OCTOBER 22 -- (1)

Dr. Hachiro Yuase spoke to an audience of approximately
seven ‘hundred men and women this afternoon in the school audito-
rium. The highllights of his speech are recorded below:

l. ‘In New York he saw a letter writ€en in Japanese. This
letter had been picked up probably in Attu. It was a letter sent

younger
to a Japanese solider by his,sister, who lived in Niigata prefec-
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ture. The writer seemed to be a graduate of high school, and now
was working in a defense factory near her home town.

The letter began with a description of the coming of Spring
in the countryside. It mentioned wild fdowers blossoming in
the fields bemutifully. Then, it went on to describe the Dodittle
bombing expedition.

‘A bombing raid --- for this we waited and waited every day
--- has come. A plane visited our town with roaring sound. Then
we heard a resaring 'boom', shattering our ear drums, in the dir
tion of the Nakatsugewa River. Then another booming sound. The
sound of the plane maned. e rushed to the directlon of the sounds
to see what happened. We were curious. When we ‘arrived at the

place, there wmere already many people around a paping hole. It

wag in the middle of field (probably rice field). The other

bomb fell in the river. My dear brother, the American airmen have

myopia. They had come down to the low level to bomb, but they
missed the targ It wmag clear that they had aimed at the rall-
road brildge spanning the river.”
It was presdmed that this 1s the plane that landed 1n Siberia.
;S “A L ; 3
(This part of Yuasas,made a great impression on the aduience. They
sgemed to like it. Hearty laughtera mere heard several times.)

The letter continued with an information that a new, neat,

but not large, administrative bullding of the town had been built.
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vyuasa commented that Japan had enough energy to spare to built
town buildings, although it 1s popularly believed that the whole
country has been geared to the war efforts.

The Japanese girl, then, explained the approaching election
of town Councllmen. She sald posters were put on all over the
town; asking the voters fo cast thelr bpallota for this or that
candidate. 'I am a woman, and I don't pretend to know anything
about the politics. (Yuasa -- It was obvious that she knew a
ereat deal, but for femine propriety she denied her knowledge.)
nt I do know that when women were glven rights to voice their
opinions on national affairs, Japan would be & better country among
the nations of the world.'

The girl concluded her letter with a prayer for the safety
of her brother. "I don't know mhere you are right now. ut please
take care of yourself arnd serve our country mith your best.

(Thisj¢onec luding sentence moved the audience.)

2« The Japanese people are troubled mith intellectual myo-

pia Then they speak of Japan, they say "the Great Japen”. They
gtudy, and were taught to study, the héstory of Japan by itself.
They forget. that there are the history of (Greece, that of Rome,
that of France, and so on besides the history of Jepén. The
Japanese people must learn to see their history in terms of these
Whe [¢-
other hlstorgjes. To see themselves within a, pphere of the inter-
national world i1s essential to get along with others.

Sf The Nisel of high school age are disgusting. They cannot
gpeak neither English nor Japanese. "I refused to talk to these
students, because to speak to any persons who have no command of

f

1
a language 1is very dangerous. The Japanese people have had a

ereat trouble with English. They had a tendency to say "yeg’
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to any statement made by foreigher. ("Hal" 1s translated ags "yes

(= .
But the "Hai" Wuasa meant in this instance is the one with a con-
notation of 'I understood you"without any future commitment or

moral obligation.) This “yes, yes, yes”’ cavsed many misunder-

standings between the Japanese and the foreigner. This could be

one of the factors which caused an impression to the outside worl
<
that the Jap nese do not live up to their promises.

4. There are only few foreigners mho understood Japan and
the Japanece. Joseph R. Crew is one of those few mho knew Japan
well. In his' 'Ten ¥Years in Japn”, Yuagsa received an informetion

that the war began on October 25. The Emperor is peaceploving,

and edlicted to preserve peace at any cost. But the militarists

dlsobeyed the Imperical edict.
Christianlity 1s off'icially recognized as one of the national

religions of Japan. There are at leasgt 300,000 Christians in
L

Japan and the number 1s steadly increasing. liany bibles wikit€en

in Japanese have been recovered by the American invasion -forces
on the battlefields. Yuasa ha$f seen two pocket-size bibles in

Japanege that had been picked up at Attu® These bibles

underlines marked in them; 1t indicated that the soldiers of the
}r

Japanese army are allowed to pursue their own rel%N}even on the

battlefields. In order to lead the future Japan, the Japanese

must become true Christians. "If you are to remdin as half-

baked, hypoeritiec Christians, you are mworse than true Buddhists."

(Mlany of the audience, except chruch goers, did not accept this

conc lusion. )
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A regular meeting of the Block Managers was held this morning
from 9 o'clock in the conference room of the Unit Bdministration
Bullding.
It was decided by the “anagers to hold their meeting from
9:30 A. 1. hereafter. It was difficult, they said, to get up
/garly enough to come out there on time, if it was held at 9 o'clock.
. Sakal announced that there would be no\departur'e of reloca-
tees tonight, because the speclal train was pogstponed for one
day on account of troop movement.

