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no myjor crimes among tbﬂm Only cases come up for our

sttention are those of gambling, which, I am sorry to say, are

numerous. " :
v Lo aa A Commun r'ﬁ-f
Aarrests for gambling were frequent amnng the Japeanese peepte,
indicating widespread participation by the Japanesme people. ‘flk
REspkikexkkexarrrrksxy It was not uncommon to overhear people
talking this or that residence had been railded by the police. Yet
despite the arrests the gambling flourished unabated. Let us first
,\man
present private games, those enjoyed by erpdsin homes. The common
res/dencer

gemes played in private kewsss are hana, poker, dice throwing, and
meh jong. Among these hana ia the most popular gsme. It 1s a goame
the Japnese immigrants brought over with them. Whenever three or
four or five Issel were seen together around a table, they werse
invariably playing heana. In fact,it was not an exaggeration if one

¢/¢‘VIC [ A

had sald that the Issel dild not know any other ferm of game but
hana. They did not take on American games, but they stuck to the
Japanese game as though it were the only game existed. Especially

+he conc e"?‘»-d #ed
in districts where Japanese of the lower class were
one did not encounter any difficulty in l@cating the game and join-

ing in it. In "boarding houses" for gardeners in the "Tenth
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Street District™ or "Seinan-ku" or in the,barracks of Terminal
otbas. i Jn Fobaeco - Sreke- 15 led roomrs
Island,” men and womeﬂwerthlaying the hana geme, nightly aad
moCC,mm'n"
whenever they could not work due to the.weather condition., 4m-

teobacco-amoke - 1 lledrooms., Their stake varied anywhere from
five cents to one dollar & ga@ﬁk that is to say, five cents to

one dollerk changed hand within five to ten minutes, The vicbor's
spoll fob an eveégngbgée ;ggg-ﬁbout one dollar for the five-cent
geme snd sbout twenty or thirty dollars for the one-dollar game.
However, it was more common among the gardeners and the fishermen
to set the stake at twenty-five cents a game~—an evening's haul
for the victor being about ten dollars.

‘As it has been noted, hana was more widely played among the old/¢~
Japanese of the lower class or of the lower income group. - Gardéners,
fishermen, older produce men, farmers, migratory farm laborers had

eiiiiﬁ;;g for the gesme. But who else were there among the Iseei in
California? Very, very few others. As the census would reveal
almost all the Issei in California were engaged either in farming,
gardening, fishing, or domestic service. Therefore, it was often

l-?.f'
%xpressed th-t the gsme had an universal appeal for the older

OFf +hae
Japanese. Lt was more frequently played among the fishermen, 4z

T

gardeners, and,migratory lzborers, because they gither lived
closely togethdr or had more opportunities to aggéggiés?gtaddition
to having frequent idle or unemployed periods. As a corollary)
the farmers and the domestics indulged in it only occasiohally,
since they lived scattered and had less opportunity to assemble

together.

““Iﬁ"péiéiﬁg, it_is.interasti_- to note that h g condoned ,
LA LK j o /, /Q df’l
1~ﬂ"‘é‘a‘5ﬂ§ onT"” amon& Fhe 1owe sﬁoﬁie 5 In theTpT%r and middle




In passing, it‘is interesting to note that in F===m the upper
snd the middle classes of Japan abstention from the game is strictly
self-enforced not only for fear ozggﬁice and social criticism.but
also for pride in adhering to the moral standards of the classes. It
is only among the lower class people and the people of special
groups such as theatrical people and professional entertainers that
ghe game is condoned. And ¥ it is from this lower class of Japan
that the California Japanese population extracted its largest, if not
almost«sii? portion.

Then, why 1s hana so popular among the California Issei? No
doubt, there may be many reasons; each &bseor student having his own
deduction why it is prevalent among the peéple. The writer, however,
belkeves that the reasons for the popularity can be summarized in
the following aspects:

l. Hgpna is a simple geme. It is somewhat like rummy. Its

rules are easy to grasp.

2. Only a few players are needed for the game. Two men can
d£f60u94
play it. It also can be plgyed by as many as seven persons, . t is
most usual and best to have four or five contestants.
3. The paraphernalia esre inexpensive. Thexakswmiwkm It requires
as Juﬂ%%ﬁé
a set of cards, which is sold for sbout senty-five cents. set A
be used for days and days, unlike the playing cards which are changed
for a new set every hour or so during one poker session.
aon
4, There is,equal chance for every participant. No speclal skill
is necessary after one becomes famild@r with the simple technique.
Unlike poker. the skill of betting or of bluffing is not needed.
i, 5. The game is comparatively free from cheating. It 1s anmrerzs ¢xc¢fh¢nﬁ

person who can cheat with hena. It takes years and years of practice

before one can cheat with the hana cards, besides laymen regularly

‘ spraads
avoid to play with these "professionald', whose reputation.ﬁp rapidly




Tresn . in thr community.

6. The Issei, since comimg over to this country, congregated
among themselves and had 1little soecial contact with the Caucasians of
the community. They failed to absorb the American ways of 1ife, al-

e most of them had been here more than thirty

Hana playing, "go", "shogi'"g picture shows in Japanese, etec.
are the only means of thelr recreation. They did not develop appre-
ciation in sports particip"é:{ggfv?gtching;};ports. Baseball was the
only geme which the Issel took on 58 spectators with enthusiasm,i%
especially 1n the twentles. Even this was limited only to the small
portion of the population. The Isseil could not enjoy American movies
due to their inability to understand English, * -1
One could hear them say defensively, "There is nothing in t&ke movies.
Kisses and kisjsses. That's all, W A men and e woman get to-
gether and they go through all kinds of erotic gestures on the screen.
I don't enjoy théngslike that."  Thus the variety of recreation
they Emucan enjoy were very limited, indicating that their history
of Immigration was that of hard struggles and they had very little

leisure to themselvess

In cwist with the popularity of hana smong the Issei, the geme

Ccor,

failedAto per’r;mate among the Nisel. Ikxksxemixplayedxmnizxbyxkke

Kibeix Occasidnally young people are seen playing the game, but they

are almost always Kibel. With the Nisei, poker was most populér.
The young men were meeting toRgether in their friends' homes regularly
and professional

and weére holding "sessions", With the young businéssymen of Little
dnf : ]

Tokyo)-m the "market boys", sthe fruit stand employees, the “sessions”

' A ) *"ﬁ
were more frequent and more regular, a:‘g%hey toiled:?nr short union
hours daily and h-d their evenings free, besides they hsd steady in-

come and were comfortably set economically. With many of them the




a
ppkar "session" was the basis of,clique and the common ground of their

friendship. ©Some of these cliques held their "meetings" as often as

three times a week, each one taking turn and inviting the others to
‘ wou ld sAy

his home. One young man wes—saxing to another, say on a street in

Little Tokyo or  in the Wholesale Produce Market, "Hey, Joe} At

Jimmie's tonight. BEight olclock.”

The size of stake of their game varied from penny-ante-two-
bits 1litmit to fiwes6 nickel-ante-table-limit. The former was common
among high school boys, who also liked the game and played it behind
the backs of thelr parents. The latter was bee most wsusl siake-with
prevalent in th;ﬁ‘g%ei circle; it meant that the minimum of +kes ante
is five cents and the chips in his ;:ooss!easiond't:l¢ the 1imit of one
betting. The player bought the original chip:d:{n’?he amount reATIng

from ten d6Ears to twenty dollars inmxthx.‘mmkx
5 at the beginning of

the "session" from the "bank", usually the host for the evening. ==

% As the evening prog*essed, the unlucky
From f/‘( Jdn&
ones had to buy more chips with cash again and agj@n and the chips
I mct-adf¢¢’ % Such an ex?@»?" )
in ecirculation increased as the game went on.. Zt was not rare among

them to see mmeExkkrEr in one single pot chips worth more than sementy-
five dollars toward the end of the evening. It was often reported

4
that this or that lucky person w ent home with,winning of one hundred a-—-a/
. o irmold -f‘f”cd'
fifty dollarsh. However, such large winnings received publicity out

of{i;a proportion among the clique acquaint.nces and were talked about
%dely;ﬂ,i’tﬂ‘f:‘;afar to report that ,ftan %;d’;;;;yuﬁgggsi;nh" fm-&:\églf
in the amount of twenty to thirty dollars changing hands in one
evening. 7

The poker "session" also served as a soclal meeting for them.

the N middle class Nisei. During the evening many gossips concern-

echJ ed
ing their friends and their community were -Bﬁﬂ% among them. The




~-host or his wife served refreshments; for the cost of foodand:ggcks
of cards the host was generally-bslte priviledged to take out ten

cents or twenty-five cents from the larger pots from time to time.

(1,8
To be called \'charmiyg" or "nice" lady-the hoat's wife and to avoid 8

of being called a "joy-killer" or an "old battle axe" the host'!s wife
had to wait on the guests gracefully with smile, even though she
might have condemnation‘and contempt for her Qusband for gambling.

It was her duty as a "perfect" host to keep her even désposition
even if the "mesting" lasted into the early morning hours.

The common kinds of poker played by these people were five-card
stud poker, seven-card stud poker, and draw poker. Of these sewen=
card the young Ngisei liked seven-card stud poker, as they would
say, "the pots get bigger", while the high schibol boys enjoyed
small five-card stud or draw poker, satisfying themselves with a
spoil of one dollar or one dollar and a half.fe~ d d4y -

Along with poker games, "twenty-one" was played sometimes among
them, especially wmong the adolescents; it did not, however, appgggghdﬂwn
1%’ popularity of—trempwess and limited only to the extent of "killing
time" for one hour or so Witﬁbtwenty-five ¢ cent or fifty-ceng ca-
i Somiawha sdme

In the shmider degree of popularity for "twenty-one" in the
Japanese community. the dice-throwing could also be plasséd. It
was played for the similar purpose of "killing time"] ¥t never gained

: gccadsond CKr
the widespread favor of hgna or poker and was played onlghamong'ﬁkﬁ:

iBel A ‘f& Neses
Nisel g gma1l portion of the Nisei. Sometimes tirey were seen throwing

the dicel after the peak business hours in she dark corner of w
wholesale produce house or in the wash-room of & fruit stand} S sic
and 1t was very rare to see the older Issel indulging in the dice-
throwing

L]




Other gemes of chance such as Mah Jong and Fin Ball machines
had thelr ups and downs in the scale of popularity. The height
of fad for Mah Jong in Los Angeles and its vicinities was in
1925 - 1930. During this period the Chinese game struck fancy
of the middle class Japanese llke a wildfire and they all begen
to learn it. Its rules, however, were so complicated and its
wWEenre
paraphernalia,so expensive--a set costing about fifteen to thji%y

A
dollars depending upon its quality --that many of the beginners
dropped out before they could master it. At the end it was re';f;b;'
the shop owners and the artisans of Little Tokyo and the produce
market owners who kept on with the game. They invited thelr

friends :szf eveningg and played a geme or two, as a game would

last sbout one hour and a half to two hours and a half. At this

+he Mab Jon
syaggf . .

they were i?iten’o upon improving their skill and enjoyed it
as a fbrm of amusement setbased on-rivalry between- the-friends
without ilaving a cash stake. Hivalry of skill and luck wee€ was
sufficient to satisfy them@, although the rivalry within a7
closed ciﬁle of famlly friends failed eventually to satiate the
increasing egotism d.ﬁ their own skill and s'g‘gé%;é{de competitions
were sought out whenever possible. Sueh& desire to have compe- |
tition with unfemiliar players culminated in hoiding a Mah Jong
tournament. The first of the tournaments was held in 1928 ,and
thereafter such a meeting was held monthly or bi-monthly, -Bae
meeting tournement-was usuvally on Sundayé. 'I‘heyj7 la’;;;gqg large
reception hall of a Japanese restaurant in Little fokyo for the
occasion, beginning the msm game early in the afternoon and
lasting until nine or ten #'clock imxkhmxmwemiwng at night. Ix
{El:g sponsors customarily 44&:30/ zd¢4p/A/¢n onqg docllan

or onq Hollar dnd 4 446/' Ar q'n—/‘r-r fecz 5 ﬁpwl.aA
+A¢7 Aerved Joo/ ‘/"”"f—ﬂf pal AR gvc””.? M s
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addition to many prizes gégsn to the winners. The tournament

was givenbggad publicity wellﬁhdvance pf the date in the Japanese
newspapers and EmxEwW =lways drew 2 goég:gggwd, osTE Hha—eovribestants
often numbering more than one hundred conkestants. It always'turned
out to be a jolly, happy Sunday for the playerns enjoying the
merry, friendly atmosphere. If one was a winner; he recelved
not only a prize such aéatrophy or a fountainf:;t but also a
mention in‘ apanese neswpaper srticles reporting the tournament.
In spite of the avid indulgencehinﬁiiﬁiﬁﬁng by the business
men and the artisans and their wives, lMah Jong Rmkimdxkm playing
failed tgﬂpanetrate either deeply or extensively into the Japanese
society.’%hmzfarmers or the fishermen, for instance, it was some-
thing mysterious; and to the Nisel it was something tedlous and
foreign. The fermers or the fishermen were too busy with their
chores or too Impatient to learn the complicated rules. The Nisel
desired snappier" games. Therefore, it was not surprising at all
that support by the select group was not enough and the fad for
the Chinese game grsdually died down after the pesk of 1928-
1929.
It was sbout 1932 when the popularity of Mah Jong playlng
revived and caught on with new addicts. This time, however,it
was not as a form of amusement;but it deteriorated into a device
of geambling. In private homes, where 1t was played formerly Tc
only for fun of playihg it, phe peopke were betting one-tenth -
of-a-cent o poing, It meant that the original investmént for
a game WASXERE for each player was one dollar, as he was given
_two thousand)points to start with. It also meant thathg%erage
Toss winning or loss for a geme was about fifty cents to one dollar.

As it is alweys the case, they could not Iemg be satisfieqhg th




such a small amount of money at stake. The stake gradually
increased to one-fifth - of - a -cent a point and eventually

to onecent a point; that is to say, the original capital in-

({ nat[
creasdf to two dollars and,to twenty dollars, and the player's

average turn over for a game bzgig envwhere from one dollar
or one dollar and a half to ten or fifteen dollsrs. With
the increase of stake Xkxax the éame attracted "bums” and
"Nisei undesirebles", who were not equipped with geither +he
paraphéhalih sor place to play. In order to accomodate the need
of -these men "with tdd much time and don't know what to do with
- o N MahlJong clubs sprang up in Little Tokyo. The purpose of
the clubs wes to arrange for a foursome and supply the set and
a table an&d to charge a nominel fee, generally fifteen cénts
per game per player. Some of these clubs were quite respectable
and catered the lah Jong playing middle class Japanese men,as
it was convient to walk in and find the partners for a game
anytime they desired, although the Japanese women frowned upon
sucl) places, The-steske maxof one-fifth-a-mmimkx cent a point
was most common at—trese—pimees and larger stakes were not
encouraged at these places, as one proprietor remarked, "If
they play for too big money, them are always big losers. The
big losers can't come back and plagy some more. 1 don't want
to lose my customers." |

84 At the height, /» /733,
there were as maﬁy as six Mah Jong clubs prospering in the
downtown Japanese section. And it was a rule rather than

w(f‘d
an exception then that the playerss going full blast with

the Chinese bamboo bl@cks as late as two or three o'ckock




in the morning. But the prosperity for these establishments were

was of xk a short duration, as 1t again failed to draw new

converts in a great number and the support by the "hoodlums"

and 2 few respectable men alone was not enough to sustain

the intensity of the f:%; By 1935 all but one of these clubs

closed thelr doors and the game returned to the homes of the

rafarned The habit o

middle class Japanese, althouga_gambling for small stakes,

survived. To indicate that the Mah Jong craze in the Japanese

community waned rapidly and could not regain its old glory

one could say bhat khsmsxwarExiwsxsrxikrmzxkeowrrsxamkx during

1935 - 1941 there were only two or three tournaments, which

did not ﬁxﬁgnnx the gayness or merriment of the bygone days

and that there was only one clué existing in the ecity at the time

of the evacuation meagerly as a side-business for a pool hall.

One could also add that khexMakximmgxxmk dust and dirt had

piled mm thick on the Mah Jong sets in attiq#é and basements

when the Japanese were packing for theXRBIB8XE Assembly centers.
Like the fate of Mah Jong was the rise and fall af FPin

Ball games. <The first”tzﬁziyhe machinesa were used as devices

for gembling was soon ~fter their appearance in the town in

1932, At the early stage of thifgambling, a few men were clustered

were +he mdaching
around a machine and shooting the balls in kkm it one by one,
carefully
manipulating the handle springkand alming at the pre-selected

pin expeetly. Each player bet ten cents and the highest scorer

s
took poasesion of the dimes in the pot. Soon the skake was

hiked up to twenty-five cents M \11%4—- \LJ M u..f;’




machine with dne violent stroke. 'That is, if five boys were
playing together and betting fifty cents each, ¥k a game Was
decided within ten minutes and the winner took two dollars and
fifty cents in the pot.
2
A varlation of this form - at,faster pace to minimize
+or 8 game
the time spent - was for a player to take a turn at the
asrbitrery
machine as beforse and to put up a certain amount of cach,
say two dodlars er<&ivexbEl&es, mm challenging kkak the non-
previously

players that he would score a certailn total point;nagreed
upon between them. The spectators then would "cover the bet
individually or collectively that the player would not score
the total. The game was decided withing two minutes and
money changed hands more  rapidly. This form was especially
popular with some Nisei business and professional men and

In exframe cases,
market boys". TheFes—men, when the Pin Ball game was at its

men
s \Were betting anywhere from fifty dollars to

peak in 1934,

one hundred and fifty dollars for one game. The writer wit-

nessed these "big games" quite Often in the drug store at the

corner of San Pedro and East First Streets, right in the heart

of Little Tokyo. In one of these "contests", there were sbout

fifteen prominent young businesss men gathered around g mechine.
e

#he player was pubting u twenty’i%—f&fty dollars and the bet
.fn addition to this pool,

was covered by two men. Ehggagmnngxkhnxxpnnknkmz;xxxhnnnxnnzn

the spectators were bétting separately among themselves, some
betting fifteen dollars that the player would make the total
point esstxmmixhiwxmpraparnktxzzwvert and finding a taker in the
crowd, another pair betting ten dollars between them,and still
another ke staking twenty dollars. With a single violent bang




at the machine by the player, twenty-five dollars changed hands
betwesn the player and the the two men who had covered the bet,

while ten dollars, fifteen dollars, twenty dollars, and so on
severdlly

sh passed in many separate sets of betber§K In this s %19

game which lasted less than one minute, cafh in excess of one

and
hundred fifty dollars in aggregate 4§hanged the owners. Knd

ﬁmywmx&mwﬂﬁxmfﬁwﬁw i

5 wasg Interesting

to observe then that the policeman detalled to the traffic at the

street intersection was a busy perticipant in this crowd.

_+ ) The'big sesle time" Pin Ball gambling atithe drug store

everyday r
went on ostentatiouly, for a few monthAs from the‘ea}y hours in
A of 'flt¢ erld
the afternoon to the closing timqee£=tttattracting a good-

sized, enthusiastic crowd until it suddenly disappeared and
small betting games of the former days returned. The story a‘ﬂ“f
w}ld 7 had
which t8kltnplace meanwhile was this: TFhe Japanese organized
gambling syndicate was alarmed over thousands of dollars'trans-
; evidently

acted in the store in a day andAits business volume, especlally
the sale of lottery tickets, dropped. The organization feared
the increasing popularity of RimxBaiixmazhimmx and the compe-
tition from the Pin Ball machines in the community that it sent
one day a gang of "huskles" to the owner of the store and

" \ s7op

warned' him to the big stake gambling at his place. There
was another place, it was reported, in the wholesale produce

ad e an A
A

district which}%as operating ,similar gambling and reté%ed to

smadler stakes abouthhe same time.
/o .1?"741 of +he 74\:7‘ ~hal"
Adthoapgh the gambling syndicate was alarmed over the

machine playing, the fad did not penetrate the Japanese po-




g
pulation extensively. It was only confined among the "downtown

crowd” and the "market boys", that 1s, among the Nisel aﬁ?iéqub
twenties. It uttegy falled to catch on with the Issei or with
the rural Japanese. It was because of the intense creaze among
those Nisei who were their profitable clients khakxmamzmd
zak® and loss of prestige to have thelr
businexs

monogiply of the gamblinghviolated that created concern among the
syndicate.

Thus the gambling with the Pin Ball machines for the bigger
amount of cash was elpminated by the externsal pressure for 7he

for nominel stakes
selfish motive, but the machine playingssmmkxammx was flourishing
ungbated among the young men. With the advent of more compli-
cated, electrically operated machines.about 1936 even this
47‘ ..r/.lk'c
practice of competing for the small sums XEs practically dis-
appeared. The boys were satisfied with playing the new electric
gadgets without betting and were more intent upon winning the
prizes offered by the house. The owner of the machines were
also careful to stimulate and sustain the interest of these boys
gnas

in them by exchanging the old medals with newer and more and

more intricate models from time to time.

