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"liow ean wo control and eliminate gambling effectively and
speedily here?® is the nost peramount eurrent® question discussod
seriously among tho evacuees at the Colorade River Relocation Center.

The publio sentiment against pembling was fostered gradually by the
ehurch groups and by the evecuse offieials, especially since the Novem
ber incident, and was intensified greatly recently because of soveral cases
of flagrent disregerd by the gamblers for other rosidents. An enalyeis
of the gambling history at Poston presents repetition of meny femiliar
pattorns end attitudes of the pre-Pearleiarbor Jepanese corrunities in
Californias The Poston situation may be divided inte the follewing
stapes:

1. Cordonstion of "hana" game and poker for small stales,
8+ Orpanisation by a amall group of men of commercial gambe

ling housess

8« Ineremse in the smount of stales,

de Use of intinidation and bribory by the promotors to furthor
their interecte

e Fear and anxiety of the comamity residents for a syndicate
te gain strongheld. Their increesing resentment against the evil and the
sbugese -

| .8. Intensified and inoreased gembling estivity by young peoples

Alern by their paronts,

7+ Publiec moetings to stamp it outs

These Poston aspeets were not uncommon among the Japancse
eomrmnitice in Califernia. The Jepansse were usually slow o set until
guvenile delinguent cases became alarmingly eorious before they could
suosessfully campaipn against the professional gamblers. OSome of the
erusades were successful in stamping out vice groups, while othors failed
couplotely. wmmmmmmw—n»m




commnitios, vhoreas in the larger citics such as Los Angeles, Sen Frane
eiseo, Seorsmento, otes, o eyndicate wne so well orgamized beceuse of the
corruption of the publie officials that the conseiencious residents were
powerless in erusadings Espeeially in Los Angolos, the vice syndicate, the
Tokys Club, enjoyed a monopoly, its anmual intake aggrogating in execss of
one million dollars, and wielded a great peolitical influence over the
Japenese. Inasmuch as Pooton 48 comprised of tho cvesuces mostly from
Seuthern California, a brief ascount of the recent history of gambling in
Los Angeles and the surrounding communities shall aid the reader in gaining
insight inte the gambling condition by the Japanese at this relocation canpe

FRIVATE GAMES

The Dietriet Attorney for the county of Los Angoles remarked a
fow yoars ogo, "The Jopancse are the best laweablding people. There are
no major crimes smong yous mly cases come up for our attention ere those
of garbling, vhich, I an sorry to say, are mumorous.”

As he said, arrests for pembling were frequent in the Japanose
ecommund ty, indieating widespread participation by the Japanese people. It
mmm@quumumm-wtutmmmm
raided by the police., Yot dospite the arrests the gambling flourished unabateds
Let us firet present private gemws, those enjoyed among friends in homes.
™o eommon pames played in private residences are hana, pokor, diee throwing,
and mah jong. Among these hana was the moot popular geme, It ie a geme
the Jepanese immigrants brought over with them, Vhenover three or four
or five Issei wore soen togethor arcund a table, they were invariably playing
hanaes In faot, it wes not an emagperation if omo had siad that the Issei did

not Imow any othor device of gemo but hana, They did not take on Americen
gemes, but they stuck to the Japanese geme as though it were the ouly game




_ emisting. Bspeclally in the districts where Japenese of the lower class
wore concentrated ono did not ensounter any diffieulty in locating the
gamo and jolning in % In "boarding houses® for gardeners in the "Tenth
Stroet Distriet"S or "Seinanelu™ op in the fishermen's berracks of Tere
minal Island,® mon end wonen were found ebsorbed in playing the hama
game in tobacco-smoleefilled rooms nightly or whenever they could not

work due to the inelement woather comditions Thelir stake veried amywhere

from five cents to one dollar a gamep that is to say, five cents to one

dollar changed hand within five to ten minutess The vietor's spoil for
an evening in such gemes averaged ebout one dollar fi the fivewcent pame
end about twenty or thirty dollars for the one-dollar game. Nowever, it
was more cormon among the gardeners and the fishermen to set the stake at
twenty-five cents a gamoee-an evening's haul for the vioter being about

ten dollars.

A8 it has boen noted, hana was more widely played among the older
Japanose of the lowor olass or of the lower insome groupe. Oardeners, fishe
ernmen, older produce men, farmers, migratory farm laborers had especial
liking for the games But who olse wore thoro amowngthe Issed in California?
Very, very fow others. As the censue would reveal almost all the Issei in
California were engaged either in farming, gardeming, fishing, or domestie
service. Therefore, it was of'ten corredtly exprossed that the geme had an
universal appeal for the older Japancse. Of them, it was more frequently
played among the fishermen, the gardenecrs, and the migratory laborers, bee
cause they either lived closely together or had more opportunities to
assonble in one place in addition to having frequent idle or unemployed
periodss As a corollary, the farmers and the domestiocs indulged in it enly
occasionally, since they lived soattered and had less cpportunity to assemble
togethere




In paseing, it is interesting to note that in the upper and the
middle olasses of Jepan sbeotention from the game is strioctly selfeenforced
not only for feer of the police and social eritieism, but also, for pride in
sedhering to the moral standerds of the classess It is only ameng the lower
elass people and the people of speeial groups such as theatriecal people and
professional entertainers that the geame i6 ocondomed. And it is from thie
lower class of Japan that the Califernia Japansse population extracted ite
largest, if not almost ontive, portion.

Then, why is hana so populsr emong the California Issei? Wo
doubt, there may be many roasonss esch student having his own deduction
why 4% is prevalont ameng the peoples The writer, howsver, believe that
the reasons for the popularity ocan be summarized in the following aspootss

1, Uane i8 a simplo gamo, It 18 somowhat like rumy. Its rules
are easy to graspe

2+ Omnly a fow players are needed for the game. Two men can play

ite Tt also can be played by as meny o6 seven persons, although it ie
noat usuel and best to have four or five contestants.
8« The parephernalia are inexpensive. It requires a set of cards,

vhich 1o sold for sbout twentyefive conta, The set is dureble and cen be
used for daye and days, unlike the playing eards which are changed for a
new set every hour or so during ene poker sessions

4 There is an equal echanee for every partiecipant, Uo speeial
sleill is nocessary after ono becomes fonilier with the simple technique.
Unlike poker, the skill of betting or of bluffing is not needed,

B¢ The pgame is coparatively free from cheating. It ie an exsep=
tional person who can cheat with hana. It takes yvars and yoars of practive
before one can cheat with the hana oards, besides laymen regularly avoid
to play with these "professionals”, vhose reputation spreeds repidly in the
eormuni tye




6s The Isgei, since coming over to this country, congrepated
emong themselves and had little soeial contact with the Caucasians of the
eommnity. They failed to ebsord the American ways of life, although most
of them had beem hore more than thirty yoarse

7« lena playing, "go", "shegi", pieture shows in Japenese, otece.
are the enly means of their recreating, They did not dewvelep appreciation
in participation of sports or watching of sporte. Baseball was the only
game which the Issei took on as spoctators with enmthusiasm, especially in
the twontiese DPven this was limited only to the small portion of the pop=
ulations The Issel could not enjoy American movies due to their inability
wmmma.«m«»mwm@mﬁm»m*m
is nothing in moviess Kisoes and Idesess That's alls A man and a woman
got together and they go through all kinds of erotie postures en the screens
I don't enjoy thinge like thats," Thus the variety of recreation they can
enjoy vere very limited, indicating that their history of immigration was
that of hard strugglos and theoy hod very little leisure to thomselves.

In contrast with the popularity of hana emong the Issei, the game
mmmmwummmmm. Opocasionally young people are
seen playing the geme, but they are aimost always Kibei. With the Mised,
poker was root populars The young men were meeting together in thelr
frionds® homes regulerly and were holding "sessione”, With the young

businose and profossional mon of Little Tolkyo, the "market boys"® end the
fruit stand exployees, the "sessions” were more freguent and more regular,
einge they toiled only for the short union hours daily and had their eveninge
£reo, bogidos they had steady incemo and were comfortably sot economicallye
Tith many of them the poker "sossion” wes the basie of a eligue and the

common ground of their friendship. Seme of these oliques held their “meotinge”
es often an three times a weel:, cach one taking turn end inviting the othors
to hic homos Ome young men would say to anothor, say on e street in Little
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Tokyo o in the Wholesale Produce Marbet, "oy, Jood At Jimmde's tenighte
Eight o'clocks"

The slgo of stalw of thoir geme veried from penngpwanto-twoebite
limd$ to nickoleaniowtobloslimite he former wes eommon among high school
boys, who alao liked the geme and pleyed 1t behing the becks of their pavents.
e latier was oot prevalemt in the older Meed eirelej; it meant that the
minimm of ande 45 five conts and the ohips inm his possession are the limi®
of one bettinge The player bought the original chips verying in the amount
from ten to twenty dollarsy ot the begiming of the "session" froem the “bank”,
ususlly the host for the evenings A8 tho ewening progressed, the unluely
enee hed ¢o buy rore ohips with cash again and egain from the "benk” end the
'mmmohmhﬂwimnmammammtm. It inoroased to such an
extont that 4¢ was not rore anong thom €0 see in ene cingle pot ships werth
nore thom seventy=five dollars toward the end of the evenings It was of'tén

reported that this or thet lueky pergcn went homo with o wimsing of ono
WNMM«M However, since such large winninge
reseived publiclity out of proper proportion emong the elique eoquaintancos
and wore tallod about rore widely then others, it is safer to report that

it vac more usual in an ordinary “sossion” to find eash in the amount of
muﬂmmmmmmmma

The poler "sossion” also served as a sooial meeting for the
middle elass Mised, During Uw ovening many gossips ccucerning thelr
friends end their camunity were emchanged emong thewms The host or hie
wife served refrochmentss; for the ocost of food and the decks of cards the
hoet wes generally priviledged to take out ten conts or twentyefive cents
from the lerger pots from time to timee To bo celled a "charming” or "nice”
lady end to aveid bedng oalled o "jJoyekiller" or an “lod battle ame” the
host's wifo had to wait on the guests gracefully with erdle, even though
she right have condermation and conbempt for hep husband for gemblinge
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It was her duty as a "perfoot” hostess to keep her even disposition even
if the "mooting” lasted inte the eerly moraing hourse

The common kinde of pober played by these people were five-ocard
stud poker, soveneeard stud poker, end draw poker. OF these the young
Nised liked sevenwoard stud poker, as they would say, "the pot gets bdigger®,
while the high school boys enjoyed smal five-card stud or draw poker, satice
fying themselves with a spoil of one dollar or one dollar and a half for a
- days

Along with poler games, "twentye-one” was played sometimes ameng
them, espeeially among the adolescontsp it did not, however, gain popularity
and limited only to the extent of "lkilling tirme” for one hour or so with
a twenty-five eent or fifty cent capitels

In the somewhat same degree of popularity for "twentywone" in the
Japancse ocommundty the diceethrowing ecould also be oclasseds It was played

for the similar purpose of "killing time"; it never gained the widespread
favor of hana or poker and wns played only occasionally among a small
portion of the Nisei« Gomotimes the Hisei were seen throwing the diece
mmmmnmmmmvumwmuuum

houses or in the washeroom of fruit stands; and it wgs very rare to see the
oldor Issei indulging in the dicoethrowings |

Other games of chanco such as lah Jong and Pin Pall meshines had
their ups and downs in the seale of popularity. e height of fad fer Mah
Jdong in Los Angeles and its vieinities was in 1025 « 1980, During this
pmumm“lmrwwﬂnﬁuhoiulupmnuht
wildfire and they all began to learn it Its rules, hewever, were 60
sorplicated and its paraphernalia were so expensivesea set costing about
fiftoen to thirty dollars doponding upon 1te qualityeethat many of the
bogimners dropped out before they eould mastor its At the end it was mestly
the shop omnore and the artisans of Little Tokyo and the produce marlket




owners who kept on with the gare. They invited their friends in the ovening
and played a game or two, as a game would last about ome hour and a half to
two hours end a half, AS this stage of the lMah Jong fad they were intent upenm
improving their skill and enjoyed it as a form of amusemont without having
a cash ctal®e ﬂmemumm-ummuuﬂmm
although the rivaley within the elesed cirele of family friends failed evens
tually ¢o satiate the incressing ogotism of their own skill end consequently
outside conpotitions weve sought out whenover possibles OSuch a desire to
have eompetition with unfemilior players culminated in holding a Mah Jong
tournaments, The firet of the tournaments was held in 1928, and thereaftor
such o meoting was held monthly or biemonthly, usually on Sundays They
rented & large roception hall of a Japanese restaurant in Little Tolkyo for
the oocasion, beginning the gmme early in the afterncon and lasting

until nine or ten o'elock at night, Its sponsors customarily charged oash

player ono dollar or one dollar and a half as entry fee, for which they
served good dimners in the evening in addition to meny prizes offered to
the winners, The tournament wes given ample publieity well in advance of
the date in the Jepenese newspepers and always drew o good mixed erowd,
of ten mmbering more than one hundred contestante, It always turned out
to be a jolly, heppy Sunday for the players, enjoying the merry, friendly
atmosphere. If one was & wimner, he received not only a prise such as

a trophy or a fountain pen set but aleo a mention in the Jepanese newspaper
articles reporting the tournament.

In spite of the avid indulgence by the business men and the artisans
and their wives, Mah Jong playing failed to pemetrate either doeply or ome
tensively inte the Japanese sociectys To the farmers or the fishermen, for
instance, it was semething mystorious) and to the lidsei it was somwthing
tedious end foreigne The farmers or the fishermen were too busy with their
chores or too impatient to learn the complicated ruless The Nisei desired




enappier” games. Therefore, it wes not surprising at all that support by
the seleet group was not enough and tho fad for the Chinese game gradually
died dom after the pealr of 1989-1020. |

It was about 1052 when the popularity of Mah Jong playing
revived and saught on with now addictss This time, however, it was not
a8 o form of mmsementy but it deteriorated into a deviee of gamblinge
in private hames, where it was played formerly enly for fun of playing it,
the peeple wore betting one-tentheofwascent & pointe it weant that the
original investment for & gane for each player was ene dollar, as he was given
two thousand points to start withe It also meant that his averase wiming
or loss for a game was about fifty cents to one dollars As it is always the
case, they eould not be satisfied long with such a emall amount of momey ad
gstale, The otale gradually inoreased to onvefiftheof-secent a point and
eventually to onewgent & polats that is to say, the ariginal eapital ine
ereased to two dollars and finally to twenty dollars, and the player's
average turn over for & game was anywhore from one dollar or one doller and

e half %o ten or fiftoen dollarss WVith the inercase of stake the pame attras=

tod "bums” end "Nisel undesirsbles”, who were not equipped with either the
parsphernalia or place to playe In order to sccomodate tho need of these

men "with too much time and don't know what to do with it", lah Jomg elubs
gprang up in Little Tolyos The purpose of the clubs was to arrange for a
rmmmmwmmu-mhaumammm.m
fifteen cents por pame per players Some of these elubs were quite rospoctable
Mumiwmmnmumnnndwm.u“mm
to walk in and find the pertners for & geme anytine Uiy desired, although the
Jupanese women frowned upon such placess The stake of one-fiftheascent a point
wes most commen end larger staled were not encouraged at these plusce, as ome
proprietor remarked, "if they play for too big money, there are alwys big
losers., The big losors can't come back end play some mores I don't want

o lose my customerse" ‘
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At the height, in 19383, there wore as many as six Veh Jong elubs
prosporing in the downtown Japanese sections And it was a rule rather than
an exception then that the players were going full blast with the Chinese
bamboo blocke as late as two or three o'closk in the mornings Dut the
prospority for these establishwents wes of a short duration, as it again
failed to draw new converts in & great mmber and the support by the "hoode
lums” end e fow respoctaoble men alone wae not enough te sustain the intensity
of the fad for longe By 1980 all but one of these olubs closed their doors

and the game returned Yo the homes of the middle class Japanese, although

they retained the habit of gambling for small stakess 7o indicate that the
Hah Jong erage in the Jepanwee comunity waned repidly end could not regain
1ts old glory one could say that during 1086 - 1041 there were only two or
three townaments, which did not possess the gaynese or merriment of the bLye
gone days and that there was only cne llah Jong olub exmisting in the oity at
the time of the evacuation meagerly as a side=business for a pool halle
‘mmmwmt@stmanmmmmummm:mm
in atties and Lasements thom the Japanose were paolking for the issembly centerse
w-mzmwﬁmaongmmuumrmecmunm
The TPirst time thet the nachines were used as devices for gambling was soon
afbor their appearance in the town in 1652+ At the early stage of this
garbling, a fow men wore clustered eround a mashine and were shooting the balls
in the machine one by one, manipulating the handle spring cerefully and aiming
at the pre-seleeted pin expertly. Eaeh player bet ten cenmts and the highost
ssorer took possession of the dimes in the pot., Soen the stake was hiked
up to twenty-five cents and them %o fifty ceatss Later on, since the manipe
ulating and aiming took time and were tedious, they banged eway at oneco all
the ten balls in the machine with one violeit stroles That is, if five boys
were playing together and betting fifty cents each, a game was decided within
ton minutes and the wimner took twe dollars and fifty cents in the pots
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A variation of this form - at a faster paoe to minimize the time spent for
e gam « was for a player to talo.a turn at the maochide as bofore but to
put wp a eertain arbitrary anvunt of cash, say two dollars, challenging the
- noneplayers that ho would soore a certain total point previously egreed
upon between thame e spoctators them would "oover” the bot individually
uanmwymmmmwm‘ The @anw was
deeided within two minutes end menoy ohanged hands more repidly. This form
was especially populer with sow Hisel business end professional wen and
"markot boys". muﬁ'ﬁm.‘ﬁmﬂnmmngmmw&ihm
in 1934, men wore bottiag anywhore from fifty dollare to one hamdred and
fifty dollare for oo gane The writer witanessed these "big pames” quite
often in the drug etore ot the oorner of Jan Fedro and Bast First Streets,
right in the hoard of little Tolyve In omw of these "ecuntests”, there were
marmmyamgmm@gmumamm'm‘
player was putting wp twenty=five dollars and the Yot we eovered by two
mane In addition to this peol, the spectators wero betiing separately
anong themselves, some botting fMifteen dollars that the player would meke
tho total polnt and finding a taker in the erowd, anothor peir tetting ten
dollars botween them, and otill enother otaking twenty dollsrs, Vith a
single violent bang at the mashine Ly the player, twenty-five dollars changed
hands between the player and the twe men who had covered the bet, while “ten
dollars; £ifbeen dollars, twenty dollars, and so on passed in many separabe
sets of betbers scverallye In this single gano which lacted less than one
minute, eash in oxoess of ono ndred and £if'ty Gellars in agsrogete onchane
god the ocuncrge AL this drugetore it was interesting Lo obeerve then that
e polieeman detalled to the traffic at tw street intersection was o
busy pertiecipent in this crowde
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The "big time" Pin Ball gambling at the drugstore went on ostentatiously
evoryday for a fow monthe from the early hours in the afterncon to the closimg
time of the store attra ting a good sized, enthusiastie erowd until it suddenly
disappeared and small betting ;ames of the former days returned. The story
about what had taken place meanwhile was thiss The Japanese organized gevdling
syndioate was alarmed over thousands of dollars "transacted” in the store in
& day and evidently its business volume, especially the sale of lottery tickets,

droppeds The organization feared the inoreasing popularity of the competition

from the Pin Ball machines in the community that it sent ome day a gang of
"hust:ies" to the owner of the store and "warmed" him to stop the big stake
gembling at his place. There wasmother place, it was reported, in the wholee
sale produce distriet which had been operating a similar gasbling and returned
to smaller stakes about the same time.

