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NOTES ON SELECTIVE SERVICE REGISTRATION
Background Data

Nov. 17, 1942

The councilmen reported to their blocks at suppertime that
the three Japanese sergeants from Camp Savage would meet all
those interested in emlisting in their language school at the
block 22 shibal stage that evening. At that time they especially
encouraged Issel to be present to allay any suspicion on their part.
The meeting commenced about 8:00 P,M. with an audience of approxi-
mately 300 to 350. The Jun Nisei were conspicuous in their absence,
the crowd being preflominantly composed of Issei and Kibei. The
sergeants spoke in Japanese explaining their mission and emphasized
the great difficulty the Army was experiencing in finding soldiers
well versed in Japanese. As publicized in Life and The Reader's
Digest there were extremely few Caucasians who could read and write
Japanese so‘the U.S, gbvernment was appealing to the Nisei, especially
the Kibei, for help. They explained that their system was to send
a Kibel and a Jun Nisei together into the field, the Kibei trans-
lating Japanese into ﬂnglish, and the Nisei vice versa. The under-
lying insinuation as interpreted by the audience was that the U.S.
army could not trust the Kibei but they were indispensable because
of thelr mastery of Japanese.

The questions from the audience came mostly from the Kibei.
One individual who had been discharged from Camp Roberts immediately
after Dec. 7 wished to know the reason for his discharge. One of
the sergesants meticulously explained that the command?’ng officer of

each camp had the discretion to do wha* he considered wisest and



had acted accordingly. The Kibei continued rélentlessly: "Don't
you think it funny that they Q%uld want us again after discharging
us once?" The sergeant evaded the question.

Another Kibei inquired: "If we joined the language school
(the sergeants had carefully explained that Camp Savage was a
language school and not an intelligence school) and performed the
duties assigned to us, what will our status be after the war because
I know we can't reburn to Japan and the Japanese community in America
will not accept us." One of the soldiers replied: "After all our
sons and daughters will remain in America and this 1is the time to
show our patriotism." At this point an old man in the audience
shouted irritably: "Yose, yose, bakayarol', which freely translated
would amount to "Stop your chattering, you god damn fooll"

The atmosphere was definitely antagonistic toward the poor
Japanese sergeants. People around me were trying to think up
questions that might embarrass them. Ons *nquired if the sergeants
expecte” to 7o & missioned eventually. One of them answered:

"Only the Caucasians are commissioned." The same individual
continued: "Do you think thatls fair?" IHe replied: "That's the
sort of thing we're fighting against. I don't consider it fair
myself." Another asked: "Do we go out to fight?" One of the
soldiers intimated that as soon as they were sufficiently trained
they would be flown to the Solomons or to some other locality

in the southwset Pacifie where they would be attached to head-
quarters to act as interpreters when Japanese prisoners were brought
in or to translate diaries, field instructions, ete. found on
corpses. # voice interrupted: "Ihatts spy work isn't it?" The

sergeants defended themselves: "No, because they simply trandlate
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material brought in and do not actually go to the other side of
the line."

X who was standing beside me remarked that the sergeants did
not have sufficient command of the language to be able to translate
or to guestion Japanese prigoners. He maintained that their
Japanese was childish. The soldlers appeared to belong to the
"rah-rah" type usually found on a college campus. X volced sympathy
for them because they were simply carrying out their duties and
felt that the residents instead of heckling them should cooperate
with them.

Kecording to reports at least forty indicated a desire to
enlist at Camp Savage at the time representative councilmen from
the three units met with the sergeants and interested individuals
directly after Dillon Myer's speech in the morning but half dropped
out later when they were informed that they would be sent to the
front. <he strike which commenced the morning after the meeting
also intimidated a few into remaining in camp and only seven were

reported to have actually left for Camp Sqvage.

Dec. 11, 1942
Shortly after the return of the three representatives to the

JACL convention in Salt Lake City in November a strong movement was

initiated in Camp II largely through the efforts of Tachibana and

his anti-administration clicque to oppose the resolution passed by
the JACL protesting the reoddesirjcation of Nisei to 4-C, This

group drafted the following statement which was approved by blocks

207, 208, 209, 215 and 216 and forced Ssbure Kido to sign it:
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We, Saburo Kido, T.G. Ishimaru, and Susumu Togasaki, who
attended the JACL conference at S%lt Lake City in Utah, did not
represent anyone but ourselves, he resolution objecting to
reclassification of all Nisei as 4-C that was passed therefore does
not apply to people of Poston, Arizona. I will take steps to re-

tract this resolution as far as the residents are concerned.
Dec., 11, 1942

/s/ Saburo Kido

Subsequently the seme group drew up another statement at a
quad meeting attended by residents of blocks 211, 213 and 214
and agein compelled Kido to sign it:

We will be willing to join the resolution of the JACL protest-
ing recassification to 4-C providing the U.S. govermment will
recognize all of our constitutional and civlil rights as fmerican
citizens by granting privileges to citizens and alien parents to
return to their original places prior to evacuation, and that the

U.S. govermment will reimburse us on losses incurred because of

evecuatione.
Dec. 14, 1942

/s/ 8aburo Kido.

About this time it was reported that Tachibana and his gang
were doing everything possible to diseredit Kido and the JATL.

They not only planted pickets to prevent people from attending quad
meetings to hear Kido's version of the story but actually caused
minor disturbances at the meetings to break them up.

Meanwhile in Camp I a small group of about ten to fifteen
individuals was quite active trying to solicit aid to their
opposition to the JACL resolution. The strongest agitation seemed
to come from the northeastern section of camp, particularly blocks
3 and 4. ‘he residents in cemp as a whole, however, were'rather
indifferent to the activity. fhe Issei attitude appeared to be that
they were enemy aliens and therefore this was rather a ticklish or
delicate problem for them to become involved in. X at the time was

handing out the following advice when approached on the problem:



To Issei: "Don't express any opinion. It is not our business."
To Nisei: "This is none of our business as Issei. If I were
a Nisei, however, I would say, 'Be patriotic. Serve
your country.t"

To Kibei: "They won't take you anyway so it's best to remain
quiet to prevent raising a stink.”

- X meintained that if the "agitators" felt that the three representatives
had overstepped their authority they should question them instead of
attacking the resolution formulated by representatives of other
Nisei in the country.

At the Issei Advisory Bosrd meeting held on Dec. 17, 1942
there was some talk that the matter should be investigated. A
joint meeting of the two councils was therefore planned for lMonday,
Deec. 21, to H?ésh out the pro?%m and to discuss'particularly the
statement drawn up by Tachibans and his gang in Camp II which had
been forwarded to the Unit I council for consideration. In the
meentime the Central Executive Committee which exhibited great
antagonism toward the resolution had cross-examined the three JACL
representatives who had firmly insisted that they had gone to the
Salt Lake Convention as personal representatives and not as repre-
sentatives of the people of Poston. It is reported that the C.E.C.
asked a number of personal questions such as, "If you are drafted
will you serve your country?" e representative answer came from
Kido: "I shall be proud and glad to serve my country. As far as
my personal convictions are concerned I took the correct step at
Salt Leke Yity. I believe firmly in the resolution." It is claimed
that Yghiro (Jun Nisei) and Nakemura (Isseil) were the greatest
attackers during the investigation.

At the joint meeting of the councils it was originally planned

to exonerate only Ishimaru, former chairmen of the T.6.C,, but all



three were called on the carpet. At that time a committee was
appointed to further investigate the matter. In a subsequent
council mecting Ishimaru was completely exonereated and his resignation
from the council was not accepted. The final decison of the
committee was to let the redolution stand as drafted without making
any formal protest.

Fhis in brief prepares the stage for the selective service

registration which commenced in Poston on Feb. 10.

SELECTIVE SERVICE REGISTRATION

Jan. 28, 1943
| o

The U.S. “rmy on thiihannounced plans for a combat unit of
loval Japanese Americans to be recruited from relocation centers
and Hawaii. The papers carried the statement tha_t Secretary of
Wer Henry Stimson had declared that the decision to organize a
Japanese fmerican combat unit including infantry, artillery, engineer,

and medical personnel was based on the "inherent right of every

citizen, regardless of ancestry, to bear arms in the nation's battle."

Feb. 9, 1943

Lt. John Bolton, captain of the army team which had arrived
the day before to ald in the registration of all male citizens above
the age of 17, addressed residents of Unit III at a mass meeting in
the afternoon to explain his mission. £t that time he delivered the
following speech which was subsequently reread in Units IT and I3

We are here on a mission ghich will be made plain to you
within the next few minutes. ome cuestipnnaires are to be distri-
buted &m among you mmd what is said here is by way of explaining

what use the government intends to make of them.

Our mission is not an experiment but marks the radical extension



and broadening of a poliey which has always intended that ways
should be found to return you to a normal way of l1life.

Presentations such as this one are being made simulbtaneously
at all of the relocation centers over the U.S5. All citigens in this
country who are of Japanese blood are being told the same things.

The effort is not a campaign or a drive but is an attempt to
find a workable solution for the acute wertime problem of one portion
of our nopulatlon. Its fundamental ose is to put your situation
on & plane which is consistent with the dignity of “merican
citizenship.

“hat is hﬂxmg done is being done with the authorltv of the
Eovernment of the United States and with the approval of the VYar
epartment. DBut whether it 18 to be successful will depend finally
upon the voluntary acts of free American citizens.