It_’/g,tbl that ‘there. ﬂare twe @ays—df granting the mgchines

s

fr afhing,aﬁnﬁzwrﬂgndiCQ;df
‘[hen, what was the profit from these machines for the ow-

Had insTatled
ner of a restaurant or drugstore, who made the gadget

dd mAdg . dvc\zla.{(e For playars?

in bhis premise, It was reported that there were two ways of

A
obtaining them 7‘/§¢ S E nf sacé mc\cémcs W/,rn Were

“Ano 0r Threg relusively inKes Hapeles
/ 34 4 c\7ze5 - 7{4' il
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with
syndicate members whom the writer was acquainted were invariably

: 4
Jewish, One wey of the two ways of renting was onhpercentage
s
basis and the other was on stright <¢msh rental basis. -TH=wee
sa The machine was never sold outright. IkxwasxzakdxRyxmamy

mREREEEExxkRatxkxwasxmmenxprnfiks With the percentage basis
generally

the owner and the operator,split the intake fifty-fifty, although
this ratiot\variiéfgglgome cased, Omn~bhe With the latter form
ef-penting the monthly rentak varied from twenty to thirty-—
five dollars. It was saild b?agge operators that it was much
more profitable to rent them on the ™e cash basis, as the following
figures would reveal., In 1932 wﬁiﬁ-éﬁo‘nnade very early, crudse
model rented for twgety or twenty-five dollars per month. One
in Little ~okyo
restaurant owner, who had such a machine rwmning Bi in his place,
daily approximataly

reported that s the average gn.grofsr inq&pme wash?ive dollars
and fifty cents. That is to say, hishearning Peor from the
gadget wamfor one month was one hundred and forty dollars after
deducting the rental of twenty-five dollars. The owner of the
infamous drug store at the intersection of San Pedro and East
First Streets, who also operated one machine, confided once
that he averaged about nine dollars daily. It meant that he
was earning about three hundred dollars monthly by just letting +he
boys play the Pin Ball geames. Ibt—might xin

With the intr@duction of more cew intricate models and
over-abundance of machines available for the community, it was
true that the operators’intake decreased considerably. Even then
the earning was lucrative enough. In 1938 the same drugstore

ovmer reportid that he was takink in sbout ten dollars daily

ne
from three machines of different patterns. Hisﬂ}ncome, it showed,




was still in excess of two hundred dollars a month. One
restaurant owner rdygity Wholesale Produce Market district,
who derated two machines,

reported about the same time that his monthly net income

from them averaged about one hundred and fifty dollars. It
might be true that thegl cases cited here are those of ex-
teeﬂetﬁ profitable establishments. IZven if:boncession is made
to regard these cases to béfggég;al prosperous ones, it 1s :ﬁ#c
quite evident that a monthy profit of thirty or forty dollars
from a machine wagzgt all difficult. It was no wonder that
every drugstore owner or restaurant owner was fignting to

get new and novel machines and Was anxious to attract the
. o % To0k « Floor spdee ded’
pleasure-seeking boys, Ngm“z-co’ e 475‘.:»7‘:“ of shep Keepars,

Los Angeles
The Pin Ball machines sagggaéhe—éea%h went out of existence

completely in 1940 when the Bowron administration decided to

clean up vice in the city. With a single stroke of the police
vice squad gone were the glamorous days for the gadgets. The
operators raised their hands in horror and lgmented the passing

of never-miss profit-making instrument. Of course, they protested

o
vigorously, but their G%ﬁae%ten fell on feaf ears and was in vain.

prohibition
The gboiitienm of ti*e opveration put an end to the source of
lucrative extra income and endangered the existence of soms
of the sstopes which depended heavily on such earnings. The
writer remembers two cases of storetclosing soon after the in-

cident. Both of these were restaursnts in the wholesale pro-

duce merket district. The ovner of one of these said,

" /
Fia et ot sTore rent From +he michines
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stay 1n';,the business." The other owner complained, "I have

hu—
been going in hole ever since those machines were taken out
don't
by the police. “u’hv those Dolitians go after big guys. ThU
0’7‘

should}\have bothered with those machines. They are all right;
they are for clean fun."

WS
08 less importance were contract bridge playinﬁ.
- e ! bra

wmiddle < Cdd?
was only among & handful of theAN.tsei that thHe popul.r

American game found favor. M—m}mﬂm
were class-eonselous of the upper-middle elass Tamilien~ AltAough
thay gﬁe}é‘enthusiastic adherents and hald parties among them- 4
selves often, gambling with money was ﬁown to them Im=most
generally., They took on bridge pl%ng, it seemed, as a
substitute for poker or hana, which ¥ere frowned upon by themas
CA@P e s
womy | Mapy-Jepenene ( pdapaness~s They had been playing
the geme many years, some known to be playing since as early
as 1925, but outside of their cirole it failed to spread ./;w.
Many Japanese sneered at their bridge playing as ﬂtrjfing '
to be'uppish" or "fashionsble". .

TﬁéFW& pepgpective, thers were only-two

Therefore, one could say in braod perspective that
there were only two means of gambling for moén{y ameny
as:f)%'ivately played games in the Japanese community which
hﬁld/\significance because of ﬁ*"‘w intensiveness,
extensiveness, and permanency-~-namely, hana for the older
Japanese and poker for the Nisel. With-a~cltear-understanding

the reader comprehend. ' the extravagsnt grip of

Should
these two games over the Japanese people, he hadk=—semel bas




an excellent insight into the unorgenized, unsyndicated gamb-
ling of the Japenese community in California. Hana and poker
were interwoven witzigaily 1life of mpst of the Japanese to
such an extent that they could not feel the moral restralnt

of violating a penal code andﬁ%gﬁe playing the games osten-
tatiéély and openly in thé sanctum of private homes. When
some wiei fellow countrymen happened to visit such a home, the
players without any sigﬁ of shame kept on with the game and
did not make eny attempt to conceal it from the intruders. It
was not necessary af 21l to hide the game from other Japanese
because the Japanese community as a whole accepted and condoned
the hana playing in the greater degree and the poker playing
in somewhat less degree as the inevitable andvlegitimate"

sources of recreation.

THE ORGANIZED GAMBLING
Every discussion of the organized or ayndicated gembling
in the Japesnese comrunity of California must necessarily be

centered sround the aectivities of the powerful Japanese

He
organization, K Tokyo Club. And every discussion of,Tokyo

Club, in turn, must be focusfed upon the activities of the
Loa Angeles Tokyo Club, which was the maln office and the
holding company of the other Tokyo Clubs in the vast network
extending not only throughout the state of Calif%bia but
also into Oregon, Washington, and Utah.

First, let us survey the early history of the organization
briefly. One old Issei, who immigrated into America in 1908

as a young boy, reminisced recently about his younger days.




He said that he always liked gambling. He said that as soon
California
as he set foot in this—eountry he hegan to migrate seasonally
from ferm pofarm as a harvest helper in company of several
Japanese men., He reflected, "Of course, we plaved hgna al-
most &very night among ourselves. But that was not enough.
You kéep on playing one kind of game in the same company and
soon you crave for some diversion. One Saturday night some
¢ chop suey restaurant in a Jrpilh
of the boys took me to %Nﬁearbﬁ town . Ve ate a nice dinner

“and then they took me to the back of the restaurant. There,

¥
there were some Chinamen and Japanese pla&ng “%%eko" and

lottery tickets. They taught me how to play "shgeko"., It
wasn'!t difficult to learn. X1l you have to do is to place
your money on a certain number. The dealer counts the beans
and you know within a short time whether you win or lose. I
remember I won some money that night. And that was the begin-
ning. I got the habit of goling to these joints as soon as
I got the pay. Oh,yes, I moved from a farm to another, but
there was always at least one Emm Chinese gambling joint in
a town nearby.

"Remember," he continued, "that was back in 1900's. There

bu except hana gemes
was no Tokyo Club then. All the gambling was done in these

N
Chinese joints. I gave all my pay monedy to these Chinese; I
was young then and never thought of saving. I worked from
8 payday to’:?payday and then %68k took the pay=money &here
and splurgediaway. Don't think I was a special case; all the

wWare . i
other Japanese I knew wes doing the same. 'ie sure were swell

customers for those Chinese; they took away all the wages

from all of us Japanese. I don't know how many tens of thou-




send dollars the California Japanese were pouring into the

caches of the Chinese. Ve sure were suckers. Then a few
of JSan framcisco A

years after the Earthquake, some bright Jepanese saw e gold

mine in the business and opened a place in the Japanese town

of San Frencisco. I don't remember if they called it Tokyo
\W 2O

o
Club then or not; but anyway this %s the beginning of yTokyo

Club. It was patteﬁéd‘after those Chinese places; there you
could play "seeko", dice games, blackjack, poker, "gaham’or
lottery tickets. Yes, I patronized the place whenever I was
in Sen Francisco; and so did other Japanese. They began to
do:swell business. Soon the club sent its boys out to other
towns in Cglifornia where Jdpanese were congregated densely
and %E up similar joints. Ve went to these Japanese places now
instead of the Chinese J&igembling houses. You know, it is
always nicer to patronize® your own people Bathef than other
races. There were lots of Tokyo Clubs a}}l over California
one time, but some died out, because of poor business or the
oprosition from respectable Japanese of the c%%unities, while
others survived till today.' |

"Yeah,.the gambling got into my bone," he lamented, " Be-
cause of gembling I was never able to get married, although
I worked hard and earned lots of money. If I had saved those
money, I would be sitting pretty now with a nice wife and
family, -And-I-bet theve are "y meny-ether—Jdepsnose 1 Wm
wouldn't be going around from = farm to & farm from season to

another like this. And I bet there are many, meny other




Japanese who are in the same shoe."

"By the way, how about women?" he was asked.

"Women? I am too old and no good any more. Sure, when
I was younger, I wouldn't say I didn't visit prostitutes.
~ But there were very few Japanese Twomen' then. It had to
be with either Chinese or white prostitutes. Ho,ﬁggkyo Club
had nothing to do with 48 'women'. Those guys themselves
hed to visit those whites or Chinese. As I remember there
wepeoohlyotwo red light joints with Japanese wogin in Califor-

nia; and they were in San Francisco. These places were

privately ovnerated anqATokyo Club had no interest in them.

They are all gone now, though."

As the 0ld man bed narrated, it is most probably true
that the first Tokyo Club was established sometime around
1910 as an itation and a rival of Chinese gambling places.

Jadme 43
Their games were those found in the Chinese places and their
intention was to draw away the Japanese customers “&r from
no account of the history or the
the Chinese. However, it 1s unfortunate that thigs-esrmbt

acthvities &8 the Tokyo Club syndicate could
be suthentivated, &¥mece=the Tokyo. Glub syndles

since it was an ultra
secret organization and its members and emplovees

lipped, exsbrsioiy.

It was also true that all Tokyo Clubs set up in the
smaller California cities were operated by the menm who had
been sent out by the San Francisco house. These bpanches, so
to spesk, were controlled by the main office in San Franecisco.
until the control was transferred to Los Angeles;c A branch
house was evidently sending in at %ie reguler intervals the

net earnings to the main house after deducting its own operat-




ing expense. However, 1t was not until sometime in the
Uafly twenties when the main office moved to Los Angeles
that the syndicate was firmly imtrenched in the Japasnese
communlty and began to wield a great influence over the
Japgnese, its annual earning exceeding a million dollar mark.
Its existence was still shaky about the time of the World
War,as the old reminiscing Issel inferred. Many of the houses
opened by the syndicate met opposition from the Japanese
residents and some of them closed their doors after a short
unprofitable operation. Even in their golden days of the
twentles all the attempts of the Tokyo Club syndigate to
"muscle" into new and unexploited territories werérg;ccess—
ful, especially in the smaller towns, where the united front
of public condemnation and vigorous crusading by the leading
Japanese was too much for the organized gambling to survive.
The writer witnessed in one of these smaller towns a crusade
by the residents against the ancroach@mﬂt of such an organized
gambling into thelr community life when the syndicate had
opened a branch and began to draw crowd.

It was in Vacaville, California, in 1924, Vacaville,
as you know, 1s situated on the outer rim of the fertile
Sacramento Valley. It was a thriving town,being the center
of prosperous frult orchsrds, which were noted for producing

and shipping to the Eastern markets many varieties of fruit

he
at least one month ahead ofiorchards in other sections of

Californla; the early appearance of their produce in the




markets for the public hungry for novel and different fruits
commanded enviable price. And almost all of these favorably
endowed ranches were operated by the Japanese, who had settled
down in their respecfive places for many yesrs; thewtenancy
for was generally

with one contract usually 1astédﬁ\four or five years,andhrenewed
as long as they wished to stay. These Japanese farmers had
made money through the past profitable jyears and ¥ saved;
they were, therefore, steady, economically secure people who
seldom toiled themselves but merely directed others in their
chores on the farms.

Besides these middle e¢lass Japanese there were permanent
farm helpers who resided on the ranches with the operators
all year around, gz;;ggig drawing set monthly wages; and
these, too were steady and stable.bécsuse of permanency of
employment and regularity of Income.

As the harvest season approached, which would begin in

April end last until October, migratory Japanese laborers

flocked intg%%owm#rOm other sections of the state. The

season here provided them with abundant opportunities and
sttractive wages. As the season reached its peak 1in the
summer, the Japanese population in and earound the town in-
creased to about one thousand. And as it is always the case

whereever Japanese people congregate, there was a sizable

prospe%gusngoi88§ig? %ﬁef%eo%ﬁ:?bmggﬁgg §§§shops, restau-

ATLEZ
rants, pool halls, employment offices, and cheap imns  which

were supported by and catered more or less exclusivaly to

them.




One day in the spring of 1924 in this colony a gambling
house was found, where all the csundry - paraphernalia of
various ddvices of geambling had been pretentiously installed.
It was whispered among the townfolk that the place was fi-
nanced by the big Tokyo Club capital., Within a month Japanese,
young and old, were passing through 1ts door in droves. Soon
some ranchers began to grumbie about the house of gambling.
They complailned because their hired helpers falled to return
to the ranches for days and sometimes for a week, should
they hit the town on Saturday.nlght.when they had been paid for
the week. These laborers stayed in town to gamble in the
house as long as thelr money lasted. VWhen they had lost
every penny they had, they came back to work;and again they
were gone for days after they Qﬁzzxﬁﬁa some money. Other
ranchers complained more loudly because the harvest work
was impaired and was running short of help due to the uncalled-
for absence of lgborers.

Now, tha“leading“citizens, "vushi", of the colony took
up the chant, jolned enthusilastically by the Christian pastor
and the Buddhist priest. -"Something must be done, and done
quickly," they said. "Let's do something," others said.

This chorus of "Something must be done" and "Let's do something"
resulted in an emergency meeting of the Japanese Association,
a towmhaeting for the ranchers snd the townfolk in the town-

hall, There the leading citizens got up on the floor and
st PASS rongd
made p&o speeches $rBFeMwerie in the crowded hall.,

0~
( For some reason§ meetings of this sort always draﬁqbig

crowdy among the Japanese.) One yushi said, "The invasion




of organized gambling into our community perils our prosperous
industry. The peace-~disturbers are keeping our workers
away from the orchards. We had depended upon these men for
our harvesting,) but now with inread of the vice what is
going to become of our crop? Not only these innocent workers
are easy prey of the professionals and their future is des-
being destroyed, but our whole existence, life or death of all
of us, is challengdd and threatened. This situation is of
a great concern to us. The house of 111 fame must go and
go right away,"

"Look at those young men who are frequenting the place
of vice," shouted another, "They were the exempléry models
and the flower of our youngmesnhood., They wergzgilligent and
industrious. They_hégg;zean working hard and saving for the
happy day when hé“?éﬂig a wonderful girl as his proud bride
afd to make a blissful home with her. (How often has one

heard the ptea of model yogé%anhood?nﬂThis was certaily one

of the most populer themes or logic of the Issei in the past.)
Now, their future is destroyed; our happy dream and antici-
pation of their bright future have“been completsly shattered.
The gambling i1s contaminating the innocent anqhelicate minds
of the young Japanese. It 1s a deplorable condition. I am
fearful of the future of our race. Hee arganized gambling

o, na-only
must go. We must pu% stop to itzéta save those who had been

addicted but also those who are yet to come under the diabolic
influence. If our race in America is to survive and to per-

tuate our good name which we had established, we must close

the house."




After many speeches of similar themes were made by

others passionately and excitedly, someone asked, "What can

we do to stop 1it?"
Many suggestlions were offered. One was to contact the

men who were known to be gsmbling in the place and advise

carried a
them to stay away.--- 1t !U%Atone of "or else", meaning that
socially
those who refdsed to abide by the advice would bengstracized

and made unpleasant to stay in the town. A rancher offered

-

Opc /,\;-‘f: L rd7 or

another sugsestion; he wanted every peneher to make a pledge
with him to aggiéFhiaiggfgﬁ-those who were frequenting the
infeamous establishment. All present, however, agreed that
it Wa%lmpractical and impossible to close the house foreibly;
so 'these two methods of combatigé:-ii ;ocial ostracism and
boyecotting of the gamblers --- were adopted officiaily by
the townhall meeting.

At the close of the meeting which lasted mere than
three hours a resolution of condemning the organized gambling
and those who gamble was passed by the7t£fg;g in widd excibe-
ment and uproar.

actually

Whathpook place during the ensuing days was not revealed
to the writer, but men passing through the door of the housse
gradually decreased and ceased to be noticed eventually. Those
who had to gamble habitually did go into the place under the
cover of darkness, endeavoring not to be seen by any one; ' and

deca

even these hﬁk negligible 1n number as the time went on.

Soon afterward,the gambling house closed its door incons-

“o
picuously and the Japanese people returned #h the old routine

74ﬁ.§/n&/[ 7_5\/(@(
of playing hana gemes , in the backrooms of the shops, restau-

rants, and inns or in the workerd bargcks.




A similar incident of frustrating an attempt by the
Tokyo "Club interest to establish its branch was reported
by the secretary of a Japanese Associatlion. Let ud have his

"It was about six months after I got out of Universlty
of Southern California," he commenced,"I got an offer from
the yushi in the Gerdena Valley ' for the job as the secretary
of the Japanese Aesociation in that section. It sounds
good when I say the executive squpetary, but that was the
only employee they had. Their office was locaf®ed in an
old, shabby two by four house. But I took the job, because
I couldn't find anything @lse to do and it pgid peetty well
--- one hundred dollars a month with roons and utilities ---
that wasn't bad at all --- I was engaged to a girl and had

with my bag and all

to save as much end as quickly as possible. I moveqﬁ;nto
my residence, which was composed of two rooms, bath and
kicthen in the back of the office. ﬁggt was back in February
of 1928.

"As soon as I had settled in my swivel chplir, I had

a1
many membersﬁthe Association coming into the office with

sundry.businees every day. After all, the Assoclation had
three
the membership of about % = hundred Japanese famillies; that

meant sbout two 2 thousand Japanese, male and fem=le, young
next to :

and old. It wagAthe largest of its kind in Southern Californisg,

the largest being the one in Los Ang?éjs. These members were
mostly truck gardeners and "haul men". Anyway, this is

where I began to work.

"Wery soon afterward) tgggg;}sseihiaaggéﬂmﬂﬁ -;

i
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he continued, "these Issei farmers were coming to see me
sbout a gambling joint down the street. They compXfained
that lots of Japanese were gambling there every night. Some
of them stayed there so late bhet—se=3ebe that they couldn't
work énAfield5the next day. Q'And mind you, these men are
the fathers of many children,' they said. It seemed that
the wives of these frequenters of the gambling house were
worried about their play- loving hgpsbands, vet they wené-

Fo do dnyt .;f«w%u 1%¢n~an¢bQth¢.
powerless before them nstead, these women went to their
neighbors and sodght sympathy £6r their grievance. Well,as you know
Japanese farmers are altrulstic and?hélpfuiwégzg“%%hers are
in trouble, often to the point of being 'busybodies'. They would
say, ' I will tell the Japanese Assagciation to do something
about it. W;zgﬁthey doing anyway? Are they asleep?!

"Other complainants haarggafish motives. They saild that
some of the 'haul men' with whom their garden products mere
entrusted for consignment marketing were parking their loaded
trucks and were gambling in there beyond the opening hour
of the wholesale market, thereby missing the early market
hours during which produce would usually sell for higher
price. They would also say that it is very easy to cheat
the sale price and the welght of the consigned goods, because
no one could check up on their trsnsactions. Well, their

\
erguments is that when there a;% greater temptation to chesat,

eapecially if they had lost 1ln games, thBZF are more likely

Ly
to chest. My argument to that would be that if that wee the

case why don't they tell these 'haul men' face to face them-

selves; or why can't they change the 'haul man' and consign




their produce to some one else. They either haven't got

'guts! or don't want to saﬁﬁ?nything unpleasant or offensive
i é Z

themselves and want someone,to say it for them. I know

they are sly and shovinglﬁbuck; but being thghsecretary I

Cowlde’ f'
eenlt tell them so.

w
"I remember a couple of old menﬁé%me to my office and

said that their sons-esme gambling there habitually but they
could not do anything to stop it. SBould ﬁéy chide thelfsons
they would revolt and big femily Squables would follow. So

these 0ld men wanted me to do something about it. Their
WO :}{¢d &
tﬁkiﬂég

primary was that these grown up sons were

income
the men®y from their prdducg’for which every member of their

fomilies had toih%énd were squandering it away. But they

would say,'the presence of gembling plece in the community
is unhealthj for the young mind.!