In spite of the fact that the gambling syndicate was alarmed over the
machine playing, the fad did not penetrate the Japanese population extensivelye.
It was only eonfined among the young "downtown orowd” and the “market boys,"
that is, emong the Nisei in their twenties. It utterly failed te catoh
on with the Issel or with the rural Japunese. It was because of the intense
oraze among those Nisel who were their profitable oliemts and loss of prestig:
to have their menopoly of the gembling busines: violeted that created concern
among the syndicate.

Thus the gambling with the Pin Dall machires for the ﬁiggor amount of
cash was eliminated by the external pressure for the selfish motive, but the
machines playing for nominal stakes was flourishing unabated among the young
umens With the advent of more complicated, elestrically opeorated machines
about 1036 even this practice of competing for the small sums at stake practie
cally disappeareds The boys were satisfied with play ng the now electric
gudgets without betting and were more intent upon winning the prizes offered

by the houses The owner of the machi es were slso careful to stimulate and




. sustain the interest of these boys in them by exchanging the old omes with
newer and more and more intricate models from time to time.

Then what was the profit from these machines for the owner of a foatau;-aat
of a drugstore, who had the gadget installed in his premises and made it
avallable for  layers? It was reported that there wore two ways of obtaining
the use of such machinres, which were e clusively owned by two or three syndicates
exolusively in Los Angeles most of the syndicate membors with whom the writer
was acquainted -ere invariably Jowishe One of the two ways of renting was
on a rercentage basis and the other was on straight set rental basis. The machine
wni never sold cutrighte With the porcentage basis the owner and the operator
generally split the intake fifty-fifty, although this ratio varied slightly
in somo oasese With the latter form the monthly rentals varied from twenty
to thirty-five dollarse It wag sald by many operators that it was much more
profitable to rent them on the cash basis, as the following figures would reveal,
In 1932 a very early, crude m-del rented for twenty or twenty-five dollars
per months One restsurant owner in Little Tokyo who hed such o machine in
his place, repcorted that the aversge dalily gross income was a;proximately
five dollars and fifty cemtse That is to say, his not earning from the

gadpot for cne month was ore hundred snd forty dollers after dedueting the

rental of twemntyefive dollars. The owner of the infamous drugstore at the

intersection of San Pedro and East First Streets, who also cperated one machine
confided onee that he averaged about nine dollars daily. It meant that he
Was earning about three hundred dollars monthly by just letting the boys
Play the Fin Dall pames.

With the introduction of more intricate modele and overabundance of
machines available for the commmity, 1t was true that the operators! intake

desreased congiderablyes Even then the earning was lucrative enough. In 1938
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the same drugstore owner reported that he was taking in about ten dollars daily
from three machines of different patterns. lHie net income, it showed, was still
in excess of two hundred dollars o monthe Ono restaurant owner in the City
Yholesale Produce Market district, who operated two machines, reported about
the same time that his monthly net income from them averaged a out one hundred
fifty dollarse. It might be true that the casee cited here are those of extremely
profitable establishments. Even if a concession is made to regard these cases
to be those of special prosperous cnes, it is still quite evident that a monthly
profit of thirty or forty dollars from a machine wus not at all diffioult. It
wag no wonder that every drugstore owner or restaurant owmer was fighting to
got new end rovel machines and was anxious to attrsct the pleasure-seelring boys
for they took up little floor space and required little attention of shepkesperse
The rin Ball machines in Los Angeles went out of existence ocompletely
in 1040 when the Dowron administration decided te clean up vice in the olty.
Mt_h o single stroke of the police viee sguad gone wore the glamorcus days
for the gadgetss The operators raised their hands in horror and lamented the
possing of never-miss profitemsking instrument. Of course, they protested
vigorously but their protestation fell on deaf ears and was in vaine The proe
hibition of operation put »n end to the source of luorative extra income and
endangered the existence of some of the stores which depended heavily on such

earningse The writer remembers twe ocases of store closing soon after the ine

oldent. Both of these wore restaurants in the wholesale produse market

districts The owner of one of these said, "I was making the store rent from

the machines. Now with those machines gome there ain't emough profit teo

stay in the bminna? The other owner compainéd, "I have been going in the

hole ever since those machines were taken cut by the polices Vhy don't those
politicisns go after big guyse They shouldn't have bothered with those machines.
They are alpighty thoy ere for olean fun,"




~ Of less importance was contract bridge playings It was enly
emong o handful of the middle olass or college bred Hisei that the
popular Amorican game found favors Although they were enthusiastie
adhoerents and held perties among themselves often, gambling with meney was
unlnewn to thom generslly. They took on bridge playing, it seemed, as
a substitute for poker or hana, which was fromed upon by them as eheape
They hed been playing the game many years, some lmown to be playing
since a8 oarly as 1925, but outeide of their eircle it falled to spreed
foar, Many Jopanose encered et their bridge playing as teylng to be
"uppish” or "fashionable.”

Therefore, one could say in broad perspective that ¢here were
only two meoane of gumbling for money es the privately played pemes in
the Japancse commmnity vhich held any significance besause of ito intene
siveness, extensivoness, and permanency-enamoly, hana for the older

Japancse and poker for the Meei., Shoulld the roader corprehend the
extravegent prip of these two pames over the Japanese people, he has
an exoellent ineight into the unorganized, unsyndicated gembling of
mw_mwmmm Hena and poker were intore

woven with the daily 1ife of most of the Japanose to such an oxtent
that they could not feel the moral restraint of violating a penal eolle
and they were playing the gameo ostentatieusly and eopenly im the
sanetum of private homes, When come follow countrymen happened to
vigit sush a home, the plgyers without any sign of shame kopt on with
the geme and did not male any attempt to conceal it from the intruders.
It was not necvssary at all to hide the game from other Japanese because
the Jepanese ecrrmmnity as a whole aseeptod and condoned the hana playing
in the greater degree and the poker playing in semevhat loss degree as
the ineviteble and "leglitimate”.sources of recreations




TE RGANIZED CABLING

Every disouseion of the organized or syndicated ganbling in the
Japanese canmuity of California mmet noocessarily be contered around
the sotivities of the powerful Japanose orgenisation, the Tolyo Clube
And every disoussion of the Tokyo Club, in turn, must be fooused upon
the sctivities of the Los Angeles Tolyo Club, which was the valn
offico and the holding cwrpany of other Tolye Clubs in the vest
metwork extending not only throughout the state of Califernia but
alse inte Oregon, Washinglon, and Utahe
_ Pirat, let us survey the early history of the organigation
briefly. (me old Issei, who immigrated into Amorica in 1000 eo a
young boy, reminiseed recently about his younger dayse e sald
that be always liked gaublinge MHe sald that as soon as he set foot
in California he began %o migrate scascnally from farn %o farm ac &
harvest helper in company of sevoral Japanese meme Mo refleocted, “of
couree, wo played hana almost every night among ourselves, Dut that
was not encughe You keep on playing one kind of game in the sane
Gonpany and soen you orave for somo diversion. (ne Satunday night come
of the boys toel me to & ohop suey restaurant in a nearby tom. Ve
ato a niee dinner and then they took mp to the back of the rostaurante
$oro thero wore sowo Chinamen end Jupancse playing “shecke"” and
lottory ticletes Ihoy taught me how to play “sholkos® It wasn't
difficult %o lowrms All you have to do is to place your moneoy on @
cortain mmbers %he dealor counts tho beans and you know within a
short time vhwther you win or loses I remember I won some money
that nights And that was the beglanings I got tho habit of goling
%o these joints as soon as I got tho paye Oh yos, I moved from a
mum.mm-umnuutmmm
Joint in a town noarby,
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"Remembor,” he contimued, "that was back inm 1900's. There was
5o Tokyo Club thens All ouwr gambling exeept hana gemes was done in these
Chinese jolnte. I gave all my pay memey te those Chineses I was young
then and nover thought of savinge I worked from o payday to next paye
day and then toolt the payemoney there and splurged it away. Don't
think I was a special casoj all the other Japanese I lmew were doing
the camo. YhmmmnmruMMuulmm
away all the wages from all of us Jepancses I don't lmow how nany
tens of thousands dollars the Culifornia Jepencse were pouring inte the
eaches of the Chineses "e sure were suckors. Then a feow years after
the Eerthquake of San Franeisco sore bright Japancee cew a gold mine
in the business and openod a place in the Japancse town of San Pranoiseocs
I don't remember if they oalled it Tolyo Club them or nots but anyway,
this wes the boginning of the Tokyo Clube It wne patterned after thove
Chinese placess thore you ecould play "seeke,” dice games, blackjael,
pokor, “gehen®,® or lottery tiokots. Yos, I patrenised the place
vhenover I was in San Franeiscoj and so did other Jeapanvees They
bogen to do a swell business. Soen the oludb gent its boye out to other
towns in California where Japancse were congrogated densely and set
wp eimilar jJointe. We wont to these Japanese places now instead of
the Chinese gambling houses. You lmow, it is alwaye nicor %o patronise
your own people rather than othor rocess There wore lote of Tolyo
Clubs ell over California one time, but some died out, because of
poor business or the opposition from respectéble Japanese of the
communi ties, while othore survived till todaye

"Yoah, the gambling got inte ry bome,” he lamented, "because of
ganbling I was nevor able to got married, although I worked hard and
earncd lote of moneys If I had saved those money, I would be eitting
pretty now with a nice wife and fumily, I wouldn't be geing around




from farm to farm from scason to another like thiss And I bet there are
many, many othor Japanese who are im the sumo shoo.”

"By the way, how about women?" he was asked.

“Women? I am too old and no good eny nores Sure, when I was younger,
I wouldn't sey I didn't visit prestitutes. DBut there were very fow Jape
eneoe ‘women' theme It had to Do with either Chinese or white prositutes.
o, the Tokye Club had nothing to do with 'wemen's Those puys themselfes
had to vigit these whites or Chinose. As I remember thore were only
two red light joints with Jepanese women in Californiaj and they were
in San Franoisco. Those places were privately opercted and the Tolye
Ciud had no intereot in thems They are all gone now, though."

As the old man narrated, it is mostly probably true that the first
Tolryo Club was established sometime around 19010 as an imitation and &
rival of Chinose ganbling plases: Thelir gamos wore the same as those
found in the Chinese plases and their intention was to draw away the
Jopanese customers from the Chimoso. m.uuwmum
no ascount of the history of the activitios of the Tokyo Cludb syndieate

eould be authentieatod, since it was an ultra sceret orgoniseation and

its members and employoces were extremely tighbelippeds

16 was aleo true that all Fokyo Clubs set up in the smaller Califore
nia eities were operated by the men who had boen sent out by the San
Francisco house. These branghes, so to speal, wore controlled by the
main office in San Franciseo until the control was transferred to lLos
Angeles laters A branch house was evidently sending in at regular intere
valo the met carnings to the mainm house after deducting its own operabe
ing emponse. Howover, it was not until cometime in the early twenties
when the main office moved to Los Angeles that the syndicate was firmly
entrenched in the Japanecse corrumity and bogan to wield a great influonce
over the Jepanose, ite anmual earning exeeceding a million dollar marit,




Its existence was still shaky ebout the time of the Werld Var, as the old
reminiseing Iesei inferreds Many of the houses opensd by the syndicate
met opposition from the Jepansse residente and some of them olosed their
doors after a short unprofitable operaticns FEven in their golden days of
the twenties all the attempts of the Tokyoe Club syndicate to "musele" into
new and unoxploited torritorics wore not suocessful, especially in the

smaller towne, where the united fromt of public condemnation and vigorous
eruseding by the leading Japanese was too much for the organised gambling
to survives Tho writor witmossed in one of these smaller towns a crusede
by the residents againet the enoroachment of such an organized gembling
into their commnity life when the syndioate had opened a branch and
bepan to draw orovas. |

It was in Vesaville, California, in 1024. Vacaville, as you Imow,

is situated on the outer rinm of the feortile Sacramente Valley. It was a
thriving town, being the center of prosperous fruit orehards, which were
noted for produsing end shipping to the Fastern marlmts many vapieties of
fruit at loast one month ahead of the orehards in other sections of Califor-
uuﬂ-mxymammmmﬁunrwmmm
hunger for novel and different fruits commanded enviable price. And almost
all of these favorcbly endowed ranches were operated by the Japancse, who
hed settled down inm their respootive places for many yearsj their tenancy
with one ocontract usually lasted for four or five yoars and was generally
renswed a0 long as they wished to stay. Teso Jopansee farmers had made
mww*uhomiwsmwamdmawm.mm.
stoedy, economically soouro people who seldom #oiled themselves but morely
thMMuﬁDhﬂﬂo

Besides these middle eless Japanese there were permanent farm helpers
who resided on the ranches with the operators all year around, usually
drawing et monthly wagees and these, too were steady end stable because of
pormanency of employmont and regularity of ineomes




ummtmwmmmmumxm
last until Ooteber, migratory Jepancse laborers flocked into the towmn
from other seotions of the states The soason here provided them with abune
dant opportunities and attrestive wages. As the season reached its peak
:aanm.mmﬁmamummmmwmmu
ebout one thousands And as 1t is always the onse wherever Japanese people
congregate, those was a sisable prospercus colony of their owm in one
sostion of the town, which was composed of/ShBpa. Festaurants, pool halls,
employment offices, and choap inns, which were supported by and eatered
more oF less exelusively to them

me day in the spring of 1924 in this colony a gambling house was found,
where all the sundry paraphernalis of various devices of gembling had been
protentiously installede It was whispered emong the tomnfolk that the place
was fimanced by the big Tokye Clud espitals Within a menth Jepensee,
young and old, were pussing through ites door in droves. Soon some ranchers
began to grumble about the house of gamblinge They complained besause their
hired helpers failed to return te the rancehes for days and sometimes for a
wook, should they hit the town on Saturday night when they had been paid for
 the woek, These laborers stayed in tom %o garble in the house as long as
their money lasted. %hen they had loet every penny they had, they came
bask to works and aghin they were sone for days after they earned some
monoye Other ranchers complained more loudly becsuse the harvest worl was
impaired and was rwmning short of help due to the uncalledfer absence of
laboreree

Now, the "leading” eitizens, "yushi", of the eolony took up the chant,
mmmﬁmmwwmmmmmnmnmm
"Something must be dono, and done quickly,” thoy saide "let's do somothing,”
othore saids This chorus of "Something must be done™ and "let's do souee
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thing" resulted in an emorgency roeting of the Jepansse Association, a town
mooting for the ranchers and the townfoll in the town hall, There the leading
citizons got up on the floor and made impassioned spoeches in the erowmled hall.
(For some resson meetings of this sort alwys draw a big orowd among the
Japanose.) Ome yushi said, "The invasion of organized Besbling inmto our
sommmity perils our prospercus industry. The peace-disturbers are keeping
our workers ammy from the orchardss Ve had depended upon these men for oup
harvestings but now with inroad of the vice what is going %o beoome of our
erops? lNot only these imnocent workers are easy proy of the profossionals
and their future is being destroyed, but our whold existence, life or death
of all of us, is challenged and threatened. Tis situation is of a great
consera to use The house of i1l fame must go end go right away."

"look at those young men vho are froguenting the plase of viece,"
shouted enother, "Thoy were the exemplary models and the flover of oup
youngmanheods They wore once dilligent and industriouss They were working
hard and saving for the happy day when he would telke a wonderful girl as his
proud bride to male a blissful heme with hor. (How often has one heard the
ploa of model youngnanhood? This was eertainly one of the most popular
m§wlogi¢¢tholmlmmm} How, their future is destroyedj
our heppy dream and antieipetion of their bright future have beem eampletely
shattereds The gambling is conteminating the innccent and delicate minds of
the young Japaneses It is a deplorable condition, I am fearful of the

future of our race. Orgenized gembling mmst go. ¥e muet put a step to it
uumuuanmmwmmmmmm&ammu
come under the diaboliec influense. If our rece in America ig %o survive and
te pertuate our good name which we had ceteblished, we must elese the house.”