You may object that this -- your life hkere -- 1s not Treedom.
The circumstances were not of your own choosing, though it is true
that the majority of you and of your families accepted the restrictions
placed on your life with little complaint and without deviatling
from loyalty to the United States.

In any time of crisis, however, when national survival presents
itself as the all-important issue, the best interestg of the few
must sometimes be temporarily sacrificed or disregarded for what
seems the good of the may. he proof of a nation?s good faith 1is
to be found in whether it moves to restore full privileges at the
earliest opportunity.

Admittedly this past year has been for you a period of considerable
hardship and great anxletv. That was because war came to the U.S.
and imposed eXuraordinarv burdens upon all of its eitizens. Our
cltizens everywhere feel these burdens inecreasingly. Your own
burdens have differed from those of the majority of our population
in kind and in degree, bringing you perhaps greater anguish of mind.
The decisions which led to your present situation were studied as
cerefully as the rush of events permitted, and the steps taken were
in the interest of national security and in behalf of your personal
safety. You are aware of the reasons for what was done.

Not all Japanese “mericans are loyal to theilr government. Not
all members of any group of our population -- even those whose
ancestors came hare hundreds of years ago -- are fully loyal to
their country. hat is so because ours is a free society permitting
the individual often to choose in what measure he will contribute
to the common good. In all groups there are individuals who will
not accept any obligation to the land which gives them theilr opportunlty.
Wherever you find them and whatever theilr blood may be, they are the
disloyal ones.

“hen war came between Japan and the United “tates, there were
immediately two difficult problems for ocur government in connection
with that part of its population which is of Japanese blood. The
first was how to deal fa;rly with the loyval citizen ®ho wishes only
to serve this country. ‘he second was how to protect this nation
from the acts of those who are not loyal.

Therefore, until a better way could be found, a general policy



had to be followed which in the long run has no doubted tested
severely the loyaelty: of those among you who wished only to serve
the United States.

Of that, the government has been aware, but one risk or the
other had to be taken, and 1t seemed best toe ecdbunt upon the con-
tinuing logyalty of those whose hearts and minds weye with this
country rather than to accept the danger from the disloyal acts of
those who were not so. It is felf new that before any chanse is
made and before yourare a@sked to make any new decisions these
words in explanation are owed to you.

What 1s wanted by your government is that your strength shall
be added to that of the res* -7 *»a nation in 1%s presént fight
with its enemies and that ways shall be found to restore you as
quickly as may be to your normal and rightful shere in the present
life and work of the people of the United States.

This does not mean a promise of any relief from worry and
hardship, for these will continue for all of us until the war is won.
But it does mean that sush hardships as you are now experiencing
will be gradually replaced by the same hardships which are now
being experienced by other “merican families -- the hardships of
saylhg goodbye to your family when you leave home to fight for the
U.3. and the hardship of getting along without many things which
Americans have always regarded as necessities.

Americans of Japanese _blood are wanted to fight for the U.S.
like any other citizens. <hey are wgnted for combat duty where
they are best suited for war work. +hey are wanted because the
government and the Army are convinced of their loyalty. *nd they
are mmk wanted not less because of their ability as soldiers and
as citizens doing useful work for the American community. You have
suverior qualifications for the kind of service in which it is

intended to use you.

These are among the primary purposes of the questionnarie
which 1s to be executed by you. Those who are willing and are
loyal, of militery age and physically fit, ard being asked to_
volunteer for induction into the “rmy of the United States. , those
who are loyal but for s-me reason are not quatifjed for milisry
service -- the young men and th- young women -- will be givdn she
opportunity to support the war effort by work on the home front.

The major purpose of what is being done here, however, is this:
There are _ some indivuduals in this center whose ties with the P
Japanese “mpire are such as to disqualify them for positions of tust
in this country. This does® not mean that they will not be treatdd
humanely but it does mean that it would be unwise for this government
in this time of crisls to give them an g?ﬁportunity to endanger
national security. Therefore, steps mudt’ be taken to determine
those individuals in whom the United States can place full trust
and confidence. The questionnaire is a means to that end.

Tour govermment would not take these steps unless it intended
to go further in restoring you to a normal place in the life of the

—



country, with the privileges and obligations of other American
citizens. The invitation to the young men here to volunteer is
simply a token of its good faith and further interest.

As was the case with all other Americans of miliatry age who
were first given the chance to volunteer for service, and if they
did not so volunteer were then inducted into the fArmy via the
Selective Pervice, it 1s contemplated that in the normal process
of building our Army, those among you who do not volunteer but are
of the right age and physiecally fit will probably be taken into
the military service in due time.

That 1s a part of sharing the lot of the general population
of this country. You would not want that you would be treated
differently than other “mericans. Universal service is now the
national policy and in the long run there 1is no better way to
apportion our present military responsibilities.

However, the plan now being contemplated is that “mericans of
Japenese blood will bé formed into their own combat team. You may
want to know why it 1s being done this way. The reason is that if
your strength were diffused through the Army of the United ~tates
-- as has already been done with many other Americans of your blood --
relatively little aceount would be taken of your action. You would
be important only as man-power -- nothing more. DBut united, and
working together, you would become a symbol of something grsater
than your individual selves, and the effect would be felt both in
the United States and abroad. All other “mericans would long re-
member what you had done for the country, and you would be a living
reproach to those who have been prequdiced against you because of
your Yapanese blood, Carm it be doubted that +his #iould mean a
greatly impAyved relationship between you ard all other parts of the
American population in the post -war period? To the nations
abroad, and especially to the peoples of the Bast, you would
provide the measure of the solidarity of people who get together
in the name of democracy.

Accordingly, you will be given the same pay and the same chance
for advancement as other “merican soldiers. As you prove yourself
qualified for officership, you will be given training for
commissioned service and the only limits which will bé placed upon
how many of you are advanced to commissioned grade will be determined
by youwr willingness and ability. It is recognized that in point of
aptitude for military service by reason not only of your natural
ability but of your education, many of you are suitable officer
material., It was believed that you would want a straightforward
presehtation of this new proposal by the government, and therefore
the explanation of the plan behind the questionnaire has been made
as simply as possible.

It is not necessary for me to appeal to the loyalty of those
who are loyal.

If there are any questions in your minds with regard to the
policy or to the questionnaire, we will try to answer them during
our stay here at the center.
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Feb. 10-12, 1943

The reglstration of all male citizens above the age of 1%
began in Unit III on Wednesday morning, Feb., 10 and was completed
by Friday, Febe 12. At the close of the third day it was reported
by semi-official sources that only 68 had indicated a desibe to
volunteer for the U.S. Army. Roku 6 (2 roku consists of 6 blocks)
which 1s almost entirely composed of San Diegans from Santa Anita
is reputed to have contributed at least fifty volunteers.

During the registration in Unit III three boys became temporarily
deranged and had to be forcefully hospitalized. 3bcording to rumors
these boys who ranged from 24 to 26 ars of age volunteered for
the Army without their parents! knowledge and were severely repri-
mended when they informed them of their action. -When they attempted
to cancel their intention the next morning. they were told by Lt.
Bolton that their neames had already been sent to YWashington
and it was too late to withdraw. #As a result of their parents!
continuous nagging they became temporarily insane and had to be
confined in the hospital in Unit I. Two of them were shortly re-
leased but the third individual up to last week was still tied to

his bed in a private room with three policemen on 24=hour guard.

Feb. 14, 1943

Lt. Bolton and his army team, consisting of two €aucasian
sergeants, one Japanese sergeant and two Caucasian corporals, met
residents of Unit II at a mass meeting in the Cottonwood Bowl in the
afternoon to acquaint them with the Qﬁﬂ%ose of the combat teams. |
At that time Lt. Bolton read the speech explaining his mission,
which he had previously delivered in Camp III. Anne Kunitani

who attended the meeting remarked to me on her return: "It certainly
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felt good to see the ﬁmerican flag againe. ZEven the Stars Spangled
Banner had a different tune."

To give you an insight into the attitude of the Nisel toward
enlistment in the U,°, Army after being kicked around for over a
year I am attaching a list of questions directed at the army team
at a spécial meeting for male citizens in Mess Hall 202 in the
evening which was given to me by my Camp II informant who kindly
obtained it for me from one of his stenographic friends.
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About this time the following slogen was making its rounds
in Camp II: "PFight on the home front as well as on the war front."
Apparently in this unit, more so than in I and III, the Nisei were
being intimidated by the Issei into answering "No" to questions
27 and 28, My informant in that camp reports that a number of
blocks helélgﬁecial meetings before registration to instruct
youngsters how to fill oub the questionnaires. ZEven after registration
it appears that sufficlent pressure was put on some of those answering
affirmatively to those questions to reconsider. Thus in bloeck 211
my informant claims that at suppertime on the first day of
reglstration the block manager announced that all those who
desired to change their answers from "Yes" to "No" to guestion 28
could do so by contacting Lt. Bolton. Aeccordingly, seven boys,
including three nephews of the block manager, accosted Lt, Bolton
next morning and requested to have their answers altered. Bolton
ingquired: "Are you U.S, citizens?" They replied: "We don't know."
At this the army officer is said to have lost his temper and plunged
into a long tirade reprimanding them without conceding to their
requeste The administration on its part apparently became a little
jittery watching the deluge of "Nos" to 27 and 28 pour in because
it issued a notice to the effect about this time that all those who
replied "No" to those questli_pns could have it changed to "Yes"
by contacting Lt. Bolton. Tjhe reverse procedure was tactfully
ignored. “round this time also people like Kennedy and Mich were
indignant at Head's insistence on having registrants answer-questions

27 and 28 to the army team behind closed curtains. They felt that

1. Consult last page for controversial questions.
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the Nisel should be free to answer them publicly to the registrars
in whichever fashion they pleased. They interpreted Head's plan
as a definite act of intimidationm.