"You lmow how they get excited quickly, " the secretary
continued on, " and how they get heated over such armoral
issue. They were clamoring for action, but they all wanted
me to do something about it and néne of them wanted to
take the 1eadership. I was new in the job and was anxious
to satisfy the members; I didn't want them to eriticize be-
hind my back, 'The new secretary we got is imcompetent and
lazy.' So I called an officers' meetingoone evening and

Zt' +he Hssocration dbou]
consulted the big s ots,what procedure was to be taken. Yes,
they readily agreed that the joint must be driven out of

the town'for the sake of the younger generation'. To them

their hana playing in the presence of thelr sons and daughters
are all right but not the place with permanent gambling




facilities. I was ordered to call a mass meeting of all the
members,iwhich mean"é“i:affi;?; all the heads of the Japanese
families in the valley. When these people assembled in

rc—fqu,
our Japanese language q@ool hall, we presented the &stails
of situstion, which they had already been aware --- 8tories
travel mouths to mouths awfully qulek among the Japanese in
& hush - hush manner. There were meny speecches made in that
meeting; you know how they do it --- speeches of flowery
words, of the importance of maintaining the moral standard,
on- the virtuous mission of the older people to guide the
young generastion, and so on. To you snd me these speeches
would sound spuridus and superficial or make an impression
as if they were talking just f;;::;atory‘s sake. Vhen 1t
reached to the point of determi&% the definite steps to be
taken to curb out the organized gambling, they were stuck.

afteradef indecisive discussio

They couldn't suggest any concrgte suggestion. rlnallxﬁthey
selected a committee and asked them to take action.

T?he committee met the next day in my office and again
couldrni't decide what to do and told me to figure out a
solution. Yes, they too passed the buck. Well, I had to
make good. I contacted a few husky Judo men of the valley
and obtained their supprort for the crusade. With these
physical marvels I called on the boss bf the gambling house
and argued with him why his place should be closed. He half -

heartedly consented that he would not do anything to encourage

resirdas
people to come into his place, although he would ndt skew them

from doing so. He had been living in the town for some itme,
although he had some connection with the Tokyo Club syndicate.




He said that he liked the community and wanted to live there.

He did not want to Ydefy the g%ong public opinionlsor did

gg%—wish his family to be looked upon by tke other Japanese

askane. Our work was half done; something we had been thinking
almost impossible was accomplished. So from that night our

vigillantly
gang stoodngbout fifty feet away from the entrance of the

place and stopped every one coming to%%d it. We told him

that we were there to curb gembling and advised him to stay
awey; some heeged while others zgzzksd around the house and
and sneaked in from the back door. l'ie kept on with this
for several nights. Meanwhile the news of the vigiliantes
spread sround in the community and the people began to rally
around. We were encouraged by the publie support because we
had been afraid how the syndicate men would teke our action
end feerful of their reprisal; now we were confident that
we were safe.

"Well, we were successful in stamping out the keuse—
orgenized gambling from our town," he boasted. "The boss

thereafter,

of the house confined his activities,to th& promoting of
shows and running of a restaurant. He is stl1ll living in the
tbvn, but I don't think he will try to ru;Agambling place
anymore, knowing that he will meet o stern OPPOSition@ﬁur‘ﬁéCWWm#ﬁ?
Anyway, I certainly had guts to buck against the rackeieers,

but those were my younger days and I was new iIn this job.

I would n'f dare 7 do 4 7‘4:‘? LKe #5867 new. ”




Jour

These cases which have been cited are two of mall-ﬂm
instances in which the Tokyo Club syndicate failed in theilr
attempt to extend their control over a new territorﬁbecause
of public opposition. It was, however, more usual for them
to succeed rather than fail wherever they had wished to es—
¢%§g§;;h their interest; and once they had established it was
practically impossible to curb them out.

In the#® golden days of the twenties they held the mono-
poly of gambling among the Japsanese and their far flung net-
work was intrenched firmly in many cities and towns. The
main office was located o

in Los Angeles and the branches were found in

San Francisco, San Jose, Sacramento, Stockton, Lodi, Fresno,

Watsonvilng Salinas, Martinez, and Walnut Grove in the northern
; :

part of California an%:g;n Diego, El Centro, and Bakersfield

in the southern part. Those in Portland, Seattle, and Salt
Lake City emjeyed more autonomous priviledges and more loosely
connected with the Cglifornls chain.
situated

11;Eokyo Club of Los Angekes was T®o®®&d on Jackson Street
at the foot of Cemtral Avenue in ILittle Tokyo, occupying s
three-story building. The place of businesgj:ﬁocated on the
third fdoor of the building, ghree flights of narrow steps
leading up directly from the street to the entrance. At
this entrance, there was s heavy, thick, impressive door, on
which a small opening with iys own sm1l door was found. Through
this peep hole, a man looked searchingly from the other side
as a customer came up the stairs., If the oncoming man was

a Japanese hEx@kdxmsix the wabcher opened the heavy door




without a moment's hesitation. Through this door, one went
through another door and then into a large smoke-filled,
electric-1it hall, where Japanese of every walk of life

were found busily absorbed in many kinds of'game ---faro,
“sheeko", blackjack, dice throwing, pokar,'éahamf and lottery,
each of these games octupy ingﬂneatly arranged area in the hall
respectively. It was known that the place opened for its
daily.business at two in the afternoon and closed sometime
sround one, and that about eight o'clock in-the-everimg=or
orrthereafter every night tfiﬁg{hall V;i-‘ﬁabout seventy-Tive
feet by one hundred feet floor space was filled with game
participants and spectators, numbering a%iiig hundred or

so, not including about thirty employees. At one corner

of the hall there was a wire cage like the one seen in a

bank, behind which a few men stood. One of these men was

a chief cashier, an important man pleced high up in the

hierarchy of,syndicate, and he took charge of the huge,

massive safe behind tne counter, which was reputed to con-

tain"Eﬁnsfﬁﬁtéyzbaz cash of at least seventy-five thousand
one the
dollars constantly. On  side of Ahall there was a dining
room and an adjoing kitchen, and there "shacko-tai or
fﬁ@ﬁ?ﬁ&uﬁanqyttogehher with
bums, were regularly fed b@aﬁieﬁ\the employees and bona-filde

customers.free of charge. Amid the crowf several tall men of

muscular physique were meving about; they were the 'bouncers!?!

of the house, entrusted with the dubty of malntaining e
peace and order or of bo%éing obnoxious or disturbing clients

out. Once in awhlle these men,itdoc, relieved the dealers

and the bankers and took charge of the tables. Although




hﬂf

the exact figure was,revealed, 1t was sald by the people in
worth

the know that five thousand Hollars;of *business" was transacted

there daily. From thlis information 1t was easily conceivable

that their profit was enormous and lucrative.

L
The second floor of the concrete bu%@ing owned by Tokyo

Club was fitted as an auditorium, with a stage and axnd e 4 hall
wiAhtseating capacity of about eight hundred. This was cailed_
Yamato Hall, which was operated by "Beikoku Kogyo Kaisha', or
the Ameritan Entegginment Company, a subsidiary of.the chain.
Stage shows were lmported by themhﬁﬁ€¢;ere staged there, sfd
or shows of local talents were put on. The auditorium was Aéb
oftenuused for "minshu talkai", or mass meéting, for the Japanese
people of Los Angeles:;in order to fan public agitation for
Frequently, especislly :
this or that purpose. #In the late thirties,testhErnarl
hundreds of Japanese not only from the city proper but also
from the towns all over in Southern California assembled
for "koen-kai', or lecture meeting, given by,'meishi”, or
dnoted personage, who was passing through the city from or to
Japan. The 1eéturqrs included the front-page names—statesmen,
members of the diet, newspapermen, and marmy and navy officers
of Japan. Sam655§:££€;££%;hxmssﬁét$ As the cloud of crisis
between America and Japan darkened, the interest of Japanese
was intensified in what these men in the lmow would have to
say. Some of the bilg names attracted suech a tremendous
crowd overflowing Into the street, for whom a public adress

system had to be installed from the stage. It was in these

speeches that the Issel were told that 2¥e war was certain




they should

to come and be reconciled to the eventuality. One of the

| speakers said once, “Iﬂ;ﬁhaewanlcomes, which i1s only a question
of time, don't expect the Japanese government to do anything
for you. It is going to come very suddenly. %You are not

m
“immgg" or immigrants, but "kimin", or forsaken subjects.

the 0n dnather 0ccdsion

A naval officer assured throng‘ "Japan is invincible. We have
prepered. We are ready." Another commender boasted, "We
have been balked and humiliated by America for many years.
When the time comes, we will crush America. We will atf,?:k‘
them; we will bomb them." One army captain was reported
to have said that Japan would attack Hawaii;"she would
capture the Philippines and Singapore."

The contents of the speeches were dlscussed and re-

in whisperd

discusseq\in.the Japanese shops and farms; they reverberated
days and weeks from the platform of Yemato Hall into the
Japanese community.. The wernings and assurances pointed
the way for the Issei in the event of war. The student of
the Japanese, especially for the period after the outbreak
of the war, cannotmingge the important role played by the
lectures in Yamato Hall, the second floor of the Tokyo Club
building. Many beliefsrané-convictions, and rumors of
the Isset affer W Pearl Harbor had their origin in these
"fight talks"

The sreet fléor was leased by the Japanese language

newspaper, Refu Kizhibei, or the Los Angeles Japanosg Ameri-

can Daily Nows, uﬂ%il it failled in 1931 when the publishers had

{ 1ncurred the wrath of ‘the public\and thier paper was boycotted
A




The tenant of the second floor, Kogyo Kaisha, aside
from operating Yemato Hall, was the owner of Fuji Kan, the
only Japanese theater in the United States which waw showing
#e® Jopan-made films daily. The theatsr was located in the

on Eust First Sheet
heart of Little Tokyo,and & bright spot of of the Japanese
Although +he @xcessivg
"Great Whiteway". A admission"of seventy-five cents was
charged, old Issel men and women flocked to the theater as

they craved for thete—own—formegf amusement and entertainment
very
of their own culture, which Wasklimited,if not deniled, to

them. On Saturdays and Sundays the movié house drew crowds

from far and wide and:%as not unusué#f%o hang "Standing Room

Onlﬁ“, or "Oiri Manin", signs.

Kogyo Kaisha, in addition to the successful and exe-
lusive operation of the theater, imported‘the films made in
Japan. Some of these films were directly brought from Japan,
but more likely most of them were obtained from the Japanese
theater chain in Hawaii after they were shown to the 1sland
Japanese, as some critical Japanese used to remark, "Those
are discarded obsolete films which were picked up in Hawaii
almost for nothiyg" Although these plctures might have been

intrinsically
obsolete and cheagg they were just the same movel and enter-
taining to the Japanese in California. After the first show-
ing at Fujl Kan, they were taken around fog?ﬁrcnight satnd"
throughout smaller towns in California, these showsavimg
the 1océ1 Tokyo Clubs promoting and sponsoring these shows.
And these shows were’;i;;;gégrofitable both to she promoters

and the film owners.




The street floor was leased by the Japanese language
newspaper, Rafu Nichibel, or the Los Angeles Japanese Ameri-
can Daily News, until it failed in 1931 when the publishers
Led incurred the wrath of %ﬂ&béublic and thelr paper was
boycotted due to the mishandling of tﬁg labor dispute with
the employees. Even duringlgzgnheydays, the newspaper had
difficulty in operating itself profitably, as true with any
other vern,cular paparg:%ecausa the fixed expense is enor-
mously high in comparison with the limited possibility in
volume for subscribers. It wasgh common knowledge that
the Japanese newspaper game was not for money making, but
for'"social prestige", that is to say, the newspapermen were
looked upon with.respect and could wield a great deal of in-
fluence over the community. The Rafu Nichibel, too, had
more than its share of financial difficulty and was known
that their rent was in arreax for meny months. This, in turn,

obligatory
created a specialﬂrelation between the tenant and the lessor
making the paper constantlﬂhonsidarate of the whim of the
gambling intérest. It was careful not to offend them, al-
though they might not publicly endorse their activities.
However, whenever the syndicate or its subsidiary was pro-
moting some "leglitimate" undertaking, the paper gave sm ample
space for its publicity.

After the failure of th%g ggggﬁ,lgggther Japanese news-

paper, San Gyo Nippo

ffev2s commenced its publication on the ground floor of the

M
building and met the same fate of e predecessor.




Speaking of vernacular newspapers it is important to
add that one of the two others in Los Angeles was published
by a popular "pro-axis" man, Sei Fujii, who for many years
had been the legal counselor fyd the chain, while the other
of the two was operated by a man who had intimate social and
business connections with the officials of the g-mbling
hierarchy. One could say, therefore, that the papers did
not dare to provoke their wrath and tacitly condoned the ex-
istence of the orgenized gambling for expedlency.

Returningxkaxkhrxsnjjjant

HEXHNENXEXIxinexkREimx
"Wasn't there any other group which might impede and

oppose the work of the syndicate?" one would ask. The ans-
wer to this question is "no". The Japanese religlous groups
were careful
4@ not mention the name of this organization whenever they
preached the evil of gambling. They were willing to condemn
to a¥bmek c/fe
the gambling in general as a prineciple, but were afraidhjhe
specific instances of abuses of powerful Tokyo Club. There
were good reasons: first of all it must be stated that the
leaders of the hierarchy were more than willing to donate
8 considerable sum of money for charities and good causes
freely and lavishly. It would not be an exaggeration to say

that every church or temple of Los Angeles at one time or

another received financial aid from these underground men,

Wds
although nié&ther side of the transactions were anxious to

divulge the names of donors and the amounts. Some churches

and temples had to rely on the shady donations in order to

g erer?f-o., oFf &

complete thelr new building projects; an new church

underTaken

or temple bhulding ygg one after another in the




the
twenties as if it were only right thing for them to do. To

them the "bossels" were the ace in hole in pinches, because

easily"”""”‘\w
they could get moneyYwithout any resultant unfavorable pub-

licity.
Secondly, it was very difficult to create publlc senti-

ment againsﬁJTokyo Club by any group, religious or politicel,

on account of 7 —

1. the=geographical distribution of population. The
1

residences of the Japanese were scattered all over the
unrestricted zones of Los Angeles, the Boyle Heights, "Virgll
Street", "Hollywood", "Central Avenue'", "Tenth Street”,

the Lincoln Height, "Seinaniku", Sawtelle, etc. Without

the ald of newspaper$it was impossible to create and unite
J#e public opinion.

2. the new steady influx of Japanese into the city.
There was a great inflow of &se Japanese from other parts ﬁﬁ
the United States since 1920, especially from Scattle and
San Francisco, attracted by the purportedly abundant eco-
nomic opportunities. The community as-a whole assumed the
metropolitan attitude of laissez faire and "mind my own
business" and did not have the meddlesome. “we must do some-
thing for our neighbor" attitude of small towns, where every
one knew what every one else was doihg.

Se People cam%?toj%;kyo Club to gamble from a wide area;
from Bakersfield and Senta Barbaras in the north to San Diegoévﬁcuﬂ4.

Thirdly, the leading business men of Little Tokyo had

some business connections either directly or indirectly with

the c¢lub itself or the club members. And these menyﬂggpthe




political leaders of the Japaznese colony, occupying the
official positions of the Japanese Association of Los Angeles.
For instance, Sej Fujii, the legal couselor and newspaper
publisher, was one time the president of the Association

p :
for some years. A recent president also was closely connected

/s s wbsidrary
with the chain and took over,the amusement company,when it
was in a legal difficulty in 1939. It was no wonder that
the political organization was 1lnactive in gambling crusad-
ing.
instances @f
Lastly,Aintimidations and physical violenced wesse—wiai by
the "strong men" oﬂj@okyo Club were whispered among the
. away

Japanese. These were enough to frighten,the Japanese # from
risking their own selves in a crusade, which might bring on

reprisals. These will be discussed more in detail later.

Because of these factors,ﬁ%bkyo Club in Los Angeles

had a2 clear field to prosperity without meeting any serious

opposition for their existence from the community.

From the police, too,f@gkyo Club was free of interference,
due to the corruption of public officials. They were buying

&
the "protection" from the police through well worked-out

bribery systemifthe~amUunt—beéng—uaniaasly’faﬁgg%éﬁﬁfa—be It
(=

was more likely to be correct,talthough variously rumored, theb

to conjecture :
the amount of bribery to be around two thousand dollars s

mpnth. With such an unauthorized ﬁérmission from the vice
' During the

squad, the gambling place was free from raids. Hrwes—5rue
Mayor

taxtsuccessive administrations of Mayor Porter and,Shaw, the
4¢ intricy@e understanding

police and the underworld were partners in ssxundsrEazkIRngxx

so that the Japanese gambling organization had no fear whatsoever




of arrests and penal punishments. It was true that during
a w.y'lb
those years bhcns-ﬁl!BAfew raids on the establishmentqmade,
.4 :
but they were o€4make believe nature. The wice aquad, it
wos said, tipped off the house in advance of such aa raid,
and when they did actually break into the place, only a
present
score of men wereAFn the hall, the gambling parapljernalia
having been hidden away.‘ Even though these men were t&k&néﬁﬂgéf'

baforg
5 the court after their nominal arrest, they were charged

with wielebiome? minor offence and were freed on small fines.
Aside froﬁ paetdoiee police "protection", they were doubly
cautious in posting a lookout station in the guise of,laa‘igar
stand: 8t the street corner several doors away from the
building. Its purpbse was to signal emergencles such as a
raid by some polide squad other than that of H=e poiicemen

in the ring.

THus the force of legal and soclal sanctions falled

wit@f%;kyo Club i#A Los Angeles; there was nothing in their
o‘ﬁ'ucr

wey to pz=ewent them from reapinéﬁénormous profit. Then the

question is§y How did they make money? Whaz’difference was
there comparad'with a gambling place of the=s Caucasian comu-

nity? THEXEAREENK] A3 B ;x~;??1s it aes mentioned in thils

Pravious
reporgg various games were operated on the third floor of

the Tokyo Club building. Of these blackjack, dice throwing,
poker, and faro were the same as those found at €awvcasian
establishments, while "sheeko", "gaham", and lottery were JSe¢~
commem in Chinese places. The characteristic difference with

the Japanese organization, however, was the extensiveness of

lottery ticket sale
outside of the premise. A men who was




taking charge o6f the lottery department reported that more
than four fifths of the total ticket sale were brought in
from streets by their“salesmenﬁ There were usually about
five of'them, all being Issel beyond fifty yeaﬁs of age,

each having his own territory. Thr;é:zg:e assigned to the
Little Tokyo district. They started their rounds every morn-
ing about ten o'clock, calling on regular customers in the
business town. They also had their "agencies” established in
the backrooms of e restaurants and:gzda fountains:and
called on them at bti$e regular intervals'on a preafranged

time table; the prospective customers had a choice of either
walting for the "salesman" or of leaving thelr marked tickets
and the money with the premise. Two other salesmen took care
of the wholesale produce districts and the wholesale flower

1gg;y marke?s
market earlier in the morning while were open for business.

These men reported back tqj%;kyo Club at half past one in

the afternoon and deposited the tickets with the lottery manager
and the cash to the cashier.

At two ©'clock sharp the dfawing was made and the result
was known half an hour later. The "salesmen" again walked
into the streets Qith the result sheets and the prizes, if any,
and went over_éhe same route which he had visited earlier in
the day, giving out the result sheet to each custbmer and
ench ‘agency. In this manner, the interested parties could
find out how they lost (most likely than winning) bheir
money. The post mortem discussions were lively among these
habitues; theirrtypical expression was, " I could have guessed

that the merks would come out this way. Shucks, I mlissed

a chance of meaking three hundred dollars."




The "sglesmen" again early in the evening resumed the
same rbutine for the eight o'clock drawing, and returned to
the streets by nine o'clock. !

y for these loffary Freket sellers?

What wess then, tkeir compensationy They charged five
onedbdollar - and a five -
centﬁﬂfrom the purchaser A percent Eommission from the house.

For an ace salesman in the golden era it was not difficult

to sell three hundred dollsrs' worth of lottery ticlets.in a day,

which meant that his profit was at least fhirty dellars fom

the day. Im'dddftton to these Sources of incdome, they re-

ceived bonus from the winners; it was a gambler's ethic to

dxpress his appreciation for selling hig?; lucky ticket b
the seller

givingha cut of five to ten percent of the winping.