Afver many speeches of cimilar themes were mado by others passionately
and exoitedly, someone asked, "What cen we do to stop 1t1"




Hany suggestions were offeoreds Ono was to conteot the men who were
known 0 bo gambling in the place and advise them to stay awmy - it
carried a tome of "or olse”, moaning that thoee wiho refused to aedide by
the advice would be soelally ostrasised and meds unpleasant %o stay in the
toame 4 rancher offercd another suggestiony ho wanted cvery orghard opore
ator o =ale o plofge with him %o refuse to hire thoso who wore fregquonting
the infasoun sstablistmente All prosent, however, ngroed that it wos ime
mmmwmwmmmrmﬂm.umnmsm
of sombating tho owll «= soelal ostracism and boyootling of the panblers ee
were adopted offloially by the townhall mootdnge |

4t the cleso of the mosting which lasted more than thyee hours a

resolution of condemming the orgenised gambling and these who gamble was
mmbymnnmwmmmmwm.
"hat estually took place during the ensulng days wus not pevealsd to

the writer, tut mon passint through the dvor of the house rradually decreased
and vossed to be noticed eventually, Those who had o gamble hobituwally did
g0 into the plase under the cover of daorknocs, endsaworing not o be seen
by any one; and even those became noglipible in mumber en the time went one
Soon afterward, the gasbiing houce olosed 1ts deor inooenspiencusly and the
Japansss people roturned to the old routine of playing hana pames fop
emall stakes in the beokrooms of the sheps, resteurents, and imms or in
the workers' barroclos

4 eimiler incldent of frustreting en attempt by the Tokye Clud interest
to estabiish its braseh wns reported by the seervtery of @ Japenese Assoeiations
Iot ue have hig otory now,

"It wes chout six montha after I got out of the University of Southern
Californie,” he ecamensed, "I get an offer from the yushi in the Gerdena
valloy® for the job as the secretary of the Jupencee Assceletlon in thad
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-sootlone It sounds good when I say the emcoutive secretary, but thet was the
enly employeo they hade morﬁu-muuou.'mmw
four houses But I took the job, because I eouldn't find enything else to
do and it paid protty well ~= one hundred dollars a month with roome and
utilitios «= that wasn't bad at all == I was engaged to a girl and hed

to save as much and a2 quickly as possibles I moved with my bag end all
into my rosidence, which was gorposed of two rooms, bath and kitehon in the
baok of the offices It was beck in February of 1928,

"As scon as I had settled in ny owivel shair, I hed many members of the
Association coming tmto the office with sundry business every day. After
all, the Asgsociation had the membership of ebout three hundred Japemese
familios) that meant about twe thousond Japanese, mele and femsle, young
and olds It wne noxt to the largest of its kind in Southern Californis,
the largest being the ome in lLos Angoles. These membors were mostly truek
gardonere and "henl nens" 0  Anywey, this is where I bogan to works

“Very soon afterwerd,” he continuod, "these Issei farmers were coming
to soe me about a gambling joint dowm the streets They complained that
lots of Japenose woreo gembling there every night, mwu-wm
g0 late that they couldn't work in tho fields the next daye *And mind you,
these men are the fathers of many childrem," they saide It seemod that the
wives of these ffequenters of the garbling house were worried about their
play=loving husbands, yet thoy wore powerloss before them to do enything
cbout their indulgence, Instead, those women went to their neighbors and
sought sympathy for their grievence, Well, as you Imow, Jopanese farmers
are altruietic and helpful vhenever others ere in trouble, often to the
point of being ‘bucyebodiese' They would say, 'I will tell the Japanese
Association to do comething about ite What are they doing anywey? Are they
asloep?'™
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®other couplainants had more selfish motives. Thoy said that some
of the "haul men® with whom their garden producte were entrusted for come
signment marieting were parking their loaded trucis and were garbling in there
beyond the opening hous of the wholesale market, Rhoredy rmissing the early
mariot hours duwring which produce would usually cell for higher prices
Thoy would alse say that it L0 vory easy to cheat the sale price and the
wight of the consigned goods, bLocouse no one couid check vp on thely
transeotions. Well, their arguments is that when there is greaber temptes
tion to ehoat, especially if they had lost in gawes, they eve most likely to
ahoate My argument to that would bo thet if that is the case why don'd
they tell these *haul men'® face to face themselves; or why can't they chenge
2w ‘hanl zman' and oonsign their produce o some ono olses Thoy either
haven®t got ‘gubts® or don't want to say anything unpleasant or offensive
thanselves and vand sowone olse to say it for thems I imow they are
sly wd shoving the buek, but bolng the new secretary I couldn't tell them
89e

*7 pemouber a couple of old mon who cams o my office and said that
thely sans wore gambling theve hadituslly but they oould not do anything
to stop ite Sheuld thoy ohide their sons they would revelt and big
farlly squabbloo would follows So theso old men wanbed me to do semothing
about i%e Their primary worry wa that these gromm up sons were stealing
the insoms from tholy produce, for which every member of thelr families had
toiled and were squandering it awmaye Dut they would say, 'the presence of
gembling place in the commmity is unhealthy for the young sdnds’

“You know how they got oxcited quickly,” tho secretary continued on,
"and how they got hoated ovor such a moral lssus, They were olamoring for
sction, tut they all wented me to do scmothing ebout 1t and nows of them
wantod to tale the leadership, I was now a the job and was anxious to




satiafy the membersy I 4idn't want them to oritieise behind my bask, *the
now secrotary wo got is imocmpeotont and lasy.* So I ecalled an officerst
moeting one evening end consulted the big shots of the Aseceliation chout
vhat procodure was to bo talken, Yes, they readily agroed that the joint
mat be driven out of the town 'for the sale of the youngsr generation.t
To them their hane playing in the preosencs of their sone and deuchters
are 81l right tut not the place with permanent garmbling faoilitles. I
ves ordered to call a mass meeting of all the membere, which meant just
ebout ealling oll the heade of the fapencse femilies 4in the valley. When
these people assembled in our Japanese languege school hall, wo presented the
roourd of the aituation, which thoy hed already beon oware == stories travel
mouthe %o mouths emfully quick emong the Japanese in e hush =« hush mamers
There were mony spesches made in thet meeting; you !mow how they do it ee
speeches of flowery words, of the importanse of maintaining the morel
standard, on the virtuous mission of the older people to puide the young
genorstion, and 80 one 0 you and ne these specches would sound spurieus
and superficisl or male an irpression es if they were talking just for
oratory's ank®, Then 1t veached to the point of determining the definite
steps $o be talen %o ourd out the orgenized gerbling, they wore stuoks
They eouldn't mgpne'wmh suggestion, Finelly, after a long ine
declaive disovesion thay sclectod e committes and aslked them to take action.”
"The oammittee met the ment dey in ry offi-e and agein couldn't deecide
what to do and told me to figure out a solution, Yos, they too ressed the
buelte Woll, I had to malke goods I contactad a few husky Judo men of the
valley and obtained thelr support for the orusade, With these physical
marvels I oalled on the boss of the gamdling house and argued with him why
his place should be olosods o halfeheortedly consented that he would not
do anything to encourage people te come into his plase, although he would




not restrain them fyom doing so. o had been living in the tewm for some
time, although he had some comnoction with the Tokyo Club syndieate. le
said that he liked the commmity and wanted to live thore, He did not
want to ‘defy the strong publie opinion' nor did he wish his family to be
looked upon by othor Japanose askano.’ Our work was half denej cemething
we had boen thinking almest impossible was accomplished. So from that
night our gang etood vigilantly ebout £ifty foet ammy from the entrance of
the place and stopped every ene coming toward it. Ve told him that we
wore there to curd gambling and advised him to stay aways some heeded
while others went around tho house and eneaked in from the baock doors
W kept on with this for soveral mights, lNoanwhile the nows of the vijile
antes spreed sround the comunity and the people bogan to rally areunds Ue
were encouraged by the publie support Lecause we had been afraid how the syne
dicate men would take our action and fearful of their reprisalj now wo vere
eonfident that wo were safee
“lell, wo were successwvul in stamping out the orgefised gembling frem
our tom," he boasteds “The bossuof the house confined his activitios there=
efter to promoting of shows and running of a resteurante le is still living
in the town, but I den't think he will try o run a ganbling place anymore,
knowing that we will meet a stern oppositiom from the comunity, Anyway,
I certainly had guts to buok ageinet tho rackoteers, but those were wy
younger days and I was new in this jobe I wouldn't dare to do a thing 1lilke
that nows"
Mammammnmmmunmum-mmm
mtmcm.mmmmxanumuuﬁmm@mx
over a now territory because of public oppositiens It was, howover, more
usual for them to succeed rather than fail vherever they had wished to

extend their interest; and once they had established it, it was prectically
impossible to curb them oute |
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In the golden days of the twenties they held the monopoly of geambling
among the Japancse and their far flung network wes intrenched firmly in
many cities and towms, The main office was located in Los Angeles and the
branches were found in San Franoiseo, San Jose, Sacramento, Steelton, Lodi,
Fresno, Wateonville, Salipas, Martines, axd Valnut Grove in the northern
part of Califernia and in San Diege, El Centro, and Bakersfield in the
southern parte Those in Portland, Seattle, and Selt Lake City enjoyed more
autenomous priviledges and more loosely conneoted with the Californmia chain,

fhe Tolzyo Club of los Angeles was situated on Jacksen Street at the
foot of Central Averme in Little Tokyo, Oocupying a three-story building
The place of bDusiness was located on the third floor of the building,
three flights of narrow stops leading up directly from the street to the
entrance. At this entrance, there was a hoavy, thiek, impressive door, on
which a samll cpening with its own small door was found, Thwough this
mhh,nmmmmwmmmqmu-mm
whm.'nmmmmaawummwm
hoavy door without a mement's hesitations Through this door, one went
through another door and then into o large smokesfilled, electrios1it hall,
vhere Japanose of every walk of life wore found busily absorbed in many
kinds of game == faro, "sheeko," blackjack, dise throwing, poker, "gaham,"
and lottery, cach of those garnes ccoupying a neatly arrenged area in the
hall respectively., It was Imown that the place opened for its daily businese
at two in the afterncon and closed sometimes around one, and that ebout
eight o'clock or thoreafter every night this hall with ebout seventy-five
feet by one hundred feet floor space was filled with game pertieipants and
spectators, mmboring at least one hundred or so, not including about thrity
employees. At one corner of the hall there was a wire cage like the one

seen in a bank, behind which a fow men stoods One of these men was a chief




cashior, an important men plased high up in the hierarchy of the syndicate,
and he tool charge of the huge, massive safe behind the counter, vhieh
we reputed te contain cash of at loast seventy-five thousand dellars
constentlys On one side of the hall there was a dining room end an

adjoining kitohen, and there "shaokostai®,}} or tums, were regulerly

fod togethor with the erployees and bonasfide customers free of charpe.
Amid tho cromd several tall men of mmsculer physigue were moving abouty they
wore the "bouncers' of the house, entrusted with the duty of maintaining
posce and order or of bouncing otmoxious or dlsturbing olients oute Onee
in ewhile these men, too, relieved the dealers and tho bankers and took
gharge of the tables. Although the omaet figure was not revealed, it was
said by the people in the lmow that five thousand dollars' worth of "buse
inoss” was transnctod there daily., IFrom this information it was easily
oonoeivable that their profit was enormous and luoratiuee

The second floor of the comorete bullding owmed by Tolyo Club was
fitted as an auditorium, with a stage and a hall with a seating capacity
of about eight hundred, This was called Yamato Hall, whioh was cperated by
"Bedlolu Kogyo Kaisha,” or the Amorican Enterteimment Compeny, e subsidiary
of tho chaine Stage shows wore imported by them frem Jepan and were staged
there, or shows of local talents were put onte The auditorium wae also often
used for "minshu tallkel,” or mass meeting, for the Japanese people of Los
Angeles in order to fan publie agitation for this or that purposes IFregquent=
1y, cspesially in tho lote thirties, hundreds of Japencse not enly from the
eity proper but alse from the toms all over the Southern California asvembled
for "hooneimad,” or locture meeting, given by a "medohi,” or a noted porsonage,
vho was passing through the oity frem or to Japan, The lecturers inoluded
the frontepage nares =« stateamen, membors of tho diet, newepapormen, and
arny and navy officors of Japan. As tho cloud of orisis between Amorica and
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in the Imow would have to says Semo of tho bdg names attracted cush a
spemondous oremd overflowing into the street, for vhonm o public address
gystem hed to de installed fram the etago. It was in these epeeches that
the Issel were told that wer wes eortain to ome end they should bo reconciled
to the eventuality. One of the speakers sald ome, "If war comes, vhich is
msmam.m'tmtmdwmuum
for yous It 48 golng to como very suddenly. You sye not “imin", or
irmigrants, but "kinin®, or forsalen subjoots.” A navel offiecer assurod
the throng on another cecnsion "Jepan is indineidle. Ve have prepareds
e are reedys" Another cormander boasted, "Ye have been blaked end hunile
tated by Amcrics for many yearse Then the time comos, we will crush Americas
o will attack themy we will boud thems" Ome ermy eaptain was reported to
heve sald that Japen would attask Nawaii; "She would capture the Philippines
and Singeporos”

The contents of the speschos wore discucsed re~disoussed in whiepcrs
in the Japenese shops and farms; they reverberated deys and weelks from
the platform of Yamato Hall into the Japancse ccrwmmliye The warnings end
sssurancos pointed the way for the lssel in the event of wars T™e student
of the Japanose, especially for the poriod efter tho cutbreal: of the war,
connot mindrdge the important role played by the lectures in Yarate iall,
the cecond floor of the Tolyo Club buildings lhny beliefs, convistions,
and rumors of the Issei after Pearl Harbor had their origin in these
"pight talko,"

e tenant of the sooond floor, Nogyo Kaishe, aside from operabing

Yemate NMall, was the omer of Fuji Hem, the only Jepanese theater in

the United ftates which wes showing Jupanepade filme deily, The theater
was loontod in the heart of little Tolyo on Fast Firet Street and & bright




spot of the Japanese "Great Whiteways" Although the exeessive admission |

of seventy=five cents was eharged, old Issei men and women floclked to the
theater as they craved for amusemont and entortainment of their omn eulture,
shich was very limited, if not denied, to thems On Saturdays and Sundays
the movie house drew ecrowds from for and wide and 1t was not umusual for it
to hang "Stending Reom Omly," or "oiri Menin,” signs.

wmmumumumm.mmmmnwmw
the theater, imported the films made in Japans Some of these films wore
llroeﬂyw&ﬂméw.mhmuhlymtwﬂumemmd
fron the Japancse theator chain in Hawaii after they were showm to the
island Japanose, as some oritiocal Jepanese used to remerk, "Those are
disearded obaolote filme which were pioked up in Hawaii almost for nothingd
Although these pietures might have been obsolete and sheap intrinsically,
they wore just the samo novel and entertaining to the Japanese in Californice
After the firet showing at Fuji Kan, they were taken around for a one
"night stand” throughout smallor towns in California, the local Tolkzyo Clube
premoting and sponsoring these showss And these shows were invariably
profitable both to the promoters and the film ownors.

The street floor was loased by the Japanese language newspaper,
Rafu Miehibei, or the loc Angeles Jepancse Amorican Daily Hows, umtil it
failed in 1981 when the publishers incurred the wrath of the public and
theiy paper was boycotted due o the mishandling of a labor dispute with
the employeess Bven during their heydays, the newspeper had diffioculty in
operating itself profitably, as truo with any other vernaculer papor,
mmmwuwwmummu&mmm
pomnutgmwmrummu}-. It was common knowledge that the
anmrgmmnotfwmym,mem‘mummm.‘
mtiamw,ﬂnmpmmlwhdwdthnwtumu
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wield a great deal of influence over the comvumitys The Fafu Nichibei, too,

hummaumwummdmmwmmmmm
gent was in arrears for many monthes This, in turn, ereated a spesial
obligatory relation bLetween the tonant end the lessor gaing the peper
eonstantly congiderate of the whim of the gambling imtereste It was care~
ful not to offend them, although they might not publiely enderse their
activities, Howover, vhomever the syndicate or its subsidiary wes promoting
somo "lositinate” undertaldns, the paper gave ample space for Lte publieitye

After the fallure of this paper, in about 1936, another Japsnose newse
mr.ma;mmm,mmznmuuummmmfmam
building end met the same fate of its predecossors

Spealdne of vernsoular newspepers it 18 important te add that ome of
the tun others in los Angeles was published by a popular "proeaxis” man,
fel Pujid, who for many yoars hed been the legal counsalor for tho ehain,
while the othor of the two was oporated by a man who had intimate sooial
and Weinoss cormeotions with the offieials of the pambling hierarehys
one oould soy, thevefore, that the pepers did not dare to provoke their
wrath and tecitly condoned the emistence of the organised pambling for
expodioneye

m'tmmmmmmmmmmw
work of the syndicate?” ono would aske Te answer to this question is
"noe” The Jepanese religlous groupe wore careful not to momtion the nane
of this organiszation vhenever they preashed the evil eof pamblings They
wre willing to eondemn the sembling in pemeral as = prineiple, but wore
afrald to cite the speeifie instances of ebuses of powerful Tolyo Clube
n-nm‘gmm-nmum.umtummsmm,
of the hierarchy were move than willing to donate a considerable sum of
money for charitics and good causes freely and livishlye It would not be




an exazgorstion to say that every chureh or temple of Los Angeles at one
tinme or another received finmncial ald frem those underground men, although
noithor side of the transactions was amsious o divulge the namos of donors
and tho emountse Some churches end tenples had to rely on the shady donations
in onder G0 coyplote thelr new bullding projects) and the eroction of a new
ohurch or tarple hullding was undertalmn one after another in the twenties
as 42 4t wore the enly right thing for them to dos To them the "besses”
mﬂnmﬂhmznm.m.tmyw:ugamamwﬂm
any regultont uwfeverable publieltys

Secondly, stmw.dlanthamh publie serdiment aghnet the
Tolye Clud by any group, religious or politicel, on ascount of tee

ls The peocraphieal dlstribution of the populations The residences

of the Jepanese were scattored all over the wwresiricted sones of los Angeles,
the Doyle Foighta, "Virgll Stroet,” *mwﬂ "Contral ivenuo,” "Tenth
Street,” the Lineoln Helght, "Seinonelm,® Bawbelle, ote. Without the aid

of nowspapers 1t was impossible to oreate and unite publie epindons

8¢ The new steady influx of Jepanese into the eity. There was a
groat inflow of Japancse from other ports of the United States since 1920,
especiolly from SeatSlo and San Francisce, attrasted by the purnortedly abune
dant cconomie opportunities. The conmunity es a whole asmgiod the mebe
ropolitan attitude of lalssop faire and "mind my own busineas” and @id not
have the meddlesome "we rust do something for our neighbor” ettitude of
anall towns, vhere every one Imew vhat overy one else was doings

8¢ Poopic cming to the Telge Club to gamble from o wide areaj
fyor Deloreficld and Santa Barbare in the north 6o San Diego in the southy
Thirdly, the loading tusiness men ef Little Tolgyo had some business comnee=
tione either directly or indiprectly with the olub itsolf or the olub memborse
And these ren wore the politicel loaders of the Japunese colony, oceupying




the official positions of the Japanose Asscoiation of Los Angeles. TFor
ingtence, Sei Pujii, the legal counselor and newspeper publisher, was ab

one time the president of the Association for some yearss A recent prosie
dent also was olosely conneoted with the chain and Sool: over.its subsidiery,
the amusement company, when it was in a legel diffioulty in 1088, It was
no wender that the pelitieal orgenisation was inactive in garbling crusadinge

Lastly, instances of intimidation and physical violence by the "strong
mon" of the Tolkyo Club were vhisperod among the Japanese, These were enough
to frighten awmy tho Jepancse from risking their own selves in a erusade,
which migh® bring on reprisalss These will be discussed more in detail
latere

Decouse of these factors, tho Tolkye Club in Los Angoles had a olear
field to prosperity without reeting any serious opposition for their oxiste
onoe from the communtiys

From the police, %00, the Telyo Club wes free of interforence, due bo
the eorruption of publie officlalss They were buying the "protectien”
from the police through a woll workedeout bribery systems It was more
lilety to be ecorrect, although variously rumored, to conjecture the amount
of bribery to be around two thousand dollars & month. With such an un=
authorized permiesion from the vice squad, the gembling plase was free from
redds, During the successive administrations of Mayer Porter and lMayor Shew,
the police and the underworld wore pertmors in the intricate understanding
8o that the Japanese gembling orgenisation had no fear whatsoever of arrests
and penal punishmentoe It vme true that during those years a fow raide on
the establishment were made, but they wore @f & make bolieve nature. The
viee squad, it was cald, tipped off the house in advence of such a raid,
and whon thoy did actually break into the plase, only a score of men wore
present in the hall, the pembling parephernalia having been hidden avaye
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mwmnmmmtwmummmmm
arrost, they were chorped with some minor offence and were freed on small
fines, Aside from polico "protoction”, they were doubly cautious in
posting a lookout station in the pgulse of a cigar stand at the streot
corner several deors amay from the building. Ite purpose was to signal
emergencies such a8 & raid by some police squad other than that of policemen
in the ringe

Thus the force of logal and social sanotions failed with the Tolye
Club in Los Angelos; there was nothing fn their way to obstruet them from
reaping an enormous profit. Them the quostion iss how did thoy make money?
What difference was there corpared with a gambling plase in a Ceunecasian
sorruni ty?

