr e . The d i f f i c u l t y i s n ' t  
coys ar e t r a i n i ng so har d t o 
cour age r at her  t han encour ag 
t e l l  you about  h i s b r o t her , 

33T . K I N05SI T A : S i r , my br ot her  has been t r y i ng har d 
t o get  i nt o « ^s p e c i a l  combat  du t y , but  c o u l d n ' t , bec ause 
t hose s el ec t ed t o s er ve f r om t he J apanes e- Amer i c an s o l d i er s 
have been moved t o Shel by a l r eady . 
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ADDI TI ON TO PAGE 9 whi c h was i nadv er t ent l y o mi t t ed. 

Q X d i d n ' t  at t end t he meet i ng t oday . J En answer i ng t he 27t h 

wi i i  t her e bf  any i nd i v i dual  c ons i der ed as Co ns c i ent i o us Obj ec t -
o r , i f  any?  ̂

, n : Why c e r t a i n l y . Ther e ar e n̂uai ber  ©i  Co ns c i ent i o us Obj ec t -
o r s . ¥ou get  t he same c o ns i der at i o n t hey g e t . I f  you do n ' t  want  
t o f or  i r ei i gi ous r eas o ns . Be t hor oughl y ho nes t . We don t- w<ant  
anyone t o say YES when t hey ac t ual l y do not  b e l i ev e . 

a Do v o l unt eer s have s pec i a l  pr i y l l ege�over  i nduc t ed men? 

A: That  i s a s ens i b l e ques t i o n . I t  i s al ways a ques t i on whi ch 
bot her s us i n t he ar my. *he Ser geant  says NO. He came i n t hr ough 

«fee ©el ec t i v e s er v i c e. And you have t he ans wer , 1 t h i nk . Theo r et i c al l y 
NC . Te ar e al l  i n t h i s wt r  and t hose who an<L i n uni f o r m ar e i n i t  
t o t he wi nni ng of  t he war . U i s t he mai n o b j ec t i v e of  t he ar my so 
I  c o u l dn ' t  hol d any i nduc ement . I  must  be t hor oughl y honest  wi t h 
y o u . 

Q Assumi ng t he £ac t  t hat  a_v o l unt eer  combat  uni t  i s f i l l e d , 
ana i t  goes ac r oss t he s eas .and f i ght 5v er y we l l . A f t er  t he war , 
who wi l l  guar ant ee our  c i v i l  r i ght s and C i v i l  l i be r t i es and our  
r i gh t  t o ¿o t ack to Ca l i f o r n i a? Thr ough what  machi ner y do you gua-
r ant ee t hose r i gh t s ? 

/ A: You ar e Over l ooKi ng t he gover nment . The f eder al  gover n-
ment  has l i mi t ed power  over  a l l  s t a t es , 1 t hi nk t h i s per s o nal l y . 
I  t hi nk Uiej fcombat  t eam wi l l  s o l ve your  pr obl ems . c an ' t  guar an-
t ee any t ni n ôn behal f  of  t he s t aue. wn*l y, I  c an speak i n behal f  of  
t he f eder al  gover nment . **obody s ai d you c o u l d n ' t . 

Q But  i s i t  po s s i b l e t hat  t he St at e o f  Ca l i f o r n i a can pr event  
our  r et ur n? . 

n\  The s t at e l egi  s l aT î s« wi t h i n W ^ r  j u r i s d i c t i o n . Nobody 
nas s ai d any t h i ng yet  . Pr obabl y  ̂ t hey wi l l  meet  you at  t he s t at e 
bor der  a f t er  t he war - wi t h t he br ass band. I  am not  commi t t i ng my-
s e l f . That  3 what  x i magi ne uriwrtr  wi l l  happen. The combat  t eam 
wi l l  be a gl o r i ous o r gan i s at i o n . 

Q 
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LT. BOLTON: Sgt . Ki noshi t a woul d gi ve hi s r i .;ht arm 
i f  he coul d get i t buck l at er to get i nt o him combat duty hi msel f . 

How about those sol di er s «ho were di smi ssed from the army 
r i ght  a f t er  t he war  br oke out ? 