This custom might have somé connection with their oft ex-

pressed statement, " I am lucky if I buy the ticket from so-

and-so," or with a superstition that to be generous after

a winning is to preserve thdfgood luck. At any Fate, the

e

one who faileqto show "appreciation" was 1ookedAaskaﬁ% and

other N ledper forhe
JAles™

regarded as a "cheap bum". On the expeamse slde of the
there were only those expenses pald for gifts such as sacks
of rice, kegs of soysauce, boxes of noodles, etc., which were
sent at frequent intervals to the "agents". Therefore, one
could conceive that wigf lottery ticket selling among the
Los Angeles Japanese was a very lucrative business,

Consegu gty
the seller several hundred dollars a month., ,ft'resulted in
* a keen competition to obtain the franchise from the gambling

pu?‘.'uj of

organization, although,a cash bond imxkhauzamdsxmfxAmtiawx

was required and the right eommanded a high value of royalty.

TE L CRASWRXESXEHEHEL Xm The writer knew two such lottery




men who returned to J

apan with si,able sums of money after
a few years in the business --- one of them, according to Hse
runors, with fifty thousand dollars.

"How does a lottery ticket look?" and ”bﬁat do you do
with 1t?" are the next questions to be taken up., A lottery

ticket was about five inches by six inches in size and was

made of cheap pulp paper, on the top of which the name of'ﬂ'—'—

b
"company", or brand, appeared. :\Tokyo Club of Los Angeles

operated four brands, namely, Tokyo, Yokohama, Kobe, and

Kyoto. In other words, they had four separate lottery drawings
eh

successively according to the brand at %ne drawing time. The

Wi
purposes of havigg the four diffépent brands was to give a

+0
wider choice to the buyer in selecting his ticket and

more varied results of drawings te—F¥m in order to increase

oﬂtff
8 greedy appetite for gambling. It was a well concelved

idea oA the part of the gambling syndicate, because it could|

ne# only increase the business volume but also could
give uhfonfiunabe lottery players an outlet of consolation

and self-pity that it was not his c}ﬁ.ce of ideographs to be

merked which were at fault.but his selection of brand or
- "God damn it!
"company". One could often hear, "\I should have bought

Tokyo 1nstead of Kobe. XI{HINEEIXHEITX Look! I missed a
Hs +he rasall
chance for fifty-five dollars." Jt was common for Hksh

S u[ﬁnuut[r P or mora
to buy bwe=e=—mewme tickets of ,different brandto "safeguard

t
their hunches", especially when 1;&2 had "lucky dreams"
Under the name of brand, eighty Chinese ideographs
were printed as shown in the following diagram, each brand

printed with ink of different colorsy specifically, Tokyo in

black, Yokohama in red, Kyoto in purple, and Kobe in green.
Edch 'ﬁhfcf aAlso carried 4 ;ﬁ\fp..¢n7", “Tan ThouSand lolldrs L
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A player pecelved a sheet of ,lottery ticket from the
7" and ink

N'"salesman" and with a calligraphic brush he blotted black
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f¢din his presence and handed the copy to the bmyer, while

miTFememe wagered on
retaining the original. The price petd—for each ticket was

pxandxfivexgsmks any multiple sumcof thirty-five cents,

basn
the minimumﬂégt at one dollar and five cents$ then, one dollar

g2v2 ~at

u//
'2-{_’74

Ap wowe Duoiw oDSyan

/"“'Pz

and forty cents, one dollar and ssventy-five cents, and so

on without any limit. To the Japanese a wagering of three

gors’
“p A /o 0

dollars and half was not at all surprisihg, although one -
sold " P
dollar-and-five-cent tickets weréhmost é%ﬁg$£?“ As the player

_y?n7 ay ;{_

P f‘l-l.”

bet more money, he could win more; the rate of return wad

T20po P
A

calculated so much for each thirty-five cents.

The result was determined by drawings twice a day, as

My,(_v ,’ " i ,47)3:07 zy 2“.4;4 A ~DAD Dier

\-._:/'Dy" P 2; Vol 07.1‘ SD 7&:7./ 1:7 o

s Y. 2N
g

already mentioned. At each drawing time, four separatd drawings

were made, one for eadh brand. This was the way ;g%h drawing
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dong

was mede: there were eighty squere sheets of paper, on eash of
one character.of the elghty pppearing on the lottery ticket
were
was printed, and,placed in a container after they werebcare-
fully folded. Out of this container a man picked out twenty
+l:a7‘ 75, he r'«:.fcl
pieces,repraesﬂ%é‘% twenty different ideographs. These drawn

ideographs were, then, transcribed on lottery sheets by per-

[ s 0thar werds, .
forating; that—ts, the Chinese charactersuwhich represented

those drawn out of the container were punched out of the
sheets. These were called "de gaml" or result sheets.

In order to explain how the wagers were rewarded, let
us assume that you hold a ticket and-peid.one:dollar and
five cents for 1t. 7You take out the copy of your marking
and compare 1t with the result sheet. In case you find
any four of your nine‘marké'correspond with fourcof those
twenty characters punched out of the result sheet, you are
paid forty five cents, If five, six dollars and fifteen cents;
if six, fifty-five dollars and some odd cents; if seven,
three hundred and forty-five dollars; if eight, one thousand
and some dollars; if nine, the limit of ten thousand dollars.
(The lesb two figures need to be varified) However, you need
not worry about how to get your winning money if you have
hit better than six marks", because .the lottery ticket man
will most probablelooking around the town for you so that
he will be given:ﬁcut" and will sel® try to make you buy more
tickets.

What were the chances_of winning? One or two efzfmples

will suffice to exp%in that the chances were slim and the
lottery ticket was gil one sided business, all in favor of




the hbuse. One Issei said, "I have been @pfing a one-dollar
tlcket every day fofﬁfﬁst two years, but so far I got back
fifty-five dollers twice and six dollars not more than ten
times. Ypu would ask why I buy them then,if I knew I would
lose the money. Well, it's a habit. Every time I see a
lottery man, I feel positive that T will hit it this time.

T oM ‘
I fg;iﬁyrge from inside of me that I have a good hunch. This

is more so when I dream. I follow up the dream for many days
bty fAve o, and
thinking ®"perhaps!. Yeah, when I‘changa!the marking, the
marks come out. You often hear people say, ' So and so got
one thousand dollars' of ' He's gotten six spots'. Yeah, but,
Lo
you should ask those guys how much they have sa$§; so far.

Now, ask I
Fren’ you would amy why,don't 3 quit. It got into my blood

and it's no use to tell meS 7 yw'%. 7

Another man said, " Liquit the lottery. I don't know
how much money I have spent, I bet it's more than five
hundred dollars. And only thing I got out of 1t was one
fifty-five-dollar win and several‘gz;;:gg;é:fn You bet, it
was hard to quit. Now I é;{ them only when I had good
dreams." It 1s interesting to note that although he claimed
that he had gotten rid of the habit, he was sti}l buying
tickets occasionally when he had hunches fromnihé dreams.
The tie-up of dreams and the lottery ticket buying was a
significant factor for the popularity of lottery among the
Japanese. A great many Japanese held the belief that dreams

are never-to-be-missed guidance in the lottery bticket marking.

Common were these expressions such as "I must buy a lottery

ticket today, because I dreamt of snakes last night." and




"I had a dream last night. I am golng to Los Angeles to buy
a ticket." To these men it was no hindrance to travel,say,
twenty miles from Terminal Island to Los Angeles.

-

About 1933 Tolyo Olub instituted another geme, on the

A
same order of lottery, to appeal to the greed of‘general
public. This was celled ' Tomikuji, or Lucky Lot, worklng
on the same principle of "Bank Night". They sold apartis-
tically designed card, each bearing a number, for one dollear.
The card buyer was registered and his name was recorded with
the syndicate. On this card the rules were printed together
with the date of drawing -- twice a year, one in the spring
and the other in the fall. The highest prize was cash of
ten thousand dollsrs; the second was two thousend dollars,
approximately
and so forth down to five-dollar prizes. There werehfwo
hundred prizes in all.

As usual agencies were eatablished and salesmen were

sent out all over Souther Ualifornia. And the success of;KL

"gsales" campaign was phenomenal due to the novelty of!éame
the then Pl A
andheconumic unrest ef ﬁ%e Japanese., The people reported

and believed that for the first Tomikuji the syndicate sold
at least fifty thousand tickets before the lot drawing n 7/me
Nogempss—sttimt Fess and their net earning was calculated
to be around fifteen to twenty thousand dollars.

One day in November of that year the drawing of the
first Tomikuji was held pretentiously in Yamato Hall before
the general public which filled the hall to e capacity.

d e,

small number-containing cepmules. After the container m=ae

On the stage there was & huge glass container which hgld




ézzz;ed and rotated, & kimono clad girl took out the capsules

one by one and handed them over to the judges, who were the
representatives from the local vernacular newspapers. The
Judges then opened the capsules and announced the numbers
contained in them amld cheersand groansezi the crowd. Within
a few hous after the final number wzi‘dra;n from the container,
the prize-winning numbers were printed and dispatched through-
out the territory. The Japanese newspapers of that evening Alse
carrled large sdvertisements by the syndicate informing the
readers that the lot had been drawn and the reports 33§£§§;E§§
the winning numbers were being distributed; in this connection
nednde :
it should be noted that they iizzi?i}y évoided toaggiaﬁgthe
numbers in the advertisements wirizh was a fragrent violation
of the postal regulation, although they dared to print that
the lot drawing had been made. |
The second Tomikujli csrds were sold again in the next
spring for the drawing in May of 1934. And there were a
few more drawings in ¥m® subsequent seasons. As the Tomikuji
sale was repeated; the interest of the public Im—=+t gradually
waned; the decreased public interest resulted towmrd the
end in failure to pay the advertised prize of ten thousand
dollars. The first prize at one time was a little over eight
thousand dollars and that at anllih%igg;e was something like
six thousand dollars. Meanwhile, there were several instances
that the Tomikuji salesmen were arrested, mostly in the
outlying towns, whille selling the cards. There was one arrest

which the writer witnessed in Long Beach in 19358.---- a men

who had come all the way from Los Angeles was selling the




tickets to the Japanese vperators of the stalls in the Muni-

cipal Merket. He was apprehended by a detective in the act ofxtd'g

Bfferwards,
and was taken to the city Jail. It was said afberwswrds that

and +he el
the man was fined heavily in tee court _micd was paid by

the Tokyo Club interest.
‘\M i-l)M-l
Although the exact reason #Wes never,revealed , the sale

bﬂ‘frc{y
of Tomikuji was suspendedAin 1936 never to be revived. There

were many conjectures by.the public as to the discontinuance of

the lot drawing. Although there were "tall" stories ciff:ulated

in the cmmmunity,‘any one of thekﬁ&iowing axplanations or
a combination of them éﬁ%ﬁ’more plausible and nearer to the
truth:-

3 Deciine of hims public interest in Tomikuji; hencs,
decrease in the sales volum

Congs ) i

2. Although they wereAfreaﬁfrom-iha police interferrence
in the city of Los Angelqs, they experienced a great deal of
difficulty with the law enforcement agencies of other towns.
This was understandable because there were no "agreements"
between the syndicate and the law officers of #® other towns.
As the sales dropped in the city proper, they had to depend
more and more upon the”clients"in the outlying districts, which
eventually extended as far north as Fresno and Sacramento.

3+ Fear of ' complication with #me postal regulatlions.

4, The enormous overhead --- the prize cashes, the com-

‘missions to the salesmen, etc --- was too great in proportion
to the net return to the house. They=were operating more

profiteble games.
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Indes d?\fokyo Club of Lo;ﬁﬂngeles built a tremsndous
business in a score of years; retrospectimsdy, however,
its history reveals more than its share of struggles to
sustaig the gigantic business in full awing and to preserve

and enbertainments

the monopoly of gambling in the Japanese community. S8
oout 1920 the chain was still in a disorgani%ed stage;
its headquarters had just mowed from 8an Froncisco to Los
Angeles, whence the center of the Japanese popﬁlation was

shifting and where the business was increasing at a surprising

rete. With this move ome Itani was chosen as the president

o
of yTokyo Club of Los Angeles and with it carried the title of#wpw&#

of the entire Tokyo Club syndicate, all inclusive of Belkolku
Kogyo Kaisha and the Tokyo Clubs scattered all over the west
coast. Befitting the great responsibility and the broad .
scopgdgghgbéiiﬁglthe duty required, this man was of an
exceptional executive ability with forcefulness and resource-
fulness. As soon as he assumed the office he began the work
of consolidating andiunifying in one central organization

in Los Angeles a2s the cog and the absolute authority all its
holdings and subsidiaries, which had been eperated independ-
entlgfﬁgz loosely coordinated. He instituted the system of
sendingcout from de headquartersa supervisor and amauditor
periodically to examine the business activities and records
of each branch. He exercised the appointive power vested

in him to the full extent, recalling inefficient or corrupt
branch employees and xnppiﬁmankix substituting them with

mme® men of better ability who had been trained at the head




office. In cases of insuborflination and discbedience he was

o
severe in meting out,penalty; he sent out his gang of power-

ful burly men to take care of these rebels in the Chicago
de c,}’(/'ﬂdr-r 24 Sure
gangland manner. In most cases the_-senbenmee stopped at just
ware

beating, although some of themﬁso severely beaten to require
hospltalization. In two or three extreme cases, so the grape-
vine reported, men were actually murdered and their bodies
were disposed of so well that ivlei}:hoe police detection failed.

Gg&uﬂ-&
In attempts %o competition to the Tokyo Club

activitles the men whahg:;ed to defy the pﬁérful organization
~were treated in the same manner. They met the same fate ad
the balking employees at the hands of gangstérs. These
drastic actions , in turn, had self-accentuating effect in
curbing or stamping out any future attempt of revolt of of
competition, ginee the.tales oftige of force and violence
agreed with the taste and satisfied the appetite of <ive
sensation-loving Japanese. Iiany stories of punishments were
told and retold,and magnified and exé%ggerated, and again

told and retold.

The ganglandftechnique was succegsful in establishing and

main%ﬁ%g t2® order within the ranks and files of the organization;
the attendant publieity, if not actual application, was effec-

tive in malintaining and preserving the monopolistic control
in the Japanese gambling and amusement flelds. Ikxwasxsmx
effeekivaxkakxkhexpoiiegxwanreonkinnedxbyxEhexsnesadingxx
rrexidenkuxafxkhexgyrdkeakexatimrxitan] jtdtiigdd It was so

effective that the policy was inherited by the succesding pre-
sldents of the syndicate after Itanl retired with a reputed




bonus of a quarter of million dollars and returned to Japan

to live the rest of his 1life luxuriously. The despotic, ruthless
policy, however, at the end worked as a boomerang on the
ééanization bringing about its own downfall. Inasmuch as the

e
application of violence in pegiuating its own business was

N

instrumental in creating fear and dread toward the Tokyo
among the Japanese in Californisa,
Club syndicate and their members, a few of such cinsténces

A

as told by the men of street are recorded ¥R the following
A

paragraphs.
In the early years there were minor beating cases,
which were in general confined to disobedient employees
+ha Club was
and disorderly customers:; they mere more concerned and occupkel
with keeping order within the house itself. One heard that

a man was thrown out of the hall of the thyld floor of the

6
Tokyo Club buillding inﬂbattered condition, or that the boss

) ,szf.g ¥

of the Lodi branch was deposed of his office after hamsss A%ﬁfa%\

threatened of ~Iigmadise or that an employee in the Sacramento

house was severely banged up. There was & story of a little
Severe It was in 1927 ---

more extreme case told in the Los Angeles community. Aone

employee was chided by a gang of henchmen for an insubordinate

act, but he was arrogant and talked back. Incensed by te L4

sullen attitude, the gu@g beat him, but duéﬁ%oncussion of

brain or heart failure the victim who had been felled on the

floor could not be revived. Perturbed as to the disposal &

"fét 64/}1,

the—body, the assaiLaﬂ% finally decided to carry the—bedy 7

in en automobile and sped through the darlkness of night.

They chose a c¢liff on the Palos Verdes Hill as the most
desirable of all b places for the purpose in the vicinity)




whence the body was thrown into the Pacific Ocean with a
heazy weight attached. te=bteo—rody. It was ironical in that
theyaghosan he place, albeit unintentional, because within
miles of the cliff there were no other residents but Japanese
families raisiné vegetables. This tale fanned out from these
farmers and through the grapevines was known to chAngﬁgﬁity
within a short time; in effect, it increased the fear held’
by the Japanese toward the Club people)having been convinced
more than ever that they "mearbusiness" and their order was
accompanied with "or else".

After the collapse of the Hoover prosperity, it was
more evident that many "big time" games ,M({:Iith the
Tokyo Club activities were on the increase and required more
attention by the Tokyo Club "goon aquad". The case of pin -
ball geme at the corner drugstore, which has been reported,
is a typical example. Several poker games for big stakes
which were going on in the backrooms of restaurants were
intimidated and busted up. The writer uDSQIVdeﬂijSise
one day after s midnight in front of a Jspanese restaurant
in Little Tokyo; As the players came into the street from

06—

the place, whére itowas known thagﬁpig stake poker session

was operated frequently, threse burly men appesared from nowhere

fecm the derkness.o It was obvious that they were waylaying

.
them. They approached one of the players and gripped wee AML
coat lapelsg in $iee jujitsu style. One of the waylayers said,

"You know what's good for you. OQuit the game." The vietim

nef +# L had
was Treed aﬁ%sy he,said apologetically, "T am awfully sorry.

I won't do %t agein.”




The same procedure was repeated with the mext group of men
Within & fow dRys afferward
Soan 1t wa

coming out of the house within a few minutes.
heard that the games at the place ceased to exlst and even

when it was resumed atjzuch later dste it was for small

stakes.

s similar case occurred in 1iv34 involving a man
by the name of Kensaku Nadaok;, who attempted to sell sweep-
stakef tickets competing with Tomikuji. This man Nadaoka
weas the manager of?jobbing house, which held the exclusive

right —ertry of the
agency, for the Japanese-ﬁg\Lucky Lager beer and the sole
agency contract for the continental United States ofﬁﬁgﬁﬁés
of saﬁ% manufactured in Hawaii. Some years previously heJLJ-lqu
wgs- & newspaper man for the Rafu Nichibeil, then a seller of
some patented therapeuticel gadget. He was a sly,a&é shrewd
business man, who tried,ﬁo_manipulate capital belonging to
some one 2lse and made profits for himself. He was keen
end ambitious in seizing any money-making opﬂé%unity, al-
though shiftless and impgtient. He always dreamed of a _
get-rich-quick schemey since he' spent more money-thanihe
earned. UNo doubt héﬁggserved the phenomenal salesof Tomikuji

and was envious. He sqi;ched for:similar é;ﬁ;;; and per-
chance hit upon the sweepstakes tickets sold by a New York
underworld organizstion. He immediately obtained the exclu-
sive concession for the sale in the Japanese community from
the Eastern firm and undertook:sales campalgn with extensive

newspaper advertisements, giving it a Japanese name "Takara

Sagashi" or "Treasure Funt". Within a month, however, he




®

was visited by}fTeppo Gumi" of ,Tokyo Club. When he was told
to suspend selling of his tickets as they were incompatible
with the poliey ofrggkyo Club, he argued back that inasmuch
as his tickets were issued by a Caucasian organization smd.""ﬁ—L
Poikyo Club did not control the Caucssian underworld, he saw
no reason to discard his scheme. His reasoning, needless to
say, could not gohivince the gangsters.and he was severely
beaten inﬂﬁ%esence of a few employees who were standing by
helplessig. The bystanders could not do anything to aid

the manager who was lying on the floor unconscious until

the gongsters had left the premise. He was immedlately taken

to a hospitai and the next day the caplitalist and owner of
the
the firm went to Tokyo Club headquarterSwith a gift «— a
the
cagse of sake—*-jgpologize for "insolent act" of his manager

and pledged that they would no longer sell the sweepstakes
tickets to jeopardize the prosperity of Tomikuji.