As it was mentioned in this report previocusly various pemes were
operated on the third floor of the Tolyo Club building, OF these blaskjeek,
dice throwing, poker, and fare were the same as those found at Caucasian
eotablishmente, while "sheecke,” "gaham," and lottery were seem in Chinese
places. m charasteristie difforence with the Jepanese organisation,
howover, was the extonsiveness of lottery ticket sale cutside of the premise.
A man who was taling charge of the lettery department reported that mose
than four £ifths of the total ticket sale wore brought in from streets by
their "saleemens” There were usually cbout five of them, all being Issed
beyond £ifty years of age, each having his own territory. Three of them
were assignod to the Little Tokyo distriots They started their rounds every
morning about ten o'eloel, calling on regular sustomers in the business
towme They also had their "agencies" establisched in the baolkroons of
rostaurants and soda fountains and called on them at regular intervels onm
a prearranged time tablej the prospective customers had a ehoice of elther
waiting for the "saleeman” or of leaving their mariked tickots and the




premige, Two other salesmen tool care of the wholesalo produce districts
and the wholosale flower market carlier in the morning while these markets
were opon for business. All theose men reported baok to tho Tolyo Cludb at
wmmmmmmup«ammumummxm
maneger and the eash to the cashiers

At two o'elosk sharp the draming was mede end the result was Imowmn
nelf an heur laters The "sclesmen® agein welled into the streots with the
result shoots end the prises, if eny, and went over the same route which he
had visited earlier in tho day, giving out the result sheet to each custamer
and oach "ageneye” In this menner, the intorested perties eould find out
how they lost (most likely than winning) their momeys The post mortem
disouseions wore lively among those habituess thelr typical empression was,
"1 oould have gusseed that tho marks would come out this ways Shucks, I
missed a chanoe of making three hundred dollars.”

The "salosmon” again earldy in tho evening remmed the same routine for
the eight o'elocl drawing, and returmed ve the streets by nine ofclosits

What, then, was the corpensation for these lottory ticket sellern?
They charged five conts on each dollar from the purchaser and a five percent
ecordeaion frem the houses For an ace salosmen in the golden era it was not
difficult to sell threo hundred dollare' worth of lottory tickets in o day,
shich meent that his profit wes at least thirty-dollers for the days In
addition So those sources of invome, they received a bonus from the wimnmersp
it wae a ganblor's ethio to expross his eppreciation for selling him the
luelsy tloket by giving the cellor a out of five to ten percent of the winnings
Mmm.m.mntm'giﬂmﬂﬁhil'w*uﬂw
ticket happoned to bo sold at the “"egeneye." This custom might have some
connootion with thelr oft exprossed statement, "I am luely if I buy the

ﬁmrmm.'wd&nwmmuhmw
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o windng s to preserve that good lusi: Atwau.m&nmmm
to show “approcietion” wgs loold with askence and regurded os a "cheap
bume” On the other side of the ledger for the alesmen,”there were only
those oxpenses pald for gifts suoh as sacks of riee, lege of soysauce,
bames of neodles, etes, vhich were sent at froquent intervals to the
fagents,” Therefore, one eould sonceive that lottery tlelvt selling emong
the los Angelee Japanese was & very luerative businees, netting the seller
soveral hundred dellars a wenth, Conseguently it resulted in a keon cone
petition to obtain the franchise from the ganbling organisetion, although
posting of cash bond was reguired and the right comanded a high valuve of
royeltye The writer Imew two such lottery men who returned to Japan with
sizable sums of monoy after a fow yoors in the Lusiness - ono of tham,
escording to mmors, with £ifty thousend dollars,
‘deamwummk?m'meumuﬁmiﬂ‘@
the not queetions %0 be talen ue 4 lottery ticket was about five inches
by six inches in size end was vade of chesp pulp peper, on the top of whieh
the nume of the “eampany®, or twand, eppesrcds The Tolyo Club of Los Angeles
operated four Lrands, nmwely, Tolyo, Yokeohama, Kobe, and Kyotos In other
worde, they had four seperate lottery drawings suscessively according to
the trend at each drawing time, The purposes of having the four different
brands wore to give o wider chodce to the buyer in selecting his tisket and
ummmnmauu-erwmmummum
appetite for gamblings It was a well conceived idea on the pard of the
gembling syndicate, because it could not only inoreese the businsss volume
but alse could give unfortunate lottery players an cutlet of consolation
and solf-pity that 1t was not his chuico of ideographs to be narked which
wore at fault but his selection of brand of "companys” O(ue could often

heap "God dann 41%§' I should have Lought Tokyo iustesl of Kobe. Lookl
I missed a chance for fiftye-five dollars,” As the result it was common for




meity to buy simulbaneously tickets of two or more different brands to
"safeguard their hunches,” espeeially when they hed "lucky dresms,” In
this ease, tickots of different brands wore narked omactly aliles

Under the name of brand, oighty Chinese ideegrephs wore printed as
ghown in tho follewing diagram, cach brand printed with ink of @ifferent
eollors; speeifically, Zoltyo in blaclk, Yokohema in red, Kyoto in purple,
and Hobe in groons Bach tloket also carried o statement, "Ten thousand
dollars limit,®

A player received a shoet of this lottery ticket from tho
"salosman” and with a calligrophie Brush and izk he blotted blaek
eny nine of these ideographse The habitual playors had definite patterns
or conceptions ae to which nimo characters should be marieds For exarple,
som® mariod the tielot exactly tho seme every time he bought it others

umwmmummtummmwm.unm.wd
rundng river he should melik it in a certain definite pattern, conventional




for each drean, to Le luely, ™he Jupanese hold a dream of snales specianlly
a8 & luoky omen and wove willing So wager meve noney in such o cases The
lottery man, then, copied over the marikings on enother sheet in his presence
and handed the eopy te the tpyer, while rotaining the original, The price
wagered on ongh ticlet was any ~ultiple cume of thirtyefive ceonts, the
ninlme being sot ot one doller and Sive contes then, one doller end
forty oonts, ono dollar and seventyefive cents, and so on without any iimit,
To the Jopancss a wngering of three dollare and & half was not at all oure
priging, although onoedollareand=fiveecent tlolwts wore sold most comonlye
A8 the playor bet nore nanoy, he oould wia core; the rate of return was
calenlated so much for eash thirty=five centos

Te rosult was detorrined by drawings twico & day, s elready rentdonods
4t each drauing timo, four separate drawings were nmade, one for each brands
This woo thoe way the drawing was domes there were eighty asquere sheets of
paper, on vach of whleh ane charastep of the eighty sppearing on the lottery
toket waa printed, and were placed in a centalner after they were carefully
foldeds Out of this conbeinor a nan plcked out twenty plecea, thet is, e
pleked twonty diffcrent ldeographs. These dremm ideegrephs were, then,
transeribod ou lottery sheets by perforating; in other words, the Chinoce
charsctors which rupresented those drsum out of the container were punchoed
out of tho shootes These were called "de gami® or result shoctss

In order Yo expluin how the wagors wore rowsrdod, let ue ascuwe that
you hold o tickot end pald one oller and £ive cents for ite You talw oub
the copy of your narking and coupere it with the recult sheots In cose you
iind eny four of your nine naris corrospond with four of those twonty chare
acters punched oul of the vesult sheot, you ere paid forty five cents, if
five, six dollare and fiftven centej Lif six, fifty-five dollare ad saw
odd ocentsy if seven, threo hundred and fortyefive dollarsy if eight, e
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thousand and some dollarsy 4f nine, the limit of ten thousand dollaree
(The last twe figures nover to bo varified) lowever, you noed not worry
about how t0 got your winning money if you have hit better than "six mesks,"
mmmmmﬁumemuummum
for you so that he will be given a "eut” and will try to make you buy more
tiebotss |

That were the chances of winnine? One or twe exerples will suffice
to erplain that the chanoes wore elim end the lottery tioket was a ens
giced business, all in fovor of the houses Omo Yoged sald, "I have been

buying & eno-dollar Slckot every day for the last two years, bub so far
I pot back fiftywfive dollars twiee end nix dollars not more than tem
times, !mmlﬂukvlw!wﬁunﬁm,ulmxmmmm

monoye Well, 1t's a hebit, Bvery tine I seo a lottery men, I feel positive
that I wAl) hit 4t this $mos I god an urpge from inslde of re that I have
8 good Inmohs Thin i nove 80 vhen T dreame I follow up the dream for
mony daye thinking "perhaps,” Yeah, vhen I gave up and changed the marking,
the marks come outs You often hear people say, "So and co got one thousand
dollere” or "He's gotten cix spote,” Yesh, but, you should esk those guys
how mueh thoy have lost so fars Now, you would ask why I den't gquite It
got inte my blood and 4t's no use to toll me %o quit,"”

Another man said, "I quit the letterys I don't imow how mueh meney
I have spent, I bet it's more than five hunived dollarss And only thing
I pot out of it was ome Piftyefivesdollar win and several eiz=dallar ones.
You bet, it was hard to quits low I tuy them only vhen I had sood droems."
It 18 interesting to note that although he claimed that he had gotien
rid of the habit, he was still buying tickets occasionally when he had
hunches fpem his droemse The tiesup of droams end the bttery among the
Jdapaness, A great mehy Japenese held the belief that dreams are novere
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to=beenissed guidance in the lottery tielet markings Common were these
expressions such as "I must buy a lottery tioket teday, bocause I dremnt
of enakes last night,” and "I had o drosm last might, I am going to Los
Angeles to buy a ticket," To these men, it was no hindrance to travel,
say, twenty miles from Terminal Island to Los Angelese

About 1958, the Tokye Club instituted mnother geme, on the sane
erder of lottery, to appeal to the greed of the general publiecs This
was oalled Tomiluii, or Jueky Lot, working on the same prineiple of
"Ranke Mighte" They sold an artistieally designed ocerd, esch bearing
8 murber, for one dollar, The eard buyer was reglstered end his neme
was recorded with the syndieate, O thie serd the rules were printed
torother with the dote of drawing ~w twice & yosr, ome in the spring
end the other in the falls The highest prise was cash of tem thousand
dollares the second was two thousand dollars; end se forth down to fivee
dollar prizes, There were approxicetely two hundred prises in all,

An usual apencies were estedblished and salesmen wewe sent eub
a1l over Southern Celifornia, /2@ the eucoess of the “eales” campaign
was pelmemenal die te the novelty of the rseme end the then esonermie
urrest smonz tho Japanoses The poople renorted and believed thet for
the firet Tomiluji the eyndicete sold at lenst Fifty thousend tickets
before the lot drawing time and thelr net earning wes caloulated to
bo around fifveen teo twenty thousand dollars,

(ne day in Hovember of that year the drawing of the first Tomiluji
wae held pretentiously in Yamate Hall before the gemeral publie which
£illed the hall %o capacitys On the sbage there wao & huse glass cone
tainor which held emall mmberecontaining ospsules, After the eontaliner
had boen spun and rodated, a kimono elad girl took out the eapsules

mh:;maﬂhﬂﬂtbumhmm,m”mnmhﬂm'
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from the local vernacular newspaperss The judges then opened the eapsules
and amounced the numbers contained in them emid cheers and groans of
the orowd, Within a few hours after the finsl number had been drawn from

the container, the prige-wimming numbers were printed and dispateched

throughout the territorye. The Japanese newspupers of that evening alse
earriod large edvertisements by the syndicate informing the readers
that the lot had been drawn and the reports announeing the wimning
aunbers were being distributed; in this comnection it should be noted
that they carefully avoided to amncuncé the numbers in the advertisements,
since it was a fragrant violation of the postal regulation, although they
dared to print that the lot drawing had been madee

The second Tomiluji cards were sold sgain in the next pring for
the drawing in May of 1984s And there were a fow more drawings in sube
sequent secasongse As the Tomilmuji sale was repeated, the interest of
the publie gradually waned; the deereased publis interest pesulted toward
the end in failure to pay the advertised prisze of ten thousand dollars.
The firet prize at one time was a little over eight thousand dellars
and that at later time was something like six thousand dollars, Meane
while, there were several instanses that the Tomikuji salesmen were
arrested, mostly in the outlying towns, while selling the cards. There
was one arrest which the writer witnessed in Long Beach in 1026 = a man
who hed come all the way from Los Angeles was selling the tickets to
the Japanese operators of the stalls in the Munieipal Market. He was
apprehonded by a detective in the eact of selling and was taken to the
eity jails Afterwards, it was said that the man was fined heavily in
court and the fine was paid by the Tokyo Clud interests

Although the exmet romson has never been revealed, the sale of
Temikuji was suspended entirely in 1926 never to be revivede There




wore many conjectures by the public as to the diseontinuance of the
lot drawings Although there were "tall" stories circulated in the
conmnity, anyone of the following explanations or & oombination of
them was more plausible and nearer to the truthiwe

1¢ Decline of publie interest in Tomilujij hence, deecrease in
the sales volume, |

2+ Although they were considersbly free frem police interferrence
in the oity of Les Angeles, they experienced a great deal of difficulty
with the law enforoement agencies of other townss This was understand-

able because there were no “agreemsuts” between the syndicate end the law
officers of other townse As the sales dropped in the eity proper, they
mwmm@mmm'cnonm"mmmumum.
vihich eventually extended as far north as resme and Sacramentos

8¢ Pour of complication with postal regulationse

4, The enormous overhead == the prise cashes, the owmissions to
the salesmen, oto. == was tod great in proportion to the net retum %o
the house. They were operating more profitable games.

Indoed, the Tokye Club of Los Angeles built  tremendous business
in o soore of yearsy in retrospect, however, its history reveals more
than its share of struggles to sustain the gigantie business in full
swing and to preserve the monopoly of gasbling and entertainments in the
Japanese commmitye About 1920 the chain was still im a disorganized
stages its headquarters had just moved from Sen Preancisoo to Los Angeles,
whenoe the center of the Japanese population was shifting and where the
business was inoreasing at a surprising rate. With this move onme Itani
was chosen as the president of the Tokye Cludb of Los Angeles and with it
carried the title of the president of the entire Tolyo Club syndieabe,
all inclusive of Deilkolu Kogyo Kalsha and the Tokyo Clubs seattered all
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over the west coast, Defitiing the great responsibility and the broad
scope of their nctivity the cuty required, this man was of an exe
ceptional exvoutive ability with forcefulness and resourcefulnesss
As soon o8 he assumed the office he bagan to work of consolidating and
unifying & one central organisation in los Angeles as the cof and the
absolube authority all its holdings and subsidiaries, vhich had been
independently opersted and loosely coordinsteds He instituted the
stmﬁnsmmmmﬂnuwdmmﬂmmuw
poriodically to examine the business activities and records of eash
branche o exereised the appointive power vested in him to the full
extent, reealling inefMeiont or corrupt branch employees and sube
stituting them with men of betber ability who had been trained at the

hoad offices In cases of insubordination end dischedience he was
severe in mpeting out the penaltys he sent out his gang of powerful burly

men to tale care of these rebels in the Chicapge ganglond manner. In
most cases the deeiplinary measure stopped at just beating, although
some of them were s¢ seversly beatest to require hospitalization. In
two or three extrere caves, 0 the grapewine reported, men were actually
murdered and their bedles were dlsposed of so well that eyen the poliove
detection failede

In etbepts to establish competition to the Tolyo Club activities
the nen who dared to defy the powerful orgonization were treated in the
same mannere They met the same fote as the balking erplpyees at the
hands of gengeterss These drastie netiems, in twrn, had selfeaccens
tuating effect in ourbing or stamping out any future attempt ot revolt
or of competition, sinee the tales of the use of force and viclence
Wﬁﬁmmwuulﬁdwlpmtl&mﬁwhﬂng
Japanese, Many stories of punighments were told and retold, and mage




nified end exaggerated, and again told and retolds

The gangland technique was successful in establishing and maime
taining order within the ranks and files of the organization; the
attendant publicity, if not actual application, was effective in maine
taining and preserving the nonopolistic control in the Japanese gembling
and amusement fieldss IV was so effective that the poliey wae inherited
by the sucoseding presidents of the syndicate efter Itani retired with a
reputed boous of o guarter of million dollars and returned to Japan to
live the rest of his iife lusuricusly.’® e despotic, ruthless peliey,
however, at the end worked as a boomerand on the organization bring
sbout its own dowmfalle Inssumch as the application of violenoe in
porpetuating its own business was instrumental in creating fear and
dread toward the Tokyo Club syndicabe and their mewbers among the
Japancee in California, a few of such instances as told by the men of
the street are recorded ia the following paragrephse

In the early years there were minor beating cases, which were in
geveral confined to disobedient employees and disorderly customers;
the ¢lub was more concerusd aud occupioed with keeping order within the
house itselds Oue heard that a man was thrown cut of the hall of the

third floor of the Tokyo Club bullding in a battered conditison, or that

the boss of the Lodl Lranch wgs deposed of his office after his life had
been threatefied, or that an esployee in the Sacramento house was severely
banged upe There was a story of a 1little more severe case told in the
Los Angeles comuunity. It wgs in 1027 -» one omployee was shided by a
gang of henehmen for an insubordinate act, but he was arrogent and talked
backe Incensed Ly his sullen attltude, the gang beat him, but due to
concusalon of the brain or heart failure the vietim who had been felled
ou the floor could not be reviveds Ferturbed as to the disposal of the




body, the assailants finally decided to carry it in an automobile and
sped through the carkness of night, They chose a cliff on the Palos
vm-mu“ummmmuumpmmmmmu
the vieinity, whence the body was thrown into the Pasifio Ocean with a
heavy woight attached, It was irenicel in that they had chosen the
place, alboit unintentional, because within miles of the eliff there were
no other residents but Japanese families raising vegetables, This tale
famed out irom these farmers and through the grapevines was lmown to
the Japanese community within a short timej in effect, it increased the
fear held by the Japanese toward the Club people, having been convineed
more than ever that they “meant business" and their order was accom=
panied with "or else.”