Beb. 17, 1943
Lt. Bolton spoke befffre a mass meeting of Unit I residents on

the block 4 shibai stage in the afternoon. #pproximately 2000

people-- mostly young men with a sprinkling of Issel and young
women =-- webe present. The ceremony opened with the singing of

the national anthem with the army team saluting a huge American
flag draped in the background. I agree with Anne Kunitani that the
American flag never looked more beautiful to me than it did in that
blistering Arizona sun. The little stage supporting the flag and
the abmy team appeared to me to be a ridiculously wee bit of America
transplanted on Japanese soil. Even the national anthem which in
pre-evacuation days had infalliably given me indigestion seemed to
have a new message and I fefg like shouting defiantly to the people
eabout me when we came to the section:

And the stars spangled banner, long may it wave,
O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave.

That sense of isolation -- that feeling of being cut off from the

rest of the world -- which has been gnawing within me for the past
few months completely engulfed me at the moment and I experienced

an insane desire to escape to "America" as rapidly as I could. I

am recording my reactlions, which are by no means unique but shared

by a number of Nisei, because I consider them significant in "placing"
the position of pro-American Nisei caught in the relocation centers
todaye The Nisei in Poston have been so subjected to Issei domination

that I doubt if very many would be totally taken by surprise to see

i .
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the Japanese flag flying over the rooftoyﬁuggeiif these mornings.
ice
nthat only a very few

were carrylng the tune ; the rest of them was conspicuously

While the national anthem was being sung

silent. I wondered at the time: Is it because they are too shy
to sing in public? Don't they know the words? Op is f{_here an
ulterior motive in remaining silent?

The crowd kept respectfully quiet while Bolton read his
message. ‘hen the questioning began it soon became obvious that
the people were definitely out to heckle the army team. The type
of inquiries they made mirrored their resentment and distrust of
the U, S, government. They wanted definite commitments in return
for volunteering. If any enthusiasm toward joinging the army was
present it was cautiously camouflaged. When Lt. Bolton in the
course of his speech ennounced that he had just received authority
from Washington to accépt loyal Issel who wished to serve in the
U.t, Brmy, the crowd broke into a wild, derisive laughter and hooted:
"Try and get‘onel" People around me were alsc commenting that if
the army team had brought along two or three Nisei éaptains instead
of a single Nisel sergeant, it could probably whip up greater
enthusiasm to serve its pﬂpﬁoses. The lone Nisel serpeant to them
was a symblol of racial discrimination in the U.S. Army.

To give you an idea of the type of heckling enjoyed by the
audience that afternoon I shall quote some of the more extreme
questions asked of theAarmy team -- all of which, incidentally, were
accompanied by much hooting and laughter.

1. VWhy aré the loyal Japanese Americans not allowed to go back
to California?

2. My two brothers in Camp Savage and Camp Hare have been denied
permidsion to visit our sick father in the Los “ngeles County
Hospital. Why can't they who are in the #miform of the U.S,
Army visit their dying father when Caucasians in army uniforms
may do so?

*
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What is the reason for giving some of us 4-C elassification?
Wie are without a country now.

o+
Why were Nisei draftees kicked ou#hthe army after Dec. 77

Why can't Nisel soldiers visit this camp? Are you afraid that
they will see how bad conditions are in camp?

Why were_ Nise 1 changed from combat duty to menial tasks after
Pearl Harbor?

Why are Nisel not accepted in the Navy?
Why the Jim Crow decision?
Why were the Nisel stripped of their ranks after Pearl Harbor?

Why were veterans of the last war put in camps when they proved
their loyalty then?

If we volunteer, will owr interned parents be returned to our
families?

Will the Kibel be taken into the army even if they can't speak
English?

If a volunteer chooses to take his seven-day furlough after his
physical at Camp Douglas can he go to California for a visit?

Why were men of the 1l00th Battalion (i.e. the Nigel in the Hawail
National Guards) found chained to their guns in the Philippines?

If a person has had Japasnese military training will he be accepted
as a volunteer? ,

My bqpther is a pre-med student. Will he be glven an opportunity
to finish his medical training if he volunteers? 1 feel that
since he 1s Japanese he will not be given the same consideration
as a Caucasian soldier.

May a Nisei apply for appointment at “est Point?

With reference to question 28 -- "Do you forswear all allegiance
to the Japmnese emperor?" -- If we answer "Yes" that proves
our loyalty, does it not?

Why were Italian aliens in internment cémp released while we were
not released?

With reference to question 27 -- "Are you willing to join the
U.S. Army in combat duty wherever ordered?" -- If we have a
leabe clearance and a job awaiting us on the outside should
we answer "No"? (Head interrupted at this point to say that
any individual who had a leave clearance and answered "No" to
questions 27 or 28 would have his clearance automatically



cancelled. And he did carry out his threat too last week when

he refused to sign the wire requesting a travel permit for one

George Kaita of the Judo Department who had been cleared by

the WRA but had answered "No" to 27.)

At the meeting held for male citizens at 7:30 P.M. in Mess Hall
32 for further inquiries I am informed that the questions were
sensible and to the point. They came prepared to receive definite

information from the army officers and not so much to make them

squirme.

Feb. 18-24, 1943

The registration of all male citizens above 17 years of age
in Unit I commenced on Thursday, Feb. 18 and was completed on
Wednesday, Feb. 24. Up to Saturday while registering the eastern
halfl of camp the administration remained hopeful of obtaining the
quota of volunteers for Poston -- some 450 to 500. The first definite
break in sentiment as expressed in questions 27 and 28 occurred when
they tackled block 28, a day after they had started reglistering the
western half of camp. From then on they encountered a flood of "Nos".
The administrative officlals became jittery. Head in a staff conference
threatened to place all those who answered "No! to 27 and 28 in
Internment camps but was restrained by Kennedy and a few others who
pointed out the illegality of such a step. Administrative notices
such as these began to appear on bloeck bulletins or in the Poston
Chronicle:

"Poston should make every effort to oBtain its quota of volunteers
since the advantage of the voluntary program to the Japasnese
Americans cannot be overemphasized.

The people of Poston must realize that the voluntary combat

team constitutes a symbol of their loyalty which can be displayed to
the “merican people and to those who oppose the Japanese Americans.
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: Involuntary indwetion by means of the draft greatly detracts
from that sygbol."

Another

AR F

notice informed us that a "negative answer constitutes

an election against the U,S. and each registrant therefore is urged

to clearly understand the gravity of his answer."

In connection with this I should perhaps reconstruct the

conversation between Evans, Unit I administrator, and X on Wednasday

afternoon, Feb. 24, because it protrays rather clearly the administrative

and the

evacuee standpoints concerning the answering of questions

27 and 28.

b 8-

Bvans:

X3

Bvans:

Evans:

Bvans:

X3

Evans:

I hear that the administration wants to put all those who
answered "No" to 27 and 28 in an internment camp?

Why not?

But an intermment camp in the usual parlance is a place to
detain enemy aliens.

There are all kinds of internment cemps. You don't lmow.
Vhy don't you find out? '

The burden of finding out is not upon @s. It's our job to
accept any word passed out by the administration, or so Ity
todd.

So I'm telling you there are all kinds of internment camps
to put disloyal eitizens.

ihat do you mean "disloyal"? The army sald to answer those
questions as honestly as possible and if an individual lied
he would be prosecuted for per jury. So they went ahead and
did as they were told to do and you come out and accuse those
who answered "No" as disloyal per se.

Sure, any person who refuses to serve his country is disloyal.

I admire their guts. Before you ?ut those guys into an

internment camp for answering "No" either a federal court
proceeding or a hearing board should be set up to pass on
thelr loyaltye. hat is the proper procedure and you shouldn't ‘
be yapping about“their being "disloyal". !

Instead of arguing with me -- and I'm sick of your arguments -- ]
why don't you talk to some intelligent citizens in camp?
There are lots of them in camp. '“hy don't you get wised
up?




E—

- I8

X3 What do you mean "intelliﬁent citizens"? As far as you're
concerned those guys who "Yes, Yes" you are intdlligent and
you can't take the other.side. There are plenty of intelligent
people among those who don't agree with you.

Evans: Oh, they can't be intelligent. Those guys all ought to be

repatriated.
X: gepatriation means sending them back to the country of their
irth. Where are you going to repatriate U.5. Citizens?

You don't kmow what you're talking about. I didn't think you
were as small as that. I don't see how I could be working
under youe. )

Evens: Alright, if you can't work for me you should guit,

X: I'1l quite I won't work for a guy who can't take somebody's
opinlon just because he doesn't agree with him. ¥You Just
can't take it, that'!s all.

Bvens: Listen, youe. I stood long enough and I'm not going to take
any more, Why don't you get rid of eraps you have in your
head?

X3 Okay, okay. No use talking to you.

