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sne i ai 6ht caJ- L me to tuke over  so I want out ohe back ây ana mingl ed with the 

croud at di f ferent spots i n t he hospi tal  ana see what was brewi ng. �el l  ¿00 

I set-  170 cars comin,. fast wi th spot l i ght s on so I presuued that thi s was 

the mi l i tary pol i ce* Tney came to the main entrance and tol d everybody to get 

out , and tuey ana atosat i c r i f i .es , ana r i f l es 7i t h bayeuets, and sub machine 

guns . ¿11 event ual l y every b d̂y we/i t  out» And I was al so out s i de too. I 

t r i eu to ¿et back i n and toxd hi iu I »as the ambulance ar i ver but al l  he statea 

was get bacic ana poi nted the ûn at me, so why was I to ar%ue. I hun  ̂ around 

for about xb minutes and ôt  t i r ed fceo&sue i f t her e wes cny troubl e I ai un*t 

want to be arouna, So I went h*me wi t n a f ew of my nei bhores. e tal ked 

i t for about a hal f hour or so <jid we took a l ook out si de ana saw that there 

wasn't a mob l ef t » (I l i ve on the bl ock next to Uie hospi tal ) So I went 

back an. r epor t er  bac  ̂ to work, I  started to talk. wi th the fej - lo a who 

were i n the hospi tal , I was tal ki i ig to tne parmecist for a whi l e. Oh yes, 

they asKed for Dr , Goto (that i s the mob di d) but he di dn«t come out , and thqy 

al so snuute. for Dr , Li t t l e, the ked, Di rector , but he di dn*t come out ei tner , 

I tnixitt. t hat  he went wi t h the mi l i tary pol i ce wi ien t ney t ook Mr , Tryr- i- .-  out . 

And he as the Dr , on cal l  t hat  ni ght . Wexl  i t was v ry cal m i n t ne hospi t al * 

we v.ere si t t i ng arounc t- l ining, with fr i ends that ei ther worked i n the 

hospi tal  or that l i ved i n the near by bl ocks. At the s?me time th© other 

hal f of  the mob tnat went to ti ê pol i ce stat i on so try ana get Uyeno out was 

al l  firouna the s t at i on, T&e i i .ii.itar>' poxi ce was i n there ana had the si tuat i on 

weia. i n aad. Then some dub mut goes ana gets i nto a car by the st at i on and 

starts i t end puts i t i nto second ana heads i t towards the pol i ce stat on and 

then fl ttrups off . Thi s was i n the rear , wel l  the car wrecked the corner of the 

st at i on, Oh yes, at t hi s iueetin& tney hel d that ni &ht , tne- y read off tne 

names of c er t n̂ persons tnat nad hi ĥ up j obs i n the Aa, Because i t was 
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THE BEATI NG OP SABURO KI DO 

The f ol l owi ng i s t he o f f i c i al  i nt er pr et at i on of  t he 

beat i ng of  Sabur o Ki do, nat i onal  J ACL pr es i dent , whi ch 

occur r ed i n Gamp I I ear l y Sunday mor ni ng, J an, 31, as 

r ecor ded i n t he Post on Ghr oni c l e of  F eb. 2, 1943: 

EI GHT HELD FOR FELONY CHARGE 

STATE COURT TO TRY MEN FOR ASSAULT ON J ACL HEAD 

A gang of  ei ght  evacuees, r an g i n g i n age f r om 18 
t o 37, wer e f ound gui l t y of  havi ng commi t t ed a f el ony by 
t he Post on I I  J udi c i al  Commi ssi on f or  an asser t ed at t ack 
on Mro and Mr s. Sabur o Ki do, 215- 2D ear l y Sunday mor ni ng 
and, i n accor dance wi t h WRA Admi ni st r at i ve i nst r uct i on f r  34 
wer e ext r adi t ed t o t he Yuma Count y l aw enf or cement  o f f i c i al s 
f or  t r i al  i n t he Super i or  Cour t  of  t he St at e of  Ar i zona. 
The ei ght  evacuees, al l  of  whom made wr i t t en conf essi ons 
admi t t i ng t hei r  par t i c i pat i on i n t he cr i me, wer e char ged 
wi t h asser t ed assaul t  and bat t er y on t he Ki dos Sunday 
mor ni ng at  2 o 'c l ock wi t h i nt ent  t o commi t  gr eat  bodi l y 
har m» 

Ki do was r epor t ed t o be r es t i ng comf or t abl y i n t he 
Post on Gener al  Hospi t al  and wi l l  be conf i ned t o bed f ar  
sever al  days wi t h br ui ses about  hi s head, shoul der  and 
ar ms. Mr s . Ki do was not  i nj ur ed. 

The ef f i c i ent  wor k of  t he Uni t  I I  po l i ce f or ce r e-
sul t ed i n t he i mmedi at e appr ehensi on of  t hose who wer e 
conf essedl y r espons i bl e f or  t he at t ack , ĥe J udi c i al  
Commi ssi on t hen met  i n an emer gency sess i on at  4:15 a.m. , 
Sunday, i n t he pol i ce headquar t er s . Af t er  hear i ng and 
di scuss i ng t he evi dence agai nst  t he ei ght  yout hs, t he 
Commi ssi on br ought  i n t he dec i s i on t hat  t he at t ack const i -
t ut ed a f el ony , t her eby aut omat i cal l y r el i nqui shi ng t hei r  
aut hor i t y of  conduct i ng a t r i al  i n Post on t o t he St at e. 

Those who wer e char ged wi t h t he asser t ed at t ack 
i nc l uded: Geor ge I nouye, 207- 2B; Marries Y . anaka, 227- 6D; 
Tadao Hasegawa, 207- 2B; Tet suo I nokuchi , 214- 6B; Mi t sut o 
Kur i mot o, 216- 8A; Mi yoshi  Mat suda, 211- 14D; Kat ar u Ur abe, 
220- 5D; and J ames Toya, 211- 5A. They wer e accompani ed 
by Pr oj ect  At t or ney .̂ H. Haas, and an evacuee at t or ney 
t o Yuma. 
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The act ual  account  r econst r uct ed f r om dat a suppl i ed 

by my Gamp I I  i nf or mant s i s as f o l l ows : Fr om J an. 21, 

1943 unt i l  t he t i me of  beat i ng, two t o f i ve pol i cemen 

had been r egul ar l y st at i oned near  Ki do 's apar t ment  t o 

pr ot ect  hi m f r om poss i bl e assai l ant s . The post i ng of  guar ds 

i s r epor t ed t o have occur r ed as a r esul t  of  a t hr eat eni ng 

l et t er  whi ch Ki do r ecei ved about  t hi s t i me. Hi s popul ar i t y 

i n âmp I I  has never  been ver y gr eat  but  r esent ment  agai nst  

hi m i ncr eased not i ceabl y when t he War  Bepar t ment  announced 

pl ans f or  r ec r ui t i ng a Ni sei  uni t  on J anuar y 27. At  t hat  

t i me a number  of  peopl e r ecal l ed t hat  Ki do had par t i c i pat ed 

i n t he J AGL convent i on i n Sal t  Lake Gi t y i n November  when 

t he r esol ut i on concer ni ng sel ect i ve dr af t  had been f r amed 

and t hey al so r emember ed t hat  he had been r at her  act i ve 

pass i ng out  pet i t i ons t o Ni sei  t o vol unt eer  f or  t he U. S . 

ar my0 The exact  connect i on bet ween Ki do and t he ei ght  

Ki bei  who at t acked hi m Sunday i s unknown t o me but  i t  i s 

r umor ed t hat  when t he P . B . I , began t o make a syst emat i c 

i nvest i gat i on of  Tachi bana, t hei r  l eader  and r eput ed head 

of  t he ant  i - admi ni  s t r at i  on c l i que i n Camp 13-  sever al  

weeks ago t hey i nt er pr et ed t hi s as t he wor k of  Sabur o 

Ki do i n r et al i at i on f or  ' âchi bana's post i ng of  pi cket s 

at  quad meet i ngs when he was maki ng hi s r ound of  camp t o 

expl ai n hi s connect i on wi t h t he J AGL r eso l ut i on. 

On Sat ur day eveni ng about  10:30, di r ec t l y af t er  t he 

end of  t he shi bai  t he f ol l owi ng Ki bei  met  at  t he home of  



an I s sei  cal l ed Kawahi r a i n bl ock 208 t o dr aw up pl ans 

f or  Ki do1s beat i ng: 

Weor ge I nouye - -  age 18, f r om bl ock 207- 2B 

J ames Tanaka � age ? , 227- 6D 

âdao Hasegawa - -  age 21, 207- 2B 

Tet suo I nokuchi  � age 22, 214- 6B 

Mi t sut o Kur i mot o � age 19, 216- 8A 

Mi yoshi  Mat suda - -  age 21, 211- 14D 

Kat ar u Ur abe, age 37, 220- 5D 

J ames Toya, age 28, 211- 5A. 

I t  i s r epor t ed t hat  bef or e t he meet i ng t hese boys had 

cont act ed I s s ei  i n t hei r  gr oup and had been caut i oned not  

t o beat  K- ido t hat  ni ght  but  t o wai t  f or  a more oppor t une 

moment � The boys had r et or t ed t hat  i f  t he I s sei  woul d not  

condone t he deed t hey woul d t ake f u l l  r espons i bi l i t y and 

do i t  t hemsel ves. 

The at t ack was schedul ed f or  3:00 a.m. but  t he boys 

became i mpat i ent  and deci ded t o do i t  at  t wo o 'c l ock when 

t hey not i ced t hat  t he pol i ce car  usual l y par ked i n f r ont  

of  Ki do1s apar t ment  was not  t her e. When t he ei ght  

assai l ant s ar r i ved on t he scene t hey separ at ed i nt o t hr ee 

gr oups t o per f or m t hei r  assi gned t asks . Four  of  t hem put  

wooden pegs about  f our  i nches l ong i nt o t he l at ches of  

each apar t ment  i n bar r acks 1 and 2 ( i . e . K i do 's bar r ack 

and t he one f ac i ng i t ) t o pr event  hi s nei ghbor s f r om get t i ng 

out  t o hel p hi m. Anot her  gr oup t ook down t he mess hal l  
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gong and t ur ned of f  t he l i ght s i n t he two l at r i nes and 

l aundr y r oom l ocat ed near  K i do 's apar t ment . The t hi r d 

gr oup unscr ewed t he hi nges f r om Ki do 's door  and l i f t ed i t  

of f  bodi l y , Then t he f i r s t  gr oup of  f our  st at i oned them-

sel ves bet ween 2A and 1A whi l e two ot her s wat ched near  

K i do 's apar t ment  t o war n Mat suda and kanaka who had been 

ass i gned t o do t he beat i ng i n case of  i nt er f er ence. Her e 

i s a r ough sket ch of  bl ock 215 t o show t he l ocat i on of  

Ki do1 s * ' ' "" ' 

Mat suda ent er ed t he apar t ment  f i r s t  and as soon 

as Ki do per cei ved hi m he cal l ed out : "You ar e Mat suda, 

ar en't  you?" Thi s compl et el y unner ved Mat suda gi v i ng 

Ki do an oppor t uni t y t o l eap out  of  bed and pi n hi m down. 