As it has been stoted, the maintainance of law and order
among the rank and file of Hho-membermsd. the syndicate was
successfully administered by the masterful strokes of the
first president, Itani. Subsequent to his retirement, the
rrexidemkaxfoiiowadxwarexnezkerxandxiezxxendawed great pros-
sperity and prestige became a source and a factor contrhq“dws
buting toward the increase of jealousy and didconten " The
Buccqging presidents, who were weaker and less endowed, often
had difficulty in coping with insubordination of or rivalry
between the employees. The second presldent, one Yasuda, was

in his back
being criticized that he was too gnxious to amass a fortune




for his own personal gaein. FHe was accused of favoritism,
patronizing one faction at the expense of another. He was
suspected of diverting the money belonging rightfully to
the cache of the organization into his personal fund. The
discontented elements aligned themselves with the man next
highest in command in the hierarchy and the rivalry between
the two factlons was intensified. One day in 1929 it reached
the breaking point; a delegeation from the hostile faction
demanded the resignation of the president face te face and was
refused. ﬂShort time afterwards, the newspapers carried
the news that Yasuda was murdered with pistol shots by un-

nd %< caswal M7%(
known assailants in front of his residence. %ie papers in

unison minimized the news confining themselves only to the

facts directly pertalning to the murder itself, none of them

mentioﬁgéfthe backgﬁund of the victim or the probable motives
behind the murder. XikhimxaxfewxdaysxkhexmurdsrxREnE<@XRAn®
pErEdxEnkireXyxRranxkiexpagesxtogkedxayxifxkhe  whniexERing
hadxheerxfurgnkikexs The homicide squad made routine examination
and re?orted that clues were scant. There were no suspects
apprehended in so faﬂfﬁi& public knowledge was concerned and
48 police detection utterly falled. lNeanwhile, the funeral

wa.s
for Yasuda the most elaborate and ornate in the history of

C'a(an
the Los Angeles Japanesq( every notable, dignitary, leading

olony
business man,chm{nolitlgiggiugn}eaéer to express his condo-

lence to the bereaved family, Within a few days after the

funeral the murder news dlsappeared completlyfrom the pages

dCcusSe
of newspapers as if i1t had been forgotten., One could suspect

also that the detectives lacked zeal and enthusiasm to solve




the mystery, wh%ch to this d%; remains as an unsolved crime \?
in the annals ofﬂpolicea In contrasst, however,storiecs .amd-
cemmisss of the murder were circulated «mewssd in the commu-
nity for weeks and weeks unabated with fervor. These stories
in general agreed ¥ that Yasuda was murdered by the "trigger
men" of the rival faction within Xkx his own organigzation.
He had a premonition of his imminent danger and had a body-

him
guard with, but this precaution was useless because the

f com/oen.ﬁl?‘:&qf f‘eao’u(d

vsce .

bodyguard himself belonged to the enemy camp and was ins-

7 G’¢Olg€. n”"“%,

trumental in bringing his master into the prearranged trap.

Another version went as far as to say that the police had

Sand

been paid off heavily and it was absurd to anticipate the

‘ef"
-nwﬂ-" . ]
arrest of 'assassins. /ﬂc"‘f“’?“.u)’x in the ¢mfw'g yeary,
4

r¢f‘ , yvas rec@ivs

oS

5 In 1930 another man, Oku, the boss of the San Francisco

3
L)
3
X
Y
g

branch, was murdered by unknown attackers, who were never

detected by the police. Again the vernacular papers failed
to
to report the murder in detail,hwhich the curious public

~crossed 4is amplo

r-m,'nj d» e

gmni® had no access save through the grapevine. Xkxwasx
ia¥dx According to @# information offered by laymen the

hAad doudly

0“7{— ,0¢r-ﬁ

murder was a repercussion of Yasuda's. Oku was a staunch

enemy of Yasuda and was one of the behind-the-scene men

WA{ ]

4'4? wl'fé

who schemed and arranged his murder. After the event he
s
was didcontented and djsatisfied because ohe Yamawakl was

elected to the presidency,ﬁ%rﬁhich he had held a secret

5 ul,f (] ¢47' ‘ N
ambition. Oku's»uncooperative attitude made the position
ancd

of the men in power precarious, since they had, been the

7["' Q= 75((

partners in one crime. The murder was accomplished in order

~ht
to seal the mouth of insurgent and to eliminate any chance of

downfall of the in-group.




Murders of members were the extreme measure of decipline
the Tokyo Club resorted to. They were usually more tolerant
wigrviolation by a member of thligf special code of cor:guct
and meted out much milder punishments.

In 1933, 5 certain Iwanami,wazmxzhawgmdxwikkx ®w cashier,
was charged with 'tamperingxthe account books and embezzling
the Club fund. In this case, the offender was presented with
a gift of a few hundred dollars and was ordered to leave
for Japan.

In the same year, there wasémore interesting case con-

A
cerning an employee --- one Isobe. He was a "bouncer", about

30 years of age, ‘H.vson of aghinto priest. A few years pre-
,,Lbu?_ , 41 Since #he
viously he #&#"1in Tove with a Nisei prostitute and, wes /.0 J,w/

hea
living b%pr without sem marital status, simee—tken. In
Pt

the coursq;g child was born between them. For some reason 4
pift developed between tne two; the man began to stay away
from home and the wife wam seeing a young Nisel during her
hushband's working'hours. Once it was whispered that she
was caught with her paramour and was beaten by her husband;
this was followed by another story that they --- the wife
and the paramour --- disappeared from the city leaving the
child alone in the home. Wﬁngpizgiausly reported --- some
said thaet they went to Nevada, while others sald that they
ran away to the East. Speaking from the standard of the
syndicate code, Isobe lost "face" in that he had lost his
woman to angQther man andﬁ%?%graced the name Qgéggéanization.

He was ga:%rthe usual sentence --- an order to leave
for Japan with a glfit of a few hundred dollars. Recently




& news was brought back from China that he was doing well
in Shanghai as a member of the Japanese police force, after
he/ﬁoined a nationalistic organization of the eity which
received orders directly from Japan.
s o st T At < ol R e

With the advent of Fletcher Bowron into the Mayor's
office, one of his platforms for s election,verusading
of vice and the underworld,wwas undertaken vigorously. With
the repeated shake-ups in the palice department, inefficlent
or shady bfficers were either demoted or transferred ' to
bther divisions where they would be o?fvalueauls_to the tle-
ap with the underworld. As iﬁé result, many gambling resorts
were raided and closed, and even Guy McAfe; had to leave the
city to seck a haven in Nevada.hIQ;kyo Club, too, met more
interferrence from the police and'%écame increasingly diffi-
cult to keep the house open. One night a police sqwad broke
in from the skylight of,\ﬁ‘é'u and arrested a siﬁeé.ble crowd
who had no time to seek cover. After this round-up -siwe-
operation was suspended for a.long time. When it opened again
for business, it was only for a short duration as 1t was

involved in a legal mess from which they could never again

diSentangle themselves, marking the final blow to the once

glorious existance oﬂ:$;kyo Club of Los Angeles. rghis case

is calle@fggate of California vs,Yamatoda, et al.
As one old Japanese ha@ philosophized, "Violence brings
more violence. Success in use of vielence is tempting for

pord
one to use ,vlolence again to solve a difficulty. EHventually

the user of violence becomes careless and is doomed ," the




employees of Tokyo Club one night in 1939 became careless in +ic
use of force upon an obnoxious player.

There was a truck parked dn a street in Little Tokyo for
days without any trace of having been moved. The police,
when notified by some in the neighborhood, traced its owner
;3 one Namba, whose address was in Ledl, California; a check
up with the Nambe family revealed that he had left his home
for Los Angeles with a load.of vegetables about two weeks
previously and was missing since then. His family was con-
cerned about his fallure to return and had been conducting
a search among his aquaintances. The famiiy=asked the police now
for a further search for the missing man, since the news
had been knovwn,by the public.

Somehow, a story began to go around the town that Namba
had been murdered on the third floor of the Tokyo Club
building and his body had been disposed of., The police on

finally

the  tip=¢ff arrested the employeegﬁand théir-grilling sproduced

7l
a few confessions {as some of them had turned as &ee state

. bod b
witnesses. It was true, they said, that Namba was murdered,

although accidentally, by the Club employses. The trouble
started when he had lost in games severaliuhundred dollars
and demanded of the house a donation of a few dollars for
travelling expense to return home. When he was refused &f
his request, he bscame vehemently vociferous and pugnacious.
In order to quell him and to resbore ¥he order in the house,
a few hired men rushed to him and "ganged up" on him, some

on g
with fists, smebier withﬂ%acus,another with a stick. They
had no intention Uf killgfim, they protested.




After they were arraigned for the murder charge in’
the Superior Court of Los iAngeles and while they were awaiting
*rwpise trial on bail, this difficulty bred another trouble.
One faction within the chain, which was dissatified with
and had 111 feeling toward the then president, Yamatoda,
staged a coup dtétat. They kidnapped Yamatoda and took him
forcibly across the border into Mexico, although the attempt
was frustrated in E1 Centro and the kidnappers were arrested.
These two cases go to show that there wes no longer exlsted .
within. the;syndicate the unity and harmonyhonce prevailed;
it was, indeed, in a chaotic condition. In:bue course of

#o of both cdses

time the defendantsyere glven jail terms, although Yamatoda
was successful in " jumping the bail™ and escaping to Japan
on a tramp freighter.

The remnants ofﬂTokyo Club made .a  final desperate
attempt in 1940 to reopen the gambling house and were en-

trapped by the police with whom they were "ne*otiatlng

for a term. In this delegation which v1sited44£citv hall

aatumtfwnich had been installed with dictaphones there‘w“s
Subseguen Hy
one of the leading Nisei attorneys , Carl Iwanaga. Jhe wes

disbarred and served j#® sentence for one year after a
trial.

At the eclose of the discussion of the organized gambling
activities in the Japanese community the writer wishes to
point out again the significance of fear and dread held by

L)

the Japanese as a whole toward the Club and members and
L 5
resentment toward we abuses although powerless before them.




In other words, the Japanese fully realized the evils ofﬁub

Tekyo Club but were afraid to speak up. They dared to
criticize the gembling chain only when they were certain
of ample support from the public at large. They were awed

and overpowered uryitil the gjmBicate crumbled from within.
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December 7, 1941!

The Japanese attack s Pearl Hai'borl

The world was stunned. fhe Japanese in California were
stupefied. True, these Japanese had hadngggmonition and wished

that it would not happen. It did happen! The Japanese -weme

Shisw "enemies" overnight. No longer could they remain aloof

oﬁ?%ést changing world events. Every turn of the events

had vital effects yApon them. Their very existence was
threatened; they did not know what was to become of thém
tomorrow.. The foundatioq of their life wes-pewdded --- the
source of incomes” E;;ricans étayed away from the places of
business operated by Jépanese; Americans terminated the
employment of Japanese. Tise 9kvernmental restfictions were
promulgated to curtall the personal liberty of the Japanese
in several fispects, for the violations of which many arrests
were made. The F B I agents combed every corner of the
Japenese community for "saboteurs" and "contrabands'"which
were reported on the front pages of newspapers in bold typq/
with malicious falsification and paranoiac imagination. T
ghblic sentiment toward the Japansese in California became
worse everyday. Rumors flew far and wide among the Japanese.
Wild storlies went around thick and fast. A Japanese baby
was burnt to death in burning 0il by incensed whites, one
story said. A young woman wés assaulted by a gang of hoodlums,

another reported. A young Nisel was stabbed in the back by

an unknown assailant,. still another rumor had it. The Japanese

were fréightened in full realization that thelr physical safety,
(7




too, was not secure. Their primary concern was what was to

become of themselves and their families. Their paremount

worry was what was to become of their business and properties.
The war neccesitated reéolutionary changes in the mode

of living for the Japanese. The anxiety persisted and e

worry occuplied the minds of Japanese-everyﬁﬁiﬁute of the}r

waking hours. They were concerned only with one thought --

their security in the future. In this revolutionalized way

of l1life gambling found no place to exist. The Japeanese

suddenly dropped the perennial habit of gembling. Gone were
the hana games from the boarding houses; gone werzhgoker games
from the backrooms of restaurants. Ghe?eople met in the
homes of their friends, not to play hana or poker, but instead
to talk about the war, about e E;B I arrests, about the
California Japanese, and about their own future.

It was not until the first contingent of volunteer
evgcué% lef't for lManzansr that the Japanese peéple began
to gamble among themselves again. They had realized that
the evacuation was something of actuality and resigned to the
iéea that the foundation which the Japanese immigrants had
built in scores of yeargy was to be destroyed completely. They
were reconcliled to the idea that they were to leave for
the "concentration camps". It was also true that the people
weré out of gainful occupation --- some had closed their
places of business long age and others had 1o§t thelir jobs
--- gince the vernacular newspapers had>ﬁeen advising the

everyday
people,that the mass evacuation might be ordered tomorrow.

"Get ready," the papers said, " the army will not wait for




you." They had gotten ready, after selling their properties
for any vprice in panic, and waited for the army order. DBut
the evacuation was a2 slow process to the Japanese ond the
army order they were awaiting did not come. They all had
too much time and did not know what to do with it. Sources
of recreation and amusement were denied to them and the
curfew restriction compelled them to remain at home. Only
things they tould think of doing was~to gamble --- hana and
poker games were thus resumed in private homes, although for
small stakes. (They hed no source of income and were afraid
to gemble=£ér bigger stakes.) In effect, the revival of
gambling was an escape on one hand and & means of "killing
time" on the other hand.

As the evacuation orders began to be announced one
after snother more rapidly, the Japanese Reflected, "How
am I to spend time in the campgy? I must do something to

ri11 time. I am going to make it a *vacation'." Thus the

§qﬁées in Little Tokyo had a big sudden pick-.up in the

sale of playing cerds, hana cards, sets of 'go), and of "shogt .
For instance, a box of hana cards, which contained two ¢
packs of tRe cerds, was originally selling for seventy-five
cents, but within about two wecks due to profiteering it was
sold for as high as two dollars and Tfifty cents. Eveﬁ at
the exorbitant price the people bought them complainingly.
They gégg'laughingly, "Tt1g too high if it's ordinary time.
But I can't buy these hana cards after I leave Los Angeles

for the assembly center. llaybe I will get the money back




in the éamp." On the eve of departure with the army escort
the Japanese packed the paraphernélia of "go", o "shogi",
of Mah Jong, of poker, and of hana. They knew then what
they were going to do when they arrived at these assembly
or relocation centers.
By the end of April, 1942, information was coming out
from the Santa Anita Assembly Center that gambling among
the camp residents was going on at a furious z::;&énd that”
most ofjng o Club remnants ﬁad moved there en masse. It
was this cligue, it revealed, that operated-s "blg time"
gambling, involving hundredssandtthousands.ef "dollar, and
that the Caucas#%& and Japanese police officers were receiving
"hush money". Of this the men who were still aw,iting the
evacuation order to come commented, "It's the same old story."
At the end of lMay as the last contingent of evacuess
from the county of Los Angeles arrived at the Colorado River
War Relocation Center, the situation of gambling theﬂ'existed
there was surprising different from what they had heard pre-
viously in connection with other assembly centers. Unlike>
other places there was no regular establishment for the pur-

pose of gambling by the residents of Poston. Whatever -4ie

gambling ‘done was confined to only-egmems groups of frilends
N

and aquaintances; it was done only as a source of ‘recreation.
No doubt, many games were goingrkn different a&lving quarters,
but these were played for nominal sums and the games played
were limited to hana and poker. It was merely an extention

of what they were doing in private homes just prior to the

migration. The Poston police, however, had another concep-




ception abqu‘%ﬁhe law enforcement. The police force, then
comprised mostly of young men who had reached the majority
not long ago, were seen all over the camp carrylng crudely
made clubs of mesquite tree and proudly showing the arm
bands bearing the letter P, Indeed, they made arrests too,
but they weré limited to gambling cases. They made railds
into the apartments where it was known to have gamblers
gathered.ln groups of sevens and éights they sneaked up to
these quarters and broke in through the unlocked doors. The
participants , having been taken by surprise, had no time
to hide their money or cards and were caught flat-footed.
They were then led into the police truck and were taken %9
.the city jail, a twenty feet by twenty-five feet L iﬁﬁfzr
s back of the police stafion, whose address was Block 28
Barrack 1 Apartment A. These ralds were not'cbnfined to
% ovenings and nights; they weré conducted even during
the daylight hours. The men who were taken to the jail
stayed there overnight angigieed the next day wihtout

triael, as there was no machinery to conduct such a trial.
It is significant to add that these men were almost always
0old Issei, who were charged with playing hana games,and
Nisel were seldom detained.

The lisel were known to be playing poker here and there

6 ;
in the camp just as mueh an%\frequenﬂﬂﬁs Issel's hana, but
/

they were clever to play the games unnoticeably in the even-
ings. Even though these places were ralded, the police were

satisfied with merely bresking the party up without making

the arrests. The writer ka® observed one of these ralds




one night soemtime in June of 1942. A group of young Nisel
bachelors made 1t a habit to get together in the evenings

in their apartment in Block 45. It was going on for about
two weeks until that night. About aleven’o’cibékrsix poli-

cemen came through the door, which was unlocked, with clubs‘Sﬂiy_;

in their hands swigsmésrz. The boys were caught playing. One /

of the policemen said authoritatively, "Break it up, boys!
Break it up!"; the rest of them stedéd behind this spokesman
wétching§§ for any emergency. The players collected the
chips and cards scattered on the table in silence. As soon
'as the table had been cleared of the paraphernalia, the
spokesman agaln commanded, "Don't let us catch you again.

The next time it means the can,” and with the rest left the
apartment. For days afterward the boys argued how"the police
got wisé“ﬁo'%heir game,”’ "I bet some Issel joy killers tipped
the police," some said, while others contradicted,'No, the
police just got the wind of it." Whatever the source of
information might havei.besn, it was successful in disconti-
nuing their games for the nexb two or three months until
sometime before the November disturbance.

This was the typical method by which poker games of Higei
were curbed by the police, who refused to take 6% Nisei
offenders to the jall., However, in M extreme cases in which
voung men failed to heed and kept on with their playing de-
fiantly, more stringent measures were taken. In one case
on the second raid to the same apartment within a week, the

réﬁing gquad was headed by € Chief of gblice Shigekawa, a
burly six feet two, two hundred éhnder. The chief walked




into the apartment and found the same gang of young boys
playing poker ss usuel. The chief chided the boys forffiot
heeding the police order and told them to quit for good.
It seems that some of the boys talked back arrogantly and
idsolently as moégigé}s would do. The quick tempered Shi-
gewa, it was told by one of the police later, did not wait
another moment and swung his fist into the face of this boy
and knocked him on the floor. He then hit two other boys
and repeated the routine oa®®, "He sure beat hell out of
them," the reporter said, " Chief then sifAd to them, 'You
know what 's good for yoﬁ. If I were you, I will remember this.!
And we had no trouble from these boys since then."

About this time, the religious workers weres alarmed._over
the gambling condition which was on the/’ trend oé=tEEWeETc.
In order to combat the evil thej met several times to discuss
feasible countermeasures. The Christian workers and the
Bu&hisf priests met together and decided to endeavor for

the cause hand in hand., They made it the subject of their

sermons, They issued circulars and distributed them to the

residents, which in sdgtance said that gambling inesben

vbserved 4
was netieed all over Poston. "It is increasing everyday; it

has become alarmingly grave. Should it remain unchecked,

we fear its evil influence upon our young people. [ lfxxiRerex
kexexxseiiekiixyour-eeoperakienx No right thinking men can
remain aloof any longer. We, therefore, solicit your full

hearted cooperation in ouf earnest effort to curb this evil."




The paper was delivered to every block and then to each
apartment, but the reaction of readers was lukewarm in con-
trast to the serious tone of the statement. Some commented,
"Those are small games. They aren't so bad. Let them enjoy
themselves; after all we are vacationing here." "They are
harmless," others said.- Still others saild, "We don't want to
be involved. ILet those church people fight it. 1It's their
business." Another comment was, "It's too hot even to be
thinking of such a thing." -Hany were non-committant and
sitting back quietly, and it was .only a handful of people
who rallied to the cause. To the appeal of the religious
groups the Poston people were passive and undisturbed, if
not contrary minded.

| Meanwhile, reflecting such contrary sentiment of the
people, the police deparment received a protestg from some
block managers that the police should notify them of intend-
ed raids, re%bning that the full asuthority of the managers
over the block residents mmst be respected., The argument
was that the managers Would lose lN'facea" if the raids were
carried out without hij&knowledge. True,the reason of the
block managars::;#g far fetched, but it only goes to prove
“that they were hard pressed by the residents''complaints
against the police raids of these games. To this the police

department was furious and argued thir own pointse, and

¥
the bickerings went on,sometime between them without any

and
resultﬁto fade away eventually.