(X waited two days and then presented his resignation to the block
council. qt first he gave personal reasons for his resignation but
finally was compelled to reveal his real motives. The block council
was not only indignant at the administrative attitude but felt that
Evans had no right to tell a bloek manager to quit since he was
elected by the block and not appointed by him. It decided to select
a committee which would get Evans and X together and have a stenographer
record their conversation., Its ultimate aim was to present its
findings to the project director for consideration. X, however,
felt that the subject matter involved was a most delicate one at
present and 1f bloek 45 attempted such a move it would be known
throughout camp within a short time. Because of the subject matter
itself, the increasing anti-administration feeling, and because of

the large following he commandé, he feared that many blocks would

e Rl




soon Join the agitation and might cause another November incident.
Lo prevent such a ealamity he offered to retract his resignation
indefinitely =~ as far as he is concerned until registration becomes
& dead iamsue,)

Peb. 24, 1943 :

The Temporary Community Council met in an emergency session
in the evening to draw up a wire to send to the Tule Lake city
council in an?§; to the wire it had sent Mpr, IHead through its project
director requesting some encouraging news concerning registration
in Poston since the situation there was extremely eritical. I am not
quite certain as to the exact wording but the wire ran something
like this: "Registration working smoothly. Will finish today. So
far 2875 have reglstered. Uhiﬁf II and III have completed registpd-
tion. Do not know exact number of volunteers."

At the meeting the chairman reported off the record that the
only centers where disturbances had not occurred were Poston and
Msnzanar. He did not know anything about Minidoka but in Topaz
it was elaimed that only two men had reglistered on the first day
so the army team suspended registration to devote the next three
days to speech-making to sell the idea. At Gila 17 Japanese were
reported to have been indicted for obstructing registration and the
army was rumored most anxious to fmpose the heaviest sanﬁence upon
thems “t Tule Lake he reported that 27 persons had been removed

grom camp for refusal to reglster,

T
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Attitudes Expressed During Registration in Unit I

The Japanese combat unit will in all probability be used as
a part of the invasion force since the Japanese as a race made a
very favorable showing in invesion technique at Lingayan in the
Philippines.

The combat unit will either be sent from state to state to
acquaint Americans with the Japanese race for propagands purposes or
will be used to segregate the loyal from the disloyal in camp.

Those guys sulking sbout the service are not acceptable to
Japan either after the war. Tojo made an announcement long ago that
American citizens of Japanese ancestry should serve their own
country, not Japan. (an Issei)

Those damn Kibeis make me sick. If they are as loyal to
Japan as they profess to be why in God's name didn't they stay in
Japan and fight 1like men instead -of coming to America to evade the
draft. It's the Kibelg who are responsible for creating the stink
against the Niseis in “merica. (An Issel)

We might just as well answer "Yes" to 27 because we'll be

drafted within six months or earlier if they can't get enough for
the combat unit. (Many Nisei)

Reasons for Answering "No" to 27 and 28:

I'can't answer "Yes" to questions 27 and 28 because in that
case I will eventually be drafted and will not have a chance to say
where I want to be sent. I may be sent to the Solomons or to New
Guinea and then I'1ll have to fight against my own people. I'm willing
to take the rap or any consequence that may arise but 1 won't fight
against my people. I'm willing to go to an isolation camp if necessary.
(This is the prevailing sentiment in blocks 43, 44 and 37, especially
44, the most anti-administration block in camp).

Once you're in Japan and come back here you feel like a
Japenese., You can't serve another country.

I answered "No" to 27 because I yas kicked out of Fort Ord
immediately after Dec. 7 simply because = was a Kibei. There was no
other reason because I was a good soldier, If you want goldiers
now why didn't you keep us? I don't like any Army, the “merican
army most of all." (This answer was diregted’a “aucasian sergeant
who was interviewing him for 27 and 28, he sergeant replied:
BAfter all public sentimept was such at that time that it was wise
to take you people out. ~here is a time like that always. We have )
to make the best of it. I shall write it down as you wish.") -

There was a boy who deliberately answered "No" to every '
question that should have been answered "Yes" if he were a good
American citizen. Apparently he didn't give a damn.
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According to X those who answered "No" are secretive and
not bragging about 1t. They meant it when they answered "No" and
were willing to take the consequences.

A former soldier who was discharged from the Presidio in
San Francisco on Dece. 7 because he was a Kibel answered "No" to 27.
During reglstration he was said to be going around pretending he could
speak no English although he speaks creditable English.

Reasons for Volunteering:

This was the answer given to X when he approached one of the
two volunteers in his block for a block party for him: "I don't
want any send off. 1 volunteered for somge special reasons. I know
how the people in camp are feeling toward us guys. I want to keep
quiet and ﬁet out quietly." When questioned why he volunteered, he
replied: After the war the only chance for me would be in civil
service where the Japanese would be treated on an equal footing.
That's the only field I can see open to us with some advantage. 1
don't mind being a mailmen, a postal clerk or a fireman. If I
become a veteran I get 10% preferential." (This attitude was quite
widespread among the volunteers I contacted.)

"I volunteered because of my sister's wish."

One young chap who lost his parents several years ago and
has been supported by his sister and brother-in-law volunteered so
he could become self-supporting.

One Hawaiian Nisei who has been trying to obtain a divorce
from his wife for the last two or three years volunteered to escape
an unhappy marriage. If he dies everything will be settled, if he
returns unharmed after the war a more agreeable 1life may be open to
him.

Six M.D.'s and at least three dentists offered to join the
army provided they recelve commissions. They feel they have nothing
to lose. They not only will receive better pay but will receive much
valuable experience. (There is a movement on foot at present to
petition Washington to retain the doctors here for the duration.
Apparently the long abused doctors are becoming appreciated now thap
their departure seems imminent.)

Feb., 27, 1943

The T.C.C. and the I.A.B. in a joint session drew up a letter
to send to Mr. Myer of the WRA pleading leniency in the case of boys

of seventéen years of age who answered "No" to questions 27 and 28.
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The councils maintained that to expeect minors to answer those
questions intelligently was unjust since even adults required a
second or third reading to answer them. "These minors who are
exempted from social obligations under the law of the land should be
considered incapable of judging ability. Therefore, even if these
teen age bofs gave erroneous answers to qdestions 27 and 28, they
should not be held responsible but should be given an opportunity
to express their intention when they attain thelr majority in the

fature.”

Evans, Unit I administrator, in the regular meeting of
block managers instructed them to solicit volunteers for the army
in their respective blocks since yhe number that had volunteered

to date did not fill the quota assigned to Poston.

Merch 5, 1943
Lt. Tracy accompanied by three sergeants arrived from

Topaz to assist Lt. Bolton in interviewing Poston residents interested

in joining the combat unit. The army team is scheduled to remain

here until Msrch 10.

"STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF SELECTIVE SERVICE REGISTRATIOH
On March 4, 1943 Evans released the following information
to block managers in an effért to encourage them to solicit volunteers
in their blocks:
Here is a 1ist of the blocks in the order of the number of

volunteers from each block. I want to congratulate, not only the
volunteers, but the parents, wives, and sweethearts as well as all
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those who are going. Particularly do I want to commend the blocks
who have made the best show, ng in this very important gontribution
which the volunteers ars ma ng, not only to the nation, but to the
welfare of the entire Japardese American group as well. Hats off
especially to blocks 28, 11, 46, 2, and 32. :

*here is sti11l time for volunteering. The army team is
located in Recreation Hall #31 and will remain on the Project until
March 10, -

Block # 28
11
46

2
32
S
14
15
16
17
19
22
31
35
42
6
27
30
45
53
47
-3
13
21
26
36
38
59

HOW DOES YOUR BLOCK STAND? LET!S ALL DO OUR PART!'
John G. Evans
Assistant to the Project Director

The same information may be restated in geographical terms
for further analysis:
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East of Canal West of Canal
Block No. of Volunteers Block No. of Volunteers
2 & 5 3
5] i : 6 2
4 0 11 153
13 1 12 0
14 3 22 S
15 3 21 i |
16 3 26 1
17 3 4 g
18 0 28 6
19 5] 37 0
30 2 38 1
31 ) 39 0
32 @ 42 o
35 S 43 0
36 i | 44 0
45 2 53 2
46 S 54 0
47 (Hospital) 2 59 |
i.e. 60 0
doctors)

43 - I

Our survey shows that there are only two blocks in the
eastern half of camp without volunteers while there are seven in fée
Western zone. From our political studies we know that blocks 37,
38, 43, 44, 54, 53, 59, and 60, especially the first four, have the
greatest concentration of Kibei and "pro-Japan" elements in camp
and have always maintained an active opposition toward all WRA and
administrative policies:. Therefore it was to be expected that =
number of these blocks would contribute no volunteers to the combat
unit. It is interesting to note that fifwe out of this number had no
volunteers and those that did contribute had only one or two.

That block 28, one of the most anti-administration blocks should
contrlibute the highest number of volunteers was a great surprise to
everyone in camp but may probably be accounted for by the extremely

small but very strong pro-American clique in that bloek. It may be
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that social pressure was not sufficiently strong to deter them from
volunteering or that it was so pronounced that it goaded them into
volunteering to escape from it.

In any analysis of cemp statistigs blocks 5, 6, 11, and 12
should be treated with speclal consideration because Fhey constitute
the "volunteer blocks" -- those who volunteered to come to Poston
to prepare it for the reception of evacuees. The administration
has always looked upon them with special favor and in return has
received more cooperation from them than from any other section
of eamp. Within a few months these blocks will be heavily
depopulated since many of them are planning to seek more
adventurous pursuits on the outside.