At  t hi s moment  ânaka came i n and pr oceeded t o #i ack 

Ki do on t he head and shoul der s . When t he vi ct i m l i f t ed 

one hand t o war d of f  t he bl ows two of  hi s f i nger s wer e 

smashed. By t hi s t i me Mr s . Ki do and Vi o l et  I s h i i , a young 

gi r l  f r om Hawai i  who has been l i v i ng wi t h t he Ki dos f or  

about  two year s , began scr eami ng and awoke t he nei ghbor s . 

ex? cxj  
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I t  i s r epor t ed t hat  Vi ol et  f ai nt ed soon af t er  but  Mr s . Ki do 

kept  up her  scr eami ng unt i l  hel p ar r i ved. As soon as t he 

s i x boys st at i oned out si de hear d t he scr eams t hey scat t er ed 

i n al l  di r ect i ons so t hat  when t he at t acker s r ushed out  

t hei r  accompl i ces wer e nowher e t o be seen. I n t hei r  hast e 

t hey l ef t  behi nd one br own Oxf or d shoe bel ongi ng t o Tanaka, 

two bl ue and whi t e bandanas t hat  t hey had used t o conceal  

t he l ower  hal f  of  t hei r  f ac es , one i r onwood cl ub (r ound 

bodi ed, squar e handl ed, knobbed at  end and about  2 f eet  

Ju 
l ong) , and a smashed f l as h l i gt . 

A 

By t hi s t i me t wo pol i cemen who had conceal ed them-

sel ves i n t he boi l er  r oom of  t he l aundr y as wel l  as two of  

Ki do1s nei ghbor s (one of  whom had r emoved hi s wi ndow 

scr een t o get  out  whi l e t he ot her  had br oken down hi s 

door ) appear ed on t he scene and ai ded Ki do i n capt ur i ng 

Mat suda. One of  t he pol i cemen had hear d t he door  bei ng 

unscr ewed but  t had l ost  t i me awakeni ng hi s compani on who 

was f ast  asl eep af f or di ng t he assai l ant s t i me t o at t ack 

Ki do. By t hi s t i me al so a number  of  peopl e- f r om bl ocks 

215 and 216 ar r i ved t o f i nd out  t he cause of  t he commot i on. 

(Peopl e i n 216 wer e not i f i ed of  t he di st ur bance by two 

i ndi v i dual s who had t aken i t  upon t hemsel ves t o guar d t hat  

bl ock t hat  ni ght  f r om an ambul ance so t hat  no har m woul d 

bef al l  t he bl ock manager  and t he chai r man of  t he Coop whose 

apar t ment s had been smear ed wi t h human excr ement  on 

Thur sday. These two saw f our  boys r ush acr oss f r om 215 t o 

210 shor t l y af t er  two o !c l oc k and sensi ng somet hi ng unusual  
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had ar oused r es i dent s of  216 who i mmedi at el y hur r i ed over  

t o 215 and di scover ed Mat suda pi nned t o t he gr ound by 

pol i cemen. Thi s i n al l  pr obabi l i t y i s t he bas i s f or  t he 

r umor  now spr eadi ng i n Camp I I  t hat  bl ocks 215 and 216 

had set  a t r ap t o capt ur e Mat suda and h i s Ki bei  gang) . 

The t wo pol i cemen t hen deput i zed t he young peopl e of  215 

who had gat her ed t her e i n a menaci ng at t i t ude wi t h c l ubs 

and canes t o wat ch hi m whi l e t hey r epor t ed t he i nc i dent  

t o t he po l i ce depar t ment . Meanwhi l e K i do , accompani ed by 

Dr . &i t a , a dent i s t , was t k̂en i n an ambul ance t o t he 

Camp I  hospi t al  wher e t hey f ound i n j ur i es on h i s head, 

shoul der s , hands and r i bs« He r emai ned unconsc i ous al l  

day Sunday and Monday. Whi l e t her e Ki t a ar oused Head who 

i n t ur n no t i f i ed Haas , J ames, and a f ew ot her  admi ni s t r at i ve 

o f f i c i a l s who cont act ed t he P . B . I , agent s s t at i oned i n 

t he M.P . bar r acks j ust  out s i de of  Camp I I . 

I n t he meant i me Cr awf or d, admi ni st r at or  of  Uni t  H , 

Mi l l er , chi ef  of  i nt er nal  s ec ur i t y , and Sc o t t , h i s as s i s t ant , 

had been no t i f i ed and ar r i ved at  t he scene of  t he cr i me 

t o i nt er r ogat e t he pr i soner . Ki kuo Sndo of  t he Soc i al  

Wel f ar e depar t ment  act ed as i nt er pr et er  s i nce Mat suda has 

been i n t hi s count r y onl y t hr ee year s and bar el y speaks 

Engl i s h. At  f i r s t  t he pr i soner  f i r ml y adher ed t o t he 

st or y t hat  he was t he onl y one i nvol ved i n t he i nc i dent  � 

t hat  he al one was r espons i bl e f o r  t he at t ack on K i do . 

By t hi s t i me t he cr owd became unr ul y and an angr y voi ce 



accused: "You'r e l y i ng. We saw two or  t hr ee ot her s run-

ni ng away." Up5n t hi s wi t hout  any t hi r d degr ee bei ng i mposed 

on hi m Mat suda conf essed t hat  he had two accompl i ces - -

Tet suo I nokuchi  of  bl ock 214 and J ames Tanaka- of  227. 

He was t hen t aken t o t he pol i ce s t at i on f or  f ur t her  

quest i oni ng whi l e t he two named wer e pi cked up i n t hei r  

homes� 

When I nokuchi  was l ed i nt o t he pol i ce s t at i on Mat suda 

t ur ned t o hi m and excl ai med: "Ther e wer e j ust  t he two of  

us , wer en't  t her e?" Thi s i nf ur i at ed Mi l l er  who t ook 

Mat suda asi de and or der ed hi m t o speak onl y when quest i oned. 

I nokuchi  r el at ed one st or y af t er  anot her , each cont r adi ct i ng 

t he pr ecedi ng so t he pol i ce coul d get  nowher e wi t h hi m. 

Obser ver s l at er  r emar ked t hat  he was t he onl y one of  t he 

ei ght  who was "ot oko r as hi i " or  "act ed l i ke a man." Tanaka 

was next  br ought  i n and made a s l i p when he commented t hat  

he knew t he f aces of  t he ot her  par t i c i pant s but  was un-

acquai nt ed wi t h t hei r  names. Fur t her  quest i oni ng r eveal ed 

two mor e accompl i ces - -  Kur i mot o of  216 and Ur- abe of  220. 

I t  i s cl ai med t hat  he act ual l y named t hr ee but  s i nce t he 

pol i ce st at i on was i n such a bedl am by t hi s t i me t he 

aut hor i t i es wer e abl e t o cat ch onl y two names. The pol i ce 

and young peopl e of  215 and 216 wer e t hen i nst r uct ed t o 

f et ch t hem. r̂ abe was i mmedi at el y pi cked up at  home but  

Kur i mot o coul d not  be l ocat ed unt i l  8:30 when t hey di scover ed 

hi m hi di ng i n t he mess hal l . TJ rabe i n t ur n married Toya of  

211 as one of  t he accompl i ces. As soon as Toya appear ed 



- 8 -

hi s bet r ayer  t ur ned t o hi m and whi sper ed i n J apanese: 

"They know al l  about  i t  al r eady so you mi ght  j ust  as wel l  

spi l l  ever yt hi ng." 

When t he aut hor i t i es st ar t ed t o quest i on Toya he was 

t r embl i ng al l  over  and coul d scar cel y speak, '"'hen a pol i ce-

man of f er ed hi m a gl ass of  wat er  he gul ped i t  down and 

when anot her  was of f er ed i t  t oo was has t i l y consumed. xhen 

on hi s par t  he r equest ed a t hi r d gl ass whi ch appear ed t o 

cal m hi m somewhat . He not  onl y r eveal ed t he names of  t he 

r emai ni ng accompl i ces but  gaVe a det ai l ed account  of  t he 

i nc i dent  f r om t he t i me t hey met  i n Kawahi r a*s apar t ment  t o 

t he act ual  beat i ng. He even went  t o t he ext ent  of  dr awi ng 

a di agr am t o show t he exact  pos i t i on of  each of  t he boys 

dur i ng t he at t ack . 

Meanwhi l e i n anot her  sect i on of  t he pol i ce st at i on 

t he J udi c i al  Commi ssi on of  Uni t  I I  met  i n an emer gency 

sess i on about  4:15 a.m. and br ought  out  t he ver di c t  t hat  

t he at t ack const i t ut ed a f el ony and t her ef or e out si de i t s 

j ur i sdi c t i on. I n accor dance wi t h WRA Admi ni st r at i ve 

' I ns t r uc t i on no. 34 t he Commi ssi on decl ar ed t hat  t he case 

bei ng a f el ony t he boys coul d not  be t r i ed i n Post on but  

had t o be t ur ned over  t o Yuma Count y o f f i c i al s f or  t r i al  
i  

i n t he Super i or  Cour t  of  t he St at e of  Ar i zona. 

Af t er  si gned conf essi ons wer e obt ai ned f r om each 

of  t he ei ght  f el l ows i nvol ved i n t he at t ack t hey wer e 

escor t ed t o t he Yuma j ai l  by Ted Haas, pr oj ect  at t or ney, 

and Tom Masuda, member  of  t he Legal  Depar t ment  of  Uni t  I . 
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Accor di ng t o Mi ch Kuni t ani , "The Ki bei s had t he cr ust  t o 

ask Haas t o def end t hem." I t  i s r umor ed t hat  al l . of  t he 

boys , wi t h t he except i on of  one who pl eaded not - gui l t y, 

wi l l  not  r ecei ve a hear i ng i n Yuma si nce t hey al l  conf essed 

t o t he cr i me. As f ar  as I  know t hey ar e s t i l l  i n t he Yuma 

j ai l  awai t i ng sent ence. 

I n a conver sat i on wi t h T ea Haas shor t l y af t er  t he 

i nc i dent  he i nf or med me pr oudl y t hat  Mi l l er  had want ed t o 

put  t he Ki bei  under  t hi r d degr ee but  he had per suaded hi m 

t o use t he r egul ar  pol i ce t echni que of  t el l i ng each per son 

dur i ng t he i nt er vi ew t hat  t he one bef or e hi m had conf essed 

ever yt hi ng. I n t hi s way t hey had no di f f i c ul t y i n obt ai ni ng 

conf essi ons si nce al l  of  t hem wer e pr oud of  t he r ol e t hey 

had pl ayed i n t he at t ack on %d o whom t hey consi der ed a 

di s t ur bi ng i nf l uence i n Samp I I . Accor di ng t o Haas al l  of  

t hem f i r ml y bel i eved t hat  t hey had beat en Kido "f or  t he 

wel f ar e of  t he communi t y" and onl y when t hey wer e i nf or med 

t hat  a sent ence of  one t o t en year s mi ght  be passed upon 

them di d t hey begi n t o l ook at  i t  f r om Western-  st andar ds 

and waver  i n t hei r  conv i c t i ons . I n conver sat i ons wi t h 

Gamp I I  f r i ends t her e i s ever y i ndi cat i on t hat  t he Ki bei  

wer e dead cer t ai n of  bei ng r et ai ned i n camp by t he r es i dent s 

as i n t he November  st r i ke i n Camp I . Thei r  i dea seems t o 

have been: "Hel l , t hey can't  do anyt hi ng t o u s . " 

I t  i s r epor t ed t hat  when Wade Head ar r i ved at  t he 

pol i ce st at i on about  t hr ee i n t he mor ni ng he saw a l ar ge 
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cr owd armed wi t h cl ubs and canes st andi ng i n f r ont  of  i t  

and f ear ed a r ecur r ence of  t he November  s t r i ke. By t hi s 

t i me at  l east  t went y M.P .»s i n beeps had been pl aced on 

guar d i n f r ont  of  t he pol i ce s t at i on. When Head l ear ned 

t hat  t he peopl e t her e wer e sympat het i c t owar d t he 

admi ni st r at i on and wi shed t o pr eser ve l aw and or der  i n 

Camp I I  he r ecal l ed t he M.P .»s about  10:30 Sunday mor ni ng. 