Aftor the collapse of the Hoover prosperityj it was more evident
that many "big time" games inccmpatible with the Tokyo Club activities

were on the inerease and required more attention by the Tokye Club
“goon squads” The case of pineball games at the corner drugstore,
which has been reported, is a typical example, Several poker games for
big stales which were going on in the baockrooms of restaurants were
1mummimmw. The writer observed one such case one day
after midnight in front of a Japanese restaurant in Little Tokyos As
the players came into the street from the place, where it was known that
a big stake poker scssion was operated frequently, three burly men
appeared from nowhere in the darkness. It was obvious that they were
waylaying thems They approached one of the players and gripped his
coat lapels in jujiteu style. One of the waylayers said, "you lmow
what's good for you, Quit the geme." The vietim was not freed until
he had said apologetically, "I am awfully sorrye I won't do it againe”




46e

The same procedure was repeated with the nemt group of men coming
out of the house within a few minutess Withia a few days af'terward it
was heard that the games at the place ceased to oxist and even when it
was reswned at o much later dete it was for small staless

A simdlar case osccursed in 193¢ invelving a man by the name of
Kensalm Nadaoka,'? who attempted to sell sweepotakes tickets competing
with Tomilkujie This man ladaoka was the manager of a jobbing house,
which held the exclusive angeney right for the Japanecse territory of the
Lucky Leger beer and the sole agenocy contract for the continental United
States of certain brands of sald maumfactured in Hawaiis OSome yoars
previcusly he hed been a newspaper man for the Rafu Niehibei, then a
soller of some patented therapeutical pgadget, He was a sly, shrowd
business man, who tried to manipulate capital belonging to some one else
and made profits for himself., lie was keen and ambitious in seiging any
money-naldng oppertuni ty, although shiftless and impationt. He always
droamed of a peterichequick scheme, since he spent more money than he
earneds No doubt heo had observed the phenomenal sales of Tomiluji
and was envious, o searched for & similer schems and per chance hit upon
the swepstakos tiokets sold by a Now York underworld organisations lie
1mdiahiy obtained the exclusive concession for the sale in the Japanese
community from the Dastern firm and undertook a sales campaign with
extensive newspaper advertisements, giving it e Japanese name "falkara
Sagashi® or "Treasure Munbty"” Within a month, however, he was visited

by the "Teppo Gumi” ¢ of the Tokyo Cluds Vhen he was told to suspend

selling of his tickots as they were incempatible with the polioy of
the Tokyo Club, he argued baok that inasmuch as his tickets were issued
by a Caucasian organization and the Tokyo Club did not control the
Concasian underworld, he was no reason to disecard his scheme, IHis




reasoning, noedless to say, could not convince the gangsters and he
was severely beaten in the presence of a few employees who were
standing by helplesslys The bystanders could mot do anything to aid
the menager who was lying on the floor unconscious until the gangsters
had loft the premises He was immediately taken to a hospital and the
next day the capitalist and owmer of the firm went to the Tokyo Club
headquarters with a gift -= a case of sakd -- to appologize for the
"insolent act" of his manager and pledged that they would no longer
sell the swoepstales tickets to joopardize the prosperity of Tomilmjie
As it has been stated, the maintainance of law and order among
the rank and file of the syndicate was successfully administered by the
magterful stroles of the first president, Itani, Subsequent to his
retirement, the great prosperity and prestige became a source and a
factor contributing toward the inerease of jealousy and diseontent among
themselves, The succeeding presidents, who were woaker and less endowed,
often had difficulty in coping with insubordination of or révalry
between the employeese The second president, one Yasuda, was being
eriticized in his back that he was too anxious to amass a fortune for
his own personal gains He was acoused of favoritism, patronizing one
faction at the expense of anothers [e was suspected of diverting the
money belenging rightfully to the cache of the organisation into his
personal fund, The discontented elements aligned themselves with the
man next highest in command in the hierarchy and the rivalry between

the two factions was intensifieds One day in 1920 it reached the
breaking point; a delegation from the hostile faction demanded the
recignation of the president face to face and was refuseds A short

time afterwards, the newspapers carried the news that Yasuda was
mirdered with pistol shots by unimown assallants in front of his
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residence, Deyond the casual reporting, the papers in unison minimized
the news confining themselves only to the facts directly pertaining
to the murder iteelf) none of them mentioned the background of the
viotinm of the probable motives behind the murders The homioide squad
made routine oxamination and reported the oclues were soants There were
ne suspects apprehended in so far as public Imowledge was eoncerned
and police detection utterly failed, Neamwhile, the fumeral for
Yasude wgs the most elaborate and ornate in the history of the Los
Angeles Japanese colonyp every notable, dignitary, leading business
m,/ﬁﬁ:ﬁem of the colony were eager to exprese his condolence
to the bereaved family, Within a fow days af'ter the funeral the
murder news disappeared completely from the pages of newspapers as

if it had been forgottens (me could acouse also that the detectives
lecked seal end enthusiasm o solve the mystery, which to this day
remaing as an unsolved crime in the annals of the police departments
In eentrast, however, stories of the murder were ciroulkted in the
commmity for weels and w!ukn unabated with fervor. These stories

in general agroed that Yasuda was murdered by the "trigger men" of

the rivael fection #ithin his own organiszations He had a premonition
of his imminent danger and hed a boyd gurd with him, but this pre=
caution was useless beeause the body guard himself belonged to the
enemy eanp and wus instrumental in bringing his master inte the proe=
arranged traps, Another version went as far as to say that the poliece
had been paid off heavily and it was absurd to enticipate the arrest
of the assassins, Incidentally, in the ensuing years, the bedy guard,
George Yamato, vho had doubleecrossed his employer, wes receiving
compensation regularly from the house without performing any noticeable
service.
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In 1930 enother man, Olu, the boss of the San Fremeiseo branch,
was murdered by unimown attackers, whe were never deteoted by the polices
Again the vernapulor pepers failed ¢o report the murder in detail, %o
which the curious public had no access save through the grapevine,
Aocording to information offered by laymen the murder was a ropercussion
of Yasuda's, Olm was a staunch enemy of Yasuda and was one of the
behing-theesoene men who schemed and arranged his murder, After the
event he was discontented and dissatisfied because one Yamawaldl wns
olected th the presidency, for which he had held a seoret ambition,
Olu's subsequent unocoperative attitude gade the position of the men
in power preocariocus, sinee they had once been the partners in one
crimee The murder was accomplisghed in order to seal the mouth of the
insurgent and %o elimina%e any chance of downfall of the inegroup.

Murders of membors wore tho extreme measure of deoipline the
Tolgyo Club resorted tos Theoy were usually more tolerant of violation

by a member of their aspecial code of econduet and meted out rmch
milder punishmentse | '

In 1038, e certain Iwanami, e cashier, was charged with tampering
with the eccount books and embessling the Club fund, In this case, the
offender was presented with a gift of a fowhundred dollars and was
ordered to leave for Japan.

In the same year, there was a more interesting case concerning an
employee == ane Isobe. He was a'bounder,” about S0 yoars of age.
lic was a son of a Shinto pricsts A fow years previously he had fallen
in love with a Nisel prostitute and since then had been living with
her without marital statuss In the course of time, a child was born
between them, For some reason a rift developed between the twej the
man began to stey awey from homo and the wife was seeing a young lised
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during her husband's working hourss Once it was whispered that she
was caught with her paramour and wus beaten by her husband; this was
followed by another story that they == the wife and the paremousr e=
disappeared from the city leaving the child alone in the home, It

was variously reported =« some said that they went to Yevada, while
others said that they ran away to the Basts Ipeaklng from the stane

dard of the syndicate code, Isobe lost "face" in that he had lost

his woman to another man end had disgraced the nane of the organiszations
le was given the usual senbence -~ an order to leave for Japan with a
gift of a fow hundred dollarss Recently news was brought bask from
China that he was doing well in Shanghel as a member of the Japanese
police foree, after he had joined a nationalistic orgenization of the eity
vhich received orders directly from Japane
OO0

With the edvent of Fletcher Bowren into the Mayor's office, one
of his platforme for election, crusading of vice and the underworld,
was undertaken vigorously. Vith the repeated shakesups in the police
department, inefficiont or shady officers were either demoted or trange
ferred ©o other divisions where they would bo of no valus to the tie-
up with the underworld. As a result, many gasbling resorts were raided
and elosed, and even Guy isAfee’’ had to leawe the eity to seek a haven
in Nevedas The Tokye Club, too, mot more iaterferrence from the police
and 4% became inoreasingly difficult to keep the house opens One night
& police squad broke in from the skylight of the hall and arrested a
sizeable orowd who had no time to seek covers After this round-up
operation was suspended for & long time, TWhon it opened again for
business, it was only for a short duration as it was imvolved in &
legal mess from whioh they could never again disentangle themsolves,
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marking the final blow to the once glorious emistence of the Tolkye Club
of Los Angeles, This case is called the Btate of California ve. Yamatoda,
ot 01,8

As one old Japanese has philospphized, "Violence brings more vioclences
Success in use of violence is tempting for onme to use more violence again
to solve a @ifficulty, Eventually the user of violence becomes careless
end is doomed,"” the employees of the Tokye Club one night in 1950 became
careloss in the use of force upon an obnoxious players

There was a truok parked on a street in Rittle Tokye for days
without eny trace of having been moved. The police, when notified by
some in the neighborhood, traced its owner to one lamba, whose family
revealed that he had left his home for Los Angeles with a load of vege
etables about two woeks previously end was missing since then. IHis
family was concerned about his failure to retwrn and had been condueting
a search among his aguaintencess ‘The family asked the police now for
e further search for the missing man, since the news had been known
by the publice

Somohow, & story begen to go around the town that Namba had been

murdered on the third floor of the Tokyo Club building and his bedy

had been disposed ofs The police on the tipeoff arrested the employees
and their grilling finally produced a few eonfessions as some of themd?
had turned as state ﬂtnum, It was true, they said, that Hamba had
been murdered, although aceidentally, by the Club employcese The trouble
startod when he had lost in games several hundred dollars and demanded
of the house a donation of a few dollars for traveling expense to return
homes Vhen he was refused his request, he beeamo vehemently voeciferous
and pugnaciouse In order to quell him and %o restore order in the house,
a fow hired men rushed to him and "ganged up" on him, some with fists,
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one with an abacus, another with a stickes They had no intention of
killing him, they protesteds
After they were arraigned for the murder charge in the Superior

Court of Los Angeles and while they were awalting t#ial on bail, this
difficulty bred another troubles One faction within the chain, whieh
was dissatisfied with and had ill feoling toward the then president,

Yematoda, staged a coup d'etat, They kidnapped Yamatoda snd took him
foreibly across the border into Mesieo, although the attempt was fruse
 trated in E1 Centro and the Lhidneppers were arresteds These two cases
go to show that there no longer existed within the syndicate the unity
md harmony which conce prevailedj it was, indeed, in a chaotic condi=

tione In due course of time the defendants of both cases were gliven

Jail torms, although Tematoda was successful in "jumping the bail"
and escaping to Joapan on a tramp freighter,

The remmants of the Tolyo Club made e final desperate attempt in
1940 to reopen the gembling house and were entrapped by the pelice with
whom they were "negotiating” for a terms In this delegation which
visited a city hall office, which had been installed with dietaphones,
there was one of the leading Nisel attorneys, Carl Iwanages Subsequently
was disbarred and served sentence for one year after a trial,

At the close of the discussion of the organised gambling sctivities
in the Japanese cormmmity the writer wishes to point out again the signe
ificance of fewr and dread held by the Japanese as a whole toward the
Club and ite members and resentment toward its abuses although powerless
before theme In other words, the Jeapansse fully realized the evils of
the Tolyo Clud but were afraid to speak ups They dared to ecriticize the
gembling chain only when they were certain of ample support from the
public at largge. They wore awed and overpowered until the syndicate
orumbled from withing
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December 7, 1041}

The Japanose attack Pearl larbord

The world was stumned, The Japaneese in California were stupefied.
True, these Japanose had had the premonition and wished that it would
not happen. It did happend The Japanese beeome "enemies" overnighte
lio longer could they remain aloof of the fast changing world events.
Every turn of the events had vital effects on thems Their very omise
tence was threatened; they did not lmow what was to become of them
tonarrows The foundation of their life «- the source of incomd «e
was porileds Americans stayed awmy from the places of business
operated by Japanese; Americans terminated the employment of Japaneses
Govermmental restrictions were promulgated to curtail the personal
libverty of the Japanose in several aspects, for the violations of
whieh many arrests were mades The FBI agents combed every corner of
the Japancse community for "gaboteurs” and "eontrabands” which were
reported on the front pages of nowspapers in beld type with malicious
falsification and paranciae imeginations Publie sentiment toward the
Japanese in California became worse everydays Rumors flew far and wide
among the Japaneses Wild stories went around thick and fasts A Japan=
ese baby was burnt to death in burning oil by incensed whites, one story
eaide A young woman was assaulted by a gang of hoodlums, another repore
teds A young lisei was stabbed in the bask by an unimown assailant,
still anothor rumor had its The Japanese were frightened in full reals
ization that their physical safety, too, was not secures Their primary
concorn was vhat was to become of themselves and their familiesy Their

paramount worry was what was to become of their business and propertiesy

The war neoessitated revelutionary changes in the mode of living
for the Japanoses The anxiety persisted and worry oceupied the minds
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of Japanese every minute of their walking hourss They were concerned only
with one thought == their security in the future, In this revelutionalised
way of life gambling found no place to exist, The Japansse suddenly dropped
the perennial habit of gambling, Gone wore the hana games from the board-
ing housesj gone were the poker games from the baockrooms of restaurants,
People mot in the homes of their feiends, not to play hana or poker, but
instead to tallk sbout the war, about FBI arrests, about the California
Japanese, and about their own futures i
It was not until the first contingent of volunteer evacuses left for
Mansanar that the Japanese people began to gamble among themselves againe
They had realized that the ovasuation was something of actuality and resigned
to the idea that the foundation which the Japanese immigrants had buils in
scores of years was to be destroyed completely. They were reconciled to the
idea that they wore to leave for the "goncentration canps." It was also true
that the people were out of painful occupation ~= some had closed their

places of business long ago and othershad lost their jobs == since the vere

nacular newspapors had been advising the people everyday that the mass
evacuation might bo ordered tomarrow, "Cet ready,” the papers said, "¢he
army will not wait for yous" They had gotten ready, after selling their
mpruutwwpr&uinpanio,‘md‘thdfwmmmn But the
evaguation was e slow process to the Japanese and the army order they were
awaiting did not comes They all had too much time and did not know what %o
do with ite Sources of reercation and amueement wore demied to them and
the curfew restriction compelled them o remain at homees Only things they
oould think of doing was to gamble -= hana and poker games vere thus resumed
in privete homes, although for small stekess (They had no source of incoms
and wore afraid to gamble for bigger stokess) In effect, the revival of

gembling was an escape on one hand end a means of "killing %ime" on the other
hande




56

As the evacuation omders began to be ammounced one after another more
rapidly, the Jepancse refleoted, "How am I to spend time in the camp? I
mst to domething to kill time, I am going to make it a ‘wacations'" Tws
the stores in Little Tolyo had & big suddon plekeup in the sele of playing
cards, hana cards, sets of "go," and of "shogl.," For instanes, o box of hana
cards which contained two packs of cards, was originally selling for soventye
five eents, Mt within about two wooks due to profiteering it was sold for
as high ag two dollars and £ifty contss Even at the exorbitant price the
people bought them complaininglys T™hey added lsughingly, "It's too high
if it's ordinery times Put I can't duy these hana cards after I leave
los Angeles for the assembly center, Maybe I will get the money back

in the cape” On the ove of the departure with the army escort the Japane
ese packed the paraphernalia of "go," of "shogi," of Mah Jong, of peker,
and of hana, mmm.mtmymaougueommymm

at these assewbly or relecation centerss

By the end of April, 1942, information was coming out from the Santa
Anita Assembly Cemter that gambling emong the cerp residents was going om
at a furlous pace and that most of the Tolyo Club remmants had moved there
en masse, It was this eligue, it rowealed, that operated "big time"
gambling, involving hundreds and thousands of dollars, and that the
Cancasimns and Japanese police officers were recoiving "hush moneys" Of
this the men vho were still ewaiting the ovacuation order to come commented,
"It's the same old story,"

At the end of May as the last contingent of evaouees from the county
of Los Angeles arrived at the Colorado River Var Relecation Center, the
situation of pambling that existed there was surprisingly different from
what they had heard previously in comneotion with other assembly centerss
Unlike other places there was no regular establighment for the purpose of
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gambling by the residents of Poston, Whatever gambling was done was cone
fined to only grous of friends and aguaintances; it was done only as a
Meﬁ‘mﬂ.m No doubt, many gumes were going on in differont
living quarters, but these were played for nominal sums end the games
played wore limited to hana end poker, It was nerely aniextention of
what they were doing in private homes just prior to the migration, The
Poston police, however, had anotheyr concoption of law enforcements The

police foree, then comprised mostly of young mem who had reached the majore
ity not Bong ago, were seen all over the canp earrying erudely made elubs
of mesquite tree and proudly showing the arm bands boaring the letter P,

Indeed, they made arrests too, but they were limited to gumbling cases.
They made reids into the apertments where it was !mowm to have pamblers
gathered, In groups of sevens and eights thoy smealed up to these quare
ters and broke in through the unlocked doors. The partiscipants, having
been talen by surprise, had no time to hide their money or cards and were
cought flatefooteds They were then lod into the police truck and were
taken to the eity jail, a twenty foet by twenty-five fest apariment bael
of the police station, whose addross was Dloek 28, Barraclk 1, Aparitment Ae
Those raids wers not confined to ewyenings or nighitsy they were gonducted
even during the daylight hours, The men vho were taken to the jail stayed
thore overnight and were freed the next day without trial, as there was no
machinery to conduct such a trialy It ig significant to add that these
non were almost always old Issei, who were charged with plaging hana games,
end Hisel were seldanm detained,

The Nisei were kuown to be playing poler here and there in the eamp just
as nuch and as frequently as Issel's hana, but they were clever to play the
gemes umoticeably in the evemingsy Fven though these places were ralded,
the police were satisfied with nerely brealing the party up without malking
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the arrostss The writer observed one of these raids one night, sometime
in June of 1942, A group of young Nisei bachelors made it a habit to get
together in the evenings in thelr epartment in Bleek 456, It wes goling on
for about two weelks until that night, About eleven o'elock six policemen
camo through the door, which was unlocked, with oclubs swinging in their
hande, The boys were caught playings Ome of the policemen said authore
itatively, "Break it up, boysl DBreak it upi"; the rest of them stood
behind this spokesman wateching for any emergensys The players eollected
the chips and cards scattered on the table in silences As soon as the
table had been clecred of the parsphernalia, the spokesman again commanded,
"pon't let us ocateh you egaine The next time it means the can," and with
the rest left the apartment, For days afterward the boys argued how

“the police got wise" to their games ™I bet somo Issed joy killers tipped
the police,” some said, while others econtradicted, "No, the police just got
the wind of it," Vhatever the source of information might have been, it
was successful in discontinuing their pgames for the next two or three months

until sometime before the lovember disturbance,

This was the typiecal method by which poker pames of Nisei were ourbed
by the police, who refused to take Nisei offenders to the jail, However,
in extreme cases in which young men failed to heoed and kept on with thelr
playing defiantly, more stringent measures were talken, In one case on
the ‘second reid to the same epartment within a week, the raiding equad
was heeded Ly Chief of Police Shigekewa, a burly oix feet two, two hundred
pounders The chief walled into the spmrtment and found the same gang of
young boys playing poker aswual, The chief chided the boys for not heeding
the police order and told them to quit for goods It coems that some of the
boys talked back errogantly and insolently as most Poston boys would doe
mmwmmttm'uuwmampouuhm.uam




wait another moment and swung his fist into the face of this boy and knocled
him on the floor, He then hit two othor boys and repeated the routine, "He
sure beat hell out of them," the reported sald, "Chief then said to them,
tYou know what's good for yous If I wore you, I would remewber thise' And
wo had no trouble from these buys since thens"

About thias %ime, the relipgious workers were alarmed over the pambling
condition which was on the upward trend, In order o combat the evil they
met several times to discuss feasible sountermeasures, The Christian workers
and the Pudhist prieste met topether and deoided to endemvor for the cause
hand in hands They made it the subjeet of their sermens, They issued oire
culers and distriduted them to the residents, which in substence said that
parbling was ohserved all over Pestons "Yt 48 inereasing everydays; it has
hecome plermingly crave, GShould it remain unchecked, we fear ites evil
influence upon our young peoples Mo richt thinking men ean remain aloof
any lenpers Ve, therefore, solieit your full hearbted cooperation in ouy
earnost offort to curd this evil,"

The peper was delivered to every bloek and then to each apartment,

bt the renstion of readers was lukewerm in contrast to the seriouvs tone

of the statements Some commented, "Those are emall games, They aren'd
so had, Lot them enjoy themselvesy after all we ere veeationing heres"
"Mhey are harmless,” others said, 5till others said, “Ve don't went %o
be involveds Lot those church people fight it It's their business.”
Another corment was, "It's too hot even to be thinking of such a thing.”
Many were nonegormittant and sitting back quietly, and 1t was only e hande
ful of people who rallied to the causes To the appeal of the religious
groups the Fosten people were passive and undisturbed, if not contrary
mindeds




Meanwhile, refleeting such contrary sentiment of the people, the
pplice department received a protest from some bloock managers that the
police should notify them of intended raids, reasoning that the full
authority of the managers over the block residents must be respected.