As far as Poston as a whole is concerned I have obtained
the following information from the executive alde to Kennedy,
Smployment Chief. I hope the figures will be treated confidentially

since they were given to me on the Q.T.

Total registrants 3321
Total registrants refusinﬁ to register None
Registrants replying "Yes" to question 26 - 84
Reglstrants replying "No" to question 28 513
Registrants not replying to question 28 107
Registrants replying "Yes" to question 27 2111
Reglstrants replying "No" to question 27 1203
Reglstrants replying "Yes" with qualifications 7
Number volunteering in Army 191

Total eligible for filling 304-A 3321



Group Al -- 17 to 37 inclusive

Number registrants with one or both parents
interned
Reglstrants with either father, mother,

brother, sister, son, or dgughter in Japan

No to 28

25
213

Reglstrants who traveled in Japn three years or

more since 1934 and attenddd school two
years or more

Reglstrants now registered with Japanese
citizenship. Question 25 "Yes" and
question 25a "No".

Registrants who have requested repatriation.
Question 26 "Yes".

Registrants who have requested repatriation
and who are on any list furnished as
coming from the State Dept.

Group Bl -- 38 and sbove

Number registrants with one or both
parents interned

Registrants with either father, mother,
brother, sister, son, daughter in Japan

Reglstrants now registered with Japanese
citizenship. Question 25 "Yes" and
question 25a "No".

(This group answered "None" for all other
questions which are identical with the
ones abovan group Al.)

162

89

™

None

None
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No reply

51
42

21

None

None

None

None
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CONTROVERSIAL QUESTIONS ON SELECTIVE SERVICE QUESTIONNAIRE

25, To the best of your knowledge, was your birth ever reglstered
with any Japanese governmental agency for the purpose of
establishing a claim to Japanese citizenship?

25a. If so registered, have you applied for cancelation of such
registration?

26, Have you ever applied for repatriation to Japan?

27. Are you willing to serve in the armed forces of the United
States on combat duty, wherever ordered?

28. Will you swear unqualified alleglance to the United States of
America and faithfully defend the United States from any or all
attack by foreign or domestic forces, and forswear any form
of allegiance or obediance to the Japanese emperor, or any

other foreign government, power, or organization?

s o 3

D e
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REGISTRATION OF ALIENS AND FEMALE CITIZENS
Feb. 25, 1943

Wade Head, project dlrector, issued a memorandum

" to block managers on this day to allay ahy confusion conceérning

the purpose of allen registration., Great emphasis was laid
on the fact that this was not a move to compel residentg
to leave the center and that anyone who desired to remein
here for the duration would be permitted to do so., The memo
was an official. attempt to squash some of the disquieting
rumors that were making fheir rounds of camp about this time,
eeZe that alien registration was a move on the part of the
government to segregate the "loyal " from the "disloyal"
-- the loyal ﬁnes being coq%lled to go out since it was
too expensive to maintain them here, while the disloyal ones
would be shippned to internment camps. About this time also
some sadistic creature started the rumor that "two cafloads
of crutches" had arrived at the warshouse -- a "conclusive
proof" that Poston was to be turned into a camp for disabled
veterans and that all of the evacuees would bé sent to
Arkansas for the duration. This rumor caused so much alarm
in camp that the C.E.C. took it upon themselves to verify
it and discovered that only 48 pairs were stacked in the
warehouse to be utilized by patients in the hospital.-

Head's memo to block managers read as follows:

TO THE RESIDENTS OF POSTON
After the mompletion of the selective serviceaS%::,

registration, we shall begin on March 1 to register all
and female citizens in the Center, who are 17 years of age



and overe.

In order that this compulsory mass registration
proceed without.confusion, it is essential that every resident
understands clearly why it is being conducted and what it
intends to accomplish,

The reason for the registration is simple. The
WRA wants to facilitate leave clearances in all the centers
by reglstering every person 17 years old and over and deter-
mining his eligibility for release. ‘

Hitherto as you know, candidates for leaves often
waited months before an answer to their application was
received. After the records of this registration are processed
delay and red-tape will be cut to a minimum. Those residents
who are eligible to go out may pack up and leave the mement
an opportunity for relocation presents itself.

This year, with the recent endorsement of the
loyalty of the nisei by the U.S. War Department, the chances
for outside employment for evacuees,both in industry and -
agriculture, will increase. #nd many who are not now
contemplating relocation may see an opportunity which appreals
to them. In such an event, they will be able to take
immediate advantage of it without the laborious process of
filing a leave application and weiting for a reply.

I want to emphasize that this registration is not
a move to compel the residents to leave the Center; no one
will be forced to go out unless he @ants to. It is, instead,
the most efficient means by which all those who desire to
enter the mainstream of “merican 1life again may.db 8o as
quickly as possible.

With your understanding of the motive for this

registration, I am certain that you will extend your fullest
cooperation. - ' i

/s/ W, VWiade Head
W, Wade Head,
Project Director.
Meanwhile block meetings were being conducted
everywhere in afcordance with administrative instructions
to clarify any questions concerning the forthecoming regis-
tration. The block manager was to determine the best method

of registration to be utilized in his block. IZach block was
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furthe; instructed to select 8ix interviewers, three of

whom had to be bilingual, to regist;r residents of another
block sincé some of the informatlion requested in the
questionnaires were of an extremely confidential nature,

: Each.interviewing team was to be under the direct supervisioﬁ
of the bloeck manager and an experienced reglstrar.

-

llareh 1, 1943

The mass registration of aliens and female citizens
sbove the age -of 17 began simultaneously on this day in all
three units and was completed on the third day. The method
of registration differed in each block according to the
discretion of the block ﬁanager. In block 45 where I acted
as Interviewer all female cltizens were first disposed of
before aliens were tackled while in block 31 where I reside
citizens and aliens were indiseriminately interviewed.

The questionnaires utilized in both cases were WRA-126 Revised
end identical except for question 28 which in the case of
Isseli had been changed to a more Just and palatable form:

' "Will you swear to abide by the laws of the United States

and to take no action which would in any wey interfere with
the war effort of the United States?" r“‘-ccor'di.ng to "those

in the know" much of the agitation against registration
credited to other centers was successfully avoided in Poston
because of the separﬁta registration of male citizens and
aliens and because question 28 appeared in the revised

milder form when Isséi were intérviewed. Many of the residents,
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including a number of Nisel, heartily approved of Issei in
Topaz objecting to the older form of question 28 where they
were asked whether ﬁhey would "swear unqualified allegiance
to the United States of America and forswear any form of
allegiance or obedience to the Japanese emperor." According
to them, "Anyone who has any knowledge of the past treatment
of the Japsnese in California will realize the injusti&e of
that question." ¥

As far as citizen registration was concerned the
answers were monotonously alike. Very few had attended college
and not one of the fifty or so E interviewed had ever voted
in her life. If they had travelled it was restricted to an
occasional visit to Japan, never anywhere eIsé. The type of
literature they customarily read was also extremely limited
in scope: The Cosmopolitan, Good Housekeeping, Ladies!
Home Journal, Redbook and infrequently Time and Life.

As far as the Issei were concerned,rthe.majority
of them in block gS‘took registration as a grand joke. <They
were not at all hesikant in fillihg out the questionnaire
because they had been subjected to so many already and ex-
pected many more before belng released that the answering
of a few questions made scarcely any difference. VYhen I
commented during the éourse of the interview to an elderly
Issel that the govermment certainly liked to ask detailed
questions he smilingly feplied: "This is nothing. I sigﬁéd
my name more thén twenty times when 1 was getting out of an

intermment camp."



- 5 31'

: One of the most interesting discoveries s Or more
precisely "confirmations" during registraﬁion-wés’the
eRtremely limited contact of the me jority of Issel with hon-
dapanese peoples. In question 20 where they were requested
to give five references, preferably Caucasian, only a very
Tew cquld_give'mors than two or three non-Japasnese nemes
(tﬁese being mainly Mexican), the majority of them being
unable to give a singlerGaucasian reference., Aside from a
few exceptional ones their reading ﬁas restricted to the
Rafu Shimpo (Los &ngeles Daily News) and the Kashu Mainichi
(California Daily WNews). It is interesting to note also that
I sctually came across one sixty-seven year old Issei who l
regularly read the'ﬁew Republic. He is the former publisher
of the Rafu Shimpo and the owner of a score of oil wells in
southern California,

As far as the relocation program was concerned
dnly four or five families in block 45 indicated gny desire
to get out. Of the fifty or more individuals I contacted
I attually came across only two who were planning to.go out:
a 17 year ¢ld high schoocl girl who is intending to pursue
a pre-med course at Temple University in the fall,.and a
former produce dealer who wants to joinrhis brother in Utah,
When I caﬁe to the sectlion on location preferences in case
of relocation a number of them inquired mischievously, "May
I write down Los Angeies?" On one of these occasions X who

- was standing by to assist any Isseil in difficulty interrupted
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sarcastically: "Sure, why not? If you wish to go to heaven
or Japan, that's a location preference too, isn't it?"
The following are some of the reasons I received

for not wanting to be relocated:

"Hell, they stuck us in here. I'm going to stay
here until we are ready to go back to California."

"It's alright to go out now but if I beconme
established once more in this country, I won't be able to
return to Japan after the war."

"If we go to some place in the lMidwest and stay
there a little while it would be difficult to return to
California. It will mean two movings anyway."