I t  may be of  i nt er est  t o you t hat  i mmedi at el y af t er  

K i do 's at t ack a guar d of  ei ght  pol i cemen wer e t hr own ar ound 

t he apar t ment s of  Si m Togasaki  of  Gamp I I I  and T ep I shi mar u 

rj  

of  amp I  who par t i c i pat ed wi t h Ki do i n t he J ACL convent i on 

at  Sal t  L ake Gi t y i n November . (1) 

# # # < 

1. You wi l l  pr obabl y appr eci at e t hi s r epor t  a l i t t l e 
bet t er  when you r ead my r epor t s on t he r eact i on t o t he 
J ACL r esol ut i on and t he Camouf l age Pr oj ect  now i n 
pr epar at i on. 
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THE TACHIBANA CASS 

Shor t l y af t er  t he at t ack on Ki do Sunday mor ni ng f our 

F . B . I , agent s st at i oned i n t he M#P . bar r acks j ust  out si de 

of  Gamp I I  and who had been conduct i ng i nvest i gat i ons of  

so- cal l ed "agi t at or s " f or  t he l ast  t hr ee or  f our  weeks 

ent er ed camp and began pi ck i ng up suspect s . Accor di ng t o 

my c hi ef  i nf or mant  i n Camp I I  who l i ves two bar r acks away 

f r om ' âchi bana, t he r eput ed head of  t he ant i - admi ni st r at i on 

gr oup i n t hat  camp, f our  P . B . I , agent s ar r i ved at  ' âchi bana1 s 

door  shor t l y af t er  t hr ee o 1c l ock i n two separ at e car s 

accompani ed by M. ? . ! s i n two j eeps , ĥ i l e t wo of  t hem 

guar ded t he ent r ance, t he ot her  two opened t he dooi /of  

rn 

t he apar t ment  shar ed by xachi bana and hi s f at her - i n- l aw, 

Kobayashi , wal ked r i ght  i n, t ur ned on t he l i ght s and 
IT) 'P 

ar oused t he f ami l y , �'�hey t hen or der ed achi bana and 

Kobayashi  t o pack t hei r  sui t cases to come al ong wi t h t hem. 

When one of  t hem at t empt ed t o snap a handcuf f  on âchi bana 

i t  i s r epor t ed t hat  he f l ung i t  asi de angr i l y c l ai mi ng t hat  

he was not  a cr i mi nal  - -  t hat  he was a J apanese and woul d 

go peacef ul l y wher ever  t hey want ed hi m t o go. The agent , 

t hi nk i ng t hat  achi bana mi ght  become di f f i c u l t , pul l ed out  

hi s pi s t o l * At  t hi s poi nt  i t  i s cl ai med t hat  t he two sons 

of  Kobayashi  - -  Ken, aged 22, and Dan, aged 19 - -  cur sed 

t he F . B . I , r oundl y and chal l enged t hem t o shoot  t he whol e 

f ami l y i f  t hey wi shed t o use a p i s t o l . x*c cor di ng t o by-

st ander s t he agent s appear ed af r ai d and seemed t o expect  

vi ol ence on t he par t  of  t he boys. As he was bei ng l ed 
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i nt o t he car  âchi bana i s c r edi t ed t o have sai d: "I  am 

gl ad I  was abl e t o do my bi t  f or  J apan." (X's ver si on 

obt ai ned f r om a member  of  Tachi bana1s gang i n bl ock 211 

{j Fachi bana»s b l o c k j i s s l i ght l y di f f er ent , When t he agent  

pul l ed out  hi s gun one of  t he Kobayashi  boys t aunt ed: "Now 

you have t he gun out . Go ahead and shoot . I f  you'r e scar ed 

t o shoot , put  t he gun away." Thi s was accompani ed by much 

abusi ve l anguage. X does not  bel i eve t hat  Tachi bana act ual l y 

ut t er ed t he f ar ewel l  speech cr edi t ed t o hi m. He has known 

hi m f or  over  t went y year s and f eel s t hat  t he speech i s not  

i n keepi ng wi t h hi s per sonal i t y .) 

F i ve ot her  I s s ei  wer e pi cked up by t he P . B . I , t hat  

mor ni ng: Kawahi r a and Har ada of  208, Koj i ma of  220, r̂ amaki  

of  209 and Hanaoka of  222. I t  i s r epor t ed t hat  when t he 

agent s came t o f et ch Kawahi r a l ie was i n t he pol i ce st at i on 

bei ng quest i oned f or  t he beat i ng of  Ki do, but  si nce t hey 

wer e i n such a hur r y t o r emove hi m t he pol i ce coul d not  

obt ai n a conf essi on f r om hi m. As soon as t he "agi t at or s " 

wer e pi cked up one by one t hey wer e shot  out  i mmedi at el y 

t o M.p . headquar t er s near  Camp I  f or  quest i oni ng. Accor di ng 

t o t he l at est  admi ni st r at i ve r epor t  t he sev;en men have 

been t r ansf er r ed f r om Phoeni x and ar e now i n Texas awai t i ng 

A V 

t r i a l . 2is f ar  as I  know, an and Ken Kobayashi , who wer e 

al so pi cked tip by t he F . B . I , l at er  t hat  mor ni ng and char ged 

wi t h r es i s t i ng ar r est  and par t i c i pat i ng i n t he November  

s t r i ke, ar e s t i l l  i n Phoeni x. 
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ATTI TUDES CONCERNING THE I NCI DENT 

Admi ni st r at i ve At t i t ude: 

The j ob was wel l  done, ĥe cul pr i t s wer e t aken out  

expedi t i ous l y af t er  secur i ng t he consent  of  t he J udi c i al  

Commi ssi on. 

Cr awf or d, "Uni t  I I  admi ni st r at or , has al ways been anxi ous 

t o have ' âchi bana and hi s gang r emoved f r om camp. About  t hr ee 

or  f our  weeks ago, al l egedl y on hi s encour agement , t he 

F . B . I , came i n t o check âchi bana1s census f i l es . Mi l l er , 

J ames, Kennedy, Haas , et c . have const ant l y mai nt ai ned t hat  

i f  t he f ew "agi t at or s " i n Gamp I I  coul d be r emoved t hey 

woul d succeed i n r unni ng camp t he way t hey des i r ed. The 

i nt ended ar r est  of  f i ve I s s ei  f r om Camp I I , i nc l udi ng 

J achi bana, was announced by Nor r i s J ames, Pr ess and 

I nt el l i gence Of f i c er , at  an admi ni st r at i ve st af f  conf er ence 

i n Camp I  at  10:30 Sat ur day mor ni ng. I t  i s r epor t ed t hat  al l  

t hose pr esent  seemed t o be gr eat l y i n f avor  of  t he i dea. 

Evacuee At t i t udes ; 

Camp I I : Two cont r ast i ng sent i ment s appear  t o pr evai l : 

(1) "Now we' l l  r un camp smoot hl y wi t h t hose agi t at or s out . 

(2) "They have bungl ed up ever yt hi ng but  t hi s i s not  t he 

end." 

Camp I  sent i ment s pi cked up at  r andom: 

"Tachi bana was t he r es t r ai ni ng f or ce on act i oni s t s i n Camp I I . 

"Beat i ng i s t he best  f or m of  chi di ng i nt el l ec t ual s ." 

"Oh, we' l l  have t r oubl e agai n." 
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"The f or t y- seven Roni ns wai t ed t hr ee year s f or  t hei r  r evenge." 

"We don't  have t o t ake r evenge whi l e we'r e i n camp; t her e's 

pl ent y of  t i me* L et 's t ake t hei r  eyes out  and make them 
i  

"bl i nd as soon as we have a chance." 

"Gee, i t ' s t oo bad t hey bungl ed up t he beat i ng." (Ni s ei ) . 

"They shoul d have done i t  a l i t t l e more i nt el l i gent l y ." 

Ul t r a- l i ber al  r eac t i on: I dent i cal  wi t h t hat  of  t he 

admi ni s t r at i on. 

I t  i s i nt er est i ng t o not e t hat  al l  of  t he f or egoi ng 

st at ement s wi t h t he except i on of  t he "ul t r a- l i ber al " condone 

t he beat i ng of  Ki do. 

X bur st  i nt o my of f i ce t he day af t er  âchi bana's 

ar r est  and r ecount ed i n gr eat  det ai l  t he conver sat i on he had 

had wi t h V̂ans , Uni t  I  admi ni st r at or  and per sonal  f r i end, 

concer ni ng t he i nc i dent . Si nce X i n hi s publ i c st at ement s 

por t r ays t he sent i ment s of  poss i bl y t hr ee- f our t hs of  t he 

I s s ei  and near l y one- hal f  of  t he Ni sei  i n Camp I  (al t hough 

i n pr i vat e l i f e he i s one of  t he f ew r eal  l i ber al s I  have 

met  among t he J apanese) I  shal l  at t empt  t o r ep f̂ t ûce hi s 

conver sat i on wi t h v̂ans as accur at el y as poss i bl e t o gi ve 

you an i ns i ght  i nt o Camp I  sent i ment s: 

X: I  di dn't  know you guys (admi ni st r at i ve o f f i c i al s ) ar e 

a bunch' of  Nazi  st or m t r ooper s. You t ake out  t hose 

per sons who ar e opposed t o your  i deol ogi es and put  them 

i n concent r at i on camps. At  best  your  admi ni st r at i ve 

phi l osophy cannot  be any bet t er  t han t hat  of  Br i t i sh 
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admi ni st r at or s i n t he Far  Bast . How do you expect  

t o r un camp wi t hout  knowi ng wher e t he soc i al  norm 

i s? I f  you r emove camp l eader s j ust  because t hey 

c r i t i c i ze your  poi nt  of  vi ew I ' l l  say t hat  I RA i s 

a f a i l ur e. I n t hi s camp I ' v e not i ced t hat  anyone 

who c r i t i c i zes t he admi ni st r at i on i s l abel ed an 

agi t at or  and an agi t at or  accor di ng t o you peopl e i s 

pr o- Axi s. Don't  you know t her e ar e quot at i on mar ks 

i n t he t ypewr i t er ? Why don't  you use t hem once i n 

a whi l e? ĉcor di ng t o your  def i ni t i on I 'm pr o- Axi s ." 

( v̂ans f l ushed when X t ol d hi m t h i s . Accor di ng t o 

Spi c er , he l i k e t he r est  of  t he admi ni st r at i on was 

convi nced t hat  Camp I  r es i dent s wer e suppor t i ng 

t he admi ni st r at i ve st and 100$ t hi s t i me.) 

�Wans : Hel l  you'r e pr o- Axi s. I  don't  bel i eve i t . we l l , 

we need peopl e l i ke you i n t he admi ni st r at i on» I  

want  adv i ce. I 'm l os t . I  r eal l y want  t o wor k f or  

t he J apanese peopl e. You know t hat . Won't  you 

advi se me? (Evans has been per suadi ng X f or  some t i me 

t o become hi s I s sei  advi sor  but  X under  no ci r cumst ances 

wi l l  t i e hi msel f  wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on). 

X: I 'm not  c r i t i c i z i ng you. Ther e's not hi ng per sonal  

i n what  I  s ai d. I 'm t al k i ng l i k e t hi s because you'r e 

s i t t i ng i n t hat  chai r  i n t hi s o f f i c e. You ar e t he 

aymfaiHx symbol  of  t he i ncompet ent , uni nt el l i gent , 

i nef f i c i ent  admi ni s t r at i on. My bl ock r es i dent s 

f or ced me t o t ake t he bl ock manager 's j ob but  i f  you 
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accept  me you»r e goi ng t o have a hel l  of  a t r oubl e. 