Sakai read a lbtter from the Community “ouhcil of Heart
Mountain to the Community Council here, which was referred to him.
The Council wanted to know

l. Whether the residents here had gotten linoleum flooring

in their apartment.

2+ Whether they are supplled amply and reguglarly with
~

buckets, brooms,¢f&.

anm
#. Whether they getﬂadequate supply of soap.

4. T%ther they have wire screens on their @indows.
From the context of the letter it was obvious they are complaining

about those things at Heart iMountain. At Poston, we have no com-
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~plaints about those things except soap. The residents realize
that soap is hard to obtain even on the outside, although they
complain about it sporadically for a good measure. The Supervisor
had been placing orders for soap at the beginning of every fiscal
guarter, but he had been notified that it was impogsible to pur-
chase 1t in plg quantities.

Yanamoto of Block 11 expressed his appreciation for the do-

nations to the Mitani family who left for Crystal City on April

14.




A1 0r 47 47 1 8E 1 28 41 1 K t§ i
. lT.":.‘,"7,’,"'..:“'.'."'2'_"

MM:K z3 The following article appeared in the Colorado Times of

March 18, 1944:
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Demver has 1,083 of the “Yapanese relocated from the West
Coaskt two years ago and later released to support themselves, the
second largest number among all citles in the United States,
Secretary Ickes disclosed in Washington Thursday.

The relocated population was more than three times as large
as Denver's prewar Japanese populatdon, and brought the total of
persons of Japanese blood in the city to approximately 1,400.

The 1940 census listed 323 Japanese as Denbver residents.

Ickes Baid more than 21,000 of the 112,000 people of Japanese
angestry removed from the West Coast to relocation centers early
in 1942 are now living and supporting themselves outside the centers.

Colorado and Utah received the largest number among the
7,000 who relocated in the Hocky Mountain states, but the state
gotals were not included in press dispatches. Others have sought
homes in states farther east, particularly Illinois, Ohio and
Michigan.

The report stated Chicagc, where more than 5,500 are now
living, has been the most popular city. After Chicago and Den-
ver, cities in which considerable numbers have relocated are
Cleveland, 787; Salt Lake City, 740; Detrolt, 531; Minneapolis,
4643 New York City, 406; and Washington, 150.

iiore than 19,000, the Secretary said, have been granted in-
definite leave to establish homes in communitles scattered from
the eastern boundary of the ejclusion area to the Atlantle Coagt.
On geagsonal leave mainly as farm workers are between 2,000 and
3,000 others, while an army battalion composed entirely of Amer-
icans of Japanese descent has already served in the Italian cam-
paign.

Tekes said that of the empoyabié men granted leaves, more
are engaged in agrlculture than in amy other occupation.

YA .fact that/Qﬁs been widely overlooked," Ickes said, "is
that these people are mainly American citlzens, entitled to
the FL{¥d rights specifically guardnteed to all American citizens.
Fully twopthirds of them were born in America, and 72 per cent of
these native-born Amer icans have never seen Yapan.”

Ickes emphasized that both the citizens and the aléens have
been carefully screened and "only those who are loyal citizens or
law-abiding aliens are receiving permission to relocate.”

"It has never been the intentlon of the government to hold
these Japanese in relocation centers longer than was needed to
segregate those whose sympathies lay with Japan from those whosge
sympathies lay with the United States, and to make arrangements
for the resettlement of those eligible for leave," Ickes sald.
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The following articles should be noted in the Poston Chro-

nicle of today;
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171 Pass, 50 Rejected Sunday (page 1)
1944 Rice Allocatdons Announced (page 1)
Washington Analyst Visitor Here (page 1)

Horse Laugh (page 3)

An eidtorial, "Tragedy in Siecily", which appeared in the
Loa Angeles Examiner of March 21, 1s receiving a considerable 4h-
tention of many residents here --- the Isseil and the Nisei. The
gsentences which eapeclally interested them are reproduced here.

"Wight months after the event, the American people have learn-
ed that through a Tragic Error twenty-three of our geh transport
planes were shot down by our own anti-aircraft fire with the loss
of four hundred and ten young American lives.”

" « o« mhat the people cannot accept mithout censure is the
indei%nsible and ugpardonable SUPPRESSION of the facts for over
eight months --- facts which were at last revealed apparently in
accidental disclosure.”

"This is not the only instance of the suppression of vital
information."

'The disturbing thing is that they do not GET the news prompt-
ly In any event, and NOW "THEY MUST SUSPECT AND EVEN CONCIUDE THRT
THEY DO NOT GET SOME OF IT AT ALL."