: "I'm staying here becgfigde I 1like it here. Vhere
else can you expect Japanese to make a living right now
as easily as this?"

"I'm not going out because I'm an enemy alien and
don't want to assist the Americen war effort.”

"I'm not going out because the Army evacuated us
here to stay."

"I'm not going out. I don't want to relieve the
taxpayers! burden. I want to be fed on tg_xpayers! money
until they find out that they had made a great mistake."

"I'm.not going out. Japanege broad casts have
repeatedly warned us not to go out. -‘heir advice is good
enough for me."

' "Idpanese broadcasts tell us not to go out of
these centers. There must be some good reason back of them."
(This feeling is quite widespread in camp).

A number of them with families would like to be
relocated but feel in precarious times like this it would
be impossible to support them on the outside. Since they .
do not wish to be separated from them they prefer to remain
here and enfighe the inconveniences of camp life. |

The following two are the only reasons I obtained

for desiring to be relocated:
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' "Ttm ,oing out to join my brother. Before I go
oub, however, IZ1l, have to write him and find out what life
is 1like on the outside because things must have changed an
awful lot in the past year."

"I'm going out taking my son along with me. It's
& shame to have my 18 year old son drafted. He doesn't know
what 1t's all about. We will work on some farm to save him.,"
(With reference to this I am informed this morning that a
number of Nisei have anplied for temporary leave clearances
to work on Midwestern farms to evade the draft).

These sentiments indicate that those who have
intentions of going out have special reasons, e.g. rejoining
relatives on the outside or evading the draft. The ma jority
of Issei residents in Poston, if not all, are at present ‘
planning to remain here for the duration. Conservative
estimates predict that at the most only 2500 individuals,
primerily Nisei, will be relocated from the three units in
the next year or so. this hesitancy in leaving camp is
clearly evidenced in the case of some 215 Arizona people
who may return to their homes in Phoenix now that this
section of the state has been declared a free zone. To date
it is reported that only two families have indicated any
serious intention of going back to Phoenix although several
have applied for short-term leaves to look over the situation

before committing themselves.

March 15, 1943

P
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- %] BOLTON: I am ready to answer any Questions and please 'f

feel free to ask them.

Qs About the Japanese combat unit, can a volunteer
3oin?with the other army units othery than with the Japanese
unit

A: HMay I repeat again the purpose of the combat team.
There are in the army today a large numver of citizens of
Japanese descent. There is only one difficulty about that.
That is, if you are dispersed, your services will noi be
felt throughout the United States, and it is not the intent-
ion of the War Department for you to becomedo. May I say
that the combat unit will be an unit of which all Japanese
descent can be very proud so that the advantage ls that
the war problems will be very much lessen. . -
That doesn't answer your guestion. Yhe answer Lo that
question is at the present time this enrollment for the
combat team is for that expressive purpose. It may be
that later, you will be taken into the mrmy. We don't
know, We hope so.

Qs When we serve with the combat unitc, we will bve
proud to serve as one regiment. As fer as that i1s concerned,
there are these Negroes' outfit. %They like to stay with the
white people-- Americans of other naticnalitles besicdes the
Negroes'. I know. I've been talking to the colored reocple in
the army and they say that they rather stay in with thelr own
colored races., ‘The Filipinos in their regiment have been taken
into consierstion and they rather stay In with the cother whlve
people. I don't know, bui the Japsnese- 1 think - if I be in
the army, 1 rather be with the Americen whether I dle in front
or in the back. I think most people feel the same way. In the
last ﬁgrld -I don't know 1f the book 1 was reading was &
propaganda or not- but those in the front lines who were serving
were the Negro outfits, and in talking witvh lot of these pecple
they don't seem to deserve the credlt and I think kheyxk they're
the nation's pest fighters.

LY. BOLTON: What is your Question now?

s You said we will be proud to serve as ‘Eombat

unit, but if T be taken or drafted, I rather go with the other
people. ‘ :

L¥. BOLTON: You are expressing aen opinion. That 1s your

privilege as an American eitigen to have your own personal op-

inion. I don't want us to enter into an argument, The War

Department doesn't argue. I1'm here to clarify. Flease don't

ask me to argue. I can't do it. May I make my position clear.

You can't put me on the spot because I won't be put on the

spot in an argument. I am speaking as an official. I am will-

ing to explain and answer questlons, but I refuse to argue

because Uncle Sam doesn't argue. They say, "Lt. Bolton, you go J
down there and take care of these things. And Lt. Bolton is . ol
here. I'm frank with you. I am thoroughly honest and sincers

which I do feel for you. I f I say anything at all like that,
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I want you to appreclate thet I am being sincere and honest as I
can Dbe. ]

QU Are wives and children permitted to leave the

Center?
A: I can answer that very officially. %hey will

be permitved to leave the Center just as soon as they
are given clearances. Your wives and children over

+ 17 years of age will be registered lmmediately after
the registration of male citizens and thouse clearances
will be completed jusi as soon as pussible for the
War Departiment to complete., Just as soon as they will
get 1{ automatically and when you volunieer, your wives
and childien over 17 years will be permi.ted to take
their place because the War Depairiment 1s going to
recommend the other agencles particularly to give you
special consideration.

QU Will they be allowed to go back to Galifornia%
A: PFor the present, NO, '
<3 Why were we taken away from California%

A: I'm asking you, in answer to yours, For two
reasons: personal safety and national safety. And
for the same reasons, for the present KO,

) 111 wives and children be givwné%%me considera-
ation as &er phite soldliers for the maintenance?

A: Yes. May we make one additlion in answer to that
question. In Unit 1II, Sgt. VWoolsey and I couldn't
answer thal because we didn't have the Information.
He will be able (o gilve you an enlightened informa-
tion. I am sorry that we didn't have the information
for Unit 111, : :

S07T. WOOLSEY: %he wife receives 50 allotment trom
‘the government, amd the soldier contribuies $22, and
the government, p28. 1 can give youdfew flgures on
the allotment depending on ithe number of children and
parente dependent on ihe soldier. odupposing the sold-
jer has one wife and child, the allotment is $62.
Wife and 4 children, the wife will get $102. fThis
apylies to buck privates. The way it is figured--
the wife receives $12 for the first child and $10
for other children each besides the $50,00,"

A soldler may make an alloument Lo the parent and
wife. For instance a sqgldler hes one parent and 3
chilav¥@nd a wife. He qdf alloig $102 to which he con-
trivutes $22 and the government coniribuies the rest,
So If the soldler has dependenis actually depend@nt
on him, they will recelve ithese alloiments and I
think many of the people will be glad to leaern apout
that, I can't go through the entire list, but I will
be glad to answer any speciflc quésiions even arter
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the meeting, or during our stay here. I may say that we are
planning on publishing the amounts of these allotments in the
Chronicle so you can look at them for yoursclves.,

LT. BOLTON: Those figures are taken from the War De-
pariment manual, "Personal Affairs of the Military Fersonneld®
and the Dependents'-exactly the same scheaule of all enlisted
men., Officers don't get 1t. Anybody above a buck s@rgeant
dvesn't g;&iﬁg%jylf'you do allot to parent, you allot 322 for
wife and up to any number; $l2 for first child and $10
thereafter. I have heard about a man with 12 children who was
drat'ted. Undoubtedly, Uncle Sam is really paying there. Serg-
eant said he volunteered. You allot 5.00 for the care of the
rarent which the government matches) in case of one parent, to
the total of $37. Who 1s really a dependent is the question of
Taci to be established. It isn't a quesiion of donation,

Qs If they d#wish Lo reamin here in the Centef, do you
corislder them dependents? ;

A: The answer to that is "YKS". I have an opinion
from the WR i1l pe considered as dependents. If
they wereﬁﬁerare they came to Lhe Centery dependent on you,
when they came into the Center, the subsistence charge is under
wR‘. i A : E

Qs Suppose a man marries in =i¥e camp.

_As/kWife 1s a dependent.. Sergeant and I agreed that
nobody in tee uriférm has any business of being merried. rerson-
ally, A did the trick before iggot in. I just want to give one
eéxample: A wife and child or a divorced wife, providing the
court decreed you have to pay alimony, is allowed this dependency
Class "A" allotment. Kven a working wife will get e Class "A",
whether she's a millionaire, e g

L
5\

Q" Suppose you have parenis who are dependents and if
you have © or 7 children? e A

A: A wife, tooY It could be thai a man has a deceased
wife, ©The two parents will receive $47. Wife and 5 children,
$102,00" addi tional Tor the $32 allotment to wife ard children and
the $5 additional allotment to uhe parenvs. If you have no wife
and children, but your parents, you still make the $22 monthly
allotment, but they don't receive quite as much as a wife and
children will receive. '

Qs If you volunteer and have a mother or a father in an
internment camp, will they be released?

A: I think Mr. Head can amBwer that.

MR. HEAD: You answer that, Lt. Bolton, you're right there by the
mike.,



... /1]

LT. BOLTON. All right, sir. <“hat is in the hands of the
the WRA for recommendation, %There is the other agency to be con-
sidered. That is the F.B.I. However, Mr. Head, speaking for the
WRA, says that all of those volunteers who have parents in intern-
ment camps will be suoject to special consideration. If they were
to be cleared, ey will be taken from internment at least and
orought back toé?élocation Center at the very least. And, £f more
s possible, much more will be made possible, Each case 1s indi-
vidual and has to be consldered Eﬁm ndividual case,

Qs If you answer "KO" on w8 #27-- Do you wish to serve?--
would vou be given a chance to explain?