I  t hi nk t he bl ock peopl e made a mi st ake i n el ect i ng 

t o of f i ce one of  t he s t r ongest  ant i - admi ni st r at i on 

men i n camp. On account  of  soc i al  sanct i on I  t ook 

t he j ob but  you can r ef use me i f  you want  t o si nce 

no one can t el l  me what  t o say and what  not  to say. 

Bvans: As f ar  as you'r e concer ned we made a mi st ake. I »11 

t ake anyt hi ng i f  i t ! s f r om you. 

X: Regar di ng t he beat i ng I ' l l  say t hi s poi nt - bl ank: 
u 

I n Par i s a (Serman sol di er  was sni ped at  by some 

f r enchman, f he Ger mans i n r et al i at i on shot  a f ew 

r enchmen. Yet , more ger man sol di er s wer e ambushed. 

4gai n, a f ew mor e Fr enchmen wer e shot , \ t d so on. 

I 'm l aughi ng at  you peopl e because you t hi nk t he 

whol e t hi ng has ended j ust  because t he at t acker s 

wer e ar r est ed. You know t hat  when mot i vat i onal  need 

i s t oo gr eat  t her e i s no l egal  sanct i on. You have 

been t al k i ng about  l aw and or der  al l  t hi s t i me but  

you know now how s i l l y i t  sounds t o me. 

# # # 

Recor ded Feb. 3, 1943 
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The act ual  account  r eco st r uct ed f r om dat a suppl i ed by my Camp I T 
i nf or mant s i s as f o l l ows : From J an. 21> 1943 unt i l  t he t i me of  b& 
beat i ng, two t o f i ve pol i cemen had been r egul ar l y st at i oned w ar  
K i do 's apar t ment  t o pr ot ect  hi m f rom poss i bl e ass i al ant s . The 
post i ng of  guar ds i s r epor t ed t o have occur r ed as a r esul t  of  a 
t hr eat eni ng l et t er  whi ch Ki do r ecei ved about  t h i s t i me. Hi s pop-
ul ar i t y i n Gamp I I  hais never  been gr eat  but  r esent ment  agp i nst  hin 
i ncr eased not i ce bl y when t he War  Dept . annoui c ed pi-  n;s f or  re-
c r ui t i ng a Ni sei  uni t  on J an. 27. At ' t hat  t i me a number  of  pe pi e 
r cal l ed t hat  Ki do had par t i c i pat ed i n t he J '.CL convent i on i n S-  I t . 
Lake Ci t y i n November  when t he r esol ut i on concer ni ng sel ect i ve 
dr af t  had bee -  f r amed and t hey al so r emember ed t hat  he had bee 
r at her  act i ve pass i ng out  pet i t i ons t o " i s ei  t o vol unt e r  f or  t he 
U.S. - r ny. Th exact  connect i on bet ween Ki do t  nd t he ei ght  Ki bei  
who at t acked hi m Sunday i s dnknown t o me but  i t  i s r umcr ed t in t  
when t he FB« beg n̂ t o make a syst emat i c nvest i g- t i on of  Tadi  i -
bana, t hei r  l eader  and r eput ed head o f  t hex ant i - adm. c l i que 
i n Camp I I  sever al  weeks «go t hey i nt er per et ed t hi s as t he wor k 
o f  Sabur o Ki do i n r et al i at i on f or  Tachi bana's post i ng o f  pi cket s 
at  quad meet i ngs when he was maki ng h i s r ound of  camp t o esp la i n 
h i s connect i on wi t h t he J ACL resotLt i Adnn. 

On Sat . evni ng about  10:30, di r ec t l y -  f t er  t he end of  t he 
Bhi bai  t he f ol l owi ng Ki bei  met  at  t he home of  an I s sei  cal l ed 
Kawahi r a i n bl ock 208 t o dr aw up pl ans f o r  K i do 's beat i ng: 

Geoi ge I nouye age 18, f r  >m bl ock 207- 2B 
J ames Tanaka age ? , 227- 6D 
Tadao Hasegawa age 21, 207- 2B 
Tet suo I nokuchi  age 22, 214- 6B 
Ki t sut o Kur i mot o�-  age 19, 216- 8A 
Mi yoshi  Mat suda age 21, 211-  14D 
Kat  -  r u Ur abe age 37, 220- 5D 
J ames Toya, age 28, 211- 5A. 

I t  i  s r epor t ed t hat  bef or e t he mtg t hese boys had cont act ed I s-
sei  i n t hei r  gr oup and had been caut i oned not  t o beat  Ki do t h t  
ni ght  but  t o wai t  f or  a mor e oppor t une moment . The boys had 
r et or t ed t hat  i f  t he I s sei  woul d not  cor ione t he deed t hey woul d 
t ake f ul l  r esnons i bi l i t y and do i t  t hemsel ves. 

�pie at t ack was schedul ed f or  3:00 A.M. but  t he boys became 
i mpat i ent  and deci ded t o do i t  at  t wo o 'c l ock when t hey not i ced 
t hat  the pol i ce'bear  usual l y par ked i n f r ont  of  K i do 's � pt . was 
not  t her e. V/hcn t he ei ght  assai l ant s -  r r i ved on t he scene t te y 
separ at ed i i t  o t hr ee gr oups t o per f or m t hei r  ass i gned t asks . Four o 
of  them put  wooden pegs about  f our  i nches l ong i r t  o t he l at che f  
each apt . i n bar r acks 1 and 2 ( i . e . K i do 's bar r ack and t i e ore 
f ac i ng i t ) t o pr event  hi s nei ghbor s f r om & t t i ng out  t o hel p hi m. 
Anot her  gr oup t ook down t t e mess hal l  gong and t ur ned o f f  tte l 'g'te 
ht s i n t he t wo l at r i nes and l *ui d r y room l ocat ed near  K i do 's 
p t . The t hi r d gr oup unscr ewed t he hi nges f r om K i do 's door  aid 

l i f t ed i t  o f f  bodi l y . Then t he f i r s t  gr oup o f  f our  st at i oned 
t hems- l ves bet ween 2A and 1A whi l e two ot her s wat ch d near  K i do 's 
apt . t o war n Mat suda nd Tanaka who had been assi gned t o do t t e 

beat i ng i ncase of  i nt er f er ence Mat suda ent er ed t he apt . 
f i r s t  and as soon as Ki do per cei ved hi m he cal l ed out : You ar e 
Mat sudaf  ar en't  you?" Thi s compl et el y unnner ved Mat suda gi v i ng 
Ki do an oppor t uni t y t o l eap out  of  bed and pi n hi m down. At  t hi s 
moment  Tana ka came i n and pr ĉeededt o whack Ki do o nt he head and 

bounder s. Wh n t he v i c t i m l i f t ed one hand t o war d o f f  t he bl ows 
two o f  h i s f i nger s wer  sma hed. By t hi s t i me Mr s. Ki do and Vio"fe t  



2. 

I shi i , a young gi r l  from Hawai i  who ha s been l i vi ng wi th the 
: i dos for about two years, began screaming and awoke the neigh-
bors. I t i s reported that Vi ol et fai nted soon after but Mrs, 
Kido kept up her screaming unt i l  hel p ar r i ved. As soon as the 
si x boys stati oned outsi de heard the screams they scattered 
i n al l  di rect i ons so, that when th attackers rushed out thei r 
accompl i ces were nowhere to beseen. In thei r ha te they l eft 
behi nd them one brown oxf ord shoe bel ongi ng t Tanaka, twobl ue 
and whi te bandannas that they had used to conceal  tte l ower 
h I f of thei r faces, one irom- ood cl ubCround bodi ed, square 
hmdl ed, knobbed at end and about 2 f t . l ong), and f  smashed 
f l ashl i ght . 

By thi s time two pol i cemen who had conceal ed themsel ves i  i  
the boi l er room of the l auddry as wel l  as two of Ki do's neigh-
bors(one of vhom had removed hi s v,iiidow screen to get out whi l e 
the other had broken down hi s door) appeared on the scene nd 
ai d d Kido i n ca ptur i ng Tatsuda. One of the pol 'cemen had he- rd 
the door bei ng unscrew d but had l ost time awakening hi s compan-
ion who ws fast asl eep affordi ng the assai l ants time to att.- ck 
Ki do. By t hi s time al so a number of peopl e from bl ocks 215 nd 
216 arr i ved to f i nd out the cause of the comraot on. (Peopl e i n 
216 were ot i f i ed of the di sturbance by two i ndi vi dual s who hr d 
taken i t upon themsel ves to gu- rd that bl ock that ni ght from an 
ambulance bo that o harm voul d befal l  the bl ock manager n3 the 
chairman of the C op whose apts. had been smeared wi th hum-  n 
excrement om Thursd y. These two saw four boy rush across from 
215 to 210 short l y af ter two o'cl ock and sensi ng something un-
usu-  1 hc-  d aroused resi dents of 216 who immediatel y hurr i ed over 
to 215 nd djs covered Matsuda pi nned to the ground by pol i cemen. 
Thi s i n al l  probabi l i t y i s the basi s for the rumor now spreading 
i n Camp I I that bl ocks 215 and 216 had set trao to capture ITat-
suda nd hi s Ki bei gang.) The two pol i cemen then deputi zed the 
young peopl e of 215 who had gathered there i ns meneccing att i tude 
wi th cl ubs a d canes to watch him whi l e they reported the ire id eit 
to the pol i ce dept. Meanwhi l e Ki do, accompanied by Dr . Ki t r , a 
dent i st , was trken in an ambulance to the C mp I hospi tal  where 
they found i nj ur i es on hi s heed, shoul ders, Ivnds and r i bs. He 
remained unconsci ous al l  day Sunday and l onday. Whi l e there Kit-
aroused Head who in turn not i f i ed Ha ŝ, J ames, and a few other 
?dm. of f i c i al s who contacted the FBI agents stat i oned i n the MP 
b r racks j ust outsi de of Camp I I . 

In the meantime Crawford, adm. of Uni t I I , Mi l l er , chi ef 
of i nter al  secur i ty, and Scoot, hi s as i stant , h d̂ been not i f i ed 
and arr i ved at the scene of the crime to i nterrogate the prisons v 
Kikuo Erido of the Soc. 'el  fa re Dept . acted as inte rpreter sin: e 
Matsuda has been i n t hi s country onl y three years eni barel y 
speaks :3ngl i sh. f i r st the pr soner f i rml y adhered to the st ry 
that he was s±3XB the onl y one iwol ved in the i ncident- �tl F t he 
r l one was resp nsi bl e for the attack on Ki do. ŷ t hi s time the 
crowd became untrul y and an angry voi ce accus d: "You'r e l yi ng. 
We saw two or three others running away." Upon thi s wi thout any 
thi rd degree bei ng imposed on him Matsuda confessed th t̂ he V d 
tv.o accompl i ces Tetsuo Inokuchi of bl ock 214 and J ames ''arrka 
of 227. He w s then t k̂en to the pol i ce station for further quest-
i oni ng whi l e the two named were pi cked up i n thei r homes. 