The argusent was that the managers would lose "face" if the raids were
carried out without their Imowledges Thrue, the reason of the bloeck
managers was far fotehed, but it only goes to prove that they were hard
prossed by the residents' ecomplainte against the police raids of these
gemese To this the pélice department was furious and argued their own points,
end the biokerings went on for sometime between them without any result and
to fade away eventuallys

The Temporary Commmity Couneil of Poston, too, was cogniszant of the
gambling situation, GSoon after the legislative body was elected by the
residents of Poston, it created the Judicial Committee within itself, headed
by Seiiehi Nemura,<d The firet task of the committee was drafting of the
penal code for Poston in order to organize a trial court, the Munieipal
Court, and to define offenses and their punishments. "Those eriminals
shouldn't be turned loose after staying in the jail overnight without triale
You have to put teeth in the arrests,” Nomura sald about that times There
were many erimes committed in Poston everyday whioh required attention
by & judieial body, lot alone those gambling offensess The drafting of the
penal code was immediately undertaken by the committee in consultation with
the Project Attorney, Ted Haas, and the Legal Departments According to
Nomura, they copied the sections which they believed were vital in preserving
law and order in the community from the Penal Code of the State of California,
"taking out what wo want" and modifying the word and the penalties to be
adaptable to the existing conditions at Postons Upon examination of the

final draft of the Poston code, a casual observer would receive an impression
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that the commitbee had a preconceived conception as to what offenses were
o be included in the code doolk, beosuse, after all, the California code
book of several mumdred pages was condenses and abridged into sixzteen types
written pagess The Poston code confined itoelf only to the cnsee of gambling,
of essault and battery, of theft and embessloment, of forgery and extortion,
of intomication, and of prostitution and other sex orimess It is very
eignificant that the final draft begine with the sections on pambling on
ite very first page, indieating whore the utmost concorn of the comndtbtee
had been and how muoh thoy were worried about gambling in the futures The
grave conoorn on the part of the committoe about the gambling offences 1s
conceivable and understandable es lomura, tho chairman, had boen the legal
counselor and oune of the officers of the Tolyo Club ohain for more than ten
yoors and was woll versed in their evils and abusess Tiw sections pertaining
to gmibling in the code of offenses for Poston dn its final dreft rend a8
followas




As o sidelight, the reader may be interested in the following incidonte
The Judieial Conmittes, upen occepletion of the fimal draft, sont 1% to the
Buresu of Soeclologloal Pesearch, which the Administration regarded highly
then and of which Tod Nano was o staunch supporter,® for their atvice and
rocommendations In compliance with thin request Dre As Te Leighton and
MB.WM.WM“MM&&MW
mumwmmmmmmm' The reason, in e
Leichton's om words, wna, "Thore lsn't eny use in having laws which you
Iknow you can't enforeos The people will be violating them anyways this
roduces their respect tomard the entire oode,” According to Merura,
"Dre Loiphton pecormendod no restriction whatsoover on pambling end advooated
the Fremch system for prootitutions If you take those sections out of the
code, there's nothing loft." Homurs chucked the Dureau recomrendations inte
the wastsebaskot and sent % unchanged to Tod linas, who at the time wne

attending a WRA regional conference in Con Prancisco, for final approvale

“fiell, Dre Provine® smw the draft there and praised that the Puston code 18
munmmmum-mmmwmmmumm.'w
boasted in his typical Howmiien mscent, The Code of Offenses for Foston
wno duly approved by the Project Attormey, and later by the Temporery
Cormunity Couneils The Chaivmen of the committee sinse then refers to Dre
Leighten and Dre Spicor and "those brobd minded anmthrospolo=ziots,"”

Then the same topie wasmmntioned by Nemmura to a group of his friends
mmumw.mermnmm.wawtmmmmu
Dye Lodghton o hive one of the wards in the hospital to practice the
Irench systems mu.w.Mmummnmmw
to install o ticket selling Looth as it might be & landeoffico busniesss
And tell him o pot a fow girls for nineteen buclks a month,” Nomura laughe
ingly retortod, "Yeahi The whole trouble is Dre Leighton might do it."
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In August the mashinery of judieial organisation was set in motion)
the Judieial Committee members were eppointed by the Couneil to become the
judges of the Minieipal Court of Poston. The first judges were Seiiehi
Nomura of Bloek 45, George Imamura of Bloek 6, and George Se Fujii of
Bloek 28, all being Couneil mexbers reprosenting their respective blocks.
The very first case that came before the court was that of traffic violation,
then of hana gambling, and so forths With traffic violations, the judges
gave suspended seatences with a proviso te report weekly to the police
department for a certain length of time, With the gambling cases the
judges meted out suspended sentences also, the heaviest penalty being
"ghree days suspended,” This was indicative of the fact that the police
was arresting just the small time gembicrs only and not that there was neo
gembling of bigger scale in poston at that times It was not until Fifty
cases had been disposed of by the judge that a more serious case came wp
before them == and this was not of gembling, but a case of private profiteer-
inge It is irenical to point out that the Minieipel Court held its sessions
in the City Jail and this practice is still continued at present, although

one of the present judges abhors the practice.
} Although the pambling cases brought before the court were of a
nminor nature, it could not be said that there was no "big time" gambling

in Poston. About the time the court began to function, a story was going
around the canp that big gambling was going on day and night in Barrack 18
of Block 54, Barrack 13 was & building where male bachelors were housed,
and Block 64 was occupied by the evacuees from Imperial Valleys Upon
questioning, a resident of the Blook said, "Yeah, there's big gambling
going on in that barracks What they are playing is 'gaham' and they are
betting one hundred and two hundred like nothinge I saw ite I wonder
where they got that much money. The guys playing out there are all Issei,
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most of them from some other bLlockss They toll me that some former Tolkyo
Club big shots of the Valley, who are residing in the northeastern sestion
of the camp, are behind this games They are playing it in the professional
way, charging the houseetale,"

"ihy don't you people do something about 187" he was askecs

"o are kind of seareds Those guys are tough, Ve don't want to
etick our neek out, though the block people are talking resentfully about it."

In September the rumor was rife that the pelice chief, Shigekawa,
was flushing five dollar bills and buying the men in he deperiment ice
~ eream and clagarettes. They said, "le is getting the money from the Block
5¢ guyse"

Simultanecusly with this story, the camp residents were told of
beatings of boys, who had been accused of beins "imn" and FBI informers.
Itmmmmrthattmmpekﬂmsimmmaidnfeiuwrintom
the police of the pambling hnuao or actually talding the leadership to ourb
it themselves.

The beatings did not stop just with frightening the blook people
from any active ettempt for prevention of gembling; they alse had a great
. effect upon the police forces Seunsing the ineressing politiscal power of
the Isseli and the gravely threatening umrest #n the camp, the police bee
came reluctant in making arrests resulting in o rapid decreuse in the
number of cases brought before the Municipal Courts The lsxity of the
police in the law enforcement resulted in ghe further inerease of panbling
all over the campe It was at this time that the Blook 45 boys, who had been
warned and ceased playing, resumod their pames. In almost all the mosgs
halls the crows were seen playing hana games much more publicly than befores

The beatings of "imu" econtinued and the wave of panbling remsined
uncheclked,




Then, Novembor 18the It was a couped'etat steged by the Issed
extremiots and tho Issei-ish Hisei. They began to demenstrate in front of
the police station and the jail for the release of two attackers of the
alleged FBI informers. The original crowd mumbered about 1,000, but it
inereased rapidly as the time went on without a concossion from the euthe
oritys The demonstration contimed for days and nights undiminished in
its fervors

Then the difficulty between the administration and the administored
was settled after a foewdays' wrangling, it proved one thing conclusively
among many others - the police was powerless, without courage, and sonsie
tive to the dictates of extremists, In other words, they always "choolked
which way the wind was blowing" before they would undertake anything,

The respect of the residents toward the police waned, and the same
proportion gambling gemes were observable more conspiouously and the
players were more bragen, Reports wore eoming in from the school teachers
that Nisei school boys were gathering in many places and were pgambling
without attending classes, The Community Enterprises reported that their
steruﬁrohrdnmtnhyﬁﬁmn on several different occasions. They also
added that some of their employees, the younger ones, were suspected of
pocketing sales money while the stores wore orowded with purchasess.: One
of the Commmity Enterprises officlals lamented, "It's always young kids,
who break into the stores or do stealinges The other night, they got inte
the main canteen® and stole a gold wrist watch worth forty dollars and

cartons of ciparettes, Oh, those shop liftings ere nothing umusual a¥

ally pgange of boys come in and walk out with merchandise == you wateh

them next time, one or two of the gang ocoupy the clerk's attention and the
rect swipe the goodss We can't ecateh them, because we are always busy end
short-handed and the store itself is a makeeshift affairs Those kids need
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money to gambles And they lose and nsed more money, so thoy have to steal
some gores"

The residents in the northeastern section were telling in January
of 1943 thet there wee & gembling place in Block 87 and "their games are
sure bigs" They sald that "gahan" was the geme and it was run by the seme
people who operated the Dlock 64 plases The cperation at this new place
was so progperous that they were serving the customers refreshments and
drinks of whisley free of charge. Anothor rumor hed it that similar
gembling places were Pound in the adjoining blocks, Block 4 and Block 14e

Runors were going around the camp thick and fasts The stories of
geanbling were lively subjects for the men in idle minuteas Now the tale
of the bribing of the police chief had now twistss One of the said,
"It's no trouble to buy Shigekawm, Ie is maling a big business for himself."
Another said, "Some of the police foree are grumbling, becsuse the chief
won't give them emough cute" Another reported, "Shigokawa and those old
Tolcyo Club people are inseparably comnectods They are both making lots of
moneys"” It was the same situation agoin -« the tie-up between pambling
intereste and the police and the commumity being reluctant to do anything
to curb the evils It was alse true that no one in the eamp doubted that
Shigokawa was being bribed regulerly or d4id he minimige the consequences
should the Tokyo Club remmants once establish themselves at Posteny bub

none of the ovacuses was willing to tale the initiatives Indeed, they

were more than willing te gossip about the resultant evils of gembling
and the erimes directly affiliated with gambling in the campj yet they had
an attitude either of laissez faire or of "lot George do i%," In order to
convey the grave eondition which existed since the begimming of 1945, a
few instances are cited in the following paragraphog

ls Judge Horura rovealed that young Nisei were losing their govorss
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ment or garnishing factory cheeks in & single night to these professionals
in Block 3¢ As the residents hed comslderable diffieulty in sBashing their
chooks and the house was too glad to do the service, many went there for
cashing of their checks, but only to be attracted into gambling thems
selvess He cammented, "Too bed, They lose one month's wages in one nights
Those young kids haven't got o chance with the Clud guys." This comment
truly is from the man who should knows

2¢ The Block 3 organiszation bulld & now place for gambling within

the blooks They dug u basement below two adjoining iepartments, aboub 8
feot deep, made of cencrete walls supported by wood boans., It was also
installed with electric lights, This was an ultra lumurious palace for
Poston and the building materials were obitalued free of charge in the
typleal Poston mamner = stolea govermment properties "leased for the
durations”

Ss At the time of the fiasco botween The Central Exccutive Board
and The Issei Advisory Board in the beginniag of February, the standard
bearer of one camp, i, lagal, sought support from the gambiing interests,
One of the "professional gamblers” frum Los Angeles, one lakashima, wus
after Jo ilisushina, the leador of Nagei's opposing camp, and broadoast a
story himself that he and his gang would beat Mizushina should he not
abandon his illethought scheme to coupedtetat the Ceutral Emecutive Boards
This thwvmm@toinﬁnﬂ.dn'batho Issel Doard vicewchairman and
wgs responsible for his facewabout in his anbitions

4, CGamos for stales were prevalent in the Police Department, the
Fire Department, and the warchousoss

B¢ Those houses in Bloock 4 and Block 14 wanted cement for thelyr
walls, toos and seme comnected with them went over to the Elementary School
Adobe Building Project and stole twenty saéks of cement "in the proscnce of
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nightwatehmon” during one nights The next morning the bLuilding orew were
without cement for thelr concrote mimer and had to suspend the work for
the day until a now load was obtainods

Ono of the nightwatolmen cemplained, "When those people come in a
gang, you can't do anythings Ve look the other way and let them steals
Poing a Japanese myself, I don't want to arrest follew Japanese and nrosee
cuto theme" Indoed, ho would not admit that he wan afralde

Gy A tumor e= "Chief Shigelmwm 48 drinking whiskey a dottlo a days
And you ean't buy i¢ for loess than nine dellars in the camp, you mow,"”

The oituation of poambling took a sudden and more prave turn in
flerch, Here ore the storien which were moot rife in Poston Thit I at the
times all thone storiocs wove verified ¢o somd extent, but the anthentieity
to the last detail 0 not vouchsafed,

s T™ig is the story of a boy from loa Angeles, who was a jJuvenile
delinquent even bofore the evecuations lie 48 a son of the prinsipal of the
First Joapancee Language School (Dail Tohi Calmen) of lLos Angeles, Yohei
Shinano, who s interned on Necembor 7, 1941, and now dotained in Camp
Livingston, Louisianas Mo ocame to Foston with his mother and ig now
rogiding in Rloecl: 26, the Orange County sootions e 18 sbout ninsteen
yoara oldj he quit poing to school scmp yoars ago withont praduating,
™ie boy, Shimano, wns the leader of a pang of teen ape doys =« soms out
of school and othors otill of school ages e and the pang boys wore
gathering in one room of the Dlock 28 Peereating Mall and wore gembling
for money every day from morning to late at night, These youns peonle
oould not be satisfiod completely with their omm recreation among theme
selves and bocame otnomious to the residents at lerge. They werepetting
rowmdy and "gorner boyish” in thelr bghavier day by days e day, in the
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having a geography lessons The teacher said to the pupils, "What oity is the
capital of Illinois?" Before the pupils had time to answer, the gambling
boys across the thin partitioning wall shouted, "Chicago." Shameless they
wore, because they did not realize that they had made a mistake in geogrephy,
let alone obstructing the teachere

nbm,m‘oucmummmmmpmmwm
boys and came over to the wall between the rooms and banging on it shouted,
"Stop it! Boyed Stop it4" To this earmest appeal the only response from the
other side was wild bangings on the walls

The teacher was incensed and reported the inecident to the Department
of Edueation, which in turn sent an urgent appeal to the manager of Dloeck 26,
Naneger Morimoto realized that he was powerless to undertake anything all
by himself and called an emergency mooting of the bloek ecouncil, composed
generally of the yushi of the blocks As the minds of Issei would work in
such a case, the yushi did not desire to publicize the case or to publiely
shamo the boy "for the sale of his future," Instead, they chose delegates
who went over quietly to his mother and informed her of her boy's activity.
numﬁwr'l‘mrmmin typioal of an old Issei womahj she refused
to accept the wrong doing of her boy as gospel truths Perhaps she did not
wish to lose her "face" in fromt of the delegate, She said defiantly,
"My boy? My som of all personsi I can't bellove ite It fen't true. It
ean't be true for my sons" It is only she who Imew whether she had spoken
her real mind or had subterfuged to cover up hor own embarrassments

When the delegates reported back to the block council, they were
angry, "With our utmost kindness and sincerity we spoke to hers She does
not accept our unselfish motives Now we nust push the case to the limit."8
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The council membors with the block manager, after a lengthy diseuseion,
decided to pass and promulgate a blook rule to the effect that no ganbe
ling within the bleok would be tolorated and the room in the Pecreating
Hall should be oleaned of delinguent boyss As ofton the case with these
blook moetings, thore was an old man who strenucusly and etubbornly obe
Jooted to the pascing of this rule, His argurent was, "This is an extreme
moasures I oan't believe it of Mr, Shinmeme's sons Muatmm,'

it is not entirely his fault; 1% must be the influence of the boys with whem
he associates, Ve don'tlhow for sure that the boy is really involved with
the boys in tho roomp wo don't have evidence to substantiate Rt If we
pass this rule, 1t moans that we are publiely acousing the boy and his
mother without conclusive evidences Desides, his father is a groat
educator, vho has contributed toward the wellsbeing of our offeprings.
Vo cammot dofame the groat name of his father." o doubt, the advocator
of the diessenting opinion was a friend of Shinano, [His sthbborness and
insistence further angered the rest: The meoting finally ended with the
resignation of the blook managor and the membore of the counoil on masooe
They said indignantly, "Helll If you mmet inslet on ecntradioting oud
idea, alone which the rest of us have agreed unitedly, we quit, You tale
over and handle the ecituation yourself then," This old man took over the
duty of the blook managerts office for his pride and from defiance,

In April the "corner boys" somehow moved their place of activity to
the neighboring blook, Bleclk 27

Ineidentally, the Chimano boy was acoused of living with a young
unmarried girl whose parents are in the leart 'ountain Relocation Center
and who was suspected of running away from hor parents Just prior to the
ovacuation doadline., Of this, his mothor says, "There is nothing wrong
betwoon the twee Ve are Just taking care of the girls" OFf this Judge
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Borura had an entirely different interpretation, "'Just taking eare of
the girl'? liodll} Then a young boy lives with a girl in a same room
vhat do you have? Vhy don's they pot married and got it over with?®
What the jullge was accusing was that the boy was violating the soctions
of the Poston Code of Offenses pertaining to illicit cohabitation

and fornication,

Spealding of the blook managor, ho 18 working now for the Comunity
Enterprises a8 a cashiors Necontly he remariod, "Boyl I am glad I em
not the blook manager any mores Thero are lots of troubles in the bloek
yots Those Issed sure don't know what they want to do."

