
Sept .  kZ - -  Wednesday 

Anot her day.  The mor ni ng ar e so col d i hat i t  f eel s good.  

Went to anot her sad br eakf ast .  At ever y meal  i t  seems l i ke 

somet hi ng i s l acki ng.  

Thi s mor ni ng as 1 was si t t i ng at t he t abl e I  not i ced mor e 

and mor e how car el ess t he mot her s are i n t r ai ni ng t hei r smal l  

chi l dr en i n t abl e manner .  Thi s mor ni ng speci al l y cause t hi s i s 

what happens I  was si t t i ng at a t abl e wher e t he mot her and 

dad was wi t h t hei r f our smal l  chi l dr en.  One of  t hem was eat i ng 

somet hi ng wi t h her spoon and al l  of  a sudden she di pped t he 

spoon she was usi ng i nt o t he j am j ar .  The mot her j ust sat t here 

and wai t ed f or her to f i ni sh,  and t he r est of  t he ki ds di d t he 

same.  To me she should have st op t he chi l dr en and expl ai n t hat 

t he j ar wi l l  be use Dy mor e t han j ust her f ami l y.  Not sayi ng 

how per f ect our t abl e manner s ar e but i t  cer t ai nl y doesn' t l ook 

r i ght .  

Went to %or k about 3: 45 a. m.  Wai t ed f or t he or der t o come 

i n.  St anl ey Tsuchl ya came i n and asked hi m f or mor e wor ker s* 

He cl ai ms i t  i s har d to f i nd cant een wor ker s,  ana so wal ked down 

t o t he mai n cant een and asked t he manager to send me a wor ker 

to hel p out .  Vs-ent back t o st ore and saw t hat i ce cr eam came i n.  

i  wi sh t hat t hey woul d unl oad t he popsi cl e at 1: 00 p. m.  i nst ead 

of  i n t he mor ni ng t hen we won' t have to t ry to make i ce- box space.  

Came home f or l unch and f ounded an ar gument goi ng f ul l  bl ast .  

I t  seemed t hat mama di dn' t l i ke t he t ype of  wor k
 , !

B
, !

 was doi ng 

and he was sor e.  Set t l ed i t  t empor ar y and went t o l unch.  

f tent to wor k at 1: 00 p. m.  ai d t he af t er noon was busy cause 

we had about 50 doz.  popsi cl e to sel l .  
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Af t er di nner we sat and chewed t he rag and went to wor k 

at 7: 00 p. m.  I t  was busy and by 8: 45 p. m.  we wer e al l  r eady 

to cl ose.  Cl ose shop at 8: 55 p. m.  Cl eaned up and t hen we sat 

down to eat wat er mel on of  whi ch we r ecei ved dur i ng t he af t er noon 

and had i t  cool i ng.  

Bob and Dot dr op i n and hel ped us eat i t .  Cl eaned up t he 

mess and dr ove Char l i e home.  Dr op i n at Cant een k ( C&) and 

swi ped a f ew peaches and pear s whi l e hear i ng t he pr ot est 6'f  t he 

manager and r i di cul i ng hi m.  Came home,  chew t he rag and t hey 

l ef t ar ound 10: 15 p. m.  Took a shower and l i st en to t he shower 

r oom di r t ,  of  whi ch I  bel i eve t he i ssei  women can sure spi l l .  

Sept .  £4,  194& � Thur sday 

Went to br eakf ast .  Di d some washi ng.  Af t er f i ni shi ng I  

wr ot e t wo l et t er s and dr op a car d to some peopl e.  

Went to l unch and t hen to wor k.  They di dn
1

t  have many t hi ngs 

i n t he war ehouse so t he st ock was ver y l owi  I  wi sh t he peopl e 

out her e woul d r eal i ze t hat t he pr i ces out her e and t he pr i ces 

back home woul d be di f f er ent .  They don' t r eal i ze t hat i t  i s 

now war pr i ce and t hi ngs are apt to be hi gher t han bef or e.  The 

i ssei  peopl e are so unr easonabl e t hat i t  i s r eal l y har d to deal  

wi t h.  I  have such a shor t t emper t hat i t  i s a wonder how I  keep 

i t  down.  

When I  came home f r om wor k I  hear d t hat t her e %as a deat h 

i n our bl ock.  I t  i s our f i r st deat h i n t he bl ock and I  t ol d 

"K" ,  r emember t he sayi ng "Deat h comes i n pai r of  t hr ee" .  

Af t er di nner we sat and t al k about t he var i ous super st i t i ous 

sayi ngs t hat my mom
 t o l d m e w a s

 d
o n e

 to t he deat h.  I t  may be 



si l l y t o us but to t hem i t was mor e or l ess l i ke a t r adi t i onal  

pr oceedur e t hat must be done to t he deceased per son.  Our con-

ver sat i on swi t ched to t he comi ng cant een dance.  X not i ced t hat 

si nce t he deat h of  t he per son was nei t her a cl ose f r i end or a 

f r i end,  j ust someone we pass on t he bl ock,  how qui ckl y t he con-

ver sat i on can change.  

Went t o wor k,  and i t  was qui t e busy.  Af t er cl osi ng and 

cl eani ng up,  someone came af t er me to see the t al ent whow at 

Camp I I  of  whi ch t he t al ent came f r om Camp I .  ĥe audi ence out 

t her e i s a much mor e ent husi ast i c cr owd t hen t he one her e i n 

Camp I .  At l east t hey l i st en and appl aud but t he cr owd out her e 

"boos" and gi ve "cat - cal l " and t hr ow t he per f or mer f i sh and t hi ng 

We v. ent j ust about the l ast t wo act and so v.e di dn' t st ay l ong.  

Af t er t he show we r ode out t o Camp I I I  and back.  TOOK a 

shower and to bed.  

Sept .  J b5,  194k � Fr i day 

Went to br eakf ast and t hen to v. ork.  Went to t he war ehouse 

to see v,hat t hey had i n st ock.  Lot s of  cooki es but no i nvoi ce 

and so 1 coul dn' t get any f or our st or e.  

7*ent t o l unch and t hen to wor k.  Whi l e I  was at v*ork I  

over hear d qui t e a l ot of  conver sat i on and vi e* poi nt s about hov.  

t he peopl e f el t  bei ng i n her e ana about t he f act s of  t hese young 

boys and men goi ng out to wor k i n var i ous st at es.  Most of  t hem 

cl ai med i f  t hey have t owor k unaer st r i ct obser vat i on such as 

M. P.  wat chi ng t hem or ?.ork wher e i t  i s f enced i n,  t hey woul d not 

wor k.  Most of  t hem are get t i ng out j ust to g; t out .  I  wi sh 

I  had t he br ai ns and t he dough to st udy and t hen I  won' t be her e.  



- 4-

Comi ng home f or di nner I  passed t he l aundr y r oom and saw 

t he wr eat h made of  paper f l ower f or Mr s .  Ot ani e.  I t  was certai nl y-

ver y ef f ect i ve and ver y pr et t y.  J ust wonder i ng i f  i t  was any 

ot her nat i onal i t y i n her e,  i i  t hey woul d do t hat f or t he dead,  or 

i s i t  t he i dea of  t he f act t hat ever y det ai l  must be compl et e 

t hat t he J apanese peopl e went to t he t r oubl e of  maki ng t he wr eat h.  

Even t hough i t  i sn
!

t  t he r eal  f l ower and I  t hi nk t he t haught al one 

i s enough.  I  wonder i f  she knows up t her e.  

Had di nner and t hen t o wor k.  I t  was a ver y busy day t oday.  

Cl osed at 9: 00 p. m. ,  cl eaned up ana came home.  Took a shower ,  

br ushed my hai r and had a ver y ni ce debat e wi t h dad ar gui ng about 

t hi s and t hat .  The onl y t hi ng about dad i s when he ar gues wi t h 

me i s t hat he hat es to admi t he i s i n t he wr ong.  I f  i t  was "K" 

she woul d make hi m admi t i t ,  but he al ways get me cor ner ed.  

Sept .  c6,  194c � Sat ur day 

Went to a ver y,  ver y sad br eakf ast t hi s mor ni ng.  Came home 

and st r ai ght ened out t he house and f cent to wor k.  Wal k to t he 

war ehouse,  j ust t he t i me pop came i n and got my shar e.  Went back 

to t he st or e and put some mer chandi se up.  

Came home f or l unch and hear d t hat f r esh f l ower s f r om L. A.  

came i n.  Kent to see t hem and f ound a l ot of  peopl e ar ound i t .  

To me I t  seems l i ke much mor e coul d have been accompl i shed i f  j ust 

t he f ew who have wor ked i n f l ower shop or nur ser i es handl ed i t  

t han ever y one i n t he bl ock.  Ther e ar e qui t e a f ew peopl e v,ho 

has wor ked wi t h f l ower or handl ed f l ower as t hei r j ob on t hi s bl ock.  

I t  was good to see some r eal  f l ower s agai n.  
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Foot bal l  hss f i nal l y come i n.  Last ni ght U. C. L. A.  l ost 

f r om T. C. O.  7- 6.  I  wonder who wi l l  wi n U. S. C.  vs.  Tul ane? 

Wat ched al l  t he f ol ks at t endi ng t he f uner al .  They al l  l ooked 

so ni ce dr essed up cause you usual l y see t hem i n j eans or sl aoks 

and cot t on dr esses.  Al l  t he men f ol ks ' ¿ere dr essed up and t he 

gi r l s had heel s on.  Pop and Mom sur e l ooKea ni ce.  

Went to wor k.  V.e cl ose up at 5: 30 p. m.  on f or t oday cause 

t he cant een are hol di ng a dance.  Thi s was a dr ess up af f ai r 

i n whi ch t he gi r l s wor ed t hei r heel s and t he boys dr ag out t hei r 

sui t .  The dance st ar t ed at 8s30 p. m.  I  st ar t ed to get dr ess 

by 7: 30 p. m.  and we got t her e at 3: 00 p. m.  

The guy i n char ge t her e by t he name of  C. I .  was sur e i n hi s 

gl or y caused he coul d t el l  t hem do t hat and t hi s.  I n spi t e of  t he 

f act t hat he was i n char ged of  r ef r eshment he di dn' t have anyt hi ng 

or gani zed.  For r ef r eshment we had t una,  meat and j am sandwi ches 

and punch.  The punch t hey mi x wi t h gr ape "cool - ai d" and l emon-

l i me soda.  They open up t he l emon- l i me so et r l y t hat by t he ti ;ae 

we wer e r eady t o serve i t  t her e was no ki ck t o i t .  

The or chest r a was ver y f l at and of f  key.  Even me who has 

no ear f or musi c not i ced t hat r i ght away.  I  hear d many peopl e 

cl ai m t hey vi oul d r at her have dance wi t h t he r ecor di ng t han t he 

or chest r a.  

f ci th al l  t he cr i t i ci sm I  have you woul d pr obabl y t ui nk I  

coul d have managed i t  much bet t er and i n f act i t  coul d have been 

wor se of f .  

Af t er t he dance was over ,  we dr ove s me f ol Ks bacK to Camp 

I I I .  Came ho. ne ar ound 1: 10 a. m.  



Sept .  134*,  � Sunday 

Even t hough i t  i s Sunday you have to get up ear l y to eat .  

Now i f  i t  was back home I  woul d pr obabl y been sl eepi ng unt i l  

about 9s30 a. m.  or so,  but out her e you have to g t up ear l y 

fend get br eakf ast at 8: 00 a. m.  

Af t er br eakf ast hel p cl ean the house,  and went to wor k.  Al l  

t he cooki es and cr acker s came,  end so put t hem up to di spl ay.  

I t  sure i s har d to v. ork i n a smal l  pl ace when i t  i s cr owded 

and no space to put t hi ngs i n and away.  

Came home f or l unch and af t er l unch t he bi g pond was al r eady 

to r ecei ve t he f i shes.  Af t er put t i ng al l  t he f i shes i n t he 

bi g pond t her e was about 100 f i sh f r om car p,  cat - f i sh,  and bass.  

You can see t hem now -as t hey swi m ar ound.  Bef or e you coul dn' t .  

Sat out si de and chew t he r ag.  Pop was pl ayi ng J apanese chess 

f r om 1&s30 p. m.  to about 3: 00 p. m.  That game must be i nt er est i ng,  

but i f ~you don' t under st and i t  and you wat ch i t  i t  doesn' t make 

sense. -  Pop sure get absor bed i n i t .  

Tr y to wr i t e a l et t er i n t he af t er noon,  but t ook a nap i nst ead.  

look a shower and by t hat t i me i t  was r eady f or di nner .  

Af t er di nner wat ch t he f i shes i n t he pond.  Dad went to 

wat ch t he basebal l  game,  I  never saw a basebal l  f i end l i ke 

pop.  I  don' t t hi nk he has mi ssed a game t hi s week or si nce he 

has st ar t ed to go.  Wenc t o wor k about 8j 00 p. m.  Took r equi si t i on 

f or t he next day.  Came home and st ar t ed to wr i t e a l et t er .  

Bet ween f i ndi ng a good st at i on on t he r adi o and wr i t i ng at 

t he same t i me X f i nal l y f Lni sh t he l et t er .  J ust f ound out U. S. C.  

l ost to Tul ane.  



Anot her day gone by.  A whol e day gone by wi t h not hi ng ac-

compl i shed.  

Sept .  £8,  194£ � Monday 

Had br eakf ast .  The f i sh pond i s t he mai n at t r act i on now.  

Ever yone f r om t he smal l est ki d to t he ol dest ol d f ol k come to see 

i t .  Pop sur e l oves to t ease t he smal l  ki ds.  I t s a wonder t he 

par ent s doesn
1

t  get sore t he way he t eases t hem,  but f unny t hi ng 

some smal l  ki ds ar e scar ed of  hi m and some am' t .  t t
f

s t he 

way he act s t owar d some.  

V*ent to wor k and as t here was not hi ng doi ng,  t ook a wal k 

down to t he mai n cant een to see t he di spl ay i n t he new st or e.  

They sure have a l ot of  shoes f or gi r l s t hat ar n' t  pr act i cal  

f or use cut hei e.  I n f act ,  1 t hi nk t her e are mor e hi gh- heel  

dr ess shoes t han oxf or d or l ow heel  shoes.  The shoes are sur e 

i n t he hi gh pr i ce br acket s.  

Came home f or l unch,  and went back to v. ork.  Not hi ng ver y 

i nt er est i ng happen t oday,  except one man he asked me to get hi m 

t wo pi nt s of  i ce- cr eam t he col dest one we have.  At f i r st 1 

t haught he was ki ddi ng but he was i n ear nest .  I t  sure sounded 

f unny.  

Came home f or di nner ,  af t er di nner we sat and chev. ed t he 

r ag.  Li st en to t he gossi p and r umor s of  t he day,  made comment s 
me 

on i t  and by t hat t i me i t  was t i me f or / t o go to wor k.  

Made r equi si t i on f or t he next day,  cl eaned up and came home.  

Took a r i de to Dot
1

s br ot her ' s pl ace st ay t her e f or a whi l e and 

chew the r ag.  

Come home,  t ook a shower and to bed.  
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Sept .  &9,  194fc � Tuesday 

Went to br eakf ast and when we came bacK,  pop and Boner wer e 

havi ng a wr est l i ng mat ch on B
f

s bed.  You shoul d see t he 

bl anket s and t he sheet s.  I t  was a mess,  f tent to ?>ork,  had to 

go to t he war ehouse to see what was i n.  Bef or e I  was t her e 

hal f  way saw the war ehouse boys on the t r uck headi ng f or 1 st or e,  

and so I  got a r i de up to t her e and bac*c to t he war ehouse.  Af t er 

checki ng up came back to t he st or e,  i ce cr eam t r uck came and 

got what X want ed cause I  was t he second st op.  

Home f or l unch and back to wor k agai n.  V*here t he pl ace 

Vv s beLng f l ooded acr oss f r om t he cant een a di t ch was made.  A t r uck 

went i nt o t he di t ch wi t h t he bacK l oad f ul l  of  soda wat er .  Bob 

went to hel p t hem out of  t he di t ch and came bac* wi t h a case of  

soda- f ?at er .  I  sure l aughed and t ol a hi m he was usi ng t he mar ket 

t echni que r i ght t her e,  and he l aughed cause I  r emi nded hi m of  i t .  

Came home esr l y and t ook a shower and got r eady f or di nner .  

Gee,  what a sad di nner we hsd t oni ght .  Af t er di nner we sat 

and t ease dad.  Even "B" was wander i ng ar ound our bar r ack and 

dad t haught B must be si ck or wai t i ng f or a hand- out f r om pop*s 

wal l et .  

Went to v.ork and as i t  i s i nvent or y t omor r ow I  di dn' t make 

a r equi si t i on f or mer chandi se.  Came home,  t ook a shower ,  f i ni shed 

a magazi ne st or y,  wr ot e t wo l et t er s and f i nal l y went to bed.  



_ & / I k ,  J ".  FvKyssUt^i 

� .  ,  o x c T J? Wednesday Sept .  £25 

f coke up &t seven and the day began wi t h t he i nevi t abl e r ush 

to br eakf ast bef or e seven- t hi r t y.  Tal k about exqui si t e t or t ur e,  

I  can' t i magi ne anyt hi ng wor se t han t hi s havi ng to get up and eat 

wi t hout even br ushi ng one' s t eet h.  I ' m r eal l y awake af t er I  

f i ni sh my cof f ee.  Of  cour se,  X coul d get up ear l i er but when 

baby i nsi st s on st ayi ng up unt i l  el even t he ni ght bef or e,  t hen 
* 

mi nut es mor e cer t ai nl y f eel s good.  We hod pancakes.  Af t er 

br eakf ast went to br ush my t eet h;  t hen home to f eed the baby.  

The next i t em of  t he day,  washi ng,  went of f  as usual .  Ques-

t i oned a l ady on why she st i l l  washed her chamber i n t he l aundr y 

r oom when t hey had put i n such a ni ce si nk i n t he l at r i ne f or 

t hat pur pose.  She di dn' t t hi nk she shoul d use i t  as no one knew 

what i t  was f or .  She went to t he of f i ce but t hey coul dn' t f i gur e 

i t  out ei t her .  I n f act ,  some t hought i t  was a pl ace to wash 

hai r .  somet i mes I  t hi nk t hat t he J apanese ar en' t qui t e 

br i ght .  

Came home and f ed baby agai n,  t hen deci ded to spend j &he r est 

of  mor ni ng wr i t i ng.  Wr ot e t o Rut h congr at ul at i ng her on t hei r 

br and new daught er .  As a cl an,  we cer t ai nl y seem to f avor t he 

weaker sex.  K want ed a boy,  but f r ankl y,  I  t hi nk t hey' r e 

a dar ned nui sance;  gi ve me a gi r l  any day.  

Lunch,  i t  seems t hat we spend hal f  t he day comi ng and goi ng 

to me- l s.  Thank goodness,  t he pr esent cook makes t hem wor t h 

goi ng t o.  For a whi l e we wer e gui nea pi gs f or an ex- gar dner wi t h 

a yen f or cooki ng.  I f  ever t her e wer e f i ni cky eat er s,  t hese 

l ast f ev weeks shoul d have cur ed or ki l l ed t hem.  We had boi l ed 
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beef  wi t h spani sh sauce,  and i t  was good* 

Spent " t he af t er noon l i st eni ng to gossi p f r om t he ki t chen.  Why 

t he cooks must be so t emper ament al  i s beyond me.  Two of  t hem 

qui t .  One was t he ex- gar dner .  For heaven
1

s sake I  hope he st ays 

out .  Thi s i s hi s t hi r d t i me back.  He hasn' t ever hear d of  sugar 

r at i oni ng,  t he way he i nsi st s on st i cki ng some i n ever yt hi ng he 

cooks.  £ al so got a l i t t l e sewi ng done.  X wonder why i t ' s 

so har d t o sew out her e.  I  suppose i t
f

s because of  no pl ace 

to wear ni ce t hi ngs,  and what s t he f un of  maki ng pr act i cal  ones.  

The hsvoc, t he har d wat er ,  and per spi r at i on pl ays on your cl ot hes i s 

appal l i ng.  I
f

m goi ng to end up by wear i ng canvas.  Read some 

magazi nes;  t oo dar ned hot f or ser i ous r eadi ng.  I n bet ween,  t ook 

car e of  t he baby.  $ suppose t hat one t hi ng I  shoul d be t hankf ul  

i n camp i s t hat I  don' t have t o const ant l y car e f or the youngst er .  

Hot bei ng t oo mat er nal l y i ncl i ned,  i t ' s a r el i ef  to have her 

t aken of f  my hands;  anyway,  she' s t oo dar ned heavy.  

Hear d f r om t he i nl aws t oday.  They' ve st ar t ed t hei r t r ek to 

Ar kansas.  Fr om t hei r descr i pt i on,  i t  sounds l i ke f an.  Poor 

f at her was si ck f r om t he r ush,  wor r y and wor k of  packi ng.  