\ /hen Inokuchi ŵ s l ed into th pol i ce st- tion Tatsuda turned 
to him and excl ai med: "There were j ust the two of us, weren't 1cto»? 
there?" Thi s i nfur i  ted Ti l l er v.ho took IVtsudf asi de and ordered 



3. 
hi m t o speak onl y when quest i oned. I nokuchi  r  l at ed one st or y 
af t er  anot her , each cont r  di et i ng t he pr ecedi ng one so t he pol i e 
coul d get  nowher e wi t h hi m. Obser ver s I  t e r  rem r ked t h t  he was 
t he onl y one xksx o f  t he ei ght  who s$g®x was "ot oko r  s h i i " or  
"act ed l i ke a man." Tanaka was next  br ought  i n and mp.de a s l i p 
when he commented t hat  heknew t he f aces of  t he ot her  par t i ci pant s 
but  not  t hei r  names. Fur t her  quest i oni ng r eveal ed t wo mer e accom 
p l i c e s � Kur i mot o of  216 and Ur abe of  220. I t  i s cl ai med tte t  la 
he act ual l y nme6 t hr ee but  s i ne* t he pol i ce st at i on wa i n such 
a bedl am by t hi s t i me t he aut hor i t i es wer e abl e t o c t̂ ch onl y 
two msmes. The po l i ce and young peopl e o f  215 and 216 wer e t l m 
i nst r uct ed t o f et ch t i e m. Ur abe was immedi - fcfel ty pi cked up at  
home but  Kur i mot o coul d not  be l ocat ed unt i l  8s?0 when t hey di s-
cover ed hi m hi di ng i n t he me s h- 11. Ur - be i n t ur n mi ned Toya of  
211 as one of  t he accompl i ces. As soon as Yoya appear ed T- us t e -
t r ayer  t ur ned t o hi m nd whi sper ed i n J apanese: "They know al l  
about  i t  al r eady so you mi ght  j us t  as wel l  spi l l  ever yt hi ng." 

V/hen t he aut hor i t i es st  r t ed t o quest i on Toya he was 
t r embl i ng al l  over  » nd coul d sc r̂ ec l y sneak. When a po l r  eman 
of f er ed hi m a gl ass of  wat er  he gul ped i t  down and when anotre r  
was di f f er ed i t  t oo was has t i l y consumed. The n on h i s p*r t  he 
r equest ed a t hi r d gl ŝ s whi ch appear ed t o cal m hi m som wt r t . te 
not  onl y r eveal ed t he names of  t he remai ni ng-  accompl i ces but  
gave a det ai l ed aocount  of  t he i nc i dent  f r om t he t i me t hey met  n 
Kawahi r a� s apt . t o t he ac t ual  beat i ng. He ev.n went  t o t hee ate i t  
o f  dr awi ng a di agr am t o show t he exac t  pos i t i on of  each oi  t i e 

boys dur i ng t he at t ack . 
Meanwhi l e i n anot her  sect i on of  t he pol i ce st at i on t he 

J udi c i al  Commi si si on of  Un i t . I I  met  i n on emer gency sessi on 
about  4s15 A.M. and br ought  Out  t he ver di c t  t hr t  t he at tacfc 
const i t ut ed a f el ony and t her ef or e o u s i de i t s j ur i sdc i l on. 
I n accor d- nee wi t h T RA ADM. I NST. T0. 34 t he Commi ssi on decl ar ed 
t hat  t he case bei ng a f el ony t he boys coul d not  be t r i ed I n 
Post on but  had t o be t ur ned over  t o t he Yuma Count y of f  i ci  ̂ I s 
f or  t r i al  i n t he Super i or  Cour t  of  t he St at  of  Ar i zona. 

Af t er  s i gned conffe ssi one wer e obt ai ned f r om each ô  t he 
ei ght  "f el l ows i nvol ved i n t he at t ack t hey wer e escor t ed t o t he 
Yuma j a i l  by Ted Ha-  s , pr oj ect  at t or ney, and Tom Maeuda, member  
of  t he Lflcral  Dept . of  Uni t  I . } 



f -

Af t er  i k s t d conf ess i ons wer-  obt ai ned f r om each of  t he 
ei ght  f el l ows i nvol ved i n t he at t - ck(on Sabur o Ki do) t hey wer e 
escor t ed t o t he Yuma j a i l  by Ted Haas, pr oj ect  at t or ney, and 
Tom "asuds, member  of t he Le âl  depar t ment  of  Uni t  I . Accor d-
i ng t o "i ch Kuni t ani , "The F i bei s had t he cr ust  t o ask Haas t o 
def end t hem," I t  i s r umor ed t hat  al l  of  t he boys, wi t h t he ex-
ception oi > or i e ĥo pl eaded no +- gu i Uy , wi l l  not  r ecei ve a f a r -
i ng i n Yuma si nce t hey al l  conf essed t o t he cr i me, k& far as I  
know t hey ar e s t i l l  i n t he Yuma .i ni l  edi t i ng sent  nee. 

Tn a conversati on wi th Ted H- as shortl y after the i nci dent 
he Informed me proudl y th- t Mi l l er had vented -  o put th j  Ki bei 
un r thi rd decree-  but he had persuaded him to use the regular-
pol i ce technique of t el l i ng each person duri ng th i ntervi  w t h t 
the one bef or e him had confeas«»d everythi ng. i n thi s way the> 
had no di f f i cul t y i n obtai ni ng confe ssi ons since al l  of t ê m 
wer e proud of the rol e t'~ey had pl ayed i n the attack on Ki do 
fthora they eon nicer ed s di sturbi ng i nf l uence i n Camp I T. According 
to TTaas al l  of m fi rml y bel i eved that they had beat en Kido 
"for the wel fare o the community" and only when they v.ere in-
formed that a sentence of one to ten yj  ars might be passed upon 
then) did they begi n to l ook at i t from Western t n'der s and 
waver i n thei r convi ct i ons. In conversati on wi th Camp I I frierd s 
t her e i c every i ndi cat i o that the Fi bei were dead c e eai n of 
bei ng T' t ai ndd i n crmp by the r es i dent s as i n the ovember  
str i ke i n Camp I . Thei r idea seems to have been; el l , trey cr nt 
do anything to us.:l  

I t i s report d that when ' ade Herd arr i ved at the pol i ce 
stat i on about three i n the morning he aw a l arge crov around 
wi th cl ubs n̂d canes standi ng in fr >nt of i t and feared a recur-
rence of the November st r i ke. By thi s time at l east twenty I T 'S 
i n beeps had been pl aced on guard in front of the pol i ce stat i on. 
Y.hen Head l earned thst the peopl e there were sympathetic to word 
the adm. and wi shed to preserve lav and order in Camp I I le re-
cal l ed the TP's about 10t30 Sunday morning. 

I t m- y be of i nterest to you that immediatel y after Ki do's 
ttack a gar. rd of eight pol i ceman were thrown around the part-

Kent e of Sim Togaeaki of Camp I I I and Tep Ishimaru of Camp I 
who par t i ci pated v i th Kido i n the J ACL convention at Sal t L he 
Ci ty i n November, 

(TT) 
Rec'd by BITS March4, 1943 



September 14, 1942 

Via J ohn Yariauchi 

I was at a Record ¿arty gi ven by Uay Yoshi da I n Bl ock 227, 
and I t happened around l i t SO (Fr i day Sept , 11, 1942) at 
ni ĥt , somebody knocked at the back ki tchen door» ¿he 
gi r l s were washing th e di shes, for the party was over , 
when a croup of boys asked for Kay Yamauchi . 2he gi r l s 
tol d thera they di dn't know anyone by that name and that 
the onl y one present was J ohn Yamauohi . lk> onos knows me 
by the name of Kay except those fel l ows from say l ocal i t y, 
'ihey tol d the gi r l s that a gi r l  wanted to see me a nd 
woul d be wai t i ng by the l aundry house« I went outsi de to 
the l aundry house where I saw a group of boys� I thought 
at f i r st that they were pl ayi ng a prank on me when they 
suddenl y jumped on me* They pul l ed me out to the f i r e 
break* I di dn't do anything to anyone nor do I have any 
knowl edge of hurt i ng anyone's f eel i ngs, so I di dn't f i #i t 
back at the time» pul l ed me down and started di p-
pi ng my hai r and that was when 1 started to struggl e# I 
coul dn't do anything because they had twi sted my two arms 
and had pi nned me down. 

Yone o Got a and I , the l ol i ce Department and the personnel  
i n thi s Recreat i on Department had been keepi ng our ears 
and eyes open but have yet found no def i ni t e cl ue* 1 
know for a f act , that they must have been guys from my 
regi on because they woul d not have known that my other 
name was Ka y. A guy kept cl ear i ng hi s throat al l  the 
t i me. To thi s day X don't know what the motive was. Some-
body was weari ng a soft fel t hat . I fel t i t when they 
bl i nd fol ded me. ¿he onl y time I heard a voi ce, was when 
they tol d me to "keep qui et % 



Sept «rubor 14, 1942 

Vi a Sabur o Kl do 

2he attack occured on Sunday ni ght September 15, between 
the hours of 11 and 11:50. I was coming home from Mr . 
Harry Yamamoto's resi dence, whi ch i s i n Bl ock 215- 4- C, to 
my pl ace i n the seme bl ock» My wi fe a nd I went to 
vi si t the tamamoto's around 10 or l i t t l e after 10» I t 
was around 11 o'cl ock that we deci ded to return home. My 
wi fe l ef t f i r st . I read a newspaper end then fol l owed a 
l i t t l e l at er . I dropped i n at the mens l atreon for about 
ten mi nutes. Shen i n front of Dr . Ki t e's pl ace I stopped 
for the front was qui te muddy. I stepped back and Jumped 
to a dry spot on the el evated bank. Al l  of a sudden I 
heard 4 or 5 guys running toward me. I thought at f i r st 
that they were runni ng home. They jumped on me and a 
handkerchi ef was put i nto my mouth, i hen they tol d me to 
keep qui et . I struggl ed to take the gag from my mouth 
but was unsuccessful  at the t i me. I n a l i t t l e whi l e I 
was abl e to force the gag from my mouth and yel l ed l us-
t i l y for hel p. Of course at that time of the ni ght there 
was no hel p for th coming. 3 or 4 guys then started to 
man away. I ke guy who hel d me from behi nd three me down 
a nd ki cked me i n the head r i ght behi nd my r i ght ear . I 
got up and cha sed him but he ran i nto the deserted 210 
bl ock. Si nce i t was so dark, I gave up the chase. 
pol i ce force l ater came down to hel p me search but coul dn't 
f i nd anythi ng. She Chi ef of Pol i ce and a few of us went 
back to check on my home. Vi ol et I shl i , who i s l &r $m î t h 
my fami l y, stated that at 10i l 5 someone knocked at 
door and stated that they wanted to see me. She tol d them 
that I wasn't home, but that I was over at Mr. Itamaitioto's 
pl ace. When aski ng for me they stated that 24r. Curt i s 
wanted to see me. 

I erhaps from thi s they were abl e to trace me to where I 
was vi si t i ng. 



DATK! Sept ember  18, 1942 
TXH&i  4:50 P .M. 
i rLACEi  Cl i n i c , Fost on I I  
SUBJ ECT! Beat i ng of  Mr . 'Teramura of  Bl ock 216. A bachel or  and 

a cook i n Ki t chen 210* 
VI As Dr . I nouy© 

Dr . I nouyes He has a cut  under  hi s l ef t  eye about  one i nch l ong 
and about  hal f  i nch deep, done by a bl unt  i nst r ument  
and not  wi t h a kni f e or  anyt hi ng shar p. Four  st i ches 
wer e r equi r ed. I  am at  pr esent  wai t i ng f or  an X- r ay 
r epor t  f r om Gener al  Hospi t al  of  Bost on I , f or  poss i bl e 
f r ac t ur es . As f ar  as I  can det er mi ne, i t  i s mor e l ess 
a concusi on of  a l ef t  eye, cheek and l i ps . He al so 
has a l ump behi nd hi s l ef t  ear . frhe l ef t  s i de of  hi s 
f ace i s al l  swol l en-  c an f t  even open hi s eye. I t  
was some shock f or  t he bl ood pr essur e was up" t o 80. 
He t ol d me t hat  hi s mi nd was c l ear  and t hat  ever yt hi ng 
happened as i f  i n a dr eam. He sai d he d i d n U even 
have t i me t o scr eam. He i s at  pr esent  i nt er ned i n 
War d 5, near  t he ent r ance on t he l ef t  hand s i de. 