The Temporéry Community Couﬁcil of Poston, too, was
cognizant of the gambling situation. Soon after the legls-
lative body was elected by the residents of Poston, it
created the Judiciaéﬁ Committee within itself, headed by
Seiichi Nomura. The first task of the committee was
drafting of the penal code for Poston in order to organize
a trial court, the Municipal Court, and to define offensgs
and their punishments. "Those criminals shouldn't be turned
loose after staying in the jall overnight without trial. |
You have to put teeth in the arrests," Nomura said about
that time. There were many crimes committed in Poston
everyday which required attention by 4 judicia#g-body, let

f +the pensl cofe
alone those gambling offenses. The drafting,was immediately
undertaken by the committee in consultation with the Pro-
ject Attorney, Ted Haas, and the Legal Department. Ac-
cording to Nomura, they copied the sections which they be-
lieved weré vital in preserving #e law and order in the
community from the Penal Code of the State of Califonis,

"taking out what we want" and modifying the word and the

af Poston
penalties to be adaptable to the existing conditions, Upon

examination of the fiﬂpi draft of the Poston code, a ca-

4
sual observer would récieve tﬂe impression that the commi-

A

tee had|hl4&§reconceived conception as to what offenses were
to be included in the code book, because , after all, the

Californla code book of several hundred pages was condensed




and abridged into sixteen typewritten'pages. The Poston

code confined itself only to the cases of gambling, of
of

assault and battery,,theft and embezzlement, of forgery and

extortion,flntoxication, and of prostitution and other sex

crimes. It is very significant that the final draft begénr
with the section§on gembling &h its very first page, indi-
cating where the utmost concern of the committee had been
and how much they were worried about gambling in the future.
The grave concern on the part of the committee about the
gambling offenses is conceivable and understaendable as
Nomura, the chairman,éﬁé;éﬁﬁe legal couselor and one of

the officers of the Tokyo Club chain for more than ten
years and was well versed in their evils and abuses. The
sections pertaining to gambling in the code of offenses

for Poston in its final draft read a2s follow:

Section 1. Gambling ZEvery person who shall deal,
carry on, or open, or cause to be opened, or who
shall conduct, either as owner, proprietor or employes,
whether for hire or not, any game of faro, monte,
roulette, lasquenet, rouge et noir, rondo, vingt-
un, or twenty-one, poker, stud-poker, draw poker,
bluff, fan tan, thaw, seven and one-half, chuck-a-
luck, blackjack, "panginki", mah jeng, or any similar
game whatsoever, played with cerds, dice, or any other
device, and every slot machine, punch-board, or ma-
chine or like chearacter, whether the same be played
for money, checks, credits or any other representa-
tive of value within the state of Arizona; skl
ba—guilbs-of-a-misdemesnor, and upon-conviction there-
Ok g pundslebie and every person who shall par-
ticipate in any of the above enumerated games dealt,
carried on or opened or caused to be opened by any
other person in the state of Arizona; shall be gullty
of misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, is
punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred
dollars ($100) not more than three hundred dollars
($300), or by imprisomment for not more than six
(6) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment.




Section la. Permitting Geambling in House Every
person who knowingly permits any of the games mentioned
in Section 1 of this code to be played, conducted, or
dealt in any house occupled by such person,.is pu-
nishable as provided in the preceding section.

As a sidelight, the reader may be interested in the
following incident. The Judiciaég Coom’ttee, upon com-
pletion of the final draft, sent 1t to the Bureau of
Sociological Research,.whicdthe Administration regarded
highly then and of which Ted Hags was a staunch supporter,
for theilr advice and recommendation. In compliance with
this request Dr. A, H. Leighton and Dr. E. Spicer sent
a memorandum recommending the committee to delete the sec-
tions pertaining to gambling andszrostitutio The
réason, in Dr, Leighton's own words, was, "There isn't
any use in having laws which you know you can’t enforce.

The people will be violating them anyway; this reduces

their respect toward the entire code." According to Nomur97

"Dr. Leighton recommended no restriction whatsoever on
AdvocdTed

gambling andﬂthe French system for prostitution. If you

take those sections out of the code, there's hothing left."

Burdsu rocormmaenddtons
Homura chucked the, memorandwm into,waste-basket and sent

it unchanged to Ted Haas, whgiézgiég;;nding a WR A regilon-
al confer‘ence in San Ffrancisco, for ahb-final approval.
"Well, Dr.-Provingg@Law the draft there and praised that
the Poston code is the best ame among all the codes submit-

ted by the relocation centers," Nomura boasted in his

typical Hawaiian accent. The Code of Offensef for Poston




) chéddfér
was duly approved by the Project Attorney, %#hen by the

Temporary Community Council. The chairman of the commit-
tee since then refer;:E to Dr. Leighton and Dr. Spicer
as "those broad minded an-thro-polo-gists!.

When the same topic was meﬁtioﬂ?&?ﬁ?:;dgroup of his
friends some weeks later, one of the 1isﬂ&ers said, "Why
didn't you recommend to Dr. Lelghton to hire one of the
wards in the hospital to practice the French system. Well,say.
statiorf »;%gg';g at the entrance and’finstall a ticket-
selfigg :;;ggm.as it might be a land-office business. And
tell him to get a few girls for nineteen bucks a month."
Nomure laughingly retorted, "Yeahl! The whole trouble is
Dr, Leighton might do it."

In August the machinery of judicial orgenization was
set in motion; the Judiciaﬁ? Committee members were aprointel
by the Coucil to becomé the judges of the lMuniclpal Court
of Postoh. The first judges were Seiichi Nomura of Block

45, Ge#%rge Imamura of Block 6, and Ge,orge 5. Fujil of

Block 284 all being e Council memberjtrepresenting the/r

respective blocks, The very first case,came before the
court was that of traffic violation, then of hana gambling,
and so forth. With traffic violations, the judges gave
suspended sentences with a pr®viso to reﬁ?t weekly to the
police department for a certain length of time. With the
gembling cases the judges meted out suspended sentences
also, the heaviest penalty being“three days suspendedf
This was indicative of the fact that the police was eibker

. dnd not 7447
arresting just the dmall time gamblers omnly ag‘there was no




AF that Hime.
gambling of blgger scale in Post0nx It was not until fifty

cases had been disposed of by the judgew that a more se-
rious case came up before them ---and this was not of gamb-
ling, but a case of private profiteering. 1t 1s ironiecal
to point out that the Municipal Court held its sessions
in the City Jail and this practice is still continued at :
present, although one of the present judges abhors the %&;;T.
Although the gambling cases brought before the court
were_.éi;\&rﬁinor nature, 1t could not be said that there was
nok "big time" gembling in Poston. About the time the
court began to function, a story was going around the camp
that big gﬁ%;ling was going on.%izkzﬁé night in Barrack 13
of Block 54. Barrack 13 was a Q’i?be. where male bachelors
were housed, and Block 54 was oc;upied by the evacuees from
¥we Imperial Valley. TUpon questioning, a resident of the
Block said, "¥eah, there's big gambliﬁg going on in that
barrack. What they are playing is 'gaham' and they are
betting one hundred and two hundred like nothing. 1 saw
it. I wonder where they got that much money. The guys
playing out there are all Issei, most of them from some
other blocks. They tell me thet some former Tokyo Club
big shots of the Valley, who are residing in the north-

eastern séction of the camp, ere behind this game. They

: #ha
are playing it infprofassional way, charging the house-

.
take."

"§hy don't you people do something about 1t?" he
was asked.

"o are kind of scered. Those guys are tough. Ve




don't want to stick our neck out, though the bloeck people
e Uy ;
are talking about it."
A

st I'l' ﬁ

In September the rumorfthat the police chief)Shige—
kawa)was flushing five doller billls and buying the.men in
his department ice cresm and cigarettes. They said, "He
is getting the money from the Block 54 guys."

Simultaneously with this story, the camp residents

were told of @eatings of boys, who had been accused of

being "inu" and F B I informers. It was no wonder that
the Block 54 residents were afraid of either 1nfofﬁing
&R the police of the gambling house or actually taking
the leadership to curb it themselves.

The Peatings did not stop just with frightening the
block people from any active at e?aSE:;“fgé;;- Zg.sdom{'f; a
great effect upon the police force. Sensing the increasing
political power of the Issel and the gravely threatening
unrest in ewe camp, the police became reluctant in making
arrests resulting in a rapid decrease in the number of

Brought -
casegﬂbéfore the Municipal Court. The laxity of the police

in w®» law enforcement furdher resulted in thegzﬁg;eaxe of
gambling all over the camp. It was at this time that the
Block 45 boys, who had been warned and ceased playing re-
sumed their éames. In almost all the ﬁBSShalls the crews
were seen playing hana zames much more publicly than before.

The beatings of "inu" continued and the wave of gambling

remained unchecked.




Then, ®™e November 18th. It was a coup-d'etat staged
by the Isseil extremists and the Issei&h Nisei. They began
to demonstrate in front of the police station and the jail
for the release of two attackers of the alleged FF B I in-
formers. The original crowd numbered about 1,000, but
it increased rapildly as théiggnt on without a concession
from the authority. The demonstration conti%?d for days and
nights undiminished in its fervor.

| When the difficulty between the administration and
the administereéfgettled efter a few days'! wrangling, it
hed prover one thing conclusively among many others ---

the police was powerless)without courage and sensitive to
J

the dictates of extremists. In other words, they ‘élways

\ ‘ "
"checked which way the wind was blowing before they would

undertake anythingﬂ'

The respect of the residents toward the police waned,
and in the same proportion gembling games were oﬁservable
more condpicupously and the players were more brazen. Re-~
ports were coming in from the school teachers that Nisel
school boys were gathering in many places and were gambling
without attending classes. The Community Enterprises re-
ported that their stores were broken in py thieves on se-
veral different occasions. They also added that some of
their employess, the younger ones, were suspected of pocket-
R D AR TRy
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purchaserd.,fAn rEX 1t's always

vyoung kids, who break into the stores er’do stealing.
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The




other night, they got into the main canteen and stole a
gold wrist wateh worth fourty dollars and cartons of ciga-
rettes. Oh, those shop liftings are nothing unusuil at all;
2 gang;boys come in and walk out with merchéndigﬁl ~~= you
watch them next time, one or two ofﬁgang oocupy the clerk's
attention and the rest swipe the goods. We can't catch
them, because we are always bu;;jgégfgﬁgﬁgtbre itself is

a make-shift affair. Those kids need money to gamble.

And they lose and need more money, so they have to steal
some more."

The resiBients in the mortheastern section were telling

in January of 1943 that there was a gembling place 1n

@
Block 3 and "their games are sure bigl! They sald that

"gaham" was the game and it was ram by the same people
who operated the Block 54 place. The operation at this
new place was so prosperous that they were serving the
customers refreshments and drinks of whiskey free of charge.
stnother rumor had it that similar gambling pleces were
found in the adjoining blocks, Block 4 and Block 1l4.
Rumors were going around the camp thick and fast. The
stories of gambling were lively s@ﬂect:for the men in idle
minutes. Now the tale of the bribing ofgthe police chief
haf new twists. One of them sidd, "It's nogiaxg%¥o buy
Shigekawa. He is making a big business for himself."
Another said, "Some of the police force are grumbling, be-

cause the chief won't give them enough cut." Another re-

ported, "Shigekawa and those old Tokyo Club people are




inseparably connected. They are both making lots of money."

It was the same situation again --- the tie-up between -&

i eresss ;
gambling hewse and the police and the community being re-

Juctant to do anything to curb the evil. It was also

true that no one in the camp doubted that Shigekawa was é%?};g
oid he :
bribed regularly aqgminimiza"the consequences should the

. ag# ¢
Tokyo Club remnants s9tablish themselves at Poston; but none of

h i o
Cg;§gﬁées'ﬂa§ willing to take the initiative. Indeed, they

were more than willing to gossip about the resultant evils
d)‘(}[:'flc\fet/ Wr'fll

of gambling and the crimes directly $reaeeeble—to iime gambling
ye d = erher

in the camp; they had either attituquof,1aissez-faire or

of "let George do it." 1In order to convey the grave con-
existed

dition which edia&f®d since the beginning of 1943, a few

instances are cibed in the following paragraphs.

1. dJdudge Nomura revealed thaot young Nisel were losing
their goverment or garnishing factory checks in 2 single
night to these professionals in Block 3. Ag the residents
had considerable difficulty in cashing thir checks and
the house was too glad to do the service, many went there For
AL 7h O/f rherr checks, a7
only to be attracted into gambling themselves. He commented,
"Too bad. They lose one month's wages in one night. Those
young kids haven't got a chance with the.Club guys." This

e -
comment truly-+is from the man who should know.

2e  PHe"Block 8°0rp&H%Zetion built a new place for
4t gombling within the block. Theydug a basement below
two adjoining apartments, about .8 feet deep, made of eement
concrete walls supported by wood beams. It was also instal-

led with electric lights. This was an untra luxurious palace




for Poston and the bullding materials were obtained free of
cherge in the typical Poston manner --- stolen government
properties "leased for the duration".

3« At the tiﬁzhngfiasco between‘The Central Emecutive
Bosrd and The Issei Advisory Board ## the beginning of
February , the standard bearer of one camp, M. Nagail, sought
®e support from the gambling inteé%té . One of the 'pro-
fessional gambérs“ from Los Angeles, one Nakashimz, was
after N. Mizushima, the leader of Nagaim's opposing camp,
and broadcast a story himself that he and’Bis gang would
beat Mizushima should he not sbandon-his ill-thought scheme
to coup-d'état the Central Executive Board. This sbtory
was enough to intimidate the Issei Board vice-chairman and
was responsible for his face-about in his ambition.

4, Games for stakes were prevalent in the Police Dep-
artment, the Fire Department, and the warehouses. ;
5. Those houses in Block 4 and Block 14 wanted cemé?

for thelr walls, too; and some connected with them went

over to the Elementary Sthoot Adobe Building Project and

Mo
stole twenty sacke of cement "ig\presence of nightwatchmen”

durinérﬁight. The next morning the building erew were with-
out cement for their concrete mixer and Ead to suspend the
work for the day unti}fﬁéw load was obtained.

One of the nighwatchmgn complained, "When those people
come in a gang, you cen't do anything. W& look the other
way and let them steal. Being a Japanese mgself, I don't

2 fellow Sepanesa
want/\arrest ognd prosecute them." Indeed, he would not




admit that he was afraild. ;
, o5
6. A rumor ---"Chief Shigekawa wes drinking whiskey
a bottle a day. And you can't buy it for less than nine

dollers in the mamp,you know."
o SR N A X

The situation of gambling toofa sudden and more grave

in March 1tz
tufﬁ& Here are the stories which were eireulsted mostﬂ T
Poston Unit I at the time; all these stories ﬁera varified
to some extent, but the authenticity to the last detall
is not vouchsafed.

1. This is the story of a boy from Los Angeles, who
was a juvenile delinquent even before the evacuation. He
is a son of the prgﬁipal of the First Javanese Language
School (Dai Ichi Gakuen) of Los Angelés, Kohel Shimano,
who was interned on December 7, 1941, and now detalined in
Cmnp'Livingstoniaa Lousiasna. He came to Foston with his
mother andf%ow residing in Block 26, the Orange County
cymquaees section. He is about nineteen years old; he
quit going to school some years ago without graduating.
This boy}Shimano)was the leader of a gang of bems—ef teen
agéhﬁ—some out of school and others still of -be school age <&*

He and the gang boys were gathering in one room of the

Block 26 Recreation Hall and were gambling for money every

| ad—

day from morning to late imo night., These young people
é@ Cony [@ il

could not cempletely satisfiedAﬁgth their own recreation

dﬂw?& '?‘Aé’-'-.'d'ﬁ/vg’d_’_.)

<and became obnoxious to the residents at large. They were

getting rowdy and "corner boyish".in their behavior day by




day. One day, in the classfodm of the elementary school

next to their assembly room a teacher was havingsgéography
lesson. The teacher said to the pupils, "What city is the
capital of Illinois?" Before the pupils had time to an%;r,
the gambling boys across the thin partitioning wall shouted,
"Chicago." Shameless they were, because they did not

realize that they had mede a mistake in geography, let alone '
éétructing the teacher.‘

The teacher, an old Caucasian .woman, was evidently

perturbeduﬁﬁathe boys and came over to the wall between the

rooms and banging on it shouted, "Stop it! Boys! Stop itt"
To this earnest appeal the only response from the other side
was wild bangings on the wall.
The teacher was incensed and reported the incident
to the Department of Hducstion, which in turn senf an ur-
gent appeal to the b¥eek manager of Block 26. HManager Mori-
redlized At he
moto,was powerless to undertake anything all by himself and
called an emergency mesting of the block coucil, composed
generally of the yushi of the block. As the minds of Issel
e yvush) desire to
would work in such a case, bgag aid notfpublicize the case
or toﬁﬁggﬁhpublicly the boy "for the sake of his future."
quietly
Instead, they chose 3 delegateswho went over\fo his mother
and informed her of her boy's activity. The mother's ans-
wer was again typical of an old Issel woman; she refused £
: s,

to accept the wrong dolng of her boy as ’ gospel truth. AShe

did not wish to lose her "face" in front of the delegate.

She said defiantly, "My boy? My son of all personsi I




can't believe it. It isn't true. It can't be true for my son."
It is only she who knew whether she had spoken her real mind
or had subterfuged to cover uplher own embarrassment.

When the delegates reported backﬁ%he block council, they
were angry, "Wiith our utmost kindness and sincerity we Lewe
spoke# to her. She does not accept our unselfish motive.

Now we must push the case to the 1limit}] The council members

A
with the block manager, afterﬂlengthy discussion, decidedc

to pass and promulgate a block rule to the effect that no
gaﬁbling within the block would be tolerated and the rpom

in the Recreation Hall should be cleaned of ##e delinquent
boys. As often the case with these block meetings, there
was an old man who strenuously and stubbornly objected to
the passing of this rule. His argument was, "This is an
extreme measure. 1 can't believe it of Mr. Shimano's son.
iven if it were true, it 15 not entirely # his fault; it
must be the influence of the boys with whom he i"associateg;
wher  IfxwexradxpassEdxiRizxrrisyxitxmesmsxkkak W; don't
know for sure that the boy is really involved with the boys
in the room; we don't have e@idenceﬁ to substantiate it. If
we h-ﬂdﬁ‘gg;d this rule, it means that we are publicly
accusing the boy and his mother without1§'conclusive evidence.
Besides, his father is a great educator, who hag contributed
toward the well-being of our offsprings. We carnot defame
the great name of his father." No doubt, the advocator of
the dissenting opinion was a friend of Shimeno. IHis stub-

borness and insistence further angered the rest. 'The meeting




finally ended with the resignation of the block manager and

the members ofﬂﬁgmcil en masse. They sﬁ@é ingignantly,

"Helll If you must insist on .contradicting EEEe.-cumet ™
our ideathggich the rest of us have agreed unitedly, we
guit. You take over and hanfile the situatfggjzéen." This
old man took over the duty of the block manager's office
for his pride and from defiance.

In April the "corner boys" somehow move!tﬁ?r place of
activity to the neighboring block, Block 27.

Incidentally, the Shimano boy was accused of living
with a young unmarried girl whose parents are in the Heart
Mountain Relocation Center and who was suspected of running
away from her parents just pr;or to the evacuation déadline,
@sw®. Of this, his mother says, "There is nothing wrong
between the two. UWe are just taking care of the girl." ;
Of this Judgeiﬁomura had an entirely different interpretatioen,
"1Just taking care of the girl'? Helll When a young boy
lives with a girl in a same roum what do you have? Why
don't they get married and get it over with?" What the
judge was acéusing was that the boy was violating the sec-
tions of the Poston Code of Offenses pertaining to i1llicilt
cohabitation and fornication.

Speaking of the block manager, he is working now for
the Community EnterprisesAas a cashker. Recently he re-
marked, "Boyl I em glad I am not the block manager any
mores Thereégllots of trouble in the block yet. Those

Issel sure don't know what they want to do."




(The source of this information --- Manager Morimoto, Judge
Nomura, and a resident of Block 26)

2+ Rumor --- "Nomura is splitting the bribery money
with Chief Shigekawa." (The writer has complete failth in
Nomura's honesty and integrity and cannot believe this
story to be true.)

3« This 1s another story of the boy of an internee.
The father had some propertﬁfi --= farm Qquig‘ment,ntractor,
and such --- left in California under the name of his son,
as the Isecl generally entrusted théir propertﬁ%e to their
children who possessed #M® American citizenship. After
the father was detained by the Federal Govermment and the
family wes ewacuated, e propert wepd- sold by the
family and the money was made in the form of a cashier's

yo

check in favor of the son, which amounte%«something like
. r‘fﬁ
one thousand dollars. It i%\understandable that .his mother

sold the properti?% outright and the check was made in her

son's name. She evidently was very much concerned over
the current rumor that the prope 8 belbnging to Ve
Internees would be gonfiscated and the money belonging to
them would be impounded by the govermment, since the Ameri-
can government was contemptlating-bﬂ'repatriata?;hem to
Japan. She believed in the story anmuch as 1t was passed
among the residents with the absolute credence.

One day she found out that the check was gone and wad
alarmed. She naturally gedt her suspilcious eyes to her son

A
and questioned him, which brought out @ fact that he had




taken the check to one of the gambling houses and had lost
every bit of it. It was too late and her appeal to the
gambling people was of no avail. She was perplexed and = ~
indignent. Upon advice of her filends, she took the cease
to the Execubive Board and pleadingly asked the chairmen,
. Nagai, "My son has sinned. Wy son took our money and
gembled it away. One thousand dollars for which we sold
every thing we had in Californie. That money was taken
away by the professional gamblers, to whcm.gé was an easy
prey as if taking *sucker away from a baby'. We had de=-
pended on that money for our post relocation days. HNow
it's gone! I don't question that my son was at fault. But
the balme cannot stop with my son aslone, because I am posi-
tive that there are similar tragedies involving boys like
mine. It 13955umt of yours; it is the fault of the commu-
nity. ‘It ishfault of yours and theirs, because the res=
ponsibility of guiding the young and of preserving law

and order here restewith you and them. How can you re-
main calms without doing senything? I beg you to cerry
out your duty.”