Af t er di nner f ool ed t he t i me away doi ng not hi ng.  Lat er i n t he 

eveni ng saw a movi e but di dn' t enj oy i t  much as baby was r est l ess.  

Came home,  made a mi l k shake,  put t he baby t o bed,  t ook a shower 

and t hen t o bed.  Anot her day i s gone;  j ust one out of  t he f i ve 

or si x year s t hat we have to st ay cooped up her e,  

Thur sday Sept .  L4 

Today has been a r at her pecul i ar day.  I  wonder i f  i t ' s 

because I  di dn' t have to wash.  Funny how one begi ns to aepend 



on r out i ne wor k to pass t he day.  Mom says i t ' s embar r assi ng 

f or her to save a t ub f or me al l  mor ni ng,  so she di d t he wash 

t oday.  I  spent t he mor ni ng wi t h M.  Hal f  of  t he t i me we di s-

cussed the vi r t ues of  our r espect i ve of f - spr i ngs.  I t ' s no wonder 

t hat Mom says t hat t her e' s no f ool  l i ke a mot her wher e her chi l d 

i s concer ned.  

Poor ¿¡I rs.  0 di ed t hi s mor ni ng.  They say i t ' s par t hear t - br eak 

as wel l  as hear t t r oubl e.  They say t hat she' s had her shar e 

of  t hi s t r oubl ed ear t h,  but st i l i ,  i t  must have been hsr d to 

l eave her husband al l  al one.  Ther e are no chi l dr en,  so i t  l eaves 

hi m r at her st r anded.  Fr om what 1 coul d gat her ,  she' s wor ked 

hsr d al l  her xi f e end t hi s sudden enf or ced l ei sur e j ust l ef t 

her at a l oss.  She was ver y f ond of  t he S' s chi l dr en,  so when 

t hey i ei t  she mor eor l ess l ost i nt er est i n ever yt hi ng.  Her 

goi ng i s t he f i r st i n t hi s bl ock.  

Af t er l unch t r i ed to sew agai n,  but no soap.  Ei t her t he 

i nf ant demanded at t ent i on,  or my i nt er est was ni l ,  so el l  t ot al ,  

t he af t er noon was sheer %ast e.  Ther e l as no mai l  t o br eak up 

t he monot ony.  Amazi ng how t he l ack of  mai l  makes one' s day 

a t ot al  l oss.  1 suppose i t ' s because i t ' s our onl y means of  

cont act ' j .i th t he out si de wor l d.  

The men r esumed t hei r wor k on t he pond af t er di nner .  1 t hi nk 

we' l l  have somet hi ng vthen t hey are t hr ough,  Per haps when al l  i s 

f i ni shed v. i l l  f eel  a l i t t l e mor e r esi gned about st ayi ng her e.  

I  know t hat somet i me the ache to go home i s so bad t hat i t  becomes 

a physi cal  hur t .  

The baby si mpl y det est ed her bat h t oni ght .  X can' t i magi ne 

what got i nt o t hat chi l d.  Goodness,  I  hope i t  i sn' t goi ng t o 



be a ni ght l y st r uggl e f r om now on,  

Fr i day Sept .  £5 

The mor ni ng was spent i n di scussi ng the det ai l s of  Mr 3.  

0*s l i f e.  I  wonder i f  l i f e i s wor t h l i vi ng when i t  ent ai l s 

so much wor k and so l i t t l e pl easur e* I t  seems t hat al l  her 

l i f e was spent i n one Ki nd of  wor k or anot her .  Per haps she en-

j oyed i t ;  cer t ai nl y,  1 woul ci n
f

t ,  hut t hat ' s nei t her her e nor t her e.  

Somehow t oday sl i pped by wi t h not hi ng happeni ng.  Thi s camp 

l i f e cer t ai nl y i s wear i ng.  The t hought t hat one has to st ay 

her e f or f i ve or si x year s i s al most enough to make one want to 

go and do somet hi ng desper at e.  

The eveni ng was spent i n maki ng paper f l ower s f or t h# f uner al .  

For a f l ower l ovi ng peopl e,  i t  seems such a shame to have to use 

paper ones,  

J  sai d t hat he or der ed some cut f l ower s f r om S. L.  I t  wi l l  

be ni ce to see f r esh f l ower s agai n.  

Got home i n t i me to f eed t he baby and put her t o bed.  Her 

bat h st i l l  bot her s her .  

Sat ur day Sept .  16 

Was washi ng t hi s mor ni ng when J .  asked me i f  I  want ed any 

t hi ng i n Pari ter as he had to go i n af t er t he f l ower s.  I  gave 

hi m a l i st al r i ght ,  *he f l ower s came i n about noon and t hen 

t he gr and r ush began.  Ever yone want ed to hel p,  and goodness 

Knows how t he f l or i st s even managed t o make wr eat hs and s| F
a

ys 

out of  t he congl omer at i on t hat was f i nal l y f i xed by t he var i ous 
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and sun dr y t hat wander ed i n t her e.  I t ' s a good t hi ng t hat t he 

f l ower s wer e of  t he st r ong var i et y,  ast or s,  pom- poms,  dai si es,  

bachel or but t ons,  coxcombs,  csspi as,  candy t uf t ,  and f er ns.  I  

f i nal l y gave up t r yi ng to hel p and went to l unch.  

The af t er noon st ar t ed «l t h t he par sde t o t he f uner al .  I t  

cer t ai nl y was a t r eat t o see peopl e dr essed f or mal l y.  Goodness,  

I  wonder I f  we ar e goi ng to know hov.  to act when we dr ess up.  

Per haps t hi s wi nt er we' l l  be abl e to put on some of  our ni cer 

t hi ngs wi t hout r ui ni ng t hem.  

I  not i ced t hat t hey wer e t aki ng pi ct ur es af t er t he f uner al .  

I  can' t under st and why t hey won' t al l ow us to have a phot ogr aphy 

shop.  I ' d l i ke to have baby' s pi ct ur e t aken.  I t  seems unr eason-

abl e t o f or bi d t aki ng any ki nd of  pi ct ur e.  Who i n t he camp woul d 

be si l l y as t o want to t ake pi ct ur es of  t hi s godf or saken camp? 

We hear d f r om t he i n- l aws t oday.  They seem to be enj oyi ng 

t he t r i p i mmensel y.  I  wi sh I  coul d have gone j ust f or t he r i de.  

Al so hear d f r om Mr s.  Hi l l .  Her l et t er s make home seem cl oser ,  she 

wr i t es of  al l  t he l i t t l e t hi ngs,  and somehow t hey are mor e i nt er -

est i ng t han t he so- cal l ed i mpor t ant t hi ngs.  

Af t er di nner t he men pl ayed br i dge.
 x

 wi sh to goodness I  

coul d get some r ecr eat i on I n.  Thi s havi ng a baby t o car e i s 

a t went y- f our hour j ob.  $ don' t t hi nk I ' l l  i ndul ge I n any mor e 

sel f - per pet uat i on.  

Baby f ound her t oes t oday.  She al so l ear ned t hat i f  you ki ck 

i n t he t ub,  t he wat er spl ashes.  The f l oor was j ust a bi g puddl e 

when she f i ni shed;  anyway,  she l i ked her bat h t oday.  
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Sunday Sept .  f c7 

We t r i ed to r ear r ange t he house t oday,  f  suppose not much 

can be done wi t h kO by ¡¿5,  but we al ways hope agai nst hope t hat 

we can.  Goodness,  we cer t ai nl y coul d st nd anot her r oom.  Thi s 

bei ng seven i n a r oom makes pr i vacy an unknown wor d.  Fi nal l y 

we got i t  ar r anged so t hat %e have at l east r oom enough to wal k 

ar ound i n.  Al l  of us wer e t i r ed and out of  sor t s when we f i ni shed.  

Not hi ng happened i n t he af t er noon.  We di dn' t even have t he 

mai l  to l ook f or war d t o.  The boys pl ayed rui amy i n t he l aundr y 

r oom.  1 suppose t her e wi l l  be some compl ai nt s f r om t he el der s 

ar ound her e.  Somet i mes I  t hi nk i t  wi l l  get to t he poi nt wher e 

we won
1

t  even be abl e to bl ow our nose wi t hout t hei r consent f i r st .  

The day ended, t hank goodness.  Remi nds me of  t hat dumb song 

"Twent y one year s and t en mor e days and we' l l  be out of  t he 

Cal aboose. " 

Monday Sept .  £8 

Thi s di ar y i s becomi ng a bi t  monot onous.  Ther e' s so l i t t l e 

t o wr i t e t hat ei t her i t ' s r epet i t i on or not hi ng at al l .  

Fi nal l y f i ni shed my sewi ng,  f l ow,  I ' m on anot her pai r of  

sl acks.  Oh me,  why must we wear cl ot hes at al l .  

Our or der f r om Sear s f i nal l y came.  The chai r s t hat we or der ed 

ar e r eal l y swank.  Mom j ust can' t seem to r emember t hat we are 

i n camp.  She st i l l  l i kes t o have t ni ngs as was.  She bought 

some ni ce cups t oo.  Wher e we are goi ng to get t he sugar bo put 

i n our cof f ee i s somet hi ng t hat doesn' t ?;orry her .  1 wi sh I  

coul d accept t hi s l i f e t he Wc;y she does.  1 st i l l  want t o go hoj i e 
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and have t hi ngs t he way I  di d bef or e.  Thi s t hi ng cal l  possessi on 

i s cer t ai nl y a bi ndi ng t hi ng.  At t wi l i ght I  t hi nk of  my l amps 

and l i nens,  and t al k about a l ump i n one
1

s t hr oat ,  mi ne' s a bi g 

boul der .  I f  onl y we had our f r eedom I ' d do anyt hi ng v«-o wi n t hi s 

war .  I  woul dn' t car e what I  had to gi ve up i n t he way of  f ood,  

cl ot hi ng,  et c.  I  onl y want t he f ami l y l i f e and my f ur ni t ur e.  

I  sound l i ke a pet t y ol d I oni an.  Oh wel l ,  t hat ' s l ef t i n l i f e,  

but wi shi ng? 

#ot a t hi ng i n t he eveni ng.  Even f or got t o t une i n t he r sdi o.  

Bo hel p me,  t hi s pl ace i s goi ng to t ur n out t he most apat het i c 

bunch of  human bei ngs t he wor l d has ever seen when t hi s war i s 

over .  We used to hol l er about t he W. P. A.  but oh boy,  wai t t i l l  

t hey see t he l ot t hat goes f r om her e! 

Tuesday Sept .  «¿9 

Mom spent al l  mor ni ng sewi ng cushi ons f or our chai r s.  Ogi san.  

was l aughi ng,  sayi ng t hat no mat t er wher e we went ,  Mom woul d 

al ways make cushi ons and f unny odds and ends f r om l ef t over s.  She 

al so made baby a l ar ge cushi on on whi ch to t ake sun bat hs,  i t  cer -

t ai nl y i s somet hi ng handy.  

S.  i s busy sewi ng up her cur t ai ns.  Thi s bei ng her f i r st home,  

she' s al l  f or f i xi ng i t  up wi t h al l  ki nds of  i nnovat i ons.  She! s 

been gat her i ng up al l  ki nds of  i deas f r om G. H. K. ,  and L. H. J .  1 

used t o do i t ,  but no mor e.  X have what I  ' want at home,  and al l  

1 want i s t o go home.  

Haven' t hear d f r om Fr ank as yet .  Gee,  we' d do anyt hi ng 

to get out of  t hi s pl ace.  I f  M wer en' t so smal l ,  we woul d have 

g@ne wi t h t hat f i r st gr oup t hat went out of  her e.  I ' m sure t hat 
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J  and I  woul d have been abl e to get al ong somehow.  I f  X wer e 

sur e of  5 doct or ,  I  woul dn' t mi nd t aki ng her ,  but i n t i mes l i i te 

t hese,  I ,  donot know of  v>hat pr ej udi ce we' l l  have to buck,  so 

unt i l  she' s a l i t t l e ol der ,  i  guess we' l l  have to st ay.  I f  

Fr a nk f i nds us a pl ace,  Oh boy,  we' l l  be out of  her e so f ast 

t hat t hey won' t be abl e t o see us f or t he dust ,  and I  mean dust .  

Not hi ng el s®.  



Pos£on,  Ar i zona Ar t Cb* s .  � 

Wednesday Sept .  L3,  

Today I  got up at my usual  t i me whi ch i s ar ound e ĝnt t hi r t y 

a. m.  Pr epar ed br eakf ast f or my daught er and sent her of f  to school . .  

Then I  made beds 

ano.  cl eaned house,  f  had to do my weekl y i r oni ng 

so I  was al l .  f i ni shed by noon.  

Af t er l unch I  t ook a nap.  When i  awoke i  had not hi ng to do 

so I  cr ochet ed t he r est of  t he af t er noon.  

Thur sday Sept .  ̂ k4,  194& 

âst ni t e our bl oci i  had a dance pr act i ce i n t he r ecr eat i on 

hal l .  Some f r i ends and mysel f  went over f or a whi l e.  I t  wasn' t 

much f un.  X di d my dai l y dozen.  By t hat I  meen my house wor k.  

Bel i eve you me i t  sur e get s monot onous t oo.  

A f r i end and mysel f  went f or a wal k to t he cant een t hi s 

af t er noon,  ¿l ot a t hi ng i nt er est i ng t her e ei t her .  They never have 

anyt hi ng you want when you want i t .  Gum hasn' t been on t hei r 

shel ves i n over t hr ee veeks.  Boy i t s di sgust i ng.  

Wr ot e l et t er s l at e t hi s af t er noon.  Wi l l  mai l  t hem t omor r ow.  
x

t  vi l l  gi ve somet hi ng to do.  1 guess now I ' l l  cal l  i t  a day and 

cr ochet .  

Fr i day Sept .  ¿5,  194£ 

Today nel d a pl easant sur pr i se.  A f r i end came by f or us and t ook 

us to Camp "k" .  vi si t ed f r i ends t her e f or & coupl e of  hour s.  

Enj oyed our sel ves ver y much.  ±t i sn' t  so dead t her e.  J ust l i ke 

her e when we f i r st got her e.  Remember .  We r et ur ned home her e 

at ar ound 5 p. m.  Due t o t he f act my husband had to be back to wor k 

by si x.  He wor ks i n t he ki t chen.  



My daught er has a bl oodshot eye and we have to t ake her to 

t he eye speci al i st Monday.  I  sur e hope i t  i sn' t  anyt hi ng ser i ous.  

I t s get t i ng l at e and al most t i me to r et i r e so good- by unt i l  t omor r ow.  

Sat ur day Sept .  16,  194k 

Wel l  I ' a back agai n.  And i ' m not f eel i ng any t oo good.  X 

t hi nk I  wi l l  go to t he l aundr y r oom and ao my weekl y cashi ng.  X 

am Ki nda l azy so X onl y wash once a weei .  Boy how X hat e to wash 

on a scr ub boar d.  X sure mi ss my washer .  I ' l l  be gl ad when we wi l l  

be r el eased f r om her e and can go back to L. A.  

Toni t e t he bl ock i s gi vi ng a "get acquai nt ed wi t h our t al ent 

par t y" and we are expect ed to be t her e,  i  wi l l  l et you ¿now how-

good i t  was.  

Now X' m back and i t  wasn' t so bad.  Al t ho I  coul dn' t under -

st and any of  t he si ngi ng.  

Sunday Sept .  ¿7, 194k 

Tni s bei ng Sunday t her e i sn' t  any exci t ement ar ound her e.  

Most of  t he bl ock bl eeps i n the af t er noon.  ?.e ar ose as usual  and 

f i xed beds and cl eaned house,  ê had a f ai r l unch.  Meal s are al -

ways onl y f ai r .  

Thi s af t er noon we are spendi ng pl ayi ng car ds.  I  l ove to pl ay 

poker .  I ' l l  onl y pl ay dur i ng t he af t er noon but I  suppose my hus-

band and t he f el l ows wi l l  cont i nue af t er di nner .  I ' l l  go to bed.  

Monday Sept .  k,Q,  134k 

Gee but X sl ept l at e t hi s mor ni ng.  So di d my daught er .  Xt 

was 3: 30 bef or e she a*oke.  I  f ed her and sent her out to pl ay as 

i t s t oo l at e to send her to school .  We have to go to t he cl i ni c 
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at ar ound t wo t hi s af t er noon.  

Some of  t he boys i n our bl ock are j oi ni ng i n sugar beet 

pi cki ng i n Nebr aska.  They ar e expect i ng to l eave Thur sday ni t e,  

A f ew of  t he gi r l s i ncl udi ng your s t r ul y are goi ng t o f i x a 

f ew sandwi ches and sonet hi ng to dr i nk and ask t hem anu t hei r 

gi r l  f r Lends i n t o cel ebr at e a l i t t l e.  1 hope i t  wi l l  be a suc-

cess.  l e expect to make t hi s par t y t omor r ow ni t e.  

Tuesday Sept .  kd,  

We went to t he cl i ni c and 1 sur e am r el i eved to know i t  

i sn' t  t oo ser i ous about ;ay daught er s eye.  I t s a l ack of  Vi t ami n 

"A" i n her di et .  I  must begi n gi vi ng her cod l i ver oi l  ever y 

day t he year ar ound f r om now on t hru t he dur at i on.  The doct or 

says i n Post on the chi l dr en ar en' t abl e to get t he vi t ami ns t hru 

dai l y di et .  Man what a pl ace.  No pr oper f ood f or chi l dr en,  not 

even pr oper pl aygr ounds.  

' ĥi s mor ni ng Ï  spent at t he admi ni st r at i on bui l di ng wai t i ng 

to see Mi ss Fi ndl ey.  Af t er wai t i ng a coupl e of  hour s I  was 

asked t o come back t hi s af t er noon.  I  hope the af t er noon won' t 

be wast ed.  I  have to be bac* i n t i me to hel p pr epar e f or t he 

par t y.  Good- bye f or now.  
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Wednesday � Sept . ,  kZ,  1 M£ 

Was r equest ed by ay dear ,  dear f r i end,  J ohn Fui uashi ma,  t o 

wr i t e a di ar y f or a week st ar t i ng t oday.  I  am st i l i  boi l i ng over 

i n f act ,  i f  he wasn' t such a DEAR DLAB Fr i end,  I ' l l  t hr ow 

t he t ypewr i t er at hi m.  i  don
1

t  Know whet her he desi r es me to 

wr i t e a chr onol ogi cal  happeni ngs or i nt er pr et at i on of  t he happen-

i ngs.  Oh,  wel l  I  don' t Know and car e l ess.  

At l east I  have one consol at i on�he ai d pr omi se me t hat t hi s 

i s conf i dent i al .  The al ar m ci oci t  woke me up at t he usual  t i me 

of  8: 40.  I  al ways want ed t o cuss t he al ar m cl ock and t hi s 

mor ni ng I  l et my emot i on get t he best of  me and used some of  t he 

choi cest vi t r i ol i c expr essi ons.  

. Not hi ng unusual  ( at l east t o my mi nd) occur r ed dur i ng t he day.  

Af t er di nner ( some peopl e cal l  i t  supper ) ,  I  ar opped i n on 

Mr .  T
f

 s apar t ment and he as êd me why I  hadn' t been dr oppi ng i n 

on hi m l at el y.  I  sai d t hat X had been ver y busy get t i ng my 

apar t ment mor e at t r act i ve because now,  af t er f our mont hs of  un-

pl easant ness,  my ambi t i on has r et ur ned t o me.  That f our mont hs 

exper i ence i s somet hi ng whi ch nei t her my wi f e nor I  wl -sh t o l i ve 

over agai n.  When t hey l ef t l ast Sat ur day,  I  am sur e,  t hat t he 

whol e bl ock was gr eat l y r el i eved.  The pr obl em whi ch was wi t h us 

al l  dur i ng t hat per i od v«as aut omat i cal l y set t l ed.  J ust t hi nk� 

t hey wer e a "pai n i n t heneck" f or t he whol e bl ock,  but we had 

t o l i ve wi t h,  t hem,  l ou ought t o know,  J ohnnyl  

Mr .  E.  O* dr opped by t o chat wi t h us.  1 t hi nk he i s a f i ne 

f el l ow�but he never gi ves anot her f el l ow a chance to t al k.  

Li st ened t o i r eddy Mar t i n and hi s or chest r a br oadcast i ng f r om 

t he "Gr ove" i n Los Angel es.  For t he ent i r e hal f - hour he and hi s 



or chest r a pl ayed t he past f avor i t es.  Past happy memor i es wer e 

br ought back to me.  

Tuesday,  Sept .  194k,  

St i l l  f el t  l i ke gi vi ng you a good cussi ng out .  

f tent t o wor k t hi s mor ni ng,  but was gi ven t he af t er noon of f .  