Hi s r oommates t hought  t hat  a box had f al l en f r om t he 
c ei l i ng. Thi s case i s more l ess a case of  shook. 
Ment al l y he i s qui t e al l  r i ght  but  was qui t e di zzy 
r i ght  af t er  t he beat i ng. He i s not  i n a c r i t i cal  con-
di t i on, but  i t  was qui t e a shock* He i s under  mor-
phi ne r i ght  now. Hi s r ecover y wi l l  t ake about  two 
weeks. 

I t  happened a l i t t l e bef or e 2?00 A.M. - about  a quar -
t er  t o 2. Hi s room was occupi ed by two or  t hr ee ot her  
per sons. 

He was beat en t hr ee t i mes* On t he l ast  one he used 
hi s hands f or  pr ot ect i on. He has a l i t t l e i nj ur y on 
hi s l ef t  hand. He has a har d t i me swol l owi ng hi s 
f ood because of  hi s i nj ur ed l i ps . He has no t eet h 
br oken and no I nj ur i es . He wi l l  r ecover  but  wi l l  
t ake t i me. 

(Hi t 6 Yamada and Taddy Sai k i  wer e t he guar ds on dut y near  t he 
wood pi l es l ocat ed i n t he f i r e br eak t o t he sout h of  Bl ock 216. 
They wer e t he f i r s t  ones to r ush over  t o t he scene of  beat i ng.) 



9- 2 

PEAXI 'IG OF SE1TEM3SR 16, V &2 

\ i a J .S.i  

"I was real l y burned up when I heard that I was accused of the 

beating which oocured on September l 6# from C.Y. This afternoon 

X went to see f r . Crawford about i t . After tal king about thi s mat» 

ter for a certai n l ength of time* 'V. Crawford di dn't ooiae out di r » 

eotl y v.dth I t but he hinted around that Dr . Ki ta tol d him that we 

were the ones who v.- ere responsi bl e for the boat i ng. He tol d me 

that he wants us to ,50 out and f i nd out wi o were behind the beat-

ing i n order to cl ear our ar::es.t? 

Vi a C.Y.i  

"Today Mr. Crawford tol d me that the three of ue# J . S.# J . T. 

and mysel f were acoused of the beati ng which occurcd on September 

16# He said that we were seen in the vi oi ni t y of Bl ook 215 around 

l l iOO P.M. at whioh time the beating i s said to have occi red. Ee 

tol d me that i t was necessary thatwe cl ear our name and expose 

the real  cul pr i t s," 



BEAIIHQ OF SEPTEMBER 16 

Vi a J .S.I 

"Yesterday afternoon Mr . Crawford plowed m© up when I was walk-

ing toward the Administration Bui l di ng and tol d me that he sor-

ry he thought I was a l i ar ." 

(Thi s statement i s i n reference to the beating of September 16 and 

the l i t t l e tal k which thi s person had wi th Mr. Crawford on September 

2h.) (KE) 



9~284j2 

NISEI I7ÏFCRMER 

via B.K.f  

�I ma i nterested i n these beat i ng eases so I asked T.Ï . i f 

he coul d get me a j ob as a speci al  i nvest i gator for VT» J ames. I 

know that Tom has a sl i p author i zi ng him to act i n the capaci ty of 

a speci al  i nvest i gator signed by Mr . Crawford because he showed i t 

to me* 

Tom and i  vi si ted Mr . Teramura at the hospi tal  i n Camp I to 

get a confessi on from him but f ai l ed. I acted as a J apanese inter-

prêter . I am wondering now i f  I had made my questi ons cl ear . Tom 

i s becoming di sgusted wi th the case because he cannot get any i nfor-

mat i on. ?.obl  al so tol d me that Mr . J ames i s qui te fed up wi th i t 

and i s thi nki ng of having the F .B. I , sent i n here to i nvest i gate 

the case thoroughl y." 



9-2F-U2 

C ,Y. CONVERSAT ION WITB SABURO KIDO 

Vi a C.Y.t 

"Yesterday I met Saburo Kido and asked him why he had accused 

me as being one of the f el lov/s who was i n on the beating« I tol d 

him that I di dn't even know him and that the onl y time I ever saw 

him was when he f i r st entered camp and I was there to hel p him un-

load hi s baggage. H© said that I was accused because I was i n the 

vi ci ni ty of Bl ock 216 when the beating had occurrod. He tol d me 

that my name was now dear * I al so tol d him that any person vho 

tr i es to prosecute or charge me wi th something that I di dn't do 

had better l ook out . Saburo Kido assured me that he would ol ar i » 

fy my name." 

NISEI INFORMER 

Vi a C.Y. t 

"I heard that a fel l ow from 227$ working in the *Vess Bul l et i n 

Of f i ce, approached by Mr . J ames to act as a speci al  i nvestigator 

i n these beati ng cases bujt had refused. I heard from him that T.T. 

now has the j ob and i s working for Mr . J ames and Mr . Crawford. I 

don't know how true i t i s but he is j ast the type of person to act 

as a stool  pi geon." 



o \  V 

Dec. 16, 1942 

Dear f r i end, 

I - ' 

I wi l l  try to tel l  you about the l i t t l e mix up we lied here. Wel l  abtut a 
month ana a hal f ago, a fel l ow named Mr. Uneno started to wonder .¡by we di dn't 
get e ôu ĥ sugar. The Manzanar Free Press once stated tfeat we were to get 
per person. Wei l  the ki tchens were asking us to not use so much su¿,ar i n our 
cof fee. And tney were ki cking about not getting enough sugar. Wei l  he checked 
up ana found that the ki tchens were - ot getting what they were supposed to. 

�So he went to Mr . Cambel l  (who I hear  h, te, the J apanese popul ation) and asked 
why thft ki tchens wer e not getting thei r share of the sugar. He coul an«t say 
that ¿agar wasn't coming i n because t he unl oading was done by J apanese and he 
knew exactl y how much was codi ng i n. So he stated t hat  t he hospi tal  was 
getti ng i t .' So he came ov r̂  her e to t he hospi tal  end checkea. Y?eix uniortun-
atñl y for hi m, t he hospi t al  had a record of every pound that came into the 
hospi tal  and exactl y .»here ever y ounce went . So he went  back to ;i r. Campbel l  
and t oi d him so. So thi s time he says t hat  i t i s Loi ng t o t he "Sho- u sauce 
department «her e they make t he ¿auce. Wei l  pr evi ousl y a st at ement  caste out 
i n the Free Press that- , t hat  dept wouxd get a speci al  sugar r at i oni ng cara,  
so j ust t o be sure, tn_s f el l ow went  over  t her e ana checked. Wel l  i t  as 

getti ng sort of  hot  f or  a certain fel l ow now. "̂el l  there were many other minor 
thi ngs i n t f i v ai r  whi ch the J apanese popul ation oi dn»t l i ke. The amor 
popul ation her e «*as making a sucker out of us and al so making heaps of mon.y. 
Ana i t &eem d̂ l i k e ever y one her e knew i t . WeLi. ©bout t hr ee weeks go the 
J  ACL naa a emergency meeting and ai l  of t ne bi g shot s from Frisco (VsftA 
OFFICIALS) &nd two representati ves from each WRA center went to attend i n 
Sal t Lake Ci ty Utah. We- uL one of our representatives, Fred T ay ama statea 
something to t hi s ef fect . "Change t he cl assi f i cat i on of t ne Ni sei  f rom 7 

5- C to 1- A» because t hey are not  al i ens et c." "Well  i t seemed l i ke the 
J apanese popul ation ai un't l i ke th*t  statement or sometainb or otn r̂ that nc 
ttatKU at t he convention. So one aay (Saturday I bel i eve) a group of six 

fel l ows seamed to have folxov.ee hi m. . As he says i t He wee pl aying caras 
i n the afternoon, and «aen i t was time to eat di nner, they Uroke i t up and ent 
to eat ana aecided to continue i t after di nner . Wel l  t hey ate at di f ferent 
ki tenens I guess, ax¿d so he was wai ti ng for the other fel l ows to come back. 
I think that there was ashou that ni ght at some ki tchen, so there were not 
very many peopl e about. Wel l  he got ti red waiting so he went to take a shower. 
On coming out he noti ced someone fol l ow him out. He went back to the house. 
He was alone with hi 3 ki d, hi s xi fe wae taking a shower. As a rul e he never 
goes out i ae at ni ght t i me without someone with hi m. But tonight he went 
al one. Ht must hav  ̂ taken a hot shower because he stated that he tuok off hi s 
robe wren t her e was a knock on t he door . Thinking i t was a fr i end, he sai d 
come i n. Wel l  si x fexiows came i n with masks over thei r face. They ai l  had 
st i cks. Tney quickl y surrounded him anu starteu to try ana beat him up. He 
si- w t hi s t nu ¿.rabed an i r on cna.r  ana st r uck one fel l ow with i t . Then he 
grabed one fei l ow ana tr i ed to r̂ab off hi s mask but they were on fai r l y t i ght . 
He fai l ed i n taking i t f f but he di a grab the fel l ow, but the f i ve other 
fel l ows struct him and grabed hi s arms off ana f i nel y he had to protect him-

sel 1 and l et  bo of the fei l o v. In the ahort f i ght , one of the fel l ows hi t him 
over the head end he had a cut on the back of ni s head about an inch and a hal l  
l ong. WedJ . the fel l ows ran off into a cou î c of di rect i ons ¿jaa a ft- , of hi  a 
f r i ends who neara the shouts etc. sa.v the fel l ows and tr i ed to fol l ow them but 
i t was f r ui t l ess. About this t i me, two gi r l s (al l  of thi s fighting happened 