By the ardent appeal of the mother Nagal was moved and

promised that he would take am immediate action.
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check for two thousand dollars swindled it away to the
professional gamblers. ompig tele, however, is'-ery much

similsr to the one above and may be ‘PRE 1t'{. ¥ treated

as an exaggerated version of the same inc&dent.




5. The chief cashier of the Community Enterprises
in a® recent interview reported, "lMany checks in large amount
are brought in to me for cashing, since there is no other
facility in ®me camp. You would be surprised if you knew
how big the checls are, It is not unusual to have checks
for one thousand dollars ﬁ;l exchange for cash. No, these
checks don't come ﬂggm the urban evacuees; they all come
from the former rural residents, among them the Salinas
people seem to be richer on the average. It also goes to
show t##@¥ how poor the Los Angeles people are and how chh
hard pressed economically they were before the evacuation.
Of course, we can't cash them on sight. At present the 7
daily sale of the canteens for three camps are two thousand
dollars, of whichzﬁgve hundred dollars are in cash. 3o
wWe send these checks outﬁj:g Phoenix.

About the middle of March, a Nisel boy, about nineteen

: CcAShi s

years of age, came into my office wlth a check pretty close
to one thousand dollars and wequested cash for it. I said
to him, 'How come you have ?o much money? ‘Where did you
get this‘money anyway? Isniz funny that you have so much
moneys If you want this check cashed, you should bring
your perent or some responsible person with you."

To this the boy answered angrily i%:iouﬂ tone, "This
is a cashier's check made gut to me., What's wrong with

wha
cashing my own check? Hell}) If you don't want to cash it,

I will take it gﬁme place else. I can cash it any darn
A

place I please. T will take it-to Parker --- they will
he

o/
be glad to cash it for me." Andnleft the office i?Aflurry,




"Cash 1t in Perker? Helll Who's got one thousand

dollar cash on hand in Parker®? Besides, how can they trust
& young kid like that?" he went on. "A few days afterward,.
an Issei womaqbame to see me and sfid, ' I found out that
my son came to,w;th a check of big sum. When he asked

you to check it for him, you refused. I don't know how

to thank you for that, because that check was stolen from
me, although it is in his name. You have savaﬂme. I can't

you

ever thankhtoo much for your kind deed.! Yeah, mosti¥

likely this kid was hard up with ¥#® gambling moneyl
6. A story was told in the northeastern section of
the camp that a boy took out forty dollars from his mother's
cache, which contained eighty dollars. He lost it in &=
he thoufh?
games with his friends. It was told thatﬂtha stealing of
a part of the hidden money would not be detected by his mother.
7. Many thefts of personal properties were reported
all over the camp. Eyen in the section unaffected by -bie
professional gambling there were a few instances of theft
by young boys. In Quad 6 the residents were warned to look
out for two boys who are residing in Block 35, both of them
about seventeen years of age. They were going into the
male latrines and pickpocketing watches and cash from the
trousers of be men who were taking showersin the adjoin-
ing room. One resident of the block said, e know those
boys are stealing, end stealing for gambling money. Some
of the block people approached the parents of these boys
and told them of the fact, but they flatly refused to be-




lieve the wrong deeds of their sons. So what can't we do

with those blind parents? The best thing to do is to catch

boy s
LR sl bekt Sigk up. They are afraid of physical

paing to themselves, all right. There was one man in our
block who could not locate his gold wateh, and suspected
these boys as the thieves although not certain. Anyway,
this man went up to the boys and said knowingly, 'Hey, boys!
Give back my watch!' Ohe of the boys reluctantly took out
the gold watch from his pocket and said without shame,'Mister.”
Was this your watch?' Can®® you beat that? " The informant
was shaking his head in disgust.
b s Sl (i iy VN SO ORI 4
Toston in March of 1943 was a wideﬂépen town., The
inFhis paper

cases reported .kexme were undoubtedly only a few representa-
tives of abundantly numerous ones throughbut the community.
The residents were acfutely aware of the existing condition
and convinced that something should be done to remedy it.

o peur
Only. 1 conscienfious ones were willing to take
upon themselves to do something about it; and these men,
too, did not know where to begin. The course they invariably
selected was to go to the office of the Executive Board
and to accuse the members of s negligence and dereliction
of thelr duty and responsibility. In other words, they
were shoving the buck to the Executive Board and did not

wish to "stiek their neck out!.

The SXecytive Board, too, realized that the condition

was grave and serious and getting out of control of -siee




authority. Yet they too felt not powerful enough to combat
the evils alone. Nagal consulted the president of the
'Parents‘Teachers Associatioh, that meek, good-naturéd Mohriﬂfﬂh*sh
U;bnﬁ*ﬁg/request'MOhri imnediately called an emergency meeting
of the organization one evening in the latter part of HKarch
and the methods of curbing tee gembling was the topic on
the agenda. The chairman of the Executive Board was the
first and main speaker, who presented to the body how serious
end how grave the condition was in the camp. In'his "pedantic
and academi¢' manner he argued that this was a critical
problem for the young generation should the éondition remain
unremedied. After his speech, the representatives from each
block undertoogfﬁiscussion among themselve;f%%at to be done
about the request for cooperation by Nagai. As a whole,
the tone of erguments from the floor was apathetic and in-
different. One speaker set forward, ”This task is too
great. We are not strong enough to take upon ourselves
the difficult duty of the crusade."

Another man stood up to accuse Nagal, "This is your
job. The Executive Board was created to handle these
situations. What you are doing is to shift the respé&i—
bility to ﬁs."

da :
To this accusation, Nagai g@ad "We are powerless. e
]

(7%
cennot do anything. The whole police force eme corrupt and

24, ; .
rotten. Theware receiving bribery and refusug to cooperate

with us."”

The same men retorted, "Well, if you are nowerless &s you




say, how can you expect us to be of any value?"

Another one sﬁggested, "The maintain@nce of law and
order of the camp as a whole must depend on the maintainence
of laﬁ and order within each and every block. Every block
must be responsible for the conduct of the block residents.
Therefore, it should be called upon such a block to stamp
out the gambling within that block."

The fruit of this emergency meeting d@id not go beyond
the fact that each representative would teke the problem
back to his block and would assist in arousing biee public
opinion against gambling. The constructive and positive
aid sought by the Executive Board was never materialized

; Furth@r~ort,
to meet the emergencyu‘ﬁﬂhny of the @elegates failed to

fulfill their promise of the meeting and did not report

the proceedings of the meeting to "arouse #we public agi-

tation."
The Executive Board at the same time approached the
religious groups, But the Budhist and Christian workers
“were only successful in rufflﬁfripples in a great big pond.
A1 Fwd €
Meanwhile, the actiwities of the Police Department
weEre
waswes getting to be conspicuously inattentive of the gensral
welfare of the public; it was reported here and there that
some policemen were actively soliciting bribes. Another
report said that they were disdainful and contemptuous of
Who werd ¢nd¢&mngnﬁnd%&b:b?mdh:ﬁzfdfﬁnf%tcnauﬁg

* the conscientious residentgﬂ They said, "What can They do?

Let them try it." Indeed, they were defiant.




Furthermore, the political opponents of Nagai were
quick to take biwe advantage of the chairman's dilemma; they
accused, "The block in which Nagai resides, Block 3, 1is
the core of the whole diffieculty. If he thinks he is the
leader of the camp, he should be able to close the hpuse
in his own block. How can he ask othér:pegp;atwitgzgtraight
face to drive gambling out of other blocks when he has failed
to do the same with his own?" In about the same vein, N.
Mizushima, who took over the gtirmanship of the Isseil
Advisory Board when the former chairman)Katq}had been-
appointed -sw-blee=General lManager of the Community Enterprises
and who was a perenial enemy of Nagai, sifad, "I hear that

ot
Nagai is #m the back of the whole thing. People are talking

that He is making money with the professional people.”

nded ‘
To the w%y%er 1% gg;mgé that Mizushima wanted the people

to gossip that Nagai wassrecelving bribery, not that they
were actually saying so. It was a projection typical of Ki-
zushima.

-

Injf:tf‘agce of 4bme growing criticism againstlaif;: Nagame
could no longer be sitting in the back seat. nIn the be-
ginning of Aprilﬂﬂhgai went over to the underground chamber
of his block and demanded g“.t.he professional gamblers s
close the place. He threéﬁéﬁed them, "If you don't stop,

I will see to:%hat you would be arrested. Tt will not stop
witﬂizggbling. I will see téf%hat you would be arrested
for stealing of gomerment propert and using -ewe stolen

goods for personal gain. All theee lumber, cement, and

electric wiresgo XEXE are stolen government propert*, 5




know. Let me tell you now that theﬁfoeﬂnses ofthese
opdmes are uﬂy@d in Yuma and not in Poston.”

Nagai's words were enough to intimidate the operators
and the hquse was closed in a few days.

The ice was broken; the first attempt of Nagai was

C
sgpessful. Now the chairman of the Executive Board went

before the Temporary Community Co%gil and received their

approval to call a confeqfence of block coucil mem*bersﬁ;éizuff
bo7h +hHe é&mé’duy A=d alve manpower J'éan'f'M¢/f

inasmuch as the menpower—shemtace was a gra b
S as grave problem

facing Poston simultaneously with 4iee gambling. He
argued that it was vitally essentgfl to create consciousness
among +4swe residents of the acute e:nsting problems and
For #herr SeluFiow.
to obtain the support of the public at large{ In the past
the problems discussed in the Community Council sessions
were not reported to the block and the people were ignorant
of the conditions; there was too much gap between the
residents and their representatives, who were regarded as
a‘ separste entity as if they were Caucmsian "appointees'.
b
The members of the coggil themselves realized that they
were remote from the people and endorsed the plan full-hearted-
ly.
on April 18,
As fﬁb result,Athe Executive Secretary of the Executive
0

Board, lNobuo Matsubara, sent a meqrandum to each block manager.
It read as follows:

Our TCC is planning to sponsor a confeqfence of Block
Council members and Block lanagers the first of its kind
in the history of Poston in the wery near future. We were

re uested g the TCC to submit the names of the Block
11 memegbers.




Ploase assist us by informing us with the. following data:

1. THNames of the Block Coucil members

2. Neme of the Block Mangker ( or Assistant Block
Menager if the managership is vacant)

Upon receipt of the names, the Executive Board sent

A
out &ime invitation to the confen’ence to each block coéﬁil

member in the name of the chairman of4TCG, Franklin Su-

glyama. The invitations were written only in Japesnese and
the English version did noﬁ accompany them. '

In the April 21 issue of the Poston Chronicle, an
article appeared announcing this confeqfence. It read:

TCC TO HOLD MEETING ON
COUNCIL'S POLICIES

Under the auspices_of the TCC I, a series of meetings to
inform the Block Coucil of each block on Council's po-
licies will be held starting this Wed. night, April 21,
it was decided a2t the weekly meeting held at Rec. 5.

The program is to educate the public of the community
problems both from the Council's viewpoint and the
community's outlook to achieve closer cooperation.

As there are 9 quads, 3 quads at a time will convene
at Mess 32, which li1as been tentatively chosen as the
site. The first meeting on Wednessday will be repeated
the following Thursday and Friday night, April 22 and
23, with W. Wade Head expected to speak at the first
meeting.

The Japanese section of the sgme issue carried

an article much more detailed’
GISFATIVE
UNITED CONF ENCE OF BOTH LEe#t AND ADMINISTRATIVE
MACHINERIES
To Be Held For Three Days Under The Auspices
of TCC

The mode of Iiving in this center is rapidly
changing due to the changes in the WRA polies, which
in turn aré affected by,changes in the internal con-
ditions of the United S%ates. In order to solve
many new problems arising out of these changes, it
- was believed essential to have better dqgg ding and
cooperation of the the two machineries, ‘FeEsl &nd

dministrative. ( Blo;% Managers, Block Cougclls,
;he Executive Board, e Labor Relation Board, the




Tmeporary Sfommunity Council, and its Issei Advisory
Board) this reason, it was decided to hold
under the auspices of TCC jolnt conferyences for
three days beginning thé-night of this 21st (Wed.)

in the Block 32 lMesshall. The program is a3 follows:

PROGRAN
Chairman: Yasutsugu Kushlyama
1. Address TCC Chalrman, Fragklin Sugiyama
2.: Address IAB Chairman, Nagisa Mizushima
3 Reports
(1) The Executive Board -- Masakichi Nagal
(2) The Labor Relation Board -- Hisakichl Nakachi
"The Problems We, The Poston Residents,
Are Facing At Present.’
(3) The Temporary Community Council --
Frank Fukuda
"About the Manpower Commission"
(4) Speaker from every block representing his
Bloek Council
"The #ethods And Solution For My Block
Problems And Difficulties In The Past"
4. Question’ and Adswer. .
5.(Discussion (Regarding the policies to solve the
exlsting problems)

The issue of April 22 carried an article mentioning

something about the gambling condition in e camp for

the first time in the history of t‘ngublication, and even

this was confined only ££ the Japanese section. Under the
headline,
CRUSADE OF GAMBLING IN THE CENTER WHICH IS
IN #% ALRMING CONDITION
Several Proposals Decided By TCC

it carried a sho?t paragraph saying,

TCC I held its regular meeting on 17th at 10 A.M,
in the Block 5 Rec Hall., Besides the plan to hold
a joint conferyence of the legislative and administrative
branches, which was reported to you yesterday, they
declded as follows:

1. To take steps to curb gwe gambling in -see

camp, whicpﬂ ached t@e grave =nd alrming stage.




It was not until April 23 that the English section of
the Poston Chronicle mentioned Wme gambling for the first time.
It was in a short article.

TCC TO CURB GAMBLING
Drastic steps Bo curb gambling , which had reached
alarming proportions in the Unit, will be taken, it was
decided at the last TCC I meeting at Blk. 5.
Also during the meeting, a committee consisting of G.
Kurata ceese

The original plan was changed and the joint conferpencen

was held in two sessions, dividing the camp into two; other-

announced
wise the proceedings were,same as:"mpsriE® in the newspaper.

alined

The conggﬁfence was held in the south wing of the Bloec k 32
» in which two long lines of mess tables were pilsiced

Messhal
parallel to the walls. On each of these tables; which e 4AL
big enough to seat eight persons, cards beafing the numbers

of 48 blocks,were placed. In the center of one line of -wis
tables, the speakers were seated. When the meeting opened

at guarter to.nine, forty-five minutes behind the séheduled time,
almost every seat was occuplied by delegate)j’gese delegates
were either Issel or Kibel, although white-~halred or bald headed
persons were more noticeable.

03

One should sympathize/ﬁhe predicament of the first

speaker, Franklin Sugiysma, who had to Ms in unfamiliar
As 7he mu‘f.’nj wWad conducded W.za‘ﬁ}-eéy rn ddf‘aﬁfe .
Japanese,, He explained with difficulty that there were

many ppoblems in $e camp which could not be solved without

the aid of the people present. The purpose of the evening
pen J;’n

was to acquaint them with thghproblems and the policiles of

the TCC and the Bdministrative branch.




The second speaker, N. Mizushima, related the necessity
of close cooperation betwsen those elected officers and the
residents at large; he emphasized that the gap must be i~
minated.

With the next speaker tle meeting went into the main
topic. M. Nagal, the chalrman of the Executive Board and
the self-styled Mayor of Poston, commenced in his character-
istic Japanese oratory, "We are facing aék'deplorable condition.
It is a shameful thing for the flowers of tﬁe great East
Asia races (Toa Minzoku) --- the Japanese. I am speaking
of our gambling habit d‘??bston...”

"Just because the older people are setting bad example§

the young men are thereby influenced and affected. They

are delinquent. They are gambling, neglectingj%%fformance of

their righﬁful duties. When I see them gambling at their
tender age, I grieve ﬁg%‘their future, since the habit once
gete into their blood, ;:ﬁie an incurable malignant disease.
I grieve for the future of our race in America ...."
SR wedid
Then he cited the case of the boy who had .cmewt away
one thousand dollars belonging to his family. "His mother
could not stop tears coming to her eyes. I, too, cried with
her. She said, 'Now you know what happened. Please do some-
thing.! To her I said, 'If we succeed in saving not only

your son but other sons also,_thgi money you have lost is

a very cheap price to pay. You should be proud that with




that money you have saved our young generation. Let us now

H

undertake the crusade to save our youn%hanhood...ﬁ

At one stage of his speech, Nagai said, "If a person wins
ieﬁ%émbling game, he does not work because he has made easy
moneye. If he loses, he is angry and irritated; he stays
in bed without working. In either way the person who gambles
does not desire to work. Gambling makes one lazy amf irres-
posible ceea

Af'ter twentj minutes of ardent appeal to the audience,
he copcluded, "Let us together save and guide the young ge-
neration, who has & great promise and a great mission to
accomplish in the future. It is not too late yet. It 1s
yet possible to cure the diéease these young men are aflicted
with at present. With your aid let us curb this gambling evil
in this center. Ve need your unselfish and full-hearted assis-
tance to carry'out our great duty."

The remaihing speeches, one by Nakachi and the other
by Fukuda, &ere on the manpower shortége problem.

As soon as the delegates had access to the floor,iﬁiscus-
sion of the gambling problem was resumed livellly. One delegate
said, "I heard that the police is receiving bribery from the
gambling interests.”

Another commented, "I know a certain person who was
caught gembling and was put in &ie€ jail, There he saw the
policemen gembling in the police station. This man told me,
'The next time we are thrown into ##® jail, we are taking

sets of hena cards and we are going to gamble in igee jail, !




a
When such,condition exists with the law enforcing agency, how

can you expect us to prevent gambling in the camp?"

"I want to 6ffer this ineident," a block council member

sy@d. "A friend of mine was caught inAact of gambling and

was taken before the court and was duly sentenced. On the
next day, after about twenty-four hours stay in &iee jail, I
saw him in our messhall. I asked him what happened. He
sald,"I ceme home to eat, because they told me to come here
and eat. " Hell, I am not returning to the jail any more.?
And he refused to return to serve the rest of his sentence
and yet nothing happened to him."

One man stood up and spoke indignantly and accusingly,
"Isn't it your duty, Mr. Nagai, to see that the police
department performsthzég duty righfully? Isn't it the duty
of the Executive Board to supervise the activities of the
police?" :

To this query Nagail spoke evaégxgé;; "When the duties
and se functions of the Executive Board are interpreted
broadly, it may be said that the police department is under
our jurisdiction. However, in practice, we are not authorized
to supervise the department. It is under a separate authority.
On the other hand, the pdlice are arguing that they cannot
exercise the police authority to the full extent without -sise
public opinion supporting the enforcement. In my estimation,
we have the police in wm® camp, but in effect, it ighsame as
not having any police."

On this attempt of Nagaim to shift the blame of ineffi-




clency elsewhere there were cpmments in whispersaézhg the
audience, ”What'skﬁ?é o;j%géei—bu (The Executive Board) if
they don't have ®ee jurisdiction over the police?" "What's
he trying to do anyway?" Or, "Nagai is evading the blame'.
Nagal was again put on the defense by another man who asked,

"Mr. Nagai, we have heard from you this evening about the
deplorable proportions of Wi gambling. But I am sorry to
call your attention that you have not said a word about any
concrete and constructive plan to ceurb the evils. '\ You should
at least have some idea as to what you intend to do. Will
you let us lear from you what you prorose to do?'”

.. Nagei answered this guestioner hesitantly, "We do not
have any definite plan except that we have asked the Farents
Teachers Association and the religious groups to take the ini-

responsibility
tiative’. I do believe that the dmbéy falls on these people.

wif‘; coup SHp PO

e must depend on them to take the 1eadersh19c” At this
time the reaction thgt Nagsl was trying to pass the buck to
others was rampant among those present in the hall.

When the conferfence broke up about midnight the dele-
gates went home withwfee}ing that nothing concrete and sub-

‘,‘p h_h'f,‘ %{eﬂp_ 2 g

stantial wes. gained thle evening.

However, the confeﬂfence was effective in making the gam-
blers in the camp, especially the professional gemblers, realize
that the people were disturbed and were rallying to the right-

eous cause and that be public sanction was about to work

upon the corrupt police and selfish gamblers. It was enough

to intimidate them.j$=é;tll the gambling houses were closed




within a few days after the meeting. It was also true that Sme
police warnings were instrumental in the retreat of the gamblers.
The reasons for the sudden police vigilance were two foldf:
First, the police had received the supvort of public agl-
tation against the gamblers for which they were clamoring,
second, the.Chief and the entire force were under fire and
were accused ojammipmend publicly of their corruption. Never-
theleass, there was one exception --- the place in Bloek 27
--- which the police could not close. It was the place where
the‘young boys oq;ggamano gang held their gambling establish-
ment. Rumors had it, although without credence,that Shige-
kawa was receiving fifty dollers a day and had been threatened
by them,"If we go, we take you with us." At the end, however,
thid group which defied the Chief's closing order, too, moved
awé% from the block by the pressure of the block residents.
Meantime, in the morning of April 23, the Project Direct05
W. Wade ﬁeaq)called infhis office bi® Police Chief Shigekawa
and the ﬁembers of the Judiciaé? Commission, Seiichi Nomura
and HBlmer Yamamoto, $he former Los Angeles Nisel attorney.
Head explained that cash in the excess of four hundred fifty

thousand dollars was to be paid to the Bostonsevacuees with-

Flos- |
in‘next four weeks by the project and demanded the tightiﬂing

AN

y : o s
of law enfopcement, especially gemislgNeT curtailme_nt:\ki order

to protect the residents.
To the request of s FProject Director Head,the Folice

Chief, who was at odds with the Commissioners and was disturbed

mé#h-é%g current stories of his corruption, pointed his accus-




ing finger at Nomura. He argued, in & general substance, that
49 rocal police enforcemant couldtnot be effected without st-
ringent penalties pronounced by the Municipal Court :zflh-
arrested gamblers. ;a%en;;er the offenders were brought
before the justice, the court was turning them loose with
either suspended sentences or probations. The chief especially
emphasized that the laxity of the court was responsible for
the present situation; this same laxity nullified the effect-
iveness of the police.