Wor ked ar ound t he house i n t he af t er noon.  Made a si nk out of  

r edwood and a smal l  st ool  out of  sugar pi ne.  

Mr s. O di ed t hi s af t er noon.  She i s t he f i r st deat h i n t hi s 

bl ock,  ¿l ade me f eel  a awf ul  sad.  Began t o wonder how her be-

r eaved husband f eel  I  don
1

t  mean t he or di nar y f eel i ng of  

ber eavement ,  but t he f act t hat she di ed i n t hi s concent r at i on 

camp.  I  wonder i f  he f eel s bi t t er and i f  he f eel s t hat i f  she 

was not i n t hi s camp,  t hi s woul dn' t happened? i n f act �I  wonder 

how many of  us do f eel  bi t t er but wi t hout act ual  hat r ed of  t he 

whol e t hi ng? 

I  am not bi t t er nor do I  f eel  any hat r ed but I  t hi nk t hat 

I  am ent i t l ed t o my own opi ni on.  1 am cer t ai n,  t hat most of  

us sr e bet t er - of f  i n t hese camps.  Why coul dn' t t hey have asked 

us on t he pur el y vol unt ar i l y bases �I  am sur e t hat most of  us 

woul d have wel comed t he i dea of  comi ng to t hese camps because 

of  t he soci al ,  pol i t i cal ,  and economi c r easons.  And i f  we came 

on the pur el y vol unt ar i l y basi s,  we woul d not have t he st i gma 

of  bei ng "unt r ust wor t hy" .  We may be abl e t o l i ve i t  down but 

hi st or i cal l y i t  wi l l  st i l l  be t her e.  

Why can' t t he publ i c di f f er ent i at e bet ween t he peopl e act ual l y 

}� r esponsi bl e f or t hi s war and OS? 

Oh,  Wel l ,  we are her e,  and not hi ng can change t hat �maybe 



we shoul d f or get f or t he t i me bei ng,  t he causes oi  us bei ng 

her e f i nd t he met hod empl oyed i n put t i ng us her e X t hi n* i t  

woul d be much wi ser f or us,  si nce we ar e her e,  to make t he best 

of  t he si t uat i on and to t hi nk of  bet t er ment f or t he f ut ur e,  and 

DO somet hi ng about i t .  

Af t er supper vent to vi si t  a f r i end i n bl ock J b7,  whi l e 

wi f e hel ped make ar t i f i ci al  f l ower s f or t he f uner al .  

Fr i day Sept .  £5,  194k 

Woke up t he usual  t i me and t hen to br eakf ast .  

V.e wer e t ol dyest er day t hat we woul d not meet agai n unt i l  

Monday mor ni ng,  so deci ded to do some car pent er i ng wor k about t he 

apar t ment .  Si nce I  had al r eady made t he si dev\ al K f r om t he wat er 

f aucet to our por ch,  I  ext ended i t  to our nei ghbor who l i ves i n 
0 

Apar t ment B.  Fi ni shed ar ound noont i me.  By t hat t i me,  I  began 

to f eel  t i r ed- - af t er al l ,  1 have been wor ki ng ar ound t he apar t -

ment dur i ng ever y spar e t i me X coul d manage dur i ng t he dayt i me 

s i x e the end of  l ast week.  

Took a nap af t er di nner ( l unch) and v.oke up ar ound 4,  I mmedi at el y 

af t er ,  t ook down t he dr aper i es so t hat wi f e coul d wash t hem.  De-

ci ded to l eave t he cur t ai ns unt i l  l at er .  

f r i ends B. H.  and wi f e dr opped i n af t er supper and about 

8,  we al l  l ef t  t o see the show i n Bl ock ?5.  The show was about 

Abe Li ncol n.  The l ove scenes wer e r i dl eul ous,  but t he show was 

appar ent l y made ar ound 1930�a f ew year s af t er t he t al ki es be-

came popul ar so 1 guess you can' t bl ame the pr i nci pl es i nvol ved.  



Sat ur day Sept .  c6,  1̂ 4*.  

Wi f e spent a bad ni ght wi t h pai nf ul  muscul ar cr amps I n her 

l eg s» I  t ol d her to sl eep a f ew ext r a wi ñks and woul d get her 

br eakf ast .  

Deci ded to wash the wi ndows.  Found t hat t he best way i s 

to t ake t he wi ndows down and spr ay t hem wi t h t he hose and t hen 

pol i sh t hem.  Al so deci ded to t ake down t he cur t ai ns at t he same 

t i me.  Thi s t ook me unt i l  noon.  

Si nce t hi s i s Sat ur day,  my wi f e onl y wor ked i n t he f or enoon,  

and I mmedi at el y af t er di nner ,  she v. ent to t he washr oom to hel p 

ot her peopl e wi t h t he f l ower s f or Mr s .  Ot ani ' s f uner al .  

1 t ook a shower and shaved and dr essed f or the f uner al  whi ch 

st ar t ed at £ i n Bl ock 19 r ec.  hal l ,  i t  was uncomf or t abl e hot � 

but was made wor se by t he wool en sui t and neckt i e whi ch I  wor e.  

The f uner al  r i t e was i n Buddhi st .  

Af t er t he f uner al  ( about 3;  30) I  changed i nt o somet hi ng 
i  V 

mor e comf or t abl e and washed t he f l oor .  

Recei ved a l et t er f r om my f or mer boss,  who was i nt er ned 

i n l at e J anuar y and r.as sent to Bi smar ck,  N,  D.  He was r el eased 

( not par ol ed) r ecent l y.  Thi s i s one case,  i n whi ch I  was pr esent 

at t he t i me of  appr ehensi on.  I t  seemed sensel ess and cr uel  ( i n 

t hi s par t i cul ar case) .  He had been,  i n my way of  t hi nki ng,  a good 

and l aw- abi di ng man.  I n f act ,  he was t oo t i mi d to do anyt hi ng wr ong,  

even i f  he wi shed t o do so.  At any r at e he had been exoner at ed 

of  any subver si ve doi ngs.  I  don' t t hi nk he was ar r est ed because 

he had been a boss,  because al l  t he I ssei s wer e t a ên i nt o cust ody 

at t hat t i me.  And al l  have been r el eased.  One of  t hem i s now i n 



Post on f c,  anot her i s f r ee i n I daho ( not i n any concent r at i on camp) 

Af t er supper ,  my wi f e di d some sewi ng on t he machi ne,  and 

hel ped her by doi ng some i r oni ng.  

Tr i ed to f i x a cof f ee per col at or f or Mr .  M,  but f ound t hat t he 

el ement was bur nt out .  

Sunday Sept .  1342 

Had ray br eakf ast one hour l at er t han usual  t hi s mor ni ng.  

I mmedi at el y af t er br eakf ast ,  went to Rec.  Hal l  #36 to at t end a 

Cal cul as cl ass.  Al t ho st udi ed cl acul as about l k year s ago,  1 

have f or got t en most of  i t .  Thi s i s not a r evi ew f or me but a 

"pr evi ew" ,  ŝme home j ust bef or e di nner t i me.  

Af t er di nner ,  f fced the l eaks i n t he si nk by appl yi ng t ar s 

i n t he cr acks.  Got some on iy hand and f ound t hat soap and hot 

wat er woul d wash i t  of f .  Tr i ed ci gar et t e l i ght er f l ui d and i t  

wor ked f i ne.  

Took a coupl e of  hour s
 1

 nap,  but woke up to f i nd a sand-

st orm i n pr ogr ess.  As usual ,  i t  i s anot her hot af t er noon.  Al so 

i t  pr oved t o be a ver y dust y day.  

Went to t he cant een #3,  and begged f or some pop bot t l e caps 

to make a shoe scr apper s.  

Bef or e supper t i me,  I  put some mor e t ar i n t he cr ack 0f  t he 

wat er box so as to pr event l eakage.  

Af t er supper ,  our f r i ends f r om bl ock 16 vi si t ed us and sf.e 

t al ked about gener al t l es unt i l  l at e.  Af t er t hey l ef t ,  went to t he 

shower and r et i r ed.  

Was bot her ed by mosqui t oes al l  ni ght l ong.  X am especi al l y 

suscept i bl e by ±JS mosqui t o bi t es and
 A

 cer t ai nl y suf f er ed.  



Monday Sept ,  £8,  194& 

Woke up wi t h mosqui t o wel t s al l  over my ar ms and l egs.  

Af t er br eakf ast ,  at t ended gener al  sessi on i n t he mor ni ng 

and hear d var i ous speaker s.  Al so was i nt r oduced to many peopl e 

but can
1

t  r emember t hei r names.  

I n t he af t er noon went to wor k i n Mess hal l  3k�f ound t hat we 

wer e t o r eassi gn t he r egi st r ant s to t hei r var i ous cl asses at t he 

appr opr i at e hour s.  

I t  was ver y hot snd dust y agai n.  

Came home about 4s30 snd f i xed up a mosqui t o scr een on the 

bed.  We don' t want anot her ni ght suf f er i ng f r om mosqui t oes.  

Af t er supper wor ked on t he cl acul as pr obl ems.  Wor ked al l  of  

t hem except one.  V.'ent over to B. H. ' s home to ask hi m about a 

bi nomi al  expansi on.  He di dn' t r emember ei t her .  

Came home and t yped out somenot es and t ook a shower about 

11: 30 and t hen t o bed pr ayi ng a good ni ght sl eep.  

Tuesday Sept . 23,  134fc 

Thank goodness,  1 was abl e t o sl eep unmol est ed dur i ng the ni ght .  

Want ed t o know whet her t he mosqui t o net t i ng was ef f ect i ve or was 

t her e an absence of  mosqui t oes,  so asked t henext door nei ghbor and 

t hey sai d t hat t hey had a bad ni ght .  

At t ended a gener al  seesi on i n t he mor ni ng.  Hear d a good panel  

di scussi on on t he subj ect of  "What ki nd of  Educat i on must we have 

i n Post on'
5

,  The onl y obj ect i on was t hat t he chai r man G. T.  spoke t oo 

l ong ana gave t he ot her s a ver £ l i t t l e oppor t uni t y to spgak.  He di d 

t he same t hi ng once bef or e,  f f e t ook about 75$ of  t he ent i r e t i me when 



t her e wer e at l east 5 par t i ci pant s i n t he panel .  

Af t er di nner went t o t he Mess hal l  as t he day bef or e and 

wor ked on mor e of  t he same t hi ng.  Ver y wi ndy and dust y agai n.  

Came home a l i t t l e bef or e supper .  

Hot hi ng much happened bet ween supper t i me and bed t i me.  
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Wednesday,  Sept .  LSr d.  
J  u/  

The al ar m went of f  at 6: 45,  hut when I  l ooked out t he 

wi ndow I  t hought �Oh no,  i t  coul dn' t be�i t was st i l l  dar k 

so I  pr ompt l y cl osed my eyes and went back to sl eep.  Gr andma,  

however ,  knew t hat cl ocks don' t l i e and u s up at 7: 00.  I  

t hen woke K.  up and at l ast ,  af t er anot her t en mi nut es st r uggl e,  

we pr i ed our sel ves out of  bed si nce we di d want br eakf ast ser ved 

wi t hout benef i t  of  di r t y l ooks f r om t he ki t chen f or ce,  l i e had 

been war ned by H.  our t ar dy ar r i val s to br eakf ast i n'  t he f i r st 

week t hat we wer e her e wer en' t l i ked at al l ' ,  so we t hought i t  

best t o irtay on t he good si de of* ever ybody,  and hence t he r eason 

f or t he al ar m cl ock and gener al  r ush t o br eakf ast ,  sans hai r 

decent l y combed,  sans t eet h br ushed,  sans make- up.  of  cour se 

bei ng mal e can manage to f ul l y dr ess hi msel f  wi t hi n f i f t een 

mi nut es.  Gr andma vvi th a t en mi nut es head st ar t has al l  r eady 

l ef t t he house.  As f or G. ,  we onl y had to wai t a f ew mi nut es 

f or her . . .  she act ual l y got up t hi s mor ni ng. . . t hough she gener al l y 

f eel s t hat a f ew hour s mor e sl eep are mor e benef i ci al  t han a pl at e 

at br eakf ast .  Gr andma,  K. ,  and I ,  now,  woul d never t hi nk of  

ski ppi ng i t .  

Anyhow meal s her e ar e much bet t er t han t hey used to be at 

t he assembl y cent er .  Al so t he at mospher e of  t he di ni ng hal l  i s 

much bet t er ,  to sayi i othi ng of  t he di shes bei ng cl eaner and the 

r oom qui et er .  At t he a. c. ,  each mess hal l  t ook car e of  3000 

peopl e or mor e,  so t hat mi ght account f or t he f ood' s qual i t y.  

But t hen t hey al ways her ded us i nt o t he mess hal l ,  seat i ng us 

down t he t abl es as we came i n,  wi t h l i t t l e concer n to t he f act 

t hat t hey woul d di vi de f ami l i es or f r i ends,  i f  t he seat i ng ar -



r angement came out t hat way,  wher eas her e we si t  at t he t abl e 

J ,  r eser ved f or t he f ami l y so t hat we al ways have t he same 

t abl e compani ons,  i nst ead of  t he het er ogeneous assor t ment we 

had at t he a. c.  who we' re sel dom anyone we happened to know,  

Eat i ng 

wi t h t he f ami l y makes meal  t i me mor e enj oyabl e and 

t ends t o keep the f ami l y t oget her ,  I n t he a. c. ,  i t  wasn' t unusual  

not t o see the f ami l y f r om mor ni ng to ni ght .  

Af t er br eakf ast ,  I  t yped out some change of  aadr ess car ds 

f or and t yped a l et t er whi l e wai t i ng f or t he l aundr y to be 

washed out .  My l aundr y days f al l  i r r egul ar l y upon any day t hat 

f i nds my l aundr y box f ul l ,  and t oday i t  was even a l i t t l e on 

t he over l oaded si de.  Washi ng,  consequent l y,  t ook over t he 

mor ni ng.  The hal f - hour or so ¿ef t bef or e l unch was spent 

r ecuper at i ng.  Fi l l ed"bucket s f or schedul ed shut of f  at I sOO.  

Af t er l unch,  t o avoi d t he damp smel l  of  dr yi ng cl ot hes 

t hat wer e hung ever y whi ch way i n t he r oom,  si nce we haven' t 

r i gged up a cl ot hes l i ne out si de yet because of  t he l ack of  

wi r e,  I  went over to Mom' s r oom to spend t he af t er noon.  X. ,  

went back to wor k.  Hi s hour s ar e f r om 8: 00 to 11: 00 t hen f r om 

1: 00 to 4: 00,  and t hough he' s t heor et i cal l y a chemi st ,  has f or 

t he l ast f ew days been car pent er i ng,  conver t i ng an i r oni ng r oom 

i nt o a l abor at or y.  Gr andma gener al l y spends the whol e day ei t her 
4.   ̂ ,   ̂ -  ,  t al ki ng wi t h 

wr i t i ng t o f r i ends or el se si t t i ng out si de our door /  As f or G.  
t he nei ghbor s or t aki ng care of  t he baby next door ,  
she' s gener al l y out wi t h one gi r l  f r i end or t he ot her ,  or el se 

she' s over at Mom' s pl ace t oo,  because t hey have a condi t i oner 

t her e.  Today she and 1 wer e t here r eadi ng al l  t he back number 

magazi nes f or l ack of  desi r e to do anyt hi ng el se.  Then l at er 

because 8.  had the i r on out ,  1 went back home ana got my dr i ed 
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l aundr y and i r oned t hose of f  my mi nd.  Sam
1

s l et t er came f r om 

El  Paso,  sayi ng t hat ent i r e t r ai n consi st s of  Pul l mans whi ch 

we wer e gl ad to hear .  Tr i p to Ar kansas ot her wi se woul d have 
hear d 

been unendur abl e.  Gr andma/ f r om Mo the r .  F.  
i  

Af t er di nner ,  K.  and 1 vent af t er l umber i n t he pi l e 

over on t he ot her si de of  t he "hi ghway " .  J»t was a l ong wal k and 

a t i r i ng one,  but we di d manage to sal vage a f ew pi eces of  usabl e 

pl ank.  A sol di er st opped us on t he way out aski ng us i f  i t  was 

al l  r i ght f or us to do so and we t ol d hi m t hat we' d done i t  be-

f or e wi t hout t r oubl e,  so h L̂et us go.  On our way out ,  we had 

t aken gr andma over t o vi si t  t he E.
1

s whom she had known when 

l i vi ng i n Fr esno,  and i n tal ki ng to t hei r son l ear ned t hat i t  

was i nadvi sabl e to go out t hat way af t er dar k because we mi ght 

some day be shot f i r st t hen quest i oned l at er ,  as t he ol d sayi ng 

goes.  TRe got back bef or e ni ght f al l  however ,  so r est ed a bi t  

bef or e we ent to t he home- made movi es a nei ghbor i n t he bl ock 

was showi ng f or us.  f t  i ncl uded the r ose t our nament ,  a car t oon,  

a news r eel ,  end some per sonal  t our shot s.  

Then a qui ck shower and to bed.  Somehow,  over her e,  we 

never seem to get t o bed bef or e 11: 00 or I ki OO,  and never manage 

enough sl eep under our eyel i ds.  

Thur sday,  Sept £4t h.  

Al l  mor ni ng 1 spent my t Lme st r ai ght eni ng and sor t i ng nai l s 

because I n t he gene ra 1 mor ni ng conver sat i on wi t h K.  bef or e he 

l ef t f or wor k,  1 l ear ned t hat he had t hought I ' d or der ed nai l s 

f r om Sear s vi hi ch he wi shed woul d hur r y up and get her e,  and I  

had to admi t t hat I  hadn' t because J .  had t ol d me i t  woul d be 
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usel ess.  When K.  came home at 11: 00,  he asked me why I  di dn' t 

make a box f or t hem and so I  di d,  whi l e he amusedl y wat ched.  

Af t er l unch,  X made a dust pan f or gr andma,  af t er whi ch I  

went over to Mom' s f eel i ng t hat my ef f or t s at car pent r y was a 

f ul l  days wor k wel l  done.  Read and dozed t hat af t er noon away 

t hough somet i mes I ' d do my »̂r e of  amusi ng t he baby.  V. hen K 

got back f r om wor k he i mmedi at el y l ay down f or a cat - nap;  hi s 

carpent ryypl us t he heat t i r es hi m consi der abl y.  

Af t er supper ,  K.  di d mor e car pent er i ng at home to bui l d up 

t he shel ves we ar e bui l di ng bet ween Gr andma and G.  and us,  t hat 

i s goi ng to di vi de our r oom hal f way.  When t he Sear s or der comes 

t hr ough we' r e goi ng to hang up dr apes t hr ough t he cent er of  t he 

r oom t he ot her way,  t her eby cut t i ng our r oom i nt o t hr ee,  f then 

D. comes,  we' l l  scr een hi m of f  i n l ar ge t hi r d and use t he r est 

of  i t  as a l i vi ng r oom.  

S.  came af t er me 1 a t er ;  we went to t he mess hal l  v. here t he 

women wer e maki ng ar t i f i ci al  f l ower s f or t he f uner al  of  a woman 

who di ed t oday of  hear t at t ack.  I  hel ped v. i th t he whi t e car nat i ons.  

Vl 'hen I  got back home,  K.  had qui t car pent er i ng f or t he benef i t  

of  any nei ghbor who mi ght want to sl eep,  and was wor ki ng on hi s 

t hesi s whi ch he i s r evi si ng.  Then a shower and to bed.  

( Gr andma went to pr ayer meet i ng;  and G.  was out wi t h her 

f r i ends.  I t  seems t hat a gr oup of  gi r l s ar e f or mi ng a cl ub,  ai di ng 

the Red Cr oss t hei r pur pose,  and t hey had a get t oget her to deci de 

a name and to or gani ze.  They l at er went over to t he f i r e hal l  f or 

a l i t t l e dance musi c and danci ng.  Gr andma got home f ai r l y ear l y 

but I  must have been f ast asl eep when G.  di d. )  



Fr i day,  Sept .  ¿5t h.  

Af t er r egul ar mor ni ng r out i ne,  G.  and 1 went to t he 

l umber pi l e f or mor e wood;  shel f  i s pr ogr essi ng ver y ni cel y.  

We' d no sooner got t en back,  when two gi r l s popped up�Ban 

Di ego gi r l s i n Camp 3,  whom M.  had wor ked wi t h i n Sant a 

Ani t a.  M,  who i s on her way to Ar k.  wi t h t he r est of  t he 

f ami l y had wr i t t en t hem to l ook us up.  We gabbed a bi t  

on general - condi t i ons her e and di d a bi t  of  compar i ng bet ween 

Post on and Sant a Ani t a,  f u.  had met B.  once at a par t y i n 

S. A.  so we t ook t hem over to see her .  I nt r oduced t hem to S.  

and t he baby t oo.  Af t er t hey l ef t ,  went home to t ype on ' s 

paper whi ch Cont i nued doi ng af t er l unch.  The af t er noon mai l  

br ought a l et t er f r om Dr .  G.  t el l i ng to make the paper I n 

i t s f i nal  dr af t whi ch made my whol e mor ni ng and af t er noon t ypi ng 

ef f or t s usel ess as I  was onl y maki ng a si ngl e copy on bad paper 

f or a second dr af t .  