(kanzanar) 

about fu) who attended. & xi t t l e gut together at the hospi tsx I 'l a&l l y 
persuaded me i n taking them home. (I was working on the swing shi ft from 
l our t i l l  mionight) I started down tht street and hal f way to Mr , T âma* s 
house a f eu.,* I knew hai l ed me and al l  exci ted tol d me to go to Tayama* s 
house b- ecause he ras j ust beat up. Wel l  I kr.oew where he l i vedbecause j ust 
a wbijLe back ni s motner or mother i n l aw .ilea and I had tu handl e th? dead 
body and ta*e back her personal  belongii igs etc, Wei l  I threw i t (the c=:r) 
i nto second and dug out, that i s as best the beat up ambui;- nce coul d go, and 
at xhat time I was going on a down grade* I got to hi s house and crove i n 
fcetf.'een the barracks and pi cked him up. He was si tting on the bed with a towel  
on hxs bj- eeoiiiji  he* - , He threw a blanicet evar hi s body (He now had on pants 
and sl i ppers) and casi e i nto the ambulance. Hi s l i t t l e daughter who i s about 
ten or so saw everything end was cryir»g miei. I ctjcq i n. As I went i n I ki cked 
asi de a sti ck so that he woul dn't tumble over i t . I 1 ter found cut that 
i t was the itick fchich opened Up £i s head. Wel l  i n the hospi tal  I took him to 
Elinor Surgery ana cal l M a doctor #10 was on cal l . He started to bnndage i t 
up. I n the meanwhile the pol i ce were not i f i ed etc. Mr . Cambel l  was m&d as 
hel l  - ¡h'?n he heard about i t ana stated th t i f he found out ¿ho the fel l ows 
were, he was going to ship tht fel l oes out to Lone Pines or I ndepu ênce. Wel l  
he - ot gbout three sti ches i n hi s head, ana at thi s time, «hen I wanted to 
hear everything a crai c m̂e i n for en 0»B. (pregnent women,abwit to have a 
baby) So I ru*1 the hel l  out of the ambulance to .̂et th.>re and back so that 
I coma {¿et. alJ-  the dope about the f i ght . Wel l  I f i nal l y came back ano the 
only way I ¿ot into tne room was by tej.jJ .n4, thex-  I wae the ambulance driver 
and I need some do >e for our f i l es. I l i sten to what he said etc. He stated 
that he di dn't get* to teer the mas-*-  off of tne fel l ows but he was sure that he 
recogni zee one of the p:dr s of eyes, and he said that he was sure i t was a 
certai n Uyeno, but not posi t i ve of i t . The l ocal  pol i ce heara thi s and phone 
up trie pol i ce station and tol d Mr . Cambel l  who was ther, and he ordered that 
thi s person be picked up. He was. Late hi s wi fe came and th y started to 
tal k agai n, fhen hi s wi fe stated that don't mention i- jsy names unl ess he i s 
sure of them* But i t was too l at e. Mr . Cambel l  gave hi s orders because (as 
tiie ci t i zens i n Mane .mar say) thi s war. a&ood chance for him to put thi s Uyeno 
out of nere, because he vas getting in hi s hai r about the sugar. ViIell  that 
ni ght he was shiped out . Ifr. Taverna di dn't know i f fee should stay i n the 
hospi tal  or not . But f i nal l y hi s wi fe convinced him, *dth the statement that 
»'the fel l ows Might fel l  sat i sf i ed i f he had to etay i n the hospi tal  for a 
whi l e." Wexl  he f i nal l y decided to tit ay, then he askeo about i f he wouxd get 
a pr i vate room or not,. *?e tol d him that there was a pri vate room i n '̂ard 
the pedi atr i c ward, Wel l  he kept tal king atout him not wanting to get into 
a big ward with out pri vatcy because some of the fel l ows in the ward woul dn't 
l i ke hi m. Canf t t  tel iwhat wi l l  happen to him i n the dark with a room ful l  of 
men. êl l  f i nal l y I pushed him up to the room and we hospi tal i zed hi m. Later 
ì ì r. Cambeil  and Meri tt came to the hospi tal  find greeted Mr . Taynma's 
brother ho i s the head of ki tchen 24, and ki tchen 34 gets th best food in 
camp, and they always have di fferent kinds of pastery and the best meat, find 
on top of that , al l  of the truck drivers pl us thei r drew pl us the hospi tal  
staff which al l  together consi st of about î  ̂ peopl e feet into the ki tchen 
earl y from the back way. Fel l  fcl fe block ci t i zens complained but the ki tchen 
crew statea tn<.t thei r meal  were better than most al l  of the bl ocks in camp. 
And that was true. Th y were feeding a l ot of fel l ows and st i l l  feeding the 
bl ock resi dents, and feeding them good, ^eH i t was funi r̂ now Mr, Cambel l  
greeted Tayama» s brother and introduced al l  of the Tayama dan to Mr . ker i t t 
wfco i s the project di rector . T h g y wf ì nt u p  ̂ qUest i on Mr. Tayama said as 

) 
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they came back th&y asked mc e.xactxy whet  t i me di d I pi ck aim up. - veil  after 

think and goi ng ar.unci  when I l ef t a cer t ?i n ar d I t ol d him I pi cked hi m 

up at  about T&i ch i s pr et t y exact t o t he mi nute. Wel l  most of the crowd 

went hom ;. "7ei i  next day , t he f el l ows i n bl ock 22 had a meet i ng i n t he 

af t er noon out side wi t h a i oua speaker  and a l l . Thi s fel l ow Uyeno I thirik 

worKea i n ki tchen 22m they haa speeches too, and deci ded that they 

wouxd have another me t̂ i n  ̂ at  ni k5nt. '.7eix at  ni ĥt t hey goi nt t o naVt  

a meeting, i nsi de the x±tcnen, bAt i t  was too crowed so they deci ded to have 

i t out s i ue. But  bef or e t hey aecictea to t hey di dn't alow any women i n the 

k i t c hen, T\ el i  t hey nau t he meet i ng aUiut 6 pc and abeut 7j.5G a mob st ar t ed 

to come t o t he hospi tal  to êt  Mr « Tayi j aa out ana make him si gn a paper stating 

that i t wasn't Uyeno who he stated was one of  t he f el l ows that beat him up. 

Wel l  the Li i i i tary pol i ce took him cut before that . And another group - ?ent to 

the pol i ce s t at i on. In the after noon, the mob deci ded to a3k I  er i t t  t o 

br i ng Uyeno back i nto the cent er  and t hey would be sat i sf i ed. But they di un 't 

keep thei r sJ kj gy word. And the; decided thi t they r oul ct o't  go i nto the 

hospi tal  but wouxd stay out si de and see that he di dn't l eave the hospi tal  but 

he had al ready l ef t about jji  hal f hour ago. "Tel l  on tne contrary the mob came 

i n and ~- ;ent t hr ough the »hol e hospi t al , i nc l udi ng - omen, men, pedreatr l c, T . B . , 

and CD wards. But they ooul on't  f i nd idm so they st ar t ed t o t i ke i t out of 

tail 's. Uyemura, Paul 's wi fe, one of the fel l ows wno used to ot i c* around with 

Toe. Wel l  tney threaten her and cusea her out et c, unt i l  she was so scar ed 

she ai dn't know what to cic. Wel l  th r̂e was her , the pharmaci st, and two Led. 

Cl i ni c gi r l s cad I , The cl i ni c gi r l s went x.ome ken they heard th-  mob, and 

she r ske me to take over for a ?i i i l e but I di dn't want to,because X new that 

the> would beat up a Bal 'e i f he was i n the i nformation desk but they woul dn't 

most l i kel y beat up a woman. Wel l  thi s kept on for a ?4ii le and I knew that 



these fcdio..is that oi oc't l i st en ¿0 the comcien ci t i zens tal k mu hear thei r 

opei on, Wei l  af ter t ne mob 1 f t  t he Lwspi t aL t hey weiit ¡>c Mr.» SLocuei»s house 

anu t or e t he pl ace a âr t  auc er e gci *;g t o bur n i t  except  f or  t he l et i y next  

doer -  t t ua tL- ia i t  «as ok«y t o bur n t hat  apt  down but  ho* about  t he ¿est  of 

t he bar r ack . So t hey fina- - iy dec i ded not  t o bur n i t  dean, They al so t or e 

up t he huUi e of  t he Tsy&J Ba,s and a f ew ot her s. They t or e t han up so badl y 

t hat  t i .ey cou- .ua« t  use a t hi ug af t er  t he ôb got  t hr ough M&th i t . Cut  t he r ugs, 

br oke t he r adi os t abl es , t or e and r i p al l  of  t hei r  cl ot h:. 8, et c . ê i l  vhey 

wer e af t er  a cer t ai n J ohn Sonoi a wno used t o be head of  t he per sor . - .1 and t hey 

cl ai med t hat  he gave ai l  of  t he good j obs t o al l  of  h i s f r i ends and *vas ver y 

sassy >vith ai x of  t he c i t i zens because he t hought  t hat  he hel d such a hi gh 

pos i t i ons . Wei l  t her e was a show i n ki te;t en 7 that ni ght , an>u he l i ved i n 

bl ock t  o and t i*wy r an af t er  hi m an. he r an i nt o the shor? whi ch ai  .n' t  st ar t  

** 

yet . They got hiis and beat hi m up. The ozuy ser i ous - eternal  i nj ury thrt he 

got was a cut on the head si mi l ar to t he o- - e Fr ee. Tayama got . But t he uiob 

ki cked him so much that he was v*cy ser i ousl y beat  up i nt er ne!!;-  . Wei l  about 

that t- oue we got  a phone cal l  s t at i n  ̂ t hat  some on-  was hur t  i n the mess hel l  

so I rushed over ana saw a Efeb l̂mt went  through i t and pi cked hi  ̂ up. He was 

l ayi ng on t he f l oor wi th hi s F j acket over hi s head, and pl aying uneoci ence, 

Bl i ou was t r i ki i ne from the col l ar ot  hi s P j aceket wnich was over hi s neaa, 

I put him on a streach<- - r una put hi a i n the ambulance and t ook him te t he 

hospi t al » But  I was r eal l y scared beesase some of  t he a»ob mu t al k i ng and 

I  dicta* t  uUQx I f  t hey were refer i ng aL-  of  those cements to me or  not . But 

ever yt ni n6 ,- as done bef or e a minute was over  end I  put  hi m ti iner sur ger y'» 

They patched up the cut ana hospi tal i sed hi m. He was hal f out , kept  on uumfclin g 

i f i t  was bad. He coul d haral y l i f t up h i s l egs because he ms so badl y beaten 

up, Wei l  guess who was there t aki ng ca e of hmwhile he was wai t i ng for the 
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ambul ance. Leon ki yazaki , Wel l  i t then became dul l  f or  a Al l e then soon 

another cal l  came i n. Same pl ace* Wei l  I went t her e agai n, and thi s time i t 

was a man ho got i n the crowd or something, but  a n y h o w he thought that hi s 

l eg was broken. I never did f i nd out *ho he was or i f  i t was broken or not . 

There were two of them there but sil ice I had but one strecher I t oxd him that 

I would come right back ©d back I went but so;»e one el se took him into the 

hospi tal . Then there were cai l  from the Ad., pol i ce stat- on, and motor pool  

that there was someone hurt here or there. I drove l i ke hel l  arid picked 

up shot fchtients from the vi ci ni ty of the pol i ce stat i on. I t so happened that 

the mob was getting i n cl oser ana cl oser and making statements about the 

mi l i tary pol i ce. And one of the MB*s I guess coul dn't stand i t  so they f i nal l y 

threw a few tear &as bombs into the crowd and the crowd ran back and went 

r i ght i nto the gas, f i nal l y they nnning back» But at the same time they 

opened f i r e with a automatic r i f l e or a sub machine gun and shot gun. Every 

one of tin-  11 fel l ows that got shot were shot i n the back. The bul l et entered 

jQfOO the back. Wel l  I was racing back and forth with the fembulance bring i n 

pat i ents. Wel l  I pi cked up pat i ents from the pol i ce stat i on, bl ock one, bl ock 

seven and about three other bl ocks. We had them al l  over the fl oor by surgery. 

Another ambulance was al so hel ping me. And one of tue order l i es that went with 

him pi cked up a dead guy but. he di dn't know i t and since there wasn't any more 

room he carried him, dead,' al l  the way up to the hospi tal . Wel l  vii  en I 
# 

came for another strecher, I was going around lookiiig for a pati ent who di dn't 

need one and I happened to pi ck up the cl oth over hi s head when the Doc came 

by and said that he was gone, welj. I needed a strecher so I took the booy to 
� 

one or the empty wards and took the strecher and went out agai n. Wel l  after i t 

was al l  over, one was i n the morg with a bul l et right through hi s heart , and 

ten shot somewhere or other . Three cr i t i cal i . They operated that night one two 

of them, on one of them, they took about a foot and a hal f of gut out which 



was aJ u shot up, the rest of hi s ¿ut , they sewed up. Tfcis other one thco-

operated oil  di ea, ana three of the fel l ows were di scharged from the hospi tal  

toaay* Wel l  af ter al l  of the shooting was over , the fel l ows threw rocks at the 

MB* And they di a not throught them before they shut, they threw the rocks 

after they had shot . Thi s i s def i ni t e. Wel l  after the f i r st mob went away 

f r om the tospital , the MP»s went away but after I brought i n J ohn Sonoda, they 

case back and ever si nce then they have had four MP's posted at the hospi tal , 

even now. Wel l  that ni ght was a mad rush, al l  of the workers from the two 

bl ocks next to the hospi tal  who were of f , came and hel ped, pl us ci t i zens. 