A: Since the question is brought up, I better answer

%€ Question 27. The gentlemen¥ gave the correct number, of
coursey "Are you willing to serve in the armed forces of the
United States wherever ordered on comn:}fduty; are you willing to
serve? The YES or NO answer should be entirely honesti answer-mmd.

. 1t must Dbe the way you feel about &f. It
is your privilege to determine which way to answer. You may quali-
fy eany way you wish, You may give your reasons and tell why.

Qs Suppose repatristion to Japan has n signed pefore
a person hit the center or at the relocation and after that the
draft or.the selective service come in and one is stucked, which
way would they take 1t?7 Beeause these Doys didnot sign the papers
but the parenis did it for them®

A: You mean parents signed for their son? May 1 re-
peat your guestion because 1t 1ls necessary Lo get the question
clear, The question 1s if the parenis have signed for the child-
ren for repatriation to Jap what about it? The question I want

o ask you wiis temt _they-did TMAT have your consent and knowledgeS
v{s ase you have in mind?

-

Qs YES.

At Was this requesti for repatiriation signed by the
parents with or without the knowledge of the children?

Qs I say without knowledge.

At We're concerned with the free acts of e Ameril-
can citizens and it very often happens that the parenis have one
attitude regarding loyalty and their children have another. Of
‘course, it is a factor, but it %ﬁ,not the complete deciding fac-
tor and it may be possiple that'children may be entirely loyal d
/@ rents not completely loyal. *Yhe children will be charged on 3251
basis of his own loyaliy and not on the loyaltly of the parenis.
‘that is the official answer on that. I am speakling for the gov-
ernment and the War Department. I am on the record., Anyihing 1
say here 1s on the record. !

Qs What if they actually signed the ropltrintidn papers?
Are you going to be accepied? :

A: If the children actually li._éned for repatriation,
the answer 1s NO. Not for the combat team. We
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want the loyal Nisel on this. We want no question of loyalty to
arise on this combat unit.

Qs If the only son in a family has property in California
ard he is in for action, what protection has the family as aliens?

A: We have a legal opinion which ;::*1aiyer, Sgt.
Woolsey will be glad to answer, secured from the WRA legal staff.

SGT. WOOLSEY: I am going to read several legal questiions
concerning residents who are contemplating to enlist in the ermed
forces. We havdﬂhegg printed. A soldier will be away from home
an yvear or more and major part of the duration and parents have
no adequate means of suppert. The following are some answers:

1 undersiand that the army has taken siepigf-those who are living
in relocrtion centers who are entitled to dependency. They are
made upon written application by soldiers serving, made on or
pehalf of the dependenti. Soldiers are encouraged to make wills}
in the event no will 1s made, ihe deceased soldier's propertiy
is distriouted equally and generally made in California so tar as
California residenis are concerned. Soldiers may will to families
or other close relatively even though they are aliens. And real
property under California law says that the property must be sold
within ten years to an Unlted Statves citizen. A power of aitorney
may be granted by a soldier to manage a farm or oiher properiy or
to take care of a bank account. In case of a bank accouht, the
aliens musi be registered. And all aliens who resided in this
country since June, 1940 are registered. Ffroper execution of the
power of aivtorney must be filed. You can give another mmm man the
power of attorney to seittle all property. There are state laws and
they must be cons’dered. 5

Qe Could you explalin aboui some of us who are still
classified as 4-C's?

As 4-Ch18 an.‘lienfclassification. he reasond for

that was there was no policy set up at the time of evacuation
which took place. Now there is a policy set up and vhose to be
removed may be removed just as rapidly as is possivle to remove
it. 7hat's the purpose of the team here--to siart thai procedurs.
1 hope you have that in mind. This is%ery important occasion
for all of you. We didn't have the time to work oui ithe scheme
and we have depended on the loyalty of ithe Nisel to carry it -

thoough.

Qs Will those inﬂgnmoufiage net faciory be considered as
essential war workers and can the people who are working in the
camouflage faciory be deferred from the army?

. A: I think you are jumping ahead. May 1 make one
point clear, This program which we are on now is only the first
step. You will not peeregletered for selective service. This
mission we are engaged?is really the first step., This mission

is to establish leave clearances--indefinite leave clearances—
tfor all of you,weesult establlsh leave-eleursrees, You see,

the question of exemption is not for us to answer. I catt speak
for ithe seclective service at all, beyond the facts of our mission



B - | 17

v

here which has nothing to do with selective service. We are using
the machinery set up by Selective Service to secure volunteers
I'or a combat team.

—

W Then the 27th question-- Are you willing to
serve Iin the armed forces wherever ordered,.if you put NO on
thav, you siate your reasons because you're working in e defense
work, or In a factory, or in seindusiry or in es-agriculture.
How would you answer that 1f you were in our shoes?

At May I clarify this, None of you are in essen-
tlal war work. I mean legally. I'm speaking from the standpoint
of the government.

*H If a fellow wishes Lo go to college to take
courses in £&P® deferse work, could he?®

A: If you sccure & leave clearance from here,
you will be exactly on the same footlng as any other ciiizeng,
with the exception-- you cannoi enter Zone 1 or Zone A, ‘That's
the only resiriction. %here 18 ihe rest of the United States
which Is large and ovroad and is opened tu you--completely opened
Lo you,

< If there are ihree uvrothers in the armed forces,
this is golng back to the allotment for the parents.,-does each
one of the three contrioute to the parents' support?

A: That question, my lawyer the left has said,
is the question of fact. The fact of dependgcy., LIf these parents
ai¢ dependent actually on you when you go in"the army, you would
then take care of the allotment. If the & birothers have not
taken carc of the allotment, you will. L1 don't see why there
should oe more than one alloumert if they are taken care of.

Qs If you voiunteer fur the army, what 1s the staius
of your parents? :

A: Same general claseificatlon. It'l]l be less
trouvle for L(he WRA 1f they are in ithe Cernter and leave clearances
vill ve expedited with special handling if you volunteer. It will
be a sy eclal consideration by the War Uepartment.

Q On w22 question #27. If you answer "YKS", are
you volunteering? '

A: NO you are not. You are mnrelj exXpressing
what you feel. You are not volunieering if you answer YES, We
want these answers to be thoroughly :Zzzjy—-whother it be YES or
NO. X : ' A

@ On this 27 question, if you answer NO, ‘you—st¥IT
does that mean the army gives you an ex-
ception? ' .

At If you answer HNO, you have no place on that
combal team Decause it is a combat unit. If you answer No, you
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cannol volunteer. You don't volunteer, of course, if
NO to thet. That will be extremely 111331q!1. ’ youk answer

<3 Suppose you were drafted when vou answered NO%

A: If you are cleared on loyaliy, you are exactly
on the same basis af any other American citizen. Uncle Sam is
not going to the men and tap their shoulders and say, 'Are you
going to fight?' He i1s going to say, 'Brother, you're elected--
whether you want to or not'just as exactly as any other citlzen
in the country.

Qs I understand that after the volunteering, the seleciive
service will come and start its machinery.

A: No, not immediately ter. 1 brought that question
up the other morning and asked for definite time and Washington
suthorized me to say thisi so far as 3 time iB concerned, vhe
selective service is planning o institute e drafting in all
of the centers.#m&t Jt may De an year before the selective
service is set up to draft from the centers, or it may be as
little as ¢ monthe, The probablility is from 6 months to an year.
In other words, select!ve service will not come in next week,

QU If you do not vélunueer for the combat service, what
happens? :

A: Ny dear sir, we are depending on the loyalty of
Americen citizens of Japanese descent. 1 am gquite swre that
‘we will have enough. ' I am telling you that the citizens of
Japanese descent in Hawall had Zertain quota to 111 ard they
were half-way through with bhe”registration and the quota was
filled twice over with half of the registration comid>ted. Does
that mean anything to youf?

Qe If one volunieers, how soon will he lesve the re-
location center? J

A:+ That iazzihromely Woervinent question, ‘TIhe
rirst man u.i&ﬁgbe accepled in Camp Shelby where the twwalning
camp is located, wiis=be receiwed on March 1, but thav doesn't
mean everybody will leave first. From Karch 1, vo April 1, the
combat team will bDe-assembled. 1t is physically impossiple to
receive all the volunteers and gei everybody there, We have all
the month of March for rececption time. Some will leave then and
some later. If you are accepied, it will pe during March or
April. We can't give you any assurence. It took me 11 months
to get Into my uniform. I got very impatient and felt that I
wasn't good enough to be taken into the army, I'm quite sure,
you will not have to walt 11 monthe, Sergeantisuggestiony Col.
Scolly, executive officer--one of your best friends in Washington--
left this informavion: The cadre im Camp Shelvy,tomposed almost .
of all Hisei soldliers who are making plans for reception, Some
of you had that Information already if you have orothers in the
army. 1 first heard of it when I was in Camp III,
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Q Will there bé an alr corps within the combat team? What
will constitute a combat team?

A: A combai team is made up of ground forces only,
The alr force is separaie. For the present, there is no air
force in the combat team because that is a separate branch of
the army. It.is composed of Infantry (I can't give you the
figures--that Is confidential) Artillery--hecavy and light--wn'ch
comes uncer Fleld Artillery, Quartermasier Corps, 8ignal Corps,
Medlicel Department personnel, Engiheer, %ank ana Anti-tank
units--all or ihe units necessary to make-it a complete, seli~
operating unis will pe includea. Alr Iorce 1s entirely separate
Irom the combat unit. %They work in cooperation with the comvati
team, but are not a part oi it. - :

Q€ How many monihs of vasic tralning are there at the camp?