Af t er supper ,  we had pl anned to go t o t he movi e i n t he 

next bl ock,  but K.  became so engr ossed i n hi s car pent er i ng t hat 

we di dn' t .  Af t er ni ght f al l ,  Ken went back t o hi s paper and I  

r ead.  Gr andma had gone to t he "Gt sui ya" f or t he woman who di ed 

yest er day.  G.  went out wi t h a boy f r i end.  She had spent t he 

whol e af t er noon l i st eni ng to t he l at est i n phonogr aph r ecor ds 

andnow was out f or a l i t t l e chat t er .  She has a hor de of  f r i ends 

so i s gener al l y out al l  af t er noon and eveni ng,  somet i mes mor ni ngs 

t oo i f  she hasn' 1 any washi ng or such to do.  As f or me,  I  nev r̂ 

seem to make any f r i ends,  and don' t seem to want t o�f ami l y' s good 

enough f or me.  ' ¿he onl y quest i on i s,  do t hey get t i r ed of  me? 
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Sat ur day,  Sept .  £6t h.  

G.  and I  gave t he r oom a t hor ough moppi ng t hi s mor ni ng 

I  don' t l i ke t he i dea of  hosi ng t he r oom,  can' t f eel  I  have 

enough cont r ol  over r ushi ng wat er ,  besi des we have t oo many 

t hi ngs si t t i ng di r ect l y on t he f l oor .  Mor eover ,  I  t hi nk i t  

j ust as f ast wi t h mop and hal f  as messy.  Lat er ,  f or l ack 

of  anyt hi ng el se to do,  went over to hel p S.  wi t h her wash.  

Then came home and t yped t he r est of  t he mor ni ng away.  G.  

was i n her r oom t al ki ng wi t h me as I  t yped�gener al  gi st of  

conver sat i on bei ng t hat she wi shed she wer e i n ?<yomi ng wher e 

her hear t i s.  Lat er she went washi ng.  

Goi ng t o l unch,  saw t he l aundr y seet hi ng wi t h act i vi t y.  

Fl ower s f or f uner al  t hi s af t er noon had ar r i ved and wr eat hs 

and spr ays wer e i n t he pr ocess of  maki ng.  K.  and I  went i n 

to l end a hel pi ng hand but soon f ound t hat t her e wer e mor e hands 

t hen f l ower s.  Thi s af t er noon bei ng a hal f  day f or wor k K.  and 

I  l oaf ed t he af t er noon away at Mom' s.  About f our ,  we went over 

to Bl ock 6 wher e he has hi s l abor at or y to see how hi s wat er 

t bughs wer e seal i ng,  asphal t not bei ng t he best but onl y subst ance 

avai l abl e.  Then over f co T. ' s t o bor r ow hi s t hesi s to see how 

t hey' r e ar r anged,  and home agai n near l y pr ost r at ed f r om heat .  

Af t er supper ,  £ di sappear ed i nt o t he l aundr y f or a br i dge 

sessi on wi t h J . ,  A. ,  and I  knew what t hat meant so af t er r ead-

i ng a bi t ,  t ook a shower and went t o bed* 

G,  was aut most of  t he day.  Gr andma spent t he day as usual .  

Sunday,  Sept .  f c7th.  

Gr andma went to chur ch.  K.  and I  went over to bl ock 6 t o 



l ook,  over t he t r ough agai n and on t he way home happened t o see 

JOG whom we hadn' t-  seen f or ages.  Lear ned f r om hi m t he addr ess 

of  Mr s .  A.  f or whom Shi g and Sam used to wor k.  Went t her e t o 

pay our r espect s hut got hooked i nt o an ar gument wi t h anot her 

vi si t or ,  and t her eby used up t he mor ni ng.  Came home to f i nd t hat 

S.  was changi ng t hei r r oom about .  

The af t er noon f ound us ver y sl eepy,  so K and X t ook a 

nap i n our r oom si nce S.  andt hose wer e st i l l  busy f i xi ng up t hei r 

r oom.  was ver y hot and nappi ng was di f f i cul t  and when t he 

whi r l  wi nd came by,  we gave i t  up as a bad j ob so went over to 

Mom' s;  t hey wer e t hr ough f i xi ng and J. i mmedi at el y sent us out to 

buy some i ce cr eam.  Lat er £.  and I  went over to t he l abor at or y 

agai n.  Then to chur ch.  

G.  went of f  wi t h a bunch down to Camp 5 f or a boxi ng mat ch.  

She had spent t he mor ni ng and af t er noon gener al l y vi si t i ng one 

f r i end or t he ot her .  

Monday,  Sept ,  £8t h.  

i 

K.  car pent er ed t hi s mor ni ng,  maki ng Gr andma a wr i t i ng 

t abl e,  t hen went of f  to see Mr .  Head about our f r ei ght ,  whi ch 

t hough i n t he war ehouse wasn' t bei ng del i ver ed because t he Govt ,  

bi l l  of  l adi ng hadn' t yet ar r i ved.  But goi ng t wo weeks t r yi ng 

t o r ough i t  was j ust al i t t l e t oo much,  so we asked about i t  and 

wer e t ol d t o see Mr .  Head.  G.  and X went af t er l umber agai n.  

I n f ci tfMXX t he af t er noon t he f r ei ght came and al ong wi t h 

i t  t he Sear ' s or der ,  so now we can r eal l y get to wor k f i xi ng t he 

r oom up i nt o a gener al  sembl ance of  a home.  Of  cour se t he r est 

of  t he af t er noon was spent sewi ng.  



The mai l  br ought a l et t er f r om D.  sayi ng he was of f  to 

I daho f or t he sugar beet s,  so t hat means we won' t be seei ng hi m 

f or anot her t wo mont hs or so.  

I n t he eveni ng K.  f i ni shed of f  t he shel ves so t hat I  

coul d put up my cur t ai ns.  We al l  went to bed dead t i r ed.  

Tuesday,  Sept .  ¿9t h.  

No var i et y i n t hi s day at al l �1 J ust sewed and sewed* 

0.  hel ped me a bi t  but a f r i end came over and she was gone.  I n 

t he af t er noon,  1 di d manage a l et t er to R.  

I n t he eveni ng K.  put up t he wi r i ng and I  put up the 

"dr apes" and such�t he r esul t s of  my days sewi ng.  



ti £> 

Apt .  c .  mm* xo - fi/ru^ n 

Sept .  E3,  134L Wednesday 

Apt .  i s shar ed by one mar r i ed coupl e age ar ound 50 year s,  and 

our f ami l y of  f our ,  one gi r l  j ust ni ne and on t en year s ol d.  My 

husband i s out dur i ng t he day on a j ob.  The mi dal e age man i s our 

bl ock cook so he goes to wor k i n t he ki t chen 4a. m. t i l l  noon 

ever y ot her day and on t he al t er nat e dat e he goes to ki t chen 11 a. m.  

t i l l  supper i s over .  The wi f e st ays home,  she had never wor ked 
and veget abl e 

whi l e i n Los Angel es as her husband had a l ar ge f r ui t / st or e wi t h 

many hi r ed boys.  But he i s t he best cook.  V«e al l  l i ke hi s cooki ng.  

The heat i s t er r i f i c and t he l ady i n our apt .  i s ver y sensi t i ve 

t o heat so whenever her washi ng and i r oni ng i s done she i s al ways 

t aki ng nap�makes i t  har d f or chi l dr en to r un i n and out f or f ear 

I t  may di st ur b her .  She i s an under st andi ng per son but st i l l  t her e 

i s t i me she wi shed she coul d have sl ept j ust anot her t en mi nut es.  

Tr y to soak l aundr y ar ound 7 a. m.  Al l  t he t ub i s t aken so 

must wai t t i l l  10 a»m.  f i ni sh bef or e l unch.  

House cl eani ng i s ver y si mpl e.  I  sweep t he f l oor and t hen 

I  dash a bucket of  wat er .  The f l oor dr i es qui ckl y now but I  shal l  

not do i t  i n wi nt er .  

The cook i n our r oom went to wor k at f our t hi s mor ni ng.  I t  

was st i l l  pi t ch dar k so he had to t ur n on t he l i ght .  Ever ybody 

wakes up I  hope we wi l l  get up on t i me f or br eakf ast .  

The COOK t akes a nap af t er l unch.  Unf or t unat el y a f r i end 

vi si t s us so I  must beg her to whi sper i n l ow voi ce I t  i s not 

ver y pl easant t o whi sper .  I  must ask my gi r l s to st ar y out door 

as much as t hey can but t hey compl ai n t he heat out door t hey 

come i n cont i nual l y to get t oys to pl ay.  I t  i s ver y annoyi ng to 

me to t hi nk t he gi r l s ar e di st ur bi ng t he cook' s nap.  I f  i t  i sn' t  



our gi r l s i t s t he l i t t l e nei ghbor boys,  about 10 i n a gr oup 

congr egat i ng under t he nor t h si de of  t he house yel l i ng and shout i ng.  

I  must ask t hem pol i t el y to be qui et .  I  f eel  sor r y f or t he 

chi l dr en and t he cook.  

Took my shower ar ound t hr ee p. m.  I t  i sn
f

t  ver y cr owded t hen.  

Our supper i s at 6 o
f

cl ock or somet i mes 10 or 15 mi nut es 

ear l i er .  

Af t er supper we do our house washi ng,  somehow i t  l ooks cl eaner 

t han j ust sweepi ng.  

We go t o cant een ar ound 7s30 o*cl ock to see i f  we can get cot -

t on goods our house dr ess wear s out f ast er her e so I  not i ce 

our shoe onl y l ast a mont h I  am wear i ng my t hi r d pai r s.  I n 

t he ci t y house shoe coul d l ast f r om 6 mont hs to 10 mont hs.  

The chi l dr en and gr own ups get hungr y ar ound 3 p. m.  We have 

a box of  cr acker and j am f r om t he cant een.  

I t  I s so war m I n bed the gi r l s want to st ay up l at e,  I  have 

t o use f or ce to make t hem sl eep.  I  wi sh I  had a cool er .  I t  

may hel p.  I  go to bed ar ound 11 p. m.  

Thur sday Sept .  1341c 

The mor ni ng ai r i s i nvi gor at i ng � wi shed i t  st ays t hat way 

r est of  t he day.  The ol der gi r l  i s a pr obl em to wake up.  I t  i s 

cool  ana j ust r i ght so she r at her st ay i n bed t hen goi ng to br eak-

f ast ,  

I  do my i r oni ng t hi s mor ni ng�I  am f or t unat e � si nce t hey l et 

onl y one I r on to a bui l di ng.  I  must be ver y caut i ous not to l et 

t he i r oni ng boar d squeek�t he cook i s i n bed yet .  



The ol der gi r l  goes to pi ano l esson f r om as SO t i l l  10s 30� 

a r el i ef  to me.  

The af t er noon I  do my mendi ng and sewi ng.  

The wat er came i n our bl ock Wednesday eveni ng the chi l dr en 

ar e al l  exci t ed cat chi ng per ch and l i t t l e baso.  Our bl ock r esembl e 

ci t y of  Veni ce.  At ni ght t he si ght i s f ar supr eme � the r ef l ect i on 

of  t he moon i s beaut i f ul  and ser ene.  Went to bed l at e.  

Fr i day Sept .  £5,  1942 

Go t o br eakf ast wi t h sweat er s on.  Gr adual l y t he weat her 

i s get t i ng agr eeabl e or we ar e get t i ng accust omed.  

We are not get t i ng f r ee soap now so 1 must buy some at t he 

cant een.  Do washi ng ever y mor ni ng�cl ot hs get di r t i er i n Post on.  

Took t he younger gi r l  t o dent i st f or ext r act i on.  She behaved ni cel y-

� t he ser vi ce was f r ee of  char ge.  

Our mess hal l  f ood i s get t i ng bet t er .  Have pl ent y meat s.  

Our r oom mat e has eat en somet hi ng di sagr eeabl e and i s vomi t -

i ng and she has l oose st ool  she hesi t at es t o use chamber and 

manages to go t o t he l at r i ne.  She i s r eal l y t oo weak t o wal k.  

I  know she wi l l  use t he chamber i f  she was t he onl y occupant of  t he 

apar t ment .  I  got some i ce f or her f r om t he ki t chen.  

Was busy al l  af t er noon nur si ng the si ck per son.  X am gl ad 

I  was abl e to be some hel p t o her .  

t oni ght i s our mot i on pi ct ur e ni ght .  The chi l dr en al l  t ake 

t hei r home made benches�i t i s ver y heavy.  Wi sh our canvas f ol di ng 

chai r s wer e not r ej ect ed at t he st at i on i n Los Angel es�cannot 

under st and why t hey di d not per mi t chai r s or f l at pi ece t o get on 

t r ai n.  Sur el y need a chai r ,  f ol di ng ki nd badl y; wher ever we go 
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we must car r y our own chai r s i f  i t  i s to be out door s.  Went t o 

hear Dr .  Mayber r y,  Dr .  Smi t h,  and r̂ .  ôi l i er on each occasi on 

X had to car r y my her vy bench�made of  di scar ded l umber i n Post on 

al t hough i t  i s bet t er t han not hi ng to si t .  

We al l  t ook shower af t er t he show.  I t  i s ver y cr owded,  so 

I  t ook mi ne ar ound 11: 30 p.m. 

Sat ur day Sept .  L6« 19 4£ 

Af t er br eakf ast and cl eani ng I  went to vi si t  f r i ends i n ot her 

bl ocks.  They are r at her f ar away f r om our s.  I t  i s cool er i n t he 

mor ni ng so t he vi si t i ng i s done dur i ng t he cool  hour r at her t han 

af t er noon.
 1 

I t  i s al most 11: 30 a. m.  so I  must dash back to my own bl ock � 

t o eat .  I  Know ext r a guest means l ess f or t hei r own bl ock f ol ks.  

The chi l dr en are get t i ng bad manner s so di f f i cul t  t o scol d 

t hem when t he coupl es are i n. They have no chi l d of  t hei r own so i t  

i s har d f or t hem to under st and.  The chi l dr en are get t i ng ver y 

spoi l ed � wi shed I  had apar t ment of  our own.  

The l i t t l e pl ay gr ound we have i s t oo smal l  f or al l  t he 

chi l dr en. Ther e ar e over 40 chi l dr en her e.  I  do not appr ove my gi r l s 

pl ayi ng wi t h boys�t hey do l ear n t hi ngs t hey shoul dn' t .  So I  have 

to ask gi r l s t o pl ay i n t he apar t ment .  I t  i s one of  t he wor st 

pr obl em when you are shar i ng one r oom.  

The gi r l s spend t he t i me kni t t i ng or pl ayi ng games.  They t i r e 

ver y soon�t hey are t oo ener get i c to st ay st i l l  I n one r oom apar t ment .  

Dur i ng t he af t r noon whi l e i t  I s scor chi ng hot t he gi r l s want 

t o go to t he canal  t o swi m,  I  must st op t hem f or f ear t he wat er may 

be eant aai nat ed.  



-10-

The house i s t oo cr owded for t he chi l dr en�i n or der to have 

qui et ness f or t he sake of  t he nei ghbor s I  make t he gi r l s go t o 

cant een whenever t hey ask.  I  know t hi s i s ver y wr ong af t er supper 

t hey wal k to l i br ar y.  X am ver y gl ad of  t hi s.  They wi l l  spend 

r est of  t he day r eadi ng.  We al so have J uni or mi ss i onar y�t hey 

st udy bi bl es and hymns af t er 8 p. m.  I t  i s a gr eat hel p.  I  wi sh 

al l  t he chi l dr en wel l  at t end.  We have hal f  Chr i st i an and hal f  

Buddhi st .  Ver y f ew Cat hol i cs.  

Sunday Sept .  27,  1348 

Thi s mor ni ng I  went to Cat hol i c mass f or t he f i r st t i me.  

I  f el t  st r ange and out of  pl aces si nce i t  di f f er so much f r om our 

Chr i st i an ser vi ce.  I  went t here i n gr at i t ude f or br i ngi ng us our 

packages f r om Los Angel es.  Fat her Cl ement i ne was her e t hi s Sunday.  

I  hear d Fat her Lsver y i s i n East t r yi ng to bui l d a Cat hol i c Chur ch 

f or t he Po' ston J apanese.  He i s doi ng hi s best to al l  J apanese 

r esi dent i n Post on non- Cat hol i c and Cat hol i c al i ke.  He f ur ni shes 

hi s ser vi ce of  br i ngi ng t he needed ar t i cl es and f oods on hi s 

weekl y t r i p.  I  cannot t hank hi m enough f or hi s gener ous and ki nd 

t hought s.  When my package was br ought t o me wi t h a bi g smi l e on 

hi s f ace I  f el t  so humbl e and happy�I  wi sh I  can do somet hi ng i n 

r et ur n.  

The gi r l s go t o Chr i st i an Sunday School  on Sunday and one 

f our t h of  t he bl ock peopl e go to Sunday ser vi ces so i t  i s unusual l y 

qui et on Sunday mor ni ng.  Ther e ar e t hr ee or f our ne?> f aces on 

Sunday.  They are t he t eacher s f r om our bl ock t eachi ng summer 

school  i n camp number k and camp number ¿5.  

Thi s mor ni ng f ew men vol unt eer ed and went to anot her bl ock 

f or t hi nni ng whi t e r sdi sh.  The cook sal t ed i t  end our bl ock f ol ks 
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enj oyed t he gr een f or supper .  

We have some i n our bl ocK.  but t hey are st i l l  t oo young.  Two 

or t hr ee men i s i n char ge of  veget abl e gr owi ng i n back of  al l  

bar r acks and t he f r ont par t i s done by i ndi vi dual  l i vi ng t her e, as 

cer t ai n f eet i s i l l ot ed to each apar t ment .  V>e had a bi g r adi sh 

but onl y had about ei ght ,  so we pl ant ed f ew mor e t hi s mor ni ng.  They 

wi l l  be eat abl e i n t hr ee weeks.  

We hang l aundr i es i n wash r oom.  Fr om t i me to t i me f ew cl ot hi ngs 

been s t ol en�good shi r t ,  J apanese ni ght gown and man' s pant .  Some 

cl ai m he must come f r om anot her bl ock.  They say qui t e a f ew are 

becomi ng desper at e i n need of  cash on wear i ng out t hei r ol d cl ot hs 
f  

and shoes.  I  r emember one pai r of  mans shoe di sappear ed f r om t he 

l at r i ne about mi dni ght .  Some ai d shoul d come to st op t hi s sad 

happeni ngs.  Whoever i t  i s,  I  know,  i s not doi ng i nt ent i onal l y.  

We have our own ni ght wat ch man so I  know ever yt hi ng i s i n 

or der at ni ght .  Thi ngs di sappear ed dur i ng day t i me.  X hear d ei t her 

when we ar e al l  at mess hal l .  

We have : i ade our own cur f ew�as&ed our r esi dent s to be qui et 

as possi bl e af t er 10 p. m.  si nce many of  t he f ol ks must get up 

4 or 5 i n t he mor ni ng.  But i t  i s so har d f or some f ol ks as t hey 

have been used to go to bed mi dni ght .  Somet i mes I  wi sh t hey wi l l  

segr egat e f ol ks i nt o t wo gr oups and put t he ear l y r i ser on ot her 

si de and t he l at e ones i n anot her .  

Monday Sept .  k,Q,  194E 

One di sadvant age I  f el t  i n l i vi ng wi t h anot her coupl e i s t hat 

she l oves t o wash t he f l oor ever y mor ni ng and eveni ngs.  The chi l d-

r en come i n and dl r t ys t he f l oor and i t  l ooks di r t i er and anot her 

t hi ng t he shoe get wet .  I  cannot t el l  her to st op.  I t  i s her 



onl y house i s as much as mi ne,  X wi sh we can al l  have t he apar t -

ment f or each f ami l y i nst ead of  shar i ng wi t h anot her .  

The l ady bought some candi es�she wi l l  al ways shar e v. l th us.  

I n r et ur n X buy f r ui t s and gi ve t hem hal f .  Thi s goes on and on.  

X t ol d t hem t hey need not do t hi s.  But bei ng i n same r oom t hi s 

i s i mpossi bl e on bot h si de.  I  know we do spend mor e t han we r eal l y 

shoul d.  X t hi nk t hi s pr act i ce shoul d st op ent i r el y- - j ust exchange 

t hi ngs when we have a sur pl us.  When t hey t r eat us I  have to go 

out of  my ways to r et ur n so I  do not car e to shar e r oom wi t h anot her 

par t y.  ±  donot want t o i nconveni ence the ot her par t y.  I f  we had 

bi g i ncome i t  i s anot her st or y.  