A: We a i ĥ t  as wel l  be f r ank about  i t , Vou wer e 
k i c k ed out  o f  t he ar i ay. The pr oper  pr oc edur e i 3 t o appl y f o r  
vo l unt ar y i nduc t i o n i f  you want  t o get  back i n . Get  i nt o t he 
combat  un i t . T n i s i s y our  u n i t . Thi s app l i es t o a l l  o f  you 
who wer e r el eas ed f r om t he ar r ay. Those o f  you who had mi l i t ar y 
t r a i n i ng wi l l  be i n t he mi l i t ar y p r ef er r ed o f f i c e r s . You had 
t hat  exper i enc e and you wi l l  have a l i t t l e j ump over  t he o t her s , 
but  you have t o keep ho pp i ng. 

Q How h i ¿ h can you get  i n t he r ank? 

h ; Maj o r . That  i s , t wo s t eps above F i r s t  L i eut enant  
and two s t eps bel ow t he r ank o f  a gener a l . Ther e i s no r es t r i c t -
i on r egar di ng t he r ank . I t  depends en t i r e l y on ab i l i t y and 
t r ai n i ng as oppor t uni t y af f o r ds as t he war  p r o g r e s s e s / 

Q. 7111 a v o l unt eer  have pr ef er enc e or  a p r i v i l ege t o j o i n 
any br anch o f  t he s er v i c e? 

A ; The answer  i s d i f f i c u l t . Your  c ho i c e of  uni t  may 
not " be t he un i t  f o r  whi c h you ar e bes t - f i t t ed . The ar my r e-
ser ves t he r i ght  t o put  a man wher e he can wor k bes t  and con-
t r i but e t o t he war  e f f o r t . Most  l i k el y you wi l l  be asked f o r  
br anch you ar e wel l - s u i t ed. I  cannot  as s ur e y o u . I  was t r ai n-
ea f c r  t he F i e l d a r t i l l e r y , but  I  am i n t he cor ps o f  t he Pr ovost -
Mar t i a l . My br anc h i s F i e l d A r t i l l e r y � t h a t ' s what  I  mean f or  
s u i t ab i l i t y of  s e r v i c es . Y es , you wi l l  have a chance t o s t at e 
j o ur  pr ef er enc e on t he f or m you f i l l  out  when you go t o She l by . 

SGT . ¿VOOLSEY: I f  you want  t o Oo i nt o t he medi c al  c o r ps , ask 
f o r  t ne quar t er mas t er  c o r ps , and i f  j o u want  t o ê t  i nt o t he 
HUar t er ;a<ust er  c o r ps , ask f o r  t he medi cal  c o r ps . 

L T . BOLTCtfi: T i i at 's an army s ec r et . He s ho u l dn ' t  have t o l d you 
t hat . Ser geant  asKed f o r  i t _and ¿ot  h i s p r ef er enc e f o r  a wh i l e . 

s Suppose you do n ' t  l i s e t he ar my k hak i , and y ou want  t o 
i &et  i nt o t he navy b l u e ; 

A: At  t he pr es ent  t i me, NO. But  I  c an ' t  speak , f or  t he 
Nav y . They ar e c o ns i der i ng i t  now. L t . C o v i n s i s pushi ng t hat  
i n Washi ngt on now. i  wi s h I  can answer  f o r  t he Nav  ̂ . 

Q f f f aer e wi l l  t he combat  uni t  be s ent  t o f i ght ? 

A: I t ' s not  t he i n t ent i o n f o r  t he combat  un i t  t o f i gh t  

f " ^t i i r ^o l ^t  a r 6 a * f r f r ĝ » m  ̂ i  n.t an Li  on - at�»he-  pr es ent  t i me-



^  ̂ doseeg»- t n-tii».- P«af l e ar ea r i  -ht � t ^VI T̂T 

Wi l l  vo l unt eer s be per mi t t ed t o RO back t o r »n � 
s et t l e pr oper t y mat t er s? Ca l i f o r n i a t o 

» T O -
o W w n f t r a s ? l d i 0 r  C a n " 0 t  q U a U f y what  ar e 

A? I f  you cannot  qual i f y phv s i c al l v t he + # 

S r  T F F -  s -  ; a 

B m . ^ r i v K ^* ' - " " " � ' " ¿ J s r M E -
" ® s ? r  o t he r ec ept i on po i nt  and exc l uded f or  
phys i c al  r eas ons , you ar e c l ear ed t hen and vou V l  h t T t h 
chance of  get t i ng a j ob wi t hout  f ur t her  ado* ® 0 Do you go a l l  t he way t o Shel by t o t ake your  phy s i c al ? 

- U ^ ^ ^ j S V ^ J ^ f f i f t  *However  