There were more than enough workers. Then carr i ed i n the i nj ur ed, went around 

carr i ug them up to the ward and brough i n oxygen tanks from the wear house, 

and otner suppl i es, the attendants and order l i es went to al l  of the other 

war as and got bl ankets and sheets and £xed up the unused ward wi th beds, 

mattress, and f i xed i t up for the pat i ent s. Wel l  &U i n axl , I went home about 

5 am and they di dn't f i ni sh operating yet . ¡̂t thi s time one of the fel l ows who 

were hel pi ng i n the hospi tal  found out that i t was hi s brotner who was i n the 

morg, he i dent i f i ed him by hi s waxl et which we took. We l i st ed the i nj ured and 

the popul at i on came i n one after another l ooki ng at the l i st and then copying 

i t down. Wel l  fcy that time al l  of the exci tement had di ed down and w were 

si t t i ng i n tiie hal l  tal ki ng to the MP«8. Most of the or i gi nal  MP here are on MP 

because of A flOL. So they di dn't stand at attent i on or anythi ng. In fact they 

sat down and put thei r guns agai nst the wal l  and slung the bul l  with us. 

Attendants came with sandwiches and coffee and we j ust ta- J ced. 

Wel l  by thi s time al l  of the guys that they had named were i n the MP garr i sons 

about a f i f t y of a mi l e from the camp. On the l i st was i ncl uded Mr . Cambl l . 

I thin*, that he was al so i n the gar r i sons. The main ones are now i n some CCG 

camp i n Death Val l ey wai t i ng to be rel ocated, I t hi nk. Al l  that night and next 
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day, and i n f ac t  f or  t he next  week, t he FBI and mi l i t ar y pol i ce wer e pi cki ng 

up suspect s and shi ppi ng them out  to Lone Pi ne or  I ndependence, (t hey ar e 

t wo saiai- L c i t i es near  ŝnzanar ) (Wel l  si nce t hey don't  gi ve us a second hel p-

i ng I 'm hungr y so I 'm goi ng t o t he hospi t al  and eat  wi th t he gr aveyar d gi r l s 

who go on pr et t y soon.) 

Dec. 21, 19*2 

Wel l  coming back t o t he st or y. Monday, t oday, ever y one was supposed t o go 

back t o ssork. But  t hey onl y worked hal f  day. The f ur nei  was hel d f or  t he 

two f el l wws who di ed of  bul l et s two weeks ago. They coul dn't  hol d i t  wi t hi n 

camp because t her e wasn't  ar ypl ace v&er e such a f ci g gr oup coul d gat her  and 

si nce Lone Pi ne or  I naependance di dn't  car e t o havet he J apanese popul at i on 

i n t hei r  c i t y , (t own) t he peopl e had t o go out  to i he woods ana have i t . They 

t ook about  t en t r ucks wi t h t he f ami l i es ana t hr ee r ep. f rom each bl ock. Wel l  

because t he J apanese popul at i on di dn't  car e t o go t o wor k, t he cuacasi ans 

f i r ed al l  of  t he Ad. wor ker s, poet  o f f i ce wor ker s ana ai l i ver i es and t r uck 

swampers f or  t he war ef t ouse. The hospi t al  and seven ot her  sub st at i ons wher e 

we usea t o di l i ver  our  mai l  i s now out . We have t o wal k a mi l e t o mai l  and 

get  our  mai l . The same i s wi t h pakages. Wel l  l as t  Sat . *phen t hey announced 

wor ker s t o go back t o »r k , t hey al so t ol d us t hat  Mr . Nash and Mr . Camjpel l  

wer e pendi ng sent ence (f or  gr af t ) . 

Wel l  I  t hi nk t hat  t her e wi l l  not  be a pol i ce f or ce, t hat  i s one composed of  

J apanese f el l oes . They ay t hat  t her e wi l l  be af or ce composed of  cu&casi &n 

popul at i on. Wel l  we coul d now phone or  send tel egr t jms out . I  don't  know i f  

t hi s l et t er  wi l l  be censor ed or  not . I  doubt  i t . I  al so hear  t hat  Mr . Templ e 

i s f i r ed, because he was t oo good ana f r i endl y wi t h t he J apanese Popul at i on. 

He r eal l y i sa ni ce f el l ow from al l  I  hear  about  hi m. He speaks good about  t he 

J apanese popl at i on and t el l s us t hat  we ehouxd get  t he t el l  out  of  her e bef or e 



t hi s becomes a r a i  concent  r at i  on ca»p wi t h more iuP*s guar di ng us and we wi l l  

r eal l y get  a hel l  of  a deal  l at er , mai nxy because of  t hi s i nc i dent , Ch yes , 

t her e was an edi t or i al  i n the, Ti mes about  t he ni ce good f ood we get  her e» As 

I  st ar t ea t o wr i t e t hi s .Let t er , about  gr af t  et c . t hat  i s where al l  our  good 

f ood went  t o . I t  may have coue i nt o camp but  t he J apanese popul at i on di d not  

consume i t . I t  ei t her  went  out  or  t he cuacasi ons at e i t » I  know one J apanese 

gi r l  t hat  works i n tfce cuacasi on ki t chen and she t el l  me t hat  t hey eat  gr avy, 

wi t h an addi t i onal  gr aph, t hey &1I  cr eam. Wel l  at  pr esent , t hey have about  

t went y guys or  so i n t he can, f or  quest i oni ng. One of  t he dumb mut s t r i ed t o 

comni i te sui c i de, but  he i s a physco case so I  guess I  can't  bl ame hi m. Our  

cant eens opened yest er day but  as usual  t hey don't  have much» I  al so t hi nk t hat  

someone i s goi ng t o m&ke a hel l  of  a l ot  t hr  gr aph i n our  Go- op» 

Wel l  t her e i s n ' t  much wor e to wr i t e about » I  don I t  know how our  Ad» wi l l  r un 

next  week» At  pr esent , t he t eacher s ar e t he sec» and st enos, But  si nce school  

st ar t s agai n next  week, t hey wi l l  have t o t each agai n. But  f or  t he l as t  two 

weeks t he cuacasi ons r eal i y wor ked l i ke hel l » They had t o do j ust  about  

ever yt i i i n »̂ Bef or e t hey or der ed t he J apanese wor ker s ar ound and sat  on t hei r  

but  and cr eamed l ef t  and r i ght  wi t h i ôney. Wel l  t hey had a meet i ng, t hi s 

morni ng f or  t he wor ker s t hat  l os t  t hei r  j obs f or  not  r epor t i ng t o work» Wel l  

t he Pr oj ect  di r ect or  spoke t o al l  of  them and di smi ssedt ne meet i ng, t hen some 

dumb J ap st ands up and says not  to go out  and t hey cont i nue th meet i ng af t er  

Mr » Mer r l t  l eaves» 

Oh yes , I  encl ose t he paper  t hat  he di st r i but ed al l  over  Manzanar » I t  i s 

t yped exact l y l i k e i t  was pr i nt ed» At  pr esent , we have no k P 's at  t he hospi t al  

or  at  al l  of  t he ot her  post  except  at  t he PBX phone exchange and at  t he ei ght  

t ower s ar ound t he camp. Ther e ar e about  f our  car s , two peeps and two j eeps wi t  h 

f our  &en i n t hem, t hey have a r adi o of  some k i nd wi t h one man mani ng a sub 

machi ne gun, one wi t h ans shot  gun and one wi t h ear  phones on h i s head and 
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one dr i vi ng, the cars have a antenna about f i f t een feet i n the ai r , I don»t 

know i f tb y are tryii jg to reci eve short wave or trying to spot where they 

are sending i t from but thi s i s going on ai l  day* But al l  of the MP's are 

st i l l  her e. They 

are ROi' l i vi i ig i n thei r bar r acks and i n t he crjuoufieg<�� net 

proj ect si t e. They seeded to have come froiii  Reno, Mohave deser t , and from 

Boul der Dam, They have one armored car , wi th al l  of i t s machine guns sti cking 

out» Wei- i. I  cantt say much more but I 'm sure t hat  there i s more to come, The 

camp i s not back to noraal  yet , Far from i t . I t  seems hat we coul d feel  

something i n t he ai r . 

Wel l  i f there i s anything I l ef t out or something you want to know, j ust wri te 

and ask. Ti l l  I hear from you agai n, 
% 

PS, Sorry that I had to make carbwi copies but I know that everyone wtiits to 

know - iiat i t i s al l  abeut so tei _i ng the honest truth to everyone. Oh yes, 

at f i r st Lr , ker r l t sai d that t ni s was to cel ebrate Dec, the 7t h, I t i s al l  a 

l i e. I t had nothing to ao *i t h i t . He was tryi ng to cover up to the publ i c so 

that the bad impressen woul dn't f al l  on hi m. He was al so trying to cover up 

some of hi s fel l ow workers, 

fcay I vdsh you a MERRY XMAS AKD A HAPPY NEW YEAR, Love, 

Ti l l  the r i si ng sun si nks. 



Sunday, Dec. 15, 1942 

TO THE PEOPLE OF 1IAN5ANAR 

I t i s my desi re that you know the facts concerning l ast Sunday's events. 

Hhen I met witn t he committee l ed fcy Mr . J ê Kurihara shortl y afternoon, I 

agreed to bring Harry Ueno back from Independence to the kanzanar j ai l  

where l ie would await t r i al . The committee p r o m i s e d t hat  the fol l owing cor>-

di t i ons would be observedtq 

1. The com. i t tee guaranteed there would be no more mobs or mass meetings. 

2. The co wi ttee guaranteed there ;?ould be no attempt l ater to free Mr. Ueno 

from the kanzanar j ai l . 

5. The committee guaranteed that there would be no attempted meetings of any 

sort unt i l  the Center had gone back to normal  condi ti ons. 

4. The committee agreed to hel p maintain l aw and order «i thi n the center, and 

i n l i ne with t&i s *oi u.d work wi t h t he pol i ce to del iver t he men iako beat 

Tayema. 

THl- .fi? U T̂ T T Oi  ̂ WRF fl frHFO TO RY THE m.i .TTTFl?; 

T *M>T ivV W(WD ¿NT) BROUGHT UFNO BACK THAT AFTERNOON 

THE COtui i l TTEE VI OLATED I TS TOD BY CALLING THE MASS MEETING AT 6:QQ 0»CL* CK TO 

URGE OWE GROUP TO GO TO THE HOSPI TAL AND THE OTHER GROUP TO BREAK I NTO THE J AI L . 

Law ana order must be preserved i n any comnAirdty at any cost . I f i t cannot be 

preserved tnrough the pol i ce i t must be preserved through the mi l i tary. 

When those wno said that they represented the peopl e of Kanzanar, broke thei r 
word ana resorted to mob vi ol ence, there w?.s but one trdng to do, and that was 
to turn over al l  authori ty to the mi l i tary. I di d thi s as a l ast resort to 
protect l i f e and property from tne rul e of mobs. 

There i s no martial  l aw. 

The mi l i tary are remaining witn us as pol i ce to maintain l aw and order . 

Since thi s i s a true statement of the facts I have ndthing further to say unt i l  
the peopl e of kanzanar choose to speak through responsibl e representat i ves. 

(Si gn) Ral ph P . Ler r i t t  

Ral ph P . Mer r i t t  

Di r ect or  