Our ki t chen st af f  i s ver y ami cal be gr oup�we ar e pr oud of  our 

mess hal l ,  ever yt hi ng i s I n or der .  The cooks even f ur ni sh t hei r 

own J apanese seasoni ng i n or der to pl ease us �we ar e ver y f or t unat e 

and gr at ef ul .  

Ther e are t wo or t hr ee ol d age agi t at or .  X f eel  sad t hey 

al ways pi ck on t he head peopl e,  namel y,  t he bl ock manager or counci l -

man.  *he maj or i t y i n our bl ock i s cooper at i ve,  i t  i s t he f ew who 

i nt er r upt s t he smoot h goi ng.  I  wonder i f  i t s wi se to put al l  t hese 

agi t at or s i nt o one bl ock.  

Today was el ect i on f or t he f i r st gener at i on counci l man.  The 

second gener at i on had no voi ce t oday.  Someho® we had a sad happen-

i ngs af t er t he r esul t .  I  do not wi sh to di scl ose her e.  

Tuesday Sept .  kd,  13i k.  

We came her e f our mont hs ago t oday.  So t he ki t chen st af f  

gave ever yone ext r a wi eni e and br ead�al l  i s smi l e especi al l y chi l dr en 

Ther e i s qui t e a f ew sad news i n our bl ock.  I  j ust hear d t oday 
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one of  our f r i end i s l i vi ng wi t h her mot her f at her - i n- l aws.  They 

cer t ai nl y want to move out .  She wi l l  be a ner vous br eak i f  t hi s i s 

goi ng to keep on.  For t he sake of  bot h par t i es I  hope t hey can 

have separ at e quar t er s.  

Anot her f ami l y had moved i nt o our bl ock somet i me ago.  I  hear d 

t he r eason t oday�t he par t y t hey wer e shar i ng was T. B.  pat i ent ,  

am af r ai d t her e are many cont agi ous di seases her e.  They are 

uar t er ed i n t he same r oom wi t h heal t hy r oom.  I f  possi bl e I  wi sh 

t he si ck per son wi t h desease such as T. B.  wi l l  be honest and t el l  

t he t r ut h,  bo we can segr egat e t hem.  I  wi sh t he doct or s wi l l  

gi ve mor e t hor ough exami nat i on to each per son i n Post on so we can 

el i mi nat e t he deseased f r om heal t hy ones.  

The mosqui t oes are pest er i ng us eachni ght .  The gi r l s are bi t t en 

wher ever i s exposed.  I  dl dn
T

t  br i ng any mosqui t o net s.  Ther e ar e 

qui t e a f ew wi t hout .  The par t y i n our apar t ment br ought t hei r s.  I  

bur ned a mosqui t oe i ncense but i t  i s di sagr eeabl e to our r oomer so 

I  hesi t at e to bur n anymor e.  The onl y sol ut i on i s to put on t he l i ght 

and cat ch t he mosqui t oes i n act i on,  but I  know cont i nual l y put t i ng 

on tri e l i ght di st ur bs our r oam mat e wi shed I  had separ at e apar t ment .  

At t he l ast meet i ng I  hear d some one asked to do somet hi ng 

about mosqui t oes�I  don' t know how you can cont r ol  i t .  I  wi sh t he 

W. R. A.  woul d f ur ni sh us wi t h oi l  of  cl t r onel ,  i t  wi l l  hel p.  Bur n-

i ng dr i ed or ange peel  i s anot her pr obl em you have to consi der 

ot her s as I t  gi ves t oo i uch smoke and gi ve peopl e a choki ng sensat i on.  

I n a f ew weeks we wi l l  al l  have enough of  cer t ai n ki nds of  

veget abl es.  Looki ng gr een al l  over I  t hi nk J apanese are r eal l y a. 

good f ar mer .  Our bl ocK consi st s of  al l  ci t y peopl e except one f ar mer s 

f ami l y.  



Ri ght i n our bl ock t her e i s one mi ddl e age coupl e shar i ng 

r oom wi t h a ver y young di vor cee her br ot her and f at her .  She i s 

ver y moder n and soci abl e.  She br i ngs i n her young gi r l f r i ends and 

pr act i ce new Post on dance st eps.  The mi ddl e coupl e are ver y qui et 

t ype and t he husband 

i s si ck per son � Ther e i s al ways a bi g f i ght 

and quar r el  because t he wi f e under st ands the younger set and i s t oo 

l i ni ent t o her r oom mat e.  Now t he wi f e and husband i s separ at ed 

j ust because of  t he r oom mat e.  I t  i sn' t  t he f aul t of  nei t her si de 

mer el y because t he ext r eme are put i n some apar t ment ,  i  wi fe t he 

coupl e wi l l  be abl e to have t hei r own r oom.  The poor wi f e wi l l  

be a ner vous wr eck.  Ever yt hi ng wi l l  wor k out t he f i r st f ew weeks 
but you cannot l i ve i n our condi t i on i n har mony f or any l onger 

a 

t han/  year .  Ther e are many di sput es j ust unavoi dabl e.  For t he 

sake of  f r i endshi p and f r om t he st and poi nt of  heal t h t hi s i s a 

ver y poor ar r angement to have t o l i ve i n one r oom.  

At seven my r oom mat e and I  went to vi si t  a si ck per son and 

al so mot her of  a new bor n baby at t he Post on Gener al  Hospi t al .  The 

hospi t al  i s kept cool .  I  hat e t o l eave t he hospi t al .  Ever yt hi ng 

seem to be r unni ng i n or der .  

On t he way back we st opped at our f r i ends.  Thi s apar t ment 

i s shdr ed by 3 f ami l i es of  si x adul t s f i r st ana second gener at i on.  

One of  t he gi r l  cannot get al ong wel l  wi t h t he f i r st gener at i on coupl c 

Ever yt hi ng she does seems opposi t e to what t he ol der coupl e want s 

to do t her ef or e a f r i ct i on exi st .  They ar e not i n speaki ng t er ms,  

- ¿ade me f eel  unhappy si nce I  know bot h wel l .  

X wi sh ever ybody wi l l  go hal f  way to make har mony and to make 

a mor e happy nei ghbor s.  
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Osual l y eveni ngs we si t  out door t i l l  sl eepi ng t i me,  

Wednesday Sept ,  30 

Bel t unusu
a l l

y
 C0

° X�had my sweat er t i l l  al most l unch t i me.  

Br ought home one br eakf ast f or ol der gi r l .  She has a sl i ght 

col d�t hought i t  wi ser to l et her r emai n i n bed l onger .  

Tr i ed to t each gi r l s some school  l esson,  but t hey do not get 

i n t o t he mood of  st udyi ng.  Must wai t . ti l l  r eal l y school  st ar t s.  

I  must do my washi ng�no soaps at t he bl ock manager s of f i ce 

so must hust l e to t he cant een.  I t  cost pl ent y�as I  must use pl ent y 

soap to get t he washi ng cl ean.  

I  di dn
1

t  br i ng my own br oom so I  am busy r unni ng baCA and 

f or t h t o bor r ow one f r om t he of f i ce � My wash boar d was al so 

r ej ect ed at t he s t at i on�so I  must r un i n and out t he of f i ce.  X 

do not car e to buy one now si nce my ol d one i s i n s t or age�i t may 

come event ual l y�X hope soon.  

I n bui l di ng7 i n our bl ock t her e i s one f ami l y of  seven,  t he 

el der l y par ent s and 5 bi g gr own up chi l dr en.  The chi l dr en are al l  

act i ve i n di f f er ent f i el ds�al l  t he f r i ends come f or a conf er ence 

or anot her .  The r oom i s wel l  cr owded.  The mot her compl ai ned and 

sai d wi shed she had a r oom of  her own.  The mat t er t he chi l dr en 

di scuss seems to be I mpor t ant so she cannot chase t hem out - - she 

onl y want s ext r a r oom.  

Today t he men f ol ks are t al ki ng about havi ng wr est l i ng t eam 

i n our bl ock.  

Basebal l  f ans ar e l i st eni ng i n r adi o.  

I  am cont empl at i ng I n get t i ng j ob when school  opens.  
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Sept ember 23,  1942 
"ednesday mor ni ng 

Bang,  bang,  bang,  went t he mess hal l  bel l  and once agqi n 

t he begi nni ng of  our day was announced.  Rack home i t  was t he 

canner y whi st l e and at school  i t  was t he good ol d al ar m cl ock,  

but her e we are st ar t ed on our day by the cl angi ng of  t he mess 

hal l  bel l .  Seven i n a smal l  r oom and al l  get t i ng up at t he same 

t i me cr eat es a har dsni p on our one mi r r or ,  one bot t l e of  hai r 

oi l ,  t wo combs,  and one door way.  I t  seems as t hough ever yone 

i s t r yi ng t o use t he same ohi ng at t he same t i me.  Of  cour se 

t hi s r ush i s f or one pur pose�t o get to t he mess hal l  bef or e 

br eakf ast ser vi ng i s di scont i nued.  I mmedi at el y upon ar i si ng,  

we cl ot he our sel ves and dash t o t he l at r i ne t o wash our f aces 

and br ush our t eet h.  Ther e we meet t he r egul ar gang *"ho al l  

wake up wi t h t he cl angi ng of  t he mess gong.  The ear l i er ones 

are al r eady r et ur ni ng f r om t he mess hal l  and gi ve us t he us-

ual  advi ce�" bet t er hur r y up bef or e t he cook t hr ows i t  out . " 

Sl eepi l y r ut t i ng our cl ot hes on,  r ushi ng t o t he l at r i ne 

t o cl ean up,  dashi ng back t o the apar t ment t o r et ur n our t oot h-

br ush and to comb our nai r ,  and now we are r eady t o eat br eak-

l ast .  Fat her ,  Mot her ,  and Si st er seem t o have a knack oi '  beat -

i ng t he l our of  us to t he mess hal l  ever y mor ni ng.  So i t  i s 

a r egul ar pr ocessi on t he t hr ee go f i r st ,  and t he I pur boys of  

t he f ami l y go t r udgi ng t o t he mess hal l  some t en mi nut es l at er .  

Thi s pr ocedur e has been goi ng on f or t he past f our mont hs- - some-

t i mes t he boys get t her e f i r st ,  but t hat i s ver y r ar e.  Mot her ,  

Fat her ,  and Si st er eat at on  ̂ t abl e- - wi t h t he ol der peor l e.  The 

f our of  us eat at anot her t abl e- - wi t h younger r»eopl e who are al l  
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mal es.  We al ways meet t he same peopl e at t he same t abl e and 

seem t o have the same r emar ks t o say about t he f ood.  "Pan-

cakes agai n�Gads ,  I
!

m get t i ng t i r ed of  t he same t hi ng" �or ,  

"What l ousy cof f ee I " 

So t he pr el ude to t hi s manuscr i pt has been gi ven and I  

now f i nd mysel f  si t uat ed bef or e t he t ypewr i t er to r ecor d t he 

happeni ngs and t he uhought s f or t he day.  My Lhr ee br ot her s 

are si t t i ng on t he bench out si de and baski ng i n t he war m mor -

ni ng sunl i ght �t he f our t h boy i s t ypi ng t hi s l i t t l e paper .  Fa-

t her i s al r eady r eedi ng t he week ol d paper �he c3a i ms t hat i t  

gi ves hi m pr act i ce i n Engl i sh as wel l  as up- t o- t he- mi nut e news.  

Mot her and si st er are cl eani ng up t he r oom ( what l i t t l e t her e 

i s) ,  maki ng t he beds,  dust i ng t he shel ves,  and ar e r r epar i ng 

t o do t he day' s wash.  

The pr ecedi ng t hr ee par agr aphs are r er e t ed seven days cf  

t he ween,  wi t n t he except i on of  washi ng on Sunday.  

Ver y l i t t l e happens i n t he mor ni ng so I  shal l  cease my 

r ambl i ngs and
 O

o t o wor k.  

Wednesday eveni ng- -

Wow,  i t  was a hot day.  I  can under st and why t he I ndi ans 

are so sl ow and easy goi ng i n t hei r l i vi ng.  I n t hi s heat i t  

j ust doesn' t pay t o exer t your sel f  f ul l  speed.  

Thi s t ypi ng i s r eal l y i mposi ng on t he nei ghbor s,  t he f ami l y,  

and my t i me,  but f or t he sake of  Soci ol ogi cal  Resear ch,  I  shal l  

car r y on.  Gome to t hi nk about i t ,  why shoul d t hi s t ypi ng be 

an i mposi t i on on t he f ami l y and t he nei ghbor s? When I  was at 
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school  and when I  was home,  I  coul d t ype f ar i nt o the ni ght 

and nobody wcu I d compl ai n.  Thi s i s supposed t o be our home� 

so why can' t I  t ype as l at e as I  want and as l oud as I  want ? 

I  guess I  coul d do t hese t hi ngs i f  I  di dn' t cor e about my f el -

l ow evacuee' s opi ni on of  me and my i nf er nal  machi ne,  " el l ,  i t  

doesn' t t ake a Sher l ock Hol mes t o di agnose t he cause f or my 

r el uct ance t o t ype so l at e i n t he ni ght .  

I n t he l i r st pl ace I  nad a r oom ox'  m
d
 own at school  and 

at home.  And secondl y,  t he wal l s wer e j ust a t r i f l e t hi cker 

t han t he wal l s w. i i ch par t i t i on t he apar t ment s i n post on.  And 

t hi r dl y,  t her e was a l i t t l e mor e pr i vacy t nan we have her e.  

I n t hi s moder n day and age,  I sn' t  i t  a l i t t l e backwoodi sh t o 

be l i vi ng seven t o a r oom? ( You mi ght as wel l  i ncl ude t he nei -

ghbor s who l i ve i n apar t ment A and C- - t hey can hear ever yt hi ng 

we say and can see ever yt hi ng t hey want i f  t hey t ook t he t r oubl e 

t o peek t hr ough t he ûar t er i nch cr acks i n t he wal l  whi ch ser ve 

as par t i t i ons. )  I sn' t  t he car mpi ng of  seven t o one r oom sl i ght -

l y on the pr i nci pl e whi ch soci ol ogi st s are f i gnt i ng agai nst ? 

I sn
1

t  t hi s an excel l ent way t o br eak down t he mor al s of  t he J a-

panese peopl e? Wer en' t t hese bar r acks i nt ended f or si ngl e nen 

as t he r equi r ement s are f or sol di er s and not f or f ami l y uni t s? 

Al l  t hese quest i ons can be answer ed by the si mpl e t nr ee l et t er ed 

wor d�" yes" .  These ar en' t al l  t he quest i ons t hat I  have i n my 

cr ani um,  but some t hat j ust popped up as 1 wr i t e.  

And why can' t t hey i mpr ove t hi s si t uat i on? ^
r

el l ,  I  don' t 

know how t hey woul d sol ve al l  t he pr obl ems,  but I  know of  one 
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t hey coul d sol ve.  To begi n wi t h,  t her  ̂ «r e seven per sons i n 

our apar t ment and i t  doesn' t t ake a mat hemat i ci an t o f i gur e t hat 

t her e are about t hr ee t oo many i n t he r oom.  Not t hat 1 want 

t o di spose of  t hr ee member s of  t he f ami l y,  but j ust l ooki ng at 

t he f i gur es I  w<_-uld say t hat one r oom i s j ust about r i ght f or 
\  

f our per sons.  I n t he ot her t hr ee apar t ment s i n our bar r ack,  

t her e are t wo i n A,  t wo i n C,  and f our i n apar t ment i n D.  Ei ght 

i n t hr ee apar t ment s and seven i n one apar t ment .  The r at i o,  I  

woul d say,  i s not accor di ng to democr at i c cal cul at i ons.  Why 

can' t t he Housi ng depar t ment do somet hi ng about t hi s? I  know 

t her e are pl ent y of  cases l i ke our s�and t hey are goi ng unans-

wer ed.  J ust acr oss t he yar d t her e i s one f ami l y wi t h seven� 

but t hey have two r ooms.  i s t hi s f ai r ? Al so i n the same bar -

r ack,  t her e i s anot her f ami l y�and t hey,  t oo,  have t wo r ooms.  

el l ,  I ' l l  qui t her e,  but my at t i t ude on t he subj ect i s get t i ng 

mor e and mor e di sgust ed as t he days go by.  

Unt i l  a coupl e of  weeks ago,  apar t ment A was unoccupi ed.  

We made an appl i cat i on t o use t he unoccupi ed r oom- - but the 

Housi ng depar t ment i nf or med us t hat t hi s r o m̂ was want ed by 

anot her f ami l y- - and ver y ur gent l y,  f then t ney put t he r ej ect i on-

of  our appl i cat i on such a way,  we coul dn' t say anyt hi ng.  We 

f i gur ed t hat ei t her i t  woul d be a l ar ge f ami l y or t hat t hey woul d 

have r el at i ves or cl ose f r i ends her e i n t hi s camp ( t hey moved 

f r om Gamp i n) .  The case hapr ened t o be cal cul at ed wr ong i n 

bot h cases f or t hi s f ami l y happened t o be as smal l  as coul d pos-

si bl y be ( t wo) and t hey di d not have any r el at i ves and ver y f ew 

f r i ends her e.  ( Come t o t hi r k of  i t ,  maybe I  shoul d t yr e as l oud 
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as I  can j ust f or spi t e. )  Lat er i  f ound out t hat t hi s f ami l y 

was br ought I nt o t hi s camp because one of  t he admi ni st r at or s 

r ecommended t hat t hey be moved her e.  So you see,  pet t y pol i t i cs 

comes bef or e the sat i sf act i on of  a bi ol ogi cal  need.  

Vei l ,  t hi s mor ni ng ±  si gned of f  and went t o wor k.  At the 

of f i ce I  put i n my r out i ne dumber of  hour s,  came home f or l unch,  

r et ur ned t o wor k,  and t hen came home f or di nner agai n.  The day 

was ver y unevent f ul .  

The f ami l y has a pecul i ar habi t ,  but one whi ch I  t hi nk I s 

ver y benef i ci al  i n keepi ng t he f - mi i y t oget her .  Bef or e l unch 

and di nner ,  we al l  gat her i n our t wo by f our r oom and t al k a 

whi l e bef or e goi ng t o eat .  Al l  f our of  us who are wor ki ng man-

age t o get home a f ew mi nut es bef or e eat i ng t i me.  I  don' t know 

how many f ami l i es do t hi s consci ousl y or unconsci ousl y,  but I  

r eal l y t hi nk t hat t hi s i s one way of  seepi ng t he f ami l y t oge-

t her .  

Af t er di nner I  sat on t he st eps of  t he empt y men' s bar r ack 

and sl ung t he bul l  wi t h a young mi ni st er .  He i nvi t ed me t o 

pr ayer meet i ng,  but I  t ol d hi m t hat I  was not I n the mood f or 

spi r i t ual  upl i f t i ng t oni ght .  As we sat t her e conver si ng,  a 

l i t t l e bunch of  young r uf f i ans f r om t hi s bl ock came t o j oi n us.  

Bef or e l ong t ow of  t hem wer e f i ght i ng and r ai si ng t he du- t i n 

gust y vol umes.  i t  t ook t he t wo of  us t o separ at e t hem and keep 

t hem f r om goi ng at i t  agai n.  The cause of  t he scuf f l e was un-

det er mi ned,  but I  suspect t hat i t  was anot her one put on f or our 

benef i t .  Thi s same bunch al ways seems t o come ar ound f or a vi si t  

and they al ways seem to
 6

et i n a l i t t l e scuf f l e.  Wel l ,  t he t wo 
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of  us t al ked about not hi ng i n gener al �j ust a r egul ar bul l  se-

ssi on.  

' f t er dar kness had set t l ed,  I  cai ne home to wr i t e a coupl e 

of  l et t er s t hat shoul d have been answer ed weeks ago.  I  f ound 

Mot her st udyi ng her Engl i sh l esson.  She was havi ng some di f f i -

cul t y wi t h t he use of  pr eposi t i ons i n t he sent ences.  Del ng a 

nobl e soul ,  I  st ar t ed t o assi st her and f ound t hat JL had f or -

got t en al l  t he wonder f ul  r ul es I  had l ear ned back i n my good 

ol d gr ammar school  days.  "
r

e st r uggl ed t hr ough t he l esson some-

how,  but I
f

m af r ai d she i s mor e mi xed up of  t he "-hol e af f ai r 

t han she was when she st ar t ed.  af t er t he Engl i sh l esson was 

di sposed of ,  ±  began the t edi ous t ask of  wr i t i ng i n,  nogl ecuod 

cor r espondence.  I  f i ni shed ar ound t en o' cl ock,  much t o my 

ast oni shment .  