(The source of this information = Menager lorimoto, Judge lNomure, and
o resident of Bloeok 26)

2¢ Pumor == “"Nomure is splitting the bribery money with Chief
Shigekewae"” (The writer has complote feith im Homura's honesty and
intogrity and cannot boliove this story ¢o be truos)

8¢ This is another story of the boy of an internve, ' The fathor
had some property = farm equipment, tractor, and such == left in Calife
ornla under the neme of his son, ao the Issei generally entrusted theip
property to their childron who possossed /mericen oftisenship, APter
the father was dotained by the Federal Covernmont and the farily wms
evacuatod, the proporty wes cold by the fardly and the monoy was nede
in the form of & cashior's check in faver of the son, vhich emounted
to somothing like ome thousend dollars, It is guite understandable
that his mother cold the proporty outright and the chook was made in
hor son's names OChe evidently was very such congernod over the curront
mﬂnﬂﬂamﬁhmummuomﬂmm
and the money belenging to them would bo impounded by the goverment,
since the /merican govermsent was contemplating repatriating them to




Japanes &he believed tho story in as much as it was passed emong the
rosidents with the absoluto credence.

Ono day she found out that the chock was gono and was alarmed,
She naturally cast her suspicious oyes to her son and guestionod hin,
which brought out the faot that he had talken the cheol: to one of the
genbling houses and had lost overy bit of 1%, It was too late and hop
appeal to the gambling poople was of no avall, She was perplemed and
indignant, Upon advice of hor friends, she took the case to the Fxocutive
Board and ploadingly asked the cheirman, M, Nagei, "My son hus sinneds
My son took our momey and gambled it amy, One thousand dollars for which
wo sold everything wo had in Californiaes That money was talken awmy by
the professional gamblers, to whom he was an oasy prey as if taking a
fsuckeor amny from & babye' Vie had depended on that money for our poet
rolocation dayss Uow it's goned I don't question that my oon was ad
faults Dut the blame canmot stop with my son alono, bocause I am poale
tive that there are eimilar trogodics involving boys like mine, It is
a fault of youress it is the feult of the conmumity, It ie @ fault of
yours and thoirs, Decause the responsibility of gulding the young and of
preserving law and ordor hore reets with you and thems low cen you remain
calm without doing anything? I beg you to carry out your duty.”

By the ardent appoal of the mother, fazel was moved end promised that
he would talo irediatenctions
(e source of this information == Homura, ome PTA representative, and the
chief cashior of the Comunity Enterprises.)

4¢ Ancthor story was told that a boy who hed a cashier's chook fop
two thousand dollars swindled it away to the professional pamblors., This
tale, howover, is very much similoar to the one cbhove and may be properly
troated as an exngporated version of tho same incidonte
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Se¢ Tho chief caghieor of the Commmity "mterprises in a recent intere
view reportod, "iany checis in large emounts are brought in to me for eashe -
ing, sinse there is no other faellity in ceops You would bo surprised if
you knew how bLig the chocks ares It i@ not unusual te have chooks for
ono thousend dollers in exchange for cashe Io, these checks don't come
from the urban evaoucoss thoy all come from the former rural residents,
among them the Salinas people seen %o bo :elcher on the averape, It also
gooe to show how poor the Los Angeles peoplo are and how much hard pressed
eocnomiocally they were before the evacuations Of course, we can't cash
them on sights At prosont the dally sale of the canteons for three coamps
are two thousaud dollara, of whioh only five hundrod dollars are in oash,
So we send theae chooks out to FPhoonime

About the middle of March, a Msed boy, about ninoteen yeers of age,
came into ny office with a cashier's check pretty clese to ene thousand
dollars and roguostod cash for 1% I sald to him, ‘low ceme you have 80
much money? Yhere dld you get this money anyway? Ien't it funny that
you have 80 much money? If you want this chook cashed, you should bring
your parent or some rosponsidle person with yous"

To this the boy answered engrilly 4n a loud tone, "This is a ocashierts

ohook made out to moe Vhat'e wronz with cashing ny own cheek? Whatta helll
If you don't want to cosh 1%, I will tele it to some place elees I can oash
1t any darn place I ploases I will tako it §0 Parkor -= they will be

glad to cash 1t for moe" And he loft the offioce in a flureys
"icagh it fu Parker?’ 1oll) Yho's got one Shousand dollars in cash
on hand in Parier? s-um.mmmm:nummaubmtw
ho went one "A fow days afterward, an Tasel woman cane to sce me and sald,
'I found out that ny son come to you with a cheok of bif sums "hen he
asked you to chook 1¢ for hin, you refuseds I don't Lnow how to thank you
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for that, beocause that chook was stolem from me, although it is in his namo.
You have saved me, I can't ever thank you too much for your kind deed.’
Yeah, moot likely this kid was hard up with gambling money.”

B¢ A otory wae told in the northegstorn section of the camp that a
boy toolk out forty dollars from his mothor's cache, which contained eighty
dollars, Ho lost it in gemes with his frionds, It was told that he thought
the stealing of a part of tho hidden money would not be dotected by his
nothere

7e Many thef'ts of perconal proportics were reperted all over the camps
Even in tho seotion waffeated by professional ganbling® thore were a fow
inatances of theft by young boyse In Quad 630 the residents wore warnod
to look out for two boys who are residing in Blook 36, both of them about
seventoon yoars of ago. Thoy wore going into the male latrines and picke
pocketing watohos and cagh from the trousers of men who wore talding showers
in the adjoining rooms One resident of the block sald, "Ve Imow those
boys are stoaling, and stealing for gambling maneys Some of the blook
people epproached the parents of these boys and told them of the fact, but
they flatly refused to beliove the wrong deeds of tholr sons, Go what
can wo do with those bling parents? The hest thing to do is %o cateh
the boys and boat them wpe Thoy are afrald of physical pain to themselves,
all rights There was ono man in our blook who could not locate his pold
watoh, and suspocted these boys as the thieves although not certains Anye
way, this man went up to the boys and said kmowingly, ‘Hoy, boys) Give
baok my watehi? me of the boys reluctantly took out the gold wateh frem
his posket end said without shame, "Miotord™® Vas this your watoh?* Cen
you beat that?™ he informant was shaking his head in diegusts

O0COCCCUONONOOCONOTOON00




Poston in March of 1948 was a wideeopen towme The cases reported
in this paper were undoubtedly enly a few roprosentatives of abundantly
nunbrous onos throughout the commnitys The residents were acutely aware
of the existing condition and convimcod that something should be done to
romedy ite only & few conseientiocus omes were willing to tale upon theme
selves to do something about 4¢; and these men, too, did not kmow where
to begine The course they inveriably solected was to go to the office
of the Emecutive Board and to accuse the membors of negligence and derelie=

tion of thoir duty and responsidilitys In other words, they were shoving
the buelk to the Mwecutive Doard and did not wish to "Stiol their nook oub,”

The Imecutive Doard, too, realized that the condition was greve and
sordous and gotting out of control of authoritys Yot they too folt not
poworful emouch to cambat thoe evils alonoe liaged oonsulted the president
of the “arent Toachors /ssoeiation, that meel, goodenatured liohri of Bloeol
8le mm-mewm-uwmuammma
the organisation one evening in the latter part of March and the methods
of ourbing gambling was the topic on tho agondas The chairman of the Exee=
utive Board was the first and main epoaker, who prosented to the body how
sorious and how greve the condition was in the campe In his "Pedantio and
acadenic”® mamer ho arcued that this was a eritical problem for the
young generation should the condition remain unresodieds After his speeeh,
the representatives from each bloek undertook a discussion anong themselves
about what to bo done about the request for cooporation by lagels As @
whole, tho tone of argumente from the floor was apathetie and indifferent.
(ne speaker cot forward, "This task is too groat, Ve are not strong
enough to talie upon ourselves tho difficult duty of the crusade,”




Another man otood up to accuse lagal, "This is your job, The
Executive Board was created to handle theose situationss Vhat you are
dldng 48 to ohift the responsibility to use”

To this accusation, Hagad pleaded, "Vie are poworlesgs. e camot do
anythings The whole police foree is corrupt and robtens It is recoiving
tribery and refusing to cooperate with use"

The same men retorted, "Well, if you are powerloss as you say, how
con you expect us to be of any veluo?®

Another one suggested, "The meintainence of lew end owder of the
camp a8 & whole must depend on the maintainence of law and ondor within
oach biv! every bloeke. Dvory block mst be rosponsidle for the conduct
of the block residents, Therefore, it should be ealled upon such a bloek
to stamp out the gombling within that blooks"

Te frult of this emergonoy meeting 4id not go beyond the fact that
each reprosentative would take the problem back to his block and would
assidt in arousing publie opinion against gamblings The construetive and
positive eid sought by the Exooutive Doard was nover matorialized to meot
the emergencys Furthormore, many of the delepatos fuiled to fulfill thelsr
 promise of the mooting end did not report the prossedings of the meoting
to "arouse public agitation,”

T™he Exooutive Doard at the smw time epproached the reoliglous prouss
But the Budhist end Christian werkers were only sucscessful in suffling
ripples in & great big ponde

Mearnwhile, the attitude of the Pelice Department was gotting to be
conspicuously imattontive of the general wolfare of the publies it was
reported hore and thore that some policemen were actively colieciting
bribese Another report said that thoy wore disdainful and contenptuous
of the conseientious residents, who were endeavoring to obtain publie
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support in the orusades Thoy said, "Fhat can they do? Lot them try i€"
indoed, they were defiante

m,mmnﬂwummmum
advantase of the chalrmen's dilemmay thoy acoused, "The blosk in whieh Naged
nmu.ma.umm&mmmxm If he thinge he is
the lecdor of tho campy he should be able to cloce the house in his own
blooke fiow ean he aolk other people with a stralght face to drive gambling
mwmmmmmmmwammuwucmw In
about the same vein, le idsushioe, who took over the chairmenship of the
mmeMﬁIWMM.MMW
mwsmcmmwmwmmumom.psmum
of lagad, oaid, "1 hoar that Hagal e at the back of tho whole thinge
reople oro talling thet he is maldng noney with the professional peoples”
Jo the writer it sounded that 'Msushimn vanted the people to gossip that
lagad was receiving bribery, not that they were actually saying sos IS
wae & projection typical of Hsushimane

in the face of growing oritlicliem against him, Nagai could no longer
ve sitting in the baok socalts It was in the begimning of April that Nagal
went over to the underground ohanber of his blook anl demanded thet the
professional pamblors close tho placee o throatensd them, "If you don't
stop, I will soo G0 it that you would bo arrestod. It will not otop with
your ganblinge I will ooo to it that you would be arrected for stoaling
govornment property and using etolon goods for porsonal gaine All dhis
mm,m.momom-n-memm.x

imows Lot mo tell you now that theoe offonses are tried in Yuma end not
in Postons® '

mum-nmtowmmuhm
was ologed in a fow dayse




The ice was brolonj the firet attompt of Hagai was successfule Now
tho ohairmen of the Mmecutive Hoard went before the Temporary Corcunity
Counoil and rocelvod their approvael %o call a conference of block eounedl
nembors to digouss both the gambling and manpower shortege problems ineamuch
ap tho latter was a grave problem facing ‘oston simultenecusly with gamblings
lie arruod that 4% was viSally ossontial $0 croate consciousness among rosie

dents of the acute existing problems and to obtain the support of the publie
at large for their colutioms Im the past the problens discussed in the
Corrumi by Council sessicns were not reported to the blook and the people
were igropant of (he conditionss there was too much gap botuween the rosie
dents and thedr ropresentatives, who were rogarded as o sopurate entity

as if they wore Ceoucasion "appointecss” The mexbors of the couneil theme
selves roaliced that they were remote from the poople and endorsed the plan

full=hoartodlyse
Mlmh.m&:rnm,m&mﬁw Seeretary of the Executive
Board, lobuo latsubare, sent a memorandun o cach Llock managere
It reoad as follous:
Our 7CC 4o plamning to sponsor a conferonce of Bloek Council
meubers and Dlock Managors the Lirst of its kind in the hiastory
Poston in the very noar futures Ve wore roguested by the TGO
sulmit the nevea of We Block Council menborte
by informing us with the fellowing datas
the Diook Couneil nenborss

of tho bBlook Manager (or Assistant Dlook Manager if
the managership is vasunt)

Upon recoipt of the names, the Emecutive Doard sent out an invitation
to the conferonce to each block couneil merdey in the nmw of the chairman
nmm.'mmnmy-. the Lovitations were writben only in Japancee
and tho Ongligh version did not scocupany Uhers




. In the April 21 fssue of the Poston Chroniole, an article appeared

amnouncing this conferences It roeds

CC TO ROLD MERTIRG ON
COURCIL®S POLICIES

Under the auspless of the TCC I, a series of mectings to
inform the Blook Counail of oach blook on Council's polieies will
be hold starding this Ved, night, April E1, it was dooided at the
woolkly moeting held ut Nece Ue

he Progran i to educate the publie of the commnity problems
both from the Coumoil's viowpoint and the ommunity's outiosk to
achieve clover cooperatione

As there ere U quads, © guads at o tlme will comvene at Yess
823, vhich has toen tontatively shosem as the site. The first

on Vieds will be repeated tho following thursday end
Friday nights, & 29 and 08, with ¥y Vade Teed expocted Go speak
at the firet mectinge

The Japenese section of the saw lssue oarried an article much nore

UNITED CONFERENCE F BOTY LEGISLATIVE AD
ADPTINISTRATIVE TACIIIRCRIES
To Do ledd For Three Days Undor the Auspioes of 700

The mode of living in this senter Lo rapidly changing due %o
the chances in the WRA pelioies, which in turn are affosted by

the changoes in the intornal conditlions of the United States.

In order to solve many new problems erieging ocut of these changes,
it was bolieved cosential to have belter understanding and coopere
ation of the two machineries, lepislative and adminlstrative,

{Block Managers, Nlock Councils, The Executive Doard, The Labor
Reletion Doard, the Tenporery Conmunity Couneil, and its Iseed
Mﬁmmds For this reagon, it was decided to hold under the
suspices of T0C joint conferences for thres days beginning the night
fﬂam(m)umnmsam . The progrem io o8

o ]

PROCRAM
" g Cholrmans Tacuteugu fushiyema
1. Addreas ¢ Chalrman, Fraulklin Suglyess
2e Mdross 120 Chalrman, Nagise !deushime

e,
1) The Ewecutive Doard e asalichi Hagad
(2) ™o Labor Nelation Doard ~- iisakiohd luleohl
"ihe Probleme We, The oston Nesidents, Are Faclng At Presente”
{3) The femporary Comunity Couneil e Frank Pulkude
“about the Manpower Cormission®
{4) speaker from every'block representing his Block Council

"Ihe Nethods and Solution for My Block Problems and
Difficulties in the Past"




ds Quostions and Answers
s.mm«(mmmnumummmmag
problems)

The issue of April 22 carried an erticle montioning something aboud
the ganbling condition in canp for the first time in the history of its
publication, and even this was confined only o tho Jepanose seotione
Under the headline,

CRUSADE OF CAMBLING IN THE CENTER WHICH I8
IN ALARMING COMDITION
Soveral Proposals Dooided by 7T0C
it carried a short peragraph saying,
TCC I held ite regular reoting on 17th at 10 asms in the Dlosk

6 Reos linlls Besides the plan to hold o joint conference of the

loginkative and adninistrative branches, which was reported to you

yosterday, thoy decided as followss
huwmmmmummm.mmm

a grave and alarming stogCecessesce

It was not until April 28, that the Pnglish seotion of the Foaton
Chronicle mentionoed gambling for the firet tinmee It was iin a short
article,

TCC 70 CURB GABLIIG
Drastic steps to ourd iing, which has reached alarming
proportions in the Unit, will bo talen, it was decided at the last
¢ I mooting at Blizs, 5
-~ Also during the meoting, a committee consioting of Ge Huratosses
The original plan was ohanged end the joint conference was held in
two sessiong, dividing the cawp into twop othorwise the proceedings were
tho samo as announced in the nowspapers The conference was held in the
south wing of tho Block 32 Mosshall,’® in whieh two loug lines of mess
tables were lined paralleol to the wallse On each of these tables, whioh

are big enough to seat eight porsons, cards bearing the mumbers of blooks,

were pleceds In the conter of one line of tables, the epeakers were
seated, Vhen the meeting opened at quarter to nine, forty-five minutes
behind the scheduled time, almost every seat was occupied by delepatess
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these delegates wore either Issol or Hibei, although whiteehaired or bald
headed porgsons wore more noticeables

(oo should sympethice with tho predicament of the firet spealer,
Franklin Sugiyama, who had to cpeal in unfamiliar Japanese, as the meeting
was conducted entirely in Japenese, le emplained with diffieulty that
there wore many problems in camp whioh gould not be solved without the
aid of the poople presents The purpose of the evening was to soquaint them
with the pending problems and the policles of the TCC and the administrative
branche

The second speaker, le Misushima, relatod the neoessity of close
cooperation botween those elected officers and the residente et lergo; he
emphasigod that the gap must be oliminated,

Eith the next epeaker tho meeting went #fito the main toples s Nagad,
the chairman of the Exooutive Board and the selfestyled Mayor of Poston,
cormansed in his charasteriotie Japanese oratory, "We are fasing a deploreble
donditions It 18 a shameful thing for the flowers of the grect East Asia
races (Toa !fingoku) == the Japanese, I am epeaking of our gembling habit
in Postonese”

"Just booause the older poople are sotting bad examples, the young
mon are thereby influenced and affecteds They ere delinguent, They are
gembling, negleeting the performanve of their rightful duties, Vhen I
see thom gambling at thelr tender ape, I grieve for thelir future, since
the habit of it should onco get into their blood, will be an incursble
malignant diseases I grieve for the future of owr rece in imerictess”