Nomura, of course, could not take this accusation with

hands down. He retorted that all e cases which were brought

before the court up to W date were minor violations and he

could not wit&‘?&ght mind and justice impose heavier penalties.

He added, "Don't catch small files. When you bring big oneg,
- I'1l give 'em." Shigekawa, no doubt, understood the hidden
insinuation of the judge. |

At the end of this conferpence Head was reported to have
said, "I will gusrantee all of you that I will give every bit
of support for wee enforcement. I will invoke the authority
vested in me by #we Administrative Instmuction No. 84; Just
get one witness who will testify that he has seen certain
persons play games for mong#y. That's sufficient for me. I
will issue a warrant immediately."

W. Wade Head intimated in this statement that he would
exercise the full authority granted him by b WRA Adminis-

trative Instruction No, 84 in making those arrests. The




instruction reads in partg as follows:

++s A police officer may makqﬁn arrest without a warrant
only of an evacuee who has committed, or is committing
an offence in his presence.

The arrest of an evacuse for an offense not committed
in the presence of a police officer may be only pursuant
to a warrant of arrest issued by the Project Director.

The froject Director may issue a warrant of arrest --
1. On the application of a pélice officer who makes
a signed written statement that he has reason to believe
that an offense has been committed and that the person
for whom the warrant 1ls requested had committed the o-
ffense. The Project Director in his discretion, may
require such additional details to be included in the
statement as he may believe desirable. Vhen it is
urgent that the warrant be issued at the earliest
possible moment, the Project Director shall normally
not require more than such a written statement by the
officer that he believes an offense has been commit-
ted and that the person for whom the warrant requested
has committed it. When the issuance of a warrant 1s
less urgent, the Project Direcotr shall normally re-
quire the statement by the police officer to state
briefly why he believes the person for whom the warrant
is requested has committed an offense. In any case
in which the Project Director finds that the belief
of the police officer that an offense has been committed,
s elearly unwarranted, he shall refuse to issue a warrant/

2. On the application of any evacuee, any member of the-
staff of the War Relocation Authority, or any other
person within a relocation center, who makes a signed,
written statement that he has reason to believe an
offense has been committed, setting forth his reasons
for such belief, and that he has reason to believe

that the person for whom the warrant is requested has
committed the ofifense, setting forth his reasons for
such Belief -- except that the Project Director shall
not issue a warrant in those cases unless he is satisfied
from the statement that there are reasonable grounds

to believe that an offense has been committed and that
the person for whom a warrant is sought has committed

it!.'.oQ...

After the confar‘ence of joint Block Councils, the cilr-

culation of wild stories about ##® Chief Shigekawa was acce-
havin 5
lerated. One rumor accused the chief og‘receivﬂd%'%zp least




fifteen thousand dollars as bribery since he came to the

camp in last May. Other rumors placed the figure at-&éhsgw”fllu
amount. Judge Nomurea's version was also substantiating the
story, " I think fifteen bhousand dollarw are a little ex-
aggerated. I think it's gomewhere around nine thousand or

ten thousand dollars. He is the guy who put an ad in the
Chronicle sometime =zgo to purghase a trachbor. Shigekawa is

from Terminal Island and didn't have any money before he came

to Poston. Now he's got enough money to buy a tractor for

cash, Figure that out for youeself."

The rumors about the Police Chief were womewhat at variance,
but they all agreed that he was recelving "protection" money.
There was, however, one person who contradicted this story.

He was Mizushima, the Issei Advisory Board chairman. He
said tb his acquaintances, "Shigekawa is a nice boy, I

taught him when I was teaching the Japanese language shool

in Montebello. I don't think he's got any money from the

gambling interests. I think it's just # talk. His father
told me,' I §wear to God that my bey is honest and innocent.'"
The 1is€pers immedlately repudiated Mizushima, "How can you
: don't

tell that he didn't take bribe? If youApipe down, people

- r
will start suspecting that you are with him." The chaypan
di#not have another word, as he was aware- bhat his political

position #as precariousdy¢ and that he himself was being sus-

pectedrg;f;;;ing some connection witth B I}by certain elements
A
in the camp.




On April 26 the Temporary Community Cogpil mpt with
the Legal Depa;ment and d%pussed ways and means of revitaliz-
ing and reorganizing the Police Department. The councilmen
were particularly concerned about the rampant rumors about
the bribe taking police chief. As the first measure, they
decided to call in the chief.

6y Fhe next.day, April 27, the Council called in Chief
Shigekawa before the body and recommended him to resign
before théy would act upon it. He was told, "You'd better
save your face. We are going to oust you anyway." Sensing
the consequen@e, Shigekawa immediately tendered his resignation
to the Internal Security Officer Millerd < +o +he Coune. (.

Selichi Nomura commented on this resignation, "He'd
better get out of e camp. That guy made too much promises
to the professional guys. They are after him now."

With the resignation of the Police Chief, some of the

pol%ﬁ%n left thelpo jobs one by onej the numbér - remaining in

the force was reduced to twelve on April 30. About this
Tha
some sald sneeringly, "Those are the smelly guys. Ones left
Py 1"-4( Jw M‘."?‘
Anow are honest and around this a new force should be formed."
On May 1, the Poston Chronicle printed an artiele announc-
ing the change of the chief in its Japanese section. %

RETIREMENT OF " CHIEF SHIGEEAWA
Mr. Ota Appointed As The New Clhilef

Chief Shigekawa, who Was‘responsible for the maintain-

ance of 18w and order in Camp I since ..# arrival here,
decided to retire and tendered his resignation to the




Temporary Community Council. The .council, having judged
his reasons for resignation reasonable and proper, accepted
it; subsequently they Were searching for the right person
to £fill the vacancy énd agreed that Assistant Chief Ota

was the most logical person, as he is most popular among
the police force. As lr. Ota willingly accepted the ap-
pointment which was approved by Project Director Head,

he was formally appointed as the new chief.

mimeographed
During the night of May 1, the followinghpaper was posted

all over the camp:--- in the latrines, on the masshall walls,
and on the bulletin boards of all the blocks. in &se Unit I.
SOMETHING WAS ROTTEN IN DENMARK

Poston was a wide-open tol#h. Commercialized viee
and syndicated gambling was flourished, winked at by
an official who has been appointed for the express purpose
of keeping the 1id down on stinking corruption.

Rumors are rife that there was a monthly pay-off
for "protection”. That only small-time penny-ante games
and crap-shooters rolling dice for nickels and dimes
were apprehended, while the blg controlled games were

unmolested.

Of course, thls may be just another rumor. Bub
there's the old-time saying that "where there's smoke,
there's fire."

It is high time that something be done at once to
clean up the corruption in organized crime.

Poston must clean house! Throw out whom would line
his pocket with filthy moneyl

Reglgnation from a $19 job is not necessarily means
atoned for his sins.

We are ready to drive out tﬁis whole stinking mess.
Racketeering and dishonesty must go! You know whom
we are talking aboutl




acu- -*-JLL
The same mimeographed papers &e during the night

of May 2. 1lo one in b= camp could explain this mysterious
appearance and disappearance. No one could say with authority
o pédquﬂé

who putﬂthis paper and who took 1t away. ,0nly conjecture

was that they were not printed in the Administration Buildings,
as the Caucasian superintendent would not allow printing

of papers other than those of the project. Besidesa these
machines, the mimeographing can be done in the Chronicle

office and the Community Enterprises. In addition, there are

two privately owned mimeograph machines in the camp and

Z’l‘ ’a "
to these owners -- Chr%%ian workers:{% the volunteer evacue%f

section -~ the credit of printing and posting of these sheets
&gggiven. And the Shigekawa supporters were suspected of
being responsible for the disappearance.

On May 4 the Poston Chronicle in its Japanese sectlon re-

ported as follow§ !

SIX COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED
Strengthening of The Police Department.

As reported, Mr. "Jumbo" Ota was appointed as the
Chief when Mr. Shigekawa retired. Now the Temporary
Community Council formally announced with the approval of
Director Head the appointment of the following persons
as bie® Police Commlssioners. It i1s the duty of these
men to act as the advisors to the chief and to be con-
sulted on the policies qﬂf the department in maintainiig
law and order in the camp.

Wiilaim Pukuda, Masaharu Hane, Frank Kadowaki,
Tsuneo Sumida, Setsuichi Masukane, George Fujii

The first person named in the report, Willaim Fukuda is .
a Niser who /s Wam(’,'r-g ‘n whE wc\r"z/aué‘eSr !
Phe~brother=of—Framk Formdd), t ; : Reladion

Beeade lasaharu Hane and Setsulchi Masukane are both <ife

members of the Issei Advisory Board, while Tsuneo Sumida, also




an Issei, is the Manager of Block 16. The other R Nisei
G v ' o
besides Fukuda, namely ﬁiﬁiwuﬁg%i-d Fajii, a:é;;nth Hae membersd

of the Temporary “ommunity Council.

nJGf"
The condition in %iwe camp was getting ese control EmE)

oM

it waqﬂanti-climax,by May 5, when the newly orgenized Police
Commission sent a memorendum attached to a notice from the
Project Director. The memorendum reads as follows:

To: Block Manager

As you know, it would be much more preferable
to prevent the continuance of these evils rather
than enforcing stringent penalties alter the violations

have occured.

May I ask your cooperation by announcing this
at the Mess hall and posting it on the Bulltetin Board.

(signed) George S. Fujii
Géeorge S. rujii, Chairman
Police Comission

| The letter of Wade Head which Fujii referreé?;n the me-
ﬁbfandum reads as follows:
May 5, 1943
NOTICE TO ALL RESIDENTS OF POSTON:

Two prevelent evils existing at Poston have been
called to my attention and I am writing this memorandum
to you residents to ask your cooperation and assistance
in eliminating them.

1. Gambling has become very wide-spread to such
an extent that some drastic measures must be taken
to curb 1t. I am sure that all well-meaning, right-thinl-
ing residents do not desire this evil to continue. Ve
have rules and regulations against gambling and they
will be hereafter enforced by the law enforcement
officers and the Judicial Commission. Such rules and
regulations are merely & remedy after the crime has been
committed.

I em appealing to you all to help prevent the
f this gambling evil. I am




sure that you all feel that it would be much more
preferable to prevent the continued practice of

this evil rather than enforcing stringent penalties after
the violetions have occcurred. Public opinion is

one of the strongest weapons that any community can em-
rloy in stamping out this continued practice. I ask

for your full-hearted cooperation.

2. The other evil to which I am referring is the
unauthorized misuse of motor vehlcles .sceecee

I earnestly solicit your help and assistance in rec-
tifying the two problems herein outlined to youw

Yours very truly,
(gigned) W, Wade Head
W, Wade Head
Project Director

The letter of the Froject Director was a posthumous
warning to the gamblers. The organized and syndicated
gamblers could not stand the wrath of the public; the cor-
rup’f Police Chief could not bear e public censure. Both
of these had gone when the letter came out. It wasjwarning
to the residents that the recurrence of the situation wogld

not be tolerated and would be dealt with severely.

As of Maﬁ&iﬁiy gambling done in the camp &s again hana
' ~

and poker games for nominal stakes, which are condoned. Lven
these players were no longer defiant and ostentatious as they
Fzémdn;r LMarch

were in EmEm®’ and Aserl; they are playing the games secretly
under cover avoiding the searching eyes of the vigilant
police.

As 1t ﬁiﬁkhappened in California, Hee public opimion
was the weapon which spurred the curbing of the gambling

evils after a chaotic period. It is a question whether this

weapon will be exercised long enough to prevent the recurrence




of gambling in the Colorado River VWar Relocatlon Center at Poston

~
permaﬁ?ly. This question is yet to be answered in the future.




T NOTES
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As of April 28, 1943
-

len without dependents in this country and bachelors
who were engaged in taking care of the gardens of Caucasian
homes were quartered together as boaders in large houses.
Bach house took czre of about 10 - 20 gardeners charging
a set fee for room and board. It was one of the profitable
business for the Japanese.

i

The area bounded by Ninth Street, Pico 3treet, Vermont
Avenue, and Western Avenue.

& RN

The area roughly bounded by Exposition Boulevard, Adams
Street, Vermont Avenue, and Western Avenue.

- o
A fishing village across the channel from San Pedro,
California, where about two thousand Japanese congregated,
comprising about three fourths of the total population.

L S

The employees of Japanese commission houses in the
Cilty Wholesale Produce liarket and the Terminal VWholesale
Produce liarket in Los Angeles. The former was commonly
referred to as "Ninth Street market", while the latter
"Seventh Street market".

i T

A Chinese game. A dealer grabs a handful of beans
and putsithem in a china bowl. He then takes out the
beans by a8 definite number, say by sixes, until the
number of beans in the bowl is the number or less. The
winner is decided by the number of beans left in the bowl.
The method of betting and the odds are somewhat like
roulette. ; |

PR e

Another Chinese game similar td domino.




LA g

The southwégtern suburb of Los Angeles, which included
Moneta, Gardenas, Torrence, Lomita, Hawthorne, end Compton.
Tt was g%center of Japanese truck gardeners.

=W T e

The Japsanese who mekes a regular round collecting farm
produce on his customers' farms after therworking hours.
He then takes these vegetables to either one of the two
wholesale markets. (In those years, these markets opened
for -business at 10 P.M.) He parkes his truck in his stall
in the central courtyard of,tarket and sells these products.
In effect, he serves as a ¢ sfer man and as a salesman
simultaneously. His fee in,1920's was 10 per cent commision
on the sale price in addition to the flat charge of five’
cents for a lug and ten cents for a crate.No consignors
examined his sales record and it was not difficult for him
to report back to the farmers a few cents below the price
and to embezzle the difference. This was the most tempbing
scheme for the "haul men", by which some of them were able
to make more money than through biwe legggate means.

o LR

A bum without a source of incéme. He comes to the gam-
bling house at the opening hour and stays until the closing
time. He is fed by the house free of charge. He begs the
players for some cash, dimes and quarters; when he succeeds
in begging, he gambles it away.

i

In a recent interview, P. M. Kanno, the former publisher
and editor of the Rafu Shimpo, or the Los Angeles Daily News,
revealed the following facts:

The Rafu- Shimpo had the largest circulation among all
the Japanese language newspapers in the United States. It
had about 10,000 subscribeap~ This was the only newspaper
in the field which could_hafg g both ends meet. At that
the net profit above the expense was very meager and negliglble.
The Nichibei, the Kashu Mainichi, and the Hokubel Asahi had
pime’ticulation of &bout,6000, about 5000, and about 4000 res=-
pectively. This was notfenough to cover the operating expenses
and the papers were always in‘¥ed. In consequence, it was
not unfual that the rents werd in arrear5§yb several months
end the wages of femployees were unpald. It wds also import-
ant to remember that they had large account payables, es-
pecially the paper companles, idong overdue. In this way
the Zellerbach Paper Co. held mortgages on the Nichibei and
the Hokubei Asahi; at the time of “#ise evacuation the company
was operating the Nichibei after iﬁﬂf%rclosed a few years pre

viously. T
Before 1920 it was true that a circulation ot 3000 was




conslderdd enough to pay the expenses. But as the inter-
natioénal news gained importance and the Japanese subscribers
demanded more news,<we had to buy the wire service from
Japan 2t first and the UP service later. This meant rapid
increase in the operating cost, and our cireculation of

1000 was barely sufficient to keep the paper going.

L . SR

Ha.
This was reported by one of the officers ofATokyo
Club.

s -

The hilly streteh along the Pacific Ocean between
San Pedro and Redondo Beagh.

R T M

He was the central figure of an eviction case in
Block 45. The incident is reported elsewhere separately.

L

It is translated "Rifle Gang", or "Gun Men." A group
of burly men who were employed by tokyo Club.

A
O G e

The boss offﬁ%derworld in Southern California .
AR i hep

Ample materials are available for this case and the
kidnapping case that followed. The reader should refer
to the Los Angeles Times , the Los Angeles Examiner, and
the official record in file in the Superior Court in and
for the County of Los Angeles. These cazes are mentioned
briefly in this paper.

- 19 =

One of these men i1s now residing in Poston under another
name.
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goeiichi Nomura was born in Hilo ,Hawaii, ini1895. He 2d
is &me vetran of the World War. Aftér the war, he wes workimg
in-the Navy Yard at lMare Island until he was discharged in
1920. In the same year he came to Los Angeles, and enrolled
inh the Law School of e Southwestern University. Since
#e graduation he work foryTokyo Club as the counselor,
He was not admitted to the State %ar.

At present he is the representative from Bloek 45 to the
Community Council, of which he 1s serving as the acting
chairman after Suglyama left for e# outside meployment in
the middle of May. He is also a member of the Judicial
Commission and a judge of the lMunicipal Court.

£ BB
Ted Haas offten consulted Leighton and Spicer at the

early stage of this project. In fact, Haas participated

sometimes in #We-Bureau activities such as the food survey.

ST T3 e

Section 19 of the Code of Offenses reads as followg:

Progtitution No women shall offer her body for the prupose

of prostitution or solicit any man to have intercourse with
her, for money, or agree to have carnal intercourse with any
man for money. No person, upon any street or sidewalk, or

in any room, rooming house, residence, hotel, park or other
place, shall solicit any peperson of the opposite sex to whom
he or she is not married, to have sexual intercourse with such
person so sollciting.

No person shall resort to any office building or to
any room or rooms used Or occupied in connedtion with, or
under the same management as any cafe, restaurant, sgoft
drink parlor. liquor establishment or similar business, or
to any public park or to any of the buildings therein or to
any vacant lot, ob toany room, rooming house, lodging house,
residence, apartment house, hotel, street, or sidewalk for
the purpose of having sexual intercourse with a person to
whom he or she 1s not married.

Mo person shall cause, procure, induce, persuade or en-
courage any other person to patronize prostitutes pr houses
of prostitutiden; or direct or conduct another to prostitutes
or places where prostitutes may be hired or obtained; or




offer or agree to provide prostitutes or solicit patronage
for prostitutes or houses of prostitution; or take, offer or
agree to take another person to any place with knowledge

or reasonable cause to believe that such taking, offering or
agreelng to take is for the purposd of prostitution, lewdness
or assignation. :

No person shall resort to any house, room, building,
structure ro place not nentioned in the third paragraph of
this section, for the purpose of having sexual interxouse with
a pweson to whom he or she is not married, in consideration
of the payment of, or promise of payment of or the receipt of
any lawful money.

I'No person shall rent, et or assign any room or apart-
ment with the understanding or belief that such room or apart-
ment 1s to be used by the person or persons to whom it is sold,
let, rented or assigned for the purpose of having sexual inter-
course with a person to whom he or she is not married.

No driver of any vehicle, capable of being used to trans-
port persons for hire, shall permit any person to occupy or
use such vehicle for the purpose of prostitution, lewdness
or agsignation, with knowledge or reasonable cause to believe
that the same is, or is to be, hire, occupied or used for
such purposes; nor shall such driver direct, take or transpoet
any person to any building or place, ot to any other person,
with knowledge or reasonable cause to believe that the purpose
of such transporting is prostiitution, lewdness or assignation.

-~ 4 = 13 .

Dr, Jdohn H. Provinfle, the War Relocation Authority

. =
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y le Kurisaki, who was one of the first to be beaten
as ' B I informer, was residing in this block before

he left this camp for Solimbelee-odder, AO800 |

. T e

The new double barrack building between Block 28 ané
the adobe school site.

LR ver o

The block in which M. Nagail, Andy Sugimoto, Brank Fukuda
etec léve. The residents are mostly from the Riverside section.

- 8 -

A# typicﬂa/expression among the Issei:-
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- D
In the blocks other than those in the northern section
and in the southwestern section there were no regular
gambling establishments., Only hana and poker games were played
among friends.
L .
Block 35, 36, 45, and 46
i T

- 3 AR an affectionate term in addressing a stranger,
literally meaning "uncle".

P -

The wordfare of a representative of the Parents Teachers
Association,

oy 5 e

The description contained in this revort is that of the
second day, April 22,