I  t hought of  t aki ng a shower ,  but t he wat er seemed t o di s-

appear ever yt i m© I  went to t he shower r oom.  Guess t he wat er 

was pl ayi ng hi de and seek wi t h me.  As I  wai t ed ar ound f or t he 

wat er t o st ar t agai n,  my br ot her s r et ur ned f r om t hei r r ound of  

vi si t i ng.  So t hi s t i me t he f our of  us went i n a gr oup and st or med 

t he r l ace.  Sheer number s must have f r i ght ened t he wat er syst em 

f or t he wat er came gushi ng f or t h wi t h r emar kabl e ^
r e g 3 u r e > 

By t he t i me we got out of  t he shower s,  t he r est of  t he 

f ami l y was al r eady as l eep�and bef or e l ong we wer e al so i n bed.  

Suddenl y I  r eal i zed t hat I  had a dut y t o per f or m- - so 1 got of f  

my f eat her - - r at her my hay f i l l ed mat t r ess,  dust ed of f  t hi s con-

t r apt i on and st ar t ed t o pound away,  i ne f i r st f ew pl unks br ought 

a st or m of  shout s f r om
 M

y br ot her s who want ed to go t o sl eep.  
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But wi t h t he cour age of  a Spar t an,  I  have t yped a f ew pages.  

And now,  I  t hi nk I  have deser ved a ni ce,  l ong s l eep�don' t 

you? So unt i l  t omor r ow mor ni ng and the mess gong,  I  bi d you 

adi eu.  

p. s.  I  wonder i f  t hi s i s what you want ed.  Wel l ,  I ' l l  kno  ̂

when you r ead i t .  
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The usual  mor ni ng act i vi t i es are goi ng on�not much t o 

wr i t e about .  At the br eakf ast t abl e we had a l i vel y di scuss-

i on on t he mat t er of  honeydews t hat we h«d f or br eakf ast .  One 

f el l ow cont ended t hnt honeydews wer e pl ant ed t he f i r st year 

and t he cr ops hnr vest ed t he second y âr .  A number of  us di s-

agr eed wi t h hi m and t hought t hat t he cr o- s wer e har vest ed t he 

same year t hey wer e pl ant ed.  We ar gued ar ound and ar ound,  and 

f i nal l y asked a f ar mer of  some r eput e what he t hought was the 

usual  pr ocedur e f or r ai si ng honeydews.  He subst ant i at ed our 

st at ement so t he ar gument was set t l ed.  ( The honeydew was del i -

ci ous.  )  

Thi s mor ni ng I  met an ol d I ssei  gent l eman who speaks f l u-

ent Engl i sh.  I  hear d t hat hi s son was l eavi ng on a wor k f ur -

l ough i n t he near f ut ur e so I  asked hi m what he t hought of  

peopl e l eavi ng on f ur l oughs at a t i me l i ke t hi s.  He sai d t hat 

i t  was okay,  but t hat i t wna ki nd of  l nt e t o be goi ng out on 

wor k f ur l oughs.  He sai d t h«t he r ecei ved a l et t er f r om Col o-

r ado�and t he f i r st wi nt er snows had al r eady f al l en.  He sai d 

t hat Cal i f or ni ans wer e not accl i mat ed t o col d,  snowy wi nt er s 

and mi ght suf f er as a r esul t .  He r ecommended t hat i t  woul d 

be mor e advi sabl e t o l eave i n t he spr i ng of  next year ana wor k 

unt i l  t he mi ddl e of  uct ober or i xr bL of  November .  

Fat her has t o go see t he doct or t hi s mor ni ng to see i f  

hi s Pal sey i s any bet t er .  He hat es the l ong wal k t ot he hos-

pi t al ,  but si nce t her e are no t r anspor t at i on f aci l i t i es,  he he s 
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to r el y on hi s t wo l egs f or t r anspor t at i on,  Wel l ,  doct or ' s 

f ees are l ow so he has not hi ng t o wor r y about �t hat i s f r om 

t he f i nanci al  angl e.  

Wel l ,  my br ot her s have l ef t f or wor k so I  guess I  bet t er 

get goi ng�af t er al l ,  I  have t o ear n my si at een bucks a mont h.  

Thur sday eveni ng- -

J ust came home f r om a bal l  game.  Our bl ock r l ayed t he 

nei ghbor i ng bl ock and came out on the shor t end of  t he scor e.  

Qui t e a har d game t o l ose si nce we wer e l eadi ng unt i l  t he l ast 

i nni ng.  A home r un br ought i n t he wi nni ng r un.  The whol e 

f ami l y i s out si de si t t i ng on cur one and onl y bench and on t he 

st eps.  I t ' s ki nd of  war m i n t he r oom t oni ght .  Rat ner t han st ay 

up l at e t oni ght ,  1 t hought I  woul d suf f er t he heat and t ype out 

t hi s r epor t .  These bugs � t hey get me sor e.  Maybe we bet t er 

i nvest par t of  our next moht h' s pay on some wi ndow scr een.  I  

wonder i f  t he pr i or i t i es have put a st op t ot he sel l i ng of  wi n-

dow scr eens�hope not .  

"
v

hy can' t t he W. R. A.  r ut up wi ndow scr eens f or us? They 

put t hem on t he wi ndows of  t he mess hal l s�why not r,
u
t  t hem on 

t he wi ndows of  our bar r acks? Anot her one of  t hose t hi ngs that 

wi l l  go unanswer ed f or a l ong t i me.  

As I  was comi ng home f r om wor k t oday,  1 not i ced t hat 

bungal ows near t he hospi t al  wer e be n̂g f ur ni shed wi t h some 

hi gh- cl ass f ur ni t ur e.  They t al k about maki ng t hi s t own as de-

mocr at i c as possi bl e,  yet t hey pul l  one boner af t er anot her .  

The Caucasi ans are gi ven ni ce homes wi t h st oves,  cool er s,  ni c e 

f ur ni t ur e,  and pr i vat e bat hi ng f aci l i t i es.  A hundr ed yar ds a-



1 
|  r ; .  

Thur sday eveni ng- -

way you 1' l nd t he same ci t i zens of  t he uni t ed St at es- - di f f  <- nrg 

onl y i n ski n ool or �yet t hey are gi ven a si ngl e r oom t hat m̂ st 

serve any' her e f r om t wo t o ei ght per sons,  a common l at r i ne 

no f ur ni t ur e what soever ot her t han a cot ,  and cool er s are some-

t i mes pr esent i f  t he r esi dent s have t he money t o buy cool er s.  
i s 

I  wonder i f  t hi s/ car r yi ng out t he pol i ci es of  rtemocrncy? I  

t hi nk not .  I  don' t see how t he peopl e "*ho J  i ve i n t hese f a-

mi l y dwel l i ngs can gi ve t al ks on t he t o î c of  democr acy and st i l l  

f eel  j ust i f i ed i n t hei r t al ks,  I  asked a war ehouse f el l ow i f  

t hi s f ur ni t ur e was comi ng t hr ough t hei r depar t ment �and he sai d 

yes.  Anot her f el l ow whu i s wor ki ng i n t he war ehouses al so t ol d 

me t hat one Caucasi an per son came i nt o t ne war ehouse and want ed 

a cer t ai n col or of  f ur ni t ur e because hi s r ug was of  a cer t ai n 

col or .  And on t op of  t hat ,  t hi s pi ece of  f ur ni t ur e happened 

to be i n t he back of  t he r oom and bel ow a l ot of  ot her st or ed 

goods maki ng i t  ver y di f f i cul t  t o get at .
 r

el l ,  maybe t hey 

are r at i onal i zi ng some way or t he ot her - - but I  can' t see t hei r 

poi nt i n bei ng so par t i cul ar .  

Ri ght af t er di nner I  was t al ki ng t o my si st er about hi gh 

school .  Si nce school  i s st ar t i ng wi t hi n a f ew days,  she was 

cl amor i ng f or a t abl e t o st udy on.  Thi s i s l egi t i mat e demand,  

but t he pr ospect of  anot her t abl e i n our al r eady cl ust er ed up 

r oom makes me see spot s bef or e my eyes.  Seven peopl e wi t h al l  

t hei r per sonal  bel ongi ng pl us a l ot or home made f ur nl t i r e�wel l ,  

I  j ust don' t see how we can manage anot her t abl e.  Poor ki d,  she 

wi l l  have t o st udy under condi t i ons t hat wi l l  make al most i m-

possi bl e t o do good wor k.  I  don' t know t he condi t i ons i n t he 
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ot her f ami l i es,  but I  wonder i f  t he housi ng depar t ment t ake 

i nt o consi der at i on t he f act t hat a st udent goi ng to school  

must have some pr i vacy t o concent r at e.  And wi t h seven peopl e 

i n one r oom,  i t  i s an i mpossi bi l i t y.  

I  wonder how t he war i s comi ng al ong? Last t i ne I  saw 

> a newspaper was Sunday.  Af t *r comi ng her e to camp,  I  l ost al l  

i nt er est i n what i s goi ng on out si de of  t hi s camp.  I t  s- ems 

t hat l i f e i s j ust f or t he r es ent - - l et t he f ut ur e t ake car e 

of  i t sel f .  I  hear d over t he r adi o t hat t hey are r unni ng shor t 

of  cannon f odder .  Mayoe t hey wi l l  cal l  sue�I ' m 1A i n t he Ar my 

( or ara I  4C?) .  I  j ust got a l et t er f r om my br ot her who i s i n 

t he ar my and he sai d t hat t her e i s t al k of  a possi bi l i t y of  be-

i ng sent acr oss t o t he war f r ont .  He has been i t chi ng t o get 

i nt o t he f r acas�he sai d he mi ght as wel l  make use of  hi s t r ai n-

i ng�no use t r ai ni ng f or so many weeks and t hen end up doi ng 

l at r i ne wor k,  K.  P.  dut y,  r oad det ai l  and t he l i ke.  J ust bef or e 

t he war he had a chance of  bei ng pr omot ed,  but no-  he hasn' t 

a Chi naman' s chance. of  bei ng r ai sed�al t hough he h- s been t hr ough 

col Dege.  Too bad he hns t he wr ong genes i n hi s- syst em�i f  he 

had t he r i ght ones and wi t h hi s col l ege t r ai ni ng he mi ght be 

somet hi ng besi des a buck r î vat e.  I  guess he woul dn' t t r ade 

hi s her edi t y f or anyt hi ng i n t he wor l d�even i f  he di d have 

t he chance of  get t i ng a coupl e of  st r i pes on hi s uni f or m.  

I  wonder what i s goi ng t o happen t o t he upsi de down wor l d 

of  our s? Looks l i ke human ci vi l i zat i on j ust can' t get away f r om 

t he bar bar i c pr act i ces of  shoot i ng each ot her .  Long t i me ago 

t hey wer e cont ent t o ki l l  each ot her i n smal l  number s - now we 
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Wednesday eveni ng� 

do i t  i n whol esal e l ot s.  Wel l ,  I  guess we have t he di st i nct i on 

of  bei ng t he f i r st gr oup to meet a f or ced evacuat i on due t o 
a 

t he whi ms of / f ew exci t ed pol i t i ci ans.  Shucks,  we coul d be 

back home r ai si ng f ood f or vi ct or y�i nst ead we are l i vi ng i n 

t  i s pl ace.  

Food f or vi ct or y.  That ,  i s t he cr y of  t he bi g shot s i n 

ashi ngt on.  "et t hr ough the magni f i cent ef f or t ? of  a f ew un-

educat ed pol i t i ci ans,  t hey have moved «bo >t f i f t y t housand of  

t he not i on' s f i nest f ar mer s to a r l ace - her e t hey can' t do any-

t hi ng but renj ai n i dl e.  Yes si r ,  even 1 coul d oe r ai si ng a f ew 

beans and a r e,  pot at oes a l ot bet t er t han a l ot of  t he "Sun-

day" f ar mer s ho t ook over th t r ack f r̂ ms.  1 near that the 

pr i co of  t r uck pr o due» i s so i i l ĥ t hat a l ot of  peopl e can' t 

af f or d t o pur chase the.  st uf f .  Made me l augh when the newspa-

per ? sai d t nat a cer t ai n pol i t i ci an f r om oeoraraento want ed 

t he J aps back i n Cal  f or ni a t o nar v«st cr ooa.  Ki ck us of f  

our f ar ms �t hen ask us t o com« b*ck and nar vesu er or a .90 t hat 

someone el se can r ake-  i n t he pr of i t s.  I  wonder i f  he t hi hks 

we are a bunoh of  dumb ear s to t ake such r ot .  l ie doesn' t have 

t o wor r y �e wi l l  r ai se more t hsn our share of  t he cr or s i n 

t hese rel ocat i on, - ! cent er s and we wi l l  do our share of  har vest -

i ng cr ops i n ot her st at es,  but ±  hope t o ni gh heaven _ e
w l L t

 and 

the r est won' t al l ow us t o r et ur n to Cal i f or ni a unt i l  t he war 

i s over .  .*nd i f  t hey do al l ow us to r et ur n� j .  nope t hey al l ow 

us to r et ur n as f r ee Amer i cans t o engage i n pr i vat e ent er pr i ses 

agai n,  ahd to pr oduce f ood f or vi ct or y once agai n.  ( I s t hi s a 

pi pe dr eam?) 
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Th© whol e f ami l y I s i n t he mansi on of  our s now.  *hey are 

t al ki ng about t he heat and wonder i ng when cool  weat her i s comi ng 

b° ck agai n.  " e j ust t ore our home made cool er down dur i ng tire 

l ast cool  spel l �and now t her e i s agi t at i on to r e- i nst al l  i t .  

i f  t hi s war m weat her keeps ur ,  we wi l l  have to t ak* the cool er 

of f  t h  ̂ r af t er s and r ut her t o wor k s?ai n.  El ect r i ci t y i s 

cheap- - i t  mi ght not be a bad i dea t o use t he cool er agai n.  

I  wonder what 1 am goi ng to use f or t he const r uct i on of  

t he t abl e.  1 f eel  t he urge ox'  l i f t i ng a l ew pi eces of  l umber 

r i si ng wi t hi n me.  Wood i s about as scar ce as hen t eet h.  The 

gover nment ougnt to gi ve us l umber to bui l d our f ur ni t ur e�or 

el se gi ve us some f ur ni t ur e.  I  j ust as soon have t he l umber � 

t hen t he f ur ni t ur e woul d mat ch t he r est of  t he j unk we have i n 

t he r oom.  

I  bl owed Anot her day' s wages at t he cant een t oday.  Money 

cer t ai nl y doesn' t l ast ver y l ong wi t h me.  I  bought some canned 

f r ui t  f or t he whol e f ami ] y- - and when I  f i gur ed up how much I  

had spent ,  I  f ound t '  at my whol e day' s ef f or t s had been gi ven 

t o t he cant een.  I  wonder when the cant een i s goi ng to be t ur ned 

over t o t he coop movement .  1 bel i eve i n t he cooper at i ve move-

ment ,  but t hi s i s one t i me when i  don' t bel i eve i n i t .  Why 

not l et wel l  enough al one.  The cant een was i mpr ovi ng as t he 

days r ol l ed by and now t hey want t o conver t i t  i nt o a cooper a-

t i ve st or e.  I  can' t see any advant ages i n t he syst em.  Oh,  j es,  

you coul d enumer at e a l ot of  t hem,  but we ar en' t goi ng t o be 

her e f or ever .  By t he t i me you get t he peopl e her e educat ed to 

t he ways of  cooper at i ve ent er pr i ses,  we wi l l  be l eavi ng t hi s 

pl ace.  And I  t hi nk a l ot of  t he l eader s of  t he coop - movement 
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f ai l ed to r eal i ze how i ndi vi dual i st i c t he J apanese peopl e ar e.  

A l ot of  coops have been st ar t ed among t he J apanese,  but most 

f ai l ed due to t he uncooper at i ve nat ur e of  t he member s.  Looks 

l i ke we wi l l  have t o go t hr ough anot her st age of  hi e;h pr i ces,  

di or gani zed management ,  r et t y bi cker i ngs,  mud cl i ngi ng by the 

l s êi  and t he Ni sei ,  anat goni sm by t ho ê - ho do not bel i eve 

i n t he conver si on,  di ssat i sf act i on by the chr oni c r anks,  and 

a l ot of  j r opaganda l ect ur e' s to conver t t he hol d out s.  

Two year s a ô t oday my Aunt di ed.  And by l uck my Uncl e was 

evacuat ed to t hi s camp.  ±  don' t knuw what ki nd of  a r i t ual  i t  

i s,  but he gave us a bunch of  canned ôods and asked us t o i n-

dul ge i n i t .  I t  i s cal l ed t he "san- kai - ki " or somet hi ng t hat 

sounds l i ke t hat .  Si nce t he f ami l y ar e Buddhi st s,  t hey do not 

eat meat or f i sh�onl y veget abl es f or a whi l e.  Yup,  I  r emember 

t he day t hey had t he f uner al .  I  was i n col l ege � and I  had t o 

cut an "Rngl i sh exam.  The r r of  t hought t h t̂  T was maki ng an 

excuse t o get out of  t aki ng t he exam so he woul dn' t l et me t ake 

a make up exam.  Guess t h<t excuse must have been used by some 

one el se bef or e me- - shoul d have t hought ur somet hl  g more or i -

gi nal  .  

They guy next door i s bel l er i n  ̂ ni s l un ŝ uut .  He must 

t hi nk he i s anot her J onn Char l es l homas t he way he i s si nki ng.  

I  wi sh he woul d t ur n i t  of x- - ver y i r r i t at i ng to my audi t or y sys-

t em.  

Got i nvol ved i n a l ong di scussi on wi t h my younger brot her 

who want s to go to col l ege.  Bef or e evacuat i on he was wr i t i ng 

t o col l ege and at t empt i ng t o f i nd a col l ege t hat woul d accept 

hi m.  He f ound a number of  col l eges- - but the cur f ew went i nt o 
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ef f ect and i t  was i mpossi bl e t o go out .  Af t er we got i nt o camp,  

he l et t he St udent Rel ocat i on Commi t t ee handl e t he pr obl em.  Looks 

l i ke we t r ust ed t he Commi t t ee t oo much and di dn' t do enough on 

our par t .  I f  he had cont i nued t o -̂ork on i t  by hi msel f ,  he woul d 

pr obabl y be out r i ght now,  but t he Commi t t ee seems to have mi xed 

ever yt hi ng UP. He count ed up hi s f i nanci al  r esour ces and f ound 

t hat he woul d have enough t o see hi m t hr ough t wo year s�j ust 

l ong enough t o get ha.s degr ee�i f  he went 10 Col or ado St at e Col -

l ege.  el l ,  t he Commi t t ee not i f i ed hi m a f ew days a
6
o t hat £he 

U.  of  Mi nnesot a was sel ect ed f or hi m.  He woul d l i ke l o go t her e,  

but af t er t he f i r st year and a hal f  he woul d have to r et ur n� 

and wi t hout hi s degr ee.  I f  he had kept up hi s end,  I ' m sure 

t hat Col or ado woul d have accept ed hi m.  I  know t he Commi t t ee 

i s doi ng a whal e of  a j ob,  but I t  l ooks l i k« my br ot her i s 

unnecessar i l y del ayed anot her semest er or so.  J ust anot her cne 

of  t hose t hi ngs t hat can' t be hel ped.  
r

 el l ,  t i me t o hi t  t he hay�and hay i t  t i l l  be.  I  -ri der 

i f  t hi s i s t he t ype of  work t he r esear ch wor ker want s.  
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Sept ember 25,  1942 
Fr i day mor ni ng 

Thi s mor ni ng st ar t ed out wi t h the usual  hur r yi ng and scur -

r yi ng t o get t o t he mess hal l  i n t i ê t o gr ab a f ew t hi ngs t o 

eat .  As I  went t o the l at r i ne t o br ush my t eet h and wash my 

f ace,  I  r an i nt o t he f el l ow who l i ves i n apar t ment D.
 h

e was 

l at e t hi s mor ni ng�he' s usual l y ver y ear l y�I  saw hi m whi l e he 

was br ushi ng hi s t eet h at t he f aucet .  As 1 saw the wat er st ream-

i ng out of  t he box bel ow t he f aucet ,  coul d see t he whi t e soap 

and t oot h past r emai ns accumul a_i ng on t he gr ound.  A t hought 

went t hr ough my head at t he t i me and 1 wonder ed how much he 

t hought of  t he mat t er ,  ¿¿ere was one v er son usi ng t he f aucet 

and cont ami nat i ng f our apar t ment s wi t h hi s mor ni ng cl eansi ng.  

The sani t at i on depar t ment has i ssued or d r̂ f or peopl e t o r e-

f r ai n f r om doi ng t hei r washi ng at t he f aucet s,  but t o do t hei r 

washi ng i n t he l at r i nes or t he l aundr y r oom.  No use t el l l ' g 

t he f el l ow t hat he i s corar i t t i ng a " r ong f or he i s t oo bul l  

headed t o change hi s met hod.  