Then he cited the case of the boy who hod wmoted away one thousand
dollars belonging to his femily. "IHie mother could not stop tears coming
in her eyese I, %00, oriod with her, Ghe said, 'Now you know what happenods
Please do somothinge' %o her I said, 'If wo suceoed in saving not only youp
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'mhto&wmdu.ﬂnmmmmthammqpuuu
pays You should be proud that with that momey you have saved our young
penerations Lot us now underteke the crusedo to save our youngmanhoodees”

At ono otage of his speech, Uagal said, "If o person wine in a
genbling gamo, ho doos not work beoause he has made easy monoys If he
losos, ho Lo angry and irritated; he stays in bod without working. In
either vay the mma&mmmmum Gambling
makes ono lagy and irresponsiblosss”

Aftor twonty minutes of ardent appeal to tho sudienco, ho concluded,

"Let us topothor save and guide the young gemeration, who has & groat

promioo and & great mission to nccomplish in the futures It is not too
late yote It 8 yot possible to ocure the disease those young men are
aflioted with at presente mwwu«am“mm-mm
in this center. We noed your unselfish and fullehoarted assistance to
carry out our groat dutye"

The remaining speechos, one Ly lalmchi and the other by Fulmda,
wore on the manpower shordape probleme

As soon os the delogates had accoss to the floor, a discussion of
the gasbling problem was resunod livelilye One delogate said, "I heard
thet the polioo 1s r-oeiving bribery from the pambling interests,”

Anothor ecrmentod, "I know a certaln person who was oaught gembe
AMng end wvas put in jalle fwere he smy tho policemen gembling in the
polico stations This van told me, 'The naxt time ve are throwm inte
Jnx.-mmmﬂmmm-mmwman
Jaily' When such & condition exiote with the law emforeing agency, how
can you expect us to provent gambling in the cmp?®




"I want %o offer this incident, " a blook council member saids "A friend
of mine was eaught in the aot of gambling and was taken before the court
and was duly sentenceds On the nemt day, after about twentyefour hours
stay in Jail, I saw hin in our mosshalls I asked him what happened, lie
sald, "1 camo home to oab, bDesause thoy told me ¢0 come hore and eat,
Hell, I am not roturning to the jail any more.” And he refused to retur
to serve the rest of his sentence and yot nothing happenod to hime"

Gne man stood up and spolte indignantly end eoccusingly, "Isa't it
your duty, lire logal, o sco that the poliov department performs ite
duty rightfully? Isa't it the duty of the Eweocutive Doard to superviee
the activities of the police?”

aw-mmwaw.mmuuumm
funetions of tho Emeoutive Domrd are interpreted bLroadly, it may be said
that the police department is undor our jurisdictions lowever, in
practice, wo are not authorised to supervise the department. It is
under a separate authority, On the other hand, tho police are arguing
that thoy eannot emercise the police autherity to the full extent without
publie opinion supperting the enforcements In my estimation, we have
the police in cmnp, bub in effeot, 1% 48 the some a8 not having any police."

On this atbempt of lagal to shift the blmmwe of inefficiency olsewheore
there were comments in whispers in the audience, "What's the use of the
Toseiebu (The Emeocutive BDoard) if they don't have jurisdiction over the
police?™ ™hat's he trying to do angway?™ Or, “"lagal is evading the
m.'

Noged was again put on the defense by another man who asked, "ire
Barel, we have heard from you this evening about the deplorable proportiens
of ganblings DBut I am sorry to call your attention that you have not sald




a word about any conorete and constructive plan to ocurdb the evilse You

should at lecet have some idea as to what you intend to dos Vill you
lot ue hear from you what you propose to do?™

lagel enswerod this quootdousr hesitantly, "We do not huve any defe
inite plan ozoopt that we have asked the Parents Teachors Assoeiation
and the religious groups to take the indtlotives I do believe that the
rospongitdlity falls on theco pooples Ve nust depend on them to tale
the leedership with our supg ¥ A% this ®ue the resction that Vagad
ws tryiog to pass the bueck to others was rempant among those prosent
in the hall,

When the cenforence Lrobke up ebout midnight the delogutos went
hove with the feeling that nothing ccvereote wd substantiel had been
gained during the evening.

Hosgver, tho conference wue effective in maldng the paniblers in
the camp, especially tho professional gemblers, reelise thet the people
wore disturbed and were rallying to the rightoous cause and thet publis
sanction was about to work upon the corrupt poliee end selfish pamblors,
It was enough to intimidate them end all the pambling houses were closed
within a few days after the meetings It was also true that police
warnings were instrumental in the rotreat of the gamblerse Tho veasons
for the sudden police viglilance wore two folds Firet, the police had
recoived the support of public agitation against the gamblers for which
they were olamoringj seocond, the Chief and the entire foree were under
fire and wore ecoused publicly of their corruptions lNevertheless, there
was one omooption =- the place in Dlock 27 == which #he police could not
oloses It was the place vhere the young boye of the Shimeno peng held
mmmme. Pumors hed it, althouph without credence,
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that Shigokawa was receiving fifty dollars a day and had boen threatened
by them, "If wo go, wo take you with uss" At the end, however,this
mmmmm«umm.m.mmmw
block by the prossure of the block residentss

Hoantime, in the morming of April 28, the Project Director, We Wade
M.mmmuamumnummmummw
the Judieial Commission, Sofichi Nommra and Elmor Yamemoto, a former
Los Angeles isel attormeye load explained thet eash in the oxeess of
four hundred fifty thousand dollars was to be pald to the Poston ovasueos
within the next four weeks by the project and demended the tighteming
of low enforcement, cspecially a curtallment of gembling in order %o
protect the residento,

To the roquest of Project Director lead, the Police Chief, who

was at odds with the Comdissioners and was disturbed by current stories

of his corruption, pointed his acousing finger at Nomuras MHe argued,
in general eubstance, that real police enforoement could not be effected
-ummmmaumwmmumcmme
arposted ganblerss Oo far, whenever the offenders were brought before
the justios, the court was turning them loosp with either suspended
gontonces or probationss Tho chief espesially emphasised that the
laxity of tho eourt was respensible for the present situationy this
same laxity mullified the effectivencss of the polices

lomura, of course, could not take this cscusation with hends
down, Jo vetorted that all cases which wero brought before the court
whhﬂmﬁwﬂohﬂmmhmumnthnﬂghtm
and justice impose heavier penslties. o added, "Don't eateh emall
fries, Vhen you bring big omes, I'11 give femy" Ghigekawn, no doubt,
understood the hidden insinuation of the judges




At the end of this conforence lead was reported to have sald,
"7 will guorantee all of you that I will give every bit of support for
enforcenents I will invelw the authority vested in me by Administrative
Instruction loe 84s Just got one witness who will testify that he has
gsoon certain persens play gemes for moneys That's sufficiont for me,
T will issue a warreant immodiately.”

W Wodo Noad intimated in this statement that ho would exercisce
the full authority pranted him by WRA Aninistrotive Instruction Hoe 84
in malting those arrestos m&meMMn&Ma

essh police officer may meke en arrest without a warrant only of
an ovaouee who has cumitted, or i commitbting an offence in his

Presencos

The errect of an ovacuee for an offense not comrdtted in the
presence of a police officer may be only pursuant to a warrant
of arrost issued by the Project Directors

is On tho application of a police officer who malkes a signed
written statement that he has reason to beliove that an offense
has boen cormittod and that the porson for whom the wmrrant
is vequested had cormitted the offenses The Project Director
in his discretion, may require such additional details %o be
inoluded in the statement as he may beliove desirable, Vhen
warrant be issued at the ocarlilest
" Project Director shall normally not
quire more than sueh a written statement by the officer
cffense has beon canmitbed and that the
warront reguestod has committed it.
of a warrant igs less urgent, the Project
Direoetor ghall normally require the statoment by the polioce
lieves the person for whom
conmithod an offenses In any
' & the belief of
comaitted, is

rensons for such belief,
reason to beliove that the porson f
requeated has committed the offense, setting forth his reasons




e
that an offonse has boon committed and that the peoreon for
18 sought has committed 1tese

Aftor the oonference of joint Dloek Couneils, the cireulation of
wild stories ebout Chief Shigekemsm wns accolerateds ne rumor socoused
the ohief of having recoived at loast fifteen thousand dollors as
bribery since he came o the oarp in last Mays Other rumors placed the
fipure ot a amallor emount, Judge Homura's version wms also subotans
tiating the story, "I think fifteen thousand dollars ore o little oxe
aggerated, I think it'e somovhoere areund nine thousand or ton thousand
dollars. fle i the guy who put an ed in the Chronicle sometime ago %o
purchose a tractors Shigokawa ig from Torminal Island and didn't have
any money bofore ho came to Postons Mow he's got enough memey to buy
a tractor for oashes Pigure that out for yourself"

The mmors about the Police Chief were somevhat at variance,
but they all egreed that he wae receiving "protection” momey, Thore was,
however, one percon whe contredieted this story, e wme 'Mgushima, the
Ingel Mﬁm Board chairman, o sald to his soqguaintances, "Chigobem
is o nice boys I taught him vhen I was teaching the Jepenese language
gsohool in Hontebellos I don't think he's got any money fram the gambling
interestss I think 16's just telly, His father told me, *I owoar to God
that my boy ie honest and imnocents'™. The listeners immedintely ropude
iated Migushima, "Now cen you tell that he dida't take bribe? If you
m'tmmmuummmtmmumm'
The chairmen 4id not have another word, as he was aware that his political
position was preearious end that he himeelf was being suspected by certain
oloments in the cmnp of having come connoetion with the FBI,




On April 26, the Teamporary Compsmdty Counell meb with the legal
Departmont and discussed ways end means of revitalizing and reorganising
the Police Depertnent, The couneilmen were particularly concerned
about the ranmpant pumors ebout the bride taldng police chief, As the
first moasure, they decided to oall in the chief,

on the next day, April 27, the Council ealled in Chief Shigelawa
before the body end pecommended him to resipgn before they would aot
upon ite He wan teld, "You'd better save your fases Ve are poing %
oust you enywey,” Sonsing the consequenco, Shigekmsm irmedistely tens
dored his resipnation to tho Internal Seourity Officem, MMller, and to
the Councile

Seidehi lNomure cormentod on this resigmation, "He'd better pot
out of carpe That puy mado too mueh premises to the prefessional
guyse Thoy are aftor him now,"

With the resignation of the police Chief, some of the policemen
lof't thoir jobs one by onej the mumbor remaining in the fores wee

roduced to twolve on April 80, sbout this some sald sneeringly, "those
are the emolly cuyss Tho ones loft in tho department now are honest and
eround this dnow force should be formed,"

On May 1, the Mosten Chroniele printed en erticle announsing the
change of the chief 4n its Japanoso sootidh,
RETIREMENT OF CHIEF SIIOERAMA
Mre Oba Appointed as the New Chief

S T TS e T e
his resignation to the Teporary Cormunity Councd

having judged his reasons for resignation
escoepted 1% subsequontly they wore searching for the




During the night of ay 1, the folloulng mimsographed paper was
posted all ovor the camp == in the lateinos, on tho mosshall walls, and
on the bulletin boards of all the blooks in Unit I

SOMETUING VAS ROTTEN IN DENMARE

Poston ves o widowgpen towne Comscrolaliszed vice and syne
dicated gambling wos flouriched, winked at by an official who
has been appointed for the expross purpose of Leeping the 1id
down on stinking corrupilions

Pumor® are rife that thore was a nonthly payeoff for "prow
toctlons" That only emalletine pauhy-ante gambs end crepeshootors
roliing dico for nickels and dimes wore approhended, vhile the big
eontrolled pues were unmolestods

Of couree, this moy be Just another rumore. Dut there's the
oldwtime saying that "vhere there's smoke, thero's fire."

It 19 bigh tine that something be deno at omoo o elean up
the corruption in orpenised crime,

Yoston must cloen housed Throw cut whom would line his pooket
with £ilthy moneyd

Resignation fram a 10 jJob is not usoessarily mouns etoned
for his sing,

Tie are ready %o drive out his whole stinking wess, Racketeering
and dishoneety must god Tou lmow whom we are talking about}

The sume mimoographed pepers dlssppeared during the night of May B¢
o one in carp could oxplain this mysterious sppearence and disappearence,
o ono could sey with euthority who put out this paper and who took 1t
awaye The only plausible conjecture wes that they were not printed in
the Administration Bulldings, as the Ceucssien superintendent would not
allow printing of papers cther than tihose of the projects Besidos those
machines, the mimoographing cen be done in the Chromiols office and the
Conmuni ty Pnterprisese In addition, thore ere two privately cwned
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mimeoprash nachines in the cap and to these owmers <= Christian workers

ummmmmmm-unmacammmu
posting of theso ahoots was given. And tho Shigelkawsn supporters were
suspootod of heing responsible fer tho dlsappearancos
Gn My 4, the Poston Chroniele in ite Japanese sectlon reported
as followse
SIX COMIISSIONIRG APPOINTED
Otpengthening of ¢ho Talice Nepartment
A8 roported, Ure "Jusbo" Ota was appointed as the Chiof when
m.mmn&nd. How the Temporery Comamity Council fore
mwmmautnmawrm«mwmmwdm-
meat of the following percons ag the Police Commisslonerse It

ismmwsm«nmhmtummummua

to be consulted om the policies of the department in mainteining
law and order in the causpe .

willian Fulkuds, Messharu fano, Pront Kedowelki, Tsuneo
Sumide, Setoulchl asukane, CGeorge Fujll

The firet peraon naes in the veport, Willianm Fukude ls a Waeld
who is working in the warohousos. Hasaharu lane and Cetsulehl Masulang
are both mombops of the lssei Advisory Doard, while Tsunoco Sunida, also
an Iseed, is the Manager of Dlook 16, The other Nisel besides Fukuda,
namely George Pujii, 1¢ a member of the Temporary Community Councile

The condition in ocamp was gotting under control 1t was an antie
slimax by lay 5, when the nowly organized Police Commission sent a
senorendun attachod to & notice from the Froject Dirsctors Tho nemorane
dum reads as followss

- %os Dlodk linnages

48 you luow, 4t would Lo much noye preforable to preveut
mmumoummummmmmmm
penaltics after the vioclations have ccourdds

m:mmmﬁwbymwux&satt}n’m
hell and posting it on tho Pulletin Doards
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The lotter of Viade Nood which Fujii reforred to in the memorandum roads
as followme
lay 6, 1948

NOTICE 70 ALL PESIDENDS OF POGTONS

Two prevelent evils oxisting at Poston have boen called to
ny attention and I am weiting this memorandun €0 you residents
to ask your cooperation and assictance in oliminating thems

1s Gambling has beocome very wideesppead to such an
that somo drastic moasuros muot be taken to curd its I am oure
that all wllemeaning, righte-thinking residonts do not desire
this ovil to continuos Vo have rules and regulations against
gembling and they will Lo horeafter enforeed by the law enforcement
officers and the Judielial Corxdssions ©Such rules and rogulations
are morely & remody after the orime has boen committeds

Iem
of the

8s Tho othor ovil to whioh I am reforring is the unauthorized
misuse of motor vehicleSeee

I oarnootly colieit your holp end essistance in rectifying
the two problems herein outlined to yous

Yours very truly
o) 3o -
Project Director
The lotter of tho Project Director was a posthumous warning to the
gamblorse e organizod and syndicated gamblers could not stand the
wrath of the publiej the corrupt Police Chief could not bear publie
consures Doth of these had gome when tho lotter came outy It was a

mummmtmmmatuumuumu
not be tolerated and would be dealt with severolys




As of May 20, the only garbling done in the camp ¢ again hana
and poker gemos for nominal ctakes, which are oondoned. Ewen these
me&WWMM“uMmMM
rusry and larehj they ave playing the gmmes seerotly under cover evolding
the searching eyee of the vigilant police.

uuwmmm..pubnomummmmma
spurred the curding of the pombling evils ofter & chaotie periode It is
a quostion whether this woapon will be emereiged leng enough to prevent
the recurrence of parbling in the Colorado Niver War Relocation Center
at Poston permenently, This quostion is yet to e answored in the fubure,




As of April 28, 1948,

- e

Hen without dependents in this country and bacholors who were
engaged in tel:ing care of the gordene of Coucesien howes were quertored
topgether as boarders in large houses. Begh houss teol care of about
10 » 20 gardeners cherging & sot fes for room and board, It was one of
the profitable businesses for the Japancses

The area bounded by lnth Street, Pico Street, Vermont Avenue,
and Vigstern Avonude

o f=

e area rouzhly bounded by Pmposition Doulovard, idams Ctroot,
Vermont /Avemue, and Vestorn Averus,

A fishing village across the chamnel from San Pedro, California,

where about two thousand Japancse congregated, eomprising about three
fourths of the total populations

o 0w

Another Chinese game similar to dominos
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mortgeges on the Nichibed

roulstion among all the Japanoee
at the time of evacuation the company was
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oditor of tho Rafu Shimpo, or the Los Angeles Daily News, revealed the
The Pafu Shirpo had the

following fuotos
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laters This meant repid inorease in the oporating cest, and our olre
culation of 10,000 wmo barely sufficient to keep the paper goinge

® 18 =
This was reported by one of the officers of the Tolyo Clube
o ld e

The hilly stretich along the Pacific Oosan betwoan San Pedro and
Badondo Doaghe

- 10 e

fo was the eantral figwe of an eviotion case in Mleck 45, The
inoldent is roporbted eloowiwre soparabolye

w If -

it 12 tranglated "Rifle Cang® or “"Cun Mens™ A group of durly
men who wore anployed by the Toltyo Club,

- 17 =
The boss of the mlervorld in Southern Californias
w ile

Anple matorials ere avallable for this case and the idnepping
e reador should refer to the lLos Angeles Times

tme of these men 48 now posiding in Poston under anothoy nomde
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lowinoes or assignation,
gshall such driver
building or plave, or %o
lieve that
prostitution, lewiness or assisnations

bolieve that the samo l8, or is

Wm
Mw
M

ghall permit any porson to

od or used for such purposes) nor
talte or transport any perecn to any

wvith Imowlodpe or reasonable oause to be

o e
Dre John Iy Provine, the Vier Rolosation Authoritys

lo drivor of any vohiele,
persens for hire,
vehicle for the purpose of prostitution,
with imowledge or roasonable osuse to
to bo, hire, occupl
any other person,
the purpose of such transporting ie

direot,

The now double barrack dullding betwoen Blook 26 and the adobe

7=

vhioch M, Hagal, Andy

Prank Fulmde, otos,
section,

are mostly frem the Miverside

A typiocal exproosion among the Issolies
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Dlocks 38, 36, 40, and 40,
: o lle

wee g affoctionate torm in addrossing a strenger,
literally moaning "uncles”

o 18 -
The words are of o ropresentative of the Parents Teachers Asscciations
o 180 -

T™e description contained in this report is that of the second
dayy April 22