'113;. 2_$ The spanish Consul wrote to "the Spokesman for the Residents’

R*QaJL Cawclrequesting him to send him-%he-list of the Japanese nationals in
MaXlsa  the center and $he llst of those who had applied for pepatriation
through other agencles than the Spanish authorities. According
. to okamoto, Burge was reluctant to have anyone furnish the re-
quested lists to the Consuls Burge showmed Okamoto a letter

written ®»y the Preject Pirecter te the Censul en February 15
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on the followilng three points, which had been requested by the
Spanish Consul on his last visit here in December:

le A lilst of deaths of the vapanese nationals in the center
was sent.

2. Hls request for a list of evacuees in the center must
come through the State Department.

S« Lists of those who appdied through the "RA had been
sent to the Spanish Embassy from time to time, and the project

deemed unnecessary to compile a new list.

o
The Consul's letter read by Okamoto was dated 4o February

18, and the Councllmen thought these letters must have crossed
their ways. They, however, advised Okamoto to write to the Con-

gsul for confirmation.
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i$2£1L44 ; Recent rumors I heard from resldents regarding the eonditions

in Tule Lake are as follows:

Even the smaller children are talking about ’‘status quo”.
It has become a catch word with the residents.

During the disturbance the canteensg were open for business
as usuale The volume of sales dld not decrease. MNany people
in Tule Lake had become financially inconvinienced as the trouble
prolonged without any slgn of settlement. This fact alone

wag strong enough to convince many residents to vote againet
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the status quo. “Nowedays we can't laugh at ¢ 16-a-month wages,
because that 1= the only source of income. People can't be too

choosy, becuvase they had to have this income to live. Many of

them lost their pré%vacnation savingg or decreased thelr savings

to such extent that they began to morry about money,”™ one Tule
L ake correspondent reperted in his letter,

A Tule, Leke rumor has 1t thst a Japanese chef was found
by the FBI for hoarding food which had been dlstributed to his
blocks The chef had been placed in the stockade, but he was
beaten by other Japanece there ag a congpirator who had worked
apainst the lnteredt of the fellow Japanese.

On February 1 the Elementary School began to Operate:

As of February 1l, about 4,300 evacuees are working on the
project employment in Tule lLake.

nere

At present ther%\?dv Japanese confined in"the stockade.

To date 55 have been released.

1 1 il g




JANUARY 19 == (1)
A letter from Tule Iake to a Poston resident is reproduced
here in parts:

" o o » In the near future this center will be settled

fine by the sontroling of WRA as usual as before. Yesterday
the notice which is on the other paper was announced at
every apartment. Every resldentg over 18 had taken a

vote for supporting Status Quo or against Status Quo.
Against Status Quo (genjec 1]i) won by 400 points in the
whole camp. Every worker will go basck to their works,

and confine will be disarmed soon. The shcol will be
started mext week. I surely glad evéry thingd turn in

this way o « o”

(The following mimeographed notice was enclosed in the
letter.)

STATEMENT

The responsible men of the various divisions and
sections, after discussion and due deliberation at se-
veral meetings held, arrived at a conculsion that &he—
the ount@nuation,@ﬁ the Dai-hyo Shas' poliey of "status
quo® not only was and 1s unable to restore normality
in this center, but have falled valnly in their attempt
to release the "justifiable” colonists detained. Belng
unable to dlsregard the lnconviniences and sufferings
of the residents of this Project, we, hereby, have raso&ed
to take the initial step in order to reestablish normaley
in this center by requesting all those various sections and
division workers to resume their respective jobs immedi-
ately and at the same time try to expend our utmost efforts
for the release of those "justifiable” colonists detained.

Herewith, we, the responsible men of various diwision
and sectlons, maﬁe public our bellefs on the supplementary
report. We, hereby, submit to 2ll those colonists, 18
years of age or over, by secret ballot for your approval
or rejection on the cquestion of “status quo”

(¢fs January 17, page 1, the thrid 1item)
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Residents here have been complaining lately that the
Christmag packages they had sent to their friends at Tule ILake

did not reach theme Inquirles from Poston revealed that they

have not resceived them. lany persons sent candies and cookles.
Some sent MNochi to Tule Iakes The residents are accusing the
Me Pe's at Tule Iake of Yeonffsceting”™ them for thelr own use.
I fail to see what the Jii. P.'s would do with the Mochi.




liasakl of Block 22, who had distributed the free calendars
of the Poston Chroniele, (Of: Janvary , page ) reprorted
to the councilmem that he had been consulted by General lana-
ger Kato of the Community “nterprises as to the dispostion of
their calendars, which had been ordered by them to be distri-
buted to the residents free in accordance with the request of
the Local Couneil (Of: Wovember 17, page 6, the fifth paragraph).
The Poston Chronicle had distributed theirs already, as lMasaki
put it, and the Community Enterprises did not know what to do
with theirs. The Community tnterprises had received a ship-

ment of 4,000 calendars, vasaki reported. The councilmen ade

viged Maski to distribute the calendars of the Commnity Enter-

prises in the mahner he saw fit.