On t he way t o t he Less hal l ,  I  coul d see t hat t he moon had 

not gone down- - i t  was st i l l  i nf ul l  vi ew.  My br ot her r emar ked 

t o me t hat al l  sane peopl e woul d st i l l  be i n bed- - guess we must 

be i nsane.  And t hen we began to di scuss t he t i me when we ar r i v-

ed i n Par ker and had t o r eset our wat ches an hour ear l i er .  

Af t er we ent er ed t he mess hal l ,  t he ar oma of  pancakes 

gr eet ed our nost r i l s.  Thi s was t he f i r st t i me we had pancakes 

i n a l ong t i me- - t hey wer e ver y del i ci ous.  At t he t abl e we got 

i nt o a di scussi on of  t he bal l  game t hat ŵ  l ost l ast ni ght .  

�rere al l  under t he i mpr essi on t hat i t  was a l eague - ame,  but 

i t  t ur ned out t o be a pr act i ce t i l t .  Dar n good t hi ng because 
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Fr i day mor ni ng- -

we have our eye on wi nni ng t he l eague champi onshi p,  I  t hi nk 

our bl ock t eam i s one of  t he r ar est aggr egat i on i n the l eague.  

Al l  t he t e«m member s wor k i n t he ki t chen except t he f i r st base-

man,  and al l  t he . embers l i ve on t hi s bl ock except t he t hi r d 

baseman?- ha l i ves acr oss t he st r eet .  Thi s comi ng Sat ur day t he 

cent er f i el der i s l eavi ng on a wor k f ur l ough�t hat means t hat 

we wi l l  have t o r ecr ui t anot her pl ayer .  

Fr om t he mess hal l  I  went t o t he bl ock manager ' s of f i ce to 

r ead t he bul l et i n boar d�f i r s t t i me I  have seen t o t he of f i ce 

f or a l ong t i me.  Ther °  was not hi ng of  i nt er est t her e so I  sat 

on t he st eps of  Bar r acks Thr ee and chat t ed wi t h a f el l o* unt i l  

we bot h had t o l eave f or wor k.  ( so of f  t o wor k I  went . )  

Fr i day eveni ng- -

Wor ki ng at t he of f i ce t oday and r an i nt o a f r i end of  mi ne 

who i s a r r osr ect i ve t eacher .  He i s st i l l  a pr ospect i ve t eacher 

because he doesn' t know whet her t o qui t or keep on.  Fr om hi s 

at t i t ude on t he subj ect of  cont i nui ng,  I  gat her t hat he i sn' t  

t oo ent husi ast i c over t he pr ospect of  t each. n .̂  He was anot her 

one of  t hese st udent s who di dn' t get a f ai r br eak i n goi ng t o 
a 

col l ege.  He i s/ dent al  st udent wi t h anot her year to get hi s Den-

tal  Degr ee�he can r ay hi s way compl et el y�yet t he Commi t t ee r e-

l ocat i ng t he col l ege st udent s coul dn' t get hi m out .  I  ho ê he 

get s t o go ut next semest er �i f  he do- sn' t ,  he i s l i abl e t o 

t o l ose i nt er est i nf i ni shi ng hi*-  car eer or «ven l osi ng hi s 

t al ent s t hat he has acqui r ed i n t he past si x year s of  col l ege 

wor k.  J et t i ng back t o t ne Post on sci i ool s- - he cl ai ms t nat t her e 

are t oo âny j uni or col l ege st udent s and l ess wno are ¿>̂ i ng 
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Fr i day mor ni ng- -

to t et ch i n t he scnool s.  V,e bot n agr eed t aat a l our year s i n 

col l ege doesn' t necessar i  y - i ual i xy him as a t eacher ,  but i t  

at l east gi ves hi m so met xng basi c t o ma*e hi msel f  sure of  

hi msel f .  Two or t wo and a hal f  year col l ege st udent s are goi ng 

to t each i n t he pr i mar y and secondar y school s�and t her e i s 

t al k t hat t hese school s are goi ng to be r ecogni zed by t he Cal i f -

or ni a Depar t ment of  Fducat i on.  I n Cal i f or ni a,  as i  under st and 

i t ,  a t eacher msut have hi s t eachi ng cr edent i al s� and t hat 

necessi t at e? at l e- st f our year s of  col l ege <"ork and somet i mes 

f i ve.  I f  t hey r equi r e so-  much t r ai ni ng,  ho»* can o ¡r Post on 

school s meet t he r equi r ement s i f  t hey use under gr ade of  col l ege? 

Dur i ng t he l unch hour I  had a chat wi t h 

of  t he opt omet r y depar t ment .  AS yet t hei r equi p.  *ent has not 

ar r i ved�and t hey nave been Lel l i n
0
 t hei r pat i ent s t hat t he 

equi pment woul d be i n i n anot her t en day3.  They i i ave been 

sayi ng t hat the equi pment woul d be i n I n t en days f or t he past 

t wo mont hs.  Today he t ol d me t hat t he equi pment woul d be i n 

i n anot her t hi r t y days.  Some of  t he unf or t unat e peor l e "ho 

need gl asses have no means of  havi ng t hei r eyes exami ned�so 

t hev ave been suf f er i ng f or t he r sst t hr ee or f our mont hs.  

For l unch ê had egg- f oo- yung�my f avor i t e di sh.  I t  seems 

t hat ever yt i me we have somet hi n a.  l i ke,  t her e are no seconds.  

And when we have beef  hear t or so e ot her al l i ed f ood t hat x 

di sl i ke,  t hey seem to heap mount ai ns of  t he di sl i kea i ood on 

my pi auw.  I t  i s about t i me t hat we had some beef  h«ar t - - and 

how x di sl i ke t he st uf f ,  r r om t he l oo«. s ol  t he ¿ar ba ê pai l s,  

I  woul d say t hat t he maj or i t y of  une peopl e dl sl xKe beef  neaf ct .  
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Ai id I  can' t say as i  bl ame t nem f or di sl i ki ng t he awf ul  st uf f .  

Al  t er di nner 1 t al ked wl t a a coupl e of  the i  al l ows who are 

l eavi ng I n t he mor ni ng t o go oat on a wor k 1 ur l ough* i hey wer e 

st i l l  i n t hei r t eens,  but wer e anxi ous t o go.  I nst ead of  t hi nk-

i ng of  t he t r i p as a wor k f  ur l ough,  t hey r egar ded i t  as a swel l  

oppor t uni t y t o get out of  t he camp and t o see the wor l d.  Be-

si des seei ng some of  t he ot her st at es i n t he Uni t ed St at es,  

t hey woul d be ear ni ng some money t o r epl eni sh t hei r dwi ndl i ng 

r eser ves.  Bot h of  t hese f e l l o ws had n v̂er wor ked on a f ar m and 

nei t her knew what ki nd of  wor k "st oop" "' abor meant .  They 

f i gur ed t h t̂  i f  some of  t he ci t y sl i cker s coul d do t he wor k,  

t hey coul d do the same.  

Havi ng not hi ng el se t o do,  1 went to the bal l  game bei ng 

pl ayed i n t he nei ghbor i ng bl ock.  Bot h t eams wer e unknown t o 

me so I  t i r ed of  t he game al t er wat cul ng i t  f or a l ew i nni ngs* 

I  saw a f r i end wal ki ng t owar ds t he cant een�so 1 j oi ned hi m 

f or anot her spl ur ge at t he cant een.  Boy,  what a gang of  peo-

pl e i n t he cant een- - a r egul ar meet i ng pl ace f or t he Post oni ans.  

I t  seems l i ke t he cant een i s gai ni ng a pl ace i n our soci et y as 

t he ol d count r y st or e wi t h i t ' s r ot bel l i ed st ove had i n t he 

ear l y days.  Young and ol d congr egat ed t her e t o r asa t he t i me 

away and chew t he fnt wi t h ol d f r i ends.  ' *
?

i th so many peopl e 

i n t he cr owded r oom,  I  deci ded t o l eave t he r oom and go f or 

a wal k.  Some way or t he ot her I  got separ at ed f r om my f r i end 

i n t he mob at t ne s t or e�so ±  Cont i nued on my way al one.  By 

t he t i me I  got home,  dar kness had set t l ed.  i  sa t on t he 

bench out si de f or a whi l e and sl ang the bul l  wi t h my youn
b
er 

br ot her .  Pr et t y soon a
 f r l e n d f r o r a 0

ur ol d home t own came over 



- 5-

f or Qv chat .  

As we sat out si de,  our conver snt l on t ur ned t o t he rrobl era 

of  coor 8 at t he cant een.  Fi nal l y we got to t al ki ng of  thft day 

when we woul d be r et ur ni ng to our home t own.  He i s q ver y i nt el -

l i gent f el l o«'  and f e l̂ s t hat out onl y sol vat i on woul d be i n 

wor ki ng cooper at i vel y i n t he f ar mi ng wor l d.  We have a good 

nucl eus f or t he begi nni ng of  coop si nce e l  ave t hr ee f � mi l i es 

who are dei i ni t el y i nt er est ed i n cooper at i ve wor k,  i wo ar e f ar -

mer s and the t hi r d i s a gr eenhouse owner .  One of  t he f ami l i es 

have a number of  sons - one i s cl osel y t i ed wi t h t he whol esal e 

mar ket ,  anot her i s st udyi ng soi l  chemi st r y,  and t he t hi r d i s 

educat ed i n t he l i nes of  busi ness.
 T

*. i th t hese t hr ee f el l ows,  

t he f ar mer s,  and t he gr een house oper at or ,  we f eel  t hat we have 

a pr et t y good st ar t f or t he f ut ur e coop.  Lat er on my ot her 

br ot her s r et ur ned so 1 l ef t t he di scussi on to begi n my wor k 

wi t h t hi s r er or t .  

Mot her and Fat her went vi si t i ng and h- v- n»t r et ur ned yet .  

One of  t he f ew t i mes t hat t hey have g ne vi si t i ng.  Ther est 

of  t he f ami l y are out si de enj oyi ng t he eveni ng ai r and t al ki ng.  

My nei ghbor j ust poked hi s head i n t he door way a f ew mi nut es 

ago and as*ed a.e i f  ±  . oul d l i ke t o j oi n a br i dge cl ub t hat 

i s st ar t i ng pr et t y soon.  l̂ ayi ng car ds seem to be about t ne 

onl y past t i me one can i ndul ge i n dur i ng t he eveni ngs�j ust so 

l ong as car d pl ayi ng st e- r s away f r om gambl i ng,  I  see no evi l  

ef f ect of  pl ayi ng car ds.  

Thi s af t er nooh I  l ear ned t hat a cl assmat eof  mi ne was i n 

t he hospi t al .  So l i ke a l oyal  f r i end,  I  went t o pay my r espect s 

t o her .  Dur i ng our conver sat i on,  <*
e
 c nt i nued t o r ef er t o Dr .  
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Takat ake and t he wond- r f ul  wor k t hat he i s doi ng her e.  Al -

t hough i t  I s t he code of  doct or s t o gi ve ai d at al l  t i mes,  we 

bot h agr eed t hat i t  was a shame t hat t al ent such as hi s had 

t o be r ewar ded by a measel y ni net een dol l ar s a mont h.  Recent -

l y he per f or med an or er at i on t hnt woul d have net t ed hi m a cool  

f i ve hundr ed dol l ar s- - but her e i t  was gr at i s.  1 j oki ngl y r e-

mar ked t hat she shoul d have al l  ner unwant ed l nnar d such as t he 

appendi x and t onsi l s t a*en out whi l e her e�save a l ew dol l ar s.  

'  el l ,  she was pr ogr essi ng ver y ni cel y,  but was havi ng a har d 

t i me passi ng t he t i me a way.  A nur se chased me out at f our -

t hi r t y so I  had to go back to wor k.  

These bugs- - t hey cer t ai nl y I r r i t at e me! 

Si ngspi r at i on was cancel l ed t oni ght �so I  di dn' t get to 

l oosen my vocal  or gans.  Thi s wi n gi ve the r esi dent s ef  Bl ock 19 

*
 r e s t f r o m m

y
 f e e b l e

 at t empt s at car r yi ng a t une.  Si st er has 

deci ded t o pr act i ce her vi ol i n�bo now I  have t o suf f er t he a-

goni es of  l i st eni ng t o her squeaks ani  squaks.  

On t he way home f r om wor k t oday I  dr oned i n at t he l i br ar -

y t o br owse t hr ough a l ew magazi nes.  I t  j ust happened t hat t he 

f i r st one I  pi cked up snowed pi ct ur es or t he at r oci t i es t hat 

t he J aps wer e commi xi ng i n t he Or i ent .  Possi bl y i f  ±  wer e of  

a di f f er ent and of  a . nore exci t abl e nat ur e,
 x

 woul d be wi l l i ng 

t o shoot t he f i r st guy who sai d t hat t he peopl e acr oss t he ocean 

wer e ci vi l i zed.  But as I  l ooked t hr ought t he magazi nes,  I  be-

gan t o wonder how much of  t he pi ct ur e* w
6
� t r ue and how much 

was j ust r nr e pr opaganda,  ho doubt some of  i t  was t r ue,  but 

t he exagger at i on was so gr eat t hat i t  was unbel i evabl e.  I ' m 

of  J apanese her i t age and I  am acquai nt ed wi t h a number of  I saei  
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peopl e- - and the peo- l e who are cr eat i ng t he at r oci t i es are i -

dent i cal  as my f r i ends and my par ent s.  And I  j ust can' t pi c-

t ure mysel f  or any of  ray f r i ends do any such t hi ng.  Am I  r a-

t i onal  i î ng and t r yi ng t o cover up f or t he mi sdeeds t hat t hey 

are possi bl y doi ng over t her e? I  t hi nk not .  The mor e I  l ooked 

at t ne pi ct ur es,  t he mor e i ni ur i at ed l  became of  some of  t he 

i mpossi bl e t i l i ngs t nat wer e snown.  ' ¿hamt God,  ai l  t he magazi nes 

ar en' t cl ut t er ed up wi t h such st uf f .  v?hy even my f avor i t e 

comi c books are becomi ng t i nged wi t h t he pi ct ur es and de- d of  

t he sl ant eyed or i ent al s.  

My t hr ee br ot her s and a nei ghbor f r i end are f l ayi ng br i dge 

I n t he r oom.  - y f ol ks and my si st er have pul l ed t he cur t ai ns 

t o obt ai n a l i t t l e r r i vacy i n t hei r eveni ng sl eep.  I  - onder 

how l ong t hey are goi ng t o pl ay�I  hope t hey do
n

f

t  pl ay t oo 

l ong.  

l  r ecei ved a l et t er f r om a f r i end t oday who i s I n Col or a-

do.  n
e
 sai d t hat i t  i s get t i ng col a over t her e�and t hat he 

had t o >¡,0 LO bed at t en o' cl ock because tne eveni ng wer e t oo 

col d.  . i ' ter r eadi ng t. ât ,
 A
 Ui ou ĥt t hat xost on wasn' t goi ng 

t o be such a bad pl ace af t er al l .  ive c*n st and t he heat ,  but 

i t ' s pr et t y hai ki  to l ook happy i n a f r eezi ng cl i mat e.  Wel l ,  

t her e are ar gument s f or bot h si de,  but I  ki nd of  t hi nk t hat 

Post on i s goi ng to t ur n out t o be t he best camp of  al l .  

I  near l y commi t t ed myhem t hi s eveni ng w
h e n

 a f our l egged 

mongr el  near l y t ook a chunk of  m
y
 l eg f or bi s nmn. r .  a

8
 I  

r ounded a cor ner of  a bnr r ack on our bl ock,  t ' - i ,  l i t t l e squi r t 

of  a dog came r ushi ng at me and f r i ght ened me out of  seven year s 

of  gr owt h.
 M

y f i r st r eact i on was t o get away f r om t he i mmedi -
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at e pr emi ses as f ast as x coul d,  "but af t er seei ng t he dog,  I  

gave vent t o my anger and t ur ned ar ound and chased hi m.  i he 

t abl es wer e now t ur ned and I  was shout i ng and yel l i ng and chas-

i ng hi m at t he same t i me.  He pr obabl y wnnder ed what happened 

when he saw t hat hi s l i t t l e f unf est was suddenl y br ought t o a 

st andst i l l �i n f act r ever sed.  

Fr om now unt i l  t he game of  car ds q î t s,  I ' m goi ng to be 

a f i r st cl ass heckl er .  Not much mor e t o scr i bbl e about unt i l  

t he mor r ow.  

p. s.
 Tr :

ho i s goi ng t o pay f or al l  t hi s wonder f ul  paper t hat 

I  am usi ng? Shoul d I  send a bi l l  to t he Resear ch Depar t ment 

f or i t ? - cl ease advi se.  
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Sept ember 26,  1942 
Sat ur day mor ni ng 

Al most had a not i on to sfcay i n bed t hi s mor ni ng.  Last 

day of  t he week so I  t hought I  woul d t ake t ni n ŝ easy,  out as 

usual  I  was eat i ng my br eakf ast ,  Sat ur day seemed to Dnng a 

sl akeni ng i n t he speed wi t h whi ch we went t o cl ean up.  Ever y-

one who wer e usual l y l at e,  wer e st i l l  l at er t hi s mor ni ng.  Br eak-
a 

f ast consi st ed of  eggs,  t oast ,  cof f ee,  and cer eal .  Not / ver y 

subst ant ai l  meal ,  but t he cof f ee was good f or a change.  

Br eakf ast over ,  I  came home to si t  and chat wi t h my br o-

t her s.  A f el l ow who l i ves acr oss the yar d was al so h r̂  ̂ t al k-

i ng about t he f oot bal l  games i n st or e f or us t oday.  Even i n a 

pl ace l i ke t hi s we have t he pr i vi l ege of  t hi nki ng and t al ki ng 

about t he t eams and t hei r r espect i ve mer i t s.  Nat ur al l y we 

di d not agr ee al t oget her on t he out come of  che ga ês,  but t hi s 

af t er noon we wi l l  know t he r esul t s of  tne gai i . es.  l i ne speed 

i n whi ch t i me passed seemed t o sur psi se us- - i t  seemed l i ke 

yest er day when we wer e t al ki ng f oot bal l .  Now we are at i t  

agai n�war or n  ̂ war ,  f oot f i al l  wi l l  ¿eep goi ng on.  

Mot her and Fat her wer e i nsi de t he hous«�Fat her r eadi ng 

and Mot her cl eani ng t he r oom out .  I t  i s Sur pr i si ng how messy 

a si ngl e r oom can become over ni ght .  As I  t y ê t hi s,  I  can 

hear t he ot her s goi ng t o wor k.  The t r ucks are gr i ndi ng gear s 

and passenger s ar e shout i ng
 f o t

 ot her s t o
 h u r r y u p # L i v i n g n e a r 

t he mai n r oad has i t s di sadvant ages�as wel l  as i t s advant ages.  

On wi ndy days t ne du.  t  pour s i nt o our r oom f r om t he r oad�t her e 

i s no escape.  Mor ni ngs and eveni ngs t he t r ucks and car s are 

cont i nual l y passi ng by- -ni aK. es one t hi nk of  t ne st r eet s back toue.  

el l ,  we wer e oni y hal f  a day t oday.  Not bad.  I nst ead of  
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Sat ur day mor ni ng� 

l oaf i ng t he af t er noon awa ,̂  X guess I »11 make a cl oset l or 

t he r oom.  Don' t know wher e i »I I  put i t ,  but we cer t ai nl y 

need anot her cl oset ,  

Sat ur day eveni ng- -

Hal f  a.  day at t he of f i ce t oday- - so I  st ayed home and oc-

cupi ed mysel f  by maki ng a cl oset .  Ran out of  wood so I  had t o 

f i ni sh som« of  t he par t s by usi ng car dboar d.  Dang i t ,  I  wi sh 

we had mor e wood f ur ni shed t o us.  No mat t er how much t i me or 

i ngenui t y a per son has,  he hap t o have mat er i al s t o wor k wi t h.  

Wel l ,  af t er I  f i ni shed t he cl oset ,  I  shower ed and st r ol l ed 

over t o t he l i br ar y.  Thumbi ng t hr ough yest er day' s paper ,  

( or maybe i t  was ol der ) I  r an acr oss a par t of  a ser i es of  ar -

t i cl es concer ni ng t ne Pr ogr ess i ve Educat i on" met hod of  t ea-

chi ng.  