A; Did yop say vasic training? Basic training is a
dirferent thing. axactly the same training as other unlts wnicn
nas veen geneyally 6 months o1 training. It takes avout o montns
to make a soldier sv he can function as part of the army. In
some cases, In exceptional units, little less. We can get an excel-
lent combat team generally in ¢ montns' time. If you want a def=-
inite figure, it 1is months.

< The way you answer the Quastion tomorrow, will it have any
eliect un your leave clearance il you are not a volunteer?

A: T hope you don't mean whethesr you offer to volunteer
or not. 1s that what you have in mind? Your oIter to volunteer
will not prejudice the leave clearance forms. Some of you register
tomorrow, and some of you on Tuesday. By Tuesday evening we noupe
to have registéred all oI you. Our purpose is to provide leave
clearances as many as we can. It is a wholesale provision of leave
clearances, Your offer to volunteer will not arfect that. The
comdat duty 1s composed ol people who wani Lo get 1in.

dnt-
volunteer now, do you

< 1 am not very clear on that--ir youp

get a second chance to voluntees?

A: I don't quiie undersiana your question.

SGT, WOOLSRY: Make—clour—thie—anewsr InS.

Lr: Again, may 1 staie that your answer YBES to 27
aoes not cunstitute volunieering., What we want is your honest
opinion ana an honest expression ol your vellefi. If you are ready
you will fight no matter how you went into the tight and go wherg-
ever oraered., The oirer to volunteer is a sepsiate thing. It's
another paper entirely. :

<3 Will a negative answer ailect that?

A: Not in itseli. Ve don't want anyone to perjure
nimseltf. We are not considering. We are depending on your
honesty In these arswers. ‘here is a severe penaliy on verjury
-and you know thai. We know you aré honesi.
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3 sgLA_x1no4h&&af*ﬁfhc—qﬂes%&en-we&T-hhll the women be
able Lo volunteer in the WAACS?

A:; We did intende#, as one member of our team, a
WAAC representative to come here Lo #we canp,

it waénit éoésibld@o include her on our team.

%: The registration starts lomorrow, H&at procedure is there
or people who are i1lJ

~ A: The WRA personnél will take care of that. Those
who are bedridden are not expected to come here. Every con-
sideration is given to those who are ill and can't be here.

Q: Is there any age limitation of ones who volunteer?
A: Yes, Under sge limit of 17 attained &% February
1., The combat ageb is 18-38, but a 17 year-old can volunteer.

Q: Who will be the officers of this combat unit?

At They will be chosen from the ranks of the volun-
teers tLhemselves Jjust as soon as those men cn the basis of
previous #raining and abilities and number of factors which
apply anywhere in the army,—#%¥ can be advanced in their grade
to fill the commission ranks. For the present, because there
are very few commissioned who are not on the fronts, and be-
cause there are so very few of Japanese descentd who are in
this counity and not in foreign service, this unit will be
officered by Caucasians. But just-as soon as the men from the
ranky advance, it will be completely officered by the Nisei.
There zre enoughybosfaifiii—gs- officers such as first and
second lieutenants fep-the-—mgeetes {0 fill its ranks, but there
are only Jjusiqvery few captains in this country now. So, we
will have to emeraisiSEs those lieutenants to captainejes and
others to majors from the combat unit ranks:. They will be
sent to officers’ane dandidate school under the same sort of
training as that of anyone else, and will be under the same
Kind of standards. We have no doubt that there are large
numbers who will go to iis schools, and they will be comuis-
sloned upon the amount needed beyond the combat unit. There
will be no restriction on the number of men of e~ Japunese
descent e commissioned._ ,

e ) BSMele
Q Will the Nisei soldiers in the army’drgfted into
this combat unit? ‘ A

A: No, OQOur trouble in the army is to keep the? out.
Practically every Nisei wantgto get into it and we don't
need very many of them. All we want is enough for training
cadre. The difficulty isn't the question of drafting. These
vboys are training so hard to get into them, we have Lo dis-
courage rather than encouraghdg them. Sgt. Kinoshita could
tell you about his brother, -

8GT. KINOSHITA: 8Sir, my brother has been trying hard
tc get into & special combat duty, but couldn't, because
those selected to serve from the Japanese-American soldiers
have been moved to Shelby alreadye. :

o2
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QQDIQION TO PAGE 9 which was inadvertently omitted,
3 5 didn't attend the weeting today. ,In answering the 27th

re bg any individual considered as Consclentious Cbject-
or, if any? r~

: a: Why certainly. There are’fiumber of Conscientious Object-
ors, You get the same consideration they get. If you d9n't want
to for meligious reasons. De thoroughly honest. Ve don t-want
anyone to say YES when they actually do not believe. “

Q Do volunteers have spscial#ppﬁriiegemover inducted men?

A: That is u sensible question. It is always a question which

bothers us in the army. Jhe Sergeant says NO, He came in through

23

¢we selective service. And you have the answer, I think. Theoretically

NC. We are all in this war and those who are in uniform are in it
to the winning of the war. It is the main cbjective of the army so

I couldn't hold any inducement, I must be thorocughly honest with
you. :

Assuming the fact that a volunteer combat unit is filled,
and it goes aecross the seas and fightsvery well. After the war,
who will guerantee our civil rights and ¢ivil liberties and our
right to 4o back to Califernia? .Through what machinery do you gua-
rantee those rights? ¥

A A: You are overlooking the government. The federal govern-
ment has limited power over all states. 1 think this personally.

I think thebombat team will solve your problems. We can't guaran-
tee anytningon behalf of the state. ©“nly, I can speak in behalf of
the federal government. *“obody said you couldn't.

Q But is it possible that the State of California can prevent
our peturn? >

\

g
A The state legislalSh within sheis jurisdiction. Nobody
has said anyihing yel . Frobably they will meet you at the state
border after the war with the brass bamd. I am not committing my-

self. That's what 4+ imagine wiwet will happen, The combat team
will be a giorious organization.

Q
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LT. BCLTON: Sgt. Kinoshite would give his right arm
if he could get it back later to get into “he combat duty himself.

2 How about those soldiers who were dismissed from the aray
rig after the war broke out? :

A: Ve might as well be frank about 1%,‘Z%n were
kicked out of the army. The proper procedure is apply for
voluntary induction if you want to get back in. Get into the
combut unit. This is your unit. This applies to all of you
who were released from the army. Those of you who had military
training will be in the military preferred officers. You had
that experience and you will have a little jump over the others,
but you have Lo keep hopping. :

Q uow high can you get in the rank?

A; Major. That is, two steps above First Lieutenant
and two steps below the rank of a general. There is no restrict-
ion regarding the rank. It depends entirely on ability and
training as opportunity affords as the war progresses.

Q Will & volunteer have preference or a privilege to join
any branch of the service?

_ As The answer is difficult. Your choice of unit may
not' be Lhe unit for which you are bvest-fitted. The army re-
serves the right to put a man where he can work best and cone-
tribute to the war effort. Most likely you will be asked for «
branch you are well-sulted. - I cannot assure you., I was traine-
ed for the Field artillery, but I am in the corps of the Provost-
Martial. My Lranch is Field Artillery--that's what I mean for
suitebility of services. Yes, you will have a chunce to state
jour praference on the forum you fill out when you go to Shelby.,

8GT. WOCLSEY: 1If you want L0 4o inte the medical corps, ask
for the quartermaster corps, and if you want to get into the
uartermaster corps, ask for the medical corps.

LT. ECLTON: That's an urmyiaocrot. He shouldn't have told you
that. Jergeant asked for it and got hise preference for a while.
P S

2 3uppose you don't like the army khaki, and you want to
gét into the navy bluef P 5

A AL the present time, NO., But I can't speakifor the
Navy. They are considering it now, Lt. Coggins ie pushing that
in Washington now. I wish I cean answer for the Navy.

Q Where will the combat unit be sent to fight?
A: It's not the intention for the combat unit to fight

in the Pacific area.
« You can
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appreciute why. There's no assurance you won't. I want to
'wake that clear. It is not the present intention. We have
‘many, you may be interested in knowing, many #Japanese descent
who are in the Pacific area right now, o

: 8 = - e It isn't the
present intention to send them. We can't commit ourselves on
that. You may get there later,

Q Will volunteers be permitted to go back to California to
setlle property mutters?

A: The WRA has provisions for that and you can go back
to take care of the matter. I am not answering for the War
Department. I'm answering for them,

Q If & soldier can not qQualify physically, what are 4#H;EF
oppor ‘ ;

unities? ‘

A: If you cannot qualify Physically at the point of
reception, the opportunity on the home front is very, very
great. If you have a copy of the newspapers, you will find
that in the last few days great stress has been Placed on the
need of m ower %chancu are extremely great. 1If you
volunteer “ghd O the reception point and 4rae excluded for
physical reasons, you are cleared then and you will have the
chance of getting a job without further ado.

Q Do you go all the way to Shelby to take your physical?

A: The plan is not definite y settled. It seems that
Jou will be examined just once at Sheldy. However, that
may Le changed. Camp Shelby is approximately 100 miles from
New Or®leans, Louisiana.