As f ar as I  know,  t hi s i s t ne. t p̂e of  educat i on t hat t hey 

ar e goi ng t o i nst i t ut e i n our school s.  Af t er r eadi ng t he 

ar t i cl e,  I  wonder ed how anyone coul d cont i ne to t each chi l dr en 

i n t hi s way.  Fr om t he ar t i cl e I  gat her ed t hat "Pr ogr essi ve 

Educat i on" was al l  r i ght f or "sl ow" chi l dr en,  but i t  hel d back 

t he bet t er st udent s.  Al so t he school s whi ch t aught t hi s way 

pr oduced st udent s who r anked wi t h t he aver age t hr oughout t he 

nat i on,  but t he aver age I ncl uded t he sout her n st at es wher e t he 

educat i onal  syst em was ver y poor .  Ther ef or e,  t he st udent s i n t hese 

school s wer e f ar bel ow t he st udent s of  t he ot her school s i n t he 

same st at e.  The ar t i cl e cr i t i ci zed t he Pr ogr essi ve waj j  ver y 

sever l y�cLt i ng t r oubl e wi t h st udent s of  t he Pr ogr essi ve syst em" 

because t hey wer e not educat ed i n t he f undament al s of  r eadi ng,  
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Saturday mor ni ng� 

wri t i ng, a d̂ ari thmeti c.  I  personal l y bel i eve that the J apanese studenta are 

far above the average i n studi es�wi l l  thi s system of teachi ng appl y to them? 

I  have my doubts. 

A few mi nutes before cl osi ng ti - ê,  a f ri end who i s an mechani cal  engi neer 

came to get a book. Af ter they cl osed the l i brary,  we sat on the steps of the 

bui l di ng and si ting the bul l .  He was marri ed j ust before evacuat i on�and now 

fe l̂ s that he can' t l eave camp on a work furl ough because of f ami l y responsi bl -

i t i es.  He had a ci vi l  servi ce j ob before the war bro ê out ,  but through the 

combi ned ef forts of some i gnorant peopl e and some pol i t i ci ans,  he l ost the 

j ob. He i sn' t sore about the matter,  but he real l y feel s sorry for the poor 

peopl e who can' t trust a fel l ow Ameri can. Our conversati on ran more al ong the 

l i nes of the condi t i on of work outsi de of camp and how the workers woul d be 

treated af ter they were ®ut. Wi th wi nter comi ng on, we thought that i t woul d 

be more sensi bl e i f th® t>eople stayed back unt i l  next spri ng. I f a person i s 

unaccustomed to col d weat her�i t i s very di f f i cul t to work under those condi t i ons. 

Toni ght we had di nner a few mi nutes earl i er than usual  because some of 

the peopl e were l eavi ng work f url oughs.  We had f i sh and l amb for di nner.  The 

f i sh was okay, but the l amb smel i ed l i ke somethi ng I  can' t ment i on.  The l ettuce 

si tuati on i n Cal i f orni a must bo gett i ng prettv bad because the l eaves vera 

bi tter as heck. Formerl y i f l ettuce was bi t ter,  no one woul d thi nk of buyi ng 

i t .  Now i t must be a di f ferent story. 

Af ter di nner my three brothers and I  became i nvol ved i n a game of f i ve 

hundred. Turned out to be one- si ded af fai r as we l ost every game. Around 

seven thi rty one of my brother sai d that he was goi ng to see a f ri end of f �t he 

f ri end was goi ng to Nebraska,  The game came to an end�so al l  of us deci ded 

to fol l ow the crowd and see what was happeni ng near the empl oyment of f i ce.  I t 

seemed l i ke the whol e town was seei ng someone of f .  I t remi nded me of the days 
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Saturday aor ni ng� 

when peopl e were l eavi ng for the aray or when peopl e werf l eavi ng for J apan* 

Everyone seemed to "be i n hi gh spi r i t s�as i f they were goi ng on a vacati on. 

When I  saw al l  ay f r i ends�surpr i sed to see so aany of the-n goi ng�I came 

hoae. I  found another fel l ow wai t i ng to see ae at hoae. 

I  i nvi ted hi a i nto the rooa and j oi n ae i n soae Hi - Ho cooki es and i ce 

water.  (That' s al l  we had. ) I  turned the radi o on and got a newsreport. 

Towards the end of the prograa, the announcer sai d that the J apanese evacuees 

i n Gi l a were coaai tt i ng sabatoge. He accused thea of sabatoge because they were 

not goi ng out to the f i el ds to pi ck cotton. I  don' t know wher°  they get the i dea 

that al l  the J apanese are cotton pi ckers.  J ust because there are l ots of f armers 

aaong us, that do«ttt' t necessari l y aean that we al l  are f araers.  It aade ae 

80re to hear the announcer say that they were commi tti ng sabatoge. Those 

that di d go out aade such a ai serabl e aess of the thi ngs that i t wasn' t f unny. 

Af ter the f i rst pi cki ng, the saae announcer made fun of thea because they di dn' t 

aakt» expenses the f i rst day. And now he cal l s thea sabateurs because onl y a 

hundred and seventy of the ten thousand turned out to pi ck.  Shucks,  there mi ght 

be ten thousand peopl e there, but they al l  can' t wor k�and ther* are a l ot who 

aren' t used to work of that nature.  But to cal l  i t sabatoge i s a downri ght 

i nj ust i ce.  I  wonder i f he i s cal l i ng the whi tes the same t hi ng�I ftoubt i f 

they are turni ng out i n such great numbers.  And I  wonder why they don' t pay a 

l i ttl e hi gher wage�wel l ,  thi s bi t of news seemed to create a swel l  topi c of 

conversati on for ay f ri end and I .  

Af ter he l ef t ,  I  started on thi s report�and nothi ng much has happened si nce 

then. I t i s el even o' cl ock�and the rest of the fami l y are al l  asl eep�aaybe 

I  shal l  ao l i kewi se.  
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Septeaber 2Jt I 9U? 

Sunday aorni ng 

Si x day« of work and the seventh of rest.  So hare i t i s Sunday aor ni ng� 

the begi nni ng of another week. Wo had breakfast an hour l ater than usual  

(Si OC) so that we coul d sl eep and hour l ater.  Even wi th the extra hour of sl eer>, 

I  afet the sane ol d gang i n the l atri ne cl eani ng up. Earl y or l ate,  there i s a 

certai n group that wake up wi th the breakfast bel l ,  

Everythi ng i n the hous  ̂ i s a l i ttl e rushed thi s aorni ng. Si ster ha* to go 

to Sunday school .  House- cl eani ng goes on wi th a l i ttl e aore vi a and vi gor. 

The aenf ol ks are taki ng the day easy�al l  day to l oaf .  Sunday aeans that ay day 

wi l l  be spent at a bal l  gaae i n the aorni ng, wri t i ng l etters al l  af ternoon, and 

church servi ce at ni ght.  There i s to be a bel l  gaae across the street pretty 

soon. My ol der brother and I  pl an to go see the gaae when i t starts.  My younger 

brother has gone to hi s aath. course at bl ock 36. My youngest brother i s changi ng 

hi s shoes so that he can practi ce a few i nni ngs wi th hi s teaa. 

Not auch happened thi s aorni ng�Sunday aorni ngs are al ways qui et.  Guess 

I ' l l  go to the bal l  gaae. 
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September 27, I 9U2 

Sunday eveni ng 

Sundays are al ways qui et for me. Af ter breakfast thi s morni ng I  went 

to a bal l  game across the street.  A bunch of young fel l ows were pl ayi ng a game 

wi th some ol d men. Contrary to the opi ni on of many, the ol d men won the bal l  

game. Experi ence vs. yout h�and experi ence won. Af ter the game was over,  I  bum-

ped i nto my former hi gh school  Engl i sh teacher.  She had come to Poston for a 

�i 8i t wi th another l ady. She was l ooki ng for my younger brother so we parted. 

Later on my brother tol d me that she was anxi ous to f i nd how hi s col l ege aarrer 

was turni ng out .  She had wri tten a number of l etters to U. of Cal i f orni a i n 

hopes of getti ng hi m si tuated i n some Mi dwest col l ege. Apparentl y no resul ts 

came forth because she was sti l l  i nterested i n hi s future pl ans. 

Came home around el even and washed the room out wi th water.  It i s a good 

thi ng that we boufcht a hose before the pri ori t i es made i t i mpossi bl e to get water 

hoses, Our broom i s sti l l  as good as new as we wash the room out twi ce a day 

wi th water.  Water i s much better than a broom for cl eani ng purposes for i t cool s 

the room as wel l  as cl ean i t .  By the ti me I  had cl eaned the roon, the l unch 

gong had sounded. We had sandwi ches and cof fee foT l unch. We weren' t very hungry 

so the meal  was suf f i ci ent. 

Af ter l unch I  took a short nap and then started to wri te my l etters.  Af ter 

wri t i ng a few l i nes,  my brothers coaxed  ̂ me i nto pl ayi ng a game of bri dge, ê 

pl ayed bri dge unti l  di nner t i me. Di nner consi sted of veal  cut l ets,  r i ce,  sal ad, 

tea and watermel ons.  Af ter di nner I  went out to see another bal l  game. Af ter 

the game I  came home, took a shower,  changed cl othes and went to church. And 

now here I  am wri t i ng my report. 

Sundays are very uneventful  for me. I  sel doal y see anyone�and i f I  do, I  

j ust wave at them and say hel l o.  I  l i ke to stay home as much as possi bl e on 

Sundays for the whol e fami l y more or l ess stays home together thi s day of the 

we- k. Usual l y we g«t i n a card game or we are wri t i ng l etters.  Maybe tomorrow 

wi l l  be a more eventful  day�qui  en sabe "P. 
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Sept ember 28,  1942 
Monday mor ni ng 

Bl ue Monday.  Fi ve mor e days unt i l  r ŝ t .  The usual  r ou-

t i ne f r om waki ng unt i l  t he t i me X went t o t he of f i ce.  As I  

wr i t e t hi s r epor t ,  Mot her i s busi l y gat her i ng t he accumul at i on 

of  t wo days di r t y cl ot hes.  The boys i n t he f ami l y wash t hei r 

own pant s and shi r t s,  but Mot her and Si st er wash our hanki es,  

shor t s and socks.  Y.e do t ne heavy washi ng,  but t hey i nsi st i n 

doi ng t ho l i ght washi ng.  Si st er i s t oo young t o wor k so she 

want s t o keep occupi ed washi ng and mendi ng.  Ri ght now Si st er 

i s pr act i ci ng her vi ol i n�i t get s t oo hot i n t he af t er noon to 

pr act i ce.  Fat her i s r eadi ng yest er days paper �he has a har d 

t i me maki ng out some of  the l onger and mor e di f f i cul t  wor ds.  

At t hose t i mes he ei t her asks us t he meani ng or mar ks t he wcr d 

and asks us l at er t hwn we are home.  He get s a gr eat deal  of  

pl easur e as wel l  as knowl edge f r om r eadi ng t he paper .  

Br eakf ast consi st ed of  t oast ,  but t er ,  j am,  and cof f ee.  Not 

ver y much f or a wor ki ng man' s s t omach�but bet t er t han not hi ng.  

Guess I ' l l  go t o wor k.  Not much t o wr i t e about .  

Monday eveni ng� 

I  had a ver y i nt er est i ng day t oday.  Thi s . uorni ng X had 

t he pr i vi l ege t o si t  i n on t he assembl y t hat t he f ut ur e t each-

er s of  Post on had.  I  got my f i r st sl i mr se of  t he Oaucasl  ¡?n t ea-

cher s i n a gr oup.  I  hope l ooks are decei vi ng f or ôme of  t he 

Caucasi an t eacher s wer e >r et t y ol d.  Maybe t he ol der « t eacher 

gr t s,  t he bet t er t hey get - - hor e so anyway.  A number >f  men 

gave wel comi ng sp
%

 ches,  among t hem vere che proj ect ,  head,  l ead-

er s f r om Post on X and XI ,  and trie di r ect or oi  t he Fost on school s.  



Monday eveni ng� 

Anot her man gave
 a

 ver y l ong t al k on t he t opi c of  "Educat i on and Fr eedom" .  

Af t er t he assembl y I  wal ked hom°  wi t h a f r i end and i nvi t ed hi m t o our mess 

hal l  f or l unch.  We had ham,  veget abl e sal ad,  car r ot s,  peas,  and t ea.  (b**ead 

t oo) 

m

he out come of  t hi s school  svst em i s goi ng t o he v r y i nt er e®t i ng.  

Al t hough t he di r ect or hi nt ed t hat t he st udent s woul d be r ecogni sed by t he 

Cal i f or ni a Dept .  of  Educat i on,  he di d not come out r i ght and say t hat t hey woul d 

be r ecogni zed.  I  wonder how t he J apanese st udent s ar e goi ng t o get al ong wi t h 

some of  t he Caucasi an t eacher s? As f ar as t hat goes,  h»w successf ul  ar e t hp 

J apanese t eacher s goi ng t o be? Wel l ,  t he r esul t s wi l l  be �"�ery i nt er est i ng t o see.  

Lef t t he of f i ce a l i t t l e ear l y t hi s af t er noon and wat ched t he 

f el l ows pr act i ci ng wi t h t he wei ght s.  I  don' t see wher e t hev get t he ener gy 

t o l i f t  t hose heavy i r on bar s on t hese hot days.  J ust t o wat ch t hem made me t i r ed 

Thi s wAi ght l i f t i ng i s j ust par t of  t hp r ecr eat i on pr og»am t hat t hev have her e.  

I  t hi nk t hat wei ght l i f t i ng i s one of  t he l esser known at hl et i c spor t s i n t hi s 

t own.  Basebal l  seems t o be t he pr evai l i ng spor t .  

Toni ght our bl ock t eam i s pl ayi ng anot her l eague game.  The peopl e 

l eavi ng on wor k f ur l oughs have weakened many t eams�our bl ock came out pr et t y 

good�l os i ng onl y one f l ayer .  Lat pr on t hey ar e havi ng a mo î e on oar bl ock-

- maybe I ' l l  go see i t .  
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September ?9,  19U? 
Tuesday mor ni ng 

Thi s r epor t i s bei ng wr i t t en a f ew hour s l at er t han usual  mor ni ng r epor t .  

An ear l y meet i ng t hi s mor ni ng made i t  i mpossi bl e f or me t o wr i t e i t .  I t  i s 

about el even o' dl ock.  Thi s mor ni ng we had br eakf ast at t he usual  hour .  Af t er 

br eakf ast I  t al ked t o a f r i end on t he subj ect of  t he war .  He t ol d me t hat 

a f r i end of  hi s was bei ng sent t o a Mi l i t ar y I nt el l i gence School  t o l ear n 

J apanese.  At t he camp wher e he wa? st at i oned,  t he r ecr ui t i ng of ' i cer made 

an appeal  f or t he Ni sei  t o t ur n out f or t he school ,  but t hpr e wer e- ver y f ew 

vol unt eer s.  Most of  t he Ni sei  ar e under t he i mr pr essi on t hat i f  t hey go 

t o t hi s school  t o l ear n J apanese,  t hei r f r i ends back home wi l l  l ose r espect 

f or t hem.  How t r ue t hi s i s,  I  don' t know.  Anyway,  t he maj or i t y of  t he 

Ni sei  sol di er s,  accor di ng t o hi m ar e agai nst t he i dea of  j oi ng t he Mi l i t ar y 

I nt el l i gence Ser vi ce.  

Af t er l eavi ng hi m,  I  went back t o t he apt .  t o wr i t e up my r epor t ,  but 

r emember ed t hat we êr e meet i ng a l i t t l e ear l i er t han usual .  As I  l ef t  

t he r oom,  Mot her gave me a sl i p whi ch woul d enabl e me t o get an i nsur ed 

package at t he Post Of f i ce.  

Af t er t he meet i ng,  I  went t o t he Ad.  Bui l di ng t o see i f  I  coul d get Apt .  

G i n our bar n ck.  The coupl e t hat wer e l i vi ng t her e went out on a f ur l ough 

and l ef t t he r oom compl et el y vacant .  I  went t o t he Housi ng Dept .  t o see i f  

I  coul d get t he r oom.  I  don' t know what she was t r yi ng t o t el l  me,  but I t  

seemed t hat she wa* t r yi ng t o gi ve ne t he br ush of f .  She sai d t hat t hey wer e 

goi ng t o i ncr ease t he number i n our bl ock so we coul dn' t have anot her r oom.  

Than I  asked her how come a coupl e moved i nt o our bl ock j ust a f ew days ago� 

and ar e occupyi ng a l ar ge r oom.  Wher eupon she aai d t hat t hey wer e t empor ar y 

r esi dent s.  Tempor ar y or not ,  I  t hi nk t hat was a f eebl e excuse because we 

er e al l  t e r̂ a r y r esi dent s her e.  ( I  hope) ĥi s coupl e came f r om Saat a Ani t a 

and r esi ded i n Camp Thr ee f or some t i me,  t hen t hey wer e br ought t o t hi s camp.  

I f  t hat - as t he ca?e,  I  wonder why t hey wer en' t l ef t at Camp
 , T,

hree wher e t her e 



#7 

Tuesday eveni ng-

Last ni ght of report wri t i ng.  Thi s wi l l  real l y be a rel i ef off ay 

mi nd. I  J ust case hack f rom the l i brary�and what a sob there was i n there. 

Wi th cool er weather approachi ng,  i t seems that more peopl e are taki ng advan-

tage of the faci l i t i es that we have. Most of those ther«
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 seemed to be i n 

the earl y t eens�ver y few i n thei r twenti es. 

I mmedi atel y af ter di nner,  I  sat on the barrack steps of bui l di ng 12 

and tal ked to a young Ni sei  mi ni ster.  Another Ni sei  j oi ned us a few mi nutes 

l ater and started tal ki ng about hi s abi l i ty i n "wol f i ng".  The young mi ni ster 

tri ed to tal k hi m i nto l eadi ng a sensi bl e l i fe i n regards of the opposi te 

sex. He was und r̂ the i mpressi on that everyone el se i n camp was l eadi ng a 

free sex l i f e�so he fel t that he was enti tl ed to do the same. Anyway, af ter 

he l ef t ,  the mi ni ster fel t that some sort of sex educati on shoul d be gi ven 

to the Ni sei .  There i s too much i gnorance and fal se i deas concerni ng thi s 

topi c.  I  qui te agree wi th hi m and bel i eve that there shoul d be some ki nd of 

educati on al ong thi s l i ne for both the adul ts and the mi nors. 

Af ter our bul l  sessi on,  I  went across the street to watch two gi rl s 

team pl ayi ng sof tbal l .  I t was such a dry af f ai r that i t became uni nteresti mg 

af ter the fi rst i nni ng. I  started to take a wal k and ended up i n the l i brary-

- to l fcok at magaai nes.  Hev. Gol dwater (Buddhi st) i s speaki ng i n bl ock ?g, 

but I  remembered the fact too l ate.  I  i magi ne i t i s hal f over by now. From 

what I  hear,  Rev. Gol dwater i s a very peppy, i ntel ectual  man. He i s one of 

the few Buddhi st pri ests that can gi ve a sermon i n Engl i sh.  He i s a popul ar 

pri est among the Ni sei .  

Ri ght now the rest of the fami l y are i nvol ved in a game of go- i shi .  Two 

pl ayers and the rest as si del i ne coaches.  I  tri ed my hand at the game, but 

found that my abi l i ty was far i nferi or to my younger brother. 



Wednesday eveni ng� 

We had chow mei n, pi ckl ed radi shes,  ri ce and tea for di nner toni ght. 

At l unch we had hamburger,  mashed potatoes,  carrots,  bread, and tea. For 

the past coupl e of days the food had been pretty good�wonder how l ong i t i s 

goi ng to ke
p

p up. I  tal ked to some other fel l ows and they sai d that the food 

was pretty good i n thei r bl ock too. Somethi ng must have sl i pped UD for we 

haven' t been eati ng so wel l  for a l ong ti me. 

The dust bl ew pretty hard today. The dust has been bl owi ng off and on 

for the past three days. As I  came h?me around f i ve o' cl ock,  the wi nd seemed 

to pi ck up more dust than was necessary.  By the ti me I  got home there was 

dust i n my hai r,  i n my mouth, i n my eyes, and on my face. I t i s a pretty l ong 

wal k f rom the of f i ce to our pl ace. 

The l atest Paci f i c Ci ti zen i s out.  Spent em enj oyabl e hour readi ng the 

paper f rom cover to cover.  Thi s i s abo-it the onl y means that we have of keepi ng 

up wi th the other camps. Of course l etters come i n,  but by the ti me we get 

the news, everythi ng i s di storted way out of porr>orti on.  I  hope thi s paper 

conti nues to pri nt the materi al  that i s so i nteresti ng to us. There was a 

very good edi tori al  on the subj ect of race prej udi ce�i t was wri tten by a wel l  

known man. 

Wel l ,  thi s takes a l oad off my mi nd. I  started out ful l  of pep and 

ambi ti on,  but ki nd of pooped out i n the end. I  hope thi s remai ns confj  enti al  

and the wri ter wi l l  remai n i ncogni to.  Some of the thi ngs sai d mi ght be di st-

orted and used agai nst me or the rest of the peopl e i n here. There are a l ot 

of errors in thi s paper both grammati cal  and i n the mechani cs,  but I  hope 

that some of the thi ngs that you asked for are contai ned wi thi n.  Wel l ,  thi s 

i s 30 for the ti me bei ng. 


